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The Firft Lerter.

SIR, :

‘ Pon the receipt of your laft Letter, 1
was, at firft, a little troubled’ to per-
ceiv the cenforious Judgment you pafs

upon my Politics, in reference to the grand

bufinefs of Liberty of Confcience. But after
alittle confideration I comforted my felf. For

1 not onely remembred your conftant favorable
regard towards_thofe of different Perfwafions

from yours,but I obferved alfo, even in that ve-
ry Letter, that youagree with'me in this Fun-
A damental

S




.o~

['v 4; ]

damental Principle, That no Man ought 1o 5.

Perfecuted for Matters of meer Religion: And this. -
agreement in fo.great a Principle made me hope -
that, notwithftanding:our prefent Difference, |
it would be no hard matter for youand me t(; |
agree inour particular Conclufions, and confe- . §
quently in our Condpé&. To procute that. A- §
greement thereis nothing ‘requifite but Honefly §
and Senfe. Let us but examin -thorowly whi--
ther that Principle leads, and Jet us betruto |
the refultof our own Examinations, and the B

Work wil be don. |

B.ut perhaps foftri&t a fubjeQion as thisto the
confequences. of that Principle,. .however juft -§
and reafonable in it felf, may feem unto you a . §

little unfeafonable in this Conjun&ture: - Na

I muft acknowledg toyou; that I my felf aﬂ'c;.:.

am not fo much Mafter of -my Paffions, as tojet

Reafon have always that abfolute -Dominion - B
that belongs to it. The fear of being deceived, . f
by a Party of Men who plead for Liberty: '

makes me. fomtimes doubtfyl in detersnining

upon the practice of what Tacknowledgto.he -
a‘Duty. T am convinced that the Intereft ,af}},,;s .

Nation, as wel as the Laws of Chriftianisy, re-

quires - |

VoS4

Us1 :

quites an Abfolute, Univerfal, Equal, and Invio-
' %blg E{béirb,é: Cofz’ﬁt rice, fl\foth?ng ,that dos not
fend'to the’ }hih’&f)ﬂi’f} Government, or to the
Prejudice of thePeople,which is but one and the
fame thing, fhould be’ made the occafion of lay-
ing hny Reftaint upon dny Man. = But where
1 fee" gicund o fear ‘that the granting of this
‘Liberty fhould férv otiely to put a Power into -
their Hands that ‘niow demand it,” wherby they
‘may be able hereafter totake it away from o-
thers,truly in that cale Lam apt to hefitate upon
‘the Point ; or to fay better, 1confefsthat Lhefi-
tate niot ‘at al. ~ For T would by no ‘means that
a fpecious hope of Chriftian Liberty fhould
betray the Nation iito a New Urichriftian Sla-
very.. -

Thus far Tam fure Tagree withyou. We
would have Liberty with Security of s continy-
ance : nototherwife. Now I intreat you to ex-
amin whethei ‘or no, in the reft, you agree
with me. Task then, If fo be it can be de-
monftrated that the Penal Laws, and Teftstoo,
may be taken away without expofing the Nati- -
otr to any hazard of Perfecution by the . Roman
Catholics; Nay, if a for better Sectrity may be

. provided. .
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provided againlt that Perfecution than thofe

preferit -Laws dnd Tefts do afford us; wil it

not be an A¢t of Equity and Wifdom, as wel
as Chriftianity, in that cafe, to abolifh them ?
This Security being fuppofed, nothing can hin-
der us from comiplying with that Defign, but
fuch Confiderations as 'a’ri'(é"?'rbin the C'ozfetou]l
nefs and Ambition of ingroffing al Honorable and
Profitable Tiploynients unto our felvs, and
thofe of otir own Perfwifion. But wil-any
Confideratiotis of thiit Nature, " hen they in-
terfere with ‘a Public Intéreft and an avowed
Duity, be juftifiable, oreven excufable, either
before God oy Man? 1 cahnot doybt bt your
“determination "1 that Point ‘wil ‘be ‘the’ fame
with mine. Thofe Confiderations are too {or-
did to be of any weight with an Honeft Mind.
_Your Objection, T'know, in reiding ‘thefe
Queftions,wil drife froim & Diffidence that any new
Cecurity of this mature, either wil or can be

granted us. There indeed perhaps youand Imay

differ "in our opinions. - But however, tocom
as nearas we can, ‘T wil at prefent fufpend my
own Hopes, and concurring with your Doubts,
confider ogely what is our Duty, and the Duty

of

Ty . ;4‘6 |

| Fed e
- of alhoneft Men, even ia shis fuppofed doubt-

ful Conjunétyre, . .

Ax? ﬁxani;)is%ﬁn the likecafe, rxott?gg%fg]i
ago, when the Nation wasin as grest a eu
S5 3% s mow, may drectus. - Lhefeelst Gappo-
fed there could be no gther.real Security, againft
the fears that poffeft them, than that Odious Bil
of Exxclufion which they promoted in Rarliament,
profefletl,neverthele(s their conflant willi d_e.fy
to Jiftenrunta any Expedients that (hopld be
offered . for.that pyrpefe. If they did nt then
comply with any of thofe Expedients, " it was
the hegt. of .Faction that,hindred them; and
thwﬁvq fince on al occafions acknowledged
their Error. Lt us therfor profit by their
Example.. Let ys imitqte them, in that reafon--
able Qifps?ﬁt}ﬂn-f‘W&wﬂﬂ.ﬁl@y-.-Efpfef.c 5 ,and be
careful toaveid.thofe. heats which, cayfed: their
aCtual mifcarriage. -

In awcf.rd; f.lgq us, at leaft, pyt the Thing to a
Trial. Let it be refergag to the Wifdom of a Par--
liament to weigh the Expedients that may be in-
vented or offered for our Security. Let Mode--
rate Men be chofen intothat Parliament; and not-
fuch asar ingaged, by along habit of Perfecuting,

ta;
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to keep up the prefent Penal Laws, as Todls
already fitted for their hands. Tl we be called
to that EleFion-Work, 1let us eachof ws endea-

vor to difpofe our Selvs, difpofe One Another,

and as occafion offers difpofe our Friends, to
that Spirit of Wifdom and Moderation which is now
{oneceffary. And til this Bufinefs hgve been
weighed in Parliament, letusa little fufpend our
Judgment upon it, and have alwaysa great care
that we obftrutt not the Good ‘we defire by heigh-
ting any doubtful Jealoufys to an irreconcilable
Extremity. S

Thefe ar the Rules of my Polities, “which T
hope you wil now lock upon-a little more
favorably then you feemed to-doin your laft
Letter. At prefent I wil trouble you nefurther.
But if what I have' now faid - prove acceptable;

1 fhal be very ready,upon your defire,to explain

further my inmoft thoughts uponany the niceft
Circumftances of this great Affair. Tam e

The
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SIR,

toSrony

Am heartily glad that my laft Letter has gi-
I e::?l you ar)xrygmeafﬁre ofySatisfa&ion. - But
1 perceiv, by Yyour new \szjrys, that I_haye
ingagedf y.delf,. in:the clofe of that;Lettgr, to
h-gré‘;{tér%gsk than 1:was aware of. It is not
enough. to have fatisfy’d you fo-far as Lhave
gon,, ;but I muft:eithey continu to an{'\fve_r, youg
new Difficultys, or.elfe joynwithyou in owning
them to he unanfwerable. . 1'muft either; f,!'lcw
you, the very. Expedjents that may be contrived
for fecuring usagainft any future Pcri,e,cqtmnmby
the Roman.Catholiys; ‘or elf_e‘ a,c__knowla,@a th.at-r no
fuch thing €ithercanor, wilbedon.  Thatis:
little hard. ; "The thing may be felzable, tho
fhonld not be able to demontftrate,it.. Others may
Loy moreithan: I can. Nay, indeed the tyuth

ol s
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isthat T know folittle, and others havealready.
{aid fo much ul?on this Subj]e)& that, as. I cannot
retend to-make any  wew. Jf verys init, fo
i}:either.ami’ Iwilling to regeatsi f@ilh&-fame tﬁings-
that you have read elf~where: And between
thofe two Difficulties I ami fomthing ftraitned in.
complying with what you defire. . Neverthelefs.
fince 1am ingaged, kwil rather hazard.tore--
peat what may have been hinted atalready by.
others, than refuf¢ to explain unte yod my own
Conceptions. T
The Security we demand muft be confideted
either as.it lys naturally :in'tbe ibirg%‘iteﬁfﬂ,”l‘%
mean in the Repeal of ablQOld Penal'Laws- and.
Tefts, and in the Sanéfion of 4 New Great.
Charter for Liberty of* Confcience ; ‘or-elfeas:
it :may- be fortify"di by fuch: Expedienits -as'the -
Witdom  of a Parliament -inay think-fit to ‘pro--
pound, and His Majeftys Goodnef3 miay vouch--
fafe to grant. ' IEEE
- But this laft Confideration belongs not tomy.
Province. It becems not  private” Pérfons to.
anticipate. Parliainentary Déliberations; wmiuch
lefs to-preferibe Rules unto His Majeftys Con--
duct. It fufficcs .me, in that refpedt, 'tof‘khl\(:aw‘
that:

Ahat Flis Majefty b becn, plealedy Bygfigareis
teratelt Bramifasy 10 gluss, WREhg O R
with bis Pesliaments, inany thing Bk
eafonably -offeresi ot .the.; Effeokiibgiens o
fuch « Law of CMbftran Liberty as:miy e, le
roken., 1AM oty cyrious to pry further iofo.
thofp mattess, upfil His Majelty fhal think b
in his Wifdom to difclofe unto the ‘Natlo{p 113
. Treafures of his, Goog_lnefs._  And ,tol piaf
recly to yau, as aFrisod, lam yor the lefs
- curious about ftaf this time;nor, any ways Imps
tient to know more, until a Parliament may be
ready to deliberatethereupon ; becaufe 1 krigw
,al-reaillj,',hat_t,here ar afort-of Men lll"th?l‘ lg:--
tion.who watch upon every. occafion,with 'dls he
Arts.that Malice can inverft, to blaft any u}n:.g
.that fhal be offered for n'the advancement of this
Chriftian Defign. Leaving therfore the cqnhde-
cation of this Acceffignal- Secwrity that we look fory

1 wil now apply my felf to confider onely.v\jvh:at
prafpect of Security the thing it {elf dos "in its
own. Nature afford us. S
", When we difcour{e about this Security,! fup-
pofe we. both of us underftand it onely ;Nlth
:;,eigpiqn to the hazarfil3 t:,lat. n\lay anfe‘m 11{ ?;;

s50
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taking away the Tefls. For as fo the Pensf

Laws,"fingly" confidered, I'think af Men “thig
have ‘Soul§ "large enough: (as Fam ‘fure‘you
haveé to prefer the general Qoid of their Coun-
try before the narrow Adeantdges of a Party,
wil agree- thatit isno lefs the Intereft of ‘this
Nation to abolith them, thanthe Dutj o4t

-Mankind to forbear Perfecution,. - !

There is no hazard in the abolithmeng of
thofe Penal Laws. -'Now what the hizafd’ may
be in abolifhing the Tefts, wil be beft perceived
by confidering the- effeét of their impofiion.
The effed, in which the Proteftant Intereft con«
fifts, .is that the Roman Catbolics ar théreby- exs
cluded from al Places of Public Traft,’ either: Ci-
vil or Military. " This, I fhould have faid, - is
the Intent of them. But how fir the real Effett
fals fhort of that Intent, and -how - fur it muft
needs fal fhort therof in the Reign of a- Catholic
Prince, istoo evident to need any:demonftras
tion. cherthelef_'s,_ﬁrppofing that the Roman
Catholics were indeed therby debard from entrin
into any Public Imployments, What is the-ad-
vantage that Proteftants, ‘or that the Nation
in general, pretend to receiv by their Exclu-

fion ?

5%
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fion ?  Tknow you wil tel me that we have
therby our " Security- againft that Principle of,
Perfecution whichi we think infeparably joyned '
to their Religign.  “They wil not, be able to
impole their Religion upon us, ‘nor perfecute
us for not receiving it. ~ That is the tra End,
and- we' wil Tuppofe it to.be'real Effe@, of .
the Tefls, - S
~ You do not pretend fure that the Exclufion
of the Roman €atholits from fuch Imployments
isany Security. to: our Civil Rights, “of 'tothe
Funidamental Conftitution of -our Government.
They ar Englith Men as'wel as we. The Ci-
vil Rights of ‘Englith Men ought tobe no lefs -
dear to them than to us. And'if any malicious
Surmizer fhould prefume to imagin that His
Majefty had a defign to raife hisown Prerogative
upon the ruin of the Peoples Libertys, we
have reafon to believ, by many paft inftances,
that Meh of ‘arjother Religion, much more
numerous and powerful than the Roman Cathe-
lics, would'be feound no lefs ready Inftruments,
but far more proper ones for the effetting of
that work. The beft defénce that I know
againft- thofe imaginary fears, and the moft - ,
: : becoming

, \v'l)‘,,g
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~ becoming dutifal Subjedts,  is to. comply chear- - T E"'] AT
fully with his Majefty in althings reafonable ; Bat, pray, Whois it that {hisuld punifh'them
that fo an unreafonable Refufal may not force for that Otfence » They know very: wel that
him upon new Methods, and makeus feelin J| ~inthis Reign they ar in no danger. That Law
the end what'we ar perhaps too flow to.conceiv is'now difpenfed with, The onely Bridle ther-
that Omnia dat qui jufta negat. - ' “fore that reftrains them 'from tranigtefling it, is
But I return to the conlideration of our being § - evidently the fearof its "being Revived in the
fecured againft Perfecution by the. Exclufion of Reign for the next Succeffor ;. becaufe it is a
-the Roman Catholics from Public Imployments. Law whofe Penalty ‘they wil bealways: liable
Invery good time, that the Church of England § U0t0 whenfoever the Government- fhal think
now looks far fuch a Security ! 1. am fure § fit to exact it: - SR
others have not been fecured againftit, by the | Now if this be the.only Ground of their Ex--
public adminifiration of Her Members. “How- clufion: from Public. Offices;. and: confequenly
ever, let us confider how it is that the Tefts |~ °F OUT‘Pl’Cfe{"d?d‘fSe.Cum}"il‘I.fa}""!f'it be‘onely-
fecute us, -or How itds that they hinder them J| the Force of a Law that' -works that- effet ;.
from entering into thofe Imployments. Ttis § Pray letus confider if another Law wight not be-
ot as 2 Wal or Barricado that confines them to contrived, tofecure us much more effeCtually.
a certain Inclofure, out of which they cannot agam(’c-Pérfe’cutxon, that this Exclufion-of them
move ; nor.s it as a Charm or Spel that, by any | cither dos or can do. . ' .
Magic Vertu, hinders them from ating. ~ Itis § .. Let.t_ls thrfore have a Lsw enalted, which, .
onely as a Law, which, by the penalty annexed | in Abolifbing” al thofe P'e'nal. Ones , and al the
to it, aws their Minds, and males them fearful Tefts teothat ar now complained of, fhal Efta-
to tranfgrefs it.  They dar not enter into ub- blifh a @”“""”f“l and E?““’; L’bé' ty °[r Co"ﬁ’f",fe7
lic Offices, left they fhould be punifhed for the as a Ma na Charta of Religiony yv1th al thein- -
Brearh of that Law’ which forbids them to do it, || 828ing Circumftances that the Wit of Man can-
' But, | nventto .make it inviolable. Let that Lzhergy.
. <

H
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King himfelf be humbly befeeched to futfer in
it a Claufe, by which, referving al other Rights
of his Prerogative inviolated, he may folemuly
renounce the onely Right of Difpen/ing with thisLaw,
orof Pardoning any Tranfgreffor of it in any cafe
whatfoever, ' .
Suppofing now that fuch a Law as this fhould
be Enadted, I befeech you to confider if it do
not anf{wer the end of fecuring us againft Perfe-
cution, infinitely better thanthe prefent Tefts
that exclude the Reman Catholics *from Public
Imployments. It wil fecare, inthe firft place,
ol the Diffenting Proteftants from the prefent Pe-
nal Laws, which the Tefts do not :- And it wil
indeed fecureal Partys againtt al Perfecution,in
every refpe far betterthanthey do. It wil do
it in a diret manner :  Wheras they work onely
by aweak and flrained Confequence.” It wil doit
upon the folid grounds-of Religion, Truth and E-
quity : Wheras they ar built onely upon precari-
ous, partial and unjuff Principles. It wil be declared
to be in its own Nature Indifpenfable : Wheras
they are every day difpenfed with., It wil be B~
frablithed by a more folemn Sanction: And it wil
be inforced by more amful and terifying Penaltys.
, Cc Thefe

T.16 ] ’
‘be deelared to be the Nutural Right of Al Men,
-and any violation therof be therfore accounted
.Criminal. Let not onely every Aual Infrigg.
ment of that Law, but every Motion, Propofs-
tiony or Contrivance, expreft either in Word or
Deed, tending any way to the invalidating of
it, be efteemed and declared an Undermining of
the Fundamental Conflitution of our Government.
and accordingly to be punifhable with the ut.
moft Severitys, even as Feloriy or Treafon.. Let
the Extent of this Law reach 4 Conditions and
al Degrees of Men, Ecclefiaftical, Civil and Mi-
litary, from -the higheft Lord tq the meaneft
Beggar. Let not future Parliaments themfelys
be exempted from the danger of infringing it ;
but let any Propofition tending therunto, , tho
cven in either Houfe of Parliament, be hot onely
reputed ‘a Tranfgreffion therof, but exprefly
declared to be the higheft and worft of +a]
T'ranfgreffions ; and let no Parliamentary, or
other Priviledg whatfoever extempt any fuch
Offender from the fevereft Punifhment, no
more than they can do it ‘now from that
of Treafon. "And after al this , and what
more the Wifet Heads may.invent, let The.
’ ' ‘ King

Vit ssy
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Thefe Advantages, asyou fee, do al'a.ppe‘ar*

thing it [elf, inits own Nature ; in the meer Abo-
lifbment, 1mean, of the Laws of Perfecution, and
the Eftablifbment of a Law of Lsberty ; without

in the ﬁm{gleﬁ profpeét that-we can take of the

the help of any further Expedients. Thatisthe

onely thing that I propofed tomy felfto explain.
And I cannot but now hope that even this expla-
nation, how imperfeét foever it be, wil convince

you that it is not fo dangerous a Work to abolifh the
Tefts, nor fodifficult toeftablifh alafting Security.
againft Perfecution;when thofe Tefts fhal be Abg~
lithed, asfom People induftrioufly endeavorte.
perfwade us. But Iperceiv that Ihaye been

already too tedious upon this Argument. Wher--
fore without further Application or Improve--
ment thereof;, Inow refer what I'have fhaid to-
your Examination, and fubmit to your Judg-
ment, refting always ¢c.. -

[T

. The THED
LETTER.

SIR, )

O Ince I have had the good fortune to pleafe
S you the fecond time, I am refolved to try it
athird. Thave endeavored, asyou havefeen,
to make it appear that it is not impoffible to
contrive a more Equitable and Unexceptionable
Law than the Tefts, which wil fecure us alfo
infinitely better than they do,. againft the danger
of being Perfecuted by the Roman Catholics.  Now
you anfwer me that this Law, tho it fhould be
confented to, would be lefs Security to us
againft the Roman Catholics than the Tefts : te-
caufe by it they would be admitted into the
Legiflative, as wel as Ezecutive, parts of our Ga-
vernment ; wheras by the other they ar wholly
excluded from both. And an Exzclufion, {ay

you, efpecially from the Legiflative Power, 1s

2 -a
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4 far better Security than any Regulation what-
foever that can be made about their condué in
it: becaufe , when once admitted into that
capacity, there wil be ftil reafon toapprehend
left they fhould break thro the Rules prefcribed
for their Condu&t, and ¢hange even'the Laws
themfelves at their pleafure.

This is indeed very {pecious. But I intreat

you to confider, in the firft place, That the Ez~

clufion we talk of by the Tefts is onely Imaginary,
not Real. We pleafe our felves witha Notion,
while we ar fruftrated of the Thing.A Difpenfa-
tion diffipates al that Bulwark into Dul{)

Aire: While on the contrary the Regulation 1
have propounded is to be declared and made abfo-

lutely Indifpenfable. Which is no inconfidera- -

ble advantage on the fide that Tincline to,

But this is not al. Your Objection prompts
me to a further Defence of my Propofition. No-.
thing wil {erve your turn but an Abfolute Excly-
Joon of thofe that may have a minde to bure us,
from al manner of fhare, either Legiflative or
Executive, inour Government. Be it fo, I
am very wel pleafed to join Iffu wich you upon
ithat Point,

The

+6o

and .

o [2] .

“The Hurt we fear, and defire to fence againft,
is Perfecution.  Let us therfore, in God’s name,
exclude al Perfecuting Papifts, and Proteftants
too, fromthofe Imployments. But let al thofe
that have a Spirit of Moderation and Charity, joy-
ned with othier neceflary Qualifications, be pro-
mifcuoufly  admitted into them, whatfoever
be their profeffion of Religion. Itis not the
Notion of Tranfubftantiation that hurts us.
Why fhould we therfore make that the ground
of an Exclufion? Letusgo tothe tru Ground
of the Matter,and do our Work at once, effe¢tu-
ally.
){n aWord :  Let this AG it [dlf, thatweare
projecting, be the Fundamental Teft for the Ad-
miffion of al Perfons into al manner of - Public
Imployments, or for their Exclufion from them.
Let every Member of both Houfes of Parliament,
before they ar admitted to fit there, be obliged
to fubfcribe a Declaration, importing That they
folemnly profefS; and, in the prefence of God, firicerely
acknowledg  the natural Equity of thés Great Law ;
and that they in_like manner promss never to infringe
it, nor either dire(tly or indiretly to promote any de-
Jign of undermining or invalidating it in any man-

- ner
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ner whatfoever, Let al thofe that thal prefume
to fit in either Houfe, without having firft fub-
feribed that Declaration, be liableto the feve-
reft Penaltys that thal Beannexed to the forefaid

Law. Andlet al future A¥s (ifany fuch there

fhould be) pafled &rlaParliament not fo quali-
fied as by this Law thal be required, be declared
lllegal and Nul.  Nay furthér, .if it may be
thought any ftrengthning toour Security, let
.alfo Al other Public Officers, as wel as the Mem-
bers of Parliament, be obliged; upon their
entrance into thofe Offices, to fubfcribe the
fame folemn Declaration, upon the hazard of
the fame Penalties, and of the Illegality and
Nullity of al their Proceedings. Let al that

Govern, or Teach, or any way Officiate'in Fc-

clefraftical Affaires, either 1n Church or Conven-
ticle; Al faudges, Fuftices, Furies, Magiftrates,
Military Commanders botli by Sea and'Land, with
al the Inferior and Subordinate Officers de-
pending upon any of them, from the higheft to.
the lowett, be Al fubjett to the fame Rule.
This is the Teff againft Per[ecution that we have
been long fince advifed to, by One of the earlieft
snd ftrongeft Writers upen this Subject; but
which

~
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which the Nation feems not yetto have enough

Aetted upon. I1fthis be not judged a fufficient
If:gurfty -ll‘wi(h thofe that pereeiv the defelts of
it would propound u-nto_usgnyrthmg‘better.l hal
be always for chufing the belt. - But however, in
the mean while,] think al Men muft agree that,if
it be indeed Perfecution that we dejire tofence againft,
this is infinitely a better fecurity.in that refpett
than the prefent Penal Lawsand Tefts ar. - And

. therfore, provided this may be granted, 1cannot

but yet hope that there wil appear to be among
us ﬁen Wife enough, and Honeft enough, and.

. thofe too,Numerous enough,to fway the Nation

to confent to their abolithing. _
T have faid already that, upon the fuppofition
of this Security there can be nothing but private

. Ambition or Awarice capable to raife an oppofition

againft this generous Defign of Univerfal Liber-
ly. But furely no private. ntereft wil be capable
to bear up long againft the general Intereft of the.
Nation. Now it has been often aﬁeytegl‘ }ay ma-
ny, and demonfirated with great eviderice, that
thofe whote Intereft it is to defire Liberty ar far
more numerous than thofe that oppofe it. But
if in that there fhould at prefent be any mlﬂa\kei

W sh
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Iam fure, when once this Liberty fhal be efta. -

blithed, it wil then be vifibly and indif;
the Intereft of al Partys to m?;in&ix; Tiﬂpl;lt??}z

feveral Interefts of the Natign - wil be then -

drawn up into one Circle, itys
wil touclh each other. ’Ti?efl tC}}JitrE:ff ngngtys
land and Proteftant Diffenters, how opp£ﬁtérilg~
ever in other refpedts, wil therby becom infs) -
parably cimented into one Common Caus, Ahg..
tho we thould fufpeét the Roman Catholics o
have contrary inclinations, yet the ftren :h o(;'
the others Union wil oblige them, for théi% own

Safety, to concur in promoting the- general : §

Good.

Yet for al this, Iwil i ' :
al thus, Iwilrot ftick to acknowled
that fuch a fufpicton of an inclination to Per(égy

cute,in any that may be uppermoft, is not altogether

unreafonable. The Examples of Perfecutions

v 3 \’ 2 9 H
rais'd at one time or other, by 4l Partys that

have had 4 1 i
had the power to doit, authorize thofe .

Fears. But for that very reafon, Ifay,that this
1s fbf’ ﬁttcﬁ.tznze that ever we can e){pé.é’z" to fett]
this Libertyin England : becaufe the Pmré,r isno ;
1 the Hands of the weakeft Party, which istl ‘W
fore leaft able to ftrain it, And if once t]lic;

Settlement

s o
Setthmint Ge. made, “the unjtéd Fiferefl of al Par.
.tys inghe Adwantaggs it bringsalong withit,wil
-inhuimaf appearance fecure 1t againft. the peflibir
ity of ever being fhaken hereafter., = ..
Thefe Confiderations, you fe¢, afford a fe-
.tond: Profpec ofoiir Security in the eftablith-
ment of a Law of Liberty; inthatit wil bathe
JIntereftof al-Partys’to-maintainit ;- And they
sfford alfo anIncifement to fet about that: Work;
becausiof. the feafonablenefs of the bpportuni;
‘ty + Whichsthings defermoxcetdingly ta e at-
tendedl unte. ‘But after:fo palpable d demon-
ftration,as-L think I have given,of ‘that Security,
Ain'the frame of the Law it:felf, I have no mind
riow to-imtertain you with any.thing that may
‘appear. more ~{peculative, tho’in effeét it be r'o
lels folid. ' o
. My meatiing. in thisis, that; 1 have fhown -
‘onely the Pofibility.of this Secarily. Put whe-
ther or no itwil be juftgranted inthe manner
that T conceiv it, is what I cannot arifwer'for. 1
rather. bope it wil be made much better. Buit how-
ever, after this plain appearance of the.poffibi-
lity of the thing, Tthink Tmay refume what T
faid in my firk Letter, as an Advice of fom
‘ b weight ;
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weight ;- That,in this Conjunture, it is both the.
Duty and the Intereft of the Nation to put this -
bufinefs to a Tryal, in aGrave and Moderate
Parliament ; and not by any means to make that
impoffible , by Fattion, Fealou(y, or Defpair,.
w}gch {eems. eafily obtainable by a prudent Con,
(i&' I+ o : . .
Let this be-our conftant Aim, - ta have Liberty §
fetled bya Law. ‘Fhat isthe Mark that. 1 fhoat |
at:  And I would be very loath that. other Peo- §
ples Errors,or Humors, thould make me mifsit,
Weought Al tp be fingly. intent upon our own J
Duty ;. and it we keep fo, weé cannot fail to [§
know it. Which way foever weturn our Re; |
flections, in thefe.mattersof Politics, they wil |
always bring us back to the fame Center, "The |
General Good is the Rule and Touch-Stone, by
© which al muftbe tryed and meafured. - That
(seneralPGood can. neyer teattended unto, much
lets procured, without the General Satisfation
of al ‘Partys; Nor that Catisfaltion without -
tivis Equal and General Liberty which 1'have been
pleading for. - :
Now therfore that every one may the more
rafily difcern their ewnDuty, while, we ar in
‘this_ §
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this- evident. poflibility. of obtaining fuchan-c--"

qual and fecure Liberty.; 1 would have the
* Charch of England,inthe firft:place,Confider with

how much Juftice the Odium of. a Self-intereffe.d
ani fordid Partiality, wilbe caft upon Her by.al
Men, in cafe She ftil continu to obftrut it.
Let Her conftler that, and be Afbamed. In the next
place, If the Proteftant Diffenters fhould fuffer
themfelvs to be fooled out-of this Liberty, by.
the cunning of their Okl Adverfarys ; 1 would
have them confider how obnoxious they yet ly,,
even at thisvery heurto the Redoubled Lafbes of
the fame Laws under which they have fo long
groaned. Let Them confider that,. and Trembie.
And if the. Roman Catbolics-Thould ever attempt

‘to overftrain the Advantages they may receiv by

this Liberty, when it fhal be ettablithed ; I
would have themConfider that in gaping for the

" Shadow,they wil be in danger to lofe the Subffance.

Let Them corg/f:x’éf thatyand be Wife. 1 have now-

~den. lonely againbeg of 'you to pardén the te--

dioufnefs of al thefe Confiderations, and to believ
me to be meft fincerely and affectionately
. : Yours, ¢oc. -

F I N I:55.
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