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P R E F A C L

NOT long after my harmony of the Goipels was publifhed, a review of
the fubject convinced me that the manner in which I had endeavoured to
reconcile the accounts of our Lord’s refurre@ion was forced and unnatural.

I therefore determined to take fome opportunity of publicly retra&ting my
errors : an act of juftice which I now gladly perform.

The reader will find that I accede to Dr. BeExsowx’s hypothefis : which [
think the moft fimple and natural of any yet advanced. 'That learned writer
firft publifhed 1t in an o&avo pamphlet, printed for Waugh: London: 17¢4:
and afterwards inferted 1t in his hife of Chrift: 4°. Waugh: London : 1764.
The following method of arranging the text in paralle] columns, and of fub-
joining a continued narration and notes in one view, will affift the reader in

comprehending the plan, and In judging whether I am rightly perfvaded that
it affords an eafy folution of all difficulties.

Some of the notes arc new: but they are moftly extraGed from the folio
harmony. 'The common Englifh verfion is altered,-where it feemed to admit

of improvement : and the arrangement fometimes requires a tranfpofition of
the words.

A folio page, containing fuch additions and omiffions as will adapt. the

notes to my prefent opinion, is printed for the purpofe of being diftributed
gratis to the pofleffors of my Greek harmony.

WATERFORD,
November 15 1491.
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MATTHEW. ‘ M A R k. . UK E ] O H N,
§. I
C. XXVIII. C. XVL i

ND when the fab-

bath was palft,
Mary Magdalene, and
Mary the mother of
James, and Salome,
bought fweet Ipices,
that they might go and

anoint him, |
2. And lo, there had

been a great earth-
quake: for an angel of
the Lord had defcended
from heaven, and had F
come and rolled back |
the {tone from thedoor,

and fitten on it.

2. Now his appear-
ance was like lightning,
and his raiment white
as [now.

4. And for fear of
him the keepers trem.
bled, and became as
dead men.

§. 1. THE fabbath, or feventh day of the week, being ended at the twelfth hour, according
to the Jewith computation, or, as we compute, at fix in the evening, certain women, who had
accompanied Jefus from Galilee to Jerufalem, * bought fpices and unguents, for the purpofe of
b reembalming his body early on the next morning. Thele women were Mary Magdalene,
Joanna the wife of Chufa Herod’s fteward, Mary the mother of James the younger and of

[ofes, Salome the wife of Zebedee and the mother of James and John, and certain other
women with them.,

But before the departure of thefe women from Jerufalem, a great earthquake had happened
at the fepulchre ; which miracle immediately preceded, or accompanied, the defcent of an angel
from heaven, who rolled away the ftone from the mouth of the cave, fat on it, and, by the
wonderful brightnefs of his appearance, ftruck with extreme terror the guard of foldiers who
had been ftationed at the place : thus caufing the removal of the watch to fuch a diftance from

the tomb, that they were not feen by the women, or by the apoitles, who in the courle of the
morning repeatedly vilited the place. -

Other
* According to St. Mark, the women bought fpices ~ ® The women muft have obferved that the body had |

when the fabbath was ended. St.Luke fays, c. axii1. §6, been embalmed in part. But it is probable that this

that they bought them cfter they had returned from  firlt embalming had been haftily performed. John xix.
{ecing how the body was laid in the fepulchre. -He 39, 40, 42. * .

leaves the precife time at large; only obferving that
the women refted on the fabbath, St. Mark {pecifies
the time,



MATTHEW.
C. XXVIIL.

52. And the fepul-

chres were opened, and
many bodies of the
faints who {lept arofe.

53- And they came
out of the graves after
his refurrection, and
entered into the holy
city, and appzared unto
many.

§. 1L
C. XX Vill.
UT after the fzb-

MARK.
C. XVL

2. And veryearlyin| But on the firll day| But on the firft day

bath, as it began | the morning of the firft | of the week, very early |of the week,

to dawn towards the |day of the week,
firlt day of the week,

as the fun was rifing,
came
Mary Magdalene, and
the other Mary,
they came to th= fepul-

to view the fepulchre. { chre.

Other events had 2'{o

thewn themfelves to many in Jerufalem,

in the morning,

they came to the tomb,

preceded the departure of the women from the city.
from the dead ; and, after his refurrection, many of his © dead converts

§- 1L Very  early in the morning, on the firft day of the week,

® Sez on this {obje@ Lardner’s fermons: ii. gi: and
Benfox’s differtation 1o his life of Chrifi - 4°. p. 685.
Ttole who were reftored to life had been difciples of
Chrift; 2od it is probable that they appeared to nonc
bar difciples.  They alfo {feem to have been a kind of
britfroits from the dead, in bonour of Chrif’s refur-
rection; and to have paffed into a glorified fate.

* There will be no appearance of mconfitency as
to the dme, if we read in St. Mark, . 2, ZaTHAT e ;
which is the reading of Beza’s mf. and of Gregorius
Nyflenfis; as zrien?s occurs in Cod:'. Cantzbr. Co'bere.
zud in Auvguflin. See Grefbach. Nov. Teft. 8o.
. Halz 1777

© St John meations Mary Magdalene alone, becaufe
be meant to ftate at largs her condu in this tranfac-
tion, and Jefus’s appearance to her.  St. Mark refers
to this appearance, c. xvi. 905 2od fating it fully was
2 very proper topic in St. John's funnlemental hiftery.
But St. John's filence abont thofe who accompanied
Mary Magdalene to the fepulchre does not exclude
them. Thas, Luke xxiv, 12, Peter Oy {5 men-

tioned ; and. yet John accompanied him 1

in the morning, when
it was yet dark,

Mary Magdalene com-
eth

to the fepulchre,

Jelus had rifen

had alfo rifen, and had

the women © mentioned:

above
John xx, 3,

In like manner, the mention of Mary Magdalene-and’

of the other Mary by St. Matther,
thele two, together with Salome,

15 perfely confiftent with Luke xxiv.

C. xxviii, £, and of
by St. Mark,.c: xvi. 5,
1, 1o. Thus

Mark and Luke fpeak of one demoniac only, who

was cured at Gadara: Mark v, 2

but Matthew tells us that

Luke viii. 27

there were two : c. viii. 28,

And Mark and Luke fpeak of one blind man only, to

whom Jefus gave fight near

Jericho: Mark x. 46.

Luke xviii. 35+ but from Matthew we learn th«t'two

were reftored to fight :
Le Clere’s rule i
one: Qui plura narrat,

pauciora compleftitur;
pauciora memorat, plura non n

C. xx. 30. See allo note®.
harmonizing the evan

gelifls is a juft
qui
egat. Harmon. p. ¢24.

Howerer, St. John intimates that Mary Magdalene had

attendants.

For her words to Peter and John were ;

** They have taken away the Lord oat of the fepulchre;;
““and we know not where they have laid him.”

C. xx. 2.
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MATTHEW. MARK L UKTE j OHN
C. XXVIIL C. XVI. | TC XXV C. XX.

bringing the
(pices which they had
prepared, [*and fome |
other women withthem. ]

3. And they faid a-;
mong them{elves, Who |
(hall roll away the {tone.
for usAfrom the door of
the fepulchre ?

4. (But when they| .2. And they found and [eeth
looked, they faw that|the flone rolled away[the ftone taken away
tthe ftone was rolled | from the fepulchre.  |from the fepulchre.
laway :) |
for it was very great, |

. And théyentered| 3. And when they/

into the fepulchre, entered in,
they-
found ot the body .of
the Lord Jelus. |

2. She runneth there
fore, and cometh to
. Simon Peter, and to the
other difciple whom Je-
 {us loved, and faith unto
them, They have taken
away the Lord out of
1the fepulchre, and we

know not where they
! h'we laid-him.

above -took their aromatic gums to the fepulchre; Lnawmg, by their own obfervation,
(Matth. xxvil. 60, 61. Luke xxiii. 55) that a great {tone had been rolled to the mouth of the
cave, but ignorant that, in confequence of 2 requeft made by the Chief . Priefts and Pharifees,
foldiers rhad been.fent there by Pilate to feal the ftone and to.watch’ r,he bndy Matth xXVii,
62-—66. As they went therefore, they.naturally confulted on the means of procuring affiltance
t60 remove the:ftone. But.on coming to the fepulchre,. theyfaw:that theiltone had been removed ;
and 'on"entering the' cave to perform -their pious office, they-found not:the body of- Je{'us.
- "This event- creanng petplexity as- to 'its caufe, and concern both -at. théir - ‘prevertion of their
deﬁgn :—md at the’ appearance of dlfrefpe& offeréd to the venerable remains’; ‘Mary Magdalene
_haftly retumed 10. jerunﬂem, that fhe, n,nght report this unexpe&ed and 1ntereﬂ;1ng circum-
ftance to, ,Peter,and Jobm, who were .eminent among thé Apoftles. She probably undertook
.this office, : prompted byifuperior-zeal :and fortitude ;- and mth the confent-of-the other women,
~.on; lier: affurance 'of a fpeedy . return. - Accordingly,- fhie made- her report ‘inthefe’ words ;
% They'hate taked away'the Lord out of ‘the fepulchre; and*we know>tiot -where- ‘they have
' laid him :¥ m’éhndﬂm all’ which the knew; the two angels not having appeared and
declared that ]efus was nfen, nll the had abfented Herfelf. -
t . oy o+ § L
;Thefe tvnrds a‘re nf dnubtfu] authonty, and*may be a: g]nfslfrnm v\ I:;).t 3

. I¢! nu:[l Le{dbf&n'ﬁd 'thruughnut this. relation, .city.. John xix. 20;.:413.42-
that the fepulchre was in the neighbourhood of the
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MATTHEW. M A R K, L UKE,. J O H N.
C. XXVIII. C. XVI, C. XXIV. :
. III.

4. AND it came to
pals, as they were per-
pPlexed about 1his, that

behold, two men
ftood by them

and {aw 3 young man

fitting on the right fide,
cloth-

ed 10 a white robe; [in thining garments.

and they were aftonifh-

5- And as they were
ed.

afraid,
and bowed down #)eis
faces to the earth,

5-Buttheangelfpake| 6. And he faid unto
2nd faid to the women, them,

Fear | Be not aftonifhed - ye
not Ye: for [ know that {feek Jefus the Naza.

ye feek Jefus, who was | rene, whowas crucified:
crucified,

the menfaid unto them,

Why feek ye him that

liveth among thofe that
are dead ?

§. HL Tke wonderful event of our Lord’s refurre@ion baving been thus opened, let us
oblerve how it gradually proceeds to difclofe 1felf.

1he other women remazined * within the lepulchre, that place feeming moft free from obfer.
vation and danger; but they were foon ftruck with fear and aftonithment at the fudden appear-

ance of ° two *angels in white and thining apparel ; one of whom * fat on the right hand of the
cave, and thus ! addreffed them :  Be pop = Ye afraid and aftonithed : 1 know tha ye feek Jefus
*“ the Nazarene, who was crucified. Why feek ye him that is living, among thofe that are dead ?

¢ He
Cnmparﬂ Mark v, 3 8. plains it by inflo, {upervenio: and Mintert, by.i‘uper-
St. Lnke makes mention of two angels ; but venio, fubito et ex improvifo appareo. See Liike xX: 1,
St. Marthew and S:. Mark, of one only. Benfons xxi. 34. 1 Thefll v. 3. So Herodian, iii, T4, 7.
wzy of acconnting for this is very {uitable to the man-  =aiiic Arye vad dwides 83xTor 2ok Beizasery inien, -Quoted by
aer of the evangelifts: « St Matthew and ot. Mark  Wetftein, on Luke ii. 9- One of thefe angels fat on
“ take notice only of the angel who fpake to the the Tight hand of the cave, and addreffed the women,
* women. St. Luke fays that there was anoher in ! In St, Luke, o 5, the ‘verb occurs plurally ;

** company with himgs which the former evangelifts ¢ they faid.” But-the evangelifts, when from atten-

““ do not contradict.” Life of Chaft P- 528. See tion to brevity they avoid partitulaﬁziqg,‘nften'nti‘ri—
2DOve note ©,

bute to many what is faid or done by {ingle perfons.
' Thaefe anzels are called men by St Luke, andone As Mauh. Xv. I, 12. Luke xx. 21, 3. John xi; 8,

cf them is called a young man by St. Mark, from the See more, Fol. Harmony : §. 141 :-where the difference
{nape which they aflomed. Compare Luke xxiy, 23. 1n the words here attributed to the angel is alfe ac-

CAdGs 1. 10, ) counied for, by {hewing that the manner of the evan-
* Though, in the eftzblithed verfion, Luke xxiv. 4 gelifts is, to regard the fenfe rather than the precife

15 rendered ““ two men flood by them,” the original terms.
word does not neceflzri y mnport a pofture; but may = In St. Matthew, . 3y ueic is ufed in oppofition
be rendered “ 2ppeared to them ;” or, © fuddenly ap- to the foldiers, who had been-ftruck with great fear at
“prared to them.” Accordingly, H. Stephens ex-  the carthquake and appearance of the angels. Ib; v, 4.

(T L |
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MATTHEW, | M ARK
C. XXVIIL C. XVL

6. Heis not here: for | heis rifen, heisnothere:
he is rifen,
as he faid ;

come, fee| behold the place where

the place where the|they laid him.
Lord lay,

. Anddepart quick-{ 4. But depart, tell
ly, and tell his dilciples | his difciples, and Peter,
* that he 1s rifen |

from the dead ; and be-

hold, he will go before | that he will go before

you into Galilee : there |youinto Galilee: there

fhall ye fee him : fhall ye fee him, as he
faid unto you.

lo, 1 have told you.

8. And they went| 8.Andtheywentout,
quickly out of the fe- jand fled from the fe-
pulchre, pulchre ; for trembling
with fear and great joy,|and amazement {eized
{them: nor faid they any

thing to any one: for
| they were afraid.

L U K E,
. €, XXIV,

6. He is not here,but
15 rifen : '

rememberhow he fpake
unto you when he was
yet in Galilee,

7. Saying ; The Son
of man muft be deliver-
ed up into the hands of
finners, and be cruci-
fied, and the third day

rife again.

8. And they remem-
bered his words ;

JOHN. --

¢ He is not here; but is rifen, as he foretold. Come, fee the place where the Lord lay.
¢ Remember how he fpake to you, when he was formerly in Galilee, and faid ; ¢ The Son of man
¢ muft be delivered up into the hands of finners,  and-be crucified, - and. rife again on the third
¢ day.’ ¢ But depart ipeedily, and tell his difciples, and Peter”® in parricular, that he is rifen
““ from the dead, and that he will'go before you into' Galilee : ‘there fhall ye, and many of his
¢ dilciples, fee and converfe with bim, according as he formerly aflured you. Thus have I
“ told you what deferves attention and belief.”” The women recolle®ed the words of Jefus
which the angel referred to. And they haltily went out of the fepulchre, with a mixture of
fear, amazement, and joy; and, in this °ftate of mind, they related thefe-circumftances to

» This diftin&t mention of Peter was defigned as
matter of confolation to him, after his fall. It had
the fame moral effet, whether Peter was told that his
name was {pecified by the angel, after that apoitle had
gone to the fepulchre or before, R

none

* St. Mark, v. 8. feems to intimﬁtc that they dreaded

the malice of the powerful Jews; not knowing how
far it might extend itfelf, cven towards their Mafter

reftored to life, as well as towards his difciples. -
B ‘ :
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MATTHEW. M ARK L UK E. ] OHN,
C. XXVIIL C. XXIV. C. XX.
and g. And returnedfrom‘
ran to tell his didciples. the fepulchre, and told

all thefe things to the
eleven, and to all the
reft.

10. Now 1t wasMary
Magdalene,and Joanna,
and Mary the mother of
| James, and the other
wwomen that were with
them, who reported
thefe things to the apo-
ftles.

i1. And their words
feemed to them as 1dle
tales, and they difbe-
lieved them.

§. IV.

12. BUT Peterarofe,| 3. Peter therefore
and ran to the fepul-|went forth, and that
chre, other difciple, and ihey

came to the {epulchre,
4. Now they boihran
| together: but the other
diiciple outran Peter,

and came firlt to the fe-
I pulchre.

s. And when he had
ftooped down to look
in, he faw the linen
bands lying; but he

went not i,

none on their way to Jerufalem, whither they ran to inform Jefus’s difciples. They accordingly
communicated all thefe particulars to {uch of the ?eleven apolltles, and of the other dilciples,

as they faw during their fhort continuance in the city : but their relation did not receive the
leaft degree of credit.

€. IV. In confequence of Mary Magdalene’s report, Peter and john ran to the fepulchre.
John arrived firft, ftooped down to look into the mouth of the cave, and faw the linen bandages
which had covered Jefus’s body, but was not fo curious or courageous as to enter the tomb.

Sinon

? The Eleven, Luke o. g, may mean the apofilesin  reported to the reft of the apofties, and to many dil-
peneral, withont including Peter and John. 'Thus, ciples alfo, the vifion-and meffage of the angels. See
Mark xvi. 14, the phrafe does not comprehend St.  Benfon. 4°. p. 31. Luke xx:iv. 24, admits of this
Thomas; zs we j=arn from John xx. 24. Luke xxiv. 9, explanation : And fome of thole who were with us,
10, may be thos underftood: Mary DMagdalene ac- namely, Peter and john, went to the fepulchre, and
quainted Peter and John with what fhe knew ; which  found it even fo as Mary Magdalcene, one of the women,
were the fole circumitances that the ftone was rolled (fec note ') had faid ; that the body was removed.
away, and the body removed : and the other women



[ ]

MATTHEW. M A RXK. L U X E. }JO-H N
| o C. XXIV. C. XX,

_6. Then came Simon
| Peter, following him ;
and when he
had ftooped down to
look in, he beheld the
linen bands lying by
themfelves, and he went
into the fepulchre, and
faw the linen bands
lying ;
. And the napkin
thathad been about his
head, not lying with the
l linen clothes, but wrap-
ped up apart in another
place.
l 8. Then went in that
other difciple alfo who
|.came firlt to the {epul-
chre; and he faw and
believed not.

]. ' g. For as yet they

' knew not the feripture,
, that Fefus muft nfe
! again from the dead..

and went| -10. Then. the dici-
home, wondering at | ples went again to their
that ‘Wthh was ‘come | own home"
to pafs. i

b

Simon Peter followed ; and not fatisfied with ﬂooping down to view the cave and the bandages,

he commendably went i, and faw the bandages lying by themfelves without the body, and the
napkin which had covered Jefus's head ftill remaining folded, ‘but apart from:the’linen clothes
in a place by itfelf : which orderly circumfitances tended to" theiv-that the body had not been
haftily removed. "John entered the cave after Peter: and thoungh what he-faw might have
reminded him of Jefus’s: predittions, and’ e\planatmns of 'thé {criptures,: concerning his refur-
retion, yet he believed % not.  For at that time neither he nor Peter had duly confidered the
import of the facred writings, that Chrift muft * rife from the dead. Thefe two apoltles
thercfﬂre_returneqi home, wondering at what had paﬁed -and perplem.ed haw to account for it.

i
! ! ‘ - » .- ce Thf.'.
- [
ill* . "' “ II: ] I 1 . 1 ' . 1 ] ! . § . . . '
-

1 St. John’s be]u:f accordmg to, the commbn reads mrly e*-cpunged the negatwe p'!rtlc]e, thmkmg that it
g, is inconfiftent “nh l\Iark K¥ie11 na}r, it s in-; t;anveygd araﬂt&mn on the apoliles whf:rcas it 15 an
conli ﬂent with the fullowmg verfc, whlch,,as Welt  eminent prnuf of* his humility ahd wracuy and 1
abferves p. §o, contains a fost of excuf¢ for not be-- may add of his delicacy; for he makes direCt men-
lieving that ]::fus was rifen. I have no- doubt but that  tion of his § own unbelicf only.
the rc'uhng in Beza’s mf. is the true ope;, thuughf " 'This may be chiefly inferred from thnfe prq he— ,

Harwood in his ufeful Greek teftament does ot c:es '“hlch dr:fcribc a trmmph'mt Mcﬂ]ah fuch a8
ncInpt 1t xas 40 X2l &% imicEcn. Q0mMeE lﬂ_]lldlClOllS critic pr 11, cx. Il llil 10—12,
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C. XX.

§. V.

11. BUT Mary ftood
without at the fepul-
chre, weeping : and as
fhe wept, fhe ftooped
down to look into the
fepulchre;;

12. And feeth two
angels in white, fitting,
the one at the head,
and the other at the
feet, where the body of
Jefus had lain.

13. And they fay
unto her, Woman,
Why weepeft thou?
She faith unto them,
Becaufe they have tak-
en away my Lord, and
I know not where they
bave laid him.

The evidence for our Lord’s refurretion had proceeded thus far, and had been thus far
ftated to his followers in Jerufalem, when the two diiciples left the company of their Chriftian
breihren, for the purpofe of going to Emmaus. Luke xxiv. 22, 23, 24.

§. V. Mary * Magdalene foon followed Peter and John to the fepulchre; and, the other

* women not having had time to communicate their meflage and to return, fhe remained there
alone after the two apoftles had left it, ftanding at its entrance, and fthedding tears for the
removal of the body ; not having yet received {uch great confolation as the affurance of angels
that her Lord was rifen from the dead. In thefe arcumitances, it was natural that fhe fhould
acain ftoop down aad look into the fepulchre. Upon this the two angels, who had before
a;peared to the other women, were feen by her allo, fitting, in honour of Jefus, one at the
head and the other at the feet, where his body had lain. "They afked her why the wept,  Ohe
replied, becavfe the body of her Lord bad been removed, but to what place the knew not.

* I+ appears from Joba xx. 11, and Mark xvi. g,
that Mary Magdalens returned to the fepu’chre alone.
But it may well be {uppofed that fhe came there be-
fore Peter and John had left it: 2nd this fuppofition
feems 2gteeable to the fenies of 5t. John’s narration :
o. 1C, II.

t It nzturally follows from Jobn xx. 13, 13, that
Alary Magdalene had not yet feen the other women:

after the angels had appeared to them: as, otherwile,

fo= would not have dwelt oa the fingle inferior cir-

But

cumftance that the body was removed ; but, paying due
regard to the veracity of the women and to the heaven-
ly teftimony, would have, addrefled the angels to this
cffect; ¢ T'ell me whether the Lotd is rifen indeed.”
It alfo naturally follows, if we allow, that Peter and
Jobhn and Mary Magdalene were togethér at the fe-
pulchre, that thefe apoliles bad not heaid the angelic
meflage : for, fuppofing them to have heard it, they
would bave reported 1t to Mary Magdalene.
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" 14. When fhe had
faid thus, fhe turned

herfelf back,
9. 9 Now Fefus rofe
early, the firlt day of the
week, |
and appeared firft to | and faw Jefus {tanding,

Mary Magdalene, out .
of whom he had caﬂ::
feven demons.

! and knew not that It
! was Jefus,

15. Jefus faith unto
her, Woman, why
weepeft thou? whom
{eekeft thou ? She, {up-
pofing him to be the
keeper of the garden,
faith unto him, Sir, if
thou have carried him
hence, tell me where
thou haft laid him, and
I will take him away.

16. Jefus faith unto
her, Mary. Sheturned
herfelf, and faith unto
him in the Hebrew
. | , tongue, Rabboni, which
| fignificth, Mafter.

' * 17. Jelus faith unto
her, Embrace me not:
for I fhall not yet afcend
to my Father: but go

But on hearing the approach of fome one, fhe turned about from looking into the cave, and
faw Jefus without knowing him.  Jefus difcovered himlelf to her by degrees, on account.of the
great fear which would have feized her on fuddenly feeing one of whofe-death fhe had been an
eye-witnefs. He therefore afked her, as if he had been a ftranger, why fhe wept, and whom
fhe fought., Accordingly, fhe fuppofed him to be the keeper of the garden in which the
fepulchre was ; (John xix. 41;) and, in cale he had removed the body, defired information
where he had laid it, that the might reltore it to the tomb and reembalm-it. Upon this Jefus
addrefled her by name, In his wonted manner. She turned herfelf towards him, viewed him
attentively, and acknowledged him te be her Lord and Malter. Jeflus faid to her, who had .
probably proftrated herfelf to embrace his feet; (Matth. xxviii. g) ¢ Pafs not the time in

““ embracing me, for I fhall continue fome days on earth, and fhall not yet afcend to my Father:
< bllt
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to my brethren, and fay

unto them, 1 fhall af-
cend to my Father and
your Father, and 70 my

God and your God.
10. And fhe went 18. Mary Magdalene
cometh
' and told and telleth the dilciples
thofe that had been with
him, as they mourned
and wept.
| that the had

feen the Lord, and that
he had faid thefe things

anto her.
11. But when they

heard that he was alive,
and had been feen by
her, they believed not.

§. VL
9. € And Tafter they
had gore to tell his

% but go and tell my brethren that I fhall foon afcend to my Father and their Father, to my
¢ God and their God.” Mary Magdalene therefore went to [erufalem, and told what fhe had
feen 2nd hezrd to the dilciples, who were mourning and weeping for the death of Jefus, and
for their own deferted ftate, as their incredulity led them to think it : 1n which blameable incre-
dukity they fill perfifted, notwithltanding they had received aflurance of Jefus’s refurrection on
the autbority of two angels, and Mary Magdalene’s pofitive teltimony that fhe had feen Jefus rifen.

Thus our Lord appeared firft to Mary Magdalene; and fhe was, 1n the firit place, a fingle
independent witnels of our Lord’s refurreftion to the dilciples in Jerufalem.

§. V1. The other women, who had gone early to the fepulchre with Mary Magdalene, and
had been left there by her, but had returned to Jerufalem as the angels had commanded them,
paffed fuch an interval in the city, while they communicated their meflage to the apolties and
many other dilciples. (Luke xxiv. g,) as afforded fufficient time for the vifit of Peter and John,
and for the fecond vifit of Mary Magdalene, to the [epulchre, and alfo for their return to the

city. Bar after thefe women had acted thus in obedience to the angels, they alfo * went back

to.
he fecond it of the women to the tomb is not  own report, which related to the vifion of the angels
cireclly mentioned; but may be inferred from the and the angelic aflurance that Jefus was rifen : whereas,
combined narration of the evangelifis: as the fecond  if Jefus himfelf had then appeared to them, they could
vifit of Mary Magdalene 1s pot exprefsly related by St.  not have omitted fo grand and fupertor a circumitance.
Joha, bat 15 dedacible from his ingle narration. That  (2.) That they went once without feeing Jelus, 1s
thefe women did adtealiy vihit the fepulchre 2 fecond  confirmed by the words of the two difciples on their
time, i5 groonded on the {ollowing reaicns : (1.) They way to Emmaus: Luke xxiv. 22, 23: for as Benfon
went oxce withour fecing Jefus; according to their obferves, 4% 530, if the women had affirmed that

they




[ 15 ]

MATTHEW. l M A R K. L UK E

C. XXVIIL

difciples,] lo, Jefus
met them, faying, Hail,
And they came, and
took hold of his feet,
and did him obeifance. |

10. Then faid Jefus
unto them, Fear not:
go tell my brethren that
they depart into Gali-
lee; and there fhall they
fee me.

jOHN

| {

to the fepulchre. It had been a Icene of wonders, more of which they might expe to fee:

and, as was before obferved, (§. 2.) they had probably received Mary Magdalene’s affurance
of her return thither, and were therefore defirous of meeting her there, and of relating to her

_ 8
what had paffed. But finding the fepulchre deferted, they naturally determined that they would

return to Jerufalem. On their * way thither, Jefus met them as one coming from Jerufalem ; a
circamftance lefs likely to give them 1mmediate lurprife, than if he had overtaken them from
the fepulchre. e aflumed his accuftomed manner, and greeted them in the eaftern form.

They immediately acknowledged him, drew pear, did him obeifance, and had proof that

his body was a real one by embracing his feet. Jefus obferved their fear; exhorted them to
difmifs i¢; and renewed to them the affurance which they had received from the angel, that
many of the difciples aflembled together fhould fee him on a mountain in Galilee.

they themfelves had feen Jefus, thefe two difciples

would never have mfilted on the much inferior evi-
dence, that the women had feen a vilion of angels
who faid that Jefus was alive,

This return of the women to the fepulchre is by
no means a new opinion It is afferted by Lucas
Brugenfis in evangelia : Fol.vol. 1. p. 560 by Gerhard,
harmon. fol. p. 270: by Cradock, harmon. fol. p.26¢:
by Le Clerc, harmon. fol. p. 486, 518 and by Beaufo-
bre and L'Enfant: Nouv. Tefl. 4° pref. p. cclxxxi.

* Dut Matth, xxvhi, ¢, naturally leads us to con-
clude that this appearance of Jefus to the women hap-
pened on their firft return from the fepulchre.

I think, with Benfon in his life of Chrift p. 530,
that this is the chief difhculty In harmonizing the ac-
counts of the refurreétion. DBut, in addition to what
Benfon has advanced, it muft be obferved that there is
good authority for omitting ¢ Q¢ & imsgivorls awayyiina
voig pabnrar; avld

See Nov. Teft. Vieanw 1587. 89, vol:i. p. 559, Lucas
Brugenfis (comm. vol. ii. p. 1034) is cf the fame opi-

nion with Griefback. T fhall note what is not found

tn Gricfback. Parifienfes ex 2. cxemplari transfigunt

illa verba, E.EIE}?EIMI Tois pabintels &oif, et forte obelifcus <

errore delapfus eft in hzec pofteriora verba, cum eflet
collocandus ante ¢ 8t izepi veil, ita ut ommia complec-

teretur.  Dr. DI, proleg. p. 83, §. 845, fays that
thefe words Scholiaftze alicujus funt, .de ﬁ:rinm?is co-

heerentia plus fatis foliciti : But he contradi@s himfelf
In his note on the place. Bowyer, in the preface
to conjectural emendations on the New Teftament,
12° London, 1763, p. 15, quotes a curious commue
nication from a friend, tending to fhew that the paf-
fage treated of is a glofs, To the authorities for
omitting them are added the modern French, Italian,.
and Spantth verfions. The remark is  thus “clofed :
“ Allow then that St. Matthew coucluded one narra-

According to Griefback, thefe words tion at v, 8 ; and began another Twith xai #37] at-v. o3

are wanting in Beza’s Greek mf, and in feven others, and there will be no difhculty, or embarrafs.nent, in the

in four Evangelifiaries, in Syr. Arab, of the Polyglor.
-2 Pers. Copt. Armen. Vulg, 'tal. preeter Brix. Chrys.

Rieron. Auguit, and therefore this valuable editor pre-

fixes to them his note that they fhould probabl}' be
omitted.

is omitted in one mf. at Vienna, written A, D, 1192,

Profeflor Alter has alio found that the claude

account of our Lord’s feveral appearances after his -
reflurrection. It ftands thus:’ |

L Mary Magdalene, haftening from the ‘fe'pu]ch.rc, ‘

made the firft report by herfell, that the body of

Jelus was not in the fepulchre, but was 7aées
away. John xx, 2.

I. The
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II. The {econd report was made by the other Mary,
Saleme, Joanna, &c. that they had feen a vifion
of ansels, who {ad that Fefus svar alive.  Luke
XYV, 4—I]0.

111, Mary Magdalene, afier fhe bad been 2 fecond
time ar the fepulchre, brought the third account,
that the fad fezn the Lord.  Jobn xx. 18, Mark
XV 3y ¥ 2.

IV. The fourth was brought by Mary, Salome,
Joznnz, &c. upon their going 2 fecond ume to
the fepulchre; who faid that *fefus w2t them, and
that they had touched him, and embraced bis feet,
suh. xxvm g.

Thos the whole narration is eafy and natural. The
dificrent reletions ate brought to the apoftles in the
fame order of ume in which the occurrences happen-
ed. They rife one above another in firength of evi-
dznce, and in a regular gradanon,”

If now we read 223 24+ = & Maith. xxvili. gy and

the preceding words, we have inftances in the fame
gofpel where this form of wanfien is ufed, and the
event rclated is not conaeCted with the immediately
feregoing cne.  See Marth. viii. 2, xi. 2. The ap-
pezrance of connedtion, though fome intervening
1aCls are omiited, 1s accounted for by the con-
cirenefls of the evangelical hiftory. See §. 13: Fol.
Harmosy : and obferve Maith. xxviii. 4, 55 where the

circumitances related by Mark and Luke are omitted,
and at firlk we are led to think that the angel addrefled
the women as he fat on the ftone: whereas he was
only the fame angel, and he fpoke within the fepul-
chre at fome interval from the tranfaltion whicE is
related immediately before.

Some may think it {trange that there was no appear-
ance of our Lord, or even of angels, to Peter and
John when they vifited the fepulchre ; but that Mary
Magdalene and the other women had a preference
thewn them in thefe refpecs.

It does not feem improbable that thefe preparatory
appearances were made to the women partly on ac.
count of the fuperior refpect and fortitude exhibited
by them; and that they were withholden from thofe
two eminent apoftles for a fhort rime, becaufe of their
inconfideration and iacredulity at that pertod. ‘Thus
our Lord may have diftinguifhed Mary Magdalene by
his filk appranance, (o1 the emmence of her zeal to-
wards him. However, Jefus afterwards fbewved himfelf
alive to all his apoftles, and to a great number of his
difciples, during forty days, by many infallible proofs.

AsY have now ftated and examined ail the difficul-
ties in barmonizing the evangelical accounts of the

re{urrection, purfuing the fubject further is not agree-
able to my defign.

Publifbed by the fame Author, | |
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