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Riifed wp by GO D
To .

Feed His PeoPlef.

- .

Psarm LXXVIL 71, 72

wen He broughr him to Feed Jacop bis People, and
Isg AxL bis Inheritance ; fo be Fed them according
20 the Integrity of bis Heart, and Guided them by
the Skilfulnefs of his Hands. B |

HE meaning of the Text is plainly
this -— that the moft high G O D,
who rules among the fons of Men’
and beftows the Government on
whom He pleales, having an Eye to-
the advantage of his People Jfrael,
* and having chofen and . qualified his
Servant David; He by a {pecial Providence conduct-.
ed Him to the chief Seat of Power among them : To.
this He bro’t Him for this great End, that He rhight
Fecd & Guide them ; and being thus advanced, He -
took care to anfwer it in his {ucceeding Government ;
¢ He fed them according to the Integrity of his Heart,
¢ and guided them by the Skilfulnels of his Hands,

- Bux



2 Civil Rulers

Bur in treating of the Words I fhall not enter inta
an Hiftorical Detail, either of the lignal fteps of £ro-
vidence in condu@ing Him to fo great a CE:rge, or
of the various Inftances of his wife and faithful Exe-
cution’of it. I {hall onlytake a tranfient view of the
things moft obvious in the Paffages now read, and
then propole rbofe Heads to a moré particular con-
fideration which they naturally fuggeft, and that will
eafily dire& us to apply them to our felves.

Anp here are thefe 4 Things ---

1. Tre Singular Relation between the Blefle
- GOD and that ancient People. "

2. His fpecial Providence acknowledged in r:uﬁn%.
he chie

up and bringing fuch a one as Davi to t
Seat of Power among them.

3. T'ue principal and gracious E»d obferved of
this Providential Difpenfation. IR
4. & laftly, David’s wife and upright anfwering

this gréat End in his fucceeding Goveinment.

1. TH E Singular Relation between the Bleffed
G OD and thar ancient People.  And this 15 {ome-

what more emphatically reprefented by doubling the
Expreflion, tho’ with fome Variety --- Zacof his Peo-
ke, and Ifrach bis Inberitanse. R

By Facob & Hrael we know is meant the fame ;
and by thefe Names are here meant the Peoplé ifluing:
from that ancient Patriarch that barg them. - Inth

Hebrew tis -— in Focob & in Ifrael --- pofhibly to
fignity his adminiftring among them rather as a
Friend and elder Brother, then his ruling over them
asa forreign and imperious Lord. And it is not
fimply faid, in Zacob or Iffach -~ but in Jacob bis
People, and Hrael bis Inberitance. How aofien dogs
the Blefled Gop delight to ftile Himfelf in Scripture
the God of Facob, and the God of Ifrael ? And hera
their fingular Relation to Him as his People and In-
heritance is very carefully obferved, both asap Illuftra-

‘ 19(0)9 ™



Raifed up, & 4

ﬁan of - his Ipecial Favour to thém in placing fuch a
one s @am%eover them, and of theu:l o;:u!?'gdolxll?tg
Him in fetting Him at the Head of fuch a People.

2. We have bis fpecial Providence acknowledged
in vasfing up and bringing [o qualified a Perfon as
David 0 the chicf Seat of Power among thets, ~

In the yo verfe, tis faid, He chofe and 200k Himé
i. e. at firft from his more private Station ; and thro

various ProvidentialChanges; now He &rings Him to
take the Chair of Government. Whatever means
were ufed by David or his Friends ; yet the principal
Ageéncy and Conduct of this Affair is here religioufly
afcrib'd to Goo. And the Expreffion ftrongly. inti-
mates, that in all this matter He had a fpecial view to
the Good of his People. |

3. We have then the principal and gracious End
obferved in this Providential Dsfpenfation.

It was 20 Feed & Guide his People Ifrael. ¥ add
the word to Guide, becaufe ’tis addedin the followin
Paflage. It was for this great End that Gop at fir
had chofen Him, as the ‘T'ribes of If7ae) themfelves
obferved to Him, when they firft affembled to receive
his Government. i Chron. x1. 1; 2. Then al} Ifrael
gathered themfelves to David, unto Hebron [aying ;
Rebold --- the Lord thy God fasd unto T hee; Thow
bal Fexo my People Ifrael, and Thou foalt be Ruler
vver my People Ifrack. So In that Parallell Plice to
this, 2z -Sam. v. 1, 2. where we have the fame word
in Hebrew, as well as in our Tranflation. It is true
indeed, our Englith Margin to the former Place, for
Feed; fays, or Rule : But this is but a mere Comment

uite befides the known meaning of the word in the
riginal : And the Delign of the Tranflators muft
be 1ather only to give the Reader a general Idea, thae
to Feed aPeople is to Ruje them, without explaining

the fingular Intention of the Metaphor.
. AND



8 Civil Ruiérs

Axp what can this imply, but that Civil Rulers
have the weighty care of thel‘eople devolved on them:
And their Superiour Office is to feek their Welfare,

to lead them, and to be careful of them, as a faithful
SseparDp of his tender Flock., |

g & laftly, Zhen we bave David’s wife and up--
right Anfwering this Gieat End in bis Succeeding
Goversmest. ¢ So Hefed them according to the
“ Integrity of his Heart, and guided them by the
¢¢ Skiltulnefs of his Hands.

For Integrity fome tranflate it; Innocence, fome
Simplicity, I%me Tranquility, & {ome Perfeltion: (o)
1. e. with a fincere, upright and honeft mind: ( ?
Regarding more the l-ublick Good then his own ad-
vantage : (g) and governing with great Calmnefs
and Moderation. By this excellent Example fays a
. learnedExpofitor, Civil Governours may fee that they
are the Publick Shepaids of their People ; who. are
committed to them for Protection, and not for Ser-
vitude : nor is the Commonwealth 16 be accounted as

their Froperty, but rather they are to be devoted to
the Publick Intereft () -

SKILFULNESS, in the Original - is of the
Plural Number; and fignifies both Underftanding;
Judgment, Prudence and Dexterity. (&) Itis as
if He had faid, He guided them with the utmoft Cir-
cumfpection, ihat He might neither hurt nor negleé&
his Pecple, () nor let others hurt them, and with
the greatett Wifdom. (¢) And s faid, with Skilful-
nels of Hznds, to hignify, that there was npt only
great Prudence in his Councils, but allo in the Pro-
ecution of them. L e. He took care to act as wilely
2s He thought : and in fhort He manag’d all thing$
in his Adminiftration, as became a Wile and Skilful
Governour. (2.1.)

-

—b. Bib Polyglot, & Dol Synopf. c¢.Caftal. g. Geiin I
Syuopf. m. Auis in Py Synopf 7. Jun, Trem & Ain(w

a, 1. A, Jack{on. o
Ans
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* - Anp all this is doubtlefs mentionsd 4s 4 Publick
and Latting Teftimony, bath of his own Fidelity and

. Honour, and of his i’etzlp'ze’& Happinels, as well as of
-Gonp’s particular Regard and Favour for that diftin-

ithed Nation; and for 2 fair Example to Succeeding
ulers in all others. ~

Anp thus much for the Words shemfelves--- We
how proceed to thofe geweral Heads which they
teadily fuggeft; and that equdlly Coneern every other
People of a religious Chara‘¥er.  And agreable to the

preceeding Articles; I propole to fhow you thefe four
things_; /
.1, On Wwhat accounts may any be faid to be the
People and Inheritance of Gop |
2. Taar his[pecial Providencs is to be acknow-
lédged in bringing Perfons to the chief Place of
Power among them. .
2. Tuar itis to Feed and Guide them as a She-
pherd that He thus advances them.
4. and laftly, Tuar it is theirown great and laft
ing . Honour, as well as their People’s Happinels,
- to anfwer the gredt Ends of their Exaltation, and
to Feed and Guide them with Integrity and Skil-
. tulnefs.
1. ON wbhat actounts may any e faid to be the '
People and Inberitance of GO D:
Now this wds for hany, Ages limited to the Houfe
of Facob. 'The People flowing from that illuftrious
Patriarch dre in multitudes of places of Holy Scriptire

challenged by Gon Himfelf for his own Peculiar; i
diftin&ion from all others. “-

Trz Groudd of this fo doubt was that {pecial
Covenant which Gop had firftly made Wwith . Abra-
bam, cofifining it to his Pofterity by ffaac ; ahd then
with: Hini, refh‘ainihg it to hisby Facch; and then
with Him; diffifing it to all his Offsptihg without
Exception. . Uponwhich account He often calls them
by this diftinguifhing Denhomination of His Pecple;
eveii while they wére E%Egjwj both inhisDifcourfe

143



§ Civil Rulers:

to Mofes and in his Meflages to Pharaok ;4s in Ekod.
L 6,---10. Tam thm God of thy Father, the God
of Abrabam, the God of Ifaac and the God of Facob
--= I have furely feen the Affiittion of my People
which ave in Egypt --- and 1 will fend thee to Pha-
racl, that thou mayft bring forth my People the
Children of Ifracl out of Egytpt. And Chap. V. 1.
Thus [asth the Lord God of Ifrael; Let thy People
go,&c. And as if this were not enough; He further
tells them, in Chap. VL 6,y. 1 will redeem and take
you to me for o Peoplesand Iwill be to yoa & Ged &Ke.

Uron their coming out of the Red Sea, and their
wornderful Deiiverance from their mighty and pur-
fuing Enemies, the peculiar Character increas’d upon
them. And in the Profpe& of it 'Mofes fings thus
triumphantly to Gor, Exod. XV. 13, 16. Zhon in
thy mercy baft led forth the People, which Thott
baft redeemed : Thot haft guidedthem by thy frengtls
torky Hely Hibitation -- Tuy Peopre-- O Lor p--
T he Peoplewhich Thou baft redeemed 1. And the
fame divine Hiftorian tells them in Deut. IV. 20. 7 %e

Lorp bath brought you forth out of Egypt, tobe to
Him aPecple of Inner1TANCE, &C.

Bur that which finithed this diftinguithing Réla-
tion, was the moft Eublick, mutual Tranfaftion be-
tween the Gon of their Fathers and the whole Body
of that Pecple, about T'wo Months after, in their
Incampment in the Wildernels, and about Mount
Sinzi. €€ Then the Lorp came to * Sinai, He rofe
¢ up fromSesr unto them,He thined forth from mount
« -+ ran,He came with Ten Thoufands of his Saints:”
And then He told them as in Exod. XIX. 5,---8.

T ey el S —le——. sl A Sl

+ So Exod. XVIII. 1. & Deut. XXI. 8.
# Deut XXXIII 2. For {o the Hebrew Min which com.
m-oly fignifies From is fometimes put for Zo by theln-
terpretation of the Holy Ghoft Himfelf, 2 Sam. V] 2,

1 hr XIIL6. {SoIfa. LIX.20. RomXI.26.}] So,

g King. VIIL. 30, 2 Chr. VL a1, &'c. See dinf;.

r
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Yo bave feen what Idid to the Ezyptians, and bew {
bare you on Eagles Wings, ald Lrought you o my
[elf s Now tbémﬁn’ s tf vewill obey my vosce sndeed s
and keep my Covenant ; rhen ye fhal} be @ Pecvirar
Proere: o ME above all People 5 and we fball be o
mea Kingdom of Priefts and an Holy Nation --- And
all the ‘Peagle anfwered together and (aid, oll that
. #he. Lord barh [pokes we wil) do. And now came
forth the fieryLaw, in the midft of Thunders, Light-
hings, thé Mountain burning, the Smoke alcending
like the Smokeof a Furnace, and the Voice of Gop
exceeding loud -- I am the Lord thy God, which
bave bro’s thee our of the Eand of Ecypr, out of the
Houji of Bandage 5 Fhou fali bave noother gods but
me, Xc. | x

"~ How auvguft & {olemn 1s this Divine Confederacy!
Anid ’tis to this no doubt that Mofes afterwards aljude
in Deut. xxvr. 17,18. ‘Thou baff avauched the Lor
this Dav to be thy GO D and the Lord bath a-

vouched Thee this Day ro le bis peculiar Peot i

On thefe Accounts that ancient People were then
diftinguifhed from others. ~And that they might
fo continue, they -wereforbiaden of Gon to mingle
with other Natiotis ; -and'ndt only to learn their grofs
Idolatries, but alfo their fuperftitious- & uninffituted

Rites and Cuftoms. And the Realon alledg’d is this,
in Deut. vir. 6. & xiv. 2. For T how a-t " an Holy

People 10 the Lord thy God : andthe ord thy God
has chofen Thee 1o be a peculiar People to Himfelf,
above all the Nations ¢hat are on the Earth, =

From this time forward they are perpetually cali’d
His People Ifrael, and Ifrach bis Isheiitance, and
fometimes both together : And thusfays Afes, Deur;
«xxx11. 9. For the Lord’s Portion is bis ‘Peoplc, aid
Facob 45 the Lot of lis Inberstance. ™
S ' ‘

i Exod XIX & XX, * So Duut IV.2525. 1 King,
mIL’ $I» iy ) h - 0T

B2 AND

BT
.



8 Civil Rulers

. Awp they are call’d His People -~ Becaufe He

{eparated them from the reft of Men to ferve Him;
To them He reveal’d dimfelf by {pecial Infpirations,
to them He gave his ljvely Oracles, and by mutual
and publick Confent he receiv’d them into a {pecial
Covenant : And --- His Isbersitance, Becaule they
were to be intirely his, to acknowledge none but
Him ; -and to intupate the dear Account He made of
them, that he delighted in them, dwelt among them,
would potlels and keep and plead for them as Men
their own Inheritance, and that not only they but
their Children after them were alfo to be his fuccef-
fively, (2.j.) and Blefjed is the Nation whofe God is
the Lord, and the Pecple He bath chojen for bis own
Inberitance, Mal. xxxi11. 12, ‘

Bst wherefore was it that the Blefled Gop con-
fin’a his People to this lingle Nation 2
~ To this I only anfwer -- That the Reafon of his
fingling out zbis numerical Pecple for his own pe-.
culiar, is perfe@ly his Sovereign Plealure. But the
Reafons of his {etting apart fome particular Nation for
Himfelf, may be fuch as thefe --- There was a {pecial
Revelation to be made for the ule of theWorld,and the
Meffias was to be Born and known according to the
ancient Promifes,and after along and earneft Expecta-
tion. In order to thefe great Events of univerfal mo-
ment to the World it was very requifite that He fhou’d
have adiftinguifh’d People of publick Worfhippers and
Prophets to receive his Infpirations and autEentickly
tranfmit them to the reft of Men. It was alfo fitting
that the great Affias fhould be born among them
with {uch certainCharactersas were publickly known
and look’d for, that the reft of Men might be more
fully fatisfied of his appearance. The Evidence of all
which things could not have been fo eafily made out,

1

had the religious & infpired People been difperfed here
and there thro’ the idolatrous Nations over all the

Earth, and not colleted into one Community,

" e .

(2.2} 4. Foekf n on D.u XXXIL o.

“-‘f_—_d

Anp




Raifed wp, &e.

2
Anp the particular Reafons why the Sovere;
Gor, was pleas’d to feﬁarate One Nation only g:
his People, and not inlighten thereft for fo many
Ages, feem to be fuch as thele--- That He might
tei%?fy/his high Difplealure at the firft Apoftacy and
after Sins of Men ; That he might fhowthe Infuffi-
ciency of Nature’s Light to keep us from the grofleft
Errors,and the abfolute neceflity of {pecial Reve%aéions;
that he might pre‘fare the World for the glad Recep-
tion of them ; and laftly, ‘That his hBleﬁ'ed SoN 1n-
carnate mighe have the Glory of extending his faving
Light & Kingdom unto every Nation. .

L]

AnD now his People are no more confined to the
Sons of Ifrael : " But the People of every Kingdom,
Country & Community that know and own Him in
thefe fpecial Revelations are accounted by Him ashis
People, and more eminently thole thatare devoted to
Him in a Publick Covenant and obey his Laws. For
to fuch difpers’d abroad, the Apoftle fays, 1 Pet. 1L
9s10. But ye are a chofen Generation, a roy:h Prief-
hood, an boly Nation, a peculiar People ; that ye
[hould fhew forth thePraifes of Him that hascall’d you
out of Darknefs into bis marvellous Lighe : which in
sime paft were not a People, but are now the People
of God.

Anp the happy time is doubtlefs haftening of
which we read the Prophecy in Ifa. x1x. 24, 25. Fn
that Day  (pakl Ifrael be the third with Egypt and
with Affyriaeven a Bleffing in the midft of the Land,
whom the Lord of Hofts fball Blefs [aying, Bleffed be
Egypt my People, and Affyria the work of my Hands,
and Ifrael mine Inberitance, 'Then all the Sons of
Men fhall know and own the Blefled Gon : His
. People fhall be one greatCompany over all the Earth.; -
and as the Plalmift Ipeaks, He fthall inberic al) Nars-
ons, Plal. Lxxxi1. 8. But whether this fhall be, till
the prefent Frame of thefe inclement Heavens. and of
this vitiatedEarth fhall be diffolv’d and refin’d by Fire;
and the new Earth appear wherein dwells Rightequfs
nefs,---I leave to be confidered. .
; ¥
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In the mean while, as I have already hinted, Gop%
peculiar People are neither now confined to Lands nor
Kingdoms, nor vet to any Sects or Parties ainong
Profetfing Chriftians: But all that own and ferve him
according to the Scripture Revelations, are accepted
ofhim, =~ | ' ? -’

AND fince the Terms ofour being His People and
his being onr & O L are mutial & reciprocal ; let me
take the Liberty of reciting a few Paflages of the late
exceilent Bithop Bursner, 1n a Sermen P’reach’d before
the doule of Commons on the firft Publick Thanks-
giving after the RevoruTion, and re-printed in this
Town Thirty-nine Years ago. They are from thefe
Words, ¥2a bappy is that ‘People whofe GO D 43
she LOR D, Andare as follow, - S

«“ Taar the Lord isour GO D fignifies that we
°“ adore and worfhip Him in Spirit and in Truth ---
“ that we adoré Him in thole Inftances ¢hat become
““ this Relation of his being our Ged.  And this we
““ do, when we ferioufly call upon. Him and Pray to
“ Him: when we do intirely depend on Him, and
‘“ refign up our felves wholly to Eis Conduct, when
‘“ we do hncerely acknowledge, that all the Bleflings
¢ we recetve come from Him ; -and when in 2 word,
¢ we perfor:n 3ll thofe Duties to Him which we owe
““ to the Author of our Being and the Giver of all the
© Good that we enjoy. But if we laugh at all that
- ¢ is facred, or {fet about the Performances of it in fo
““ {light a2 manner as thew how little we Believe that
¢ which we profefs ; if ’tis plain that Prayers and
“ Thanksgivings, Worfhip & Sacraments are only
“ Words or Rites of Form ~ and it the whole Frame
“ of our Lives, and the Difpolition of our Hearts,
¢ fhews that thefe things are only Marks & Dilguiles
““ put on to deceive thofe that have fome regard to
°“ them, : then ’tis plain that the Lorp is #0¢ our
® Goo. And i Heis not owr GOZ in this firf
° fence, we have no Reafon to expe&t that He thould
““ be aur Goo long in the fecond fence of thels
* Words, that is, that He will Prote& and Defend }1;1
. 11 £
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& s isa Sowand a Sheild, and will give both
¢ Grace and Glory ; but this Bleflednes comes only
‘ on rhofe thar truft in Him. 1t is certain, that ac-
«« cording to the Phrafe in the Plalms, tve peilds of
< the Farth, 1. e. the Defence of the Land, belong
«“ 10 GO D. And how unworthy foever thofe that
¢«¢ have made Him zkeir Gop, may have been of that
¢ Relation ; yet till their Sins grow up to that Hight
¢ that He will throw them oft, He will cohtinue to
¢« watch over therit with fo diftinguithinga Provis
¢ dence, that all the World fhall fcé that His Eyes

“ are upon thofe that fear Him and that bope 5 hit
«« Mercy.

Bur we muft now pafs on to fhow,

1. Tuar His fpecial Providence is to be acknow-

ledged in Bringing Perfons to the chsef Place of
Power among thenm. f

. So the People did in the Text before us, and here-
in have given a fair Example and pointed out the
commeéndable Practice to be oblerved by others.  So
it as well becomes all other People in the like Events
of Providence, and the wife and pious will be inclined
to follow them. They will fee a fpecial Providence
at work in thefe great affairs, and pay their luitable
acknowledgments and adorations to it.

By Special Providesce T mean the Blefled Gon
Himfelf, by his fecret Influence on Second Caules,
conduting Men to Seats of Dignity and Power, which
He would have them both to filland beautity.

Anop that there is a Providence in General over
the whole Material and Moral World, is evidént both
from Scriprure and Realon.

‘Tue Paflages inthe Sacred Orarles are number-
lefs to teftify --- That as He made, fo He conftantly
upholds & governs all things by his  almighty Power
and Wifdom : That He does whatever pleafes Him
hoth in Heaven and Earth ; That all the manimate

Creation
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Creation are under his Dire@ion dnd fulfill his Word 3
and that He rules according to his will both among
Angels & Men: That not a little Sparrow, nor yet a
fingle Hair falls to the Ground without Him : That
we live and move and have our Being in Him : And
that He pulls down the Mighty from their Seats and
advances others according to his Sovereign Fleafure.

Axp if we apply to Reafon, we may clearly learn
a Providence both from the very Being & Perfettions
of G O D, from the very nature of created Subftanccs;
and from the State and Order of things in thele lower
Farts of the Creation:

" For as He muft havé brought all thihgs befides
Him{elf, from nothing into Being, He muft in this
have a %ed as a wife and defigning Agent : He muft
have given them all,their variousConftitutions Powers
and Qualities; and placed them in fuch Scituations, as
through all their Succeflive Train of Changes, moft
cxattly to anfwer his wife Deligns. And the lame
Defigns, accompanied with his alm’iPhty Power and
Wifdum, muft nceds oblige Him to fee them aniwer-
ed ; and in order unto this; to take effeétual Care of
all his Works both to Prelerve and Govern them,
tliullla l:iis Ends of making them are perfectly accomp-

ed.

Or if we look into the Nature of Created Sub-
flances, we thall very ealily difcover, that both in
their_cogtinued as well as fisft Exiftence and Opera-
tions, they depend on the a®tive Power or perpetual
Influx of Him that made them. For they could not
poflibly be any other then what his Power effected :

and therefore when that Power fhall ceafe its Influ-
ence,they muit necds be where they were before. The

Force of that a&ive caufe determining, to whofe In-
fluence alone they owe their Power and Being; they
muft needs return to Inacivity and Nothing.

Anp if we flri&ly fearch into the Natural State
and Courfe of things in thele lower Worlds, we may
clearly fee the carcful, conflant, wile and mlégthty

- S adn
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. A&ioh of the invifible Gop in every part of the pér-
ceptible Creation; to preferve. it in it’s . proper State
and ‘Order. For all thefe curious and well “adjufted
Syftems do intirely hold together and perform theig -
Operatjqns by "virtue of certain lznew.. and prodigious
Forces infpired every where in the famic - proportion
into every Particle of Matter, when once remov’d out
of it’s proper Flace; to reduce and keep it there again,
Letbut the minuteftAtom thro’out this mighty Frame
of Beings,, be either plac’d too near to others, provi-
ded it don’t unite, or too far off ; it will immediately
yeceive a new and amazing Force ta turn it back into
it’s due  Voint of Diftance ; and even there will be
a conftant Powgr ¢xerted, in fuch a certain meafure,
to preferve it from wandering or being edfily driven
away. By [uch, Meansas thele the Regulation of
this lower World is kept from Ageto Age, and with-
out them all things would quickly run into the laft
Confufion. . . e '
Bur Imuft réftrain my felf from launching out
into this furprizing Argument. In fhort, .4l Na-
sure bares her lively witnefs both to the Being, At-
tributes & Providence of Gop : and the fartker wé
enter into her intimate Recefles, the more fhe fhows
us.of his Prelence, Care and active Influence & Go-
vernment; Yike the univcrfal Soul and animating Prim-
ciple of all her Powers & Actions. - -
. Anp now .fhall we fee thefe things, and not ac-
- knowledge & adorea Providence in all thofe Changes
that affe@® #he Sons of Men the nobleft. Parts of t s
lower Creation, and efpecially great Companies R
Colle@ions of them ? Does.the glorious Ggp take
care of mere Inanimates that cannot know & praife
him, and tot of us, and elpecially of thofe chat are
his devoted People ¢ Are.there none of the Sons of
Men that own, adore & ferve Him ; or can He paffi-
bly be uncomserned for them 2, And is there any Tem&
poral Thing,wherein He can fo much exprels his Care,
is in raifing up Men of fingular Integrity & Skill, and -
ringing them to the chief Place of Power ameng
them @ C ‘ i
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I-readily allow it, that-ih his ‘righteous dnd-Kol§
Providence, He'may alfo raife up either weak; of
asble Mén, that fhall’ yet be wicked and even skilful
both to vex and ruin : And thefe- He may fet overa
People Heloves, for theirCotrettion ; or a provoking
People, for their 'dreadful Scour%:: and Punifhment,
Ang even in fuch Events as thefe, his holy Providencé
is ftill to be adored with deep Abafement & Repen-
tance ; but in the other, with the higheft Gratitude
and Praife. |

Anp for the Manner of his over-ruling Providence
i the moral World ; It is enough to fay; that He has
milions of 4ngcls both Good & Bad at {us Diretion,
the one to order and the otherto permit, that have a.
near Accefs to the Minds of Men, 4nd a vaft but im-
*fgrceptible Influence on them. Or if thefe mighty
Intelligences ean’t fuffice; the Hearts of Kings and
all others are in the Hands of Gop, and He can turn
their Inclinations which way He pleafes; and fuggeft
the Thoughts that move & govern them; tho’ they
perceive it not.

Bur tis high time that we now fhow

1. Trar it iste Feed & Guide bis People a5 4
SsePARD, that He thus advances Rulers over
2bem. o

We have already hinted that thefe are Pafloral
Allufions : and they can’t be limited to the Particula#
Branches here ipecified, but carry in them all the
Offices of a faithful Suerarp towards his Flock.
And how beautifully are they reprefented €o us, even
by David himfelf, in the following Paflages * <« He
‘¢ will not let them want : He maketh them to lie
¢ down in Green Paftures : He Ieadeth them befide
¢ the ftill Waters: He reftores their Souls : He lead-
*“ eth them in the Paths of Righteoufhefs: and if
¢¢ their darkeft and moft dangerous Hours He will be

““ with them, with his Rod and Staff to defend 4nd
¢ comfort them.

-

F ¥

* Plat, LML —

Waaz
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Wuar an entertaining Comment might eafily be
made on this Difcription : But I may only ‘now ob-
ferve in General, what Images of Tendér Care and
Genrlenefs are thefe! “and when applied to Rulers, as
our Text dire®tsus; what great' concern for their
Peoples univerfal Safety, Welfare and Tranquility, and
what Fatigues and Labours to Ermﬁpte them, are Kers
thadowed out by thefle Poetical Expreffions.

How inconfiftent with the very firft $ppincipal ldea
carried in this Allafion, are both Severity:and " Rigour
on the one hand, as alfo Indolepce and Negligence
on the other, in Civil Rulers, to- whom the Care and
Wellfare of 2 numerous People arecomimitted. How
blame worthy would Shepards be t5 treat theirFlocks
with Cruelty, which they are appointéd to prote
from evmﬁln’iury? And how abfurd to give up them- .
felves to Reft or Pleafures, when their very Bufinéfs
i&tg watch both Day and Night for their Security and

uiet. - o T e

By thefe Expreflions then, both the Offices, Defign
and Spirit of Civil Rulers are very ftrongly repre-
fented. And to anfwer thefe graté}:ﬂ Chara&ers and
the chief End of their Advancement they are carefully
to attend the Publick Weifare: they are’ to look
round about their People on every Side to {ee if any
Danger threatens,and to defend them againft all their
Enemies: And ih fhorg they are totake {uch care of théik
People’s Intereft and Safety ; as that we may intirely
confide in their Integrity and Vigilance, and as the
Apoftle ffea_ks s may lead a peaceable and quict Life
sn-all Godlinefs and Honefty, while they are caring fer:
. g Tim.I_Iz. X A AR AR ‘.‘
* Anp as for Gentlenefs of Government, Indeavours
to oblige their People, and even Patience under hizh
Affronts & Injuries; to imitate the admirable Example
of Daviv, who appears to be one of the mildeftMen
in Government that ever was. I fhall only give a
fhgle Inftance of the laft mentioned Virtue. He
forgave his open Enemies & Rebels, and even thole
that fought his Life and curs’d him to hisFace and
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the very fight of his own Army, upon their Returning
to him in humble confidence of Mercy and profeffing
their Repentance: and after a great and dangerous
Rebellion, he feverely chid the Sons of Zervish, for
ex:iting his Revenge, and would not {uffer a Man to
be put to Death that Day in [frael, 2 Sam, xix. 2z,

In fine we muft remember, they are Rurers of a
Rericrous Peorre that we are now confidering.
And it would be the plaineft Contradiction therefore
to the great Delign of their bging advanc’d by Gon
to the Government of fuch a People which He calls
bis own, to negle& the moft precions Intereft of all
others, of the greateft Moment both.to the People
and- to the Rulers alfo, and which Gop Himfelf who
vaifes ‘them has the higheft value for. By this I can
mean no other, than the Intereft of his Reveal’d
Religion in the Purity and Practice of it. Not the
narrow and confin’d Profperity of this or that particu-
lar Church.or Churches, tao groveling and limited
an Obje& for the Soul of any Generous - Chriftian ;
But the Profperity of every religious Company that
profefles their Subje@tion to the Laws of Gop, or
rather the very Prad&tics of thefe Laws themielves in
the Lives of Men. And if Righreoufnefs exalts a Na-
¢ion, as the wileft of mere Men aflures us, ¥ It muft
r.eeds be both the People’s higheft Intereft and the
Rulers greateft Bufinefs to promote it: and ¢he Ad-
vancement of it will in the courfe of thiugs redound
to their mutual Satisfaction, Benefit and Honour.

Anp here I need not fay, of what great Import-
ance tis, to promote Religion, that Rurers be them-
felves the Shining Pasterns of it among their People,
and diftinguifhing Incouragers of the Pious and Vir-
tuous of all Perfwafions ; and efpecially of thofe that
_a{]c of Charitable and Benign Principles to all about
chem. 1 o

Tais itisin part to Feed and Guide thém as a
Shepard : and this is the great defign ‘of Gon- in

e

'
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- -
-

¢ Prov. 1. 340 _
| ‘  bringing
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iginging Meﬁ to Places of Power and Dignity amoy

s eople, as the Text implies.  Nor s our Text

fingle Inftance of this great End of their Office, in the
facred Writings, For of the ancient Fudges of the
"Tribes of I7ael, °tis exprefly faid,” “That the Lord
raifed them up, in Judges IL. 16. ' Andhaving rais’d
them up, He faysHimlelf, that He commanded them
20 Feed bis TB:'JP}{E, 2 Sam. ‘frIf. 7. andlf'Chr.xvn.ﬁ‘;
And agreable to this are Rulers often called Shepards
in the facredProphefies ; therOffice beinginGon’s ac-
cqunt like theirs,to order hisPeople with Care & Ten-
detnefs for their beft advantage, and not to rule with

Rigom, or gratify their Pleafure to the Injury of any.

Anp - how agreable is zg)his, to the notlon v-_ have
of the Goodnels of G O D ? who riuft heeds require.
that the great Men of the World, whom He raifes to
a@ as chief- Ofhcers. under Him, fhould be as like
Himas poffible in their adminiftration of Government.
For ever awake ard attentive to the State of his Peo- .
ple efpecially : flowto Anger and plenteousin Mercy,

ready to Pardop, and abundant in Goodnels,-even to
the ynthankful and evil. — ‘

Bur we muft haften on to fhow in the

1V. and 'laft place, T H AT it is their own greas
and lafing Honour as wel as bis People’s Happsnefs,
20 anfwer theje chief Ends of their Exaltation, and to
Feed and Guide them with Integrity and Skilfulngfs.

‘To Feed them awith Integrity of Hear: --- i to
snanage all things among them with an honeft and
ppright Intention, and this both with refpectto Gob
who raifes them, as allo to 4is People that are gover-
ned by them () It is to adore the Providence that
condudts and carries them to their exalted Stations,to
keep the great End of Gop in their conflant View,

and fincerely aim &laboyr theFulfilment of it ; fo that
(m) Moller,

they
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prove themfelves to Him whiole Eye is always on
them, and who will furely call them to an account
of the Execution of their (%,harge. It is alfo to level
their Defigns at the Publick Good: To preferve their
Word as Sacred; and their Adminiftration free from
Partiality, Oppreflion, Wrong, or whatever is grie-

vous to intelligent & fober People. And as their
~ People fhould in Duty and Gratitude aftord ' them
fuch an Honourable Maintenance as may fecure them
from Temptations ; fo every Species of Bribery ot
difpofing of Ofhices more for gain then merit, will bé

they may throwout their whole Adminiftration ap-

-

an abhorrence to them.

Anp how weil is Skslfulnefs joined with Inzegrsty?
without which the former cou’d not deferve the fub-
lime name of Wi{dom, but the mean character of
Deceit and Craft for their own Intereft; - For
#ifdom in a Ruler is a Publick Virtue, that deliber-
ates according to Confcience, Realon, Juftice and the
Nature of things,and then determins on thofe Actions
that are honeft, honourable and for the Good of the
Publick. And to Guide with Skilfulnefs of Hands---

is to get atrue and thorough Intelligence of the
State of their People, to penetrate as far as poffible

into all the multiplyingTendencies of prefentAppear-
ances, to compare as many Circumftances as pothble
together ; and then to apply their utmoft Skill and
Labour to Erevent all threatning Evils, and to Guide
the Publick Affairs to the beft Advantage, and this
not only for the Prefent but alfo Future Generations.

Anp here I might mention {everal excellent Heads
of Publick Wifdom recommended both by Gentile
and Chriftian Moralifts --- Such as to fecure the Cha-
racter of Moderation, Juftice, Honefty and a Concern
for the Good of the People ; and thereby acquire
their Love and Confidence, without which there can
never be an Adminiftration happy. ‘To prefer the
more momentous things to thofe that are indiflerent,
and that which is honeft to that which is praﬁtgl%c:

e
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T'o pry ito the Councils of Enemies: ‘T'o be cau.
tious of great & needlefsInnovations. 'To.guard againft
Mifinformers, Flatterers, and all thofe Perfons who
eafily fpeak evil of others, or feek to raife 2 Prejudice
and promote Divifions ; efpecially of a Publick Na-
ture. ‘Tobe Terrors to thofe who are of no Repu-
tation forVirtue,who are the general offence and con-
teinpt of the Pecple ; and to fmile upon Perfons of
Wifdom and Credit. And infine, To incourage Re-
li%ipn , Indiice and 'Temperance, the natural and fruit-
ful Source of all Profperity. ' ‘
Iw {uch things as thele ho doubt did Davip excell
as the Text immplies, and agreable to thofe excellent
Rules He propos’d to Hiinfelf at his Entrance into his
Government, as we find recorded in the CI, Pfajm.
¢ 1 will behave my {elf wilely in a perfe&t way: I will
¢ walk in my Houfe with a perfe& Heart : I will fet
““ no wicked thing before mine Eyes : 1 hate the
¢ work of them that ttirn alide, it fhall not cleave to
* me. A froward Heart fhall depart from me : I will
 not know a wicked Perfon : whofo privily flanders
¢ his Neighbour, Him will Icut off: Him that bas &
¢ high look and a proud Heart will not I fuffer.
¢« Mine Eyes fhall be upon the Faithful of the Land,
¢ that they may dwell with me: He that walketh in
¢ a perfed way, He fhall ferve me: He that works
¢¢ Deceit fhall not dwell in my Houle: Hethat tell-
¢¢ eth Lies fhall not tarry in my fight. I will early
¢ deftroy all the wicked of the Land ; that Irray cut
¢ off all wicked Doers from the City of the Lord.

AN». now --- How Hdﬁé)y were the People, think
you, under his wife and upright Adminiftration !
while He was fecking the Wealth and Defence of his
People, fpeaking Friendfhip and Peace to them, and
ruling with Faithfulnefs and Equity; Judgment rolled
down among them as Waters, and Righteoufnefs as -
a mighty Stream : Peace was within-their Walls and
Profperity among their Palaces : And they have here

reported his aufpicious Government to his Renown
dnd Honowr in all. Ages.
On
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On the other hand, look into the Books of the
Kings & Chronicles; and how offenfive and contemp-
tible do the Hicked Governours of the Tribes of
Ifracl appear ? They that were given up to Atheifm
and Licercioufnefs on the one - hands or biggotted to
Idolatry, Supérftition & uninftituted Rites.of Worfhi
on the other. Religion languithed,and therewith aﬁ
manner of énotmous and deffru&ive Vices grew bold
and rampant, till every thing was thrown. into Con-
fufion, and tlfe eople bro’t to the Brink of Ruin.
But when an Asa;an Hezexia, 2 Josias rifes ----
How lovely do the Men appear ! Religion now re-
vives, and -therewith Juftice, Honefty and every Pub-
lick and Private Virtue, the Civil State is reftored
and fettled; and the People with their Rulers flourith
in Succels and Riches. And what Superiour. Honours
are thereby reflected on thofe wife and upright Go-
vernours ? They were the Joy of their People while
they liv’d, wére greatly lamented when they came to
die: their Memories are precious for ever, and their
very Names are mentioned with pleafure in every
Nation.

Anp thus have we in fome meafiire iﬂﬁﬂmreﬁ
thefe obfervable paflages.

- An® now what remains, bat that we Improvi
them by conlidering {ericufly our own high and holy
Recarion to the Glorious Gop, as the Gop of omr
¥athers, and our as well as their Covenant Gop and
Redeemer; with the multiplied and folemn Ingage-
ments we are under to love and honour him, and te
obferve all his Laws and Inftitutions for ever.

Tuar we alfo adore his deftinguifhing Favour in
providing for us fo many excellent Governours,
¢hat have faithfully ferved this People in thofe noble
interefts which they always accounted their greateft

from the very Begining, viz. the Intereft of Scriptu-
ral and fincere Religion and Liberty both Civil and
Sacred ; which will render their Names moft dear and

Ronoured tq all Pofterity, Axs
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‘A with our hearty Thankstoour Lizorenans
Governour and late Commander in chief, for all
that tender affetion He has born to this People, ..

His example and countenancing Virtue and Piety, His

Impartiality and Moderation of Government, and the

Care, Zeal, Fatigue, Circumfpection ‘and Diligence, -
wherewith He has attended the Publick Affairs, and
fought our Safety and Wellfare ; that we follow Him
flow with our moft grateful Bleflings and Honours

as long as He lives.

- Tuar we moft heartily welcomé our Presene
Commanper 18 Cuiir into our Province, and to
the Principal Chair of Government init: that we
adore the hand of Gop in bringing a Perfon of fuch
eminent ‘Talents to watch over & guide this People,
and take- care of our Interefts: that we treatHim with
Honour. as becomes his Birth, his Perfon, his Com-
miffion and Dignity : that in our feveral places we
fludy to render his Government eafy- to Him, and
happy to us and our Country : that his Councellours
ive ilim their ttue Informations & faithful Advices -
that our Commons in aflerting our Liberties, may do
it with Decency : that the People be Quiet as the
Apoftle exhorts them * dnd that we be all fubmiffive
to his legal Authority. In fine, that we continually
Pray for the Spirit of Grace and Wifdom to be poured
out upon Him in the moft plentiful meafures ; that
He may Feed and Guide this People with an upright
Heart and with a skilful Hand. |

- Anp for Your ExceLLENCY -~=-

We. fincerely Congratulate Your fafe Arrival.  We
feceiveYou as a Governour fent both fiom GOD and
the Kine, to Feed and Guide us.  We behold and

value ycul as the-Son of a Faruzr «-- illuftrious for
his open and fteady Zeal for Liberty both Civil and

Religious, and the Proteftant Succeffion on which i:

T % 1 Thel 1V, 1. |
i} D depends

- el
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depends ; for the great part He bare in the glorious
Revolution; for his Generots and Catholick CHarity
for his earncft Breathings after a farther Reformation's
tor the Indiznities He futfered for all thele things;an
for his great Expreflions of Kindnefs to this_Cgo‘u.r'l!:F'y
in the Day of our Diltrefs. In particular, when He
told our Agent, 1  That'He would- openly ftand
« yp for us, and notwithftanding all the obloquy
¢¢ that would be caft upon Him for it, He would
«¢ plead our Caufe; and when our CaarTeR fhould
¢¢ come to be conlidered in the House or Lorups;
<« He would there publickly declare, That there was
c¢ 3 ~reater Sacrednels in the CuartTer of NEw-
« EncLanp, then in thofe of the Corporations in
¢« Excranp ; For thofe were only Aés of Grace,
¢¢ whereas the Caarter of New-ENeLAND Was
«« 2 Contrall between the Kine and the Farfp Pa-
« pentees ; wherein they had promis’d to inlarge the
c¢ King’s Dominions on their own Charges, provided
‘¢ that they and their Pofterity .night enjoy Fuch and
e fuch Privileges: and now they had pefform’d their
c¢ Part, for the King to deprive their Pofterity of the
¢ Priviledges therein granted to them, would carry

¢« 3 Face of Injuitice in it.

Axp as we cannot doubt, but that Yovr Ex-
ceLLENCY is in the fame noble Sentiments; {o we
truft our prefent Privileges will be precious to you, as
well as the Royal Prerogative, and fafe. in YourHands.
and this more efpecially ftill, fince we are a People
known for our univerfal and moft hearty Attachment

to the prefent happy Succession 1N THE Pro-
TESTANT LINE.

Tuar Your Esxcellency will protet Tuese
Cuvrcaes, which differ chiefly from the Cavrcues
or Excraxp in thefe zwo things, that our Clergy
do nothing in our Adminiftrations without the Con- .
fent of our People, and that we take the inlpired

-

' . e temrens. il

t Dr. Ircreafe Mather; as I have heard Him often fay.
Scriptires

L
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Striptures for our t:ml{l Canon of Ecclefiaftical In-
ftitutions : whereas in their 20th Article, they affume
the Power of adding other Inftitutions not prefcribed
in the Sacred Writings ; and their Clergy don’t: allow
their own People thofe Liberties which we “appre-
hend that by the Laws of Crir 157 and Nazure -

they have a Right to Claim. - And.we rather confide
in Your Exceroency’s Smiles upon -us for our
estenfive Charizy : that- while many of their high-
flying Members confine the Validity of Minifterial
Orders to their own Community and deny it to ours ;
we mzke no other Return then this, tho’ we were’
Here above threeicore Years before them, and are as
1 fuppofe in this Country above a hundred Frecholders
to one of them, that we readily own -‘the Validjty of
theirs as well as of all other Proteftant Orders what-

ever, and defire to live in Peace and Charity with
them. -

TrAaT Your Excerrency will alfo. Favour our
Correce, which our Fore-fathers began to provide
for within Seven Years after their Arrival in this part
of the Country, ard for this Nimety Years has
Flourithed in Learning, Virtue and Liberty ; and
Preferve it from every Incroachment that may be
attempted againft it, contrary to the known Intentions
of its Original Founders and Succethive Indowers,

Bur above all, and fo to Conclude --- It is our
greateft Concern thit Your Excirnency, will
countenance VirTue & Pierynot only witn us,
but alfo in Perfons of every other Denomination a-
mong us. 'That {o this which we account our Glory
may continué -to dwell in our Land, that Mercy and
Truth may meet together, that Truth may {pring
out of the Earth, and Righteoulnels may look down
from Heaven, and the Lorp our Gop may give that
which is Good, and our Land may yield her In-
ercale.

AND
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Anp for thefe great Ends --- as the People and
Priefts of Isk AEL, in their.Salutations of Davip in.
the Courts of the Tabernacle, when He firft appeared
as their Ruler among them ; fo we earneftly pray, ---
Save now we befeech Thee, O Lorp.! O Lorp we
bifeech Thee fend mow Profperity « Bleffed is He
that comseth to Feed this People in the name of the

Lor v, and we wifp you a Blefling out of the Houfe
of tke Lorp, Plal. cxviiL, 23, 26, -

Axp with the Prayer of Davip to GOD for
his People, let us all now chearfully unite & clofe ---
Plal. xxviii. 9. Ssve Tuy Proere, and BRlefs

Trine InaeritaNce : Feed them alfo and lift
2iem up for ever. |

FINIS
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