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PROVIDENCE of GOD

TOWARDS

AMERICAN ISRALL.

THE celebration of events, which have been replete
with confequences benzficial to mankind, i:as lony been practi-
{fed amoug the nations of the world. A facred feitival an-
nually folemaized kept alive in 1frael the recollection of their
deliverance from Zgyptizn thrallom, and an altar ere@ed
upon the banks of Jordan perpetuated the remembrance of
that joyful day, when they paffed over it into the promifcd
land.

Hence probably arofe thr commemerating ftatues, fefti-
vals and anniveriaries of the Eaft.  But however this may be,
fuch memorials are doubtle(s rational, ewben 10ftituted to pre-
ferve unanimity in a natioii, and band down the knowledge

of important eras n 1ts hiftory.

Tmprefled with the truth of this {entiment, and led by the
impulfe of their own feclings, the Citizens of America cele-
brate the Day that gave birth to thar Independence.

At the recolle@ion of this evest, the pulle of joy beats
high in a thoufand hearts, and the fong of joy-founds loud

from a thoufand tongues.

The hoary veteran is row ruminating the toils he has ¢n-
dured, and the battles he has fouzht for his country ; and
the matron of feventy-fix is rehearfing thelong tale of Ameri-

can independence.
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The return of this aufpicious day brings back the ficaes
which once were aRted, and revives the emotione of foirer

years.

Iafluenced by ouc common ardor, the patriots of Amsvica
are aflembling on the Ealt and on the Weit, on the Nosth and
an the South, to wview tihe perils and hardfhips through
whith they have Rruggled, and to celebrate the heppinefs and

ziory to which they bave attained.

Caiicd to lead your me ditations on an occafion like the pre-
tent, 1 thould do violence to my own fechings, as weil as infult
the dignity of a Chriftian Allembly, fhould 1 attempt to aé&
102 pariifan, and thus iead you into the uncertain field of po-

litical Gifcufion.

So obviaus is the defign of this anniverfary, that methinks
13y audience mult bave already anticipated me 1a the choice
cf my fubjedt, and aflembled with minds prepared to review
the wonders which Gop hath wrought for our fathers and

forus :

With a view to this, I have cholen for my text the

STH VERSE OF THE 11l CHAPTER OF EXODUS.

“ 2ud I am come down to deliver them out of ihe hand
of the Eqypitans, and io bring them up out of that
land, unio a good land and a large ; unto a land
Sfleweng with mili and honey.”

~

r HE SE words were {poken to Mofes, at
Floreb, out of the nudit of the bhurning bufh ;
‘and they contain a declaration of the defigns
of Providence relative to his [uffering peop.le,

then in Egypt, and a gracious promife of {peedy
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deliverance.  Lhey admit, however, of ar ap-
plication to American Zion. For * all thefe things
happened unto them for enfamples ; and they
are wiltten for our admonition, upon who:n the
ends oi the world are come.”

Ougr deliverance from foreign domination may
be rof 1naptiy compared to the deliverance of
Tirazl from Egyptian bondage ; and if we con-
fider the previous difficulties Lhrough which we
have been carried—our prefent happy and dig-
nified fituation—ana the means by which we
have been exalted to it, we cannot fail to {ee, in
feveral particulars, a flrifing analogy between
our own hiftory and the hiftory of the Jews.

IN the view of which, we may adopt the lan-
guage of the pfalmift, and fay, furely God “hath
not dealt fo with any nation”—in the view of
which, we may reiterate the fentiment of our
text and fay, furely the Lord hath been down, and
delrvered us out of the hand of the Egyptians and bro’t
us up ou. of that land, into a good land and a large ;
into @ land flowing with milk and honey.

SeE thus, my hearers, the {ubjects and {cope
of the prefent difcourfe, fubjects intereiting to
every American and corre{pondent to the pur-
poles for whieh we are aflembled,

IN retracing the hittory of our fathers, from
the firft fettlement of our country down to the
revolution, we find little elfe but details of
hardfhip and {uffering.

Few in number, and fcattered over an im-
menfe territory, the greateft part of which was
a howling wildernefs, fivarming with inhofpita-
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ble favages, their wants, their perils and their
enemies weie many.

UnrTED to a foreign nation, they were necef-
farily entangled with her politics, diturbed by
her broils, hated by her enemtes and diitreffed
by her wais.

GosHEN foon became an o5je@ of contention.
France coveted the place afligned for Fofeph’s
brethern to feed their flocks. For more than half
a certury fhe {trove to ebtain it. On the weit
fhe encompailed us with a chain of fortrefies,
and on the ealt our fhores lay defencelels to her
carnage. Nothing lefs was contemplated than
the complete extirpation of the Proteitants in
America, and the eitablithment of the {piritual
juriidi&ion of the Romifh fee.

To accomplifh the more effectually this nefa-
rious purpofe, they excited the jealoufy of the
naiives agamnft us, put mnto the hand of their
warriors the initruments of death, defignated the
families to be butchered, and even rewarded
their cruelty, when they had butchered them.

Tunus hunted down on the one hand, by
hordes of barbarous favages, and prefled on the
other by the more barbarous troops of {fanguina-
ry papifts, every man’s heart fainted, and every
man's hands becaine weak.

DaNcrr erncircled every dwelling, and death
lurked in every nath ! Netther age nor {ex fur-
nithed the leaft prote&ion. The groans of the
widow fadly echoed from the cottage, and the
fighs of the infant were wafted in the breeze.
The labourer was murdered in the field, the
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tlumberer was maflacred on his pillow, aud the
worfhipper was ilain at the Alwr et his God.

THESE calamities, tho’ great, werc but the
beginning of forrow. Hitherto we had receiv-
ed fome protetion from our parent country.

Grorce the fecond was a father to his colo-
nies. How diflerent the character of his fuc-
ceilor ! May we not fay, in the language of
fcripture, that now “ there arsfe @ new king in

Egypt ihas knew not Fofeph.

ArTrr the accefiion of George the third to
the throne, Great-Britain adopted a policy to-
wards America cruel and oppreflive—A policy
which, had it been fubmitted to, muft have en-
flaved thefe colonies, and put an end to all
their chartered privileges.

THe colonifts were not infenfible of this fi!
defign,  They faw with indignation the firfl en-
croachment on their liberties. The 2larm was
inftantly founded. Every citizen awoke to a
{enfe of the coinmon danger, and meafures were
immediately adopted to ward off the impend-
ing blow.

Desirous of peace, and loyal to the Butifh
crown, they fir{i addrefled his majefty in lan-
guage of humble petitioners.

But their petitions, like the groanings of
Ifrael in Egypt, only provoked new grievances
and arew down heavier burdens upon them.
One exorbitant claim was followed by another.
A more numerous herd of tafk-mafters were ap-
pointed to {uperintend our labours. tax our in-
duftry and fleece us of cur earnings.
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DesparrinNg of redrefs in this way, and find-
ing that mfult was only added to injury, and
injury to infult, the coloniits altered the tone
of their addrefs, and aflumed the attitude of
bold and manly refittance. This, however, in-
ftead of difcouraging, only ftrengthened Britain
in her refolution to enflave her colonies. To
this obje& all her meafures were directed, ull
at length they terminated 1n open war.

Twe firft blood was fhed at Lexington. Ne-
ver did an event give a more general fhock.
A f{udden thrill paflfed through the heart of ev-
ery American. In what manner this conteft was
to be decided remained no longer uncertain.
Then the brave New-Englanders, while the
blood #reamed from the wounds of their flaugh-
tered brethren, graiped every mon his arms and
flew to their relief. Tken the patriots of Ame-
rica unfheathed their {words, and appezaling to
Heaven for the juftice of their caule, pledged
themf{elves to each other by every thing dear
and facred, never to fheathe them till their
cecuntry's wrongs were redrefled, and her vio-
lated rights reftored. Thus the veins which
Britain opened, nerved the arm of refiftance,
and quickened the puife of independence ; and
the firfl blood the drew from the hearts of free-
men proved the powerful cement of an exten-
five anc indificluble union.

Forcep 1nto war, vaft were the difficultir s
thefe infant colonies had to encounter ; hard
and of long duration were their ftruggles for
libezty. The hoft of our enemies was numerous,
their refcurces great ; they wete. fkilled in
military difcipline, diftinguifhed for prowefs,
and led by experienced generals. To this
mighty phalanx we were able to oppofe only a
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ruttic band, collected on the fpur of the occafioi
from the yecmamy of our country, deftitute
of arms and ammuanition, unacceftorned to war
and ¢ having no refources but their valour, and
no general but their God.”

Durixe the firft years of this unequal con-
teft, how gloomy and ill-boding was the afpedt
of our aflairs ! Our embarraflinents were nu-
merous ; our [ufterings immenie. Our cities
were burnt or plundered, our fields covered
with dead bodies, and our vallevs foaked in
blocd. Ol the fiower of our countiy many
fell 1 battle, many perifhed in prifon-fhips,
and many became the viflims of defolating
peftilence.” Our irontiers lay naked to the ftroke
ot the tomuhawk, and our lea-ports awere open
to the thunder of Britith caunon. Surrounded
by enemles, alarm lucceeded to alarm, and
difalter to difatter. In the mean time a paper
currency, daily depreciating ia its value, ex-
cited mutual diftruft, fufpended n a great
meafure private ntercourfe, and even palfied
the very encrgies of government. At this aw-
ful crifis ! when iolicitude fat on every coun-
tenance, and anxicety wrung every heart ; when
America, like Iftael upon the brink of the 1 jea,
ftood trembling, unable to withitand, and hav-
ing no refuge fiom her enemies ; then the Al-
mighty appeared for the deliverance of his
fuflering people. The arm of Omnipotence
fretched dafwn Jrom bheaven, {imote tiie wave that
was overw! elmm'r us : it divided ; and we
pafled through into a new world, fiom which
cur feet were to returin no more into the land
of oppreilion.

Now commenced a new e:a in the hitory

)
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of America. Her independence was acknow-
ledged by Britain ; her triumphs celebrated
through the world. This event, tho’ 1t gave
a new afpect to our aftairs, did not put an en
to our trials or embarrailments. The war lett
us exhaufied by exertion, and opprefled with
dcbt,  The niulhciency of the old contedera-
zion, ¢ tormed 1n moments of political enthu-
finim, whole bonds were a parchment, and
whote commands a regued,”® now became
manifett. A dark cloud again overfpread the
honzon of liberty, and every thing boded evil.
Difcontent under heavy taxation prevaiied
among individuals. One ftate was diltra@ed
by infuriection, and eacir purfued a policy pe-
culiar to itfelf. On every fide were jaiing in-
terefts and clafthing claims. The e: exgies ot
government, alrea: iv too feeble, were evidently
1ela\mg, the bends of the unicn buriting aidun-
der and the whole {rftem tending to difleiution.
But he who had led us through the {ea did not
forfake us in the wildernets. The pillar of di-
vine glory fill reffed on bis tabernacie, and the
linger ot Providence again pointed out the
way of fafetv. The patriots of our country
once more ailemblcd, when, guwided in their
counfels by wiidom trom anove, they origina-
ted and matured the American Conttitution,
that magnum opus, which hath proved a rock 9*
Jafety. On which as yet unfhaken ftands the
temple of our liberties, whole top pierces the
clouds, and whofe turrets reach to heaven.

THe framing and adoption cof the conflitu-
tion were events, than which nothing could
be more happy 1n 1ts confequences to us—rte

* Dr. Dwight's Scrmon.
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man ; ror any thing more exprefhive of the
benevolence of Heaven and the fuperintend-
ancy of God. This was the confummation of
our wifhes ; this the an{wer of our prayers;
This put us in a fituation to maintain our in-
dependence and defend our hiberties,

Thus bare we been borne as on eagies’ wings
and fbeltered as in toe bellow of the Almighty's
i .

Hand.

From this land of bondage. from which you
have efcaped ; this fea ot affiiction, throuzh
which you have waded ; this gloomy deiart,
where once you wandered, and where many
of your fathers and brethren peiifhed, turn off
your eyes to fields of vlenty and a land of
peace. For the Lord came down and dehvered
us from bondage, and brought us up to a good
land, and a large ; a land finzlar to that which
be gave to bis pecple of old.

Tne Canaan which the Iiraelites inherited
was ditingwifhed tor the healthfulnefs of 1ts
climate, the pleafantnefs of its fituation and
the fertiity of its{ull. % <was a goodly land,
¢ lind flywing with milk and boney.  Such allo
1s the land which God hath given to car fa-
thers and to us. It partekes of whatever is
excellent, both with refpe® to foil and cli-
mate.  Its furtace, like Judea, is beautxfuhy
variegated with hilis and valiles, watered with
namcrous rivers tertilizing as Jordan, and in
peint ot luxuriance and c‘xp.ﬂnh v of culture
it is not inferior to the fo much celebrated Ca-
naan of the eatt.

ALL the vegetabic produllisns of Euvrcpe fiour-
ifh in {ome part ot the United States. Here
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the labours of the hutbandman arve rickiy re.
warded. The belds #zz:0 bend beneath theis
annual tribute. ‘The wery ccttage overflows
with plenty, and the peafar:s’ board 1s covered
with varety.

Froy our granaries the 1 ands of the fea ate
fuppiled ; by our harvefls the hungry of many
naticns are ted.

f‘

Tre land w.ich the Ifraclites inherited wa
not only gocd, but large, including the places of
the Canaanites, the Rittites, the Amurites, the
Perizzizes, the Hevites -and the Febuptrs. So
is united America /arge, estending from the
Atlantic to the Mifiilippi ; from the lrroquois
to the St. Mary’s. A territory greater in ex-
tent than Britain, Ireland, France, Portugal,
Spain, Germany, Holland, Italy, European Tur-
key, Hungary, Behem:a, Switzerland and Li-
thuania.  Tioufunds of rownihips have been
pecpled, and milions of aeres clearved, fince
the revolution. Mnultitudes are fitll penermra-
ting the regions of the weli, and converting
the forelt into the fruitful field, and yet there
is roomi—rcom for our own mcreaﬁné popula-
tion, and alfo for the numerovs emigrants flock-
ing hither from diftant naticns.

Was the land of Judea divided amongft its
inhabirants ? So in this favored countiy---the
cultivator 1s the proprietor o the foil. “ No
ulurping deipot here fixes his flandard and
awes Americans 1nto a ftate of vaflalage. No
haughty nobiiity engrofles the {fuil, and redu-
ces the people to the neceflity of ftarving or
{ubmitting to the drudgery of flaves.” No
‘each man 1s his cwa maiter, walks on his own
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ground,”* ulls lus own field, eats the fruit of

his own lubsur, and reils beneath the fhade ot
his cwn fic-tree.

Dip the liraelites enjoy, 1n the land winther
they were brought, the nefumable prvilege
ot wonthining Ged according to the dictates of
their coniciences and the precepts of his word ?
So do Americans.

IN defeace ot religicus liberty many of our
anceftors fustered martyrdom.  In purfuit of
this thev lest their native countrv, and tled to
the twiilerne/s, where after many ttruggles they
obtarned it.

In thete United Siates no civil code binds
tiie conicience ; no afluming ponufl diclates to
us our faith.  Happy, thrice happy land, where
religion ftands upen 1ts own batis, where truth
ts vindicated by 1ts oawa weapous, and conguers
by 1ts own evidence. Here light without a
vell emanates fraom the fun of nghreoulnets,
and falvation, wrtbsut a ruxtare, fiows pure
and unreftramned from s facred fource—ike
galpel.

SUCH 1s eur fituation, and juch our privileges.
“ This s 1ndeed the Lerd’s doing, and 1t 1s
marvelicus i our eyes.”

Is our prefent fituation mareellous ¢ It will
appear mere o, 1f we confider the mieans by which
ve have been exalted toit.

THE manner ir. which thefe colonies have been
preierved from Savage barbamty, trom French

* Maxcy’s Oration,




14

ufurpa:ion, and finally delivered from Britifh
tyranny, is iittle lefs than miraculous.

WH:LE 1t was in the power of the natives to
. have twallowed us up, they were mercifully re-
~ ftrained : afterwards, when they attempted it,
they were dehvered into our hand.

Acawst the French, God fought for Amenca.
In this warfare he enlifted the elements, mar-
fhalled the thunder,and commiflioned the pefti-
lence.

THE fleet which was fitied out in 1746, at vaft
expence, for the fa::guiary purpofe of conquer-
ing Nova-Scotia, deftroying Bofton, and ravag-
ing the whole extent of our defencelefs coafts,
was previdentially defeated in its object. After
iius mighty armament was ready to put to iea,
it was fhut up for wezks in the ports of France,

by an embargo fren: scaven.  YWhen croffing the
Atlantic, 1ts ihips were fo tofied by the waves

- and fhattered by the tempefls, that like the chari-
cis of Fharach, when the Lord looked upon them
through the f‘llar of fire, they moved heavily. A
part only ot this tlcet ever reached our fhores,
The admiral, to whem this work of death was
commit:ed, difheartened by thofe difafters, fell
into an apoplexy, or drank poifonand died. The
sfecond i commanind, firuck with {udden terror
from the Almighty, put an end to his own life.
rThe third = ccomphlhed a landing at Chebucdto.
- But no joonsr had he pitched his camp than the
Angel of the Lord {mote it with peftiience, and
1t becarre, like the camp of Afiyria, full of dead
‘men.  Thus the Almighty laid his veto upon
’then arms, and ccmpp]led them Zo return by the
way they came, without fo much as Lifiing a_fpear or
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Jhoviing an arrew asaryt ine aies they were delii-
ned to deitroy.  Our iathers flood fill and faw

the faivation cf God 2

THE fame providential care was extended to
theie colonzes during the revolutionary war.

AN event fo great as the diilmemberment of
this country from Britain, was not to be accum-
phihed without ftruggles and conteils. The
iffue was awtully dudious. Human probabihity
declarec againit the attempt. The decree how-
ever, wes palled in heaven. In the enzhteenth
centuiy, America was to fhake off the yoke and
become free and independent ; and already had
God prepared the inftrument by which this was
to be accompiithed. Was Moies formed to re!-
cue ancient [frael from bendage ? So was Wath-

ingion, o re{cue iiuis weitel 1 and modern lirael
of the Lord.

THE zlory of furnifhing protectors belongs to
God ; and who does not ifee his wiidom and
goodnels in raifing up uch a charedter at fuckh
a crifis ? His equal had not exifted ror ages,
and probzbly will not for ages to come. Like
the celebrated leader of Ifrael, As was grestn
the fight of all h:s people and allthar eremies. Great
wiih refpe@ to the cnergies of his mind, the re-
lources of his genius, and great with relpe& to
that divine efficiency which ftamped victory on
his arms, and crowned his exertions with fuccefs.

HEe was providentially fitted for the part he
was called to adt, and providentially intsoduced
upon the theatre of ation.

* For a more particular account of thele difaters, fee
Trumbull’s biftory of the lait century.
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~ + His education was fuch as favored the pro-
du@ion of a found mind and a vigorous body.”*
The early habits cf his youth prepared him to
enduze the toils and fa*mues of after life.

THe part he alled when the unfortunate
Braddock fell, brought his chara@er into view,
made him known to his country, and was juftly
confidered as a prefage of his future greatness.t
Thus Ged prepared his {fervant, and at length,
when matured by age, and furnifhed with ex-
perience, a vait {cene opened before him, whére
all his talents might be difplayed, and all his
energies exerted.

ArrEapy was America invaded. The roar
of Brtith cannon was heard frcm our har-
bours, and a martial band was parading on our
fiores. Every thing was in jeopardy. A fecret
ligh now efcaped ifrom the paunwot’s bofom.f
The {age worn cut with torls and bending upon
his itaff thook tis hoary locks and faid, ‘ my
fons your caufe is good, I wifh you fuccefs, but
I fear your undiiciplined valour will be over-
come in the unequal conteft.” The hearts of
many fainted within them,. and many faid,

Nho 1s able to go up and’ tht 1gf1in”[ this
people : tox th“y be mightier than we.” At
this cventful period the guardians of our liberty
looked round with trembling hopes, to find a
man who was ¢ble to bear his countrv’s fhield,
and who might be #rufled to wield her {word.

* Ramfay’s hiftory.
+ See Davies’ fermon, delivered foon after Braddock’s
defeat.
1 Sce Ramfay’s account of the doubts entertained in 1775,

by many of the truelt friends of America, concerning the
war with Britain,
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Every eye fixed on Waihuington. The explouts
of his youth now rofe 1n gratetul reccilection.
Their cholce was unanimous, and the event
proved that it was decided by Heaven. Hc
obeyed the mandate of his country, fubm:tted
himfelf to her diipofal, and locking up to God
for guidance and protection, went torth and ftood
in the very front of her dangers. Awtul was his
relponiibility—immenfe his duty; in the dif-
charge of wiuch, no cre, {ince the ieader who
went betore Iirael through the wildernefs, ever
had greater dilliculties to enccunter, or met
them with greater magnanimity.

For every event he was prepared. In battle
he was terrible ; fkilful 1n retreat. ln profpe-
rity he was humble ; in adverfity unthaken.
Not like Saul whofiew himtelt on mount Gilbea.
When /ie was unfuccelstul, he fubmitted to the
decree of Heaven, and ftill truited 1n the Cad
of battles.

H: knew how to brook diinppointnient. H:
could bear with the murmurnings and jealouly
of the ignorant. Oppciition only increaied his
firmnefs, danger firengtiicned bis fortitude, and
anuid all the perils and ditaiters of the revolu-
tion his fteady eye never once loit figiit of 1its
object—his country’s welfare, Atlength Hea-
ven interpofed, lent him the aids of a foreign
army, and led him to viQory and glory.

SucH an inflrument of good to marnkind,
bears cn itfelt the divine imprefiien.

In the achievments of Wathington if nothing
was miraculous, every thing was providential.
The winds and the fea contributed to his viQo-

C
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ries,* and the lingering night covercd his re-
treat.J

In the mid@t of danger, and in the face of
death, his life was protra@ed to a goodold age,
** and yet his eye was not dim, nor his natural
force atated.” He led his brethern not only
to the borders, but entered with them into the
land of peace ; and having once faved his coun.
try from ruin by his fword, he again faved it by
his counfeis and influence.

THESE were the obje@s for which this illuf.
trious perionage was railed up. And when
thefe objects were accomplifhed, God laid this
inftrument in all its majefty afide, to teach the
world, that tho’ he had made ufe of it he need-
ed it not.

W aAsSHINGTON is no more. This day reminds
us of our lofs, and mingles anguifh with jts joy.
Ah much loved patriot, while we reap the fruit
of thy agony and toil, we remeaiber thy name
and thy virtues., Thy rame is embalmed in
our bofoms, and thy virtues are recorded on the
living tablets of cur hearts.

Look to the fepulchre where he lies and weep.
Weep, ye hoary veterans, who once marched
under his banner, and fought by his fide.
Weep, ye mothers, for he fhielded your babes
by his valour, he watched your dwellings while
you flept. Weep, Americans, for Wafhington
the father of your country, the defender of
your liberties, is no more.

* When Cornwallis was captured.

1 From Long-l{land.
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LET fucceeding generations figh o'er his
afhes, and the infants of pofterity, lifping his
virtues, drop tears of gratitude round his tomb.

IN the view of thefe things, while you con-
template the former fufferings, the prefent glo-
ry and happinefs of your country, and the
means by which i has been exalted to that hap-
pinefs and glory, can you hefitate to apply to
American Ifrael the fentiment of my text?
Who is the author of thefe mercies ? and whence
hath this falvation come ? Who preferved your
fathers from the tomahawk of the favage, from
the fang of the papift, and yourfelves from the
vengeance of Britain? Who raifed up Wafh-
ington to fight your battles and prefide over
your councils? Who hath driven out the heathen
before you, and fet your feet in a broad place? Who
hath eftablifhed your independence on a fure
foundation, and given you peace from all your ene-
maes round about 2 Who hath done all this, yea
more than this, who hath thed upon you the
Light of celeftial day, and difclofed to your view
the realities of the world to come ?

MANIFESTLY the Lord God of hofls, the God of
the armaes of Ifrael.

Tuirs 1s God’s kindnefs to his peaple. Your
fathers leaned on God’s promifes, and walked in
the {unthine of his werd.  And now whils they
reft from their labours, we their children are
reaping the fruits of their piety, and receiving
the anfwer to their prayers.

Do you enquire how you may ftill profper,
and 1n what way your inheritance may be ren-
dered permanent and fecure ? I anfwer, *“ Be-
lieve in the Lord your God, {o fhall ye be ef-
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tablifhed ; believe 1n his prophets, fo fhali se
profper.” Is God the author ot vour indepen:
dence : Hus he eftublithed you n thes land of
pienty and ¢’ prace ! Then have you noihing
to icin Lut {1s favour ;3 notamng te dread but
his aupleriure.  \Walk then bebore him and be
ve pericct.  Let vour convertition he iuch as
tecometh gociinels. Adorn the dudune of
Ged cur Saviour.

ATtTExD to the education of vour children
as a matter of the firtt nmportance. 1t vou
wifh them to be governcd by motives, #n s
by firipes ; a5 tves men and »e! oo Faves ; you
./t e at vams to farnith toeir minds with ne-
ceflary knowledge, efpeciaiy with the kuow-
ledge, of religiun. You may leave them lib-
erty ; but it is a bleffing which they cannot
long enjoy, unlc/s their underitandings are en-
lightened by fcience, and their hearts fanclihed
by grace.

IsutaTEe then the exampie of your pious an-
ceflors ; narture ycur fons and vour daughters
1 plety ; tramr up your houinoid m the admo-
nition cf the Lord. Early teach them fubor-
dination. Let their haibits of thinking and
acting be furmed, nct tiem the camelion pages
ot a newfpaper, whofe meorulity is the mrereft
of a party, and whoie precepts change with
the refult ot an election ; dut from the eracles
of Gsod. Thele teach the trueit politics ; thele
the purcit moruis. Hence let them learn #o
pay aribute cheertully unto Cafar, and that s
Jpeak evid unjultly of the ruicr of Ged's pesple
i fu

Graro them agaird, and guard yourfelves
againft vifionary notions of government, found-
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ed on miftaken ideas of human nature, Con-
fider that man an enemv who endeavours to
make you believe mankind are nat depraved,
when God and confcience &°t) teach you a
contrary dedlrine. Such infinuations are at
once an Incitem=ut to your vanity, and at in-
fult to your underftanding, Much 1s faid, at
the prefent day, of the natural rectitude of
man, and the moral dignity of humsan nature ;
but thefe are names w:thout a meaning.

THe feripiures contain the only true philofo-
phy on this fubject. They teach, that the beart
&t man 15 deceitful absve all things and defpe-
rately wicked. To doubt the truth of zhis dsc-
trine 15 to doubt the teftimeny of our {enfes.
To admit the contrary is at the fame time an
ind:gnity to God, and an Infult to common

tenie.

Frox: this fource ariies your greateft danger.
It you lole your virtue, liberty will be a curle.
You feel fecure, becaufe the people govern.
But if the people become corrupt, where is
your fecurity ? The ollicers of government are
taken froin among yourfelves. And do you
believe an impure tor:ntain will {end forth pure
ftreams? The only way te Lave virtuous rulers
1s to be virtuous yourielves. If you make your-
felves vile, you muft expect they wili be vile
alfo. You fay public officers are your {ervants,
and that you wili watch their conduc. But
can you believe there will be peace or fafety
when corruption cxly 1s eft to watch corruption,
and fatan to reprove fn ?

THE government o’ our country is a govern-
meut of opinion, rather than of force. More
1s therefore to be feared from the depravity of
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ourfelves than of our rulers. If they becom:
corrupt, the fovereign pe aple can difplace them ;
but if the fovereign pecple themielves become
corrupt, it is an evil without a remedy. While
the will of the people is on the fide of virtue,
we fhall remain happy ; but whenever it pre-
por:derates to the fide of vice, we muft be
miferable,

Acrt then at ail times a decided part in fa-
vour of religion. On this the fatety of your
country, as well as the falvation ot your louls,
depends. Without this no people can long be
profperous and happy. ¢ This 1s the cement
of {ociety ; this the tie that binds man to man,
and man to God.” Without religion the {anc.
tion, of an oath have no valdity ; contracts
cannot be fupported ; crimes cannot be nvei-
tigated ; and courts of juftice mutt ceafe.
Without this, how is your reputation to be fe-
cured from the flanderer’s tongue, your proper-
ty from the robber’s grafp, or your hfe from
the affaflin’s dagger © I mperteét indeed muit be

that fecurity which re:ults only from the civil

Taw.

ReveRE therefore public wor{lip, and fan.
tify the fabbaths of the Lord. When the pub-
lic inttitutions of the rofpel are brought into
difgrace, private virtue. will ceafe. It is in the
churckes of Chrift that men are taught to dread
the Judgmentq of heaven, and believe in the
providence of God.

Avorp the pollutions, and refiit the influence
of infidelity. Yield not to its flatteries ; be not
deceived by its fmiles. It never approaches vir-
tue, but that it may pollute her; it never takes
liberty by the hand, but when it defigns her ae




23

its vict'n.  Ite doclrines are, that all {uture re-
@ fimraty s a chimera ; that death s an eter-
r. ik ep; and that the end fanctifies the means,
Duoctnnes, which put in praclice, mutt revive
the poilutions of So-lom, and the abomirativns
ol Gomorrah. 7Thus by corrupting the heart,
depraving the morals, and taking off ail reitiaint
fom the wicked, inndelity funders the very
bonds, and uadermines the very foundations of
jeaddy.

INFIDELITY basalrcady converted Europe
into one vaf Goigatha. Ascund its leat the earth
1s covered wich bones and ioaked 12 blsod. Sull
huagry as ise grave 1t fnakes its bloody {ceptre,
and growis dettruction to the world.

A DEPARTURE from the pure principles of
religion has been, in all ages. and in every coun-
¢ry, the {ad prelude to dettruéion. When the
Jews became hardened in ha, when they re-
jetad the Saviour who died for them, judgment
came upon them to the vttermaoit. Their city
was rafed to its foundations, their land given
unto itrangers, and they were driven out from
judea and icattered abroad over the race of the
whole world. In Lke manner God 1s now
fcourging the nations of Lurope, who have lott
their firlt love, and provvked him to anger by
their dilobedience,

WitH thefe exampies before yvour eyes, can
you madly act over the part which they have
acted, and rufh to that deftruction towhich they
have ruthed ?

Your fathers were pious. When they landed
on tiefe thores, they madeacovenant with God,
and folemnly dedicated themfelves and their
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offspring to the Almighty. For their fakes
hitherto, ~u have been blefled. But can you
imagine if you deny the God they worfhipped,
if you blafpheme the Saviour they trufted, and
turn afide from the paths in which they walked,
that you will enjoy the proteion they enioyed,
and hand down to your pofterity the b]eﬁlngs
they handed down to you? No ; if there be
any truthin God, ye fhall not profper. For he
who holds your couniry’s deftiny in his hand,
hath fivorn by himfelf, that if ye do thefe things,
wrath fhall fall upon you, and judgment from the Al-
mighty fhall overtake you. And you fhall be curfed
in the city and curfed in the field.  Curfed fhall be
your basket and your flore. Curfed the JSruit of your
‘body and the fruit of your land, thc increafe of your
kire and the flocks of your fheep. Curfed when ye
come in and cur fcd when ye go outz. ** For, faith the
Lord, I litt mine hand to heaven, and I live
forever. If I whet my gitttering iword, and
mine hand take hold ¢n judgment, I will render
vengeance to mine enemies, and will reward

them that hate me.”

Gob is not a difinterefted {pectator of the con-
du& of men. With holy indignation he looks
down and beholds the abominationsof the earth.
He has already come forth out of his place to
puniih the nations for their fins. A fire is kind-
ling in his anger, that jhall burn to the loweft hell,
and fhall confume the earth with her increafe, and et
en fire the foundations of the mountains. Hitherto
he hath berne with us ; but there is {ornething
fearful cven in this forbearance.- For the longer
his mercy fpares us, unlefs we repent, the fuller
will be the vials of his wrath, and the more
dreadfu! the day of our viﬁtation.
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TurN therefore from your cvil way; : f» wly
-«

will ye die, O houfe q/ Ijracl

CHoosE you this day whom you will jerve.  This
is no time to hefitate. Your country Is 10 jeop-
ardy ; your ali 1s at ftzke. 1t immorality, un-
picty and infidelity prevail, they wili plundc;
you of happinefs here, and rob you of Heaven
hereafter. Patriots, I adjure you by the love of
your country ; Chnftians, I adjure ysu by the
love of Emanuel, to unite in your exertions to
oppofe the common er:emies of your peace, your
liberty and your falvation. Why will you wea-
ken each others influence by divition? Are yon
not all brethren ? Is not your intereit one ? Are
not your dangers the iame? A poruon, rich and
immenfe, i1s put in your poflethion. Will you
caft it from you ? Wiil you defpife the bounty
of Heaven, and tport with an mnheritance pur-
chafed with the toils of your anceitors and the
blood of your brethren ? No party intereits
governed your fathers ; no foreign influence di-
vided them. No ; they were united ; united in
the love of their country ; united in the duties
of religion ; urnited in the worfhip of their Geod.
They have obtained the victory ; they have re-
ceived the crown ; they have entered into Hea-
ven. Aud now, bending from yonder f{X:es,
they addrels you, faying, * Children of our pil-
grimage below, imitate the example we have
left you; be virtuous, be united, be happy. Act
worthy of yourlelves rand down to potterity
ummpalred the pomon which we Ictt you, and
pexfevcung through faith to the end, come up

hither.”

YE {pirits of our fathers, we hiear yovr voice ;
we venerate your counfel. We wiil obey xt

H)




26

We will honour the Saviour you honored, re-
vere tne religion you revered, defend the lib-
erties you defended, zind prefs toward the glo-
ry you have attained. Alrcady do our fouis
afpire to heaven, and our hearts pant after 1m-
mortality ; and we truft that the God who led
you through this vale of tears will not forfake
us ; but that through the grace which hath
made you perfed, we fpall be made perfect alfo.
WHEREFORE OUR HEARTS ARE GLAD, OUR
GLORY REJOICETH, AND OUR FLESH SHALL

ResT IN HOPE., AMEN,
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