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ELECTION SERMON.

PROVERBS xiv. 34.

TIGHTEQUSNESS EXALTETH A NATION : BUT SIN 15 A RE-
PEOACH TO ANY PEOFLE,

TH E great {ource of ail human know-
ledge 1s expenience ; and that experience which teaches
us practical wifdom, and informs us of the many evils
that conftantly wait on life, is acquired chiefly by ob-
fervation and refle&ion. Time, indeed, is continu-
ally forcing the inftructions of this :age monitor on
our notice, and when ¢ length of days” has not made
us fufficiently acquainicd with her, we fly to the aged
that we may learn her counfels; or read them with
{fufhicient certaintv, in the mifcondu®, difappoint-
ment, and miferics of others.

TrEe Hiftorian makes it his peculiar glory, that by
faithfully recording the fates of kingdorms, by delinea-
ting the virtues which raifed fome to magnificence,

and
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and the vices which brought others gradualiy to de-
{lrution, he anticipates tue future by a true repre-
{entation of the paft, and teaches men wifdonu by the
example of others. But though, from the fhort pe-
riod of human life, the narrownels of our views, and
the neceffary calls of duty, we are obliged to recur ¢
the experience of thofe who have gone before us, for
clmoft all our knowledze ; vet the few events that
happen to ourfeives, or that fall within rhe circle of
our own obfervation, make a far more lafting impref-
fion on us, and have a much greater nflucnce over

the heart.

Tue ftrange vicffitudes of fortune, that happen
either to mations or individuals, we hear with faint
emotion, and often regard them oniy as they ferve to
gratify cunofity, and increafe our ftore of knowledge.
The Hifforian’s eloquence, and the Poet’s fancy can
{carcely raife the tear of {ympathy, while they relate,
with all the decoration of language, the miferies of
hife ; and thofe forrows which only the beft and {ofteft
bofoms feel occafionally for the calamities of others,
are but of thort duration. They vanifth quick as the
morning dews diflolve before the rifing fun, and oft,
like them, ¢ leave not a trace behind.” But fuch
calamitics and difappointments as befal ourfelves, are
confidered as dear bought experience, and treafured-
up in the heart. Thefe are the counfellors that will
make us wifc and good ; unlels in defpite of reafon
and of nature, we {uffer life to glid= ~way unnoticed,
without improvement in knowledge or in virtue.

SERIOUS
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Ser1ovs refleCtion on what has patied, with a con-
ftant habit of comparing it to the future, feems, in-
deed, to be a rule of moral difcipiine, natural to the
mind of man, and is one of the greateft {afeguards of
virtue, as well as the belt means of acquiring ufefui
knowledze. The fluGtuating ftate of our minds makes
it neceflary to take thefe retrofpedtive views of life,

that we may icreafe 1n piue lence 2, and eflablith our-
{elves 1n virtue.

UxpEer the full perfuafion of the efficacy of this
principle, as well as the influence of the Divine Spirit,
the FProverbs of Svlomon, which have always been
cfteemed a moft valuable part of the holy Scriptures,
were written. He fays himfelf, that they were the
fruits of his moft profound meditations, and of his
moft excellent wifdom. Becaufe the Preacher was
wife, he full taught the people knowledge ; yea he
gave good heed, and fought out, and fet in order
many Proverbs.* To give the more weight and dig-
nity to his precepts, he delivers them not as his own,
but as thofe of Wifdom herfelf ; and in the poctic and
dramatic way, introduces her as a divine perfon, the
favourite offspring and firft born of God, who dwelt
with him before the foundations of the earth were laid,
before time and the world was, and who is fent forth
from him to guide, a\r\xd inftruct the children of men.

Amoxc thefe Proverbs or wile fayings, we find
many excellent rules for the conduét of human life,
and for leading men to happinefs. But perhaps there
1s not any thing in the whole book, of ormter 1m-
| portance
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portance to us, as members of civil fociety, than (he
apborifm contained in our text. Righteoufnefs ex-
alteth a nation, but fin is a reproach to any people.

IT 1s well known, that the word sighteonfuefs is
uled, in the facred writings, with different degrees of
latitude. Sometimes, it 1s applied in a confined fenfe,
as fignifying tnat uprightnefs, equity and juftice, which
we f{hiould maintain 1n our treatment of our fellow
creatures, by rendering to ail their proper dues; and
15 {ynonimous with juftice. But the word is ufually
taken in a more extenfive fignification, as defcriptive
of goodnefs in general. In this fenfe the righteous
man 1s one, who a&s well in all the relations and char-
aters in which he is placed ; who lives in the prac-
tice of piety, benevolence, felf government and uni-
verfal goodnefs.  In this larger meaning, the term is
moft commonly ufed throughout the Pfalms, the
Proverbs and the New Tefltament. Thus, To him
that foweth righteoufnefs fhall be a fure reward. As
righteoufnefs tendeth to life, fo he that purfueth evil,
purfueth it to his own death. It 1s 1n this extenfive
fenfe, that the word 1s undoubtedly ufed in our text.
A righteous perfon 1s one who maintains an upright,
holy and virtuous part through the whole courfe and
tenor of his life. He is one, who ferioufly confiders,
and fteadily difcharges the general obligations of pi-
ety and goodnafs. This, no doubt, will neceflarily
include in 1t, his being righteous in the ftri¢t and limi-
ted fignification of the term. He makes a point of
preferving an exat fidelity and cquity in his nter-
courfe with mankind. According to the beft of his

abilities
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abilitics he renders to his fellow creatures their dues,
and treats them in a manner agreeable to the various
claims, of one kind and another, which they have upon
him. He is true to his engagements, and faithful to

. his promifes.

BssipEs this, he performs the other offices and

~duties of the virtuous chara&er. He is not onlv

honeft and equitable, but kind and benevolent. Hec

~ endeavours to promote the welfare of thofe around

- him, and to behave, in every refpe&, as one who is
- animated with the principles of affe¢tion to his bre-

thren of the human nature. He makes it his labour,
his delight, to render them happy, fo far as the ca-
pacity of doing; it, which Providence hath put in his
power, extends.

Nor, while he is juft and generous towards men,
is he unjuft to, or forgetful of, the cver bleffed Gon.
He ferioufly confiders his obligations to the greateft
and beft of beings, and is folicitous to teftify his fenfe

Cof them, by all the returns which he is capable of

making. Hence he cultivates the deepeft reverence
for the facred rame of his Maker, and the warmeft
fentiments of devotion towards him. Hence he loves
his high Creator and Benefaétor, above every objet
befide, 15 truly thankful for the mercies he receives
trom him, trulls in his proteéion and fupport, fub-
mits to his will, and is obedicnt to his commands.

FouALLy intent is the righteous man upon main-
tatng and cherithing the perfonal virtues.  He keeps
R himic
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himelf in the exercife of felf government, temperance,
moderation, meeknefs, humility and contentment.
In fhort, he endeavours to be found in all the comn-
mandments and ordinances of the Lord blamelefs, and

to preferve all the graces of the fpiritual life.

Svch is the nghteoulnefs the wife man f{peaks of
as exhibited in practice ; and a righteous nation con-
fifts of a number of individuals whofe character and
condut are fuch as we have now briefly delincated.

THE fin mentioned 1n our text, as the reproach of
a people, muft be confidered as the oppofite to this
great and good charatter. When the pcople com-
pefing a nation thew no regard to the eternal rules of
equity and juftice ; when true religion decays, and
they lofe their reverence for the Divine Being 3 when
they defjafe his infiitutions, and profane his fabbaths ;
when they ridicule ins word, and indulge themfelves
in the breach of his commands ; when infidelity and
vice prevaii 3 when impiety and irreligion mark the
charaéter of a people—then iniquity abounds, and

they are under the influence of that fin, which is
their greateft reproach.

T ax1x6 then the word righteoufnefs in the fenfe we
have explained it, to fignify religion and virtue in gen-
eral,our text naturally prefents us with a fubje&, which,
1 flatter myfelf, will not be confidered as altogether fo-
reign from the defign of our prefent affembling, viz.
THE HARMONY OF RELIGION AND CIVIL POLI-

TY ;
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ty ; or, that religion and virtuc are the {urelt means
of promoting national happinefs and profperity.

-WHEN Solamon afferts that religion or righteouf-
nefs exalteth a mation, we are not to underftand the
propofition in fo ftri¢t and abfolute a fenfe, as that
true religion is {o neceffary, i a// its dofrines, and in all
the extent of its precepts, that there have been no in-
ftances of the profperity of focieties, which have not
been whoily regulated by it.  Some States, it muft be
acknowledged, which have been only partially govern-
ed by its maxims, have enjoyed long and eloricus ad-
vantages upon the theatre of the world ; either becaufe
their falfe rchigions contained fome principles of reti-
tude, in common with the true religion ; or, becaufe

Gonp, in order to animate and encourage {uch people
to the practice of fome virtues, neceffary to the very

being of fociety, annexed fuccefs to the exercife of
them ; or, becaufe re@itude was never fo fully eftab-
lithed upon carth, as to preclude injuftice from en-
joying the advantages of virtue, or virtue from fuffer-
ing the penalties of vice. However this may be, we
affirm, that the moft fure method that a nation can
take to fupport and exalt 1t{clf, 1s to follow the laws
of righteoufnefs, and the {pirit of religion.

Nor 1s it afferted in our text, that, in every pai-
ticular cafe, religion is more fuccefstul in procuring
fome temporary advantage than the violation of it ;
{o that to confider {ociety only in this point of light,
and to confine it to this particular cafe, independent-
lv of all other circumftances, religion yields the ho-

nour
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nour of temporary profperity to injuftice.  Some State
crimes may have been{uccefsful, ~+2! have been the fteps
by which certain nations have acquired worldly glo-
ry. And fhould we acknowledge that virtue has fome-
times been an obftacle to grandeur, ftill the truth of
the propofition 1n our text {tands unimpeached—that
if we confider a nation in every point of light, and in
all circumftances, 1t will be found that the more a {o-
ciety prattifes virtue, the more profperity 1t will enjoy ;
the more it abandons itlelf to vice, the more mifery it
will {ooner or later fuffer ; fo that the very vice which
contributed to its exaltation, will produce its deftruc-
tion, and the virtue which feemed at firft to abafe 1r,
will in the end exalt its glory.

W obferve further here, that by a nati.n’s being
~ exalted, the infpired author of our text dous not 1n-
tend fuch an elevation as worldly heroes, or rather ty-
rants, aim at.  If, by exalting 2 nation, 1s underftood
an elevation extend:ng itlelf beyond the limits of

reCtitude ; an elevation not directed by juftice and

good faith, confifting in the acquifitions of wanton

and arbitrary power, cbliging other nations to fubmit
to a yoke of flavery, and thus becoming an execution-
er of divine vengeance on all mankind—we allow,
that in this fenfe, exaltation is not an effc& of rightc-
oufnefs. But, by exalting 2 nation, the wile man in-
tends, whatever promotes the greateft happinefs and
profperity of its citizens ; its being governed by wife
and wholefome laws, enjoying liberty and equal gov-
ernment, negociating fuccefsful treaties, attacking its
encmies with courage, defending itfelf with refolution,

cnjoying
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enjoying cvery blefling condacive to the profpenity and
happipels of a people ; and at the fame ume bleficd
with the favourable notice and regard of the Divine
Being.  Such aa exaltation s obtained only by nigh-
teouinefs. -

In a word, it is not the lot of humanity, that the
profperity of any nation fhould be fo perfed, as to
exclude a!l untoward circumnftances. The meaning
of our text muft be, that the higheft glory, and the
moft per{et happnefs, which can be enjoyed by a
nation, in a world, where, after all, there muft be a
mixture of advertity with profperity, are the fruits of
righteoufnefs. No nation was ever yet free from evils
and inconventences of many kinds ; and even the moft
virtuous focicties have been fuffered to labour under
many ftraits and difficulties ; and it muft be allowed,
that this world will always be to publick bodies what
it is to individuals, a place of mifery and unhappi-
nefs ; and therefore we muft underfiand our text as
afferting orly, that the moft {olid happinefs, which
can be enjoyed here below, has nghteoulnefs for its
caufe. It s the more neceflary to reftrain it with-
in thefe hmitations, net only becaufe they explain
the fenfe of the infpired author, but becaufe they
ferve to preclude fuch objeétions, to unravel fuch
fophifms, and to folve fuch difficulties, as infidels and
jibertines have urged againft its truth.

To prove, then, that religion and virtue are the
fureft means of promoting national ...ppinefs and
profperity, let us confider the origin of civil govern:
ment, and the motives which mduced mankind to

unite
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unite themfelves in fociety. By doing this, we fhail

perceive that righteoufnets 1s the only thing that can
render nations happy.

4

EvEery individual has a great vanety of wans, and
vut few, and thofe very limited, faculties to fupply
them. Every individual of mankind has need of
knowledge to inform him, of laws to dire¢t him, of
proeperty to {fupport him, of food to nourifh him, of
clothing and covering to defend him againft the in-
clemencies of the feafons. This cataiogue of our va-
rious and refpective wants might eafily be enlarged.
Similar interefts form a fimilar defign. Divers men
unite themfelves together, in order that the induftry
of all inay fupply the wants of each. Hence the
origin of focieties and publick bodies of men.

Tue Author of our being has alfo given to man
a nature fitted for, and difpofed to, fociety. It - as
not good for man at firft to be alohe; his nature is
focial, having various affeGtions, propenfities and paf-
fions, which refpect {ociety, and cannot be indulged
without a focial intercourfe. The natural principles
of benevolence, compaffion, juftice, and indeed moft
of our natural affetions, powerfully incite to, and
plainly indicate that man was formed for, fociety.

THE focial affeftions of our nature, and the defire
of the many conveniences, not to be obtained or en-
joyed, without the concurrence of others, probably
firft induced men to affociate together. But the de-
pravity of our nature fince the apoftacy, and the great

prevalency
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prevalency of lufts and corruptions, have obliged man-
kind .to enter into clofer connexions and combina-
tions, for mutual protetion and affiftance. Thus

civil focieties and governments were tormed, and in
this way government comes from God, and is his or-
dinance. The kingdom ‘is the Lord’s, and he 1s the
Governor among the nations. By him Kings reion,

and princes decre¢ juitice, even all the judges of the
earth.

THaE end and defign of civil {ociety and 'govern+
ment, from this view of its origin, muft be'to fecure
the rights and properties of its members, and to pro-
mote their welfare and happinefs ; or, in the words of
infpiration, that men may live quiet and- peaceable:
lives, 1n all godlinefs and honefty.

ITis eafv to perceive then, that in order to enjoy the.
bleffings propofed by this affemblage, fome fixed max=
ims muft be laid down, and inviolably obeyed. It is
rieceflary that all the members of this body fhould.-
confider themfelves as naturally equal ; that by this.
idea they may be inclined to afford each other mutual,
fuccour. It is requifite that they fhould be fincere to,
cach other, left deceit thould ferve for a veil to con-
ceal the finifter defigns of fome from the eyes of the
reft. The nizid rules of equity fhould be inviolably
obferved, that {o they may fulfil the contradts, which

they bound themfelves to perform, when they were
admitted 1ato this focietv. Efteem and benevo]encc
ought to give l:fe and ation to righteoufnefs. It is
of the utmoft confequence, that the happinefs of all

fhiouid
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fhould be oreferred before the interoft of an individ-
ual ; and that in cafes where publick and private in-
terefts clath, the publick good thould always prevail.
Every citizen ought to cultrrate his own talents, that
he may contribute to the happinefs of that fociety, to
which he oughi to devete him&lf with the utmioft
fincerity and zeal. Thefe duties are abfolutely necef-
fary for the welfare and profperity of focieties. And
what can be more proper to make us ol ‘erve thefe rles
than religion,—than rightcoufne(s ¢ Religion brings
us to feel our natural equality ; it teaches us that we
originate in the fame duft ; have the fame Gop for
our Creator; are all defcended from the fame firft
Parent ; all partake of the fame miferies, and are all
doomed to the {ame laft end. Religion teaches us
fincerity to each other ; that the tongue fheuld be a
faithful interpreter of the mind ; that we fhould {peak
every man truth with his neighbour ; and, that being
always in the fight of the Gep of truth, we fhould
never deviate from the laws of truth. Religion teach-
es us that we fhould be juft ; that we thould render
vo all their dues ; tribute to whom tribute is due;
cultom to whom cuftom ; fear to whom fear; hon-
our to whom honour; that whatfoever we would men
thould do unto us, we thould do even fo unto them.
Religion requires us to be animated with charity,—
to confider each other as creatures of one Gop, f{ub-
je€ts of the fame heavenly King, members of one body,
and hewrs of the fame glory. It requires us to give
up our private nterefl to the publick good, not to
{c:X our own, but cvery one another's wealth ; it
even requtives 1 1o Ly down our lives for the brethren.

Thue
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Thus if we confider nations in thefe primitive views,
it 1s righteoufncfs alene that exalts them,

WERE we to defcend from thefe general principles,
and take into view the particular forms of govern-
ment, which have been adopted by the various nations
upon earth ; or rather, which have grown out of parti-
cular occafions and emergencies ; from the flutuat-
ing policy of different ages; from the contentions,
{ucceffes, interefts and opportunities of different orders
and parties of men among them (for fuch we fhall find
was the origin of moft of the particular forms of gov-
ernment 1n the world, ) we fhall be convinced that each
nation has been, more or lels happy, in its own mode
of governing, has more or lefs prevented the inconven:-
ences, to which its form of government is fubje, ac-
cording as it has been more or lefs attached to religion
or righteoufnefs. The precepts and the maxims of
religion, applied to thefe imperfe&tions, would effeGtu-
ally reftrain all thofc excefles, and preclude thofe evils,
from which the moft perfe&t forms of government are
not entirely free. But the time will not permit us to
enter into fo particular an inquiry, or to multiply
quotations to prove this point.

I PROCEED to obferve, fecondly, that the doétrine
of Providence will furnifh us with another argument,
to prove the truth of our text.

T ur, condud of Providence, with regard to publick
bodies is very diffcrent from that, which prevails in the
cafe of individuals. Itis 2 rule in the divine govern-

C ment,
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ment, to deal with nations according to their moraf
charaCter. Perfeft juftice is the invarnable rule of his
dominion over publick bodies. In regard to individu-
als, Providence is involved in darknefs. Many times
it {eems to condemn virtue, and crown injuftice ; to
leave innocence to groan in filence, and to empower
guilt to riot, and triumph in publick. The wicked
rich man fared fuimptuoufly every day, while Lazarus
defired, in vain, to be fed with the crumbs that fell
from his table. St. Paul was executed on a {caf-
fold, while Nero reigned on Cefar’s thronc

But Providence 1s diretted 1n a different method,
in regard to publick bodies. Ptofperity in them is
the effet of righteoufnefs ; publick happinefs 1s the
reward of publick virtue ; the wifeft nation is utually
the moft fuccefsful, and “wirtue walks with glory by
“her fide.” The work of rightecoufnefs fhall be
peace, and the effelts of nghteoufnefs, quietnefs and
affurance forever. On the other hand, the judgments
of Heaven are commonly fhowered down upon a
wicked people ; he turneth a frunful land into bar-
rennefs, for the wickednefs of them that dwell threm

Gop fometimes, mdeed aﬂh&s the moft virtuous
mations ; but he does fo with the defig of purifying
them, and of opening new occalions to beftow larger
benefits upon them. Fe fometimes, indced, profpers
wicked nations ; but their profpcrlty is an_cffort of
his patience and long fuffering ; it is to gwe them
tune toprevent their deftrution, and by his goodnelfs,
to kead themr to repentance,  But, as before obferved,

profperity




SR, TS ST T SRR BT | A T NSO IR R PO RS e

NN, T R
Pt

> ST

19
profperity #fually follows righteoufnefs in publick
bodies ; publick happinefs 1s the reward of publick
virtue ; the witeft nation is the moft fuccefsful, and
glory 1s generally- conneted with virtue. And this
condut of Providence is grounded on. this reafon.
A day will come when Lazarus wall be indemnified, -
and the nch man punithed ; when St. Paul will be
reviarded, and Nero will be confounded. Innocence
will be avenged, juftice fatisfied, the majefty of the
laws repaired, and the rights of Gop maintained.

Br 1 {uch a retribution is impracticable in regard to
publick bodies. A nation cannot then be punithed as
a nation, nor a kingdom as a kingdom. All the dif-
terent forms of government will then be abolithed.
‘While fome of the human race are put into poffeffion
of glory, others will be covered with fhame and confu-
Yion of face. It fcems fhen, that Providence owes to
its own rectitude, thofe times of vengeance, in which
it pours all its wrath on wicked nations ; fends them
wars, famines, plagues and other cataftrophes, of which

~ hiftory gives us fo many memorable examples. To

place hopes altogether on worldly policy ; to pretend
co derive advantages from vice, and fo to found the
happinafs of {ociety, on the ruins of religion and virtue,
1s little fhort of infulting Providence. 1t is to aroufe
that power again{t us, which, fooner or later, over-
whelms and confounds vicious focieties.

But if the obfcurity of the ways of Providence,
which ufually renders doubtful, our reafonings upon
the divine conduét, weaken this argument, let us con-

Gder the declarations of Gop himielf upon this point.
THE
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Tat whole 28th chapter of Deutercnomy, ali tne
bieflings ard curfes pronounced there, fizlly prove cur
doftrine. Read the tender complaint, which Goo
formerly made concerning the irregularities of his peo-
ple. O that they were wife, that they underftood
this, that they would confider their latter end ! How
thould one chafe a thoufand, and two put ten thoufand
to flight. Agreeably to this, are the affeting words
uttered by the mouth of the Pfalmift—O that my peo-
ple had hearkened unto me, and Iirael had waiked ir.
my ways. I fhould {oon have {ubdued their cnemies,
- and turned mine hand againft their adverfaries. Thar
~ time fhould have endured forever. 1 thould have fed
~ them alfo, with the fineit of the wheat, and with ho-
ney out of the rock fhould I have fatisfied them.
What noble promifes are made alio by the mimftry
of Ifaiah ? Thus faith the Lord thy Redecmer, the
Holy One of Ifrael, I am the Lord thy God which
teacheth thee to profit ; which leadethk thee by the wiy
thou thouldft go. O that thou hadft hearkened to my
commandments ! then kad thy peace been as a river,
4nd thy nghteoufnefs as the waves of the fea ; thy
feed alfo had been as the fand, and thy name thould
not have been cut off, nor deftroyed before me. Ob-
ferve alfo the termble threatnings, denounced againft
backfliding Ifracl, by the prophet Jeremiah. Though
Mofes and Samuel ftood before me, yet my mind could
not be toward this people ; caft them out of my fight,
and let them go forth. And it fhall come to pafs, if
they fay unto thee, Whither fhall we go forth ? Then
thou fhalt tell them ; Thus {maith the Lord, Such as
are for death to death, and fuch as are for the rword to

the
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eh= {vord, and fuch as are tor the fanine 1o the famune,
and fuch as are for captivity to capuvity. Thou hatt
tariaken me, faith the Lord, thou art gone backward ;

therefore wiil I ftretck out my hand again{t thee, and

dcftroy thee : 1 am weary of mpcnﬁnb

Notto multiply quotatxons we ﬁud that. tllrotgk
the whole hiftory of the Old Teflament, tne ibter-
changeable providences of Gop, towards the Jewiflh
nation, were alwavs fuited to thew manners. They
wore conftanty piciperous or afflifted, accordiag as
rchigion and rightcoufnefs flounithed, or dcchngd
among thea:,

Nor was this Providence exercifed only towards
his own people, but he dealt thus with other nations,
as their hiftery evinces ; and thus the truth of our text
is proved by experience. Were we fo confult the
ancient hiftory of the Egypuians, the Perfians, or the
Romans, who furpaffed them zli, we fhall fird they

were by turns exalted, as they rc‘pca;d nglm.uuﬁris,
or abaled, as thiey ncgledted 1t..

By what myftenous art did ancient Eg\ pt fubit,
with fo much glory, duriag the period of fitteen or fix-
zecn ages.* By a b\,nevvieucc fo extenfive, that he,
who refufed to relieve the wretched, when he had it
in his power to affift him, was himfelf punifhed with
death : by a juftice fo impartial, that their kings
obliged the judges to {ake an oath, that they would
':u.}mmxﬁcr impantal juflice to all, though they, the
kings themiclves, fhould command the contrary : by

an
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_an averfion to bad princes fo fixed, as to deny them
the honours of a fu-eral : by entertaining fuch juft
idess of the vanity or life, as to confider their houfes
as inns, 1n which they were to lodge, as it were, only
for a night ; and their fepulchres as habjtations in
which they were to abide for many ages ; for which
veafon, they united, in their famous pyramids, all the
{falidity and pomp of arch:ite@ure : by a life fo labo-
rious, that even their amufcments were adapted to
ftreagthen the body, and improve the mind : by fuch
2 vemarkable readine(s to difcharge their debts, that
they had a law, whick prohibited the borrowing of
money, except on condition of pledging the body of
- a parent for payment ; a depoiit {o venerable, that a

man who deferred the redemption of it, was looked
~ upon with horror : in a word, by a wifdom fo pro-
- found, that Mofes himfelf is renowned in Scnpture for
being learned in it,

T'ng Perfians, alfo, obtained a diftinguifhed place
~ of honour, in ancient hiftory, by confidering falfchood
- in the moft odious light, as a vice the meaneft and
moft difgraceful ; by a noble generofity, conferring
favours on the nations they had conquered, and leay-
ing them to enjoy all the enfigns of their former gran-
- deur ; by an univerfal equity, obliging themfelves to
publith the virtues of their greateft enemies ; by cdu-
cating their children {o wifely, that they were taught
virtue, as other nations were taught letters. The
children of the royal family, and of the nobles, were,
at an early period of life, put under the tuition of

four of the wifeft and moft virtuous ftatcfmen. The
| frft
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Geft taught them the worfhip of the gods; the
fecond trained them up to fpeak truth, and practice
cquity ; the third habituated them to fubdue volup-
tucufnefs, and to cnjoy real liberty ; to be always
mafters of themfelves and of their own paffions ; and
the fourth infpired them with courage ; and by teach-
ing them how to command themfelves, taught them
how to rule over others.

* The Romans founded their {yftem of pohcy upon
that beft and wifeft principle, the fear of the gods; a
firm belief of a divine fuperintending Providence, and
a future ftate of rewards and punifhments. Their
children were trained up in this belief from tender in-
fancy, which toek root and grew up with them, by
the influence of an exceilent education, where they
had the benefit of example, as well as precept.
Hence we read of no heathen nation in the world,
where, both the publick and private dutics of religion,
were fo ftnictly adhered to, and fo {crupuloufly ob-
{erved, as among the Romans. They imputed their
good or bad fuccefs to the obfervance of thefe duties,
and they received publick profperity, or publick ca-
lamities, as blefiings conferred, or punithments in-
flicted, by their gods. - Though the ceremonies of
their religion juftly appear to us, inftances of the moft
abfurd and moft extravagant fuperftition, yet, as they
were efteemed the moft cifentlal acts of religion, by the
Romans, they muft confequently carry all the force
of a religious principle. + Cicero, the great Roman
orator and philofopher, fpeakiug of his countrymen,

fave,
* Montague’s [ ctters,
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E;,. We neither exceeded the Spaniards in number,
~'n0r did we excel the Gauws 1 ftrength of body, nor
-the Carthagenians 1n craft, nor the Greeks in arts and
fciences : But we have mdliputablv {urpafied all the
unations in the univerfe, in piety and attachment to re-
ligion, and 1 the only point that can be called true
-wifdom, a tharovgh:conviction, that all things here
- below, are dircted and governed by Divine Provi-
~dence. To this principle alone, he wifely attributes
~ the grandeur and good fortune of his country. From
this principle proceeded that refpe& for, and fubmif-
fion to, their laws ; and that temperance, moderation,
and contempt for wealth, which are the beft deferce
againft the encroachments of injuftice and oppreffion.
Hence too arofe that inextinguifhable love for their
- country, which, next vo the gods, they looked upon
as the chief obje&t of veneration. * This they car-
iied to fuch an height of enthufiafm, as to make every
tie of {ocial love, natural affection, and felf preferva-
tion, give way to this duty to their dearer country.
Hence proceeded that obftinate and undaunted cou-
rage, that infuperabie contempt of danger, and decaih
itfelf, in defence of their country, which complete tlic
idez of the Roman charatter, as it 15 drawmr by the
hiftorians, in the virtuous ages of the republick. As
long as the manners of the Romans were regulated by
this irfl great principle of religion, they were free and
ivincible.  But the atheiftical doftnine of Epicurus,
which infinuated itfelf at Rome, under the refpectable
name of Philofophy, undermined and deftroyed this
ruling principle.  The luxuries of the Eaft, after the

conquetk
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tonqueft of Afia; corrupted the manneis of the Ro-
mans, weakened this pninciple of religion, and pre-
pared them for the reception of atheifm, which 1s the
never faiing attendant on luxury. And thus, by
their rapid and unexampled degeneracy, was brought
on the total fubverfion of that mighty rcpubhck

WERE we to mquu'e into the 'mfons cf their de-
clinie’; ‘were we to corapare the Egyptxans under their
wife kifigs, with the Egyptians in.a time of anarchy ;
the Perfians viGoriods under Cyrus, with the Perfians
enervated by the luxuries of Afia ; the Romans at li-
berty under their confuls, with the Romans enflaved
by their emperors, we fhouid find, that the decline of
cach was owing to fin, which is a repzoach to a people ;
to the pm&xcc of vices, oppofite to the virtues which
had caufed their elevaticn ; we fhould be Gbiiged to
acknowledge, that a tstal difregard to rehg-en and
richtecuinefs ; luxury, voluptuoufnefs, difunion, cor-
ruptxon, and boundlefs ambition, were the odious
mezns of fubverting ftates, which, in the heighth of
their profperity, expested to endure to the end of time.

Havixe thus eftablithed the truth contained in
our text, let us employ a few moments iu refleCting
on what hias been faid.

In the Arft place. What gratitude 1s due from us
to the King of kings, for affording us better means of
knowing the righte’ouf nefs, that exalts a people, and
more motives to practife it, than all the nations of an-
tiquitv. They had only a fuperficial, debafed, con-

D fuled
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fufed knowledgz of the virtues, which conftitute fub-
Zant:! grandeur ; and as tiiey held errors 1n religion,
they muft neceffanly have erred n Giwil polity. Our
heavenly Father, glory be to his mame, has phced at
the head of our councils, the moft perfe® Legiflator,
that ever held the reims of government in the world.

This Legxﬂator 1s Jefus Chnft. His kmgdom, In-
deed, is not of this world, but the rulcs, he has gaven
us to arrive at his heavenly kingdom, are the moft
proper to render us happy in the prefent ftate. _'Wl\en
he fays, Seek ve firft the lungdom of Gop, and Lis
righteoufnefs, aﬂd all other things fhall be added to
vou ; he gives the command, and makes the promife,
to whole nations, as wcil as individuals.

W o ever carried, fo far as this divine Legiflator,
\deas of the virtues we have mentioned, and by prac-
tifing which, nations are exalted ? Who ever formed
fuch juft notions of that benevolence, that love of {o-
cial good, that magnanimity, that generofity to ene-
mies, that wifdom, juftice, and equit) , that frugality,
and devotednefs to the publick good, and ali +he other
virtues, which render ant:quity venerable to us ®
Who ever gave fuch wife inftructions to kings, and
{ubjets ; to magiftrates and people ; to citizens and
{oldiers ; to the world and the church ? We are better
acquainted with thefe virtuss, than moft of the na-
tions .in the world. We are able to carry our glo-
1y, far beyond the nations of antiquity ; if not that
glory, which glares and dazzles, at lcait that which
makes tranquil and happy and procures a fuiicity far

')x \.f\.tslolb
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preferable to all the pageantry of heroitm, and world-
ly fplendor.

LET not thefe things, my friends, be matters of
mere {peculation to us. Let us endeavour to reduce
them to pradticc. Never let us fuffer our pobiticat
principles to clath, with the principles of our reiigion.
Far, far, be from us, and from our rulers, that deceit
and hypocrify, that falfehood and mﬁncenty, that dif-
fimulation and craftinefs, thofe abominable maximns,
which a depraved Florestine ¥ recommended to
flatefimes. Let us obey the precepts of Jefus Chrift,
and pra&ife that rightéoufnefs which exalteth a na-
tion, and by fo doing, we fhall draw down bleffings
on our nation, more pure and perfc& than thofe, we
now enjoy. The bleffings we now énjoy; are fuch as
ought, on this aufpicious anniverfary, to infpire us
with lafting gratitude to the great Arbiter of na-
tions,—to him who fetteth up one, and putteth
down another. :

It was a {avounte method of inftru&ion with the
Jewxfh Legflators and Prophets, to recur to the hif-
tory of their nation; to ancient events, and alfo to
fuch as took place, in a period coeval thhf themf{elves,
m order to excite a correfpondent gratitude, and a
{pirit of religious obedience, in the breails- of the peo-
ple. The time will not admit us to adopt the fame
plan, and enter into fuch an exterfive difcuffion : A
icw, however, of the more general, and more confpi-
cupus, you will permit me to glance at.

. THE
<« Machiavel,:
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Tue firft is the bleffing of publick peace. When
we look back on the difficulties and dangers, in which
the United States were invoived, in the late conteft
with Great Britain ; when we refle® on the perils
and difafters we experiencéd, ‘when furrounded with
{cenes of horror and devaftation—with the depreda-
tions and fhocking ravages of war—when our liberties,
our country, and even life itfelf might be faid to
“ hang in doubt,” and contraft it with the prefent
peaceable ftate of our nation, we muft acknowledge
the gracious interference of almighty Goo, in our
favour. | |

WaiLE wars and rumcurs of wars are now {pread-
ing, and prevailing through all Europe—while nation
is rifing againft nation, and Kingdom againft king-
dom—while the old world is generally convulfed, and
tottering under thofe figns and {ymptoms, which de-
note approaching diffolution,—to us is given, and as
yet continued, the bleffing of peace, T

How long we fhal! enjoy this greateft of the divine
favours, the commotions, which have overfpread the
European nations, have rendered very uncertain,” No
one can doubt, that our intereft, cur fafety, and our
happinefs, as a nation, forbid us to interfere in their
quarrels. - Whether the faith of treaties, or principles
of gratitude; for fervices performed in our diftrefs, call
upon us to hazard our own peace and profperity, it is
neither prudent, nor proper to difcufs, 1n this place.
This 1s a fubject that refts in the Supreme Exccutive
of the United States; in the wifdom, firmnefs, and

h
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prudence of which, we are hupy that we can pl.xec
entire confidence. : G-

- - - -,

THE prefent appears to be s cvcmful an ;rra,
any the annals of niankind can furalth. A combxm-
tion of gvents fcems to be maniful dy tendmg to b{mg, A
aborit fome m'whty revolution, aniong the nations of:
the earth, Hiltory has fcarcely ever before ﬁu'mfh“:i
us, with an inftance of a populous, and powerful A~
tion, throwmp oﬂ' the. yoke of defpc. txfm, and acqmr-

ing fentiments apd habxtq congenial 1o a,great :md frcv

repubhck \Vc have feen the mifts of ignorar ;¢ and,
error faft rollmg aw.n, s . and thc bchiofﬁ Yaams oﬁnber‘
ty, frecdom "and fcxc'xcc, fpreadmpkt..g:lr _¥uﬁre over
the rmghty hngdom of France.. The flame E{C&ht
ffont America, and the fpirit of patrmtd'm illumined
thatS whole” n‘dtlon “What gcne;o“ﬁéf raund did "ot
é‘fpoxﬁ\?n‘s caufe ?’ What friend. to h'bcrt) and cqual
n«h‘ts drd ndt wx[h them fuccefs [

< p=.- “1

BU ralas) ' the feur countenince uf freedom has been
ovcrfprcad thh a dark veil; and the vitims, which po-
pular anarchy and ferocity have facrificed, muft be al-
lowed to have fullied the glories of a revolution, which
bld fair to aftonifh the. world.;  }t s forever to be re-
outtcd thatany dark thade of femcmus revenge fhltould
u:hpfe the glory of eftablithing liberty,and freedom, in
that nation, ‘But whare do the records of hiftory poinr
out a revolution, unitained by fome aétions of barbari-
ty ? When do the paffions of human nature riie to that
pitch, which produces great .events, withcur wander-
ing into fome irregularities ¢ Pethaps, at fo grest a
diftance as we are placed, and with {o finall means of

authentick
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authentick information, we are net capabie of form-
ing a proper judgment oi thuir conduct, And the rea-
fons of all their aGions ; but muft patiently wait for
the pen of the 1mpm't1al kitorian, to cnable us to de-
cide, how far to juftify or condemin. Should an apclo-
gy, for that mental mtcmcanon that feems to have
wfluénced thcm, be ne cct'ﬁrv, or p'oper to be h“re in-
ferted, permit mie to give it, in the “Ol'da of a very
{prightly femsle writer.®  © LéE us :c'nemb'-r, fa};
fhe, *that the great caufe'of hiberty remains uncon-
s tarﬁmated b) the affafiinations at Lifle. 'Ihough
« fanatical bigots, in the rage of fuperﬂmous cruelty
“ have draaQ ooed thcn‘ victims to the ftake, would 1 b“
« rational to. extend our abhorrence of fuch ad&ions
“to Chn{han‘ify itielf 2-—to that bcni‘volcnt religion,
ce which mculcatcs umverfal cha.nty, love and gaod
« wiil towards men ; and choofe the comfortlets, the
¢ fuallen indifference of athelfm ? And fhall we, becaufz
- & the fanatics of hbcrtv have commltted fome detef-
"« table crimes;conclude that hberty is an evil, and
“ pecdex the gloomy tranquillity of -defpotifm ? If the
«blefings -of ‘reedom have fometimes been abufed,
< jt is becaule they are not well underftood. Thofe
« occdfional evils, which have happened in the infant
« flate of liberty, are bt the effe@ts of defpotifm.
¢ Men have been long treated with inhutaanity, there-
“ fore they are ferocious. They have often been be-
“ trayed, therefore they are fufpicious. They have
“ once been flaves, and thersfore they are tyrants.
“They have been-ufed to a ftate of wartare, and are
“ a0t yct accuftomed to wniv rerfal benevolence.  They

| ¢ have
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* have lony been ignorant, and have not vet attained
 fufficient knowledge. They have been condemned
“to darknefs, and their eyes are dazzled by light.
*“ The French bave thrown afide the ritual of defpot-
“ {m, but they have not all had time to learn the
“ hturgy of that new confhitution, which is laid upon
“ the altar of their country. But the genuine prin-
* ciples of enhightened freedom will foon be befter
“ compreiended, and may perhaps, at no diftant " pe-
“ riod, be adopted by &il the nations of Europe. Li-
“ berty may bring her fons from afar, and her daugh-
*“ ters trom the eads of the earth.

“ Tre oppreffions which mankisid have fuffered in
“ cvery age, and almioft in every country, will lead
* them to form more perfect fyftems of legiflation, than
** :¥ they had {uffered lefs ; and they will only have to
“ regret, that their happine(s has been nurchafed by
* the mifery of paﬁ ages.

“THEN w:ll th° reign of humamt\ of order, and
“ of peace, begin ; thegates of Janus will be forever
« clofed ; liberty will extend her benign influence over
¢ the nations, and ye fhall know her by ker frute.”

"Brr to retum to our fdus

AxoTuEer blefling we enjoy, and which calls aloud
for our gratitude, is the excellent conftitution of our
tate oovernment, and that of the federal f{yftem,
Mnf“ oyves unton, order, and happinels to America.

-»
>
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L et "
FEw nations have evet enjuyed the opportunity,
of taking up government upon its fuit principles, and
of choofing that form, which 1s adapted to their fitu-
ation, arxi moft produttive of thermr publick interefts
and happinels; “‘Fhe government of the United
- ““States,” fays a political writer,* ¢ approaches neareft
*“ to the focial compsQ, of any that hiftory can fur-
“nifh.”- Upon an impartial examination of our
conftitution of government, we find it the beft calcu-
lated for promoting the happinefs, and preferving the
dives, liberty, 2nd property of the citizens, of any yet
recorded 1n hiftory. Liberty s here placed in the
cuftody of the people. It witely guards againft agar-
chy, and confufion on the one hand, and tyrannv, and
oppreflion on the ofher. It 1s framed upon an extent,
not only of civil, but of religious liberty, unexampled,
perhaps, in any other country. The facred rights of
confcience are fo fecured, that “ no citizen can bc
* hurt, molefted, or reftrained in his perfon, liberty or
‘ cftate, for worfhipping Gop, 1n the manner and
¢ {cafon, moft agreeable to the diCtates of his confci-
““ ence, or for his religious profeflion or fentiments.”
How fhould this confideration endear it to its citi-
zerms, and 1nduce them to reverence it—not only
calmly to fubmit to 1t, but to regard 1t with a vene-
ration and affecticn rifing even to enthufiafm, hke
that, which prevailed at Sparta, anc at Rome.

Harry people, whofe lot 1s fallen to them 1n plea-
{ant places, ar{d who have {o goodly an hcritage: Hap-
'y people ! 1if we have wifdom and virtue, to improve

aiight
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aright the advantages we now enjoy. Bleffed be
Gop, who hath vifited, and redeemed his peopie ;
who hath called them to liberty, and granted them
the blefiing of peacc, and of a free government.

OxEe other favour, you will permit me to mention,
1s our national profperity. One blefling generally
introduces another, and this is the confequence of
peace, and a free government.  Qur fwords are now
turned into ploughthares, and our fpears into pruning
hooks. Our fhips, inftead of carrying the engines of
deftruction, are now fraught wiih. the ftores of the
merchant, and convey to us, from all quariers of the
world, the pecdliar treafures of kings, and the pro-
vinces. The riches of the earth, and the abundance
of the feas, are profufely poured into-cur laps.

~ Bur are we not, by an abuie of thefe bleffings, in
danger of being deprived of them ? If, having eaten
and become full-; having buit goodiy houfes, and
dwelt therein ;. and having our filver and our gold, and
all that we have, greatly multiplied and increafed ;
inftead of being thankful for thefe bleitings, and tem-
perate in the ufe of them, we become prefumptuoufly
iifted up, and forget the Lord our God ; if, while we
enjoy the higheft degree of political liberty and prof-
perity, we are not a virtuous and religious people, fhall
we not provoke the Moft High to withdraw thefe fa-
vours from us, and * to empty us from veflel tc vel-
“fel ? If, inftead of pra&ifing that nghteournefs,
which exalteth a naticn, we indulge a ipint of felf ex-
asltasion ; what an armvy of evils will prevail withit ?

I, Luvury
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Luxury and excefs fuperfede the enjovment of tha
things themicives. Oitentation, in a great meas:
fure, fupplants the true delights of fociety, and an
emulous fupenority 1n pride, and diftin&ion, contn
butes matenially to the utter anmhilation of fimple
principles, and almoft, cuts afunder the ¢ords of gen-
uine, fentimental friendthip. The fate of nations
confirms a very ancient doctrine of revelation, that
whenever publick profperity caufes 1 forgetfulneis of
Govp, acontempt of religion, and increafing profli-
gacy, 1n the manners of a people, that very profpenty
fhall deftroy them.

WitH this declaration, and with the many exam-
ples of its truth, recorded in the page of hiftory, let
us exert ourfelves to perpetuate the great bleffings;
and puvileges we enjoy, by a contrary demeanor, and
a more Chnftian deportment than we have hitherto
exercifed > for the prolongition of our national charter
1s entirely dependent thereon ; and the continuance of
national profperity is folely held, by this conditionai
tenure, the Lord is with us, while we are with him ;
if we feek him, he will be found of us, but if we for-
fake him, he will forfakc vs.

Nor are we in lefs danger, from the abufe of our
civil liberty, than from that of our profperity.

CiviL government is, doubtlefs, one-of the great-
eft external bleilings, of which we are poffeffed. [t
15 our protection from fraud and injuftice—from ra-
pine and wviolence. It is the fecurity of our lives—of

our
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pur prepertv—ot every thing that 1s dear tous. The
abufe of hiberty is the greateft of eviks, and draws after
it, a train of the moft baneful confequences. When
2 people miiimprove their privileges, and become dif-
orderly, ungovernable, and faticus, they introduce a
{tate of anarchy, which i1s worie than abfolute def-

potifm.

No one, of the leaft refleftion, can be infenfible,
what great advantages that nation enjoys, which is not
orly in a ftate of perfe€t peace with its neighbours, but
poflefles yninterrupted quiet and tranquillity at home ;
which 1s neither threatened with foreigr: infult; ror
melefted by inbred commoticns, generally fpeaking
far more dangerous than the former ; at leaft, when
they nfe to any confiderabic heighth. It has, ideed,
been faid, that * fmall difturbances in the ftate,:d6'the
“ fame fervice that the winds do in the-air; by-motion
“ to keep 1t from ftagnation and putrefaction :” Bat
when once the winds are raifed, no one can tcli when
they will be lad, or’how ftrong they will grow ; and
that which was wantonly, or from felfith views, raifed,
to ferve a prefent turn, may, in time, come to overturn
a conftitution. |

\WVE are not indeed to {uppofe, that cvery fmall in-
quictude, every hittle party or faion, that happens to
take place, wili be able to accomplith fuch extraordi-
nary, fuch pernicious events ; yet, it will not be dif-
puted, but that they are hable to produce many fatal,
and deftructive confequences ; which, though nor al-
ways inmediately apparent, will yet, 1n time, become

{ufhciently
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{uiliciently manifeft, by a general corruption of mana
ners, and by breaking loofe from all proper reftraint.

AN ingenivus writer * juftly obferves, ¢ That a dan-
gerous ambition oftener lurks behind the fpecicus
mafk of zeal for the nghts of the pcople, than under
the forbidden appearance of enthufia{m, for the firm-
riefs, and efficiency of government. Hiftory will teach
us, that the former has been found a much marecer-
tain road to the introduion of defpotifin, than ‘the
latter ; and that of thofe men who have overturned the
Liberty. of republicks, the greateft number have begun
their career, by paying an obfequious court to the peo-
ple, commencing demagogues, and ending tyrants.”

. How cauticus, then, thould we o, while we arg
zenleiys for liberty, that we do not defpife government,
and weaken the {prings of it, by running into licentiouf~
ncli. A fpimst of fathion, of murmuring and dif-
cogtent, may excite inkernal difcerd, which may ac-
tamplith that, which external violence was not able ta
cficit, [ mean our independence, liberty, and fafety, -

WE have no reafon to doubt of the virtues, and
abilit*=s of thofe, whor our own free choice has made
the guardians of our nights, both in the federal -and
flate governments ; we are perfuaded, that their up-
right and faithful endeavours will be exerted to fecure,
and perpetuate the bleflings of peace, and hberty, and
to promote the ¢rae intereft of this people. While
the meafures of fighiteou{ness are religioufly obferved

| . 12
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in their adminiftmations, we are ture, they wiltbe crown-
ed with fuccefs. For it is by nghteoulnefs, the throne
of gavernment is eftablifhed, and the nation 15 exalted.

WE have the happinefs of {ecing once more, at the
head of this Commonwealth, a Gentjeman,® of whelc
abilities in the arduoys and importaat icience of go-
verament—of whofc patriotiim and love of hiberty-—
of who!c integrity and upright intentions we have had
long experience. - That difplay of wifdom, fortitude;
aad magnamimity, joined with the moft unremtting
attention, and per{everance, manifelted 1n the virtuous
ftruggle, to obtainard fecurce our andependence, mufl
place his Excellency in the rank of thofe great and
worthy patriots, who have d:ftinguithed themielves as
the defenders of the nghts of mankind : And the
many and eminent fervices he has rendered to this
Commionwealth, over which he has {o often; and fo
long prefided ; as well as his many publick and private
virtues, add a luftre to his character: We fincerely
Jament, that the difcharge of the duties of his high,
and important ftation, 1s rendered {o difficult and irk-
fome, by his Excellency’s il ftate of heaith, and the
many bodily infirmities with which he has been long
affided. May the benevolent Parent of the univerfe,
who is the health of oyr countenance, and our Gonp,
remove the pains and diforders, under which his Ex-
cellency labours, reftore and ccnfirm his health, make
the remainder of his days happy to himfelf, and uieiul
to the Commonwealth, and finally reward all his fer-
vices with eternal happinefs in his kingdom zbove.

‘THE
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THe patnetifm, f.-mnefs, and inflexible attach-
meat to the interefts of his country, manifefted by his
Honor, the Licutenant-Governor,* through a long
fcries of years, jultly entitle him to the fecond rank in
government : And the great unanimity, with which
his Excellency and Honor heve, fo repeatedly, been
cleCted to thewr reipeive honourable ftations, by the
unbiafled fuffrages of their fellow-citizens, is the high-
eft atteftationi of their menit, To the gracious pro-
teciion of almighty Gop we commend them both ;
befeechinug Lim to grant them wifdom from above ; and
grace to- unprove thar diftinguithed talents, in pro-
moting the true intereft of this Commonwealth and
the United Qtatcs, | S

THE Gentlcmen, who compofe thc two branches of
the General Court, have, many of them, the fatisfaction
of ref leéting, that their former fervices have proved ac-
ceptable to the multitude of their brethren, by their
being r-clccmd into the important department of le-
giflation. In filling up the few vacant feats in the Se-
nate, and in choofing an execytiye Council, for the en-
fuing year, which is the firft obiect of their concern,
they will not be influenced by perfonal or nterefted
views ; but will ele&t {uch out of thofe, who are the
{fubjects of their choice, as are able men ; fuch as fear
Gob ; men of truth, hating covetoufnefs.

IT has indeed been doubted by fome, whether this
rule thould, in all cafes, be ftrictly adhered to ; whether
a man who is not of this defcription, who 1s not a man
of rigid problty ; who does not appear to have the fear

of
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6f Gob before his eves, and to be governed by a facred

regard to his laws, may not ftill, in a political capacity,
be entitled to great merit; and be a proper perfen to be
concerned ir guiding the helm of ftate. Long expe-
rience in civil affairs, it is faid—a fuperior knowledge of
the laws—a facility of {peaking and of difpatching bufi-
nefs—the difcovery of aits ufeful ¢o government;, are
qualifications neceffary to promote the good of the
ftate, which is the main end of all governtnent.

PeruArs we inav allow of the exception, provided
there is nothing in the pe:onal chara&er of fuch, front
which the ftate may apprehend pr=ater dangcr, or in<
_convenience, than 1t can expeét good, m,.- tﬁeu ca-
pacuy to ferve 1t.

~ SnLL’it holds good, that men of probity,—of vir-

tue,~—of religion ought, in alt well regulated flates, to
be the objets of the people’s choice, both from the
natural tendency of virtue to promote the happinefs
of a nation, and from the influence of a good exam-
ple ; which has, in perfons diftinguithed by the con-
fidence of their brethren, a fenfible and powerful in-
Auence towards rendering religion and virtue more
generally efteemed, and pra&ifed. This confideration
will have the greater weight; if we refle, that (as we
have thewn) moft of the flourithing ftates in the
world, have owed their origin and increafe to virtue
and nighteoufne(s ; fo, as the manners of the people
grew more diffolute and corrupt, they gradually de-
chned in power, in wealth, 1n credit.

It
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It would be going out of my proper fphere, and
perhaps invading the province of the Chief Magiftrate,
to enter into a detail of thofe objets, which claim the
attention of the General Court, in their prefent or fu-
turc feflions, in the ¢ourfe of this year. Their own
good fenfe, their political knowledge, and their per-
fect acquaintance with the internal ftate of the Com-
monwealth, will point out, and lead them to adopt
fuch meafures, as prefcnt exigencies require.

Ovr civil fathers, however, will permit me to re-
mind them, that it is righteoufnefs only which exalteth
a nation ; that it can never be good policy to tranfgre(s
the facred rules of juftice and fidelity ; and, that the
grand fecret of pohtical wifdom 1s to maintain a ftca-
dy and untainted integritv. They will, therefore, for
the fupport of publick faith and honour, as well as do-
meftick tranquillity, pay the ftricteft attention to com-
mutative juftice and equity, by a faithful obfervance
and tulfilment of all publick cngagements ; remem-
bering that publick contraéts are as binding, as pri-
vate ones can be fuppofed to be ; and ought to be dif-
charged with the fame good faith and punétuality ;
and that no nation can make the leaft pretenfion to
the chara&er of a righteous one, that does not pay a
facred regard to its promifes and contralts,

Trev will maintain igviolate, by a firit adherence
to its original principles, our happy conflitution of
aovernment ; and, for the purpofes of national hap-
pinets and glorv, they will {fupport and flrengthen the
tederal government of the United States, by everv

confhitutional
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tonfututional means in their power ; fully perfuaded
that the continuance of our national government 1s
eflential to our indcpendence, our fafety, our very
¢xiftence as an empure.

Owr civil rulers, will think themfelves obliged,
both in their publick and private flations, to propagate
a {pirit of induftry, frugality, and fobricty, among all
ranks of people ; to eucourage agriculture, ccmmerce
and arts; and to promote the interefts of hterature
and {uience ;- from the {trongeft conviction, that 1igno-
rance and hberty are iccompatible ; that the former 1s
the parent of defpotifm, and the nurle of {uperftition.
In fine, they will doall in their power, tiat wifdom and
knowledge may be the {tability o. our umes—that all
vice and impiety be {upprefled, and that the people
may be allured to the practicc of that righteouinefs,
which exalteth a nation. In order to this, they wilk
thew, 1n their own perfons, that they are not athamed
of the gofpel of Chniit, by paying all due regaid to his
facred udlitutions, and obcedience to his laws.

SexssLE of the difficuitics of thoir tafk, and of
their need of divine aid and 1upport we commend
them to him, who giveth wildom to the wife, and
underflanding to the prudent ; befeeching him to di-
rect and profper all therr confultations, to the advance-
ment of his glory, the good of his church, the fatety,
honour and welfare of the peoplc of this Common-

<alth, and of Urnuted America.
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PerMIT me to conciude, by reminding this whole
affembly, that it concerns everv one to live in the
pratice of religion and virtue ; not only as the pubhick
profperity is deeply concerned in it, but as their own
perfonal happinefs, both here and hereafter, ab{olutely
depends upon it. Godlinefs 1s profitable for all things,
having the promife of this life, and of that which is to
come. As thercfore we with the profperity of our
country ; as we with to enjoy the comforts of the pre-
{fent world ; as we are anxious to meet the approbation
of Gop, and to enjoy his favour in heaven ; let us be-
come the fincere difciples of JEsus CurisT; let us
follow peacc with all men, and holinefs, without which
no man fhall fee the Lord. Let the recolle&tion, that
the eyes of Gop are againft thofe who do evil, and of
that indignation, which he will finally pour upon the
ungodly, deter us from all 1niquity, and lead us to
afpire after thar genuine piety, which will moft affu-
redly, through the infinite merits and mediation of
Jesus CurisT, introduce us to the future vifion and
fruition of Gop, where we fhall fee lum as he 1s, <.nq
know even as we are known,
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