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AN

ORATION,
&,

N EXT to the day which cave us our political existence,
the day which gave birth to our political kather, 13 most de-
serving of commemoration. To discharge a duty, with
which so many grateful {eelings, so many proud recollections
are assoctafed § to cerchrate an event so inseparably connect-
ed with the most beilliant and interesting portion of American
story, fellow-cifizens, we are now assembled. Vo hilst ceone
templating the dawn of our independence, we naturally look
back 1o the cradle of Washington j and the warinest wish we
can form for our country, is, that the duration of the vepublic
mmay be coeval vith the :ame of its founder.  flow dulerent
then, woulld be eur carcer and catastrophe, fron, what the ex-
pevience aad destinies of other nations lead ns to anticipate.
This western empire could surpass i permanency and » plen-
dour, all the mighty monarchies which have suceessively
arisen and fallen in the old world 3 amd that convulhion of
the elemente. which strikes the sun from yvowder beavens,
would alone blot vur constellation from the political frrmament.
it histery, in recording the vurious {ortunes, the awiul vi-
cissitudes wlich chequer the lot of the maost prosperous
commaunitics, {orbids to chierish so vamn a wi~h, o chimerical
a hope.  Already, at this carly period of eur course, we have
felt the operations of that faw, which has stniped mutability
and imperfection on all the warks of men; and, under its se.
vere though just refributions, our countrv has sustamed mnch
calawmty, and our government avich homidiction. But the
name of Washington bluzons over the ruins of the Capitol ;
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while the hichest beam of cur glory is derived from the hale
- of his inmortality. Ve
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The pure and trapscenident virtues of the American pat-
__riot:zve consecrated in‘the affections of the wise and good of
every nation; anc now, that death has sealed them for eters
nity, envy itsell no longer attempts to sully their whiteness.
All now acknowledge the purity of his views, the nobleness
of his aims, the wmdom of his maxims, the benevolence of his
patriotism, the magnitude of his services and his sacrifices,
the lustre and authority of his example. Can we, then, toe

. often recall the image, or too devoutly contemplate the fea-

tures «f merit so rare and so pre-eminent ? Can we do a service

nore acceptable or beneficial to the community, than by fre-

quently placing befoce its eyes that bright model of excel-
lence, endeavour to correct the standard by which it judges of
living character, and revive among its ;sembers a taste for true

~ worth and greatness ? In conformity with these views and feel-

ings, [ shall, in the sequel of this address, attemp! a briel
analysis of the different qualities which enter into the compo-
gsition of a genuine patriof ; and shall thep exhibit them, lu-
minonsly ‘combined in the character of that illusirizis man,
whose principles it is the object of the Washington Society
to perpetuate, and whuse memory it is its highest delight te
honour.

Dear ip us, says Cicero, are our parents, our chlldren,
our kindred and onr friends ; but dearer still is our country,
which includes all these c.‘mrmes. Patriotism, then, as it
takes in so many tender and interesting relations, is an enlarg-
ed and generous affection, and a moral duty of primary obli-
gation. It is one of those powerful instinctive feelings, which
discovers itself almost with the first consciousness of exis-
tence, and whose moveinents are felt and rec%nized as law,
anterigr to those speculations which eslabhsh its supremacy
in the scale of social virtue. It is an banest, enlichtened and

active zeal to promote the safety,” welfare and reputation ef
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{he #ociety:in which we live, and of the government by
whi¢h we-are protected. '

““In illnstrating these ideas, I shall lay it dewn as a funda-
mental position, that no prodigate and unprincipled man can
be a real patriot; or, in other words, that none but a good
man can be a good citizen. This would seem, at the first
glance, 1o be one of those seit-evident truths, which every
one immediately assents fo, and which requires no demon-
stration. A slicht acquaintance, however, with the manner in
which the affairs both of kingdoms and republics is conduct-
ed, will serve to shew, that political honesty is a very dif-
ferent thing from moral honesty. The former is merely
anolher name for expediency or necessity, and is a sort of
convenient state-logic, often employed by honourable legisla-
tors to explaiy away the obvious sense and spirit of obnoxious
laws; of certain constitutional principles and provisions,
which stand in the way of a favourite meusure, or thwart a
desirable project. It readily accommodates itzelf to tiiaes
and circumslances; and is as plausible as the professions, and
as pliabie as the consciences of public men, whether they are
presidents or governors, members of Congress or justices of
the peace. A weak, though good man, invested with pow-
er, may undesignedly produce much mischief and ezlamity ;
and it will soon be discovered, that the benevolence and in-
tegrily of his ‘plans and infentions will not compensate for his
want of mental force, or his deficiency in political stvle.

But when great talents, uncoennected with privite worth,
and unrestrained by religious principle, occupy elavated and
conflidential stations, the danger is eminent both to the meiads
and the liberties of a nation.  Will the betvayer of his friend
hesitate fo sell or enslave his country ? Will the spendthrift
or debauchee have any scruples about employing the public
money to supply his own extravagance, or o corrupt the pu-
tity of election?  Did not Ociavius Cesar, in the same com-
pact of iniquity, by which he delivered his earl v and faithful
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connsellor Vo the sword of his most implacable enemies, con.
sent to accept a third part of Rome as a reward for his base-
ness? Did not Cataline and his libertine associates conspire
- equally against virtue and freedom, against decency and the
laws? Was not Mirabeau, at one time, the great idol of nzad-
ern democracy, about sacrificing his worshippers to the mam-
mon of uorighteousness, whken death arrested him in the midst
of his preparations? Aud yet it is persons of this description
who are generally the most ostentatious aund clamorous pat-
riets ; who evince, in words, the most ardent attachment to
the people, the most lively sensibility, the most zealous con-
cern for their rights and interests. It happens' too, unfortu-
nstely, that the people believe them, and suffer themselves
to be deceived and imposed upon by their smiles .and cares-
ses, their professions and promises. Hence, taking. advan-
tage of this easy, complaisaat, unsuspecting temper, these’
restless, unprincipled spirils are enabled to prosecute their
scheres of aggrandizement unobserved, gradually to overleap
the boundary between power and right, and finally fo coin-
plete their usurpations, before the illusion of their virtue is
dispelled, and the mask of their patriotism is thrown ofl.
The lustre of a popular name throws a specious giare over
any measure, however violent and unjust, and hides from our
sight its real character. That hardihood of purpose too, and
energy of inteilect, which generally arcompany and ensure
success o atraocious ambition ; that doubtless and enterprising
valour, which pursues danger through the ensanguined field,
and snatches victory from the grasp of death; the noise and
pomp of military movements and triumphal processions, fre-
quentily captivate the moral sense, and cause us to excuse or
palliate Hlie grossest acts of oppression. Napoleon Bona-
parte, that fallen meteor, dazzled, while he coagsumed; and
even good, honest, cxclusive republicans, admired and cour!-

ed, pancgyrized and adored him. .
Indeed, all the enormilies of that revolution which attaiped
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K% ;15 acme and saw its completion in his person, may be ascrib-
¢d'to the portentous union of great talents with gigantic prof-
8% lizacy. In every step of its progress, it affords a striking
g% illustration of the truth of my primary proposition-—that there
¥ cun be no public, without private worth. What a monstrous
spectacle, what 2 phenomenon in wickedness and crime does
3% it exhibit to our view !'—A whole community of bad men;
of men without religion and without morals ; a nation of athe-
"j_":"-:“; ists and savages, of prosfitutes and assassins! Do you ask,
& whence this diabolical transformation? Who were the
¥ acents that conceived and accomplished it? They were phi-
g losophers, who dethroned Omnipotence, and annihilated the
® Yumar soul, to illuminate a world, and perfect the species:
@ they were Christian ministers, who abjured their Savinur and
& :master, and worshipped a metaphysicai phantom embodied
® in an immodest woman : they were legislators, who promul-
g yaled the code of equal rights, and demounstrated its benignity
§ by plunder and confiscation: they were patriots and philan-
thropists, who deluged their native land mn kindred blood :
they were the noisy advecates, the wordy champions of re-
publican principles, who invented and organized the con-
scriptive system, that engine of rapacious and unfeeling ty-
ranny, which converts the citizen into the soldier, and com-
pels him to rivet his fefters with his sword.

Such were the absurdities and atrocities, the miseries and
¥ abominations censequent on a severance of all those moral
and religious ties, which bind men to the state and to cach
E other. 'T'be reign of impiety and ferocity, of corfusion and
E
:

i
Lf

d?s[{otism has, at length, happily terminated ; and the chief
ol those perturbed spiris, the master-demon, who called
the unruly elements frem the bottom of chaos, and drove his
iron-car amidst their uproar and anarchy, retires before the
angel of deliverance, the genius of returning order and beni-
ficent reform. We behold that dark and stormy ocean,
vhich had nearly ingulphed whatever yet remained of free-
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dom and morals, of refinement and magnanimity ; and, en
whose troubled hosom, the wreck of mighly.naliuns,-lhe~l'rag.
ments of the ancient splendour and independence . of Kurope
were fast floaling to the abyss of oblivion, now depositing its
feculence and its blood, and reflecting the mild imnages of
peace, of liberty and of happiness. The ark of hunmuanity
has survived the deluge of sanguinary revolution and con-
quest, and has sent forth her dove to a harassed and bleeding
world. 'That bird of heaven now visils us with her olive,
and most cordially do we welcome her return to these shores
from which she was so cruelly driven. Here may she find a
permanent resting place! Here, amidst the branches of our
own vine and our own fig-free, miy she build her little dwell-
ing of fove, while we sit beneath her shadow, and have none
. {o make us afraid!

Fellow-cilizens, the last scene of that great drama, which
has so long agitated the passions, and held in suspense the
destinies of mankind, has just closed upon us; and among
the various lessons which it teaches, some of the most pro-
minent and instructive, 1 concetve to be the following :—
That a vicious and immoral people can neither long pos-
sess, nor truly enjoy freedom; but must, sooner or later,
fall a prey to their owninfuriate passions : That their rveli-
gious creed has a powerful influence on thelr political state
and character ; and, consequently, that it is of the utmost
moment {o them whether their rulers ¢ believe in fwenty
cods, or one God;’ whether they are the disciples of
Voltaire, of Condorcet and of Paine, cr the humble fol-
lowers of that relizion which came down from heaven,
which speaks (o the heart as well as to the understanding,
which teaches men their duties as well as their rights, and
which enforces the sanction of hwzan laws by the anthori-
ty of a Divine Legislator.  Yes, my countrymen, believe
it 3 the man, without private worth, without moral princi- .
ple, without religious sentiment or feeling, however loud in
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his professions of patriotisin, however reiterated his huz-
zas for the people, however vociferous his denunciations
against tories and traitors 3 that man is fuithless and corrupt,
a hypocrite and a tyrant at heart. e will betray your
confidence, he will undermine your liberties, he will sacri-
fice you to his ambition, |

He is fit for treasens, stratasems and spoil —
Let 510 suzh man be {rusted.

My next general observation is, that ne violent, or bigot-
cd party-muan can be a real patriol. e justness of tlis
remark will be apparent by centrasting, or considering the
opposite nalure and tendency of those {wo passions, the
love of country, and tne sphit of party. The love of
counfry is a branch of universal philanthropy, less extend-
ed, indeed, in its object, than the general aflection from
which it springs, but of equal benignily in principle and
operation. The spirit of party is the oflspring of selfs
love ; and, like ifs parent, is mercenary and contracted in
all ity aims and pursuits. It is intoleraat in its feelings and
cpinions—irregular and devious In ifs course—violent and
capricious in its means, though steady and uniform in ifs
end. How narrow, how circumscribed the ciccle in which
the party-man moves! 'The little neighborhood of {riends
and relatives—the sect or junto of zealous and factious par~
tizans—the small district of territory thit cradled and feeds
him~a Southern plantation, or an Eastern trading-town,
confine and absorh the werkings of his public spirit and
benevolence. But the patriot, merging these personal
and local attachments in one grand, master-passion, clasps,
in his generous embrace, a whole land and nation. Every
spot on that land hie considers as a home ; every individue
al in that nation he regards as a kinsman. O! my coun-
trymen, if this sublime and bencficent virtue were as well
indersfood amonz us, as it is boldly assumed ; if it were
‘as much fult as talked of, what a family of love, what 3

B
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hand of brothers would the American world nourish in its
hosom !

Again, patriotism is modest and unassuming ; it does
not consist nor delight in ostentatiously proclaiming its
own merits and praises ; or in traducing the motives, and
undervaluing the services of others. It is not ambitious
of that distinction which is acquired by noisc, by flattery
or by hypocrisy. It does not blusfer in {own-meetings ;
it does not intrigue in caucuses ; it does not bully at elec-
tion-polls ; it does not authoritatively pronounce its dog-
mas, nor fulminafq‘ifs anathemas from schools of philoso-
phy or chairs of state. "The spirit of party, on the other
hand, is vain, proud and imperious ; and exacts obedience
from its votaries, with the same stern, unrelenting despo-
tism, with which it delivers over it3 viclims {o the fury of
a Parisian or a Baltimore mob.

The favored and sell~suflicient partizan is a sort of polit-
ical Pharisec ; he looks down upon his unpaironized and
unpretending brother with an air of contemptuous superi-
ority, and says to him, Begone! Iam better than thou art.
His credulity is in proportion to his self-conceit ; and, like
an infidel, he belicves every thing but the truth. Thus,
he belicves that our national honor and humanity compel-
led us to make war, in order tfo liberate about six thousand
American seamzn {gom British prison-ships ; and yet, he
believes that this same honor and humanity has suffered
us to make peace without liberating them. He believes
that the national treasury is empty, and thatif it were full,
it would soon be emply; and vet, he believes the
worid never saw such a sel of finnnciers and aconomists,
as are collected together in the patent chamber at Wash-
ingfou. Ina word, faith, with him, is every thing; and
gooi works constilute no article in his creed.

This excessive and illiberal zeal for party, while it thus
blinds the eyes of the understanding, and chills the glow
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of benevolent fecling, likewise blunts the edce of our moral
perception. The first question which an honest man puts
to himself on the view or proposal of any contemplated
measure, is, Is it richt in itself; is it consistent with tke
immutable laws of truth and justice; will it procure or
promote a general and lasting good ; is it a worthy mean
{o attamn a useful and laudable end?  Very diflerent is the
reasoning of the parfy-manin a similar predicament. Yle
does not thug interrogate conscicnce ; her voiceis drowned
in the noise of fuclion, in the ciamor {or oflice, in the strug-
¢le between ambition and avarvice tor place and rule. With
him, party is country, and whalever tends to preserve and
augment the power und influence of the one, must, in his
opinton, necessarily conduce to the welfare of the other.
These violent and partial poiitical {elfowships, this idola-
trous attachment to the tenets and persons of popular lead-
ers and favorites, inlo what inconsistencies and confradic-
tions both in sentiment and conduct, into what disgraceful
and criminel enterprizes do they not hurcry and plunge the
too ¢ fond” mullitude! Iow fulse do tiiey make men {o
duty and >to honor, to the stafe and to themselves! Do
you demand instances of this melancholy and Lvwmitiating
truth 7 What, but the most deadly parly-feuds, created
and fomented by the demagzogues of the dayv, could have
made the different members of the general confederacy,
after having mingled their Llood at Marathon and I'latea,
" so f{ar forget their common dangers and triumphs, princi-
ples and aflinity, as {o aceept the bribes, and court the al-
liance of the Persian despot, in their disseations and wars
with each other? And io come nearer home, what but a
perversily of intellect and f{ecling, engendered by the vio-
lence of political animosity, could have transformed the
second magistrate in the American commonwealth, into o
panegyrist of the ¢ super-eminent Napoleon,” the tyrauf,
the roblier, and the assassin! Whal but 1 ferbear.
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Y would not mar the social harmony which so universally
prevails, I would not wound that benevolence of feeling
which beams on every countenance, by a recumrrence to
topics and events, which it would be f{or our lhonour, as
well as our repose, to bury in eternal olilivion and :ilence.
No; Iwould not mingle with those warm aspirations of
pions gratitude, which ascend from every heart 1o the
throne of heaven, the effusions of party-recrimination and
inveective.  We would try to forgetl the causes and circun-
stances, which produced that disastrous coniest, whose
termination has diffused so much joy, and will; 1 trust,
diffuse so many blessings. Or if we remember them, it
vill be for instruction, not for reproof; if, at any tine we
should bhold them up fo public notice, it will be, not as
firebrands to rekindle dying dissensions, or {o inflame exist-
ing animosities, hut as beacons, to warn us of the appreach
and danger of similar animosities and dissensions. "The
sword of foreign hostility 1s shcathed, and shall not the
torch of civil discord be cxtingunished?  Shall not the din
of faciion be hushcd with the roar of baltle? Let them
sleep {ogelner in the samne place of rest; in the bogom of
friendship and charity. Let not that peace which reizns
througiiout bofh hemispheres, on the land and on the
ocean, he disturbed by our family quarrels. Iiet us live
and love like brothers. Rulers and legislaiors ! itis for
you to hegin the work of patriotism and philanthropy. Tt
1s for you to manifest a temper, {o cexhibit an exumpie of
moderation and forbearance, of good will and coucil:ation.
It is for you to become our fathers, and to make us your
children. It is for you to make us one in alfection, as we
are one in name. Do this, and you shall rule our hearts,
as well as our councils. Do this, and your friends shall be
our friends ; vour enemies, our cnemies.

Another requisite to the formation of the real patriot is
a due degree of intelligence and information. Knowledgg
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lo a cerlain extent, should pervade the whole mass of the
community ; for ignorance is as baneful in civil, as in reli-
gious life, and is as great a foe to liberty, as to genuine pie.
ty. An enlightened and virtuous people are alone capable
of appreciating the value, and relishing the swects of free-
dom. A people ignorant and uninformed, are easily im-
posed upon and led astray. They are unable to detect
error, to distinguish truth from falsehood, honest sincerity
from plausible profession, the language and reality of pai-
riotism, from its affectation and its cant., T'hey have net-
ther sagacity to discern the hostile, thoush celourable
machinations and projects, nor energy to resist the open
end daring altacks of domestic treachery or forcign ambi-
tion. The general diffusion of sound, moral, and political
informaltion, is essenfial to the femperate and wholesome
exercise of that greal prerozative of freemen, the elective
franchise, which, in the hands of iznovance, loses hoth
its dignily and value, and is easily wrested to the purpe-
ses of artiul and aspiring demazoguecs.

It thé genius of liberty caunot be righily invoked cven
by the great body of her worshippers, unless their under-
standings and persons are suitably enlightened and reguia-
ted ; what a portion of the cthereal spiril, what hrighiness
of intellect, what purity of zeal, wind rich giiis of nature,
what large sfores of knowledge, does ske demand 1 thoze
who aspire to minister in her temple. Wiih whal dili-
dence and awe, with what seif-distrust and examination,
snould we contemplate an office so high and so sacred ! Bo
we aim at a distinction so eminent, at a frast so rezponsi-
hle 7 With what sincerity and candour, sliouid we guestion
owrselves as to our qualifications, our mofives, and our
object? It was the remark made by Socrates of the Athe-
nans, that although no man undertook a trade which hie had
not learned, even the mecancst ; yet thai every one thought
himself sufficiently qualificd for the Lardest of all trades,

T s T R T
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that of politics. This remark will, X believe, be found
to hold good of a certain modern people. Every Ameri-
can, as he is a republican by birth, so he considers himseif
to be a politician by instinct ; an instinct, pretiy much like
that which made old Jack Fallstaffa brave man. Itweould
indeed, do your hearts good to hear some of our wise men
talk. By the tongue of Demosthenes, how they do talk!
It don’t rain, but it pours, says the adage. So they don’t
speak, but they spout: and they spout too, not merely
over the understandings of their hearers, but even beyond
their own conceptions. For one of our greatest orntors or
spouters has declared, that he could not conceive where all
the water he spouted came from.

But, to be scrious, is it not'a fact, that vice and folly oo
often occupy those places, which are the appropriate, and
ought to be the exclusive rewards of wisdom and virtue?
Do we not daily see per<ons, quitling their proper voca-
tions, those humble, bunt useiul spheres of life, to which na-
fure and education has confined them, and thrusting thems
sclves info the chair of justice, into the secat of legislation,
with equal modesty and abilily ? And 13 it not time to
change this state of things? s it not time fo make the
«uestion, long aso proposed as the rule of our judginent n
public matters, the real and only criterion, by which the
candidate for popular favour, is te be tricd and advanced.
¢ Is he honest, is Le capahle,'is he a frtend to the constitu-
tion 2’ Surely we have suffered enough from violating both
the lefter and spirit of a maxim, whose nlrinsic equity,
independent of the solemn manner n which it was origin-
ally propounded, ought to have secured to it a better fafe.

Liet us then make the experiment; let us promote none
to office, but such as are honest, capable, and of tried at-
{achment to the constitution, and it will not require the
ken of prophecy-to foresce the vesult—DPublic credit will
he re-esfablish:ied, and the- contributions {o the treasury
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will be paid with case and cheerfulness; for the ‘govern:
ment will have.at its. command the affeclions, as. well as
- the purse of the people. Cur national prosperity, whick,
like our national Capitol, lics a prey to the hands of vio-
lence, will re-appear in its former health and splendour,
before that once proud edifice can arise from its ashes;
aud the flag of our commerce will wave as triumphantly,
as {he flag of our navy.

T'he last quality which I shall mention, as esscntial to
the characier 1 am delineating, is consistency. This vir-
{ue seems to be included in, or rather, to flow out of thosc
already enumerated, and it at once comprises and crowns
them all. For the man, who lo infegrity of principle and
molive, adds sagacity to conceive, ard abilily to execute
achemes of extensive usefulness and benevolence, will em-
ploy none but worthy mcans for the aftaininent of his ends,
and will be steady in the use of them. Thus his views
and his {eelings, his senliments and his actions will discover
a beautiful correspondency, and appear like so many well-
proportioned parts of an harmonious whole. More alftach-
ed to principles than to men, such a person does not hold
his vote, any more than his conscience, unreservedly at the
call or disposal of party ; but considers it as the property
of his country, which, as her honours, he would bestow on
the deserving alone. An honest poiitician, as well as a
skilful jurist, his opinions and interpretation of national
and constitutional Iaw, do not fluctuate with the tide of
events, nor with the ebbs and flows of popular caprice and
passion ; but resting on the solid and eternal basis of moral
and social justice, are the same in all cases and in all cir-
cumstances, at all times and 1n all places ; in peace and in
war, at Washington, and at Ghent. Cellecting wisdom
from the past, and looking forward to the {uture, his prom-
inent official acts indicate an enlarzed, matured, benfiecent
system of policy ; not a mere farragco of cxpedients, has-
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tily adopted, and shifting with the necessities of the mo-

~+ment; nor a series of disastrous experlments {founded on
~ absurd and impracticable dogmas. . Guided by the same

maxims, intent on the same object both In ‘public and private
life, whlle he possesses and enjoys power, he does not
violate and forget right ; he does not practise himself what
he has condemmed in the conduct of his political adversarics,
and while he solicits their co-operation, accepts their servi-
ces, and adopis their measures, he does not proscribe their
prmc:ples and their person.

He is sincere in his professions, liberal ;md candid in his
opinions 3 too proud {o ilaiter, too honest lo deceive; too
wise and humble to be fatiered or deceived. Witha judg-
ment unclouded by party-prejudice; with a temper unsoured
by political rancor; with a heart unchilled by sordid or ma-
levolent feelings, he presses forward to the goal, where virtue
has stationed her prize, where honor has elevated her crown.
Yith usefulness for his object, with duty for his guide
he holds on a firm and even course, unseduced by the smile
of popularity, unawed by the turbulence of faction. Repo.
sing on the rectitude and serenity of his spirit, he never mis.
inkes the huzzas, or the hisses of the muliitude, for theshout
of fame, or the blast of infamy. And although the applaus-
es of his fellow-citizens are grateful to his ears, they are so,
because he hears them as a response to the plaudits of con-
science, and not asthe prelude to a momentary and noisy
yenown. 'The emoluments of office, never {empt his ava
rice ; and its dignities are desired, more with a view to serve
his country, than to gratify his ambition. The people he
lnves with so much sincerity, as {o prefer their interest to
their favor. Tothem he gives his cares and his labors, hi8

eal and his talents ; for them, he sacrifices his ease and his
convenience, his pleasures and his comforts; every thing—
but his conscience and his God.
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Such is the real patriot-—the genuine republican. And
]s”lt an ideal an unattainable character which I have es-
sa}'ed to porlray? Does it “outstrip the modesty of na-,.
ture 2" Does it'éxceed the standard of kuman excellence ? Or, i
rather, can yoti not discover in the portrait some faint outlines,
an imperiect llkeness of a great vriginal? Methinks 1 hear
you, with one voice, with one burst of honest enthusiasm ex-
claim, Such a man we once possessed ; such a man fomzerly
governed our councils and our hearls-—A father, who beheld
us all with an equal eye, who clasped us all in his paternal
-—~embrace. But that kind parent, benefactor and friend, is no
more. Passing with a sigh, the untinely ruins of the Capitol,
the patriot-pilgtim points his course {fo Vernon’s shades.
Hd}v soothing, how sublime the melancholy which they in-
spire! How still, how solemn the repose of the mighty dead!
How {ragrant that virtue, which rises above the corruptions
of the grave, and will descend, a grateful savour, to latest
senerations! The man, on whose ashes the temple of Ame-
rican legislation would have stood inviolable, sleeps quietly
beneath his nafive ever-greens; the emblems of those laurels,
which entwined themselves around his cradle, and shall for-
ever thicken around his tomb.  Yes; the tomb of the patriot
and the Christian 1s alike honoured and sanctified, however
lowly and secluded; at once reflecting the serenest rays of
earthly glory, and gilded with the sun-beam of imumortality.
Let us approach i1, let us uncover it for a moment, and take
a hasty look at those features so mild, and se majestic, so
loved and so revered.

The first ambition of Washington was to be a good man;
and -integrity, that virtue so rarely possessed, so litile estinat-
ed by great men, he made the basis of Bis fame. 'The whele
fenour of his lite served to illustrate the truth and mmpor-
tance of the precept, so much neglected and despised ; that
honesty is the best. policy. Haviog early sctiled the maxe.

ims and principles of his public conduct, he adhered to them
D
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with a perseverance and success, that - demonsirated both
theirauthority over himself and their general wmdom ahd bes
~.7mlfllgﬂlt}' Aiming at the good of the who!Q, and posaessmg an
- intuitive insight into character, he sought and adx anced merit
TiEwhe.':ewer it was to be found, and ﬂmt aléme recommended lta
B possessor to his notice and favour. ,

- He preferred what was solid to what was brilhant truths ’
old, but useful, to those dazzling and tempting novelties, by
which so many of his cotemporaries were facinated and de-
luded. Respecting the opinions, and considering the appro-
_bation of his fellow-citizens as his highest and best recom-
~ pence, he would never stoop to flatter their prejudices ; but
pursued their permanent inferest in opposition to their tempt)a
rary passions. More than once, at the huzard of his peace
and repatation, he arrested, on the very brink of revolution
and war, that furious, headlong forrent, which has since borne
down his successor, and nearly swept from our land every
memorial of his labours and his councils. He was, truly, the
patriot without fear and without reproach. Ambition was aw-
ed by the majesty of his virtue; glory was dimmed by its
lustre ; corruption shrunk beneath its frown. Having no sel-
fish ends to serve, no unworthy passions to conceal or grati-
fy, the aris of hypocrisy and deception were alike unknown
and unnecessary to him. His administration was, therefore,
without mystery, and almost without error. It seemed like
one confinved act, one great work of beneficence ; and al-
though, to use the words of an eloquent eulogist, it made many-
thousand malecontents, it never, by its rigour or injustice,
made one man wretched. |

What an encomjum! How rarely deserved! And yet, how
highly did Washington deserve it! His life, his example are
before us j=~of these neither calumny, nor persecution can
deprive us. Oh! let us cherish them, as the dying bequest
which virtue bas left to freedom ; as the most precious boon,

- which heaven has vouchsafed to earth, We aspire to be
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ealled the dmcnples of Washmgton. Laudable ambmon ! No-

ble and: proud dlstmcimn' Let us endeavour to merit lt.t :

Whlle we honour the ‘memory of our national benefactor, of our‘ff g
. pO]ltha] futher, ‘with" ‘anniversary solemnities, letit be our glus B |
dy, as it is ou fluty, to embalm his maxims, to cnshrme hﬁ B
virtues in our hearts, and to exhibit their i Itmage in our lives.
Lt .us be faithful to his principles, zealous for his glory ; so
shall we be honest and true to our country.

1:

Errata.

{n a part of the impression the following errors oecur :
Page 1, line 14th, for could rexd muld,
Prge 5, line lst, for provernments read government.
Lage 6, line 28, for doubtless read dauntiess.



