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SOME ACCOUNT OF SIR ISAAC NEWTON.

Sir Isaac Newron, a mest
celebrated English philosopher
and mathematician, and one of
the greatest geniusses that ever
appeared in the world, was de-
scended, from an ancient family
in meolnshlre, where he was
born in the year 1642. His
powers of mind were wonderfully
comprehensive and penetrating.
Fontenelle says of him; ¢ that
in learning mathematics he did
not study Euclid, who seemed to
him too plain and simple, and
unworthy of taking up his time.
He understocd him almast before
he read him: a cast of his eye on
the contents of the theorems of
that great mathematician, seem-
ed to be sufficient to make him
master of them.”” Several of his
works mark a profundity of
thought and reflection, that has
astonished the most learned men.
He was highly esteemed by the
university of Cambridge ; and
was twice chosen to represent
that place in parliament. He
was also greatly favored by
queen Anne, and by George the
first. The princess of Wales
afterwards queen consort of
Enzland, who had a tarn for
philosophical imquiries, used fre-
quently to propose questions to
him. This princess had a great
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regard for him; and often de-
clared, that she thought herself
happy to live at the same time
as he did, and to have the pleasa
ure and advantage of his convera
sation.

This eminent philosopher was
remarkable for being of a very
meek disposition, and a great
lover of peace. He would rath=
er have chosen to remzin in oba.
scurity, than to have the sereni.
ty of his days disturbed by those
storms and disputes, which genius
and learning often draw upon
those who are eminent for them.
We find him reflecting on the
controversy respecting his optic
lectures, (in which he had been

almost unavoidably engaged,) in
the following terms : ¢¢I blamed
my own imprudence, for parting
withsoreal a blessing as my quiet,
to run after a shadow.”

The amiablequality of modesty
stands very conspicuous in the
character of this great man’s
mind and manners. He never
spoke, either of himself or others,
in such a mauner, as to give the
most malicious censurers the
least occasion even to suspect
him of vanity, He was candid
and -affable ; and he did not as«
sume any airs of superiority over
those with whom he associated.
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He never thought either his merit
or his reputation, sufficient to
excuse him from any of the com.-
mon offices of social life. Though
he was firmly attached to the
church of England, he was averse
to the persecution of the Non.
conformists. He judged of men
by their conduct: and the true
schismatics, in his opinion, were
the vicious and the wicked. This
]iberality of sentiment did not
snring from the want of religion;

for he was thoroughly persuaded
of the truth of Revelation; and
amidst the great variety of books,
which he had counstantly before
him, that which he loved the best,
and studied with the greatest ap-
plication, was the Bible. He
was, indeed, a truly: pious man :
and his discoveries concerning
the frame and system of the uni-
verse, were applied by him to
demonstrate the being of a God,
and to illustrate his power and
wisdom. He also wrote an ex-
cellent discourse, to prove that
the remarkable prophecy of Dan-
iel’s weeks, was an express pre-
diction of the coming of the
Messiah, and that it was fulfilled
in Jesus Christ.

The testimony of the pious
and learned Dr. Doddridge to the
most interesting part of this great
man’s character, cannot be omit-
ted on the present occasion,
¢“According to the best informa.
‘tion,”” says he, ‘‘whether pub-
lic or private, I could ever ob.
tain, his firm faith in the divine
Revelation discovered itself in
the most genuine fruits of sub.
stantial virtue and piety ; and
eonsequently gives us the justest
reason to conclude, that he is now
rejoicing in the happy eftects of
it, infinitely more than in all the
applause which his philosophical
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workshave procured him, though
they have commanded a fame
lasting as the world.”

The disorder of which he died,
was supposed-to be the stone in
the bladder; which was, at times,
attended with so severe parox-
ysms, as to occasion large drops
of sweat to run down his face.
In these trying circumstances,
he was never heard to utter the
least complaint, nor to express
the least impatience.

He departed this life in the-
eighty-fifth year of his age ; and
in his principles and conduct
through life, has left a strong and
comfortable evidence, that the
highest intellectual powers har-
monize with religion and virtue 3
and that thereis nothing in chris.
tianity, but what will abide the
scrutiny of the soundest. and
most enlarged understanding.

How great and satisfactory a
confirmation is it to the sincere,
humble Christian, and wwhat an.
insurmountable barrier does it,
present to the infidel, to perc_eue o
in the list of Christian believers,
the exalted and vencrable names of
Bacon, Boyle, Locke, Newton,
Addison,andLyttelton! men who.
must be acknowledged to be ors-
naments of human nature, when;
we consider the wide compass of
their abilities, the great extent of
their learning and knowledge,
and the piety, integrity, and be-
neficence of their lives. These
eminent characters firmly adher-
ed to the belief of christianity,
after the most diligent and exact
researches into the life of its
Founder, the anthenticity of its
records, the completion of its
prophecies, the sublimity of its
doctrines, the purity of its pre-
cepts, and the arguments of its
adversaries, Murray.



