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ADDRESNS.

MR. PRESIDENT AND GENTLEMEN !

Anone our educated men, there are those,
who believe that in this country, there is no room
for literaturc. Perhaps, a doctrine, which it would
be treason to utter within the atmosphere of Har-
vard, may be new to some of my younger breth-
ren. | am not, however, without the fear that
there are few of them to whom I speak who have
not heard some scholar, whose words were listened
to and remembered, lament, that while our insti-
tutions foster and repay every mode of activity
but his,—they leave that, without recompense and
without value. Here, say these complainers, the
¢ accursed thirst for gold ”’ is all but slaked ; peli-
tical ambition easily rewards her mercenaries ; for
1f only the foremost ranks can clutch the spoils
which are their promiced pay, the least and lowest
of them may always hope that some new ferment-
ation in the body politic will convert the dregs
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into the scum, and so throw thewn to the surface.
‘The various profesgions, if' crowded, are so, be-
cause, 1n some way, oll succeed ;5 the very laborer
carns here comforts and luxuries which can be
reached clsewhere, only by classes far above him ;
and, in a word, no industry can go astroy in this
wide land, save the industry of the scholar; that
may hope for no reward but its own day and night
of wasting toil,—no distinction, but the pale brow
and the dimmed eye, which point too plainly to the
only goal the scholar is sure to reach.

Believing, as I do, that this ig all wrong; that
mental labor and culture are, here, without value
or power only when they are directed by princi-
ples or aim at objects which belong to other ages
and circumstances ; and that the social and politi-
cal condition of this country ofier to active talent
the high reward of unboundea usefulness, if it
be but guided by a just appreciation of the use it
should perform,—I trust to be excused for having
selected as the subject of this address, The duties,
imposed upon our cducated men, by the democ-
racy of cur institutions.

I know that I have uttered a word, which has been
for many years, a war cry. But nothing can be far-
ther from my wish or purpose, than to allude to, or
remember, or awaken the remembrance of, the
party distinctions of the present or of any former
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age. Surely, there should be some cities of refuge
into which the din of partisun warfare sha!l not
penctrate ; hours, when the attention may be given
to wider interests, than can be embraced within
the fimits of a sect.  We may belong to a party,
to different, to opposing parties; but we all belong
to our country ; and cach in his place, owes to his
country a debt of duty, and owes it to himself to
lcarn, how best this duty may be done. We are
licre, as members of a literary society ; and I know
no subject which ought to interest us more, than
the measure and the kind of usefulness demanded
from the Literature of this country, by the fact of
its Democracy.

Nor is this fact one which it is casy to recognize
in its full extent. There is nothing in the past
which teaches us this lesson.  Nothing in history
tells us whither the democracy of the present day
‘cads, or what it demands. The republics of Greece
were small states, and could scarcely be called dem-
ocratic whilst by far the larger portion of their in-
habitants were wholly destitute of political power:
and 1n republican Rome, the peaple had no power
until they won 1t by sedition, which, when it was suc-
cessful, becanmie revolution ; and the 1dea that the old
patrician famiiies had, of right, a superiority over
the mere people, was so rooted among them, that
these families never lost their predominance ; and
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even when the Julian emnperors had succeaded 1n
establishing their soveroignty, the genoral rove-
rence for ancient institutions and the lingoring
power ol the great familics, compelled the masters
of the world to surround themselves with a Sen-
ate, to whom much of the adininistration of the
governinent was always entrusted.  As Rome fell,
the feudal system arosc ; cqually unknown in the
forests of northern Germany and the milder ch-
mates which the inhabitants of these forests sub-
dued, it was created by the peculiar circumstances
which attended the cstablishment of the barbari-
ans in the provinces of Rome. And in this feudal
aystem there was assuredly nothing republican.
Rank wus inost accurately defined, most care-
fully defended ; and the 1dea of political equality
scarcely existed i Llurope.

Yet, though we see, hitherto, nothing of democ-
racy, we may see in all this, a tendency towards it;
and may we not give to listory something of unity,
of wholeness,—may we not connect its periods by
a chain of unbroken continuity, by carrying with
us the idea, that, in the cxisting democracy of this
country, and in the impending democracy of Eu-
rope, we have but the consummation of tendencies
that have been always active. In the East, where
history begins, government was despotism ; the sov-
ereign had all power, and the people none ; andthen
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was power in the hands of one.  With the conquests
of Alexander, the supremacy of the world passed
from the Fast to the West; and Power began to pass
from the one to the few, on its way to the muny.
Courts which shared their mnonarch’s power, senutes
and aristocracies mark this period ; and, towards
its close, the feudal sovereigns found a long array of
barong standing between them and the people. At
length this new world was revealed ; and to these
shores came men who were willing to make their
homes in the wilderness, only because they could
not endure the oppressive weight of Iluropean insii-
tutions. Thus this nation began. The war of the
revolution only confirmed and established princi-
ples of civil government which had always existed
here; and had always been preparing us to de-
mand and to framc a constitution which places
political power in the hands of all.

It 15 often said, 1n reference to this fact, new as
it is on carth, that the cxperiment 1s here being
tried, how far sovereignty may, with good results,
be entrusted to the people. | can use no such
language. These changes, and all changes, are,
in my view, governed by Frovidence ; and I do
not hold that God makes limselt wiser by trying
cxperiments. There is, whether we are able to
discern it or not ; there is, as certainly as that s
infinite love 1s directed by His infinite wisdom :
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thore 1s an end, towards which these chunges load,
and for which they are, and to which they will go.
And may wo not, by a calm consideration of man’s
nuture, und of the wants and the capucities of that
nature, and by the help of that fuith in the divine
merey which assures us that the highest good
which He can give to mun must cver be before
IIim in His government of the world,—inay we
not, without the presumptuous hope of compre-
hending the designs of infinity,—sce, that, by the
changes which have thus led the world along a
pathway that may yet be traced, from the abso-
lute dominion of one to the cquality of all,—God
would establish among mcen, as Ilis best gift,
their voluntary submission to the sovereignty of
Truth. Had 1 said the sovereignty of Law, I
should but have expressed the same idea in other
language ; for Law 1s, or should be, only Truth
applied to Life.

In the 1nfancy of society, simple obedience to
ruling individuals, was the only form 1n which law
could be administered ; the world was old enough
io obey, but not to know the reason and the good
of obedience. A form of government, ncarer to
what should be, existed, when, with the flow of
ages, the maturity of the human character advanced,
and nations began to take some share in their own
sovernment ; and then the division was no longer
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into tho one muster and the many slaves, but into
classes who ruled and classes who oboyed. In
the governments which aro to be established upon
principles that are now beginning to manifest their
character, and exert their powers, the people will
o to the law only, ng to their master; and the
luw will be the expression of public opinion, of
public sentiment, of the general will,  And the
peace, order and prosperity of nations, will con-
form precisely to the degree in which their law
and the public opinion that sustains it, conform to
justice and to right.

'T'he education of the human race, for so may it
be called, will receive some 1llustration, from the
changes which occur in the life of the individual.
‘The child obeys, because superior power controls
him ; as he advances 1n life, he begins to enquire,
to reason, to cxercise somcwhat of self-govern-
ment ; but, whatever be his age, the man, the mor-
al and intcllectual man, has not grown into his full
stature, until he yields a willing obedience to the
cominands of reason and of conscience. Such too
arc the cpochs in the lite of the world; and if I
dare to hope that the opening dawn of the man-
hood of mankind 1s breaking upon us, I know that
we cun yet see but the first faint streaks of the
mornine; I know too, that the whole heaven

=

above us 18 black with clouds, and that from them
)

o
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gtorm may doscend and strew tho carth with ruin,
belore the coming duy is estublished.

Am | asked why 1 utter reflections like theso to
a literury society? May [ not answer,—in the
spirit of that question lies the mischief. We have
here no power but the law, and the law has here
no power but that of public opinion. Shall this
opinion be left to corrupt heneath the poisonous
influences of passion and vice, and of a craving
for unhallowed power? The demon brood of sin
and sclfishness are awake and at work ; shall there
be none who will labor against them 7 Shall the
whole direction of public opinion, be left to the
demagogue who pays for the votes which give him
place and pelf, the expected price of flattering
falsehood ; to the raving infidel, who would gladly
crush down to the level of his own reptile life,
cvery thing which hfts itself towards Heaven ; to
the wild and dangerous fanatic, who pursues per-
haps some object which the good are willing to
call good, but who, in his pursuit of it, renounces
the guidance of reason and of justice? Will you
indeed entrust this work to these hands? If you
launched upon the deep, and gave uj. your helm
and the whole government of your ship to ma-
niacs from a madhouse, you were more wise,
more prudent. Who will undertake to measure
the danger that awaits us, if the intellectual
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strength of this country, all of it that is yot un-
perverted and unpolluted, be not roused to its
duty, and go not in carncst to the work of purify-
ing our moral atmosphere, before 1t be too late.
What will help us even to imagine the whole of the
cood, or of the evil, which must grow out of un-
checked freedom.  Of the good, the marvellous
growth of this country, from o colony into an cin-
pire within the span of man’s life, is but a feeble
type; and on the other hand, the ruins, the many
ruins which now deform our land, the riots and the
crimes, the violence, the murders, which we read
of in cvery ncwspaper, until we turn from thein as
from a thrice told tale, they tell us of the possible
evil that awaits us, only as the spray that wets the
scaman’s cheek tells him of the wave which is even
now gathering 1its might to overwhelm him. In
speaking of this matter, | have no fear of exagge-
rating ; words cannot do 1t; for if men used their
frcedom only for each other’s good, and loved the
kind restraints of conscience and of truth, earth
would indeed be heaven. But 1s there not too
much cause for the fear, that the existing tenden-
cics of our national character are In an opposite
direction ; and 1f they be not arrested, if a new
dircction be not given to our progress, Is it too
much to say, that we, or our children, may see
this carth become,—the antipodes of Heaven.
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It may be suid, whore is there any indication of
o genoral want of just views and principles in this
country. Arc we s0o much worse, are we moroe
mistaken than our fathers, or our neighbors?  Not
80, but we know, or should know, that what the
unrestrained power of the people secks, that it
witl accomplish.  And what it shall seck, must do-
pend upon the bent which is given to public senti-
ment ; and this again depends upon the truths and
principles which are operative within and upon the
mass of the people.

And who arc they, who may hope to influence,
if not to determine, the character of these princi-
ples? If I answer, the educated men of this coun-
try, I must be understoood to usc the word in its
widest, In its truest sens¢; to spcak not only of
them whom colleges and academies have assisted
1n Ehi.é. work ; nor of them at all to whom these fa-
cilities have been tendered in vain; but of all,
whom a thirst for knowledge, or a consciousness of
talent, or taste, or habit, or circumstances, have led,
either 1n the proper use of facilities, or in defiance of
difficulties, to cultivate the power of thinking, and
of stating the results of thought, in conversation,
through the press, or in any other way. And I
might easily illustrate my views of the duties which
now lie upon all of these, wheresoever they may
be, by instances of good which may be done, of evil
which may be checked, of danger which may be
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avorted, by mouns of the truth, and by no other
means,

Nor could | perhups find an instance apter for
my purpose, than by alluding to w law of political
change, than which the expericnce of the world
suggoests none more universal, none more absolute ;
I mecan tlic law that power and property cannot
long be sepurated.  "The necessary limits of an oc-
castonal address must prevent my attempting to
give the illustration of this law, which history af-
fords; but [ sce those among my hearers who can-
not have forgotten the frequent reference made to
it by our wisest men, when our constitutions were
being formed.  And one of the ablest works, which
the discussions and enquiries of those days gave
ris¢ to, 1s nothing more than a demonstration of
the faw itself; and an exhibition of its operation
throughout the past. Whenever in any natign,
any class were 1n possession of the advantages of
wealth and not of political power, there has always
been conflict and confusion until these two were
brought together; if they who had the wealth
were able to preserve 1t, they gained with 1t the
power ; and 1f they could not succced in acquir-
ing or retaining political power, their wealth de-
parted from them. Does this law of political
change throw any light upon the character of the
existing commotions of this country, or upon the
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results towards which thoy aro tending? How
stand tho fucts. Political power 18 here in the
hands of the whole ; indefeasibly, irrecoverably
in their hands ;—and wo be to him who would wrest
or steal it from them. Is it so with the property of
the country 7 It may be said that property is here
more equally divided than ever clsewliere. It is
sc; but is it possessed by all and shared equally by
all 7 For that 1s the condition of the power of
this country. And arc there no signs of an ef-
fort already begun to bring these two together?
An effort, not on the part of the rich, to add to
their wealth, political power; for such an cffort,
1If made, could no' struggle against all that would
resist it, into visible existence. Nor could it be
made ; for who would be bold enough to hope,
even if he were base enough to wish, that the
Mammon whom he worshipped, might become our
king. But the eflort to unite the power and pro-
perty of this country comes 1n an opposite direc-
tion ; in the only direction in which it could pos-
sibly go forward to success. In a word, 1s not the
power of this country now attacking the property
of the country ? 1f this be not the case, what means
the fearful cry which already resounds throughout
the land, of the ¢ poor against the rich?”  What
means the fact, the pregnant fact, that the political
aspirant, who happens to be free from the impedi-
ment of conscience or of principle, finds no surer
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way to rige than to join in the hue and cry aguinst
tho aristocracy of weulth. If' you have so far ob-
sorved the sigig of the times us to note the watch-
words ol our various parties, have you forgotten
that the most active among them now declares, that
the despot against whom the liberty of America 1s
culled to contend, 18 agercgated property 7 llopo
not for safety from the fact that most of our rich
men have come out of the ranks of poverty, and
that those of the poor they have left behind them,
who might otherwise be 1ill disposed, will keep
open the pathways which may lead them also, to
richas.  When, when were covetousness, and envy,
and rapacity, so reasonable, so patient. Hope not
that you sce but the «igns of a momentary cftferves-
cence, soon, to subside of itself.  Regard it rath-
er as the first deep murmuring, the warning voice,
that the yet ¢:stant tempest sends before it. It
ic not civil war that is coming upon us; for there
cannot be resistauce enough to make a war.
Neither the bullet, nor the bayonet—no, nor the
auillotine, will be the instruments by which the
mischief is to be wrought. The laws and the in-
stitutions of the country will be the subjects of at-
tack, and the subjects of change; your halls of
legislation will be the battle fields 1n this combat ;
and there the war has already begun.  The course
which such things take can never be predicted ;
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but there is danger that in some way or other, the
power of this country will attack tho laws which
tuvor the acquisition and protect the rights of pro-
perty, and ccase not from the attack, until an
amount of confusion and distress are spread over
us which it would be too painful to anticipate.

How is this danger to be averted ; how 1s this
attack to be resisted 7 1 answer, not by trusting
to the strength of your police, nor to the organi-
zation of your party, nor to your struggles at the
ballot-box ; but by bringing home to the minds
and hearts of the people, the indisputable princi-
ples, the clear and simpic truths, on which the
richts of property rest. Infuse these truths
throughout the whole of Society, you, who may
do it. Teach to the two contending classes, to
them who have the wealth and them who covet it,
the same truth ; teach them that favor and secu-
rity to the rights of property on the one hand, and
to the rights of industry on the other hand, are one
and the same thing, and an universal good. It
would be a work worthy the best efforts of the
whole talent of any age, to make all the members
of the body politic know and feel this truth ; and
the many kindred truths which cluster around it.
Then weald wealth know, and knowing perform,
for its own sake, if from no higher motives, 1ts
proper uses; and then would poverty derive its
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just advantage, from its neighbor, wealth. Then
would property be sufe, for who would darc assail
it, when the whole would rise up to defend 1t, for
the rcason that it lay in the hunds of its possessor,
and was kunown w be there, for the benefit of the
whole.

Then will the problem be solved, the law be ful-
filled ; for then will the power and the property of
the country come together. Not that they will
meet in the same hands : not that he who has his
sharc of political power may claim an equal portion
of the whole wealth of the community; not that
he who, by industry or inheritance, has property,
may insist that his political power shall be In just
proportion ; but the power and the property of the
country will meet in the same common object ; they
will come together in their unity of purpose, of
action, of influence ;: for both will be so held and
so used, as may best subserve the general good. 1
am not dreamer cnough to suppose that this con-
sumamation is at hand, or that any possible efforts
can bring it very near tous. | ask only that the pro-
eress of our country may be i this direction, rather
than mn its opposite. 1f we would be wise, let us see
distinctly the end towards which we woula go, and
thither let us turn our faces, even if our distance
from it be immecasurable, and our progress towards
it, very slow. In these days of universal unrest

and fluctuation, let us, if we can, find some prin-
3
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ciples, which, like guiding stars, may look forth from
their far heaven of peace, with a calm, unchanging
radiance.

'The character of our institutions imposes upon
all who are capable of diffusing truth, a peculiar
duty, from the fact that the actual working of these
institutions gives rise and force to peculiar errors
and falsities, which could scarcely exist elsecwhere.
For two generations, too many of our aspirants to
office and lovers of popularity, have been addres-
sing to the people—in whose hands lies, under
Providence, not the power only, but the destiny of
this country—most sweet, most soothing flatteries.
The people, in the aggregate, are now told, con-
stantly and habitually, by almost all who speak to
them, not of their sovereignty only, but of their
intelligence, and purity, and worth. The common
mode of addressing them is, to suppose that they,
the people, cannot err; and every party tells them
that whatever there be of wrong in the land, comes
from the mischievous influence of the opposite
party, and that to correct the wrong, nothing more
1s needed than that the people should cast this
influence aside,~—and be themselves. And as the
dulled palate gets cloyed with sweets, the adulation
must be grosser, and yet always grosser, or it fails
of its reward. It would seem as if the dangers
and delusions which in all ages have beset sove-
reignty, cling to 1t even here. We have here no
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morarch save the sovercign people. But is it more
a maxim of the country which our fathers left than
of that which they founded, that the Xing can do
no wrong:. We have here no monarch but the
sovercign people; nor can they be told of this too
often, if they are so told of it, as to awaken not a
consciousness of power only, but a sense of duty,
of fearful responsibility. DBut are they so told of
it ? In the melancholy histories of the decline of
the kingdoms and empires of old, no pages bear a
more saddening record than those which describe
the language with which their sovereigns were ap-
proached, and the falschoods which surrounded
them. We pity the unfortunates exposed to these
delusions. We feel instinctively that human nature
could not withstand them. Arve not the same things
now addressed to the sovereigns of this country ?
What difference is there, excepting that then, they
were addressed to individuals or to families, and
now, to masses” Is there in this difference enough
to justify the practice; enough to allay our fears of
its effect? Do rcason, do experience permit us to
believe, that individuals, by the mere fact of asso-
ciation, are at cnce ripened unto perfection, and so
exempted from that need of restraining and correct-
ing influences, which belongs to humanity? Not so,
not so. And the constant, emphatic assertion of this
infallibility of the people, as it has no foundation in

fact or 1 reason, so it cannot be without actual and
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tnost injurious conscequences; and these, as 1 believe,
are already beginning to develope themselves,  Al-
ready the most fatal cerror which can exist in a
republic, prevails thronghout this land.  Already it
has become the common feeling—not the declared,
asserted, defended doctrine, but the common, the
prevailing, the practical feeling,~-that, in a republic,
the will of the people makes the right.

This is not merely an error; it is the very cppo-
site of the truth. 'T'he true idea of a republic is, not
that the will of the pcople makes the right, not that
might is right, but that no earthly power can or
should control the people, in their inquiry as to what
s right. Do I seem to make a distinction without a
difference 7 How would 1t be, in the case of an
individual, who found himself iiberated by any
favorable circumstances of position or of fortune,
from the restraints and nccessitics to which most of
us submit? Would it be the same thing to his neigh-
bors, to the commuuity, to himself, whether, on the
one hand, ne regarded whatsoever gratified his own
will, as, for that reason, right and fitting for him to
do; or, on the other, looked higher than his wishes,
and far above his passions, for a guide, and gladly
heard and obeyed the commands of justice and of
truth? Is there not between these two principles,
these two modes of conduct, a difference as wide
as that which separates all that is good from all
that is evil? But what have I said of the indi-



21

vidual, which is not true, and true for the same
reason, of cvery individual, of the whole, of the
people 7 May I not earry this analogy yet farther?
He who learns what is right only from his own will,
and makes his conscience bow down before his
passions, must soon find that the law is at hand,
to restrain, perhaps to punish ; and that his abused
liberty has gone from him, because his abuse of
it made it incompatible with the common good,
and with his own. So mwust it be with a pcople.
There should be no earthly master, there nced be
none, there will be none, so long as the people
consent that the truth may determine for them
what 1s night; so long as they acknowledge the
Truth for their sovercign. But we must hold that
right 1s separated from wrong only by an arbitrary
and fluctuating distinction ; we must believe in the
permanence and absolute power of evil, before we
can hope that a rcpublic can flourish and endure,
which is built upon the principle, that the will of
the pcople makes the right.  The influence of that
principle would, of itself, create an absolute neces-
sity, for the world’s sake, for that people’s own sake,
that 1t should have,—and i1t would have—a master.

Let there be established within a republic, the
doctrine, that whatever a majority may be led
to agree upon, that majority, on no other evi-
dence, and for no other reason, may regard, and
assert, and enforce, as right; that they need not go
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beyond the fact of their own declaration for the
proof, nor beyond their own will for the source, of
right ; establish this doctrine in the lives, in the
practices, in the hearts of the people, and the foun-
dations of the moral and the social, no less than of
the political world, are broken up. The progross
of the country cannot but be downward. 1f the
majority of the nation can make the right, why
may not the majority of a party 7 why may not the
veriest slave of a party, make it for himself? All
passions, all propensities, all tendencies which need
restraint, will learn that there is none: and with
every new indulgence will get new vigor, and new
boldness, until the law itself becomes their instru-
ment. Every new appeal to the people, will call
upon lower motives, and baser feclings, than were
aroused before, and at length the cup of degradation
will be full, and the people will declare, by every
act, that they have lost all relish for Liberty, unless
it be corrupted into License. Then their hour has
come, and their chains are ready.

But let the opposite sentiment, of the sovereignty
of truth, prevail ; invigorate the body politic with
the principle that right is not their creation, and de-
pends not on their will, but on His will who
m-de them free, only that they might the more
freely seek and find it in His will,—~and you send
your country forward upon a career which cannot
but be forever onward and upward. Then, every
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change in our political condition, will compel all
who would ask the support or confidence of the
people, to take higher ground than sufficed before ;
for every change will enlarge the sphere and confirm
the authority of that truth, under whose banners the
battle was fought and the victory won.

It may be said, that it is idlec to hope that the
mass of our thinking men will ever be roused to
this effort. A duty which lies upon so many, none
will discharge. A homely proverb teaches, that
what is every onc’s business is no one’s. Bat, in
the first place, what other hope do our institutions
and the character of our people permit us to in-
dulge? And, in the next place, the proverb is no
longer true, when the uwsiversal danger is scen to
be coming ncar to every ladividual, and is threat-
ening to enter cvery door, and disturb the peace
and destroy the sccurity of every home. Then
cach man’s share of the general peril calls upon him
to restst, with a voice which even selfishness must
hear. If the thinking men of this country have
not come to this point, we have only to hope that
they may reach 1t soon; and that the outbreak of
violence, the shock to our institutions, the expendi-
ture of human life, may be enough to teach them
their danger and their duty, before they are enough
to subvert the toundations of our whole prosperity.

Nor will an honest and heartfelt respect for truth
and right, permit any to place their own wills and
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individual judgmeuts in opposition to the Lasw, which
is the only authorized exponent of the will and the
judgment of the whole. Nor will this reverence
for law, be blind and foolish. It will iusist that
the law become worthy of respect.  Juvery thing
that is wrought through the agency of man, must
partake of human infirmity, and can advance only
by gradual improvement 5 but, while it is practically
adopted as one of our political maxims, that unequal
or Insuflicicnt laws may be put aside or helped out
by violence, whenever a mob thinks violence desira-
ble,~1t becomes certain, that the law will remain
1n its general operation, unreasonable and unright-
cous. Nor can you eflfectually engage the whole
wisdom and the whole justice of a people in the
unceasing endeavor, to take from its law all defect
or incquality, until you can make that people ac-
knowledge the “L'ruth as their sovercign, and the
Law as her voice.

Let me then appeal to the loyalty of the scholars
of my country. You, you at least, will acknowl-
edge the truth as your sovereign. ‘The walls of
Harvard were not built up, her rich endowments
given, and kindred nstitutions cvery where estab-
lished, merely to provide you with the mecans of
earning your bread by the labor of the mind, rather
than of the hand. Far higher, far nobler, and more
widely-reaching, were the purposes and hopes of
the wise and good men, to whom we owe these
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foundations. They believed that the colleges, and
academies, and schools, which were the objects of
their parental care, would be as so many fixed
points whence cducation  might radiate  truth
thronghout the land.  Thiey founded those institu-
tions, i the same spirvit, which has clsewhere stud-
ded the confines of nations with fortresses, and
cxpended the strength ol nations in preparations for
resistance,  “Lhey knew that the main defences of
our land should not he such as these.  And if they
placed not around the liberty and happiness of their
country, ramparts built ef the enduring granite of
our hills,—have they therefore left them defence-
less 7 Do I not see around me. a host, whom our
fathers, by the institutions which they founded
with wise forecast, have armed for this warfare?
Have they not bound vou to this service, by an
obligation co-cxtensive with the good that educa-
tion hirs wrought for you, and with the blessings
that the truth would preserve for the remotest
future = Have we not the right to call on you to
come to the labor and to the contlict ;—to come,

on vour allegrance.

Among the fancies of certam of the philosophizing
storiaus of the present day, 1s that which discovers
in the sertes of human vicissitudes, a cyclical arrange-
ment. Lt tells us, that, whatever we observe to-day,

ts only that which the observers of soine earlier age
4
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may have looked upon, though it come up now in
a new form, and under a manifestation varied and
modilied by the circumstances of the age. With-
out cxactly professing to adopt this thcory, or to
find in history sufficient c¢vidence, that men, in their
progress through time, follow laws analogous to
those which govern the great massces of the universe
in their motion through space, I would say that
the hypothesis may find some illustration in the
relations of resemblance and analogy, which may
be discovered, or imagined, between the existing
or approaching conflicts of the present age, and
the universal disturbance of Europe, during the cen-
turies when her nations were assuming the forms
which, in the main, they have since retained. 1
allude to the long period, when from the peasants’
war in France, and the struggles of the Artaveldes,
father and son, in the Netherlands, and of Rienzi
in Rome, and of Wat lyler and Jack Cade in
England, and of similar commotions almost every
where, all Europe was in constant agitation.

At the time, the whole fabric of society appeared
to be falling into fragments. The population rose
in some places, almost in a mass ; and they marched
forward with a fury and a frenzy which knew no
purpose but that of destruction. Yet these great
disturbances were quelled, and peace resumed its
sway. How was this accomplished? By the union
and resolute resistance of them who were made,
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by tho circumstances of thoso times, the defenders
of law and of order. They were few; in proportion
to their numerous assailants, vory few; but they
were the strongest; for the strength of that day, lay
in the sword and the lance, the horse and the impen-
etrable mail. The chivalry of the natiens awoke ;
it was roused and arrayed by the instinct of self-
preservation ; and when the hour of batde came, a
single steel-clad battalion, rode down thousands of
their unarmed enemics; and so, peace was estab-
lished. Have we again, in the revolution of human
events, rcached a similar crisis? Is the epoch
which is to be characterized by the establishment
of governments founded on these new principles, to
be preceded again by convulsions? It may be so;
but if the influences at work within, are the same,
their outward manifestation i1s widely different.
The true assailants of the law and of the peace of
society are not now the indigent; for, to few, in
this prosperous land, can that name be given ;
and there is no reason for attributing to any one
class, more of hostility or of indifference to the best
interests of our ccuntry, than to any other. But
they whom we have now to resist, are the
poor in all that constitutes wealth of character;
or rather, they are the false principles, the preju-
dices, the passions, and the vices, which war
against the best prosperity of the man, and make
him who yields to them, poor indeed. Are not these
our enemies, our fierce, unsparing cncmies; are
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they not near; do we not hear the sound of their
trumpets 7 And are there any who may come to
our rescuc in this new danger; is there now, a
chivalry ready to put on their armor, and en-
counter this new foe, with the same  carnest
and resolute spirit, the siume convietion that they
must defeat or perish before their enemy, which
aave victory to the defenders of order and ol law,
in those carlicr times.  Who will help us m thisy,,
extremity 2 The sword has lost its power, and the
lance is a feebler weapon than the pen. Who ean
help us, if they will not, for whom education has
opened the whole armory of truth?  On you then,
on you must lic the burthen and the heat ol this
day of toil and of conflict; your place 15 in the fore-
front of the battle: shrink not from ity a more
olortous veward 1s within yeur reach, than ever
warrior won i conquer, and you will not merely
sccure for your native land that order, peace and
independence, for which good men in all ages have
willingly poured out their blood like water,—huat
you will break mto fragmeuts that can never again
be tiveted together, the fetters that hiave houud the
heart and the mind of man in their long vassalage 10
crime and error ;—vou will make the whele rutare
free.  Aye, conquer in this warfare, and you will
give to your country a higher prosperity than the
most hopeful have dared to dream of}—and you will
give to that prosperity the Imunortality of “Lruth
itscll.



