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A LETTER, &.

Gentlemen,
H E Difpute between the Parent
Country, and her Colonies, grows
every Hour, more {crious, advances
rapidly to a Decifion, and according
to the miferable, and inveterate Frailty
of our boafted Species, will foon devolve to us.

OLp as the World s, it is yet, 1 believe, too young,
to have furnithed a fingle Inftance of fuch a Dif-
pute, in any Country but this. There are fill, fome
Nations left, thank God, that enjoy the Bleflings of
Liberty, and know the Value of it, as well perhaps,
as an American. But 1 am much miftaken, if 1t
would not puzzle the Underftanding of the moft
ingenious Inhabitant of Bern, or of Amfterdam, to
comprehend the Subject of it.

Ir he could read the News-Papers, Refolves, &e.
which ftun us every Hour, with the Cry of Slavery,
the repeated Advice to the Publick, hawked about,
at Noon Day, fubverfive of every Thing, publick
and private, of every l.aw, human and divine ; he
would be at a Lofs, how to reconcile Oppreflion,
with fuch unbounded Licence of the Prefs; and
would laugh at the Charge, as fomething much more
than a Paradox, as a palpable Contradiction.

Ir the Indulgence, and Forbearance, of the Parent
Country, after the higheft, and the moft repeated
Provocations, could be exprefled to him, by the
Words of any Language on the Globe, he would
probably confcfs, that in the Courfe of his Reading
and Obfervation, even in his Knowledge of tlm
domeftick ILife of his modeft and virtuous feliow
Citizens, he had never mer with an Example of {o
much Goodnefs, on one Part, and of fo much Infa-
twation on the other.
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THE Eloquence of Town-Meetings, the Chicane-
ry of the Bar, the Cafuiftry of the Pulpxr, the Pomp
of !\cfolves, and the Drcams of reclufe Men, un-
prattifed in the Bufinefs of the World, have been long
oppoled, by the Example of Hiﬁ:ory, the concurrent
Opinions of all Nations and Ages, by eftablifhed
Maxims of Government, as old as Government itlelf,
and by the venerable Authority of the Laws, but
have been oppofed in vain,  Human Nature, makes
a ridiculous, or an odious Figure, when the Plain-
tiffs, or the Detendants of contendmg Parties, ftand
convicted of Folly or of Knavery; altho’ when 1t hap-
pens to be the Cafe of whole Nations, ¢ the Infamy
““ of every Body, becomes the Infamy of no Body :”
Yer to the Eyes of a By-ftander, it is the Completion
of Folly, or of Iniquity.

WHEN Men are called upon, to explain the Reafons
of their Condué, and are athamed to avow the true
Reafons, they have Recourfe to Subterfuges which
would difgrace the Underftanding of a School Boy,
when he plays Truant.

THEe intelleGual Powers, like the Limbs of the
Body, require conftant Exercife, to improve and in-
vigorate them. Excepting the mere unprincipled
Rabble, which difgrace every Country, nine tenths
of the World, are a plain, undefigning, inoffenfive
People, who have other, and better Things to do,
than to perplex themfelves with the Subtilties of
Metaphyficians, or the Cavils of Schoolmen; they
have their honeft, and ufeful Callings to mind, "them-
felves and their Families to feed, and to clothe. Left
in their own Walks of Life, they are perhaps, the
happieft of all Mortals. But at any unufual Noife or
Appearance, they lift up their harmlefs Faces, liften,
gaze, and follow the firft Bell- weather that takes the
lead, thro> Water, thro’ Fire, down Precipices to
Perdition,
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Nint Tenths of the Reft, I am afraid, are moft
deplorably corrupt and wicked 3 thele are the Men,
who if they could be afiraid of God, would tremble
when they recollect, that they alone are the Authors
of a Difpute, which may prove fatal to their Country.

WE have been, many of us, Spectators of this
Difpute, and to the immortal Honour of the Lenity
of the Englifb Government, and of the Servants of the
Crown, we have been, thank God, inactive ¢ petators
of its Rife, Progrefs, and Matunty Had 1t any other
real Founddtlon, than in the Interefts of a contraband
Trade, and the Jealouly of an Eaf India Moncpoly ?
Let us call upon the telligent Inhabitants of every
trading Town on this Continent 3 let them deny the,
Charge. Their Clerks, their Apprentices, the very
Boys of their Stores, and their Sheps, know better.

THErRE are fome Men, ftill left, of the Number.
The Virtwous few, of great Abilities, of unque[’ti-
onable Truth, Probity, and Honour, and few a
they may be, equal at leaft, in Proportion to any
Country, we have ever I'nown. Thefe Men are in
earncft, are confcious of the purcft Motives, and of
no other-, and are entitled, however w.cy may differ
from us, in their Opinions, to the Love and Venera-
tion of all. But they are ftill Men, and fubjet, like
the beft of their fellow Creatures, to Frror. Great
Charalters are feldom found, great Aclions are never
atchieved, without fome Demiee of Enthufiaim. An
enthufiaftick Purfuit of un.ttainable Widom, or
impracticable Piety, may be fomctimes ridiculous,
but 1s never odious.  'We revere the Memories of a
Pafchal, a Fenelon, a Boyle, or a Littleten, cven the
Hero of Cervantes, 1s a very amiable Cavalier; we
laugh, but with no Mixture of Scorn, we lament,
that his Means were unequal to his Iinds; and that
his gencrous and benevolent Attempts, were beyond

the
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the Reach of human Wifdom, or human Power to
accomplith, There are New Lights in Politicks, as
well, as in Religion; and in Spite of Prejudice,
the fincere Profefiors of fuch Doltrines, are far trom
being on common Occafions, the worft Members of
Society. If the fame Senfibility, and the fame Paf-
fion for Virtue, pervaded the whole Mafs of Man-
kind, that by long and fad Experience, is known
to have been ever the Portion only of a few, this
bad Woerid, would be a New Ferufalem. Until that
happens, in Pity to the Frailties and Impurities of
their Neighbours, 1t 1s much fafer to leave the World
to go on in its ordinary Courfe. Attempts to {ub-
vert Eftablithments in Religion, or Government, in
order to {ubfticute new Modes 1n their Place, are al-
ways dangerous, generally unfuccefsful, and in the
Eye of Man at leaft, highly criminal; unlefs where
the Abfurdity, Ufurpation, and Oppreflion, is palpa-
ble and notorious. '

Ir certain Doc¢trines, which will remain contro-
vertible forever, were to be applied, like different
Medicines, to different Conftitutions, with a proper
Difcrimination of Men and Times, they might have
the fame falutary Effe@s. If a certain Set of our
brother Cfficers, ot every Nation among us, whom
we have known both at home and abroad, inltead of
thumbing Adillaw’s Lift, D. B. and the Sofa, were
now and then, to turn over a Leaf or two of Har-
rington or Locke, it would not be amifs. Some fmall
Intufion of their generous Principles, would teach
them the Rights and Privileges of their fellow Sub-
jeéts, of which upon fome Occafions, they do not
appear to have the moft accurate Ideas 5 and mighe
leflen the humbling Difparity between a fheepifh de-
feacelefs Citizen, and a Soldier, fkilled m his Art,
and armed at all Points for War.

REecuLar, exaét Subordination, and prompt im-
plicit Obedience to ail lawful Commands, are the
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Practice, the Glory, and the indifpenfible Duties of
a Soldier; whatever L'aults we may have, the Faults
of Repubhcans, aic not, 1 prefume, of the Number.

Tue Inhabitants of North America, on the con-
trary, are in general refractory and intractable ; their
Manners, Opinions, and Principles Republican. Ard
no Wonder they are fo. The great Mafters in the
Science of Government whom I have mentioned,
have taught already much too long, and with too
much Credit, in the Schools of thls Country ; the
Scholars have eclipfed the Luftre of their Mafters ;
who are become as ufelefs, in the Library of an Ame-
rican, as in the Wigwams of Onondago or Oneida.

I'rom the ﬂatcermo Theories and Syftems of thefe
and other Phxlofophers of the fame Sect, and from
the general Relaxation of the Powers of Government
over diftant Colonies ; we are, in my Opinion, to
trace the Principles of the Men of Senfe, Honour,
and Virtue, who are real, not pretended Patriots.

Ir a plain Soldier, perfonally acquainted with
many of them, and fincerely loving and refpelting
them, might prefume to hint the Teaft Advice, on
this alarming Occafion; he would entreat them to
confider, whether there be not fome Truth in this, and
whether it might not be worth their while to recol-
let when, and upon what Occafions, thefe celebrated
Authorities appeared.

HARRINGTON’s Oceana, a Work of extraordi-
nary Genius, but an impraticable Syftem, was
produced at a Time, when all Orders of the State
were diffolved ; when no Authority was left, but
the Authority of the Sword; when Fathers, Sons,
Brothers and Friends, had glutted their fullen Ven-
geance on each other, 'When their Country had been
ravaoed by a long deftrutive War, and covered
with_the Blood of its Natives. In the midft of thefe
horrible Convulfions, Harrington, with many other
Men of Genius, weary of a Contention to which

they
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they faw no End, after changing a weak, mifguided
and arbitrary Monarch, whom they contemned, and
whom Harrington neverthelefs lived to lament, for a
magnanimous Tyrant, at the very Sound of whofe
Name they trembled, withed to reftore Repofe to their
miferable Country, and if poffible, on the Bafis of
ideal Liiberty; but unhappily they miftook Reading for
Practice, Vifions for Realities ; their fanciful Notions
of Mankind, for the true Charater of Mankind ;
they finifhed as they had begun; and as the pro-
found and virtuous Montefcue obferves, ¢ they looked
¢« every where for a Republick, but found it no
¢« where ; they withed to build Calcedonia, with the
¢« Banks of Conflantinople betore their Eyes.”

On its former Banks notwithftanding, the ancient
Fabrick of the Britifb Conftitution, was rebuilt ac the
Reftoration, by the irrefiftible and falutary Force
of Habit and Opinion ; in Spite of fplendid and pro-
mifing Theories, the wretched Remains of the Inha-
bitants, remembered, that they had been uneafy and
difcontented, under the Abules of Government. But
they were at laft convinced from fatal Experience,
that even the worft Government was a Paradife,
compared with an Anarchy,

Mr. Locke’s Treatife on Government was writ-
ten exprefsly to defend a Revolution, not to effeét
One. To account for the Jxcefs of his Principles, it
is neceflary to read the Hiftory of his L.ife; it was
written in one of thofe Sealons, when the wifelt Men
miftake their Refentments and their Paflions for their
Reafon. The moft improper of all Seafons to give
a Theory, the Authority of Laws; and notwith-
ftanding, that is has ever been the Palladium of our
good I'riends the old Whigs, and quoted by them
with the fame Emphalfis, that the learned in the Laws
quote my L.ord Coke, and that Gentlemen of Curi-
ofity, and good Tafte cite Blackffone, with all his very
fingular Merit ; it is perhaps, but little better, than

a very
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2 very ingenious mafterly party. Pamphlet, written
not to innovate, but to confirm, what was already
eftablithed. To Faceobites, to Non-Furors, to Men
who had been educated, and tramelled confcienti-
oufly, in the foolith Doctrines of Fus divinum,
indefeafible hereditary Right,Non-Refiftance, Paffive-
Obedience, and the reft of the abominable Nonfenfe,
and Jargon of fyftematick Slavery. It was defigned
as an Antidote to the Poifon of the Decrees of Oxford,
and the Doétrines of Hobbes and Filmer. Dotrines
however incredible it may appear to moft of the In-
habitants of this free Country, that once made the
political Creed of half the ableft Heads, of an en-
lightened Nation, and were as fathionable, and ora-
culous then as the Doctrine of an original exprefs
Compatt is now; thank God, they have been long
fince expioded and forgotten, and are hardly to be
found, even in the Gloom of a College.

Mr. Locke’s Theory has hitherto had = better
Fate, but the Condué of America, begins to difcover
its Weaknefles, to its Admirers, and gives but too
much Occafion to its I'nemies, to call it by a much
worfe Name than it deferves ; it feems to have been
ever, a Vanity infeparable, from almoft all Framers
of Syftems, from the Syfiem of Atoms, Tourbillons
Climate, {c. to attempt to reconcile Things, by
Nature incompatible, and to cry out with Monsefeue,
*“ every Thing {ubmits to my Principles.” All that
floats on the furrounding Surface of their Imagina-
tion, however heterogeneous, is drawn in by the pro-
found Vortex.

Tue Principles of Mi. Locke, are noble, bene-
volent, and in general true, or ought to be fc ; bue
the Application of them to particular Cafes, is wild
and Utopian ; even in ldea and in Practice, dangeroua
to the extremeft Degree. Adopted in private Life,
they would introduce perpetual Difcord ; in the Stata

perpetual Anarchy. The leaft Failure in the recipro'i
2 ca
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cal Duties of Worfhip and Obedience in the matri-
monial Contra&, would juftify a Divorce. In the
political Compaét, the fmalleft Defeét in the Prince,
a Revolution. Now I cannot think fo ill of this
Country, as to believe there are many People in it,
like the Men Swift {peaks of, who ufed to fwear ¢ the
“ more Revolutions the better.” The Web 1s too
finely {pun, for common Ute ; fubjet every Mo-
ment to be torn in Pieces, even by the gentleft Hand ;
and fit only for the Cabinets of the Curious.

Ir there was ever a formal exprefs Compa&, be-
tween a Prince and a People, it was at the glorious
Revolution. If there was ever a patriot Prince, and a
patriot People, it was then. Yet the Compact, if we
may believe his Friend and Hiftorian Burnet, was no
fooner made, than it was broken, by all the Parties
to it, nor could it have happened otherwife. Govern-
ment, according to Mr. Locke, was of Courfe dif-
folved, or might have been fubverted, with a fafe
Confcience, ¢ Chaos might bhave come again. And
Men were at Liberty, to return if they pleafed, to
the State of Nature from whence they originally
came,

Our Auceftors, were wifer, thank God, than to
take him at his Word. They and their Pofterity have
continued fo. And 1t is frem the very Moment of
that happy Era, that we date the Freedom of the
Britifb Conflitution, at leat, the Enjoyment of it.
Theie Difciples of Mr. Lacke, who complain of
the Breach of Compact, and think themfelves con-
{cientioufly ablolved from all Allegiance io the iu-
preme Power ; are many of them, Mzmbers of the
provincial fupreme Power of their refpe@ive Colo-
nies, and have entered into a Compaét too, with
their People. Their Peopie reafon as their Betters are
too apt to do. They know, or which anfwers all the
{fame Purpofes, they think they know, how this A¢t
came to be paffed ; why that was thrown out ; how

{uch
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fuch a Gentleman got the Government ; the other a
Seat in the Council. How much it ¢oft Mr. Such-a-
One, asd Mr. Such-a-One, the laft Election ; that
this Thing is done, or not dore, to make Intereft
again(t the next; why this limployment was given
to this Man, that to the other Man. :

Accorping to the great Mr. Locke, according to
the Reafonings and Examples of their Betters, they
cry out, * what is this but to cut up Govern-
“ ment by the Roots, and poifon the very Fountain
¢ of publick Security.”

THE criginal Compall is broken, we are abfolved
Sfrom ail Allegiance.  The Friends of Liberty are
defired to meet, &c. &c. &c. They can read, and
write too ; they have the venerable Volume of Ame-
rican Refolves and State Papers before them, and
will foon turn the Artillery of Mr. Locke, againft
their Mafters 5 they have begun already.

In a very few Weeks perhaps, the Men who hold
the Plough, who tug at the Oar, who handle thg
Axe and the Sledge, who black thei: Shoes, may
have their Furn too ; and the affrighted Senator may
be glad to ¢fcape the Rage of the Tylers and Cades
of America, and fly for Protetion, even into the
City of Hobbes, into the Jaws of the Monfter Le-
victkban.

1 po not pretend to fce farther than my Neigh-
bours, but 1n the moral, as in the natural World,
there are certais Caufes, which invariably produce
certain ffcéts. 1'he eftublithed Axioms of both, are
difcoverable by Hiftory and Experiment. Now the
moft fuperficial Knowledge of the firft, is in my
Opinton, fufficient to convince any Man, that fome
fienal Calamity, Js at this very Moment impending
over this once happy Country. He may without
being 2 Coward forefee it, under the Dominion of
the brutal and barbarous Rabble, or their defence
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lefs Towns, the eafy Prey of a Fleet from Zoxlon,
Ferrol, or Alyiers.

It is not yet too late, for the greater Part of the
Colonies to recede,

WEe have many of us lived in the Pleafures of
their Society, thared in the Hofpirality of their Tables,
and in the Offices of their Friencfhip. We have been
long good Friends, may we ever remain fo. L.ctus
hope that they will remember, there 1s a golden Mean
in every Thing, in Liberty, even in Virtue itfelf;
that the Fit of Peevithnefs ard Paffion will tfublide,
before it is too late, and give Place to fober and ccol
Refle¢tion; and that the delightful Current ot Peace
and Tranquillity, may return once more into its old
Channel,

Wourp to God we could form the fame Hopes,
for the deluded Inhabitants of New-England; but
they have already advanced too far to retreay; the
Sword is fufpended over their Heads by a fingle Hair,
and nothing but the imrediate Hand of Heaven,
can avert the Mifery that awaits them.

ATttempts have been long made, tn vain, to
untle the Knot. It muft be left or cut. The Skill of
the acuteft Politicians, has been baffled ; it will foon
be confignéd, to the Hands of the flout Ajax, the
honeft Grenadier. The felf devoted People, are
doomed to Punifhment ; it may be in the "ower of
even the youngeft Subalterns among us, en many
Occafions, to make that Punithment, no greater than
it is defigned to be.

it i1s for this Reafon, brother Officers, Friends,
Companions, and fellow Soldiers, that I prefume to
addrefs myfelf to you. To you, Gentlemen, the gal-
lant Defendérs of the Property, Liberty, and Lives
of your fellow Citizens, with whom, in Spite of
Calumny, you are infeparably united in one common
Intereft. And towhom you are allied, by Birth, Edu-
ducatien, Religion, Laws, Principles and Manners ;

by
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by all the Attachments and Fndearments of Man-
kind. Not the Janniffaries of a Defpot, or the preto-
rian Cohorts of an Ufurper, but the free Servants
of a free State, of a.limited, and virtuous Monarch.
The undegenerate Succeflors, or Members of that
diftinguifhed Order of Men, whofe Conduét, after the
Experience of more than a Century has fallified the
Predi&tions of the timid, and the fattious, whoie
Arms, have been invariably employed, not in invading
but in defending the free Conftitution of their Country,
and on one memorable Occafion, even againft the
Prince himfelf.

Whhose Courage has been felt, and is refpected in
every Part of the Globe. Has extended every where,
the Dominions of the State in War. And in Peace
has hitherto, until this melancholy Occafion, preferved
the Laws of the Land, from becoming a dead and
ineffectual Letter. A Service the moft Important of
all to the Interefts of your fellow Ciuzens, to the
Happinets of all Men, to the miferable Agffachafetss
ilelt.  And altho’ we

Might wifh the Tafk bad been affign’d,
To Spirits of lefs gentle Kind.
It1s neverthelefs, a Duty we owe to God, to our Coun-
try, to our King, to our own Honour, to perform it
with Alucrity. Our Enemies know it to be our Duty.
Let us do that intrepidly, and that only, with the
fame honourable Regard to thg Rules of Politenels
and Generofity, as we fhew in the Wars of our Coun-
try with foreign Nations, and in deciding our own
Quarrels with each other. In Spite of all <« the Pride,
“ the Pomp, and Circumpances of glovious War.”
In Spite ot the flattering Hopes of Promotion, War
1s at the beit, but a neceflary Evil, let us make the
beft of 1t, and give the World an Example, that the
Men, who are fometimes called by the invidious
Names of Eirelings and Mercenaries, know how to
avenge the Caufe of the Publick, without the Mea-
nefs of private Animofity, or of perfonal Revenge.
To
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To the Honour of modern Times, degenerate
as they are called by Men, who know little of
other Times. War is become a mere Sport and
Amulfement, compared with the I'erocity, and Cru-
clty recorded 1n every Page of Hiftory; from the
Old Tellament, down to Davila and Thuanus. By
the humanizing Intercourfe of Commerce, and the
free Communication ot the liberal Arts and Sciences,
Men are become much better acquainted with each
other; and have at laft difcovered, that Nations,
like individualsy have their Defects and thenr Excel-
lencies ; that their particular Vices, are often com-
penfated, by fome peculiar Virtues ; that a Man may
be a Foreigner, without being a Barbarian. And that
as the good Chizen of a State owes Forbearance and
Indulgence, to the Frailties of his Countrymen ; the
benevolent Citizen of the World, is ever difpofed
to thew 1t, to the Weaknefies of all Mankind.

Grear Progrefs has been already made in the
Virtues of Humanity ; and without diminithing the
Prowefs of the Soldier; it has been made in a very
fhort Space of Time, but the Reformation is not yet
complete. ‘

ArTs, that have been ufed to inflame the mere
Vulgar of every Nation, and of every Party, have
cxtended their Inficence much farther, ‘than they
were defigned to reach 3 becaufe the Vulgar ¢ompre-
hends a much greater Body of People, than is com-
monly imagined. The trivial Circumftances of Lan-
guage, Diels, Food, &¢. Iiven the nick Names of
?: “;f’l"‘rﬁ”) Sarpeiil, ‘{d!?'ré"_a Paddy, Nick Freg, Satwney,
Jokn Bull, Fean I'. and D. B. have at this Hour,
more, ana worfe Effects than Men in general are
aware of 3 when we are a little more polithed, we fhall
perhaps difcover, that the Wit there may be in fuch
Jekes, may as well be fpared ; that there is no very
vood Reafon to luugh at a Man, becaufe he {peaks
the Langaape, or wears the Drefs of lis native

Country ;
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Country ; and we fhall leave our Neighbours, who
happen to be born under a different Cookery, to eat
their falt Pork and Molafies, their toafted Cheele,
their Frogs, and their Haggefs, in Peace; and they
will not difturb us, over our roalt Beef and Plumb-
Pudding, our Blood, and melted Butter. There is
nothing truly Ridiculous, in the Diverfity of the
Manners and Cuftoms of different Nations, tho’ ]
am afraid, if we will take the Word of any Fo-
reigner on Earth, it is one of the Charalteriltics of
an Englifbman to think otherwife.

WE are finer Gentlemen, no doubt, than the
plain Farmers we are going to encounter. Cur
Hats carry a {marter Cock, our Swords hang more
aracefully by our Sides, and we make an eafier Figure
in a Ball Room; but let us remember, that the moft
finifhed Maccaroni among us, would pafs for an
arrant Clown at Pekin, and that Saxe, Lincein, ¢ that
Foy of Womankind, even Mars himielf, if we may
believe Homer, would have made but a clumfy
Figure in the Celebrations of Ooutabeite.”

Dirrerence of Religion has produced the moit
fatal Effe&s of all; a fenfible Mind turns with Hor-
ror from the Recolle&ion of them : That ours, is not
exaltly the fame with theirs, is no clear Proof of its
being better, or worfe. There is no Set of Men, I
believe, lefs prone to quarrel with their Neighbours
about Pun&tilios of Faith, than we are, which I take
to be a good prefumptive Evidence at leaft, that our
Religion is not a bad one.

Ir they pray too much, we may poflibly pray too
little; the gallant Armies on the Danube and the
Viffula, pray much more than either of us. L.et
us leave them to {wear like Lady Kate, Sunday Citizens
Oaths. Let us when it is incumbent upon us to
fwear, {wear  good Mouth-filling Oaths, like the
noble Harry,” the Difference 1s not very material 3 in
thefe Matters there is Nothing to love or to hate,

Ir
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Ir there are ameng them Thoufands (and can we
doubt that there are ?) who are Juft in their Dealings,
fincere in the'r Friendfhips, kind in their Affections,
and benevolentin their Difpofitions,---thefe are not
laughing Matters ; let us treat them as if they had
fuch Qualities, till we are fure they have them not.

BuT ¢ they are a Pack of canting Scoundrels
““ and d---d Rebels ;” they do fnufile too much; no
doubt. They learn it from their Paftors, who have it
by defcent from the Anceftors of many among our-
felves. There are many pious good Souls at home
who fnuffle ftill ; the moit genuine Chriftians I have
ever met with, queer and unlike as they may be to
us, in the outward Man, the Men of the pureft and
fevereft Morals fnuffle and quake too. I appeal to
the Hiftory of Pennfylvania.

Tuat they are Rebels cannot be denied ; would
to God it could. Itis well for them that they are in
the Hands of a Man of approved Gentlenefs, Hu-
manity and Juitice ; but even Rebel (in War at leatt)
1s a convertible Term, which Knave was never.

As Soldiers it 1s our Duty, as it is his, to reduce
them to Cbedience ; as Men to lament, like him, their
Infatuation. If there are among them Men of dif-
folute Manners, corrupt Principles, or defperate
Ambition, who under the Pretence of Patriotifm,
wifh to repair their ruined Fortunes, and rife into
Confideration by Subverfion of the L.aws, and the De-
ftruction of their Country, they deferve the Judg-
ments of God, and the Deteftation of all honeft Men.

Reperrion 1s a Crime of the deepeit Die, in
Contemplation of Law, and in the Eye of every
Government on Earth, which prefumes not to fearch
into the Confciences of its Subjeéts, and thercfore
neither condemns nor acquits them for their Inten-

tions, but for their Actions, in the Eyes cof the
Brealts
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Searcher of all Fearts ; a Hampden, and a Faikiand,
a Cameron, and a 7 hornton, may be equally acceptable,
Can we wonder at thefe infatuated unhappy People ?
Defcended as they are,from Men who carried cheir No-
tions in Religion, to the wildeft Fanaticifm; their Prin-
ciples in Government, to the utmoft poffible extreme
of Liberty; droptina Corner of the World, uncon-
troled for Generations, by the Authorit; of the parent
Country, inheriting fuch dangerous Opinions ; by the
Blood of their Anceftors, imbibing them from the
Breafts of their Mothers, until, by the Contagion of
general Manners, and by the pious Aid of the very Men
who were confecrated to inftruct their Confciences, 1n
Morality and the Meeknefs of the Gofpel, it ripened
into Sedition, as the immediate Word of God, as if
they had heard it with their own Ears, from the burn-
ing Bufh, and ended in Rebellion. To I.Ien born
and educated under fuch Circumftances, excluded in
a great Mealure by their Situation, from the bene-
ficial Intercourfe and Examination of the Effe&ts of
different Opinions and Principles ; it 1s not eafy to
emerge from Darknefs to Light, and to fee the
World in its true Colours. The Popularity of their
old Government, and the interior Policy of their
Townfhips, have contributed much to their Blind-
nefs ; from thefe they have colleted all the technical
Terms in Politicks, and a huge Stock of fonorous
Words, which ferve them for Logick ; have the fame
Effet upon their Underftandings, and a much
greater upon their Paffions. Learned notwithftanding,
as they think themfelves in the Science of Govern-
ment, they do not yet feem to have difcovered, that
a Charter carelefsly granted, as a Matter of Indif-
ference, becaufe it was afked, for two or three Hun-
dred commercial or fanatic IEmigrants, was never de-
figned to be aregular Syftem of Legiilation, for Half
a Million of opulent Merchants, fubftantial Land-
Holders, &, That altho’ it was vacated under the
C Reign
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Reign of a Tyrant, it was forfeited by the Laws of
the Conftitution. Laws however odious that Tyrant
made them, 2»s much the Law of the Land, as
Magna Charte itfelf.

IT was rettored indeed, under a new and a happy
Reign, but in a new Form, vamped for a Time ; has
been fince patched up, as Ceeafion required ; ever at
the Mercy of a guo Warranto, {faved becaufe it was
negietted ; uncondemned becaufe it was not brought
to the Bar ; born to live but for a fhort Time, and
to cxpire i Convulfions ; fuch was this famous
Compatt. |

Tre Charter is loft, but the Country may ftill be
{aved ; the {fame tolerant and philofophick Legiflature
that has extended its beneficent and paternal Care,
over all its Subjects, from the Ganges to the Banks
of St. Lawrence and Miffifippi 5 and has given to the
whole World, an illuftrious Example of Modera-
tion and Philanthrophy, regards the deluded Inha-
bitanrs of the Maffachufetts, with equal Eyes of Af-
fetirn, and configns them to Punithment, to fave
them from Ruin. o

LeT us, Gentlemen, who are the Inftruments of
this Punithment, a& our Parts in this fad Scene like
brave Soldiers, like true Gentlemen, not like Rioters ;
Gibes, Reproaches, hard Names, make no Part of
the Punithment alloted them ; the difpaffionate
Judges of our merciful Courts, are Counfel for the
very Criminals whom the Laws enjoin them to con-
demn ; thefe are not Times for Merriment and Buf-
foorery, let us referve our Wit and our Humour, if
we happen to have it, for the Tables of our Friends.

Eves in the Exultation of Victory, when the
Laws of Men are filent, there are Laws antecedent
to thole ;3 Laws which reftrained the Arm of Cefar,
and were written on the Heart of the merciful
Beuibur, The Perfons, Goods and Lives of the van-
cuifhed are sot ours, Let us imitate the Virtues,

which

et o g et .



( 19 )

which have endeared the Names of an Amberf, a
Gage, and a Haldimand, to the conquered Canadians.

InNoceNCE, Imbecillity, Age and Affliction, have a
peculiar claim to the Protection of all Men, of Soldiers
above all Men ; we have our Homes, our domeftick
and focial Affections, as well as our Enemies, and may
one Day have our Sorrows too ; thefe are not ¢ glo-
rious golden Opportunities,” even for the Scoundrel
Lothario. Wars, civil Wars efpecially, have Miferies
enough of their own; they have been ofter aggra-
vated, and prolonged by Licence and Brutality; till
what the Wifdom of the State defigned for the
Reformation of a Part, became the Deftruction of
the Whole.

L.eT us remember, that the Memories of an Alva,
a Tavanne, and a Kirk, are held in Execration by all
Mankind, and that the Laws of Conqueft, exclude
not the Right of Hurnanity.

F I N I S,
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Page 4, L.ine 12, after the Word Knavery, read,
when 1t happens to be the Cafe of whole Nations,
altho * the, &c.
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