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@kl 1 |z fuming,and at fo great
K " — " -

N@aZ2 a Diftance, I would
P e os s

- with the utmoft Sub-
miflion afk Ieave to Dedicate
the following Difcourfe,

7o rhe Royal Society ;

—in Token of Gratitude for
the many admirable and ufeful
Difcoveries 1 Nature which
THEIR ILLUSTRIOUSIMEMBERS
have made and publifthed for
near #zzety ¥ears fince their In-
ftitution : Whereby they have
not only advanced many com-

modious and entertaining Arts
and



‘and Sciences ; but alfo fmproi/~'
ed the Humane Mind i1n the
{fublimeft Knowledge, cleared
the Way for our admiring Views
and Adorations of the SOVE-
REIGN CREATOR and
ACTUAL RULER of the
UNIVERSE, driven Atheifm out
of the knowing Part of the
World, and- obliged Multi=
tudes n EuroprPE and AME-
RICA : With the moit fervent
Withes that they may go on
and profper 1n their noble De-
figns to the Confummation of

all "T'hings—
. By
Ther
Moft hamble Admirer,

TroMmAas PRINCE.
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PSAL. CVII. Ver. 33, 34, 335.

He turneth Rivers into a Wildernefs, and the
Water-Springs into dry Ground : A fruitful
Land into Barrennefs; jfor the Wickednefs of
them that dwell therein. He turneth the
Wildernefs into a flanding Water, and dry
Ground into Water-Springs.

5023 Men, who are capable of forming fome Con-
LRl oL ception of the Being, Perfections, Operati-
ons, Works, Defigns and Will of Gop ; fo there muft
needs be a twofold Government of their Creator over them,
agreeable to their different Natures, v:z. (1.) Phyfical or
Natural 5 and (2.) Moral.

'The Phyfical or Natural Governmentof Gop isexercifed
in his continual ordering all material Subftances and what-
ever is formed of them, in the main, according to thofe par=
ticular Methods which he fees moft proper for the Accom-
plifhment of all thofe wife DPeligns for which he at firft
created them. Thus he continually caufes the Sun and

fixed Stars to fend forth their Rays, the Moon and other

Planets to refle& them, or the Rays themfelves to fly ;
B the
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the Revolutions of Day and Night, and the feveral Scafor:s
of the Year ; with various Sorts of Attraétions, Coh=z-
rences, Repulfions, Afcenfions and Defcenfions, and other
Operations among the Elements ; the wondrous Forma-
tions, Growings and Fruitfulnels of a great Variety of
Plants and Animals 3 the more wondrous Unions of {pi-
ritual Subftances to material Bodies, with their various Fa-
culties, Powers and mutual Influcnces 5 the Prefervation,
Increafe, and Decay of thofe I'cwers, with the Conti-
nuance and Diflolution of thofe Unions, &¢c. and all thefe
for a vaft Varicty of exteniive and wile Defigns, in conti-
nual Succeflion, as long as he fees proper.

In fiich Things as thefe does the Phyfical or Natural Go-
vernment of (Gob conlifi. And as every Altion and Ef-
fe€t of his have their moit {itting Flace in his univerfal
Syftem, and he is every where equally always prefent ;
it feems moft likely, that i every Action and Effeét, he
always has a perfect View to every other Adtion and Ef-
fe&t, both paft, prefent, and to come, throughout the Uni-
verfe.

But his moral Government in 2his lower T7orild, 1s his
accommedating all bis Operations, even among material
Subftances, to the morel/ Nature of JAZan ; the principal
Creature he has produced therein, and for whofe imme-
diate Ufc he has chiefly made the ILarth itfelf, with all the
Elements, Plants, brutal Animals, and other Creatures 3
oiven and continues to them their various Watures, Forms
and Virtues : And for the Sake of A4Zan, immediately and
chiefly, next to his own Glory, it is, that he therefore
exercifes even his natural (Government above defcribed.

In his moiral Government, I would fay, he a&ts accord-
ing to the mworal Nature, Faculties, and Powers of Jdun 5
whom he has made to be moral Agents, capable of fome
Knowledge of Him, of his Being, Perfedtions, Works, De-
figns, Will, and Government ; who are therefore undey
indifpentible Obligations of paying him a fuirable Refpedt,
and muft therefore be accountable to him ;3 muft be
wicked, guilty and expofed to Punifliment when they do
not yield him that Refpeét they owe hims; and when
they humble them{elves before him, through the Media-
tion of His SonN, and his boundlefs Grace, may hope to
fec, fooner orlater, the Tokens of his undeferved Mercy
and Benignity,

% And,
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And both this natural and moral (Government of Gon,
is abundantly obferved in Seripture, in this Book of Plalus
efpectallv, and 1o particular in the 72ords before us.

I.] ylis nosrrel Government; in #ws contrary Kindsof
p.ovidential Cperations, viz.

1. In bringing grievous Droughts on a Land. Ver.
23,34 LdFturneth Rivers info a IVildenefs, and the 7%~
ter-opringsinto dy Ground » A frintfi:] Laud into Barrennofs.
1. e, By drying up the Brooks and Emers, he turns the
Channels where they flowed, into {ilent, folitary, and
empty Spaces, like a Wildueruefs : By exbauflino the
Springs of IFater, he turns their Places into Growund en-
tirely dry 5 and by fuch a Droughet, he turns a fruitful Land
1nto a State of Barrenucfs.

2. In changing his providential Operation to quite the
contrary, by giving plenteous and reviving Rains, Ver.
35. e turneth the Wildernefs into a flanding IFater, and
dry Ground into I ater-Springs. 1. e. By bringing on abun-
dant Showers, and thercwith filling every vacant Place,
and covering the lower Grounds, he turns a great Part of
the Land which was hike a parched /27/dernefs, into the
Appearance of Pools of IV ater 5 and the Ground which was
entirely dry, he fills again with rifing and overflowing
Springs.

2.1 We have then his moral Government in the former
gfﬂic‘?ﬁw Difpenfation to a Land or People, fignified by
this Expreflion in Ver. 34.~———for the IVickednefs of them
that dwell therein. 1. e. As he continually exercifes a na-
tural Government among the Elements, and wifely drings

a great Drought on a Land, and knows this Drought
1svery grievous 3 {o he brings it for the [Vickeduefs of the
LPeople that dwwell therern s and this he would have them
know by fuchan afiliCtive and correétive Work of his, and
{o be excited to humble themfelves before him, to repent
of their Offences, return in their Submiflion te¢ him, and
implore his Mercy ; efpecially feek him to forgive them,
to change the Courfe of his Difpenfations, and to grant
them needful and fufficient Showers.

Andthough, in the following Verfe, we have mentioned
only the contrary Inftance of his meer natural (zovern-
ment in turaing the Fildernefs into a flanding P ater, and
iy Ground into I¥ater-Springs; yet 1 think we muft needs
fuppofe that this Change of Difpenfation was an Inftance
of his moeral Government alfo, as well as the other: z. e,

zs he had-brought-on them an efliczive Drought for their
- B.% . Slns
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Sins againft him ; fo thereby he brought them to fome
Confeflion of their Sins, {ome Humiliation for them,
with folemn Prayers for Deliverance, and Rain ; and then,
as a 1 oken of his approving their Confeflions, Humila-
tions and Prayers, or that juft Homage they therein had
paid him ; he changes the Courfe of his providential Ope-
rations, and gives them Shiwers in fufficient Plenty.

For there feems to be the fame Reafon, why 1n the pre-
fent probationary State, he fhould exercife a moral Go-
vernment in one Cafe as in the other.-~-7. 2. When he had
ficnified his Difpleafure by bringing on them a diftrefling
Drought for thetr Sins againft him, which would have a
"Tendency to lead them to Humiliationsand Prayers ;3 and
when they humble themfelves and cry for Mercy, he
fhould equally fignify the Removal or Abatement of his
Difpleafure, at leaift in {uch a Degree as to change the
Courfe of his Difpenfation, take off his chaftizing Hand,
and give them the implored Mercy. And this feems

therefore to be implied alfo, though not exprefled in the
'Y ext before us.

But for further llluftration, I thall endeavour as the
Hour allows, to confider briefly thefe two general Heads:

I. 7%¢ natural Government, or Agency of Gob, i

brilf;zgf;ffg grievous Droughts and plenteons Rains on
a Land, | |

1I. H: 'moral Government, or the moral Ends of thefe
bis warious providential Opérations.

L. T'he natural Government, or Agency of Gop, in
:'E[J‘rm;t;mg gricvous Droughts and plenteous Rains on 2

and.

And here I defire you not to think, I am going to give
youa LeCture of meer Philofophy 3 unlefs you call the won-
drous Geverament and Agency of Gob, to accomplifh his
holy, righteous, kind and wife Defigns, for his Glory and
the Good of Men—Philofopby. No! Iam going to treat
on a noble Subje&t of Divinity, viz. on the wife, mighty,
and conitant Uperations of (Gop—to refcue fome of
from that Branch of Atheifm we are exceedingly inclined
to by Nature, in limiting our Views to the meer Opera-
t10n ok created Infiruments—and lead you to fee the glorious
Gop Himfelf acting in them; and that you may be moved
o fome becoming Adorations of him, and to yield him

his

you
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Lis due Returns of Glory. Yea, as all Things were made
both by and for the Son of G O D, confift in him, and
are governed by him, 1 would have you raife your Views
to him as Lord of Nature in thefe various Aétions and
Difpen{ations.

{ 1.] In bringing grievous Droughts on a Land.

And that we may more clearly fee the Government and
Agency of GobD therein, we may (1.) Obferve the prin-
cipal Infiruments he ufes; and then (2.) The Operation of
Gop in thefle various Infiruments.

1. Lhe principal Inflruments he ufes. And they {eem
to be thefe Four ; (1.) 'I'he Defcent of the FPaters 1nto the
Sea 3 (2.) The Afcent of many into the Canals of Vegeta-
bles 5 (3.) The Beams and Atoms from the Sun; (4.)
and laltly, the Courfe of the /Vinds, carrying the watery
Vapour frony us.

1. The Defcent of the aters into the Sea.

And as the want of ZZater is the main immediate Caufe
of Droughts, it may be convenient to obferve; that the
Creator of all 'T'hings did at firft from nothing bring into
Being a great Variety of material Subflances for various
Ends and Ufes in this lower World. Some are fixed 5 as
all Sorts of earthy Subfiances, Metals, Minerals, Stones,
Salts, &c. Others fluid 5 as Quickfilver, WWater, Oil, Air,
&c. And ’tis likely, that by various Preflures, Fraétures,
Divifions, or Coalitions, every kind of material Thing
may, feemingly at leaft, be changed into any other.

ater is a great Part of the material Subftance Gop
has made for various Ufesin this lower World., And this
wife and almighty Being has created every Particle {o folid,
round and fmooth, as eaiily to flide by each other, and by
other Subftances ; fo exceeding fmall as to efcape the Sight
by the fineft Glafles (2).: And yet ’tis found, there arc
Sorty Times more Vacuity in a Drop of Water than of fo-
lid (4) Matter. DBy thefe Properties, and the various O-
perations of the Gop of Nature in and by them, he has
moft wifely fitted them to roll along, and carry all other
Sorts of material Subftances through the Channels heforms
in Plants and Animals to their proper Parts, both to en-
creafe their Bulk, fupply the Places of thofe that fly off

continually,

(a) Dr. Nicugventyt Thews, that thirteen Thoufand Globules of Water may
flick tothe extream Point of a Needle fo fharp as to be juft vifible ; and that a
Drop of Water contains above tqwemy Million Globules ; yea, accordingto Mr.
Leusvenboek’s Difcoveries, above a Thoufand Times a Thoufand Millioz:,

() So Sir Ifaac Neivten fhews in his Opticks,
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continually, and form their various Oorts of Fruit and
Seed ; yea, to make up a Part of their Confiftency, and
keep them moift and foft; or by the Beams of the Sun,
and thetr Perfpirations only, they would foon grow dry,
and either hard or firm, orbrittleand turn to Powder.

W ithout this Sort of Subftrance therefore, there could
be nofuch Thing as Growth or Fruit either in Plants or
Animals, nor Continuance necither ; but were they ever
fo well formed in the prefent State of INature here below,
they would {oon wafte away, ditlolve, and lofe all their
Form and Ufefulnefs 3 yea no living Creature could {ub-
{1ft. and ’twould not be wife to make them.

But upon every Shower of Rain we {ee a great Part of
the Water haftily defcending to the lower Grounds, {form-
ing into Brooks, running into Rivers, and pouring into
the Sea. And though a confliderable Part foaks into the
Earth, and partly penetrates into the Roots of Vepetables,
and rifes in their Stocks and Branches to premote their
Nourifbment 3 and another Part appears.to afcend in Va-~
pours ; yet it chiefly finks Into various Layers, Canals
and Fountains, and thence breaks out 1n Springs, or runs
through other Pafiages into the Sea, which {wallows all.
And by this Defcent the Ground grows drier every Day ;3
and unlefs recruited with a frefh Supply of Rain, theSur-
face of the Eurth would foon lofe its Motiture, the very.
Springs and Rivers fail, and every Herb and I'ree would
wither.

2. L he djcent of many into the Canals of Fegetables,
partly adding to their Nourifhment, and partly perfpiring
through them into tha Air.

Every green Leaf and Spire of every Tree and Plant
is compofed mainly of Multitudes of little Bottles to re-
ceive a Part of the Rain and IDews : and from thofe little

" Bottles are Canals difperfed into various Parts of the Plant,
to convey a quick Refrefhment ; while a Part of the Rain

defcending abroad and finking to the Fibres of the Roots,
it enters them, and then alcends in innumerable Veficles

and 'T'ubes through every Part of the Plant, to give a fur-
ther Nourifhment; and baving done its Office, the reft
perfpires into the Air and diffipates 3 and.without a frefh

Supply in the Summer, the Plant grows drier and drier,
till 1t fades and dies.
3. The active, {wift, piercing, rarifying Beams and

Atoms of the Sun. |
The-
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The Beams of the Sun are exceeding {ubtil, ative,
niercing : IT'hey proceed with wondrousSwiftnefs, of above
1en Million Oiles in a Minute . they fly perpetually and
penetrate the Plants and Surface of the Earth : They are
cver malking powerful Impreflions on every Particle, and
oiving additional Powers and Motions to every Atom of
every Ildid they come to. T'hey carry a wondrous re-
pulfive Power with them, (¢) and are of greater Force
than both the Powers of Grawvitation and Cobafion in the
watery (Globules, in cale there be any Gedbe/fion in them :
And by ftriking on and in between them, and it may be
forming into an Atmofphere round every Glcbule of Wa-
ter, (d) divide and force them from the Sphere of Gonial?
1nto the Sphere of Repulfiorz 3 and {o by expanding, rarify-
ing, and raifing them up into the Air, continually, lcave
the upper Parts of the karth more and more dry and
parched.

4. And laftly, The Courfe of the F7inds carrying the
watcry Vapours from us.

For though the folar Rays and Atoms are continually
ratfling vaft Quantities of Vapours from the Seas into the
Air, fufficient to {upply the Earth, and ail the Vegeta-
blés, Animals, Springs and Rivers thereon, with Water 3
yet the Winds are needful to bring them over the Laund,
in order to their forming into Clouds above it, and {hed-
ding down in Rain upon it: Or they would chiefly form
in Clouds above the Surface, whence they rife and fall
down to the Seas again. ‘I'he repulfive and expanfive
Powers among them may be indeed fufhicient to bring fo
many over the neighbouring Shoars 1n the Day, as to
come down in Dews at Night: But if the Winds either
blow them not over us, or blow them quite bevond us be-
fore they colleét in Drops, and much more blow the Va-
pours rifing from our Land to the airy Regions aver other
Places 3 no Supply of Rain will follow here, and the

DProughs

(c¢) Sir Ifaac Newwton obferving the Rays of Light refleCting and bending
when they come near the Surface of Bodies without touching them, {uppofcs
an invifible, extremely fine afive and nnrverfal Fluid as the Caufe of this Re-
pulfion.  But with the utmoft Submiflion to fo fuperior a Judgment, I would
humbly fuggeft, whether it be not as probable that coery drom of Light and
Hear, if not of Water and other Subflances, may have an claflical Atuof-
phere about it, charged with a repulfive Power ;3 and whether this elegflical
Atmofphere may not be the main Source and Inftrument of Thunder, Light-
ning, the Aurora Borealis, Ele@ricity, and fomec other Pha:nomena in Na-
ture ?

(d) Tacknowledge this is a Conjeltyre alfo of mine, which feerrs to folve
many Difficulties.
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Drought among us will increafe continually ; ’till, as the
Scriptures reprefent it, the Heavens over us becomne as Brafs,
the Eciy2h bereath as Iron, and the Rain of our Land only
Duft avd Fowdezr. Deut. XxXvili. 23, 24.

T'hefe icem to be the ébief Means the Ruler of the IV orid
employs in bringing and continuing Droughts on a Land.

We go on to confider,

2.] The Operation of Gop Himflf in thefe various In-
ftruments. And here,

X. Asto the Defcent of Waters into the Sea.

T'his is done by what is called by fome the Power of
Gravity, by fome the Power of Atiraétion, but by others,
and I think more roperly the Fower of Preffure, from
fome internal and invifible Agent ; whereby all dorts of
material Subftances in this Planectary Syffem within the
Sphere of Saturn, above fifteen Flundred Adiliionn Miles
Diameter, (¢) are propelled towards all others with a juft
Degree of Force in exal& Proportion to their Quantities
and Diftances ; fo that every Particle, unlefs hindred by
other Kinds of Powers, is always moved exactly as if it
knew every other Particle within this mighty Sphere, and
as If 1t always knew exadtly both where and how far off
they are, and where and how they move ; and as they ali
are ever changing their Situations, fo every Particle is
prefied accordingly ( /).

>T'is by this powerful Impetus, that all the Waters in
the Earth above the Level of the Sea defcend into it.
But this Power can be no other than even the adtual Fower
of Gop Himfelf moving them along to that great Foun-
tain he has prepared for them. FYor material Subftances
are plainly unintelligent, unvoluntary; unconf{cious, un-
felf-active, un-felf~moving T hings, and are only {ubjet to
be moved by fome other Kind of Agent; and it appears

moit clearly to every careful Enquirer, that this Power
which

(e) Mr. bifion computes the Diameter above fiftecn Humdred and fifty
Millions ; and Dr. Gregory above eighteen Hundred and ziacty Millions : But
Mr. #Whiffon intends the mean Diameter, and Dr. Gregory the longeff.

( /) 1ihould alfo mention what 1 call the Comerary Sphere, of at leaft a
Hundred thirty-tawo Hundred Bdillicr: Miles Diameter round about our Swx,
and within the Compafs of his Artraséion 5 Siv Ifaac N.qvton, and Dr, Halley,
having from Hiftory and Obfervaticn found therein about fwenty feveral Bla-
zing Stars of -different Magnitudes and Degrees of Motion, and in different
Orbits and Direétions, by Virtuc of the Swux’s Artratiion, coming down to-
wards and wheeling round him, and then by a projecting Force going up
again, and fo revolving at their feveral Periods : But the Learned are waiting
for_morec clear Difcoverics.,




i## DROUGHTS and R A1 N S, G

-

which moves thém, is both every where, always prefent
throughout this valt planetary Syftem, always acting on
every Particle therein, perfeltly intelligent, wife and re-
gular inall its A&ions, without the lealt Miftake or Inter-
miffion; and fuch a univerfal, powerful, all-knowing,
wife and conftant Agent, can be none but GO D. Thus,
as in Pfal. civ. 10. He fendeth the Springs into the Fal-
leys, awbich run among the Hills : ver. 6,—8. The Watcrs
g9 dozoun by the Valleys unto the Place which Thou haft founded
faor them.

2. As to the Afcent of many IPaters into Plants—

"This isa Motion leoking contrary to the former Power
of Gravitation: and {feems to be owing partly to the won-
drous Forms of the feveral Fibres, Tubes, and otherParts
of Vegetables 3 partly to the Ai¢raéiion between the Juices
and the Sides, and upper Parts of their containing Veilelss
partly to the claffical Air within them ever contradting
and dilating ; and partly to the piercing and rarcfying
FHear of the Sun, which putting their Juices into a State of
Repulfion, and altering the elaflical Coniiftence of the
Air among them, or in their neighbouring Veffels, forces
the watery Particles upwards in their Velicles and "Tubes
to every Part, and through their Extremities into the
Atmofiphere.’

But fo curioufly and wilely formed is every Fegerable fer
this and other Defigns, that none who nicely examines
them, can think, that any other than a wife and umver-
fal Agent, ever a working all over the Earth, can be their
Former, which isnone but G O 1.

And as to the Air’s Flagfticity 5 it is that Sort of Power
whereby it is capable of being comprefled and dilated, and
when forcibly comprefled, as the Preflure ceafes, the Air
will ever immediately réturn to its natural Expanfion, tili
it comes at leaft to a Balance with the Powecr of Grevita-~
zion > And this expanfive Power is {fo wonderful as to ke

‘dilateable to above fifty Thoufand times greater Extent of
Space at fame times than atothers (g). But though the
Author of Nature, forvarious Ufes permits us to comprefs

it to a great Degree, and in fome Degree compretles it
| himielf

 (g) Mr. Boyle found fifty Tloufard times: Dr. Harris computes 02€
Hundred and eighty Thoufand times : Bur, My, B, Marun {ays, that by
the bare Power of its Spring, it will dilate into thirfeen ‘Tba:d&rzfi times
preater Space than it poffefjis or: the Surface of the Globe, and yet may be com-
vrefied by Force into _gxty times Zefs Space than 7045 ¢ So that the Alr may
dilate itfelf to fewen Hundrid and erghty Thoufund Times greater Lxtent than it

may be commprefied o,
C
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himfelf by his Power of Gravity ; yet In this he ever
bounds cxr Power. as no Power of Man can {o comprefs it
as to make its Particies touch, or unite into a compact
Body. And as this irrefiftible Power on the one Hand,
and this expanfive Power on the cther, is univerfully ex-
ifting, and continually, and moft regularly and wifely
acting ; it is asevidently the alting Power of Gop, tho’
al&ting in a different Manner, as is that of Gravitation.
By fuch Means as thefe, the infpired Poet {ings, in P/al.
civ. 16. The Trees of the Lord are full of Sap, the Cedars
of Lebanon which bhe bath planted : And Ver. 14, Fle cau-
feth the Giafs and Herb to grow.

3. As to the a&live, {wift, piercing, rarifying Beams
and Atoms of the Sun

Of thefe there are many wondrous Properties; and
every one difplays the univerfal Prefence, Wifdom,
Power, and Agency of Gop. But I would now only
confider their furprizing Force and Swiftnefs. And as
from the Creation, they have been conftantly and directly
flying from that great central Source of Light and Heat,
to its whole Syftem of Planets and Satellites, above a AZ:/-
lion times falter than a Ball out of a Cannon in its greateft
Celerity () 5 who can imagine they could do fo with-
out a perpetual Source and Exertion of Almighty Energy ?
And who can imagine thefe Millions of Millions of Mil-
lions of Rays, continually, and moft regularly, and wifely
emitted and carried along direCtly, without a divine Pre-
fence, Knowledge, Wifdom and Power, in perpetual
Concert and Operation ?

For fuch a Being muft be perpetually prefent and a&ive,
not only with thefe innumerable Millions of Rays, but
even with every one of the innumerable Millions of
Atoms 1n every Ray; giving this amazing Force to every
Arom as it leaves the Sun, forcing it up from this vaft
Body which has above two Hundred Thoufand times more
attractive Matter than our Eerth, in oppofition to this
other Power of Grawitation, perpetually moving and
guiding them in fo quick and exaé& a manner, that not a
Ray or Atom fhould flide aftray ; and in fo vaft a Multi-
tude and Progrefs, as continually to fill the Sphere of Sa-
furn all round about the Su#, above Jifteen or eighteen Hun-
dred AMillion Miies Diameter, as we obferved before :

Yea,

(5) Dr. Harris computes above a Adillien, and B, Martin {ince, above
S teen Hundred Thoufand times fafier,
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Yea, were the whole concave Surface of this vaf? Sphere
of Saturn as folid as the Surface of that Planet ; by the
conftant flying of the Sun-Beams to it, and reflelting
from it to us, the whole concave Surface of that mighty
ophere all around us would continually fhine as bright as
he. But how many Millions of Miles the Sun-Beams are
contiruzily flying further, even zs far as fome of the fixed
Stars, which appear alfo to be other Suns at immeafurable
Diftances, is yet undifcovered, and beyond Defcription (7).
But they all demonftrate the conftant Agency of Gop
himfelf in thefe innumerable, mighty, and unceafing A ¢ti-
ons. Agreeable to this we read in Pfal. Ixxiv, 16. Thou
bafl prepared the Light and the Sun : Matth. v. 45. He
makeith bis Sun to rife : llaiah xlv. 7. I form the Light :
And Job xxv. 3. Upon whom doth not his Light arife 2

45 and laftly.” As to the Lourfe of the /Vinds carrying
the watery Vapours from us

{7inds are only Air in Motion, and dire€ted in a fenfi-
ble Current from one Part of the Atmofphere towards an-
other, And their inftrumental Caufes feem to be in ge-
neral, partiv-the folar Beams and Atoms either direlt or
reflex, or difperfed, or all, making unequal Rarefaltions,
and partly Particles of Cold, making unequal Gondenfa-
tions 1n the Atmofphere ; whereby either a greater expan-
five I'orce, or a greater Power of (Gravitation in one Part
than another, bears on the neighbouring Part where there
is the lea{t Refiftance, and drives the Air before it, till
the bearing and refifting Forces come to a Balance, and
then enfues a Caln.

But all thofe A&ions both of Radiation, Gravitation,
and Expanfion, we have fhewn already to be the Exertion
of the Power of Gop in tholfe Ways and Inftruments.
And the fame may be {aid of Particles of Cold, and their
powerful Condenfaticns. For though #eat and Cold are
only contrary Senfations inus ; yet as fome Sort of AZfoms,
which may be called fulpbureous, feem to be peculiarly
fitted to rarefy, and give us the Senfation of Heat ; {o fome
other Sort of Particks, which may be called n:trous, {eem to

be fitted to condenfe, and give us the Senlation of (old,
C 2 But

(I') Mr. E/Z?{tﬂﬂﬂ and other Aftronomers Cnmpute the mean Diﬂ‘ztnCE of
the Sun from us to be eighty-one Million Miles ; and Br. Gregory the fﬂrth‘_ﬁﬁ:
Diftance, above ninety-four Million : And from Mr. Bradley’s wonderful Dif-
covery of the Parallax of the bright Star in the Head of Draco, Dr. Defagu-
{iers compnutes, that this fixed Star thines fo brightly to us above four Hundred

Thoufand times farther than from the Suz to ws,
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But they being alike material, muit needs derive thelr
Force from Gop ; and in all their Aétions it muit be his
continued Power exerted in them. Oo that all the Rife,
Motions, Direflions, FPorcesand Effelts of the Winds are
juftly to be afcribed to him.

But though he may commonly operate in thofe various
Subftances according to the particular Methods he has feen
fit to appoint for his ufual 4c2i0n in them 3 yet for certain
Reafons I cannot but apprehend, that the Cafe of #77nds
is one of thofe Cafes wherein he does not always confine
himfelf to thofe ufual Methods, but has wi/ely referved his
Liberty of varying from them, and often improves it when
he fees proper (#) : So that unknown to us, he raifes,
moves, direéls, Increafes and abates the Winds, both
where and when, and in what Degree he pleafes, to ac-
complifh his wife Defigns.

Agreeable to this, Infpiration tells us, that ¢ Fle who
createth the Wind—ithe Lord God of Heffs is bis Name,
Amosiv. 13. That He commandeth and raiferh the flormy
Wind, Pflal. evii. 25. "Uhat He bringeth the Wind out of
pis Treafuries, Pfal. cxxxv. 7. T'hat He canfeth bis
Wind to blow, Plal exlvii. 18. ‘That He maketh the
Clouds bis Chariot, and walketh upon the IVings of the I ind,
Pfal. civ. 3. And that Fire and Hail, Snow and Vapour,

Slormy P ind arve fulfilling his WWord, Pfal. cxlviii. 8.

‘T"hus have we feen fomething of the natural Govern-
ment and Agency of Gop, in bringing Droughts on a
I.2.nd. And by fuch Means as thefe he puts forth his
Power, and we may fay as fob, in Chap. xii. 15. Be-
haold he wvith-holdeth the Waters, and they dry up: As Afaph,
Plal. Ixxiv. x5. Thou drie/? up mighty Rivers : Or, as the
Prophet Napuim 1. 4, 5. Le drieth up all the Rivers ; Ba-
Shan lavgufheth, and Carmel, and the Flower of Lebanoin
languifcth 5 the Larth is burut at bis Prefence, yea the
¢Zorld and ail that dwell therein.

We go on to confider,

IY. His natural Government, and QOperation alfo In giv-
Ing plenteons KRains. ‘

And here we may obferve, that as the fn/fruments and
Operations in giving Rains are chiefly the fame he ufes in
pro-

(%) Sce fomething further of rlez #eferaszd Cajes at the End of this firfk
Cencral Head. -
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producing Droughts, tho’> fome he employs in a different
Way ; we may be therefore briefer in treating on them.
And that thefe may be more diitintly viewed, we may
likewife (x.) Obferve the principal Infiruments he ufes ;
and (2.) his powerful Aétings in thefe various liiftru-
ments.

1.] 'The principal Inffruments he ufes in this Affair : And
thefe may be reduced to the following Articles; (1.} The
Seas ; (2.) T'he folar Beams and Atoms; (3.) 'The mutually
attraétive Powers between the Sun and Moon with cur At
mofphere and Waters; (4.) The Courfe of the Winds in
bringing the watery and nitrous Vapoursover uss (5.) The
condenfing and uniting them in Clouds and Drops by the
Powers of Cold and Attralion, and their defcending by the
latter of thefe two Powers.

1. [he Seas.

Thefe are the great Refervatories and perpetual Foun-
tains from whence the Rain isdrawn : The watery Sub-
ftance in their Surface, being firft divided from the Salts
adhering to it, then railed into the Atmofphere, expand-
ed, carried about by Winds, formed into Clouds, joined
in Drops, diftilled in Showers; fome infufed and rifing
into plants and perfpiring in the Air, the reft running in-
to Springs and Rivers, then by conftant Circulations re-
turning to the Seas again; and from thence employed on
the fame kinds of Circuits and Defigns, in perpetual
Revolutions. Do Solymorn obferved above twenty-feven
Hundred Years ago, Ecclefl. i. 4. Al the Rivers run into
the Sca s yet the Sea is not full 5 unto the place from whence
the Rivers come, thither they return again.

But as the Springs and Rivers run into the Seas, and
without a frefh Supply from thence would quickly fail,
the Earth grow dry, and every Herb and Tree would
wither ; the arduous Queftion is—How fhall the #Zater
which is 8oo Times heavier than Az in Winter, 850
in the Spring and Fall, and goo in Summer (/), rife
up againit all the Laws and Power of Grauity, into this
vaflly lighter Medium, and form in Clouds, and there for
a Time fufpend and float aloft on this thinner Element,
till it unites in Drops and falls in Showers? And efpe-
cially how can thefe Waters rife, when every fguare Foot

Column of the Atmofphere is found to.prefs with a Weigh;
o

(1) So Dr. Defaguliers in the Tranfaiions of - the Royal Societye .
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of above two Thoufand Pounds on every foct fquare of
Water in the Surface of the Scas and Earth () @ One
would be apt to think that here they would be bound down
for ever. But,

2. The primary Means of their riiing {cem to be, the
exceeding altive, {wift, piercing, feparating, rarefying
Rays and Atomns from the Sun.

How they operate we have confidered before: And
fhall here only obferve, that as the Suz is computed about
eighty-one Millions of Miles from the Earth, thcy fly this
Diftance in about eight Minutes; and in a hot Summer’s
Day, they divide and raife a zenth Part of an fnch from
the Surface of Pater ; which from every jour Foot fquare
will make a Gallon, and from every fquare Mile above frx
Thoufand Tons (n). And as thefe divided Globules rife,
they are by the repulfive and refleting Atoms of Heat,
{o rarcfied or driven fo far afunder from each other, as to
extend to fwo Thoufand times greater Space than they
did as they lay in the compalt Form of Water; till the
rarefying  Force diminifhes and comes to a Balance with

the other Power of Gravitation.
3. The mutually atfraétive Powers between the Suz and

Noon above, and our in‘ﬂéa/}bbere and W aters below.

For, to {peak in the ufual Style, as zhofe great Bodies
every Day pafs over the Seas, the Waters nearly under
them rife up towards them ; And tho’ the A4oon be abun-
dantly lefs than the Sz#, yet the is fo much nearer to us,
being but about two Hundred and forty T houfand Miles,
that our Seas rife five times higher towards ber, than
towards the ather (0); and this higher Rife is called the
Tides. And tho’ the Attraction of the Sun and Adoorn con-
jun&tly are infufficient to divide a fingle (Globule of Water

from the Sea ; yet as they either jointly or feparately go
over

() Mr. Boyle found the .Atmofpbere to prefs on a [quare Foot with a
Weight of taventy-one Hundred and fixty-eight Pounds Averdupoife, or zvcnty-
Jix Hundred and ten Pounds Troy. |

(7) So Dr. Haliy in the Tranfaliions of the Royal Socicty.

(o) Sir Ifaac Newoton in his Principia {zys, when the Sea rifes towards
the Su», one Foot eleven Inches and an Eighth of ap Inch, it rifes to.
wards the Moon eight Feet and eight Inches : which is a little above four and
an balf times more towards the Moon than towards the Swn: But Mr. B.
Martiy {ays, Mr. Domkey has fince found i§ to be jfive times more to the
Aoon than Sun. And yet both Computations may be right, according to the
various Perigees, Apogecs and “Latitudes of thofe attrathive Bodies: Yea,
thefe two Gentlemen may miftake Siv Ifzac ; for Ire immediately adds, that
wvben the Maan is in heir Perigree, the Tidé rifes tawo Feet bigher, and morc -
which is above fiwe Times and an balf higher than towards the dun,



in DrRovcHTS and RAarNs. 15

over it, the Forcé of Atiracion in the ZWaters towards the
Farth muft in proportion be abated, and therefore more
eafily and plenteoufly raifed by the folar Atoms; and the
watery Globules being once divided, rarefied and raifed
into the Air, the lefs is their Attraéiion towards the Earth,
and the greater in proportion towards thofe heavenly Bodics.
And as the the Sun and Moor are every Day pafling round
our Globe ; even the whole A#mofphere nearly under them,
unlefs prevented by other Powers, fucceflively rifes to-
wards them, increafes its Extenfion, and helps the Vapours
upward, Though after all, the fuperior Power of the
FEarth’s Attraction, being {o near thefe Vapours, as long
as it continues, will hinder every Atom of 4i» and Water,
though not of Light, from flying away.

Thus we in fome meafure fee how the Zaters of the
Sea are raifed into the Atmofphere in great Abundance,
and thereby Preparations made for plenteous Showers.
But how fhall they come over us and rain down upon us 2
1o this I anfwer,

4. The Courfe of the 7Vinds are a principal Inftrument
in bringing both the raifed Fapours and condenfing Cold
or Vitre over us.

For tho’ the rarefying Powers we mentioned before have
a Tendency to fpread the Vapours raifed from the Sea
into the Atmof{phere over the Shoars and Countries round
about ; yet as fome particular Winds may either hinder
their coming over us in plenty, or carry them away before
they contract in Clouds and Drops, and thereby continue
and increafe a Drought among us; f{o other Winds may
both bring and make them meet and croud above us in
oreat Abundance, and both drive the Atoms of Heat
away, which kept up their Rarefaction and hindered their
Condenfation, and may alfo bring a nitrous, cold, or lefs
warm Air ; which helps to condenfe the rarefied Vapours
into Clouds and Drops.

5. And laftly,—"The aniting them in Clouds and Drops
by the Powers of (old and Attrattion, and their Defcent in
Rain by the latter of thefe two Powers.

Whether the Particles caufing Co/d be a peculiar Kind
of Subftance, or are only without that Motion which
caufes Heat ; it is enough that what we call the Particles
of Cvold help to contraét the watery Vapours, or bring
them fo near together as fenfibly to intercept fo greata
Number of Rays of Light, that we cannot fee the Sky, and

then
k|
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then they appear in the Form of Clouds (p). .And the
like no doubt is alfo the Eftect of the Attraétive Power of
thefe watery Vapours, when it is not hindered by the con=
trary Force of Repulfion or Expanfion from the more power-
ful Atomsof Light and Heat.

Yea ’tis highly propable, that by the wnterchangeable
Predominance of all thofe Powers, occafioned by the Revo-
lutions of Day and Night, and the different Sealons of
the Year, and other inftrumental Caufes—the Atmofphere
round the Globe is continually, in every Part, either ex-
panding above or contralting within its Balagrzce of
Gravitation 3 and that this is a main, continual Source of
our Varietles of Winds and Weather. While by the
Power of Hear 1t is expanding over us, or kept above the
Balance, we have droughty Weather: And when by the
contrary Pewers of Cold and Grawvitation it contraélts and
comes below the Balance, the watery Vap.-urs draw nearer
to each other, tll they form 1n Clzds 3 and as therr at-
tractive Power predominates, they join in Drops and de-

fcend in Showers. |
Thefe fecem to -be the warious Inflruments of plenteous

Rains. DBut we muft now confider,
2.] The Agency of Gop in thefe various Inftruments.

And in particular,
1. As to the Seas, the material Source of all,
- T'hefe great and perpetual Fountains the wife CREATOR
has provided for the neceflary and continual Supply of the
Earth with fufficient Rain. They feem to have been

prepared at the Creation of this Globe (¢): and he has
fo

(p) The Particles of Cold feem to be unequally difperfed thro’ the Armo-
Jphere: And as there fcems to be u peculiar Repulfion between them and the
Jolar or fulphburcous Atoms on the one Hand, fo a peculiar #riraffion between
them and the 2varcry Globules on the other. And as Ifear may Le more or lefs,
either according to the Number or Degree of A&tivity of the fu/plurcorns Atoms,
fo may Co/d be more or lefs, either according to the Number or Degree of
Activity of the nitrous Particles. 'When the folar or fulpbureons Atoms there-
fore become in'any Part of the Atmofphere cither tewer in Number, or
weaker In Alion ; the lefs are the nizrous Particles interrupted in their
Action, and the more freely and fully do they exert their Power. In their
Jmaller Numbers or Degrees of Aétion, they feem only to cordenfe the watery
Globules, or draw them nearer to each other, and fo form them into Clouds &
but in greater Numbers or Degrees of A&ion, freewe them : and in freezing
alt fo powerfully as not only to fix the pureft and mofi luent Globules of
Water into Swow, Hail and Ice, but even to break the Barre! of an fron
Gun enclofing them 5 and in a ftrong brafs Cylinder of two or three Inches
Diameter, to force up a Weight of tewo bundred and fifzy-four Pounds, againft
all the Preflure of the incumbent Atmofphere : as Mr, Boyle obferved,

(2) As both Up-land, Mountains, Fallys, Riwers and Scas, feem to be
needful
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fo wifely placed them, as to lie convenient for every Re-
gion. The Northern Seas for the northerly Parts of //fa,
Europs and America : the Mediterranean for the foutherly
Parts of Lurope, the northerly of Africa, and the wefterly
of Afia : the Eaff-Indiun Secas for the foutherly Parts of
Afia and the ealterly of Africa : the Atlantick Ocean for
the welterly Parts of Europe and Africa, and the eafterly of
America: and the Pacific Ocean tor the welterly Parts of
America and the eafterly of Afia, () &c. And who could
create and place them but Gop alone? Plal. xcv. 5. The Sea
1s his, and be made ity and bis Hands formed the dry Land.
Pfal. Ixxiv. 17. Thou haj? fet all the Borders of the Earth,
Pfal. xxxiii. 7. He layeth up the Depth in Store-houfes.
But yet his continual Influence is neediul to prelerve
not only the La#es and Rivers, but even all thefe mighty
Oceans, from being totally dried up and loft. For by their
watery Subftance inceflantly rifing into the Atmofphere at
the rate of about three Hundred thoufand Adillion T'ons in
a Day (s); without his more mighty and perpetual In-
fluence in that Operation called A#tracfion, the Earth in
its exceeding fwift Rotation in its annual Orbit, of near

a thoufand Miles in a Minute, would leave this watery Sub-
ftance {lreaming away behind it, as faft as it arifes, until
the Seas themfelves were totally exhaufted without Reco-
very, and fo this whole Globe itfelf deprived of every

Particle of Moifture. ,_
And perhaps this might be one Way of the Earth
being delivered from the redundant Waters of the Deluge.

And a Comet pafling thro’ or near the {treaming Vapour,
might then attra&t and carry it quite away : or it might
defcend to the lower Planets which might want them, or
to the Sux bimfelf if the Rays would let it, or be by them
difperfed to- the bigher Planets or Satellites of the folar

Syflem. |
But by this his particular Operation which we common-

ly call 4ttraction, he by an amazing Force continually
makes

needful from the Creation, both for Health and the full Supply of Water in
every Region; fo the infpired Pfu/nif? fignifies the fame in Pfal. civ, =) 3
where he plainly defcribes the State of our Terraguecous Globe, both Jefore,
iny, and at the Ending of the Flood : which I leave the Reader to confider.

(r) I might alfo obferve the needful Situations of the Baltick, Euxine,
Cafpian, and Red Scas, the Penctian and Perfian Gulphs, and other great Bays
and Lakes in diverfe Parts of the Globe, for this Defign : But the bare Sight
of them in a Map will fhew the Wifdom of their Situation.

(s) This Computation I make upon the Suppofition that the whole Surface
of the wunfrozen Seas, Bays; Lakes and Riwvers round the Globe make but a

Feurth Part of its'Superficies,
I>
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makes the remaining watery Vapours to keep with the
- Earth in its fwiit Rotation, from being left behind it.
‘T'hus therefore thould we own to (Gop as that righteous
Man, Neh. ix. 6. Thou hajl made the Seas and all that is
therein, and thow preferwveft them all.  And how wondrous
is the Exercife of his Mercy, Patience, Benignity and
Power, for this ungrateful and wicked World, continually !

2. As to the rarefying Beams and Atoms of the Swun. .~

We have already confidered their Adtion as the Ope-
ration of Gop. T'o which I may add—that by the Com-
putation above we may further fee, that were our whsle
Globe covered with unfiozen /¥ater 5 {uch is the {till migh-
tier Power of Gop put forth in thefe inconceivably dimi-
nutive Atoms of Light and Heat, as not only to make
them fly up hither with fuch an amazing Force againft the
Sun’s Attraction, as we obferved before, but even to raife
from hence four Times as many Million Tons of Water in
a Day, as we juft now mentioned, i.e. Twelve Hundred
T houjand Millions, and this againit the united Powers both
of Cohzfion and Attraction. Yea if the whele Sphere of
the Earth’s Orbit were a concave Surface of Flater, the
folar Atoms would have the fame Effet to raife them :
and how many Million of Million times more would be
then raifed by them, is beyond our Capacity to compre-
hend. How amazing is the Power of (Gop put forth in
in thefe extreamly diminitive Atoms (7).

And all this Raifing and Expanfion of Waters is only,
either by the reflexive Power of the Sun Beams which is
abundantly weaker than in their direét Defcent; or by
the unaccountable Aéiwvity of their difperfed Parts, when
the Rays being intercepted in their reétilinear Motions
have immediately loft their Light, are diffolved into their
innumerable Millions of Atoms, and thefe dark Atoms left
to innumerably various Motions from what they had be-
fore, and have need of (Gop both to guide them and con-
tinue their Activity for thefe wondrous Purpofes.

Y ea this Operation of his Is both more evident and won-
dertul, in that he continually fieers both thefc reflecfing
Rays and dijperfed Adtoms of Light and Heat with the

wdatery

(t) The Atoms of Light are fo inconceivably {mall, as Dr. Niewventye
fhews, that the rath Parr of a Grain of Za/lorv confumed in the Goth Part
of a ATinure in a Candle of fix to the Pound, produces a greater Number of
Rarticles of Light, than a Thoufand Times a Thoufand Million of Earths equaf
ro ours, would be able to contain Graras of Sand.  And what a vaftly greater
Mewmber flill; do the abundantly denfer Beams of the Sun produce?
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gvatery Globules, and carries them up between the defcend-
ing Sun-Beams 3 which elfe by their vaftly greater Force
would beat them down to the Seas, or rather never per-
mit them to rife again{t their mightier Current into the
Atmofphere : And yet thefe expanding Globules of Water
continually crofs thofe defcending Rays without Interrup-
tion. It muft all be done by the wife Direltion and
continual Agency of the Power of (Gop. Thus Ae di-
videth the Sea with his Power, as “Fob declares in Chapter
xxvi. ¥2. So the Ifraelites in Pfal. cxxxv. 6, 7. What-
Joever the LO R D pleafed, that did he in Heaven and
in Earth, in the Seas and all decp Places s he caufeth the
Vapours to afcend from the £nds of the Earth, .

Or if thefe Rays and Atoms touch not the watery Glo-
bules, but get under and form Atmofpheres around them,
or raife and force them up before them by jfome other ele-
mentary Power exerted at a Diftance from them; it will
be yet more wonderful, and not lefs evidential of the
Action of Gop, but lead us nearer to view him. For
whether this be by an aniverfal Fluud, or their claftical A4t~
mofpheres 3 .this ¥Fluid and thefe Atmofpheres being all
material, they can only all, as they are acted on by that
univerfal, all-knewing, all-wife, all-powerful Being.

And after all, fince Sir //aac has computed, the Aioms
of Light are {o inconcetvably {mall and {olid, that their
Attraction is above a Thoufand Million Adillion times greater
than the Force of Gravity on the Surface of the Earth,
according to the Quantity of Matter in each ;~— what
but the Fower of Gop can firflt force them up from the
Sun againlt the Sun’s mighty Attraétion? And as {foon as
ever they have done their Oflice here; then in oppo-
{fition to the great Attraét:on between them and the Larh,
force innumerable Millions of them back again ; Multi-
tudes up to the Adoon, reprefenting to her the Larth as a
olorious Luminary fifteen tiines greater than fbe appears
to us, as Dr. Gregory computes 5 Multitudes flying; to the
Sun again 3 and Multitudes of others to unknown Diftan-
ces fucceffively in all the @etherial Regions round about (),

D2 2. As

Cu) I id fuceeffivey—=Becaufle the Sun-fiine. Haif of the Larth being
always towards the Sux, it in her annual Orbic turns freceffively to cvery Part
of the {tarry Region in the Courfe of a Year: Though it feems highly pro-
bable that this Day-light Half of the Globe looking always towards the
Sun, the greater Part by far of his refleffed Rays arve in their Current to-
wards him retra@ed to him. The like may be faid of all the Plancts

and Sarellisos wheeling round him and enlightened by him j their Day-light
Si1de
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2. As to the mutual Aitraizion between the OSuy and
Moo above and the Haters with our dimaefphrere here be-
low ——

We have already fhewn, that this 4ztraciion or mutnal
Impulfc towards cach other, ating always every where
throughout the folar Sy/temn, not only 1R every Atom, even
in the very Centers of every Body, but alfo with a perfect
View to all the other Atoms throughout the Syftem in all
their various Diftances and Situvations—muft needs con-
ginually proceed from an univerfal, perfectly knowing,
wife and powerful Agent, always cvery where working
in them : which can be none but Gop., 'The like Agen-
cy of Gop wc have alfo fhewn both in the RKife and
Courfe of the /7inds, whereby he brings the watery and
nitrous Vapours over us—in condenfing them in Clouds
and wniting them in Drops by his Powers of Cold and At-
trafzion—and in making them defcend in Rain by the lat-
ter of thefe two Powers.

But here we muft alfo obferve, that when he has raifed
fo many Millions of Tons of Water into the Air and hangs
them over us like heavy Mountains; then he by the fame
merciful Power reftrains them, holds them up, and per-
mits them not to run into mighty Lakes or Gataradls at
once, and overwhelm and drown us; but joins "the wa-
tery (Globules only into Drops one after another, and {o
diftils them, fometimes for feveral Days together, as the
"I'rees, Herbs, and Corn can bear them. So 74 ob-
ferved with grateful Wonder, Chap. xxvi. 8. He bindei>
up the Waters in his thick Clonds, and the Cloud is not yent
snder thein.

‘L'his is Part of the Agency of Gop in giving Plenty of
Rains. And thus the Prophet even repeatedly aflures us,
Amos v, 8. and ix. 0. He calleth for the Waters of the
Sea, and pourcth them out on the Face of the Earth. So
thedivine Poet in Plal. exlvii. 8. 2Zho covercth the Heavens
eveth Clouds, who prepareth Rain for the Earth. And then,
as Elibu defcribes it in Job xxxvi. 27, 28. Hemaleth [mall
the Dirops of Water : they ponr down Rain according to the

Vapour

Sides looking always towards him. And though he emits innumerable Mil-
iions of Rays centinually to all the fixed Starswithin their Reach 5 yet iz
feems moft likely that he conflantly receives as many frem them as he fends
forth z0 them : And {o thefe innumerable Stars or Suns, by the mighty and
aanceafing Agency of Gon, may only exchange their Rays continually, and
conftantly fupply each other. Or if any be fpent in the Comers or Plancrs, he
smay fend off the refined fulphurcous Subftance in them, with the Rays he re-
flects, and make equal and perpetual Reparations,
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Vapour thereof : which the Clouds do dreop and diflil upon Ma
abundantly.

And thus have we briefly confidered the narural Agency
and Government of (30D both in bringing grievous Droughts
and plenteous Razns ona Land.

And yet after all our Searchings, his Ways of acting in
thefe Ml4tters are not fully difcovered to us. So Eliphaz
feems to intimate, when he fpeaks of Gop in {fuch Terms
as thefe, Jobv. g9, 10. Which doth great Things and un-
[fearchable, marvelious Things without Number 5 Who giveth
Rain upon the Earth, &c.

But as we obferved under the Head of 7277nds—In thefe
and other Cafes, we fhould not dare to apprehend that the
Sovereign Gob in governing this lower World intirely
confines himfelf to act according to his common Courfe
of Nature ; but moft wifely and jultly rcferves the Liberty
of alting otherwife on all Occalions when he fees molit
fitting. |

Such like »eferved Cafes feem to be Earthquakes, Hurri-
canes and Tempelts; Stormsof Wind, Rain, T hunder,
Lightning, Snow and Hail, with the raging of the Seas;
and indeed all Kinds of Weather, hot and dry, cold and
wet ; the Rifing of noxious Vapours out of the Earth,
the Corruption of the Air, the Multiplicaion of Infells
and Animalcula, infe&ious and epidemical Difeafes 3 Mul-
titudes of Alterations in human Bodies; perfonal Diftem-
pers and Mortalities ; Lotteries and Accidents ; as alfo in-
numerable Changes of Ideas and Propenlfities both in
brutal and human Creatures. In all which he rules this
lower World and brings about his wife Defigns ; making
all Kinds of Subftances, indeed, his fitting Inflruments,
and ufing them ; but, whenever he fees Occafion, grving
additional Degrees of Power and different Direitions, or
abating their Degrees of Power in other ways than
in his common Courfe of Nature, which is only his ufual
Way of Operation in them.

In this manner he may in the moft proper Seafons f{end
both Droughts and Rains, and Sicknefies and Health, to
particular Places ; he may point his Lightnings to parti-
cular Perfens ; he may raife a Storm to difperie a Flect, and
give additional Powers to a Guft of Wind to overfet a
Veffel, or to the Waves to break her; he may direct
Phyficians to a fuflicient Knowledge of the Cafes of their
Patients, and the fuitable Means of their Cure, and give

- additional Forces and Direétions to the Medicines in their
iward
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inward Operations, or otherwife. And fo in Multitudes
of other Cafes: Or there would be no more need to pray
to (Gop for a fafe Voyage, or a profperous War, or to
preferve from Drought, or Plagues, or Enemies, or to fave
in any Sicknefles or Dangers; than to pray in an extream
hot Day, that he would make the Sun to go down at the
ufual Time ; or in a dark and cold Night, to rife again ;
or that he would make the T'ide to ebb or flow : which
would exceedingly, if not intirely prevent that Reverence
of him, which in the prefent State of human Nature is
highly if not abfolutely ncedful, to keep the Race of Men
in any tolerable Order, and cxcite them to pay him their
fuitable Acknowledgments, both for his own juit Glory
and their Advantage.

In fhort, the Wifdom and Goodnefs of Gop feem to
vequire a rwofold KNind of natural Operation among his
Creatures in our terreftrial World, anfwerable at leaft to the
prefent Condition of Men therein : —the one Kind more
flated, as the conftant Revolution of Nightand Day, and
the Seafons of the Year, the A&ion of Gravitation, the
Ebb and Flow of Tides, the {fhining of the Sun, &c. that
{fo we may not be at all Uncertainties in ordering our Affairs,
but may have thefe univerfal Neceflaries to depend on.
Dut as we need powerful Reftraints from gratifying ouv
evil Appetites, and Kxcitations to all Kinds of Duties, ef-
pecially to Gop our Maker, Owner, Sovereign and con-
tinual Upholder and Benecfaltor 5 it feems both <wife and
Find that he fhould alfo in Multitudes of Cafes keep us in
Uncertainty, and occafionally operate in all dorts of Sub-
ftances; that we may conftantly fee our Dependance on
him, and Need of his gracious Interpofals for us, may fear
to offend him, and when he chaftens us, may be moved
to humble ourfelves and 1mplore his Mercy in the Change
of his Difpenfations.

And fuch a wife Scheme of divine (Government as this,
the boly Seriptures clearly give us, as I might eafily thew
in the above-mentioned Cafes. In particular, fuch Appre-
henfions of the Operations of Gon has the infpired £E/ibze
taught us, asto bis ordering our Atmofphere, in job xxxvi.
and xxxvi. ¢ Remember that thou magnify his Work
¢ which Men behold ! Every Man may fee it, Man may
¢ behold it afar off.  Behold (Gop is great, and we know
¢ him not. For can any underftand the Spreadings of
¢ Clouds or the Noife of his Tabernacle? Behold he

¢ {preadeth his Light upon it, and covereth the Bottom of
‘ the
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the ‘Sea. Yor by them judgeth he the People, he
oiveth Meat in Abundance. With Clouds he covercth
the Liight, and commandeth it not to fhine by the Cloud
that cometll betwixt,—Iear attentively the Noife of
his Voice, and the Sound that goeth out of his Mouth :
He direteth it under the whole Heaven, and his Light-
nings unto the Ends of the Earth :—He thundereth with
the Voice of his Excellency-—(sop thundereth marvel-
oufly with his Voice: {sreat T hings doth he which we
cannot comprchend., FYor he {aith to the Snow, be thou
on the Earth ; likewife to the {mall Rain, and to the
oreat Rain of his Strength : e fealeth up the Hand of
every Man, that all Men may know his Work: QOut of
the South cometh the Whirlwind., and Cold out of the
North : By the Breath of Gop, Iroft isgiven, and the
Breadth of the Waters is firaitencd.  Alio by watering
he wearieth the thick Cloud : He fcattercth’ his brwhr
Cloud ; and 1t is turned round about by his Counfel ; that
they may do whatfoever he commandeth them upon the
Face of the World in the Earth : He caufeth it to come,
whether for Correétion, or for his Land, or for Mercy.

But this brings us to confider,

ﬂnnnhﬁanhn'ahhnmhnnﬁ-nm

11. His moral Government, or his morel Ends in thefe
various Providential Operations.

And here we may (1+) take a View of his moral Gs-
cerument of Men in general; and then (2.) in carfing
Droughts and Rains in partzczz!m :

[ x. ] As to his moral Government of Men in general—

"I'he Scriptures are {o clear and full in this, that whoever
believes them wrote by Infpiration, cannot doubt it. I
fhall therefore offer fomething to confirm our Faith there-
in from other Arguments.

And that he dlways exercifes fuch a moral/ Government
over his moral - Greatures, {uch as Adan, muft needs arife
from his own moral Nature and theirs, and from his na-
tural Relation to them.

Foras to HimseLr—His neceflary and eternal Se/f- Ex-
zflence muit needs be owing to the moft abfolute Perfedti-
on of his Eflence ; an Effence fo fupremely and abfolutely
perfect, that it cannot but eternally exift. And this Ef-
fence muit be {o abfolutely perfeét, as to comprehend every
abfolute Excellence therein : there being an equal abfolute
Neceflity of one as well as another, and fo of all as well

as any : of abfolutc Spirituality, Ubiguity, Under/flanding,
5 Pawﬁr,



84 The Natural and Moral Agency of GOD,

Powery and Knowledge, which are commonly called his #a-
sural Excellencies ;5 as alfo of abfolute #ifdom, Fuftice,
Goodnefs, Truth, and Holinefs, which are commoly called
his moral, as wcll as the other.

And as his natural Excellencies plainly include his 70-
val 5 fo the Exercife of his natural Excellencies inany Ac-
tion equally includes the Exercife of his moral in the very
fame Actionalfo. Asthey areall eflentially undivided and
abfolutely harmonious in him, they muft for ever acl in
abfolute Concert and Harmony. In particular; being
ablolutely fpiritual, always every where prefent, and always
abfolutely underflanding, knowing, and powerful ; he muft
be always abfolutely wife : and being always abfolutely
wife, he muft always have the wifeff Ends in every Ex-
ertion of his Power, both in creating, upholding and or-
dering every Creature, and in every A& of his Power
contained therein.

And as he hascreated AZen with all their Faculties and
Powers, and continually upholds them, continually pre-
ferves them from innumerable Evils, and even fuch as
would be moft affli¢ting and fatal, and is continually
obliging them with innumerable undeferved Kindneffes of
the greateft Moment, according to his fovereign Pleafure ;
as they abfolutely depend on him, and he has an abfolute
Propriety in them, is infinitely full of the higheft and
moft venerable and amiable Excellencies, and has given
them Power of knowing all this; they muft needs in
Juftice owe him the higheft Gratitudy, and Love, and Reve-
rence, and fdonour, with the moft abfolute Devotion, Ser-
vice and Obedience : And all this he muft needs know ;
and both his own Perfe&tions require of them, and alfo
engage him to treat them in a Way agreeable to the
very Nature of that moft abfolute Knowledge, Wifdom,
Goodnefs, Truth and Egquity, which are effential in him.

And here I might eafily thew, that a moeral Government
of Gonb .is mo? vighteous, and therefore he muit in Juftice
exercife it: that it is the b¢/f Government both for him-
felf and his moral Creatures ; and therefore his abfolute
Goodnefs will effe€ually move him to it: That it is
the wife/? and mof? firring, and therefore his abfolute Wif-
dom will lead him to approve and chufe it: and that he
perfectly fees all this, with his own abfolute All-fufficiency
for this moft perfe@ Government; and all this in the

moft united Harmony will engage him to undertake and
manage
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manage it in the moft perfe&t Manner. But the Time

would fail me.
And I would only now remonftrate—How extreamly

abfurd would it be to aflert, that fuch a Man is the moft
excellent Father, who only in general provides Things
needful and convenient for the natural Supply of his Chil-
dren 3 biit takes no Care of their moral Good, neither to
give them any Intimations that Wifdom, Kindnefs, Juftice,
‘T'ruth, Hatred, and avoiding of all moral Evil, or Love
and doing of all moral Good, are acceptable to him 3
but wholly lets them alone to do as they lift, to revile
him, and fpoil his Works, and lye, and cheat, and gratify
every inordinate Appetite, and hate, injure, and deftroy
each other ; and yet never correts them, or fhews any
Difpleafure at their horrid Crimes, zor ever helps thofe
who repent, nor even thofe who honour him, when in
Diftrefs they cry to him for Mercy ! And as it would be
extremely abfurd to aflert that fuch a Man is the mof? cx-~
cellent Father, and as GobD is infinitely more excellent than
Man can be ; it muft be infinitely more abfurd to imagine
that Gop can in fuch a Manner govern the Children of
Men, who are much more the Children of his own Pro-
duction.

Only we muft here obferve ; that confidering the moral
Nature of Gop and Adan and our Condition in this Life,
it is evidently inconfiftent with abfolute Juftice, Benignity
and Wifdom, to limit our Exiftence to the prefent Srate :
And as the prefent State muit needs be defigned chiefly
to be a State preparatory or precedaneous to a future ; it
is not a thoufandth Part of his abfolutely perfect Scheme
of moral Government which 1s exercifed here, and that
we now can fee (w): On which Account in Multitudes
of Cafes it muft in the Nature of Things appear exceed-
ingly myfterious to us, and we muit therefore refer the
Completion, with our {atisfying Views thereof, to Eternity.

And now,
[2.7 As to his moral Agency and Ends in caufling Dyoughts

and Rains in particularssmm——— As

aw) Herein I fpeak much <within Bounds ; his aéf:fate{y perfest Schewmd

rea{:hing to endlefs Succeffions in Erernity : Tho’ for the Satisfaction at leaft
of the Blefled, that they may not be ever kept in intire Sufpence, it feems to
be requifite, that in this eternal Scheme, there muft be fuch fuccefive Periods,
fo complete, as to give the Saints and Angels a clear View of the perfect

Harmony of the divine Perfetions in them: and then go intc meww onss, for
sheir further Wonder and Delight, and fo fucceffively for ever,

J X
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As Gop has made us the mof fuperior of Creatures in
this lower World ; he has alfe made this terraqueous
Globe and Atmofphere, with all the Subftances and infe-
rior Creatures in them, In a gradual Subordination of
Nature to our Ufle and Benefit, and {fo he commonly or-
dersthem in his Courle of Providence: And as in this
he makes them in the Courfe of Nature terminate, this
was his Defign, and this Defign he carries on continually:
And herein is not only the Exercife and Difplay of his
natural Excellencies of Spirituality, Ubiquity, Under/tand-
iz, Kucwwlodre and Power 3 but alfo of his moral, elpe-
cially Z2ifdon and Benignity.

And as not an Atom of Light or Heat, or Particle of
Air, Cold or Nitre, or Globule of Water, in his Courfe
of Nature moves but by his altive Power 3 wherever he
exerts this Power, efpecially in caufing Droughts and Razins,
he therefore always a&ls in perfe&t 72ifdom, for the wifeff
Eunds 3 tho’ to us In their very Nature infcrutably various
and extenfive, 1n their numberlefs Connections, Branches
and Trains of Confequences: And thefe wife £nds mufk
needs be moral as well as natural with refpeét to Men 3
for whom they are chiefly made, who are chiefly affelted
with them, and in whofe Afliftion or Advantage, undex
Gop, they {fupremely terminate.

But tho’ 1 f{aid Afiction or ddvantage—as thefe two
Ends more clearly {feem to be different in a natural Senfe
yet in a morael Senfe, in our prefent depraved and mixed
State, which 1s a State of Probation, and fo of needful
Difcipline for our greaterBenefit, all Afllictions may be ad-
vantageous, even eternally advantageous, excepting thofe
that hinder any in preparing for Eternity : And thefe
muft needs be meer Punifhments to the particular Perfons
utterly ruined by theny, tho’ they may be Advantages to
others,

As to the natural End of God in Droughts, it muft in
oeneral therefore be as he in his Courfe of Nature makes
them terminate, wiz. in gfflzéfing us. And as to Rains—
when they are unfeafonable or immoderate, his #atural
End muit be to a7 us alfo: But when feafonable and
moderate, 1t muft be by reviving and increafing the Fruits
of the Earth, and the Cattle, to promoté our Benefit.

But then thofe natural Ends, with refpelt to z#s, mufk
needs.in Wifdom be fubfervient to his m07a2l. And as to
thefe, we may obferve in general—"1'hat as his natural/ End
in Droughts and unfeafonable and exceflive Rains, mutk

be
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be to affict us, his morel nd muft be by this AMiction
to corred? us. & hat as his natura/ End in feafonable and
revivine Showers s our Advantage, his moral End muft
be tiizrzby to oblige us :=—And as in his conftituring INa-
ture hc defignied and made the jormer kind of Difpenfa-
tion afflictive, and the Zn7er beneficial, and fees they are ;
{o he Bnows the natural and moral Sentiments and Lifpofi-
2ions he has made them bave a natural "Tendency to raife
up in us and lend usto: And thefe muft be his wife and
moral Views in {fending them.

In particular therstore, they arc fuch as thefe———e

To cure us of thofe'Legreas of Atheifm, thot are apt
to grow upon us in a conitant Courfe of agrecable and
fruitful Seafons, and lead us to confider and f{ece his con-
ftant Operations, Being, and Perfeftions, both in thefe
and other of his Works of Nature—"T'o raife up in us an
anfwerable Admiration, Efteem, and Reverence of him.—
"To move us to pay him that Refveét and Homage which
ate his Due, both on account of his efiential Excellen-
cies, natural and moral, and of his wondrous Works both
of Creatior and continual Providence,

In a fcorching Drought, to convince us of cur intire
and conftant Dependence on him in thefe particular Ope-
rations of Nature.—'I'o make us fecel and fee him affiét-
ing and chaftizing wus, and apprechend his awful Power,
Juftice,and Difpleafure therein.—"1'o {tir us up to confider
our Relations, Obligations, and various Duties and Be-
haviours to him.—T o excite us to a ferious, diligent and
Impartial Searclhh both of our Hearts and Lives, that we
may difcover our Sins of Commiffion and Omifiion in all
their Kinds, Numbers, Aggravations and evil Nature,
Fruit and Tendency.—To move us to lament, confels
and forfake them, to humble ourfelves before him, refolve
on Amendment, and implore his Mercy.

And as for us who live in the Light of the Gofpel—to
bring us further on to thofe peculiar Graces and Duties,
which this higheft Revelation of Gob on Earth points
out and requires us to feek and labour after : Such as the
fanétifying Change of our Hearts as the Source of all Sin-
cerity and real moral Excellency, and their being broken
and melted for all our Dithonours of (Gop and inward
- Contrariety to him ; our juftifying him in all his Chaf-
tifements, and our loathing and condemning ourfelves
before him ; our hating and renouncing every Sin both

in Heart and Life; our Defire of mortifying every In@®
E 2 clination

o]
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clination thereto as offenfive to him, of being recon-
ciled to him as the higheft and beft of Beings, of being
conformed to him in Holinefs, and of glorifying him by
univerfal Obedience ;5 our rejoicing in CHRIsT the Jde-
diator, our earneit Application to him to reconcile us to
Gop, and procure us every Blefling ; our hearty em-
bracing him in all his Offices, and our trufting in him
to difcharge them for us; yea thro’ him our returning
to Gop in the higheft Affeltion, and giving ourfelves
intirely to him in an everlafting Covenant ; imploring
not only Pardon and temporal Help in the prefent Difli-
culty, but alfo his perpetual Friendfhip, with his effectual
SpiriIT to keep from every Sin, mortify every corrupt
Affe&tion, grow in every (race, abound in every Duty,
and freely and faithfully ferve him for ever; and then
humbly and patiently waiting for all thefe Mercies.

And laftly, upon anfwering our Prayers, kindly chang-
ing the Courfe of his Difpenfations towards us, and giv-
ing us feafonable and fuitable Showers ;—Then to rife in
lively T hankfulnefs, and Love, and Praifes; and proceed
in all other due Acknowledgements of our Obligations to
him.

Thefe are plainly the moral Ends of thefe his providen-
tial Operations, as the very Nature of Things, as well as
the inipired Scriptures, fully thew, had I Time to men-
¢ion them. But I muft now conclude with fome

IMPROVEMENT,

I. Let us then learn 20 fee the Operations of Gop in
Nature, with his Being, and various natural Perfections 3
in particular his Prefence, Underftanding, Knowledge,
Wifdom, and altive Power appearing in them.

It is even contrary to the real Truth and Conne&ion
of Things, as well as that Refpect we owe the fole CRE-
ATOR and Preferver, Owner, Lord and Ruler of the
Univerfe, to look on the Operations of natural Caufes as
Operations without his continual Influence, Support and
(Guidance, If we therefore had a due and realizing View
of Things, we fhould view them as Inflruments in his
upholding, acting and directing Hands, which he conti-
nually ufes to accomplifh his innumerable and wife De-
figns among his Creatures.

All the Operations of Nature round about us are his
sontinual Actions: And in every lucid Ray and Spark

4 we
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we fhould fee a Glimpfe  of his univerfal Power and Pre-
fence, as well as in every glowing Fire, and in every Streak
of Lightning. In the diamond Drops of Dew on the
morning Herbs, we fhould fee ’tis he that glitters in
them, as well as in the Stars of Heaven. When we lookand
fee the Moeon and Sun, we fhould fee their Maker fhining
in them, and how he covers himfelf with Light as with a
Garment, So we fhould fee him acting in the falling of
every Drop and Atom, in the boiling of every Spring, in
the running of every Courfe of Water, in the moving of
every Wave, in the growing of every Spire of Grafs:
We fhould perceive him in every Breeze of Air, as well
as in every Pulfe of Life: And we fhould hear him in
every Rill and Wind, as well as in the Roaring of the
Sea, and the Voice of T hunder.

But we fhould efpecially fee his natural Operations in
Droughts and Rains, and in all the confpiring Actions of
their inftrumental Caufes, as we have before defcribed g
and view them with religious Wonder, Delight and Ve-
neration,

II. Let us endecavour alfo to fee his moral Government
and Excellence, in particular his Wifdom, Goodnefs, Juf-
tice, Truth, and Holinefs, with hismoeral £nds in thele
Difpenfations.

In affliGtive Droughts, we fhould fee his Holinefs, or
Hatred of Sin, in thofe natural Signs of his Difpleafure—
his Fuffice in chaftizing us—and, as we live in the Light
of Infpiration, his Z7xth in anfwering thofe Intimations
he has given in Scripture of executing this particular
Judgment, for acting and perfifting in Contrariety to
him ; it being by Infpiration only that the 77xth of Gop
can be difplayed. Yea, in correcting with this kind of
Difcipline, he fhews, and we thould fee, his Goodne/s; as
>tis ufeful to convince us of our Dependance on him, that
none but he can help us, and fo reduce and bring us to
implore his Mercy ; but much more ftill in anfwering
our worthlefs Prayers, and giving needful Showers In our
Extremity—And in all, his #77/dom in difplaying and glo-
rifying both his F.xcellencies and his Government both
natural and moral, promoting our Conviétion and Vene-
ration of them, with our prefent and everlafting Intereft,
and accomplithing a Multitude of other wife Defigns a-

mong his Creatures.
And as he has a great Variety of Ends both natural and

moral in the very fame A&ions; fo in his with-lolding
Rainsa
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Rains, we fhould fee him making the Vegetables wither
and fail in Fruitfulnefs, the Beafts decline in Flefh and
Strength, and fo lefs fit for Food or Labour; and all to
terminate both in a/fliéiing and correciing us, and thereby
awakening us to {uitable Convictions of his Being, Perfec-
 tions, Providence, our Relation, Obligations and Duties
tp him, Sins againf{t him, his Difpleafure with us, our
Intereft to return and feek to be reconciled to him, and
implore his Mercy ;5 and excizzng us to a becoming Reve~
rence and Adoration of him, and to all thefe Duties. And
in his giving feafonable Showers, we fhould fee him revi-
ving the Vegetables and Animals, promoting their Growth
and Fruitfulnefs, and all to terminate both in relicving and
obliging us, and thereby exciting our religious (sratitude,
Efteem, Love and Praife, and every juft and grateful
Duty to him.

T'hefe moral Ends of his we fhould therefore alfo have
in View continually in thefe Dealings with us, and la-
bour after an intire, juft and wife Compliance with them :
Or we behave unnaturally; 7. e. direétly contrary to our
moral Nature, Obligations, Intereft and Reafon ; as well
as the apparent T'okens of the wife, good, juft and holy
Will of our Sovereign RuLER, Chaftifer, and Bene-
fattor. -

III. When we view thefe Things, we fhould with
Pleafure alfo fce, how exaltly the Scripiures Ifpeak, and
how clearly the Works of (Gop in Nature confirm their
Verity.

For befides the Paffages before recited, we may further
obferve,—T"hat when the watery Vapours {pread not in.
the Part of the Atmofphere over us, or form not into
Clouds, or the Clouds only appear without fhedding a
Shower, and then break away, and let the parching Sun
pour out his infufferable Heat on the thir{ty Earth, and
no winds from other Quarters round us bring any Supply ;
then we fhould look up to Gop, and hear him fpeaking
with fome Difpleafure, asin Amosiv. . I have witholder
2be Rain from you 3- and asin ffa. 1. 2. I make the Rivers
a Wildernefs : And then own to him as Solomon, 1 Kings
Viil. 35. W hen Heaven is fhut up, and there is no Rain,
becaufe they hawve finned againf? thee.

When the Vapours rife, and gather in thick Clouds,
and the Lightning flathes with irrefiftible Power, let us
then lift up our believing Eyes, and fee Gop in them :
Let us hear him fpeak with Majefty and Terror, as in

1/a.
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Ifa. . 3. I chath the Heaven with Blacknefs : And then
believe and own as the Prophet, fer. x. 13. When be ut-
tereth his Voice, there ts a Multitude of Waters in the
Heavens, and be caufeth the Vapoursio afcend from the Ends
of the Earth ; be maketh Lightnings with Rain ; be bring-
eth forth the IWind out of bis Treafures, So Chap. li. 16.

When the defired Rain comes down,~——Then let us
further fee and fpeak of God with Eliphas, as in Fob v.
X0, 11. Who giveth Rain on the Earth, and [endeth WWa -
ters on the Fields, to fer up on bigh thofe that be low, that
thofe who mourn may be exalted to Safety.

When the Showers defcend on fome particular Places,
and pafs by or ftop before they arrive at others;——Then
let us with humble Submiflion hear the {upreme Orderer
of them {ay, asin Amosiv. 7, 8. [ caufed it to rain on one
City, and caufed it not to rain on another ity : one Piece
was rained upon 3 and the Piece whereon it rained not,
withered :— Yet bave ye not returned unto wme, [aith the
l.orpD.

And when the Rains are plenteous and general j—let
us then gratefully fee and fing as King Daevid with the Con-
gregation of Ifrael, in Pfal. Ixviii. 9. Thou, O GOD, did
Jend a plentiful Rain, whereby thou didft confirm thy weary
Heritage.

While we fee the Corn and Grafs dying, and the
Drought continuing, and growing more intenfe ; let us
fee the burning of the Divine Difpleafure, and fay as he,
in Fer. xil. 1, 3. Righteous art thou, O LORD, How hng
fhall the Land mourn, and the Herbs of every Ficld wither,
for the Wickedne[s of them that dwell therein ! And when
we fee the Rain defcending and reviving the Plants and
Animals, and caufing them to grow and flourifh ; then
let us fpeak of Gop, and o him, as they in P/al. civ,
1 3,——15. He watereth the Hills from bis Chambers 5 the
Earth is [atisfied with the Fruit of thy IVorks: He caufeth
the Grafs to grow for the Cattle, and Herb for the Service
of Man 5 that he may bring firth Food out of the Earth,
and IVine to make glad the Heart of Muan, and Q:l to make
his Fuace to fhine, and Bread to flrengthen the Heart of Alan.

IV. Letus now confider thefe various Works of Gob,
both as to his natural and moral Difpenfations to «s in the
prefent Summer— 1T he moft remarkable on thefe Accounts
we have ever known, :

Let us remember how greatly he diftrefied us in the late
moft extraordinary long, extreme, deftroying Drought,

| “ and
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and in’ many Places Swarms of various Sorts of Infe?s de-
vouring all before them. I bave met with none that re-
members the like Diftrefs, The firft Crop of Hzy which
was our chief, yea with many the fole Dependance, to
fupport the Cattle for our five Months foddering Seafon,
fo far cut off, that moft of the People had but a fourth
Part, many but a fifth, many but a fenth of what they
ufed to mow ; and many nsne at all, being obliged to turn
their Cattle into their only mowing (round to keep them
from perifhing : And how affelting was it to {ee them
empty, pining, and go lowing about for want of Food ;
their Owners pitying, but unable to help them.

In many Parts of the Land, we faw innumerable Swarms
of Worms and Grafhoppers concurring to devour the re-
maining ferbage ——In many, both the Beans, Peafe,
Qats, and BLarly withering up :——In many, various Sorts
of Vermin deftroying the Flax, the Potatoes, Turnips, and
other Eatables : In fome, Millions of Ziztle W orms con-

fuming the neceflary Leaves of Trees in Orchards:
In others, Multitudes of Jarger W ormns cutting oft the Roots
of our fndian Corn, the main Subfiftence of the People :—
The Face of the Ground fcorched to a reddith Hue :—
"T'he Brooks, Springs, and many Wells and Rivers dried
away :~——"The Roots of the Grafs fo burnt, as they
icemed irreparable, and the remaining Corn folding up,

and at the Point of perifhing,
Never were thofe affeéting Paflages in Foe/ i. and Fer.
X1v. more pertinent to us than in that diftrefling Seafon.
And all the while we were languifhing under the ex-

tream Affliltion, Gobp was railing up as great a Quantity
of Waters out of the Sea into the Air as ufual: Even in ten

Miles of the Light- Houfe, on every Day above nine bun-

dred thoufand Tuns ; and in an bundred Miles, on cvery Day

above ninety millions (x) ;3 but direCting them to other

Quarters, and not permitting the Winds to bring them
over us; or if they did, he drove them on to other Parts

of the Atmofphere beyond us, kept up the Heat and Ex-
panfion /ere, and would not fuffer the Vapours to join in

Drops and Showers on our parched Land.
Let us never forget our great Extremity, our growing

Difficulties, our threatning Dangers, our affecting fl?mﬂ
. peét

(x) To keep within Bounds, I take but bulf the Circles of 1o and of Too
Miles Radius : and whereas Dy, Halley found the Sun exhales in a fquare Mile
every warm Day 6914 Tuns; I here take no more than 60co in every fquare
Mile. And the likke may be faid, of any 10 or 100 Miles of any Part of the

Sca Shoars, or great Bays of all the Bririfb Provinces and Colonies,
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fpect of lofing half our Srocks ; being obliged to fend not
only five bundred Miles to Penfylvania, but even to Eng-
land above three thoufand, neither of which was ever.done
before, for Hay, to fave {fome of our Caitle alive ;=
Yea, the Profpeét of more diftrefling want of Bread for

Ourfelves and Children 3 neither having it, nor wherewith

to purchafe it. |
Let us remember how awful the Difpleafure of Gop

appeared ; and how we humbled ourfelves before him,
falted, confefled our Sins, and cried for Mercy, Zhur/day
Fune 15th was our Day of general Fafling and Prayer

throughout the Prowvince.
And now behold in what a wonderous Manner he has

heard and anfwered ; given us gentle and moderate Showers,
almoft every other Day, with moft fuitable Intervals of
warm Weather, revived many of thafe Fruits of the Earth
which feemed irrecoverable, caufing them furprizingly to
flourifh, that we are like them that dream ; deftroying
the devouring Infefls, and even giving the Hopes of a
plenteous Harveft !

V. And laftly, Let us now confider what grea: Obliga-
¢1ons we are thereby under to this SOvEREIGN BEING,
who has thus kindly anfwered us, even exceeded. our
Prayers and Hopes, and what are zhe Duties we indifpen-
{1ibly owe him.

And here we fhould fee—"That this Kindnefs of his
1s not becaufe we have in the leaft Degree deferved it,
but quite the contrary : That it therefore flows from his
mere Sovereign Grace thro> Curist the Mediator »
T'hat it is to teftify his approving our paying a Part of
our due Homage to him in our Humiliations and In-
treaties in this probationary State ; and to. fignify how
much more acceptable would be our cordial, univerfal,
and continual Homage, and how extremely to our Ad-
vantage. ~

Our fr/# Duty then, even of every one among us,
and of this whole obliged People, muft be to be ex-
ceeding thankful to him, and moft heartily to blefs
and praife hime——To fing, as Dawvid and bis People in
. gj&'{- Ixv. 1, 2, 9,~—¢. Praife waiteth for thee, O GoDb,

c. . " |
Yea, our further Oblipations—are moft highly and fer-
vently to love him, to forfake every Sin, and avoid every
‘L'hing offenfive to him, efpecially the abufe of the Fruits
of his Goodnefs——to devote ourfelves thro’ CHRIsST en-
K | tirely
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tirely to him for ever : and make it our Bufinefs and De~
light to do whatever pleafes him, keeping in View his
Glory as our higheft End, and his revealed Will as our
unvaried Rule to value his Favour above every Crea-
ture, and never reft ’till we know we have an Inte-
reft in it as alfo to reverence, adore, feek and truit
in him for the future.—Laftly, to confider our Mifery
under the moral Drought or want of celeftial Influences ;
to get a more affecting Senfe of this far more great and
fatal Calamity ; and to implore with unceafing Importu~
nity the Sovereign Grace of Gop to deliver us from it,
by fthowering down the beavenly Rain, or thofe efficacious
Influences of his Hory SpiriT, which will revive
and wafh our Souls, and produce the Fruits of Holinefs
and Righteoufnefs, and Joy abundantly throughout the
Fand. Hof. x. 12. It is Time to f[eck the LorD, till be
come and rain Righteoufnefs upsn you.

And, to conclude,—Let us long for, and joy in the
Profpelt of the moft bappy and univerfal Reign of CHRIST
a-coming on this lower World: And whenever we feel
a natural Drought, or fee a Shower, let us with Pleafure
think on thofe reviving Prediciions of Him in Pfal. Ixxii,
6, 7,—16, 17. He fhall come down Ilike Rain wupon the
mown Grafs, or Showers that water the Earth : In bis Days
Sfhall the Righteous flourifh, and - Ibundance of Peace ‘fo
bong as the Moon endureth: There fhall be an Handful of
Corn in the Earth, upon the Top of the Mountains ; the
Frur thereof fhall fhake lLike Lebanon, and they of the City
Shall flourifh like Grafs of the Earth: His Name fhall endure
for ever 3 His Name fhall be continued as bng as the Sun 3
and Men fhall be bleffed in Him 5 all Nations fhall call Hin
Bltﬁd& '
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The two following Sermons, by the [ame AUTHOR, may

be had of JouN LEwis iz Pater-nofter-Row, uear
Cheapfide, viz.

I On the taking of CApe-BrrToN. The Fifth Edi-
tion. Price 4 4.

II. On the Glorious Viétory near CurrLopEN ¢ Be-

ing a clear and concife Hiftory of the late Rebellion in
Scotland. Price 6 4.

Note, Thefe three Difcourfes, bound together, may be
had for Twa Shillings,

Lately publifhed, neatly bound with gilt Leaves, and printed on as good Letter
as any Field’s Bible, Price 2.
Compendium of the HOLY BIBLE, To which is prefixed, A Brief
Account of the Hiftory and Excellency of the Scripture, By AL E X-
ANDER CRUDEN, M, A, Author of the Concordance to the Bible,
Printed and Sold by %. Lewwis in Pater-noficr-Rotw, near Cheapfide.

Note, 'This CompPENDIUM is curioufly adapted to the Conveniency of the
Pocket, being but five Inches long, three broad, and about Half an Inch

thick; and yet fhews, in a fmall Compafs, the Purticulars of all the
Scriptures,



