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TOTHE

RIGHT REVEREND and HONOURABLE

FREDER !l GK,

LOR'D Bisropr
OF

LICHFIELD and COVENTRY.

‘My Lorbp,

T was a great Satistattion to 'me to

find that the following Difcourfe
met with the Approbatlon of Your
Lordthip, and the Clergy 1t was deli~

vered before.

A 2 I was



iv DEDICATION.

I was willing to lay before fuch an
Audience, the Refult of my Enqui-
ries mnto the true Meaning of feveral
Expreflions, in the Writings of Moes
and the Prophets; (which, I appre-
hended, gave a proper Sanion to the
Law, by declaring that God’s juft
Judgment would be manifefted, by due
Rewards and Punifhments, in a Fu-
ture State:) Being ditfident of my own
Opinion, when, in any Refpe@, con-
trary to that which is generally re-
ceived.

The Compafs of a Difcourfe of this

Nature would not permit me td intro-
duce many parallel Paflages, which
might more fully have fhewn the
Grounds of my Opinion.

But, asyour Lordfhip is pleafed to
think that the Subjet was treated 1n
- fuch a Manner, as not to be unworthy

the Notice of the Publick, I do, not
,. ' unwillingly,



DEDICATION. v
unwillingly, fubje& my Enquiries to
the Examination of Others; Since the
great Efteem I have long had of your
Lord(hip’s Judgment, makes me ftrong-

ly flatter my {elt that they may be ule-
ful.

I am,
My Lorbp,
Your LoRrDsHIP s

Moft Dutiful, Obliged, and

Obedsent /I{zzmble Servant,

¢ MarTHEW PILKINGTON.



Joun V. 30.

Search the Scriptures, for in them ye
think ye have Eternal Life.

T HE Duty of fearching the Scrip-
tures,—of meditating thereupon Day
and Night,—of laying up the Word
of God in our Hearts,—of inclining our Ears
unto Wifdom, and applying our Hearts to
Underﬁanding; are very frequently inculcated
and enforced upon us, both by Mofes and the
Prophets, in the Old Teftament ; and by our .
Saviour and his Apoftles, in the New. But,
I fhall not prefume to recommend the Dif~
charge of any Duties to this Audience,

The Subject of my Difcourfe here fhall be
the latter Part of this fhort Sentence, In the
Scriptures' Ye think Ye bave Eternal Life.

From which. Words it is evident, -either,—

That the Jewsin general had the Knowledge
of a future State, and the Hopes of Eternal

B Life ;
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Life; or, That our Saviour greatly mifre-
prefented their Sentiments.

To thofe who believe, That Jefus was the
Son of God, in Union with the Father;—
‘T'nat, to this End He was born, and for this
Cavie came He into the World, that he
mizht bear Witnefs unto the Truth; the latter
may appéar as an implous Suggeftion,

But Experience hath informed us, That it

ath fallen out rather to the Furtherance of
the Gofpel, that the Things therein contained
have been {poken againft: and, That every
Attempt to difcredit 1t, hathonly given Occa-
fion to the farther Iluftration of its Truth.
Confequently, it may be ufeful to f{uppofe
every Article of Faith, and every Word in the
Gofpel, to be liable to Cavil and Contradic-
tion: And, fairly to ftate the Queftions,
Whether, the one be neceffary to Salvation?
And, the other true ?—For Faith muft be
founded upon Reafon; and Reafon muft be
convinced by Arguments. .

Suppofing, therefore, that any one thould
undertake to maintain—That our Saviour bere
wifrcprefented the Sentiments of the Fews. As
I am perfuaded of the contrary, and we are
calied upon to be always ready to give an An-

{iver to every Man that afketh us a Reafon of
the



o (3)
the Faith and ﬁépe that is 1n us, with Meek-
nefs and Fear; 1 fhall take this Qccafion of

laying. before You the Grounds of my Opinion,
apd attempt to-prove,

I. That the ews in general had the Know-
ledge of a Future State, and the Hopes

of Eternal Life. And,
II, That this Knowledge, and thefe Hopes,

were conveyed unto them by the Reve-

lation of God, given by Mq/és, and the

Prophets.

When our Saviour, fpake thefe Words to
the Yews, He was vindicating himfelf againft
their Cavils at his healing on the Sabbath Day;
and declaring that He acted in Concert with
the Father, He took Occafion to tell them,

that He was working with the Father for

their Benefit, that they might not come into
Condemnation, but pafs from Death unto Life.
He fpoke of a future State without Referve,
and (as far as we can learn) without giving
Offence: From whence it fhould appear—
That this was already an Article of their Faith,
founded upon the Scriptures, which they al-
lowed to be of Divine Authority ; For,

B 2 Whenever
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Whenever he advanced any Doérine, that
did not appear to be entirely confiftent with
thofe Scriptures, they were very ready to
murmur, and be offended at him :—Thus,
when he faid, *“ My Flefh is Meat indeed,
““ and my Blood is Drink indeed, and I am the
“ living Bread, which came down from Hea-
“ven;” Many of his Difciples immediately
replied, “ This 1s an hard Saying, who can
““ hear it7" And, from that Time, many of
them went back, and walked no -more with

him, (obn vi. 47, 660.) Again,

When he was converfing with Nicodemus,
and {poke of the Neceflity of Regeneration,
that Ruler queftioned the Truth of his Doc-
trine: But when He faid, that ¢ God {o
« Joved the World, that he gave his only be-
“ ootten Son, that whofoever believeth in him
<« thould not perifh, but have everlafiing Life,”
he made no Objection: The Scriptures, that
Mafter of Ifrae/ was converfant in, {pake
plainly of a Meffiah, and of Eternal Life.
But the Doctrine of Regeneration had not been
fo clearly revealed ; and where they thought |
they had Room for Objections, they were
ready to make them: But,

When efus was telling his Difciples, « That
¢ the Son of Man fhould come in his Glory,

£c to
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¢ to judge all Nations: That He fhould fet
« the Sheep on his nght-Hand and the
« Goats on his Left : That the one fhould go
« awdy into Ewverlafling Pung/bmmt and the
« other into Life Eternal;” we are not in-
formed that they were either offended .or fur-
prized. (See Matth. xxv. 31, &c.)

- When Multitudés of the Fews were gathered
about him from all Parts of the Nation, and
He took the Opportunity of preaching to them,
from the Mount; He fpake ¢ of the King-
« dom of Heaven: of a Reward they might
“ hope for there ; He adviled them, . there to
- % lay up Treafures, fuch as would not be cor-

“ ruptible: and He told them, that Sin and .

“ Wickednefs might fubje® them to Hell
“ Fire.” (See Matth. v,vi, vit.) Yetwe have
no Account that any Part of his Doltrine was
then objeéted to,

When He was {peaking the Parable of the
rich Man and Lazarus, He reprefented Abra-
bam as the Perfon in whofe Bofom his pious
Defcendants might find Eternal Reft.—He re-
prefented Abrabam as inexorable to the Entrea-
ties of the rich Man, when he befought him to
fend Lazarus to his five Brethren, that he
might teftifyqunto them, left they alfo fhould
come into that Place of Torment.—He repre-

fented
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fented Abrabam, as giving a fufficient Reafon
for his Refufal, by faying unto him, * They
‘“ have Mpfes and the Prophets, let them hear
““ them ;” plainly intimating, that Mpyfes and
the Prophets had notonly delivered the Doc-
trine of a future State, and mentioned the Re-
wards and Punifhments that Men would .meet
with there; but, that they had aifo given
proper and fufficient DireGtions how they
might obtain the one, and efcape the other.—
Nay, He reprefented Abrakam as farther de-
clating, ‘¢ that, if they were not perfuaded of
““ thefe Things by Mofes and the Prophets,
““ neither would they be perfuaded though
“ one rofe from Dead.” Yet we hear of
no ObjeCtions made to thefe things. (See
Luke xvi. 19, &c.)

Objections, indeed, were not to be expect-
ed from any orthodox Fews; for fuch took
frequent Occafions to tell Fefus, that they were
already fully convinced of the Certainty of
Future State, and of Eternal Life.—We are
informed, that a certain Lawyer faid unto him,
““ What fhall I do to inherit Eternal Life?”
and, that our Saviour, without Hefitation,
told him, that he muft take heed to obferve

thofg things that were written in the Law;

< Thou fhalt love the Lord thy God, with all
¢ thine
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« thine Heart, and with all thy Soul, and
“ with all thy Strength, and with all thy
«« Mind: and thy Neighbour as thyfelf.”
—Thefe were the exprefs Words of the
Law of Myfes, And the Lord added,
« This do, and thou fhalt /ive.” . And though-
this Lawyer came 20 tempt him, i.e. to try
whether He would advance any thing contrary

to their fettled Tenets and Opinions, He
- made no Reply to the Anfwer he received;
- only to afk, Who he muft account his Neigh-

bour ? Which gave Occafion to the Parable of
the Good Samaritan. (See Luke x. 2 5—~37.)

Again,

We are informed, that, ina public Place,
a certain Ruler afked him, faying, ¢ Good
“ Mafter, what good thing fhall I do, that
“I may inherit Efernal Life ¢”—And, that
he, alfo, received an Anfwer of the like Im-

port; < If thou wouldft enter into Life, keep
“ the Commandments:” And when he en-

quired #hich, the Lord recited to him the
moral Precepts delivered from Mount Sinai.
— And, this appears to have given the Ru-
ler great Satisfaltion; as being entirely agree-
able to thofe Sentiments he had always enter-
tained. (See Malth, xix, 16. Mark x. 17.
Luke xviii, 18.) |

Thefe
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Thefe Proofs muft amount to almoft a De-
monftration, that the ews in general had the
Knowledge of a future State, and the Hopes
of Eternal Life. Many more, of the like
Sort, will occur to thofe who are converfant
in the Scriptures: therefore, I fhall only far-
ther obferve, in Confirmation of this Truth,
that, the Sentiments of the Saducess being
mentioned as contrary to thofe of the reft of
the People; and Fofepbus’s telling us, ¢ that
« that Set confifted but of a {mall Number of
““ Men; though they were Men of very
‘“ confiderable Rank and Dignity;” (Aw.
Lib. xviii. ¢, 2.) and our Saviour’s confuting
their Tenets, {fo much to the SatisfaCtion of
the Multitude, that they were amazed at the
Force of his Arguments; mutft put this Mat-
ter beyond any reafonable Doubt.

Every fatal Error that Men can fall into,
muft be occafioned, either, by their not
knowing, or not fearching, or not regarding,
the Scriptures. This, our Saviour told the
Saducees, was the Qccafion of their Error:
and, if any fall into the like, it muft arife
from a like Caufe, anIgnorance in, or a Neg-
le&t of, or a Dilregard for, thofe facred Writ-
ings : For, by duly fearching the Scriptures
given by Mofes and the Prophets, we mazlr

2 fin
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find many Paffages that appear {trongly to con-

firm my

I1d Propofition, that the Fews bad the
Knowledge of a Future State, and the Hopes of .

Eternal Life, from the Revelation of God, given
by Mofes and the Prophets.

It is from fuch Paffages that 1 conclude~—
'That, a Future State was {ufficiently revealed
to, and believed by, the fews: — That, de-
parted Souls were known to be flill {ubfifting
in another State : == That, the Places of their
Abode were often {poken of: And,— That
the Rewards or Punithments, they might ex-
pet to receive there, were made the great
Sanctions of the Law of Mofes.

I am perfuaded, that the Knowledge of a
Future State was clearly exprefled in that pi-
ous Ejaculation of Balaam, (Numb. xxiii. 10.)
“ Let me die the Death of the Righteous, and
“let my Future State be like his.”  For, So
I think the Word PN ACHARITH was
underftood by the Fesws, and ought to have
been tranflated by us. And, of this I am
rerfuaded,—Not only, becaufe that Word is
derived from NN AcuAR, which generally
fignifies afterwards ;—Not only, becaufe, ac-
cording to our Verfion, there is {fuch a need-

C lefs
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~ lefs and unmeaning Tautology as is fcarcely
to be met with in the Hebrew Writings—
Not only, becaufe thus the Sentiment is ele-
vated, to exprefs the utmoft Delires of one who
was well affured of a Future State, and hoped
for the Reward of the Righteous ;—But alfo,
becaufe this Word appears to have been ufed,
and to have been underftood, in that Senfe, in
feveral other Paffages of Scripture.

In the laft Song of Mpfes, God is repre-
fented as gracioufly lamenting the Perverfenefs
of his People, and exprefiing himfelf in thefe
Words, < Oh! that they were wife ; that they
““ would underftand this; that they would con-
 fider their (MM AcuARrITH,) their Here-
“ after, or their FutureState.” (Deut. xxxii,
29.)

Solomon evidently ufed the Word in this
Senfe when he exhorted, and enforced his
Exhortation, in this Manner, ¢ Let not thine
““ Heart envy Sinners, but be thou in the Fear
¢ of the Lord all the Day long: for certainly
“ there 1s an A™MNN ACHARITH, and thine
« Expe@ation fhall not fail.” (Prov. xxiii. 17.)
It muft furely be improper to render this,
“ For certainly there is an End, and thine

« Expedtation
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““ Expectation fhall not fail:” unles End bet
fuppofed to allude to an Hereafter—and, theo
this fame Word is rendered Reward a few
Verfes after, where we read, “ When thou
“ haft found the Knowledge of Wifdom,
“then there fhall be a Reward, and thine
‘e E‘{pe&atlon {hall not be cut off.” (Prcm

XXIV, 14.) vyet no one, converfant in the
Hebrew Language, can' admit that n™nN
ACHARITH, ever means Reward; unlefs

fo far as a Reward is implied in the Happi-

nefs expected in an after Life,

I might produce feveral other Texts, where
this Word plainly alludes to an Hereafter.:
(Deut. viii. 16, Pfal. xxxvii, 37, 39. Prov. v,
11, Ifa. xli. 22.) but I will not here, unpe-
ceffarily, multiply Quotations of the like
Sort ; becaufe, from the Circumftances men-
tioned in other Paffages, relating to a Future °
State, there will arife fo great a Variety of
Proofs, ‘That it was known to, and beligved
by, the FYews, in all Ages from the Time of
the Delivery of the Law by Mofes. For

A Future State is not only thus exprefled in
general ; but, the departed Souls, 3nd the
Places of their Abode, are alfo frequently

mentioned ; The One by the Word 7N SHE-
C2 OL,
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or, and the Other by that of D¥NH9 Re-
puarM, The Hebrew 2W¢ SHeor, = i
exaltly correfpondent to what we call Hell |
the Place where the rich Man is faid to have
lift up his Eyes, being in Torments, (Luke
xvi. 23.) And the Inhabitants of that dread-
ful Place are called 2'%89 Rernaim —
And, perhaps it may be juitly obferved, That
the Words and Phrafes in the Hebrew Wrrit-
ings, are ufed with as great, if not with
greater, Propriety and Precifion, than thofe of
any other Language whatfoever. And now,

If in thefe Terms, the departed Souls, and
the Place of their Abode are frequently men-
tioned in the Hebreww Writings; and, if they
were rightly underftood by the Fews, in ge-
neral; then had the Fews, from the Reve-

lation given by Mbfes and the Prophets, a
{fufiicient Knowledge of a Future State:—

And, thefe two Words are fo frequently, and
{o plainly, ufed to exprefs thefe Things, that
I thall only have Occafion to produce a few,
out of the many, Paflages, where their true
Senfe couid {carcely be miftaken; fince, In
fome of thefe, fuch particular Circumitances
are mentioned, as plainly point out the appro-
priated Meaning of the Words.

In
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In the Song of Mofes, before mentioned,
God declareth how feverely he would punifh
thofe who provoked him to Anger with their
Vanities, faying, ¢ A Fire is kindled in mine
¢ Anger, that (hallnot only confumethe Earth
< with her Increafe, and feton Fire the Foun-
«“ dations of the Mountains, but thall alfo burn
“ unto the loweft Hell.” S SuroL,) Deut.
xxxii. 22. The Plalmift tells us, That, ¢ the
« Wicked fhall be turned into He//, and all
« the People that forget God.” (P/. ix. 17.)
The wife Man, That ¢ the Path of Life 1s
‘“ upwards to the Wife, that he may depart
-« from Hellbeneath.,” (Prov. xv.24.) And .
by the Prophet Ifaich. we find 1t written,
“ Becaufe my People have no Knowledge,—
“ therefore Hel/ hath enlarged it felf without
““ Meafure ; and their Glory, and their Mul-
“ titude, and therr Pomp, fhall defcend into"
“it.” (Ifz.v. 14.) The Senfe of thefe Paffa- |
ges is evident: And though the Word I,
SHeEoL may fometimes, not improperly be
rendered The Grave, or The Pit; yet, genc-
rally, where it is {o tranflated, it weakens the
Force of the Sentiment intended to be con-

veyed by the infpired Penman; (Numb. xvi.
10,33. 1 Sam. 1. 6, Fob xvi. 16. Pf. xxx.

3.
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3. Prov.xxil 14. Jfa.xiv. 11, Ezek. xxxi,
17. Hab. ii. §.)

This will very clearly appear, from a brief
Examination of fome of thofe Paflages where
the N0 REPHAIM are mentioned ; which
Word appears to me to be expreflive of thofe
unhappy departed Souls which are the Inha-
bitants of "IN Sueor; though 1t is not
confidered in that View by any of the Tran-
flators, ancient or modern.—In our Verfion
the Word is rendered The Dead, and {ome-
times Grants, in Conformity to the Septua-
gint. (See, Deut,il. 20. 1L 11, 13. Fofb.
Xil, 4. Fob. xxvl. 5. Prov.1x. 18. Ifa. xxvi.
14,19.)

The Pfalmift introduces the Word thus,
<« Wilt thou thew Wonders unto the Dead,
<« =19 MeTHIM; or fhall the 2890 Re-
““ PHAIM, arife and praife thee,” Pf. Ixxxviii.
10. Here, I apprehend, the Word &0
refers to the deceafed Bodies, and &'N57 RE-
PHAIM, to the departed Souls. Thus,

When Solomon is cautioning the unguarded
Youth to beware of the Wiles of the ftrange
Woman, he tells him, ¢ That her Houle 1n-
« clineth unto Death, and her Paths unto the
« o'N8Y Repuaim;” declaring, that, if

4 5 he
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he was feduced, he would be in Danger of
deftroying both Body and Soul. And, to
confirm this to be his Meaning, - he adds,
« None that go unto her return again, neither

« take they hold of the Paths of Life.”
(Prov. ii. 18, 19.)

Upon another Occafion he faith, ¢ That
« the, Man who wandereth out of the Way of
‘« Underftanding f{hall remain in the Congre-
“ gation of the TNBM Repmaim.” (Prov.
xxi. 16.) Here, if we render thisWord The
Dead, (asitis in our Verfion, in all thefe
Paffages referred to,) the Threat lofeth its
Force: For, all Men, whether they wander
out of the Way of Underftanding or no, muft

remain in the Congregation of the Dead. But,

only thofe unhappy Men, who negle@t the
true Wifdom, will remain in the Congrega-

tion of wretched and miferable Souls. And
this fo fully afcertains the Meaning of the
Word O'N9Y Repuaim, that 1 fhall only
produce one other Inftanee of the Ufe of it in
this Senfe; though there are feveral more.
(See fob xxvi. 5. Prov. ix. 18, Ifa. XXVl
4, 19.)

When the Prophet Jfaiab is defcribing the
great and jlldlClal Fall of the haughty and op-

preflive,



(16)

preflive King of Babyln, 1n all the Sublimity
and Propriety of Language, he exprefles him-
felf thus; ° How art thou fallen from Hea-
““ ven, Oh! Lucifer, Son of the Morning!
«« The loweft YN Suzor is moved for thee,
“ to meet thee at thy coming; it roufeth up
< the =0N9" Reruaim for thee, all the
« Tyrants of the Earth: 1t raifeth up from
““ t «ir Thrones all the Kings of the Nations:
<« , i} thefe fhall anfwer, and fay unto thee,
‘“ Art thou al{fo become weak, as we? Art
““ thou become hke unto us? thy Pomp i
““ brought dewn unto Hel/; One Sort of
“ Worm 1s {pread under thee, and another
« covers thes.” (Jla. xwv. 4, &c.) The
whole Defcription is lively and pathetic; but
I will not treipafs on vour Time with any Re-
marks, but what relate immediately to the
prefent Suoject.,

The former Tyrants, and oppreffive Kings
of Natiocns are here called ©2'N9Y REpHAIM;
they are reprefented as Inhabitants of N
. fuch as were fallen from Heaven;
that 15, {uch as were not admitted into the
happy Region of departed Souls, which, 1
Oppoiiticn to SN SHEOL, s calied T
Spaniy, or Heaven: for thus faith the

Phimift

o
SiroL
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Plalmift, ¢ Whither fhall T go from thy
« Spirit ; or whither fhall I flee from thy Pre-
« fence ?  If I climb up into Heaven thou art
« there; or, if I go down into Hell, behold
« thou art there alfo.” - (Pf. cxxxix. 8.) And
in the fame Manner, the Prophet _Amos
fpeaks of thefe two Places, Though they
« dig into Hell, thence {hall mine Hand take
“ them; and, though'they climb up to Hea-
“aqep, thence will I bring them down.”
(Ch. ix. 2.) That Heaven and Hell are, 1n
thefe Senfes, very frequently {poken of in the
New Teftament, I {hould think it unneceflary
here to mention, except It was to obferve,
That when they were {o {poken of, they ap-
pear to have been readily and fully underftood
by the Fews; who, we find, from fearching
their own Scriptures, had the Knowledge ofa

Future State, and of the feparate Repofitories

of departed Souls. And the Reafon why this -
Knowledge was thus conveyecf unto them, ap-:

pears to be, becaufe
The Rewards and Punithments that would
await Men 1n the after Life, were intended to
be, and were made, the great Sanction of the
Law delivered unto them by Mofes,

Tho' temporal and national Bleflings were

equently promifed to that People, provided
D they
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they kept themfelves free from a general Cor
ruption ; (See Deuf. xxviil.) yet, with re.
{pect to Individuals, the Threatnings, to them,
if they tranfgrefled, related to the Future
Life: for,

The Sentence denounced againt the Viola.
tors of the Law, in many Cafes, was, That
Soul flall be cut off from among bis People,
This FPhrafe hath been too generally under-
ftocd to mean, That fych a One fhould either
be excommunicatod out of the fewifb Church,
or, be put to Death for bis Offince.—But the
Denunciation is of a much higher Import : as
will appear from an Examination of fome of
thofe Pafiages where God thus threatens the
Tranfgreflors of his Law.

A due Oblervation of the Sabbath we find
enjoined, in thefe Words, “ Ye fhall keep
““ the Sabbath, for it is holy (or fan&ified)
“untoyou: Every one that polluteth it {hall
““ {urely be put to Death: Moreover, whofo-
““ ever doth any Work thereon, #bat Soul fhall
“ o0 cut off from among bis People”’ (Exod.
xxx1. 14.) Here appears to have been a double
San&ion given to this Law; and God’s People
to have been guarded againft a Tranfgreflion,
by the Tear of both temporal and eternal Pu-
nithneent.

This
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| This latter Sentence is pafied in the Law of
Mbofes, againft thofe who eat of the holy
Things, being unclean ;*(Lewv. vii. 20.) againit
thofe who eat of the Fat of the Sacrifices, or
any manner of Blood, (vii. 25, 27, xvii. 14.)
againft thofe who eat any Part of the Sacrifices
on the third Day after they were flain; (xix.
8.) againft thofe who were guilty of inceftu-
ous or unclean Mixtures (xviii. 29. xx, 18.)
againft thofe who kept not the Paflover, and
the Day of Atonement; (xxiil. 29. and Numb,
ix, 17.) againft thofe who made any Compo-
fition in Imitation of the holy anointing Oyl
(Exod. xxx. 33, 38.) againft thofe who gave
of their Seed unto Molech (Lev. xx. 3) and
againlt thofe who went a whoring after Wi-
zards, or fuch as had familiar Spirits, (xx. 6.)
And,

In feveral Places, where this Denunciation
is pronounced, it is attended with fuch other
Words as clearly afcertain the Meaning of the
Phrafe: For,it is faid, ¢ Whofoever eateth

“ any Manner of Blood, [ will even fet my

“ Face againft that Man, and I will cut bim off

“ from among bis People.” (Lewvit. xvii. 10.)
And in the very fame Manner God threatens

thofe who gave of their Seed unto Molech, or
D2 went
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vent after Wizards, or fuch as had familiar
Spirits. (xx. 3, 6.) Of thole who eat of the
Sacrifices, on the third Day after they were
flain; and of thofe who kept not the Paflover,
it 1s faid, They flall bear their Sin and their
Imrguity. (xix. 8. Nuwmo.1x.13.) And, of
him who eat of the holy Things, being un-
clean, That Soul foall be cut off from my Peo-
ple, (Lev. %311 7.)

Several of the Tranf{greflions, thus threat.
ened, were {uch, as there was no -Atonement
provided for by the Law: And, feveral of
them were fucn, as might be fecretly com.-
mitted, and never come within the Cogni-
nizance of tne Magiftrates.

If a Man had finned through Ignorance,
ne Prieft vas to make an Atonement for him,

* prefumptuounfly, the fame reproacheth THE
“ Lorp, and, That Soul fball be cut off from
“ among 15 Pesple: Becaufe he hath defpifed
the Word cf Tue Lorp, and hath broken his
““ Commancment, fbat Scul fhall be utterly cut
“of, bis Iniguity fball be upon bim.” (Numb,
xv. 27—31.) And, now,

If this was the known Meaning of the
Phrafe, That Soul fhall be cut off from Iis Peo-

ple ¢



(1)

ple> If it was underflood to be equivalent to,
He fhall bear bis Sin and his Iniqusty; And, I
will fet my Face againfl that Man; and be fhall
be cut off from my Prefence: And, if, to be cut

off from. bis People, and, to be cut off from the
Prefence of God, was underftood to mean,

That the Man fhould be deprived of the Hap-
pinefs of God’s Prefence in the future State;
Then was there a Motive of Obedience urged
upon every Man’s Confcience; Then were the
Sanctions of the Fewifb Law, as well as the
Chriflian, the Terrors of the Lord ; Then the
Crime would appear to be the fame, and the
fame Punithment be expeted, whether thefe
Things were done {ecretly, or whether they

were done before all Jfrae/, and before the
Sun. And,

In what other Senfe they could reafonably
underftand this Phrafe, I cannot apprehend.
To every Phrafe no doubt but they affixt fome

particular Ideas : They muft therefore under-
{tand this in fome particular Senfe ; and like-
wife that Other, which appears to me to ex-
prefs the Future Happinefs of the Righteous,
They fball be gathered unto their People, 1t is
faid of Abrabam, of lfaac, and of Facod; of

Mofes, of Aaron, and of Ifbmael; That They

were



(22 )

were gathered unto their People.  (Sée Geir,
xxv. 8, 17. xxxv, 29. xlix. 33. Namb, xxvi.
13. Deut. xxxii. 50.) There muft appear to
be fomething peculiar in applying this Ex-
preflion to thele fix Perfons only: Five of
them were Men eminently diftinguithed, to
whom God had fhewed very particular Marks
of his Favour, and to whom he had given the
moft gracious Promifes: And of Ifbmacl, He
had f{aid unto Abrabam, < Behold I have
« blefled him.” (Gen.xvit. 20.)

I (hall only produce one Paflage where thefe
Words are made ufe of, in order to fhew in
what Manner they are commonly introduced:
 Jlaac gave up the Ghoft, and died, and was
« oathered unto his People, being old, and
« full of Days, and his Sons Efax and Facob
¢« buried him.” (Gen. xxxv. 29.) If thefe
Expreffions have different Meanings, Giving
up the Ghoff may mean, the Departure of
the Soul, Breath or Spirit; Dying, the Body

2ing deprived of Life, Senfe, and Motion ;
and being gathered unto bis People, the Con-

veyance of the Soul to the blefled Region of
the Souls of the Righteous; or, in othet

Words, being carried by the Angels into
Abrabam’s Boiom, And,

T hat
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. That this Phrafe was well known by
thofe who ufed the Heorew Language, to
convey this Meaning, in all Ages,. appears by
its being fo concifely alluded to by b in
thefe Words, ¢ The rich Man fhall die;
but ke fhall not e gathered (xxvii. 19.)
Where fpX* 89 Lo Jeaseru, He fhall nof
be gathered, is plainly intended to convey the
whole Meaning of the well known Phrafe, -
He fhall not be gathered unto bis Pegple; 1In

the fame Manner as P JecareTH, He

fhall be cut off, 1s, without any Addition, ufed
to exprefs the full Senfe of that other Phrafe,

He fhall be cut off from bus Pesple. (Lev. xvii,
14. XX, §. Numb. xv. 31.) And,

If the Fews underftood the Words -and
Phrafes 1 have laid béfore you, to -convey
the Ideas I have here affixed to them ; then
troly and properly might our Saviour {ay unto
them, Search the Scriptures, for in them ye
think ye bave Eternal Life — Then might he
joftly fay to the Saducees, * Yedo err, not
“ knowing the Scriptures: for, that the
““ Dead are raifed, even Mofes fhewed : Have
“ye not read, in the Book of Mpfes, how
“ God fpake unto him, faying, I am the

““ God of Abrabam, and the God of Jfaac,

‘“ and
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‘and the God of Facoh; (who were [aid to
bave been gothered unto their Pegple) < God i
« not the God of the Dead, but the God of
““ the Living, for all live unto him: Ye
““ therefore do greatly err.” . But,

If this was the general Faith and Know-
!ﬁdga of the Fews, it might be juftly expeted
that the Piaimift would not have ‘omitted to
urge the Rewards and Punifhments in the
Future State, as Motives to Obedience:—
Neither does he: For, 1f he affixt the fame
Ideas to thole Hebrew Words, which we
properly render Heaven and Hell, Salvation
and Dcffruélicn, as we do to thele Englifh
Ones; which I am perfuaded he did : (See
Pf. xvi. 10. XxIv. 5. XXV. 5. XXVIl. . XXXV,
8, 9. xlix, 1z, 1L 14.1v. 23, Ixan 7. Ixix. 34.
Ixxiil. 18, Ixxix. g. lxxxv. 7. lxxxix. 2,
48. xci. 1. cii. 4. cxxxix. 8.) Then,
without trefpafiing on your Time with any
more Quotations, I may leave it to your
prefent Refletions, and to your future En-
quiries, how frequently, how plainly, and
how fully, thefe are {fpoken of by him, and
urged as Motives of Obedience.

And, to conclude, Ifthefe Things be fo as
I have here reprefented them, Thanks be to

that
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that God, by whofe Grace we obtain a true
Knowledge of his Word ; by the true Knaw-
ledge of ‘whofe Word we get true Under-
ftanding; and to whom, Father, Son, and
Holy Ghoft, be all Glory, Honour, Thank{-
oiving, Love, and faithful Service, both now
and for evermore. Amen, . :
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