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THE BIRTH OF OUR COUNTRY 

H AD one been privileged to be present one water-tight compartmcnts for ships; he established 
hundred and fifty years ago in the upper the University of Pennsylvania; he founded the first 
room of a house at Seventh and Market public library in Ameriea. At the time of the 

Streets, Philadelphia, with the famous "Committee incident represented in this pieture he was in his 
of Five," who were chosen as spokesmen for the new seventy-first year. 
Nation about to be bom, it would have taken a The slender figure dressed in light-green, standing 
far-sighted prophet to predict the significanee of the bes ide Franklin, is that of Thomas Jefferson-then 
event. At that time, in America. there \Vas no thirty-three years old. Although Jefferson has 
central government, no national body, no one and many e1aims upon immortality, doubtless his great-
indivisible union-not even a legal alliance--only est hid is the faet that he was ehosen by the Com-
thirteen separate British Colonics, whose advisory mittee to do the <tetual \York of drafting the Declara-
congress e01lld not mise money by taxation, had no tion. ",hich \Yas finally submitted for their cor-
authority to compel ohedienee and represented no reetion and approval. Tall and slender in his youth, 
legal authority of any kind whatsoever. he \Vas mueh given to fanciful dress. He entered 

It \Vas the ahsolute neeessity of establishing some publie life a rieh man and died poor. Apart from 
kind of central authority that led men to see that a the faet that he ,vas cleded President, among the 
formal deelaration of independellec must be made many things to his credit are thc purchase of 
before Congress could proceed to operate with some Louisiana; respensibility for the Lewis and Clark 
legal basis for ils existence and its aetion. expedition; the suggestion of the dollar as the unit 

Here i" a }licture of the five men selected for tbis of our eurreney, and the foullding of the University 
of Virginia. difficult and dangerous task. To-day, we take the 

existence of our Nation so much as a matter of The llicture of the desk upon the table is an exact 
eomse, that it is diffieult to realize the courage and representation of that upon whieh the Declaration 
skill that were required in those early days to ",as \\Titten. It \\'as espe('ially made for Jefferson 

aecording to plans and measurements made bv 
"uceessfully launch our Ship of State. himself. " 

Partieularly interesting is a eonsideration of the The figUl'e in red, "eated at th~ table, is that of 
different types of personal it y whieh composed this John Adams, an earnesl and eloquent advoeate of 
Committee and enabled il to solvc its problem in so the Deelaralion and the man who proposed George 
eomplete and eomprehensive a manner. The ardor Washington as Commander-in-C'hief of the Army. 
and impetuosity of youth is earefully balanced by Sueeeeding 'Vashington, he heeame our seconu 
the wisdom and experienee of malurer years; the President. He wa" born at Quiney, Mass., October 
balanced judgment of a Frallklin and a Sherman 30, 1785, and was forty-one years old at the time 
by the fiery desire for aetion of a Jefferson and a of the pieture. 
Livingston. Roger Sherman, the man in black, was born in 

The commanding figure in fronl of the window is Newton, Mass., April 19, 17'.21. At the time of the 
easily reeognized as that of the many-sided Franklin meeting of this Committee, he was fifty-five years 
-a printer, a publisher, an invelltor, a scientist, a old. His eareer i" the old American story. He 
diplomat and a great public leader. Ko Amel'ican began life as a shoemaker; then studied law, and 
ever reccived greater recognition from all Europe. rose to be judge of the highest court in Connecticut. 
He ",as universally honored and eourted. His Sherman was of the Calvin Coolidge type, thrifty, 
genius was too great to be confined by national practieal, keen, alert. He seldom spoke but when 
boundaries. he <lid. pl'oduccd a profound impression. Jeffer-

Benjamin Franklin was a great advertiser and son said of him that he never said a foolish thing in 
propagandist. He was a great humorist. The his life. He ",as the only man who enjoyed the 
eommonly known fads about him can be supple- singular distinetion of having signed all of the 
mented by many interesting facts not generally foremost important state papers of American 
known. For example, he ,vas probably the first History : l. The Artieles of association of the First 
great American athlete. He was a swimmer of Continental Congress. 2. The Deelaration of 
exeeptional ability and, as a young man, it was Independence. 3. The Artieles of Confederation. 
purposed to build a natatorium for him in London, 4. The Constitution of the United States. 
where he eould give lessons and exhibitions. In the Ile of the lavender coat is Robert R. Livingston. 
pieture, he is shown ",ith speetaeles and it is interest- At this time he was twenty-nine years old. Rich, 
ing to note that he was the inventor of the bi-focal well educated, although very faslidious about his 
lens for spectaeles. His common sen se and elear personal appearance, he was a man of great power 
thinking led him to become an authority on the and ability. Notice that he is the Olle man of the 
subject of ventilation, and he was consulted by the group who affects an elegant snuff-box. As an 
government of England about the ventilation of aristocratie eolonial, he naturally followed the 
the House of Commons. He first promoted the use European ('lIstom of the times. Livingston was 
of plaster for buildings; he was the first to teach Chaneellor of I\ew York and in 1801 became 
the use of mineral fertilizers; he estahlished the first Minister to Franee, ",here he matel'ially assisted in 
organized fire department in America; he invented the negotiation that led to the Louisiana Purchase. 
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EDITOR'S PRE:FACE 

THE STOR X.,. of the first prayer offered in Congress is familiar to 
all through the engraving of the scene-but not so the religious 
belief of each and every member of that first Congress; and 

it is somewhat relnarkable that, outside of Sanderson's "Lives of the 
Signers,'~ no attelnpt seems to have been lnade to discovel' and record 
it, for at lea st a century. The late Rev. W. S. Perry, P. E. Bishop 
of Iowa, was a vohnninous writer upon topics connected with his church 
and it is to his industry we are indebted for a detailed and no doubt 
accurate record of the subject. The exact date when this was pub-
11shed is unknown, as of all his writings this is the only one which 
bears neither place or da te of publication; and the pamphiet itself is so 
scarce that cOlnparatively few can be aware of its existence. We were 
{)bliged to borrow our copy froln the Library of Congress. The Bishop's 
list is correct, save in one instance-he reckons Stockton as a Quaker, 
whereas, on the authority of the N. J. lIistorical Society, we say he 
was a Presbyterian, although buried in a Quaker cemetery. 

The list of nlelnbers of the Congress who did not actually sign 
the Declaration, as given by Dr. Perry, is interesting: the desceil­
dants of such lnust greatly regret their loss of the distinetion of 
descent from the "Signers." 

The Bishop is gre a tly pleased tha t a lnajority of the Signers were 
Episcop~lians; but he rnight well have remembered that, outside of 
New England, which was Congregational, the rest of the colonies 
were almost entirely Church of England, and hence most "Signers" 
Inust necessarily be of that church. 

It is relnarkable that the Congress had on ly one Quaker and one 
Catholic among its lnembers: Stephen Hopkins and Charles Carroll, 
who was to survive all his fellow menlbers, until 1832, as Morton was 
the first to die (in 1777) and Lynch, the youngest of the Congress 
,died in 1779. 

Of the nUlnber we count-
217 





FAITH OF THE SIGNERS ~7 

State of Birtk Born and Died 
Hall Conn. 1721-1784 
Hancock Mass. 1737-1803 
Huntington Conn. 1732-1796 
Paine Mass. 1731-1814 
Sherman Mass. 1721-1793 
Thornton Ireland 1714-1803 
Whipple Me ehen part) • of Mass. 1730-1785 
Williams Conn. 1747-1811 
Wolcott Conn. 1726-1797 
Presbyterians-6 
Clark N.J. 1726-1794 
Floyd N.Y. 1734-1821 
McKean Pa. 1734-1817 
Smith Ireland 1717(?)-1806 
Stockton N.J. 1730-1781 
Witherspoon Scotland 1722-1794 
Baptist-I 
Hart N. J. 1715-1779 
Quaker-I 
Hopkins R. J. 1707-1785 
Catkolic-] 
Carroll Md. 1737-1832 
As to their birthplaces it will probably be news to some of our 
readers, that not all were American-born. The list runs thus: 
Maine (then part of Massachusetts) 

Whipple 
M assackusetts 

Adams (2) 
Bartlett 
Franklin 
Gerry 

Rhode Island 
Ellery 

Connecticut 
Hall 
Huntington 

New York 
Floyd 
Livingston 
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Hancock 
Hooper 
Paine 
Sherman 

Hopkins 

Williams 
Wolcott 

Morris (L.) 
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New Jersey 
. Clark 
Hart 

Pennsylvania 
Clymer 
Hopkinson 
McKean 

Delaware 
Rodney 

Maryland 
Chase 
Carroll 

Virginia 
Braxton 
Harrison 
Jefferson 
Lee, F. L. 
Lee, R. H. 

South Carolina 
Lynch 
Middleton 

England 
Gwinnett 
Morris, R. 

Ireland 
Smith 
Taylor 

Scotland 
Wilson 
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Hewes 
Stockton 

Morton 
Rush 

Ross 

Paca 
Read 

Nelson 
Penn 
Walton 
Wythe 

Rutledge 

Lewis (Wales) 

Thornton 

Witherspoon 

It may be noted that two of the Signers were almost exactly coeval 
with Washington (1732-1799)-Huntington, 1732-1796 and Brax­
ton, 1732-1797. 

Most opportunely for our purpose, there was sold in New York, 
January 19, 1926 as part of the great Manning collection of auto­
graphs, a letter of Thomas McKean to Caesar A. Rodney, nephew of 
Rodney the "Signer." This is a letter of the greatest historical 
importance, as it gives a history of the adoption and signing of th,e 
Declaration, correcting many errors which have crept into the history 
of this, the most famous document ever put forth in our country. 

~~o 



:FAITH OF THE SIGNERS 29 

At this sale, the extraordinary priee of $~~,500 was paid for the 
autograph of Button Gwinnett, as a witness to a will-and the re 
was also sold the written stateinent of George vVells, of the duel be­
tween Gwinnett and l\felntosh, in whieh both were wounded, the 
foriner Inortally. This is the only known statelnent by an eye­
witness, of this historie duel. 

Through kindness of the auetioneer~ the Anderson Galleries, ,ve 
are also able to gi ve a (redueed) facsimilc of the last page of lV[c­
Kean'g letter-and a copy of the '~Tells stateUH:,nt. 



THE FAITH OF THE SIGNERS OF THE DECLARATION 
OJ? INDEPENDENCE 

HE resolu tion declaring the thirteen eolonies fl'ee and inde­
pendent was moved in the Congress of 1776 by l{iehard Henry 
Lee of Virginia, a Churehll1an and vestrYlnan. The ehairman of 
COll1Iuittee of Congress to WhOIll this resolution was referred 

and by WhOIll the Declaration \Vas reported after its diseussion and 
adoption in "Colnlnittee of the 'Vhole" was Benjamin Harrison of 
Virginia, a Churclunan and vestrYlnan. The author of the Declara­
tion itself, Tholnas Jefferson of Virginia, although in his later life 
regarded as an "infidel," and eertainly holding and advoeating at 
times views quite ineonsistent with those aeeepted byany Christian 
body, served a s a vestrYluan in his early days and was by birth and 
baptism eonneeted with the Chureh. To the very last of life he was 
aregular attendant at Chureh and lnust be elassed, in view of his 
baptisnl, faIl1ily assoeiations, and life-Iong attendanee on the services 
of the Church, as, at least, a nOll1inal ChurchIllan. I-lis Prayer-Book, 
used in Chureh in his la test years, is still preserved, and the eolumns 
of a leading Chureh paper, a few years ago, eontained full attesta­
tions of the stateIllents we have 111ade. The contributions of these 
three Virginians, vestrYluen, baptised Inell1bers of the Chureh and 
through life aetual, or at lcast nOlninal Churehluen, freely given to 
the cause of Alneriean Independence, can be paralleled by no other 
religious body in the land. 

The l\felnbers of Congress on July 4, ] 776, were as follows, the 
date recorded after the nall1e of the eolony being tha t of the latest 
certifieate given by the legislative body of each of the thirteen colonies 
to its representatives in Philadelphia: 

New Hampshire, Feb. ~9, 1776: nVil1iam 'Vhipple (Congregationalist), t John 
Langdon (Congrcgationalist), *Josiah Bartlett (Congregationalist), 

*Those whose names wel'C ill August or at a later date affixed to the Declaratioll are distillguished 
by an asterisk. 

tIt is an interesting faet that the descendants of both Whipple and Langdon are in the Church. 

223 
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FAITH OF THE SIGNERS 

J.\!IassachuseUs, Feb. 9, 1776: *John Haneock (Congregationalist),l *Samuel 
Adams (Congregationalist), *John Adams (CongregationaIist), *tRobert Treat 
l>aine (Congregationalist), *Elbl'idge Gerry (Churclunan). 

Connecticut, Jau. 16, 177(): Roger Sherman (Congregationalist), *Oliver 
Wolcott (Congregationalist), *SamueI Huntington (Congregationalist), *Titus 
Hosmer (Congregationalist), *'Villiam V\TiJliams (Congrega tionalist). 2 

New York, ';'day 11, 1776: *Philip Livingston (Churehman), James Duane 
(Churchma.n), John Ah·wp (Clmrchman), *\Villiam Floyd (Preshyterian), *Lewis 
lVlorris (Churchmnl1), ,John ,J,)y (ChllrdLlllall), who, '\\ith thos~ whose names foIIow, 
attended May 1.5, 177G: Henry 'Visner (Clmrehman), Pllilip Sehuyler (Dutch 
Heformed),:l Gt'orge Clinton (CIlllrehman), *Francis Lewis (Cllllrchman), Robert 
R. LivingslolJ, ,Jr. (Chll1'f'hman). 

New Jersey, ,June 28, 177(): *Rieltard Stockton (Presbyterian), *Abraham 
Clark (Presbyterian), *.JOhll Hart (Baptist),4 *Franeis Hopkinson (Churchman), 
*.John 'Yitllerspoell, D.D., LL.D., President of Prineeton College (Presbyterian). 

Penllsylvani:l, Nov. S, 1775: *Joh11 lVlorton (Churchman), John Dickinson 
(Quaker), *Robert l\forris (Churchman), *13elljamin Franklin (Churchman), 
Charles Humphreys (Quaker), Thomas \YiIJing (Churchman),5 Edward Biddle 
(Churdmu:n), Andrew Allen (PresLyterian), *James 'ViJson (Churehman). 

I ... m\'e1' COllnties on the Dcla ware, l\Iay 11, 1775: *Caesar Rodney (Church­
man), *§Thoml1s l\IeKean (Presbyterian), *George Rcad (Churchman). 

l\faryJand, Sept. 13, 177.5: lHutthew Tilghman (Chm'ehman), Thomas John­
son, Jr. (Churchman), Robert Goldshorough (Churchman), *\Villiam Paea (Church­
man), *Thomas Stone (Churchman), John Hall (Churchman). 

Virginia, Sept. 13, 1775: *Richard Henry Lee (Churchman), *Thomas Jeffer­
son (Churchman), *BC'!ljarnin Han-isDn (Churehman), *Thomas Nelson, Jr. 
(Churchmull), *George \Vythe (Churchman), *Fr~U1Cis J,ightfoot Lee (Churchman), 
a.nd on Feb. 23, 1776, *Carter Braxton (Chu!'chman). 

North Carolina, l\Jay 11, 177;3: *\Vil1iam Hooper (ChuI'ehman), *Joseph Hewes 
(Churchman), and on O('L 13, *John Penn (ChuI'ehman). 

South CaroIina, April 24, 1776: 'Thomas I,yneh (Churchman), John Rutledge 

lA son and grandson of Congl'egationul divines. 
tA son of a retired Congregational minister and serving as a chaplain during the wal·. The present 

r('presentatives of Robert Treat Paine are Church-folk. 
2A son of a COllgregationaJ minister. 
3General Schuyler's two daughters lived and died in the communion of the Church. 
c4The Bap6.yts and fhr Amencan Rel'olution. By William Cathcart, D.D. Philadelphia, 1876. 

]~mo; p. 53. 
§The descendallts of Gov. l\lcKean are ChurchrnclI. 
6Apropos of Willing, a letter from Jefferson to Trumbull, datcd Nov. 11, 1818, wassold in New York 

this year. Trurnbull was then engaged in paiIlting his familiar "Signing of the Declaration," and Jeffer­
son says to him: "I think I portrayed to you, in writing, the countcnance of T. "V., while the Declara­
tion was readillg. I hope ynu have given it all its haggard lineamcnts, if you havc not, touch it again­
HE REFUSED TO HIGN"· 
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FAI'I'H OF THE SIG NERS 33 

(Churchman), *Edward Rutledge (Churchman), *Arthur l\1iddleton (Churchman), 
*Thomas Heyward, Jr. (Churchman), Thomas Lynch, Jr. (Churchman). 

Georgia, l\lay ~O, 1776: *Lyman Hall (Congregationalist), *Button Gwinnett 
(Churehman), Arehibald Bulloch (Churehman), John Houston (Churchman), 
*George VValton (Churchman).6 

Rhode Island, lVIay 14, 1776: *Stcphen I-Iopkins (Quaker) , */IWilliam Ellery 
(Congregationalist) . 

The nalnes of "signers" and persons luentioned as "signers," 
who were not lnclnbers of Congress .July 4, 1776, are as follows: 

Ne,v Hampshire: *l\Iutthew Thornton (Congregationalist), admitted Nov. 4, 
] 77'6. 

Pennsylvania: *Benjalllin Rush (Churdllnall), *George Ross (Churchman), 
*.James Smith (Presbyterian), *Gcorge Clymer (Churchman), George Taylor 
(Churchman), admitted .luly 18, 1776. 

1\faryland: *Charles Carroll of Carrolton (Roman Catholic), *Samuel Chase 
(Churchman), admitted July 18, 1776. 

Of the above-nalned l\iclnocrs of Congress on the day popularly 
supposed to be the date of the signing of the lnenl0rable document, 
the following did not afiix their nalnes, viz.: 

John Langdon (Congregationalisl) of New Hampshire; Titus Hosmer (Congre­
gationalist) of Connecticut; .James Dllane (Churchman), John Alsop (Churchman,) 
.John .Jay (Churelllnan), Henry 'Visner (Churchman), George Clinton (Church­
man), Rohert R. l,ivingstoll, .Jr. (Churchman), and Philip Sehuyler (Dutch Re­
formed) of New York; .John Dickinson (Quaker), Charles Humphreys (Quaker) , 
Edward Biddle (Churchman), Thomas "Tilling (Churchman), and Andrew Allen 
(Presbytcrian) of Pennsylvania (the latter, the Chief-.Justice of the province, be­
came a Tory and left the country for Great Britain); l\iatthew Tilghman (Church­
man), Robert Goldshorough (Churchlllan), Thomas Johnson, Jr. (Churchman), 
nnd John Hall (ChuJ'chman), of lHary1and; John Rutledge (Churcluuan) and 
Thomas Lynch, Sr. (Churehman) of South Carolina; Archibald Bulloch (Church­
man) and .John Houston (Churchman) of Georgia. 

It is probable that John Langdon (Congregationalist), of New 
Han1pshire was not present at the tilne of signing. Titus I-Iosmer 
(Congregationalist) and vVillialn 'VillialIls (Congregationalist) were 
alternates for Roger Sherman (Congregationalist), Ol iver Wolcott 
(Congregationalist), and Salnuel Huntington (Congregationalist), 

6Afterwards Chict'-Justicc of Gcorgia. 
l I William Ellery was marricd by the Rev .. James Honeymall of Trinity, Newport, R. I., the Church 

service being of course uscd. He was a personal friend of Dean Berkeley. 

~~5 



34 FAITH OF THE SIGNERS 

all of Connecticut. Another Connecticut deputy, 'Villianl 'Villianls 
(Congregationalist) resigned August 3, 1776. 

John Alsop (Churclllnan) was probably absent. John Jay 
(Churchman), afterwards Chief-Justice of the United States, was in 
attendance on the sessions of the Provincial Legislature of New York 
on July 4, 1776, and had no opportun it y to sign in August of that 
year. Jalues Duane (Churclllnan) was also in the New York Legis­
lature and Gen. Philip Schuyler (Dutch Reformed) was in the fieId. 
Robert R. I.ivingston, Jr. (Churclllnan), one of the original "Sons of 
Liberty" in New York, was on the COlllluittee to draw up the Decla­
ration, but was also a lnember of the N e,v York Legislature, and is 
known to have been in attendanee upon its sessions on July 4, 1776, 
as well as on August ~ of the same year, which accounts for the Iack 
of his signature. Henry 'Visner (Churclunan) was in Congress July 
4, when the Declarationt was adopted and undoubtedly voted for it, 
but appears to have been in New York on August 2. Edward Biddle 
(Churchman) died during the session of Congress of a lingering disease 
which doubtIess incapacitated hiln froln attendance at the tilne the 
Declaration was adopted. John Dickinson (Quaker), Charles 
Humphreys (Quaker), and Tholnas 'Villing (Churchman) regarded 
the Declaration as premature though supporting the measure when 
adopted. Andrew Allen (Presbyterian) opposed action at the time 
and at a later day, as we have seen, deserted the Alnerican cause. 

Robert Goldsborough (Churclllnan) and John Hall (Church­
man) appeal' to have voted for the Declaration, but before an oppor­
tunity was afforded theln of affixing their names to the documents 
they were superseded by a later appointment of delegates which was 
lnade in Maryland, on July 4. The newly appointed delegates took 
their seats July 18, and in consequence neither Goldshorough nor 
Hall-hoth Churchmen-were qualified to sign on August 2, al­
though earnest patriots and froln first to last faithful to tD-e American 
cause. 

tHenry Wisner is not c]aimed as a Presbyterian in any of the many volumes and essays on the 
Presbyterians in the War of the Revolution we have seen. All the evidence we have been able to gather 
respecting him is that he was, at least, a nominal Churchman. His grandson is a Churchman. 

~26 



FAITH OF THE SIGNERS 35 

Tilghtnal1 (Churehman) and Johnson (Churehruan), of Mary­
were members of the new delegation and strongly in favor of 

, .... L>o~~Ondence; but it is not known with certainty whether or not 
were present at the session of July 4, and both were absent in 

. The senior Thomas Lynch (Churchman), of South Carolina, 
in pOOl' health and his son (Churehmun) aeted praetically as an 

te. John Rutledge (Churcllll1an) was busied in civil and 
ilitary uffuirs at hOlne, beil1g a lnelnber of the convention of South 

L/....,.'.., ... ·' .. 4a andcomInander-in-ehief of the state's troops. Archibald 
ulloeh (Churchman), a vestrynlan of Christ Church, Savannah, was 

president of the council of Georgia and consequent]y eoulrl not leave 
home. 

To recapitulate: One "signer" froIll lVIassachu~etts, Elbridge 
Gerry, afterwards Vice-President of the IT nited States; all but one 
(WilliaIll :Floyd) of the signers frol11 New York; ont~ signer from New 
,Jersey, }~rancis Hopkinson, poet and jurist and father of the author 
of "Hail Colulnbia;" all the "signers" frol11 Pennsylvania hut ,Jailles 
Srnith, whose religious connection is not known witl! eertainty, and 
possibly one other; all the signers froIll Dela \Vare bu tone, Tholnas 
McI{ean; all the signers froln lVlaryland but oue, Charles Carroll of 
Carrolton; all from '''irginia, North Carolina and South Carolina, 
and all but one, LYInan Hall, froll1 Georgia, luaking two-thirds of 
the whole nlunher of signers, wel'e Churehmen as well as patriots and 
lnust be regarded as attesting the patriotislIl of the Churehmen of 
the various eOlnnHlnities froln whenee they were sent to Congress. 

Fifty-five of the ahove-nalned 111emhers of Congress, July and 
A.ugust, 1776, signed the Declaration. Three others, VVisnert of 
New York, probably a Churchman, Goldsborough and Hall of Mary­
land, both Churclunen, appear to have voted for Independence but 
were not present at the time of signing the engrossed document 
August ~,1776. The salne is true of Robert R. Livingston, Jr., a 
life-Iong Churchnlan. Tilghman and Johnson of l\1:aryland, earnest 
Churchlnen and ardent patriots, would have signed the Declaration 

t"Henry Wisner of the State of New York was also in Congress and voted for independence." 
Letter of Hon. Thomas MeKean, PhiladelpHa, June 16, 1817, to Messrs. Wm. McKenzie & Son. 

~~7 



36 FAITH OF THE SIGNERS 

had they been able to attend in August, as they had beell eleeted. 
Charles Carroll of Carrollton (Ro1nan Catholje), ehosen at the same 
time, was in attendance in August and affixed his na1ne to the Dec­
laration although he had not voted for it, not heing in Congress on 
July 4. Of the fifty-six actual signers thirty-four were Churchmen, 
while at least seven other Churclunen, eligible as signers by theil' 
actual votes in .luly for Independence or by their 1nelnbership in 
August, were providential1y hindered fr01n giving their signatures, as 
they had given thcir votes, their lives, their sacred honoI', to the 
cause of A1nerican freedolll. Later the narne of Tho1nas J\rfcI(ean of 
Delaware, who voted for Indcpendence, was added to the great 
charter of An1erican independence. 

'l\velve of the signers were Congregationalists; five or six were 
Presbyterians1 ; three v,rere QuakeI's;2 one was a Baptist; one wa.s a 
Roman Catholic. Of one whom we have reckoned as a Presbyterian. 
Jatnes Smith of Pennsylvania, it is recorded by Sanderson in his 
Lives of the Signers, that he was "a c01nmunicant" of the Church­
language quite unlikely to be used of any one, other than a Church­
Inan. 

The predominance of the Church element, two-thirds of the 
actual signers if we include Jatnes Smith, and lacking butone of two­
thirds if we eoncede him to the Presbyterians, and three-fourths of 
those who voted for and favored the Declaration of Independence if 
we include those who for good and sufficient reason were unable to 
affix their nume to the engros sed parchment in August, is thus made 
clear. It will be borne in mind that no name has been recorded as 
that of a "Churchman" without conclusive testimony to this effect 
having been obtained, either MS. or printed, which will be furnished 
if it should be found necessary. 

In this eonnection, and as a further proof of the Churchly ele­
ment of the patriots at this period, it should be noted that six of the 
"signers" were sons or grandsons of clergymen of the Church of Eng­
land and others were eonnected by family ties with the clergy. Fran-

ISeven, counting Stockton. 
'One only, Hopkins 
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eis Lewis of New York, a vestryman of Trinity Church, was the son 
of a clergyman of Landaff, Wales, the grandson of another elergy­
man, and a nephew of a Dean of St. Pau!'s Cathedral, London. 
Willianl Hooper of North Carolina, an earnest Churclllnan, was the 
son of the Rev. 'VilliaIll IIooper, fonnerlya rector of Trinity, Boston. 
Caesar Rodney of Dclaware was the grandson of the I{ev. Tholnas 
Crawford, one of the earliest clergYlnen in Pennsylvania. George 
Ross of Delaware \\Tas the son of the Rev. George H,oss, for over half 
a century the devoted lllissionary of the venerable Society for Propa­
gating the Gospel in Foreign Parts at New Castle, Delaware, and the 
brother of the Il-ev ... fEneas lloss, a worthy Clergyrnan of the Church. 
Samuel Chase was the son of the Rev. ThOlnas Chase. I-tector of S. 
Paul's, Baltirllore, l\1aryland. Of George Taylor of Pennsylvania 
little is kno\vn save that he was the son of a clergyulan of the Church 
of Ireland. (ieorge Head, afterward Chief-.Justice of Delaware, was 
a son-in-Iaw of the Rev. George Ross, and l{obert l\1orris of Penn­
sylvania, '"the financier of the Itevolution," was the brother-in-Iaw 
of William White, Chaplain of Congress and the first Bishop of Penn­
sylvania. 

A nlenl0rial stone stand ing in the graveyard of the Church at 
Chester, Pennsylvania, bears an inscription to this effect, that "In 
voting by states upon the question of the independence of the Alneri.: 
can colonies there was a tie until the vote of Pennsylvania was given, 
two lnembers froln which voted in the affirruative, and two in the 
negative. l"he tie continued until the vote of the last member, 
John ]\10rton, decided the prolllltlgation of the glorious diploma of 
American freedoln." 

Great and, in fact, all-important as was the service rendered by 
John Morton to his country in his vote for independence, the state­
ment we have quoted above is not accurately given. There was, in 
fact, no tie of the colonies for the vote of Pennsylvania to unloose. 
There were nine of the thirteen colonies in fa vor of independence and 
but four doubtful or averse. The vote of Pennsylvania was secured 
for the Declaration of Independence on July 2, not by the suffrages 
of a majority of the deputation, but of the members actually present 
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and voting on this decisive day. 'Ve learn from a letter addressed 
June 16, 1817, by the IIon. Tholnas Mcl(eal1, of Delaware, to the 
Freeman's Journal, that John Dickinson (Quaker) and Robert Morris 
(Churchman), "rilJianl vVhite's brother-in-Iaw, were present July ~, 
1776, but did not take their seats. This left but five luelnbers from 
Pennsylvania to east the vote of the state. Of these, Franklin (a 
pewholder and attendant at Christ Church, Philadelphia), James Wil­
son (a devout ChurellIuan, the father of the Rev. Bird vVilson, D.D., 
the biographer of Bishop vYhite). and ,John lVlorton (a eOlnmunicant 
at St. Jalnes's church, Chester), voted for independence. Charles 
HUlllphreys (Quaker) and Thomas vVilling (of Christ Church, Phila­
delphia). voted against it, thinking the lneasurc prenlature. 

vVe are told tbat 1\11'. l\Iorton experienced the lnost intense 
anxiety of lnind when it heealne his duty to gi ve the casting vote of 
the Pennsylvania deputation. 'fhis vote \vould either confirm or 
destroy the unaniulity of the action of the thirteen colonies in the 
matter of indepcndence. flis was the vote "upon which hung the 
ilnportant decision whether the great state of Pennsylvania should, 
or should not. he included in the league which bound the sister­
colonies tOg'ethcr." Everything depended on the vote of this patriotie 
Churdunan. The attitude of Pennsylvania had heen that of opposi­
tion to a deelaration of independence till further efforts for concilia­
tion had heen lnade~ and had failed. The infiuenee of Franklin 
(Churclnnan) 'YHS of no a vail in this juneture. 'Vil son (Churclnuan), 
a man of unnsual ability. worthy of the highest position in the judiei­
ary of the new nation for whiell vVashington intended him, could 
not carry the state for freedoln. But it ,vas the Churelnnan and 
patriot. John 1\iorton, who turned the seale, while the sense of the 
responsibiJity he had assulued is said hy VVaIn, the Liographer of the 
"Signers" (vi .. 128-220), "to have accelerated, if it did not cause, 
his dissolution." "Tell theIll," said he on his death bed (.A.pril, 1777), 
addressing those of his friends who eould not forgive or forget his 
vote for freedolu-"tell them that they willlive to see the hour when 
they shall acknowledge it to have been the most glorious service that 
lever rendered to lny country" ('Va]n, vi, 222). It was, indeed, "a 
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glorious service" rendered to the sacred cause of li bert y by this de­
voted Churchman. But for him we might not have won our freedom. 

The tie in the delegation froIll Delaware had been earlier un­
loosed. In a letter addressed to ex-President John Adams, under 
date of Jan. 7, 1814, Thomas Mc!(ean, LL.D., lllember of the Con­
tinental Congress frOIll Delaware, Chief-Justice and Governor of 
Pennsylvania, signer of the Dedaration and President of Congress, 
writes as follows: 

"On the 1st of ,Ju)y, 1776, the question was taken in the conl­
lnittee of tht~ whole of Congress, when Pennsylvania, represented by 
sev en lnelubers t hen present, voted against it, foul' to three; alnong 
the majority \Vere Robert l\,Iofl'is and John Dickinson; Delaware 
(having only t\\'o present, n~ll11ely, lnyself and 1\11'. Read) was divided; 
all the other states voting in favor of it. The report was delayed until 
the 4th; and, in the lueantilne, I sent an express for Caesar Rodney 
to Dover, 111 the county of l(e11t in Delaware, at BlY private expense; 
whom lInet at the State House door, on the 4th of July, in his boots. 
He resided eighty lniles frOIll the city, and just arrived as Congress 
lnet. The question \Vas taken, Delaware voted in favor of indepen­
dence; Pennsylvania (there being five lnelnbers present, Messrs. 
Dickinson and l\!Iorris absent), voted a}so for it; 1\1essrs. 'Villing and 
Hunlphre~' were against it."* 

The cOlning---booted and spurred-at the critical moment of 
tilne, of the Churchrnan, Caesar Rodney, froln his distant home in 
Delaware is thus versified by George Alfred Townsend in his "Caesar 
Rodney's Fourth of July." On the steps of the State House in 
Philadelphia, lVlcKean, as he waits for his fellov~r patriot's arrival, IS 

represented as thus soliloquizing: 
.. 'Read is skulking, Dickinson is 

\Vith conceit and fright our foeman, 
\Vedded to his Quaker monies,' 

lVlused the grim old rebel Roman; 
'Pennsylvania, spoiled by faction, 

Independence will not da re ; 

li<page 33. "Life of the Hon. Thomas MeKean," by Roberdeau Buchanan, Lancaster, Pa., 1890. 
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Maryland approves the action; 
Shall we fail on DeIawareP' 

In the tower the old hell rumhIed, 
Striking sIowly twelve o'clock; 

Down the street a hot horse stumhled, 
And a man in riding frock, 

lVith a green pateh on his visage, 
And his garments white with grirne. 

'N ow, praise God!' JVIcKean spoke grind,'"' 
'Caesar Rodney is on time.' 

Silent, hand in hand together, 
'Valked they in the great square hall: 

To the roll with '..lye' responded 
At the clerk's immortal ca Il; 

Listened to the Declaration 
From the steeple to the air. 

'Here this day is made a nation 
By the help of Delaware!' " 

It is thus lnade c1enr that the Declal'ation of Illdepelldence, from 
its inception to its unanimous adoption, was the gift of Churchmen 
to the country they loved so well. The resolution declaring the 
thirteen colonies free and independent was offered by Richard Henry 
Lee, of Virginia, a Churchman and a vestrYlnan. The chairman of 
the committee to which this resolution was referred, Benjalnin Harri­
son, of Virginia, \Vas-as we have already stated-a Churchman and 
a vestryman. The author of the Declaration, Thomas .Jefferson, was 
nominally a Churchlnan and had been a vestrYlnan. l'he casting 
yote securing Pennsylvania's as sent to independence was east by 
.John Morton, of Pennsylvania, Churchman and churchwarden. The 
presence and vote of another Churchn1an and churchwarden, Caesar 
Rodney, of Dela ware, made the action determining independence 
unanimous, while a Churchman's voicc-that of .John Nixon, sheriff 
of Philadelphia, a Churchman and a cOffilnunicant at Saint Peter's, 
Philadelphia, announced to the world that the deed was done-that 
Aluerica was free !., Nor this only. The first connected draft of 

tThe first public allnouncement of the adoption of the Declaration of Independence was its reading 
from the State House steps by John Nixon, an earnest Churchman of the united parishes of Christ 
church and St. Peter's, at the order of the Congress. 
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American Constitution growing out of, and consequent upon, 
Declaration was written by a Churclunan, and churchwarden, 
vernenr lV[orris, of New York and New Jersey; while another 

h-wy .. .,.h·rYlan and Chnrch officer, Chief-Justice John lVfarshall, first 
ded its lneaning and established on the firm foundation of 

its principles, which were ably enforeed hy another Churchman 
Chief-Justice, John Jay of New York. George }{oss was Vice­
ident of t.he Pennsylvania Con vent ion of .July ] 5, 1776, and 

red and proposed the "'Declrrrntion of Hights" '~lhich dissolved 
Proprietary Government of the Province and declared the COID­

wealth free and independent agreea hly to the I)cdaration. 

Even the silver inkstand froIll ·whieh the Signers drew the ink 
with whieh they lnade their autographs on the parchment charter of 
American freedoHl was the handiwork of a devout and patriotie 
Churchman. 

'Vith these statcrnents of the Chureh's controlling and deternlin­
ing influcnce in bringing about the Declaration of Independence, we 
may the better understand the assertion of the Puritan, John Adams, 
"that had it not been for such men as Richard Henry Lee, Tholnas 
Jefferson, Samuel Chase, and 'rhomas Johnson, there would never 
have been any H.evolution."t 

Lee, Jefferson, Chase and Johnson werc Churchlnen. With 
respect to Governor tTohnson it can never be forgotten that it was on 
his motion in the Continental Congress, June 15, 1775, that George 
Washington, his fellow-Churchman, church warden and vestryman, 
was chosen Commander in Chief of the arnlY of the thirteen colonies. 
Johnson, a leading patriot in Maryland from the very outset of the 
war, vot~d for the Declaration of Independence, but on the actual 
day of signing the charter of our freedom, he was too ill to be present, 
and almost directly was recalled to his native state to provide for its 
defence against attack and to carry out as its supreme executive 
the policy he and his fellow-patriots and Churchmen had advocated 
on the floor of Congress. 

tQuoted on p. 16:l of "The Supreme Court of the United States: Hs History," etc., by Hampton L. 
Carson. Philadelphia. 1891. 
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Samuel Chase of Maryland, son of the Rev. Thomas Chase, the 
gifted ineumbent of St. Paul's, Baltimore, was one of these four 
Churehnlen and patriots so speeially eommended by John Adams. 
It was during the early days of the Congress that :NIl'. Chase dis­
covereu that a Presbyterian minister, the Rev. Dr. Zubly, who had 
heen ehosen a delegate from Georgia, was in aetual eorrespondence 
lvith the royal governor of that provinee, Sir James Wright. On 
heing denouneed by Chase, Dr. Zubly admitted the truth of theeharge 
hy a hasly Right. After a life nohly spent in the fearless diseharge 
of duty, .Judge Chase reeeived, as his end drew near, the Eueharist 
at the hands of the Rev. Dr. Joseph G. I. Bend, and died with these 
last words on his lips: "God gives life." I-lis life had been that of a 
patriot, a statesluan, an inflexible and fearless judge, and a Church­
Illan! 

Of that. devout Churehman, and Signer, George '''y the, Chan­
cellor of Virginia, even Jefferson was foreed to write: 

"Ile left. to the \\'orld the eonclusion that that religion must be 
good whieh eould produee a life of sueh exelnplary virtue." Thomas 
Nelson, .Jr., of Vil'ginia., an ancestor of the present Bishop of Georgia, 
was edueated at Trinity College, Carnbridge, Eng., and had for his 
private tutor when at the lJniversity Beilby Porteous, afterward 
Lord Bishop of London. .Joseph Hewes, of North Carolina, the son 
of "Friends," after eareful investigation and study renouneed Quaker­
iSll1 and \Vas a cOIl,,{'rt lo the Chureh. Dying Nov. 10, 1779, in Phila­
delphia, during a sess ion of Congress, he was buried by the Rev. 
'Villianl vVhite, the Chaplain of Congress, then rector of the united 
parishes of Christ Church a.nd St. Peter's, and aftenval'ds first Bishop 
of Pennsylvania. 

The hiographer of Franeis Lightfoot Lee, of Virginia, whose 
{\arly "edueation had been eondueted under the care of the Rev. James 
C'raig. a clergYlnan of the Chureh, tells us that "his last moments 
were those of a Christian."* The maternal grandfather of Caesar 
]{odney, of Delaware, whose lnemorable ride of eighty miles secured 
to a Churchman the glory of assuring the independence of his native 

*Sanderson's Biography of the Signers, IX, 184. 
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, was the Rev. Thomas Crawford, a missionary of the venerable 
iety for Propagating the Gospel-"the first preacher of the Gospel 
those parts." Even Thomas McI{ean, whom we reckon as a 
byterian, was, about the time of which we write, closely connected 
the Church, having married for his first wife a daughter of Col. 

loseph Borden, of New Jersey, who was a sister of Francis Hopkinson, 
all Churchfolk. Mr. McKean's remains lie in Church ground, his 
decendants are Churchmen and his cIose intilnacy with the Rev. 
William Smith, D.D., Oxon, who deIivered his funeral oration, if we 
mistake not, prove him to ha ve been friendly to the Church. Willianl 
Hooper, son of the reverend rector of Trinity, Boston, a century and 
a half ago, was intended for the Church. It was the same with Francis 
Lewis, educated at Wesbninster School, vestrYlnan of Old Trinity, 
New York, whose father, maternal grandfather and uncIe were cIergy­
men of the Establishnlcnt, and two of whose daughters becalue the 
wives of Bishops-the one Dr. SUlnner, Archbishop of Canterbury, 
and the other Dr. Daniel Wilson, l\1etropolitan of Calcutta. Robert 
Morris, the brother-in-Iaw of 'Villiam White, was through life and in 
death identified with old Christ church, Philadelphia, and was a 
delegate to General Convention. Arthur l\liddleton, of South Caro­
lina, a B.A. of Cambridge, Eng., was during all his days proluinent 
in Church councils and Church affairs. 

Of Thomas Lynch, Jr., son of a worthy sire, and lost at sea on a 
journey undertaken for his health in 1779, we are to Id in the annals 
of his life that "he bore his severe illness with the resignation of a. 
Christian." Few greater philanthropists have ever lived than the 
Churchman, Dr. Benjamin Rush, the friend of temperance, of the 
enslaved, and of all moral reforlns. l\farrying the daughter of 
Richard Stockton, the "signer," 1\1rs. Rush and her husband con­
nected themselves with the United Congregations of Christ Church 
and Saint Peter's, Philadelphia, where their children were baptized, 
and in whose burial grounds the remains of each lie side by side. Their 
descendants occupy the Rush pew at Saint Peter's to this day. Chief­
Justiee George 'Valton of Georgia lived and died a Churchman. 
Clymer of Pennsylvania; Read of Delaware; Heyward of South 
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Carolina; Gwinnett of Georgia; I-Iopkinson of New .J ersey, and Gerry 
of Massachusetts, all Churclunen, were each and all lnen of weight 
and inftuence in the haUs of Congress and were leaders in the various 
Church cornmunities with whieh they were connected. 

Of l{utledge of South Carolina fe\v equals, none superior, could 
be found. Paca of lVfaryland, a ChurcllIllan by hirth and education, 
died (1779) all too early for his growing f~une, and having hy his great 
abilities attained the highest hono1's of his native state. In the same 
year died George Boss, vice-president of the Pennsylvania Conven­
tion of July 15. 1771, and the author of the Declaration of llights 
whieh dissolved the proprietary governnlent of Pennsylvallia and 
created the comlnonwealth. Ile was the son of the Nestor of our 
colonial clergy, the liev. George Hoss, for Inore than half a century 
the missionary in De]aware. George Taylor, son of an Irish Church 
dergyman, also died at the dose of the war. I.lewis 1\1orris of Morris­
ania l\'1anor lived to see well estahlishcd the governlnent he did so 
lnuch to bring about and dared so lnnch to suslain. 

Of Stone of lVlarylal1d wc havt~ Illost touching C'vidences of his 
personal piety in his dying charge addressed to his son, a lad of twelve 
years of age: ... "In the first placc, do your duty to God in spirit 
and truth, always considering IIilll as your best Proteetor and doing 
all things to please IIilTI; nothing to offend Hiln, and be assured 
He is always present and knows all yonr thoughts and aetions; and 
that you will prosper and be happy if you please I-liln, and nliserable 
and unhappy if yon clisplease Hinl. Say your prayers every day and 
attend divine worship at church regularly and devolltbr with a pious 
design of doing your duty and receiving instruction. Think more of 
your soul's health and the next world than of this, and never do wrong 
on any account, Be honest, religious, charitahle, and kind, guarded 
in your conduct, and upright in your intentions. . .. I cOlnmend 
you to Heaven's protection. l\lay God of His infinite lnercy protect 
you, and lead you to happ in ess in this world and the next, is the 
lDost fervent prayer of your loving father."* 

·The ChuTchman, April 28-30, 189'l. 
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In view of the facts we have already presented, wc do not hesi­
te to assert that in the fonnulating and prolIlulgation of the Decla­

··_01"11"\:1'1 of Independence-the first printed copy of which came from 
not ed Churehlnan's printing press--that of John Dunlap, of St. 

Peter's Church, Philadelphia-Church and Country went hand in 
hand; and that, too, ,vith the evident expectancy that, in the sever­
ing of the tie hinding us to the 1110ther land, Church as well as State 
were to be lnnde free. 1"'his union in synlpathy, in efl'ort, in result, has 
never been dissolved. Hand in hand for all tiU1C -Co COlne as in the 
past-God hl ess thp ITnited States! God bless the Alnerican Church! 



LETTER OF THOlVIAS McKEAN TO CÆSAR A. RODNE 
NEPHEW OF THE "SIGNER" 

This is a letter of great historieal ilnportanee, giving as it 
a full aeeount of the adoption and signing of the Declaration 
Independenee, and eorreeting severai errors which have crept in 
the history of that fanlous doeulnen t. 

Philadelphia, August 22, 1813 
I reeollect what passed in Congress in the beginning of J 

1776, respecting Independence; it was not as you ha ve con . 
On Monday, the first of J uly, the question was tak en in the 
mittee of the \Vhole, where the State of Pennsylvania (re 
hy SOlne gentlemen then present) voted against it. Dela 
(having then only two representatives present) was divided; all 
bther states voted in favor of it; whereupon, without delay, I 
an Express (at 111Y private expense) for your honored lTncle, C 
Rodney, Esquire, the relllaining nlelllber for Dela ,vare, whom I 
at the State House do or in his boots and spurs, as the lnembers 
assembling. After a friendly salutation (without a word on 
business) we went iuto the IIall of Congress together, and found 
were alllong the latest. Proceedings illllllediately cOlnlnenced, 
after a few lnonlents the great question was put. 'Vhen the vote 
Delaware was ca lIed , your uncle arose and said: "As I believe 
voiee of lny constituents and of all sensible and honest l1len is 
favor of Independenee, [and] IUY own judgment coneurs with th 
I vote for Independence," or in words to the salue effeet. The State 
of Pennsylvania on the 4th of ,July (there being ol1ly five lnembers 
present, Messrs. 'Villing, Diekinson and lVlorris, who had in the 
Comlnittee of the \Vhole voted against Independence, were absent) 
voted for it, three to two; 1\lessrs. Willing and HUlnphreys in the 
negative. Unanimity in the thirteen States, an all-important point 
on so great an oecasion, was thns obtained; the dissention of a single 
State might have produeed very dangerous eonsequenees. 

Now that I am on the subjeet, I will tell you some truth not 
generally known. In the pril1ted public Journal of Congress for 1776, 
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. 2, it would appeal' that the Declaration of Independence was 
on the 4th July by the melnbers whose names are there in­

; but the faet is not so; for no persons signed it on that day, 
for many days after; and alTIOng the names subseribed one was 
. st it-l\Ir. Read-and seven were not in Congress on that day, 

ly Messrs. Rush, ClYlner, Smith, Taylor and Ross, of Pennsyl­
, and 1\lr. "rhornton of New Halnpshire; nor were the six 

en last nalIled a.t that tilne lnenlbers; the five for P. were 
PPolnted delegates by the Convention of that State on the 20th 

, and 1\11'. Thornton entered Congress for the first time, on the 
NovelIlber following, ,vhen the nalnes of Henry Wisner of New 

York and Tholnas l\1eI(ean of Delaware are not printed as sub­
scribers, tho' both were present and vot.ed for Independence. 

Here false colollrs are certainly hung out; there is culpability 
somewhe1'e. 'Vhat I can offer as an apology or explanation is: 
that on the 4th July 1776 the Declaration of Independence was 
ordered to be engrossed on pa rclunent, and then to be signed ; and 
I have been told that a resolve had passed a few days after, and was 
entered on the Secret Journal, that no person should have a seat in 
Congress during that year, until he should have signed the Declara­
tion, in order (as I have been given to understand) to prevent 
traitors or spies froIll wo1'ming themselves am.ongst us. I was not 
in Congress after the 4th for SOlne months, having marehed with my 
regiment of Associators of this city, as Colonel, to support General 
Washington until a flying camp of ten thousand men was completed. 
vVhen the Associators were discharged I returned to Philadelphia, 
took my sea t in Congress, and then signed the Declaration on 
parehmeIlt. 
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Fac-similes of the conc1uding part of the l\IcKean letter on preceding page, 
of a letter of Rodney to a friend, mentioning his ride to Philadelphia to vote for 
the Dedaration: hoth llsed hy kindn('ss of the Anderson Galleries, New York. 





A HISTORICAL DOCUl\1ENT OF GREAT IlVIPORTANCE 

WITII SIGNATURES OF THREE "SIGNERS," WHO, WITH DEANE AND GADSDEN, 

CONSTITUTED THE FIRST NAVAL COMl\fITTEE OF THE UNITED STATES 

It is addressed to Dudley Saltonstall. the same who in 1779 made such 
failure of the Penobscot expedition, that he was disrnissed from the service. 

Docmnents bearing three Signers' autographs are very rare. 

This, as also the Hooper letter, forrned part of the Turner-lVlunn collection
t 

sold in New York in January. Both are used here by permission of the American 
Art Association. 



OF THE l\tIOST REMARKABLE LETTERS OF WILLIAM HOOPER 
IN EXISTENCE 

'VILMINGTON, FEBY. 17, 1782 

To James Iredell 

An exeeptionally 1011g and remarkable letter, comprising 156 lines, and eOIl­

talnlll' 19 about sixteen hundred words. This letter was written upon his return to 
Wilmington after it had been evaeuated by the British. When the British oecupied 
Wilmington, Hooper was eompelled to leave his family and seek safety. He fled 
to Edenton and resided with 1\11'. hedell. In this letter, written from Wilmington, 
whither he had returned after the British pvaeuated the town, he gives a detailed 
history of his movements sinee leaving Edenton, and a full aecount of the in­
human treatment aceorded Mrs. Hooper and others when they were forced to 
leave the town; also givcs an aecount of the damage to his property, espeeially his 
library, by the British; and other interesting accounts. There is a tear in the 
fold of the third sheet, whidl does but slight damage to one word. The address 
is written on the last page. 

This highly interesting letter reads in part,-"Since I left you and my other 
friends at Edenton I have been involved in sueh a round of anxiety bustle and fatigue 
that I have had scarce a moments leisure to devote to the duty which I owe to 
my absent connections. .., I will therefore give you in detail the history of my 
movements since I ]eft you. .., From Edenton I proceeded to Newbern & im­
mediately upon my arrival heard that 1\'lrs. Hooper, Mrs. Allen ... and others 
had be en expelled from Wilmington and suffered to carry with them nothing but 
their wearing apparrell. That some of the ladies had sought shelter near Wil­
mington but that lVlrs. Hooper and 1\lrs. Allen had been se en with their families 
in waggons at Bryant in Johnson County moving on towards Helsbord. I immediately 
made provision for following but before I set off the evacuation of 'Vilmington 
was announced to me. I then resolved to take that in my route, to secure if 
possible some of Ill:V negroes & to eollect what I eould from the wreek of my 
property. 

I found that l\11rs. Hooper had managed with so mueh address as to carry off 
all our household linen, blankets and all the wearing apparrell of herself and 
children, but bad been obliged to leave behind all her furniture, hoth standing & 
moveable. This as well as my hooks the British pretended they had leIt in the 
situation it was when Mrs. Hooper went out of town. But this I found to be far 
from the truth. Except a few articles which Mrs. Hooper had secreted amongst 
the friends she parted from at Wilmington, the British carried off every article of 
house and kitchen furniture, knives, forks, plates & spoons; an almost general 
sweep. Nor had they spared the beds-to finish the business; two nights before I 
arrived in Wilmington Rutherford's militia had broken open my house, cut open 
the feather beds that remained, plundered the tickings & given the feathers to 
the wind. My library, except as to law books, is shamefully injured & above 100 
valuable volumes taken away .... You knew my partiality to my hooks, of course 
my ehagrin at the abuse of them. Three fellows of mine had gone off with the 
British-Dne had heen forced away by the milita, & I had lost six other negroes 
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hy the small pox. After I had drawn together my few negroes that rernalne<:t 
which were straggling in the town & its vieinity & pieked up the fragmen 
property I set off for Hilsborough. I found my family there with Mrs. A 
her's under the roof of the house whieh Coll. Clark had provided for them .. 

" ... Craig immediately upon issuing his edict of expulsion had 0"1""'''''",_" 
Sergeant & a superior offieer to take a list of my property & 1\1rs. 
enjoined to quit the town in a eertain number of hours under pain of the 
She was not allowed to earry of [sic] it a riding earriage tho she had two, 
horse. The Capt. Liggatt and two others offered them horses to forward her 
to the Ameriean camp. In this melaneholy situation Mr. ,James vValker 
hoat & Mr. 'Vm. Campbell hands to row it up as high as 1\1r. Swann's on 
North East. The ladies were seated in the boat ... when Craig who had not 
filled up the measure of eruelty alloted for these distressed women forbid the 
to proeeed, again they eame ashore .... They stood in the sun for severai 
.. , SeveraI British offieers publicldy abused Craig's eonduet & said that 
cruelty would disgrace a sa vage. Craig again shifted like the weatn~~rCOCj" 
ordered the boat to go on but would not suffer anj gentleman to attend 
altho Jas. Walker requested it-a boy of about ten years old was sent up as 
escort. Rutherford was hvelve miles from the North East bridge. Mrs. 
weak as she was went in pursuit of him and sollicited two waggons to l'':>Tlno",a 

family and friends. He granted her petition with the utmost readiness 
her every assistanee that would have been expected from the greatest hmmalnj 
and the most refined politeness .... " 

The letter doses thus-



DUEL BETVVEEN BUTTON GWINNETT AND 
LACHLAN McINTOSH 

The only known statement by an eye-witness of the fatal duel 
between Button G,vinnett and Lachlan Mclntosh, May 16, 1777. 

is important 1\18. was sold in the l\:'Ianning autograph sale, New 
York, Jal1uary, 19~(). 

State of Georgia. 
Personally appeared before lne, John Wereat, Esqr., one of the 

Assistant Judges for said State, George 'Vens, Esqr., of Richmond 
County in the State aforesaid, who being duly sworn up on the Holy 
Evangelists of Ahnighty God, lnaketh Oath and Saith---

That late on the Evening of Thursday, the 15th 1\1ay instant, a 
written ehallenge \Vas hrought to GenI. Mclntosh, sign'd Button 
GwinneU, wherein the said lVlr. Gwinnett charg'd the General with 
calling him a Scoulldrel in public Convention, and desir'd he wou'd 
give satisfaction for it as a Gentleman, before Sunrise next morning 
in Sr, James Wright's pasture, behind Colo. Martin's house; to which 
the General hUlnorous]y sent in answer to 1\1.1'. Gwinnett, that the 
hour was rather earlier than his usual, but woud assuredly lneet him 
precisely at the plaee and tilne appointed with a pair of pistols only, 
as agreed upon with l\1:r. Gwinnett's second, who brought the Chal­
lenge. 

Early the next lllorning 1\11'. Gwinnett and his second found the 
General and his Second waiting on the Ground and after politely 
saluting each other, the General drew his pistols to show he wasloaded 
only with single Balls, but avoided entering into any other conversa­
tion hut the business on hand. It was then propos'd and agreed to, 
that they shou'd go a little lower down the hill, as a number of 
speetators appear'd, and when the Ground \Vas chose the seconds 
ask'd the distance. l\Ir. G-vvinnett replyd "\vhatcver distance the 
General pleases." The General said he believ'd Eight or ten feet 
would be sufficient, and they were inllnediately lneasur'd, to which 
the General's second desir'd another step lnight be added. It was 
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then proposed to turn back to back. The General answer' d "By no 
means, let us see what we are about"- & immediately eaeh took 
his stand, and agreed to fire as they eou'd. Both pistols went off 
nearly at the same time, when Mr. Gwinnett fell, being shot above 
the Knee, and said his thigh was broke. The General, who was also 
shot thro' the thiek of the Thigh, stood still in his plaee, & not 
thinking his antagonist was worse wounded than himself-as he 
Immediately afterwards declar'd-ask'd if he had enough or was for 
another shot, to whieh all objeeted, and the Seconds declar' d they 
both behav'd like Gentlemen and luen of honor, Led the General up 
to Mr. Gwinnett and they both shook hands-and further this 
Deponent Saith Not. 

This is endorsed: George ''''eUs' Affidavit respc('ting B. G. and L. M. June 1777. 
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