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Defire to gratific my Friendsy hath made, againft my
own Judgment to confent to the Publicari-nof shefe Notes,
taken by omeof the Auditors, to which I am mos able to
'”dkl that na‘a'iiiou, 5] rmfon of ) l”dblltt] to 'wn‘t”
\ 1brough infirmity inmy vight band, which God hath b:es

pleafed to exercife me with, almeft wholly taking away she
wfe of my hand : what is therefore made publick is not mine own Notes,
but agreeing in the fwbfance with what Was dilivered ;. Tlss Argn-
ment allo prevailed with me so let this come forth, I'thoughe others more
able feeing this imperfeld Work to find acceptarce with fomesmight t here-
by be provokedso Preach and Print jomerioing that might be more effe@E nal
to revive our Military Dilcipline, andthe (pirit of Sonldiery, which
Jeemstobein its Waneysn an Age when never more need of it
The Love I bave for this Comtry,where I drew my firf# Breath, hath
made me Run the Gaumtles by expofing sbisto the world, heping that they
that famlt ity wil! endeavesr tomendit by [ome mean or other, and te
pray for sbe Author, Who is a Fritnd to ail of (nch afpirit,

Samuel Neowcll,



Gen, 14.14, And when Abram bead the bis Brother was u{;m'upu'v:, fe arm:4
Fis trained Servanss, born inbss own koufe, three bundred and cigbreer, and pura
[med thews to Dan,

UR Father Abraham i: highly commenced in Scrip-
ture for two things with refpect to his Family, befides
his own Faith and Piety, that the Scripture gives
account of : {o we have his care with refpet to his
Family, | -~
Y. ToTeachtbem Pity. Gen.18-19. I know A-

brabam. theve is none lske bim s all the earth be will command bis Fams-
by, and his houfhold in the wayes of the Lovd, |
3, we kavekiscare to inftrall them in Milirary Difciphine, ap-
pearing in thefe words, bz armed his tvained Servants, fuchas he had
. Trasneaup to be fie for fuch a piece of Service as God by his provi-
dence ¢alled him te: His Traines or inftruéted Servants for fuch-a
fervice, prepared for itbyinftru&ion or by 7 raining, whichis ouru-
fual word forfuch anend. This labour and care of Abraham in this
work is much commended, from hisfuccefs in War, or his martial
Evploit, of which wehave an account in this Chapter. And that
Abraham undertakes War, and fucceffully, and gets a Bleffing by it,
Melchizedech’s Bleflng inhis returnout of the Field : we fee,
That the highcft practice of Piety and pradtice of War, mayagree
well inon: perfon. Religionand Arms may well be joyned toge=
ther; they agree fo wel! together, that the Lord affumes the nameto
himfelf 7he Lordis i Manot t37ar, the Lord is bis wame. It is the
firlt fong that ever waspenned to celebrate Gods praifes, in that
Song. Gad is maguified for 1his asif it were one of his higheft and
chicfeft Attributes, The Lord 4 a man of war = 1he Creation is ovees
looked, and the firit piece of praife givento God is, 7The Lord is 4
Man of wwar, Exol15.1, 2,3. 1 will fingso the Lord, for be hat k-
. A 3 Lrsnmph-
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trimphe 1 glavionfly, the horfe and his Rider hathhecaft snto the Sea,
the Lordisa Manof warythe Lord is bis name.

In this Chapter we have the firft mention in facred Story of any
warlike exploitynot but that there had been war before, as isimplyed
in the beginning of the Chapter, the¥ings of 5sdom and Gemorrah,
had ferved Chedarlaomer twelve years, in: the thirteenth year they
vcbelled, in the fourteenth year, he with three other Kings makes
W voontheq, and he overcores them and takes Lot Caprivesand
this_is the firic meition of any Battle fought, and as eminent anin-
ftance of vaiour in Abraham and his Army, asis in the whole Book of
God;for though Gideonand three hunred men, fought with a greai
Army, yetthcre wasa great dcal more Stratagem on his pait :
his pitchers with lamps in them, being broken in the night. put 2
fright on the enemy; but Abraham fairly won his battel with dry
biows. Itisthe firft exploit ofa Chriftian Souldier, the firft time
we read of any Chriftian Souldier being in arms, cr of a religious
Captain, with his Army of Religion and arms joyned together, this
acconunt of Abrahams arming his own Servants. .
.. Inthis piece of Story, four things are hinted,

1. The Occafion ¢f Abrahamsarming his Souldiers at this time;
92 ben Abrabam b.ard that nis brother Lot was taken C aptsve.

2. We have an aceount of the Genetali of the Army in this un-
dertaking or War, and that is A4raham. |

3. Wehave anaccount of his Souldiers, 1. The number of
them, they were threce humdred and eighteen. 2. The Qualiry of the
they were erained men, they hart their arms ready, and skill to make
ufe ofthem : He prefently takes Arms, he had not arms to {eck, nor
men to learnhow to make ufc of them, but every thing was ready, fit
go purfue and overtake the encmy.

4. We have the fuccefs ofit, with the confequents thereof : the
fuccels, he recovers his Brother Lot, beats the enemy,wins a com-
pleat victory. takesall the Captives. The Confequentsof it were,

1. Hegets a Blefling of Afeichizedech for ie. Melchizedech
that was cminently a Typc of Jelus Chrift. God did fo far own and
encourage Abrabam in this undertaking, that he would not let this
adtion goe without a {pecial Blefling, to encourage Souldiers in a
lawlull War.  He hath the fpecial blefling of Chrifts it is more than
if an Angcl had done ite  Melchizedech fo cmincatly rcprcfcnti‘ng
| s s
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Jefus Chrift; who isa Prieft for ever after the order of Melchize-
dech. |

2. His Reftauration of the goods and perfonsto the King of So-

dom, in which he fhews as much of noblenefs or gallantry of fpirit;
as in fighting with Cbedariaomer . The King of Sodnir offers Abraham
to take the goods,if he would reftore the perfons. Nofaith Abraham,
I will not take the leaft froma thread to a fhe: latchet, left the king
of Sodom (hould fay, bc had made Abraham rich. It thews it was
~not for gain or advantage hchad ventured his life, his {piric was a-
bove it. It was mot any reward from men that he expeéted, but was
contented with the blefling of God, that rich blefling which he got.
It was a great piece of praife (butin a bad caule) of Sifers’s fouldi-
ers, that came to the waters of 7.1xach and fought, they took no
gainof money :  had it not been in a bad caufe, it had beenan high
commenZation of them  but it was in a wicked Caufec,and {» they loft
the praife which otherwife bad belonged to them. Thofe fouldiers
of Jefus Chnift, that valued not their lives to the death, will fhew
themfelves to be of the fame {pirit that Abram was, that will not fo
) r(r; uch look at gain, or reward of menyas the advancement of a ;goed
aufe. ’
But to hint fomething to you from the words,

1. From the occafion of Abrahams taking up arms,when Abrass -
beard bis brother Lot Wwas taken C aptive, ot his Nephew, he was his
brothers fon, it wasfor she refcue of his Kinfman, To take vp arms
for the defence of friends and Allies is lawfull. To take up arms
for fuch as are confederate with us, for united Colonies or Provinces
from this example of Abraham and hisconfederate, that were enga- .
ged in a lcague, offenfive and defenfive; So 4nar, Efcol ai.d Mamre
were confederate with him. Though here be not an expreffion of
fuch a lcague, yet there was a great friendfhip and relation between
him and Les ; and through Abrams wifdome, they parted lovingly,
though they did part and could not live together, therefore Abram
cngageth in & War for the refcue of Lor and his Family,

1. Hence our late War was juttifiable, though the Quarrel
was firftly with our neighbours.

2. Hence confequently, it is lawfull by war to defend what we
have lawiully obtained and come by, as our poffeffions, lands and in-
heritance here, to which we haveasfaira title asany cver had, (ince

| R o Ivacis
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Kraelstitlé to Canaan.  Theirs was not only a gift of Providence,
burof Promife. Ours we can call only a gift of Provi lence but yet
fuch-aswe raay lavtully deienl.  As fephorah faid to the Children
of Ammon, ¢har Ch-miBtiy Godrivesthzeta | Tefe, wilt thow wet
pelfersic?  So what Gol hath provilentially given us, without inju.
Ty to others, is that which we may lawfully detend.
There are commonly reckoned three caules of War,

1. For defence of our fclves.

2. Torecover what hath been taken away.

3. Topunifh for injuries done.But to pafs by the occafions of the
War; through the goolnels of God we have peace. Abram arm-
ed his trained fervants, or Souldiers, thre® hunired and eighteen :
the number was fnall to encounter with four Kings fuch as they wete
Coedarcvmer being {uppofed tobe Nimrods’s fucceffor. and Tiadd
King of Nations, could not be a mean Prince, or have a friall number
of Souldiers - fo that three hunlred an 1 eighteen men mu ft in reafon
be but a very fmall han ifull or number to encounter with fuch an Ar-
my, an Army heigiznel with ficceis, luhed with vilory over the
five Kings ot Sodom and Goiorrany, anl thofe neibouring ciries.
Theyhatagreat Army for number, in probability though it be not
exprefled; they hadanarmy thar was heightne! with fuccefs, iheir
{pirit & courage was, which makes men a>un lantly more confifera-
ble.. Take mea flathed with fuccels they will undertake any thing,
though very hazardous. Here wasbur a lictle haadfull to goe out
ageinft fuch an army. Bur whatis it that a few men will nor dare
to doe, ifthe Cau:e, the Courage, the Condu& be but Lke thay of
Abgam.

- Bucto notefome things from the words,  Abram armed kis trais
ned Sermants © Abram was eminent in his place, |

1. Forprepirationbefore War, his fervants were trained men.

2. For hiscarriage inthe bufinefsand managercnt - of it, when,
he andertook it ol

| fhall tpeak chiefly to the firft of thefe, | |
Dodkt. Ttarthe Traim’ng of Souldiers to be fis ft’" War, isd Conte
mendable praftice, yea 4 Dutyof great Confequence, or not
ofthe lowef vamk.  or thus,

Freguene Traimings for the inRru@ing of menin military Difcipline
that theymhy bereay and expers for 1war, is a commendable p-. 2ier,

L ‘ yea
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5.1
ye4 5 Duty which God expeBeth of all Gods Abrahams in thelr refpeflivi
“plases : - that is, by Gods Abrahams in their ‘refpetve places’ <1
mean fuch as are meetly civil Rulers, to encourage fuch ex-
ercifes by their authorjty and prefence, when convenient. “Such
as are military officers, itis their duty afually to inftruét -men; fuch
may be {uppofed to reprefent Abraham,and God deth cxpeét it from
them, that they thould take care of this part, which Abrabam alted
fo happily to fo good end; And':onis the eonfequent of this fe-
cond Doétrine, It is the duty ofthoic that would be accounted of
Abrahams Family to learn of them, “whom Goc requires to teach
them theufe oftheir weapons, and order of War. Ifit be Abra-
hams duty to teach, it is the Juty of Abrahams fervants, thofe that
reprefent them to learn of thofu God fet: over them, theufe of their
weapons, and the order of War, that they ray be expert for Warr,
It isa commendation ef a people or of fouldierst o be expert for war,
that which the Scripture frequently mentioncth, I thail loek but to’
two places, 1.Crom,12.33,25,36. inmany verfes of that Chapters3f
Febwlun ‘nch as wene forth to bartley expers for Warywith all infirumiesnts
of war, f'ty thoufand that could keep rank. Here was Training up men
to Be expert and fit for Wr, And fo in the following verfe, of the Da-
nitesyrxpert fov wary twenty eight thoufand, of Alber [uch as went forth
¥o battle, expert in H'ary fourty thonfand, In that Song of Selomon,
Cant.3.m 8, Behold bis bea which is Selomors, threefcore valsant men
are abont 1t of the valiant of Ifraely they all bold fwards, being expere in
‘Pwar. Everyman bath bis fwovd upon bis thigh, becanfe of fear in the-
night. Itis an high Commendation of any people, when care is taken’™
by Rulcis, ard people are willing to learn, and hearken to Rulers,
that they may be inftructed to be ¢ .pert in war. It isa partof the
general Calling, whereto God calls every manthat is capable - (not
1mpotent men nor chil iren, but accordingvo that time the Scripture
reckoneth. from twenty yearsand upward, all that werce ready vo go
forth towar. It is not a thing by the by, but that which men thould
make therr bufinefs. It is a Cury an.l praife-worthy piece of skill, to
beexpere for war. Tobe good foulitiers s a matter ot praife or ho-
nour, which madethe Apoftle ufe it in afpiritual lence  rherefore my
Son ewdure barancft as a good fa-'dber of 1 ws Chriff. 2. Fimoi 3 It

is a ftrange piece of dotage beallen th o 7ot v Aie that
men {ltould not wfe thefword - the b oo vl e
hath been reckoned among thei-ioo® o e R
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they bave ufed the fword.Of fome it iofaid,that their bands did clearrd
to their [words they were {o much in the ufe of it fo happily forthe
advantage of the Church. The Apoftle to the Hebrews Cap.11.33.
34. when he makes mention ofthe Worthyes, he mentioneth thefe
two together, s#ho threngh Faith (abdurd Kingdoms, Wrong bt rigbte-
on[ne(sy they two may well go together ¢ that is reckoned one of
the great works of their Faithy there is not any thing wherein the
glory of the Faith of many Believers did more fhine forth, then in
the ufe oracin War.  There is no higher occafion erdinary or out-
warc', wherein we have a higher opporiunity or ufe for Faith,& {o o-
therGraces. A Souldier may be andi {hould be an holy man. and the
morefit he is for a Souldier.  Butthat it isa duty of great Confe-
‘qu nce,l thall fpcak to the Dodirine in thefe two parts.

1. itisa commendable pradice.

- 2. ltis the duty of Gods Abrahams to bave a care of this work
te inftruc fouldiers that they may be fir for War:

I. itisa cominendabic practic:, that may appear in four or five
things.. | 4 ?
y Iig In that the Lord himfelf doth claimthe honour of it :if it wete
not an honpurable work, God would not challenge the honour of it,
He teacheth my basds to Wary and my fingersto fighr. Militory skill
isfuch 2 picce of divine wifdome, that the Lord will not loo{t: the ho-
nour of it.- If every good and perfet giftbe from bim, he dath chal-
lenge every good and perfet gift as from him, but peculiarly clains
~ the honour of this gift, of giving Milizary skill : God s the Author

of ity The Lordisa Adan of w7ar, the Lordis his Nawe, That the
Lord doth claim the hooour ¢f'it, ! migat fhew you by indution of
Pareiculars or by inftances.  Every thing, cvery part that belohgeth
to a Souldier, God chaliengeth or cliims as being from bim,every.
thing that is homourable or praife-worthy, .

1. The giving Spiritand Courage to men, of raifing up the Spi-
ritsof men, that he claims as beiag from him.  fer.gta11.  AMake
ﬁr{gbt ti2c arrows, gather thoe [bields, the Lord hath raifed up the Teirits
of the Kingsof the Medes. He raifeth up mens {pirits, when they

~are raifed wp for war; God hath atand nir.

2. God challengeth this, he teacheth to mmke weapons of War
~anc the vfe of them. God doth not only give {pirits to fuch & work,
but teazhuh the framing and making of weapons, and ha:h ahand 11 n

SALy
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thewhetting and furbifhing ofthem. He diredeth the Smith to
form or frame weapons for war, //az.5 4.16,3¢. to hew that he hath
the ordering of the ufe of weapons,  Bebold I have cr:ared the Smith
that bloweshthe coal in the fire, andhat bringezh forth as inftrument for
#is work. And I bave created she waflter to defiroy, and no weapon that
13 formed againft thee pullprofper.  God ufeth itasan Argument to
-encourage his people to truft in him, thereisno weapon of War, but
Ido direct to the making of it. He whets the fword, and furbuth- «
cthittothe battel :  sf 7 Whet 1y glitrersng [word, and my hand 1ake
hold o vengeance, Deut.32.41. He looksto the forming of the wea-
-pons, He teacbeth men the ordering of the battel : God doth give
that wifdome alfo to the Sons of men, he teachcth them by the or-
der of his own Hoft, the Stars :  But morc elpecially he provideth
-a Captain for his ownHoRt, Jof%.§5.14. [t cam topafs, wien lofbus
was by Ferecho, be life up bis cyes and lookeds and behold thive (Food 4 man
over againft bims with a (word drawn in bis bar:y and lofoua Went ta
bim and[cidwnto hims, Art shon for usor for onr adver(a-ics?  And be
faid nay, but asCaptain of the Hoft of the Lord am I wow come. It was
an .\ngel appeared. Whenany Hoft of hisis called forth the Lord
doth take care,as be did for ifrael, when heintended to poflefs them
of Canaan hefent his Angel to gocalong with them;he was iavifj-
bly, conftantly wich them; for he came to be as Captain ofthe
Lords Hofts.  And therefore that good King encourageth the peo-
ple,the Lord is withusto fight our Battels.  He katha handin order-
ing the battel, 2. Chron.32.8. He appeareth emineazly in the day > <
Battel, raifing the {pirits on the onc file,and taking it away from
the other. The Raceisnattethe [wift, northe Battic to:le freng God
over-rules it, gives it where he pleafes, It isthe Lord of Hofts that
maltereth the Hoft of the Battle. J(2.x3.4,5.  Tre noife of @ multi-
tude sm the mountainsy like asthe noife of agreat peopie, a tumultuoys
moife of the Kingdoms of nations gatbered together i the Lovd of Hoff
maftereth the Hoft of the Battley they come {rom a far conntry, from the
end of heaveny even the Lord, and the weaposs of bis indignation. And
therefore we have this as a frequent cxpreflion, The Batrle is the
Lords, & hath been ufed for encouragement by thofc tharhave been
Commanders of the People of God, when in any eminent danger,
Be not afraid, for the Batrle ssthe Lords. 1.8am.17.47. That the

Bettle is the Lords, appears by Gods turning the Battle by fuch !?
- | B 2 {ial
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fTmall accident as he doth frequently: one ftore directed right,cafteth
the day, as it was witMthe Philiftines fighting againft 1frael. One
arrow drawnat a venturé {mote the King of Ifrael between the joints
of the barnefs, and that one ftroketurns theday.  Ged covers the
head in the day of Battle, God particularly faith in every thing, He

‘hathahand in‘it, informing weapons,giving Skill, raiimg the Spirit.

God hatha hand in it, and emincatly in this, s Coicering the Plead iz

® rhedayet Baitle. How weer ddc the Bullets or inftruments of death

come but God covers the head inthe day of Battle : Therefore it
isa commendable thing to teach and inftruct men tn be expert for
War, becaufe God Eath fo great 4 hand in 't, and doth claim the ho-
nour of it. ~ : .

2. The wifeft of Rulers. and holieft of men, have been ftill care-
full about this duty and work, in the a&ing of this part. making pre-
paration for War, in Peace, aud inorder toit, inftru éting fuen in
the ufc of weapons; theholyelt, and beft, and wifeft of men, have
alwayeshad a care about it. * David maue a Law, br commanded thcns
to teach Ifracl the ufe of the ow. 2.5ami.1.18. By that weaponthe
Worthyes of I7rael fe'l. Sauland Jonathan, David made a Law of it,

. toteach the ufe ol that particular weapon,that fac been fodeftru-

aiveto the Churchof God. . Abraham Trainshis Servanis. Jacob
that was {fo eminent for holinefs, was skilfull inthe uft: of his fword &
bow; he won a parcel of land bv it, that he gave to Jofepi, by Will

oathi?‘death. @cn.48.x4t.  and that he taught his children the uie
of it,is apparent by the illufe of it, made by Simcon and Levi. He had

both ufed it himfelf, was expertinthe vfeofit, had wona confide-
rable portionofa country byit, and had taugheit his children, It
was apparent they were fo ready at it.  Solomon, that wife man,
though be enjoyed fuch peace in his dayes, that itis faid, there was
no adverfary, nor evil occurrent, yet none made greater preparation
for War then Solomon did:  the Scripturs {foeaks of it as his com-
mendatior, to make fuch preparation for war : fo that the holyeft,
and wifeft of men have ftili had care abou this.

3. The comnion practice of Nations, iri ali ages, where the Ru-
lers havebeen prudent,havebad care of this: and the Sciipture
brapdeth thofe withinfamy that have fatiedinit,  The men of Laith
were fecure; in the Book of Judges, the Danites had not taken up
their inheritance,they fent men to Laifh, 7 #dg.18.7,. T ben the five men

‘ s depar-
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Repartedy and easte Laifs and [aw the peopic that Were therein theresn how
they dwelt carelefly after the manner of the Zidimians, quiet and fecure,&
had no bufinefs with any man, they made no provifion for war,promifed
themfelves peace : thefe were a people fic for deftrudion, it was rec-
koned their great folly and thame, That that was a means to their
deftrudtion, we may be abundantly furnithed from holy Writ, as well -
as humane Writing, with examples of the care, both ot the peopie of If-
racl, and other nations, locking carcfully after this matter. T he num-
ber of I+ 2l fromtwenty years old and upwardy «!! ivat were able to goe
for:ktomwar it implyes the Children of rac! with their Rulers, had
regard to this to know who were capable to go forth to War.  The
‘number of I{rael was ftill taken trom their Mnfter Rolls; therefore it
was committed to the military Officers fill to take the number of the
people, Joabthe General. and {o the inierioui viicc: -, were fent out to
take the number of the puople, and they were reckoned from twen:y
years old and upward, all that werc able to go out te War.

4. The irrational creatures, whdent by God in way of Judgment,
a& as if they were under Military Conduét, which thews that itis an

“advantagious thing to carry onadcfign. fo /2.7. Weread of the Cat.
terpillars & theLocufts, & the Canker-worm, God would {end them
a great Army,thoy (hould be like the noife of Chariotson the tops of
mountains, like the noifeofa flame offirc that devoureth ftubble. as a
ftrong people fet in battle array, they fhall runlike mighty men and
climb the wall like meaof war, and they thall march every one on_his
wayes, they fhall not break their Rank. God doth by it commend mili-
tary orderto rational perfons,whenhe tells us the irrational creatures
fent by him in way of Judgment, to accomplith fuch defigns as he by
“his Providence intendeth, when they thall march in this manner,it doth
commen? to us, that Order ufed in War; Military Difcipline is great-
ly advantagious; inthat God gives that inftinét even toirrational cre:.-
turcs;when he makes ufe of them that they come infuch a manrner.

5. Thefield or Camp hath been famous for the accomplithment of
of all forts of men; it hath ripened partsto that height,thatit made ma-
ny the wonders of the world in their Age.

IT. Itisnot only a commendable practice, but it is a duty.

1. The Lawof nature, which teacheth menelf-prefervation, requi-
reth this as a means for thatend. whatfoever is neediuli for our de-
fence, is a duty, it requircs and enjoynes whatfoever isa means fer this
ends {o that acquaintance with, or the exercife of our felves in the ufe

B 3 of
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ofarms, or cther parts of military exerc fe, may be-enforced from rhat
Commandm-:nt which requites men to ufe all means to preferve life,
todefend themfelves. it were tono end to makesa law requiring duty,
if to our might we (hould not ufe the proper means for our own prefer.
vation. Let suta Prince never fo great,tread upona worm, and it wiii
turn; they havethatinttinét inthem to defend themfelves. There are
our Rights hoth as Men, and as Chrigtians, our civil Rights and Liber.
tyes as Men and our religious Liberties and Rights as Chriftians; both
which we are to defend with the fword, as far as we are able, or to com-
mit cu felvasto God inthe way of duty in doing efit.  There is fuch
a thing as Libertyand Property givento us, both by the Laws of God
& Men when thefe are invaded,we may defend our fclves.Go.t hath not
given great onss in the world that abivlute power over men, to cevour
them at pleafure, as great Fithes do the little oncs; he hath fet Rulers
their bounds.& by his Law hath detcrmined peoples libertyes and pro-
perty. He that rules over men muft be juft. that is thould be fo, ruling
in the fear of Ged : therefore Kigge are commanded to read the Book
of the Law, becaufe it is a boundary of their authority, as well asot the
peoples liberty. Naboths Vineyard taken away by 4446 in that man-
ner as it wiis, was revenged by God on 4hab and fezcbel too. ifwe
have that that is our Right and Due, it is not anothers being ftronger
can make our Right Null and void : therefore that Law that gives us
a Right, requires attendance on the work of this day, that is Martial
excrcife, in order tothe defence of our {elves by Arms, when the pro-
vidence of God puts usufon it. ‘

2. God by his providence keeps fome Mations and people unfub-
dued, as h.e did with I{rael ofold he kept fome people unfubdued on
purpofe toteach Ifrael War. Sothe L --1hathdealt with us by his
Providen:ce here ia this wildernefs, thefe are the Nations which the Lord
left to prowve Ifrael by, thofe that had not known the Wars of Canaan,
only that the generations might know to teach them War, fxig.3.1,z.
scwas the duty of Ifrael therefore to learn, that they might be expert
for war; for God left fome nations unfubdued on purpofe to teach them
war. Sothe Lord hath dealt with us, though be hath givenus agood
Country, yet not that full poffefiion, but that there are fome which cu
{ad experience hath taught us, they have been leit to teach us war, and
therefore itisa duty to keep up {uch military exercifes, as may make us
expert for VVar,

3, Qur Saviour Chrifts Command! js an Argument that it is a Duty,

v
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Ve that bhath wor 4 Swovd, [t him el bis garment and buy ome Luk.22.36) |
which doth inferthelearning, the ufe ofit, or whetfoever is needfull
to defeird our febves in troublefome times. It is the duty and wifdome
of any people to put themfelves infucha pofture. as they may be fir to
.detend themfelves : and our Saviours Command, thews alfo the ufe of
a fword isas ncedfull as a garment he that Liath not a fword, let him fel
his Garmentand buy one. Alfo when our Saviour tellsus, in rhe laster
dayes there foall be wars and Rumors of wars, morein thefe dayes than
at other times; it isto teach us that wifdome, that we may be found fit-
ted and prepared to a& our parts in our day. Milittary Skill ought
to betaught & learned inthe latter dayes more thenat other times. .
4. Our Military Strength is, under God. the appointed mieans, or
in the ordinary way of Providence,is the proper and unly ireans for our
prefer.ation: therefore itisa duty to encourage Souldiers. God can
work miracles, but whea ordinary means may be had, he will not werk
miracles. When Ifrael came out of Egypt, God did take the Batile
intohisown hand. Sofrighted as they .were with Egypts following of
them in a better pofture for V¥ar then they, {o low as their {pirits were
brought by hard bondage, God did miraculoufly fight for them, and
deftroy Pharaoh; but whenitis otherwife with the People of God,
that they have time to furnith themfelves,thc Lord doth dire& us to ufe
them and they are the only means of our prefervation, they are the on-
Iy walls and bulwarks of Gods Herititage here. Gods vineyard hathns
other walls; but only our Souldicry, that and cur Poverty. We have
no walled towns, as they have in other places, our Fort$ and Caftles are
contemptible . We have not any bark of money to hire fouldiers : our
ftrength by Sea 1s fma.l,& for fricadfhip & favour inthe world with a-
ny that thould help us is not much, or our friends lye too far off o help’
us intime of necd; {fo that we have nothing left us but only this, Firft
that hedge which God made about Job, 2. Asto means.itis only that
va'lof Boncs’as one callsit) hetter then a wall of Stoncs, our Souldiers,
which , howtoever it mavfeem weak to fome,vet aswhen God made
the fear of Jacob and his Family fall on the Nations, not one of them
durft to rife up to difturb lacob and his Family.. The refolution thai
appear’d in Simeon and Levitogether with the fear of God, hegattuch
an awe and dread ofthatlittle Family on the Country round about.
the knew they were refolute men, and would fell their lives dear; this
as a means had a great influence upon all round about, that noene did
dare purfuc Jacob; byt this hath been our defence, Souldicrs have bclc:
1
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the Wall, the Steength, the Glory of tiis litttle Commonwealth;thd
. name of our military Skill,our readinefs & expertnefs in military exer-
*cifcs, is that for which we have been faied abroad in other countryes,
both among Dutch and French. What the Governour of Afanadus faw
in that little time when he was here,gave us no {fmall creuit in Hollaxd,
What made the Indians live quietly by us fo long ? they hac batred to
tous many ycars before it broke out. What was the reafon it did not
break out ? theyfaw we had skill, thar Skill in Military Difcipline
which they underftoed not: that was anawe and drea to them, and
is at this day, that they dare not mect us on equal terms.

T 8 E. 1. Hence it isno wayes unbecoming a Chriftsan to learn to be
a Sculaier, not only a Spiritual Souldier but in thetrue proper fence
of the letter. To be a Soullicris aCredit, a praifc and a glory, to be
2 good Souldier; itis {o not only to men but to us as Chriftians, to
have this added te us, tobe good Souldiers. It was a part of Abra-
hams praife and glory, that he acted the part of a Souldier 10 honora-
bly, Nay it isaduty,nota picce of indifferency, but a point of Duty,
a praife-worthy part, he thatlearns and adts his part honorably, There
is fuch agreement between the Spiritual and temporal Warfare, that
every thing belonging to a Souldier, is made ufe of to refemble {fome
Grace or Duty ot a Cbriftian, fomething belonging to a Chriftian, No-
thing ofwhat is outward. but what may be made fome Spiritual and
good ufe of: As Solomon faith, 7 bchelathe Vineyard of the Slothfull c5-
fromthence 1 Larned Infirufton. Thereis nothing belonging to a Soul-
dicr but be fuge fome {piritual ufe may be madeofit,all the parts of
his Armour,every one doth exceedingly well {et out fome Grace or du-
ty ofa Chriftian. paut onthe whole. A»mour of Gody there he fhews how
every thing belonging to a Souldier did fet forth fomething.which a
good man fhould learn and have. All'his weapons all his motions po-
ficy in War are made ufe of to inftru¢t a Chriftianin fome a&t of Religi-
on : the Church Militant is therefore compared to an Army with Ban:
nurs, for Order and for terriblenefs. Cant.6.4,10. Again, Joan Baptift
gives cire&ion to Souldiers on their addrefs to him. to be content with
their wages or hire: every one would kno w their dury, their inftru-
cticnwas to be content with their bire, the work was warrantable, and
inftruction is given for the better ordering ofit.

U S E W Hencethey are fo blame, that citker Wholly negle, or (Wehs
overthiswork. 1fthis befo becoming a Chriftian, they are greatly
toblame that do neglectir, or flight it over, de not make conitience

of
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~ of &, in endeaveuring to fit themfelves, or toteach othersto be egpére
for War :what we have fuffer=d by it,is a fufficient Argument to prefs
“this; fome have their Arms to feek, when their houfes, or the Towns are
befet; othersare fo ruty they cannotbe ufed : thefe are uncomely
"things, the want of Arms,or the unfitnefs oi them for the work and fer-
_viceGod callsto - Itisa great evil to have thém defective :  Abrahams
Souldicrs were ready immediately on notice, they had not their arms
_tofeck, Abraham was not to buy them, they were readyto purfue and
follow the enemy; they were not to 7 rain then, to learn to know their
“erder and Rank, but were fitted and prepared being Trained before.
USE.NI. Of Exhortation to this Duty, that Abrabam Was focare-
full abone, the Training of his Servants: under which,
_ 1.1would pr.opoun§ fome Confiderations yet furtherto excite and
-ftir vp to it, ‘ | .
2. Some Diredtions : more particularly, 1. To fuch as reprefent
Abraham, Rulers inthe Common-wealth, both civil and military.
2. Tofoch as Abrahams-Servants inferiour Officers and Souldiers.
. L Some Confiderasions as ameansto excite and Jiir nptothis dity
‘20 be ﬁt {:‘r War. : : |
. 1. The higheft picce of Service thatever Souldiers were employed
in is yet behind; and is commonly believed not to be very far off: the
higheft fervice that cver was done for the Lord Jefus Chrift is yet be-
hind, the deftru&tion of Gog 4nd Magog, fo the encmies of the Chuich
-are called in Scripture; whether it be lgope or Turk, or whoever elie is
meant, that ﬂ:a‘lr oppofe the advancement of the Kingdeme of Chrift:
-God doth intend his Son fhall be known and proclaimed as King of
‘Nations, as well as King of Sainssy be will take to him bis great power and
veigny and the Kingdoms of this world (hall becomse the Kingdoms of onr
. Lord & of kis Chrif.the Lamb will have followers {fuch as (hdll not love
. their lives to the death, he hath work to do in the yorld; and work that
i even at the door is copmonly believed, and ‘therefore we fhould be
- exhorted to be the Servants waiting forour Lord, The Lord Fefus is
M0k coming to fend peace on the Earth, b the Sword yReforination never
‘went onyet without ity  Look atitin Germanyor Holiand, or where
ever clfc there hath been any attempt firft or 1aft,there hath been fome-
thing ofa War for the defence of iz, or for laying the Foundation, the
Sword will he drawn upon Chrifts account, arid thercfore that confide«
~ration {hould fir us up to keep up this military Skill or Escrcifes, that
wemay be the better fisted for it.
T C 2, Ous
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‘3. Ouf own greateft tryalsfeem to me to be behind, & thiat foy,fé-;ie:
al Reafons. 1 apjrchend we thall not live quiet long, or at lealt we
have no Reafonto promife our felves that we fhall, on thefe accounts,

1. There arc neneofthe Princes of note in Esrope thathave anryIn.

tereft in Americo,but ave long had their Efpyals tipon us,as! mighr ea-
f:ly demontftrate, but the reafon of the thing it felt is fufficient to con-
vince us of this, no Merchant but obferveth anothers motions and acti-
ons, trading and advantage that he makes, no Husbandman but hath his
eye on his Neighbour, to fee how he profiteth by his fabour and pains, .
thathemay do the like; Seit is in other things, ne Plantation gocs on
and thrives,but they that have neighbouring plantations are looking or
it and obferving it,our own dayly obfervation may be fufficient té make
us believe this, there is not a fmall Ifland in Ameriza, but the Princes or
S:ates of Earope are ftriving forit. as we fce the other day for Tobago,
St. Cériffopkers,&c. iftheiebe looke after what can we expett ?

2. Rom: will have no peace with you, and you ought to haveno peace
with it, and that Rom:’s Agenisare abroad at work is piain, {rom tifat
firc-light we have feen in the world, if the Beafts deadly wound thouldr
cver be healed, that weread of in Rew.13. we arg like to feel the Infla-
ence of it, if their Councels fhould happen to fway the world, it is a vain
thing for us to promife our felves peace, |

3. Thefins of Vew-Englandincreale, inignity doth aboand, and the
Loveof many doth ¥ax cold, and therefore trouble will be, ufually the -
fword is one means, by which God punitheth this fra in his people, and
- therefore probability yet of more of it. .

"4. The Inhabitants of the land will not joyn or mix with us to make
onc Body, which isthe more likely they are preferved to be thorns in
“our fides. When Hamor and Sechem propounded a firm peact with
Jacobs Family, they cry ZLer us marrytogether and make onenation or
people : a Policy Wed by the Brench at this day, not far from vs , they
may think thereby to cfcape fome fcourge th#t hangsover them; the
ifluc of which wemuft leave to God. When God intended the Cama.-
anitesto be deftroyed, he did forbid Ifrael to marry with them : they
wcre to be thorns to them, and l{rael was to root them outin the coh-
~clufon: therefore frequent frouble, we may probably and rationally
¥eckon of,to meet with from the heathen, Two Nations in are the won
and will be firiving.  That is a fecond confideration, we muft either
Yearn todefend our {elves, or refolve to'be vaffals. It is a bafe {piric.
that of [ffachar, a firong Afs couching between. two burdcms, he f;w

thar-
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that reft Wasgood, and (ke land it was pleafant, and bowed his thouk
dersto bear, and became a Servantto tribute.  So fervile are fome,
that they will pay tribute to heathens, rather then endure a little diffi-
-culty.Lowfpirited men,let them have Iffachars lot,that make his choice -
3. The World, howkver pride and lut difpofe: them to quarrel, yct
are not difpefed tobrecd upfouldiers, there is fuch abounding of In-
. ‘temperance, or debauching that doth wound m:ns Confciences, and in
the day of danger and trouble will fly in their faces, wounded Confci-
ences will be felt then, as it was in the cafe of Jofephs brethrcn, when
they were in diftrefs, they cry, we axe verily gaslty concerming orr Bre-
tker: many humane ftories might be mentioned for the confirmation of
ttis. Takeone. A Captainin the Low Countryes chal'enged Major-
cneral Skiponw; the Lord Peer hearing ofit, told them, to morrow
1 intend to affault fuch a Tewn, and then | fhall fee who will be the
beit Souldier : accordinglya breach being made in the Wall, this
Bravado was commanded to enter, but would not, faying, I am not fit
to dye. Confcience will fly in mens faces, when ihey have eminent ap-
prehenfions of death: a man that did not know how to put onhis Spur
right, if an honeft man,was woat to be accounted a fitter perfon to make
a Souldier, then thofe that would cry God dems me at every word,
that {light and defpife Hell, and eternal Damnation. Tntemperance,
Luxury, filthinefs, and uncleanefs in the world doth fo debauch men,
they are not like to breed up Souldiers for Chrift, to do fzrvice for
Chrilt; he that frivech for Maftery muft be semperdse in all things. 1 will
tell you how we breed up Souldiers, both in old Bagland and New, eve -
£y Farmers Son, when he goes to the Market-Town, muft have money
in his purfe; and whenhe meets with his Companpions, they goe to the
Tavern or Ale-houfe, and feldome away before Prunk, or well tipled.
Itis rare to find men that we can call Drunkards, but there are abun-
dance of Tiplers in New-Engiand. This makes Youth effeminate
and wanton, befides the injury to mens Confciencesy this doth
make men not {o bold, The Righteous are bold as a Lion, Prov.28.1.
It hath been a queftion whether Athicfme or Piety have
madethe bztter Souldiers 7 late experience as well as thisof dbra-
kam doth teachus, that a well eftablifbed Confcience, is better then
a fearcd Confeience to fill a man with Courage : fomc fill themnfelves
with drink, to make them forget the fear of death, but Dsv:d that was
a couragious Souldier, knew no way {o fit to animatc his Spiritasto go
to the promife of God; to encourage himfelf i God, fulnefs of Corg
Ca a ' an:
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and wine cannot heightenand raife the fpirits ofmen, fo as affutance
of the love of God. Pfal.4.6.7.a well etablithed Confcience, Faith
in the promifes, is above all fuch meansas the poor fimple finfull world
ulzth.  That Atheifme cannot do fo much asa good Conlcience,may
appear from two Reafons. *
1. Becaufe an Atheit hathno affurance of a Reward, whereas a
Believer ha:h. That fhould make a Believer more couragious, becaufe
he 1s fure of a Reward : «when a man goes to the Bartle itis uncertain
whether he fhail out-live the Battle, and alfo it is uncertain whethep
he (hall havethe victory; and if either of thefe happen,an Atheift hath
no reward, ifhe loofe the day or loofe his life : but a true Chriftian is
affured of his Reward. He that doth what he doth, as fervice to God
we {now our labour is ot in vasn in the Eord . he muft nceds be the bet-
ter fpirited for his work. - |
2. Atrue Chriftian is a gainer by Death; it is not {fowith an A-.
theift, 7o me t2 dye 4s gain, Phil.1 21.  Thertore faith Solomon, r4e
a1y -f Death is berver-then the day of a mans Bintk, viz. to the Saints, be-
caufe there is an end of all 2 mans fin and forrow, and the beginning of
his never-ending Joy. He that fighteth in the Faith of this, muft needs
out doe onethat hath no fuch expedtation: an Atheit reckoneth of .
fothing in the world to come, he can believe torno reward in the
world te come, that thinketh there is no. God; He cannot.be fo ad.
venturous in looking Death in the faceyashe that knows he (hall bea
Gainer by Death.- It is Hope that animateth all our work. The hea.
Non tur then that had not true peace of Confcience, vet had fome fence. of the .
bidss Au- natural Confcience excufing, and doe exptefsitin a frange manner.
fler. &, What is it fusch a man peeds to fear? it is nat allthe violent ftorms he
#or. canbein or hazzard by them : not e cruelty of Tyraats, nor-though
the world thould ruth tegether. Itis but an Heathen fpeech , but ex-
prefleth a ftrange apprehenfion they had of the ben:fit of peace of na-
tural Confcience : they knew not peace with God. A man that is whole |
and found within, may better ook Death in the Face, then any otner,
from any other Confideration. The P(wlmit exprefleth it in another
manncr, Pfal.v 12 =, He fhall not be afraid of evil Tiding sy bis heare, is
Sxed trufting in the Lord,

2. Tocometofome Dire@ions,
1. Tofuchas reprefent Abraham, Rulers in the Commonwealth, .

both Civil and Military; God expeéteth from you that you theuld a&.

Abrahams part, 1, ] would fpeak a few words of Encouragement to
| | you. -
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you. 2. BywayofDire&tion.  For Exconrdgement. -

1. Through the goodnets and favousrof God, you have a people-un -
cer-you that have Spirit and Conrage enough . that havea large fhare
ofthat : a great blefling to this country; a mercy that we haveall caufe
to blefs God for : there hath rather been an excefs of Courage thendc-
fe&t or want of it; moft of our loflés have been occafioned meerly by it.
You have mien full of a&ivity and Courage, forward enough, notwith-
ftanciing canger. You have a People bred up in this Country, that have
the heart of Lions, 1 Chron.12.8. Or Lion-like men. 1Chron.1r.22.
What isfaid of the Horfe, one may by way of fimilitude apply to meén,
Hemocks at fearyhe isnot afraid, seither tarns he hack from the fword.
Job.39.22-~25. Ifpeakthis becaufel have feen and heard fomething -
my felf of the Gourage of Souldiers, that hath been better and morc re- |
frefhing then the greateft Daintyes or Feaft could be: to -fce the
hearts of men raifed in danger, rather then caft downwithit. The [pi-
rits of men to be raifed and heightned in danger,if we had the Mines of
Mexico and Pery, it would not be fucha mercy and bleding td'the
Countryas this is. - '

2. Lhey canendure hardnefs, that is another thing by way of en-
couragement to Rulers, thatisa grear mercy. A tender, foftly, effemi-
natc People isa curfe and mifery, wher God is pleafed to framea peo-
Pleto befuch. And by the way, 1might enceurage Rulers, Go--
vernours and Parentsto train & bring up their Children in fuch manner
that they may endure Hardne(s. Tho Ifaac wasa greatPrince;as the king
of the Philiftines acknowledged him, yet when he fent away Jacob, he
fent not fo much as a Servant with him; he took of the ftones,& made
a pillow of them; it was a hard pillow, had mo feathersin ity but when
he'bad the hardeft nights lodging, he bad the beft nights reft. He faw
a Vifion of a Ladder reacbing to heaven : it Was as comfortable a night ‘as
ever Jacob had.  Ifaac wasa Prince, acknowledged by the King ofthe
Philiftines, yet he bringsup Jacobin fuch a manner, that he fhould not
complain of this hardnefs, to be fent out.alone, . tolye in the woods,éfi:
have nothing but a tone for his pillow, to have a picce of bread in his
pocket, and water to drink, he did endure without marmuring and re-
pining. It is probable his Father did not bring him up delicioufly.

One leaving of New-England, id commend that to Parents. You
doc not know what hardnefs your Children may be calied to.

By 'way of Advice,two or tiree words.

1. : Require ofall the excrcifc of 7raimings , or attendance upon
| | Cs3 , them



L1187

them That Rulers thould lookunto, that they may have Souldiers
ready for any Expedition. There are good Laws, but there needs ftrict-
nefs in the execution of them. - ;

a. Keép up martiat Dulcipline : a Souldier is the worlt of creatures
that is not uader Difcipline, and fuch as are Commanders thould look
to that. You know the praife-worthy example of the Centurion, 7 fay
20 one goe, and he gocthy and to amother camse, and be cometh, Mat.8.9. Dif-
cipline isthe hife ofthe work. Ciptains are greatly to blame, that are
{oftly men, and do not hold their authority in the field. That which
would be no fault, or might be winked at at home, fhould not be fuffe-
red inthe Field.

3. Encourage your Horfe, thofc exercifes alfo. Foreign Princes
know they can eafily over-mafter you inFoot, buc know not how to
over-mafter youin Horfe. They thac have had an aking tooth at this .
place, have been afraid of this; that have Foot-Souldiers encugh at our
backs, yet know not how to match usin Horfe.

4. Lookwith a favourable afpect upon, and afford your prefence as
much as may be, at fuch Meetingsas are the work of this day. Encou-
vage Areilery-Trasnings. 1. Itis a way anl mezans to give encou-
ragement to dilligent and expert Men, by giving chem titles an{werable
to their a&ivityand skiil. InGrammar-Schools, to be 2 Captain fora
day, makes young Schollars ftrive at their Books. It is a way that af-
fordeth opportunity to put bunour ani refpe& upon M:2n of a&ivity,
as their Dilligence,Yalour and aétivity callsfor it. The Law of nature
teacheth, that the virtuous Skil of any doth cali for honcur. 2. Itisa
Nur{ery for Officers beyond our common Trainings or a better means
toaccomplifh thofe that are Officers, Areilery Meetings confifting in a
great meafure of fuch. Itisalfoa proper means for trying the Skill of
Souldiersbeyond what is at othertimes.

. 2. Afew words toinferiour Officers and Souldiers, to fuch as re-
prefent Abrahams Servants, labour to be good Souldiers, and to that
cnd, Fellow Souldiers, I would commend a few things, 1. Something
to youas Chriftéan Souldicrs. 2. Something to you as SouldicrsLi-
teral,or men. .

1. Sometl.ing as Chriftian-Souldiers, only thefe two words,

1. Get Armour of proof. put on the whole Armowr of God, that is the
way to make a good Sould'ier, to have his compleat Armour, Armour
for his inward man; without there bea Guard to that, there will be a
Failing : if the Confcience be woundgd, or be not fafe,ifthe Breaft-plase

of
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of Righteonnefs be fict on, if men have guilty Cenfciences, ther wili find and fee
the fad effets of it, whe n they ccme tobe in danger, I'ut (n yeur (givitual Aymeur,
look to that Bre fi-plate of Rigktecufnels, I would comiend the kec ping of a geed
Confuience : with that kref -plate a man may look Death in the Face, When the
vitals are fecured,a man that Fath any Courage or Spirit,will not vallue a fcratch
'a the arm orleg. Ifamanhavea gocd Brefl-plate and large, fufficient to defend
his Vitals, it will make a man bold; he kiows that ordinaniy heis fecurcd as for
his life; and he that hath any {pirit will venture his Limbs, Take care of vour in-
ward man therefore, as vou would make gceod Souldiers, Lock to your inward
man, the Heart, that that be wel guarded and deferded, thatyou have a good
Breft-plate for the defence ofthat,  Abraham iizlt taught Pietv: Engage Ged
with you, and that would make averv coward fight. Forame.i to have his Cor-
fcience againit him in the day of Rattle, isa very fad thing, it frighteth 2 man far
more than the enemy, Godis departed fromme, and anfwerethme no more, and the
Philiftines are uponme : That made the Phililtines as bad as fo many Devils to bim,

2. Be Temperate and endure hardnefs, do not live asif your great ftudy were
to pleafe the flefh;one that is given to appetite, will never credit the profefionof
a Souldier nor himfelf, .

2. A hinter two to vou as Souldiers. .
1. Be in fubjeltion to Officers, to thofe God fets overvyou : to difpute comm

mands is unbecoming a Souldier, 7 am 4 man inder Authority, and [ay 10 ome goe andbe
gozs, faith the Centurjon, Luk 7.5, . . :

2. Goe to, or attend upon Trainingsas thofe that de notreckon it a Task, but
account it your Recreation, and Priviledge, as thofe that havea mind to be ex~
pertin war. The Lord Jefus when he callsout any, they thall net be bunglers,
it willnot be long ere the Lord Jefus wiil c1il cut Souldiers, thofe that he will :
nf- thall be expert forWar,and therefore let us accuftome our felves to this work,

. fatalblow at Black-poimt fhould make men love Training;the unreadinefs they
were in there, they were raw & undifciplined: let us fabour to be expert for War ;
to be like our Generallefus Chriit, ke Lord js amanof war,

Laltly, look to vour Arms, that becomes a Souldierto keep them_ fixed, and to
be expert in the ufc of them, 2 Sam,1.18, .accordixjgte thatof David, be commane

ded to trach them the ufe of she Bow,




