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PREFACE

AE firlt of the follocving Letters is fo aecll 4.
T r]ry_’!frff an mreditlion to the r{ﬂ, 2hat lo trouldle

the readsr aw:th a long preface would be quite necd-
f{/} aned f.'npfr!f.r.rmf. [ quil! L’.’*:rg‘br:' desain mom j} ot
eatering apon the delightful and taflru@ive relation
which the following fhects prefent him wvith, liiile
longery than while I affure bim, that the narrative is
guite genuine, ard that the following letters wvcre
quritier to me dt my I'fqﬂﬂﬂ. Some verbal rlaticus
of the fuds awakencd my curiofity to fee 4 more con-
neded account of themy which the autbor wory allig-
incly confented la, having al that time no iniention
qf 13 éh'fng made p::ﬂfc.——-ﬂu! ff.w_rrprcﬂcd _/Eu’frfm-
tions of friends buve at laff prevailed : and indeed
he publication is the more needful, as feweral imper-
efl copies have been handed abouty and there has been
aufe to think jome furreptitious edition mitht fl:al
tﬁraugl} the P"’:/} into the hands qf the puﬂfﬁ‘.

1 have thercfore, awith confent of the authory now
Sent thefe letters abroad in their original form.  Thy
were aritten in hafle, as letters of friendfbip, 1o
gratfy my curiohly 3 but the flyle, as awell a: the
ngrralive n’ﬁff, 15 . ﬁi _pﬂffn ard mfy, that corree.-
tions awere toought needlefs. I can only add my beft
aifbes, that the great truths they contain way prove
as edifying, as the fulls are firiking and entertaining,

- T, Hawels,
Aldwinckle,

Aung. 176.1.



LETTER I

Reverend and dear Sir,

. § MAKE no doubt that you have at times had
E pleaiing refletions upon that promife made to
the Ifraelites, Deut. viil, 2. They weve then in
the wildernefs, furrounded with ditficultice, which
were greatly aggravated by their own diltrult and
perverienefs: they had experinced a varisty of
difpenfations, the delign of which they could not as
yet underltand ; they frequently laft fight of Gud's
gracions purpoles in their favour, and were mucl
difcouraged by reafon of the wae. To compufe
and animate their minds, Mofes here fuggeils to
them, that there was a future happy time drawing
near, when their jonrney and warfare fould be
fintthed ; that they fhould foon be put m pefleflion
ot the promifed lund, and have reil from all theie
fearsand troubles 5 and then it would cive them
pleature to lovk back upon what they now found fo
uncaly to bear +——¢ Thou fhalt remeimber all the
“ way by which the Lord thy God l::dt]lcr.'liiruugh
“this wildernefe,” h

But the importance and comforts of thel words
15 hill greater, if we confider them in a Ipiritaal
fen{e, as addreficd to all who are.paffing through
the wilderneis of this world toa heavenly Canaan ;
who, by fuith 1 the promites and pewer of Gad,
are fecking an cternal veft in tha kingdom wlich
cwnot be thaken,  The hope of that glorious in-
heritance infpires us with fore degree of coursge
and zeal to prefs forward to where Jelus has al.
ready entered as our forerznner 3 and when oye
tye s fxad upon him, we are move than Congquer-
ers over all that would withland our progrefs,
But we hiave not yetattatned 3 we il feel the ine

| ] L
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6 [:ired - Sery Clfereatiors. Let. 1.

rimitics of fullen nature | through the remains
cEirnoance und unbelicf, we often miflake the
Lo:é’s dealings with us, and are ready to complain,
wihy, if we koew all, we flould rather rejoice,
But to us likewiic there 1s a time coming, when our
waifare fhall be accomplifhed, our views enlarged,
sad cur light increated : then with what traniports.
of adoration and love fhall we look back upon the
v.2y by which the Lord Ied us ! We thall then fee
zud ackaowledge that mercy and gooducs direét-
«d every flep 5 we fhall fee, that what our 1gnor-
znce once cailed adverfitics and evils, were in rea-
Lty bleffiags, which we could not have done well
without ; that nothing beftl us without a caufe 5
that no trouble came vpen us fooner, or prefled us

riore hicavily, or continued longer, than our cafe

required : in a word, thet our many afliétions were
<ach 1o their place among the means employed by

vivine grace and wifdom, to bring us to the po's-

{vfion of that excecding and eternal wetght of glo-
1y which the Lord has prepared for his people.
And even m this imperfedt flate, though we are
fcizom ablle to judge aright of our prefent circum.-
taaces, yet if we lock upon the years of our palt
L:fe, and compare the difpenfations we have been
Lrought through, with the frame of our minds
under each fucceflive period 3 1f we confider how
wonderfully onz thing has been coane@ed with ane-

toer, fo that what we now number amonght our
greztclt advantages, perhaps, took the firlt rife
lrom 13cidests which we thought hardly worth
cur notice ; and that we have fometimes ¢fcaped
the greatell dangers that threatened us, not by any
vifdom or furefight of our own, but by the 1nter-
veation of circumftances which we neither defired
or thought of ;—I fay, when we compare and
confider:thefe things by the light afforded us in the
holy {cripture, we may colle@t indifputable proof,

from

-



Let, 1. Intredu&ory Olfervations. ‘i

from the narrow circle of our own concerns, that
the wife and good providence of God watches o-
ver his people from the earlielt” moment of their
life, over-rules and guards them through all their
wanderings tn a ftate of ignorance, leads themin
a way that they know not, till at leagth his provi-
dence and grace concur in thofe events and impref-
fions which bring them to the knowledge of him
and themf{eclves.

I am perfuaded, that every believer will, upon
duc refle@tion, {ee enough 1n his own cafe to con-
firm this remark ; but not all in the {ame degree.
The outward circumftances of many have been uni-
form, they have kuown but little variety m life ;
aud with refpelt to their inward change, it has
been effected n a fecret way, unnoticed by others,
and almoft unperceived by themfelves.—The Lord
has fpoken to them, pot in thuuder and temnpelt,
but with a flill fmall voice he has drawn them gra-
dually to himfelf : fo that, though they have
2 happy aflurance of the thing, that they know and
love him, and are paffed from death unto hic ;
yet of the precife time and manner, they can gIve
httle account.  Othess he feems to fele&, 1n order
to fhew the exceeding riches of his grace, and the
greatnels of his mighty power; he {offers the na-
tural rebellion and wickednefs of their hearts to
have full fcope ; while finners of lefs note are cut

oft with little warning, thele are fpared, though
finning with a high hand, and as it were ludying
their own deftra&ion. At lengeth, when all that
knew them are perhaps expefting to hear that
they are made fignal inflances of divine vengeance,
the Lord (whofe thoughts ave high above ours,
as the hcavens are higher than the earth) 1o
plealed to pluck themas brands out of the fire,
and to meke them monuments of his mercy, for
the encowsagement of others ; they are beyond

cxpediation,.
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expeQation, convinced, pardunfd, and changed.
A ceie of this fort indicates a divine power no lefs-
than the cocation of a world: it 1s cvidently the
Lord’s doing, and 1t is marvellous 1 the eyes of all
thefe who are not biinded by prejudice and  unbe-
Iic f.

Such was the p-*n;*cl :ing Sauni; s heart was
full of cumity againd 7efis cfﬂu:crﬂ/ and there-
fore he pnrfccutrd and made laveck of bis dif-
cipies. He had been a terror to the cliurch of Je-
rufalem, and was.poing to  Pamalcus with the
fame views.—He s *r_t breathing out threaten-
ings and flaughter againd all that loved the Lord
Jefus.—He taou th Little of the mifchief he had
hitherto dum:-—-—He was cn'fagnd for the fuppref-
fiva of the whole {ed nd hurrying from houfe

3 &
to houdy, irom place to piace, hie carried menaces
11 his T{mk, and I'tpt!lttd } r:."th ngs with every
breath.,  Such was s {pirit and tc.'npe:', swhen the

Lord jcl’us, whom we hated and oppofsd, checka
cd him 1n the hazpt of his rage, caleld this bitter
reriecuior to the honour of ancpoitle, and afpir-
ed 'm with oreat zeal and caruefiuels, to preach
that fith which he fo lately ccflroyed.

\ur are wo without remarkable J:fp]ﬂvs of the
sawe foversign efiicactous grace m cur own times.
particularly I‘Eﬁ'lIIGH the Hlﬂ,HﬁLﬂ of-the
late Culun,l Gﬂrdmr.r- It any real fativfaction
could be found ina finful courle, iz w mnd have
met with 1t p for e pu.ﬁ.td tHCEw"}"TiIﬂtI it with
#il pofiille advaniages.-—He was l"nl”‘ltl ated 1o c-
vil ; and many uicommen, almoit mireculcus de-
Liveranees, made no ieprefionupon him. Yet fe

Lhikewtfe 1.;19 rade wiliimg 1 the d‘.} ¢t Cods
power ; ard the bright exemple of s Lify, dinl.
trated and diffuled by theaecount of i ",uu.ﬂl-

! 's Geath, has afiorded i} f
cd fince his death, has afiorded an oc¢culion o
rzuch praife to God, aad much cemfort ts his

‘-

poopic. : Adter




" Let, I. Introdu&ory Obfervations. . g

After the mention of fuch names, can you per-
mit me, Sir, to add my own ? If I do, 1t mult be
with a very humbling diftinétion.  Thefe once e-
minent finners, proved eminent Chrithians? much
had been forgiven them, they loved much. St
Paul could fay, ** The grace beltowed upon me
 was not i vain 3 for I laboured more abun-
¢ dantly than they all.”  Coloncl Gardiner like-
wile was asa city fet upon anhill, a burning and
a fhining light: the manner of his converfion was
hardly morc fincular, than the whole courfe of his
conwerfation from that time to his death. Herey
alas! the paraliel greatly falls. It has not bren
thas vith me.—I mufl take deferved fhame to my-
fcl7, thut 1 have made very unfuitable returns for
what I have received.  But if the queftion is only
concerning the patience and long-fuffering of God,
the wondorfol tuterpolition of his providence in fa-
=our of an unworthy finner, the power of his
grace in foftening the hardeft heart, and the rich.
¢5 of lus merey in pardoning the mofl enormous
and aggravated tran{greflions; in thefe refpedts
I know no cale more extraordinary than my own.
And indeed moft perfons to whom I have related
iny (tory, have thought it worthy of beng preferv-
ed. -

I never gave any fuccinét account, 1 writing, of
the Lord's dealing with me, till very lately @ for
I was deterred, ou the ore hand, by the great difli-
culty of wriung properly when Se/f1s concerned ;
on the other, by the 1ll ufe which perfous of cor-
rupt and perverfe minds are often known to make
of fuch inftances.  The Plalmift reminds us, that
a referve i thele things 1s proper, when he fays,
“Come and hear, all ye that fear God, and
““ I will declare what he hath done for my foul ;2
and our Lord cautions us wot to ¢ caft pearis be-
“fore fwine.”  The pearls of a chriftian are, per.

haps,



v Introduffory Obfervations.  Let. 1.

haps, his choice experiences of the Lord’s power
and love in the concerus of his foul; and thefe
friould not be at all adventures made public, left
we grive occalion to carthly and groveling fouls, to
profane what they cannot underfland.  Thefe were
tle chicf reafons of my backwardnefs; but a few
weeks fince I yiclded to the judgment aud requeft
o! a much-refpe@ed fricad, and fent him a rclation
at large, 1n 2 feries of eight letters. The cvent
has brea what 1 little expected ; 1 wrote to one per-
fua. but my letters have fallen into many hands ;
amoagit gthers, I find they have reached your po-
t:cc ; 'and inflead of blaming me for beiag too te-
dious and circumftantial, which was the fault
I fl!&fl’ld [ hdd cummittud, you are p]r:z:ﬁ*d to defire
a &l more diftin@ detail.  As you and others of
my friends apprchend my compliance with this re-
queft may be attended with fome guod cffeét, may
promote the pleafing work of praife to our ador-
able Redeemer, or coufirm the faith of fome or
otherof his people, I am willing to obey : I give up
my own reafonings upon the inexpediency of fo in-
conliderable a perfon as mylcdfadventuringiufo pub-
Liz a potof view. If God may be glorified “on
m.y behalf, and his childven in any meajure com-
forted or inftrufted by what I have te declare of

bis goodaefs, I fhall be fatished ; and am content
to leave all other poflible confequences of this un.
dertaking inhis hands, who dous all things well.

I muft again have recovrfe to my memory, as
I retained no copices of the letters you faw.  So fur
as 1 can recolleét what 1 then wrote, 1 will redate;
but fhall not affeét a necdlefs variety of phrafe and
manner, merély becaufe thefe have been already
perufed by many. 1 may perhaps in fome places,
when repeating the fame falls, exprefs myfedf m
nearly the fame words ; yet T propofe, according
to your defire, to make this relation more explictt

and.



Let. 2. Occurrences in Larly Life. 11

tnd particular than the former, efpecially-towards
the clofe, which T wound up haftily, left my friend
fhould be .wearied. I hope you will Jikewife ex-
cufe me, if I co not ftrilkly confine myfelf to nar.
ration, but now aud then mnterfperfe fuch reflec.
ttons as may oer while I am writing ; and though
you have figuified your intentions of communicat.
ing what I fend you to others, I mauft not on this
account affeét a concifencfs and corre@nefs, which
15 not my natural talent, left the whole fhould ap-
pear dry and conftrained. I fhall therefore (if pof-
fible} think only of you, and write with that confi-
dence and freedom which your friendthip and can-

dﬂll!‘ defervc. j llis ﬂwet nay ﬂand a8 a preface;
and I purpofe, as far as [ can, to intermit many

other engagements, until I have completed the
tafk you have affigned me. In the mean time Iin-
treat the afliftance of your prayers, that in this,
and ail my poor attempts, I may have a fingle cye

to his glory, who was pleafed to call me out of
horrid darknefs into the marvelous light of his

golpel.
Iam, with finccre refpe@, ‘

Dear Sir,
Your gbliged and affe@ionate fervant,
January 12, 1763.

"—m-ﬁ__.

i

LETTER 1L

Reverend Sir;

Can fometimes .feel a pleafure in repeating thé
grateful acknowledgement of David, ¢ O Lord;

%1 am thy fervant the fon of thige handmaid;’
ST  thou



12 Occurrences in Early” Lifr. Let, 2

¢ thou hall loefed my bands.”” The tender mer-
cics of God toward me were mandefled in the fivfy
-moment of my life. I was born as it were in
his houle, and dedicated to hiny in my infancy.

My mother {as { have heared from muny) was a
P:uns e:..pcncnced Chriftian ; fhe was a Diffenter,
in communion with the late Dr. Jennings, I was
her only child ; and fhe was of a weak conflitu-
tionand 2 retired temper, almoft her whole em-
ploymeat was the care of my cducation. 1 have
fome faint remembrance of her care and 1nitruc-
tions. Ata time when I could not be more than
three years of age, fhe herfelf taught me Englith ;
and with fo much fuccefs, (as 1 had {fomething of
a forward turn,) that when 1 was four years nld L

could read with propriety in any common book

that offered.  She flored my memory, which was
then verj retentive, with many valuable pieces,
chapters, and portions of fcripture, catechifms,
hymns, and poems. My temper at that time feem-
cd quite fuitable te her withes: I hadlittle inclina-
tion to the noify fport of children, but was beft
pleafed when 1n her company, and aiways as wil.
ling to learn as fhe was to teach me.  How far the
bft education may fall fhort of rcaching the heart,
wiil ftrongly appear -in the fequel of my hiftory :
yet I think, for the encouragement of pious pa-
rents to go on in the good way, of dving their part
faithfuily to form theirch ldre'l s minds, I may pro-
. perly pmpnfe n“ft:..f as. an inftance. Though in

pracefs of time I finncd away all the advantages of
thefe carly impreflions, yet they were for a great
while a reftraint upon me: they returned again

and again, and it was vory long before | could
wholly fhake them oil; and “hcn the Lord at
leng:h opened my eyes, I found a great benefit

from the recolleftion of them. Farther, my dear
‘ * ‘ snother,
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mother, befides the pains fhe toak with me, often
commendged me with many prayers and tears to
God 5 and I doubt nnt byt [ reap the fruits of
thele pravers to this hour, -

prd}

My mother obferved my carly proerefs with pe-
cubiar pleafure, and intended from the firlt to
bring meup with a view to the miniflry, if the
Lord fhould io incline my heart.  In my fisth year
I began to learn Latin s but before I had time to
know much about it, the jntended plan of my ¢.
ducation was broke fhort. The Lord®s dtigras
were far beyond the views of an carthly parent -
he was pleafed to referve me for au unufuel procf
of his patience, provitlence, and arace 3 and there-
fore over-ruled the purpofe of my friends, by de-
priving me of this exccllent parent when I yeag

ﬁnnﬂthing under feven yCars old. T was horn the
24th July, 1925, and The dicd the I1th of that
month, 1732,

My father was then at fea, (he was a commangd-
er 1 the Mediterranean trade at that time:) he
came home the fullnwfng vear; and foon after
married again.  Thus | pafied tavo different hands.
I was well treated in all other refpedts; bur the

L

lofs of my mother's inltructions was not repaired.
1 was now permitted to mingle with carelefs and
profane chiidren, and {foon bugan 1o learn their
ways.  Soon after my father’s marriaze I was font
to a boarding-fchool “in Lflex, where the impry-
dent feverity of the mafter almoft brole my {oirit,
and relith for books,  With hLim I forgot the fivit
principles and rules of arithmetic, whicl my mo-
ther had tanght me yearsbefore, ] ftang UIeTe (w0

years i the laft of the a0, a new uther coming

. o2
who oblerved and fuited By temnzy, 1 tock to the
Latin with great cagerncls 5 {o that before 1 was
ten years old, I rveached and maistaiged the firft

polt 1n the fecond clafs, which in that {chool read

}: B Tuly
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‘Tuily and Virgil, I ielicve T was pulhed forward
teo falty and therefore not bang grounded, I feon
it 2l T had learndd, (for 1 feft {chool 1n my
tenth vear:) and when 1 long afterwards under-
took the Laztin language from books, I think
1 had Ltile any advastagre from what I had Lars-
ed before,

My father's fecond marviage was from a family
in Llex ; and when I was cleven years old, hic
took me with lam to {fea.  He was a man of re-

arkable goed fenfe, and great knowledge of the
world ; he took great care of my morals, but could
not fupply my mother’s puit. Having been edu-
cated himfelf in Span, he always obferved an ar
of diftance and {everity i his carriage, which o-
verawed and difcouraged my fpirit. [ was always
in fear when before him, and therefore he had
the lefs influence.  Trem that time to the vear
1542, I made feseral voyages ;3 but with confider-
able intervals between 3 which were chiefly fpent in
the country, excepting a few months 10 my fif-
teenth year, when 1 was placed upon a vary  ad-
vantareous profpeét at Alcant in Spam. Dut my
unfettled behaviour, and impaticnve of reftratot,
rendered that defign abortive,

Ia this period my temper and condudt weve ex-
cecdingly vanous. At {chosl, er foon after,
I had little concern about religion, and eafily recerv-
ed very il impreflions.  But [ was often difturb-
cd with convictions, [ was fond of reading from
a child ; among other books, Bewnet’s Chriflian O-
ralcry often came in my way ; and though I us-
derftood but hitile of 1t, the courfe of life theremn
reccemmended zppeared very defirable ; and I was
inclined to attempt it. I began to pray, to read
the {crigture, and kept a fort of diary I was pre-
fently rdigions in my own eyes 3 but, alas! this
feeming goednels had no fold foundation, but

pafled



Lrr. 2. Oiecuirretees in Larly f:ff 15

pafied away like a morning-cloud, or the carly deve.
Iwas foon weary, gradually gave it up, and be-
came worfe than before.  Inftead of prayer,
I tearned to cune and blafpheme, and was euceed.
mely wicked when frem under my parcat’s view.,
Adlthns was before L was twoelve vears old. Alow
that time I had a dengerous foll from a1 hoife
[owas thrown, 1 believe, witlin a fuw inches of
i hodge-row newly cut down. T ot no hurt  but
could not avord taking netice of a gracicus prosi-
dence tn my deliveranee s for had 1 fell upon the
pakes, 1 kad inevitably been kiled. My con-
ference fegprdfied 1o me the dreadiul confeguences,
ifin fuch o flate I had been fummoned to zppear
before Gad. [ prefeatly hroke off fiem MYy pros
fane praciicer, and appeared quitenitercd. Dut it
was not long Difore I Ceclined amain, ; liefe
ftruggles between fin 2nd confience were ofton re-
peated ¢ but the cenfuquence was, that CVLTY 1o
faple funk me Gl into greater depths of wicked-
nels, 1 wasonce roufud by thelols of an intimate
cempamon.  We had agreed  to ccg on Leard
a menof war (I think it was on a2 Sunday ;) bur
I providentially came too Inte; the boat wis over fet,
cnd he and feveral others were drowned, I was
mvied to the funersl of my play-fddiow, and was
ciccadingly afie@ied, to think that by a delay of
a fow manutes (which had much ifpleafid and
angerad e Ul T sw the event) my life had been
preferveds However, this Bhewife was {con (o
not, At anciher time, the prvufal of the Flisi-
Iefirudfar prt me upoa a partial and tranficnt re-
formation.  Tu biicf, thoush T cannct Giilindtly
relate pmticulars, 1 think 1 toek cp and iaid 2fide
a velimous profeflion three or four different times
before T was iixteen years of zzer but ail this while
my heart was infineere, 1 often faw a necelity of
religion as a means of clcaping hell; but 1 Joved

fin
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£, ans was unwilling to forfake it.  Infauces of
vy, e remember, ware frequent i the midit

wy sovinas T owas {o franecly biind and -
n.d, that fomctimes when | have been determined
npen things which 1 knew were hutul, and con-
Irary toany dﬂ:}*. I could not o on qi!ft:tl)" t1i]
2 had it difparched my ordinary ta’k of prayer, in
which 1 have arudyred every moment of my time
and wiaon thls was tiaithed, my confcience was 1n
fome 2.alure paciiied, und 1 could rufh jnto fol £
wrth litle remorie.

Sy Lt reform was the mol remarkable, btk
tor decree anl continuance.  OF this periud, at
leaft e fome part of it, I may fav in the Apoftle’s
words, ¢ Alter the thridet L& of our reision,
“ 1 hived 2 Pharifie.” 1 did every thing that iyt
ve expected from a perfon entirely Lraorant of
Goad’s righteoufuefs, and defirous to citablifh his
cwh.o I fpent the greateit part of every day 1n
reading the feriptures, meditation, and prayer.,
1 fited often; I even abftaiued from =l animal
food for three moaths: [ would hardly anfwer
4 quettion, for fear of {peaking an idle word.
I fcemed to bemoan my former milcarriages very
carneitiv, fometimes with tears.  In thort, [ be-
came zn afcctic, and endeavoured, fo far as my
Liruation sweould permit, to renounce focicty, that
I mijhtavod temptation. 1 continued in this fe-
rious moed (I cannot give it a higher title) for more
thzn two yiars, without any confiderable breaking
ofi : but it was a poor rlipion; it left me, in ma-
wy reipects, under the power of fin; and, fo far
235 1t prevailed, only tended to make me gloomy,
frupid, unfociable, and ufelefs.

buch was the frame of my mind when I became:
acquzinted with Lord Skaftefbury 1 faw the fe-

coud volume of his C'f.wrm‘.-’rrg}fff:; in 1 petty fhop
at Middlchurg m Hollend., § he title allured me.

to
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to buy it, and the ftyle and manner gave me greag
pleafure i reading, efpeeally the fecond piece,
which his Lord(hip, with geeat propriety, has in-
titked A Rhbupfod,. Nothing could be more fuited
to the romantic turn of my miad, than the ad-
drefs of this pompous declumation.  Of the defign
and tendency I owas not aware: 1 thought the sue.
thor a moll religtons perfon, and that I had only
to follow him and be happy. Thus, with fize
words, and fair fpeeches, my fimple heart was be-
guiled.  "This book was wlways in my hasd :
Fraad ull T could very rearly reprat che Rirn-
{ody wverbatim trom beginning to end. No imme-
diate cfivét foilowed ; but it operated Like a flow
petfon; and prepared the way for all that fol-
lowed,

‘This letter brings my hiftory down to December
1742, 1 was then lately returned from a voyage ;
and my fathes not intending me for the {ea zpguin,
was thinking how to fettle me in the world : bat
I had little Iife or fpiiit for bulinefs 3 I knew but
hitle of men aud things. 1 was foud of a villo-
naty feneme of a contemplative life, a medley of
rcdigrion, pinilofophy, and ndolence 3 and was quite
averfe to the thoughts of an induftrious applica-
tion to buiinefs. At lengrth a merchant in Liver-
pool. an intimate friend of my father’s, (to whom,
as thie inltrement of God’s goodnets, 1 have fince
been chiefly indebted for all my earthly comforts, )
propoled to fend me fur fome years to Jamaica,
and to charge himiddf with the care of my future
fortune.  Iconfinted to this; and every thing was
prepared for my veyage. I was upon the potnt of
fetting out the following weck, It the mean time
my father fent me on fome bufinefs to a place a few
miles beyond Maidftone in Kent; and this little jour-
ney, which was to have been only for three or four
days, oc¢alloned a fudden and remarkable turn,

b2 which
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which wou'td me from the Eahitual indolence

I bod countracted, and gave nife to the feries of un.
cemmmon Gipenfations, of which vou difire a more
patticelar zcceunt.  So tiue it is, that * the way
“ of man s not in mmnfelf it v Lot 1n man that

b 1"-'.1.:.1...1 {0 l :I...Ll !l h{ Ll 'N.

-

-

I am allec ux.gtc‘"

. Yoursin the beflt bonds.

Jenuary 13, 1763.
e N Pt et e it

LLTTIR IIL

iy

Drear Sty

A TFew davs before my intended ; journey inte
_[_ Kent, I received an invitation to vifit a .:i-
13:.v in that couty. They were diftant rela-
tions, but verv mtamate friends of my dear ne-
thire Shedicd in their houle’s but a covnels tovk
HECC upen my f..n.h..r s fecoud marraaze, and 1 had
eard nulhu:g of thun for many veurs.  As iy
soad lav within balf a wle of thar houle, T ob-
wrined wmy father’s kave to call on teeme T owas
howeier very iadifferent about 1ty and fometimes
*aousht of p:lr'r*'r on : however 1 went. 1 was
znowa at L. I*rht b...ﬁl‘-‘.. I could tedl mv name,
wad met with the ktndat reeeption, os the ‘child of
a dear deceefed friend. My triends had two
drughters. Theeldeft (as T anderitood fomc years
..xft:n”f.rdq hud been often couidared by her mo-
ther oud mine, 25 2 future wife for me, from, the
time of by birth. I koow indecd that intimate
fuends Loguently amale tuemielios with {uen dil-
tant

by i o o I
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tunt profpedis for thair children, agd that they
milcarry much oftener than fucceed. 1 do not
{ay that my mother predicted what was to happen,
yet there was {fomething remaricable in the maoner
of 1ts taking place.,  All mtercourfly between the
families had been long broken oif'; [ was romg into
a forcign countvy, and only called to pay a halty
viity and this I (hould not have thought of, but
for a meliage recetved jult ot that enis, for I had
not been invited at any time before. Thus the
circumilances were precarious n the highedt de-
gree, and the event was as extraordinimy.  Almoft
at the irll fight of this girl (for fhe was then under
fourteen} 1 was imprdled with-an affection for her,
which unever abated or lot 1t influence a fingle
momeit i my heart from that hour.  In degree,
it actually equalled all that the writers of romance
have magined 5 i dwation, 1t was unaltzrable.
I {foon lolt all {ente of rchizion, and became deaf
to the remonitrances of confeicnce and prudence ;
but mv vegard for her was always the fame ; and
I may perhaps venture to {ay, that none of the
feenes of miery and wickednefs I afterwards ex-
purienced, ever bunithed her a fingle hour toge-
ther from my waking thoughts, for the feven ful-
lowing vears.

Gwe me leave, Siry to refiect a little upon this -
viespected merdent, and to connder its influence
upon v iutine itfe, and how far it was fubfer-
veiat to toe views of Divine Providence concerning
me : which fean to have been twofold 5 that b}
be . = given up for a while to the confeguences of
my own wiliulnels, and afterwards veclalmed by
a dugh band, my cafe, fo far as it fhould be
knowi, might be both a warning and an encou-
vagzement o others,

In the iieft place, hardly any thing lefs than this
viclknt aud commanding pafion would have been

fushicicat

i
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{ufficient to awzken me from the dull melancholy
habit I had contracted. 1 was almoft a mifan-
~ thrope, notwithitanding I fo much admired the
piltures of virtue and benevolence as drawn by
Lord Shaftefbury : but now my relulance to ac-
tive life was overpowered at once, and 1 was will-
ing to be or to o any thing which might {ublerve

the accomplifhment of my withes at {ome future
timec.

Yarther, when I zfterwards made thipwreck of
faith, hope, and confcience, my love to this per-
fon was the only remaining priaciple which inany
degree fupplicd their place 5 and the bare poffibi-
th“ of fﬁt‘illg her again, was the only prefent and
obvious means of reltraining me from the moft
horrid defigns againlt myfcdf and othere.

But thew the 1l effetts 1t brought upon me coun-
terbalanced thefe advantages.  The tterval ufually
ftyled she time of courtfhip, i1sindeed a piealing part
of life, where there 1s a mutual affe&ion, the con-
fent of friends, a reafunable profpect as to fettle-
ment, and the whole 15 condudied 1n a prudential
manuier, and in fubordination to the will and fear
of God. - When things are thus fituated, it is
a blclling to be fufceptive of the tender paflions. But
when thele corcomitants are wanting, what we call

love is the moft tormenting pafion in itfelf, end
the molt deltructive 1n its corfeqecnces, that can be
named. And they were all wunting s my cafe.
1 durfl pot mention it to her friends, or 1o my
own, norindeed for a confiderable time to herfelf,
as I could make no propofels: it remained as a dark
fre, locked vp in my own breaft, which gave me
a conflant uncasiucis. By introducing an idolatrons
regard 10 a creature, it greatly weakened my fenfe
of r=hizion, aud made farther way for the entrance
of 1afidel principles ; and though it Teemed to pro-
miie great things, as an incentive to diligence and

activity
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altivity in hfeyin reaiity it performed nothing, I
often formedsmighty projets in my mind of what
I would willingly do or tuffer for thefake of her I
loved 5 yet while T counld have her company, 1 was
incapable of foretng mylelf away, to unprove op-
portunitics that oficred.  btill lefs could 1t do 1n
regulating my nanners, It did not prevent me
from engaging In a long train of excefs and not,
utterly unworihy the honourable pretenfions I had
formed.  And though, through the wonderful in-
terpoittions of Divine (Gooduels, the maze of my
follics was at length uwnravelled, and my  wilhes
crowned m fuch a manser as qverpad my {uler-
inrs 3 yvet I om fure T would not go through the
farme fories of trouble agzaia, to poflefs all the treas
{ure of both the Indies. I have enlirged more
than I intended on this point, as perhaps thefe pa-
pers may be ufefulto caution otliers agaimit indulg-
ing an ungovernable pafton, by my painful expe-
rience.  How often may foch healtrong votaries
be [aid ¢ 1o fow the wind, and to reap the whirle
¢ wind !”

My heart being now fixed and rivetted to a par-
ticular ohjedt, I conlidered every thing I wascon-
cerned with o a new light. [ concluded it would

be ablolutely mmpoflible to live at fuch a diflance as
Jamaica,- for a term of four or five yuars; and

theretore determined, at all events, that I would
not go. I could not bear to acquaint cither my
futher with the true reafon, or to invent a falfe
one ; therefore, without taking any notice to him
why 1did lo, 1 tayed three wevks, inflead of three
days, in Kcnt, till I thought (as it proved) the
opportunity would be lolt, and the fhips fatled. I
thenreturned to Londoa. I had highly difpleafed -
my father by this-difobedience ; but he was more
calily rcconciléd than I could have expeéted, Ina
little time [ failed with a friend of his to Venice.

In

-
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In this vovage I was exnnfcd to the comrany and
il example of the common 1ailirs, among whom 1
ranked.  Importunity and opportunity ;}rnfcnung
every day, I once more bezan 2o rddax from the fo-
bricty and order which | had obferved, in fome
degree, for more than two voaes. 1 was {ome-
times pi::rcr.:d with ﬂl:irp convictions ; but though i
made a few faat cilorts to ftop, T never recovered
fiom this declenfion, as 1 had done from {everal

before s | did not, mdeed. as Vet turn out pruﬂi-‘

gztc ; but I was making Jar, ¢ fteps towards a to-
tal _apollacy from (;ud The ot remarkable
Chfc:.. and alarm I recerved (aud for what I know
tne laft) was by a dream, which made a vay

* & A

{trong, thoush not abiding smpreffion upon my
mind.

The confideration of who T am writing to, ren-
ders 1t aeedlels for me either to enter upon a dif-
cuffior. »f the natare of drcams 1n general, or to
make an apology for recording my own.  Thofe
who acknu-vn.:]f"c fcriphur:_, sl 2llow that there
have beea monutory and fupeina: aral dreams, e-
vident communications from teaven, cither di-
recting or foretelhing future vents s and thofe who
are 2 cquamu.d with the hilto. v qad c'-:p-*r!rnr:e of
the people of Ged are well afared, that fuch 1n-
timattons have not bzen tnta”}* withheld in any
perivd down to the prefens umes.  Reafon, far
from cuntradicuing this Iupt*uimnn. firon:iv nleads
forit, where the procels of realoning 15 1igntly un-
derftood, and rarcfully pmfutd bu thut a late
cminent writer,® who, 1 prefume, 1s not renerally
charged with cathiidaim, undertakes to prove, that
the phenomenon of dreaming 1s anexplicable at

caft, if not abfolutelv’ Impnﬁb'e, without taking
in the agency and:utcruuuun of {piviten lbt:luy*

* FBaxter on the wis nerisez.
. - to

-
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to us anvifible. I would refer the incredulous to
him. Ior my own part, 1 can fay, without feruple
“ The dream was certain, and the interpretation
“ thercof fure.” Tam fure I dreamed to the fol-
lowtng effe¢t ; and I canuot doubt, frory what I
have fzen fince, that it had a direét and eafy appli-
cation to my own circumftances, to the dangers in
which I was about to plunge mvfelf, and to the
unmerited  deliverance and merey  which  God
would be pleafed to afford me in the time of my
diftrefs, .
Though 1 have wrote out a relation of this dream
more than once for others, it has happened that 1
never referved a copy ; but the principal incidents
are fo deeply engraven on my memory, that I be-
lieve I am vot liable to any confiderable variations in
repeating the account. The feene prefented to my
Imagination was the harbonr of Venice, where we
had lately been. 1 thought it was night, and my
watch upon the deck ; and that, 2s [ was walking
to and fro by myfelf, a perfon came to me, (I do
not remember from whence,) and brought me a
ring, with an exprefs charge to keep it carcfully ;
affuring me, that while T preferved that ring, I
fhould bz happy and fuccefsful; but if T loit or
parted with it, I muft expe@ nothing but trouble
and milery. I accepted the prefent and the terms
willingly, not in the leait doubting my own car€ to
preferve it, and highly fatisficd to have my happi-
nefs in my own keeping, | was engaged in thefe
thoughts, when a fecond perfon came to me, and
obferving the ringon my finger, took occafion to
afk me fome quehtions concerning it. I readily
teld him its virtues:; and his anfwer expreflfed a
furprife at my weaknefs, in expecting fuch cffeéls
froma ring.  1think be reafoned with me fome
time upon the impoffibility of the thing; and at
Iength urged me, in direét terms, to throw it a-
wav
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way. At firlt [ was fhocked at the propofal ; but
his afinuations prevaiied. began to reafon and
deubt myfelf 3 and at lagt placked it off my finger,
and dropped it over the hip's fide into the water »
which 1t had no founer touched, than I faw, the
fame inflant, a terrible fire burfl out from a range
of the mountains, (a part of the Alps,) which ap-
peared 2t fome diflance behind the city ot Venice.
I faw the hills as distin® s if awake, and they were
all i flames. I pereeived too late my folly; and

my tempter, with an air of infult, foformed me,
that all the mercy God had in referve for me
was comprifed in that ring, which I had wilfully
thrown away. I underfood that I muft now o
with him to the burning mountains : and that all
the flames I faw were kindled on my account. ]
trembled, and wasina great agony ; fo that it was
furprifing I did not then awaks: but my dream
conttnued 3 and when T thought myfclf upon the
poiit of a confirained departure, and flood, felf-
condemred, without plea or hope, {uddenly, cither
a third perfon, or the {ame who brought the ring
at firlt, came to me, (I am not certain which, ) and
demanded the caufe of my gricf. 1 told liim the
plam~cafe. confefling that 1 ruined myfelf wil-
fully, 2nd deferved no pity. He blamed my rafh-
nefs; and aked, if I thouid be wilcr {uppofing I -
had my ring again? I could hardly anfwer o
this ; for [ thought it was gore beyond reeall,
believe, 1ndved, I had no time to anfwer, befop
Ifaw this unexpefied friend go down under the
water, jull in the fpot where 1 had dropped it, and
he foon returned, bringing the ring with him.
The moment he came on board, the flames in the
rcuntains were extinguifhed, and my feducer loft
me.  Thun was « the prey tzken from the hand
““ of the mightv, and the lawful captive deliver.
“ed” My tears were at an cnd, and with joy

and
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and gratitude I approached my kind deliverer to
reccive the ring again 3 but he refufed to return it
and fpoke to this effct : ¢ If you fhould be in-
‘ truited with this ring again, you would very foon
“ bring yourlelf into the fame diftrefs ; you aic
“ not able to keep it; but | will preferve 1t for
““ you, and wheneverit is needful, will produce it
*“ 1 your behalfl” Upon thts 1 aweke, in
a {late of mind not to be defcribed : I could hardly
cat or {leep, or tranfadt my nceceflary bufinels for

two or three days.  But the impreflion foos wose
off, and in a little time 1 totally forgot it and
I think 1t hardly occurred to my mind again, till fe-
veral years afterwards, It will appear, in the
courfe of thele papers, that 2 thme came, when
1 found myfelf in circumftonces very nearly refom-
bitng thofe fuggelted by this extraordinary dream,
when 1 flood helplefs and hopelefs upan the brink
of an awful cternity: and I doubt not, but had
the eyes of my mind been thes opened, I fhould
have feen my grand enemy, who had feduced me,
wilfully to renounce and calt away my religious
profeffion, and to involve myfclf in the moft com-
phcated crimes; Lfay, I fhonld probably have feen
him plealed with my azonies, and waiting for
a permiffion to {eize and bear away my {oul to hig
place of torment, I fliould perhaps have feen like.
wife, that Jefus, whomn I had perfecuted and de-
fied, rebuking the adverfary, challenging me for
his own, as a brand plucked out of the fire, angd
{faying, “ Deliver him from going down (o the
“ pit ; I have founda ranfom.” However, thouely
1 faw not thefv things, I found the henefit ;s 1 ob-
tained mercy,  The Lord anfivered for me in the
day of my diftrefs ; and, blefled be his name, he
who reftored the ring, (or what was figrnificd by
it,) vouchfafes to keep it. O what an unfpeakable

comfort &5 this, that T am not in mine own keep-
' C ing
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gt ¢ The Lord 1s my fhepherd.” 1 have been
cnabled to trult my all 1u his hands ;3 and I know
in whom 1 have believed.  Satan fhll defires to
have me, that he might fift me as wheat ; but my
Saviowr hias prayed for me, that my faith may not
f2il. Here 15 my fecurity and power; a bulwark
againft which the gates of hell cannot prevail. But
for this, many a time and often (if poffible)
1 faould have ruined myfelf fince my fHirlt deliver-
ance ; nay, I fhould fall, and ftumble, and perifh
i1}, after all that the Lord has done for me, if his
faithfulnels was not engaged in my behalf, tobe my
fun and fheld even unto death, - Blels the Lord,

“ 0 myfoull” -

Nothing very vemarkable occurred in the fol-
jowing part of that voyage. I returned home De-
cember, 1743, and {oon after repeated my vifit to
Kent, where I protracted my ftay in the fame im-
prudent manner 1 had done before ; which again
difappointed my father’s defigns in my favour, und
almoit provoked him to difown me. Befcre any
thing {uitable ofiered again, I was imprefled, (ow-
ing entively to my own thoughtlefs conduét, which
was 2ll of 2 piece,) and put on board a tender: 1t
was at a critical juné@ture, when the I'rench fleets
were bovering upon cur coaft, fo that my father
\was 1ncapz 2ble to procure my releafe. In a few days
I was feat on board the Harwich man of war at
the Nore: I entered here upon quite a new fcene
of l'fe, and endured much hardthip for about

a month. My father was then willing that I fhould

remain 1n the navy, as a war was daily expeéted,
and procured me a recommendation to the cap-
tain, who took me upon the quarter deck as a mid-
thipman. 1 had now an eafy Life as to externals,
and might have gained refpe ; but my mind was
unfettlr:d, and my bﬂltauaur very indifferent.

I bere met with companions who completed the ruin

of
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of my prinziples ; and though I affeéted to talk of
virtue, and was not {o outwardly abandoned g3 at-
terwards, yet my delight and habitual pradtice was
wickednefs, My chief intimate was a perfon of
cxceeding grood natural talents, and much obferva-
tion; he was the greatefll mafter of what 1s called
the free-thinking feheme 1 remember to have met
with, and knew how to infinuate his fentiments in
the moft plaufible way.----And lns zeal was cqual to
his addrefs; he could hardly have laboured more
i the canfe, if he had expected to gain heaven by
1t.  Allow e to add, while I think of it, that

this man, whom 1 honoured as my mafter, and
whofe pradhice [ adopted {o cagerly, perithed i the
fame wayas I cxpe€ted tohave done. 1 have been
told, that ke was overtaken tna voyage hiom Lii-
bon witha violent flovm ; the veflel and people e-
{caped, but a great fea broke on board, and fivept
him into eternity.---"Thus theLord fpares or punifh-
es according to his fovereign pleafure ! But to
return.----1 was fond of his company, aud having
mylelf a fmatterinyr of books, was eager enough to
thew my reading. He foon perceived my cafe, thae
I had not wholly broke through the reltraints of
con{cience, and therefore did not fheek me at irlt
with too broad iutimations of his defign ; he ra-
ther, as 1 thought, {poke favourably of religion ¢
but when e bad gained my confidence, he began
to fpeak plamer; and percetving my ignorant at-
tachment to the Charadleriflicks, he joined iffue with
me upon that book, and convinced me, that § had
never underffood 1it. Tn a word, he fo plied me
with objettions and arguments, that my depraved
heart was foon gained, and I entered into hils plan
with all my Ipirit.  Thus, like an vawary failor
who quits Ins port jult before a yifing ftorm, 1 re-
nounced the hopes and comflorts of the golpel, ct

e |
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tae very time when every other comfort was about

te fazl me.

In December, 1744, the Harwich was in the
Downs, bouad to the Eaft-Indies. The captain
gave me liberty to go on fhore for a day; but
without confulting pradence, or regarding confe-
guences, 1 took herfe, and following the diftates
of my reftlefs paflion, I went to take a lait leave of
her [loved. I had Iittle fatisfation in the inter-
view, as I was fenfible that 1 was taking pains to
multiply my own troubles. The fhort time I could
flay paffed like a dream, and on New-Year’s dav,

1745. 1 took my leave to return to the fhip. Tie
cantain was prevailed on to excufe my abfence ;
wat this raih Qep (elpocially asat was not the firlk
liberty of the kind I had taken) highly difpleafed
ham, and loft me his favour, which I never recov-
cred.

At length we failed frem Spithead with a very
large fleet. We put into Torbay with a change of
wind ; but it returning tair again, we fath.d the
next dn) Zeveral of our flect were loft in at-
tempting to leave that place ; but the following
night the whole flret was greatly endangered upon
t‘u: eoait of Cornwall, by a fiorm from the fouth-
ward. Lhe darkn::i'.. of the mght, and the num-
ber of the veflels, oscafioned much cunfuﬁnn and
damage.  Our fhip, though {everal times 10 immi-
nent danger of heiog run down by other veflels, c-
{c:ped unhart; but many {ufered much, particit-

:':I*.' the Admiral. This occafioncd our putting
Lask to Piymnutn.

Ve we v at Pl mnu*h, 1 hmrd that my fa-

iber, who had frerelt in fome of the fhips J.t‘lt.hr

Tolt, wds cotie dw'n to Torhav. HL had a con-
ncltion at that time with the African company.,

I thongat, if 1 could et to hnm, he mizht L'"lﬁ]) In-
trgducc me futo <hat frvice, which would be bet-
ter
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ter than purfluing a long uncertain voyage to the
Mmit-Indies. It wasa maxim with me i thofe ua-
happy days, Never to deliberate ; the thought hard-
ly occurred to me, but I was refolved to leave the
{hip at all events: I did fe, and in the wrongeit
manner poffible. I was {ent one day iu the boat,
to take care that none of the people deferted ; but
1 betrayed my truft, and went off mylelf. 1 knew
not what road to take, and durlt not afk, for fear
of being fufpedted ; yet having lome general 1dea of
the country, I gueffed right, and when 1 had tra-
velled fome miles, I found, upon 1nquiry, that
1 was on the road to Dartmouth, All went {mooth-
ly that dav, and part of the next : Iwalked apace,
and expeied to have been with my father in about
two hours, when I wasmet by a fmall party of fol-
diers. I could not avoid or deceive them. They
brought me back to Plymouth : I walked through
the firects guarded like a felon.—My heart was full
of indignation, fhame, and fear.--—-.—-1 was confin-
cd two days in the guard-houfe, then fent on
board my fhip, kept a while in irons, then publicly
{tripped and whipped : after which [ was degraded
from my office, and all my former companions for-
bidden to fthew me the leaft favour, or even to
{peak to me,—-——~As midthipman ] had been intitied
to fome command, which (being fufficiently haugh-
ty and vain) I had not been backward to exert.--~-
I was now in my turn brought down to a level with
the lowelt, and expofed to the infults of all.

And as my preflent fituation “was uncomfortable,
my future profpeCts were ftill worfe; the evils
1 fuftered were likely to grow heavier every day.
While my cataitrophe was recent, the officers, and

my quondam brethren, were fomething difpofed to
fereen me from 1ll ufage : but during the little time
I vemained with them afterwards, I found them
cool very faft in their endeavours to proteét me.

C 2 Indeed
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Indeed they eould not aveid it, without running
a great ik of fhartng with me 5 for the captain,
though m general a humane man, who behaved
very well to the fhip’s company, was almoft impla--
czble 1 lits velentment when he had beea greatly
oifended, 2nd took feveral occafions to thew him-
flf fo to me, and the voyage was cxpeéled to be
(as1t prored) for five years.  Yet I think nothing
I esther felt or feared diftrefled me {0 much as to
fee myfclf thys forcibly torn away from the object
of my affe@ions, under a2 great improbabihty of
fecing her again, and a much greater of returning
in fuch a manoer as would give me hopes of fecing
her mine.  Thus I was as miferable on all hands as
couid weil be imagned. Ny breatt was filled wath-
tae moft excrociating paflions, eager defive, bitter
vage, aud black defpair.~~Lvery bour expoled me
to fome ucw mfe!t and hardfhip, with no hope of
relict or mutiration 3 no friend to take my part, or
to hiten to my cousplaint.  Whether 1 lool:ed 1a-
ward eor outward, 1 could percetve nothug but
darinefs and mifery. 1 think no cale, except that
of a conicience wounded by the wrath of God,
comdd be more dreadful than mine: I capnot ex-
prefs with what wifthfulaefs and vegret 1 cail my
Iaft locks wpon the Englith fhore : 1 kept my cyes.
fixed upon it, till the thip's diftance increafing, it
wnfenfibly difappeared ; and when [ could fee 1t no-
longer, I was tempted to throw mylelf wnto the
fca, which (according to the wicked {yitom [ had
adopted) would put a period to all my {vrrows at
oce. But the {ceret hand of God reftrained me.
Help me to praife him, dear Siry for his wou-
derful. goodnefs to the moft unworthy of all his
Qreaturcs.,

I am, &

ﬁnuar'frg, 1767, -
L LET
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Dear Sir,

HOUGH I defired your inftruétions as to the

manner and extent of thele memoirs, 1 began
to write before [ received them, and had almofl fin-
ithed the preceding fheet when your fasour of the
11th came to hand. 1 fhall find another occalion
to acknowledge my fenfe of your kind expreflions
of friendfhip, which I pray the Lord I may never
give you caufe to repent or withdraw : at prefent
I {hall confine myfelf to what more particularly re-
‘lates 1o the tafk affigned me. 1 thall obey you,
Sir, in taking notice of thefe little mcidents you re-
‘call to my memory, and of others of the like na-
ture, which, without your dircétion, I fhould have
thought too trivial, and too-much my own to de-
ferve mentioning. When I began the aight lettess,
I intended to fay no more of myfelf than might be
neceflary to illuftrate the woonders of divine provi-
dence and grace in the leading turns of my hile;
but I account your judgment a fuflicient warrant
for enlarging iny plau.

Ampnglt other things, you defired a more ex-
plicit account of the ftate and progrefs of my court-
fhip, as i1t 13 ufuvally phraled, This was the point
inwhich 1 thought it efpecially became me to be
very brief; but I {ubmit to you; and this feems
a proper place ta refume it, by telling you how it
floud at the time of my leaving England. When
my inclinations Grft difcovered themlelves, both
pariies were {o younyr, that no one but mylelf con-
hdered it v a ferious view. It {erved for tea-table
talk amonglt our friends, and nothing' farther was
expefted from it, Bat afterwards, when my pal-
os feemed to have abiding ¢Bels, o that in an

mterval
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interval of two yeors it was pot at all abated, and

cfpecizllv as 1t occanoned me to aét without any

1erard to prudence or intereity, or my father’s de-
fizns, and as there was a coclnefs between him and

thz family, her parents began to conlider 1t as a mat-
ter of cenfequence ; and when 1 took my laft leave
ol them, her mothcr, at the famne time fhe ex-
prefled tae moit tender afieCtion for me, as if
I had been herown child, told me, that though fhe
had no objections to make, upon a fuppolition,
that at a maturer aze there fhould be a probabilily
of our engZaging upon a prudent profpeét ; a3
L}H!!ga t} il Ptbﬁd, !Lf’.‘ [hU!lght ht.‘.'rfu.]f Ubllgt.d to
! :.-_rfr:r...; and thercdore defired 1 would no more
L}l ink of returning to their houfe (unlefs her daugh-
ter was from num._) tll fuch time as 1 could either
preva a1l with my icit umrcl} to p;uc up my préten-
13ns, OF conld affure her that I had my father’s
exprels co afent to go on. Much depended on
o115 C ‘s~ pertin this affar, 1t was fome-
taing difficuit; but though fhe was youny, gay,
and quite unpracufed m fuch matters, the was di-
recicd to a happy mwedium. A politive encourage-
meat, or an zbfolute refufal, weuld have been
sttended with cquely though different difadvan.
tazes. Dut without much ftudying about 1,
i fourd her alwavs upon her guard @ fhe had pe-
netrasion to fee her abfolute power over me, and
prudence to make

<¢ a proper ufe of 1t 3 fhe would
neither underitand my hits, nor give me raom to
come 10 a direct expianstion.  She has faid fince,
that from the firit difcovery of my regard, and
long before the thought was ﬂgrt.uﬁle to her, fhe
had often an L.m.cwunmblr. impreflion upon IILI'
mind, that fooner or later fhe fhould be mine.
Upnn thefe terms we parted.

I now return to my vovage.----During our pafl-
{z7c to Madeira I was a2 prey to the molt gloomy

thoughrs,

NOW vifés NCWC3.
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thoughts. Though I had well deferved all 1 met
with, ard the captain might have been juflined 1f
he had carried his refentment fill farther, yet
my pride at that time fuggeﬂcd that I had been
grofsly injured : and this fo far wrought vvon my
wicked hearty that T actually formed defigns a-
gamft s Iife; and this was one reafon that made
me wiiling to prolong my own. 1 was fometimes
divided between the two,not thuking it practicable
o ¢ffe@ both,  The Lord had now to appearance
given me up to judicial hardnels 5 1 was capable
af any thing. [ had not the leaft fear of God be-
fore mv eyes, vor ({o far as | remember) the leaft
fenfibility of confeience. I was pofidied of fo
flrong a fprit of delution that 1 believed my own
lie, aud was firmly perfuaded, that afrer death 1
fhould ceafe to be.---Yet the Lord preferved me f----
-Some mtervals of {ober refleCtion would at times
take place, when 1 have chofen death rather than
life, a ray of hope would come, (though there
was little probability of fuch a hope, ) that I fhould
yet fee better days; that I might agan return to
England, and have my withes crowned, if T did
not wiltully throw myfelf away. Ina word, my
fove to Mifs C was now the only reitraint
I had left. Though 1 never feared God, nor
regrarded men, 1 cowid not bear that /e fhould
think meanly of me when I was dead.  As 1n the
ontward concerns oi hife, the weakeft means are
often «mployed by Divine Providence to produee
great effeéts, beyond therr common influence, (as
uhun a difeale, for inftance, has been removed by
a tight,) fol found it then: this fingle thought,
which had not rethiamed me from a thoufand
fmaller evile, proved my ouly and cffectual barrter
agamlt the greatelt and moit fatal temptations,
How long 1 could have fupported this conflicy, or
what, humanly {peaking, would have been the
¢oafequenge
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confvquence of my cont auing in that fitvation, I
cannot fay ; but the Lord, whom I little thought
of, knew my danger, and was providing for my
deliverance. -

Teoshitizs Lhad determined whan at Plymouth;
that I would n0f go to India, and that 1 would go
to Guinea; and f{uch indecd was the Lord’s will
concerming me 3 but they were to be accomplifhed
1 his way, not is my own. We had been now at
Madcira fome time; the bufinels of the flect was
completed, and wez wercto {ail the following day.
On that memovable morning I was late in bed,
and had {l'pt longer but that oae of the midihip-
men {an old companion) cam: down, and, be-
tween jet and carneft, bid me rife s and as I did
not immediately comply, he cut down the ham-
mock, or bed, 1n which 1 lay, which forced me to
drefs myfclf, I wasvery angry, but durft not ve-
fent 1t. 1 weslittle aware how much his caprice
affected me ; and that this perfon, who had no de-
fign 1n what he did, was the meflenger of God’s

providence. I faid Little, but went upon deck ;
where I that moment {aw a man putt:ng his lehcs

intoa boat, who told me he was going to leave us.
Upon enquining, | was informed, that two men
from 2 Guinez i‘nip, which lay near us, had cn-
tered on board the Harwich, and that the Com-
modore (the prelent Sir Gearge Pocock) had or-
dered the captain to fend two others i therr
rcom. My heart inftantly burned like fire.—-eeeee.d
begged the boat might be detained a few mmutes;
1 ran to the I..rufm:enaru:ﬂa*jr and intreated them to n-
tercede with the captaim that I might be difiniffed
upon this occafien. Though I had been formerly

a ill terms with thefe officers and had difoblired
them allin thar turns, yet they had pitied my cale,
and were ready to ferve me now. The captaip,
who whea we were at Plymo uth ]L ad refufed to

exchange
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exchange me, though at.the requeft of Admiral
Medley, was now calily prevailed on, 1 believe,
in little more than haifan hour from my being a-

cep in my bed, Ifaw myfulf difcharged, and fafe
on board another fhip. i his was one of the ma.
ny critical turns of life, in which the Lord was
pleafed to difplay his providence and care, by cau-
fing many unexpe€ted: circamBances to concur in
almeft an mflant of time.  Thele fudden opportu-
nities were  feveral times repeated 5 cach of them
brought me into ax intire new {cene of aCtion, and
they were ulnally delaved to almoft the lat mo.
ment in which they could have taken place.

The fhip I went on board was bound to Sicrra
Leon, and the adjacent parts of what is called 7ke
windward coafl of Africa. The commander, I
found, was acquainted with my father ; he received
me very kindly, and made fair profeffions of
afliftance ; and I believe he would have been my
friend : but without making the leaft advantage of
former miltskes and troubles, I purfued the fame

courfe 3 nay, if peflible, 1 a@ed much worfe. On
board the Harwich, though my principles were tos
tally corrupted, yet, as upon my firft going there
L was in fome degree ftaid and ferious, the rememe
brance of this made me ahamed of breaking out
1n that notorious manner I could otherwife have
indulged. But now cntering amonglt ftrangers, 1
could appcar without difguife ; and I well remem.
ber, that while I was paffing from the one fhip to
the other, this was one reafon why I rejoiced in
the exchange, and one refleftion [ made upan the
occafion, viz. ¢ That I now might be zs abandon.
““edasl plealed, without any controul 3 znd

3
from this time I was exceedingly vile indeed, little

tf any thing fhort of that animated defcription of
an almolt irrecoverable flate, which we have in

2Pet. i, 1. I pot only fiuned witha high hand
- myfelf



36 Eniry on board a Guineaman, and  Let 4

myfclf, but made it my ftudy to'tempt and {cduce
ethers upon every occafion ; nay, I cagerly fought
accafion fometimes to my own hazard and _huri.
One natural confequence of this carrpge was, a
lo{s of the favour of my new captain ; not that he
was at all religious, or difiked my wickednefs any
further than it affecied his intereit, but 1 became
carelefsand difobedient : 1 did not pleafe him, be-
caufe I did not intend it 3 and as he wasa man of
zn odd temper likewife, we the more eafily difa.
arecd,  Befides, 1 had a little of that unlucky wit,
which cazn do Little more than multiply troubles
and enemies to its pofieflor : and, upon {tme 1ma-
gined affront, 1 made a.fong, in which I ridiculed
his faip, his defigns, and his perfon, and foon
taught it to the whole fhip’s company. Such was
the ungrateful return I made for his oilers of
fricndthip and protefion. I had mentioned no
names, but the aliufion was plain, and he was no
flranger either to the intention or the author,——-—
I.fhall fay no more of this part of my. ftory ;
Jet it be buried in eternal filence. But let me
not be filent from the praife of that grace which
could pardon, that blood which could expiate,
fuch fins 2s mine : Yea, ¢ the Lthiopean may
« change his fkin, and the leopard his fpots,”
fince 1, who was the willing flave of every evl,
poffeffed with a legion of unclean {pints, have been
{pared, and faved, and changed, to ftand as a mo-

nument of his almighty power forever.
"hus I went on for about fix months, by which

time the fhip was preparing toleave the coalt. A
few days hefore the failed, the captain died. I was
not upon much- better terms with his mate, who
now fucceeded to the command; and had, upon
fome occafion, treated me ill. I made no doubt
but if T went with him to the Welt-Indies, he
- wopld put meon board amao of war; and this,
from
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from what I had known already, was more dr_cad-
ful to me thandeath, Vo aveid 1ty I determined

to remain 1n Africa ; and amufed myfelf with ma-
ny golden dreams, that here 1 fhould find an op-
portunity of :mproving my fortune.

‘[hercare Rillupon that part of the coalt a few
white men {ettled, (and there were miny more
at the time I was fir(t there,} whofe bufinefs it was
to purchale flaves, &c. in the rivers and country
adjacent, and fell them to the fhips at an advanced
price.  One of thele, who at firlt landed in my
indigent. circumftances, had acauired confiderable
wealth : he had lately been in England, and was
returning in the veffel I was in, of which he owned
a quarter parte His example impreffed me with
hopes of the fame fuccefs ; and upon condition of
eatening mnto his fervice, I obtaived my difcharge.
I had not the precaution to make any terms, but
trulted to hus generofity. 1 received no compen-
fation for my time on board the thip, but a bill
upon the owners in England : which was never
paid, for they failed before my return. The day
the veliel failed, ¥ landed upon the ifland of Benan-
oes, with lLittle more than the clothes upon my back,
as if I had efcaped fhipwreck. I am, &e.

January 17, 1763,

ml—_—-—
LETTZEILR. vV

Dear Sir,
HERE teems an tmportant inftru€ion, and of

frequ{'nt ufe, tn thefe words of our dear Leord,

N Mine hour is not yet come.”  The two foliow-
3 oyears, of which T am now to give fome ac-
A 1 count
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cotnt, wiﬂ fecem as anabfolute blank 1 a very
fhort fife 1 but as the Lord’s hour of grace was
not yet come, [ was to have fhll deeper experience
of the dreadful [tate of the heart of man when Jeft.
to leif. I have feen frequent caufe fince to ad-
mire the merey of the Lord, in banifhing me to thofe
diftant parts, and almoft -.-:u,ludmg me froim human
{ociety, atz time-when 1 w**sl)uc, with mifchiief,
and, like one infelied with a peltilence, was ca-
11'1131».; of fpreading a’taint wherever T went.  Had:
my affaivs taken a different 4uirn 3 hdd I fucceeded
in my defigns, ‘and remained - in England, my fad
flory would probably have been worfe.  Worfe in
myfelf, indeed, 1 could have hardly been; but my
wickednels w ould have had greater feope © 1 might
have been very _hurlful to others, and multiplied -
irveparable evils,  But the Lord - w*lfel} plzced me
whcre I could do ht'le harm. 'Ihl. few I had’ to
Was fonn brought into [uch '1by:& cncum[l'mces,
that'T was too low to have any influence. 1 vas
rather fhunned and defpifed than initated 5 there
being few, even of the' nearoes ﬂwnﬁulvea, (du-
1 Ing “the firft year of my- rélidence Amony lhcm,)
but thought them{elves too good to fpmk to e,
I was as vet an ¢ outcall: ]}IH‘T in my bluod,”
(Lzck. xvi.) and, to all appearance, expofed to
oerifh——Dbut the Lord beheld me w ith merey,
—i1¢ &id not firike me to ht‘“, as [jufily deferved :

¢ he paffed by me when 1 was my biood, and {aid
“ unto me, Live” Butthe appointed time for the
manif: {tation of his love, to cover all m} Intquities
wnh Ihe rpbe.of his r1g11temunefs, and to.admnit
me-.to -the- priviliges of his chﬂdtcn, wis not till
lung uft';ixm'a:(ls yet cven now he bid me fve
and § can only aferibeit to his fecret upholding
pOW Lr, that what [ fuffered in a part of this mter-

val,~cid not bereave me cither of my hife or fenfes ;
yet
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vet, as’ by thele fuflerings the, force of my evil
examples and inclinations was leffened, 1 have rea-
fon to account them amengft my mercies. |
[t may not, pevhaps, be amifs to digrefs for 2
few lines, and give vou a very brief fketch of the
ageography of the circuit T was now conlined to ;
elpecially as I may have frequent ovceafion {o refer
.to places I fhal! now mention: for mv trade after-
-wards, when the Lord gave me to fee better davs,
~was chiefly to the fame pleces, aud with the fame
perfons, where and by whom 1 had beeu coniider-
ed as upoyn a level with thewr meanelt flaves. INeom
-Cape de. Verd, the molt weliern point of Afiien,
to Cape Mount, the whole coalt is full of rivers
.the principal are, Gambia, Rio Grande, Sierra-Le-
-on, and Sherbro. OF the former, 2s it is weil
known, and I was pever there, 1 need fay nothing,
The Rio Grande (like the Nile) divides into many
branches near the {ea. On the mofil _nui‘thcrly *
called Cacheo, the Fortuguefe have a fettlement.
The moft fouthern branch, knowu by the name of
Rio Nuna, s, or then was, the ufual boundary of
-the white men’s trade northward. ~ Sierra Leon is
a mountainous peninfuls, upinhabitcd, and, 1 be-
lieve, inacceflible, upon account of the thick
woods, excepting thofe parts which lie uear the
water.  The river is large and navieuble,  TFrom
hence, zbout twelve leagues to the {foath-cxil, are
three contiguous iflands called the Beirances, a-
bout twenty miles in circuit: this was about the
centre of the white men’srefidence.  Seven leagues
farther, the fame way, ‘lie the Plantances, three
fmall iflands, two miles diftant from the continent
at the point, which form onc fide of the Sherbyo.
This river is move proverly a found, running within
a long ifland, 20d receiving the_ confluence of fe-
veral lavge vivers, ¢ rimers unbuseon 1o fonz," but
far more deeply engraven in my remembrance than
- the



L Fardfeigs endured in Africa. Let. &

the Po or Tiber.  The fouthermoft of thefe has
« very peculiar courfe, almolt parallel to the ooalt ;
fo that 1 tracing it 2 great many leagues vpwards,
1t will feldom lead onme above three miles, and
{ometimes not more than half a mile, from the fea-

fhore. Indeed I know not but that all thefe rnivers
may have cemmunications with each other, and
with the fea in many places, which I have not re-
marked. If you czlt your ¢yes upon a large map
of Africa while yvou are rexding this. you will
Lave a general idea of the country I wasin; for
thouzh the maps are very incorre@, moft of the
places I have mcentioned are inferted, and in the
tamic order 25 1 have named them.

My new imalter had formerly refided near Cape
Mount, but now he fettled at the Plantanes, upon
the largelt of the three iflands. Itis a low fandy
ifland, about two miles 1in circumference, and al-
meft covered with palm-trees. We immediately
began to bmld a houle, and to enter upon trade.
I had now fome defire to retrieve my loit time,
and to exert diligence 1m what was before me; and
he was a man with whom I might have lived toler-
zbly well, 3f he had not been foon influenced a-

cainlt me : but he was much under the dire@ion o
a black woman, who lived with lLim as a wife.
She was a perfon of fome confequence in her own
country, 2nd he owed his firft sife to her intereft.
This woman {1 know not for what reafon) was
Lirengely prejudiced againit me from the firft ;
and what mnade 1t i worle for me, was a fevere
£t of illaefs, wlih attecked me very foon, before
I nad opportumty to fhew what [ could or wouid
do ip his fervice. I was fick when e failed in
a thaliop to Rio Nuna, and he deft me 1n her hands.
At el I was taken fome cate of ; bur as T -did not,
recover vay focn, the grew  weary, ans r:nlirt:]y
nepwedted me, I had fometimes not a little diffi-

culty

'
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culty to procure 2 draught of ¢old wattr when
burntag with a fever. My bed was a mat ‘pread
upon 3 board or chelft, and a log of wuod my pii-
low. When my fever left me, and my appetite
returied, 1 would gladly have caten, bat there
was no on¢  grave unto e, She lived in pleaty
herfelf, but hardly allowed me {uficient te fatain
hife, except now and thew, when in the hirheft
good humour, fhe would fend me viQlaals in her
own plate after fhe had dined ; and this ({6 greally
was my pride humbled) { receieed with thanks 2nd
cagernels, us the moft eager begrar does an alms.
Ouce I well remember, T wag called to receive
this bounty from her own hand ; but being exceed-
ingly weak and fceble, 1 dropped the plate.  Thofe
who live in plenty ean hardly conceive how this
lofs touched me : but fhe had the cruelty to laugh
at my difnppuintmunt; and thﬂugh tht table was
covered with difhe:, {for fe lived much in the
European manner,} fhe refuled to grve me aiy
more. My difirefs has been at times fo great, as-
to compel me to go by night, and null up roats in
the plantation, (thongh at the rifk of being pun-
tthed as a thicf,) which T have enten raw upon the
fpet, for fear of difcovery. "The roots 1 fpeak of
are very wholefome food, when boiled or roafted ;
but as unfit tv be eaten raw In any quantity as
a potatoe. ‘'he confequence of this dict, which, afe
ter the hrlt cxperiment, T always expe&ed, und
{tldom mifed, was the fame as if 1 had taken rar-
tar emetic ;3 {o that I have often returned as empty
as 1 went ¢ yet neceflity urged me to repeat the
trial feveral times. I have fometimes heen relieved
by ftrangers ; nay, even by the fluces in the chain,
who have fecretly bought me viGtuals (for they
durft not be fevn to do 1t) from their own flender
pittance.  Next to prefling want, nothing {its hard-
¢r upon the mind than feore: and comtempr ¢ and of

Da this
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this Likewife I had an abundant mealure. . When
1 was very flowly recovering, this woman would
{fometimes pay me 2 vifit, not to pily or relieve,
but to infult me.  She would call me worthlefs and
indolent, and compel me to walk; which when
1 could hardiy co, fle would {et her atteadants to
mimic my motion, to clap ther hands, laugh,
throw limes at mc; or, if they chofe to throw
fiones, (aul think was the cale once or twice,)
tf.oy weie not rebuked : but i general, though
el who éepended on lier favour mult jomn 1o her,
treatmment, yet, when fhe was out of fight, I was
rather pitied than frorned by the meaneft of her
flaves. At length my meller returned from his
vovage. 1 complincd of ill uiege s but he could
not betieve suc : znd as I did it in her hear-
ing, 1 fared no better for it.  But in his fecond
voyz e he took me with kim. We did pretty
well for a while, till 2 brother-trader he met
the tiver perfuaded lim  hat 1 was unfaith-
ful, and ftele his goouds in the mght, or when
he was an frore, This was almeit the only vice
I could not be juftly chargzed with: the only re-
maiss of 3 goud cducation 1 could boalt of, was
what is commonly cailed buagfy ; end, as far as
ke had intrufted me, 1 Bad Tern always true; and
though my great diftvels mygh, in {ume meafure,
hav= excufed it, I never once thought of defraud.
sz him in tioe {mallelt matten However, the
charge was believed, znd 1 oundemned without ewi-
dence.  EFram that time Je likewiie uled me vely
hardly : whenever e leit the vollel, 1 was lockdd
upon deck, with a piut of sice for my day’s allow-
ance; and, if Le dzid weoger, Ilad no elset il
has return,  Iadedd, I beiievg, I fuould have beein
nearly flarved, but for an opporiumty of catclitng
fth fometimes. When fuwis wore Killed for his
own ulz, I foldom was sllvwedany part Lut the en-

tratls
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- trails to.bait my hooks with ; and at what we call
Slack avater, that is, about . the changing of the
tides, when the current was fUill, 1 ufed generally
to fith, {for at other times it was not practicable, )
and 1 very often fucceeded., If I faw 3 fith upon
my hook, my joy was little lefs than any other per-
fon may have found in the accomplithment of the
fcheme he had molt at heart.  Such a fifh, haflily
broled, or rather half burnt, without fauce, falt,
or bread, has afforded me a delicious meal. 1f
I caught none, I might (if { could) fleep away my
huager till the next return of flack water, and then
try again., Nor did [ fuffer lefs from the incle-
mency of the weather, and the want of clothes.
L'he rainy feafon was now advancing ; my whole
fuit was a fhirt, a pair of trowfers, a cotten hand.
kerchief inftead of a cap, and a cotton cloth, a-
bout two yards long, to fupply the want of upper
garments : and, thus accoutred, I have been cx.
poled {or twenty, thirty, perhaps near forty hours
together, in " inceffant rains, zccompanied with
firong gales of wind, without the lealt fhelter,
when my mafler was on fhore. 1 feel to this day
fome faint returns of the violent pains I then con.
#trafted. The exceflive cold and wet I endurdd in
that voyage, and fo foon after 1 had recovered
from a long ficknefs, quite broke my conftitution,
and my Ipirits.  The latter’were {e.on reftored; but
the efieéts of the former Nill ramain with me, as
a ncedful mem: nto of the fervice and wages of fin,

In about two months we returned ; and then the
reft of the time 1 remained with him was chichiy
fpent at the Plantans, under the fame Icgimen as
I bave already mentioned. My haughty lieart was
now bLrought down ; net to a wholfome repent.
ance, not to the language of the prodigal : this
was far from me ; but my fpirits weve funk 5 1 Jogt
all refolution, and almolt all reficion. I had loft

- the
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the aercenels which fired me when on board the
Harwick, and which made me capable of the moft
ielperzte attempts ; but I was no further changed
(han g tygertamed by hunger i—temove the ovca-
{10n, an¢ he vl beas wild as ever.

One thing, though firange, ismoit true, Though
d-titete of tood ard clothing, deprefled to a de-
gree bryond common wretchednzfs, 1 could fome-
times ccllect my mind to mothematical itudies.
[ had beuzht Dorrow’s Euclid at Plymouth § 1t was
the only voiume 1 bronght on fhore ; 1t was always

cith me, and I uvied to izke 1t to remote corners of

the tfiand by the {ea fide, and draw my ciaprams
with 2 losg itick upon the fand.  Thus 1 often be-
gutied my forrows, and almolt forgot my fecl-
ing j—and thos, without any other affiftance, I
made myidl 1n 2 good meature mafler of the firft
{ix books of Euclid.

Iam, &c.
January 17, 1763.

ettt g ettt

LETTER VI

D.’.’.Ir SEI‘,

HHERE s much piety and {pirit 1n thegrateful
acknowicdgement of Jacoh, ¢ With my flaff

« I paifed over this Jurdan, and vow I 2m become
“ two bandt”” Thele are words which ought to 2f-
fe& mv witi: @ pevuher emotion. I remember that,
{ome of thefe mourutul days to which my 1:lt fetter
refers, T was bufied in planting fome me or lemun
treez. The plants T put i thie sround were no
wnzer thun a vouag gookeberry-buth ; my mafter
aid
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and his miltrels paffing by the place, ftopped
a while to look at me @ at laft, ¢ Who knows,’ fays
he, ¢ who knows but by the time thefe trees grow
** up and bear, you may go home to England, ob-
““ tain the command of a fhip, and return to rean
“ the fruit of your labours ! We fee ftrange things
“{ometimes happen.”  This, as he intended 1t,
was a cutting farcafm. I believe he thought it full
as probable that 1 fhould live to be King of Po-
land.  Yet it proved a predition, and they (one of
them at leaft) lived to fee me return from Eng.
fand, 1n the capacity he had mentioned, and pluck
fome of the firft limes from thofe very trees. How
can I procecd in my relation, Gl I raife a monu-
ment to the divine goodnefs, by comparine the
circumitances i which the Lord has fince placed
me, with what I wae at that time! Had you feen
me, Sir, then go fo penfive and folitary, 1n the
dead of night, to wath my one fhirt unon the
rocks, and afterwards putit on wet, that it might
ary npon my back whie I fiept; had you fecn me
fo poor a figrure, that when a fhip’s boat came to
the illand, fhame of*en conftrained me to hide my-
felf in the woods from the fight of frangers j e-
fpecially had you known that my conduét, prin-
ciples, and licart, were fill darker than my ouf-
ward condition j---how little would you have imag-
med, that one who fo fully anfwered to the
STUGETOL KA1 MisouNTES™ of the apottle, was re-
ferved to befopeculiar 2n inftance of the providential
care and exuberant coodnels of God. There was at
tiat time but one camell defire in my heart which
was not contrary and fhocking both to religion
and realon s that one defire, thuugh my vile licen-
tious Ife rendered me peeuliarly unworthy of fuc.
eels, and thoursh u tnaulfund diflicultics feemed to

* Hateful, and hating one another.
rendcy
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rencer 1t impoflible, the Lord was pleafed to gra-
tify.  But this favour, though great, and greatly
prized, was a fmall thinz, compared to the blefl-
ings of his grace ; he fpared me, to grive me ¢ the
‘““ knowledge of Limfui ia the perfon of Jelus
“ Chnifl.”  In love to my foul, he delivered me
from the pit of corruption, aud cafl ull my aggra-
vated fins betund his back.  He brought my {eet
into the paths of peace.————This is indeed the
caict article, but it is not the whole. When ke
matiz me acceptable to himfelf in the Beloved, he
gave me fovourinthe fizht of othas. e railed
me new friends, prote&ied and guided me through
-2 long furics of dangers, and crowned every day
with reprated mercies. To him T owe it that
I am fih 2live, and that [ am not fiill living 1in
hunger, and in thirlt, and in nzkednefs, and the
wagt of ailthings; into that ftate I brought my-
feif ; but it was He deliveredme.  He has given
me an cafly fituation in life, {ome experimental
Enowledge of his gofpel, a large acquaintance a-
mongii his people, a friendfhip and correfpond-
ence with feveral of his moft honoured fervante,---
But it is as difficult to enumerate my prefent advan-
tages, as it 15 fully to ceicribe the evils and miferies
of thc preceding contraft.

I kuow ot exallly how long this continued
w.th me thus, but T Ielicve near a twelvemonth.
In this interval I wrote two or three times to my
dather : I gave him an account of my condition,
and deitred his affitance ; inuimating, at the fame
time, that I had refolved not to return to England
unlels he was pleafed to fend for me.  Ihave like-
wife by me letters wrote to Mifs C in that
diimal period ; fo that at the loweft ebb, it feems,
1 it1ll rctained a hope of fecing hier again, My fa-
ther applied to his friend in Liverpool, of whom
I bave fpoken before ; who gave orders accordingly
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to a captain of his, who was then fitting out four
Gambia and Sierra Leomn.

Somctime within the year, as 1 have fatd, 1 ob-
tained my malter’s confent to live with another tra-
der, who dwelt upon the fame ifland.  Without
his confent I could not be taken 3 and he was un-
willing to do 1t {eoner; but it was tien brought a-
bout.  This was an altzration mueh to my advan-
tege: I wasfoon decently cloathed, hived in plenty,
was confidered as a companion, and trulted with
the care of all his domeftic cfieés, which were to
the amount of fome thoulund pounds. This man
had feveral faQortes, and white fervants in differ-
ent places ; p'um.u]drlv one Iia Kittem, the river
I {poke of, which runs {o near along the fea coafl.
I was foon appointed to go there, where I had
a fhare in the management of bufinefs, joiutly with
another of his {ervants.  We lived as we pleafed,
bufinefs flourtthed, and sur emplover was fatislied.
Here I began to be wretch enough to think myfelf
happy.  There is a figmificunt phmft: fuqucmly HE
ed 1n thole parts, that fuch a white man 1s grown
black. 1t does noe mtend an alteration of com-
plexion, but difpofition. I have known f{everal,
who, fetthing m Africa after the age of thirty or
forty, have, at that time of life, bLLﬂ eradually af-
fimilated to the tempers, cullnms, and ceremonies,
of the natives, fo far as to prefer that country to
England 1 they have even bicome dupes to all the*
},utuuhd charms, necromancies, amulets, and di- 5
vinations of the blinded negroes, and put more ;-
truit i fuch things than the wifor fort among the )
patives. 2\ part of thus fpirit of infatuation was {7
growing upon me, (in thne perbaps I omight have
yicidad to the whe )]'* ) [ entered into Llufu ¢l
cagements with the 1ulmmt.1nt- ; and wounld Lave
hved and dred o wretch among! L L]lun if the Laid
had not watched over me gor guuj. Not that

I had

Y mas
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I had loft thofe ideas wlichchiefly engaged my heart
to England, but defpair of {ccing them accomplifh-
ed made me willing to remain where I was; I
thought I could more eafily bear the difappoint-
ment in this fituation than- nearer home, DBut fo
foon as I had fixed my conne@ions and plans with
thefe views, the Lord providentially nterpofed to.
break them in pieces, and {ave me from ruin 1
ipite of my{clf. _

In the mean time, the fhip that had orders to
bring me home arnived at Sterra Leon. The cap-
tain made inquiry for me there, and at the Bena.
noes ; but underftanding that I wasat a great dil-
tance in the country, he thought no more about
me. Without doubt, the hand of God dire&ed
my being placed at Kittam juft at thistime ; foras
the fhip came no nearer than the Benanoes, and
{taid but a few days, 1f I had been at the Plantanes,
I could not perhaps have heard of her till fhe had

been {ailed. The {ame muit have certainly been
thé cvent had I been {ent to any other faltory, of
which my new mafter had feveral upon different
rivers.  But though the place I was at was a long
wzy up a river, much more thau a huandred males
diftance from the Plantanes; yet, by the peculiar
fituztion which I have alrcady noticed, I was fhll
within a mile of the fea-coafl, To make the inter-
pofition more rermarkable, I was at that very junc-
turs going in quelt of trade, to a placeat fome dif-
tance directly from the fea; and fhould have {et
out a day or two before, but that we waited for
a few articles from the next thip that oflered, to
coamizte the alfortinent of goods I was to take with
me.  We uled formetimes to walk on the beach, 1n
expedtation of fecing a vellel pafsby 5 but this was
very precarions, zs at that time the place was uot
at all reforted to by fhips for trade. Many palled
ta the pizht, others kept at o confiderable diil;mcc

rom
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from the {hore. In a word, T do not know that apv
one had flopped while [ was there, thoursh foime

“had before, upon ‘obferving a fignal made from the

frore.  In February 1747, (I know not the cxad
dav,) my fellow-lervant waltking down to the beach
1n the forznoon, fawa vellel failing paft, and made
a2 {fmoak 1 token of trade. She was alrcady a
htile beyond the place ; and as the wind was fair,
the captain was in fome demur whether to 1oy ov
not.  However, had my companion been half 2

hour later, fhe would have Leen gone beyond re-
call : but he foon faw her come to an anchor, aad
went on board 1na canoe; and this proved the ve.

vy fhip T have fpoken of. Oune of the firft ¢ue-

ftions he was aflied was concermityr me 3 and when

the captain underltood that I was fo near, hecame oz
thore to deliver his meffage.  Had an invitazion
frum home reached me when [ was fick -and {leov.
ing at the Plantanes, I thould have received it &3
hife from the dead ; but now, for the reafons ol
ready oiven, I heard it at firlt with indifference.
The captain unwilling to lefe me, told a ftorv al.
together of his own framing @ he gave me a verT
prautible account how he had mified a large pacxet
of letters and papers, which he thould have brought
with him; but this, he fid; he was fure of, lLav-
ing had 1t from my futher's own mouth, as weil
as from his empleyer, that a perfon iately dead had
beft me go0l. per annum ; adding furtber, that if
I was any way embarrafled in my circumbtances, hé
had exprels orders to vedeem me, though it thould
coft one halt of -his cargo. Lvery particular of
ihis was falfe ; nor conld | myfeif beiieve what he
tard about the eftate; but as 1 had {ome expedtas
tionsirom 2n aged relation, I thonaht a part of it
might be true.  But I was not long in f{ufpenfe »
for though my father's care.and defire to foe men
had'too bittle weight with me, and woald have been

_::_ *"\‘ m{iadicient
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izfuFcient to make me quit my retreat ; yet the rea
wrembrance of Mrs, N , the hopes of {eeing
her, and the poflibility that accepting tlus offer
raiglit once more put Inc ina way of gatumg lier
Liand, prevaied over all other confiderations. The
eeptoin further promifed, (and in this he kept his
word,) that i fhould ladge in his cabin, dine at lus
tzble, and be his con'lant companton, without ex-
secting any fervice fiom me. Aad thus I was
fuddemy freed from a captivity of zbout ifteen
ronths. 1 had neither a thought nor a delire of
Uiis change one hour before it took piace. Iem-
harced with him, 2nd in a fow hours loft fight of
Iaittam.

How much is their blindnels to be pitied Wwha
oan jee nuthing but chauce 1n events of this fort!
{5 blind zad Rupid was [ at that vre ¢ 1 made no
sedcction, 1 {ought no diretion in what had hap-
cned s like 2 wavre of the {ca driven with the wind,
~d tofed, 1 was goveraed by prefent apprarances,
~~dlgogked no farther.  But he who 1s eyes to the

-
|

LS

New 1 am in fome meafurve enlightened, 1 can
eafily perceive, thot it isin the adjuftment and con-

carrence of thefe feemingly fortuitons circumitanc-
cc. that the ruling power and wildom of God 15
roft evidently difplayed in human affairs. How
many {uch cafual events may we remark in the hil-
tery of Jofeph, which had each a necellary 1n-
A cnce on his enfuinT promotion! If he had not
Asezmed, or if ke had not told his dream :.-«1f the
Midiznites had pafled by a day fooner, or a day
later ; if they had {oid him to any perfon but Po-
tipar ; i his miftrels had been a better woman;
+f Pharach’s officers had not difpleafed their lord;
or if any or ali thefe thungs had fell ont 1 any
o*her manner or time than they did,----all that fol-
Jowed had been prevented ; the promules and pt;_r-

poles
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poles of God concerning Ifracl, their bondaze, de-

age,
liverance, pohity, and fettlement, mult have failed
and as all thele things tended to and centered 1n
Chnit, the promifed Saviour, the defire of all na-
tions would not have appeared.  Mankind had been
(tifl 1n thewr fins, without hope, and the counfeis
of God's eternal love in favour of {inners defent.
¢d. Thus we may fee a conne€lion between Jo-
{fcph’s firil dream and the death of our Lowd
Chrilt, with all 1ts glorious confequernces.  So
{trong, though lecret, is the concatenation between
the greatef? and the fmalle? cvems. What a com-
fortable thought 13 this to a believer, to know, that
amidit all the varions interfering deligns of nien,
the Lord has one conftant deﬁgn, whlch he can-
not, will not mifs, namely, his ewn glory 1n the
complete falvation of his people; and that he 1s
wife, and ftrong, and faithful, to make even thofe
things which feem contrary to this deflign, fublte-
vient to promote it ? You have allowed me to coms-
ment upon my own text ; vet the length of this ab-
fervation may need fome apology. Believe me to
be, with great refpedt, &c.

January 18, 1763,

—m

LETTETR VIL
Dear Sir,

FAVHE fhip I was now on board as a paflenger,
was on a trading voyage for grold, tvory, dyers
wood, and ‘bees wax. It requires much lon{rer
time to colleét a cargn of this {ort, than ofﬂ'ucs.
The captain began his trade at Gambia, had been
alrcady four or five months in Africa, and, conti-
nted
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pucd there a year, or thereabouts, after [ was with
him 3 in which time we ranged the whole coalt as
far as Cape Lopez, which lies abont a degree fouth
of the equino&ial, and more than a thouland miles
farther from England than the place where 1 em-
barked. I have little to offer worthy your notice
in the courfe of this tedious voyage. 1 had no buh-
nafs to employ my thoughte, bnt fometunes amuf-
od myiclf with mathematics: excepting this, my
schole life, when awake, was a courfe of molt hor-.
rid impicty and profanenefs. 1 know pot that
T have ever fince met fo daring a blafphemer : not
content with common oaths and imprecations,
I dzily invented new ones g fo that I wos often fe-
rioufly reproved by the captain, who was him{elf,
a wery pafiionate man, and not at all’ circumfpect
in his exprefiions. . From the relatton 1 at tumes

1nzde him of my paft adventures, and what he faw

of my conduét, and efpecially towards the clofe of
the voyage, when we met with many diffalters, he
wcould ofien tell me, that, to his great grief, he
hed a Jonah on board : that a curle attended me
stherever 1 went 3 and that all the troubles be
met with in the voyage were owing to his having
tzken me into the veffll. 1 fhall omit any further
particulars, and after mentioning an 1oltance or
two of the Lord’s mercy to me, while T was thus
defying his power and paticnce, 1 fhall proceed to
fomzthing more worthy your perufal.

Although I lived long in the excels of almolt cve-
rv other extravagance, 1 never was fond of drink-
ing 3 and my father has oiten buen heard to fay,
t+aat while I avoided drunkeanets, he fhould fhll
crtertain hopes of my recovery.  Duat fometimes
1 would promote 2 drinkinz-bout, fora frolic fake,
as I termedit: for thouxh I did not love the It-
quor, I was feld to do intjuity, and delighted 1n
cifchicr, The laft abominable frolic of this fort

[ cuzaged

-—— - -
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J engaged in was i the river Gabon ; the propofal

and cxpence were my own. Your or five of us one
evening fat down upon deck, to fee who could
hold out longelt in drinking geneva and rum al-
ternately 3 a large {ea-fhell {upplied the pluce of
a glafs. 1 was very unfit fora challenge of this fort ;
for my hecad was always incapable of bearing much
firong drink. However 1 began, and propofed the
firlt toalt, which I well remember was fome impre-
cation agamnft the perfon who fhould flcr! frlt—
This prnvt.d to be myflelf.~-My brain was foon fir-
¢d.---1 arofe, and danced ubout the deck like
a madman; and while I was thus diverting my com-
panions, my hat went overboard. By the light of
the moon I faw the thip's boat, and cagerly threw
mylelt over the Nide to get into her, that I might
recover my hat. My fight in that circemilance de-
cieved me 5 for the boat was net within my reach,

as I thought, but perhaps twenty fect from the
fhip’s lide. 1 was, however, half overboard, and
fhould 1n-one moment more have plunged myfelr
into the water, when {omebody catched hold of
my cleaths behind, and pulled me back. This was
an amazing clcape : for I could uot fwim 1f } had
been fober 5 the tide ran very firong ; my compa-
nions were too much mtoxlcated to fuve me; and
the refl of the fhip's company were aflleep. So
near was 1 to appearance of perithing in that dread-
ful condition, and finking into eternity under the
weight of my own curfc.

Another time, at Cape Lopez, fﬁmc of us h:ld
been 1n the woods, and fhot a buffalo, or wild
cow ; we brought a part of it on board, and care-
ful]y marked the place (as I thought) where we left
the remainder.  In the eveming we returned to
fetch it, but we fet out too late. I undertook to
. be the guide; but night coming on before we could
rcach the place, we loft our wav.---Sometimes we

K2 were
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wereia [wamps, up to the middle in water; and
wien we recovered dry” land, we could not tell
witether we were walking towards the thip, or
wandz: ing farther from her.~-Livery ftep tncrealed
our mccrtamty ~The mght grew darker, and we
were entangled -0 mextricable 'woods, where per-
haps the foot of man had pever trod before.
‘That part of the country 15 entirely abandoned to
t*:ill pealts, with which 1t prouigioufly atouads.
We were indeed 1 a terrible cafe, having neither
tight food, nor arms, and expeQing a tyger to ruth
from belund every tree. The tars were clouded,
and we bad no compals, to form a judgment
whizh way we were going,  Had things continued
thas, we had prubnbly perifhed 5 but i1t pleafed
Ged no pealt came near us ; and after fome hours
perplcxft}', the mooa arefe, ard pointed out the
caftern quarter. It appeared then, 23 we had ex~

pected, that inltead of drawing nearer to the fea-
;dt., we had been penetratmg into the country;
but by the guidance of the moon we at length came
to the watcer-fide, a confiderable diftance fraom the
fhip. We got fafe on board, without any other
mconvenience than what we {uffered from fear and
fatigue.

Tho.e, and many other dudiverances, were allb
at that time entirely loft upcnme. The admoni-
tions of. confcience, which, from [eceddfive repul-
{es, had grown weaker and weaker, at lengzth en-
tircly cealed ;5 2nd for a {pace of many months, if
not_for fome years, 1 cannat recolledt thet I-had
a finglé check of that fort. Attimes I have been vi-
fted with ficknefs, and have b:livved myfelf near
‘to death ; but I had not the jcalt concern abeouit
the cunffquc'tccs. In a word, 1 feemed to have
‘every mark of -final impenitence and rejeétion ;
retther judgments gor mercics made the ‘leaft im-
preflion on me.

At
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At length, our bufinels finithed, we left Cape
Lopez, and, after a few days ftay at the ifland of
Aunabana, to lay in provifions, we failed home-
wards, about the beginning of Januvary, 1748. From
Aanabonato Lingland, without touching at auy
mtermediate port, 18a very long navigation, per-
haps more than feven thoufand miles, if we include
the circuit neceflary to be made on account of 1hie
tradc-winds. - We famled irlt wellward, 1ill near
the coalt of Brazil, then northwards, to the banks
of Newfoundland, with the ufual viriatiens of
wind and weather, and without meeting any thing
extraordinary.  On  thefe banks we itopped half
a day to hth for cod : this was then chiefly for di-
verfion ; we had provifions enough, and little ex-
pe€ted thofe fith (ns it afterwards proved ) would be
all we fhould have to fiblit on.  Weleft the banks
March 1, with a hard gale of wind wellerly, which
puthed us fafl homewards. 1fhould here obferve,
that with the length of thisveyage 1n a hot cli-
mate, the veflel was greatly out of repair, and ve-
ry unfit to fupport ftormy weather; the {ails and
cordage were hikewife very much worn out, and
many tuch .cirenmllances concurred to render
what followed more dangerous. I think it was on
the gth of March, the day before our cataltrophe,
that 1 felt a thought pals through my mind, which
IT'had long been altrangerto. Among the fow
‘booke we hiad onboaril, one was Stanhope's 7%,.
mds a Kempis: 1 carelelsly took it up, as I had
-often done before, to pals away the time ; byt
I had Rill read it with the fame indifference as if it
was entirely a romance. Fowever, while T wag
readtng this time;, an involuntary fuggellion arofc
an-my mind, What if thele things thould be trye 2
]l could ot bear the foree of the ference, as it
velated to myfeli, and thevefore fhut the book Dre-

fently. My conlcience witnelfed againft me cnec
more,
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more. and | concluded, that, true or Zalic, I muit
abide the confcquences of my own choice., 1 put
an abrupt «nd to thefe refleciions, by joiniayg In
with fom= vain converfation or other that came 1n
the way.

But now #5e Lerd's tims «was come, and the comn-
viftion 1 was feunwiliing to receive was decply im-
preffed upen me, by an 2wful difpenfation. I went
to bed that night in my ufual {ccurity and mau-
ference, but was 2waked from a fourad {lecp by the
force of a viclent fea, which broke on bozrd us.
So mnuch of 1t camedown below as filicd the cab-
bin Ilay 1o with water. This alarm was followed
v a cry from the deck, that the fhip was gomnyg
down, or finking. As loon s I could recover
myfeif, I efiayed to go upon deck, but was met
upon the ladder Ly thecaptamn, whe delived me
16 brine a kit with me.  While T returned for
(ke knife, enother perfon went upin my room,
v.hio was Inltanily wathed overboard. We had no
Veifure to lams:nt him; nor did we expedt to fur-
vive him long @ for we {oon found the thip was fil-
ing with water very faltl,. The fea had torn awey
the neer timbers 6a one fide, and mads the flup

Law g p¥ =
d &

- more wieck ina fow minutes. 1 fhali rot afect
t0 deferbe this difafter 1 the marine dizleds; whieh
weould be uncerfioed by few ; and therdore 1 con
ive veu but avery inadeqguate 1dea of it. Tuken
- Weircumilances, it was affoaithing, and almoit
mmircculouns. that any of us furvived to relate the
figr-. Ve had immediate recourie to the pumps ;
bus the water increafed ugainl't a‘l our efforis: tome
of us were {et to lailing in another part of the velf-
fel, that is, to ladc 1t out with-buckets zud pails.

e had but cleven or twelve pcuplc to fullain this
fcivice 3 and notwithflanding all we could do, (he
wze full, or very nzar it ; and then with acom-

Mmoo €argo e moft have funk of courie : but we
haa
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had a great quantity of bees-wax and wood on
board, which were {peafically hyhter than the wa-
ter; and as it ]}L.;tﬁ;d God that we received this
L‘mt,L‘u. the very crifis of the galf: towards morn-
T W W coabled to cmploy fome means for our
Lml\, wiich fucceeded beyond hope.  In wbout
an iow’s e the day began to break, and the
vind sbateds We expended molt of our clothes
und Ledding to flop the leaks, (though the weas
ther was e ..LLLdill r cold, efpecnlly to us, who had
{0y l’ttt..h lett a he 1*t climate 7} over thefe we natled
preces of boards, and at laft perceived the water
bate.  Atethe beginning of this hurry T was lit-
tle affeéted. I pumped hard, and endeavoured 1o
ammate myfelf and my companisns. I told one of
them, that noa few days this diftrels would ferve
its to talk of over a glafs of wine : but ke being a
tefs harddened finner than myfclf, replicd with
cars, ¢ Nu, it is too late now.” About e
o’clock, being almolt l‘pmt with hunger and labour,
I went to fpeak wath the captala, who was buli-
od cifewhere; and jelt as I was returning from
him, I f.-ud, almoft without any meaning, ¢ If
“ thns will not do, the Lord have mercy on us.”
This (thougl fpoken with little refleétion) was the
firlt detive 1 hiad breathed. for reevey for the {pace
ot many years. I was inflantly ftruck with my
own words, and as Jehu fard once, What hafl thou
lo do cvitn peace ? fo 1t diveltiy occurrved, JVhat
nzrcy can there be jor we ? 1 was oblized to ve-
turn to the pump, and there 1 continuted till noos,
almolt every pafling wave bhreaking over my head ;
but we made ourlelves fufl with vopes, that we
might not-be wathed away,  Indeed T expeéted,
that every time the vefiel defcended in the fea, e
would rife no more; and though 1 dreaded death
now, and my heayt forcboded the worlty if the
{criptures, which Y hul long finge onpofed, were
indeed
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indced true; yet {isil I was but half-cenvinced, and
remained for a fpace of time 1n a {ullen frame, a
mixture of delpairand impatience. 1 thought, 1t
the Chritizn religion wastrue, 1 could not be for-
given: aud was thereore expeéiing, and almott,
at ttmes, wiking to knsw the worlt ofit,

‘I am, &c.

Ganzary 16, 1703,
'—'—__-m——-—-——'

LETTLER VIIL

Dzzr Str,

HE 1cth {thatis ia the prefent fyle the 211

of March, 1s 2 day much to be remembered

by me, and | have never fuifered 1t to pafs wheily
unnoticed (ince the year 1738, On that day the
l.ord {eat from cn hizh, and d:itvered me out of
Cesp waters.—1 continued at the pump from soree
I the mornizg till near nesa, and then I could do
no more. I went and lay dowo upon my bed, un-
certzin, and almofl wmdifferent whether I fhould
cile 2¢gain. In an hour’s time I was called, and
not baing able te pump, I went to the helm, and
iteered tha fhip till mudnight, excepting a fmall in.
terval fo:r refrefhment. I had here letfure and
conventent opportunity for refleCiton. 1 began to
think of my former religious profefiions, the ex-
traordinary turns in my life 5 the calls, warnings,
and dehiverances I had met with; the licentious
caurle of my converfation, particularly my unpa-
ralleled cfirontry 1In making the gofpel-hiitory
(winch I could not now be fure was falfe, though £
w43 aot as yet alfured it was truc) tae coaltant fub-

Jcﬁ
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je& of profanc ridicule. I thought, allowing the
fcripture-promifes, there never was, nor could be,
{uch a finner as myfelf ; and then comparing the
advantages I had broken through, 1 concluded at
firlt that my fins were too great to be forgiven,
The fcriptures likewife feemed to fay the fame: for
I had formerly been well acquainted with the Bible,
and many pallages upon this occafion returned up-
on my memory, particularly thofe awful paffages,
Prov. 1. 24.—31. Heb. vi. 4. 6. and 2 Pet. ii. 20,
which {eemed fo exaltly to fuit my cale and cha.
ratter, as to bring with them a prefumptive proof
of a divine ontginal.  "Thus, as 1 have {aid, 1 wait-
cd with fear and impatience to receive my inevita.
ble dovn.  Yet though I had thoughts of this
kind, they were exceeding faint and difproportion.
ate; it was mot till long after {perhaps feveral
years) til I had gained fome clear views of the in-
finite rightcoufucls and grace of Chrifl Jefus my
Lord, that 1 had a decp and firong zpnrehenfion
of my flate by nature and pradice; and perhays
till then I covld not bave borne the fisht.  So
wonderfully does the Lord proporiion the difco.
veries of fin and grace 5 for he knows our frame,
and that 1f he was to put forth the greatnefs of his
power; a poor finacr would be inftantly over-
whelmed and crufhed as a2 moth.---But to return .
When 1 faw, beyond all probability, there was {till
hope of refpite, and heard about fix in the even-
ing, that the fhip was freed from water—there a.
rofe a gleam of Lope. I thought T faw the hand
of God difplayed n our favour: I began to pray.
~I could not utter the prayer of fasth; 1 could
not draw near to a reconciled Ged, and call him
Father. My prayer was like the cry of the raveas,
which yet the Lord does not difdan to hear. I
now began to think of that Jefus whom I had fo

often dended ; Loreeolleled the particulars of his
- life,
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kfe, and of his death: a death for fins not his
cwr, but, as 1 remcmbered, for the fake of thofe
who 1a their diftrefs fhould put their truft in him.
And now. I chiefly wanted cvidence. The com.
fordels prinéiples of infidelity were deeply rivetted,
ard I rather wifted than belisved thefe things were
real fa&ts. You will pleaie to ublerve, Sir, that I
collect the {irain of the rcafonings and curc:fcs of
my mind 1a onc view ; but 1 do not {ay. that all
this pafied at one time, The great qutllmu now
was, bow to obtain faitn ? | fpcak uot of an ap-
propriating faith, (of whick I then knew noi-
ther the nature nor neceftity,) but how I fhould
gain an zlturance that the ferptures were of di-
vins infpirction, and a fuflicient warract for the
exercifes of trult ard hope in God. One of the
firft helps 1 received (in confequence of a determi-
nation to examines the New Teftament more care-
~ fuily) was from Luke xi. 13. Ihad been fenfible,
that to profefs faith in Jefus Chnit, when in re-
2lity 1 did not believe his hiftory, was no better
than a mockery of the heart-fearching God; hut
here 1 found a fpint fpoken of, which wasto bhe
communicated to thofe who alk it. Upon this T
rcafoned thus .-——1f this beok is true, the promife
in this paffage muft be true hkewife: 1 have need
of that very Spint by which the whole was wrote,
in order to underftand 1t aright. He has engaged

cre to give that Spirit to thole who afk.—-1
muft therefore pray for it ; and if it is of God, he
will make good his own'word, My purpofes were
itrengthened by John viti. 17 | I concluded from
thencc, that though I could not fay from my heart
that I believed the gofpel, yet I wouid for the pre-
{ent take 1t for granted, and that by fludying it in
this hght I fhould be more and more confirmed m
it. . 1f what I am writing could be peruled by our
modera iifidels, they would.fay,. {for I -too well

) know
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know thetr manuer,) that I was very defirous to
perfuade mylelf into this opinion. I confefs
I was; and {o would they be if the Lord thould fhew
them, as he was plealed to fhew me at that time,
the abfolute neceflity of fome expedient to inter-
pofe between a righteous God and a finful foul.
Upon the gofpel-fcheme I {aw at leait a-peradven-
ture of hope, but on every other fisde 1 was fur-
rounded with black unfathomable defpair.

The wind was now moderate, but continued
fairy and we were full drawing nearerto our porl,
We began to recover from our counfternation,
though we were greatly alarmed by our circuni-
flances.  We found that the water having flozted
all our moveables in the bold, all the cafks of provi-
fion had been beaten to pieces by the violent mo-
tion of the futp: on the other hand, our live ftock,
fuch as pigs, fheep, and poultry, liad heen wath-
cd overboard 1 the florm.  In offie&, all the pro-
vilions were faved, except the fith I mentioned, and
fome food of the pulfe-kind, which ufed to be giv-
en to the hogs, (and therc was but little of this
Icft,) all our other provilions would have fublifted
us but a week at {canty allowance. The fails, too,
were moltly blown away, fo that we advanced but
flowly even while the wind was fair.  We imagin-
ed ourflelves about a hundred leagues from the
lund,-but were inreality much farther.  Thus we

proceeded with an alternate prevalence of hopes
and fears, My leifure time was chiefly em-
ployed in reading and meditating on the fcripture,,
and praying to the Lord for mercy and initruc-
tion.

Things continued thus for four or five days, or
perhaps longer, till we were awakened one morning
by the joyful fhouts of the watch.upon deck pro-
claiming thefightof land. We were all foon vaifed at

the found. - The dawning was uncommonly beauti-

I3 ful,
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ful, and the hight (jult ftrong enough to difcover
diftantobjects) prefented us with a gladdening prof-
peét @ 1t feemed a mountainous coaft, about twen-
ty mitles from us, terminating in a cape or point,
and a httle further two or three {mall iflands, or
hummucks, as jult nfing out of the water; the
appearaace and pofition {cemed exaétly anfwerable
to our hopes, refembling the north-weft extremity
. of Ircland, which we were fleering for. We fin-
- cerely congratulated each other, making no doubt
but that, if the wind continued, we fhould be 1n
{fafety and plenty the next day. The {mall re-
maicder of our brandy (which was reduced to Iit.
tlz more than a pint) was, by the captain’s erders,
diftributed amongft us; Le added, at the {ame
time, * We fhall foon have brandy enough.”eeecee.-
We likewife ate up the refidue of our bread for
joy of this welcome fight, and were in the condi-
tion of men fuddenly repricved from death. While
we were thus alert, the mate, with a graver tone
than the reft, {unk our fpints, by faying, that
“ he withed it might prove land at laft.””  If one
of the common failors bad firft faid {o, I know not
but the reft would have beat him for raifing {uch
au varcafonable doubt. It brought on, however,
warm debates and difputes whether it was land or
no 3 but the cafe was foon unan{werably dectded,
forthe day was advancing faft, and ina little time
one of our fancied iflands began to grow red frem
the apprcach of the fun, which foon arofe jult
under it.  In a word, we had been prodigal of our
bread and brandy too haftily ; our land was lite-
rally in nubibus, nothing but clouds, and in half
an hoyr more the whole appearance was diflipat-
ed.—--—-Seamen have often known deceptions of
this fort, but in our extremity we were veiry loth
to be undeceived. Howewser, we comforted our-

felves, that though we could not fee the land yet,
B N Wwe
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we thould foon, the wind hitherto continuing fair,
But, alas! we were deprived of this hope likewife.
‘That very day our fair wind fubfided 1ato
a calm, and the nent morning the ales forung up
frem the fouth eaft, dire€tly againit us, and con-
tinued fo for more than a fortnight afterwards.
‘L'ne fhip was fo wrecked, that we were obliged to
keep the wind always on the broken fide, unlefs
the weather was guite moaderate. Thus we were
criven, by the wind fixing in that quarter, {till fur-
ther from our port, to the northward of all Ire-
land, as far as the Lewis, or weltern iflands of
Scotland, but a Jong way to the weltward., In
a word, our {tation was {uch as deprived us of any
hope i bemng velieved by other veflels, It may,
1adeed, be queltionsd, whether our fhip was not
the very firlt that had been-in that part of the o-
ccan at the fame fealon of the year.

Provilions now began to grow very fhort; the
half of a falted cod was a day’s {ubfiflence for
twelve prople. We had plenty of frefh water, but
not a drop of ftrongy liquor; no bread, hardly
any cloaths, and very cold weather. We bad in-
ccifant labour with the pumps, to keep the fhip a-
bove water.  Much labour and little food walted
us faft, and one man died under the hardihip.
Yet our {ufferings were light in comparifon of our
juft fears, We could not afford this bare allow-
ance much longer, but had a terrible profpe@ of
being cither flarved to death, or reduced to feed
upon one another.  Our expe@ations grew darker
every day 5 and I had a further trouble peculiar to
mylelf.  The captain, whofe temper was quite
foured by diltrefs, was howrly réproaching me (as
I formerly obferved) as the {ole caufe of the cala-
mity : and was confident, that if I was thrown o-
verboard, (and not otherwife,) they fhould be pre-
fcrved fromdeath, He did not intend to make

the
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the experiment ; but the continual repetition of
this in my ears gave me much uneafinefs, "efpecial-
ly as my confcience feconded his words ; 1 thought
1t very probable, that all that had befallen us was
- on my account. 1 was at lalt found out by the
powerful haad of God, and ccndemned in my own
breat, Hewever, procceding in the methed
1 have defcrtbed, I began to conceive hopes greater
than all my f{fears ; efpecially when at the time we
were ready to give up all for loft, and defpair was
taking place in countenance, I faw the wind
come about to the very point we wifhed it, o as
beft to fuit that broken part of the thip which muft
be kept out of the water, and to blow fo gentle as
our few remaining fails could bear; end thusit
continuced without any obfervable alteration or in-
creale, though at an unfettled time of the year,
till” we once more were called up to fee the land,
and were convinced that it was land indeed. We
$aw the ifland Tory, and the next day anchored in
Laugh Swilly in Ireland. ‘This was the 8th of A-
pril, jult four weeks after the damage we fuftained
from the fea. 'When we came 1ate this port, our
very lait victuals was beiling in the pot; and be-
fore we had been there two hours, the wind, which
fcemed to have been providesntially reftramed till
wc were in a place of fafcty, began to blow with
great violence ; fo that, if we had continued at fea
that night in our fhattered enfecbled condition, we
muft, 1n all human appearaunce, have gene to the
bottom. About this time [ began to know, that
there is a God that hears and anfwers prayer.
How man¥ times has he appeared for me hinee this
great deiiverance ! Yet, alas! how diitruitful aad
ungcateful is my heart uato this hour!

I am, &ec.
January 19, 1703.
- - L E T-
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LETTER IX

.Dc’ﬂrj S Er,

ITave brought my hiftory down to the time of
~ my arrivalin Ireland, 1748 ; but before 1 pro-
ceed, 1 would look back alitde, to give you forre
further account of the ftate of my mind, and low
far 1 was helped agamft inward difficulties, which
befet me at the time { had many outward hardfhips
to {truggle with. The Hraits of hunger, cold,
wearinels, and the fears of finking, and arving,
1 fhared in common with others; hut, befides
thefe, I felt a heart-bitternefs, which was proper
ly my own j no one on board but myfelf being im.
prefled with any fenfe of the hand of God in our
danger and dehverance, at leaft not awakened to -
any concern for their fouls. No temporal difpen:
fations can reach the heart, unlefs the Lord him.

{cifapplies them. My companions in danger were
cither quite unafle@ed, or foon forgot'it all: but
1t was not fo with me : not that I was any wifler
or better than they, but becaufe the Lord was pleal.
ed to vouchfate me peculiar mercy; otherwife

I was the moft unlikely perfon in the {hip to reczive

an impreflion, having been often before quite fiu.
pid and hardened in the very face of great dangers,
and always, till this time, had hardened my neck
ftill more and more after every reproof.o—e] can
fee no reafon why the Lord fingled me out for
mercy, but this, ¢ that {o it feemed good to him;”
unlefs it was to fhew, by onc aftonithing inflance,
that with him “ nothing is impoffible.”

There were no perfons on board to whom .
1 could open myfelf with freedom concerning the--
ftate of my foul, none from whom I could alk ad.
vice. Asto books, 1 had a New Teftament, Stan-

I 2 hope
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hope already mentwned, and a volume of Bifhop
Beveridge's fermons, one of which, upon cur Lord s
paflion, affeted 'me much. In perafing the New
"I'eitament, 1 was ftruck with feveral pailages, par-
ticularly that of the fig-tres, Luke xuii; the cale
cf St. Paul, 1 Tim. i; but particularly the Prodi-
. galy Luke xv.; a cafe, I thought, that had never
bzen fo nearly eremplified as by, myfelf ;—.and
then the goodnefs of the father in receiving, nay
in runeing to meet fuch a fon, and this iatended
only to illuftrate the Lord’s goodnels to returmng
finners,—this gained upon me. I continued much
in prayer; lfaw that the Lord had interpofed /o
far to fave me ; and 1 hoped he would de merec.
‘The outward circumflaaces helped in this place to
make me itill more ferious and earneft in crying to
him who alone could relieve me; and fometimes
I thought I could be content to die even for want
of food, fo I might but dic a believer. Thus far

I was anfiwered, that before we arftved n lreland
] kad a fatisfa@ory evidence in my own mind of
the truth of the golpel, as confidered in 1tfel), and
its exat {uitablenels 1o anfwer all my needs. 1
faw, that, by the way there pointed out, God migrht
deelare, not his mercy only, bat his jullice alla,
in the pardon of fin, on the account of the obe-
dience and fufferings of Jefus Chrit. My judg-
roant at that time embraced the fubiime dottrine of
¢« (2od manifelt in the flefh, reconciling the world
¢: 1o himfelf.”? 1 had no jdea of thofe {yltems
which allow the Saviour no higher honour than
that of an upper fervant, or at the muﬂ:. a demi-
god. 1 flood in heed of an Almighty Saviour, and
{uch a one 1 found defcribed in the New Telta-
ment. Thes far the Lord had wrought a marvel-
jous thing; § was no longrer an infidel ; 1 heartily
rewounced my former prufanencfs; 1 had taken

vp fome rigit notions, was ferioufly difpoled, and
fincere
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fincerely touched with a fenle of the undeferved
merey 1had received, in being brought fafe through
fo many. dangers.  { was forry for my paflt mif-
pent hite, and purpofed an immediate reforma-
tion: 1 was quite freed from the habit of fwearing, -
which feemed to have been deeply rooted in me as
a lecond nmature. Thus, to all appearance I wasa
new man,

But though I cannot doubt that this change, fo
far as it prevailed, was wrought by the Spirit and
power of God; yet ftill I was greatly deficient in
many refpes. I was in fome degree affected with
a fenfe of my more enormous fins 5 but I was little
aware of the innate evils of my heart. Ihad no
apprehenfion of the {pintuality and extent of the
law of Gad ; the hidden lhife of a Chnllian, asit
confifts in communion with God by Jefus Chrift,
and a continual dependance on him for hourly fup.
plies of wifdom, ftrength, and com fort, was a my-

ftery of which I had as yet no knowledge, I ac-
knowledged the Lord’s mercy in pardoning what
was paft, but depended chicfly npon my own re-
folution to do better for the ume to come. I had
o Chriftian friend or faithful minilter to advife
me that my firength was no more than my righ-
teoufnefs : and though 1 feon began to enguire for
ferious books, yet not having {pintual difcern-
ment, I frequently made a wrong choice ; and I
was not brought in the way of evangelical preach-
ing or converfation (except a few times when I
heard but underftood not) for fix years after this
pétiod; | hofe things the Lord was pleafed to dif-
cover tc me gradually. I learnt.them here a hittle,
and there a little, by my own painful experience,
4t a diftunce from the common means and ordi-
nances, and in the midit of the {ame courle of e-
vil company, and bad ¢xamples, as 1 had been con-

verfant with for fome time.  From this period 1
could
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corld no srors make a mock at fin, or jet with
holy tnings ; I no more queftioned the truth of
fcripture, or loft a fenfle of the rebukes of cone
icience. Therefore I confider this as the begrii-
ning of my return to Ged, or rather as his return
to me; but I cannot conlider myfelf to have been
a2 beltever {in the full fenfe of the word) till a con-
hiderable time afterwards.

I have told vou, that, in the time of our diftrefs,
we had freth water 1o abundance.  This was a cone
fiderable relief to us, efpecially as our fpare diet
was moftly falt-afh without bread s we drank plen-
tifally, and were not afraid of wanting water vet
our ftock of this hkewife was much nearer to an
cnd than we expelled 5 we fuppoled that we had
fix large butts of water on board ; and jt wae well
that we were {zfe arrived in Ireland before we dif-
coverced that five of them were empty, having been
remeved out of their places, and flove by the vio-

lent agitation when the fhip was full of water, If
we had found this out while we were at fea, it
would have greatly heightened our diftrefs, as we
mult have drank more fpari::g]y.
While the thip was refitting at Lough-Swilly, I
repaired to Londonderry.  Ilodged at an excecd-
ing good heufe, where 1 was treated with much
kindncfs, and foon recruited my health and trength.
I was new a {erious profeflor : went twice a-day to
the prayers at church, and detcrmined to receive
the facrament the next opportunity. A few days

before, I fignificd my intention o the miniter, as
the rubric direéts ; but I found this prattice was
grown obfolete. At length the day came: T arofe
very early,-----was very particular and carneft in
my private devotion 3 and, with the greateft fo-
lemnity, engaged mylelf to be the Lord’s for cver,
and only his.  This was not = formal but a fincere
{urrender, under a warm {enfe of mercies recently

received ;



Let. 9. Eoents in Ireland, . 6o

received 5 and yet, for want of a better knowledge
of myfelf, and the fubtlety of Satan’s temptations,
I was {educed to forget the vows of God that were
upon me, - Upon the whole, though my views of
the gofpel-falvation waere very indiftingt, I expe-
rienced a peace and fatisfaGion in the ordinanee
that day, to which'I had Lzen hitherto a perfe&
{tranger,

The next day I was abroad with the mayor of
the city, and fome other gentlemen, fhooting: 1
climbed up a fteep bank, and pulling my fowling-
picee after me, as I held it ina perpendicular direéit.
on, it went off {o near my face as to burn away the
corner of my hat. F'hus when we think our.
{clves in the greatelt fafety, we are no lefs expofed
to danger, than when all the elements feem cone
fpiring to deftroy us. The Divine Providence,
which is fufficient to deliver us in our utmoft ex«

tremity, is equally neceflary to our prefervation in
she molt peaceful fituation.,

During our flay ie Ircland T wrote home, The

veflel T was in had not been heard of for eighteen
months, and was given up for loft long before.
My father had no more expe@ation of hearing that
I was alive, but he reccived my letter a few days
before he left London.—He was juft going Go-
vernor of York Fort in Hudfon’s bay, from whence
he never returned.  He failed before I lunded in
Lngland, or he had purpoled to take me with
him ; but God defigning otherwife, one hindrance
or other delayed us in Ireland until it was too late,
I recetved two or three affe@ionate letters from
him, but T never had the pleafure of {feeing hum
more. I had hopes, that in threce years more, I
fhould have had an opportunity of afking his for-
givenels for the unealinefs my difobedience had
given liim : but the fhip thut was to have brought

him home came without him, According to the
helt
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befl accounts we received, he was feized with the
cramp when bathing, and drowg:cd, a httle before
her arrival in the bay. Lxcuke this digreTion.

My father, willing to contribute all in his power
to my fatisfaltien, paid a viiit before his departure
to my fricnds 13 Kent, and gave his confent to the
vaton which bad been {9 long taiked of. Thus
when I returned to » 1 found I had only the
canfcnt of ene perfon to obtain; with her I as yet
Hood at as great an uncertaiuty as on the firf day
I {aw her.

I arrived at——-the Iatter end of May, 1548,
about the fame day that my futher failed from the
Nore ; but found the Loird had provided me ano-
ther father in the gentliman  whofe fhip had
brought me home. He received me with grent
tendernels, and the firongelt exnrefiions of friend-
fiip and affitance ; yet no more than he has fince
made good: for to him, as the inltrument of
God’s goodnels, I owemy all.  Yet it would uot
have been in the power even of this fricnd to have
ferved me effe@ually, if the Lord had now met
with me on my way home, as I have related.  Till
then I was like the man poileffed with the Laion.—
No arguments, no purfuafion, ro views ofinterefl,
no remembratce of the palt, or regard to the fu-
ture, could have conftrained me within the bounds
of common prudence. But now I was in fome
mealure reftored to my feafes. My friend imme-
aiately offered, me the command of a (hip 5 but,
upon mature confideration, I declined it for the
prefent. I had been hitherto always unfettled and
carelels ; aad therefore thouzht T had better make
another voyage firlt, and learn to obey, and ac-
quire a further infight and expericnce in hufinefs,
before [ ventured to uadertake fuch a charge. The
mate of the veflel [ came home in was preferred te
the command of a new fhip, and I cugaged o go

in
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in the flution of mate with him. [ made a fhort
vilit to London, &c. which did not fully anlwer
my views, | had but one opportunity of feeing
Mifs C , of which 1 availed myf{elf very little ;
for I was always cxceeding aukiward in pleading
my owr caule wiva woce.--eemme But after my return
to L. , I put the queltion in fuch a marner,
by letter, that fhe could not avoid (unlefs I had
greatly miftaken her) coming to fome fort of an
explanation,  Her anlwer (though penned with
abundance of caution) fatisfied me as I colledted
fromit, that {he was free {ron any other engage.
ment, aud not unwilling to wait the eveat of the
voyaye I bad undertaken. I fhould be athamed to
trouble you with thele hittle details, if vou had nat
vourfeli defired me,

Iam, &c.
January 20, 1763.
-————m

LETTER X,

Dear Siry

Y conneélions with {ea-affairs have often led
J_ me to think, that the varieties obfervable in
Chriftian experience may be properly iilufirated
from the circumilances of a voyage. Imagine to
yourfelf a number of veflels, at different tinves, and
from difterent places, bound to the fame port ;
there are fome thinge in ~which all thefe would a-
gree,-—-the compafs flcered by, the port in view,
the general rules of navigation, Dboth as to the ma-
nagement” of the veflel, and determining their a-

fronomical obfervation, would be the fome in all.
In
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In other relpcfts they would differ @ perhaps no
two of them would meet with the fame diftribu-
tion of wind and weather. Some we f{ee fet out
with a profperous gale; asd when they almait
think thetr paflage fecured, they are checked by
adverfe blalts ; and after enduring much hardfhip
and danger ;. and frequent éxpectations of fhip-
wreck, they jult efcape, and reach the defired
haven. Others meet the greateit difficulties at firft;
they put forth in a ftorm, and are often beaten back ;
at length their voyage proves favourable, and they
euter the port with a rLEROPHOR4, arich and a-
bundaat entrance. Some are hard befet with cruif-

crs and enemies, and obliged to fight therr way
through ; others meet with little remarkable n
their paffage. Is 1t not thus in the f{prricual hife ?
Al true believers walk by the fame rule, and mind
the fame thiogs: The word of God 1s their com.
pafs ; Jefusis both their polar ftar and their fun
of rightt‘:nufnefs . thetr hearts and faces are all fet
Sion-ward. Thus far they are as one body, ani-
mated by one fpirit, yet their experience, formed
upon thefe common principles, 1s far frem being u-
niform. The Lord, 1n his firft call, and his follow-
ing difpenfations, has a regard to the fituation,
temper, talents of each, and to the particular {er-
vices or trials he has appointed them tor.  Though
21 are exercifed at times, yet {ome pals throungh
the voyage of life much more fmoothly than others.
But he ¢ who walketh upon the wings of the wind,
¢t and meafures the waters in the hollow of Iis
¢¢ hand,” will not {uffer any of whom he has once
taken charge, to perith in the ftorms, though for a
feafon, perhaps, many of them are ready to give up

ail hopes. i
We muft not therefore make the experience of
athers, in all refpects, a rule to ourfelves, nor our
own 3 rule 10 otbers; vyet thefe are common mil
takes,
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takes, and produétive of many more. Asto my-
{clf, every part of my cafe has been extraordinary,
----I have hardiy met a fingle inftance refembiing It,
Few, very few, have been recovered from iuch
a dreadfv] late ; and the few that have been thus fa-
voured, heve gencrally paflfed through the moft fé-
vere conviftions; and after the Lerd has given
them peace, thetr future lives have been ufually
more zealous, biight, and exemplary than com-
mon. Now as, on the one hand, my conviétions
were very moderate, and far below what might hace
been expeéted from the dreadfal review I had to
make ; fo, on the other, my firlt beginnings in
a religious courfe were as faint as can be wellimagin.
ed. 1 never knew that feafon alluded to, Jer. i1 2.
Rev. it. 4. ulually called the time of the frfl love.
Who would not expect to hear, that after {uch
a wonderful unhoped-for deliverance as I had re-
caved, and after my eyes were in fome meafure en.
lightened to fee things aright, I fhould immediately
cleave to the Lord and his ways, with full purpole
of heart, and ' coufult no more with flefh and
blood ? But, alas! it was far otherwife with me.
I had learned to pray; I fet fome value upon the
word of God, and was no longer a libertine : but
my foul fill cleaved to the dult.  Soon after my
departore from L-—-—, I began to intermit, and
grow flack 1o waiting upon the Lord ; I grew vain
and trifling 1n my converfation ;. acd though iy
heart [mote me often, yet my armour was gone,
and I declined falt ; and by the time I arrived at
Guinca, I feemed to have forgot all the Lord's
mercies, and my vwn engagemeats, and was (pro-
faneunefs excepted) almoll as bad as before. ‘The
enemy preparcd a train of temptations, and I be-
came his caly prey: and, for abuntg month, he
alled mé afleep in a cowrle of evil, of which,
a few months befere, I could nothave fuppofed my-

G , felf

-
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{cIf any longer capable. How much propriety 15
there in the apollic’s advice. * Take heed, ieft any
¢« of you be hardened through the deceitfulnels of
¢ fin 3 O who can be fufficiently upon thew
goard! Sin firk deceives, and then 1t hardens
1 was now falt bound in chains ; I had little defire,
znd £o power at all to recover mylelt. 1 could not
but at times refle@ how it was with me: butif
I.att.-:mpttd tu ﬂrugglr. with 1t, it was 1n vain,
I was jult Jike Samfon, when he faid, “ 1 will go
¢ forth, and fhake myfelf as at other imes:” but
the Lord was departed, and he found himfelf help-
iefs, inthe hands of his cnemics. By the remem-
brance of this interval, the Lord has often inftrudled
13e £oce, what a poor creature I am in myfelf, in-
capable of Randing a fingle hour, without continual
frefh fupplics of flrength and grace from the foun-
tain-head.

At leagth the Lord, whofe mercies are infinite,
interpof«d in my behalf. My bafmefs 1n this voyage
while upon .the coaft, was to fz1] from place to
place in the Jong-boat to purchale flaves, ‘The fhip
was at Sterra Leon, and T thien at the Plantancs,
the {ceae o my feimer captivity, where every
thing | faw might feem to remind me of my nora-
titude. I was in eafly circumftances, courted by
thofe who formerly defpifed me @ the fiue trees
I -had placted were growing tall, and promifed {ruit
e following year, agaiaflt which time 1 had expec-
Lations of returning with a thip of my own. But
none of thefe things affeGted me, uill, as 1 have
:1id, the-Lord again interpefed to fave me.. e
viited me with a violent - fever, which broke the
t41al hain,.2nd once more brought me to myfelf.
Bar, G what a profpeét ! I thought myfelf now
fammaned away..——-My paft dangus and deliver-
_scesy my carnelt prayers in the time of trouble,
my {ulema vowe bulore the Lord at Lis table, and

mv
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my ungrateful returns for all his goodacls, were
all prefent to my mind at once.  Then I hegan to
wifh, that the Lord had fuffered me te fink into
the ocean when L firft befought his mercy.  Ior
a uttle while I concluded the door of hope to be
quite fhut ; but this contunued not long.,  Weak,
and almofl delirious, I arofe frem my bed, and
crept to a retired part of the iffand, and here

I found a renewed Liberty to pray. Ldurlt makero
more refolves, but caft myfelf hetore the Lovd, to
do with me as he jhould pleafe. | do not remem.
ber that any particular text, or remarkable difco-
very, was prefented to my mind; but in general
I was enabled to hope andh:.hev.c in a crucibied Sa-
viour. T he buerden was removed from my can-
fcience, and not only my peace, but my bealth was
reftored ; T cannot fay inflentaneounfly 5 but I ve-
covered frcm that hour; and fo faft, that when
I returned to the fhip two days afterwards, 1 was
perfeétly well before [ got on board.  And. from
that time, I truft, I kave been delivered £ om the
power and dom:inion-of fin, though asto the ¢
fe&sand conflifts of {in, (welling in me, T il
“ 7roan, being burdened.” I now began again to
wait upon the Lord; and though 1 have often (et
ed his Spint, and foolifhly wandered from  him
fince, (when,alas! fhall I be more wife 1) yet his
powerful grace has hitherto preferved me from fuch

black declenfionsas this I have lzft recorded ; and
I humbly truft 1n his merey and promifes, that he
will be my guide and guard to theend.

My leifure-hours in this voyage were chiefly em-
ployed in learning the Latin language, which [ had
now eutirely forgot.  This defire took place from
an tmitation 1 had feen of one of Horace’s odestn
a magazine. I began the attempt under the great.
clt difadvantages pofiible; for 1 pitched npon
a poct, perhaps, the moft difficult of the poets, cven

Horace
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Horace umlelf, for my tift book. 1 had picked

up an cid Englifh tranflation of him, which, with
Caftalic’s Laun Bible, were all my helps. 1 forgot
a ID:&icnary, but I would not thercfore gIve up
my purpoic. 1 had the edition in yfum Delphini ;
and by comparing the Gdes with the interpretation,
and tracing the words, I could underfand from
«ae place to ancother by the index, with the affi(-
tance I coiild get from the Latin Bible : in this way,
tv dint of hard tnduflry, often waking when
¥} might have flcpi, I made fome progrefs before I
reiurned, and nct only urnderftood the fenfe and
meaning of many Odus, and feme of the Epililes,
but began to relifh the beauties of the compofition,
aud zcgmired a Ipice of what Mr, Law calls c/affcal
e trifiafm.  Andindeed, by this means, I had Ho-
race more ad unguers than fome who are maflers
¢f the Latin tongue ; for my helps were fo few,
that 1 generally had the paflage fixed in my mcmo-
1y, before I could fuily underftand its mesning, .

My bufinefs inthe long-boat, during eight months
~ we were upon the coalt, expofed me to innumera-
tie dangers and perily, from burning {uns and chil-
¢ing dews, wings, rains, and thunder-ftorms, in
{ucopen boat ; and on shore, from long journies
through the woods, and the temper of the natives,
who are in many places crucl, treacherous, and
watching opgortunitics for mifchief. Several boats
1n the fame time, were cut off, feveral white men
poifoned, and 10y awn boat 1 buried 6ix or feven
people, with fovers. When goingr on fhore, or re-
terning from it; 1o their Litle canoes, have been
more thzn once or twice ove: fot by the vinlence of
the {urf, or beach of the fea, and brought to land
nazif-dead, {for I could not fwim.) An account of -
{uch efcapes as T full remember, would fwell to fe-
veral (hects, and many more I have perhaps for-

got; I thali only {ele€t une inftance, as a fpummcrtl_
0



l.et. 10, Vo_;'ag: to Jfrf:a. =

[

of that wonderful providence which watched over
me for good, and which, I deubt not, you will
think worthy of notice.

When our trade was fimfhed, and we were neay
farling to the Welt-Indics, the only remeining fer-
vice 1 had to perform in the boat, was to afiift in
bringing the wood and water from the hore.r We
were then at Rio Seftors. ] ufed to go into the ri-
ver in the afternoon with the fea-breeze, procre
my loading in the evening, znd retwrn on board a
the mornming with the land-wind.  Several of thefw
litile voyages I had made ; but the boat was grown
old, and aliroll unfit for ufe. This fervice like.
wife was almolt completed.  One day having dined
on board, I was preparing to return to the riveras
formerly ¢ [ had taken leave of the eaptain, receiv.
td his orders, was remdy in the boat, and jull yro.
ir'g to put off, és we termuit s that is:, to Iot JO our
ropes, and {ail from the thip.  In that inflant the
captain came up from the cabin, and called me oy
board agam,—~I went, cxpoéiing firther orders ;
but he fid, he bad ro0d it in Jis bea ), (as he phral.
ed it,) that [ fhould remain that day in the fhip,
and accordmngly ordered another man to g0 I vy
room. I was furprifed at this, asthe boat had ne-
ver heen fent away without me before, and af:ed
him the reafon 5 he could give me no renfou but as
2bove, that {fo he weuld have it Accordingly the
boat went without me; but returned no mare.
She funk that nirht a the river, and the perfor
who bad fupplied my place was drowned, 1 was
much firuck when we received news-of the event the
next morning-—The captain him{elf, though nuise
a ltranger to relizion, fo faras to deny a particular
provicence, could not help beng affe&ed; but be
declared, that ke hud no other reafon for counter.

_marding meat that time, but that it came fadden.
Iy wto his mind todetain mev-eel! worder 1 oo
G 2 mitt.d

—
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mitted this inmy vghtleiters, as I have always
thoucht it one of the moft extravrdinary circums-
flunces of my life.

I am, &c.
January 21, 1763.

Tt e

LETTZER XL

Dear Sir,

A Few days after I was thus wonderfully {aved
from an unforefeen dangcr, we fatled for An-
tiguz, and from thence procecded to Charleftown
in Scuth Carolina.  In this place there are many
ferious prople ; but I knew not where to &ind them
cut : indeed I was not aware of a difference, but
{uppofed that all who attended public vorthip were
cosd Chritians. 1 wasas muchmn the durk about
preaching, not doubtiny but whatever came from
the pulpit muft be very gosd.  Thad two or three
onportunities of hearing a dufientriy mimiter, nam-
¢d Smith, who, by what 1 kave krown fince,
I believe to have been an excclient and powerful
preachier of the gofpel; and there was femething
in his manner that firuck me, but I did nct nightly
underiiand him. The beft words that men can
{peak are ineffcftuzl till expiaindd and applied by
the Spirit ef God, who alone can open the heart.
It pleafed the Lord for fume thne that I fhould
learn no more than what be cnabled me to colle¢t
from my own cxperience and rededtion. My con-
duct was now very inconfiftent.—Almclt every day,
when bufinefs would permut, I ufed to retire into

the weeds and ficlds, {for theie, when at hasud,
have
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have always bren my favourite oratorics,) and I
truft 1 begun to tafte the fweets nf communion with
God 13 the exercifes of prayer and praufu and yet
I frequently fpent the vvenings in vain and worth-
Riscompany. Indeed my relith for worldly diver-
fions was mach weakened, and I was rathera fpee-
tator than. a fharer 1n their pleafures ;. but 1 did
not as yet fee the neceflity of an ablolute foroear-
ance. Yet'as my compliance with cuftom and
company was chicfly owing to want of light, rather
than to an obftinate attachment, and the Lord was
pleafed to preferse me from what I frew was fin-
ful, 1 had for the molt part peace ot confcience, and
my firongreft defires were towards the things of God.
As yet I knew not the force of that precept, ¢ Ab-
¢ flain from all appearance of evil;”—but very
often ventured upon the brink of temptation : but
the Lord was gracious to my weaknels, and would
not {ufrer the enemy to prevail agamnft me. 1 did
not break with the world at once, (as might in my
cafe have been cxpe@ted,) but I was graduvally led
to fec the inconvenience and folly of one thing af-
ter another; andwhen I faw i, the Lord ftrength.-
ened me to give it up.  But it was fome years be-
fore I was fet yuite at hiberty from occational com-
pliances 1A many thungs i which at this time 1T dwrlt
by ro means allow mylelt,

We hnifhed our voyage, and arrived in Le—e-,
When the fhip’s affairs were fettled, I wentto Lon-
don, and from tacnce {as you may: {uppole) 1 faon
repatred to Kent.  More than feven years were
now elapled fince my it vilit.—No views of the
kind could fecem more chimerical, or could fubfitt
vader greater dirconragements than mine had done
yet, throvgh the over-ruling geodnels of God,
while I feemed abandoned to m}*{'::lf, and blindly
following my own headitrong paflions, 1 was gmd-

cd by a hand thzt 1 kacw not, to the accemphifh-
iLent
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ment of my withes. Every obflacle was now re-

moved. 1 had rencunced my former follies, my
interelt was eflabhthed, and friends on all hides
confenting ; the point was now entirely between
ourlclves, and, after what had paffed, was cafily
concluded.~—--Accordingly our hands were joined
on the 1t of February, 1750.

The fatisfa&ion I hase found in this union, vou
will fuppole, has been greatly heightened by reflec-
tion on the former. difagreeable contrafts I had
pafled through, and the views I have had of the
fingular mercy and providence of the ILord in
bringing it to pafs. If you pleafe to look back to
the beginming of my fixth letter, (p. 44,) I doubt
not but you will cllow, thzt fow perfous have knewn
more, cither ol the mifery or happinefs of which
Luman e (as confidered n itfelf is capable. How
calily, ata time of hie when T was fo little capable
of judging, (but a few months more than f{cven-

teen, )might my afte@ions have been fixed where
2hey coulé have met with no return, or where fuc-

cels would have been the heavielt difappointment.
The long delay 1 met with was likewife a mercy ;
for-lad I fucceeded a year or two fooner, hefore
the Lord was pleajed to change my heart, we muft
have teen mulually unhappy, even as to the pre-
fent iife. ¢ Strely mercy and gocednefls have fol-
¢ Jowed me ell my days.”

But, alas! I foon began to feel that my heart
was fill hard and ungrateful to the God of my
life. This crowning merey, which raifed me to
all I could ufk or wifh in a temporal view, and
which ooght to have Leen ananimating motive to
vbedicnce and praife, had a contrary effect.—-
] refted ia the gift, and forgot the giver. My poor
narrow heart was Jfatisfied.~-A cold and carelefs
frame, asto {piritual things, took place, and #ain-
ef greund caily.. Happy for me the feafon. was

advancing
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advancing, and in June 1 received orders to repair

to L . 'This roufed me from my dream ;
I need not tell you that I found the pains of abfence
and feparation fully proportioned to my preceding
plealure. 1t was hard, very hard, to part, ¢fpe-
crally as confeience interfered, and fuggefted to
me how litdde I deferved that we fhouid be {pared
to meet again.— But the Locd fupported me.—
I wus a poor faint idolatrous creature ; but 1 had
aow {ome acquaintance with the way of accefs to
a throneof grace by the blood of Jefus : and ptace
wis foon reftored to my confeience.  Yet throuvgh
all the following voyage my irregular and excefiive
affections were as thorns in my ecyes, and often
made my other blefiings taltelefs and infipid. Byt
he who doth all things well, over-ruled this like-
wifc for good. It bicame an occafion of quicken-
ing me in prayer both for her and myfelf; it in.
creafed my indifference for company and amufe-

ment 5 it habituated me toa kind of voluntary felf-
demialy, which 1 was afterwards taught to improve
to a better purpnft:.

While 1 vemainud in England, we correfponded
cvery poit ; and all the while I ufed the fea after-
wards, 1 copftantly kept up the pradtice of writiug
two or three times a week, (if weather and bufi.
nefs permitted,) though no conveyance homeward
oficred for fix or cight months together. My
packuts ward ufua"y hu:wy; aind as not one of
them at any time mifcdrried, I have tq the amount
of near 200 fieets of paper now lyivg in my ba-
rean of that correlpondepce. .1 mention this bitle
rehicf [ contrived to foften the intervals of ab{eace,
becauie it had a good ¢ffe@ beyond my firlt inten.
tton. It habituated me to think and write tipon
a great variety of fubje@s ; and I aequired, infen.
[ibly, a greater readine($ of exprefing myflelf than
I thowld have otherwife attained. As I gained more

ground
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rrruund 1n Tl rmu: KNOW lﬂ‘dﬂ't’ my letters became
more {erious ; and at times, I i1l find a7 advan-
tage in looking them cver, efpeciully 2s they re-
mind me of many providentizl mcidents, and the
Fate of my mind zt different periods in thefe voy-
aires, which would etherwife have elcaped my me-

I iallLJ {rom L in Auguit, 1735¢, command-
cr of 2 good thip. I have no very extraordinary
cvents to recount from this poniad, and fhall there-
rors coniract my rn-“mmr:, ieit I brcome tedious :
vot I am witling to give you a brief fketck of m]
nutory down to 1353, the year of my {cttiement
in my prefent fituation, I had now the commend
and care of thirty perfons @ I endeavoured to treat
tn:m with humanity, and to fet'them a good ex-

ample; I likewife eftabiifhed public umﬂup, ac -
corcing to the liturgy, twice cvery Lord’s day,
officiatinz myfelf. Farther than this I did not pro-
ccel whilz 1 contiened 1 that employment,

Huving now much leflure, I prul'u:utt.d the fty:-
dy of the ’ Latin with cocd fuccels. I remembered
2 uIC‘Llun"r", this voyage, end procured two cr three

ther books ¢ but {ill it was my hap to chule th=
hardeft.—-I added Jusenal to Horace ; ond, for
nrofe authors, I pitched upon Livy, C=zlar, and
Salluit,  You will eafily conceive, Sir, that I had
ll:ﬂ'd waik, to begin (w hcre 1 lfmu‘d have left off)
vith IJurﬂc.. and Livy. I was nct aware of the
:.iIT ence of ftyle; I had heard Livy highly com-
rmended, and was refolved to uaderiland him.
[ began with the firlt page, and kid down a rule,
Whn.h I feidom departed from, not to procced to
ccond peried till T underftood the firit, and fo
en. I was often at a land, but feldom difcourag-
¢d ¢ here and there I found a few lines quite ob-
ftinate, and was forced to break in wpon my rule,

aud give them up, cfpecially as my edition hag 0;:-
;
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ly the texty without any notes to aflit me. Bt
there were not many fuch ; for before the clofe of
that voyage, I could (with a few exceptions) read
Livy from end to end, almolt as readily as an En-
glith anther. And I found, n furmounting this
difneulty, 1 had fur:nountcd all 1n one. Other
profe authors, when they came in my way, colt
me little trouble.  In fhort,in the fpace of two or
tnree voyages, 1 became tolerably acquainted with
the belt claflics, (I put all I kave to fay upon this
fubjedt together.) Iread Terence, Vivgnl, and feve-
ral picces of Cicero, and the modern claflics, Bu.
chanan, Erafmus, and Calimir.—At kungth I con.
cerved a defign of becoming Cicerorian  myfelf,
and thought 1t would be a ﬁnc thing mdccd to
wriie pure and clegant Lat.n,—1 made fome cffays
towards 1t, but by this time the Liord was pl:.aff.{l
to draw me ncarer to himfelf, and to give me
a fuller view of the ¢ pearl of great price,”” the
meltimable treafure hid 1 the field of the holy
feripture 3 and, for the fake of this, 1 waes made
williag to part with all my new-acquired 1iches,
I began to tnak that hfe was too fhort (cfpe(:h.]ly
my hﬂ.) to admit of kifure for fuch elaborate tri-
g, Nether poet nor hnlionan covld tcdl me
a weid of Jelus, and I theredore apphied myfelr to
thofe whe could. 'The cluflies were at firlk re-
ftrzined to one mormag m the week, and at lenath
quite lard afide. I have not looked in Livy tlicfe
itve years, and I fuppole T could not now wedl vn-
derfland him. Some paflages in Horace and Vir-
il T (Ll admire 5 but they feldom come in ny
way. | preter bu:..n.,u“tn S I‘i'nlmﬁ to a whole thelf
of Flziviisi--Dut thus much 1 have gained, 2nd
more than this 1am not {olicitous about, o much
of the Latn as caobles me to read any wfeful or
curions book thae 1s pubbfied in that Janguage,
Ahout the Dune timey and for the fame reafon that

bonar.
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I guarrelled with Livy, I laid afide the mathema-
tics.—] found tiiey not only colt me much tme,
but engrofid my tluught:. too far ; my head was
Li.t:iqih roil of fehemes, I was weary of cold con.
tempiative truths, which can neither warm nor
amend the hieart, but rather terd to aggrandize 2.
I found no traces of this witdom i the hfe 0! Je-
fus, or the writings of Paul. I do not regret that
} hzve had fome opportunities of knowing the firlt
PIIFCIF‘I":, of thele things 3 but 1 fee much caufe to

ralle the Lord that he incltned me to fiop In time ;
ana, whiitt T was ¢ fp.ndmg my lahours for that
“ which 1s not bread,” swos plealed to tet before
me mn:: and muli witheut meney and without
¢ p*zce.

}.I}' it vovaze was fourteen months, through
various feenes of d'*ngcr and difficulty, but no-
thins very r‘f*rn&mabh_, and 2s I intend t- be
more I):1rt:Lumr with regard to the fecond, I fhall
atiy {av, t I was pr:.f...ru.d from every harm ;

na H".mff : «n many fzll on my night hand and on
v Lere, I was brw'rh home 11 peace, aud reftor-
.4 to where my thuugnts had been o:ten divedted,
evember 2, 17515, [ am, &c.

'.1']1;11-.} .l--r’ I 63-
e = S M g - R R ——

ETTLR XIIL

Dear Sir,

Avsost willi T coeld recal my laft fheet, and
j_ retrect my promife.  [iearl hm"t.n raged too
tzr, aud thall prove a mere Zouni V\ itat havc
I morz that can dederve veur notiee ! However,
it iz fome {etisinClion that I am now writing to
(di oaiv ; and, 1 believe, vou will have can-

du
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dour to excufe what nothing but a feale of your
kindnefls conld extort from me.

Soon after the period where my laft clofes, that
i3, in the interyal between my firft and fecond
voyage after my marriage, . I began to keep a fort,
of diary ; a practice which 1 have fince found of
great ufe. 1 had in this interval repeated proots
of the ingratitude and evil of my heart, A Iife of
cafe, in the midft of my friends, and the fuil {a-
tisfaltion ot my wilhes, was not favourable to the
vrogrefs of grace, and afforded caule of daily hu.
miliation.  Yet, upon the whole, 1 gained ground.
I became acquainted with books, which gave me
a farther visw of Clitthan dodtrine and expert-
ence 3 particularly, Scongal's Life of God in the
Soul of Man, H. recy’s Meditations, and The Iife
of Colunel Gurds er.  As to preaching, T heard nene
but the common fort, and had hardly an 1dex of
any better ; neither had I the advantage ot Chri-
ftian acquaintance. 1 wasdikewife greatly hinder-
¢d by a cowardly referved fpirt 5 1 wag afraid of
beinge thought precife 5 and teough I eould not live
without prayer, I duril not propofe it cven to my
wife, tll fhe hertdf firfl put me upon it ; fo fac
wis I from  thofe t:}:p'.'c(ﬁnnﬁ of zeal and ]m‘t,
which feam o fuitable to the cafe of one whe has
had much forziven,  In a few months the return-
ine feafon calied we abroad agam, and I failed from
Yiceeeemeey v amew fip, Juiy 1752,

A {eafaring hfe 1s necetfunly excluded from the
beacht of pubiic ordinances and € hrbian commau-
nion ; bul, as 1 have obferved, my Jofs upon thele
heads was at this time but fmall. In other refiects,
I know notany caing that feems morve favourabie,
or ailorls greater advantages to an awakenced
mfnr.l by p:'unmtfng the lif.c of Gad n the {,ul .
cfpectatly to a porfon who has the commond of a
lirp, wnd 1?:::0..;:.' has it i s DOWCT to redrain

I :[ oy L{ I'L]i‘:;

—~ g
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grofs irregularitics in othiers, and to difpofe of lns
own time 3 and il mote fo in African voyages,
as thefe fhips carry a double proportion of men
and oficers to moil other, wnich made my de.
partment very ealy; and exceptivg the hury of
trade, &e. upon the coail, which is rather occa-
foaat than conltant, afiorded me abundance of
lofure. Lo be at fea in thefe civcumfances, with-
dizwa out of the reach of innumerable temptations
with opportunity and a turn of mind difpofed to
chivrve the wonders of God inthe great deep, with
the two  aobiet objedts of fight, the cxpanded
Jawas, and the expanded orean, continually in
“icw 3 and where evident mterpofitions of Diviae
szavidesce, in 2afw.r to prayer,occur almoll eve-
rv day; thele are helps to quicken and confirm

' )

Paoeend

the Hie of faich, which, in a good mcalure, fup-
piv 10 a ruigicus (alor the want of thofe advan-
sases which can be eninyid only upon the fhore.
Aad, inc-ed, though my krowledge of {piritual

thin 3, 23 knowlcdge is uluzily eitimated, wasat

Uhls time very dmaity vet T fometimes look back

Wit TroTes upen Cvofe ieenes. I never knew [wect.
er or more srequent hiours of divine communton,

thou 1 Ty W0 L voyages to Guiner, when

T o either almolt fzcludid from fociety on thip-
baard, ur whea on fhore amonglt the 1135 1VES,
{izve wandered throush the woods, rededticg on
the dincular goodnels of the I.ord 1o me, N
Liice Wity Prilaps, there was not 2 perfon that
Loow i for fome thoufand miles vowind me.

- -

2 uas a time, vpon thefe oceafions, I have -2lor-

4

«s T

i ovae brautiied lines of Properiius to their night
owner g haes il of bldphemy and madaels when
. T irem ¢ 1o a creature, but full of comiort anda

'l b |
IR T 5t YERA A uf A 1:.::1.:1:1.':1‘.

S1o
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] L ’ 1] r
Sic eao defertis pofim Lone wicore fylais
Puo nalla bumana fit wia frita podz
L I " » ¥
Tu mibi curcrum reguies, i1 nede vndlra
Lumeny ¢t in folis tu nihi turla loels.

PARAPHRASED.

In defert woolds with thee, my Ced,
Where human footilops never tred,
How happv could T be!

Thou my repole ivem care, my light

Amidil the darknefs of the night,

, In folitude my company.

In the cowmfe of thisvoyaze I waswondorialy
preferved in the midit of many chviors and many
unforefeen qangers. At one time there was a con.
fpiracy wmongit my own prople to turn pirates,
and take the lbip from me. Wheathe piot was
nearly ripe, and they waited only a conventent on.
portunity, two of thofe concerned in it were talen
il one day 3 one of them died;and he was the on-
Iv perfon 1 buried while on board.  This {ufpend-
ed the affair, and opened a way to1ts difcovery,
or the confequence might have been fatall T
flaves on board were Lkewile frequently plottiagg
infurre@ions, and were fometnves upon the very
brink of mifchicf ; but it was always difclofed in
due time. When T had thought myfeifl moft {e-
cure, I have been {uddenly alarmed with danger ;

and when I have almoft defpaired of hile, 13 {udden
a dcliverance has been vouchfafed me. My {lay
ripon the coalt was lons, the trade very precarions;
and, in the purfuit of my bufincels, both on board
and on fhowre, I wasia deaibhs often.  Let the fol-

lowing inftance ferve as a fpecimen.
I"was at a place called A7.4:a, ncar Cape Mournt,
where 1 had tranfa@ed very large concerns; and -
had,
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had, at the tme I am {peaking of, fome debts and

accounts to fettle, which required my attendance
cn fhore, and I intended to go on the next morn-
img.  When I arofe, I left the fhip, according to
my purpofe ; but when I came near the fhore, the
{irf, or breach of the f{ea, van fo high, that T was
almoft afraid to attempt landing. Indeed I had
oiten ventured at a worfe time, but I felt an 1n-
ward hindrance axd backwardnsz{s, which I could
not account for : the furf furnifhed a pretext for
indulging 1t ; and after waiting and hefitating for
zbount half an hour, I returned to the fhip, wiih.
out doiny my bufinefls ; which I think I never did,
put that morming, 1nall the time I ufed that trade.
-—But I foon perceived the reafonof all this.~~It
{ecms, the day before I inteaded to land, & fean-
dalons and groundiefs charze had been kand againit
mc, {by whofe inftigation 1 could ncver learn,)
which greatly threatened my honcur aud interelt
both in Africa and England, add would perhaps,
humanly fpeaking, have affe€ted mylife, if 1 had
landed according to my iteation. 1 fhall, per-
hiaps, inclofe a letter, which will give a full ac-
count of this ftrange adventure; and therefore
fhall fay no more of it here, any further than te
tell you, that an attempt, aimed to deftroy cither
my life or chara&ter, and which might very pro.
bably, inits confequences, have ruined my voyage,
pafled off without the leaft inconvenience. The
perfon mcft concerned owed me about a hundred

sounds, which he fent meina huff s and other.

wife, pethaps, would not have paid me at all,
I was very Pneafy for a few hours, Lut was foon af-
terwards comforted. 1 heard no more of my ac-
cufation till the next voyage ; and thenst was puhb-
licly acknowledged to be a malicious calumny,
without the leait fhadow of a ground.

S4cn
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Such were the viciflitudes and difficulties throngl:
which the Lord preferved me. Now and then
both faith and patieace were fharply exercifed ;
but fuitable {trength was given : and as thofe things
did not occur every day, the ftudy of the Latin,
of which I gave a greacral account in my lafl, was
rencwed, and carried on from time to time when
bufinefs would permit. 1 was moitly very regular
1 the management of my time ; I allotted eight
hours for fleep and meals, eight hours for exercife
and devotion, and eight hours tc my books; and
thus, by dnerﬁl’ymg my engagements, the whole
day was agreeably blled vp; and 1 feldom found
. a day too long, or an hour to fpare. My ltudies
kept me employed 5 and fo far 1t was well; other-
wile they were hardly worth the time they coft, as

they led me to an admiration of falfe models and
fdlﬁ: maxims ; an almoft unavoidable confequence
(I fuppofe) of an admiration of claflic anthors.
Aboting what T have attained of the language,
I think I might have read Caffandra ov Cleepatra to
as good purpofe as ! read Livy, whom I now
account an  cqual romancer though in a different
way.

Irom the coaflt T went to St. Chriftopher’s ; and
here my tdolatrous heart was its own pumihment.
The letters 1 expected from Mres. Newton were by
miftake forwarded to Antigua, wlich had been at
firlt propofed as our port.  As I was certain of her

punttnality tn writing, 1f alive, 1 concluded, by

not lu::umﬂ' riﬂm llt.i‘, tlldt ﬂm was furul (L_:cl
‘This fear affected me more and more 5 1 Iull my

pr:.tltc and relt ; 1 felt an wnceflant pa:n m my
<omach : and mn about three weeks thne, 1 was
near ﬁnking under the weight of an imagimry
ftroke. 1 felt fome fevere {ymptoms of that mix-
ture of pride and madne{s which 1s commonly eall-
ed ¢ lrelen Leart; and indeed | wounder that this

H 2 cafes
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cale 15 not mare common than it appecrs to be,
Haow of:ca do the pu.[‘u. rds of the carth prefume
to contend with their Muker! and what a wonder
of mcIey 15 1t that tlwy are rot all brnl-.cu i How-
ever, my compiiint was not all grief; confeience
h>da fhare. I thought my uafaithfulnefs to God
kad dt‘privcd me of hor, cfpecially my backward-
rels in {peaking of {piritual things, w hich T could
hardly attempt, cven to her. It was this thought,
that I lad loft invalvable, irrecoverable opportu-
nitiez, which both duty and affe€ion fhould have

crgrgeé me to improve, that chiefly ftung me;
and 1 thourht I would have given the world to
know fhe was living, that I nﬁght at lealt dif-
charge my engagements bv writing, though I was
never to fee her again. This was a fharp leffon ;

but I hepe it did me good ; and vwhen I had thns

{uff-red fome weeks, 1 thought uf fendine a {mall
%lid to Antigua. [ did fo: and e l*muqht me
feveral packets; which reftored my health and
peace, and gave me a {trongz contrafl f the Lord’s
coodnefs to me, and my unbedief and ingratitude
to~ards him.

o Auvully 1572, Ircturned to L . My flay
was very fiort”at home that verage, OLiy !n
watks. In that {izace nothimnr very m emorabie ce-
carred 3 I fhall thercforz Lo *m my next with an
azeount of my thied and it voyure.  And thus
I ve both v 1 and mvidl h*pm m a {poudy pe-
riod to thefe B moirs, wlich Les1a to be tedievs
cnd minute cvean to myvicls g m.h I am annmated
by the thought, that I'write at your roquelt @ oand
have thes qurt an cpponiunity of fLowing v,

&e.

Jaruary 31, 1763.

LLT.
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LLTTER XIIL

Dear Sir,

Y third voyage was fhorter and lefs perplexed

than either of the former.  Before 1 failed,

] met with a yourg mun who had formerly been
a midfhipman, and my intimate companion on board
the Harwich. He was, at the time I irlt knew
him, a {ober youth 5 but 1 found too much fuccets
v my unhiappy attempts to infeél him with liber-
tine principles. When we met at Lo, our ac-
quamtance renewed upon the ground of our for-
mer intimacy,  He had good fenfe, and had read
many books.—-QOur converfation frequently turn-
cd upou rebigion ; and I was very defirous to re-
pair the milchief 1 had done him. I gave him
a plam account of the mauner and reafon of my
change, and ufed every argument to perfuade
him to relinguifh his 1nbdel (chemes; aud when
I fometires preffed liim fo clofe, that he had
no other reply to make, he would remind me;
that 1 was the vory firll perfon who had given him
anidea of his liberty,  This occafioned me many
mournful reflections.  He was then going mafter
to Gunea hiniddf 3 but before his {hiy was ready,
his merchant brcame a hankrupt, which difcon-
certed hus voyage.  As he had no further CXDeC-
tations for that year, 1 cifered to teke him with me
as a cumpanion, that he might pam o l:z‘.:n*:Iudgu
of the cualt; and the genticiman who emploved me
promifed te previde for Lim vpon his reiura, My
vicw 10 this was got fo much to forve L in his
buliaefs, as to have an opporiunity of d:.h.-.ti:lg tie
point with him ot lefire; and I hoped, inthe
courle of My voyuge, LY arguments, esample, sad
praycrs, might have foine good cllect oalum, My
Iniention
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I.:.-:. tion 1n this ftep was better than my judgment ;

d 1 had frequent reafon to repent 1t. He was
caeeedingly profane, and grew worfe and worfe.
I faw in him 2 moft lively picture of what 1 had
cace been ; but 1t was very inconvenient to have it
:..E vs bgfore my cyes,  Befides, he was not only
3 ftu MV remonltrances him{clf, but laboured
zil he could to counteract my mﬂu::nc: upon o-
thers, His {pmit and  paflions were likewife ex.
ceeding high @ {o that it requived all my prudence
and authonty to hold him in any degree of re-
itraint. e was a fharp thorn in my fide for
{ome time ; but at length I had an opportunity up-
on the cual't of buying a fmail vellel, which I fup-
pncd with a cargo from 1ny own, and gave himn
the cummand, and fent him away to trade on the
ihip’s account. Vwhen we pated, [ repeated and
cmurccd my belt advice. 1 believe his friendihip
and regard was as graat as could be expeéted,
where princtples were fo diametrically oppolfite,
He {c¢imed grcat]v affeeted when I left him 5 but
my words hasd no wagrht with him: when he

found himfelf 2t hbclu from ender my eve, he
cave 2 hally locfe to every appetitc; and his vio-
ICIIT. hrw'ma ltLLb, Jt}lntd L0 I]IL }L-...L Uf thL Lll-
mzte, ioan threw him into a2 malignant fever,
which carrizd himofl mmafew L2V, hf. cicd con-
vinced, but not chanved. Thcaccovut §had fiem
thole wito were with him was dreadiul. His vage
213 d::['p.l.ir truck them all with horrery and hie
~ronouitced is own fatal docia before he cxpir::d,
wiiniout asy appearance that he L.thLI‘ Lotod wr ofr-
ed for merey. I thought this awfil cont l‘“il might
net b TProper 10 FIVe YOU, a-a renyget view of
e :;"' neuidhiing goodneds of God o mey the chief

of 1an
Ii. ':.'f e C0a tin obout fonr months, and failed
rer .“:]:.. L mpuﬂr .. Ludwrte 1 had enjovdd
3 pr-
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a et ite of health, cqually in every climate,
Poooovetyoars, but upon this paffage T was vi-
i+ wnn afever, which gave me a very near prof-
pect of cternity, | have obtzined liberty to inclofe
vou thyee or four letters, which will more clearly
llultrate the itate and iccafure of my experience
at different times, than any thing I can fay at pre-
fecnt. Oune of them, yon will find, was wrote at
this period, when I could hardly hold a pen, and
had fome reafon to believe T fhould write no more.
I had not that =aep:5wpz* which 1s fo defirable
at a time when flefh and heart fails ; but my hopes
were greater than my fears; and I felt a fileut com-
pofure of fpirit, which enabled me to wait the evens
without much anxiety. My truft, though weak in
degree, was alone fixed upun  the blood and right-
coufnels of Jefus ; and thofe words, « He s able
“ to fave to the uttermoit,”” gave me great relief,

L was for a while troubled with a very fin.
gular thought 5 whether 1t was a temptation, or
that the fever difordered my faculties, I cannot fay;
but I {cemed not fo much afraid of wrath and pit-
nifhment, as of beme loft and overlocked amidit
the myriads that are continually entering the unfeen
vorld.  What 1s my {oul, thought I, amongit fuch
an 1numerable mulutude of beings 2o And this
troubled me greatly. -Pervhaps the Lord will take
no notice of me. I was perplexed thus for fome
time 5 but at law a text of feripture, very oppofize
to the cafe, occurred to my mind, and put an end
to the doubt : ¢ The Lord knoweth them that are
“ liz.””  In about ten days, beyond the hopes of
thofe about me, I began to amend; and by the
time of our arrival 0 the Well Indies, T was per.

fettly recovered.------1 hope this vifitation was made
ufeful to me.

+ IFull affurance.
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. Thus far, that is, for about the fpace of fix
~ years, the Lord was plaafed to lead me ina fecret
way, I had learned fomething of the evil of
my hcart; I had rcad the Bible over and over,
with {everal good books ; and had a gencral view of
the gefpeltruth - but my cenceptions were, in ma-
ny reipects, confufed, not having in all this time
mcet with one acquaintance who could 2ffit my in-
quinies.- But upon my arrival at St. Chriftopher’s
this royaze, I founda captain of a fhip from Lon-
don, whofe converfation was greately helpful to me,
He was and 15 a member of Mr, Beeeeont's church,
a maa of expericnce in the thinas of God, and of
a lively communicative turn.  VWe difcovered each
other by fome cafual expreffions in mixed com-
pany, and {oon hecame, fo far as bufines would
permzt, infeparzbls. For near a month we fnent
every evening together on board each other’s thip
alternatelv, and ofien prolonged our vifits till to-
wards day-break. I was all cars; and what was
better, he not oaly informed my underftandiog,
Lut his difecurfe inflamed my heartioee--He cn-
ccuraged me to cpen my meuth in focial prayer
he tauoht me the advantage of Chriftian converfe ;
he put me upoa an attempt to make my profcfhon
more public, and to venture to freak for God.
From him, or rather from the Lord by his means,
I recetved an increale of knowledze: my concep-
tions beoeame clearsr znd more evangelical ; and
I was dulivered from a fear which had long troubl.d
e, the fear of relapfing into my former apoltacy.
But now [ brgan to waderlland the fecurity of the
covenant of grace, and to cxpe@ to be preferved,
not by my own power and holinels, but by the.
m:shiy powerand promife of God, through faith
1 an unchanzeable Saviour.  He likewife gave me
a geaeral view of the flate of religrion, with the
Crrors 2ad coatroverfies of the times, (things to

which
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vatc)  shad been entircly a ftranger,) and finally
~dire@ed me where to apply in London for further
inflruttion.  With thefe new-acquired advantapes,
I left him ; and my paffage bomewards gave me lei-
fure to digeft what I had received. 1 had =much
coraiort and freedom during thole feven wecks, and
my fun was feldem clouded. I arived fale in
Li--ee-Anguft, 1754,

My ftay at homne was intended to be but fhort ;
and by the beginning of Novenber I was again
ready for the fea; but the Lord faw fit 10 over-
rule my delign. During the time 1 was cngaged
1n the flave-trade, I never had the lealt feruple as
to its luwfuinefs. [ was upon the whole fatisfied
with 1t, as the appointment Providence had maik-
cd out for me; yet it was, in many refpets, far
from cligible. It is indeed accounted a genteel em-
ployment, and s ufually very profitable, though
to me 1t did not prove fo, the Lord feeing that
a large increafle of wealth would not be gool for
me.  towever, | confidered myfelf asa fort of
gasler ov furnkey 3 aud 1 was fometimes fhocked
with an employment that was perpetually converfant
with chains, bolts, and fhackies. Iu this view
[ had often petitioned 1n my prayers, that the Lord,
m his own time, would be pleafed to fix me in
a more humaae calling, and, it mizit be, place
me where I might have more {requent couverfe
with his peophk and ordinances, and be freed from
thole lons tepwations from hepe which very
often were hasd to bears My pravers were now
anfwered, though o away I Lt expedted. IToow
expuiienced another fuldon naforcfeen change of
Bfce ©owus within two daya of taiting, and to all
appearance i cosd  healih as whaal, bur
the atternoon, as D ws fitting with Mis, Newtoa,
Ly owrichvs, drinikicr tea, and aiizing, ov

T pait
= L) LI : - ., = g m gy f 'i 1 1-111-1 v l‘
L% :”tbj I Wild i1 d ihuhaci. Llinia waall o il
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which deprived me of fenfe and motion, and left
me no other ign of life than that of brcatlling.

—1 fuppofe it was of the apoplectic kind.-—.- It
lafted about an hour, and when I recovered, it

left a pain and dizzinefs in my head, which contin-
ued with fuch fymptoms as induced the phyfi-
cians to judge it would not be fafe or prudent for
me to procced on the voyage. Accordingly, by
the advice of my friend to whom the thip belong-
edy 1 refigned the command the day before fhe
failed ; and thus I was unexpectedly called from
that fervice, and freed {rom a fhare of the futype
confequences of that voyage, which proved cx-
tremely calamitous, The perfon whe went in my
room, molt of the officers, and many of the crew,
died, and the veffe] was brought home with great
difficulty-

As I was now difengaged from bufinefs, T left
L——, and fpent mokt of the follewing year at
London andin Kent.  But'I entercd upon a new
trial.—-—-You wil] ealily conceive, that Mrs. New.
ton was not 2n uncencerned {péQator when | lay
extended, and, as fhe thousht, ex iring upon the
ground. In effe@, the blow that { ruck me reach-
ed her in the fame inftant : fhe did not indeed im-
mediately feel it, till for apprehenfions on my ac-
count began to fubfide ; but as I graw better, fhe
became worfe: her furprife threw her into a dif-
order which no phyficians could define, or, medi-
cines remove,  Without any of the ordinary [ymy.
toms of a conft:mption, fhe decayed alpioft vifibly,
tll fae became fo weak, that fhe could hardly bear
any one to walk acrofs the room fhe was in, T vege

placed for about oleven months in what Dr, Yu:mg
calls the

ffrr.{'ﬂfﬁrf J,‘H;ﬂ ry’ ol fervation
Larlsr sev ry bour.
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It was not till after my fettiement in my prefent
flatien, that the Lord was pleafed to reftore her by
his own hand, whenall hopes from ordinary means
wereatanend.  But before this took place, I have
{fome other particulars to mention; which muil be
the fubje& of the fullnwing fheet, which I hope
will be the laft on this fubje&, from, &e.

February 1, 1763.
e R .

LETTER. XIV.
Dear Sir,

Y thedirections 1 had received from my friend

at St. Kitt’s, I foon found out areligious ac-
quaintance in London. I firft applicdtoMr, Be—-—,
and chiefly attended upon his miniftry when in
town. From him [ received many helps, both in
public and privatc; for he was pleafed to favour
me with his friendthip from the firt.  His kind-
nefs, and the intimacy between us, has continued
and mcreafed to this day: and of all my many
friends, I am mott deeply indebted to him. ‘The
late Mr. H d was my {econd acquaintance, a
man of a choice fpirit, aud an abundant zeal for
the Lord’s {ervice. I enjoyed his corre{pondence
till neav the time of his death,  Soon after, upon
Mr. W.-eed’s return from America, my two good
friends mtroduced me to him ; and though I had
little perfonal acquaintance with him tll afier-
wards, his miniftry was exceeding ulefultome, I
had hikewtfe accefs to fome religious focieties, and
became known to many excellent Chriftians in pri-
vate life.  Tius, when at London, I lived at the
fountain head, as it were, for fpiritual advantages.

[ VWhen
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When I was in Kent it was very different 5 yet I
found fume ferious perfons there : but toe fine va-
ricyated wocdland country afforded me advantages
of another kind.  Moit of my time, at leall fome
hicurs every day, 1 paffed in retirement, whea the
weather was fair ; fometimes in the thickelt woods,
fometimes on the hizhett hill,, where alinoft every
iep varied the profpect. It has been my cuftom,
for many years, to perform my devotional eXLYCL-
{ci fub dio, when I have opportunity 5 and I always
find thefe rural {fcenes have fume tendency bota to
refrefh and to compofe my dptrite. A beantiful
diverfified profpu€t gladdens my heart. When 1
am withdrawn from the noife and petty works of
men, Iccalider myfelf asin the great temple which
the Lord hasbailt for his own honour,

The country between Rochelter and Mawlftone,
bordering upon the Medway, was weil {oited to
the turn of my mind ; and was I to go over 1t now,
I couid point 1o many a place where I remember to
heve either earneltly fought, or happily found the
Lord’s cumfortable prefence with my foul.  And
thus I lived, fometimes at London, and fometimes
in the country, till the a2utumn of the following
vear. Al this while I had two trials more or lefs
tpon my mind: the firt and principal was Mrs.
Mewton’s illnels; fhe fill grew worle, and I had
daily tore reafon to fear that the hour of {epara-
tion was at land. When faith was in exerciie, 1
was in fome meafure refigned to the Lord's wiil 3
but tov often my heart rebidled, and I found it
hard citherto truft or to fubmit. 1 had likewife
fome care about my futuse fettlement : the African
trac: was overdone that vear, and my fricnds did

no: care to fit out another fhip ¢l mine rcturnzd.
T was fome tme in falpenfe 3 but indeed a provi-
fion of Foud and raimeut has feldom been a caule
of great folicitude tome. ) found it calier to truft

the



Let. 14. Conclufion =f the Narrative. GO
the Lord in this point than in the former, and ac-
cordingly this was fislt anfwered.  In Augunit I re-
ceived an account, that I was nominated to the of-
hice of. . "t hefe places are ufually obtamed,
or at lealt fought, by dint of much interclt and
application : but this came to me unifought and un-
expected. I knew, indeed, my goec friend i
I...- - had endeavoured to procure ancther polft for
me, but found it pre-engaged. I found aftawards,
that the place I had mificd would have been very
unfuitable for me 3 and that this, woich 1 had no
thouzht of, was the very thug I could !1:n*_f: w'iih‘d‘
for, as it aftorded me much letfure, and the iihesty ot
Jiving in my own way.  Seveval civenmllances, cne
noticed by others, cecurred 1o fhow me. that ti
good hand of the Lodd was as remaiably cons
cerned o thiseveal, zsin any other leading turn of
my hfe,

Dot when T eainald this poat, mv diltrels i the
cther wus doubled @ T was ohliged to leave MM

=l

l‘llﬂi

Mewtan o the preatelt extremity of pam and sli-

- &

neis, when the phylicans could do no more, and
I had no ground of hope that I fhosld fe¢ her a-
“gn alive, but this,--—-that nothing is impalfibla
with the Lovd. T had 2 fevere conflict, but faith
prevatled : I found the promile voemarkanly [nliil-
led, of {trength proportioned to niy need. The
day before I fet outy and not till thee, the barthen
was entirely taken from my mind; I was ftrenoth-
ened to refign both her and myfleifto the Lord’s
difpofal, and departed from her in a cheerful
frame.  Socon after I was gone fhe began to amené,
and recovered fo faft, that in about two months 1
had the pleafuie to mect her at Stone, on her jour-
ney to L :

And now, I think, I have anfwered, if not ex-
cceded, your defire.  Since O&tober 1735, we
have been comforiably fettled here; and all my

circumftances
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eircumitances Lave been as remarkably fmooth and
uniform, as they were various in former years.
Iy trials have been light and few ;—--not but that
I il find, in the experience of every day, the ne-
ceflity of a life of faith. My principal trial is.
the body of fin and death, which makes me often
1o figh out the zpofile’s complaint, O wretched
“ man !’ but with uim lLikewife I can fay, « I
“ thank God through Jefus Chirift my Lovd.”
Iive 1n a barren land, where the knowledge and
power of the gofpel is very low: yet here are a
few of the Lord's people : and this wildernefs has
been a ulefu! fchocl to me, where I have {ludied
more leifurely the truths I gathered up in London.
I brought down with me a cocfiderable flock of
notional trath 5 but I have fince found, that there
15 no cffedtnal teacher but God @ that we can re-
ceive no farther than he is pleafed to communicate;
and that no kuowledge is trulv ufeful to me, but
what is made my own by experience. Many things
I thought I had learndd, would not ftand in an
huur of temptation, till I had in :his way learned
them over again.  Since the year 1757, I have had
an increafing acquatmtance in the Wedt-riding of
ankihife, where the gofpel flourifhes greatly.
This has been a good {chool to me: 1 have con-
verfed at large among all parties, without joining
any ; and in my attempts to hit the golden mean, |
have {ometimes been drawn too near the different
cxtremes ; yet the Lord has enabled me to profit.
Ly my miflakes. In brief, I am {ill a learner, and
the Lord ftill condefcends to teach me- 1 begin at
length to {ee that I have attained bat very hittle ;
-but I truft in him to carry on his own work in my
foul, and by all the difpenfations of his grace and
providence, to increafe my knowledge of him, and
of mylclf.

When
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When I was fixed in a houfe, and found my bufi-
nefs would afford me much leifure-time, I confi-
dered in what manner I fhould improve 3it. And
now having reafon to clofe with the apoflle’s de-
termination, * to krow nothing but Jelys Chrift,
¢ and him cructfied,”’ I devoted my life to the pro-
fecution of fpiritual knowledgre, and refolved to
purfue nothing butin fubferyience to this main de-
fign.  This refolution divorced me (as I have al-
ready hinted) from the claflics zud mathematics.
My firfl attempt was to learn fo much Greek as

would enable me to underfiand the New Tefta-
ment and Septuagint ; and when 1 had made fome
progre’s tlis way, I entered upon the Hebrew the
foliowing year : and two years aiterwards, having
furmiled fome advantages from the Synac verhion,
I began with that language. You mull not think
that I have attained, or ever aimed at, a critieal
flall tn any of thefe: T had no bufinels with them,
but as in reference to fomething elle. I never
vead one claflic.author 1o the Greck 3 I thought it
too late in life to take fuch a round in this lan-
guage as I had done inthe-Latin. 1 only wanted
the figniitcation of feriptural words and phrafes;
and for this [ thought I might avail myfeif of Sea-
pulu, the Syropfis, and others, who bad fuftained
the drudgery before me.  In the Hebrew, 1 can
read the hiitorical books and pfalms, with toler-
able eafe ; Lutin the prophetical aud diflicult parts,
Tam frequently obhged to have vecourle to Jexi-
cots, &e. However, I kncw {o much as to be able,
with {uch helps as are at hand, to judge for my-
felf the meaning of any paffage 1 have occafion to
confult. Beyond this I do not thiak of proceed-
ing, if Ican find better employment ; for I.would
rather be fome way ufeful to others, than die with
the reputation of an eminent linguift.

Together
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‘Together with thefe R 1dies, I have kept up
a courfe of reading of the bell wiiters in divinty
that have come to my hand, in the Latin and Ea-
glith tongues, and fome French, (1or 1 picked up
the Trench at times while 1 ufed the fea.) But
within thefe two or three vears, [ have accuftomed
myiclf chizfly to writing, and have not found time
to read m iv books befides the icrlpmrts.

I am the more particular in this account, as my
cafle has been fometinng fingular; for 1 all
my literary attempts, 1 have becn maherd to {trike
out my own path, by the light I could acquire
from bosks, as I have not had a teacher or affif-
tant fince I was ten vears of agre.

One word concerimng my views to the miniffry,
and I have done. --—[ have told yen, that this
Was my cear moiner’s hnp: concerning me; but
her Ceath, and the fcenes of Jife in v.hlul I after-

wards cngaged, feemed to cut off the prububility
The firlk defires of this fort in my own mlm , arofc
many years aga, from a refleGion on Gal. 1. 23. 24
«« Buc they had heard o Iv, that he wh.ch perfe-
“ cuted us In times paft, now preached the faith
¢ which once he deltroved. And they glonfied
¢ God in me." -1 could not but wilh for {uch
a public opportunity to tellify the riches of divine
grace.  Ithousht I was, above moft hiving, a fit
perion to proclamm that faithful faying, ¢ That Je-
¢t fus Chriit came into the world to fave the chief
“ of finners ;" and as my life had been full of re-
markable turns, and [ {cemed feleCied to fhew

what the Lord could do, [ was in fome hopes, that

perhaps, fooner or later, he might call me 1nto this
fervice.

I believe 1t was a diftant hope of this that deter-
mined me to ftudy the: nrigin:ﬂ {criptures 3 but it
remained an imperfedt defire in my own breaft,
till it was reccommended to me by fome Chnﬂtan

friends,
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friends. 1 flarted at the thought when fuft feri-
oufly propofed to me; but aiterwards fet apart
fome weeks to confider the cale, to confult my
friends, and to iutreat the Lord’s dire@ion.-.."The
judgment of my friends,, and many things that
occwired, tended to engage me. My firfl thou; bt
was to join the Diffuaters, frem 2 prelumption that
I could not honcltiy make the required fublerip-
tions 3 but Mv, Ceeeeeoy tn a converiation upon thefe
po'nts, modevated my feruples 5 and prufurring the
eltablithed churchin fome other vetpells, 1 accept-
ed a title from him forme months afterwards, and
folicited ordination from the lete Archbithop of
York. I need not tell you I met a refufal, nor
what {teps I took afterwards to fucceed eewhere,
At prefent I dofilt from my apphcations, My de-
fire to ferve the Lord 15 not wezkened ; but I am
not {o halty to:puth myfelf forward as I was for-
merly, It 1s {fufficient that he knows how to dif-

pofe of me, and that he both can and «ill do what
15 belt.  T'o him I commend myiddt : | Crudt that
- s will and my true interell are infeparsble. To
his name be glory for ever. Andthus T counciude
my {tory, and prefume you will acknuwiedge I
have been particular cavugh,  I'have room for no
more, but to reoeat, that I am, &c. '

February 2, 1761,
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