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, 

TUE coiorecl race have been generallyconsidered by theircllomics, 
, 

anc1somctimes eyen by their friends, as deficient in energy and COllI-

l!ge. 
• 

olles. 

, 
, 

Theh: vi.rtues have been supposed to be principally negative 
, , ' 

This little collection of interesting inciqcnts, mac1e by a col-
, 

ored l11an, will redeem the character of the race from thi~ miscon-
.. .. 

ception, 'and show how much injustice there may offen beiD. a ger..-

orally admit,ted idea. 

,In considCling the services of the Colored Patriots of the Reyo-
, , 

lution, we are to reflect upon them as far more lnagnunimous, be

cause rentlered to a nation which did not acknowledge thani as 
, ~ 

citizens and equals, and in whose iuterests and prosperity they had 
, 

, 

less at stake. It was not for their own lund ~,f~.,:y fought, not even 

for a land which had adopted them, but for a lanel which had 

enslaved tllCm, ana whose laws, eyon in freedom, oftener oppressctl 

than protected. 13~·Rvery,. under such circumstances, has a peculiar 

beauty and merit .. 

.. 

I 
.. 
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It is to be hoped tlwt tho l'c~dillg of these sketches will give ne\\'" 

~elf-respc('t and eOllfidcuCD to the mee hero represented. I,ct thcnl 

emulat.e the no1)lo deeds and sentimont~ of their nllcc:~tors, and feel 

that the dm'k skin can llever be a bn,<.lgc of disgrace, while it has 

been enlloblod by such examples. 

And their white brothers in reading may remember, that g<.'lJ.C

l'osity, disint~rested courage and bravery, are of 110 pmticul::tr race 

aud comploxion, anel that the image of tho IIeuvcnly :E'uthcr mny 

he reilectccl alike by uU. Each record of worth in this opprc:5secl 

and despised,people should be pondered, for it is by lnany such 
, 

that the cruel und unjust public sentiment, which has so long pro

Bcrioe(l them, may be reversed, and full oPl)Ortttnitics given them to 

take rank among the nations of the earth . 

• 

A~DOVElt, October, 1855. • 

• 

• 

• 

, 

, 

, 



I~TnODUCTION TO P}L\IPIlLBT EDITrON . 

. , -.-- .. - ----- , -_ .. 

TilE following puges are an effort to stem the tide of prejmlicc 
against the colorod raco. The white Inan. ckspi:-;cs the eolored 
mail, nnit has come to think him fit only for the menial drudgery to 
'which the majority of tho race has been so long doomed. "This 

, 

prejudice ,vus !leyor reasoned up and '",i11110Ye1' be reasoned dO"~l:!." 
, 

It must be ltvccl down. In a land ""here "\vealth is the basi::; of repu-
tation, the colored man Inu~ prove hiE sagacity u:nd enterprise hy 
successful trade or speculation. To show his capacity for mentHl 
culture, he must TIE, not me1'oly claim the 'ri[!h( to 06', a scholar. 
Professional eminence is poculiarly the result of practice nnd long 
cxperkmee. The colored people, therefore, owe it to each other 
um.l to their race to extend liberal encouragement to colo1'ec1 hnv-

'-' , 

yers, physicians, and teachers ,. as ,veIl fiB to mech~mi(:s and arti·· 
sans of all kim.ls. Lot no individual dCL~lH\ir. K ot to name the liv
ing, let me hold up the example of Ol1t~ "whose career descrves to be 

• 

often spokcn of, as complete proof that a colored man can rise to 
social rmpect and the highest employment and usefulncss, in spite 
not only of the prcjuc.licc that crushes his race, hut' of tho hCfwiest 
personal burthcns. Dr. D.I~.vID Ih::GGLEs, poor, blind, and all inva~ 

lid, founded a "'lyoll-known "\Y ntor-Curc I~t;tnhlishment in the town 
where I write, erected expenr-;iye buildings, won honorable distinc
tion as a 11l0St successful aucl skillful practitioner~ secured the 'warm 
regard and osteem of tIllS community, and 1eft a llallle embalmed in 
the hearts of lnany ,,,})o feel that they owe life to his Clninont skill 
un(l careful practice. 131aek though 1.1.0 ,,-as, his aid WDS sought 
sometimes by those l1unlbereil among tho l)ro-Slavory clm:s. To be 
sure, hi.':i is but a single instance, and I kuo"\y it require<.l l)reemi. 
nent nbility to make a ,yay up to light through theo'~-erlvhclmillg 

. . 

mass of pl"ejudicc and contempt. 13ut it is these rare cases of strong 
will and eminent elltlowmCl1t~ , always sure to make the wodel 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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feel them 'whether it will or no, -- that will finally wring from a 
cOlltemptuous cOlllmunity the reluctant confe:'l\:iion of the colored 
man's equulity. 

I nsk, therefore, the reader';:; ratronage of the follo'lying sheets on 
several grouwls; fin,;t, u:; un encouragement to the author, )11'. 
NELl", to pursue a. suljcct which well descrves illustmdon 011 other 
points bcside those 07.1 which he has laborcd; setondly! to scatter 
broacHy us pos;;;ible the facts here collectel1, aB in~tan(;es of tho col
ored m::m's success -- u record of the ~cnius he has sho,vn, and the ,-

services he has rendered society ill the higher depal'tments of exel'-
tiOll; thirdly, to eneourJge such men as ,Rl"GGLI;S to pprseyerance, 
by shoydn~ a. generous appreciation of their labors, ~mc1 a cordial 
sympathy in their trials. 

Some things set down here go to prove colored men patriotic
though denied :1 eoulltry : . and nIl show a Wi::;~l, on their part, to 
provo themscl yes men, in a land whose In ws refuse' to recognise 

• 
thej.!, manhood. If the -l'eadcl' shall, sometimes, blush to fiud that, 
ill the days of our country's ,,·caklless, we remembered their power 
to help or harm us, and. availed our~elves gladly of their generous 
services, ,,·hile 'YO have, since, used our strength only to crush them 
the more c,mnpletcly, let hhn resolve llCllceforth to do them justice 
himself and claim. it for them of ot})(~rs. If any shall be conviIl'?ed 

" 
by the:;e facts, that they need only a free path to show the same ca-
pacity and reap the samo rewards as other races, let such lnbor to 
open every door to t.heir efforts, and hasten the day ',vhell to be 
black shall not, almost nece;~sarily, doom a man to poverty and 
the most menial drudgery. Thero 1::3 tOllching eloquonce, ns well as 
something of Spartan brevity, in the appeal of a well-known c.olol'od 

, 

man, Hev. J.>ETElt ,VJLLL\;o.rs, of' l\e\y Yor1~:· H "\Ye nrc :-tATIYES of 
this country: ,YO usk only to be treated as well as 1:'OlmJ,GXER~. 

Not a few of oux fatheriO rmffcl'cd and bled to purehase it;) iudcpcn
clonce; -we ask only to be treated as weU us those who fought against 
it. "\Y c have toiled to cultivate it, and to raise it to its present pros
perous condition; ",ye ask ouly to share equal privileges with those 
who come from di:::tant lauds to enjoy the fruits of our labor." 

'YE:ND}~LL PIlILLIPS. 
X ORTlU}lPTON, Oct. 25, 1852. 

, 

-
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I~ the month of July, 18·17, the- eloqucnt Bard of Freedom, Jonx 
U. '\YllITTIER, contributed to the lYrdional Eru a statement of facts 
relative to the ),Iilitarv Services 01 Colored 'Americans in the Rey~ 

w . 

:11ution of 1776, and tIle \Yar of 1812. TIeing a member of the 
Society (:f }'ricnds, he disclaimed any eulogy upon the shNhEng of 

• 

hloocl, CVC'll in the cause of ackno'wlcdged justice, but, sr<ys hl'~ 

" 'when we sec n whole nation aoing honor to the mC'inol'icB of one 
ehtss uf its defenders, to the totall1cglect of another class, 'who had 
the misfortune to be of darker complmd.on, we cannot forego the 
satbfactiol1 of inviting noticc to certain historicVll facts, ,yhicl1, for 
the last half eentul'Y, lu\Ye been quietly clbo'wed n5idc~ as no mol'i.~ 

deserving of a place in patriotic recollection, than the descenuants 
of the men, tv 'whom the fnets in quc;:;tion relate, have to a plnce iu 
a Fourth of July pro!.:e::;sion, [in the nation's, estimation.] Of the 
sen-ices and sulferillgs of the Colored Soldil~1'8 qf tho Hc:Yolution, )10 

• 

attempt has, to our knowledge, been made to pi:cserve a record. 
Thoy I13.YO had no historian. ,Yith here and thero an cx:ceptiol1t 

• 

they llavo all ,tl)USSC:1 away, and onlY S(,lllC faint trgditio~lS EnQ:<.:r 
• ~ w ~ 

among their descendant" Y ot enough i~ known to show that the 
free colorc~d men of the Gnitod Stutes bore their full proportion of 
the 8ucdfi.ccf~ und trials of the H.eYohltionnrY \\~m·." 

•• • 

In my at.tcmpt~ then, to rescue from oblivion the name ahd fame 
of those ,,"ho, though " ting;(~cl with the hated stnin," y::;t had wr.rm 
llC!~utf)n:nc1 nctiye hands in tIle " time;.; that tried men's souls," I will 
first gratefully tender him my thanks for the service hb compilntiOll 
has affonlcclmc, and l'i.1Y acknowlcc1gmcllts also to othqr inclividnnh 
'who 1m vo kiHdly contributed fal.5t~ for this 'York. Impcrfcc:t as these· 
pages may prove, to prepare even these, jou.rneys have hecn matlc 
to confer with the living, and eyen pilgrimages to grtwe-yul\b, t.) 
save nll that muy stilJ. be gleaned from their fn~·,t di!;apl)()a;:iut; 
records. 

There is now au institution of learning in the Stato of X ow York. 
(Central College,) where the c}t~air of Proi'cssor:;hip in Iklh':j LuHrc,~ 
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has been HUed by t.hree colored young meil, Cn.\1u.Es L. RE"\SOX t 

,\""n.I.u)t G. AI.Ll-:X, and (iJ.:UIW!'! H. V .. \::;IWX, cadI of whom has 
y.-otn the l>rofc::;501"8 mantle gracl'fnlly, giving proof of good sehol~ 
nrship and manly character. 

These mell, as t~achcl'B, especially ill CoHegc8 open to all, irre
spective of accidental differences, are doing a mighty work in up
rooting prcjucliee. The influences thus generated arc nlrcady felt. 
~1:any ::t young white :mall or woman who, in enrly life, l1Us imbibed 
wrong notions of tho colored mau's iuferiority, is taught a 11mv les
son by the colored Pl'ofessol':3 at ~IcGmwvillc; mid they leaye its 
honorcd walls "'ith thanksgh-iug in their hearts for their couvcrsion 
from pro~slayery hCt).thenism to the Gospel of Christian J?l'ccdom, 
and are thus prepared to go fOl-th as pioneers ill the Clluse of Human 
:Brotherhoocl. -

)Jut the Orabn"s voice and Author's pen h:wo both been eloquent 
in detailing thc: merit::; of Colored American::: in t11e:>;e " m'ious rmni
fications of 8oeiety, while a c0mbinatioll of circumstances lJ as 
YcilGd from the public eye a narration of those militnry seryicef, 
w hieh are gcnerally conceded us pas.7ports to tho honorable and last
ing notice of Americans. '/:-

I was born on B~acoll Hill, and from early childhood, have loyed 
to visit the I~asterll wing of the State House, find read the four 
stOI1CS taken from tl::.c monument that 011ce towered from its summit .. 
One contuins the folliywing inscription: --

·B AlIlcricHl!f:, whlIe from this eminence scenes of luxuriant f<'l'tility, offlourj~}lil1~ 
r.ommer('(', nlld the ahodci'i f)f 130cial 1:al)pillCSS, wed :.0111" view I forget Hot tll\.:jl' 
w ItO uy their l'~~rtii/llS Itave s.:cllfetl io yuu these 1) l,:;;::;iIlgs. I! 

• 

• • • 
• • 

T]~ese words became indelibly ill1pref;:~ccl u1)on m)"lninc1, and hnye 
contributed their share in the production of this book, wId!;h, like 
the labors of " Old ~Io1'tnlit\-," rOllderc~l immortnl by the genius of 

~ . ,-

Seott, I humbly trust 'will deepon in the heart and conseiollcc of 
this nation the sense of justice, that "\"ill ere long m[illifc:~t itself ill 
deeds 'worthy ~\ people who, "free thcm::ich-cs," should ue" fOl'cmo;;t 
to make fn~c." 

"~II.JJIA~1 C. XELL. 
130STON, C.)tobcr, 1 );3.3. 

, 

r 

·In 185:2./ Dr. l\f. n.. DELANY [luhlisli('(\ a ,,'orh. with sl'c'cial l'efl'rCllce to the 
cUlldiLiLlll or the col'Jr.::c people in the l'lIiteti !;tate:;, 

• • 
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Ol\IISSION . 
• 

The following brief account of the ol'gnubmtion of n. colol'cll mil
itary coml~nny ill Boston, neddentally omitted from the body of this 
work, is b~:;erted here, (though sOltlCwhat Qut of plnee,) as a matter 
too important to be oyerlookcd in n. book of this character:-

The " :Massa~()it Guards," a military eompnny originating among 
~omc of the cO~Ol'ed citizens of 130ston, having been refused a lo~!ll 

of Stntc urlIl~, hu\"c equipped themselves in 'preparation for y(}lUll

teer service. They do not wish to be consiuered fl caste com pan y, 
and hence invite to their rmtks any citizens of goot! moral churnet('f 
who may 'vi~h to enrol their names . • 

l\Iany query, "'Yhy cnll themselves 'Jlassasoit Guards? t 'why 
not' Attucks' Guards,' after one of their own race, and the first mar
tyr of American l1:dependence, Oll the 5th of )larc11, 1770 ? 

Perhaps, as the name of Attuck~: has been alreu(ly apprOI)l'iatcd 
by colored military companies ill New York and Cincinnati, they 
acccptecll\lussasoit as their patron saint. lie ,yaR OIle of those 111-

• 

dian chiefs, who, in early colonial times, proyC(l himself signally 
friendly to the interests of t'!ie Old Bay State. Their pride of loyalty 
may have prompted the choice, though we belie"le it better se1ection 
could have been made. Still, if they are satisfied, the l)refcrenccs 
of others are superfluous. 

,\Ve earnestly hope they ,vill revive the efforts for ~rasing the 
word '{i,ltile fl'fJm the military ch'mse in the statute-book, for, until 

• 

that is accomplished, their manhood and citizenship are under pro-
scription. 

, ' • 

£RRA.TA .. 

Page 19, in the sentence from ).1:r. l")arker, reael Crispas for 
('li tistophet. 

Page 21, for S'a.lcm,; read Peta .'illlem. 

I)agc 112, tl1ird line from bottom, read J. S. n.oek~ )I. D. 
Page 157, fiye lines from top, reatl jhwt£oilal for practical. 
l")agc lSI, third IhlC from. bottom, read John Boyer Vashon . 

, 
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CHAPTER I . 

MASSACHUSETTS. . , 
• • 

cmSl't:"S Al'TUCKS·· , COLO!tED .U1ERICAXS OY BUXKER nILL . SEY-

:UOUR B1JUIl. ' J,ERE){Y JOXAII J. BRAYE COLORED ARTILLERIST " 

GOYERXOR HANCOCK'S FLAG- BIG DICK' PRDIUS HAJJL· JAi\1El-' 

A~D HOSEA E.\'STO~ - Jon LEWIS QUACK MATRICK JACK GROVE 

- BOSSOY WmG~!T PETrrIO~S OF COLORED :'\(E~ IN OLD COLONY 

• 

TDlES - LEGISLATIVE ACTIO:N ON SLAVERY , )[U)[ nETT - GOV • 
• 

HANCOCK AGAINi:lT KIDXAPPIXG· , PAUL CUFFE' ETC. ETC. 

• • ON the 5th of TvIarch, 1851, the following petltlOn was 

presented to thei\fassachusetts Legislature, asking an ap

propriation of 81,500, for th3 erection of a monument to 

2 

• 

.-
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14 COLOTIED PATRIOTS OF THE 

first martyr in the the memOi'y of CRISPUS ATTtTCKS, the 

Boston :\iassacre of 1-Iarch 5th, 1770 : -, 

To the IIonorable tlw Senate and Hou.se of Representatives of the 
.. 

State of llIassackzesetts, in G(meral Cow-t assembled: 

The u .. "lc1ersigned, citizens of Boston, respectfully ask that an 
, . 

, 

appropriation of fifteen hundred dollars mny be made by your Hon-

orable Body, for a monument to be erected to the memory of CRIS

I"US ATTUCKS, the first martyr of the American Revolution • 

, 

BOSTOX, Feb. 22c1, 1851. 

.. 'VILLIAM: C. NELL, 

CHARLES LENOX RE~10ND, 

IIENRY 'VEEDEN, 
.. 

LE,\VIS IIAYDF.N7 

FREDERICK G. BARBADOES, 

JOSHUA B. S:~IITII, 

L1ThlUEL BURR. 

, 

,-

Th1s petition was referred to the Committee on l\iilitarv 
e' 

Affairs, who granted a hearing to the petitioners, in whose 
-

behalf appeared "\Vendell Phillips, Esq., and William, C. 

Nell, but finally submitted an adverse report, on the ground 

that a boy, Christopher Snyder, was previously killed. Ad

mitting this fact, which was the result of a very different 
- ' 

scene from that in which Attucks fell,) it does not offset the 

claims of .A .. ttucl{s, and those who made the 5th of l\Iarch 

famous in our annals the day \vhich history selects as the 

dawn of the American Revolution. 

Botta's 1listory, and Hewes"s Reminiscences the tea party 

survivor, establish the fact that the colored man, ATTUCKS, -

, 

, 

• 
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, 

was 0 and 'With the peopie, and was never regarded other-
• WIse. 

Botta, in ..:;peuking of the scenes of the 5th' of 1\Iarch, 

says: " The people were greatly exasperated. The mul

titude ran towards King street, crying, 'Let us drive oui 
, 

these ribalds; they have no business here!' The rioters 

rushed furiously towards the Custom House; they ap-
• 

proached the seniinel, crying, , !(ill him, kill 'him!' They 
, 

assaulted him with snowballs, pieces of ice, and whatever 

they could lay their hands upon. The guard were then 

called, and, in marching to the Custom House, they 

encountered," continues Botta, "a band of the p,opulace, 
-

led by a mulatto named ATTUCKS, who brandished their 
, ' , 

clubs, and pelted them with snowbaIls. The maledictions, 

the. imprecations, the execrations of the multitude, were 
, 

horrible. In the luidst of a torrent of invective fl'orn every 

quarter, the military were challenged to fire. The populace 
• 

• 

advanced to the points of their bayonets. The soldiers up-
• 

peared like Matnes; the cries, the howlings, the menaces, 

the violent din of bells still sounding the alarm, increased 

the confusion and the horrors of these moments; at length, 

the mulatto and twelve of his companions, pressing forward, 

, environed the"soldiers, and striking their muskets 'with their 

dubs, cried to the multitude: ' Be not a rairl; they dare 
, 

notre: 'why do you lwsitat~, 'why do you not kill them, 

why 1Wt crush them at once].' The mulatto lifted his arm 

against Capt. Preston, and having turned one of tho muskets, 

he seized the bayonet with 'his left hand, as if he intended 

• 

, 

• 
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" 

" 

to execute his threat. At this moment, confused cries were 
" 

heard: 'The 'Wretches dare not l-re!' Firing succe"eds. 

ATTUCKS is slain. The other discharges follow. Three 

were killed, five severely wounded, and several others 

slightly. " 
" 

" "-', 

" 

ATTUCKS had formed the patriots in Dock Square, from 

'whence they marched up King street, passing through the 
" 

" 

str~et up to the main guard, in order to make thf3 attack. 

ATTUCKS was killed by Montgomery, one of Capt. Pres

ton's soldiers. He had" been foremost in resisting, and was 
" 

first slain. As proof of a front engagement, he received 

t\vo bulls; ono in each breast. " 

John Adams, counsel for the soldiers, admitted that At-

tucks appeared to have undertaken to be the hero of the 

night, and to lead the peopie. lIe and Culclwell, not being 

residents of Boston, wero both buried from Faneuil 110.11. 

The citizens generally participated in the solemnities. 

The Boston Transcript of l\larch 7, 1851, published an 
" 

anonymous communication, disparaging the whole affair; 

denoundng CRISPUS ATTUCKS as a very firebrand of disorder . 

and sedition, the lTIOst conspicuous, inflmnmatory, and up

roarious of the misguided populace, and who, if he had not 

fallen a martyr, would richly have deserved hanging as an 
• 

incendiary.* If the leader, ATTUCKS, deserved the epithets 

above applied, is it not a legitimate inference, that the citi. 
• • 

zens who followed on are included, and hence should swing 

in his company on the gallows? If the leader and his pa .. 

*' The 'frllTlscript of March 5th, 1855, hOlloruuly nlludcs to Cmsrcs AT"fCCKS. 
" 

, 
• 

" 

• 
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triot band were misguided, the distinguished orators who, in 

after days, commemorated ,the 5th of ~larch~ must, indeed, 

have been Inisgllided, and with them, the masses who were 

inspired by their eloquence; for John I-Ianeoek, in 1774, 

invokes the injured shades of l11aver'ick, Gray, Caldwell; 
, 
• 

ATTUCl{S, Carr.; and J uelge Dawes, in 1775,.Jhus alludes to 
• 

the band of" misguided incendiaries" : ,,' The provocation 
• 

of that night r'nust be numbered among the master-springs 

which gave the first motion to a vast machinery, a noble 

and comprehensive system of national independenee~ " . 

Ramsay\; History of the Alnerican Revolution, Vol. I., 

p. 22, says " The anniversary of the 5th of' l\'larch was 

observed with great solemnity; eloquent orators were suc-
, 

cessively employed to presef\Te the relnembranee of it fresh 

in the mind. On these occasions, the blessings of liberty, 

the horrors 0 slavel~Y, and the danger of a standing 

army, ,vere presented to the public view. These annual 

orations ad,ministered fuel to the fire of liberty, and kept it 

,burning with an irresistible flame." 

'rhe 5th of l\Iarch c0ntinued to be celebruted for the 

above reasons, until the Anniversary of the Declaration of' 
• 

American Independence was substituted in its place; and 
, 

its orators wc(e expected to honor the feelings and princi-
• • 

pIes of the former as having given birth to the latter. 

On the 5th of l\larch, 1776, 'Vashlngton repaired to the 

intrenchnlents. "Remember," said he, "it is the 5th of' 

l\:Iarch, and avenge the death of your brethren! " 

In judging, then, of the merits of those who launched 

2* 

, 
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• 

the A.merican RevolutiGn, we should not take counsel' from 

the Tor·ies of that or the present day, but 1'athc1' heed the 

approving eulogy of Lovell, I-fancock, and \Varrcn. 

\Velcome, then, be every taunt that such correspondents 

may fling at ATTUCKS aDd his company, as the best evi

dence of their rnerits and their strong claim upon our grati-

tude! Envy and the foe do not labor to traduce any but 

prominent champions of a canse. 

1'he rejection of the petition was to be expected, if we 

accept the axiom that a colored man never gets justice done 
• 

him in the United States, except by lnistake. The peti. 

tioners only asked for justice, and that the name of CRISPUS 

ATTUOKS might be honored as a grateful country honors 

• 

• • 

other gallant Americans. 

And yet, let it be recorded, the same session of the Legis .. 

lature which had refused the ATTUCKS monument, granted 

one to ISAAC DAVIS, of Concord. Both were promoters of 

the American Revolution,. but one was white, the other 

was black; and this is the only solution to the problem why 

justice was not fairly meted out. . 

In' April, i851, Thomas Sims, a fugitive slave from 

Georgia, was rei.urned to bondage from the city of Boston, 

and on Friday, June 2d, 1854, .A.nthony Burns, a fugitive 

from Virginia, was dragged back to slavery, both Inarch. 

ing over the very ground that ATTUCKS trod. Among the 

allusions to the man, and the associations clustering around 
• 

King street of the past and State street of the present, the 

follo\ving are selected. The first· is from a speech of the 

• 

• 

• 
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Hon. ANSON BURLINGAI\IE, in Faneuil 

on the rendition of Thomas Sims:" . 

flaIl, Oct. l~:s, 1852, 
• 

"The conq nering of our New England prejudices in fnvor of 
• • 

liberty' does llot 1·.HW.' 
• A • 

It ' docs not pay,' I subl?it, to put OUI fcl-

low-citiz~ns under prac.ticnl martial law; to beut the drum in QU!, 

E.tr~ts; to clothe our temples of justice in. chains, and to creep 

along, by the light of the morning star, oyor the ground wet with 
• 

the blood of CUISI"U8 ATTUCKS, the noble eo10re(1 mall, who fell in 
• 

King street before the muskets of tyranny, :nmy in the dawn 
, 

of our Revolution; cr-s"Op by' Faucun IInH, silent and dark; by 
• 

the Green Dragon,. ,"01)ere that noble mechanic, I)aul Revere, 
• 

011ce mustereel the sons of libert.y; within sight of Bunker lIill, 

wherc was first unfurled thn glorious banner of our country; creep 

alongt with funeral pacel ' bearing a brother, a man made in the 
• • • . , " . • 

image of God, not to 'the grave, . , 0 , that were merciful, for ill the 
• 

grave there is no work aml no dc'dee, and the voice of a master 
• 
• 

l1eyer comes, - . but back to the degradation of a siavcry which kills 

<Jut of a liying body an immortal soul. 0, where is the man noW's 

'\vho took part ill that mournful transaction, who 'would wishr look-

ing back upon it, to .ayo\\" it! It . 
• 

• 
• 

. " Thousands of agitah~(l people came out to sec the preacher 

[Burns] leel off to shl.ycry, oycr thc spot where Hancock stood and 
• 

ATTUCK~ fell." *' 

"And at high' change, over tho spot where, on the 5th of :;\Iarch, 

1770, feU the first yictinl in the Boston ~lassacre,· . where the negro 

blood of CURlSTOrIIER A TTUCKS stained th0 ground, over that 

spot, Boston auth.orities carried a citizen of ~lassachusctts to Alex

andria as a slave." t 

• "Worcester SPY. 

t TnEoDOHE 1) ARli:ER, ,Tunc 4th. 

• 

•• 
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"A short distance from that sacred edifice, (Faneuil Hall,] and 

between it and the Court IIou.sc, where the disgusting rites of sac

rificing n. human being to slavery were lately perfonnec1, was the 

spot ,vlich ·was first moistcnod with American blood in resisting 

slavcry, and alllong the first victims was a colored person." '-* 

" X enrly all those who had watched the trial of poor Burns, who 

hean1 his doom, saw the slave-gum'd march from the Court House, 

that had been elo:-;ed so long, through State street, swept ns if by n. 

pestilcnce, down to the yossel that, under our flag, bore him put of 

the Bay the Pilgrims entereiL, into eaptiyity, ·would rather ha"\-o 

looked en a fUlloral procession, rather have hean1 the rattling of 

British guns again. • • • • Sad, shocking, was the sight of the 

harmless, innocent yicthn of all that mighty machinery) as he 

pn55Cl1 dClwn Queen's street and King's street, all hung in mourn

ing. 13etter to have seen the halter and the coffin for a criminal 

again paraded through our strc'cts, tbm tho cutlasses a::ld the can~ 

non for him. As he 'went dO·W11 to the dock into which the tea ·was 

thrown, the spirits thnt lingered about the spots he passed vanished 

and fled, whih;t dire and frightful imag'.:'s arose in their place." t 

I-IENRY IIILL, a colored man, and a Revolutionary sol

d'e\~, died in Chilicothe, on th.e 12th of August~ 1833, aged 

eighty years. lIe was buried with the honors of war, a 

singular tribute of respect to the memory of a colored man, 

but no doubt richly merited in this case. Henry, .I should 

infer from an obituary notjcc in the Chilicothc Adccrtiser, 

was at the battlc of Lexington, Brandy\vine, IHoomouth, 

Princeton, p.nd Yorktown. . 

• Ihll1. CH.\I:U:S SnD;'Im'~ SpC'cch in Congress, .June 28, 18M. 

t Speech of CII,\I:LES ::\1. ELLIS, (one of Burns' counsel,) Jul.y, 1854. • 

• 

• 

-
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l)ctt'r l'uh·m. the Colored American. llt HUlIkl'1' Hill. 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• . . 

• 

• 

• • 

• 

• 

" 

• 
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Swett, in his" Sketches of Bunker Hill Battle," alludes 
• 

to the presence of a colored man in that fight. lIe says:-
t "!l K· 'I~" .1 1 . fi ffi· f bI d L 

L inaJur rlicalrn cau~eu t le rst e USlOn 0 00 at ex-

ington. In that battle, his horse was shot under him, while 

he was separated from his troops. 'Vith pres.ence of' u1ind, 
• 

he feigned himself slain; his pistols were tal{en frOln his 

holsters, and he was ieft for dead, when he seized the 

opportunity, and escaped. FIe appeared at Bt.mker I-Jill, 
• 

and, says the historian, 'Among those who mounted. the 
• 

works was the gallant ~fnjor Pitcairn, who exultingly cried 

out, "The day is ours I''! when a black soldier named 

SALEM shot him through, and he fell. His agonized son. 

received him in his arms, and tenderly bore him to the 
.' 

boats.' A contribution wes made- in the army for the 

colored soldier, and he was presented to vVashington as 

having performed this feat." >It-

Besides SALEM, there were quite a number of colored 

soidiers at Bunker Hill. Among them, rrITUS COBURN, 

ALEXANDER AMES, ~and BARZILAI LEW, all of Andover; 

and also CATO fIO'WE, of Plymouth, "' each of whom re

ceived a pension. Lew was a flfer. His daughter, l\Irs. 

Dalton~ now lives within n few rods of the battle field. / 

SEYMOUR BURR was a slave in Connecticut, . to a brother 

of Col. Aaron Burr, from whon1 he derived his name. 

Though treated with- much favor by his muster, his heart 

• In some engravings of tho battle, this colored soldier occupies a prominent posi~ 
tlo11; but in more recent p.ditlons, his ftgurc is non est im"entlls. A signlticaut, hut 

inglorious omission. On some hills, however, of the Monumental Bank, Charles-
-

tOWIl, anlll'roeman's Bank, ]JostOIl, his presence is manifest. 
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yearned for liberty, and he seized an occasion to induce 

several of h'is fellow slaves to escape in a boat, intending to 
, 

join the British, that they might become freemen; but being 

pursued by their owners, armed with the implements of 

death, they were compelled to surrender. 

Burr's master, contrary to his expectution, did not inflict 

corporeal punishment, but relninded hirn of the kindness 
, 

with which he had been treated, and asked what inducement 
• 

he could have for leaving him. Burr replied, that lw 'Wanted 
> 

his Uberty. His owner finally proposed, that if he would 
• 

give him the bounty money, he might join the Ame'rican 
• 

army, and at the end of the war be his own man. Burr, 

wil.ling to make ~tny sacrifice for his liberty, consented, and 

served faithfully during the campaign, uttached to the Sev

enth Re>giment, commanded by Colonel, afterwards Gov

ernor Brooks, of l\Iedford. He was present at the siege of 

Fort Catskill, and endured much suffering froln' starvation 
.. 

and cold. After some skirmishing, the army was relieved 

by the arrival of Gen. 'Vashington, who, as witnessed by 

him, shed tears of joy on finding them unexpectedly safe. 
, 
• 

Burr married one of the Punkapog tribe of Indians, snd 

settled in Canton, l\-Iass. lIe received a pension f~om Gov

ernment. I-lis widow died in 1852, aged over one hundred 
, years. • , 

JEREl\IY JONAH served in the same Regin1ent, Col. 
i . 

Brooks's, at the same time with Seymour Burr. The two 

yeteruns used to make merry together in recDunting their 
, . , 

luilitary adv,cntures, especially the drill on one occasion" 

-

• 
• • 

, 
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when Jonah stumbled over a stone heap; for which he was 
• 

severely caned by the Colonel. 1-Ie drew a pension . 
. 

LEl\-IUEL BURR, grandson of Seymour, a resident of 

Boston, often speaks of their reminiscences of DEBORAH 

G ANNETT. In confirmation of this part of their history, I 

give the following extract from the Resolves of the General 

Court of Massachusetts during the session of 1791: . 
• 

• 

XXIII. ' Resolve on the l)etition of DEBOnAIr GANsr:T'r, granting , 
-

her £34 for soryices in the Continental Army. Januat·y 201 1792. 

On the petition. of DEllOltAR GANXE'rT, praying fur compensn

tion for services performed in the late army of the United States: 

"Thercas, it appears to this Court that the sai.d DEl30U.,\:U GASSETT 

enlisted, under the name of Robert Shurtliff, in Capt ... ":-cbh's eom-
• 

pany, in the 4th Massachusetts Regiment, on l\Iny 20th, 1782, and 
• 

did actually perform. the duty of III soldier, in the late army of the 

United States, to the 23(1 day of October, 1783, for which she has 
, 

. 

- received no compensation; and, whereas, it further appenrs that the 

!~;aid Deborah exhibited un extraordinary instance of female heroism, 

by discharging the duties of a faithful, gallant soldic:-, and at the 
. .' 

same time PT~sCl'ving the virtue and chaf-tity of her sex unsuspcctell 

and unbl~mishec1, and ,yas discharged from the sen·ice with a fair 
• 

an~l honorable character; therefore, 
• 

Resolred, That the Treasurer of this Common,vealth oe, und he 

hereby is, directed to if-:sue his note to the sai.d Deborah for the SI.Uil 

of thirty f01Jr pounds1 bearing interest from Oct. 23, 1783. 

• 

Joshua B. Smith has stated to me that he was present at 

a company of distinguished ~Iassachusetts men; when the 

, conversation turned upon the exploits of Revolutionary 
• 

'. times; a.nd that the late Judge Story related an incident of 

, 

• 
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• • 
• 

daring. Our negroes, for many years, ,"ere aHowed peace .. 

ably to celebrate the abolition of the slave trade; but it 
• 

became a fl'oHe with the white boys to deride them on this 

day, and finally, they detertnined to drive them, on these 

occasions, from the Common. The colored people becun~e 

greatiy incensed by this mockery of their festival, and this 

infriIl~~el:nent of their liberty, and a runlor reached us .. on ... ~ , 
• 

one of these anniversaries" that they were determined to 
• • 

resist the whites, and were going armed, with this intention. 
• 

.' About three o'clock in the afternoon, a shout of a bp.ginning 
• • 

'fray reached us. Soon, terrified children and won1en ran 
• 

•• • 

• 

. down Belknap street, pursued by white boys, who enjoyed 

• 

• 

. their fright. '-rhe sounds of battle approached; clubs and 

'brickbais were flying in all directions. At this crisis, Col. 

l\Iiddletonopened his door, armed ,vith a loaded 111usket, 

. and, hl a loud voice, shrieked death to the first white who 
• 

should uI)proach. flundreds of human beings, white and 

• • 

black, were pouring down the street, the blacl\s making but 

a feeble resistance, the odds in numbers and spirit being 

against them. Col. l\I~ddleton 's vOIce could be heard above 

..... very other, urging his party to turn and resi~t to the last. 

• 

• 

: I~is appearance was terrific, his lTIusket was levelled, roady 

to saerifice the first white man that came within its range. 

The colored party, shamed by his reproaches, and fired by 

his examp1e, rall!ed, and 111ade a short show of resistance. 

.. Capt. '\Vinslow Lewis and illy father ci0termined to try and 
• • • • . ' . 

• 

{!~teH this tUtuuIt. Capt. ~Lewi8 valiantly grappled with the 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• • 
• • 

• 

• 
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ringleaders of the whites, and n1Y father coolly surveyed 

the scene from his own door, and instantly determined what 

to do. 1-1e calmly approached Col. l\liddleton, who called 

to him to stop, or he was a dead rnan! I can I see l"ny 

father at this distance of time, and never can forget the 
, 

feetings hjs fatuily expressed, as they saw him stiH ap-

proach this armed man. lIe put aside his musket, and, 

with his conntenance an serenity, said a few soothing ,vords 

to the colonel, who burst into tears, put up his muski:'t, and, 
• 

• 

with great emotion, exclaimed, loud enough for us to hear 
• , 

across the street, ' I will do it for you, for you have al ways 

beBl1 kind to me,' and retired into his own house, and shut 
~. -: tl " nrs ";";frr upon 1e scene. 

. , 

\VL',h ~'.. ll('P{, ii'~'ing in 'Vc,c;t Boston, I was fan1iliar with 

the person of "Big Dick," and have heard the following 
• 

account of him which is taken from the Boston Patriot 

confirmed. 1t is not wholly out of place in this collection. 

a RICHARD SEAVERS," said that jqurnal, a few days after his 
, 

decease, "was a man of mighty mould. A short time 

previ(l'~~ to his death, he measured ... six feet five inches iu 

heigh~, and attracted much attention when seen in the street. 

fIe was born in Salem, or vicinity, and when about sixteen . 

years old, went to England, where he entered the British 

navy. 'Vhen the war of' 1812 broke out, he would not 

fight against his c,)untry, gave hinlself up as an Americar. 

citizen, and was made a prisoner (If war. 

" A surgeon on board r.:n Amm'ican privateer, who ex.pe

rienced the tender nlercies of the Bt'itish Governnlent in 

• 

• 
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Dartmoor prison, during the "\Yar of 1812, makes honorable 

mention of " King Dick," as he was there called:-

" 'There are about four hundred and fifty negroes in prison No. 

4, and this assembla(J'e of blacks affords many curious anecdotes, n w 

and much matter for specula.tion. These blacks have a ruler among 

them, 'whem they call1(ing Dick. lIe ~s by far the largest, and, I 

suspect, the strongest man in the prison. lIe is sb:.. feet five inches 
• 

in height, and proportionably large. This black Ilercule:) com-

mands respect, and his subjects tremble in his presence. lIe goes 

the rounds eyery day, and. visits eyery berth to sec if they are all 

kept £lean. 'Yhell he' goes the rounds, he puts Oll a large bearskin 

cap, amI carries in his haud a huge club. If any of his men are 

dirty ~ drunken, or grossly negligent, he tluetl.tens ther..1 with a 
• 

beating; and if they are saucy, they arc sure to receive one. They 

hay~ several times conspired against him, and attempted to dethrolle 
• 

him, but he has always conquered the rebels. Ononight, several 

attacked him, 'while asleep in his 'hammock; he sprang up and 
. ' .' 

• 

seized"the smallest of them by his feet, and thumped another with 

him. The poor negro who had thus been made a beetle of was 

curried next day to the hospital, sadly bruised, and provokingly 

laughed at. This ruler of the blacks, this l{ing Richard IY., is n 
• 

man of good l.'.nclerstanding, aud h<:: exercises it to a good purpose. 

If anyone of his color cheats, defrauds, or steals from his cumrades, 
• 

he is sure to be punished for it.'" 

CHARLES BO'WLES, says his biographer, Rev. John \V. 

Lewis,) "was born in Boston, 1761. I-Iis father' wag an 

African; his n10ther was a daughter of the celebrated Col. 

l\Iorgan, who was distingu~shed as an 'officer in ·the Rifle 

,Corps of the American army, dllring the revolutionary 

struggle for indepen~1tnce. At the early age of twelve, he 

• 

~ 
• 

• 

• 
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was placed in the family of a Tory; but his young heart 

. did not fancy his n'ew situation, for at the tender age of 
• 

fourteen, we find hitn serving in the colonial army, in the 

capacity of waiter to an officer. He remained in this ~itua-
• 

tion for two years, and th~n enlisted, a mere boy, in 

the American army, to risk his life in defence of the holy 

cause of liberty. He served during the entire war, after 

which he went to New Hampshire, and engaged in agricul

tural pursu~ts. He succeeded in drawing n pension, becmne 

a Baptist preacher, and died l\Iarch 16, 1843, aged 82." . 

PRIMUS f-IALL, a native Bostonian, was the son of,;Prince 

fla11, founder of the l\IasQnlc Lodge of that name in Bos

ion. Prirnus Hall was long known to the citizens as a soap

boiler. Besides his fl::}volutionary services, he ,vas among 
• 

. those who, in the war of 1812, repaired to Castle Island, in 

Boston Harbor, to assist in building fortifications . 
• 

The following anecdote· of Primus is extracted from 

Godey's Lady's Book for June, 1849, to which it was com

lnunicated by Rev. HENRY F. HARRINGTON:-
. ' I 

"Throughout the Revolutionary 'Var'j PRIMUS HAI.L was 

the body servant of Col. PICKERING, of l\Iassachusetts. He 
" 

was free and communicatiye, and delighted to sit down with 

an interested listener and pour out those stores ofabscrbing 

and exciting anecdotes with whjch his nlemory ,vas stcired. 

" It is well l{nown that the1'e was no officer in tho whole .. 
• 

American arnlY whose nlemory was dearer to WASHINGTON, 
• 

• • 

and whose counsel was Inore esteemed by him, than that of 
• • • 

the honest anci patriotic Col. PICKERING. He was on inti~ 

3* 
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• 

• 

mate terms with him, and unbosomed himself to him with 

as iittle reserve as, perhaps, to any confidant in the army. 

'Vhenever he was stationed within such a distance as to 
" ." 

adtuit of it, he passed nluny hours with the Colonel, con-

sulting him upon anticipated raeasures, and delighting in his 
, 

reciprocated friendship. 

" \\r ASHINGTON was, therefore, often brought into contact 
• 

with the servant of Col. PICKERING, the departed PRIMUS. 

An opportunity was afforded to the negro to· note him, 

under circumstances very different from those in which he 

is usually brought before the public, and which possess, 

. therefore, a striking charm. I remember two of these anec

dotes frOln the mouth of PRIl'IIUS. One of thetn is very 

slight, indeed, yet so peculiar as to be replete with interest. 

1'he authenticity of both may be fully 1'elied upon. . , 

" 'VASHINGTON on( e came to Col. PICKERING'S quarters, 

and found hirn absent. 

" , It is no Inatter,' said he to PRIl.\IUS; , I alU gl'eatly in"' 

need of exercise. You must help mo to get some before 

your. master returns.' 

" Under \V ASIIINGTON'S directions, the negro busied him

self in some simple preparations; A stake was driven into 

the ground about breast high, a rope tied to it, and then 

PRIMUS was desired to stand at some distance and· hold it 

horizontally extcnded. The boys, thc country over, are 
• 

familial' with this plan of getting sport. \Vith true boyisH. 

zest, \V ASHINGTON ran forwards and backwards for some 

,tin1e, jumping over the rope as he came and went, until he 

expressed himself satisfied with the' exercise. ~ " 
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H Repeatedly afterwards, when a favorable opportunity 

offered, he would say - ~ Come, PRIMUS, I mu in need of 
, -

e; .. ' 'l'cise ;' whereat the negro would drive down the stake, 
• 

• 

and ,V ASHINGTON would jump over the rope until he had 

exerted himself to his content. 

" On the second occasion, the great -General was engaged 

in earnest consultation with Col. PH!KERING in his tent until 

after the night had fairly set in. I-Iead-quarters were ut a 

considerable distance, and "\V ASHINGTON signified his pre

ference to staying with the Colonel over night, provided he 

had a spare blanket and straw. 

" , 0, yes,' said PRIDiTJS, who 'vas '-'prealed to; , plenty 

of straw and blankets plenty.' 

" iJ pon this assurance, WASHINGTON continued his con

ference with the Colonel until it was time to retire to rest. 

Two humble beds were spread" side by side, in the tent, 

and the officers laid themselves down, while PRIMUS s.9cmed 
• • 

'. to be busy with duties that required his attention before he 

himself could sleep. He worked, or appeared to work, 

until the breathing of the prostrate gentlemen satisfied him 

that they were sleeping; and then, seating himself upon a 

, box Qr stoo.l, he leaned his head on his hands to obtain such 

repose as so inconvenient a position would allow. In the 

luiddle of the night, V\f ASHINGTON awoke. I-Ie 100ked about, 
• 

and descried the negro as he sat • He gazed at hinl awhile, 
• 

and then spoke. 
• 

" , PRI~IUS !' sai~ he, calling; 'PRlIlIUS!' 

" PRIMUS started up and rubbed his eye~. ' 'Vhat, Gen-
• 

eral?' said he. 

.' 

., 
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• 

" \V ASHINGTON rose up in his bed. 'PRIMUS,' said he, 

'what did you mean by saying that you had blankets and 

straw enough? I-lere you have given up your blanket and 

straw to mc, that I may sleep comfortably, while you are 
• 

• 

obliged to sit through the night.' 

. " " It's nothing, General,' said PRIMUS. 'It.,s nothing. 

I 'rn well enough .. Don't trouble yourself about me, Gen

eral, but go to sleep again. No Inatter about me. I sleep 

very good.' 

,~ 'But j~ is matter it is matter,' said "VASH" NGTON, 

earnestly. 'I cannot do it, PRIMUS. If either is to sit up, 

I will. But I think there is no need of either sitting t\p. 

The blanket is wide enough for hvo. Come and lie down 

here with me.' 

,f, , 0, no, General!' said 

iog against the proposition. 

very well on t he stool.' 

PRIl\lUS, start~ng, and protest-' 
• 

f, No; le~ me sit here. I'll do 

'" 1 say, come and lie down here!' said \VASHINGTON, 
• 

authoritatively. "There is rOOlU for both, and I insist upon 

it ! ' 
• 

" He threw open the blanket as he spoke, and lTIOved. to 

one side 'of the straw. PRHIUS professes to have been ex

ceedingly shocked at the idea, of lying under the same 

covering with the commander-in-chief, but his tone was so 

resolute and determined that he could not hesitate. He 
prepared himself, therefore, and laid himself down by 

• • 
• 

\VASHINGTON, and on the sanle straw, and under the same 

blanket; the General and the "'negro servant slept until 
• 

morning." 

.' 
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• • 

J AMES EASTON, of Bridgewater, was one \vho partici .. 
, 

pated in the erection of the fortifications on Dorchester 

Heights, under com mand of Washington, which the next 
" 

morning so greatly surprised the British soldiers then en-

camped in Boston. 

1\11'. Easton was a manufacturing blacksmith, and his 

forge and nail factory, where were also made edge tools 

and anchors, was extensively known, for its superiority of 

workmanship. J\Iuch of the iron work .for the 'rl~emont 

Theatre and Boston Marine Railway was executed under 

his supervision. 1fr. Easton was 
, 

• , 

self-educated. \Vhen a 

young lna~.1, stipulating for work, he always provided for 

chances of evening study. He was welcome to the .. 

business circles of Boston, as a nlan of ,strict integrity, 

and tIre nlany who resorted to him for advice in compli .. 

cated matters' styled him" the Black Lawyer." His sons, 

Caleb, Joshua, Sylvanus, and FIosca, inherited his mechan-

ical genius and merital ability. 

'I'he family were victims, however, to the spirit of color

phobia, then rampant in New England, and were persecuted 

even to the dragging out of some of the family from the 

Orthodox Church, in which, on its enlargement, a porch had 

been erected, exclusively for colored people. After this 

disgraceful occurrence, the Easton's left the church. They 
-, " 

afterwards purchased a pew in the Baptist church at ,. 

Stoughton Corner, which excited a great deal of indigna ... 

tion. Not succeeding in their attempt to have the bargain 

cancelled, the people tarred the pew. The next Sunday, 

• 
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the family carried seats in the waggon. The pew was then 

pulled do,v!'}; but the family sat in the aisle. These indig

nities were continued until the separation of the family. 

IIosEA EASTON published a Treatise on the Intellectual 

Condition of the Colored People, in which was shown the 

heart of a philanthropist and the head of a philosopher. I-lis 

work did great execution among 

innate inferiority of colored men. 
• 

his experience: -
• 

those who proclaim the 

11e1'o is a chapter from 

"I, as an individual, have had a sufficient opportunity to know 
• 

something abo~t prejudice and its destructive effe0ts. At an early 

period of my life, I was extensively engaged in mechanism, associ

atecl with a number of other colored men, of master spirits and 

great minds. Th.e enterprise was followec1 for about twenty years 
• 

• 

perseveringly, in direct opposition to public sentiment and the tide 

• 

. of popular l)rejuciice. So intent were the parties in carrying out the ... 
• 

principles of intelligent, active freemen, that they saclificed every 

thought of comfort and case to the object. The most rigid economy 

was adhered to, at home and abroad. A regular school was estab-
• 

lishecl for the youth connected with the factory; the rules of 

morflJity were sUPPol'ted "\yith surprising assiduity, and ardent 

E\pirits found no place in the establishment. After the expenditure 

of this vast amount of labor and time, together with many thou-
• • • 

sands of dollars, the enterprise ended in a total failure. By reason 

,of the repented surges of the tide of prejudice, the establishment, 

like a ship in a boisterous hurricane at sea, went beneath the 

waves, richly laden, well manned and well managed, sank to rise 

no more. It fell, and with it fell the hearts of several of its pro

jectors in despair, and their bodies into their grayes." 

-
• 

• 

• • 
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QUACK nfATRICK, of Stoughton Corner, \vas 

Revolutionary soldier, and drew a pension. 
• 
• 

35 

a regular 

JOB LEWIS, of Lancaster., formerly a slave, enlisted for 

. two terms of three years each; und a third time for the 
, 

remainder of the war. I-Ie died in November, 1797. His 

son, JOEL 'V. LEWIS, when a boy, wa~. very persevering in 

study, and as he depended n1aiuly upon himself, when u\vay 

fr0111 a brief country school term, busied himself for seven 

weeks in solving one complicated lesson in arithnletic . 
• 

• 

1\11'. Lewis is now proprietor of an extensive blacksmithing 

establishment in BO$ton, where he gives employment to ... 

several white and colored mechanics . 

. ' PRINCE RICHARDS, of East Bridgewater, ''rus a pensioned 

Revolutionary soldier. 'Vhile a slave, he learned to write 
. 

with a charred stick; thus evincing a burning desire to im-

prove, even against the cornmand of his self-styled owner . 
• • 

PHILIP ANDRlnvs, a. colored man, was drowned in Lud. 

low., on the 30th of 1Uay, 18-42. lIe was over eighty years 
- , 

of age. lIe was the servant of a captain of the British 

army. in the Revolution, and, at the age of sixteeu, deserted 

to the .Alnerican anriy, and has remained in this country 
• • ever smcc . • 

• 

JACK G ROVE, of Portland, while steward of a brig, sailing 

frmn the \Vest Indies to Portland, in 1812, was taken by a 
• 

French vessel, whose commander placed a guard on board. 

Jack urged his commander to rnuke an effort to retake 

the vessel, but the captain saw no hope. Say~ Jack, " Cap

tain fifcLcllan, I can take her, if you will let rne go ahead." 
• 

• 

, 

• 
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'rhe captain checked him, warning him not to lisp such a 

word, there was danger in it; but Jack, disappointed 

though not daunted, rallied the men on his own hook. 

Captain McLellan and the rest, inspired by his example, 

finally joined them, and the attempt resulted in victory . 
• 

They weighed anchor, and took the vessel into Portland. 

'rhe owners of the brig offered Jack fifty hogsheads of 

molasses for his valor and patriotism, but Jack demanded " 

one half of the brig, which being denied him, he com· 

menced a suit, engaging two Boston lawyers in his behalf. 

I have not been able to learn ho\v the case was decided, if, 

indeed, a decision has yet been Inade. 

BOSSON WRIGHT resided ~n IHussachusetts upwards of 

eighty years, and could well remember "~"hen the British 
• 

burned the town of Portlan~L He assisted in building two 

of the Forts, and pal'ted with two of his companions on their 

way' to join the American army. Hte was a tax-payer for 
• 

more than fifty years. 
• 

Bosson said that one l\fayberry, a slave from Gorham, 

saw a British sailor in the act of setting fire to the old 

Parish church, now the First Parish in Portla.nd,) when he 

(l\fayberry seized him, and carried him before the leading 

lnen, who, being 'rories, ordered the sailor's discharge. 

Being one afternoon on u sailing excursion down Portland 

harbor, Bosson directed attention to the Fort as not being 

properly located, indicating the spot which he would have 
• 

selected. Somo years after, when President l\funroe visited 
•• 

the Eastern States, the salne observatiol'l was rnade by hiln, 

• 

" 
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• , 

• 

and the same spot pointed out as had been by Bosson 
• 

"Tl';ght. 

One of his acquaintances, a colored soldier at the Battle 

of Saratoga, walked up, quite elated, to Cornwallis, after 

his surrender., saying: " You used to be named Corn-
• 

• 

wallis, but it is Corn-wallis no longer; it must now be Cob· 

wallis, for General "\Vashington has shelled off all the 
corn." 

• 

C I~ NI1\L REl\IINI ENCE 1. 

Extract from the Speech of lion. CHA.RLES Su~rxER, of ~Iassachu

Betts, in reply to Senator Butler, of South Carolina, in the 

Senate of the United St.ates, June 28, 1854. 

"Sir, slavery never flourished in Massachusetts; nor did it 

ever prevail there at any time, even in early colonial days, 

to such a degree as to be a distinctive feature in her· power

ful civilization. lIer few slaves were luereIy for a term of 
• 

years, or for life. If, in point of fhct, their issue was. some-

times held in bondage, it was never by sanction. of' any 

statute law of Colony or Commonwealth .. Lane~uoro'" vs. 
• 

'West eld, 16 fiIass., 73. In all her annals, no person, was 
• 

ever born a slave on the soil of ~Iassachusetts. This of 

itself is a response to the imputation of the Senator • 
. 

"A benign and brilliant act of her Legislature, as far back 
4 . 

, 
• 
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as 1646, shows her sensibility on this subject. A Boston 

ship had brought home two negroes, seized on the coast of 
• 

Guinea. Thus spoke l\Iassachusetts : ' 

• 

" 'The General Court, conceiving themselves bound by the first 

opportunity to hear witness against the heinous and crying sin of 

mun-stealing, ruso, to presclibe such timely redress for what is past, 

and sllch a law for the future as may sufficiently deter ,1,1l those belong

£ng to 'Us to have to do in such 't'iltJ and most odious CJonduct, Justly 

abhorred of aU good and iust men, do order that the negro interpre

tC'L', with others unlawfully taken, be, by the first opportunity, at 

the charge of the country: for the present, sent to his native country 

of Guinea, and a letter with him of the indignation c (." the Court 

. ~ thereabout and justice thereof.' " 

" The Colony that could issue this noble decree was incon .. 

sistent with itself, when it allowed its rocky face to be 

pt-essed by the footsteps of a single slave. But a righteous 

public opinion earnestly and constantly set its face against 

slavery. As early as 1701, a vote was entered upon the 

records of Boston to the following effect: -' The Represen .. 

tatives are desired to promote the encouraging the bringing 

of white servants, and to put a period to negroes being 

slal,'es.' Perhaps, in all history, this is the earliest testi .. 

1110ny from any official body against negro slavery, and I 

thank God that it came from Boston, rny native town. In 

1705, a beavy duty was imposed upon every negro imported 

into the .province; in 1712, the importation of Indians as 

servants or slaves was strictly forbidden, but the general 

• 

• 
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subject of slavery attracted little attention till the beginning 

of the controversy which ~nded in the Revolution, when 
• 

the rights of the blacks were blended by all true pat riots 
• 

with those of the whites. Sparing all unnecessary detai!~, 

suffice it to say, that, as early as 1769, one of the courts of 

l\iassachusetts, anticipating, by several years, the renowned 

judgment in Somersett's case, established within its j urisdic-
• 

tion the principle of emancipation; and under its tOllch of 

magic power, changed a slave into a freeman. Similar 

decisions followed in other places." 

. '" 
• 

An author, who signs himself '~Old Style Freeman," 

says that" the contest commenced in 1761, in the town of 

Boston, in the old court.house, in the masterly speech of 

James Otis against the writs of ass1stance. He boldly 

asserted the rights, not only of the wbite, but of the black 

man. • . • Our colonial charters luake no difference 

between black and white colonists. 

" l\Iassachusetts passed resolutions, in 1764, in which the 

rights of nIl the colonists were declared, without respect to 
• 

mark or color, and James Otis, under the sanction of the 

House of Representatives, published his work on the Rights 

, of the British Colonies, in which it was deciul'cd that all the 

colonists are, by the law 0 nalul·c,' freeborn, as, indeed ~ ali 

• 

• 

men are, white or black; nor can any logical inference 

in aid of slavery,' said Otis, 'be drawn from a fiat nose or 

a long or short face.' " 

June 23d, 1773, the following petition wus presented to 

I 
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tho General Court, which was raad, nnd referred to the 

next session: -' - -

PETITION OF SLAVES IN BOSTON. 

I'1WYIXVl~ OF ~I.\SSACnUSETTS BAY. 

'1'0 ITis Excellency, Thomas 1Illtcninson, Esq., Governor: -

'1'0 the Hvno:rfLble~ His lliajesty's Council, and to thc_ IIonorablc 
, 

• 

IIousc of Hcprv:icnt:ltiycs, ill gencral court assembled ,at Boston, the 

6th day of JanunrYr 1773: ' The ll.umLle petition of muny slavcs 

Ih-ing in the to~.vn of Boston, and oth~r t(}YNllS in the province, is 

thi~, namcly :' Oh 

• 

That Your Excellcncy and lImlOrs, and thc lIonorablc the Repre-

sentatives, would uc plcased to takc their unhappy statc and con

diticm under )'011r wise and just considcration. 

'Ke desire to bless God, who loves mankind, who sent his Son to 

die for their snh-atioll, and who is no respectcr of persons, that he 

hath lately put it into the hearts of multitudes, on both sides of tho(} , 
, 

, 

'Yater, to bear our bt1l'thellS, somc of whom are mell of great note 
, 

and lufiuenee, who have pleadcd our causc with nrgU"11Cmts; which 

we hope will haye thoir weight with this Honorable Court. 
, 

"·0 prCSU!l1e not to dictate to Your Excellcncy anel Honors, be

ing wIlling to rest our causc on your humanity and justice: yet 
would beg lenyc to say {t word or two on thc subject. 

Although some of the negroes arc vicious, (who, doubtless, mny 
, 

be punished and restrained by the same laws which arc in force 

against others of the King's subjects,) there arc many others of a 

quite different character, un(1 who, if made frec, 'would soon be able, 

fiS woll as willing, to bear a part in the public charges. :Muny of 

them, of gc -l natural parts, nrc discreet, sober, honcst und industri~ 

ons; and may it not be said of many, that they nre virtuous and 

rnligions, nlthough theu" condition is in itseli so unfriendly to rell--
-

-

• 

• 

, 
, 

'-

-

, 
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gion, anll every Dloral virtue, except patience? IIow many of that" 

number have there been, and now arc, in this proYincc, who hall 

eyery day of their lives embittered with this most intolerable refter:

tio11, that, let thcir behavior be what it will, ncither they nor their 

children, to all gcnerations, shall ever hc ablc to do or to l10ssess 

and enjoy any thing, ' no, not cven life -itself, ' but ill u manner as 

the beasts that perish! 

'Ve have :no property! wc have no wivcs! we h~ve no children! 

we have no city! no country! But we have a Father in heaven, 

and wc m'c determined, as far as his grace shall enablc us, and as fm~ 

as our degraded condition and contemptuous lifc 'will admit, to keep 

all his commandments; especially ,yill we be obedient to our mas

ters, so long as God, in his sovercign providcnce, shall sujja us to 

bc holdcn in bandage. .. 

It would h<: impudcnt, if not presumptuous, in us to suggest to 

Your Excellcncy and Honors, any law or laws propcr to bc ma(le in 

relation to Ollr unhappy state, which, although our greatest unuap-
, 

pinesJs, is not our fault; and this gives us great encouragement to 

pray 3,nd hope for such relief as is consistent with your wisdom, 

justice and goodness. 

'Vo think oursclves vcry happy, that we :may thus addrcss the 

great an(l general cO'U .. vt of this province, "\yhich great antl good 

court is to us the best judge, under God, of what is wise, just and 

good. . 

'Ve humbly beg leave to add. but this one thing more: we prny 

for such rclief only, which by no pl)ssibility can ever be 'proc1uctiYc 

of the least wrong or injury to our masters, but to us/will bc as life 

from the dead. . 

• 

In January, 1774, a bill was brought in, which' passed all 

the forms in the two Houses~ and was laid before Governor 
• 

IIutchinson for his approval, March 8th. 'l'he uegroes 

4* 
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• 

had deputed a committee rcspeetfully to solicit the Gov

ernor's consent; but he told them that his instructions 

forbade. IIis successor, General Gage, gave them the 

same answer, when they waited on him. 

'The blacks had better success in the judicial court. A 

pamphlet contnining the case of a negro who had accom

panied his muster from the 'Vest Indies to England, and 

had there sued for and obtained his freedom, was reprinted 

here, and this encotlraged several others to sue their mas

ters for their freedom, and recompense for their servicese 

The first trial of this kind was in 1770. James, a servant 

of Richard Lechrncre, of Cambridge, brought an action 

against his master for detaining him in bondage. The 

negroes collected Inoney among themselves to carryon the 

suit,-and the verdict ,vas in favor of the plaintitT. Other suits 

• were instituted between that time and the Revolution, and 

the juries invariably gave their verdicts in favor of liberty. 

During the Revolutionary 'Var, public opinion was so 

strongly in favor of the abolition of slavery, that, in some of 

the country towns, votes were passed in town meetings that 

they would have no slaves among them; and that they 

WOG!d aot exact of the masters any bonds for the mainte-
• 

nunce of liberated blacks, should they become incapable of 
• • 

supporting themselves. A liberty-loving antiqual'ian copied 

the following from the Suffolk Probate Record, and pub

lished it in the"'Boston Liberator, February, 1847: -' -

" Know all men by these presents, that I, J onnthall Jackson, of 

N e,,.-bllryport, in the county of Essex, gentleman, in consideration 
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of the impropriety I feel, ancl have long felt, in beholding any 

person in constant bondage,· . more CSI)ecinlly at a time when my 
• 

country is so 'warmly contending for the liberty eyer):. man ought to 

enjoy, . and having sometime since promised Iny negro mall, 

Ponlp, that I would givo him his freedom, and ill further considera

tion of five shillings, paid me by said Pomp, I do hereby liberate, 

manumit, and set him free; and I do hereby remise and release 

unto said Pomp, all demands of whatever natur~ I have against 

said Pomp. 

" In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and- seal, this 
• 

nineteenth June, 177(3. . 

• 

"JOXATIIAN JACKSON. [Seal.] 

'" lVitness :M:AH.Y COBURN, 

"\VILLLUI NOYES." 

• 

• 

It only renlains to say a word respecting the two parties 

to the for'egoing instrument. 

JONATHAN JACKSON, of Newburyport, we weil remember 

to have he.ard spoken of, in our younger days, by honored 

lips, as a most upright and thorough gentleman of the old 

schOOl, possessing talents and character of the first stand

ing. He was the first Collector of the Port of Boston, 

under vVashington's administration, and was Treasurer of 

the Commonwealth of niassachusetts for many years, and 

died in 1810. .A tribute to his memory and his worth, said 

to be from the pen of the late John Lowen, appeared in 

the Columbian Centinel, ~Iarch 10, 1810. I-lis itnmediate 

descendants have long resided in this city, are extensively 

known, and as widely and justly honored. 

Po -took the name of his late master, upon his eman-
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r 
• • 

cipation, and soon after enlisted in the army, as POMP 

JACKSON, served through the whole war -of the Revolution, 

and obtained an honorable discharge at its terrnination. He 

afterwards settled in .Andover, near a pond still known as 

"Pomp's Pond,'~ where some of his descendants yet iive. 

In this case of emancipation, it appears, instead of " cutting 

,his 111aster"s thl'oat,~' he only slashed the throats of his 

country's enemies. 

Rev. 'Charles Lowell, in a letter to the Boston Courier, 

l\fay 17, 1847, says:, "I wen remember, myself, when I 

was a boy at Andover Acadetny, being often told by an 

intelligent old black man, who sold buns, that my father was 

the friend of the blacks, and the cause of their being freed~ 

or something to that effect, and that I often had a bun or 

two extra on that account. I n1ay further state, I.hat in 

October, 1773, an action was brought against Richard 

Greenleaf, of Newburyport, by Cresar Hendrick ,a colored 

man, whom he claimed as his slave, for holding him in 

bondage. He laid the damages at fifty pounds. The 

counsel for the plaintiff, in whose favror the jury brought in 

their verdict, and awarded hitn eighteen pounds, damages 

and costs, was John Lowell, Esq.,afterwards Judge Lowell."* 

From the archives in the State Hous~, I have gleaned 

many petitions and resolves of Revolutionary times, on 

questions' concerning the rights of Ivlassachusetts colored 

citizens, some of which I have deemed of sufficient histor

ical value to be recorded in this volulne. 

• Coffin's History of Newbury, p. 339. ' 

., 
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, 

LEGISLATIVE' ACTION TO REDEEl\I TWO SLAVES. 

I find the following Resolution on the records of the 

, I-Iouse of Representatives, Sept. 13, 1776. The Council 

concurred~ Sept. 16, 1776: . 
• 

'Vhercns, this House is cr;::dibly informed that two negro men, 

lately brought into this State as prisoners taken 011 the high seas, 

are:advcrtisecl to be sold at Salem, the 17th inst., by public auction,-

Resolved, Thnt the selling and enslaving the human species is a 

direct violation of the natural rights alike vested in ull men ,by their 

Creator, and utterly inconsistent with the avowed principles on 

whiCh this and the other United States have cnrried their struggles 
• 

on for liberty, even to the last appeal ;" and therefore, that all persons 

concernecl with the said negroes be, and they hereby 3.re, forbidden 
• 

to seU them, or in. any manner to trea.t them otherway than is al-
, 

ready ordered for the treatment of prisoners of war taken in the 

same vessel, or others in the like employ, an.d if any sale of the said 

negroes shall· be made, it hereby is declared null and void. 

. 

, 

AN ACT 'FOR PREVENTING THE PRACTICE OF lIOLDING PER-
• 

SONS AS SLAVES . A. D. 1777 • 
• 

"\Yhereas, the practice of holding Africans :mcl the children bom 

of them, or any other persons, in slavery, is unjustifiable in a civil 

government, at a time when they arc asserting their natural frBe

dom.; wherefore, for l)rcvcnting such a practice for the future, and 

establishing to evm:y person residing within the State the invaluable 

blessing of liberty, .-

,Be it ennctecl, by the Council and IIouse of Representatives, in 
General Corut assembled, ancl by the authority of the same, = That 

• •• 

, 
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• 

nil persons, whetllCr blark or other complexion~ above 21 years of 

nge, now held in slavery, shall, from and after the, . day of, , next, 

be free from any subjection to any masier or mistress, who hln"'e 

claimed their servitude by right of purchase, heirship, free gift or 

otherwise, and they arc hereby entitled to all the freedom, rights, 

privileges and immunities that do, or ought to of right, belong to 

any of the subjects of this State, any usage or custom to the con

trary nOh"vithstanding. 

And be it enacted, by the authori~y aforesaid, that all written . 

deeds, bnrgainss sales or conveyan.ces, or contracts, without Writiilg, 

whatsoYer, for eonveying or transferring any property in any person, 

or to the service nnd.labor of any person whatsoever, of more than 

twenty-on.e years of age, to a third person, except by order of some 

court of record for some crime that has been9 or hereafter shall be, 

made, or by their own voluntary contract for a term not exceeding 

seven years, shall be and hereby arc declared null and void. 

And, whereas, divers persons now have in their service negroes, 

mulattoes, or others who have been deemed their slaves or property, 

and who nrc now incapable of earning their living by reason of age 

or infirmities, and may be desirous of continuing in the service of 

their masters or mistresses, ., be it therefore enacted, by the authori

ty nforesaid, that whatever negro or lllulatto, who shall be desirous 

of continuing in the service of his master or mistress, and shall yol-
• 

untaruy declarE:l the same before two justices of the county in which 

said muster or mistress resides1 shall haye a right to continue in the 

service, and to a maintenance from their master or mistress, and. if 

they are incapable of eanling their living, shall be supported by the 

said mnstcr or mistress, or their heirs, during the li .... es of said ser

vants, any thing in this act to the contrary n.otwithstanding. 

Proyided, nevertheless, that nothing in this act shall be under

stood to prevent any master of a yessel or other person from bringing 

into this State any persons, not Africans, from any other part of the 

• 
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world, except the U llited States of .A merica., and selling their service 

for a teX:1ll of time not exceeding five years, if 21 years of age, or, 

if under 21, not exceecling the time when he or sh~ 80 brought into 

the Stftte tihall be 26 years of nge, to pay for and in consideration of 

the transportation and other charges said master of vessel or other 

person may have been at, agreeable to contrncts made with the per

sons so transported, or their parents or guardians in their behalf, 

before they are brought from their ow:r~ country. 

Ordered to lie until second session of the General Court. * 

. 

, 

SECOND PETITION OF MASSACHUSETTS SLAVES. 

The petition of a great number of negroes, who are detained in a 
• 

state of slavery in the very bowels of a free and Christian country, 

humbly showing, . 

That your petitioners apprehend that they have, in common with 

all othcl' men, a natural and inalienable right to that freedom, which 

the 'great Parent of th~ nniYcrse hath bestowed equally on all man

kiud) and whichthcy hayc never forfeited by any compact or agree

lnent whatcyer. But they were unjustly dragged by the cruel hand 

of 1) ower from their dearest friends, and some of them even torn 

from the embraces of th~ir tender parents, frOIn a populous, 

pleasant and plentiful country, and in violation of the laws of na

ture and of nations, and in defiance of all the tcnder feelings of hu

manity, brought hither to be soIcl like beasts of burthcn, and, like 

them, condemned to sla.-very for life among a peoplc possessing 

the mild religion of Jesus .- a pcople not insensible of ihe sweets of 

national freedom, nor without a spirit to resent the unjust ende:wors 

of others to reduce them to a state.Df bondage and subjection. 

Your IIonors need not to be informed that a life of slavery like 

• Vol. Yll. Re'folutionary Resolves. 

, 

-
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that of Y01U' petitioners, depriveu of eyery social privilege, of eyery 

thing requisite to render life eYen tolerable, is far worse than n011-

existence. 

In imitation of the laudable example of the good people of these 

States, your petitioners have long and patien.tly 'waited the event of 

petition after petition, by tr .. em presented to the legislative body of 

this State, and cannot but with grief reflect that their success has 

been but too similar. 

They cannot but express their astonishment that it has neyer 

been considered, that every principle from ,vhich America has acted, 

in the course of her unhappy difficulties with Great Britain, bears 

stronger than a thousand arguments in favor of YOllrhumble peti-
• 

tioners. They therefore humbly beseech Your Honors to give their 

. l)etition its due ,yeight and consideration, and cause an act of the 

legislature to be passed, "whereby they may be restored to the en-: 

joynlcnt of that freedom, "which is the natural right of all men, and 

their children (who were born in this land of liberty) may not be 
• 

held as f:!laves after they arrive at the age of t,Yenty-one years. So 

may the inhabitants of this State (no longer chargeable with the 

inconsistency of acting themselYcs the part which they condemn 

and oppose in others) be prospered· in their glorious struggles for 

liberty, and haye those blessings seemed to them by Heaven, of 

which benevolent minds cannot wish to deprive their fellow-men. 

And your petitioners, as in duty bOUlld, shall eyer pray: -

LA~CA..STER lIILL, 

PETER BESS, 

BRISTER SI.E~l?E~{, 

PRINCE IL\"LL, 
.-

JACK PIERl)ONT, [his X mnrk.1 

:KEnO FUNELO, [his X mark.] 

NE"'tYPORT SU~INEH, [his X mark.] 

• 

• 
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In 1"'/78, Lieut. TROi\T AS KENCH presented a petition to 
~ 

the Legislature, asking for the appointme-nt of a colored 

regiment. The Legislature responded thus : .. 5. 

STATE OF ~:IASSACn::l.'SETTS BAY ~ 

The Committee of both Houses upon the letter of THOMAS 

KE!\'CH, ,yith other papers accompanying it, have attended to tha.t 
-

service, and report _. 

That there be one reginlent of volunteers raised, as soon as possi

ble, to serve during the ,Yar, to consist of the same nurnber of 
• , 

officerfi and privates as those of a continental regiment;· " That one 

sergeant in each company, and every higher officer in said regiment! 

shall be white 1nen, and that all the other sergeants, inferior offi.cers 

and privates shall be negroes, mulattoes, or Indhms. .. 

At a later date, Lieut. KENCH addressed ~he following 

letter to the Council:--
• 

To 'the Honorable Cou,neil: 

, , 

The letter I wrote before I heard of the disturbance with Col. 

Seaver, ~Ir. Spear, and a number of other gentlemen, concerning 

the freedom of negroes, in Congress street. It is a pity that riots 

should be committed on the occasion, as it is justified that neg~oes 

should have their freedom, und none among us be· held as. slaves, 

as freedom and liberty is the grand controversy that we are·contend-
• 

ing for, and I trust, u11(.ler the smiles of Divine Providence, .we·shall 

obtain it, if all our minds can be united; and putting the· neg;roes 

into the service ",ill prevent much uneasiness,. and give moro·satis

faction to those that are offended at the thoughts of their servants 

being free. • 

I will not enlarge, for fear I should. give offence, but subscribe 

myself, Your faithf.ul servant, 

CASTLE ISLA.ND, April 7, 1778. T.HO}IAS K .ENCH • 
• 

5 
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FOItl'IATION OF A COLORED REGIMENT IN RHODE ISLAND. 

STATE Olt TbroDE ISLA!'iD AXD PnOYIDENCE PL..1.NTATIOSS, I!'i GEN-
• 

E:i£AL ASSElIBLY. February Session, 1778. 

'Vhercas, for the preservation of the rights and liberties of the 

United States,)t is necessary that the whole power of Government 

should be exerted in recruiting the Continental battalions; and, 

't, whereas, llis Excellency, General 'Vashington, hath inclosed to 

this State a proposal made to him by Brigadier General Varnum, to 

enlist into the two battalions raising by tIlls State such slaves, as -

should be willing to enter into the service; and, whereas, history 

affords us frequent precedents of the wisest, the freest and bravest 

nations having liberated their slaves and enlisted them as soldi.ers 

to fight in defence of their country; and also, whereas, the enemy 

have, with great force, taken possession of the capital and of a great 

part of this State, and this State is obliged to raise a. very consider-
• 

able number of troops for its own immediate defence, whereby it is 

ill a manner rendered impossible for this State to furnish recruits 

for the said two battalions without adopting the said measures so 

recommended, -

It is Voted and Resolved, That every able-bodied negro, mulatto, 

or Indian man-slave in this State may enlist into either of the said 

two battalions, to serve during the continuance of the present war 

with Great Britain; That every slaye so enlisting shall be entitled 
'. 

to and receive all the bounties, wages and encouragem~nts allowed 

by the Continental Congress to any soldiers enlisting into this 
• serv'we. 

It is fm'ther Voted and Resolved, frhat every slave so enlisting 

shall, upon his passing muster by Col. Christopher Greene, be im

mediately discharged from the service of his master or mistress, and 

be absolutely free, as though he had never been incumbered with 

any kind of senitude or slavery. And in case such slave shall, by 

sickness or otherwise, be rendered unable to maintain hinlself, he 

• 
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• 

shall not be chargeable to his master or '1ni5tr.css, but 5hall be sup

ported at the expense of the State. 

And, whel'eas, slaves ha'\"e been by the laW's deemed the property 

of their owners, and therefore compensation ought to be Inade to the 

owners for the loss of their senice,' , 

It is further Voted and Resolved, That there be allowed and paid 
• 

by this State to the owners, for ever,y such slave so enlisting, a 
sum according to his worth, at a price not exceeding one hundred 

• 

and twenty pounds for the most valuable slave, and in proportion 

for a slave of less value,- provided the owner of said slave shaH de

liver up to the officer who shall enlist him the clothes of the said 

slave, or otherwise he shall not be entitled to said sum. 
• 

And for settling and ascertaining the value of such slaves,-
• 

It is further Voted and Resolved, That a committee of five shall be 

appointed, to wit, one from each county, any three· of whom to be 

a quorum, ' to examine the sl:LYes who shall be so enlisted, after 

they shall. have passed mnster, and to set a price upon each slave, 

according to his value as aforesaid. 

It is furth ""r Voted and Resolved, That upon any able-bodied negro, 

muhltto or Indian slave enlisting as aforesaid t the officer who shull 

so enlist him, after he has passed muster as aforesaid, shall deliver a. 
• 

certificate thereof to the master or mistress of said negro, mulatto, 
• 

or Indian slave) which shall discharge him from the service of Baid 

master or mistress. 

It is further Voted and Resolved, 'J'hD.t the committee who shall es

timate the value of the slave aforesaid, shall give 8. certificate of the 

sum at which he may be valued to the owner of said slave, and the 

general treasurer of this State is h.ereby empowered and directed to 

give unto the owner of said slave his promissory note for the sum 

of money at which he shall be valued as aforesaid, payable on de

mand, with interest, which shall be paid with the Inoney from 

Congress. 

A true copy, examined, HENRY "VARD, Sec'y. 

• 

• 
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In 1782, a female slave named BEr .. INDA .p~St~nf{~d a" 

, ' , 

petition to the Legislature~ in which she says: ",,~ '.lt~,th\mgh ,'," 
," '. ' '" ,.' , " . , .. ," . . . , 

I have been Servant to a Colonel forty years,.-' m'}',)~~~ors :.: 
• '. . . 

, " 

have not procured me any comfort. I have not yet (;njC;J~ed 
, 

, ' 

the benefits or creation. With my poor daughter, I fear I 
, 

shall pa~:!>; the remainder of Illy days in slavery and miseryr . 
• 

For het and myself, I beg freedom." * 
, 

• 

, 
, 

, 

, 

MU}f BETT. 
, 

, ' 

, , . , 
, . 

. , 

I e:xtract the following account of this remarkable \V61nail 

fror'iD' an Address delivered in Stockbridge, Mass., February, 
, 
, . . 

18fil, by THEODORE SEDGWICK~ Esq., a son of Judge Sedg .. 
, 

wi6k~who had the honor of judicially pronouncing the doom 

of slavery in l\Iassachusetts, ,under her Bill of Rights:-

" \Ve have arrived, by imperceptible degrees, to a point 

of elevation from which we look down and around, with a 
• 

sense of superiority, as if the height had been attained by 

our unaj~J.ed efforts, and without rernembering or regarding 
, 

the means whereby we ascenued. We despise the abject 

African, because he does not at once leap up to the ascent 

upon which we have been placed by circumstances, which 

we could no more control than he could have controlled his 

destiny. 

"\Ve should look at the subject in a different aspect. 

'Ve should make all. allowances for the different condition 

of the Africans and ourselves; rrive them credit for what 
, T' . -

• American :Museum Collection. 

, 

• 

, , 
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they have done, and not reproach them, for not doing what 

they had no means of doing. They have the satne prinei .. 

pIe of buoyancy with ourselves, a!ld the, instant that the 

weight which depresses their level in sO(~;~.;;!.j is taken off, 
, ' 

they 'will rise and occupy the space which )~~ feft vacant for 

them. 
, 

" 

" Such has been my acquaintance with individuals of this 

:' race, that I regard the pretence of original and natural supe .. 
, , 
, 

, ' riority in the whites, very much as I regard the tales of - , 

,': ancient fables, setting forth the superior, bodily strength of, " ' 
• • •• , ' 

, , . ,. . . 

: heroes. But for the care of one of this calumniated race~:C 
• , , , 

", 

'"y!hould not now, prob~~bly, be living to give this testim.ony. 

" A very slight sketch of the history of the person to whom 
, 

.', I refer may serve to:Hlustrate this argument. Elizabeth 
, , 
, 

, 

Freeman (known aftef'~vards by the name of ~fum Bett) 

was born a slave, and Hved in that condition thirty or forty 

years. She first lived 1n Claverac, Columbia county, in the 

State of New York, in :he fhmily of a 1\1r. Hogeboom. She 

'vas purchased at an early age by Col. Ashley~ of Sheffield, 

in the county of Berkshire, in the now Commonwealth of 

1\-Iassachusetts. In bo{h these States, and I believe every 

where in the Northern States, slavery existed in a very 

lnitigated form. 'I'his is not so much to be ascribed to the 

superior humanity of the people, as to the circumstances of 

the case. The slaves were eomparatil'ely few. Society, 

except, {>erhaps, in tho capitals, was in a state nearly primi

tive. The slaves were precluded from the table in but few 

families. Their masters and rnistresses wrought with the 

5· 

, 
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i 

slaves. . A great degree of familiarity necessarily resulted 

from this mode of life. Slavery in New York and New 

Engiand was so lnarked, that but a slight difference could 

be perceived in the condition of slaves and hired servants. 

'rhe characte, of the slaves was moulded accordingly. 

Sales were very rare. The same feeling which induces a 
01 

father to retain a child in his fa l1'1 il v , or at least under his ., 

control, disinclined him ftom parting with his slave. There 

was little distinction of rank in the country. The youngBr 

.". slaves not only ate and dr'ank, but played ,Ylth the children. 

They thus became familiar companions with each other. 

1'he black women were cooks and nurses, and, as such, as

,. sisted by their mistresses. There was no great difference 

between the fare or clothing of black and white laborers. 

H In this state of familiar intercourse, instances of cruelty 

were uncommon, and the minds of the slaves were not so 

much subdued but that they caused a degree of indignation 

not much less than if committed upon a freeman . 
• 

" Under this condition of society, while l\fnm Bett resided 

in the family of' Col. Ashley, she received a severe wound 

in a generous attempt to shield her sister. Her mistress, in 

a fit of passion, resorted to a degree and mode of violence 

ycry uncommon in this country! she struck at the weak and 
• 

timid girl with a heated l~itchen shovel; l\1mTI Bett interposed 

her urm, and received the blow; and she bore the honorable 

scar it left to the day of her death. The spirit 0; Murn Bett 

had not been broken dOVln by ill usage she resented the 

insult and outrage as a white person would have done. She 

• 
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left the house, and neither commands nor entreaties could 
" 

induce her to return. Her master, Col. Ashley, resorted to 

the law to regain possession of his slave. This was shortly 

after the adoption of the Constitution of )\1assachu~tts. The 

case was tried at Oreat Barrington. :Mmn Bett was de .. 
, 

elared free; it being" I believe, the first instance or among 

tha first instances of ihe practical application of the declar

ation in the lVIassachusetts Bill of Rights, that 'all men 

are born free and equal.' 

"'rhe late Judge Sedgwick had the principal agency in 

her deliverance. She attached herself to his family as a 
, 

servant. In that station she remained for many years, and 

was never entirely disconnected frotn his family. 

"She was married when young; her husband died soon 

after, in the c-ontinental service of the Revolutionary \Var, 

leaving her with one child. During the residue of her life, 

she remained a widow. She died in December, 1829, at a. 
• 

very advanced age. She supposed herself to be nearly a. 

hundred years old. 
, 

" If there could be a practical refutation of the imagined 

natural superiority of our race to hers, the life and character 

of this woman would afford that refutation. She knew her 

station, and perfectly observed its decorum; yet she had 

nothing of the submissive or the subdued character, which 

succumps to superiur force, and is the usual result of the 

state of slavery. On the contrary, without ever claiming 

superiority, she uniformly, in every case, obtained an ascen

dency over all those with whom she was associated in 

, 

, 
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service. Her spirit of fidelity to her employers was such as 

has never been surpassed. This was exemplified in her 

whole life. I can convey an idea of it ol}ly by the relation 

of a single incident. . 

" The house of ~Ir. Sedgwick, in this town, Stockbridge, 

was attacked by a body of insurgents, during the Shay's 

war, so well remembered in this vicinity. I\fr. Sedgwick 

was then absent in Boston, and Mum Bett was the only 

guardian of the house. She assured the party that Mr . 
• 

Sedgwiek was absent, but suffered them to search the house 

to find him, \"'hich they did, by feelin.g under the beds and 

other places of concealment, with the points of their bayo-
-' 

nets. She did not attempt to resist, bY9irect force, the 
• 

rifling of property, which was one of the objects of the 

insurgents. She, however, assumed a degree of .. authority; 

told the plunderers that they 'dare not strike a woman,' 

and attended them in their exploring the house, to prevent 

wanton destruction. She escorted them into the cellar with 

ru large kitchen shovel in her hand., which she intimated that 

she would use in case of necessity. One of the party broke 

off the neck of a bottle of porter. She told him that if he or 

his companions desired to drink porter, she wOklld fetch a 

corkscrew, and draw a cork, anfl they might drink like gen

tlemen; but that, if the neck of another bottle should be 

broken, she would lay the man that broke it flat with her 

shovel. Upon tasting the liquor, the party decided that 
• 

, if gentlemen loved such cursed bitter stuff, they might 

keep it.' 

•• 

• 
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!. 'U nderstanding, from the conversation of the party, that 

they intended to take with them, in their retreat, a very fine 

gray mare that was in the' stable, which she had been in the 

habit of riding, she left the house and went directly to the 

stable. Before the ri()ters were apprised of her intention, 

she led the animal to 1l. gate that opened upon the street, 

stripped off the halter, and, by a blow with it, incited the 

mare to a degree of speed that soon put her out of danger 

from the pursuit of the marauders. 

"Even in her humble station, she had, when occasion 
• 

required it, an air of cotnmand which conferred a degree of 

dignity, and gave her an ascendencyover those of her rank, 

which is very unusual in persons of any rank or color. Her 

determined and resolute character, which enabled her to 

limit the ravages of a Shay's lnob, was manifested in her con

duct and deportment during her whole life. She claimed no 
, 

distinction; but it was yielded to her from· her superlo"r 

experience, energy, skill, and sagacity. In her sphere, she 

had no superior,nor any equal. In the latter part of her. 

life, she was much employed as a nurse. I-Iere she had no 

competitor. I belicye she never lost a child, when she had 
" 

the care of its mother, at its birth. "\Vhen a child, wailing 

in the arms of its tJlother, heard her ~"teps on the stairway, 

or approaching the dool", it ceased to cry. 

"This woman, by her extreme industry and economy, 

supported a large family of grand-children and great-grand

children. She could neither read nor write; yet her con

versation was instructive, and her society was much sought. 
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She received many visits at her own hous~, and very fre

quently received and accepted invitations to pass consider .. 

hIe intervals of time in the families of her friends. Her 

death, notwithstanding her great age, was deeply lamented. 

"Having known this woman as familiarly as I knew 

either of my parents, I cannot believe in the moral or physi

cal inferiority of the race to which she belonged. The 

degradation of the African must have been otherwise caused . 

than by natural inferiority. Civilization has made slow 

progress in every portion of the earth; where it has made 

progress, it proceeds in an accelerated ratio/' 

In 1795, Judge Tucker, of Virginia, propounded to Rev .. 

Dr. Belknap, of l\iassachusetts, eleven queries respecting 

the slavery and emancipation of negroes in 1\fassachusetts, 

which were answered by Dr. Belknap in a very intelligent 

manner. 1fhe queries and replies may be found in the 
• 

fourth volume of the Collections of the Massachusetts His-

torical Society. In one of his letters, Dr. Belknap says:· 's 

" 'rhe present Constitution of Massachusetts was established 

in 1780. The first article of the Declaration of Rights 

asserts that 'all men are born free and equal.' This' was 

inserted not merely as a rno_ral or political truth, but with a 

particular view to establish the liberation of the negroes on 

a general principle, and so it was understood by the people 
• 

at large: but some doubted whether this was sufficient. 

Many of the blacks, taking advant.age of the p~blic opinion 

an-d of this general assertion in the Bill of Rights, asked 

• • 
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their freedom and obtained it. Others took it without leave. 

In 1781, at the Court in \Vorcester County, ,an indictment 
• 

was found against a white man for assaulting, beating and 

iOlprisolling a black. He was tried at the Supreme JudiciaL 

Court in 1783. His defence was that the black Walker 

was his slave, and that the beating, &c., was the necessary 

restraint and correction by the master. ' 

" The judges and jury \vere of opinion that he had no right 

to beat or' imprison him. He was found guilty, and fined 
, 

forty shillings. This decision was a mortal wound to slave. 
, 

ry in l\Iassachusetts." ; 

There is no specific record of the abolition of slavery in 

Massachusetts; and, of course, different versions are given 
• 

concerning it. John Quincy Adams, in reply to a question 

put by J. C. Spencer, sta.ted that· ,It a note had been given 
, 

for the price of a slave in 1787. l"his note was sued, and 
, 

the Court ruled that the maker had received no consideration, 

as man could not be sold. From that time forward, slavery 

died in the Old Bay State." 

I find, in Dr. Belknap's letters, the following account of 

an early kidnapping enterprise in the city of Boston. The 
• 

kidnappers were not so successful ~s others of a more 

recent date,~ since they do not seem to have had the State 
• •• 

authorities on their siut:. "In the month of February, 

1788," says Dr. Belknap, r.r. just after the aduption of 
• 

the present Federal Constitution by the Convention of 

Massachusetts, a most flagrant violation of the laws of so· 
-

• 
, 

, 

• 

, 



60 COLORED PATRIOTS OF THE 

ciety and humanity was perpetrated in Boston, by one 

Avery, of Connecticut. By the assistance of another infa

lnous fellow, he decoyed three unsuspecting black men on 

board a vessel, which he had chartered, and sent them 

down into the hold to work. 'Vhilst they were there em

ployed, the vessel came to sail and went to sea, having been 

previously cleared out for Martinice. • 

"As. soon as this infamous transaction was known, Gov-
• 

ernor Hancock and M. L. Etombe, the French consul, wrote 

letters to the governors of all the islands in the ,"Vest Indies, 

in favor of the decoyed blacks. The public indignation be

ing greatly e~cited against the actors in this affair, and 

against others who had been concerned in the traffic of 

slaves, it was thought proper to take advantage of the fer

ment, and bring good out of evil. 

"The three blacks who were decoyed were offered for 

sale at the Danish island of St. Barthololuew. They told 

their story publicly, .which coming to the ears of the gov

ernor, he prevented the sale. A }'fr. Atherton, of the 
• 

island, generously became bound for their good behavior 

for six months, in which time letters came, informing of 
• 

their case, and they were permitted to return. 

" They arrived in Boston on the 20th of July following; 

and it was a day of jubilee, not only among their country

men, but among all the friends of justice and humanity." 

• 
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Extrnct frOlll n. charge delivered to .the Africt\~ Lodge, June :Hth, 

1797, nt ~fcuotomy, (now 'Vest Cambridge,) ~Iuss., by the 

Right '" orshipful PIU:SCE H.U.L. 

" Beloved Brethren 0 . the A rlcan Lodge: 

" It is now five years since I delivered a charge to you on 

. some parts and points of masonry. As on~ branch m' su ... 

pm'structure of the foundation, I endeavurecl to show you 

the duty of a mason to a nlaSOll, and of charity and love to all 

mankind, as the work and image of the great God and the 

Father of the human race. I shall now attempt to show you 

that it is our duty to sympathise \vith our fellow-men under 

their troubles, and with the fmnilies of Ollr brethren who are· 
• 

-

gone, we hope, to the Grand Lodge above. 
• 

"""Ve are to have sympathy," said he, " but this, after 

all, is not to be confined to parties or colors, nor to towns or 

states, nor to n kingdom, but to the kingdoms of the whole 

earth, over ,whonl Christ the King is hea.d and grand mas

ter for all in distress. 

" Among these numerous sons and daughters of distress, 

let us see our friends and brethren; and first let us see them 

dragged from their native country, by the iron hand of ty-
• 

ranny and oppression, from their dear friends and connec

tions, with weeping eyes and aching hearts, to a strange land, 

and among a strange people, whose tender mercies are cru

el, ' and there to bear the iron yoke of slavery and cruelty, 

till death, as a friend, shall relieve them. And must not 
• 

• 

the unhappy condition of these, our fellow-men, draw fortl) 

6 ." 

• 

• 
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our hearty prayers and wishes for their deliverance from 
, 

those merchants and lrnders,~whose chul'acters you have de .. 

scribed in Revelations xviii. 11 ·13? And who 1{nows but 
• • 

these same sort of traders may, in a short time, in like mao-

ner bewail the loss of the African traffic, to their shame 

and confusion? The day dawns now in some of the West 

India Islands. G·od can' and will change their condition and 

their hOI11'ts, too, and let Boston and the world linD\\, that He 

hath no respect of persons~ and that that bulwark of envy, 

pride, seQl'n and contempt, which is so visible in some, shall 

full. 

"Jethro, an Ethiopian, gave instructions to his son-in

law, lVloses, in establishing government. Exodus xviii. 22-

24. Thus, IVloses was not ashamed to be instructed by a 
• 

black man. Philip was not ashamed to take a seat beside 

the Ethiopian Eunuch, and to instruct hiln in the gospel. 

The Grand l\laster Solomon was not ashamed to hold con

ference with the Queen of Sheba. OUf Grund l'vlaster Sol

omon did not divide the living child, whatever he might do 

with the dead one; neither did he pretend to nluke a law 

to forbid the parties from having free intercourse with one 

another, without the fear of cenSU1'e, or be turned out of 

the synagogue. 

H. Now, Illy brethren, nothing is stable; all things are 

changeable. Let us seek those things which are sure and 
-

steadfast, and let us pray God that, while we remain here, 

he' would give us the grace of patience, and strength to bear 

up under all our troubles, which, at this day, God knows, we 

• 

• 
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have our share of. Patience, I say; for were we not possessed 

of a great measure of it, we could not bear'up under the 

daily insults we meet wiih in the streets of Boston, much 

tnore on public days of recreation. lIow, at such times, 

nre we shamefully abused, and that to such n oegree, that 

we nlay truly be said to carry our lives in our hands, and 

the arrows of death are flying about our heads. IIeiplcss 

women have theil' clothes torn from their backs. . . . And 

by whom are these disgraceful and abusive actions com

mitted? Not by the men born and bred in Boston" ' they 

are better bred; hut by a mob or horde of shameless, 
, 

low-lived, envious, spiteful persons, " some of them, not 

long since, servants in gentlemen's liitchens, scoudng 
, 

knives, horse-tenders, chaise-drivers. I W8J) told by a gen-

tleman who saw the filthy behavior in the Common, that, in 
, 

all places' he had been in, he never saw so cruel behavior 

in aU his life; . and that a slave in the 'Vest Indies, on Sun .. 

days, or holidays, enjoys himself and friends without moles

tation. Not only this luan, but many in town, who have 

seen their behavior to us, and that, without provocation, 
• 

twenty 01' thirty cowards have fallen upon one 111tUl. (0, 
, 

the patience of the blacks! 'T is not for want of courage in 

you, for they know that they do not face you man for man; 

but in n Inob, which we despise, and would rather sufter 
~ 

wrong than to do wrong, to the disturbance of the commu-

• 

, 

nity, ano the disgrace of OUi" reputation; for evcl'y good cit- -

izcn doth honor to the laws of the State where he resides. 

" l\1y brethren, let us not be cast down under these and 
, 

, 

• 
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many other abuses we at present are laboring under, for 

the darkest hour is just before the break of day. ~1y breth

ren, let us remember what. a dark day it was with our Afri

can brethren, six years ago, in the' French \Vest Indies. 

Nothing but the snap of the whip was heard, from morning 
• 

to evening. I-langing, breaking on the wheel, burning, and 

all manner of tortures, were inflicted on those unhappy peo

ple. But, blessed be God, the scene is changed. They 
-

now confess that God hath no respect of persons, and, 
• 

therefore, receive them as their friends, a.nd treat thcrn as 

bl'others. Thus doth Ethiopia stretch forth her hand from 

slavery, to freedom and equality." • 

About this tirl1e, the celebrated Prince Sanders 'wa~ teach. 

ing in Boston. He subsequently prepared a compilation of 

Ha,ytien documents, and presented, Deeember 11, 1818, to 

the American Convention, a memorial for the abolition of 
-

slavery, and improving the condition of the African race., 

• • 

P II ILL I S ,\\T II E A. T L Y • 

• 

PHILLIS -VVHEATLY was n native of Africa, and was 

brought to this country in the year 1761, and sold as a 

slave. She wns purchased by NIr. John \Vheatly, a re

spectable citizen of Boston. rrhis gentleman, ut the time 
• 

of the purchase, was already the owner of several slaves; 

but the females in his possession were getting something 
• 

bcyoull the active periods of life, and ~irs. vVheutly wished 

to obtain a YOUllg negress, with the view of training her up 

• 
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under her own eye, that she might, by gentle usage, secure 

to herself a faithful domestic in her old age. She visited 

the slave-rnad{et, that she might make a personal selection 

frOln the group of unfortunates for sale. There she found 

several robust, healthy females, exhibited at the same time 

with Phillis, who was. of a slender frame, and evidently suf

fering from change of climate. She was, however, the 

choice of the lady, who acknowledged herself influenced to 
• 

this decision by the humble and modest derneanor, and the 
• 

interesting feahtres, of the little stranger. 

'fhe poor, nakttd child for she had no other covel'ing 

than a quantity of dirty carpet about her, like a " fillibeg" 

was· taken home in the chaise of her mistress, and comfor

tably attired. She is supposed to have been about seven 

years old, at this time, from the circumstance of shedding 
• 

her front teeth. She soon gave indications of uncommon 
• 

intelligence., and w'us frequently seen endeavoring to make 

letters upon the wall with a piece of chalk or charcoal. 

A daughter of 1\I1's. vVheatly, not long after the child's 

first introduction to the family, undertook to learn her to 

read and write; and, while she astonished her instructress 

by her rapid progress, she won the goodawill of her kind 

rnistress by her amiable disposition and the propriety of her 

behavior. She was not devoted to lllenial occupations, as 
• 

was at first intended; nor was she allowed to associate with 

the other domestics of the' family, who were of her own 

color and condition, but was kept constantly about the per

son of her mistress. 

6* 

, 

• 
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She does not seem to have preserved any remembrance 

of the place of her nativity, or of her parents, excepting 

the simple circumstance, that her rnother poured out 'Water 

before the sun at its 'r-ising in reference, no doubt, to an 
, 

ancient African custom. 

'·}\.s Phillis increased, in years, the development of her 
• 

mind realized the promise of her childhood; and she soon 

attracted the attention of the literati of the day, many of 
I 

whOln furnished her with books. 'fhese enabled her to 
• 

make considerable progress in belies-Iettres; but sllch grati-

fication seems only to have increased her. thirst after know]· 
• 

edge, as is the case with most gifted minds, not misled by 

vanity; and ~e soon find her endeavoring to master the 

Latin tongue. 

She was now frequently visited by clergymen, and other 

individuals of high standing in society; but, notwithstanding 

the attention she received, and the distinction with which 
• 

she was treated, she never for a moment lost sight of that 

modest, unassuming demeanor, which first won the heart of 

her mistress in the slave-market. Indeed, we consider the 

strongest proof of her worth to have been the earnest affection 

of this excellent woman, who admitted her.to her own board. . 

Phillis ate of her bread, and drank of her cup, and was to 

her as a tlaughter; for she returned her affection with un

bounded gratitude, and was so devoted to her interests, as 

to have no will in opposition to that of her benefactress. 

In 1770, at the age of sixteen, Phillis was received as a 

member of the church worshipping in the Old South J\1:eet· 

• 

, 
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ing I-Iouse, then under the pastoral charge of the Rev. Dr. 

Sewall. She became an ornament to her profession; for 

she possessed' that meekness of spirit, w'hieh, in the tan

guage of inspiration, is said to be above uU price. She wus 

very gentle-tempered, extremely aHcctionate, and altogether 
, 

free frOln that most despicable foible, which might naturally 

have been her besetting sin, literary vanity. 

The little poem, commencing, 

"'1' 'was mercy brought me from my heathen Innd/' 

will be found to be a beautiful expression of her religious 

sentiments, and a noble vindication of the claims of her 
-

race. vVe can hardly suppose anyone, refl.ecting by 
• 

whom it was written ' an African and a slave - to read 

it, without emotions both of regret and admiration. 

Phillis never indulged her muse in any fits of sullenness 

or caprice. She was at an times accessibie. If anyone 

requested her to write upon any particular subject or event, 

she immediately set herself to the task, and produced some· 

thing upon the given theme. '1'hls is probably the reason 

why so many of her pieces are funeral poems, many of 

them, no doubt, being written at the request of friends. 

Still, the variety of her compositions aflol'ds sufficient proof 

of the versatility of her genius. 'Ve find her, at one time, 

occupied in contemplation of an event am~cting the concH· 

tion_ of a whole people, and pouring forth her thoughts in a 

lofty strain. Then the song sinks to the soft tones of syrrl

pathy, in the affliction occasioned by domestic bereavement . 

• 
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• 

Again, we see her seeking inspiration from the sacred vol

ume, or frolu the tomes of heathen lore; now excited by 

the beauties of art, and now hymning the praises of Nature 

to " Nature's God." On one occasion, we notice her a 

girl of but fourteen years recognizing a political event, 

and endeavoring to express the grateful loyalty of subjects 

to their rightful king Po not as one, indeed, who had been 

trained to note the events of nations, by a course of histori

cal studies, but one whose habits, taste and opinions, were 
~ 

peculiarly her own; for in Philiis, we have an exaluple of 
• 

originality of no ordinary character. She was allowed, and 
• 

even encouraged, to foHow the leading of her own genius; 

but nothing was foreed upon her, nothing suggested or 

placed before her as a lure; her literary efforts were alto

gether the natural workings of her own mind. 

There is another circumstance respecting her habits of 

composition which peculiarly claims our attention. She 

did not seelU to have the power of retaining the creations 
• 

of her· own fanty, for a long time, in her own mind~ If, 

during the vigil of a wak.eful night, she amused herself by 

weaving a tale, she knew nothing of it in the morning it 
-- . 

had vanished in the land of dreams. Her kind mistress in-

dulged her with a light, and, in the cold season, with a fire, 

in her apartment, duriqg the -. night. The light was placed 

upon a table at her bedslde, with writing materials, that, if 

any thing occurred to her after she had retired. she might, 

without rising or taking cold, secure the swift-wing fancy 

ere it fleg. 

• 
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By comparil~gthe accounts we have of Phillis's [H\)gress 

with the dates of her earli.est poen1s, we find that she must 

have commenced her career as an authoress as soon as she 

could write a legible hand, and without being acq:Juinted 

with the rules of composition. Indeed, we very mnch doubt 

if she ever had any gramn1atical instruction, or any knowl. 

edge of the structure or idiom of the English language, ex~ 

cept what she imbibed from the perusal of the best English 

".vriters, and from 111ingling in polite circles, where, fortu-
'J 

nately, she was cHcoul'aged to converse freely with the wise 

and the learned. 

·V',.Te gather, from her writings~ that she was acquainted 
i - , 

with astronomy,- ancient and modern geography, and an-
• 

cient history: and that she was well versed in the scriptures 

of the Old and New Testament. She discovered.n decided 

. taste for the stories of I-Ieathen Mythology, and Pope's 1-10-
• 

mer seems .. to have been a great favorite with her . 
• 

• 

Th~reader is already aware of the delicate constitution 

and frail health of Phillis. During the winter of 1773, the 
• 

indications of disease had so much increased, that her 
~ 

physician advised a sea voyage. This was earnestly sec-
• 

onded by her friends; and a son of :JYlr. and J\'frs. 'V~catly,-. 
• • 

being a,bout to lnake a voyage to England, to arrange a 

merGan~ile correspondence, it was settled that Phillis should 
, .' . . . , . . 

accompany -him,' and she accordingly embarked in the sum-
" , . 

• • 
• • 

luel' of the same year .. • 
• • • • 

• • 

She- was at "this time b'ut nineteen years o1d, and was at 
•• • 

• 

the highest -point of her short and brilliant career. It is 

• 

• 
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• 

with emotions of sorrow that we approach the strange and 

splendid scenes which were now about to open upon her

to be succeeded by grief and desolation. 

. Phillis was well received in Engiand, and was presented 

to Lady I-Iuntingdon, Lord Dartmouth, '1\11'. 'Thornton, and 

many other individuals of distinction; but, says our inform

ant, I;~ not all the attention she received, nor all the hOllors 

that were heaped upon her, had the s1ightet~ influence upon 

her temper or deportment. She was still the same single-
• 

hearted, unsophisticated being." 

During her stay in England, her poems were given to the 

world, dedicated to the Countess of Huntingdon, ~nd ernbel

lished with an engraving, which is said to have been a strik

ing representation of the original. It is supposed that one 

of these impressions was forwarded to her lnistress, as soon 

as they were struck off; for a grand niece of -Mrs. "\Vheat]y 

infbrms us that, during the absence of Phillis, she one day 

called upon her relative, who immediately directed her at-
• 

tention to u picture over the fire-place, exclaiming, .~, See! 
• •• 

look at my Phillis! Does she not seem as though she would 

speak to me ? " 

Phillis arrived in; London so late in the season, that the 

great mart of fashion was deserted. She was, therefore, 

urge'nny pressed; by her distinguished friends, to remain 
r-

• 

until the Court returned to S10 James, that she might be 

presented to the young [nona-rch, George Ill. She would 

probably have c.onsented to this arrangemeni, had not let-

1'ers from America informed her of the declining health of 

• 

• 

• 
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her mistress, \vho entreated her to return, that 

once more behold her beloved protege. Phillis 

71 

. 

she miHht 
I:"> 

waited not 

a second bidding, but immediately reembul'ked for that once 

happy home, soon after made desolate by the death of her 

She soon after received an offer of muniage from are .. 

spectable colored man, of Boston. 'fhe. name of this indi

vidual was Peters. He kept a grocery in Court street, nnd 

was a man of handsome person., He wore a wig, carried a 

cane, and quite acted out "the gentleman." In an evil 

hotH:, he was accepted; and, though he was a man of tal-
,. , 

ents and information, . writing with fluency and propriety, 
, 

and, at one period, reading law, - he proved utterly unwor-

thy of the distinguished woman who honored hin1 by her 

alliance.* 

The following letter, written hy General Washington in . 

reply to a communication sent to him by Phillis, will be 

read with the deepest interest. The letter may be found 

in Spark's Life of vVashington. 

CAMBRIDGE, ~rUS8., Feb. 28, 1776. 
}'IIss PHILLIS, . 

• 

Your favor of the 26th of October did not reach my hands till 

the middle of December. Time enough, you will say, to have 

given an answer ere this. Granted. But a variety of impOl'taut 

occurrences, continually interposing to distract the mind and with-
, 

dra w the attention, I hope will apologize for the delay, and plead 

• For thi~ account of PmLLIs 'VHEATLY, I am principally indebted to a compl

lation from the original memoir published by Mr. George W. Light, 1Ul<1 unuerstood 
, 

to han' 1)('011 written by Miss 1\1.1\1. Odell. 

, , 

, 

, 
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my excuse for the seeming, but not real, neglect. I thank Y011 

most sincerely for your polite notice of mc, in the elegant lines you 

enclosed: and, however undeserving I may be of such encomium 

and 1Jnncgyric, the style and lnarmer ex.hibit a strikin!! Tn"oof of 
..t '-" "".. '-" -

vonl' poetical talents; in honor of 'which, und as a tribute justly due 
• • 

to you, I ,,,'ould have published the poem t had I not boen appre-

hensive that} while I only nleant to give the ,,"0r1<1 thiR new 

instance of your genius, I might have incurred the imputation of 

vnnity. This, and nothing else, determined me not to give it place 
• 

in the I)ublic pl"ints. " 

If YOU should ever come to Cambridge, or near henel-quarters, I 
. ~ 

should be happy to see a person so favored by the }Iuses, and to 

whom Nature has been so liberal and beneficent in her dispensa-
• 

tlOllS. 

I am, with grent respect, your obedient, humble servant, 

GEORGE \VASIIINGTON. 
, 

.. 
As a preface to the edition of Miss Wheatly~s poems 

publ ishcd in Boston about 1770, I find this card from the 

pll blisher: "r 

TO TIlE PUBLIC. 

As it has been repeatedly suggested to the publisher, by persons 

who ha.ve seen the manuscript, that numbers would be ready to 
• 

suspect they were not really the writings of PI-lILLIS, he has pro-

cured the following attestation, from the most respectable characters 

in Boston, that none Inighi have the least ground for disputing their 
• 

Origina.l. 
• 

'Vo whose N amos nre under-written, do assure the ",\V orid, that 

the Poems specifiecl ill the following page were (as we verily 

believe) written by PIULLIS, a young Negro Girl, who was, but t\ 

• 



• 

• 

AMERICA.N REVOLUTION. 73 

few Years since, brought, an uncultivated Barbarian, from Africa, 

and has ever since been, and now Is, under the disac1vilntnge of 

serving as a Slave in a family in this town. She has been examined 

by some of the best judges, and is thought qunlll1ted to write them • 
• 

• Ilis Excellency Tno}u.s HUTCHINSON, Governor, 

The lIon. ANDREW OLIYRR, Lieutenant Governor, 

lIon. Thomas Ifubbard, Rev. Charles Chauncy, 

Hon. John Erving, 

Hon. James Pitts, 

Hon. IIarrison Gray, 

Hon. James Bo,vdoin, 

John Hancock, Esq • 
• 

• 

'. Rev. l\Iather Byles, 

Rev. Ed. Pemberton, 

Ret'. Andrew Elliot, 

Rev. Samuel Cooper, 

Rev. Samuel Mather, 

Rev. John :Moorhead, Joseph Green, Esq. 

Richard Cary, Esq. !vIr. John 'Vheatly, her master. 

, 

PAUL CUFFE. 

PAUL CUFFE'S father was a native of Africa, whence, at 
• 

• 

an early age, he was dragged by the unfeeling hand of 

avarice from his home and connections; torn from the 

parental roof and every thing. in this world that was near 

and dear to him ; transpo.rted ov.er the wide and trackless 

ocean, many thousand miles. from; the land of his birth" to. be 

for ever consigned to rig9r<?uS and cruel bondage: 

" To increase a stranger's treasures, 

O'er. the raging billows.borne." 

He was purchased' as a s1ave by a person named Slocum, 

residing in Massachusetts, one of the United States of North 

America, by, whom. he was· kept in slavery a considerable 
• • • 

7. • , 
• 

• 
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portion of his life; and there is no reason to doubt, had it 

not been for his laudable enterprise, aided by great perse

verance, he would have worn out his life in perpetual bond

age~ and ended his days, like nlany of his degraded and 
• 

unj ustly oppressed fellow-countrymen, under the galling 

yoke of fetters and chains, or the smart inflicted by the whip 

of. the unrelenting driver. Being possessed, however, of a 

mind far superior to his degraded and unhappy condition, 

he was always diligent in his master's business, and proved 
--

himself in numerous instances faithful to his interests; so 

that, by unremitting industry and economy, he was enabled, 

. after a considerable length of time, under the blessing of a 

kind Providence, to procure t.he means for purchasing his 

personal liberty, of which he had been deprived, as already 
-

stated, in very early life. 

According to the custom of the country into which he 

was transported, Cuffe also received the name of Slocum, 

as expressing to whom he belonged; though it appears in 

after life he was l{nown by the name of John Cuffe. Soon 

after the happy period in which Cuffe effected his emanci. 

pation, and succeeded in releasing himself frOin the bonds 

of slavery and unjust oppression, he became acquainted 
• 

with ~Rllth 1\foses, an honorable woman, descended fron1 one 

of the Indian tribes residing in Massachusetts. . 

Cuffe's acquaintance with Ruth Moses ended in their ta-
, 

king each other in marriage; and continuing in his praise

worthy habits of' industry and frugality, he was enabled, 

soon after this occurrence, to purchase a farrn of 100 acres 

-
• 

• 
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Cuffe and Ruth con-
o 

of land, in "\Vestport, l\Iassachusetts. 

tinued to live happily together, and brought up a family of 

ten children . four sons, and six daug!lters. Three of the 

former, David, Jonathan and John, were farmers in the 
'. . 

neighborhood of vVestport, filled respectable stations in soci-

ety, and were endowed with good intellectual capacities . 
• 

They all !narried well, and gave their children a good edu-

cation. 

Cuffe died in 1745, leaving behind him a considerable 

property in land, the fruits of his industry. 

PAUL, the youngest son of Cuffe, and the interesting sub· 

ject of the 'present Inemoir, was born on Cuttel'hunker, one 

of the Elizabeth Islands, near New Bedford, in the year 

1759; so that, ',:hen his father died, he was about fourteen 

years of age, at which time he had learned but litt Ie more 

than the letters of the alphabet. The land which his father 

he.d left behind him proving unproductive, afforded but little 

provision for the nurnerous family; so that the care of sup

porting his mother and sisters devolved jointly upon himself 
o 

and his brothers. Thus he labored under great disadvan-
<:... 

tages, being deprived of the means and opportunity for ac

quiring even the rudiments of a good education. lIe was 

not, however, easily to be discouraged, and found opportuni

ties of improving himself in various ways, and cultivating 

his mind. I-Iaving never received the benefits of an edu<?u

tion, the knowledge he possessed was obtained entirely by 

his own indefatigable exertions, and the little assistance 

which he occasionally received· from persons who were 

• 
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friendly disposed towards him. Aided by these means, he 

soon learned to read and write, and he also attained to a 

considerable proficiency in arithmetic, and skill in naviga-
• 

tion; and we may torm some estimatE; of the natural talent 

with which he was endowed for the speedy reception of 

learning, from the fact that, with the assistance of a friend, 

he acquired such a knowledge of the latter science, in the 

short space of two weeks, as enabled hiln to command the 

vessel, in the voyages which he subsequently made to 

England, to Russia, to Africa, and to the West Indies, as 

well as to several different ports in the southern section of 

the United States. 

It has already been stated that his three brothers were re-
-

spectable farmers in the neighborhood of \Vestpol't. The 

mind of Paul, however, was early inclined to the pursuits of 

commerce. Conceiving that they furnished to industry more 

ample rewards than agriculture, and conscious that he pos

sessed qualities which, under proper culture, would enable 

him to pursue commercial employments with prospects of 
• 

success, he entered, at the age of sixteen, as a common hand, 
• 

on board of a vessel destined to the Bay of Mexico, on a 

whaling expedition. His second voyage was to the 'Vest 

Indies; but on his third, which was during the AmericD.n 
• 

\var, about the year 1776, he was captured by a British 

ship. After three months' det.ention as a pri~oner at New 

York, he ,vas permitted. to return horne to \Vestport, where, 

owing to the unfortunate continuance of hostilities, he spent 

about two years in agricultural pursuits. During this inter-
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val, Paul and his brother, ~Tohn Cufie, \'lere caUed on hy the 
, 

collector of the district in which they resided for the' pay· 
, 

01ent of a personal tax. It appeared to thenl that, by the 

10. ws and the Constitution of l\Jassachusctts, taxation and the 
, 

whole rights of citizenship were united. If the 10. \VS de· 

m,anded of then1 the paynlent of personal taxes, the same 

10. ws must necessarily and constitutionally inves-t thetn with 
, 

the l'ights of representing, and being represented, in the 

State Legislature. But they had never been considered as 

entitled to the privilege of voting at eJections, or of being 

elected to places of trust and honor. Under these circum

stances, they refused to comply. The collector resorted to 

the force of the laws; and aftcr many delays and vexations, 

Paul and his brother deemed it most prudent to silence the, 

suit by payment of the demands, which were only small. 

But they r~solved, if it were possible, to obtain the rights 

which they believed to be connected with taxation. In pur

suance of this resolution, they presented a respcetful petition 

to the State Legislature, which met with a wnrtu and ulmost 

indignant opposition from some in authority. l'1. considera-
• 

ble n1ajority , however, perceiving the propriety and justness 

of the petition, were favorable to the object, and, with an 

honorable magnanituity, in defiance of the prejudice of the 

times, a law was enacted by them, rendering all free persons 

of color liable to taxation, according to the ratio established 

for white lnen, and granting them all the privileges belong

ing to other citizens. This was a day equally honorable to 

the petitioners and to the Legislature; a day in which justice 
7$ 

• 
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and humani~y triumphed over prejudice and oppression ~ 

and a d~y which ought to be gratefully remembel'ed by 

every person of color within the boundaries of IHussachusetts1 

and the 11an1es of John and Paul Cuffo should always be 
01 

united with its l'ecollection. 

Paul, being at this time about twenty years of age, thought 
• 

himself sufficiently skilled to enter into business on his own 

account, und laid before his hi'othel" David a plan for open

ing a commercial intercourse with the State of Connecticut. 

His brother was pleased with the prospect, and they built 

an open boat and proceeded to sea. 

They encountered such numerous and untoward discom

fitures, as would have caused the courage of most persons 

to fail. But Paul's dispositions were not of that yielding na· 

tUl'e.. I-Ie possessed that inflexible spirit of perseverance 

and firmness of mind, which entitleu hin1 to a more suc

cessful issue of his endeavors; and he believed that, while 

.he maintained integrity of heal"t and conduct, he might 

hutnbly hope for the protection of Providence. Under 

these impressions, he prepared for another voyage. In his 

open boat, with a small cargo, he again directed his course 

towards the island of Nantucket. The \veather was favor

able, and he arrived in safety at the destined port, and dis

posed of his little cargo to advantage. The profits of this 

voyage, by strengthening the confidence of his friends,en

abled him further to enlarge his plans, and by a steady per .. 

severance, he was at length enabled, under Divine assist .. 
• 

anee, to overcome obstacles apparently insurn10untable . 

• 

, 
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, 

Having become 111uster of a small covered' vessel, of 

about twelve tons burthen, he hired a person to assist him 

as a seUlnan, and made many advantageous voyages to dif .. 

ferent parts of the State of Connecticut; and, when abou~ 

twenty-five years of age, he rnarried a native of the coun

try, and a descendant of the same tribe to which his mother 

belonged. For some time after his marriage, he attended 

chiefly to his agdcultural concerns; hut frOIn an increase of 

family, he at length deemed it' necessary to pursue his com .. 

nlercial undertakings nlore extensively than he had before 

done. He arranged his afi:1.irs for a new expedition, and 

hired a small hOllse on Westport river, to which he removed 

his family. A vessel of eighteen tons was now procured, 

in which he sailed to the banks of St. George, in quest of 

codfish, and returned h001e with a valuable cargo. This 

in1portant adventure was the foundation of an extensive and 

;profitable fishing establishment fronl 'Vestport river, wh!d1 

',continued for a considerable time, and was the source of an 

:honest and comfortable living to many of the inhabitants of 

,that district. 

At this period, Paul formed a connection with his brother

in .. la"\v, l\1ichuel 'Vainer, who had several sons well qualified 

for the sea service, four of whom, subsequently, laudably 

filled responsible situations as captains and first mates. A 

vessel of twenty-five tons was built, and in two voyages to 
, 

the Straits of BeHisle and Newfoundland, he met with such 

success as enabled him, in conjunction with another person, 
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to build a vessel of forty-two i'ons burthen, in which he made 

several profitable voyages. 

Paul had experienced the many disadvantages of his very 

limited education'S and he resolved, as far as it was practica

ble, to relieve his children frOlTI similar embarrassments. 

'I'he neighborhood had neither a tutor nor a school for the 

instruction of youth, though rnany of the citizens were de-

. sirous that such an institution should be established. About 

1797, Paul proposed convening a rneeting of the inAabi· 

tants, for the purpose of making such ul'rangements as 

should accomplish the 4.~sired object, the grea1. utility and 

necessity of which was undeniable. The collision of opin

ion, however, respecting lnode and place, occasioned the 
, 

n1eeting to separate without arriving at any conclusion. 

Several meetings of the same nature were held, but all were 

alike unsuccessful in their issue. Perceiving that aU ef

forts to procure a union of sentiment were fruitless, Paul, 

by no n1eans disheartened, set himself to work in earnest, 

and had a suitable house built on his own ground, and en-

, tirely at his own expense, which he fl'eely offered for the 

use of the public, without requiring any pecuniary remu

neration, feeling himself fully. compensated in the satisfac

tion he derived in seeing it occupied for so useful and ex

cellent a purpose; and the school was opened to all who 

pleased to send their children. 

flow gratifying to humanity is this anecdote! and who, 

that justly appreciates human character, would not prefer 

Paul Cuffe, the otfspring of an African slave, to the proud-
-

, 
• 

• 
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• 

est statesman that ever dealt out destruction at!longst man", 
• 

kind? 

About this time, Paul proceeded on a whaling voyage to 

the Straits of Bellisle, where he met with four other ves-
-

sels, con1pletely equipped with boats and harpoons, for 

capturing whales. Paul discovered that he had not lnnde 

proper preparations for the business, having only ten hands 

on board, and two boats, one of which was old and almost 

useless. 'Vhen the lnasters of the other vessels discovered 

his situation, they refused to comply with the customary 

practices adopted on such voyages, and refused to mate 

with his crew. In this emergency, Paul resolved to prose

cute his undertaking alone, till, at length, the other masters 

thought it most prudent to accede to the usual practice, a p

prehending his crew, by their ignorance, lnight alarm and 

drive the whales from their reach, and thus defeat the ob

ject of their voyage. During the season, they took seven 

whales. 'rhe circumstances which had taken place roused 

the ambition of Paul and his crew; they were diligent and 

enterprising, and had the honor of killing six of the seven 

whales, two of which fell by Paul's own hands. 
-

1-Ie returned home in due season, heavily freighted with 

oil and bone, and arrived in the autumn of r793, being then 

about his thirty-fourth year~ He went to Phliadelphia to 

dispose of his cargo, and found his pecuniary circumstances 
• 

were by this time in a flourishing train. 'Vhen in Philadel-
-. 

phiu, he purchased iron necessary for boIts, and other work 

suitable for a schooner of sixty or seventy tons, and, soon 

• 
I 

• 
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after his return to \Yestport, the keel for a new vessel was 
• 

laid. In 1795, his schooner, of sixty tons burth<:::n, was 

launched, and called "The Ranger." 

He also possessed two slnall fishing boats; but his money 

was exhausted, nnd the cargo of his new vessel would re .. 

quire a considerable sum beyond his present stock. -lIe 

now sold his two boats, and was enabled to place on board 

his schooner a cargo valued at two thousand dollars; -with 

this he sailed to Norfolk, on the Chesapeake Bay, and there 

learned, that a. very plentiful crop of Indian corn had been 
-

gathered that year on the eastern shore of ~faryland, and 

that he could procure a schooner-load, for a low price, at 

Vienna, on the Nantcoke river. Thither he sailed: hut, on 
---

his arrival, the people were filled with astonishment and 

ajarln. A vessel, owned and conun,anded by a black man, 

and Inanneu with a crew of the same complexion, was un-

precedented and surprising. . 

.1"he white inhabitants were struck with apprehensions of 

the injurious effects which such circumstance would· have 
-~ 

on the minds of their slaves, suspecting that he wished se~ 

cretly to kindle the spirit of r~bellion; and excite 3: destruc-
-

• 

tive revolt among them. Under' th~se notions, several per .. 
• , 

sons associated themselves, for the purpose of preventing 

Paul from entering his vessel or remaining among the~n. 
• • 

• 

On examinatio_n, his papers proved to be correct, and the 
- . 

custom-house officers could not legally refuse the entry of 

his vesseL Paul combined prudence with resolution; al1d., 

on this occasion, conducted himself with candor, fi!Ode~ty., 
~ 
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and firmness; and his crew behaved, not only inoffensively, 

but with a conciliating propriety. In a few days, the inim

ical association vanished,.and the inhabitants treated him 

and his crew with respect, and even kindness. 1\'lany of 

the principal people visited his vessel, and, in consequence 

of the pressing invitation of one of them, Paul dined with 

his family in the town~ 

During the year 1797, after his return home, he pur

chased the house in which his family resided, and the ad .. ' 

joining farm. F'or the latter~ including improvements, he 
• 

paid $3500, and placed it under the management of 

his brother, who, as before stated; was a f~rmer. -
By judicious plans, and diligence in their execution, Paul 

gradually increased his property, one farnl covered a hun

dred acres, and by the integrity and. consistency of his con

duct, he gained the esteem and regard of his fellow-citizens. 

In the year 1800, he was concerned in one-half of the ex .. 

penses of building and equipping a brig of 162 tons burthen. 
, 

One fourth belonged to his brother, and the other fourth was 

owned by persons not related to his family. The brig was 

cOlnn1unded by Thomas 'Vuiner, Paul Cuffe's nephew, 

whose talents and character were perfectly adapted to such 
• • a sltuatlOn. • 

• 

The ship" Alpha," of 268 tons, carpenter's measure, of 

which Paul owned three fourths, wus built in 1806. Of 
• 

this vessel, he ,vas the commander; the rest of the crew 

consisting of seven m0n of color. The Rhip performed a 
• 

e. , 

• 
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voyage, under his command, from .1:'iVilmington to Savannah., 

thence to Gotte,nburg, and thenceto Philadelphia. . , 

After Pa.ul's return, in 1806, the brig" Traveller," of 
• 

109 tons bUl'th~n, was built at vVestport, of one half of 
• 

which he was the owner. After this period, being exten-

sively engaged in his rnercantile and agricultural pursuits, 

he resided at Westport. 
1 

In his person, Paul Cuffe was tall, well-formed, and ath • 
• 

letic; his deportment conciliating, yet dignified and prepos· 

sessing; his countenance blending gravity with modesty and 

sweetness, and firmness with gentleness and humanity; in 

speech and habit, plain and unostentatious. Hif; whole ex· 
• 

terior indicated a man of respectability and piety, and such 

would a stranger have supposed him to be at first view. 

His prudence, strengthened by parental care and example, 

was, no doubt, a safeguard to him in his youth, when ex

posed to the .dissolute company which unavoidably attends 

a seafaring life; whilst the religion of Jesus Christ, influ

encing his mind, under the secret guidance of the Holy 

Spirit of Truth, in silent reflection, added, in ailvancing 

manhood, to the brightness of his character, and instituted 

or confirnled his disposition to practical good. . 

fIe became fuHy convinced of the principles of truth, as 

held by the Society of Friends, and, uniting himself in Inem .. 

bership with them, it pleased the great I-I~md of the Church, 

in whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge, 

who respecteth not the persons of rnen, in his own due time, 

• 
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to entrust hi-m with a gift in the m.inistry, which he frequent-

ly exercised, to the comfort and edificaf.!on of his friends 

and brethren. 

When he was prevented fl'om going abroad, as usual, in 

the pursuit of his business, on account of the rigors of the 
• 

winter, he often devoted a considerable portion of his time in 

teaching navigation to his own sons, and to the young men 

.in the neighborhood in which he resided. And, even on 

his voyages, when opportunities occurred, he employed him-
-

self in imparting a knowledge of this invaluable scienee to 

those under him, so that he had the honor of training up~ 
• 

both amongst the white and colored population, a considera-

ble number of skilful navigators. 

He was careful to maintain a striet integrity and upright .. 

ness in all his transactions in trade, and, believing himself 

10 be accountable to G-od for the rnode of using and acquir

ing his possessions, he was at all times willing, arid conceived 

it to be his bounden duty, as a humble follower of a crucified 

Lord, to sacrifice his private interests, rather than engage in 

any enterprise, however lawful in the eyes of the world, or 

however profitable, that might have a tendency, in the small .. 

est degree, either directly or indirectly, to injure his fellow .. 
• 

n1en. On these grounds, he would not d~ul in intoxicating 

Equors, or in sluves, though he nlight havo done either, 

without violating the laws of his country, and with great 

prospects of pecuniary gain. 

H~ turned his attention to the British settlement at Sierra 

Leone, being induced to believe, from various coltnnunicu-
8 

, 

--
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tions hc had received from Europe and other sources, that 

his endeavors to contribute to its weI fare, and to that of his , 
• 

fellow-men, might not be ineffectual. On examination, he 

found Jlis amlil's were in so prosperous and flourishing a 

state as to \varrant the undcrtaking; an(l, being fully con

vinced that he was called upon to appropriate a portion of 

what he had freelv received· from the hands of an ever ., 

bountiful Providence, to the benefit of his unhapP?J race, he 

embarked, in the commencement of 1811, in his own brig 

"Traveller," manned entirely by persons of color, his 
• 

nephew, Thomas 'Vainer, being the captain. After a pas-

sage of about two months, they arrived at· Sierra Leonu, 

where Paul remained about the same length of time, during 

which interval he made himself acquainted with the real 

state and condition of the colony. !-Ie had frequent conver

sations with. the Governor and pl'incipal inhabitants, during 

which opportunities he suggested several important improve

nlents. Amongst other things, he recommended the forma., 

tion of a society, for the purpose of promoting the interests 
-

of its members and the colonists in general; which measure 
, 

was hnmediutely acceded to and adopted, and the society 

ntlmed, "The Friendly Society of Sierra Leone," com.,. 

posed principally of respectable men of color. 

Paul Cuffe terminatetl his labors and his life, which he 

departed in peace, the 7th of the 9th mo., 1817, being then 

in the fifty-ninth year of his age.* 

• I nm Indebted for this acconnt of PAl.:L Cl.:FFE to the Adllrcsa; of UOY. Peter ·Wl~ 

J.iIiID!cI, dclh'crcd in ~812, l!-~Hl since p~b~i8hc.d ~11 the ~lVC1'P90~ Jlercurv, 
• • 

• 

• 
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Joseph Congdon, Esq., of New Bedford, has kindly ob

tained for me the following valuable documents, bearing on 

PAUl, CUFFE'S exertions in behalf of eq uat suffrage: ' , 

To the JIDw))'((,ble Council and II()ww of ReprcsentatiDes, in Gcncra,l 
, 

Court assembled, for the State of the .;,l[assa.chu,sctts Bay, in 1\"ew 

En,qlaml: 
, 

The pctition of scveral poor negroes and mulattoes, who nrc 

inhahitants of the tOV~'ll of Dartmouth, humbly showeth, -, -

That 'we being chicHy of the Africa.n extrnct, and. by reason of 

long bondage and hard slavery, we have beon deprived of enjoying 

the profits of our labor or the aclvantage of inheriting e~;tate:; from 

our parents, as our neighbors the whitt[} people do, having some of 

u;; not long cnjoyerl (Jur own freedom; yet of lato, contrary to the 
, 

invariable custom and practice of the country! we have been, and 

now arc, taxe(l both in our polls and that small pittance of estate 

which, through much hard labor and industry, we have got 

together to sustain ourselves und families withall. 'Ve apprchend 

it, therefore, to be hard usage, and will doubtless (if continuell.) 

reduce us to a state of beggary, whereby 'we shall become n burthell 

to others, if not timely prevented by the interpm;ition of your justice 

and power. 

Your petitioners further show, thi}t we apprehend ourselv~s to be 

nggricvecl, in that, while we arc not allowed the privilege of free-
t 

m,en of the State, having no vote or influence in the election of those 
.' .--

that taX: us, yet many of our colour (as is '\vell known) haye cheer

full y cntered the field of battle in the defence of the common enu~;e, 
~ 

~ , 

and that (as we conceive) against a similar exertion of ppwer (in 

regard -to taxation), too ....... 011 known to need a rccital in this plnee. 

\Vc mO:5t humhly l'cque~t, therefore, that you would take our 
• 

unhappy cnf;e into your gerious consideration, and, in your wisdom 
, , , , 

nnd powe1', grant us relief from taxation, while undcr our prescnt 

, 
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depressed circumstances; and your poor petitioners, as in duty 

bound, shall ever pray, &c. 

• 
, 

, 

JOHN CUFFE, 

,ADVENT"Gl{' CIIILD, 

P AlJL CUFFE, 

SA~lUEL X GRAY, 
his marIe. 

PERO X IIO'VLAND, 
his mark. 

PERO X RUSSELL, 
his mark. 

PERO COGGES:HALL. 

Dated at Dartmouth~ the 10th of February, 1780. 

Mernorandum in the hand-writing of John Cuffe:-
• 

"This is the copy of the petition which we did deliver 

unto the IIonorable Council und House, for relief frorn 

laxation in the days of our distress. ,But we received 

nonc. JOHN CUFFE." 
, 

There is also a copy of the petition, with the date, 

" January 22d, 1781," not signed, by which it would appear 

that they intended to renew their application to the govern .. 

ment for relief. 

[.From the Records of Dartmouth, l\iay 10, 1780.] 

" The t'own [Dartmouth] took in consideration the form of Gov

ernment, &c. 

"The Committee recOlnmend * * * that in the 4th article, 
, 

25th Imge, the "words 'sui juris and that pays a poll tax, except 

such who, from their respective offices and age, are exempted by 

law,' be addecl after the words, 6 every male person'; and to 
• 

expunge the following clause in said article, namely, 'having a 

• 

, 

• 
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freehold estate within the same town of the annual income of three 

pounds, or any estate of the value of sixty pounds,' = for the fol

lowing rcnson: such qualification appears to your Committee to 

be inconsistent with the liberty we are contending for, so long, 

especially, as nny subject, who is not a qualified voter," is ohligcd 

to pay a poll tax. _ 

" (Signed,) 

"The report was accepted by an unanimous "Vote of one hundred .., 
and fifty persons present." 

Extract from the Town 'Varrant of Dartmouth, elated February 20, 

1781 : 

"To choose an agent or agents to defend an action agai.nst John 

and Paul Cuff, at t:.I.e next Court to be holden at Taunton." 

At the nlecting, :March 8, 1781, ' "The I-Ionorablc "'\Y nIter 

Spooner, Esquire, chosen agent, in behp,lf of the town, to make 

answer to John and Paul Cuff at the next Inferior Court to be held 
• 

at Taunton." 
• 

• 

"A REQ DEST. 

" To tile Selectmen of the T01VTi oj Dartmouth, Greeting: 

"\Ve the subscribers, yonr humble petitioners, desire that you 
• 

would, in your capacity, put a stroke in your next warrant for call

ing n town meeting, so that it may legally be laid before said .town, 
• 

by way of vote, to know the mind of said town, whether all free 

negroes and mulattoes shall have the sarna privileges in this said 
• • 

TOWIl of Dartmouth as the white people have, respecting places of 

profit, choosing of officers, and the like, together with all other 

privileges ill all cascs that shall or may happcn or be brought in this 

our said Town of Dartmouth: 'Ye, your petitioners, as in duty 

bound, shall ever pray. 

" (Signed,) JOHN CUJ?FE, 

PAUL CUFFE. 
4C Dated at Dartmouth, the 22d of the 4th mo., 1781." 

8 111 
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This "Request" bears the following endorsement:-

u A true copy of the request which John Cuffe and Paul Cuffe 

delivered unto the Selectmen of the Town of Dartmouth, for to 
• 

have all free negroes anel mulattoes to be entered .equally with the 

w lute people, or to have relief granted us jointly from taxation, &c.' 

• 

" Given under my hand, JOIIN CUFFE." 

"DART:\IOUTH, June 11, 1781. 

"Then- received of John Cuffe, eight pounds twelve shillings, 

silver money, in full for all John Cuffe's and Paul Cufr~is Rates, 

until this date; also, for all my Cou·rt charges. Received by me, 

"RICHARD COLLENS, Constable." 

" John and Paul Cuff, of Dartmouth, Dr. to Elijah Dean, of Taun~ 
ton, _. 

To summoning the assessors of Dartmouth to Taunton 

Court, 24f. £1 4 0 

[On the back] 

"Hec'd of John Cuff twenty-four shillings, being the contents of 

the within acc't, in behalf of Elijah Dean. 

" (Signed,) 

• 

It was ascertained bY,these proceedings, that taxes nlust 

be paid, the receipts being forwarded; and this case, al

though no action followed in Court, settled the right of the 

colored nlan to tho elective franchise in the State of :Massa

chusetts. 

RICHARD JOHNSON, who lnarried a daughter of Paul Cuffe, 

resided at New Bedford nearly fifty years. In early life, 

he was engaged as a mariner, and filled every capacity, 

ft'on} a cabin boy to n captain . 

• 
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During the war of 1812, he was taken prisoner, but was 

released, after having been confined six luonths. 

lIe was distinguished for prudence and sagacity in his 

business operations, and, despite the obstacles that prej udice 

against color so constantly strewed in his path, he succeeded 
'. 

in his mercantile affairs, ace'" ,.,mlated a competency, and 

retired from business several years since. 

Mr. Johm.on was always ready to extend the hand of re .. 

Hef to his enslaved countrymen, and no one was more 
• 

ready to assist, according to his ability, in the elevation of 

his people. 

He was one of the earliest friends of :Mr. Garrison; a 

subscriber to his paper, from the time the first nlirrlber was 

issued in Baltimore, and for several years an efficient agent 

for the Liberator; and very active in circulating 1\lr. Gar

rison's" Thoughts on Colonization," in 1832. In all the 

vicissitudes through which the. anti-slavery cause has been 

called to pass, 1\11'. J. always maintained a straight-forward, 

consistellt course, firmly adhering to the pioneer who first 

sounded the alarm . 
. 

lIe died in ,peace, February 15, 1853, aged seventy-

seven; and the funeral service of hilusclf and wife whose 

death preceded his one day was numerously attended by 

NeVi Bedford citizens. 

RICHARD POTTER. 

On the Northern New lIampshire Railroad, some thirty 
• 

Iniles from Concord, in the town of l\ndover, is a station 

, 

• 

I 
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called Potter's Place. This little village derives its name 

from RICHARD POTTER, the celebrated Ventriloquist and 

Professor of Legel'demain. \iVithin twenty rods of the 
-

track stands a neat white, one-story building, with two 

projecting wings, all of Grecian architecture. From this 

extends, south-westerly, a ·;'lhe expanse of level meadow. 

This house, and the adjacent two huntlred acres, were owned 

by RICHARD POTTER. There once stood, on pillars before 

the house, two graven images, taken from Lord Timothy 
, 

Dexter's place, in Newburyport. Potter built the house and 

cultivated the farm, which were estImated, in the days of 
, 

Potter, and long before the railroad was built, to be worth 

5000. This Potter owned in fee simple, unincumbered, 

, . the fruits of his successful illusions, optical and auricular. 

Potter was a colored man, half-way between fair and 
, 

, 

black. He for a long time monopolized the market for 

such wares ,as sleight of hand, and "laborious speaking 
, 

from the stomach." Says one writer in the Boston Tra'vel-

ler, of' November 6, 1851 :-

" "Ve well remember how our astonished eyes first be

held his uebut upon the stage, ' a portentous-looking magi-
, 

cian from India. And then, to see hin1 perform; eut tow, 

spit fire, and draw from his 'mouth yards and yards of rib-
, 

bon, all made out of tow; far down in his crop to hear him 

c0111mund an egg to roll all over him, from head to foot, 

from foot to head, etc., etc. .And then his cornie songs! 

Donning another attire, he would hobble around the stage, 
, 

an old woman; and the old woman would tell over her 

, 

, 
, . 

, 
, 

• 
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val'ious troubles,. in successive stanzas, always concluding 
• 

with the cheerful refrain ' , Howsever, I keep up a pretty 

good hea rt.' " 

Richard was born in the town of I-Iopkinton, l\'lass., and, 

vV'hen quite a boy, was prevailed upon to engage himself in 

the service of Samuel Dillaway, Esq., of Boston, a relative 

of the family being on a \" lriing tour to that pleasant 

town. .After being" brought up" by 1\1r. Dilla way, he be

came a valued and esteemed servant in the family of Rev. 

Daniel Oliver, of Boston; anci in his kitchen, he studied 

out the theory amI began the practice of legerdemain. 

1\:11'. Oliver's son, late Adjutant. General of l\'1n.ssachusetts, 

often alludes to the winter evening amuselnents afforded 

to the children at home by the tricks and pranks of Potter. 

He, who was so successful in these, his first efforts, and 

so able to set up business on .his own account, could not 

long be retained as a servant. He followed his vocation, 

ever after, till death arrested him in his course. Columbian 

Hall, and Concert Hall, in the olden time, were the promi

nent places, in Boston, for Potter's levees. 

Potter was temperate, steady, attentive to his business, 

and his business was his delight. He took as much pleas-

- ure in pleasing others, as others did in being pleased. I 

have never heard a lisp against his c.haracter for honesty 

and fair dealing. He was once the victim of persecution 

from a Mi'. Fitch, who had him arrested as a juggler. Pot

ter plead his own case, and secured an acquittal. 

Close by Potter's house, in a small enclosure, stands two 

• 

• • 

• 
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monumental slabs, of white marble; one, for his \\fife, Sally 

H., ' the other, 

In 'Memory of 

RIC II A H D 1) 0 T T E H , 
TIle: CEI.IW1L\TEI> YE!\TI:lLOQl'IST, 

"Who died 

Sept. 20, 183,5, 

Aged 52 years. 

THE ~IARSIIPEE INDIANS. 
, 

• 

The Marshpee Indians also did noble service in our revo

lutionary struggle. During the discussion of the subject of 

the militia laws before the lVlassachusetts Constitutional Con .. 

vention of 1853, it was stated that the practice of excluding 

colored men from the militia did not exist previous to the 

United States :Militia Law of' 1792, which first introduced 

the word" white"; and in confirmation of this statement, 

the following interesting fact in our own State history was 

mentioned. During the 'Var of the Revolution, when the 

county of Barnstable was required to raise a regiment of 

four hundred men in the Continental army, the Indian dis-

trict of l\Iarshpec, in that county, furnished twenty-seven 

colored soldiers, who fought ill the battles, and all but one 

of them perished, and he died a pension(~r a few years 

ago. At that time, 1776, lVlarshpeo had a population of 

three hundred and twenty-seven colored persons, or whom 
, 

fourteen were negroes married to [ndian women. There 
-

were sixty-four married couples alld thirty-three widows on 
w 

• 

, 
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the plantation; so that, in proportion to adult male popula

tion, lVIarshpee furnished a large,' quota for that regiment 

than any white town in the county. A. census taken after 

the Revolutionary "Val', showed that there were seventy'" 

three coiored widows in l\Iarshpee, whose husbands had 

been slain or died in the service of their _country during 

that war. • 

And yet, the Legislature of l\Iussachusetts, in 1788·· 89, 

treated those Indians with extreme rigor, by abolishing their 

charter ,,- under which, in 1763, they had been incorporated 

into a district, with right to choose their selectmen -and 

putting them under guardians, who had power to take all 

their lands and income, and treat the proprietors as paupers. 

Under these laws, the Indians could make no contraot and 

hold no property, and the overseers could take all their 

earnings, bind out their children without their parents' con

sent; and, still further, by a subsequent act, these over

seers, from whose decision there was no appeal, could seH 

the proprietors, tnale O!' female adults, to service, for three 

. years at a tel'm, and renew it at pleasure. 

These laws, und worse, against these poor Indians, who 

all the time wer~ sole owners of ten thousand acres of land, 

,vere continued in force until 1834, when, principally by the 

efforts of Benj. F. Hallett, Esq., as their counsel, in expos .. 

ing their injustice, the system was broken up, and the dis

trict of 1\farshpee was incorporated under free laws, and the 

property divided among the proprietors in fcc. They are 

now a very prosperous and thriving community ~ deserving 

, 
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• 
• 

the interest and enconragenlcnt of evel'Y wise statesman 

or true philanthropist. 

}\.nlong the 1\Jurshpee volunteers in the ,\Var of the Rev-

olution were the following: 0 o· Francis \Vebsquish, Samuel 

:Moses, Demps Squ.ibs, lVlark Negro, Tom Cresar, Joseph 

.A.shur, James Keeter, Joseph Keeter, Daniel Pock nit, Job 

Rimmon, G-eorge Shaun, Castel Barnet, J o~hua Pognit, 

James Rimmon, David Hatch~ James No Cake, Abel flos

witt, 'Elisha Keeter~ John Pearce, John Mapix, Amos Bab

cock, Hosea Pagnit, Ch;..uch Ashur, Gideon Tumpum. 

In 1783, Parson Holl.:V. presented a memorial to the Le

gislature, in behalf" of the seventy-three, widows whose 
• 

husbands had died in their country's service. 

PATRIOTS OF THE OLD.EN TIME. 

~rhe wife of SmTIuel Adar{lS, of revolutionary celebrity, 

one day informed her husband that a friend had made her 

a present of a female slave. lVIr. AdulTIS replied, in a very 

decided manner, " She mav come, but not as a slave; for a 
" -

slave cannot breathe in my house. If she comes, she 

. Ioust come free." The woman took up her ahode with the 

family of this ...:hampion of liberty; and there she lived f1'ce 

unci died free. 

, 
, 

I .. OYALTY 01" AN AFIUCA.X BEXEVOLEXT SOCIETY. 

SOlTIe of the colored citizens, in 1796, instituted at Boston 
• • 

the A rican Society. Its objects were benevolent ones, as 
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set forth in the preamble, which also expressed • Its loyalty 

as follows: "" Behaving ourselves, at the same time, as 

true and faithful 'citizens of the commonwealth in which we 

live, and that we tuke no one into the Society,,,, ho shaH 

commit any inj llstice or outrage against the laws of their 

country." 
• 

I subjoin the names of the members of the "African 

, 

PL,\TO ALDERSO~, 

IIAxxmAL ALLEX, 

TnO)IAS Bt;ItDIXE, 

PI-~TEll. BAILEY, 

J OSEPII BALI., 

PETER nn.A~CII, 
• 

PmXCE TIn.owx, 

Bosl'OX BALLARD, 

AXTIIOXY BATTIS, 

SEInco COLI.EXS, 

Rl~"Ft;s CALLElIORX, 

J'OHX CLAIU(, 

SCIPIO DAI.'l'OX, 

ARTIIUlt DA YIS, 

J onx DECIWSE, 
-

I-IA)H.l~T E.UtL, 

C;"ESAR FA,YmI.WE"\TIIE'".4 

l\!rXGO Fm~E)L\.X, 

CAl'O G!..IWXEll 

J EltE:\IIAH GUl':EX, 

JA)l£S ITA WKIXS, 

J OIIX IIAIlItISO~, 
, 

9 , 

Gr.OSA-STER HASKI!'IS, 

Pl!..IXCE ~I. ILuUl.IS, 
, 

JClmn. IIOLLA.XD, 

RICHARD HOLSTED, 

TUO)L\.S JACKSOX, 

GEORGE JACKSOX, 

LEWIS JONJ~S, 

ISAAC JOIIXSO~,." 

JOliN Jonxsox, 

SIUIt KnuJAu" 

Tno)IAs LEWIS, 

J OSl~l'H Lo,\y, 

GEORGE l\IIDDI.ETOX, 
, 

Dmwy l\:tILLEn, 

C~\TO )'Iom~Y, 

RICHA i.tD ::\L\.ltSHALIJ, 
", 

J OSEPn Ocnr!tL"'x, 

Jon!\' PHILLIPS, 

CATO RAY,SOX, 

HICHAItT> STAXDJ"EY, 

Cnws V ASSALL, 

DERBY YASSAI.L. 

• 

", 
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I S A A C "\V 0 0 D I" AND. -

rrhe following obituary of one who will be long remem

bered in Boston is inserted here as connected with the asso-
--

ciations of byNgone days. 

ISAAC 'VOODLA?'iD was a native of r\Iaryland, but ll1any 

yeurs since, he adopted for his home the State of l\'fassuchu .. 

setts. I-lis life here was marked with an active zeal for the 

fugitive from Southern bondage. I-lis nloney was always 

generously appropriated f0r their aid and comfort. At one 

of the meetings in Belknap Street Church, when the ques· 

tion whether- Boston jail should longer confine George Lati

lner- as a slave ,vas the theme of discussion in every gather-

. ing, I ,veIl remember Isaac 'Voodland walking up the 
-

aisle, and placing upon the t.able a handful of silver~ with the 

remark that he had nlore shot in the locker, if by that rneans 

the man could be kept from slavery. In the olden time, 
• 

when the abolitionists of Boston celebrated the 14th of July, 

C0111memorative of the abolition of slavery in the State, (the 

day was not historical, for no special act of emancipation 

had taken place, but the grateful heart of the colored man 

thus wished to signalize the fact that slavery had departed 

from the old Bay State,) in their processions, his towering 

and manly form ,vas always the ohserved of all observers. 

And when that was superseded by the- glorious First of 

August, the Jubilee of British 'Vest India Emancipation, no 

one name wus more sure of appointlnent as :\1ars11al than 
• 

-

-
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his; and, surely, but few, if any, could better adorn the 

office. 

flis occupation was that of grain inspet~tor, and by his 

application and integrity in business, he won the respect 
, 

and patronage of a large circle of Boston merchants. " 

I-Ie was genial and mirthful, fond of children nnd friends, 

but yet had that in him which, when roused in defence of 

his race, was not easily subdued. 'rhis last trait was fully 

illustrated in an encounter on one of the wharves, several 
• 

years since, behveen a party of white and colored iaborers, 

when, but for his prowess antI Herculean strength, the fate 

of his companions would have been much worse than the 

event proved. lIe was ".in war a tiger chafed by the 

hunter's spear; but in peace, more gentle than the unweaned 

lamb." I-Jis death took place in Boston, :May 24.-, 1853~ 

aged 68. • 

,. 

EPITAPllS OX SI.jAYES. 

rrhe following celebrated epitaph frOlu the old burial 

ground of Concord, l\fass., although it has been often pub

lishec1, will bear to be reprinted here. It is understood to 
, 

have been written by Daniel Bliss, Esq., a lawyer at Con-

cord, before the Revolutionary "Var. He ,vas the son of a 

minister of that place, whose name and history occupy a 

large space in the ecclesiastical ann~ls of the town. This 

single p'(oduction will secure to its author for ever the 

credit of taste, ingenuity, and an enlightened moral sense; 

• 
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•• 

and proves that sound abolition sentiments were cherished 

then as strongly as at the present day. 

GOD 

'Vilis us free. 

~IA.N 
• 

'Vilis us sla.ves. 

I will as Goel ,vi11s • 
• 

God's will be douc. 
, . 

. IIcre lies the body of John Jack, a native of Mrica, v . 

who died ~Iarch, 1773, aged about fiO years. 

Though born in a land of slaves, 

lIe was born free. 

Though he lived ill a land of liberty, 

lIe lived a slave; 
• 

-. 

Till, by his honest, though stolen labors, 

lIe accluireel the source of Slavery; 

'Vhich gave him his freedom. 

Though not long before 

Death, the grand tyrant, 

Gave him his final emancipation, 

And set him upon a footing with kings. 

Tho' a slave to vice, 

lIe practic' cl thoso virtues 

'"\Yithout which, kings arc but slaves . 

The following inscription is taken from 'a gravestone in 

a burying-ground in the town of North Attleboro', i\Iass., 

near what was fOfmerly called" I-latch's Tuvern." It is an 
• 

interesting memento of what the state of things was in this 

Commonwealth seventy years ago. Tho testirnony thus 

borne to the goodness of'" Cresar's" heart certainly reflects 

• 



A:\rERICA~ ItEYOLt;TIO"!{, 101 

but little credit on the person who could make hilU or keep 

J§ him a slare. 

• 

"lICl"e lies the best of slaves, 

Now tunling into dust; 

Ctcsar, the l~thiopi:m, cruyes, 

A place among the just. 

IIis faithful soul is fled, 

To realms of heavenly light, 

And, by the blood thatJ e~u& shed, 
T~ ~hn ..... ~",l .r.·· ..... m black to ,-Il'te .L~ ~~I.UHO v\.L .l L V \ 1.. 

Jan. 15th he quitte(l the stage, 

In the 77th year of his age, 

1780." 

• 

• 

• 

THE E Ul1.L RI· HT 1\1 VE)IENT. 

• 

• 

A number of tho chivalric portion of the colored Bostoni

ans, having taken the initiatOl'Y steps for a military com

pany, petitioned the Legislature, in the year 1.852, for a 

charter, the claims of which were advocated by Charles , 

Lenox Remond and Robert ~lorris} Esqs. ; but, like the 

Attucks petitioners, they, too, " had leave to withdraw,," In 

February, 1853, the subject was again pl'esented to the Con

stitutIonal Convention, and Robert l\Iorris, Esq., before a corn

mittec of that body, alluded to an old law of the MnBsachu

setts colony, which called upon all negroes, inhabitants of 

9* 

, 
• 

• 
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the colony, of the age of sixteen and upwards, to make 

their appearance i"n case of alarm, arlned and equipped, in 

connect:on with the regularly orJfolled militia company, un

der a penalty of twenty shillings. And they always did 

appear, and performed efficient service. lie furte')r 1'e .. 

Inarked, that a charter had been lately granted to an Irish 

company, and said that the colored citizens'} who are native 

born, desired the sume right$ which were given to our adopt

ed brethren. "'Ve do not want," said he, " a step-mother 

in the case, who will butter the bread for one, and sand it 
• 

for an'~ther. vVe hunger and thirst for prosperity and ad .. 

vancement, and, so far as in your power lies, we wish you 

to do all you can to aid us in our endeavors. 'Ve wish you 

to Inake us feel that we are of some use and advantage, in 

this our day and generation.'1' 
• 

. ,\Villiam J. \Vatkins, Esq., concluded an able argument 

as follows: -"' -

" \Ve love IVlassachusetts; if she reciprocates that love, 

let her show forth h~r love by her works. Let her throw . 
• 

around us the 1110.nt1e of her protection, and then, 0 l\'Iassa-

chu.setts, if we forget thee," may our right hand forget its 
-

c.unning, and our tongue cleave to the roof of our rnouth." 

Yes! let the old Bay State treat us as men, and she shall 

elicit our undying, intlisso1uble attachment; and neither 

height, nOt' tlepth, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things 

present, nor things to COl1le, shaH ever be able to alienate 
• 

our aflection from her. 'Ve will be \'lith her in the sixth .-

troubie, and in the seventh; Vif} will neither leave nor forsake 
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h8r. Amid the angry howling of the telnpcst, as wen as 

in the cheering sunshine, \ve shall be ever found, u faithful 

few, indomitable, unterrified, who know their friends to love 

thon1 vvith that affection which nought but the destroying an-, -
gel can annihilate. 

" ..c\gain, grant us this petition, and it will induce in us a. 

determination to surmount every obstacle calculated to inl

pede our progress; to rise higher, and higher, and HIGHER, 

until we scale the l\Iount of IIeaven, and look down, from 

our lofty and commanding position, upon our. revilers and 

persecutors. )"" es, sir; it will incite us to renewed dili-
• 

gence, and cause our arid desert to rejoice and blossom as 

the rose.. It will inspire us with c.onfidence, and encoll~age 
• • 

us to hope, amid the almost tangible darkness that envelopes 

us. vVe care not for the hoarse, rough thunder's voice, nor 

the lightning's lurid gleatnings, if we are yet to be a people; 

if \ve are yet to behold the superstructure of our liberties 

consummated amid pa:.ans of ihanksgiving, and shouts from 

millions, redeemed, regenerated, aud disenthralled." 
. . 

Sixty-five colored citizens of Boston petitioned the 1\1[\s-
. 

sachusctts Constitutional Convention, in J unc, 1853, _. -

"That the Constit.ution be so amended as to remove the 

disabilities of colored citizens from holding militm'Y COtH

lniss~ons and serving in the militia." 

An an1cndment was offered" " That it is inexpedient to 

act thereon; " when IIenry \Vilson, Charles Sl.l1nner, E. L. 

Keyes, D. S. \Vhitney, and others, advocated the colored 
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man's equality. 

of flon. I-Ienry 

• 

• • • • 

• • • • 

The following are extracts fr()i.~i·lhe speech 
, . 

• 

~ViIson, in ::;UPPOi't of his arnendrnent, viz. : 

"Resolved, That no-"(ustinction shall oyer her~flfter be :r~H~d0$ iu 
• • 

. organizillg the volunteer militia of the Commonwealth, by l"caSOn of 

color 01' race." 

" If it be true," said 1\11'. 'Viison, " that OUf' volunteer sys-
. . 

tOIn' is ' not contemplated by the laws of tho United States' 
• 

-'" that it is the creature of lVlassn.chusetts law, , that' no 

reference in the Iu w is made to color' that the' officers' 

authorized' to grant petitions for raising companies' have 
•• 

, control and ~uthority' over the' whole subject' and that 

they may grant petitions for companies without distinction 

of color, then it is in accordance with the ideas and senti

ments of the people, to declare in the fundamental law of 

the Commonwealth, that in the organization of these volunteer 

companies, no distinction on account of color or race shall 

ever he made by those' officers' having' control and a.uthority 

over the whole subject.' This is my proposition nothi.ng 

more, nothing less. If our voluntary ll1ilitia system is the 

creature of local law, purely a l\Iassachusetts system,' not 
• • 

contempl[tieu by the laws of the United States,' no distinc~ 

tiol1 on account of race or color should be allowed. The 

Constitution of this Cornmon\vealth knows no distinction of 

color or race. A colored nlLln mny f1H any office in the 
-
.-' 

gift of the people. A colored mun inay be the' Supreme 
• 

Executive ~Iagistrate ' of ?\Iassachusetts, and' Commander .. 
. ' . 

in-chief of the army and navy, and of then1ilitary forces of 

• , 
• 

• 

• 
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the State by sea and land,' and he ' slv;Jt 1'~ve full po\ver 
• 

from time to time to train, instruct, ex('~rcise, and govern 

the militia,' and' to lead and conduct thern, and with thern 

to encounter, repel, resist, e:-.::pel and pursue," and also to 

kill, slay and destroy' the invading enemies of the COlil:' 

monwealth. If a colored roan may be by the Constitution 

, Captain Genel'al and Commander-in-chief and Admiral' 

of the Common\\:·ealth~ should he be denied admission into 

the ranks of her vohlnteer militia? The colored men of 

_1Iassachusctts have been denied admission into the volun-
• 

• • 

teer militia, although the Committee teU us· that' no refer-
• 

ence is luade by law to color or race/ . Jr' officers,' who 
• 

• • 

are authorized by law' to grant petitions for companies,' 
• 

and l,vho have' control and authority over the whole sub-

ject,' have roade distinctions on account of color or race, 
. • • 

when' no reference is made to color' in the laws, then 

they should be compelled by constituiional authority to 

abanci'l.1n the position they have without law assumed, and to . 

carry out the idea which pervades our Constitution, that all 

men, of every raec, are equal hefore the laws of this Com

monwealth. The den10cratic idea of the equality before 

the law of all men, no matter where they were born or from 
• 

what race they sprung, is the sentiment of the people. 

_ " This right, claimed by the 0010red men of l\lassachusetts, 

to become members of the volunteer militia, is of little 

practical importance to them or to the public. They feei 

the exclusion as an indignity to their race. If we have the 

power to remove that unjust exclusion, we arc false to the 
, 

• 
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principles and ideas upon which our Constitution is founded, 

if we do not do so. If we have not the power, or if its ex

ercise would bring us in conflict with the laws of the United 

States, which we acknowledge to be the supreme laws of 
• 

the land, we must submit to the necessity imposed upon us, 

and bow to what we cannot contro1. I have said, Sir, that 
, ' 

",1',h0 question was of.littIe praetical importance, wheth?r" the 
, ' 

, ' 
, 

, , right: of the 'Colored men of nlassachusetts to become ffimn-
, ' 

:~ers (;f the volunteer militia was adtnitted or not. rro them, 

it cun he'of little practical value, although they have wives, 
" 

childT€~ and homes, and a country, to defend. To the coun-
... . 

try, it' i~,~ of little practical importance. 'Ve are strong and. 

powerf~'!t now, able to drive into the ocean any power on earth 
, 

that sho~J.ld step \vith hostile foot upon the soil of the Repub-
, , ' 
, 

lie. But it was not always so." In our days of weakness, 
, 

the men ',of this wronged race ga~fB their blood freely for the 
, ' 

defence and liberties of the country. 
, 

"The first victim of the Bostbn massacre, on the 5th of 

l\farch, 1770, which made the fires of resistance burn more 

intensely, was a colored Gjan. I-Iundreds of colored men 

entered the ranks and fought bravely on an the fieids ,of the 
, 

Revolution.. Graydon, of Pennsylvania, in his l\femoirs, 

informs us that nlany of the Southern officers disliked the 

N;ew England regiments, because so many colored men 

were in their ranks. \Vhcn the country has required their 

blood in day~ of trial and conflict, they have given it fn~ely, 

and we have accepted it; but in times of peace, when their 

blood is not needed, we spurn and trample them under foot. 
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I have no part in this great wrong to a l"Hce.\Vhercvcr and 

whenever we hav~ the power to do it, I 'VQuld givo .:\0 all 
• 

men, of every clime and race, of every faith and creed, 

fre~dorn and equality before the law. l\fy voice and lllY-. 

vote shall ever be given for the equality of all the chit-
, 

(lren of men before the laws of the Commonwealth of l\Ias-
• 

sachusetts and the United Stutes." 

The petition was received, referred, and finally rejec-~I;;d~ 

on the ground that it could not be granted without bringing 

l\Iassachusetts into conflict with the United States COJ.1s~itu

tion and the In ws of the land. 

On the last day of the Convention, the following petition 

'was presented by the Hon. B. L. !{eyes, of Dedham:, ,. 

To tlte Cont'ention for '1'e'oishlg and amending tlte Constitution of JJas

sachl.lsetts : 

The undersigned, acknowledge,l citizens of this Common

wealth, (notwithstanding their complexional diffcrcnGcs,) and thc]:~~g 

fore citizens of the 1.) llitcd States,. with t.he feeling aIH.l spirit 
• 

becoming freemen, and with the deepest solicitude, rC3pectfnlly 
• 

submit-, 

That ha-ving l)etitioned your honorable body for sueh a modifiea

tion of the laws as that no able-bodied male citizen shall be forbhl. 

den or preyentctl from serving, or holding office or commi::;siml, in 
• 

the militia, on account of his color, their petition ,vas t~uly n{erred 

and considered, but not granted, and therefore they arc still II pro- . 

scribed and injured class. The reason f;ssigrwd· for the rejection of' 

their request, in the report submitted by the· Committee to ·whom .. 

the subject was referred, was, "that this CC!l1vel'·;tioll cannot incor

porate into the Constitution of ~lassachusctts ;.tr.y provision wr~ich 
• 

• 
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8hnll conflict with THE LA.WS of the United Statos." III the course 

of the debate thnt ensued upon this report, the Attorney General 

of ),Iassnchusctts [lIon. Uufus Choate] said, "You can raise no 

colorecl regimeht, or part of a regiment, that shall be of the nlilitia 
• 

of the United States "none whatever .••. It is certain that, if 

th(w were to 
• 

go upon. parade, and to 'Win Bunkm' Hills, yet they 
~. 

Il.(wcr can b/) part of the militia of t~e United States .••• Nay, 
. 

lnore; he did not see how he could do any thing for this colored 

race, by putting them in nne of the high places of the Com?1on-
• 

wealth, '\yith weapons in their hands, and allow·· our glorious banner 
• 

to thr')w around them all the~poiup and parade and condition of 

war; the color clea.1..'cs to tltem there, aud on parade is only the more 
. " conspwuous . 

. A.nother distinguished member of the Convention [lIon. Benj. 

F. IIallett] said), , " If :Massachusctts should send a colored com

nlunucr-ill-chief at the head of her Ini15.tia, tlte United States would 

not recognise !tis authority, and would at once supersede him." 

YO'lU petitioners feel bound to protest, (in behalf of the eolorecl 

citizens of ~lussachusctts1) that aU such opinions and declarations 

constitute, 0' 

(1) A denial of their equality as citizens of this COlumollwealth, 
• 

nnd nrc clearly at ynrinnce with the Constitution of this State, 
~ 

'whieh h.nows nothing of the complexion of the peopl~, and which 

asserts [.Art. I.] that" all llum are born free an(l EQtJ "\'L~ an(l have 

certain natural, essential anel inalienable rights; among which 

mn~· he l'eckollcd the right of cnjoying and DEFEXDIXG their Ih·es 
. . , 

H.lltllibcrties; that of acquiring, possessing and protectinb property; 
• • 

.ill Hue, that of seeKing and obtaining their safety and happilless,H 

It ,vould be absurd to say that t.he General GoYernmcllt, or that • • 

COUgl"CSS, luui the constitutional right to declare, if it think propcr1 

that the white citizen of ~Iassuchusctts shall not be enrolled ill the 

militia of the country; an(~ it is n.ot to be suppose a, for a Il.10ment, 

• 

• 
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that, if such a r-roscriptive eelict we:re to be issued, it would be 

tamely submitted to. It is, surely, just as great un absurdity, just 

tlS glaring an insult, to ti::Ju~n~ tlwt ·~:)lored (.;itizens may be legally 

excluded from the national militia. ' . 
• 

(2) . In the Con8titution of the United States, not a sentence or 

0. syllabIc can be found, recogni.c-;ing any distinctions aJuong the 

citizens bf the States~ collectively or individually, but they are aU 

placed 011 the same equality. Article IV., Section 2d, declares, " 
! 

"The citizens of each State shall be entitled to all the prh~ilegcs 
• 

alle1 imIllullities of citizens in the several Stat.es:' It is 110t possible 

to mako a more unequivocal recognition of the equality of all citi~ 

zens; and; therefore, 'W.hatE~'-:::' contravenes or denies it; ill the 

shape of legislation, is ma.nifestly unconstitutional. 'Vhatevnr may 
• 

have been the compromises of the Constitution, in regard to thoBO 

held. in bondage as chattel slaves, none WCl~e ever made, Oi' proposed, 

respecting the rights and liberties of citizens. 

,';(3) It is true that, by the United States Constitution, Congress 

is empo,vered ." to provide fqr organizing, arming and disciplining 

the militia-"; it is al'So true, that Congress, in "organizing" the 

militia, has authorised none but" white" citizens to be enrolled 
• 

therein; nevertheless, it is not less true, that the In;w of Congress, 

making this unnatural distincti.on, i<;, in this particular, unconstitu~ 
• 

tional, and therefore ought t.o exert no controlling force ovcr the 

legislation of any of the States. To organize the militia of the 

country is one thing; to dishonor and outrage a portion of the citi

zens, on any ground, is a very different thing. To do the former, 

Congress is clothed with ample constitutional authority; to accom

plish the latter, it has no power to legislate, alld resort nlust be had, 

find hus bc(!U had, to usurpation and tyJ:nnny. 

Your petitionm-s, therefore, earnestly entreat the Conventioll, by 
• 

cyery consiLleration of justice an(1 righteousness, not to adjourn 

'without asserting an~ vindicating the entire fitness and oqual right 

10 
• 

• 
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of the colored citizens of :M:assachusetts to be enrolled in the 

, national militia; 'or, if this be not granted, -then they respectfully 

ask that this protest may be placed on the l'ccol'ds of the Conven

tion, and publishecl with the official proceedings, that the stigma 

may not l'est upon their memories of having tamely acquiesced in a 

proscription, equally at ,val' with the .4 mcrican Constitution, the 
, 

:Massachusctts Bill of Rights, and the claims of human nature. 

, 

'VII..LIA~I C. NELL., 

JONAS 'V. CLARK, 

EDWA.RD GRAY, 

JOHN THO:r,H'SON, 

ENOCH L. STA.LLAD, 

JOliN 'Yn.IGHT, 

JOHN P. Conull..."i, 

THO)IAS Bll.OWN, 

J 0 UN Lo CKLEY, 

lItA. S. GRAY, 

TIENJ.UIIN P. BASSETT, 

BENJAML"'i 'VEEDEN, 

'YILLIA~[ J. 'VATKINS, 

ISAAC H. SNOWI>E:N, 

SDIPSON H. LEWIS, 

JOHN J. FATAL, 

LE~lUEL BURR, 

THo~rAS CUl\DUXGS, 

N. L. PEltKINS, 

JOHN OLIVER, 

H. IJ. 'V. THACKl:R, 
-

GEORGE 'VASl1.INaTIJN~ 

JAMES SCOTT. 

This ,petition having been read, it was ordered to be 
" 

entered upon 'the records, by a vote of 97 to 66; but sub-

sequently, on motion of ~Ir. Stetson, of Braintree, the vote 

was reconsidered. , 

• 

Hon. B. F. HaUett, for vVilbraham, upon a question of 

privilege, spoke at some 1ength in defenc,e of his action in 

the matter, and in favor of xeconsideration, which, under 

the previous question, was carried 97 to 57; and, on 

motion of 1\11'. Bird, of vValpole, the whole question was 

laid on the table without dissent. rrhis final action was 

c' highly discreditable to the Convention; for the petitioners, 

• 
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having been virtually excluded from the pale of American 

citizenship by that body, had a right at least to have t~eir 
• 

protest against such an exclusion placed on the records of 
• 

the Convention; nor was there a sentence or ,vord in. their 

petition unca.lled for or offensively used. 

'rhe limits of this work will not allow of an e1aborate or 

statistical report of the present condition of the colored 

. Americans, though very much that is encoul"aging is at the 

conlpiler's disposal. It will be found that, throughout the 

book, references are made to representative cases of indi-
• 

vidual enterprise and genius, sufficient, it is pr~sumed, to 

convey a general idea of the improvements daily developed 

by that class, which has comlTIonly been stigmatized as in

capable of mental and social elevation. 

So far as Massachusetts is concerned, it is safe to say 
• 

that, in lrnany respects, her record is one to be proud of . 

Her colored citizens in all but the militia clause in t1m 

Constitution starid, before the law, on an equality with the 

whites. Her public schools are accessible to all, irrespec

tive of complexion, prophetic of the day, soon, I hope, to 

be usnered in, when the mechanic's shop and the mer

c.hant's counting-room will be alike ready to extend to them 
•• • 

• • 

.. etlual facilities with those of another and more favored race. 
• • 

.. New Bedford occupies a very prominent position in all 
-

that contributes to the prosperity of the colored American, 
• 

in general intelligence, business enterprise, and public spirit ; 

much of which is justly attributable to the impetus given 
• 

bv Paul Cuffe"s efforts for the franchise. Some of his de-
tI 

• 

• • 

• 
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, 
~ . • 

, 

scendants 'yet live in New Bedford. The colored voters 
. , , 

there hold the balance. of po\ver" und hence exert a potent 
. ' , 

• • 

• "} 1'· 1 lnI nence on Clect.lOn( ny. 'fhe faithful Friends, or Qua-
, . . . .... ,' . . . , 

kers, have always bOn,le sLlch a tcsthnony at New Bedford, 
, . . " . 

, . , 

as tnate,riaUy ·tohave'.aided, the progress of the colored citi .. 
. ' , 

, . 
'~,ens~ 

" 

• 
• 

" . ~ 
, . ' . .. , . 

, 

, , 
, " , 

• 
• • 

• 
• • 

• 

,'. \Vorceste.r can boast, among he~ colored mechanics, \Vm . 
'. . . . . . . . 
• 

1-1. Brown; ':w'hosc' 'vell .. estaqiis~ed· . reputation as an uphol-
, . . . ' ". . , .. 

sterer retlc;,cts gre~it credit. upon the large fil'n1 in Boston 
. . , · . , , 

with 'WhOlTI he served n: fndth,f'ul apprenticeship. 
• , 

'. . , . • 

Salelu, Springfield" und . Lo\vell, together with many 
, , , 

. . . . . , ',-. '.' 

sm~lier localities; have· gOQd and true' colored roen among 
'. , . . - . . " . . . , 

thc:ir inhabitai1ts;' sustaining.cre.dituble business relations, 
• • . ' , , 

and the owners' of real estate. in· a fair' proportion with their 
• 

• 

"white fellow~citizen~. 
• • • 

• • 

, 
• . ~ . . , , 

• 

• 

Boston co~nFafe8" favorably., in' tbis respect, with larger 
, . . . 

. ' • 

cifies in the TJnited Stutes, Seve·l;.al' causes have cOiubined 
. .' ," . . 

• 

to retard tlle progress' of colored' rnechanics; but these are 
, , 

being removed, and, in a ftnv years, the ;resl~lts will be 
. ' 

• , , 

Dlanifest. B~siness , and· professional ;::nen f'!re continually 
, . 

, 

incre6/sing. In· addition to then1eGhani~~al, artistical,. and 
• 

• • • 

professionai{'olored ,men in BORton, e]s0\vhere mentioned, 
• • e-

• 

it may be noted, that the two rnost popular gymnasium gal-
• . ' 

leries are in the proprietorship of J~ B. Bailey. and PByton 

Stewart; the prince -of caterers isJ~ B ... Sn)ith; a dentist 
.. , -

• 

highly recommended is' J. S. Rock; a young artist in cray-
. .' 

. 

on portraits is winning his way to eXl~ellence and reputation; 
, 

al).cl other equally n1erit:orious aspirants,· 'INomen inclu-

• 

• 
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ded, arc soaring to those heights that challenge th~ ara

bition of earth's gifted children. Real estate to the value 
• , . 

of, at least, $200,000, is in the hands of our colored citi-
, 

, 

zens. During the struggle for equal school rights, many of 

the largest tax payers removed into the neighboring towns, 

and withdrew their investn1ents froln Boston real estate. 

American colorphobia is never more ralnpant towards its 

victims, than when one would avail himself of the :facilities 

for luental improvement, in common with the more favored 

donlinant party,' . as if his complexion was, indeed, prima 

acie evidence' that he was an intruder within the sacred 
• 

, 

portals of knowledge. In 'Boston, the so-called" Athens of ' 

America," large audiences have been thrown almost into 

spasms by the presence of one colored man in their 
\ 

midst; and, on one occasion, in the writer's experience; a 
, mob grossly insulted a gentleman and two ladies, who 

did not happen to exhibit the Anglo-Saxon constitutional 
• 

• 

• 

• 

complexion . 

But, within a few years past, this spirit of caste has lost 

much of its virulence, owing son1ewhat to the efforts put 

forth by the colored people themselves. For ten years, they 

sustained the Adelphic U niol1 Library Association, and were 

gen~ally fortunate in securing the most talented and dis

tinguished gentlemen as lecturers. Though proscribed 

themselves, they removed frOln the colored locality, opened 
• 

a hall in the central part of the city, and magnaninl0usly in-

vited all to avail themselves of its benefits. A number of 
, 

white young men associated themselves with this Society, 

10* 

• 
• 
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and participated in several public elocutionary exhibitions; 
• 

and their lecture-room was usually visited by representatives 
• 

from all classes of the community, which has had a tendency 
• 

to excite sOlnething of a reciprocal feeling on the part of 

other associations, now extending itself through all the 

ramifications of society; so that the presence of colored 

persons at popular lectures is now a matter of C0111mOn oc

currence, and excites scarcely any notice or rel1llUrl{. This 

agreeable state of thingf; superseded the necessity of an 

exclusive organization, though social literary clubs, mostly 
, 

composed of colored me~nbers, have continued to exist . 
• 

In New Bedford, a deserved rebuke was administered to 

colorphobia, which grew out of an attenlpt to prescribe col

ored patrons of the Lyceunl frOln the privileges heretofore 
• 

shared by thern in comrnon with others. This persecu-

tion aroused the indignation of those ever-to-be-honored 

friends of equal rights, CHARLES SUl\TNER and RALPH vV ALDO 

E l\rERSON. They were both announced to lecture, but, on 
• 

learning the proceedings, they hnmediately recalled their 

engagements, rather than sanction, by their presence on the 
• 

rostrum, sU0h an outrage on the rights of man. "'1· .. __ 1~1_ 
1. 111::; {lUUle 

deed was not without its effect,- and, as a legitimate conse-
• 

quence, prompted the freemen of New Bedford to establish 

an independent Lyceum, where 111en, irrespective of acci

dental ditferences, could freely asselnble, and have dis

pensed to thern the precious stores of knowledge. Various 

circumstances combined to create an impetus in favor of the 

free Lyceum, which completely superseded the other, and 

thus a victory was achieved in humanity's behalf. 

I 
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A sin1ilar triumph, in many respects, was also won in 

Lynn, where opposition was manifested to a Lyceum lee

tute by Charles Lenox Remond. A tnajority united iiI the 

formation of another institution, thus proving that, where 

there is a will, a way can always be found" for united hearts 
;-

to bear a faithful and effective testimony against proscrip .. 

tion and tyranny. 

Since then, Samuel R. 'Vard, Frederick Douglass, and 
, 

other distinguished colored lecturers, have been welcolued 

, to Lyceum platforms in different parts of the country. 

To Raynal, who expressed surprise that America had not 

produced any celebrated man, Jefferson replied, ' "vVhen 

we shall have existed as a nation as long as the Greeks be-, 

fO~'e they had a Homer, the Romans aVirgii, or the French 

a Racine, there will be room for inquiry;" and I would 
-

say, Let the evil spirit of American pro-slavery and preju-

dice only remove its feet from the neck of its outraged vic .. 

iims, and if improvetnent be not made commensurate with 

the means afforded, then, but not till llten,· will we ad .. 

"lnit the truth of the gratuitous assortion, that the Author of 

the 'universe has stanlped upon the brow of the coiored 

American a Inark of inferiority. 
, 

This feeling must have moved C. V. Caples, a colored 

teacher, when he uttered the following eloquent words at an 

early Anti-Slavery Convention in Boston: ,,," I am pained," 

said he," when I think of the condition of colored nlen in 

the United States. :My blood is as \'larm as yours, 1\lr. Presi

dent, or that of any patriot; and when I behold the finge~\" 

, 

; , 
, 

, 
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of scorn pointed at nly brethren, and the curled lip, lny soul 

weep~. I think, there may be thus insulted one possessing 
• 

the highest attributes of man; a mind, perhaps, that, if 

trained like other minds, Dlight lead to great deeds, some 
• 

Cincinnatus, capable of influencing the destinies of a nation, 
• 

a Hampden, to inspire patriotism, or t\' l\'lilton, , pregnant 
> 

with celestial fire~' " 

1'he colored man's friends are constantly claiming for 

bhn an equality of privileges, based on his nativity) loyalty, 

and the immutable law of God. There have been those, 

however, sometirnes found deficient in a trying hour. Such 

" fallings from grace " doubtless occur in the rank~ of every 

reform; for all who profess are not always fuBy imbued 

,vith the principle, thereby losing opportunities of squaring 

their practice with their preaching. rro those colored 

fdends, however, who constantly harp upon' real or sup .. 

posed derelictions of white Abolitionists, it is but seasonable 

to hint, that some of their own number are very indifTerent 

to practical Anti-Slavery, and that, at the South, there are 

black, as well as white, !3laveholders, a fact tea.ching hu

mility to both classes, while, at the same time, it proves the 

identity of both with the human family. 'rhesE: Anti-Slayery 

tests are presented in the every-day routine of business and 
• 

social life, and ofttimes prove severe trials; except to those 

of the genuine radical stamp. .A.ll reformers owe it to their 

high culling to be consistent; not to place their light under 
• 

a bushel, but to let its rays· be conspicuous, as a direct 

means of influencing public sentiment . 

•• 

• 



•• 
• 
• 

• 

AMERICAN REVOLUTION. 117 
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A few years since, when the State of l\fassachusetts was 

a.gitated, from Cape Cod to Berkshil'e, with the exclusion of 

colored passengers from equal railroad privileges, many 
an instance occurred where Abolitionists wholly identified 

themselves with the proscribed,. "remembering those in 

bonds as bound with them;'" and, on some occasions, en .. 

countering peril of life and limb, and sharing indignities 

equally with those whose sin was the" texture of hair and 

hue of the skin."-

It is with the most grateful emotions that I would here 

recol'd the names of \V ILLIAl\1 LLOYD GARRISON and vV EN

Dl--:LL PHILLIPS, both of whonl, on separate occasions, re

monstrated against the colonization of colored friends from 

the cars, and, in the crisis, exiled themselves to the" Jinl-
• • • 

Crow car," rather than relnaia in comfort with the oppres-

sor. Such exhibitions of fidelity to principle were not lost 

upon their fellow .. passengers • 
• 

There is abundant reason to believe that these and simi· 

lar incidents, in connection with the eloquent appeais of 

CHARLES LENOX REl\IOND and other Anti~Sluvery lecturers, 
• 

'w'cre instrumental in removing all odious restrictions from 

the Eastern Railroad; and, at this day, who ventures to ex

clude a colored passenger, in this section of country? The 

idea has been consigned to the tomb of the capulets, frOln 

whence we do not anticipate a resurrection. U'ntiI within a 

few yeurs, the Boston Directory had a Liberia depa~tment 

for persons of coior; but it luckily fell into the hands of an 

Anti-Slavery man, GEORGE ADAMS, Esq., who, to his honor 
• 
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be it remembered, abolished this inglorious distinction, in

serted the names of colored citizens among I., the rest of 
• 

mankind,77 and, to this day, no orb has been so eccentric 

as to wander from its sphere in consequence thereof. " So 

shines a good deed in a naughty world." Live the true life, 

speak the true word, and God will bless the effort. 

There is a sun-dial in Italy, with the inscription, " 1 mark 

only the !tours that sldne," , inculcating the lesson, that 
• • 

though this life is 110t all happy and beautiful, yet we 
•• 

: should not dwell always upon the darker portion of the pic

ture, but remember to look also upon the bright side. What 

a satisfaction to the proscribed .colored American is the fact'1 

that, in this slavery-cursed land, there are those true hearts 

ready to accord the rights a~d privileges to others so prized 

by themselves; that, in the highways and byways of life, 

on the railroad car and in the steam boat, in the lyceum 

and college, in the street, the store, and the parlor, a noble 

band is found, united in purpose, uncorppromising in princi

ple, fearless in .action, whose examples are like specks of 

verdure amidst universal barrenness, as scattered lights 

amidst thick and prevailing darkness • 

• 

-
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CI-IAPTER II . 
• 

. NE'V HAMPSHIRE . 

.,> 

JUDE HA.LL . LEGISLATIVE POSTPOXE:\IEXT OP E)U.NCIPATION ""' LAST 

SLAVE IN NEW HAMPSHIRE SEXATOR M01UnLL'S TRIBUTE TO A 

COLORED CITIZEN. 

JUDE tIALI. was born at Exeter, N. H., and was a soldier 

in the Revolutionary War, under General Poor. He served 

faithfully eight years, and fought in lllost all the battles, 

beginning at Bunker Ifill. He was called a great soldier, 

and wa.s Itnown in New Halupshire to the day of his death 

by the name of "Old Rock." 

Singular to rciate, three of his sons have been kidnapped 

at different times, and reduced to slavery. James was put 

on board aNew Orleans vesseJ: Aaron was stolen from 
• 

• 

Providence, in 180"'/; vVilliam went to sea in the bark 

Hannibal, frorn Newburyport, and was sold in the 'Vest 

Indies, from whence he escaped after ten years of slavery, 

and sailed as captain of a collier fron1. Newcastle to Lon .. 

don. 

The anecdote of the slave of Gen. Sullivan, of New 
/ 

Hai11pshire, is ,veIl known. vVhen his master told hiln 

that they were on the point of starting for the arlny, to 

fight for liberty, he shrewdly suggested, that it would be a 

• 
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great satisfaction to know that he was indeed going to fight 

for his liberty. Struck with the reasonableness and justice 

of this suggestion, Gen. S. at once gave him his freedOln • 

. It is not very surprising, that in the thne of the nevolu

tionary vVar, when so uluch was said of freedom, equality, 

, and the rights of man, the poor African should think that 
• 

he had some right~, and should seek that freedom which 

... 

others valued so highly. There were siaves then, even in 

New Hampshire, and their owners, like the Egyptians of 

old, and the Carolinians now, were unwilling to "Jet them 
, '-' , 

go." Here is an extract from the Journal of New Hamp-

shire, touching thi~ matter, showing how justice and hu .. 

manity were postponed, as repentance often is, to a more 

convenient opportunity: ' 

"JUN1~ 0, 1780. Agreeable to order of the day, the petition of 

Negro Brewster and others, negro slaves, praying to be' set free 

from slavery, being read, considered, and argued by counsel for 

petitioners before this House, it appears that at this time this IIouse 

is not ripe for a detel'mination in this matter. Therefore, ordered, 
, 

'That the further consideration of the matter be pos~poncd till a 

more convenient ojJ1JOrtunity." . 

Senator Morrill, of New fIampshire, in his speech at 

Washington, in 1820, on ~he :Missouri question, alluded to a 

colored man in his own State, by the name of CHES'VELL, 

who, with his family, were resp'ectable in point of property, 
.-

ability, and character. He he1d some of the first offices of 

the town in which he resided, was appointed Justice of the 

Peace for the county, and' was perfectly competent to per-
, , 

• 
, 

, . 
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form an the duties of his various offices in the most prompt, 

[t.ccurate, and acceptable manner. . . 

"In New Hampshire," says Dr. Belknap, in 1795, "those 

bJacks who enlisteq into the army for three y~ars, were 

entitled to the same bounty as the whites. This bounty 
• 

their masters reeeived as the price of their liberty, and then 
• 

delivered up their bills of sale, and gave thenl a certificate 

of manumission. Several of these bills and certificates 

were deposited in my hands; and those who survived tL~ 
• 

three years' service were free."· 

New Hampsllire papers of a quite recent date record the .' . " 
• 

• 

• 

death, at Hanover, of Mrs. J.ANE E. WENTWORTH, a c.olored .... :.:. 
. . . . 

• 

woman, at the age of three score nnd ten. Graduates at .' .: 
· ' - . 

Dartmouth will recollect her as Aunt Jenny, the wash-wo·'·, 

~an, and nurse in sickness. Her parents were slaves, 

kidnapped when very young, and came by inheritance in 

possr.ssion of the family of Mrs. House, of I-Ianover. 'fhey 
.... 

were subsequently soid to n gentleman in Salem, N. II., 

where they remained until they were emancipated by the 

laws of the State. Jenny was born in Flanover, in 1777, ' 

" ' was sold with her parents, and upon beconling free, she 

married Charles \Ventworth, a slave of Gov. \Ventworth. 

They then removed to Hanover, where they remained till 

their death. Jenny outlived he'r husband several years, and 

was one of the last of the African race who in our early 

history were held in bondage in New England. 

• lJassacllUsctts Historical Collection, Vol. IV., p. 2G:l. 
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CIIAPTER III. 

VERMONT. 

SEYEN UUYDRED IHUTISII SOLDIERS ESCORTED BY A. COLORED PA-

'rnIOT ' REV. LE:MUEL HAYNES JUDGE HA.RRINGTON'S ANTI-FU-

GITIV.E-SLA VE-LA W DEClSION. 

AUGUST 16th, 1777, the ·Green ])fountain Boys, aided by 

troops fronl New HUlnpshire, and some few from Berk .. 

shire County, l\!assachusetts, under the command of Gen. 

Stark, captured the left wing of the British army near Ben

nington. As soon as arrangements could be made, after 

the prisoners were all collected" something more than 

seven hundred, they were tied to a rope, one on each 

side. rrhe rope not being long enough, Gen. Stark called 

for n10re; when lVlrs. Robinson, wife of Hon. Moses Robin-

son, said to the Genera!, " I will take down the last bedstead 

in the house, and present the rope to you, on, one condition. 

'Vhcn the prisoners are a.ll tied to the rope, you shall per-
, 

rnit my negro man to harness up myoId mare, and hitch 
• 

t.he rope to the whiffletree, mount the marc,. and conduct 

the British and tory prisoners out of town." The General 

willingly nC!cepted l'tIl's~ Robinson's proposition. The negro 

mounted the mare., and thus conducted the left wing of thE' 
• 

British army' iIi to 'l\lassn~husetts, on their way to Boston . 
• 

• 

• 
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Gen. Schuyler writes from Saratoga, July 23, 1777, to 

the President of l\Iassachusetts· Bay, "That of the few 
• 

continental troops we have had to the Northward, one third 
• 

part is composed of men too far advanced in,years for field 

service, of hoys, or rather, children, and, mortifying barely 

to mention, of negroes." 

The General also addressed a shnilar letter to John Han-
• 

cock, and again to the Provincial Congress, in which he 
• 

stated that the foregoing were facts which were altogether 

incontrovertible. 
. . , 

LEMUEL HAYNES was born in Hartford, Conn., July J8, 

1753. IIis father wag an African, his mother, white. It 

was his good fortune to fall into kind hands, and he enjoyed 

excellent advantages of education, both before and after the 

F.evolution. He ultimately became a ripe scholar, and, in 

1804, received the honorary degree of A. M. from lVliddle-
• • 

bur)4 College, Vt. After completing a theological course of 

study, he preached in various places in Connecticut, until 
• 

the year 1788, when he made a permanent settlement in 

West Rutland, Vt., and remained there· thirty years, being 

. one of the most popular preachers in the- State. 

In 1805, Mr. Haynes preached his noted sermon from. 

Gen. ~ii. 4, the fame of which, and his discussion with the 

venerable Hosea Ballou, was world-wide. 

He was no less distinguished for hi~ patriotism than for 

his theological attainments. He enlisted as a minute n1an 

in 1774, and became connected with the American army. 

After the battle of Lexington, in 1775, he joined the army 
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at Roxbury. Two years after, he was a volunteer in the 

expedition to Ticonderoga, to stop tha inroads of Burgoyne's 
• 

Northern army. I-Iis neighbors and friends often heard him 
• . 

describe his sufferings while engaged in that campaign. 

His social qualities were of a high order. He was a 

somewhat eccentric man, very musical, and full or wit and 

anecdote, but se'l'ious and reverent when the occasion de

manded~ lIe was a kind neighbor and a warm friend. He 
• , 

lived to the age of 81, dying on the 28th of September, 

1833. 

'rhe opinion of Judge HarrIngton, of Vermont, in the 

case of a person claimed as a fugitive slave, is probably 

familiar to most Abolitionists. In answer to some inquiries 

with regard to the particulars of the case, by lIon. Samuel 

E. Sewall, of lvlassachusetts, the Hon. Dorastus 'Vooster, of 

I\Iiddlebury, Vt:, :-::ays :-
• 

"The tran~action to which you allude is somewhat an . 

ancient one. The case occurred before tny time; but I 

have the history of it from the lips of an eye-w!tness, who 
, 

was present at the time,,, the lIon. Horatio Seymour, 

forrflerly a Senator from this State in Congress. 'I'here 

was a person of color in Middlebury, who was claimed as a 

slave by his maste~, from the State of New York. He was 

brought before two Justices of the Peace, and they decided 

to surrender him. Loyal Case, Esq., counsel for the slave, 

brought him up, on a h.abeas corpus, to the Supreme Court, 

then in session, for his liberation. rrhe master brought for .. 

ward documentarv and other evidence to show his title to ., 

• 
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the slave. Judge Harrington, who was then on the bench, 

g~ve the opinion· of the Court. He said that the evidenc~ 
• • 

of title was good, as far as it went, but the chain had some 
• 

of its links broken. The evidence did not g.p far enough. 

If the master could show a bill of sale, or grant, from the 

Almighty, then his title to hinl would be complete: other

wise, it would not. And as he had not shown su~h evi

dence, the Court refused to surrender him, and discharged 

him. This· is the opinion of the Court, as deliv~red by 

Judge Harrington, as well :as can be recollected after such 
• • 

a lapse of time. The transaction took place about the year 

1807. Judge Harrington is· now dead. - He posses~d, a 
, . ---

powerful nlind, not fond of technicalities: had a. _ strong 
•• 

• - - -"" 

sense of justice, and was a great friend to liberty. '1. "--- . _ .. 

Two points in this case merit particular attention:-
" 

1. The decision was luade only about seventeen years 

after the Constitution of the United States went into ope-
• ratton. 

2. It was the solemn and deliberate decision of the 
• 

Supreme Court of Vermont, not the opinion of Judge Har .. 

rington alone. As such, it becolIles of great weight as a 
• 

legal authority, and should be cited whenever a ·person, 

claimed as a fugitive slave, is brought before any Court . 

• 

11 :It' 
• 

• 

• 
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THE Hon. Tristam Burges, of Rhode Island, In a '. 1. 
spe~c.n , 

in Congress, January, 1828, said: " At the comr0.ence·' 

ment of the Revolutionary 'Var, Rhode Island had a num

ber of slaves. .l\. regiment of theIn were enlis,ted into the 

Continental service, and no braver 111Cn met the enemy .. 
in battle; but not one of thenl was permitted to be a soldier 

until he had first been made a freeman." 

"In Rhode Islr..nd," says Governor Eustis, in his able 

speech against slavery in .Missouri, 12th December, 1820, 

" the blacks formed an entire regiment, and they discharged 

their duty with zeal and fidelity. 'rhe gallant defence of 

Red Bank, in which the black regiment borc a part, is 

among the proofs of their valor." In this contest, it will be 

recollected that four hundred men met and repulsed, after a 

terrible and sanguinary strugglc, fifteen hundred I-Iessian 

troops, headed hy Count Donop. The glory of the defence 
• 

• 

• 

• , , 

.. 
, 

• 

• 

, 

, 
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of Red Bank, which has been pronounced one of the most 
.-

heroic actions of the war, belongs in reality to black nlen; 

yet who now hears them spoken of in connection with it ? 

Alnong the traits which distinguished the btack regiment, 

was devotion to their officers. In the attack made upon the 

Anlerican lines, near Croton rive.r, on the 13th of May, 

1781, Colonel Greene, the commander of the regiment, 

was cut down and mortaHy wounded; but the sabres of the 

enemy only reached him through the bodies of his faithful 

guard of hlacks, who hovered over him to protect him, 

and everyone 0 . whom was killed. 
• 

Lieutenant-Colonel Barton., of the Rhode Island nlilitia, 

planned a bold exploit for the purpose of surprising and 

taking Major-General Prescott, the comnlanding officer of 

the royal army at Newport. Taking with him, in the night, 

about forty men, in two boats, with oars muffled, he had the 

address to elude the vigilance of the ships of war and guard 

boats, and, having arrived undiscovered at the General's 

quarters, they were taken for th!;~ sentinels, and the General 

was not alarmed till his captors "tvere at the door of his lodg

ing chamber, \vhich was fast closed. A negro man, named 

Prince, inst~ntly thrust his head through the panel door 
• 

and seized the victim while in bed. 'rhe General's aid-de .. 
" 

camp leaped from a window undressed, and attempted to 

escapE'~')'Dut was taken, and, with the General, brought off 

in safety.* 

* Tliachet's Military Journal, August 3, 17i7. 

-
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I have received from 1\f1". George E. VVillis, of Provi

dence, the following list of naln~s, as among the colored 

soldiers in the Rhode Island Regiment during the Revolu

tionary 'Var:-

SCIPIO BROWN, 
• 

• 

PUIXCE VAUGHX, 

GUY "\VATSOX, 

PUDIUS RHODES, 

PU,IXCE GREE~E, 

HENRY TABOR, 

REUBEN ROBERTS, 

C..lESAR POWER, 

TnO)[AS BROWN, 

SA:'tISON HAZZAU.D, 

RICHAll.D RUODES, 

CUFF GREENE, 

CATO GU.EENE, 

PRIXCE J EXKS, 

PUILO PHILLIJ!S, 

YORK. CHA~IPLIN, 

ICUABOD N OR'l'HUP. 

,. ' 

RICHARD COZZENS, a fifer in the Rhode Island Regiment, 
• 

was born in Africa, and died in Providence in 1829. . 

In this connection, the following extracts from an ad. 

dress delivered, in 1842, before the Congregational and 

Presbyterian Anti-Slavery Society, at Francestown, N. H., 

by Dr. IIARRls~ a Revolutionary veteran, will be read with 

great interest:-

" I sympathize deeply," said Dr. I-Iarris, " in the objects 

of this Society. I fought, my hearers, for the liberty which 
-

you enjoy. It surprises ine that every man does not rally 

at the sOllnd of liberty, and array himself with. those who 

are laboring to abolish slavery in our country. The very 

n1ention of it warms the blood in Iny veins, and, old as I 

am, makes me feel something of the spirit and impulses of 

'76. 

• 
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H Then li~erty meant something. T.hen, liberty, indepen

dem~e, freedom, were in every man's mouth. They were 

the sounds at which they rallied, and und~r which they 

fought and bled. I'rhey were the words which encouraged 

and cheered them through their hunger, and nakedness, and 

fatigue, in cold and in heat. The word slavery then filled 

their hearts with horror. They fought because they would 
• 

not be slaves. Those whom liberty has cost nothing, do 
-

not know how to prize it. 

H I served in the Revolution, in General'\Vashington's 

army, three years under one enlistment. I have stood in 
• 

battle, where balls., like hail, were flying all around me. 

The luan standing next to lne \Va'S shot by my side " his 

blood spouted upon my' clothes, which I wore for weeks. 

}\Iy nearest blood, except that which runs in my veins, was 

shed for liberty. My only brother was shot dead instantly 

in the Revolution.' Liberty is deal" to rny heart I cannot 

endure the thought, that my c.ountrymen should be slaves. 

" \Vhen stationed in the St.ate of Rhode Island, the regi

tnent to which I belonged was once ordered to what was 
• 

called a flanking position, ' that is, upon a place which the 
• 

enemy must pass in order to come round in our rear, to 

drive us from the fort. - This pass was every thing, both to 

them and to us; of course, it was a post of imminent danger. 

They attacked us with grea~ fury, but were repulsed. They 

reinforced, and attacked us again, with more vigor and deter

mina~ion, and again were repulsed.,.· Again they reinforced, 

and attacked us the third time, with the most_~esperate cour-
• • 

age and resolution~ but a third time wer(~:iepuIsed.. The 
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contest was fearful. Our position was hotly disputed and 

as hotly maintained. 

" But I have another object in view in stating these facts. 

I would not be trumpeting my own acts; the only reason 
, 

'vhy I have named myself in connection with this transaction . 

is. to show that I know whereof I affirm. Thej'c was a black , 

regiment in the same situation. 'Yes, a regiment of negroes, 

fighting for our liberty and independence, not a white man 

among them but the officers,' stationed in this sa.me danger

ous and responsible position. Had they been unfaithful., or 
, 

given way before the enemy, all would have been lost. 

Tltree times in succession were they attacked, with most 

desperate valor and fury, by well disciplined and veteran, 
, 

troops, and three times did they successfully repel the as· , 

sault, and thus_ preserve our army from capture. They 

fought through the war. They were brave, hardy troops. 

They helped to gain our liberty and independence. 

" Now, the war is over, our freedom is guined what is 
, 

to be done with these colored soldiers, who have shed their 
, 

best blood in its defence ? ~Iust they be sent off out of the 

country, because they aloe black? or must they be se'nt back 

into slavery, now they have risked their lives and shed their 

blood t.o secure the freedom of their masters? I ask, what 

became of these noble colored .soldiers? Many of them, I 

fear, were taken back to the South, and doomed to the fetter 

and the chain. 

" And why is it, that the colored inhabitants of our na

tion, born in this country, and entitied to all the rights of 

freemen, are held in slavery? Why, but because they are 

, 
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black 1 I have often thOllght, that, should G-od see fit, by a. 

nlirac1e, to change their color, straighten their hair, and 

give their features and complexion the appe~.rance of the 

whites, slavery would not continue a year. No, you would 

then go and abolish it ~.Yith the sword, if it were not speedily 

done without. But is it a suitable cause for making nlen 
-

slaves, because God has given them such a color, such hair 

and such features, as he saw fit? " . • 

• 

During the Dorr excitement, the colored population of 

Rhode Island. received high encomiums from the pap.ers of 

the State for their conduct. The New York Couriel· and 
• 

Enquirer said: " The colored people of Rhode Island de-
• 

• 

serve the good opinion and kind feeling of every citizen of 

the State, for their conduct during the recent troublous 
-

times in Providence. They promptly volunt~ered their 

services for any duty to which they might be useful in 

maintaining law and order. U pwu:,:,ds of a hundred of them 

organized the111Seives for the purpose of acting as a city 

guard for the protection of the city, and to extinguish fires, 
• 

in case of their 'occurrence, while the citizens were absent 
• 

on military duty. The fathers of these people were distin-

guished for their patriotism and bravery in the war of the 
• 

Revolution, and the Rhode lsland colored regiment fought, 

on one occasion, untiLhalf their number were slain.. There 

'yas not a regiment in the service which did more soldierly 

duty, or showed itself n10re devotedly patriotic." 

A colored military company, called the" National Guard," 

has recently been formed in Providence, using, by special 

grant, the State arms. 

• 

-
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CHAPTER V . 

~ONNECTICUT • 

• • • 

- ._-
'.1 t1 L 

, 

• 

nON. CALVIN GODDARD'S TESTIMONY CAPTAIN HUMPHREYS· COL-
• • , 

ORED COMPANY' "FAC SH.lILP. 01' GENERAL WASHDWTON S CER-

• 

• 

TIFICATE-HAME''c, GENERAL WASHINGTON'S SERVANT-POOR JACK, 

-- EBENEZElf. HILLS ' LA.THA~( AND FREE!'tIAN - FRANCHISE OF 
• 

• 

COLORED CITIZENS DAVID RUGGLES PROGRES~ • 

• 

HON. CALVIN GODDARD, of Connecticut, states that in the 
• 

. little circle of his residence, he was instrumental in secur

ing, under the Act, of 1818, the pensions of nineteen colored 

soldiers. "I cannot," he says, "refrain from mentioning 

one black man, PRll\IUS BABCOCK, who proudly presented to 

me an honorable discharge from service during the war, 
, 

dated, at the clORe of it, \vholly in the handwriting of 

George Washington. Nor can I forget the expression of 

. his feelings, when informed, after his discharge had been 

sent to the 'Var Department, that it could not be returned. 

At his request, it was written for, as he seemed inclined 

to spurn the pension and reciaim the discharge." 

There is' a touehing anecdote rela!ed of Baron Steuben, 

on the oc~asion of the disbandment of the American army . 

. A. black soldier, with his wounds unhealed~, utterly desti. 

tute, stood on the wharf, just as a vessel bound for his dis-
-

• 





• 
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tant home was getting under weigh. The poor fellow 
, 

gazed at the vessel with lears in his eyes, and gave him-
• • • • • 

self up todespn.ir.. The warm·hearted foreigner witnessed 
• 

his emotion, and, inquiring into the cause of it, took his 
.. 

last dollar from his pllrse, and gave it to him, while tears 
, 

01 sympathy trickled down his cheeks. Overwhelmed 

with gratitude, the poor wounded soldier hailed the sloop, 

and was received on board. A,s it moved out from the 

wharf, he cried back to his noble friend on shore, "God 

• 

• 

Aln1ighty. bless you, master Buron ! " 
• • 

. During the Revolutionary 'Var, and after the sufferings 
• 

of a protracted contest had rendered it difficult to procure .. . 
. . 

recruits for the army'$ the ;,Cokn'ly of Connecticut adopted 
• . . : 

the expedient of fonning a corps of colored soldiers. A 
- . . . . ." . 

battalion of. bl~c1{s was soon enlisted, artd, throughout the 
• • • 

war, conducted themselves with fidelity and efficiency. 
• • • 

• • 

The late General· I-Itimphreys, then a Captain, commanded 
• • 

• 
• 

a company of this corps .. It is said that some objections 

were r.nade, on the part .of officers, to accepting the com .. 

mand of the colored troops. In this exigency, Capt. [-Ium-
, . 

. phreys, who was attached to 'the family of Gen. vVashinO'-
. . b 

'. . 

'. tOIl, volunteered his services. f-lis patriotism was rowarded, 
.' . , 

• 
• 
" 

f 

• . j .~~~' 

'. and his fello\v officers were aft13nvurds as desirous to obtain 
• 

• • •• 
• 

. nppoinhnents in that corps us they had previously been to 
.' . f 

avoid them. 

The following extract from the pay roll of the second 
• 

company, foprth regiment, of the· Connecticut line of the 

12 
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one hundred years old. He draws a pension for his ser

vices in the Revolutionary War, and manufactures toy 

drums for his support. He has a white wife and one child. 

His hair is whitp. wit.h age, and hangs matted together in 

masses over his shoulders. I-lis height is about four feet 

six inches. He retains a perfect recollection of his massa 

and missus Washington, and has s-everal remembrancers of 

them. Among these, there is a lock of the .General's hair, 

and his the General's) service sword. He converses in 

three or four different languages, ' the French, Spanish 

and German, besides his native .African tongue." 

A clergyman in Connecticut, during the Revolutionary 

-"Var, manifested, on all occasions, his zeal in the cause of 
, 

freedoln and his country, but, at the sanle time, held in .. 

bondage a colored man named Jack. To contend for lib-
• 

erty, and hold the poor African in slavery, was, according 

to Jack's conception of right and, wrong, a manifest incon

sistency. Under this impression, and anxious to obtain that 

liberty which is the inherent and natural right of man, Jack 

,vent to his master one day, dnd addressed him in the fol

lowing language:· H Master, I observe you alway keep 

preaching about liberty and praying for liberty, and I iove 
• 

to hear you, sir, for Uberty be a good thing. You preach 
, , 

wen and you pray wen; but one thing you remember, 

master, , Poor Jack is not free yet." Strllck with the 

propriety and force of Jack's admonition, tIle clergyman, 

after a momentary pause, told Ja.ck if he would behave 

well in his service for one year longer, he should be free. 
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Jack ft.llfilled the condition, obtained his freedom, and be

came a man of some property and respectnbility.* 

EBENEZER HILLS gied at Vienna, New York, August, 

1849, aged one hundred and ten. He ',vas born a slave, in 

StDnington, Connecticut, and became frep. when hventy

eight years of age. He served through the RevDlutionary 

'Var, and was at the battles of Saratoga and Stillwater, and 

was present at the surrender of Burgoyne. 
, 

In a lett&r to the author, Parker Pillsbury, of ~c,v flamp-
• 

shire, says: "The numes of the two brave men of color, 

who fel!, \vith Ledyard, at the storming of Fort Griswold, 

,vere LAMBO LATHAl\I and J OfiDAN FREEMAN. .A.ll the 

names of the slain, at that time, are inscribed on a marble 

tablet, wrought into the 1110nument the names () the col-

011 cd soldiers last, and not only last, but a blank space is 

left bet weer. them and tho whites; in genuine keeping with 

the "I~e(Tro Pew" distinction settin a them not only be-o 0 

low all others, but by themselves, oven after that. And it 

is difficult to say why. They were not last in the fight. 

'Vhen r\Jajor l\Iontgomel'Y, one of the leaders in the expedi

tion against the Americans, was lifted upon the walls of the 

fort by his soldiers, flourishing his s\vol'd and calling on 

them to follow hirn, JORDAN FREEl'IAN received him 011 the 

point of a pike, and pinned him dead to the eart.h. ITide 
• 

Hisl. Collections 0 Connecticllt.' And the l'iame of J'OR-

DAN FREEI\IAN stands away down, last on the list of heroes, 

--- perhaps ihe greatest hero of thctu all." . 

• llook of Amcrican Allccuotcs . 

, 

• 

• 
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The seventy .. sccond anniVt~\Asary of the mernorable tragedy 

at Groton Heights, !n 1781, was celebrated by the people 

of New London and vicinity" on 'Vednesday, September 7, 
• 

1853. Of the address of H<?n. Robert C. 'Vinthrop on 

that occasion, the New York Express says: " 

. "It was beautifully eloquent and appropriate. IIis father was 

born in New London, and his ancestors for a century and a half had 

lived thore ... The very name of Groton came frCin Groton :Manor in 

England, an estate once 0 wned by the 'VinthIops. The names of 

NeW' London and the Tha.mes originated in a natural love for the 

great metropolis of the old world and the river which passed by, 

for these were once in the neighborhood 0f tl.1e homes of those who 

planted some of the earliest colonies in America. ~1r. 'V. pictured 

the events of the 6th of September, the bravery of the volunteers, 

the shocking murders, the dead anci suryi\ing, the sufferings of 

J../edyard, the revolutionary struggle, ancl all in letters of gold. 

lIis address charmed aUke the letterc~ and un.lettered among his 

hearers, and that is the test of tru~ eloqu<1uce." 

• 

The orator's onlission to Inake a brief allusion, even, to 

the hvo colored soldiers, called out the following tribute 

from'Villiam Anderson, of New London, Connecticut: -

"I stood," he says, "on the heights of Groton, a few 

days since, listening to the prC1ises of the , ..... hite heroes, from 

the lips of Hon. R. C. 'Vinthrop, \V. 1. Hammersley, 

Esq., Gov. Seymour, and others. 

battle-ground, the descendants of 

• 

I saw there, on the 
• 

the gallant Ledyard, 

or, rather, the connections, with those of the Averys'j 

the Lathams, the Perkinses) the Baileys, and others, in the 

12 :It: 

• 
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full enjoyment of that liberty so dearly bought by their 

ancestors. I was glad that they were free, and living out 
, 

their God-given. rights. l\ly mind became excited with the 

scene; but, on reflection, n1y excitement was caimed do\vn 

by the sober'thought of an unpleasant reality, and you will 

ask, why was I sad? 'VeIl, as Shakspeare says, , I will 
" 

to you a tale unfold' '; and, while you bear with me in the' 

recital, I know your sympathies will attend lne in the sequel. 

" Septem bel' 6th, 1781 , New London w'as taken by the 

British, under the command of that traitor, Arnold. The 

small band composing the garriso'n retreated to the fort op

posite, in the town of Groton, and there resolved either to 

gain a victory or die for theil ..!ountry. The iatter pledge 
, 

was faithf!llly redeemed, and by none more gallantly than 

the' two colored men; and, if the survivors of that day"s car· 

nage tell truly, they fought like tigers, and were butchered 

after the gates were burst open. One of these men was 

the brother of my grandlno~her, by the name of Lambert, 

but culled Lambo, ' since chiselled on the marble rnonu

rllent by the Amer'l~can classic appellation 0" 'Samba.' 

The llame 0f :::~ other 111an was Jordan Freeman. Lam-
• 

bert was Hving "vith a gentleman in Groton, by the name 
, 

of Latham, so, of course, he was called Lalnbert Latham. 

NIr. Latham and Lambert, on the day of the massacre, wete 

at work in a field, at 3. distance froln the house. On hear

ing the alarm upon the approach of the enemy, 1\11'. Latham 
, , , 

started for home, leaving Lalnbel't to drive the team up 'to 

the house. On arriving at the house, Lambert was told 

, 
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that )'lr. Latham had gone up to the fort. Lambert took 

the cattle ii"om the tearn, and, making all secure, started 

for the point of defence, where he arrived before the British 

began the attack. . And here let lue say) my dear friend, 

that there was not any n~gro pew in tha.t fort, although 

there was some praying as well as fighting. But there they 
• 

'stood, side by side, and shoulder to shoulder, and, after a 

few rounds of firing, each man's visage was so bk.ckened 

by the srnoke of powder, that Lambert and J orda:1 had but 
, 

little to boast of on the score of color. • 

• 

" The assault on the part of the British was a deadly one, 

and rnanfully resisted by the Americans, even to the ch~b· 

bing of their muskets after their ammunition was expended; 

but finally, the little garrison was overcome, and, on the 

entrance of the enemy, the British officer inquired, " \Vho 

commands this fort?" The gallant Ledyard replied, "I 
once did; you do now," at the same time handing his 

sword, which was immediately run through his body to the 

hilt by the officer. This was the commencement of an un

paralleled slaughter. Lumbert, being near Col. Ledyard 

when he was slain~ retaliated upon the oflicel' by thrusting 

his bayonet through his body. Lambert, 1n return, received 
• 

frorI1 the enemy thirty-three bayonet wounds, and thus fell, 

nobly avenging the death of his c-ommander. 

"1'hese ~acts were given me on the spot, at the time of 

the Jaying of the corner·stone, by t\vo veterans who were 

present at the battle. .And now I would ask, ~as Connecticut 

done her duty towards us, while she permits foreignerg to 
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exercise the right of suffrage, yes, even those who were 

fighting against us in the last war, " while we, " native, and 

to the manner b<?rn," are not allowed to peep into the ballot· 
" 

box? Among the many great orators at Groton Heights, 

this last 6th of September, I heard not the first word spoken ~ 

of our forefathers' valor, or of our present disfranchisement. 

" My dear friend, I well relnember the last war between 

this country and Great Britain. I was then a mere: school

boy. The school where I went was ~lso attended by sev-
, 

-eral hundred boys; ana, one day, we were all marshalled 

out, and under druID and fife, marched dowv to help con· 

struct a battery, near the water's edge, below the mouth of 

the harbor; and proudly did we feel, that we little fenows 
• 

could do something for our country, if nothing more thm, 

lugging a'srnall turf, or carrying wooden pins for securing 

the turf. . I have often thought of that day's work and of its 

close, as being GO truly in keeping with past and present 

usage. At the close of the day, we returned to town, tread. 

ing time to the music, with the promise that we should re· 

ceive some food = of which we had not tasted any since 
• mornIng. 

"that the 

house, the 

But, alas! the proverb was verified in that case, 
• 

last should be first," for, on arriving at the 

order was given to open ranks, and those in the 
, 

rear, being the men, passed up the ranks, filling the house, 

to the exclusion of the boys, who returned home to a late 

supper, thinking of ardor, patriotisln, and hunger; but ·nev· 

ertheless, ready for another tramp, if called on." 

The colored inhabitants of Connecticut assembled in Con-
-, , 
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due for their recreancy to the cause of human rights, and to 

the men who had never done harm to them. lIe alluded to 

the conversion of Judge Daggett, which has been graphically 

delineated by another writer, as follows:-

",\Vhile the black laws of Connecticut were in force, Chief 

Justice Daggett decided that we were not citizens of the 

United. States, and that the colored people there had no 
. 

claims to the privileges of American citizens. But time rolled 

on ; he had become acquainted with the intelligent and en-
• 

terprising colored citizens of that State; he had finished his 

term and .retired. But a few years ago, when the question 

,vas before the people of Connecticut·. Shall the colored 

people of the State have the right to V'ote ? while hiis fei

low-citizens were voting, three to one; in the negative; the 
, 

old gentleman, from his retirement, stepped forth, in his 

white.topped boots, with his silver locks of eighty winters 

flowing beneath his venerable brim; leaning upon his staff, 

he walked to the polls, amid popular exciternent, and voted 

in the affirmative." Not a few great men, on the bench, at 

the bar, or in the pulpit, have undergone similar changes. 

These' changes will multiply, under the influence of the 

praiseworthy exertions of her gallant, but proseribed, col

ored citizens, encouraged by the' good and true around 

them. In the struggle for enfranchisement, victory, at no 

distant day, is destined to perch upon their banners. 

In addhion to what 1\Ir. Phillips has said of DAVID RUG

GLES, in earlier pages of this book, the following reminis-
.' 

cences of that gifted son of Connecticut are worthy to be 

recorded here. 
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} .... t the Colored 1\1en's Convention held at Flartford~ in . 
• 

October~ 1854, Rev. A. G. BEMAN, of New IJaven, made a 

report on the condition and prospects· of the (;t)lored people 

of that city and county. He contrasted their present posi

tion with what it was twenty years ago. Then, not a mun 

of them could enter his habitation and say, "This is mine" ; 

not a single church, nor the shadow of any schoo! or other 
• 

place for the education of their children, was in existence 

or prospect. To have looked for the strictly temperate, 

moral and religious, had been as fruitless as to search for 

hailstones in boiling water. Now, there are about two 

kundrecl thousand dollm-s' 'Wortlt of real estate, besides 
• 

bank and railroad stock, four l\fethodist churches, one Con-

gregational, one Episcopal, and one Baptist, and a Literary 
" 

Society with a Circulating Library, in possession of the c()l-

oreel people of New fJaven city. There are four schools in 

full and prosperous operation. I-low can any man, said 1\lr. 

B., who has lived in the midst of the one thousanrl and 

upwards colored people of New flaven, and witnessed 

the progress they have made in spite of ulnlost every obsta

cle, publicly say, as the lIon. fl. Olmstead has done, in his 

.report on Colonization to the Legislature of 1851, that" the 

colored men in this State are dying out, their hopes crush

ed, their nlanhood gone" ? 

EI'UAPII I·'ItO)[ TI~E LIllEUTY STIWET nUltIAL Gll.OU~iD, ~UDDI .. ETOW!{ • 
• 

In Memory of 

JENNY, . 

Sery .. mt to the Rev. Enoch Htlnt1ngton~ and wlfc of Mark Winthrop, 

Who died April 28, liS ... 

Tlic day of her death she wns lIr. Huntington's Property. 

, 
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CHAPTER VI . 
• 

, 
• 

NEGRO PLOT " lJEnATI~ IN THE STATE COX,E~TIOX OF 1821 OX THE 
• 

FRANCHISE OF COLORED CITIZENS" :rmw YOltK COLORED SOL .. 
• 

DU-:RY MILITARY COXVENTlON IN SYUACUSE, 1 8 54 EXTlt.\Cl' 

FItO)! A SPEEC~ OF, II. II. GAItNET ' CYlt.US CL.\UKI-:'S nCTOlt.Y 
• 

AT TIlE EALLOT BOX ' J. M. WIUTFlELD STATIS1'ICAL A~D OTlIER 

FACTS. 

As early as 1712, there had been an insurrection of the 

slaves in New York, and the recollection of this, and a gen

eral distrust of the negro population, rendered the ~itizeng 

of that city peculiarly suspicious of their movements; and 

when, in 1741, tha cry was raised of a "negro plot," there 

ensued a scene of confusion and alarm, of folly, frenzy, 

and injustice, which scarcely has a parallel in this, or any 

other, country. It happened that a Spanish vessel, partly 

manned with negroes, had previously been brought into 

New York as a prize, and that all the men had been con

demned as slaves, in the Court of Admiralty, and were sold 

at vendue. Now, these men had the impudence to say, 

notwithstanding they were black, that they had been free-

men in iheir own country, and 

usage in being sold for sln veSt 

13 

to grumble a: their hard 

One of thenl hud been 

• • 

• 
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, 

bought by the owner of a house in which fire had been dis

covered, and a cry was raised among the people ,. " " The 

Spanish negroes! " "Take up the Spanish negroes!" 

'rhey wer~ immediately incarcerated, and, a fire occurring 

in the afternoon of the same day, the rUlnor became gen .. 

el'al, that the slaves, in a body, were concerned in these 

wicked attempts to burn the city . 
• 

The negroes were brought to trial, l\fay 29, 1741. The 
• 

principal evidence against them was one Mary Burton, the 

common inforrner, who was rewarded by the sum c;>f one 

hundred dollars fron1 the city authorities. She continupd to 

implicate parties, until the" people of consequence" begantq 
"-

be annoyed by her, when the prosecutions became unpopular, , ' , 
"-

and the excitement subsided. There was some evidence 

aga~nst theln fronl negroes, as, by a law of the colony, the 

evi,ience of slaves was competent against each other, though 

not allowed to be used against white men. The prisone1's had 
• 

no counsel, while the Attorney General, assisted, by two ", 

members of the bar, appeared against them. The evidence 
, 

had little c(~nsistency, and was extremely loose and general. 
, 

T'he argument:3. of the lawyers were chiefly declamatory 

respecting the horrible plot, of the existence of which, how

ever, no sufficient evidence was introduced. "The mon

;trollS ingratitude of the black tribe was the language of 

>ne of them in addressing the jury is what exceedingly 

.ggravated their guilt; their slavery among us is generally 

oftened with great indulgence." rr'he prisoners were irn

lediutely convicted, and were sentenced by the Court, in a 

-. . .. 
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brutal address, which is singularly indicative of the general 

excitement on the subject,) to be burnt to death. " You, 

abj ect wretches," said the Judge," the outcast of the na

tions of the earth, are treated here with tenderness and 

humanity"! The prisoners protested their innocence, and 

utterly denied any knowledge of any plot whatever; but, 

when they were taken out to execution, the poor creatures 

,vere much terrified; and, when chained to the stake, and 

the executioner was ready to apply the torch,. they admitted 

all that was required of them. An attempt was then made 

to procure a reprieve; but a great multitude had assembled 

to witness the executions, and the excitement was so great, 
• 

that it ,vas considered impossible to return the prisoners to 

prison; they were, accordingly, burned at the stuke. 

John ·U ry, the son of a former Secretary of the. South 

Sea Company, a non-juring clergyman, and a man of educa

tion, was convicted, on the evici,'jnce of ~Iary Burton, though 

denying all knowledge of any plot, or even of the witnesses 

who testified against hinl. 

After his execution, a day of thanksgiving to Almighty 

God was observed by public command, for the delivery from 

the late execrable conspiracy. But the public mind was at 

rest for a short time only. A few negroes in Queen's coun-
• 

ty, on Long Island, having formed thenlseives into a military 
• 

company for anlusement on the Christmas holidays, a letter 
• • 

was written to the authorities there by the Attorney General, 

. and the slaves were severely chastised for this daring piece 
• 

• • 

of insolence. The c.ry of a new plQt· was immediately 
• 

• 
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raised. which resulted in the execution of other slaves • • 

The whole number of persons taken into custody was over 

one hundred and fifty. Of these, four white persons were 

hanged; eleven negroes wede burnt, eighteen were hanged, 

and fifty \vere sold, principally in the 'Vest Indies . 
• 

Thus ended the famous" Negro Plot" of New York. 

Upon a review of the evidence, as reported by one who had 

implicit faith in the existence of a conspiracy, we have no 

ditliculty in pronouncing t~e whole thing to have been a 

complete delusion ' the natural result of the condition of 

society at that day. This opinion is confirmed by Bancroft, 

United States historian, and Dunlap, in the History of New 
"\,.~. k:ltt 
.I. or . 

Dr. Clarke, in the Convention which revised the Constitu-
, 

tion of New Y ork~ in 1821, speaking of the colored inhabi • 
• 

tants of the State, said: " IHy honorable colleague has told 

us, that, as the colored people are not requir~d to contribute 

to the protection or defence of the State, they are not enti. 

tIed to an equal participation in the privileges of its citizens. 

But, Sir, whose fault is this? I-!ave they ever l'efused to 
• 

do military duty when caned upon? It is haughtily asked, 

who will stand in the ranl{s shoulder to shoulder with a negro? 

I answer, no one, in time of peace; no onc, when your lnusters 

and trainings are looked upon as mere pastimes; no one, when 

your militia w;ill shoulder their nluskets and march to their 

trainings \vith as tTIuch unconcern as they 

sumptuous entertainrneilt or a splendid ball. 

• Chandler's State TrIals. 

would go to a 

But, Sir, when 
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the hour of danger approaches, your' white' militia are just , 
{e.s willing that the man of color should be set up as a mark 

to be shot at by the enemy, as to be set up themselves. 

In the 'Val' of the Revolution, these people helped to fight 

your battles by land and by sea. SOlne of your States were 

glad to turn out corps of colored men, and to stand' shoul

der to shoulder' ,vith thelu. 

"In your late war, they contributed largely towards 

some of your most splendid victories. On Lakes Erie and 

Champlain, where your fleets triumphed over a foe superior 

in numbers and engines of death) they were manned, in a 

large proportion, with men of color. A.nd, in this very 
• 

House, in the fall of 1814, a bill passed, receiving the ap-

probation of all the branches of your government, author

ising the Governor to accept the services of a corps of two 

thousand free people of color. Sir, these were times which 
• 

tried men's souls. In these times, it was no sporting mat-

ter to hear arms. These were thnes, when a man who shoul-
• 

dered his musket, did not know but he bared his bosom to re-

ceive a death wound from the enemy, ere he laid it aside; 

and, in these tinles, these people were found as ready and 

as willing to volunteer in your service as any other. They 

were not compelled to go; they were not drafted. No; 

your pride had placed thetu beyond your compulsory pow

er. But there was no necessity for its exercise; they were. 

volunteers; yes, Sir, volunteers to defend that very country 
\ . 

from the inl'oads and ravages of a ruthless and vindictive foe, 

which had treated the111 with insult, degradation, and slavery. 

13* 
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" Volunteer~ are the best of soldiers. Give me the men, , 
whateve)' be their complexion, that willingly volunteer, and 

not those who are compelled to turn out. Such men do not 

fight from necessity, nor fron1 n1ercenary motives, but from 
• 

principle. " 

Said l\fartindale, of New York, in Congress, 22d of Jan .. 

uary, 1828: "Slaves, or negroes who had been slaves, 

were enlisted as soldiers in the "Var of the Revolution; and 

I myself' saw a battalion of them., as fine martial-looking 

men as I ever saw, attached to the Northern army, in the 
• • 

last war, on its rrmrch frorn Plattsburg to Sackett's H~rbor." 

During the Revolutionary 'Var, the Legislature of New 

York passed an Act granting freedom to all slaves who 

should serve in the army for three years, or until regularly 

discharged. See 2 Kent's Com., p. 255. 

The poor requital for the colored man's valor was forci

bly alluded to by Henry II. Garnet at the anniversary of 

the American Anti-Slavery Society, in New York city, 

l\Iay, 18LI0. " It is with pride," said he, " that I remember, 
• • 

that in the earliest attempts to establish democracy in this 

hemisphere, colored men stood by the side of your fathers, 

and shared with them the toils of the Revolution. '·Vhen 

Freedom, that had been chased over half the world, at last 

thought she had here found a shelter, and held out her 

hands for protection, the tearful eye of the colored nlan, in 

many instances, gazed with pity upon her tattered garments, 

. and ran to her relief. l\fany fell in her defence, and the 

grateful soil received thClll affectionately into its bosom. 



, 

AMERICAN REVOLVl'IO~. 151 

No monUlnental piles distinguish their ' dreanlless beds'; 

scarcely an inch on the page of history has been appropri

ated to their lnemory; yet truth will give them a share of 

the fame that was reaped upon the fields of Lexington and 
• 

Bunker fIill; truth will afiirln that they participated in the 

immortal honor that adorned the brow. of the illustrious 
v 

'Vashington. " 

I am indebted to Rev. Theodore Parker, of Boston, for 

the following historical 'sketch of the New York colored 

soldiery: -

" Not long ago, while the excavations for the vaults of 

the great retail dry .goods store of New York were going on, 

a. gentleman frotn Boston noticed a large quantity of human 
• 

bones thrown up by the worknlen. Every body. knows the 

African countenance: the skulls also bore unmistakable 
• 

marks of the race they belonged to. rrhey were shovelled 

up with the earth which they had rested in, carted off and 

emptied into the sea to fill up a chasm, and Inake the foun-
• 

dation of a w'urehouse. 

" On inquiIt.y, the Bostonian learned that these were the 

bones of colored American soldiers, who fell in the disas

trous battles of Long Island, in 1776, and of such as died 

of the wounds then received. At that day, as at this, spite 

of the deeiaration that 'all men are created equal,' the 
-

prejudice against the colored man ,vas intensely strong. 

The black and the white had fought against the same 

enemy, under the same banner, contending for the same 

, unalienable right' to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happi

ness. The same shot with promiscuous ,slaughter had 

-
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mowed down A.frienns and Americans. But in the grave, 

they must be divided. On the battle-field, the blacks and 

whites had mixed their bravery and their blood, but their 

ashes must not mingle in the bOS01U of their eomnlon 

mother. The white Saxon, exclusive and haughty even in 

his burial, must have his place of rest proudly apart from 

the grave of the African he had once enslaved. 

"Now, after seventy-five years have passed by, the bones 

of these forgotten victims of the Revolution are shovelled up 
, 

by Irish laborers, carted off, and shot into the sea, as the 

rubbish of the town. fIad they been white men'3 relics, 
• 

how would they have been -honored with sumptuous burial 

anew, and the purchased prayers and preaching of Christian 

di vines ! Now, they are the rubbish of the street! 

"True, they were the bones of Revolutionary soJdiers,

but they were black men; and shall a city that kidnaps its 

'citizens, honor a negro with a grave? vVhat boots it that 

he fought for our freedom; that he bled for our liberty; 

that he died for you and me? Docs the' nigger' deserve a 

ton1b? Ask the American State the American Church! 

"Three quarters of a century have pussed by since the 

retreat from Long Island. vVhat a change since then! 

From the vVashington of that day to the world's 'Vashing

ton of this, what a change! In America, what alterations! 

vVhat a change in England! The Briton has emancipated 

every bondman; slavery no longer burns his soil on either 

Continent, the East Qr West. Arnerica has a population of 

slaves greater than the people of all England in the reign 

• 
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of Elizaheth. Under the pavement of Broadway, beneath 

the walls of the Bazaar, there still lie the bones of the col .. 

ored martyrs to American Independence. Dandies of either 

sex swarnl gaily over the, threshhold, heedless of the dead 

African, contemptuous of the living. And while these 

faithful bones were getting shovelled up and carted to the 

sea, there was a. great slavenhunt in New York: a man was 

kidnapped and carried off to bon~dge by the citizens, at the 

instigatj,)n of politicians, and to the sacramental delight of 

, divines.' , 

"Happy are the dead Africans, whorn British shot 

mow~d down! They did not live to see a lnan kidnapped 

in the city which their blood helped free." -

'Vithin a recent period, several nlilitary companies have 

been formed in New York city, exclusively of colored men. 

They have been organized, in part, through the exertions 

of Captains Simmons and Hawkins., and are designated as . 

the "I{annibal' Guards," the " Free Soil Guards," and the 

" Attucks Guards." 'rhe New York Tribune says of one 

of these companies, in announcing their parade, "They 

looked like 'men, handled their arms like tuen, and, should 

occasion demand, we presume would fight like men." 

At the New York State Convention of the Soldiers of 

1812, held at Syracuse, June 21, 1854, the following reso

lutions were adopted:, . 

Re8olved, That in view of the resulting benefits to the nation et 

large, and in view of the clangers and hardships encountere(l by the 

soldiers of the war of 1812, in view of the state of our finances, 
, 



154 COL01'ED PATRIOTS OF THE 

and especially in view of the fact that the soldiers of that war are 
• • • 

now aged and rapicUy dropping . ~\way, and ill vie'w of the prece-
• 

dent established by C'}ngress in refer.cnce to the soldiers of the 

Revolutionary,Var, . all officers and. soldiers in the war of 1812, 

now living, and the widows of such as are deceased, shoulcl be pro

vided for by a liberal annuity, to be continued during their natural 

lives, and that such provisions should extend to and include both the 

Indian and African I'ace, for services either on sea or land, who en

listed or served in that war, and who joined with the white man in 

defending our rights and maintaining our independence. 

Resolved~ That we cordially invite the cooperation of the officers 
• 

and soldiers of the war of 1812, in all the other States of the Union; 

that they be respectfully nncl earnestly requested to hold similar 

Conventions in their own States, to call upon their respective Legis

latures to instruct their members in Congress to make just and 

ample provision, by grants of land and annuities, for the officers and 

ElolcUers of 1812, and for the widows of such as<i' are deceased; and 
• 

that 'without distinction of race or color. . ... . -. .' 

• • • 

LE'VIS and MILTON CLARKE several years since nlade 
• 

their escape from I{entucky slavery, and have distinguished 

themselves by. their public advocacy of. human rights. 

Their father was a Scotchman, who came to this country in 
• 

time to be in the earliest scenes of the Anlerican Revol u-. . 

tion. I-Ie was at the battle of Bunker Hill, and continued 

in the army to the close of the war. When his children 

were about being sold at auction, the venerahle father, 

though debilitated from the effects of the 'wounds received 

in the war, \vas nevertheless roused by this outrage upon his 

rights and upon those of his children. "He had never 
• 

• 

• 
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expected," he said, "when fighting for the liberties of this 

country, to see his own wife and children sold in it to the 

highest bidder." But what were the cntreulies of an ago

nized old rrtan in the sight of eight or ten hungry heirs? 

CYRUS CLARKE, brother to Lewis and !VElton, became a 

resident of Hamilton Village, N. Y., anci, possessing all 

. the necessary qualifications of white men to vote, went to 

. the poils and presented his ballot, when he was challenged, 

and told that, being n colored man, he could not vote unless 

possessed of two hundred and fifty dollars' worth of real 
• 

estate. Clark replied to the challenger, "I am as white as 

you, and don't YOll vote? " Friends and foes warmly con-
• 

tested what constituted a colored man under the New York 
... 

statute. 'rhe officers finally came to the conclusion that to 

be a colored nlan, an individual ¥nust be at least one half 
-

blood African. Mr. 'Clarke, the I\entucky slave, then voted, 

he being nearly full white. 

It is b~lieved that the debate on the military services of 
• 

colored men had great influence in obtaining for them the 

right of suffrage; though it must also be recorded, that col

ored citizens were ungenerously made subject to a property 
• 

qualification of two hundred and fifty dollars. Plutns must 

be highly esteemed where his rod can change even a negro 

into a man. If two hundred and fifty dollars will perform 

this miracle, what would it require to elevate a monkey to 

the enviable distinction? The friends of freedom are now 
• 

attenlpting to remove this restriction, and we feel assured 
• 

the right will triumph in the Empire State. 

• 
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In "Vatkins, Schuy1er county, on the 13th of August, 

'1855, a colored man John D. Berry, Esq. was chosen tq 

sit as a juror in a criminal trial, and the citizens appeared 

very well satisfied. 

JAMES M. WHITFIELD, the colored poet, is a resid,ent of 

Buffalo. His time is almost constantly occupied in his 

business as a hair-dresser, and he writes in such intervals of 

leisure as he is able to realize. He isuneducaterl, not 

entirely, but substantially; his genius is native and unculti. 

vated, and yet his verse possesses much of the finish of 
• 

• 

( 

experienced authorshi p. The foHowing is an extract from ", 

a poem by him on the Fourth of July:-

"Another year has passed a,vay, 

And brings again the glorious day, 
• 

"\Yhen Freedom from her slumber woke, 

And broke the British tyrant's yoke -" 

Unfurled her standard to the air, 

In gorgeous beauty, bright and fair" ,. 

Pealecl forth the sound of wal"s alarms, 

Ancl called her patriot sons to arms! 
• 

* .. .. 
~Iay those great truths whieh they maintained 

Through years of deadly strife and toil, 

Be bv their children well sustained, ., 

Till slavel'Y ceases on our soil! " 
• • 

I have taken great pleasure in visiting, in Ne\v York city, 

the Apothecary's Hall of Dr. J. ~l'Cune Smith, and also 

that of Philip J, 'Vhite. Since then, several accomplished 
• 

' . 

• 

• 
• 
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, 
• , , 

" 

, 

cQlored physici~p.s have been added tq .t1)e list. I found 
.. . 

D;r~. Smith and 'Vpit~ practical Ill~n, cqnducting. d),eil- ,JJu~i. 
, .. '. , . , 

pes~ ;lnd p,repa~ing me.d~ci~es with as much readi~~ss ~4 
. . . 

s,kiU ~~ Rl)Y pthe;r disciples of Galen and ij:ippocrates~ I was 
. ' , 

a~sq introd u.c~d t.o ,R colored carpen~~r, '" not a practical 
, 

Qn~, but C\ roa.~~er workman, and contractor for buildings. 

Ar;no.pg the ,enterprising Albanians, may be .Il1:ention,ed. 
.. 

~Villif.lW H. 'ropp, a me.rchant tai1<?r, and a perfect gentl~ .• 

m~n, winn,ng golden opinions from all who, in the cours9 
• 

of business or otherwise, becom~ acquaint~d with hhn. JIi~ 
, . 

~tore, in Brc~dlvay, will pot suffer bycompa,ri.son ,wit.l:t ,the 
, ' 

be~t ill ~ny of the Atlanti~ qities! H~\l~s longbee,~ lnter~ 

este~ in th~;vays ~nd mf;}ans of elev~ting his ,QPpr~~S~~ 
, . . . . . 

b;r~thren, and., ~Il ,tQeir ~eart~' b~~t a,tre~~i~ps, evid~Jltly 

~ta~ds ~-l'opp of the fraternity. . . " . 
It is a fault, with many colored men, that they do u.~taill:i 

at perfection in a knowledge of tlle~rbu~iness., ~4er~~s, they 
, 

should ,all~im f9f the highest pinnllcl~ o;f rn~rit. As If' 

friend once ,~aid t~.a musical aspirant," You ~hould striv;~ . . - -

tQ ~~ ~omethjng mor~ than a superficial scraper.qf catgut.':' 

Policy ,~nd principle ,alike de'mand this ~t t~e hands of c()l-
. ' 

ored Americans. . , 

;FroQl an elaborate and very e . sttttisticalf~ 
• 

port, embracing the re~l estate ow by t}le colored ,ci~-

i~eM. .9f New York, the amount invested by th~m in 
• 

b~sine~ .enterpri~es" and their general prosperity, .as a 

~l~s, prepared by pr .. ~. M'Gun~ S,{Qith, I~oI?Y th~ fol. 

~9)ving stat~me~t~~ 

14 

• 

, , 

• 

, 

• 
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COLORED rA~BIOTS OF THE 

The Colored llome and Orphan Asylum contain alltlJe 
• 

• • • • • 

colored poor, dependent on public support, with a \'~ry. few 
• • • • 

.' . 

exceptions .. In New York city, the colored populaiion:: to 
. 

• • • • 

the white, fah!y estimated, is as one to twenty-five; nerice:tJ 
• 

the colored population of that city is twenty-seven per cen~ 
• • 

• 

tum less burdensome, than is the wi1ite population, to the 

poor fund. And this happy state of things has arisen t in 
• . .' 

part, fro.m the fa~~t, that the former class have mutual bene-
• 

fit societies, with a cash capital of $30,000, from which 
• 

they take care of their sick au(loury their dead. • , 
• • • • . '. ~ 

• • • 

. The sending. of children to school is il fair test of the' in- '.q 

telligellce of a people. During the year 1850, there were 

3,393 colored children in attendance in common schools, 
• 

in New 'York city, \vhich is nearly the same propertion 

as there were whit~ children attending the SalTIe class of 
• 

schools. . 

In reviewing these facts, it must be borne in mind, that 
• 

but one quarter of a century has elapsed since a large 

portion'of the colored popuiatioll of New York has been 
. I 

freed from slavery; and. that, during the earlier portion of 
, ' 

• 

this time~ the very possession of the newly-gotten freedom 

had in it an enjoyrnent so full and perfect, that the getting 
• • • • 

• 

of money became a secondary consideration, to say nothing 

of the dependent and thriftless habits which slavery had en- . 

gendered. Nor should it be forgotten, that, during the same 

fourth of a century, we have borne the brunt of competition 
-

with a flood of emigrants froIn the old world; for nearly 

all such emigrants were immediate and direct competitors 

• 

• 

'. , 
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in our callings, having on their side the odds of complex

ional sympathy and political influence, from the moment of 

their landing upon our shores. 

The following business card is inserted fi,u. Af:1 historical 
• • 

• 

significance, havillg a two-fold application t·o, )!~~~ purposes 

.... . of this book. This example supersedes the necessity of ex-
• 

elusive colored action, and, at the same time, is an exhibi-
• 

• • 

tiOll of practical anti-slavery. May such instances be 
• 
• • 

. . speedily multiplied! 
• 

• 

• 

1 
• 

-

,V ILL I A 1\1 S, P L U 1\'1 B & CO. t 
• 

• 

• IMPORTERS AND wnOl,~SALE DEALERS IN 
• 

: .. CHIN A, GLASS AND EARTHEN lVARE, 
• • 

• 

• 
• 

•• 

• · . 
No. 71 JM.ReLAY STREET. 

• 

NE of the partners (Ml~oi 'V ILLIAMS) is a COLORED MA~, and 
• 

has been connected with the CnOCKEltY TRADE of New York 
· 

• • 

for twenty years, and for several years has· conducted the business 

on his own account. A leading object in establishing the present 
. 

firm, both by the parties themselves and their friends and advisers, 

having been to contribute to the SOCIAL ELEVATIO~ OF TIlE COLORED 

PEOPLE, they feel warranted in making an appeal for patronage, B8 
• 

they now do, to all that class of merchants throughout the country 
• 

whQ sympathise with the object now expressed, nnel who would 

gladly avail themselves of so direct a method and so fnyorable an 

opportunity to subserve it. 'Ve hope to see all such in. our estab

lishment, and we express the confidence that the favors be~r;towed 
• • 

upon us by our friends will be the interest of themselves as well 
• 

as lIS. 

• 

JM!ES WILLI S, 

DAVID PLU}IB, 

JAMES J. ACHESO~. 

• • 

• 
• 
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• 

• 

CHApTER ViI~ 

•• 

NEW JERSEY~ 

OLr;ER CROMWELL - SAllUEL CHARLTON '.' HAGAR " CONSISTENT 
. , .. . . 

FOURTH OF JULY CELEBRATION. 
• 

THE Burlington Gazette gives the following account of an 
, . . 

aged co~ored resident of that city, which will be read with 

much interest:-

"'fhe attention of many of oureiHzens has, doubtless, 
• 

been arrested by the appearance of an old colored man, who 
• 

might have been s(~en; sitting in front of his residence~ in East 
• 

Union street, respectfully raising his hat to those who might 
• • • 

'he passing by~ His attenu'ated frame, his silvered In~~d, his 
• 

feeble m'ovements, cornbine to prove that he is very aged; 
• 

and yet, compa'ratively few are aware that he is among the 
. ." , -" " 

survivors of the gallant army who fought for the liberties of 
• 

our country, ' in the days which tried men's souls.' 

" On Monday last, we stopped to speak to him~ and asked 

him how old he was.. ~-Ie asked the day of the month, -and', 

upon being told thai !twas the 24th o'f hIay, re'plied, with 

• 

to-day.' • 

"His n'arne is OLIVER. CROMWELL, and he says that he 

was bom at the Blac~ Horse, now Columhus, in this. 

• 
• -
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countYf in the family of John Hutchin. He enlisted in a 
" "-

company commanded by Capt. Lowery, attached to the Sec-

ond Ne,v Jersey Regiment, under the command of Col. Israel 
• 

Shreve~ He was at the battles of Trenton, Princeton, Brandy-

wine, Monmouth, and Yorktown, at which latter place, he 

told us, he saw the last man killed. Although his faculties 

are failing, yet he relates many interesting reminiscences of 

the Revolution. He was with the army at the retreat of the 
" 

Delaware, on the memorable crossing of the 25th of Decem-

ber, 1776, and relates the story of the battles on the sue ... 
• 

ceeding d;.tys with enthusiasm. He gives the details of the 
", 

march from Trenton to Princeton, and told us, with much 

humor, that they' knocked the British about lively' at the 
• 

latter place. He was also at the battle of Springfield, and 

says that he saw the house burning in which l\Irs. Caldwell 

was shot, at Connecticut Farms." 
• 

1 further learn, that Cromwell was brought up a farmer, 
• 

having served his time with Thomas Hutchins, Esq., his 

maternal uncle~ He 'vas, for six years and nine months, 
• • 

u j the imnlediate command of 1Vashingt.on, whom he 

loved affectionately. "His discharge," says Dl'. M'Cune 

Slnith, "at the close of the war, was in 'Vashington's own 
• 

hand-writing, of which he was vyry proud, often speaking 

of it. He received, annually, ninety-six dollars pension. 
, 

He lived a long and honorable life. Had he been of a little 
. 

lighter complexion) he was just half white, every newspa-

per in the land would have been eloquent in praise of his 

many virtues." He left three sons ancI three daughters; 
-

14-

• 

• 
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" , 

had fourteen children who reached the age of maturity , '-s 

, 

s~'ven sons 'a'nd 'seven 'daughters. He saw 'his grand .. child-' 
" , 

ren 'to the 'third g~hera1ion. He was 'a man of 'strong 
natural powersneve'r chewed tobacco nor drank-a glass 'of 

• -
ardent spirit. He "died, in 'the town of ;his 'birth, 'January 

" , 

24th, 1853, and 'now :sleeps in the church-yard of the ''Broad 
. " 

street Methodist 'Church . 
• 

'" S .. ~MUEL eHA litTON," "Says Ml.. McDougal," was ~boril 
" ".. .. 

in 'the 'State of New Jersey, 'it slave, in 'the 'family of Mr. 

M~, 'who owned, also, 'other 'memberS 'belonging to his fam

ily all'residing in "the English 'neighborhood. 'Duting the 
progress df'the ',var, he was :placed by his master,' as 'a 

" "" 

substitute for 'birtiself; in the alfmy 'theil 'in New JerSey, 
-

as 'a teamster in the baggage:ttain. He was iu 'aotiveser-
1 

vieeat the 'battle 'of Mbnmouth,'ilot only witnessing, but 

taking a part in, the struggle:of that day. "He was,also, in 

several alb-ex "engagements' ih different 'sections of that part 
-" , 

'of'the'State'. He 'was"a great admirer of 'General 'Vashing-

ton, and 'was, at one titrte , attached ,to hts baggage train, ~nd 
" , 

received the Gene'ral's corilmendation 'forh.iscourage and . , 

<levotion ,to the' cause of liberty. lUre Charlton was about 

fifteen or seventeen ye'ars:of'age when placed in the arnlY, 
'for "which his'inaster rewarded"'him with a'silver dollar. At 

the" expiration of his' time,' he returned to' his master, to serve 
, 

again in bondage, 'after having' toiled, fought : and bled ,for 

'liberty, in corrtnlon \vhh the regular soldiery. Mr. Mi, 

"at his de'ath,by will, liberat~d !his slaves, and,' provided '.'a 
, 

;perisibn ,for Charlton., to be: paid during his iifethne. Mr • 
• 
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Charlton then, with -his wife, ·took up his residence in New 

York city, 'with his son,Charles Charlton. He died twelve 

years since, being about eighty years of age. H,e and his 

partner 'were both honored and wortby members of ,the 

Dutch {Reformed Church. --

" An old colored woman," says the Stamford Advocate, 

"familiarly known -as HAGAR, died in this village, on Satur

'day last. :Her age is not-exactly known;but, from the nlost re .. 

liable data. at our command, we infer that she must have been 

'upward of a hundred years old. She was born a slave, in 

Newark,New Jersey, and was broughtto Stanlford when she 
, 

'was five or 'six years old, and lived 'here until the day of her 

death. A lady, Mrs. -Knapp, now living, aged ninety-six 

years,remerribers that 'Hagar u'sed to carry her when a 

·child.Assuming that l\lrs. Itnapp must have been three 

years old at the time to which her recollection extends, and 
, 

·:that Hagar must have been thirteen to be charged with the 
, 

'care of children, it will make her, at the time of her death, 

. one. ~.undred and six'· years old. Another circumstance con-
. ' 

ifitms this view of the case. :During the Revolutionary War, 
, 

"'Hagar was a cook in ,\Veed's Tavern, and her husband, . 

; George Dykins, was hostler in·the s'arne establishment. 'Ha

'gar used to relate, that she once cooked a dinner for General 

'Washington, 'when 'he 'stopped at the tavern, on his way to 

Cambridge, I\Iassachusetts, the head-quarters of the Ameri-
,-

. can army, in June, 1775. On the same occasion, Washing-
• 

'ton 'presented ,to her husband a silver dollar for his name's 

'sake. 'Supposing !Jlagar to' have· been twenty-seven at'that 
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time, it would make her age one hundred and six, as is the 

case of the first supposition. In all probability, this is very 

nearly her age." 

The Newark Eagle published, some time ago, the follow

ing account of a consistent celebration of the Fourth of July, 

in Woodbridge: . 

" We have recently had. an interview with a person who 

was present at the first abolition meeting ever held in the 
• 

United States. It took place in the township of \Voodbridge, 

County of Middlesex, in this State, on the Fourth of July, 

1783, being the first anniversary of our Independence, aftex' 

the close of the Revolutionary War. Great preparations 

had been made . an ox was roasted, and an immense num

ber had assembled on th~ memorable occasion. A plat

form \vas erected, just above the heads of the spectators, 

and, at a given signal, Dr. Bloomfield, father of the late. 

Governor Bloornfield, of this State, mounted the platform, 

followed by his fourteen slaves, male and·· ferl1ale, seven 

taking their stations on his right hand, and seven on his left. 

Being thus arranged, he advanced sOinewhat in front of his 

slaves, and addressed the multitude on the subject of slavery 

and its evils, and, in conclusion, pointing to those on his 

right and left, 'As a nation,' said he, 'we are free and 

independent, ". all men are created equal, and why should 

these, n1y fellow citizens, my equals, be held in bondage? 

From this day, they are emancipated; and I here declare 

them free} and flb~ol ved from all servitude to .. me or my 

posterity.' Then, calling up before him one somewhat ad .. 
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vanced in years ' , I-Iector,' said the' Doctor, ' whenever 

you become too old or infirm to support yourself, you are 

entitled to your maintenance from me or my property. 

How long do you suppose it will be before you will require 
, 

that maintenance?' IIector heild up his left hand, and, 

with his right, drew a line across the middle joints of his 

fingers, saying , Never, never, massa, so long as any of 
, 

these fingers remain below these joints.' Then, turning to 

the audience, the Doctor remarked, " There.~ fellow-citi

zens, you see that liberty is as dear to the nlan of color as 
, 

to you or me.' The air no\v rlJng with ~houts of applause, 

and thus the scene ended. 
.... " . 

" , ' 

" Dr. Bloomfield immediately procured for Hector, either 
, ... 

by purchase or setting off from his own farl'll, three acres of 

land, and built hinl a sm.aU hotis~, where he resided and 
cultivated his little farm until the day of his death; lit: and it 
was a common remark with the tteighbors; that Hector's 
hay, when he took it to Amboy to sell, would always :com· 

mand a better price than their own." t 

.,' This took place wml1n the last nine years, near lIeta~hin, in New Jersey, a't 
the advancE'.d age of 105 years. An interesting fact is connected with this gift or 
freedom and land. The son of H~ctor inherited it .... and his widow now resides on , . 

it. The freed slaves generally took caTC of and sapported_ theruselYcf!.~' 

t New Jersey dia(rllnchisel twenty-two thousand of her colored population. 

, 



• 

166 COLORED PATRIOTS OF THE 

• 

CHA.PTER V I I I. 

• 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

JAMES FORTEN . JOHN B. VASHON ' MAJOR .TEl'FREY " JOHN .TOH:S--• 

SON AND JOHN DAVIS ' WM:. :BURLEIGH CONDUCT OF COLORED 

PHILADELPHIANS DURING THE PESTILENCE -- CHARLES BLACK -

JAMES DERHAl\I' , THE .TURY BENCH AND BALLOT BOX - GLEA:S--

INGS. 

JAMES FORTEN .. * 

JAl\IES FORTEN was born on the second day of September, 

1766, and died on the Ides of March, 1842. He ,vas the 

son of Thomas Forten, who died when James was but 

seven years old. His mother survived long after' he had 

reached the years of maturity. In early life, he was 

nlarked for great sprightliness and energy of character, a 
, 

generous disposition, and indomitable courage, always fra.nk, 

kind, courteous, and disinterested. In the year 1775, he 

left school, being then about nine years of age, ha.ving 
• 

received a very limited education and he never went to 

school afterwards from that early, devoted, and world

wide known philanthropist, ANTHONY BENEZET. He was 

then employed at a grocery store and at home, when his 

• Abridged from a eulogy on his life and character, deli~ered at Bethel Churcb, 

Pbiladelphja, .March 30, 1842, by ROBERT PtmVIS. 

• 

• 
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nlother, yielding to the earnest and unceasing solicitations 
• 

of her son, whose young heart fired with the enthusiasm 
• 

and feeling of the patriots and revolutionists of that day, 

with the firmness and devotion of a Roman matron, but 
. -

with a heart then truly deemed· American, gave the boy 

of her promise, the child of her heart .and her hopes, 

to his country; upon the altar of its liberties she laid the 

apple of her eye, the jewel of her soul. . 

In 1780, then in his fourteenth year, he embark.ed on 

board the" Royal Loui'S," Stephen Decatur, Senr., Coan

mander, in the capacity of " powder-boy." Scarce wafted 

from his native shore, and perilled upon the dark blue sea, 

than he found himself amid the roar of cannon, the smoke

of blood, the dying and the dead. Their ship was soon 

brought into action with an English vessel, the Lawrence, 

which, after a severe fight, in which great loss was sustained 

on both side3, and leaving every man wounded 011 board 

the " Louis" but himself, they succeeded in capturing, and 

brought her into port amid the loud huzzas and acclamations 
"-

of the crowds that assembled upon the occasion. Forten, 

sharing largely in the feeling which so brilliant a victory 

had inspired~ with fresh courage, and an unquenchable de-., 

votion to the interests of jlis native land, soon reel11barked 
• 

in the same vessel. In this cruise, however, they were 

unfortunate; for, falling in with three of the eneo1Y's ves

sels, the Amphyon, Nynlpb, and Pomona, they were 
• 

forced to strik~ their colors, and become prisoners of war. 

It was at this juncture that his mind was harassed with the 
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'. 
To return. \Vhile on board the" Old Jersey," amid the 

. privations and horrors incident to that receiving ship of dis: 

ease and death, no less than three thousand five hundred 

persons died; and, according to a state~nent of Edwards, 
, 

eleven thousand in all perished, while she remained the re-

ceptacle of the American prisonel~s. And here we have an 

instance to record of the most thrilling and stupendous ex

hibition of his generous and benevolent heart., Amid all 

that would luah:e escape from his confinement desirable, 

\vhen disease the most loathsome, death the lnost horrible, 

was around him, he was willing to and did endure all. fIe 

stifled the longings of his hea.rt for the enjoyments of home, 

and for the embraces of his widowed and adored mother; 

yes, at a time when, if ever, self would lay in contribution 

every feeling of the heart, and every avenue of a generous 

out-going spirit be smothered, when the instincts and im-
• 

pulses of nature would unerringly covet in the closest scru-

tiny and watchfulness its own interests, JAMES FORTEN, in 

the al'dol' of his own high-ton~d beneficence, performed an 

act, 'which, in my humble opinion, is unexcelled, perhaps 

without a parallel, in the annr.Is of our country's history. It 
was this! An officer of the Aluerican navy was about to be 

~ , 

exchanged for a British prisoner, when the thoughtful n1ind 
, 

of Forten conceived the idea of an easy escape for hirnself 
, 

in the officer's chest; but, when about to avail himself of 

this opportunity, a fellow-prisoner, a youth, his junior in 
, 

years, his companion and associate in suffering, was thought 

of. 1-1e immediately urged upon him to avail himself of the 

• 

t 
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chances of an escape so easy. 'l'he .offer was accepted, 

and Forten had the satisfaction of assisting in taking down 

the" chest of old clothes," as it was then called, from the 

side of the prison ship. The individual thus fortunately 
• 

rescued was Captain Daniel Brewton, .... ,·the present incurn .. 

bent in the Stewardship at the Lazaretto. I will read the 

certificate of Mr. Brewton in regard to this matter: ' '. 

"I do hereby certify, that James Forten was Ol1e who participated 
t 

in the Revolution, in the year of our IJorcl one thommnd seven 
, 

, 

lnt:ndred and seventy-six, and was a prisoner 011 board of the 

prison-ship' Old Jersey,' in the yeur of our Lord one thousand 

seven hundred aUfl eighty, with me. 

(Signed,) DANIEL nUE'VTON." 

PHILADELPHIA, )Iarch 15th, 1837. Acknowledged before Alder-

man J. 'V. P ALl\iER. 

It was my gteat privilege to see, but a ShOl't time ago, 

this venerable and grateful friend of JAlVIES FORTEN; to 

hear from his own lips a strict confirmation of the facts 

stated, as well as to witness the solemn scene which ensued, 

. in his taking for the last time the hand of his dying ben .. 
• ,,' 

efactor. .. The old man's tears fell li~e rain; his stifled 

utterance luarked the deep emotions of his almost bursting 

heart. Sad and dejected, with feelings that made hitn more 

ready to die than to live, he silently retired, sta.yed with the 

hope that they would soon meet in a better and a happier 

world. 
• 

After remaining seven months a prisoner on board this 

ship, young Forten obtained his release, and, without shoes 
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• 

upon his feet, until he reached _Trenton, where he was 

generously supplied, arrived home in a wretchedly bad 

condition, having, among other evidences of great hard

ships endured, his hair nearly entirely worn from his head. 

He reluained but a short time at home, when, in company 
, 

with his brother-in-law, he sailed, in the ship Commerce, 

for London. He arrived there at a period of the greatest 
• 

excitement. The grent struggle between liberty and sla

very had already been settled b}!' the decision in the noted 

case of Somersett, when it was decreed, that the mornent 
• 

a slave trod the soH of Britain, "no nlatter in what lan-

guage his doom may have been pronounced, ., no Blatter 

what complexion incornpatible with freedolu an Indian or 

an African sun may have burut upon him," no matter in 

what disastrous battle his liberty may have been cloven 

down, no matter with what solemnities he may have been 

devoted upon the uItar of slavery, the .first moment he 

touches the sacred soil of Britain, the altar and the god 
.' 

sink together in the dust; his body swells beyond the nlea-

':,~ Slll'e of his chains that burst from around hinl, and he stands 

redeemed, regenerated and disenthralled, by the irresistible 

'. -

• 

. ' Gel1l-US of Universal Emancipation." 
• 

"'Hut the accursed slave trade ,vas still glutting in t.he blood 
.-

and sinews of Afric's helpless children, and that mighty 

rnan, that prince of philanthropists, GRANVILLE SHARPE, 
• 

was directing his benevolent eflarts to its overthrow. At 
this tinle, the Christian feeling ha.d awakened up an, indig

nant nation to a determination for its destruction; and no 

, 

• 

• 
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small interest was taken in the discussions, both in and out 

of Parliament, by our deceased friend. It was among the 

nlany pleasing renliniscences of his life to refer to those 

scenes, so strikingly analogous to the trials and persecutions 
, -

of the friBnds of freedom here, and the hypocritical soph,. 

isms of their opponents. 'After remaining in London about 

a year, he returned home, and was apprenticed, with his. 

own consent, to Mr. Robert Bridges, sail-maker. lIe was 

not iong at his trade, when his great skill, energy, diligence, 

and good conduct, commended him to his lnaster, who, 

neither discriminating nor appreciating a man by the luere 

color of the skin in which he may be born, served his own. 

interest in doing an act commensurate to the merits of 

young Forten, in promoting him f<?reman in his business. 

This was in his twentieth year. He continued in this 

capacity tlntil 1798, when, tipon the retirement of 1\11'. 
, 

Bridges, he assunled the entire control and responsibility of 

the establishrnent. !-laving formed for hinlself a reputation 

for capability and industry, he found it no difficult task to 

secure the friendship of those, who, perceiving qualities in 

'him which ever adorn and beautify the hunlan character, 

gave him their countenance and patronage; for although it 

was by the force of his own unassisted genius and energy of 

character that he rose above those depressing influences 

which have ever operated against those 

"'Vhose hue makes a brother hnte 

A brother mortal here,"-

H)* 

, 
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yet he was indebted to some few stanch friends, of whose 

encouragement und kindness he was ever wont to speak in 

terrns of gratitude. !-Ie continued, with great consistency 

of cOlldllct~ in prosecuting his bl1siness, offering up, on the 

altar uf tiFul and fraternal regard, the first fruits of his labor, 

in IJllrehusing u house for his mother and widowed sister, 

which sheltered the Olie until the period of her death, and 

now ufl()('(ls protection and support to the other in her 

declin~ng yeurs. \Vith undiminished vigor of nlind and 

body, enjoying the vc)'y best of health, he continued to give 
•• • • • • • • 

pi!l'sonai attention to his business until ~onfined to his house 

fn.Hl1 that disease, whic\.l, in u few lTIonths, proved fatal to 

him. It ,,"'as during the long period of his active business 

life that he acquired that reputation, which ever remained 

unclouded, shedding ubt'ond in its own clear sky the bright

f~~t and noblest qualities of tho human heart; so courteous, 

pulisilcd uuci gentlemanly in his manners, -so intelligent, 

~wciul, and j ntcresting, ' so honest, just and true in his 

dealings, ~ so ldnd and henevoI~mt in his actions, so 
• 

noble and tufty in his hearing, that none knew him but to 

admire, to speak of hifn but in praise. He lived but to 

ehel'i~lt those noble properties of his soul, and those exalted 

priueiples of action, which ever prompted him to deeds of 
, 

bClle\·i.)I(~nce, putriotis111 and honor. Perhaps one of the 
.' 

strongest traits in his character was tlwt of henp.volence. 

'\~itlt hilll~ it was no occasional or fitful impulse, but a living 

principle of action. 'Yherever suffering humanity present

ed itsel f, a glow of generous and brotherly sympathy was 

• 
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excited in his heart; and not bestowing nor graduating hi's 

gifts by the luere color of the skin, his open hand was evei' 

ready to administer to the wants of all. Nor was this feel

ing confined to the giving of his i worldly substance. No 

danger could appal him, no hindrance prevent, even at the 

greatest personal risk, in relieving froin danger and death 

his fellow-man. No less than seven persons were at differ

ent times rescued from drowning by his promptness, energy 

and benevolence. From t.he lIumune Society he obtained 

this certificate: = , 

• 

. ~ 

"The :Managers of the IIumanc Society of Philadelphia, enter a r . 
taining a grateful,'c;ense of the benevolent and successful exertions 

• 
'. 

of JA)IE8 Fou.TE:i in rescuing, at the imminent hazard of his life, 
• 

four persons fr0111 drowning in tho river Delaware at different times, 

/ to wit: one 011 tho day, lIth mo., 1805; a second on the --

•• 

day of 1st mo., 1807; a third 011 the day of 4th mo., 1810; 

and on tIl(' _. - day of ,!th Ino.) 1821, presont this IIonornry Certi-

. neate as a testimony of their approbation of his meritorious conduct • 

Dy order of the :Managers, 

JOSEPI! CRUKESIIAN.K, President. 

PIIILADELPIIL\.., Fifth mo., 9th, 1821." 
-

Of his patl'iotis!n, who doubts? fIe gave the best evi-
, 

dence of his love for his country by consecrating his life, 

in "the times that tried tnen's souls," to her liberties; and 

when urged by an honorable gentleman to petition his gov

ernment for a pension, he promptly declined, saying, "I 

was a volunteer, sir." In the last war, when an inv'asion 
• 

was threatened by the Br :tish upon our city, he was found, 

• 

• 

• 
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with twenty of his journeymen, and with hundreds of his 
• 

. -
persecuted and oppressed brethren, throwing up the redoubts 

, 

on the west bank of the Schuylkill. Indeed, his interest 

was so strong in any matter connected- with his country, 

that we would sometimes express our surprise at this. He 

would reply, "that he had drawn the spirit of her free 

institutions frOln his mother's breast, and that h3 had fought 

for her independence." \Vith all this, however, his sensi

tive mind was but tOG truly pained at her ingratitude, in the 

wrongs she continued to inflict· upon her unoffenc1ing and 

unfortunate children; believing, as he often expressed it, 

that she would bring down the vengeance of Heaven upon 
•• 

her, and quoting the fearful lines of Jefferson, "I tremble 

for n1y country when I remember that God is just, and that 

his justice will not sleep for ever." Perhaps no instance 

gave greater poignancy to his feelings than the 

cious act of the miscalled Reform Convention. 

State, his attachments were peculiar and strong. 

late atro

For this 

Here he 

was born, his ancestors were 'residents for upwards of 9ne 

hundred and seventy years. fIe had paid a large amount 

of taxes, and contributed to almost every institution which 
• 

adorned and beautified this lall"ge city. I-Iere had lived a 

Fl"anklin, llush, Rawle, 'VistaI', Vaux, Parrish, and Shipley, 
• 

the very brightest ornaments of Christian love and phil an-
. 

• 

thropy. Yet no recollection of their principles, no regard 

for the true policy of this State, or for justice, humanity, or 
-

God, could stay the ruthless arms of those marauders upon 

hurnan liberty fronl striking down the rights of forty thou

sand of her tax.puying citizens. 
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In the year 1800, ]\tIro Forten addressed a letter to I-Ion. 

George Thatcher, in reference to the law of Congress of 

'93, authorising the seizure of fugitive slaves. The letter 

was intended as an acknowledgment for Mr. Thacher's 

advocacy of the petition of l"fr. Forten and others, remon

strating against the iniquitous law. 

In the year 1817, this good man's principles were put to 
• • 

the test. Having, at this time, an extended influence, and 

being prominent in the eyes of the community as a man 

of singular probity and worth, extorting, even from the 

jaundiced heart of prejudice, involuntary respect, he was 

marked by the enemies of freedom, and every device, 
• 

which the scheme of colonization could invent, was attempt-
-

, ed to blind and mislead hinl. It was about this time, that 

this society of innate wickedness, u1antled in the cloak of 

benevolence, came stalking over the land, so specious and 

whining in its tone, so soft and insinuating in its low breath

ings, that many were deceived. But the discriminating 

mind of J-AlVIES FORTEN penetrated the veil that covered its 

deformed and damning features. 'fhe clique of clerical 

wolves, who had besieged hitn in tones of Hattery, assuring 

him that he·· would become the Lord lVlansfield of their 

" Heaven-born republic" on the western coast of Africa, 

was told, in the simplicity of truth, but \vith sarcasm the 
• 

more cutting because unaffected, "That he would rather 

remain as James Forten, sail-maker, in Philadelphia, than 

enjoy the highest offices in the gift of their society." The 

111atter, however, did not rest here ,vith him. H~ foresaw 
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what would be the evil tendencies and effects of this infa

mous institution, and the necessity of frustrating the designs 

of the leagued spirits of this dark crusade against the rapidly 

irnproving cQIldition of his people, and of incorporating, at 

once and for ever, the idea in the public mind, that we 

were fixtures in this our native country ~' ." that here we 

were born, here we would live, nnd here die." 'Vith [111S 
• 

view, and having the cooperation of some of the most intel-

ligent of his brethren, alnong whom were our sterling and 

inflexible friend to hUlnan rights, Robert Douglass, Senr., 

the good-hearted Absalom Jones, and last, though not least, 

the founder of your church, that extraordinary Ulan, the 

Rt. Rev. Bishop Allen, a meeting was culled in this church, 

in the month of January, 1817. The house, upon the oc

casion, was literally crammed. 1\11'. Forten presided as 

chairm(ln, and a beautiful preamble and resolutions, which 

had been previously prepared, went down, in an unanimolls 

vote, as the death-knell to colonization. Of these resolu

tions, two ·were from the pen of Mr. Forten. 

After detailing Mr. F.'s efforts against colonization, 1\'11'. 

Purvis continues: 

His hand was promptly extended to that pure Christian 

and exalted philanthropist, 'VILLIAl\I LLOYD GARRISON. He 

saw in him all those qualities necessary as a leader in the 

great enterprise; and, in his own language, considered him 

as a chosen instrument, in the Divine hand, to accomplish 

the great work of the abolition of American slavery. In

deed, such was his confidence and justly so in the princi-
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pIes of the Alnerican .A .. nti-Slavery Society~ and of the lTIen 

and '.vamen who advocated thClU, that nothing was ever 

more painful to his feelings, nothing sooner excited his in

dignation, than the attempt to cast reproach upon then1,. The 

course pursued by l\'Ir. G·arrison he ever thought conforma

ble to the true anti-slavery principles; and those principles, 

founded upon the immutability of eternal truth, had thrown 
• 

around him, and all others who acted with· him, the influ-

ences of its divinity. Heuce, no difficulties nor dangers 

have intimidated them, they have gone on, conquering 

and to conquer. In no restricted sense, but in its proper 

signification and application, he was a friend. to hUlnan 

rights. 'The doctrine of "'V oman's Rights," as it is 

called, found in him a zealous friend. He believed that 
• 

those doctrines would be acknowledged universally, because, 

as he would say, we live. in an enlighte"ned age, an age 
• 

which tolerates a free expression of opinion, and leaves the 

mind to the guidance of its own inwardly revealing light, to 

the enjoyment of its own individuality; and, setting aside the 

dogmas and creeds of established usage and custom, un

shackles the immortal mind, leaving it free and indepen,. 

dent, as it was designed by its bountiful Creator. Yet , 
while truth, bright, eternal truth., is rising in all the gar-
gcousness of her transcendental supremacy, there are 1hose 

who, not more egregiously than pertinaciously, cling to their 

blindness, their infatuation, meanness, and despotism. But 
-

woman is not a mere dependant upon luan. The relation 

is perfectly reciprocal. God has given to both lnan and 
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woman· the same intellectual capacities, and made them 

subjects alike to the same moral government. fIe was a 

man of religion, but no bigot; the last survivor of the found· 

e1'S of St. Tholl1US'S Episcopal Church, and its most liberal 

patron and friend; and, though connected with this institu

tion for luore than fifty years in close communion with 

its ordinances for many years hack,· he ever val ued the 

spirit of Christianity, exemplified in the character of men, 
• 

as being of infinitely more import~nce than a mere unity in 

doctrinal views and creeds. As a business man, none were 

more honest and fair no overreaching, misrepresentations, 
, 

or deceiving; and, as a remarkable fact in his history, as 

weH as a lesson to others, he never had, as I have often 

heard him declare, been guilty of that genteel kind of 
• 

swindling, which all sorts of pro essedly good people prac

tice, under the gloss of the name of note-shaving . 
• 

rr'emperute in habits, and; more especiallv. an' enemy to N , _ 

all intoxicating drinks., having never taken a glass ·of ardent 

spirit in his life, nor perll)itted its introduction into the 

premises among those he employed, he \vas a ready advo

cate _ of the blessed cause of tel11perance, and of all other 

great moral enterprises which are now so rife in our land. 

I-Ie was a member and the presiding officer of the Ameri-
-

can l\'loral Reform Society, from its origin to the time of 

his death. In a word, whatever was right, useful and patri

otic, secured in him a friend, advocate and patron. In the 

social relations, he was the most affectionate of husbands, 

and the 11'1Ost indulgent of parents; as a friend, unwavering 

and steadfast in his attachments. 

• 
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He was a model, not, as some flippant scribbler asserts, 

for what are called I~' colored men," but for all men. I-lis 

example ,vill ever be· worthy of emulation, his virtues never 

forgotten in the cOlnmunity in \vhich he lived. 

Three or four thousand persons, it was believed, attended 

--the funeral of IVlr .. Forten, one half of whorn were white. 
" 

Among other reminiscences connected with the Revolu

tion, l\Ir. Forten often alluded to the part taken by colored 

men in the war. He saw the reginlents from Rhode Island, 

Connecticut and Massachusetts, \vhen they nlurched through 
. " 

Philadelphia, to meet Cornwallis, who was then overrunning 

the South, and said that one or two companies of colored 

men were attached to each. rfhe vessels of war of that 

period were all, to a greater or less extent, manned by 

colored men. On board the Royal Louis, in which 1\11'. 

Forten enlisted, there ~vere twenty colored seamen; the 

Al1iance, of thirty-six guns, Commodore Barry, the Trum

bull, of thirty-two guns, Captain Nicholson, and the ships "

South Carolina, Confederacy, and Randolph, were all 
• 

manned, in part, by colored men. 
• 

_. 
" 

JOHN B. VASIION.* 

JOHN BATIiAN VASHON was born in Norfolk, Va., in 

1792. His mother was a mulatto; his father, Capt. George 

'Vashon, a white lnan of French ancestry, who was appointed 

,. For this account of Mr. VaSllON, I am indebted to Dr .. M. R. DELANY, of 
~?ittsburg. 

• 

16 
, 
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Indian Agent under General Jackson, and retained his 

office under President ·Viln Buren. Being a colored child, 

though the offspring of a white man of standing, there was 
• 

probably no other care taken of his education than is usual 

with one of his class in the United States, under such circum

stances. But John continued to grow a boy of observation, 

and, as was inseparable fronl 4is nature, to be "interested 

in whatever was interesting to ulan." 

In 1812, during the struggle in which Europe was en

gaged to avert the danger threatened by the usurpation of 

Napoleon, and the disturbance of the utuicable relations 

which, for a time, had seemed to exist between the United 

States and Great Britain, young Vashon, being now twenty 

years of age, and full of that curiosity which the ardor and 

romance of youth so naturally inspires, without even the 

poor consolation, as the only hope for an escape with life or 

liberty, that he was an acknowledged American citizen, em

barked as a COlnmon seaman and soldier on board of the ., 

old war ship "Revenge," destined to cruise through the 

'Vest Iridies and on the coast of South Anlerica. In an 

engagement on the coast of Brazil, 1\11'. Vashon, with others, 

was nlade prisoner of war by the English. Among his 
• 

fellow-prisoners was young Henry Bears, now Major I-Ienry 

Bears, a prominent and affluent old citizen of Pittsburg, 

Pa., to whom any reference may be made concerning this 

statement. The prisoners were all released on exchange . 
• 

On Mr. Vashon's return to Virginia, he settled in Freder-
• 

icksburg, fronl whence he removed to Dumfries, and subse-

• 

. , 
• 
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quently to Leesburg. 'Vhile a resident of the latter place, 

he volunteered in the land service, at a time when the 

colored people of that neighborhood were called upon to aid 

in the defence of their' country, and prevent the British fleet 

from ascending the Potomac. 

In 1822, he left Leesburg, with his fanli1y, (an amiable 

wife and two children, and resided in Carlisle, Penn., for 

seven years. Here he was luuch respected as a useful 

member of the community; he was the proprietor of a 

public saloon, a place of general resort and accommodation 
• 

for the students of Dickinson College, and the first gentle-

men of the town; an extensive li'lery stable was also a part 

of the establishment. 

He was not content with having served his country, but 
• 

was desirous of becoming especiaJIy useful to his brethren. 

In 1823., but one year subsequent to his settlement in the 

town, he assisted in the formation of a mutual improvelnent 

association, and was immediately chosen Treasurer, in 

cooperation with his friend and very useful fellow-citizen, 

John Peck, as President. This institution was known as the 

" Lay Benevolent Society." 

In 1829, he removed, with his family, (which now had an 

addition of a son, to Pittsburg, Pa. Here, also, Mr. Vashon 

ll1ade himself much respected in the comrnunity, and quite 

useful among his brethren. The first public baths in Pitts .. 

burg, and probably the first public baths for ladies estab-
• 

lished west of the mountains, were the result of his exer

tions. lIe was among the first to promote the assembling 
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of colored 111en in National Conventions; and was a promi

nent advocate of the equality of the white and colored 

races, always claiming to be an A'J1'terican, ' a name which 

he appeared to love but little less than that of liberty, 

which it seemed to imply. 

Immediately after the National Convention of Colored 

~len had been held in Philadel phia, Garrison's" Thoughts 

on Colonization" made its appearance, for which ~Ir . 
• 

Vashon ,vas appointed by the author an agent. 'l'hrough 

his influence, and that of the book itself, the late Robert 

Bruce, D.D., then President of the University of 'Vestern 

Pennsylvania, and several other prominent citizens of Pitts

hurg, formerly earnest advocates of the Colonization Soci. 

ety, were happily converted to anti-slavery views. 1\ir. 

Vashon was also a faithful agent for the Liberator in the 

same district. 

In 1833, the first Anti-Slavery Society west of the moun

tains was organized by him in the front parlor of his 

homestead. He also prOlTIoted the formation of an £duca

tional Institution, and was its first President. Through 

his efforts, the handsome sum of twelve hundred dollars was 

contributed in its support, he himself giving, at one time, 

fifty dollars from his own purse. In 18341 he was elected 
" 

President of 11 Temperance Society, and also of a Moral 

Reform Society, as a testilnony to his devoted and assiduous 

labors in behalf of those movements. 

In 1835, being in Boston when the infuriated mob at

tacked l\fr. Garrison, dragging him like a felon through-
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the streets, Mr. Vashon was an eye-witness to the terrible 

scene, which was heD.rt-rending beyond his ability ever 
• 

afterwards to express, as, of all living men, JOHN B. 

VASHON loved "V ILLIAlVI LLOYD GARRISON most; and this 
• • 

feeling of affection toward hiln continued, for aught that is 

known, tili the day of his death. When the mob passed 

along Washington street, shouting and yelling like madmen, 

the apprehensions of Mr. Vashon becaroe fearfully aroused. 

Presently there approached a group which appeared even 

more infuriated than the rest, and he beheld, in the midst of 

this furious throng, Garrison himself, with a rope round his 
• 

neck., led on like a beast to the slaughter. He had been 

on the field of battle, had faced the caonon's mouth, seen 

its lightnings flash and heard its thunders roar, but such a 

sight as this was more than the old citizen-soldier could 

. bear, without giving vent to a flood of tears. 

The next day, the old soldier, who had helped to pre

serve his country's ,liberty on the plighted faith of security 

to his own, but who had lived to witness freedom of speech 

and of the press stricken down by mob violence, and life 

itself in jeopardy, be~ause that liberty was asked for hiln 

and his, with spirits crushed and faltering hopes, called to 
, 

administer a word of consolation to the bold and courageous 

young advocate of immediate and universal emancipation. 

l\fr. Garrison subsequently thus referred to this circumstance 

in his paper: " On the day of the riot in Boston, he dined 

at my house, and the next morning cal led to see me in 

prison, bringing with him a new hat for me,in the place of 

16* 
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one that was cut by the knives of the' men of property and 

standing from all parts of the city.'" In this, he proved a 

" ministering angel" to the philanthropist in time of trouble. 

nil'. Vashon was zeaious in pronl0ting the educatioq of 

his children. One daughter was scnt to. the excellent Female 

Academy of l\liss Sai'ah IV1. Douglass, in Philadelphia, and 

his son to the Oberlin Collegiate Institute, where he gradu

ated with the first honors of his class, and delivered the 

valedictory. _He subsequently studied in the law office of 

the late Hon. \Valter Forward, ex-Secretary of the U. S. 
Treasury, and lnore recently Presiding Judge in the West-

, 

ern District of Pennsylvania. 

A circumstance well worthy of record took place during 

the exemplary eflorts of this good old .A.merican patriot in 

preparing his children to fiU useful positions in society. 

During the collegiate course of his son, his daughter hav

ing previously finished her education,) a change in his cir

cumstances induced a friend to propose recalling his son 

George ft'om college. 
• 

" 1 will never do it!" was the positive reply. 
" 

"I-low can you do otherwise? you must live," said his 

adviser. 

"I will stint Iny market basket," rejoined the old gentle

man. 

" Yes, but you cnn't do without eating," continued his 

frienu. 

'4 No, but I can eat 1I]SS, and economise by selecting 

ch,caper articles of food," replied the devoted father. 

, 

, 

• • • • • 

• 
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. " That win do well enough to talk about, friend 'Vashon, 

but when it comes to the test, that's another thing." 

" Friend J.," replied the old gentleman, with feeling, "as 

G'od is my judge, I will live on potatoes and het'ring, and 

see the last piece of furniture sold out of my house, before 

my son shall be left without an education. \tVhen he comes 

from that school, he will have finished his education." 

Finding that it was in vain to attempt to advise so contrary 

to his feelings and designs, his friend left him. I-lis sO.n did 
• 

return, indeed, a scholar of the highest order, and is now 

Professor of Belles Lettl'es in Central College, l\1cGraw

ville, N. Y. 'Vhen he applied for adtnission to the bar, it 
\ 

was granted, after a successful examination in open Court 

in New York city. 

1\1r. Vashon was one of the Vice Presidents of the Na-
• 

tional Convention of Colored ~-1en, held at Rochester, July, 

1853, and was subsequently chosen a rnemher of the Penn

sylvania State Council. On the 8th of January, 1854, it 

National Convention of the old soldiers of 1812 was held 

in the city of Philadelphia. This gathering of veterans 

aroused the military fire in the old man's breast, ond, never 
• 

having received a pension, nor government lands, for his 
• 

services, he determined on taking his seat, as a soldier dele

gate, among the defenders of his country. lIe was amply 

supplied with letters and certificates from distinguished gen

tlemen in his adopted city. In the best of spirits ond hopes, 

he sot out on h!s tnission to the State Council and tht.! l\li1i

tary Convention. lIe had proceeded u's fur as the depot, 

• • 
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when, he was of cOl'pulent person, resting on his trunk 

for relief from his fatigue, Death, that untiring, but ever cer-
I 

tain messenger, unexpectedly summoned him home to his 

fathers. 

Thus departed the good old citizen-soldier, clothed in the 

vesture of peace and war. In the language of one of his 

friends, in an editorial column, "he fell with his harness 

on, and died in the last act of service to his brethren, and 
• 

in obedience to the sumrnons of his country, in the person 
• 

of one of her. delegated warriors." 
• 

~IAJOR JEFFREY. 

Among the brave blacks who fought in the battles for 

American liberty was one whose name stands at' the head 

of this brief notice. l\ilajor Jeffrey was a Tennesseean, 
• 

and, during the campaign of Major .. General Andrew Jack-

son in NIobile, filled the place of "regular" among the sol· 
• 

diers. In the charge made by General Stump ugainst the 

enemy, the Alnericans were repulsed and thrown into dis

order, Major Stump being forced to retire, in a '(nanner 

by no means desirable, under the circumstances. ~fajor' 
• 

Jeffrey, who was but a common soldier, seeing the condition 

of his comrudes, and comprohending the disastrous results 

about to befall them, rushed forward, mounted a horse, took 

comlnand of the troops, nnd, by an heroic effort, rallied 

thenl to the charge, completely routing the enemy, who 

left the Americans masters of the field. He at once re-
• 

... 
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ceived from the General the title of " Major," though he 

could not, according to the American policy, so commission 

. - him. To the day of his death, he was known by that title 

in Nashville, wherf! he resided, and the circumstances which 

entitled him to it were constantly the subject of popular 

" 

• conversatlOn. 

l\fajor Jeffrey was highly respected by the whites gene

rally, and revered, in his own neighborhood, by all the col

ored people who knew him. 

A few years ago, receiving an indignity from a common 

ruffian, he was forced to strike him in self.defence; for 

which act, in accordance with the .laws of slavery in that, 
• 

as well as in many other of the slave States, ~e was com-

pelled to receive, on his naked person, nine and thirty 

lashes with a raUJ hide! This, at the age of seventy odd, 

after the distinguished services rendered his country,

,probably when the white ruffian for whom he was tortured 
, 

, 

was unable to raise an arm in its defence,' . was more than he 

could hear; it broke Ids hearl, and he sank to rise no more, 

till summoned by the hlast of the last 'trumpet to stand on 

the battle-field of the general resurrection~ 

JOIINSON A:..~D D.A VIS. 

The names of these brave heroes, JOHNSON and DAVIS; 

have no where appeared in American history, though, in re· 

ality, a part of the history of the times in which they lived. 
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The Pittsburg Dispatch, a daily independent paper, of De

ce'mber 19 1 1854, has the following notice of them: _. 

" 'Ve are indebted to a friend for a copy of the Pittsburg 

Mercury, of March 9, 1814 nearly fortyaone years old . 
.. 

The paper was in its second year, published by John M. 

Snowden, Esq. Pittsburg was then a bc.rough. The war 

between England and this country was raging, and the pa

per is chiefly filled with reports of land and naval opel'a

tions. General Hull's trial for the surrender of Detroit was 

then pending. The frigate F;esident had just returned 

from a cruise, in Wllich she had run past the blockading 

fleet, succeeded in destroying a nUInber of English mer-
• 

chant vessels, and rescued the American schooner Comet, 

which had been captured by the enemy; the privateer G07-

ernor l'ompkins had also returned home, after escaping 

from an English frigate, from which she had' caught a tar

tar,' having mistaken her for a merchantman. The only 
• 

persons kiJ1ed on board the General Tompkins were two 

colored seamen, JOHN JOHNSON and JOHN DAVIS, of whom 

Captain Shaler makes this mention: _. -

" , The name of one of my poor fellows who was killed ought to 

be registered in the books of Fame, and remembered with reyerb-nce . 
• 

• 

as long as bravery is considered a virtue. lIe was aolack man by 

t.he name of JOHN J O1INSON. A twenty-four pound shot struck him 

in the hip, and took away all the lower part of his body. In this 

state, the poor, brave fellow lay on the deck, and several times 

exclaimed to his shipmates, H Fh'e away, my boys! - ~Vo haul a color 
, 

dou.m! " 

'" The other was also a black man, by the name of JOHN DA.VIS, 

• 

• 



, 
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, 

and was struck ill much the same way. He fell near me, and seve

ral times requested to be thrown overboard, saying he 'was only in 

the 'Way oj others. \Yhile A In eric a hus such tars, she has little to 

fear from the tyrants of Europe.' " 

, 

On the capture of Washington by the British forces, it 

was judged expedient to fortify, without delay, the principal 

towns and cities exposed to similar attacks. The Vigilance 

Committee of Philadelphia waited upo'n three of the princi

pal colored citizens, namely, JADIES PORTEN, BISHOP ALLEN, 

and ABSALOM JONES, soliciting the aid of the people of color 

in erecting suitable defences for the city. Accordingly, two 

thousand five hundred colored men assembled in the State 

... 
• 

.I-louse yard, and from thence marched to Gray's ferry, 

where they labored for two days, almost without internlis .. 

sion. Their labors were so faithful and efficient, that a vote . 

of thanks was tendered them by the Comnlittee. A battalion 
• 

of colore'cl·troops was at the same, time organized in the 

city, under an officer of the United States army; and they 

, were on'the point of marching to the frontier, when pea.ce 

was proclaimed. 

In a letter written during the week of the mob against the 

colored people, August, 1842, Henry C. vVright, says: -

" A colored man, whom I visited in the hospital, called 
, 

to see me to-day. He had just got out, and looked very 

pitiful. His head was bent down; he said he could not 

erect it, his neck was so injured. fIe is a very intelligent 
, . 

man, and can read and write. His name is CHARLES BLACK, 

and he resides in Lombard street. lIe was at home, with 
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his little boy, unconscious of wha.t was transpiring without. 

Suddenly, the mob rushed into his room, dragged him down 

stairs, and beat him so unn1ercifully, that he would have 

been killed, had not some humane individuals interpo::ed, 

and prevented further violence. fIe was an impressed sea

man on board an English sixty-four gun-ship, in the begin

ning of the war of 1812. 'Vhen he heard of the war, he 

refused to fight against his country, although he had nine 

hundred dollars prize-nlOney coming to hilTI from the ship. 

He was, therefore, placed in irons, and kept a prisoner on 

board some' time, and then sent to the well-known Dart

moor prison. He was exchanged, and shipped for France~ 

Shortly afterwards, he was taken and sent back to Dart

moor was exchanged a second time, and succeeded in 

reaching the United States. He soon joined the fleet on 

Lake Champlain, under M'Donough; was with him in the 
-

celebrated battle which gave honor ? to t.he American 

arms. fIe was wounded, but nCl'er received a pension. 

His father was in the battle of Bunker Hill, and his grand

father fought in the old 1-1'rench 'Var." 

JAMES DERHAl\I, originally a slave in Philadelphia, was 

transferred by his master to a physician, who gave him a 

subordinate employment as preparer-of drugs. During the 

American "Var, he was sold by this physician to a surgeon, 
" 

and by the surgeon to Robert D')ve, of New Orleans. 

Learned in the languages, he speaks \vith facility English, 

French and Spanish. In 1778, at the age of twenty-one, he 

hecame the Inost distinguished physician at New Orleans. 

-



, 

AMERICAN REYOLUTION. 
• • 

193 

" I conversed witl~ him on medicine," says Dr. Rush, " and 

found him very lea.rned. I thought I could give him infor-
• 

mation concerning the treatment of diseases, but I learned 

more from him than he could expect from me." 

WILLIArvI BURLEIGH was a soldier in the war of 1812, 

and fought in the battie of North Point. He \vas recognised 

by the proper authorities, and participated in the Anniver

sary of Veterans, celebrated at Philadelphia, Decernb,cr, 
• 

1853. "., 
, , . , 

, 

, 
..- . 

A digression from ·the 'In:ilitary services of colored· n~en to 
, 

those rendered voluntarily, .by 'the same despised and perse-

cuted class, in a time of pestilence, seerns to me warrant

able in this connection. 

In the autumn of 1793, the yenow. fever broke out in 

Philadelphia with peculiar malignity. "rhe insolent and 

. unnatural distinctions of caste were overturned, and the 
, 

• 

colored people were solicited, in the public papers, to corne 
, 

forward and assist the perishing sick. The same mouth 
, 

which had gloried against them in prosperity, in its over

,vhelming adversity implored their assistance. The colored 

people of Philadelphia nobly responded. The then Mayor, 

Matthew Clarkson, received their deputation with respect, 

and corolnended their course. They appointed ABSALOl\1 

JONEs·and VVILLIAl\l GRAY to superintend the opel'ations, the 

l\1ayor advertising the public that, by app1ying to them, 

aid. could be obtained. This took place about September. 

Soon afterwards, the sickness increased so dreadfully, 

17 , 

, 

, 

• 
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that it became next to impossible to remove the corpses. 

The colored people volunteered this painful and dangerous 

duty .. , did it exte.nsively, and hired help in doing it. Dr. 

Rush instructed the two superintendents in the proper pre

cautions and measures to be used. 

A sick white man crept to his chamber window, and en

treated the passers-by to bring him a drink of water. Seva 
, 

eral white men passed, but hurried on. A foreigner came 

up . paused ' was afraid to supply the help with his own 

hands, but stood and offered eight dollars to whomsoever 

would. At length, a poor black man appeared; he heard

stopped " ran for water· took it to the sick luan; and then 

stayed by to nurse him, steadily and mildly refusing all 

pecuniary compensation. 

SARAH Boss, a poor black widow, was active in voluntary , 

and benevolent services. 

A poor black man, named SAMPSON,) went constantly 

from hOllse to house, giving assistance every where gratui

tously, until he was seized with the fever and died. 

MARY SCOTT, a woman of color, attended 1\fr. Richard 

Mason and his son so kinuly and disinterestedly, that the 

widow, Mrs. R. Mason, settled an annuity of six pounds 

upon her for life. 

An elderly black nurse, going about mr diligently und 

affectionately, when asked what pay sh.... wished, used to 

say, " A dinner, massa, some cold winter's day." 

A young black woman was offered any price, if she would 

attend a white merchant and his wife. She would take no 

, 
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" Here, Sir,'" ans"rered a voice from the crowd, and a 
colored man came forth and took his seat in the jury-box. 

"I-Iere is some mistake~," said the Sheriff. 

"No mistake at all," -replied the juror. "Het'e is your 

sunlmons; my name has been regularly drawn; and it is on 

the jury list. 

The Judge interfered, " You may retire," s'aid he. 

" I'd rather not, Sir. I am willing to perform my duty.'" 

Here was a dilemma. There was nothing in the law to 
• 

exclude a colored man frOln the jury box, and the Court was 
-

at a loss what to do. At length, the juryman was chal-, 
• 

lenged by one of the parties, and had to leave the box. 

This is, perhnps, the only instance of such an error, 

though it might be supposed that it would be of frequent 

occurrence. 

The devotion an~ services of colored Pennsylvanians 

have been rewarded by the exclusion of fifty .. two thousand 

of their number from the ballot-box. An effort, however, 
• 

has been recently commenced for restoring to them the 

franchise, which, we trust, wiI) soon be successful. 

In a very neat1y 'printed pamphlet, prepared by a Com

mittee of the Colored Citizens of Philadelphia, asking for the 

same right of suffrage they enjoyed for forty-seven years 

prior to the adoption of the present Constitution, in 1838, it 

is stated, that they number 30,000 persons in Philadelphia; 

; that they possess $2,685,693 of real and personal estate; 

and have paid $9,766.42 for taxes during the past year, and 

$392,792.27 for house, water, and ground rent. 

• 
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CIIAPTER IX . 

• 

DELA'VARE. 

PP.INCEWHIPPL"E, 'rUE COLORED SOI,DIER AT THE CROSSING OF TH.E -
DELA'WAl'C.E PROSCRIPTIVE LAW. 

• 

IN the engravings of 'Vashington crossing the Delaware on 

the evening previous to the battle of .Trenton, Dec. 25, 
1779, a colored soldier is seen, on horseback, quitepromi

nent, near the Comrnander-in-Chief, the same figure that, 

in other sketches, is seen pulling the stroke our in that 

memorable crossing. This colored soldier was PRINCE 

W HIPPLE, body-guard to (}en. '''hipple, of New Hamp

shire, who was Aid to General 'Vashington. 

PRINCE WHIPPLE was born at Amabou, Africa, of com

parativdy wealthy parents. 'Vhen about ten years of age, 
. 

he was sent by them, in company with a cousin, to Amer-

ica, to be educated. An elder brother had returned four 

years before, and his parents were anxious that their other 

child should receive the same benefits. The captain who 

brought the two boys over proved a treacherous villain, 

and carried them to Baltimore, where he exposed them for 

sale, and they were both purchased by Portsmouth men, 

Prince falling to Gen. 'Vbipple. He was emancipated 

during the war, was .much esteelned, and was once entrusted 

• 
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had once absented himself, he might do so again, had him 

bound over in the sum of five hundred dollars to prosecute 
" 

the charge; but Mr. Garrett has not been troubled on the 

subject since . 
• 

I learn from Mr. Garrett that three' arrests have since 

been made in Newcastle county, but the law was so odious, 

that the magistrates, fearing their credit would be injured, 

released the Ulen on their own recognizance, and they left 

the State. Judge Booth states that a colored girl, in order 

to obtain better wages, left her parents in Sussex and 

crossed over to Jersey, where she relnained two years. 

Her mother was then taken ill, and she returned home to 

nurse her. After she died, before the funeral, some fiend 
-• 

in human shape informed against her. The magistrate 

issued the writ, and the constable served it before the corpse 

left the house. Such was the indignation of the neighbor

hood, however, slaveholders though they were, that the 

informer and constable wOl~ld have been mobbed if they 

had not desisted from their attempt. The girl remained at 

her father's house unmolested. 





• 
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to Saltillo, to assist the treacherous Canales in his .armed 

Federalist attempt against the l\'1exican Anti-Federalists. 

He betrayed his little band of Texan allies, but they and 

their gallant leader gave the united Federalists and the 

State Rights Mexican army two as thorough consecutive 

drubbings as they eve.r received, and then returned leisurely 

home without interruption. Black Tom was one of Jor

dan '8 men, and if he had little occasion or time to use his 
• 

• 

• • 

razor, he made up for it bya skilful handling 0f h·!s offen-

si\'e weapons. In 1842, Gen.vVoll invaded Texas with a 
• -

l\rlexican army, and got a good beating at the. battle of 
• • • 

Salado. Tom was in the midst of it, and was \vounded. 

He participated in several sub~equent conflicts with the 

Indians, fighting brav.ely as usual. He followed his' old 

1'exan comrades under Taylor's banner, and hurried along 

,vilh them into battle at Monterey. He 'yas also in the 

memorable struggle of Buena Vista. Black Tom then 

returned to Texas with the Kentucky volunteers, and after 
-

that, San Antonio' became his head-quarters. He was, of 

course; a genera! favorite, and lived like a lord; but the 
• 

wandering spirit that ten years in Texas had made second 

nature with him, would now and then break out, and Black 

Tom would be missing. 'rhe next thing heard of him, he 

was at a frontier .post, or far up in the Indian conntry ~ in 

the midst of danger. On the 15th of July, 1953, the body 

of a man was found two miles west of San Antonio. A 
. . coroner's inquest was held, and a verdict returned of' Came 

• 

. to his death from cause unknown.' The body was that of 

old Tom!" . 
• 

• 
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THOl\IAS HOLLEN, of Dorset county, :Maryland, was in 

the Revolutionary 'Var, attached to the regiment of Col. 

Charles Gouldsbury, and was wounded by a musket ball in 

the calf of his leg. He died in 1816, aged seventy-two, 

at the town of Blackwood, N. J., and was buried in the 

Snowhill church-yard, east of \Voodbury. He had an 

uncle who fought by his side in the st~me war. Rev. James 

I-lollen, of the African i\I. E. Church, is a nephew of 

Thomas Hollen. 
. 

J ORN :MOORE was skipper of the sloop Roebuck, one 

hundred and ten tons, which was captured in Chesapeake 

Bay, between .. Spry a.nd Poole's Islands, by the British 
.. ' 

seventy-four Dragon. He was placed on board the brig 

Bashaw, when, provoked by insolent treatment, he struck 

an officer with the tiller, for which he was detained in 
• 

prison at Halifax for eighteen months. ',The sloop and 
• 

cargo were confiscated. 

port, R. I. 

Mr. Moore now resides in New-
• 

BENJAMIN HANNEKER. 

BENJAl'IIIN BANNEKER was born in Baltimore county, 

near the village of Ellicott's :Mills, in the year 1732. I-Iis 

father was a native African, and his mother the child of 

natives of Africa; so that, to no admixture of the blood of 
• 

the white man was he indebted for his peculiar and extraor

dinary abilities. His father \vas a slave when he married; 

but his wife, who was a free woman, and possessed of great 

, 

.. 

• • 
• 

• 

• 
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energy and industry, very soon afterwards purchased his 

freedom. Banneker's mother was named :Morton before 
• 

her marriage, and belonged to a family remarkable for its 
• 

intelligencl.3. \Vhen upwards of seventy , she was still very 

active ;- and it is remembered of her, that at this advanced 
, 

age, she made nothing of catching her chickens, when want

ed, by running them do\vn. A np-phew of hers, Greenbury 
• 

l\tlorton, was a persoh of note, notwithstanding his complex-

ion. Prior to 1809, free people of color, possessed of ~ 

certain property qualification, voted in :Maryland. In that ' 

year, a law was passed, restr.icting the right of voting to free 
• 

white males. l\iorton was ignorant of the law till he of-

ff)red to vote at the polls in Baliimore county; and it is 

s.uid, that, when his vote was refQsed,he addressed the 
• 

crowd in a strain of pure nnd impassioned eloquence, which 
• 

kept the Qudience, that the election had: assembled,in 

breathless attention while he spoke. 

. \Vhen Benjamin was old enough, he was employed to as-
• 

sist his parents in their labor. This was at an early age, 

when his destiny seemed nothing better than that of n child 

of poor and ignorant free negroes, 'occupying a few acres of 

land, in a remote and· thinly. peopled .neighborhood ;a des-

tiny which, certainly, .at this day, is not Df very brilliant 

promise, .andwhich,ut the time 'in question, must have 

, been gloomy enough. In the intervals of toil, and when he 

was approaching, or had -attained, manhood~ he was sent to 

an obscure and distant cGuntry school, :which he attended 
~ 

until he had acquired a knowledge of reading and writing, 
, 

• 

• 

• , 

• 

• 
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and had ridvanced in arithmetic as far as Doubler Position. 
, . 

In all matters, beyond these rudiments of learning, he was 

his own instructol'. On leaving school, he was obliged to 

labor for years, almost uninterruptedly, for his support. 

But his memory being retentive, he lost nothing of the little 
. , 

education he had acquired. On the contrary, although ut-

terlydestitute of books, he amplified and improved his stock 

of arithmetical 'knowledge by the operation of' his mind 

alone. He was an acute observer of every thing that he 
~ , . '. ~ . 

saw, or, which took place around him in the natural world, 
, 

, 

and he sought with avidity information from all sources of 
" , 

what was going forward in society; so that he became 
• '. . . , 

gradually possessed of a fund of gen~ral knowledge which 

it was' difficult to find among those, even, who were fur 
• 

mote favored opportunity and circumstances than he was. 
, ' 

At first, his information was a subject of remark and won-

der among his' illiterate neighbors only; but, by cegrees, 

the reputation of it spread through a wide,.. circle; and Ben-
• 

jamin Banneker, still a young man, came to be thought of 

as one, who could not only perform all· the operations of 

mental arithmetic \vith extraordinary facility, but exercise a 

soubd and discriminating judgment upon men' and things. 

It was at this time, when he was about thirty years of age, 

that he contrived and made a clock, which proved an excel~ 
. 

. lent tinle-piece. He had seen a watch, but not a clock " 
'. . . . 

such an article not yet 'baYing found its way into the quiet 

and secluded valley in \vhich he lived. The watch was, 
. 

therefore, his model. It took him a good while to accom-

18 , 

-
• 

, 

, 
. -
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plish this feat; his great difficulty, as he often used to say, 

being to make the hour, minute, and second hands, cor-
• 

respond in their motions, But the clock was finished at last, 

and raised still higher the credit of Banneker in his neigh

borhood as an ing~nious man, as well as a good arithmetiCian~ 

As already stated, the basis of Banneker's arithmetical 
• 

knowledge was obtained from the school book in which he 
• • 

had advanced as far as Double Position; but, in 1787, Mr . 
• 

George Ellicott lent hinl Mayer's Tables., Ferg\lson's As-
• 

tronomy, and Leadbeater's .. Lunar Tables. lilong' with 

these books were some astronomical instruments. Mr. El

licott was accidentally preyented from giving Banneker any' 
• 

information as to the use of' either buoks or instruments at 
• 

the time he lent them; but, before he again met him, (and 

the interval was a brief one,) Banneker was independent of 
• 

any instruction, and was already absorbed in the contempla· .. 

. tion of the new wodd which was thus ope,ned to his view. 

From this time, the study of astronomy became the great 

object of his life, and, for n season; he almost disappeared 
• 

from the sight of his neighbors. 

Very soon after the possession of the books already men· 

tioned had drawn Banneker's attention to astronomy, he de

termined to compile an almanac, that being the most ramil-
• 

iar use that occurred tu him of the information he had ac-

quired. Of the labor of the worl{, few of those can form an 

estimate, who would at this day commence such a task 
, 

with all the assistance afforded by accurate tables and well-

digested rules. Banneker had no such aid; and it is nar-

• 

• • 

• 
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The moth·es alluded to by Goddard & Angell, in the 

extracts just quoted, of doing justice to,·the intellect pf the 

colored race, were a prominent object with Banneker him~ 

self; and the only occ&sions when he overstepped a mod

esty which was his peculiar characteristic, were, when he 

could, by so doing, " controvert tha long-established illiberal 

prejudice against the bJacks.~' \Ve. fiud him, iherefore, 

sonding a copy of his first aln~apac to Mr. Jefferson, the SeG

r~tary of State tlnder General \Vashington, with an excellent 

letter, to which Mr. Jefferson made the for/owing reply:-
• 

, 
" 

PUILADELPHIA, Aug. 31, 1791. 

Sm., ' I thank you t1incerely for your letter of the 19th instant, 
• 

and for the almanac it contained. Nobody wishes more than I do. 
• 

to see such proofs as you exhibit, that Nature has given to our black 
• 

brethren talents equal to those of the other colors of men, and that 
, 

the appearance of a want of thllm is owing only to the degraded 

condition of their existence, both ill Africa and ,America.' I can 
, 

add, with truth, that no one wishes more ardently to see a good 

system commenced for raising the condition, both of their body and 
• 

• 
mind, to what it ought to be, as fast as the imbecility of their pres-

, 

• 

ent existence, and other circumstances ''lhich cannot be neglected, 

will admit. I have taken the liberty of sending your almallac to 

~ronsieul' de Condorcet, Secretary of the Academy of Sciences" at . 
.. 

Paris, ancl members ofth2 Philanthropic Society, because I 90Dsid~ 
, 

ered it a document to which your whole color had a right, fortheir. 

justification against the doubts which have been entertained of 

them. I am, with gr~at esteem, sir, . 

Your most obedient servant, 

~!ll.. BE!Il'JA)IIN BAN~EKER, near Ellicott's 

Lower :Mills, BaJtimore county • 

• 

THO. JEFFERSON. 

-

• 

, 
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When he published his first almanac, Banneker was fifty

nine years old, and had high respect paid to hinl by all the 

scientific men of the country, as one whose coior did not 
• 

prevent his belonging to the same class, as far as intellect 

went, with themselves. After the adoption of the Constitu-
• 

tion in 1789, commissioners were appointed to run the lines 

of the District of Columbia, the ten miles square now occu

pied by the seat of government, and then called the" Fed· 

eral Territory." The commissioners invited Banneker to 

be present at the runnings, and treated hiln with milch con-

sideration. ... 

Banneker continued to calculate and publish his almanacs 
, 

• 

until 1802, and the folio already referred to and now before 

the society, contains the calculations clearly copied, and the 
• 

figul>es used by him in his work. The' hand .. writing, it will 

be seen, is very good, and remarkably distinct, having a prac- - . 

tised look, although evidently that of an old man, who 
, . 

makes his letters and figures slowly and careful1y. His 
• 

letter to Mr. Jefferson gives a very good idea of his style of 
, 

composition, and his ability as a writer. The title of the 
• 

almanac is here transcribed at length, as a matter of curious 
• 

• 

interest at this latter day .. If it claims little of the art and 

elegance and wit of the almanacs of Punch or of Hood, it 

is, nevertheless, considering its history, a far 

ing production. 
• 

• rnore surprls-
• 

"Benjamin Bannekers Pennsylvania, Delaware, Virginia, and 

Maryland Almanac and Ephemeris, for the year of our Lord 1792, 

being Bissextile or leap year, and the sixteenth year of American' 

18~ 

, 

• 

, , 
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• • • 
• • 

• 
• • • 

• • • • 
• • 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 

Iudcpcnllencc, which commenced July 4, 1776 :·''1-~~:~"t,!-;.L,?·iJlg the 
• 

motions of the SUll and 1tIoon, the tnlC l)laccs nn<l P'81':,~4.ts of the. 
• •• . . 

Planets, the rising and setting of the Sun! an.d the risiJ:g, setting, 
• • • 

• • 

undo southing, lliace amI age of the :Moon, &0. The IJunatioDs:? 
• •• 

• '. • J" 

Conjunctions, Eclipses, Judgment of the 'Vcather, Festival~,niS:d 
. ~ . . 

remarkable days.'· 
" 

• \ I 

• 
• 

In 1804~ Banneker died, in the seventy-second' year of his 

age, and hRs remains are deposited, without il stone to mal'k 
• 

, -
the spot, near the dwelling which he occupied during his 

life-time. 

During the whole of his long life, he lived respec.ably 
• 

and much esteemed by all who became acquainted with 

him, but more especially by those who could fully'appre • 
• 

ciata his genius and· the extent of his acquirements .. AI· 

though his mode of life was regular and extremely retired, 

living alone, having never married, cooking his own 

victuals and washing his own clothes, and scarcely ever be

ing abs-ent from home, yet there was nothing misanthrppic 

in his character; for a gentleman' who knew him thus speaks 

of him: ' "I recoiiect him weH. He 'vas a brave iooking, 

,pleasant'man, with something very noble in his appearance • 

His mind was evidently much engrossed in his calculations; 

but he was glad always to receive the visits which we often , 

paid .to him." Another of !vIr. Ellicott's correspondents 

writes as follows: . ",\Vhen I was a boy, I became very 

much interested in him, Banneker, as his manners were 

those of a perfect gentleman; kind, generous, hospitable, 

humane, dignified and pleasing, abounding in information 

on all the various subjects and incidents of the day; very 

• 

• 

• 
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• • 
• • 

• • • 
• • • • • • 

• , 

. : modest and 'Ulw.~jsuming, at\d delighting iR ;:~~!it,ty at his 
, 

• 

.I have seen him frequently. : .. His head was own houseo 
• 

• 

covered with a thick suit of white hair, which gave him a. 
• 

very venerable anu dignified appearance. Hi~ dress was 
• • 

uniformly of superfine drab broo.dcloth, made in the old 

style of a plain coat, with.1l straight collar and long waist. 
• • 

coat, and abroad .. brimme4 h~t. 'His color wa.s not jet black, 
• • . 

but decidedly negro, In~iie and personal appearance, the 
• • • 

. stt,ltue of Franklin, at th~ Library in Philadelphia, as seen 
.. 

• 
• 

from the street, is a pe,rfect Iike,lless· of him. " 
• • . . 

'. . 

The foregoing account of Mr. Uanneker is taken from !l 

Memoir read before t4e FIistorical Society oJ~' :fi.ff.lryiand, by 
• •• • • · . .. 

JOHN H. B. LATROBE~ which was undouhte'dlYpublished to 
. ',: (: 

serve the purposes~f the llm.~rican Colonization Society • 
• 

• 

Rev. JOHN T>RAYJlIOND, a. distinguished colm~ed Baptist 
• 

clergyman, issued an edition of the pamphlet, in the p:re-
• 

• 

face to which he says: = U I pave snatched it frorn their 
.. . , 

the Colonizationists foul purpose, in order to produce a 
• • • 

contrary effect. Our people are noYl too wise to be entan-

gled iu their meshes." 

• • 

• 
• 

• 

• 

-
FR~~'CES ELLEN 'VATKINS. 

• , 

• 

.. , . 
• • 

Marylanc:\ has. not only produced gifted colored men, 

but has contributed a fair proportion of women who have 

proved good their claim to equality. PRANCES "ELLEN 

\VATKINS, born in Baltimore, has coutendedwith a thousand 
• 

disadvantages fl'o~n ea,rly life, and ,though now a.. young 

woman, is actively engaged, on her own responsibility, as 
• 

.. 
• 

• • • , 

• 
• • • 

• 

, 
" 

.. 

• 
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• 
an Anti-Slavery lecturer in the Eastern States. She has 

published a small. volume of poems, which certainly are 

very creditable' to her, both in a literary and moral point of 

view, and indicate the possession of a talent, which, if care

fully cultivated, and properly encouraged, cannot fail to 

secure for herself a poetic reputation, and to deepen the 

lPterest already so extensively felt in the liberation and. ell",' 
... '. . . ' 

i~";aI)~hisement of the entire colored race. ' 
• • 

• 
, ". ' 

• 
• 

• , . -' .. 
• 

·'·.··1 :niilke the following brief extracts from her hook, which 
, . . 
• 

is 't~nthie~~ ." Poems and Miscellaneous Writings, by Frances 
• 

• • 

Ellen. Vfa tkins. ,., 
• 

• • 

• 

• 

• 
• 
• 

• 

ELIZA HARRIS. 
• • 

· . 

I Like u' fawn from the alTOW, startled and 'wild, 
• 

A WOrilttll swept by US~ beuring a child; '. 
'" · '," , 

In her :eye was the night of a settl~l despair, 
• • • , . 

And ht;:'!I brow was o'er-shaded with anguish and care. 
• • • • 

• 
She ,vas nearing the river, in r~lj,1Jhing the brink, 

• 

• • • 

She heeded no danger, she paused not to think! 

For she is a mother, her child is a slave,-

And she'll give him his freedom, or find him a grave! 

* * * * * 
But she's free! ' yes, free from the land where the sll'.ve 

From the hand of oppression must rest in the grave; 

'Vhcl'c bonclage and torture, where scourges and chains, 

IIave placedA on our banner indelible stains. 

The bloodhounds have missed the scent of her way; 
• 

The hunter is rifled and foiled of' his pre)" ; 

Fierce jargon and cursing, with clanking of chains, 

Make sounds of strange discord on Liberty's plains • 

• 

• 

• 
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With the rapture of love and fullness of bliss, 
, 

She placed on his brow a mother's fond : -, 
o h! poverty, (langer and death she can Lrave, 
For the child of her lov~ is no lODger a. lilave ! 

CHRISTIANITY. . . -' 

, 

213 

• 
, 
, , 
I 

Christianity is a system claiming God for its author and the wel-
, 

fare of man for its object. It is a system so uniform, exalted and 

pure, that the loftiest intellects have acknowledged its influence, 

and a.cquiesced in the justness of its claims. Genius has bent from 

his erratic course to gather fire from her altars, and patlios from 

the agony of Gethsemane and the sufierings of Calvary. Philoso

phy and science have paused amid their speculative researches and 
, 

, 

wondrous revelations, to gain wisdom from her teachings and 

knowledge from her precepts. Poetry has culled her fairest flow-
, 

era and wreathed her softest, to bind her Author's "bleeding brow ... • 
, 

Music has stl-ung her sweetest lyres and breathed her n'lblest 

strains to celebrate his fame; whilst Le~U'ning h,as bent fx-om her 
lofty heights to bow at the lowly cross: The constant friend of 

• 

man, she has staod by him in his honr of· greatest need. She has 

cheered the prisoner in his cell, and strengthened the martyr at the 

stake. She has nerved the frail and shrinking heart of woman for 

high and holy deeds. The worn and weary havf) rested their faint

ing heads upon, her bosom, and gathered strength from her words 
, 

and courage from her counsels. She has been the staff of decrepit 

age, and the joy of manhood in its strength. She has bent over the 

foun 'of lovely childhood, and suffered it to htwe a place in the 

Redeemer's arms. She has stood by the bed of the dying, and 
-

unveiled the glories of eternal life; gilding the darkness of the 

tomb with the glory of the reslll'rection. 

• 

• 

•• 
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CHAPTER X I . 
• 

• 

• 

VIRGINIA. 
• 

TUB LAST OF BRADDOCK'S }[EN FA'fRIOTIO SL}.VE GIl~L ' BE:SJA-
• 

• 

1i1J:N MORRI~ CONSISTENCY OF A REVOLUTIONARY HERO SIllON 

!..l:B ,,' !tIAJOR 1tUTCHELL'S SLAVE GENERAL WASHINGTON'S DE

SIRETO EMANC'U'ATE SLA.YES HON. A. P. UPSHUR'S TRIBUTE.TO 

D.\VID lUCK TRIBUTE TO WASHINGTON BY THE EMA.NCIPATED' , 
• 

AGED SLAVE OF WASHINGTON INSURRECTION AT SOUTHA..'\[-'?TON-

VIRGINIA. lUROONS IN THE DISlI[AL SWAMP. 

THE Lancaster Ohio Gazette, February, 1849, announces 
• 

the death, at that place, of SAnruEL JENKINS, a colored man, 

aged 115 years. He was a slave of Capt. Breadwater, in 

Fairfax county, Virgin'ia, in 1771, and participated in the 

memo:rub1e campaign of Gen. Braddock. . 

.ISHl'.IAEL TITUS says the Springfield Republican died in 
• 

"Yilliamstown, Mass., January 27th, 1855, at the extraordi. 

• nary age ·Qf 109 or 110 years. He was born a slave in 
.' . 

• • • • • 

. . ...• Virginic.~·Jfntl. when Gen. Braddock set out on his il1;.fated 
•• • •• • I • .' . . . '. ( 

• • • '. • 4 

expe4~~lo!i~ ;')lie master of Ishmael was employed by the 
, . 
1 _· . .. " .. 

Co[~u~.i~~~ry to transpol't subsistence stores for the army; 

anf.i,.'a~. the wagon was heavily loaded, an additional horse 

was added to the team, and the boy Ishmael was placed on 

this third horse as rider; and in that capacity, he followed 

the army to the scene of iJs disaster. Like most of the 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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.. 
slaves, he had no distinct knowledge of his age; but, j udg-

ing from his recollection of the event, and his own story, he 

must have been nine or ten years old at the time. His 
o • 

mental faculties were remarkably active for a person of his 

years, und after the lapse of nearly a century, he was wont 

to recount the striking impression made upon his young 
, 

mind by the red coats of the British soldiers; which he sup-
" o 

posed were" colored with blood," unfortunately too true 
• 1... • . . 
.- 4. .- -nsta'l..., -'e 

"0 111 UU;:S 1 1 ,~HC • 
, 

He ran away fronl his master, and went into the vicinity 
o 
• o 

of Springfield, Mass., about the close of the Revolution, and 

was then, apparently, thirty-eight or forty years of age. 
o 

His story hae always been consistent, and no one in that 
, 

place has ever ,doubted its correctness. His mind seemed 

more than 0 a match for his body, and physical infirmities 

crept upon him,' until he seemed to realize all" the evils 

which afflicted "Uncle Ned," and, like him, it is to he 
- 0 , 

hoped thal he has received his reward. 
, 

Hiranl \Vilson says that an extremely aged woman lives 

at the Grand River settlement, Canada, who was a slave 
o 

o • 

o 

of 1755. At the time of the Revolutionary War, she was 

employed in running bullets for the Americans. 
, 

Her patri-

otism was but miserably rewarded, for she was held as a 

slave till she was about eighty years of age, when she fled 

to Canada for freedom, where, under monarchical institu

tions and laws, she is protected in her old age. No one 

can reasonably rebuke her for the utterance of an earnest 
, 

" God save the ueen ! " -

--
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cot6fiEb ~AT~I6~"'OF-~HE 
• . ~ ... 

• -
• • , . 

The Legislatur~ of Virginia, in 1783;-emancipated seve-
. - . . . 

• 

ral slaves who had. fought in. the Revolutionary War, and 
. " . 

• . - ' 

the' example ~as followed by som~ individuals, who wished 
• • , . 

to exhibit a consistency of conducl rare even in those early 
, . 

• 

days of our country's history.· .The Baltimore-'-papers of 
. , 

Sept~mber 8th, 1790;make menticnof the : fact that' Hon • 
• 

General Gates, before taking ~is departure" with his iady, 
• • • 

for their new and eleg'dnt seat on the banks of the East 
. - . 

River, su'mmoned his numerous family'· and sraves about 
, 

, 

him, and, amidst their tears of affection and gratitude, gave 
, 

• • 

them their freedom; and, whafwas still better,nlade provi-
• • 

sion that their liberty should be a blessing to them. 
• • 

, 

Sometiines, for other than national services, the colored 
, . 

man's worth is appreciated QY men who claim the right to 
• 

, 

own their brothergmen, as is seen in the following clause 

from the Will of A. P. Upsher, a member of President 
. 

Tyler's Cabinet:.. , 
• 

" 3. I emancipate, and set free, my servant, DAVID RICH, an.d . 
• • 

direct my executors to give him one hundred dollars. I recom-

mend him, in the strongest manner,.to the respect, esteem ,and c,on-
, " 

• 

fidence of any community in which he may happen to live. He 
has been my slave for twenty-four years, during which time he has 

, 

been trusted to every extent, and in every respect. My cor.fidence . 
, 

in him has been unbounded; his relation to myself and family has 

always been such as to afford him daily opportunities to deceive 

and t.njure us, and yet he has neyer been detected in 8 serious fault, 

.or even in an intentional breach of the decorums of his station. -
His intelligence is of a high order, his integrity above all Buspicion, 

and his sense of right and propriety always correct, and' even deH-

. . 
• • 

• 
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cate and refined. I feel that he is justly entitled· to curry this cer

tificate from me into the new relations which he now must form. 

It is due to his long and most faithful serVices, and to the sincere 
• 

and steap,y friendship which I bear him. In the uninterrupted and 
. . ' 

confidential intercourse of twenty-four years, I have neyer given, ... 
• • 

nor had occasion to give him, an unpleasant word. I know no man 

who has fewer faults, or more excellencies, than he." 

Throughout this work will be found allusions to several 
• 

colored persons, bond and free, who were either servants or 

slaves of General ""Vashington, or through some other rela-
". . 

• 

lation, were led' to cherish grateful and pleasant mem-
• 

ories of the treatment they received from him. Some 
• 

he manumitted, others he specially rewarded for deeds of 
.' ...... I 

valor and integrity of conduct; and, though, he ,did. not 
• 

• • 

emancipate the majority of his own sla.ves until after. the 

decease of Lady Washington, there yet seemed a constant 
, 

. 

struggle of his better nature to do that which, neglected, 

has left 

--.. H Posterity's sad eye to run 
, 

Along one line, with slaves and'Vushillgton." 
,. 

, 

In a. letter written by General Washington to Tobias . . ., 
• 

, 

Lear, in Englv.nd, in 1794, he assigns the following reasons 

for empowering Mr. Lear to sell a portion of his landed 

estate: ---, , 

• 

"I hav~ no scruple in disclosing to you, that my motives to these 

sales are to reduce my income, be it more Qr less, to specialities,-
• • 

• 
~, , 

that the remainder of my dttys may thereby be more tranquil and 

19 

• 

, 

• 
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. , 

free from care, and that I may be enabled, knowing what my 

depen~enc~ is, to do as much good as my resources will admit; for 
, 

although, in the estimation of,) the world, I possess a g06d and clear 
• 

estate, yet so unproductive is it, that I am oftentimes ashamed to 

refuse aid which I cannot afford u,nless I seU part of it to answer 

this purpose. Besides th~sc, I have another motive, which makes 
• • 

• 

nle earnestly wish for these things it is, indeed, IDore powerful 

than all the rest ' namely, to liberate a certain apecies of property 
• 

which I possess, very repugnantly to my own feelings, but which 
, 

imperious nc<?essity compels, until I can substitute some other 
'. . 

E;}xpedicut by which expe'nscs not in my power to avoid, however 
• . , 

well disposed I may be to do it, can be defrayed." 
• , , 

• 

• 

. In Washington's Will, special provision is lnade. for his 

'" nlulatto man William, caning himself William Lee," 
• 

granting him his immediate freedom, an annuity of thirty 
• 

dollars during his naturnl life, or support, if he preferred 
• • 

(being incapable of walldng or any active employm~nt to 

relnain with the family. '" This I give him," says Washing--
ton, "as a testimony of illy sense of his attachment to me, 

and for his faithful services during the Revolutionary War." 

. The coiored soldiers, and others, whp were objects of his 

solicitude, were found North and South, wherever marched .' 

the Continental arrny. From among those in Virginia, the 
! 

few following cases have been preserved. , 
• 

. rrhe Detroit Tribune, August 10th, 1854, says: '." " 

" A short time since, we chronicled the death of a negro 
'" 

who had reached the venerable age of one hundred years . 
• 

It may not be known to many of our readers, that therf;; is 

now living, near this city, in the enjo~ment of good health 

" 

, . I 
, 

• , 
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and the frugal comforts of life, a negro, who is nearly, or 

quite, a century qJd;\ His nalne is BENJAMIN MORRIS, and he 
, 
• 

is residing on the Cbarles1\-loran farm, whe're he has a life 
• 

lease, and where . ., bv the aid of a few friends, he tills enough . -
. . ~ 

ence. His' life has been quite eventful. He was born at 
, . 

• • • 

Snowhill, in Virginia. . His nlaster's name was Bob Seo-
• 

field, us 'he says, using, probably, the familiar term by 

which he was kno\vn tl~roughc'\.1t the neighborhood in whieh 
, 
, 

he resided. He lived with Scofield unt.il after the Revol u" , 

'. ' 

Honary War. During the war, he was engaged to drive a 
, , , 

• 

baggage--wagon ; and so weU did his behavior please Gen- " 

eral \Vashington, who happened to notice, him, that his 

master, at the close of the ,war, gave him his freedom, at 

the request of that great and good man. His deed of man

umission he has now, ' of a truth, the' palladium of his lib .. 

erties' in this negro-hunting age and country. From Vir

ginia, Morris we,nt to Cuba, where he stayed but a short 

time, returning to this country and' settling at Louisville, 

Ky. Thence he came to Detroit, in time to witness the 

surrender of Hull, and the closing acts of the war of 1812 

upon the frontier. Since then, he has been engaged in ,labor 
• 

of various kinds, supporting himself and wife in comfortable 

circumstances. About three years ago, she died, and he 
, 

• 

has since lived alone in a little cottage on the l\loran farm. 

He is a rllember, we believe, of the First Baptist Church of 

this city, from the members of which he receives such little 
-

aids, from time to time, as he needs. He is still quite erect 
, 

• 

, 
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and vigorous, and able to labor, a good deal. lIe walks 

down to church nearly 'every Sabbath and i'eturns, a total 

distance of nearly six miles. "Ve trust the old man .is to 
• 

live many years yet in comfort and peace? to reap the re"; 

ward of his services to our country, small though they may 

have been, at a time when the w(3akest forces told on a 

country's destinies hanging in equipoi~e." . 

A correspondent of the Alexandria (D. C.) Gazette, writ

ing from Fairfax County, Va., November 14, 1835, says: -, -

"Upon a recent visit to the tonlb of" "Vashington, I was 
• 

much gratified by the alterations and improvements' around 
• It. Eleven colored men were industriously employed in 

" 

levelling the earth and turfing around the sepulchre. There 

was an earnest expression of feeling about thenl, that in-
.. 

uuced me to inquire if they helonged to the respected lady 
• 

of the mansion. They stated that they were a few of the 

many slaves freed by George \Vashillgton, and they had 

offered their services upon this last nlelancholy occasion; as 
the only return in their power to make to the remains of the 

man who had been nl0re thaI) a father to them'; and 

they should continue their labors so long as any thing should 

be pointed out for them to do. I was sO- interested in this 

conduct, that I inquired their several names, and the follow-

ing were given me: -Joseph 'Smith, Sambo Anderson, 

,\Villiam Anderson, his son, Berkley Clark, George Lear, 
• 

Dick Jasper, Morris Jasper, Levi Richardson, Joe Richard-

son, vV m. ~iuss, \V m. Hays, and Nancy Squander, cooking 

for the men. 
• 

, 

• 

• 

• 
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, That there were exceptions to this con1munity of grateful 

hearts may be learried from an incident mentioned by James 
, 

'r. vVoodbury, Esq., brother of Hon. Levi Woodhury, who, 
• 

when delivering lectures on the subject of slavery, not UQ-
, 

frequently adverts to the circumstances which first drew his 

attention to the subject. During his stay in the capital of 

the United States, he had a wish to visit the tomb of Wash-
, 

ington. He was attended by an aged negro, whose business 

it had been for many years to guide travellers to that conse-
, 

crated spot. This old man was formerly the slave of Gen-
• 

eral vVashington. Mr. Woodbury asked him if he had any 

children. " I have had a large family," he replied. "And 

are they living?" inquired the gentleman. 'rhe voice of 

the aged father trembled with emotion, and the tears started 

to his eyes, as he answered: " I don't know whether they 

are alive or dead. They were all sold away from m.e~ and 

I don't know what became of them. I am, alone in the 

world, without ~ child to bring me a cup of water in myoId 

age." -1\lr. Woodbury looked on the infirm and solitary be-
, 

ing w!th feelings of deep compassion. "And this," thought 

he, " is the fate of slaves, even when owned by so good a 

man as General 'Vashington! Who would not be an Abo .. 

litionist ? " , 

In October, 1854, there came to the house of Isaac and 

Amy Post, in Rochester, as if by instinct to those whose 

names are synonymous with aid and comfort tc all earth's 

suffering children, an aged colored man, leaning upon 

his stan, " his clothes poor and ragged, , who represented 

19 :I: 

, 

• 
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, 

himself as the son of General ,V ashington's serving man, 

and that he was fleeing to Canada. lVlrs .. A.ngelina J. Knox 
• 

says; in 'reference to this case: "He was born at Mt. 

Vernon, on the plantation on ',which the' father of our coun

try' had live'd. His father \'laS a servant of George 'Vash· 

ington. 'Years passed on; his heart pleaded' that its pulsa-
". 

tions might beat in a land of' freedom, and many atternpts 
• 

had he made, but in vain, to be free. Once he was taken 

in a rice swamp, where he had fled for refuge; the blood • 
• 

hounds scented him, and brought him back to his master. 
• • 

Major :Mitchell, of the United States army,- had burned into 
~ 

his forehead the letter M., that thus he might be identified 

as Mitchell's slave. I asked him if his master was a Chris-
, 

tian. To which he replied, with a satirical expression" , 

, Pious? I guess he was P)'ous! He Free ~Iason, too,

my last master 0, he biggest Christian! He 'Jpears pious. 

Ha! he big man he 'tempt shoot me, 'cause I won't take 

off coat, him to \~hip me. Gun all ready shoot me', I 

take off coat he get rope, tie me to hang rne ' I kitched 

him, pulled him do\vn, and ran away. Dat is de last of him 

I ever saw. I pretty tired sleeping in bush. I want to get 

to Canada dat's all I want. I want to see my boy -dare , 

dat is what I want. I want to get out dis country .. Dey , 

say dat money is dt;; root of aU evil; but I hab no money, 

and go pretty hungry sometimes. Colored folks sometimes 
, . 
• 

'tray us. Ye aint going to send me back~ are ye ?' Poor 
• 

" 

old man _. no! no! I will not send you back. But what is 

the Christianity of this republic doing, but sending you back 

, 

, 

• 

, 

, 

, 
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to bondage? '\\r'rhat would the Church do wi:h t his old 

nlan, with branded brow, ,vhe is now lool{ing with 11 dis

trustful eye upon every person with whom he meets? 0, 
• • • 

my country, with extended wings, would that thy protectiQ.u 
• 

. 

could overshadow the branded, bleeding fugitive! But, no! 
• - . 

• 

True is it, that if this fugitive should stand on the spot 

where 'Van'en fell should he clasp the lnonurnellt on 

Bunker's f-lillshould he flee to the home of John Han-
• 

cock even there, the slaveholder may claim him as his 
• 

chattel slave. Let us, then, shed no more tears at r he 10mb 

of \Vashington at ~lt. Vernon . let us no more boasC of 

·liberty . let us break evel'y yoke, and let the opprt:.'~~ed go 

free! " 
. 

SIl\-ION LEE, the:;grandfulher of \Villiarn 'Veils Brown, on 
• • 

his mother's si~e, was ~ slave in Virginia; and served in the 

War of the Revolqtion ; and, although honorubly disclJ.lrged 

with the other Virginia troops, at' the close 'of the Weir; he 

was sent back to his master, where he spent the I'I:'m.aillder 

of his life toiling on a tobacco plantation. Such is I he want 

of justice toward the colored American, that, after :-;erving 

in his country's struggles for freedom, he is do~mled to fi II 

the grave of a slave! . 
• , 

THE SOUTH'A)IPTON INSURRECTIOX. 

. -
• 

NATHANIEL TURNER was- born Oct. 2d, 1800. In his 

childhood, from some circumstances, his mother and others 

said, iu his presence, that he would surely be a prophet, as 
• • 

-. 

• - '. 

• 
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. .. 
the Lord had shown him things that happened "before' his 

birth. This remark made a deep impression upon his 

mind, and affected all his subsequent conduct. He learned 

to read with such facility, that he had no recollection what .. 

ever of learning the alphabet, and he grew up a prodigy 

reverenc~d among his fellows.. He was never addicted to 
.. 

, 

stealing, or known to have a dollar in his life, to swear an 
-

oath, or drink a drop of spirits. He studiously wrapped 

himself in mystery, and devoted his hours to fasting and 
, 

prayer, and communion with the -spirit. He had a vision, 
• 

and saw white spirits and black spirits engaged iu battle, 
, 

• 

and the sun was darkened, the thunder rolled in the heavens, 
" 

-

and blood flowed in streams, and he heard a voice, saying, 

"Such is your luck; such you are called to see; and 
, .. 

let it come rough or smooth, you must bear it." While 

laboring in the fields, he discovered' drops of blood on the 

corn, as though it were dew from heaven, and 6)und on the 

lea ves in the woods characters and numbers, with the forms 

of men, in different attitudes, portrayed in blood. 
, 

From his confession, I extract the following:' , 

"Aml ou the appearance of the sign, [the eclipse of the sun in 
, 

Febntal'Y, 1831,] I should arise and prepare rnyse1f, a.nd Blay my 

enemies with their own weapons. . • • I comlnunicated the 

great work I had to do to four in whom I had the greatest confi

dence, (IIenry, II ark , Nelson and Sam). It was intended by us to 

have begun the work of death on the 4th of July last." 
• 

, 

The Richmond Whig of October 31, 1831, in giving an 

aecount of' 'l'urner's capture, says" ," He is a shrewd, intel-

• 
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ligent fellow; he insists strongly upon the revelations which 

he received, as he understood them, ,urging him on and 
, , 

pointing to this enterprise. He denied that any except 

himself and five or six; others knew any thing' of it. , ~e " 

does riot hesitate to say that, even now, he thinks' he was 

right, and if his time were to go over again, he must neces~ 
, 

saril y act in the same way." ',.. ' " ' , 

A correspondent of the same paper says, ' "Nat ,had for 

some time thought closely on this subject, for I have in my 
, 

, 

possessiori some papers given up, hy his wife, under tlte lash." 

, "We·, learn," says the Petersburg IntelZigencer; ", that 

the fanatical murderer, Nat Turner, was executed, accol'd· 
, 

,ing to his sentence, at'Jerusalem, on Friday last, about one 

o'clock. He exhibited the utmost composure throughout ': 
, 

the whole ceremony, and although assured that he might', if 

he thought proper, address the immense crowd, ass~mbled 
, . 

on the occasion, declined availing, himself of the' privilege, 
" ' 

and told the Sheriff, in a firm voice, that he was ready. 
, 

1~ ot a limb nor a muscle was observed to move." , . • 

IT pwards of one hundred slaves were slaughtered ill ~ he 

Southampton tragedy, ... many of them in cold blood, while 
, ' 

walking in the streets, and, about sixty white persons. 

Some of ,the aIIeged conspirators had their noses and ears 
, 

cut off, the flesh of their cheeks cut out, their jaws broken 

asunder, 'and, in that condition, they were set up as marks 

to be shot at. The whites burnt one with red hDt irons, cut 
, -

off his ears and nose, stabbed him, cut his ham-strings, 

stuck him like a hog, and at last cut off his head, and 

spiked it to the whipping-post. ' 
, 

, , 

.' 





• 

• 

• 

AMERICAN UEVOLUTION. 227 

WASHINGTON, succeeded, after a slight struggle, in gaining 
.' 

• 

. . coolmand of the vessel. The sagacity, bravery and human-

• 

-

ity of this man do honor to his nallle; and, but for his com ... 

plexion, would excite universal admiration. Of the twelve 

white men elnployed on board the well-manned sluver, 
• 

only ona fell a victim to their atrocious business. This mao, 

after discharging his musket at the negroes, rushed forw~rd 

with a handspike; which,. in the darknes~ of the evening, 

they mistook for another musket; he was stabbed with a, 
• 

'bowie kn'~.fe wrested rom the captain. 'fwo of the sailors 

were wounded, and their wounds were dressed by . the ne ... 

grpes .. The captain was also injured, and he was put into 

the forehold, and his wounds dressed; and his wife, child 
• • • 

and niece were unmolested. It does not appear that the 
• 

blacks committed a single act of robbery, or treated their 

captives with the Islightest unnecessary harshness; and they 

declare~, at the tirne,. that all they had done was for their 

freedom. The vessel was carried into Nassau, and the 

British authorities at that place refused Jo consign the libe .. 

rated slaves again to bondage, or even to surrender the" mu .. 

tineers and murderers" to perish on Southern gibbets. 

• • 'TIlE VlliGINL\. ~IAROONS. * 

The great Dismal Swamp, which lies near the Eastern 
• 
• • 

shore of Virginia, and, conlmencing near Norfolk, stretches 

• From an artIcle in the ., Liberty Bell" for 1853, by ED){UND JACKSON • 

• 
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• 

quite into North Carolina, contains a large colony of ne-

groes,who originally obtained their freedom by the grace 
• 

• • 

of .God . and their own determined. energy, instead of the 
• • 

, 

. , . c()risenf·~f. iheirowners, or by the help of the Colonization 
, . 

, 
• 

Society., f.low long this colony has existed, what is' its 
• • , . ' . 

amount of p\.~puiation, what portion of the colonists are now 
. ' . . . . . . . '. . . 

fugitives, and what 'the desc~ridatit.$:()ffugitives~are· qucs .. 
• • • • • •• • 

• • 

tionsnot easily' deterrnined·;.':ndtcan\v:e:teadily. avail our- -. 
. .' . '. . ". . • •• • • • • . .. . . . . . .' . .. ... 

selves of·the better kno·\vled.ge :uIld~ubtedly·e.xisting in the 
• • • • •••• . . .' . . , . . 

• . . '. . 
. . . . .' '. . .' '. 

, 

• of those best enabled to gratify" our' curiosity :; to some ex-• • 

• 
" . . , 

• . . . : . . 

tent, at least to furnishing. any information whatever, lest it 
. , 

, . 

might be used by Abolitionists for their pu'rposes, as one 
• I. 

of thernfrankly -said when questioned -abol.lt the matter. 
, .' . 

Ncvertl1eless, some facts, or,at. least, an approximation to-
" '. 

wards the truth of theu1, are 'kn()\\;n respecting this, singular 
. . 

• . . .' . 

cO):ll~pni(y ,~f ,blacks, who have won their freedotrr,iuldes-, .. 
. ,. , .. ..... ~ .. ' . . . ~ - .., . . . 

: '. 'tablislied themseives securely in' the midst of the :'Iargest, " 
· . .' • •• •••• 

, .' slavehoiding" State of the South; for, from this -extensive' 
• •• , . ' · ',. - . . . 

· . Swamp; they are very seldom, if now' at all,reclaiined;.· . 
, . . 

I l , ' . . 

The chivalry of Virginia, soJar as I know, have neve'r yet 

ventured on a slave-hunt in the Dismal Swainp, nor is it, 
, 

probably, in the power of that State to capture or exp~l 
, 

these fugitives from it. This may appear extravagant; but 
, 

, . 

when it is known how, long a much less numerous band of 

Indians held the everglades of Florida agai~st the forces of 

the United States, and how much blood and treasure it cost 

to expel them finally, we may find a'· sufficient excuse for 

• 

• • 
• 

• 

• 
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the forbearance of the "Ancient Dominion" towards this 
, 

commJJnity of fugitives domiciliated in lh~ir midst. 

From the character of the population, it is reasonable to 

infer that the United States lVlarshal has never charged him\. 

self with the duty ot'taking tlJe census of the Swamp; and 

we can only estimate the amount of population, by such cir

cumstances as may serve to indicate it. Of these, perhaps 
• 

the trade existing between the city of Norfo!k and the 
" ' 

, ' 

, 

Swamp may furnish the best element of computation. This 

,trade between the Swamp merchants and the fugitives is 
, 

wholly contraband, and would subject the white participants 
. ' 

to fearful penalties, if they ,could only, he enforced; for, 

throughout the slave, States, it is an offence, by law, of the 

gravest character, to have any dealings whatever with 

runaway negroes. But, ,; You no catch 'em, you no hab 
• 

'em," is emphatically true in the Dismal Swamp, where 

trader and runaway' are alike beyond the reach of Virginia 
. . . -

, . 

law. ",An, intelligent merchant, of ileal' thirty years' business 
. . '" 

inNorfol1~,: has'J:!stimated the value of slave property lost in 
. . .' • • • • • . . . . . . . '. . . 

.. the Swamp, at 'ori~and it half million dollars. This city of 
, . '. . .' . ..: 

refuge" ir:t thffnjidsfof society, has endured from generation 
'. '. '. . . . ." . . . ". '. . . . 

to geiH}'rntioo;.and is likely to continue until slavery is abol-
. .' .. ." -, . 

, 

ished'thtOl~ghout the land. A curious anomoly this com .. 

munitJ7 certainly presents;, and its history and destiny are 

alike suggestive of curiosity and interest. 

That there are those at the South who desire the abolition 

of slavery, the following extract from a speech of P. A. 

20 
, 
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, Bolling, Esq., in the House of Delegates, in Virginia, 1832, 

will show:-, 

"Mr. Speaker, it is in vain for gentlemen to deny the 

fact, - the feelings of society are' fast becoming adverse to 

slavery. "rhe moral causes which producethat feeling are 

on the march! and will march on, until the groans of slavery 
• • 

are heard no more in this el~e happy land. Look over .this 

world's wide page! see the rapid progress of liberal feel-

ings! see the shackles falling from nations who have long 

writhed under the galling yoke of slavery! Liberty js go-
• iog over the whole earth, hand-in-hand with Christianity. 

, , "-. • 

The ancient tetnples of slavery, rendered venerable alone 
• • • 

by their antiquity, are crumbling into dust; ancient preju-

dices are fleeing before the light of truth," are dissipated 
• 

by its rays, as the idle vapor by the bright sun. The' noble 
• senhment-

• '. 

'" Then let us pray, that come it may, 

As come it will, for a' that, 

That man to man, the warld o'er, 

Shall brothers be, for a' that' 
• 

is rapidly spreading. Theday .. star of human liberty has 
• • 

risen above the dark horizon of slavery, and will~ontinue 
• 

its bright career until it smiles alike on all men." • 

The Richmond Enquirer advocates the erection of a 

lnonument to the memory of PETER FRANCISCO, a colored 

man, born a slave in Virginia, but emancipa~ed at the com-
• 

mencement of the Revolution. and enlisted as a soldier. , 

. He served all through the war, and was subsequently Ser

geant-at-Arms of the Virginia Legislature. 

'. 

• 

• 
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• 

• CHAP'TER XII . 
• 

NORTH CAROLINA. 

DAVID WALKER· JONATHAN OVER'fON- . DELPH WILLIA~rSON OBO. 

)1. lIOU,TON. 

DAVID "",TALKER was born in vVilmington,. North Carolina. 
, 

September 28, 1785. His mother was a free woman, 
• 

• 

but his father was a slave. 
• 

flis innate hutred to siu very 

was early developed. "Vhen yet a boy, he declared that 
• 

the slave holding South was, not the place for him, and, re .. 
. ' 

ceiving his mother's blessing, he turned his back ~pon 
• • , 

North Carolina, and, after many trials, reached B6ston, 
• 

Mass., whel·e he took up his permanent residence. 

He applied himself to study, in order to contribute some .. 

thing to wthe cause of humanity. In 1827, he entered into 

the "clothing business, in Brattle street; married in 1828; 

and in 1829, published his" ApPEAL," w.hich, as flonry H. 

Garnet truly says, "produced more commotion among 

slaveholders than any volume of its size that was ever 

issued from the American press. They SaW. that it was a 

bold attack upon their idolatry, and that, too, by a black 

man, who once lived among them. It was merely a smooth 

stone which this David took up, yet it terrified a host of 

Goliahs. The Governor of Georgia wrote to the .Hon. 

Harrison Gray Otls~ then l\1ayor of Boston, requcstillg him 

• 

• 
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to suppress the "Appeat" His Honor replied to the 

Southern censor, that he had no power nor disposition to 

-hinder Mr. Walker fronl pursuing a lawful .course in the .. 

. utterance of his thoughts.'" 
, 

l\:lr. Walker died in Bridge street, in 1830, aged thirty .. 

four. His son, Edward Garrison Walker, now resides in 
• 

Charlestown, Mass., with his mother, Mrs. Dewson. Mr • 
• 

Walker was a faithful member of the Methodist Church in 
• 

Boston, whose pastor was the venerable Father Sno\vden • 
• 

JONATHAN OVERTON, says the Edenton Whig,' a col-

ored man, and' a soldier t)f the Revolution, died at this' 

place, at the advanced age of ,.·1e hundred and one 

years. The deceased served under Washington, and· was 
• 

at the battle of Yorktown, besides other less important en:· 
. -• 

gagements. He was deservedly held in great respect by - • 

our citizens ; for, apart from the feeling of veneration which 

every American must· entertain for the scanty remnant of 

Revolutional<Y 'heroes, of which death is fast depriving us, 
-

the deceased was personaIly worthy of the esteem. and con-
• 

sideration of our community. He has lived among us lon-

ger than the ordinary period allotted to human life, and ale 

ways sustained a character for honesty, industry, and integ

rity. It is flot always that the eulogies 'or epitaphs of per

sons, in much more exalted positions than his, contain so 

much truth as· does this brief tribute to the humble and patri

otic negro. \Ve learn that several gentleinen have made 

arrangements to have the. burial accornpanied by every 

ma-rk of respect. 

, 
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The Wilmington Journal states that there is an old negro 

in the county of Sampson, belonging to a 1\lr. Williamson, 

., who was one hundred and fourteen years old on the la~t 

" 

• 

• 

Fourth of July_ He has been recentIy visited by a corre-

spondent of the JournaL, who states that he found him cheer

ful and in fine health, and busily engaged in making him-
• • • 

" --
self a pair of pants. without. spectacles' he heing a tailor 

-
by trade. His first master, Archibald, BeIl~ died about 

• 

ninety-eight years. ,1g0, at which time Delph was thirteen 
. , 

years of age. He remembers seeing Lord Cornwallis and 
• 

his army, as weH as other' persons and things of note in 

those early days. 'lIe' was taken prisoner near the resi-

dence of \Villiam Fryer. He saw the 'Tories kill John 
, 

Thompson he Thompson lingering sorne three' days. 

'the old fellow lives by himself, not another soul being near 

him. He isn sort of doctor, and .travels as much as fifty 
. , 

miles to see sick 'persons, and many, persons visit him for 

medicai aid. He cooks, washes, milk~, and makes- his own . -

clothes, in a very independent manner. He is four feet 

high, and weighs one hundred and five pounds. His pres-
, 

ent owner, Mr. 'Villiamson, is' seventy-four, and therefore 
-

an old man to the rest of the world, but quite a youth in 

comparison to Delph. There is little reason for doubting 

the old negro's age, of which he hilnself is confident, be

siaes having been known in Sampson from time imlnemorial 

almost. ' ." -

The following is a portion of an "Explanation" which 

prefaces a volume of poems by GEORGE M. HORTON, a 
20~ 

I 

• 

" 

, .. 
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on poetry, such as he could procure, this being the species 

of composition most interesting to him. It is thought best 
• 

to print his productions without correction, that the mind-. of 

the reader may be in n() uncertainty as to the originality 
• • 

and genuineness of every part. We shall conclude this ac-

count of George, with an assurance that he has ever been a 

faithful, honest and industrious slave. That his heart has 
• 

felt deeply and sensitively in this lowest possible condition 

of human nature, will easily be believed, and is impressively 

-confirmed by one of his stanzas " . 

-

• 
• 

• 

" C(Jme, melting Pity, from afar, 
• 

And·break this vast enOlmous bar, 

Betweer. a wretch and thee; 

Purchase a few short days of time, 

And bid a vassal soar sublime, 

On wings of Liborty." 

RALEIGH, July 2, 1829. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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.' 
• CHAPTER X I I I . 

SOUTH CAROLINA. • 

• 

llO~. CHARLES PIXCKXEY'S TESTDlONY CAPTAIN 'WILLIAMSON -" 

SALE OF A REVOLUTIONARY SOLDIER SLAVES FREED :BY TUE 
• 

• • 

LEGISLATUltE . VETERAN OF FORT MOULTltIE JEHU JONES-

MANUEL PEREIRA . JOHN PAUL CmlPLEXIONAL BARRIF.US ItE

VOLT OF 1738 THE BLACK SAXONS DEX)IARK VEAZIE'S INSUlt-
• 

. 

RECTION IN 1822· WILLIAM G. NETAL • 
• 

• • 

THE celebrated Charles Pinckney, of South Carolina, in his 
• 

speech on. the Missouri question, and in defence .of the 

slave repre~entation of the South, made the following ad-
• • mISSIons: -

• 

H At the commencement of our Revolutionary struggle 
• 

with Great Britain, all the States had this class of people . 
.. 

The New England States had numbers of them; the North-
• 

. ern and l\liddle States had still more, although less than the 

Southern. They all entered into the gr8ut contest with 

similar views. Like brethren, they contended for the bene

fit pf the whole, leaving to·each the right to pursue its hap

piness in its own way. They thus nobly toiled and bled 

together, really like brethren. And it is a retnarkable fact, 
.. 

that, notwithstanding, in the course of the Revolution, the 

Southern States were continually overrun by the British, 
• 

and every negro in them had an opportunity of running 

• 



, 

AMERICAN REVOLUTION. 237 

away, yet few did. They then were, as they still are, as 

valuable a part of our population ,to the Union as any other 

equal number of inhabitants. They Were in numerous . ..in-
•• 

stances the pioneers, and in all, the laborers of your armies . 
• 

To their hands were owing the erection of the greatest part 
• 

of the fortifications raised for the protection of our country. 

Fort Moultrie gave, at an early period of the inexperience 

and untried valor of our citizens, immortality to .American ., 

arms. And in the Northern States, numerous bodies of 

them were enrolled, and fought, side-by-side with the whites, 

the battles of the Revol ution."· . 

'fhe Charleston Standard and Mercury, of July, 1854 

furnishes these facts: --.. -

"CAPTAIN WILLIAl\ISON, a free Inan of color, died in this· 

city, on Priday, the 7th instant, at the extraordinary age of 

one hundred and thirteen years. He was a native of Saint 

Paul's Parish, and came" out of the estate of Mr. "\Villiam . 

'\Villiamson,a successful merchant of Charleston. Out of 
. 

this estate, also, came' Good Old Jacob,' who died a few 
• 

months since., at the age of one hundred and two years, and 

whose death was noticed in our papers. When Jacob's 

obituary notice was read to the Captain,' 'Vhy,' said the 

old man, ' I used to carry him about in myarnls when he 

'was a child.' 

"~Ir. Williamson, before the Revolution, had removed to 

his country seat near Wallis Bridge, about fifteen miles 

1rom Charleston. There CAPTAIN WILLIAltfSON had charge 

of his master's large garden of fifty acres, with its fish-pond, 
, 



, 

, 
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shrnbbery~ and splendid collection of native and exotic 

plants. The Captain was always a faith(ul servant, devoted 
, 

• • 

to the service of his "master, and afterwards to his inistress, ' 
, . 

who went to England, and there died. She left him free, 
.. 

together with his children. Of these he had fourtee'n, of 

whom only one survives. For many years, he superintend-
• , 

ed the farms and gardens of. several persons on Charleston , 

Neck. H~ was remarkably intelligent and faithful, and was 

universaliy respected by his employel's and their neighbors. 
, 

During the war of the Revolution, he assisted in throwing 

up the lines for the defence of the city, and was an ardent 

lover of his country. In further proof of which, we refer to 

Dr. Johnson's reminiscences of the Revolution, where the 
, ' 

Captain received honorable notice. There~ amongst other 

instances of his fidelity, it is recorded that, during the 

troublesome times following the Revolution, he brought his 

mistress a large sum of money due to her for rent, froln 

the Sister's ferry; on the Savannah. For this, he was re

warded by her with' a set of silver waistcoat buttons, which 
• 

he 'kept and exhibited with 'commendabie pride' to his 

visitors of the present generation. By his industry, he ~c

cunlulated a sufficiency for the comfortable support of hinl

self and his wife, who survives him, and is upw,ards of 

eighty years of age. For upwards of fifty years, he has 

been a humble and consistent lnember of the Circular 
• 

Church. He was charitable and kind' to the poor, and 

willing to assist in every benevolent object. He was highly 

esteemed by the whites, and respected by his own color, by 
, 

, 
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• 

luernbers of both of whom he WU$ followed to his last rest-

ing place, on Satutduy evening." 
• 

The following interesting account of the trial and ~x-
• 

• 

ecution of a colored man, said to have he en one of the cle-
• 

fenders of Fort Mou1tri~, which took place at Charleston 

in the year 1817, must. excite the feelings of every 
• • 

benevolent heart against the ruthless prej udices engendered 

by the foul and leporous stain of slavery." A man belong

ing to a merchant ship having died, apparently in conse

quence of poison being mixed with the dinner served up to 
> 

the ship'S company, the cook and cahin boy were suspected; 

because they were, on account of their occupations, the only 

persons on board who did not partake of the mess, the 

effects of which appeared the rnoment it was tasted. 

As the offence was committed on the high seas, the cook, 

though a negro, became entitled to a jury, and, with the 

cabin boy, was put upon his trial. The boy, who was a 

fine-looking lad, was readily acquitted. The man was then 

tried. He was of low stature? ill-shapen, and with a strongly

rnal'l<ed and repulsive countenance. 'fhe evidence against 

him was· " first, that he was cook, ano, therefore, who elso 

could have poisoned the mess? It was, however, overlooked, 

that two of the crew hud absconded since the ship came 

into port. Secondly, he had been heard to utter expressions 

of ill-humor before he went on board. That part of the 
, 

testimony Was'i indeed, suppressed, which went to explain 

these expressions. The real proof, no doubt, was written 

in the color of his skin, and in the harsh and rugged lines 

of his face. lIe was found guilty . 

• 

• 

, 
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• 

unworthy of a compari!wn with the sage of ... ~thens. The 

latter occupied an exalted station in the public eye. Al

though persecuted, even unto death and ignQininy, by a band 

of triumphant and ruthless despots, he was surrounded in 

his lust moments by his faithful friends and disciples, to 
, 

whose talents and affection oe might safely trust the vindica- . 
, 

tion of his fame, and the unsullied purity of his memory. 

H.(} felt that the hour of hIs glory must come, and that it 
• 

would not pass uway. The negro had none of the~e aids; 

he was a man friendless and despised; the sympathies of 

soicety were locked up against him; he was to suffer for an 

odious crime by an ignominious death; the consciousness of 
, 

his innocence was confined to his own bosom, there, prob-

ably" to sleep for ever; to the rest of manldnd he was a 

wretched criminal an object, perhaps, of contempt and de

testation, even to the guilty companions of his prison-house. 
• 

He had no philosophy with which to I'eason down the natural 

n:tisgivings which may be supposed to precede a violent and 

ignominious dissolution of life; he could mal<e no appeal to 

posterity to reverse an unjust judgment. To have borne all 

this pntiently would have been much; he bore it as a hero 
• 

and a Christian. , 

I-Iaving ended his discourse, he was conducted to the 

scaffold, where, having calmly viewed the crowd collected 
• 

V) witness his fate) he requested leave to address them . 
• 

Obiafning permission, he stepped firmly to the edge of the 

scaffold, and, having commanded silence by his gestures,-
• 

44 Y Oll arc come,'" said he," to be spectators of my suffer-

-

, 
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ings ; you are mistaken; there is not a person in this crowd 

but suffers 010re than I do. I am cheerful and contented; 

for I am innocent." He ,then observed, that he truly forgave, 

all those who had taken any part in his condemnation, and 

believed that they acted conscientiously, frOln the evidence 

before them, and disclaimed all idea of imputing guilt to 

anyone. ' 1-Ie then turned to his counsel, who, with feelings 

which honored humanity, had atten(led him to the scaffold. 

" T S""d h "I . - d t ~ I fl' d o you, If, Sal .e, am,mdee, most gra elU • a 
, 

you been my son, you could not have acted hy me more 

kindly; " and observing his tears, he continued., " This, 

Sir, distresses me beyond any thing I have felt yet. I en

treat that you will feel no distress on my account~ I am 

happy." Then, praying Heaven to reward his benevolence, 

he took leave of hirn, and signified his readiness to die; but 

requested that' he might be excused from having his eyes 

bandaged, wishing, with an excusable pride, to give this last 

proof of the unshaken firmness with which innocence can 

meet death. I-:le, however, subnlitted, on this point, to the 

representations of the Sheriff, and expired without the quiv

ering of a l11usc1.e.* 
, 

Rev. Theodore Parker gives the following anecdote of 

a l\'fassachusetts sea-captain. He commanded a small 
• 

brig, which plied between Carolina and the Gulf States. 

"One day, at Charleston," said he, "a man came and 

brought to me an old negro slave. He was very old, and 

had fought in the Revolution, and been very distinguished 

* American Anecdotes. 
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for bravery and other soldierly qua'lities. If he had not 

been a negro, he would have become a Captain, at least, 

perhaps a Colonel. But, in his old age, his master fouud 

no use for him, and said' that he could not afford to keep 
- , . 

him. I-Ie asked me to take the Revolutionary 'solulter, and 
. 

carry him South and sell him. I carried him," said the 
, -
mao, '" to lV[obile, and tried to get as good and kind a mas-

• 

tel' for him as I could, for I did n't like to sell a man that -
had fought for his country. I sold the old Revolul/onary 

sold·ier ora hundred dollars to a citizen of J.WobUe~· who 
v 

raised poultry, and he set him to attend a hen-coop." I 
-, -

suppose the South Carolina 'master drew the pension till the 
• 

soldier died. "\Vhy did you do such a thing? " said my 

friend, who was an Anti-Slavery man. "If I did n'tdo it," 

he replied, Co' I never could get a bale of cotton, nor a box of 

sugar, nor any thing, to carry from or to any Southern port." 

JEHU JONES was proprietor of a celebrated hotel in the 

city of Charleston, situated on Broad street, next to the 
• 

al'istocl"utic St. l\1ichael's church, one of the most public 

places in the city. He ~vas a fine, portly looking man, 

active, enterprising, intelligent, honest to the letter, one 
-

whose integrity and responsibility were never doubted. lIe 

lived in every way like a white mc,n. His house was 

unquestionably the best in the city, anf! had a wicIe-~pread 
• 

reputation. Few.persons of note ever visited Charleston 

without putting up at Jones's, where they found not only 

the comforts of a private house, but a table spread with 

every luxury the country afforded. 

• 



• 

. ' 

-

AMERICAN REVOLUTION. 245 

, . 
l\1r. Jones maintained the popularity of his house many 

• 

years, rearing a beautiful, intelligent and interesting family, 

and accutTIulating forty thousand dollars or more. q:'he 
, 

most interesting portion of his family were three daughters, 

the eldest of whom rnarried R gentleman who subsequently 

remove1. to New York, where he engaged in a respectable 

and lucrative business. 

IVI1'. Jones often exerted his influence and contributed his 

means to redeem persons_Jrom slavery. For several years, 
, 

he carried on .,an extensive fashionabie tailoring establish-

ment, and among his customers were the wealthiest citizens 
, 

of Charleston. He had a large number of apprentices, 

among whom was my father, William G. Nell, who 
• 

served seven years and six months. 

Jehu, a son of 1\'lr. Jones, visited the North, and was not 
• 

allowed to return home. ~rhe details of this case aro sim

ilar to hundreds of others, and pl~~ve that the right of loco

motion is denied in the South to ree colored persons frorn 

the North, evel1 though they are native-born Southerners. 

'The following extract from South Carolina State Documents 

is conclusive evidence on this point:· = 

• 

• 

" Our first and great object is~ to prevent tlze interclta??ge qf senti-
• 

ment between our domestic, negroes, 'lVlwtlter bond or free, and }legroe9 

'who 'reside abroad, or 'Who have left ow' State. To do this, it becomes 

imperative to establish a law j1}'ohibitin.f/ free negroes from coming into 

tlte State, and tltOsein tlw State from golng, 'Under penctlty of impds~ 

onment anclfine if they '}'etu'rn." , ...... 

21* 

-
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States. 

, , , 
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COLORED PATRIOTS OF THE 

principle stril\es down the rights of citizens of other 
, ~ 

Though free-born myself, and unable to trace my 

genealogy back to slavery, yet I am prohibited from visiting 
, , 

my fathe'r's relatives in a. Southern city, except at the risk 

of pains and penalties. \Vhy should not my rights us a 
• 

citizen of the Olt~ Bay State be as sacred under the Pal-

mettoBanner as those of any other man, white though he be? 

Colored seamen from the free States, and also from the 

British dominions and elsewhere, continue to be r.emo'Ved 
• 

from vessels and imprisoned, though for many years efforts 

have been put forth by the several powers to abolish the 
• • restrlCtIon. 

Complexional distinctions, growing out of the instltution 
• 

of slavery, exist., to a great and unhappy extent, even among 

colored people; and as the Jews and Samaritans of Scrip

ture had no dealings one \vith- another, so in Charleston, as 

in many other Southern cities, social intercourse and inter

marriages occur only as exceptions among the two promi-
• 

nent ·3hades of complexion. In l~lO, a Society was in 
• 

opera.tion in the city of Charleston, of whi9h my father 

was a member, composed~ us set fOfth in its Constitution, of 
, . 

" free brown men only." Its obj~cts were benevolent; iis 

name, the Humane and Friendly Society; but yet, at the 
• • • • . ' 

dictation of the spirit of pro-slavery, it was thoroughly pro-

scriptive in its character. l-'his tree of caste, though rooted 

in the South, shades 111any' cities of the Nor~h with its ban~-
• 

fui branches; but, through the dissemination of more liberal 

principles, its influence daily diminishes. 
• 

• 

• 

• 
• , 

I 

'. 

• 



-

• 

-A )1 E H I 0 .A. N REV 0 L U '1' 10 :N' • 247 

TIlE BLACK SAXONS. '* • 

, 
• 

; Mr. Duncan, a rich slaveholder in South Carolina, was 
• 

one evening indulging in a reverie after reading the I-~istory 

of the Norman Conquest, when a dark mulatto opened the 

, door, and, making a servile reverence, said, in wheedling 

tones, "'Vould massa be so good as to giv' a pass to go to 

• 

• 

lViethodistmeeting?'" Being an indulgent master, he granted 

the. permission. to him an~ several others, only bidding 
• 

~hem not to stHy out all night. Some time after, when no 

response was heard to his repeated bell-ringing, it. occurred 

to him that he had given everyone of his slaves a pass to 
• 

go to the Methodist tueeting. This was instantly followed 
• 

by the remembrance, that the same thing had occurred a -. . 

few days before. I-laving purchased a complete suit of ne-
• 

gro clothes, and a black mask weli-fitted' to his face, he 

a\vuitecl the next request fot' a pass to a .Met hodist meeting, 

when, assuming the disguise, he hurried after the party. 

And here, in this lone sanctuary of NutUl'e~s primev..al ma

jesty, were assembled many hund reds of swart figures, 

some seated in thoughtful attitudes, others scattered in moy-
.' 
• 

ing groups, eagerly talking together. fIe observed that -. 
• 

each one, as he entered, prostrated himself till his forehead 

touched the ground, and rising, placed his finger on his 

mouth. Imitating this signal, he passed in w~.th the throng, 
• 

and seated himself behind the glare of the torches. For 

It- From thf.l writings of LYDIA )fAlUA CHILD. 
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some time, he could make out no connected meaning amid 
• 

the confused buzz of voices, and half-suppressed snatches 

of songs. But, at last, a tall man mounted the stump of a 
-

decayed tree, nearly in the centre of the area, and requested 

silence. 

"'Vhen we had our last Ineeting," said he," I suppose 

most all of you know, that we all concl uded it was best for 
• 

to join the British, if so be we could get a good chance. Bu~ 

we did n't all agree about OUt' masters. Some thought we 
• 

should never be able to keep au" freedom, without we killed 

our masters in the first ploee; others did n't like the thoughts 

of that; so w_e agl'eed to hu ve (I tnther meeting to talk 

about it. And now, boys, if the British land here in Caroli

ny, what shall \ve do with au r masters? " 

fIe stepped down, and a tall, sinewy mulatto stepped into 
" 

his place, exclaiming, with fierce gestures," Ravish wives 

and daughters before their eyes, as ,they have done to us. 
, 

I-Iunt thern with hounds, as they have hunted us. Shoot 

them down with rifles, as the V have shot us. Throw their 
'" 

carcasses to the ,crows, they have fattened on ou.r bones; 
• • 

and then let the Devil take them where they never rake u.p 

fire 0' nights. 'Vha talks of mercy to our masters? " 

"I do," said an aged black man, who rose up before tile 

fiery youth, tottering t~S he leaned both hands on an oaken 

staff. "1 do, because the blessed Jeslls always talked of 

mercy. I know we have been fed like hogs, and shot ut like 

wild beasts. Myself found the body of my like]ies~t boy under 

the tree where buckra rifles reached him. But, thanks to 
, 





• 

• 
• • 

• 

250 COL 0 R E 17 PAT RIO T S 0 F '1' H E 

• 

In the midst of the confusion, an athletic, gracefully-pro .. 

portioned young man sprang upon the stump, and, throw

ing off, his coarse cotton garment, slowly turned round and 
• 

round before the assembled multitude .. -:, Immediately, all 

was hushed; for the light of a dozen torches, eagerly held 

up by fierce, revengeful comrades, showed his back and 

shoulders deeply gashed Ly the whip, and still oozing with 
• • 

blood. In the midst of that deep silence, he stopped ab-

ruptly, and with stern brevity exclaimed, "Boys! shall we 

not murder our masters? " 

" \Vould you murder all ?" inquired a tinlid vo;ce at his 
, 

right hand. " They do n't all cruellize their slaves." 

" There's Mr. Campbell," pleaded another; "he never 

had one of his boys flogged in his life. You would n't 

lnul'der him, wouid you?" 

"0, no, no, no," shouted many voices; "we would n't 

murder Mr. Campbell. He's always good to colored 

folks. " • 

"And I would n't murder my master," said one of IVI1'. 
Duncan's slaves, "and I'd fight any body that set out to 

, 

n1urder him. I an't a going to work for hirn for nothing any 

longer, if I can help it; but he shan't be luurdered, for he's 

a good lnaster." 

" Call him a good master, if ye like! H s,aid the bleeding 

youth, with a bitter sneer in his look and tone. "I curse 

the word. The white men tell us God made them our 

n1asters; I say, it was the DeviL 'Vhen they don't cut up 

the backs that bear their burdens, when they throw us 
, 

• 
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of the meek and blessed J esus~ and the docility of African 

temperament responded to his gentle words. 

After various scenes of fiery indignation, gentle expostu

"{ation, and boisterous mirth, it was finally decided, by a 

considerable majority, that in case the British landed, they 

would take, their freedom without rnurdering their masters; 
• 

• 

not -a fe\v, however, went away in wrathful mood, muttering 

curses deep. . 
• 

\Vith thankfulness to I-leaven, Mr. Duncan again found 

himself in the open field, alone with the stars. Their glori-

ous beauty seemed to him, that night, clothed in new and 

awful power. Groups of shrubbery took to themselves 

startling forms; and the sound of the wind among the trees 

was like the unsheathing of swords. Again he recurred to 

Saxon history, and remembered how he had thought that 

troubled n1ust be the sleep of those who rule a conquered 

people. 

"And these Robin . floods and 'Vat "rylers wero my 

Suxon ancestors," thought he. "\Vho shull so balance 

effects and causes, as to decide what portion of my present 

freedom sprung from their seemingly defeated efforts? 

"Vas the place I saw to-night, in such wild and fearful beau

ty, like the hallnts of the Saxon Robin Hoods? 'Vas not -
the spirit that gleamed forth there as brave as theirs? And 

-
who shall calculate what even such hopeless endeavors may 

, 

do for the future freedom of their race? " 

These cogitations did not, so far as I ever heard, lead to 

the emancipation of his bondmen; but they did prevent his 
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revealing a secret, which would have brought hundreds to 
• 

an immediate and violent death. After a painful coi'lflict 
• 

between contending feelings and duties, he contented him-

self. with advising the ll"mgistrates to forbid all meetings 

whatsoever among colored people, until the war was ended. 

He visited Boston severa. years after, and told the story 

to a gentleman, who often repeated it in the circle of his 

friends. In brief outline it reached my ears. I have adopt

ed fictitious names, because I have forgotten the real ones . 
• 

PROJECTED INSURRECTION IN CHARLESTON. 

Dnrhlg the Revolutionary :\-Var, Captain Veazie, of 

. Charleston, was engaged in supplying the French in St • 
• • • 

Domingo with slaves from St. 'Thomas. In the year 1781, 
• 

he purchased Dl<:Nl\IARK, a boy of about fourteen years of 

age, and afterwards brought him to Charleston, where he 

proved, for twenty years, a faithful slave. In 1800, DEN

l\IARK drew a prize of $1500 in the lottery 1 and purchased 

his freedom frOln his master for $600. Frorn that' period 

until the time of his arrest, he worked as a carpenter, and 

was distinguished for his great strength and activity, and 

was always looked up to by those of his own color with awe 
-

and respect. 
, 

In 1822, DENl'rIARK VEAZIE formed a plan f()l' the lib~ra· 

tion of his fellow-men from bondage.. In the whole history 

of human efforts to overthrow slavery,. a more con1plicated 

and tremendous plan was. ne\Cer fOImed.. A part of the 

22 

• 
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-• 

plan matured was, that on Sunday night, the 16th of June, 
" 

a force would cross fron1 James' Island and land on South 
• 

Bay, and march up and ~eize the Arsenal and guard-house; 

another body, at the same time, would seize the Arsenal on 

the Neck; and u third would rendezvous in the vicinity of 

the mills of Denmark's master. "rhey would then sweep 

the to\vn with fire and sword, not permitting a single white 
• 

soul to escape. 
• 

• 

The sum of this intelligence was laid before the Gover- . 

nor, who, convening the officers of the militia, took such 
• 

measures as were deemed the best adapted to the approach-

ing exigency of Sunday night. On the 16th, at 10 o'clock 

at night, the 111ilitnry companies, which were placed under 

the command of Col. R. Y. I-Iayne, were ordered to rendez-

vous for guard. • 

• 

The conspirators, finding the whole town encompassed, at 
, 

10 o'clock, by the mo~t vigilant patrols, did not dare to 
• 

show themselves, whatever might have been their plans. 

In the progress of the subsequent investigation, it WfI" di8-

tinctly in proof, that but for these military demonstrations, 
• 

• 

the effort \vould' unquestionably have been made; that a 

meeting took place on Sunday afternoon, the 16th, at 4 

o'clock, of severnl of the ringleaders, at Denmark Veazie's, 

for the purpose of making their preliminary arrangements, 

and that early in the n10rning of Sunday, Denmark de

spatched a courier to oi"der down some country negroes 

from Goose Creek, which courier had endeavored in vain to 
• • 

• 

get out of town. 
• 

• 

•• 
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T'he conspirators, it was ascertained, had helo meetings 

careful to instruct their followers not to luention their plans .. 
to "those waiting men who received presents of old coats, 

&c., from their mastei's," as sueh slaves would be likely to 

betray them. 

DENMARK VEAZIE was betrayed by the treachery of his 

own people, and died a martyr to freedom. The slave who 
• 

gave information of the projected insurrection was purchased 

by the Legislature, who held out to other siuve-s the strong

est possihle motives to do likewise in similar cases, by 
< 

giving him his freedom, 
• 

• • 

'rhe number of blacks arrested was olle hundred and 

thirty-one. Of these, thirty-five were executed, forty-one 

acquitted, and the rest sentenced to be transported. Arany 

a brave hero fell; but Histol'y, faithful to her high trust, 

will engrave the name of DENMARK VEAZIE on the same 

monument with 1\10ses, I-Ialnpden, Tell, Bruce, \Vallacc, 

rroussaint, Lafayette, and \Vashington. 
, 
• 

,\Vl\I. G. NELr~ was steward on hoard the: ship Gen. Gads-

den, when ~hc n-HlJe good 
• 

Recruit, July 28th, 1812. 

father took up his abode. 

her escape frOlll the British brig 

They put into Boston, where my 

A few days after the escape, the two captains were at the 

,~ Indian Queen Tavern," in Bromfield street. The British 

captain was relating the particulars of the chase, when the 

Yankee captain overhearing) aclulowleuged himself as the 

one who had given John Bull the slip. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

• GEORGIA • 
• 

• 

MA.SSACltE AT BLOUNT'S FORT MONSIEUR DE BORDEA.UX ·SLAVE 
• 

FREED BY THE LEGISLATUIl.E. 
• 

, ON the West side of the Apalachicola River, says the Hon. 

Joshua R. Giddings, in a narrative from which this account 

is taken, some forty miles below the line of Georgia, are 

yet found the -ruins of what was once called "Blount's 
. 

Fort." Its ramparts are now covered with.a dense growth 

of underbush and slnall trees. You may yet trace out its 

bastions, curtains, and Lnagazine. At this time, the country 

adjacent presents the appearance of an unbroken wilder

ness, and the whole scene is one of gloomy solitude, asso-
• 

dated, as it is, with one of th~ most cruelmussacres which .. 
ever disgraced the American arms. 

The fort had originally been erected by civilized troops, 

and, when abandoned by its occupants -at the close of the 

war, in 1815, it was taken possession of by the refugees 

from Georgia. But little is yet l{nown of that persecuted 
, , 

people; their history can only be found .in the national 

archives at 'Vashington. They had been held -as slaves in 
" 

the State referred to; but, during the RevoluLibn, they 
. 

caught the spirit of liberty, at that time so prevalent 

• 

• , 
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throughout our lund" . and fled from their oppressors, and 

found an asylum among the aborigines living in Flori<.la~ 

During forty years, they had eflectually eluded or resisted 

all attempts to reenslave them. They were true to them

selves, to the instinctive love of lilJerty which is planted in 
• 

every human heart. 1\f08t of thetn had been born amidst 
-

perils, reared in the forests, and taught from their childhood 
, -

to hate the oppressors of their race. l\1ost of those who 

had been personally held in degrading servitude, whose 

backs had been scarred by the lash o( the savage overseer, 

had passed to that spirit lund, where clanking of chains is 
• 

not heard, where slavery is not known. Some few of tbat 

class yet remained. 'rheir grey hairs and feeble limbs, 

however, indicated that they, too, must soon pass away. Of 

the three hundred and eleven persons residing In " Blount's 

Fort," not more than twenty had been actually held in ser- . 

vitude. The others were descended from slave parents, who 

fled from Georgia, and, according to the la:ws of the slave 
- . 

States, were liable to suffer the same outrage to which their 
. ". , 
ancestors had been subjected. 

The slaveholders, finding they could not themselves ob

tain possession of their intended victims, called on the Pres

ident of the United Statc~ for assistance to perpetrate the 

crime of enslaving their fel1ow-men. 

General Jackson, Commander of the Southern Military 

District, dil'ected Lieutenant-Colonel Clinch to perform the 

barbarous task. I wus at one tirne personally acqpuinted 

with that officer, and know the impulses of his generous nn-

22* 
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ture, and can readily account for the failure of his expedi .. 

tion. lIe marched to the fort, made the necessary recon

noisance, and returned, making report that" the fortification 

was not accessible by land." • 

Orders were then issued to Commodore Patterson, direct-
, 

ing hinl to carry out the or,ders of the Secretary of 'Yare 

fIe, at that time, commanded the .l\.merican flotilla lying in 

" Mobile Bay," and instantly issued an order to Lieutenant 

Loomis to ascend the Apalachicola River with two gun

boats, " to seize the people in Blount's Fort, deliver them to , 

their owners, and destroy the fort." . ,-

On the rnorning of the 17th of September, 1816, a spec

tator might have seen several individuals standing upon the . 

walls of that fortress, watching with intense interest the ap

proach of two sluaU vessels that were slowly ascending the 

river under full spl'ead canvass, by the aid of a light south

ern breeze.. They were in sight at early dawn, but it was 

ten 0' clock when they furled their sails and cast anchor op

posite the fort, and some four or five hundred yards distant 

from it. ., 

A bout was lowered, and soon a midshipman and twelve 
. 

men were observed making for the shore. They were met 

at the water's edge by some half-dozen of the principal men 

• in the fort, and their errand demanded. 

. The young officer told thera he was sent to make a de

mand of the fort, and its inmates were to be given up to 

the" slaveholders, then on board the gun-boat, who claimed 

them as fugi',ive slaves! 'n The demand was instantly r-e-

• 

-

, 
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jected, and: the midshipman and his men returned to the 
"-

gun-hoats, and informed Lieutenant LOOlnis af the answer 
•• 

he had received. 

As the colored men entered the fort, they related to their 

cornpanions the demand that had been made. Great was 

the consternation n1annested by the females, and even a·· 

portion of the sterner sex began to be distressed at their 

situation. This was observed by an old patriarch, who had 
• 

drank the bitter cup of servitude . one who bore on his 

person the visible marks of the thong, as well as the b~and 

of his master upon hi~ shoulder. He saw his friends falter, 

and he spoke cheerfully to them. lIe assured them that 

they were safe froln the cannon-shot of the enemy' . that 

there were not men enough on board to storm their fort; 

and, finally, closed with the emphatic declaration, "Give me 
• 

liberty, or give me death! " This saying was repeated by 

many agonized fathers and mothers on that bloody day. 

A cannonade was soon commenced upon the fort, but 
• 

without much apparent etTect. The shots were harmless; 

they penetrated the earth of which the walls were com-

posed, and were there buried without further injury. Some 

two hours were thus spent, without injuring any person in 

the fort. They then commenced throwing bonibs. The 

bursting of these tshells had more effect; there was no shel-, . 
• 

• • 

ter from these fatal messengers. l\lothers gathered their little 
/' 

ones around them, and 'pressed their babes more closely to 

their bosoms, as one explosion after another warned them 
• 

'of their imminent danger. By these explosions, some were 

• 

• 
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• 

occasionally woundcc1~ and a few killed, until, at length, the 

shrieks of the wounded and the gl'ouns of the dying were 
-

heard in various parts of the fortress. 

Do you ask why those mothel's and children were thus 

butchered in cold blood? I answer, they were slain for ad-

. hering to the doctrine that" all Ulen are endowed by their 

Creator with the inalienable right to enjoy life and liberty." 

I-Iolding to this doctrine of I-Iancock and Jefferson, the 

power of the nation was arrayed against them, and our army 

employed to deprive them. of life. -
The bombardment was continued some hours with but 

little effect, so far as the assailants could discover. They 

manifested no disposition to surrender. The day was pass

ing away. Lieutenant Loomis called a council of ofticel's, 

and put to them the question, " what further shall be done?" 

An under officer suggested the· propriety of firing" hot shot 

at the magazine." 'rhe proposition was agreed to. ~rhe 

furnaces were heated, balls were prepared, and the capnon

ade was resumed. The occupants of the fort felt relieved 

by the change. They could hear the deep humming sound 

of the cannon balls, to which they had become accllstomed 

in the early part of the day, and some made themselves 

merry at the supposed folly of their assailants. They knew 

not that the shot were heated, and were, therefore, uncon-
.. 

• 

scious of the danger which threatened them. 

Suddenly, a startling phenomenon presented itself to their 

astonished view. The heavy embankment and timbers pro

tecting the magazine appeared' to rise from the earth, and 

• 

• 
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the next instant the dreadful explosion overwhelmed them, 

and the next found two hundred and seventy parents and 

children in the ,immediate presence of God, making their 

appeal for retributive justice upon the government which 

had murdered them, and the freemen of the North who 

sustained such unutterable crime.* 

]\tInny were crushed by the falling earth and timbers; 

many were entirely buried in the ruins. Some were horri. 

bly mangled by the fragments of timber and the explosion 

of charged shells that were in the magazine. Limbs were 
, 

torn from the bodies to which they ~ad been attached; 

mothers and babes lay beside each other, wrapped in that 

sleep which knows no waking. The sun had set, and the . , 

twilight of evening was closing around, when some sixty 

sailors, under the officer second in command, landed, and, 

without opposition, entered the fort. 'fhe veteran soldiers, 
, 

accustomed to blood and carnage, were horror-stricken as 

they viewed the scene before them. They were accompa

nied, however, hy sorne twenty slaveholders, all anxious for 
.... 

their prey. rrhese paid little attention to the dead and 

dying, but anxiously seized upon the living, and, fastening 

the fetters upon their limbs, hurried them from the fort, and 
, 

instantly commenced their r~turn toy;ard the frontier of 
• • 

Georgia. Some fifteen persons in the fort survived the 

terrible explosion, and they now sleep in servile graves" or 

moan and weep in bondage. 

• That Is the number officially reported by the officer in command. Vide Exec-• 
utivc Document of the lilth Congress. 

, 
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'rhe officer in command of the party, with his men, 

returned to the bouts as soon as the slaveholders were fairly 

in possession of their victims. 'rhe sailors appeared glOOlUY 

and thoughtful as they returncd to their vcssels. The -
anchors were weighed, the sails unfurled, and both vessels 

hurried from the scene of butchery as rapidly as they ,vere 

able. _J\fter the officers had retired to their cabins, the 

rough-featured sailors gathered before the mast, and loud 
• 

and bitter were the curses they uttered against slavery, and' 

against those officers of government who had thus con .. 

strained thetn to murder women and helpless children, 

merely for their lo-ye of liberty. "-

But the dead remained unburied; and the next day, the 

vultures were feeding upon the carcasses of young men 

and young women, whose hearts on the previous morning 

had beaten high with expectation. Their bones have been 

bleached in the sun for thirty-seven years, and may yet be 

seen scattered among the ruins of that ancient fortification. 

Twenty-two years have elapsed, and a Representative in 

Congress, from one of the free States, reported a bill, giving 

to the perpetrators of these murders a gratuity of five thou

sand dollars from the public treasury, as a token of the 

gratitude which the people of the nation felt for the sol

dierly and gallant manner in which the crime was committed 
• 

toward them. The bill passed both Houses. of Congress, 

was approved by the President, and now stands upon the 

records of the third session of the Twenty-Fifth Congl'ess. 

'fhese facts are ull" found scattered among the various 

• 
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public documents which repose in the alcoves of our na-. 

tional library. But no historian has been willing to collect 

and puhlish them, in consequence of the deep disgrace 

which they reflect upon the American arms, and upon those 

who 1hen controlled the government. 

. 

The Silvannah Republican of FeL'uury, 1855, makes the 

following mention of a venerable colored patriarch: -

" l\IONSIEUR DE BORDEAUX is u- native of St. Domingo . 
• 

I-Ie left that island when about thirty or thirty-five years 

old, during our Revolutionary 'Var, in company with many· 
~ 

French volunteers, and was present at the siege of Savan .. 

nah, in 1779. He did not play the part of a mere' looker .. 

on in Vellice,' but took part in the struggle, and received a 

severe and dangerous 

him u cripple for life. 

• 

,,'ound in the hip, which rendered 
• 

l-Ie was near Pulaski when he was 

wounded, and saw the gallant Pole fall. The old man can 

satisfy the curious, probably, as to 'where Pulaski died, and 

,,,,,hat disnn~ition W:l.!' made of his venerable re!nains. .A.fter 
1 

the war, IHonsieur de Bordeaux returned to St.. Domingo . 
• • 

lIe left the island again, however, during the insllrrection, 

nnd by a profitable mistake of the captain of the vessel in 
• 

which he took passage, he was a second time landed at Sa-

vannah, where he spent many years with his friend, the lute 

Daniel Leans, of this city. Some fifty or sixty years since 
• 

he ren10ved to South Carolina, where he has resided ever 
• SInce. 

" lVIonsieur de Bordeaux is considerable over· one hundred 

.. 
• 









-

• • 
• 

• • , 
• , . :-' ~ . . · -. . .' . .... . '. \ .,. 

" . . .. . , . 
• • 

A)[ E RIC.A. N REV 0 L l~'i.! ON . , .. 
• • 
• • .. 

, . 
• 

, , 

• . j . 
• 

• 

" vVhat, what," said the atnazed EngHshman, " ;;vhat· does 

this mean? " 
• • 

• • • 
, . 

• • 

• 

, 

" It means that we will not work with a nigger," replied 

the journeymen. j 

"But he is a first-rate workman." 

"But we won't stay in the same shop with a nigger. 'Ve 

are not in the habit of working with nigger"s." 

H Then I will build a shanty outside, and he shall work in 

that." 

"No, no; we ,von't work for a boss who en1ploys 

niggers. Pay us up, and we'll be off." 

The poor Ulaster of the sh.0p turned, with a despairing . 
• 

look, to Boyd "You see ho,v it is, my friend, lny work. 
• 

men win all leave inc. I am sorry for it, but I can't hire 

you." 

Even at this repulse; our adventurer ··did not despair. 

1'here might still be mechanics, in the outskirts of the city, 

who had too few journeymen to be bound by their preju

dices. His quarter of a dollar had long since disappeared; 

but, by carrying a traveller's trunk or turning his hand to 

any chance job, he contrived to exist till he had made appli

cation to every carpenter and joiner in the city and its sub .. 

urbs. Not one 'would employ kim. By, .. ,this time, the iron 
• 

of prejudice, more galling than any thing he had ever 
• 

known of slavery, had entered his soul. I-Ie \valked down 

on t.he river's bank below the city, a~d, throwing himself 

upon the ground, gave way to an agony of despair. tIe 

had found himself the object of ':lniversal contempt; his 

• 

• 

• • 

, ' , 
• 

.' . , 

.. ' .. 
, . 

.. 
• • • , . 

• 

• 

• 
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" 

• , . 
• 

plans were all frustrated, his hopes dashed, and.hisdl)ur- " 

bought freedonl made of no effect! By such tri.ul~1~. \-veak 
• 

• , . . 

minds are prostrated in abject and slavish servility,att'()i;ger 
. '. 

ones are ;j1ade the enemies and depredators of society, u'od 
, , 

• 

it is only the highest class of Inoral heFoes that come 'off' 
• 

like' goJd frorn the furnace. Of this class, however, was 

I-IENRY: BOYD. Recovering from his dejection, he surveyed . 
• 

• • 

the ··brawny muscles that strung his herculean limbs,,;A ", 
, . . 

• 

new design rushed into his.luind, a new resolution filled his 
, . , 

hearr~ He sprang upon his' feet, and walked firmly.: ~~,~ld 
• 

rapidly towards the city, doubtless with aspirations that 
• I 

rnight have fitted the words of the poet ... ' 

" Thy spirit, Independence, let me share, 

Lord of the lion heart and eagle eye! " 

• 

The first object which attracted his "eagle eye," on 

reaching the city, was one of the huge river boats, laden 

with pig~iron, drawn up to the landing. The captain of this 
, . , 

craft w;as just inquiring of the merchant who owned its con

tents for a hand to assist in unloading it. " I am the very 

fellow for you," said Boyd., stripping off his coat, rolling up 

his sleeves,' and laying hold of the work. "Yes, sure 

enough, that is the very feUow for you," said the' merchant. 

The resolution and alacrity of Boyd interested hinl exceed-
• 

ingly, and during the four or five days whilst a flotilla of 

boats were discharging their cargoes of pig-iron with· unac-, 

customed despatch, he became familiar with his history, with 

the exception of all that pertained to his trade, which Boyd 
, 

, 
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• 

• 
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• 
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thought proper to keep to himself. In consequence, our ad-
-

venturer next found himself promoted to the portership of 

tho tnerchant's store, a post which he fillel~ to great satisfac

tion. He had a hand and a head for ev~ry thing, and an 
, , 

• 

occasion was not long wanting to prove h .. :." A joiner was 
• 

engaged to erect a counter, but failing by a drunken frolic, 

~: . the merchant was disappointed and vexed. Rather in pas-
o 

sion than in earnest, he turned to his faithful porter _., .. -
• 

. . "flere, lIenry, you can do almost any thing, why can't 

• 

• 

. you, do this jolJ?" '" Perhaps I could, Sir, if I had in)~.'· 
" . · . '. . 

:: tools and the stuff," was the reply.' "Your tools! ".~:~~~.. : 
• • 
• 

:.: claimed the merchant, in surprise, for till now he knew . 
• 

• • 
• 

: nothing of his trade .. ')30yd explained that he hud learned 
· , . 

• • • • 

· the trade of a carpenk~r and joiner, and hud no objection to 
• , '. -

· try the job. The meirchant handed him the money, and . 
' .. 
• 

told hitn to make as good a counter as he could. The work 

was done with s~ch promptitude, judgment and finish, that 

his employer broke off a contract for the erection of a large 

frame \varehouse, whieh he was about closing with the same 

mechanic who had disappointed him in the matt.er of the 

countel', and gave the job to flenry. The money was fur-
, 

nished, and Boyd was left to procure the materials and 

boss the job at his own discretion. This he found no diffi

culty in doing; and what is rernarkable, among the numer

ous journeymen whom he em ployed, were some of the vm .. y 
men who took off their aprons at his appearance in the Eng

lishman's shop! The luerchant was so lnuch pleased with 

his new warehouse, that he proceeded to set up the intelli-
23* . 

• 

• • 
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.. 
• 

gent builder in the exercise of his trade in the city. Thus 

I-lENRY BOYD found himself raised at once almost bevond ., 
• 

1ho reach of the prejudice \vhich had well-nigh crushed him. 

lIe bunt houses and acculTIulated property. 'Vhite jour

neymen aud apprentices were glad to be in his ernployment 
• 

. and to sU at ltis table. He is now a wealthy rnechanic, 

living in his own house in Cincinnati, and his enemies who 

have tried to supplartt hirn have as good reason as his friends 

to know that he is a man of sound judgmenl and a most vig-
-

orous intellect. 

• 

LEWIS fIAYDEN, once ·a slave in I{entucky, but now a 

free man in Boston, j\fass., in his extensive business and s6· 
• • 

cial relations, commands the respect of an increasing circle 

in the community. 

~ 

\Vl\L II. CHANNING, in a sketch entitled, "A Day in Ken-

tucky," says: . 

" I wish to relate what was told me by one of the daugh

ters of Judge I{., as we walked over the estate. 

" 'It all looks bright, and peaceful, and happy, does it 

not?' said she, as, standing on a little knoll under a group 

of hickory trees, she pointed over the wide fields to the 
... 

family mansion and the cluster of slave huts, at whose 

doors the children, in swarms,; were playing, with the noisy 

glee of the African. ' But,' she continued, after a gloomy 

pause, 'to us, who know what slavery is, this peace is the 

green corruption of a stagnant pool, . the peace of death . 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• • 
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O! worse, fai:' worse! It is the yawning grave of human-
-

ity. Do you see thut spreading beech yonde'r, just on the 
, 

edge of the helnp field, where the ditch runs? It was 

the.re that lny brother Frank received the blow on the fore-.. 
head, of which you observed, perhaps, the scar. I will tell 

you about it. It. was his duty, at that time, to keep the 
• 

nightly watch; for you know,' she said, turning to me with 

a smile of bitter irony, ')hat we have to be guardians to 

these poor friends, who love us so as never to leave us. 
, 

"VeIl, Frank kept the 'nightly watch. ,Armed to the teeth, 
" 

with a dark lantern, he' passed once or twice, or oftener, 

round the plantation. One stormy night, some t wo ye~trs 

since, he had reached that spot, when suddenly he heard a 

crackling sound through the helnp stalks. .lIe cloaked his 

lantern, drew a pistol, and stepped b~hind the tree. In a 

moment, a man, with stealthy tread, approached the ditch~ 
, 

which is the boundary of the farm on that side. Frank 

flashed the light upon him. It was his own favorite slave, 

Ned; -of the same age with himself almost a foster 

brother, for his mother was Frank's nurse; his fellow ... 

rambler in the woods, his play-fellow through early years. 

I-Iunting, fishing, swimming, nutting, taming' horses, every 
-

sport had been shared _ by them. Frank loved that lnan, 

and Ned, I believe in my heart, loved him. !-Ie was high 

spirited and manly, though a negro; strong, bold, and some· 

. what passionate; and, as we found out afterwards, he had 

been struck that day by the overseer. It was a dreadful 

meeting. "Ned," said my brother, " turn back! I cannot in 

-

, 



272 COL 0 RED PAT .R lOT S 0 F Tn E 

honor let you go. I am my father's watchman. You pass ' 

that ditch only over my body. Come! turn back. You 

know I arn your friend; we are all your friends." "1\1as

ter Frank," answered the noble fellow, for he ,vas so, 

though he almost killed my brother, ." l\{aster Frank! 

God knows I would die for you, but, I forewarn you, I will 

not be taken. That wretch shall never lay' his hand on me 

again. Let me pass, I beseech you! let me pass." Frank 

stood firm. Again Ned besought hilu in vain. He then 

turned to leap aside. Frank cried, " Beware! I shall fire; " 

and, quick as thought, Ned struck him a stunning blow. 
, ' 

I-Ie fell, utterly insensible. And what did that n1an do ,? 

Did he leap the ditch and fly? No I he 'took my bleeding 

brother on his shoulders, he carried him to the nearest slave

hut, roused the inmates, set him erect by the door, and then, 

and not till then, made his escape. Time enough elapsed 

before Frank could COlue to himself, and be carried' to the 

house, and my father waked~ for Ned to get clear off; the 

darkness, too, and the storm, favored him. rIe was gone; 

and I do believe we were all glad. Frank never blamed 

him. I-Iow could he? In the same case, would he not 
• 

• 

have done the satne? "V ell , two months passed 

when, early one morning, the overseer found Ned 

under some bushes, and brought him to the house. 

away, 

asleep 

I will 

teU you where he had> been afterwards; but see the cun

ning of the creature, a cunning and deceit that we sow 

in all slaves, and therefore ought to reap. He knelt to my 
• 

father, and said, "Pardon, master! pardon! I have tried 

• 

• 

• 
• 



... 

, 

A~rERlc.AN REVOLUTION. 273 

free bread, and it is not good. No fdends for the poor 

slave among the mEmn white folks over the river, and so I 
have come back to you, master." l\iy father did .not have 

him punished, but ordered him to be bound with ropes and 

left in an empty room. The day passed, -two or three 

days; indeed'l ' and Ned was still bound. Meanwhile, the 

overseer threatened him with being sent down the river. 
, 

You know what that means, don't you? It means, sent to 

,sweat and starve, and die by inches, in the sugar-fields of 

Louisiana. Ned caught the ~ alarm. By connivance of 
, 

some one, he got a knife, and, when all was still, cut his 
,-

'ropes, and cautiously Inade his way out of the house. It 
was a stormy night, his tracks \vere plain, but he could 

• , 

not help it., He ran to the neighboring plantation yonder, 

where his 'wife lived'l and gave his peculiar whistle under 

her window. She was awake, and heard him. Poor soul! 

I dare say she had hardly slept, from anxiety, for the two 

months after he ran away. She raised the window. "Jump 

down!" whispered Ned;' "jump down, just as you are; 
, 

,vait not a second." She jumped, and, catching her in his 

arms, they escaped together. 

'" Next morning, pursuit was made frOtn both planta

tions; not that my father wished Ned to be taken, but our 

neighbor was not willing to lose the woman, who was a 
• 

house, servant, and very valuable., The pursuers, however, 

were deceived by the tracks, which were half buried up, and 
, 

chilled and blinded by the storm, which was uncommonly 

SBvere for this part of the world, and at night gave up the 

, 
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hunt. 'Ve heard no more of thetTI till last summer, when, 

travelling through Canada, whom should we find, as servant 

at a hotel in Prescott, but this rascal Ned. At first, he was 

shy and grave, and affected perfect ignorance. But it ,vas 

always a saying of my father's, "If a nigger has sense 

enough to run off, and get safely out of the States, he must 
• 

be a smart fellow, and has sense enough, too, to take care 
~. 

of himself, and he shall be free and welcome;" and Ned 

soon saw that we were his friends, and told us his adven-
• 

tures. It seems, that when he first escaped, he made his 

way good to Canada; but no sooner did he feel himself 

safe, than the thought of his wife in slavery so ovel'came· 

him, that he instantly resolved to return, at an risks, and 

free her too. Night and day, he travelled back, till he 

reached our plantation, when, utterly overcome with fatigue 

and hunger, he fell asleep and was taken: Then, as I have 

told you, he "played possum," as the negroes say, till he 

caught the hint of being sent a,vay, when he again escaped. 

And now see how a kind Providence aided those poor 

creatures. \Vould you believe it ? The men who pursued 

them came to the very barn into which they had crept for 

concealment when the day broke; they trod, over and over 

again, upon their bodies, which were covered by the heaps 

of stl'aw and hay; they cursed and swore, and consulted 

together, and vowed to take them, at the very ears of their 

victims; and yet they were kept safe. As soon as it ,vas 

night, they set off again, through the snow, and hid thetn

selves a second day in a wood, hulf frozen and famished . 
• 

• 

• 
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The third night they reached the Ohio, by good fortune 

found a boat, paddled themselves over, and were safe. 
, 

Friends fonvarded thelu to Canada; and, when we saw 

them, they were as happy as people could be, with every 
, 

prospect of success. And now,' said the beautiful giri, 

drawing herself up to her full height and folding her arms, 

'I know not what you may think, for some of you North

ern"ers seem to me, with all deference, to have the spirit of 

slaves' yourselves; but, Kentuckian as I am, and on this 

slave soil, I dare to say it, Ned is a hero, a hero, 

whom, if he had lived in the good old days of Greece, 
, 

would have had his deeds immortalized in the strains of ~ 

some IIorner.' • • 

"'rhe conversation of this spirited woman gave rise to 
• 

some thoughts, which I will briefly· state, for the benefit of 

those dull folks, \",ho are too lazy to crack a nut and pick 

out the kernel. 
-

"1. All slaveholders are not insensible to the great out-

rages daily comlnitted by slavery upon justice and afi(;!ction, 

nor indifferent to the welfare of those whon1 they know to 

be brethren. There are pure-hearted men and women at 

the South, deserving our respect, our sympathy, counsel, 

aid, and prayers. . ."', 

" 2. If a Northern man relishes contempt and insult, he 
• 

can find it, in any quantity and intensity, by professing to be 

an admirer of their' pecul iar domestic institutions' at the 

South. Southerners rarely believe such professions, and 

are apt to think hirn " .. ho makes them a hypocrite, or, if 
• 
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they suppose him sincere, to despise him for a mean-spir-
• 

ited, stupid booby. 

" 3. J f, even under slayery, the African race exhibits 
• 

such heroic and lovely traits, ,vould they not be noble men, 

if bound to their white fellow-freemen· by the triple bond 

of gratitude, and mutual confidence, and generous emula

tion? " 

• 

• 

• 

• • 

-
• 

• 

• 

• • 

-

-

• 
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CHAPTER x V I. 

OHIO. • 

• 

• 

CLE\"ELA~D ~IEETING nu. PE~~INGTON ' :F:X.TRACTS PlW)[ OltA'rIO~ 

OF WILLl.UI H. DAY Bnm'S-EYE VIEW OF BUCKEYE I'ROGRESS. 

THE colored citizens of Ohio held a l\-Iass Convention at 

Cleveland, September 9th, 1852. I cull the following inci. 

dents and tributes, as peculiarly appropriate to a military' 

history of Colored .A.111ericans . 

.at sunrise, a salute was fired in the public square, in 

honor of the day, by the" Cleveland Light Artillery," and 

another at nine 0' clock, as the procession formed, of which 

the orator of the day subsequently said: . "They are the 

first thunders of artillery that ever awoke 

these hills in honor of the colored people. 

not be the last." 

the echoes of 

But they shaH 

• 
Rev. Dr. J. 'V. C. Pennington delivered a speech, of 

which 1\11'. I-Iowland, a colored phonographic reporter, 

says, " The Doctor took the stand and delighted the Con

vention with a short, brilliant and instructive address on the 

history of the past, and the part which the colored people 

have taken in the struggles of this nation for independence, 
• • 

and its various wars since its achievement." 
• 

Says the Daily. True Democrat" "The principal fea-

24 

• 

\ 

• 
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ture in the ceremonials of this jubilee was the address of 

our fe11ow-citizen, :Mr. vVill iam II. Day, a performance 

worthy of its great purpose, anel, therefore, nlost creditable 

to the author. Not often have we heard an address listened 

to with so absorbing an attention, nor observed an audience 
~ 

to be more deeply tnoved, than Was 1\lr. Day's, by some 

parts of -that address. After noticing the day, the 9th of 

September, which had been selected for their jubilation, and 

illustrating its preeminent suitableness to the occasion, 'by 

happy references to many illustrious events of which it was 

the anniversary, 1\11'. Day addressed himself tq an able vin-
• 

dication of the claims of his race, in this country, to an equal 
• 

participation in the exercise and enjoyrncnt of those Ameri. 

can rights which large numbers of that race, in common, 

with the men of fairer complexion, hud fought, suffered, and 

died to establish. Behind the orator sat seven or eight 

veteran colored men. lVIr. D.'s apostrophe to those vete

rans was as touching as admirable, and produced a profound 
, " sensatIOn. 

• 

I 

Har pily, it is in our power to furnish extracts from the 

speech thus referred to, as follows: " 

," Of the services and suflerings of the colored soldiers of 
. 

the Uevolution,' says one writer, 'no attempt has, to our 

knowledge, been made to preserve a rec9rd.' rfhis is main

ly true. Their history is not written. It lies upon the soil 

watered with their blood: who shall gather it? It rests 

with their bones in the charnel-house: who shall exhmne 

it? Their bodies, wrapped in sacks, have dropped fronl 
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the decks where trod a Decatur and a Barry, in a calm and 

silence, broken only by the voice of the man of God ' 'Ve 

commit this body to the deep;' and the plunge and the rip

ples passing, the sea has closed over their memory for ever. 

Ah! we have waited on shore and have seen the circle of 
, 

that ripple. \Ve know, at least, where they went down; 

and so mueh, to-day, we come to record. 

" \Ye have had in Ohio, until very recently, and if they 

are living, have here now, a few colored Olen who have thus 

connected us with the past. I have been told, recently, of 
• 

one in the Southern portion of the State . 
• 

" Another, of whorn we all know, has resided, for luany 

years, near Urba.na, Champaigne county. lIe was invited 

to, and expected at, this lueeting. FATHER STANUP as he is 

familiarly 'called has lived to a good old age. He has been 
• 

afflicted with recent sickness, and it may have prostrated 
• 

him permanently. The frosts of a hundred winters will 

shrivel any oak; the blasts of a century will try any vitality. 

The aged soldier must soon die. O! that liberty, for 

which he fought, be bequeathed to his descendants! 'fhe 
• 

realization of that idea would smooth his dying pillow, 

and luake the transit from this to another sphere a pleasant 

passage. I am credibly informed, that the age of IVlr. 

Stanup is one hundred and nine; that he was with General 

\Vashington; and that his position, in this respect, has been 

recognised by officers of the Government." 
• 

'" A correspondent of the National Era says of )fr. Stanup. that he witnessed 
' .. 

• 

most of the battles of that era, was 'Wounded at the uatUc of Stony Point, and . 

• 

• 
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" So much for the Revolution. I could add other facts 

bearing upon this particular, but do not deem it necessary. 

'Ve have addu,ced proof sufficient to show any American 

1,vlw breasted the tide of death sweeping over this country 

in '76. \Ve hold it uP,. that men who have dented its truth 

may observe, that the ignorant may be enlightened, and 

that white Americans may be divested of excuse for basing 

their exclusive liberty upon the deeds of their fathers. vVe, 

to-day, advance with thern to the sarne impartial tribunal, 

and demand, that if the reason be good in the one case, it 

be made to app1y in the other. . 

" In :May, 1812, the American people • agaIn engaged in 
.-

conflict with Great Britain. 

"The naval engagenlents of that \var are, perhaps, un

surpassed by any other; and that on the lIth of September, 

on Lake Champlain, of that war perhaps the most brilliant 

of any. Hear what the Common Council of New York city 

said of that battle to Conlmodore l\1acdonough. I read 

from a newspaper of 1815:-

" 'IIuving approached the chair, his Honor, the :Mayor. addressed 

the Commodore as follows:" -" 'Vhen our northern frontier was , 

'Was left for delld on the field of conflict. The scars from 'Wollnds then received ho 

bears upon his persoll still, 110t without evidi!nt consciousness tllat they arc re

garded .. honoral)le scm's," as his details denote clearly enough. He is a member 

of the Baptist clmrch, which he joinet.l eighty years ago; and yet he talks, with 

the aid of a vivid recollection, seemlngly, of his conversion, and his baptism in the 
• 

Potomue. Wllilc .. blessing the Lonl " for it. His character has 110t belied hIs early 

profession l it having been markedlJ· exemplary. 

lIe bas certainly not disregarded, during his long life, the scriptural injunction 

to increas{' and multiply and f(:plcnish the earth, for he is the father of THlItTY

TunEE children, by two wives only. The youngest of these is now about twenty 
years of age. w. C. N. 

• 
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" " 

• 

invaded by a powerful army, when the heroes who have immortal

ized themselves on the Niagara were pressed by a superior force, 
" 

when the capital of the nation was overnlll by hostile bands, when 

the most important city of the South was attacked by the enemy, 
, 

end when he threatened to lay waste our maritime towns with fire 

and sword, at a period so inauspicious and gloomy, when all but 

those who fully understand and duly appreciate the firmness and 

resources of' the A.nwrican character began to despair of the Repub

lic, you, 'we1'e the first 'who changed the fortune of ow' e-rms, and 'ZOllO 

dt<;peUe(l the" dark cloud that hung ove')' our country. 'Yith a force 

greatly inferior, you met the enemy, vaunting of his superior 

strength, and confident of victory; YOll crushed his proud expec,:" 

tations, you conquered him; and the embattled hosts which were 

'ready to penetrate into the hea1't of our country, fled in dismay and 

confusion. *" '* '* '* 
" 'As long as illustrious events shall be embodied in histo"l'Y, so 

long will the victory on Lake Champlain, obtained under your 

auspices, command the respect of mankind. And when you, and 

all who hear mc, shall be numbered among the dead, those who .. 
succeed us, to the most extendecl line of remote antiqtlity, will 

, cherish with exultation those grea.t achievements which are inclisso

lubly cOllllected with the prosperity and glory of America. . 

Specialltleeting of Common Council, Jan. 7th, 1815. 

'. 

" To colored men, I remark, as much as to any others, 

be10ngs the honor of that battle.'" 

Mr. Day ~ere exhibited a copy of an old newspaper, the 

organ of the Government, dated Jan. 12th, 1815, containing 
" 

the only full account given any where of the names and 

equipment of the six larger vessels and the ten galleys, and 

added-

, 
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"I recollect something of one of the men on board the 

row-galley Viper. That man enlisted under Commodore 

Macdonough, was apportioned to a row-galley, stood like a 

nlan at his post in the thickest of the fight., and where the 

blood of his fellows literaily washed the deck. The honor--
nlarks of that battle he carried to his grave. He sleeps in 

• 

a secluded grave-yard, yet not entirely unhonored by those 

for whom he perilled all. I hold in my hand 'a List of . 

Acts passed by the 'Thirteenth Congress at its third session,' 

the first of which is a series of 'Resolutions, expressive of 

the sense of Congress of the gallant conduct of Captain 

Thomas l\'Iacdonough, the officers, seamen, marines, and 

infantry serving as marines., on board the United States 

. squadron 011 Lake Champlain.' 

" This same luan was shortly afterward drafted to go to 

the Mediterranean with Commodore Bainbridge's Relief 

Squadron.* Says Dr. Prost, in his History, ., Commodore 

Bainbridge proceeded, according to his instructions, to 
• 

exhibit his force, now consisting of seventeen sail, before 

Algiers, Tunis, and Tripoli, and to make arrangements for 

the seeurity of American commerce in the l\iediterranean. 

Having settled all for the honor and interests of his country, 

he returned to the United States.' So, according to Dr. 

F'rost, colored men have been of service, where 'the secu

rity of American commerce,' und 'the honor and interests 

of the country' were concerned. The colored marine, to 

• The colored marine here referred to is Mr. JOHN DAY, father of :Mr. WILLIAM 

H. DAY. W. C. N • 

• • 

• , 

• 

• 
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,,,,hom I have referred received an honorable discharge, 

lVIarch 16th, 1816." 
, 

On the platforrri on this occasion were Mr. JOHN JULIUS, 

who served under General Jackson at New Orleans; Mr. 

JOHN BOYER VASHON,. who has since deceased, who was 

in the Jersey prison.s~ip; and Mr. L. C. FI.EWELLEN, who 

enlisted in Georgia. Mr. Day also alluded to Mr. ROBERT 

VAN VRANKEN, who marched, in 1815, to Plattsburg; and 

. several others, ~o\v residing· in the 'Vest, whose names 

escape us, were also mentioned. Mr. Day, in concluding, 

remarked: -

• 

"I have purposely omitted mention of other matters. I"., 

have necessarily been mainly historical. "Te needed to 
• 

set forth these facts in form. • • . I think we have demon-

strated this point, that if colored people are among YOllr 

Pompeys, and Cufi"ees, and Uncle Toms, they are also . 

among your heroes. They have been on T ,akes F.rie and 

Champlain, upon the l\iediterranean, in Florida wi~h the 

Creeks, at Schuylkill, at Hickory Ground, at New Orleans, 
• 

at IIorse Shoe Bend, and at Pensacola. The presence of 

some of them here to-day is a living rebuke to this land." 

. Addressing the large crowd of white citizens present, 

Mr.. Day said, "We can be, as we have always been, 

faithful subjects, powerful allies, as the documents read 
• 

here to-day prove: an enemy in your midst, we would be 

more powerful still. We ask for liberty; liberty bere

liberty on the Chalmette Plains liberty wherever floats 

the American flag. We demand for the SOllS of. the men 

• 

• 

-
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who fought for you, equal privileges. \Ve bring to you, to .. 

day, the tcars of OUI', fathers, " each tear is a volume, and 
" 

spC!ak~ to you. '1'0 you~ then, we appeal. "\Ve point you 
, 

to ~hf}il" blood, sprinkled upon your door-posts in your po-

liticnl Illidnight, that the Destroying Angel might pass over. 

''" c tt~ke you to their sepuichres, tO~Be the bond of honor 

bntwcen you and tholn kept, on the!r part, faithfully, even 

unfit death." 

, 

A colored lnilitary company has been formed in Cinclll-
, 

natl, ."",,, , pronounced hy competent judges to he well manned, 
• 

", .. '\\"(:11 Otli(!Cl'cd anti well drilled. They have chosen the ap.. . 

prf)priat.c historic name of "Attucks Guards." July 25th, 

18!1f.l, :\(iss )tary A. Darncs, in behalf of an association of 

l~Hiics, prcsclltE'd the company with a flag. Among the 

• :-letltilll~lltg expressed 'by her were the following: -= -

Ii Shl)uhi the lo\'c of liberty and your country ever demand your 
-

s(~n·icl".!i, mny )'ou. in imitation of that noble patriot whose name 

you bea.t, promptly respond to the callt nucl fight to thc last for the 

r.;n~al and nohle principles of libcrty and justice, to the glory of your 

fathl~r~ nnll tho land of your birth. 

H The tim(~ il-' not far distant wl1Cn the slave ?nust be free; if not by 

mnt'nl nnd inteUeetual means, it must be dono by the sword. Ro· 

1l1cmbcr, Gentlemcn, should duty cal1~ it. will be yours to obey, and 

strike to tho Inst for frecdom or tho grave. 

" IJut Got! forbid that you should be called upon to witness our 

l)Nl.t~dul 'homes in"olvcd in wnr. ~Iay our eyes neYcr behold this 

Uag iu uny conflict; let the quiet breeze ever play among its folds, 

and the fullest peace dwell among you! " 

• 

, 

• 

• 
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Net property of colored people in Cincinnati, 
• 

in the State of Ohio, $5,000,000. In Cincinnati, among 
• • 

the colored citizens, are to be found three bank tenets, 

a superior artist in landscape painting who has visited 
~ 

Rome to perfect his education; besides carpenters, cabinet-
. 

makers, stucco.,vorkers, hotel-keepers, shop-keepers, nine 

daguerreotype artists, the gallery kept by Mr. BaH a ·col. 

ored Inan) being ackno'wledged the best in the Western 
• 

country. In Cleveland, a city institution has employed a 

colored librarian, ,\Villiam H. Day, Esq. 

• • 

•• 

• 

• 
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, 

• 

CHAPTER x V I I. 

LOUISIANA. 
, 

, 

PROCLA)L\.'rIOXS OF GEXER.\'L JACKSOX' , FREE COLOn.ED VETERA:."'S--

J3ATTLE OF NEW ORLEA.NS ' JORDA~ J3. SOJ3LE, THE Dn.U~DIER " 

JOH~ JULIUS - EXTl~A.CT PItO)! A. SPEECH OF 1l0~~ RO,J3ERT C. 

WINTHROP COTTON J3A.LE llAItmCADE GE~. PA.CK.:BNHA!l1 A.~-

THO NY GILL DOCU~tENTAli.Y FACTS MIXED POPULATION OF NEW 
, 

ORLEANS. 

" 

IN 1814, when New Orleans was in danger, and the 

proud and criminal distinctions of caste were again demol-
, . , 

ished by one of those emergencies in which Nature puts to 

silence, for the moment, the base partialities of art, the free 
• 

colored people were called into the field in common with 

the whites; and the importance of their • serVIces was .,. thus 
, 

acknow1edged hy General Jackson: ' 
• 

, 

• 

" HEA.D QUARTERS, SEVENTH :MILITARY DISTRIC'I', • 

~IomLE, Sel)tember 21, 1814. 

" To the Free Colored Inha,bitants of Louisiana: 

"Through a mistaken policy, you have heretofore been depriyed 

of a participation in the glorious struggle for national rights, in 

which our country is engaged. This no longer shall exist. . 

H As sons of fre~dom, you arc now called upon to defend our most 

inestimable blessings. As Americans, your country looks with COll

fidence to her adopted children for a valorous support, as a faithful 

-
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return for the advantages enjoyed under her mild ancl equitable 

government. As fathers, husba;nds, and brothers, you are sum

moned to rally around the standard of the Eagle, to defend all which 

is clear in existence. 

'" Your country, although calling for your exertions, cloes not 'wish 

you to engage in her cause without remunerating you for the ser

vices renderecl. Your intelligent lninds are not to be led away by 
" • 

false representations ' your love of honor would cause you to de-

spise the man who should attempt to deceiv(; you. 'Yith the 

sincerity of u soldier, and in the language of truth, I address you. 

" To -every,ruohle-hearted free man of color, volunteering to serve 

during the present contest with Great Britain, and no longer, there 

will be paicl the same bounty, in money and lands, now received by 
• 

the white soldiers of the Unitecl States, namely - 011e hundred ancl~ 

twenty-four dollars in money, and one hundred and sixty acrCH of 
• w • 

land. The non-commissioned officers uml l)l'ivates will also be en-

titled to the same monthly pay, daily rations, and clot.hes, furni~ihecl 

to any American soldier . ., 

" On enrolling yourselves in companies, the ~Iajor-General com

manding will select officers for your government, from your white 

fellow-citizens. Your non-commissioned oflicel's will be uppointetl 
• 

frOlll among yourselves. 

" Due regard ",-ill be paid to the feelings of freemen nnd soldiers. 

You will not, by being associateu. with ,yhite men, in the same 

corps, be exposml to improper comparisons, or unjust sarcasm. As 

a distinct independent battalion. or regiment, pursuing the path of 

glory, you will, undivided, receive the applause and gratitude of 

your countrymen. 

" To assure you of the sincerity of my int~D.tions, and my anxiety 

to engage yOUl' invaluable services to our country, I have communi- : 

cated my wishes to the Goyernor of Louisiana, 'who is fully infonneu. 

-

• 

.. 
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as to the manner of enrollments, and will give you every necessary 
-

illfonnntion on the subject of this address. 
• 

ANDRE'V JACKSOX, 
J.llajor. General Commanding. 

-
The second proclamation is one of the highest compli-

• 

nlents ever paid by a military chief-to his soldiers . 

. ' December 18, 1814, General Jackson issued, in the 

Fre,nch language, the following address to his colored 
-

members of his army: e 
, , 

• • 

" SOLDIERS! - 'Vhen, on the banks of the )Iobile, I called YOU to - ~ 

take up al'IllS, inviting you to partake the perils and glory of your 

'white jello1.O-dtiz(Jns, I expected much-from you; for I ,vas not igno .. 

rant that you possessed qualities most formidable to an illvacling 

enemy. I knew with whf\t fortitude you could endure hunger anel 

thirst, and all the fatigues of a campaign. I knew 'well hOlC you 
\ 

loved your na.tive country, and that you, as ,v ell as ourseh'cs, had to 

defend what man holds most dear his parents, wife, children, and 

property. You have done more than I expectecZ. In adclition to the 

previous qualities I before knew you to l)ossess, I found among you 

a noble enthusiasm, which leads to the performance of great things. 
~ 

" Soldiers! The President of the U nitecl States 8hall hear how 

praiseworthy was your conduct ill the hour of danger, and the rep

resentutives of the .A.lli.edcan people will give you the praise your 

exploits entitle you to. Your General anticipates them ill applaud

ing yonr noble ardor. 

"The enemy approaches; his vessels coYer our lakes; our brave 

citizens are united, and all contention has ceased among them. 

Their only dispute is, who shall win the prize of valor, or who the 

most glory, its noblest reward. By Order, 

TIIO)I.A.S BUTLER, Aid-de-Camp." 

, 

, 
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• 

"fhe New Orleans Picayune, in ari account of the cele-
-

bration of the Battle of New Orleans, in that city, in 1851, . 
• 

says: . " 

" Not the least interesting, although the most novel fea-
• 

ture of the procession yesterday, was the presence of ninety 

of the colored veterans who bore a conspicuous part in the 

dangers of the day they were now for the first tirne called 

to assist in celebrating, and who, by their good conduct in 

presence of the enemy, deserved and received the approba

tion of their illustrious commander-in-chief. During the 

thirty-six yea:~ that have passed away since they assisted to 

repel the invaders from our shor~s, these faithful men have 

never. before participated in the annual rejoicings for the 

victory which their valor contributed to gain. Their good 

deeds have been consecrated only in their memories, or 

lived but to claim a passing notice on the page of the histo

rian. Yet, who more than they deserve the thanks of the 

country, and the gratitude of succeeding generations? 'Vho 

rallied with more alacrity in response to the summons of 

danger? 'Vho endured more cheerfully the hardships of 

the camp, or faced with greater courage the perils of the 
• 

fight? If, in that hazardous hour, when our homes were 

menaced with the horrors of war, we did not disdain to call 

upon the colored population to assist in repelling· the invade 
• • 

ing horde, we should not~ when the danger is past, refuse to 

penuit them to unite with us in celebrating the glorious 
• 

event, which they helped to make so memorable an epoch 
• 

in our history. We were not too exalted to mingle with_ 

25 

• 

• 
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them in the affray; they ,vere not too humble to join in our 
• 

• • • reJOlcmgs. 

H Such, we think, is the universal opinion of our citizens. 

'Ve conversed with many yesterday, and, without exception, -
• 

they expressed approval of the invitation which had been 

extended to the colored veterans to take part in the ceremo .. 

nies of the day, and gratification at seeing them in a con .. 

spicuous place in the procession. 

" The respectability of their appearance, and the modes-

ty of their delneanor, made an impression on every observer, \ 

and elicited unqualified approbation. Indeed, though in 
• 

saying so we do not mean disrespect. to anyone else, we 

think that they constituted decidedly the most interesting 

portion of the pageant, as they certainly attracted the most 

attention. " 

The editor, after further remarks upon the procession, and 

adding of its colored members, " We reflected, that beneath 
• 

their dark bosoms were sheltered faithful hearts, susceptible 
. 

of the noblest impulses;" thus alludes to the free colored 

population of New Orleans:-
, 

• 

" As a class, they are peaceable, orderly, and respectable 

people, and many of them own 1arge amounts of property 

among us. 'rheir interests, their homes, and their affec

tions, are here, and such strong ties are not easily broken 

by the force of theoretical philanthropy, or imaginative 

sentimentality. They have been true hitherto, and we will 

not do them the injustice to doubt a continuance of their 

fidelity. vVhilc they may be certain that insubordination • 



• 
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will be promptly punished, deserving actions will always 

meet with their due reward in the esteem and gratitude of 

the community." 

'Yet, if five, even of these veterans, should at any time be 

seen talking together, they are liable to he arrested for con· 

spiracy, according to the laws of Louisiana! 
• 

Ilon. Robert C. Winthrop, in his speech in Congress, on 

the Imprisonment of Colored Seamen, September, 1850, 

bore this testimony to the gallant conduct of the colored 
• 

" soldiers at New Orleans: ' "I have an impression that, 

not, indeed, in these piping times of peace, but in the time 

of war, when quite a boy, I have seen black soldiers enlist

ed, who did faithful and excellent service. But, however it 
• 

may have been in the Northern States, I can teil the Sena .. 

tor what happened in the Southern States at this period. I 

believe that I shall be borne out in saying, that no regiments 

did better service, at New Orleans, than did the black regi

rnents, which were organized under the direction of General 

Jackson hinlself, after a most glorious appeal to the patriot

ism and honor of the people of color of that region; and 

which, after they came out of the war, received the thanks 

of General Jackson, in a proclamation, which has been 

thought worthy of being inscribed on the pages of history." 

. Chalmette ~lains, the scene of the famous Battle of New 

Orleans, are five miles below that city, on the left bank 

of the Mississippi. There is an elaborate engraving of this 

battle, eighteen by twenty inches, executed by M. Hyacinth 

Laclotte, the correctness of which was certified to by eleven 
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tle reached only 3,600, it will be seen that the' men of col- _ 

or' were present in much larger proportion than their num

bers in the country warranted. 

" Neither was there colorphobia then. 1\fajor Planche's 

battalion of uniformed volunteer companies, and Major La

coste's ' m~11 of color,' wrought together;- so, also, did Major 

Daquin's'men of color,' and the 44th, under Captain Baker. 
~ 

" Great Britain had her colored soldiers in that battle: 

the United States had hers. Great Britain's becanle free .. 

"men"and citizens: those of the United States continued only 

half-free and slaves." -

It has long been well known, that to the colored soldiers 

belonged the honor of first erecting the .cotton-bale defences 

which so signally contributed to General Jackson's victory. 

"Ve have no means no\v of confirming the statement, but 
• 

the following letter contains some very significan~ historical 
• • rerrllnlscences : -

WAYLAXD, Feb. 19, 1855. 
MR. WILLIAl\[ C. NELL: 

•• 

l\!Y DEAR SIR, ',!..'he fact-. to which I alluded in our brief con. 

versation respecting the interesting memorials you have collected of 

the services of coloreel citizens in the Revolutionary "\Vart and other 

wars, was, tnat some thirty years ago, I was illfOlmed by a color~d 
• 

man from Louisiana, that the idea of erecting a bulwnl'k of cotton-

bags at the battle of New Orleans, was suggested by a colored 
, 

man, a native of .. Airico,. ,Vhether that statement is true, I am 

unable to say, anel in all probability it would bcvery difficult to 

IlScertain. The Commander on that occasion, a man of the fiercest 

prejuelices, and all persons around him, would have an obvious 

25* 
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sinnians of high rank and distinguished valor are specially men-
• 

tioned. It is probable that this mode of fortification was familiar 
, 

to the natives of those countries, and has remained so to the present 
• 

day. In the interior of Africa, it would be peculiarly cOllvenient 

and jmportant; subJect, as th~ dwellers are, to sudden incursions for 

the capture of their wi'v'es and children, to supply the Christian and , 
• 

A.P.ab markets of human flesh. 
• 

The work to which I have referred is "The Life of Don John de 
Castro, Fom:th Vice-Roy of India, by Jacinto Frcire de Andrade," 

first published at Lisbon, 1661. It has passed through several eell-
• 

tions, and been translated into different languages. 
• 

I was also informed by the same person, a fugitive from Louisi-

ana, that the slaves who took the field in compliance with Jackson's 

invitation, and fought for the country, were promised, before the 

battle, that they shoUld have their freedom; that.after it was over, 
• 

they sent a commitiee to the General to claim the fulfilment of this 
-

promjse, and that he made no reply, except to bid them "go home 

and. mind their masters." . 

It is well known that a large number of slaves did fight bravely 

in that battle, and that they neither received their freedom nor any 
other mark -of the gratitude of this false and degenerate republic. 

Two thousand years ago, when the opinion was universal, that"nine

tenths of tlie men, and all the W01ll.en, were made for slaves, and the 
small remnant of males for m.asters, the Athenians, and eyen the 
• 

Spartans, set at liberty the slaves who had helped them win their 

victories and shared their glorious daring and dangers. They seem 

to have thought thus much due to their honor and self-respect as 
• 

gentlemen, the doctrines of equal rights and reciprocal duties being 

yet 'Undeveloped in the dark void of ages. But we, a nation calling 
• 

ourselves Christian as well as republican, have actually fallen below 

the low standard of humanity and magnanimity preached by Aris

totle and practised by the cruel and treacherous Spartans two thou-
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In proof of the estimation in which this colored veteran 

is held by his fellow-citizens, the New Orleans Daily Delta 

mentions the following "happy incident" as having occur
red at the celebration of the "Eighth," at the St~ Charles 

Theatre :-

"The bill announced that old Jordan, the matchless drummer, 

would appear and beat the d l'UDl as he beat it on the morning ot' 
the battle to reveille the A medcnna to action, and as he beat it again 

at rught to soothe them to repose, after the arduous dutics of the 

, victorious day were past.. Full one-third of the audience visited 

the St. Charles for no other purpose than to pay a tribute of respect 

to old Jordan; and as the old veteran appeared, a loud and long 
-

cheer welled up _from the audience, and was bome far beyond the 

precincts of the building; again and again was he called out, and it 

seemed as if the audience would never tire of his music. The old 
• 

veteran bowed his acknowledgments, and apparently felt more 

proud of the enthusiastic applause bestowed upon him than he 

would to have been seated on the imperial throne of Hayti. \Vben 

the tattoo was beat, we were forcibly struck with the remarkable 
coincidence, that at the same hour, on the same day and elate, 

thirty-nine years ago, he beat the same tune upon the battlc~field of 

(j.1lalmette." 

A benefit was also tendered him, at the same theatre, on 

the evening of April 24th, 1854; and at the Fourth of 

July celebration following, JORDAN B. NOBLE was compli

mented, and, according to the Delta, " no speech or toast 

produced a finer effect than his." . , 

JOHN JULIUS was a member of the gallant colored regi

ment. He is a tall, good-looking, brown-skinned Creole of 
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Louisiana, now about sixty-five years of age. He still 

bears the terrible gashes of the bayonet conspicuously on 
• • 

his neck. He ,vas one of those who encountered the British 
, 

• 
• 

hand-to-hand on the top of the breastworks. JULIUS BEN .. ' 

NOIT for that is his name, though commonly called John . 

.lulius is a man of strict integrity of character, having o:U 

the delicate sensibility of a Frenchman; and he laments 

more at the injustice done him in the neglect of the authori

ties to grant him his claim of money and lands,'according 

to the promises set forth in the proclamation, than any 
, 

reverse of fortune he has ever met. 
, 

lIe is enthusiastic on the subject of the 'battle scenes of 

Chalmette Plains, and anxious that all who converse with 
, 

him should kno\y of his position in the conflict with Sir 

Ed ward Packenham. He exhibits the complete draught of 

the battle, and explains with lively satisfaction all its points 

of interest. , 

At a private dinner-party' in New Orleans, some years 

after the battle, a relative of Gen. Packenham happened to 

be present, when the colored servant in waiting improved a 

chance mornent to say,-" I saved General Packenham's 

. life on the battle"ground." lIe was overheard by his mas-

ter, who reprimanded him, admitting, however, that he was 

at the battle-ground, and did good service. 

l\{any of the slaves who engaged in the battle were in

duced "to do so frolu prOll)ises of freedom; but the sequel 

proved that a false hope had been held out to them, num

bers being ordered to the cotton-fields to resume their unre-

• 
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quited toil, for the benefit of those for whom their own lives 

had been jeoparded on the bloody field of battle. The Bdt

ish took advantage of' these violated pledges, and induced 

many colored Americans, panting for ~he freedom which, 

theirs as a birthright, had been confirmed by deeds of valor 

and patr:iotism, to accept free homes under the banner of 
, 

England. 

ANTHONY GILL was one of the soldiers remanded to 

work again for his master, when he ,vas accosted by Gen

eral Packenham, who, learning that he ,vas a slave, told 

him to put down his hoe, follow him, and become a free 

Ulan. He did so ; and is now undisputed owner of fifty-two 
, , 

acres of free soil, in St. Jopns, N. B. His son resides in 

Boston, Mass. ' 

This is but Olle of numerous instances, of which there are 
, 

.' 

abundant testimonies~ 

" When the British evacuated Charleston, in 1782, says 

Ramsay, in his History of South Carolina, Governor 
, 

.l\fatthews demanded the restoration of some thousands of 

negroes ~vho were within their lines. These, however, 

were but a small part of the Whole taken away at the evac ... 

uation, but that number is very inconsiderable when com- . 
" . 

pared with the tltOusa~d8 that were lost from the first to the 

last of the war. It has been computed by good judges, that, 

between the years 1775 and 1783, the State of South Caro .. 

lina lost 'TWENTY-FIVE THOUSAND NEGROES." At least a 

fifth part of all the slaves in the State at the' beginning of 

the wur. 
• 

• 
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"The forces under the command of General Provost 

nlarched through the richest settlelnents of the State, where 

are the fewest white inhabitants in proportion to the number 

of slaves. The hapless Africans, allured with the hope of 
-

freedom, forsook their owners, and repaired in great num· . 

bers to the Royal Army. They endeavored to recq,mmend 

themselves to their new masters by discovering where their 

owners had concealed their property ~ and were assisting in 

carrying it off." . 

And the same candid historian, describing the invasion of 
• • 

next year says: " The slaves a second. time flocked to 

the British Army." 

Dr. Ramsay, being a native and resident of Charleston, en

joyed every facility for ascertaining the facts in the case; but 

his testimony does not stand alone; Col. Lee, of Virginia, in 

his " Memoirs of the War in -the Southern Department," 

confirms the statementc 

"Lord Dunmore) Governor of Virginia, says Burke, in 

his History of Virginia, after escaping from Williamsburg, 
• 

in 1775, to a vessel in James River, offered liberty to those 

slaves who would join him. It appears, from the history, . 

that one hundred of them were soon after enumerated 

among his torces. How many more JOIned him does not 

appear." 

l\fr. Jefferson, then Secretary of State, in a letter to Mr. 

Hammond, Minister of Great Britain, dated Philadelphia, 

December 15, 1791, says: ' "On withdrawing the troops 
• 

from New York, a large embarkation of negroes, the prop-

• 

-
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the floor of Congress, 30th l\Iurch, 1790, SOlne time afte}' 
, 

the war, by lVIr. Burke, a Representative from South Caro-

lina. "There is not a gentleman," said he," on this fioor, 

who is a stranger to the feeble, situ~tion of our State, when 

we entered into the war to oppose the British power. 'Ve 

were not only without money, without all army or mili~ 
- . 

tary stores, but were few in n\lmber, and likely to be entan-

gled with our domestics, in case the enmny invaded us." 
• 

Similar testilllony to the weakness engendeJ:ed by slavery 

was also borne by l\Ir. l\'Iudison, in debate in Congress. 

H Every addition,~' said that distinguished gentleman, " they 

Georgia and South Carolina) receive to their nurnber of 

slaves, tends to weal~en then1, and render them less capable 

of self-defence.". . 

And at a still latcr day, l\Ir. J ustice Johnson, of the Su

pl'etl1c Court of the United States, and a citizen of South 
, 

Carolina, in his elaborate life of General Green, speaking of 

negro slaves, makes the same admission. He says:-

" But the nunlber dispersed through these Southern States_ 

was very great; so great us to render it impossible for the 

citizens to lnuster freemen enough to ,vithstand the pressure , 

of the British arms." 

!-Ion. \V roo Jay says: -" \Ve find at the South no one ". 

elelnent of lnilitary strength. Slavery, as we have seen, 

checks the progress of population, of the arts, of enterprise, 
" 

and of industry. But, above all, the laboring class, which 

in other countries affords the Inaterials of which ai-mies are 

composed, is regarded at the South as the most deadly foe 

, 

, 

, 
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• 

and the sight of a thousand negroes with o.1'n1S in their 
. ~ 

hands would send a thrill of terror through the stoutest 

hearts, and excite a panic which no number of the vcteran 

troops of Europe could produce. Even now, laws are in 
~ 

force. to keep arms out of the hands of a population which 
• 

ought to be a reliance in danger, but which is dreaded by" 
\ • 

day and night, in peace and war." 

The burning of \Vashington City, was a signal instance of 

the nlilitary weakness of the South, as detailed in Ball's 
, 

COlnpilation. "The city was burnt in the last war , .... ith 
• 

Britui.n, for which the Americans may thank their pet' insti-
• 

tution' as much as the invading army. 'Vhen the British 

in the Chesapeake evinced their iI Itention to nlake a descent 
• , 

on vVashington or Baltimore, the President ordered all the 

regu"ar troops to the defence of the latter, and called on 

the States of Pennsylvania, 1\faryland and 'Virginia for vol

unteers for the protection of the capital. . ..1.11 Inlow the 

result. The city was taken and burnt, while the Ameri

cans, lacking numbers to cOlnpete with their enemies, were 

obliged to return, although, had the Virginia troops, which 

were but a few miles distant, come up, they would have 

been able to make a stand." 

The cause of their delay is thus explained: ' " \Vhen 

the requisition on Virginia reached her Governor, General 

Madison, who ,vas brother of the President, and at that time 

commandant of that division of the rnilitia whose services 

were required, he promptly issued his orders, collected his 

quota, and commenced his n1arch for the scene of action. 

" 

• 

• • 
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, 

Scarcely, however, had his force passed from Orange, CuI-

pe'pper, :Nludison, and the adjoining counties, frOln which it 

had been principally raised, before the slaves in all that 

section w~re seen in commotion. A rumor, the source of 

which nobody knew, had spread among them, that some 

powerful foreign prince, -froln Af.dca, we believe they had 
-

it, with a sufficient force to accomplish his purpose, had 

arriveq on the coast, t.o give freedom to the slaves of Vir-
• • This rumor soon became confirn1ed news with them. glUm. 

They sitnultaneously quitted work, and, without manifesting 

the least disposition to injure the whites, began, in their joy .. 

ful excitement, to run frorn plantation to plantation, collect 

in bodies, and prepare to go off to meet their expected 
, 

deliverers. The white inhabitants, in the mean time, who, 
, 

as has ever been the case with the whole South, were sen

sitively alive to the fear of a slave insurrection., and were 

now thoroughly alarmed by this movement of the blacksr 

harmless as was the shape it had taken, sent off express 

after express to General Madison, whose force had made a 

temporary halt in the vicinity of the Potomac, from which it 

was o~ the point of moving on to vVashington, and begged 
, 

him to return with his troops and quell the apprehended 
, 

insurrection of the slaves. This at once completely para

lyzed the movements of l\fadison. He hnmediately marched 

buck with the principal part o( his force, leaving the rest, 

we believe,-to remain on the spot, to await the event, and be 

in readiness to return if wanted. Finding, after a few 

days, that the force with which he had returned was suffi-

, 

- , 
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ciont to overawe the slaves, though he dil,i not dare to with

draw theln from the infected district, he finally sent orders 

for the remnant he had left on the Potomac to march on to 
• 

\Vashington, as they then did, but reached the place too 

late to be of any service." 

A lette-1' frOl!l New Orleans, addressed to Le Rept~bUcabl, 
• 

has some interesting matter respecting the population of 

mixed blood in that city. It alludes to the brilliant feat 
~ 

of arms of Dec. 20, 1814, "when the colored population 
• 

rivalled in bravery' and pa+\'iotislu the other improvised sol-

diers," and to the battle of Jan. 8, of the smue year, where 

they figured, and contributed to finish the foreign invasion . 

of our soil, and goes on to say, that it is an error to con

found the c~IOl'ed population of Louisiana with that else

where. They constitute, the \vriter affirms, an elite set, 

having nothing in common with those of the surrounding 

States. "The French and Spanish blood from which they 

are sprung has not degenerated among us: it has preserved 

the primhive' warmth and generosity which distinguish those 

two chivalric nations." Notwithstanding they are not al

lowed to participate in the public schools, a~though forced 

to pay school taxes, they have received an elen1entary edu-

,cation, and a good number of them ~hine in science, arts 

and letters. There is, we are told, now in Paris, a Creole 

of Louisiana, who 

Dumas, and whose 

Theatre Francais. 

26* 

is walking in the steps of Alexander 
• 

dramatic pieces are represented at the 

There is another in Louisiana, who has 

, 

• 

, 
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, 

effected a complete revolution in sugar making, by a refin-
, 

ing invention; and yet, this man has not been able to 

obtain a patent in his own natrie for the invention ,vhich 

enriches his country. " :rvledicine, music~ finance, wholesale 

con1merce and farming, have their representatives in this 

class of society; and there are in Louisiana fortunes hon

orably acquired by their proprietors, belonging to this class, 

which would secure for their owners a distinguished rank in 

Parisian society, were they to settle in that cv pita!. I will 

110t speak here," says the letter writer," of the native citi. 

zens reputed to be bons blancs. 'rhey are very few, if we 

may believe an old Creole of the highest respectability, who 

said upon 'Change, that he knew more than ve liundred 

persons of this sort sprung from nlaroon negresses, and 

now enjoying the rights of citizenship." 

• 

, 

, 

. , 

, 

, 

, 

f 

• 
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CIIAPTER XVIII. 

FLORIDA. 
• 

TOXEY PIWCTOR, A VETEHAX OXE HUSDRED ASD TWELYE YEARS OLD. 

TONEY PROCT'OR, a free man of color,died in 'fallahas

see, at the residence of H. L. Rutgers, Esq., on the 15th of 

June, 1855, in the 112th year of his age. The Tallahassee 

Sentinel thus notices the death of this remarkable man:-' 

" , UNCLE TONEY,' as he was familiarly called, must have 
, 

been, at the tirne of his death, at least one hundred and 

twelve years old, and the probabilities are that he was sev

eral years older. It is known, as a historical fact, that he 

was at the battle of Quebec, on the 13th of September, 1759, 

SOlne ninety-six years ago. Ilis recollection of that event 

was clear and distinct. He was there in the capacity of a 

body servant to ,an English officer, and was sixteen years of 

age or more at the time of sailing, in company with the Eng
lish sailors, from the Island of Jamaica, to return no more to 

the place of his nativity. He was subsequently engaged in 

the same capacity, though under a different officer, during the 

early period of the Revolutionary "Var between this and, 

the nl0ther country. He was in the vicinity of Boston at the 

time the tea was thrown overboard, and afterwards at the 

battle . of Lexington. He came to Florida long before 
• 

-

" 





.. 

.. 

AMERICAN REVOLU'l'ION. 309 
I 

death. The first evidence of decay was that of sight; time, 

in other respects, working but little change in his appenr

ance. Death seemed to come over hiln like fulling into a 
.. 

gentle sleep. The vital spark, like the socket of a candle, 

literally burned out. 

" UNCLE TONEY was n1uch beloved by his own people. 

lIe was a zealous member of the Baptist Church. His 

funeral was one of the largest processions we remember to .. 

have seen." 
• 

.. 

" .. 

• 

J 

.. .. 
.. 

• 

• 
.. 

• 

• 

.. 
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CI-IAPTER I . 
• 

• 
PltOSCIUPTION' OF COLORED CITIZEXS XATlYRAI.IZATIOX OF GEOH.GJ~ 

DEGl1.ASSE AXD JOHN ItlDIOXn PASSPORTS Ol~ COLOItED ~IEX . 

SPEECH 01:' JOll::-i )IEl;,Crm L.\XG~TO:'; "VIEWS OF HOSE.\ E.\'STOX-

EXTlt-A.CT FRO)I A SPEECH 01:' \nI. J. WAl'KIX:3. 

IN 1790, (says Judge Jay,) Congress passed an act prc~ 

scribing the mode in wbich " any' alien, being a white pcr

son," might be naturalized, and admitted to the rights of an 

American citizen. T,vo years after, an act was passed for 

organizing t.he militia, which was to consist of ench and 

every free able-bodied white lualc citizen, &c. No other 

government on earth prohibits any portion of its citizens 

from participating in the national defence. Bnt, not con

tent with this insult to colored citizens, another, and perhaps 
• 
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listed, except for cooks, sen'ants, ·and stewards, for which 

offices negroes or mulattoes might be employed. 

l\fr. \Voodbury, of New Hampshire, supported the amend-
/ 

mente 

:Mr. Phelps, of Vermont, and 1\fr. Clayton, of Delaware, 

objected, and each cited instances of the colored man's 

valor~ and enforced his claim, to being enrolled as other 

Americans. 

The amendment Wi1<3, however, adopted, by a vote of 

twenty-four to sixteen; as was, also, that of }\tIre Preston, 

(of South Carolina,) prohibiting the enlistment of negroes in 
, 

the Army. And this, notwithstanding the fact, that the 
• 

victory upon Champlain has been well·}cnown to have 

, been achieved, in part, by t.he valor of colored men. That 
• 

upon Erie, so far as aided by colored men's valor, has been 

in doubt, and in some quarters has been denied. Says l\fr • 
• , 

Day, " I desire to refer you to the proof of the position, that 

coiored men were with Commodore Perry on Lake Erie, 

and that they were as good hands as others. 'Vriting to 

Commodore Chauncey, the senior officer, Captain Perry, 
• • 

said ' The men that came by l\fr. Champlin are a motley 

set, blacks, soldiers, and boys. I am, however, pleased to 

see any thing in the shape of a man.' So much as to 

the fact that there were 'blacks' to help mnn the squa

dron. 

"To sho'w that many of the colored men upon J..Iukes 

Erie and Champlain were among the best, I quote the fol- '. 
27 . 

, 

• 
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• 

play in honor of the victory achieved on that occasion. 

'fhe. crew marched together into the pit, and nearly one 
• • 

half of them were negroes. . 

In March, 18&5, Hon. 'r. D. Eliot, of Massachusetts, suc

ceeded in obtaining the compensation of PETER Al\IEY, a 

colored man of New Bedford, wh~ fought on board the" Es-
• 

sex," in 1812. His motion was opposed by lVlr. Chastain, 

of Georgia; but as l\fr. Eliot intimated that he should then 

probably opPbse other private claims, l\fr. Seward, of 

Georgia, remarked that Georgia would lose her claims, and 

: Mr. Chastain withdrew his opposition, and the bill passed to 

a third reading. 

The Homestead Bill was adopted -~y Congress in l'tlarch, 
• 

1854, with an amendment to limit its grant of land to white 
• 

persons only. Thomas Davis, of Rhode Island, Joshua 
•• 

, 
R. Giddings, of Ohio, and Gerrit Smith, of New York, with 

• 

()therg, ably and strenuously advocated the rights of colored 

Americans, but were voted down, seventy-one to sixty-three • 
• 

Public bodies and the press have, during the past few 
, 

years, discussed several questions bearing on the right of .:' 
'. . 

• 

• 

, 
• 

colored men to the privileges of citizenship. The .following ',' - ' . 
• 

facts showing tiie theory and practice of this government, . 
• 

capricious as the latter has been, yet fu~·nish precedents 

fa vorable to the colored man. ' 
• 

, ' 

• • 

• 

• • 

• 

, 
• , 

• 

Distinctions of color are not recognised in the letter of ..,.' 
, 
• • 

, 

, 

the Unit,ed States ConstitutiQ,ll; yet that instrument leaves it .', :: .. ';', 

, . . . . . .' . ", ," , .. 

on or acknowledge, as tyranny· niay dictate, the rights of, ':,' :.'. 
, , . , . . 

• , . , , 

co Iored citizens. 
, 

, 
• , , , I • , , 

, -, 

, 
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• 

Congress can as well naturalize Asiatics, South Arne.ri-
• 

cans and Africans, as Europeans; and yet, for reasons best 

knolvn to the Slave Power which rules this nation, the in-
• -

stances are few and far between where colored aliens have 

received naturalization papers. Ouc case, however, occuru 

red, as .early as 180(1, where a colored man received a eel''' 

tificate of naturalization, of which the following is a copy: 

Crry Ol~ NEW YORK, SSe 

Be it remembered, that 
• 

GEORGE DEGRASSE, of the city of New 

York, servant, who hath resided within the Hmits and jurisdiction 

of ~he United States for the term of fiye years, and within thi.s 

State of New York for the term of one year at least, appeared ill 

the Court of Common Pleas, talled the :Mayor's Court, and which 

is a nommon law court of record held ill ulld .. for the city and county 

of New York in the State of New York, on Thursday, the fifth day 

of July, in the year one thousand eight hundred and four, and 
• 

Ilf1;ving made proof to the satisfaction of saiel Court that he is a 
• • 

person of good moral chnractel', attached to the prinCiples of the 
• 

Constitution of the 1J uited Str,tes, and well elisposed to the good 

order and happiness of the same, anel having in thtJ said . Court 

taken the oath prescribed by law to snpport the COllstitution of the 

U nit9d States, and did in open Court absolutely and entirely 
• • 

renounce anel abjure all allegiance and fidelity to every foreign 

pl'ince; l)otcnta.te, state or sovereignty, and particularly to the King 
• 

• • 
• 

of tho United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, of whom he 
• • 

, 

was then n: subject, tho said GEORGY. DEGRASSE was therenpon, pur

suunt to tho laws of the United States in such case mado and pro- , 

yid(ld, admitted by the saicl Court to be,·· and he is accon1ingly to be, 

~;~o:nsid.cre(l a citizen of the U ni1.e<.l States. 
" • • 

• 
• 

• 

'Givon under the seal of the said Court, the day mill year above 
• wntten. Per cu.riam, 

T. 'V 0 o Dl\IAN, Clerk. 

• 
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:Mr. DeGrasse has since resided in New York city, where, 

for more than fifty years, he has regularly voted for United 

States and State officers. • 

The following account of Dr. JOHN V. DEGRASSE, a SOil 

of the above-named, by a correspondent of the New York 
-

Independent~ will he found of interest in this connection:

" A.ugust 24th, 1854, Mr. DeGrasse was admitted in due 

form a member of the 'Massachus~tts l\'Iedical Society.' 

It is the first instance of such honor being conferred upon a 
• 

colored man in this State, at least, and probably in the coun-
• 

try; and therefore it deserves particular notice, hoth because 

the means by which he' has reached this distinction are 

creditable to his own intelligence and perseverance, and 
• 

because others of-his class may be stimulated to seek an 

elevation which has hitherto been supposed unattainable by 
• 

• 

men of color .. The Doctor js a native' of New York city, 

where he was born June, 1825, and w4ere he spent his 
• 

time in private nnd public schools till 184f)' He then 
• 

• 

entered the Oneida Institute, Beriah Green, President, and 
, 

• 

spent 9ne year; but as Latin was not taught ·t~ere, he left 

and entered the Clinton Seminarv, where he remained two .. 
years, intending to enter college in the fall of 1843. He 

was turned irom this purpose, however, by the persuasio,ns 
\ 

of a friend in France, and after spending two years in a 

college in that country, he returned to N~w York in Novem

ber, 1845, and commenced the study of medicine with Dr. 

Samuel R.Childs, of that city. There he spent two years 

in patient and diligent study, and then two more in attend-

27· 

• 

-

, 
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ing the medical lectures of Bowdoin College, !VIe. Leaving 

that institution with honor in :Muy, 1849, he went again to 

. Europe in the autumn of that year, and spent considerable 

time in the hospitals uf Paris, travelling, at intervals, through 
• 

purts of France, E~gland, Italy, and Switzerland. Return-

ing home in the ship 'Samuel Fox,' in the capacity of. 

surgeon, he was married in August, 1852, and since that 

time, he has practised medicine in Boston. Eurning a good 

reputation here by his diligence and skill, he was admitted a 

mem ber of the .:Medical Society, as above stated. l\1any of 

our most respectable physicians visit and advise with him 

whenever counsel is required. The Boston medical profes

sion, it must be acknowledged, has done itself hOllor in thus 

discarding the law of caste, and generously acknowledging 

real merit, without regard to the hue of the skin." 

In the Doctor's study hangs his diploma, and a beautiful 
• 

painting, (" The Ship Outward Bound,") executed by a 

young colored artist, Mr. EDWARD BANNISTER, which is 

enclosed in an elaborate gilt frame, the work of a young 

colored mechanic, Mr. JACOB ANDREWS, the whole being 

a j oint presentation to their professional friend. Such tri

butes of genius and skin harmonize well with every worthy 

effort for the elevation of those in this land with whorn the 

donors are identified by complexion and COtH.1iii.ono 

In 1811, JOHN REMOND was successful in his application ~ 

for naturalization., in form as follows:-
• • 

ESSEX, SSe 
• 

At the Supreme Judicial Court of the Commonwealth of ~rassa

chusetts, bogun and holden at Ipswich, within and for the county 
• • • 

• 

• 

'. 

• 

• 
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of Essex, on the fOJ.rtn Tuesday of Ap.:-i1, Anno Domini 1811, JOlIN 

Ih',:\1oXD, late of the Islun,d of Cnr:ll;lia ~;'o~1d town of Cura~onj for-
, 

merly subject to the government of the States Gencral, but ~.ow to 

Georgc the Third, King of the United Kingdom of Britain and Ire

land, no,,,, resident at Salem, in said county of Essex, Hair-Dresser, 

took and subscribed the oath and declaration rcquired by law. 

And thereupon he, the said JOllX RE~IO~D, was admitted to become 

a citizen of the United States, according to the laws in such case 

macIc Ulld providccl. 

In testimony whereof, I have h~rcunto set my hand, and affixed 

th~ scal of said Court, on this second day of :May, Anno Domini 

1811. 

ICIIABOD TUCKER, 

Cle1'k of the Court (tfol·esaid • 
• 

• 

Several distinguished colored Americans have succ€;eded 

in obtaining passports. The following circumstance is 1'e

, lated in a letter from the Rev. A. A. Phelps, dated l\lay 24, 

1834, to 'Villiam Goodell: " On Tuesday evening~ I took 
• 

, tea at IVlr. Forten's, (a well-known manufacturer and mer-

chant of Philadelphia a man of color,) in company with 
. , 

Brothers Leavitt, Pomeroy, and Dr. Lansing~ It was a 

very pleasant intervie\v, and not the least pleasing thing 

about it is th6' following: " ,\Ve were scarcely seated, be .. 

fore in came Robert Vaux, Esq., with a passport for Robert 

Purvis and wife, under the seal of the Secretary of State, 

certifying that the said Purvis and wife were citizens 0 tlte 

Un'ited States. Mr. Purvis is son-in-law to :Mr. FOl'ten. 

He was about to visit Europe for his health, and in some of 

the countries on the 
• 

Continent, as in France, a • passport IS 

• 

• " 

, 

" 
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death, in 18(10) pastor of St. Phillips' Epis~opul Church. 

Aside fr.om his pulpit efforts, he contribut.ed n~lany~:~hle, elo-
, ' • • • .. .' . 

"," quent and practical effusions, through pal'nfjlli~:tg)::}~td news-
, , .. .. . . . . , . . . . .' , 

.. ~,,:;papers, in aid of th~ coiored J\.merican 's d~3\~iq~on. 'Ve 
. , . 

• 

.. learn, from a memoir by' Dr. tJames l\lc" CUriU Smith, that 

, 

• 

" he had mastered Logic and A.lgebra, read Latin with some 
• 

facility, was extl'avagantly fond of '.Metaphysics, and, what 

is remarkable with the slender adv"antages he enjt;lyed, he 
, 

. : . . 
had formed a style in composition so clear, concise and ele .. 

. , 

gant, that few men of twicc.'his. years and with every ad van-
, . 

• 
• 

tage, hu.ve excelled it.. lHs' oration on the Abolition of the 

Slave Trade, delivered JUIluary, 1808, when ,he was just 
# -

twenty-one years of age, ,'\;'as discredite:d as hav!ng emanated 
, . , 

from his pell, and it w:as deemed necessary that his cer-
• . . , 

tificate to that effect sh(Juld be published, cOllfirm,ed by Rt. 
• • , . 

, Rev. Benjamin Moore, .:Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal 
, 

Church, and others. 

During the reign' of terror to which .Anti-Slavery men 
and women were subjected, in the years 1833, '4 and '5, 

'!vIr. 'Villiams was induced by his Bishop, for church rea

sons, to ab~tain from taking part in the anti-slavery agitation. 

His letter was published, and created lnuch -'sensation at the 

.. 

• -
time, especially among many of his former associates. It 

is due, however, to his memory, to state, which we do upon 
• 

the most reliable authority,) that the Bishop suppressed those 

passages which ~lr. 'Villiams had confident1y relied upon 

to modify the objections of his friends. I-Iis natural diffi

dence of character deterred him from maldng an explanation • 
• 

• 

• 

'. 

--

, 

• 
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• 

en cd and confirmed by the circumstance, th~t. the ,'cry day' 

on which the British evacuated New York was the same en 
• 

which he obtained his freedom by purchase, through the 
• 

help of some republican friends of the ;Methodist Church; . 
• . , . 

and to the last year of his life, he always spoke of that day as . 

onc which gave double joy to his henrt, by freeing him from 
domestic bondage, and his native city from foreign enemies • 

.. • 
" Reared with these feelings, though fond of retirement, 

I felt a burning desire to be useful to my brethren nnd my" 
• • 

country, and when the last war b(:tween this country and 
• 

Great Britain broke out, I felt happy to render the humble 

services of my pen, my tongue, and my hands, townrds' 
. 

rearing fortifications to defend our shores against invasion. 

I entreated my brethren to help in the defence of the coun-
• 

• 

try, nnd went with them to the work; and no sacrifice has 

becn considered too great by me for the benefit of it or 
them.n 

'VILLIA~I \VELLS. BRO'VN, on leaving the United States 

for Eurcipe, obtained, through the intercession of a friend, a 

passport signed by W nlr B. Calhoun, Secretary of State for 

Massachusetts. The following letter from l\fr. Brown, cov-
• 

ering the passport obtained in London, countersigned by a 

son of Ex-Governor John Davis, is instructive and interest-
• 
109: -' 

• 

LOXDOX, Nov. 22, 184:9. 

WE~DELL PHILLIPS, Esq: 

DEAR FmExD I observe in the American papers an ell1borate 

discussion upon the subject of passports for colored m~n. 'Vhat 

• 

• 



• 

• 
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• • 
• 

must the inhabitants of other count riC'S think of the people of the 

United States, when they read, as they do, the e(litorials of some of 
~ 

the Southern papers against recognizing co}orc(1 Americans as eiti-
• • 

!ll looking over som(' of thes~ articles, I h::we feU. ashamed • zeus ~ 
• • 

that I had the misfortulle to be born in such a country. 'Ye may 

senrcll. history in yain t.o find n people ,,-ho have sunk themselves as 

low, and made thcmseh~QS appear ns infamous by their tmntment of 
• 

theu: fellow-men, as have the people of the United States. If color-

cd men make their appearance in the slave States as seamen, they 

are imprisonell until the departure of the vessel. If they make 

their appearance at the capital of the country, unless providecl with 
• 

free IHtP<.'fs, they are sol(1 for the benefit of the Government. In 

u\.ost of the State:;, we arc disfranchised, our children are shut out 
• • 

. . .from. tlw public schools, antlembarrassments arc tlll'own in the way 
" 

" 

• •• 

• 
• 

of ev~ry l\ttcrnpt to elevate ourse1\"es. And after they havl~ ~legrad-
ed lis, sold us, mobbed us, and (lone eyery thing in their power to 

. 

01>131'e8::; us, theu, if we wish to leave th.:; country, they refuse us 

l)n:-;sportH~ 11pon the ground that we are not citi7.ens. This is ern

ph~\ticil.11y nn age of discoveries; but I ,yill ,"euture the assertion, 

that nOlle hut an American slaveholder cO\lld have discovered that 

f" mall born .i.n a country Wf,S not u citizen of it. Their chosen mot

to, that ,., nll men nrc created equal," when compared with their 

tl'catmcnt of the coloretl people of the country, sink.s them lower 

um.l lower in the estimation of the goo~l and wise of all lands. In 

your letter of the 15t~ ult., you ask if I succeeded ill g(;tting a pnss-
• 

pe,rt from tlw American :\Iinister in London, preYi01l3 to going to 

l">ariH to atteml the l'eace Congress. Through the magnanimity, of 

the ~French Government, all delegates to the Congress were permit

ted to pass freely without passports. I did not, therefore, npply for 

one. l3ut as I intend soon to visit the Contincnt, and shall then 

neell one, I called a few days since on the A.merican ~linister, nnd 

was f.urnished with 11 passport, of which the following is ncopy. If. 

• 

• 

• 

• • 

• 
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it will be of any sel'Yice in the discussion upon that subject, you an' 

at perfect liberty to use it : -

.. LEGA.TION OF THE UNIT.En ST~~TES OF A)IERICA D, .EXGLAXD. 

l'ASSPOltT NO. 33. 

The undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary and .Minister l>lellipoten

tiary of the United States of .L~.mericv, at the Court of the United 

Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, beg:; all whom it may con

cern to allow safely and freely to pass, und in case of need, to give 

aid and protection to 

l\llt. 'VILLIA~1 'V. BRO'VX, 

a citizen of the United Statef-l, going on the Continent. 
• 

Giveil under my signaturl), and the imprint of the seal of. the 

legation in London, Oct. 31, 18'19, the i 4th year of the illdepelldenc(' 

of the U nitecl StntCl~. 

For the l\Iillistcr, 

JOHN C. B. DA YI:-3, 

Secretary of Legation," 

So you see, my friend, that though we arc denied citi7,cr~ship ill 

America, and refused passports at home when wishing to visit for

eign countries, they dare not refuse us :t passport wh~n we apply for 
• 

it in old England. There is a public sentiment here, thnt, hartl-

hearted as the Americans arc, thl)Y fear. 'Vhell will the Americans 

learn, that if they would encourage liberty in other countries, t.hey 
• • 

must practice it nt home? If they 'would inspire the heart:.; of the 

st.ruggling millions in Europe, they should not nllow one humnll 

heing tv wenr chains u.pon their O\'\"n soil. If they would wdeom!' 

the martyrs for freedom from the bunks of the Danube, the Tibr:r 
• 

and the Seine, let them liberate their own slaves on the bunks of the 

)Iississippi alld the Potomac. If they would welcome the Hunga

rian flying from the bloody talons of the Austrian eagle, they must 

28 
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, , 

• • 
, ' 

wrest ,tllf.:!,.tlwcc millions of slaves from 1)1'" talons of their own. . , . , 
, , , . 

They cannot we1co:ne the wanderer froM. the p~:ttle-fields of freedom 
• • . .-

in the. o.ld "\.yprltl, as long' as the new 'worid is the battle-field of sIn-
, 

yer~< . Should the Kossuths and the \Vimmers visit A.n-.ericn, they 
~ , . .' . 

'wo\~ld he reminded. of their friends they left in chains in Austria, 
, 

• 

by t11e clanking chains of the American slave. • • 

• ... 
,'I was asked a few days since, at a meeting, if I was not afraid 

that the abolitionists w()ulil become tired, and give up the cause as 

hopeless .. My Ill1SWer was, that the f.lluve's cause was in the hands 

oJ men and women '\yho intended to agitate and agitate, until the 

iron'hand of slavery should melt away, drop by drop, before a .fiery 

]mblic sentiment. • • 
• 

'V:M. 'V. BRO,\Y'X, 
• 

• • 

• 
• 

At a reception mee~ing tpnc1.ered D,1r. Bro.\vn in Boston, 
, 

. \ \ 

October 13th, 1854, '\VEN!JELL PHILL1rS" ESl\., in the course 

of an eloquent speech, said: ._ ' 

" I still more rejoice that 1\-11'. Browll has l·eturncd. Itctul'lled to 

what ~ Not to what he can call his' country.' The white man .. 

comes' home.' 'Vhcn :Milton heard, in Italy, the sound of arms 

from England, he hastened back" ,. young, enthu.!:Iiastie, and bathed 

in beautiful art as he was in Florence. ' I would not be away,' he 
, 

Raid, ' when a blow was struck for liberty.' lIe came to a country 
• • ~ 

where his manhood , ... 'as recognised, to fight on f~qun!footing. The 

hlnek man comes home ~o no liberty but th'.:' jHberty i)f 8ufl'ering -
• • • 

to' struggle in fetters fm' the welfare of his race.' Ifis a maghani-
• 

mous sympathy with his blood that brings such a mall back. I 

honor it. 'Y c meet to do it hOllOI'. Franklin's motto was, Ubi 

l£bei'tas, 'l~bi l)atl'ia' ,\Vhere liberty is, there is my country. Hnd 

our friem1 mlopte(l that for his rule, he would have stayed in Eu-

rope. Liberty for him i~ therC'. . , 
The c010r0(1 man who rehu-ns, like 

• • 
• 

• 
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our fri(;;nc1, to labor, crushed and despised, for his l'flCC. 'sails undcr a 

higher flag: his motto is ' 'V nEUE ~IY co UXTitY IS, 1'1Ilam WII.!. I 0 

, 

BRING LIBERTY." 
, 

• 0 

• , 

As recently as the first of January, 18f>!!, JOHN REI\lOND, 

of Salem, Mass., obtained a passport from the then Secre

tary of State, vVilliam L. Marcy. 

Although, on some occasions, the officials of the United 

States government have refused to acknowledge colored 
\ 

A.mericans as citizens) - denying' them passports anu th.;! 
• 

like, yet, with a strange inconsistency, they are sometimes 

made recipients of hon6rs and emoluments not to be obtained 

by others than citizens of the United States . 
• 

. At a meeting of the Bar of the County of Suffolk, Nlass., 

held at the office of the Clerk of the Circuit Court of th(-! 

United Statf.;s, on Thursday, June 27, 1850, Ellis Gray 
-

Loring, Esq., was chosen Chairman, and Char1es Theodore 

Russell, Esq., Secretary. 

On motioD. of Charles Sumner, Esq., it was 
o 

Resolved, That RODERT ~f.oR1tIs,.I"Esq., bc rccommendcd for ad-
o • 

mittancc to practice as a CouI)sellol' and Attorney of the CirC11it and 

District Courts of the United States. 

• 
• " 

• 

(Signed,) 

ELLIS GHAY LORING, Clwinnan . 

elIAS. THEO. HUSSELL, Sec'y. 

In accordance with this resolve, 'Mr. MORRIS p.resented 

himself before Justice Sprague, of the United States District 

Court, ' who, it is presumed, had ample evidence of his 

• 
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eolor, and was duly admitted to practice in the Courts' of 

the United States. 
• 

l\,fACON B. ALLEN, another colored lawyer, was ,adnlitted 

in l\I.aine, to the Cumberland Bar, on examination, and sub-
\ . 

seqllcntly in l\fassachusetts~ to the Suffolk Bar, on certifieate . 
. 

A.mong those who congratulut~d him on his appointment 
, 

were Hon. Jolin G:. Palfrey, and Professor Greenleaf, of 
, 

IIanrard U niversit.y. 

GEORGE B. VASHON was also admitted, on examination, 

before the Now York Bar, in 1848. A correspondent of 

the Philadelphia Inquirer alludes to his admission as Attor

Bey, Solicitor and Counsellor of the Supl'eme Court of the 

State, and adds, that he evinced a perfect knowledg<t., of the. . 

mdiments of law, and a familiar acquaintance with Coke, 

I..4ittleton, Blackstone, and Kent. 

\Vhen it is remembered that most lawyers are admitted 

by certificate, great credit will be awarded 1\lessrs. ALLEN 

and VASHON, who pussed the ordeal of open court examina

tion with signal credit. 

lVlessrs. .MORRIS and ALLEN aro now Justices of the 

Peace for l\Iassachusetts. • 
• 

The Constitution of the United States declares" that the 

eitlzens of each State shull be entitled to all the privileges 

and immunities of citizens in the several States." 

The Act of February 21, 1799, granting patents for usc

ful improvements, authorizes the issuing of a patent on1y to 

a " citizen." Cannot a luan of color obtain one? Such 

has been done, und he would be a bold officer who should 

• 

• 

.' , . 



• 

COLOUED AMERICANS. 
• 

refuse One on the ground of color. The Act of 1831, on 

the subject of copyright, is one of the smue character. 
\ 

So the Act of December 31, 1792, concerning th~ regis-
• • , 

toring and recording of ships or vessels. It is enacted, that 

no vessel shall be considered or treated as an American 

vessel, unless she is owned and c01nm.anded by an '( Ameri~ 

can citizen; " men of color have owned vessels, and they 

have always been considered American vessels. 

So by th~ Act of' February 18, 1793, for enrolling and 

licensing vessels for the coasting trade and the fisheries, a 
• 

like oath must be taken by the owner before she can be 

permitted to engage in the same -' . a " citizen" only can do 

it ; but cannot and have not men of color? 

So the militia law uses the ,vords 'White male citizens; 

implying that there are other citizens besides white ones; 

for else the word citizens would not have been used. It is 

true, colored men arc exempt fron1 military duty, but so are 

all persons under eighteen, or over forty-five, years of age, 
, 

and all females; but yet, Congress can call all these into the 

army or navy, or militia; and none will contend that exemp

tion from military service proves political inferiority. 

So the Act of l\lay 15, 1820, makes it criminal for a 

" citizen" to engage in the slave trade. Can people of 
, 

• 

color do it? And yet penal laws are construed strictly. 

So the Act of ~Iay 28, 1796~ for the relief and protection 

of American seamen, declares that any " citizen" sailor 

can obtain. from the custom-house officer a certificate of his 

citizenship; men of color have often done this) and can again. 

28* 
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• 

So the Act of July 20, 1790, for the regulation of sea

men in the merchant's service, pl'ovides, that every ship or 

vessel belonging to a -, cit-izen or citizens" of the United 

StMes, of a certain burthen, on a foreign voyage, shal!, un-

der a severe penalty, be provided with a medicine chest . 
• 

Are not men of color bound to comply with this law? 

Impressed colored sailors have been claimed by the l'l"a

tional Government as " citizens of the U nitl:,d States." 
• 

If a man of color in New York or Pennsylvania should 

'. :sue a white citizen of Connecticut in the Federal Court, 

wOLlld it be a good plea in abatement that one of the parties 

is a man of color ? ~. 

The question of colored citizenship came up as a national 
• 

question, and was settled, during the pendency of the Mis-
sOUl'i question, in 1820. 

It will be remembered, that that State presented herself 
, 

• 

for admission into the Union, with a clause in her Constitu-

tion pl'ohibiting the settlement of colored citizens within her 

borders. Resistance was made to her admission into the 

Union upon that very ground; and it was not until that 

State receded from her unconstitutional position, that Presi-
• 

dent 1\for.roe declared the admission of Missouri into the 

Union to be complete. -

According to Niles's Register, August 18th, vol. 20, pages 

338 and 339, the refusal to admit :Missouri into the Union 

was not withdrawn until the General Assembly of that State, 
• 

in conformity to a fundamental condition imposed by Con-

gress, had,· by un act passed for that purpose, solemnly 
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• 

enacted and declared, "That this Stato (l\lissouri) has as-

sented, and does assent, that the fourth clause of the twenty .. 

sixth section of the third article of their Constitution should 

neve:!" be construed to authorize the passage of any law, and 

that no law shall be passed in conformity thereto, by which 
• 

any citizen of ekther of the United States shall be excluded 

from the enjoyment of any of the privileges and immunities 

to which such citizens are entitled, under the Constitution of 

the United States." 
. . 

• 

· . 
• • 

A free colored citizen of the county of 'Vest Chester, in 
• 

the State of New York, named GILBERT HORTON, was em

ployed as a sailor on board a coasting vessel, which touched . \ . . 
• 

at a port in the District of Columbia. 11orton went on 

shore, and while peaceably walking in one of the streets of 

the city of \Vashington, was seized and thrown into jail as a 

fugitive slave. After he had been in jail a month, the fol

lowing noticy appeared in the National Intelligencer, Au· 

gust 1st, 1826 :-

"\Vas committe(l to the jail of \Vashington county, District of 

'Columbia, on the 2d of July last, as a nmaway, a ucgro man by the 

name of Gilbert Horton. He is five fe~t foUl' inches high, stout 

made, has large full eyes, and a scar on his left arLil ncar the elbow. 

Had on, when committed, a tarpaulin hat, linen shirt, hlue cloth 

jacket and trousers. . Says thnt he was born free in the State of New 

York, Ileal' I'eekskill. The owner or OW11ers of the above described 

llegro, if any, are requested to come and prove him and take him 

away, or he will be sold for his jail fees and other expenses, as the 

law directs. 
II IUCHARD BURU, 

• 

u FOR TENCH lUNGOI~D, illal'sn.al." 

•• 

. 

•• 
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This advcrtisement happencd to meet the eye of the Hon. 

\Vm. Jay, u son of the celebrated Governor John (Jay, who 

took immediate measures 'to procure a meeting of the citi~ 

zens, Qf \Vest Chester county.' That meeting adopted a 
, 

series of resolutions, requesting his Excellency De "Vitt 

Clinton to demand from the proper authorities the instant 
, 

liberation of florton, as a free citizen of the State of New 

York In reply to the Governor's letter, he was informed 

that the l\1urshal, having become satisfied that 1-10rton was a 
, 

free man~ had liberated him. The truth probably was, that 

the :Marshal had notice of the proceedings of the State of 

" 

• 

New York, and knowing (what .was generally well known) ,-

that De \Vitt Clinton was not a man to be trifled with$ and 

that he would, at any huzard, 111aintain and defend the rights 
, 

of his own State, and every citizen of it, with a firmness and 

a perseverance not to be evaded or eluded, pI'eferred the 

immediate liberation of 1-lo1'ton, by what might seem to be 
• 

a voluntary act, to a compulsory discharge, in pursuance 

of a requisition from the Governor of a free State. 

The following is a copy of the lotter of' De· Witt Clinton 

United States, in the 

case alluded to : -

" 

" AL13A:-l'Y, 4th September, 1826. 

B Sm., I lUlYe the honor to inclose copies of the proceedings of a 

respectable meeting of inhabitants of ,Vest Chester connty, in this 

State, Hnd of an affidavit of John O'well, by which :a appears that 011e 

GU.llEH'r IIull.Tu:N a free man of color, ancl a CITIZEN of this State, 

is unlawfully imprisoned in the jail of the city of "\Vashington, and 

• 
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is advertised to be sol(l by the ~:1nrshnl of the District of Columbia. 

From whatflver authority a law authorizing Buen proceedings may 

have emanated, whether from the muuicipalityof "\Ynshington, the 

Legislature of :Maryland, or the Congress of the United States, it is, 

at least, void and unconstitutional in its application to a CITIZEX, 

and could never have intended to extt.'nd further than to fugitive 

slaves. As the District of Columbia is under the exclusive control 
• • 

of the national government, I conceive it my duty to apply to you 
. , . 

for the liberation of Gilbert Horton, as ((, freeman and a citize'il., ailCl 

feel persuaded that this request will be foUowed by immediate 

relief. I have the honor to be, &0., 

- "DE \VITT CLINTON." 
, 

, 

SOIAO!vION NORTHUP, a citizen of Washington county, 

State of New York, was kidnapped in 1841, and conveyed 

to Louisiana, and there held as a slave .. for twelve years; 

but, through an almost miraculOl,is chain of circumstances, 

he was enabled to impart the fact to his friends at Saratoga. 

His Excellency, vVashington Hunt, ~emanded from the au

thorities of Louisiana the safe deliyery of Solomon Northup, 

ar'ee dt'izen of the State of New York. The demand was 

complied with, and he ,vas restored to his farnily and 

friends. 

HOSEA EASTON thus forcibly alludes to the claims of col. 

ored Americans to the rights and privileges of citizenship: -

" In this country, we behold the remnant of a once noble, 

but now heathenish people. 1 would have my readers lose 

sight of the African character. For at this time, circum

stances have established as much difference between them 

and their ancestry, as exists between them and any other 
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race or nation. In the first place, the colored people who 
, 

are born in this country, are 'Americans in every sense of 

• 

the word,,-Americans by. birth, genius,habits, language, &c. 

They are dependent on American climate, American ali- ' 

ment, American government, and American nianners, to 

sustain their American bodies and minds; a withholding of 
• , 

the enjoyment of any American privilege from an Ameri-

ca~n man, either :governmental, ecclesiastical, civil, social or 

alimental, is in effect taking a\yay his means of subsistence; 

and consequently, taking away his life. Every ecclesiasti

cal body which denies an American the privilege of partici

pating in its benefits, becomes his murderer. Every State 

which denies an American a citizenship, with all its benefits, 

denies him his life. The claims the colored people set up, 

therefore. are the ciairns of Americans. Their claims are , 

founded in an original agreement of th~ contrac.ting parties, 
, 

and there is nothing to show that color was a consideration 

in the agreement. It is well known, that when the country 

belonged to Great Britain, the colored people were slaves. 

But when America revolted from Britain, they were held no 

longer by any legal power. There was no efficient law in 

the land except martial law, and that regal'ded no one us a 

slave. The inhabitants were governed by no other law, ex

cept by resolu~,ons vdopted from time to time by meetings 

convoked in the different colonies. Upon the face of the 

warrants by which these district and town meetings \vere 

caUe:d, there is not a word said about the color of the attend

ants. In convoking the Continental Congress of the 4th of 

• 
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September, 1774, there was not a word said abOllt color. 

A..t a subsequent period, Congress met again, to get in readi-
• 
• • 

ness twelve thousand men to act in any emergency; at the 

same time, a request was forwarded to Connecticut, New 
• 

Hampshire, and Rhode Island, to increase this bifmy to 

twenty thousand men. Now, it is \vell known that hundreds 
• 

of the men of which this army was composed were colored 
• 

men, and recognised by Congress as Americans. * *' * 

,~ Excuses have becn made in., vain to cover up the hypoc

risy of this nation. The most corrupt policy which ever 
• 

disgraced its barbarous ancestry has been adopted by both 

Church and State, for the avo\ved purpo,se of withholqing the 

inalienable 'i'';ghts of one part of the subjects of the govern-
. , 

ment. Pretexts of the lowest order, which are neither witty 
" 

nor decent,and which rank among that order of subterfuges 
• 

under which the. lowest of ruffians attempt to hide 'when ex .. 

posed to detection, are made available. * * * I have 

no language to express what I see, and hear, and feol, O~l 

this subject. '\Vere I capable ·of dipping my pon in tho 

deepest dye of crime, and of understanding the se-ionce of 

the bottomless pit, I should then fail in presenting to the in

telligence of mortals on carth, the true nature of .A.mericun 

deception. There can be no appeals made in the name of 

th? laws of the country, or philanthropy, or humanity, or 

religion, that aro capable of drawing forth any thing but the 

retort, you are a negro.' If we call to our aid the thun

der tones of the cannon and the arguments of fire-arms, 

(vigorously managed by black and white men, side by side,) 

, 
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as displayed upon Dorchester Heights, and at Lex.;.ngton, ' . 

and at vVhite Plains, and at Kingston, and at Long Island, 

and elsewhere, the retort is, you are a negro! If we pre-

sent to the nation a Bunker's I-lill, our nation's altar, (upon 

which she offered her choicest sacrifice,) with our fathers, 

and brothers, and SOllS, prostrate thereon, wrapped in fire 
- . . 

• 

- and smoke·· the incense of blood borne upward upon tlJe . , 
• 

,"ings of sulphurous vapor, to the throne of national ,honor, 
• 

with a halo of national glory echoing hack, and spreadi~g over 
, 

and astonishing the civilized world; and if we present the 
-. 

thousands of widows and orphans, whose only earthly pro- ' . 
• 

tectors were thus sacrificed, weeping over the fate of the 

departed; and anon, tears of blood "are extorted, on l~arn-
• • 

ing that the government for which their lovers and sire:b:had 
• 

died refuses to be their protector ;.. if we tell that angels 

weep in pity, and tha~ God, the eternal Judge, ' wiiI hear 

the desire of the humble, .judge 'the fatherless and the. op-
• 

• 

pressed, that the man of the earth may no more oppr.e~s,' 
, 

the retort is, YOU ARE A NEGRO! If there is a spar~t of 

honesty, patriotism, or l'01igion,in the heart or the source 
-

from whence sucn refuting arguments emanate, the devil in .. 

carnnte is the brightest sernph in paradise. . 

fion. Norton S. Townshend, in submitting to the Senate 

a bill in accordance with the wish of petitioners for equal 

suffrage, remarked, " That the reasons were so ably set forth 

in the following memorial of J. l\Jercer Langston, that noth

ing further seemed to be required; and as 1\11'. Langston 

had been nppointed by a State Convention of colored peo-

, 

, 

• 

• 
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• 

pIe, and therefore spoke by authority, the committee adopt 

the language of the memorial, making it a part of their re

port. " 

Ftom the memof\althus highly complimented, I make the 

following extracts. It was presen!ed to the General Assem

bly of the State of Ohio, Aprii 19, 1854:· . 
• 

" vVhat, then, are the grounds upon which we claim the 

elective franchise? • 

" In answering this question, we have to say, in the first 

place, that we ure men. Nor is it necessary to enter upon 

an argument in SUppOl't of so self-evident a proposition. . \Ve 
, 

possess the physicai, the intellectual and the morul attributes 

common to humanity. 'Ve have the ,same feelings, desires' 
• 

and aspirations that other men have; and we are capable of 

the same high intellectual and moral culture. As men, 
• 

• 

then, we have rights, inherent rights, which civil society is . , , 
• 

bound to respect, nay, more, which civil society is bound to

protect and defend. Prominent among those rights, and one 

which we deeply love and cherish, is the elective franchise,. 

is the privilege of saying who shall be our rulers, anel what 

shall be the character of the laws under which we live~ By 
none is this right held in higher estimation than by the col

oredmen. And those greatly mistake who think that we 
• 
• 

are contented without it. 'Ve are not. 'Ve know that it is 

one of our dearest rights. 'Ve feel that we ought to have it. -

"Ve feel that civil society is under obligation to secure it to 

us, and protect us in its enjoyment. The first consideration 

thut we offer, therefore, in favor of granting our claim, is 

29 





• 
• • 

• 

• 
• 

COLORED AMERICANS. 339 

of the Constitution, they continued to v(·te in North Carolina 

and Tennessee also. The Constitution of the United States 

makes no distinction of color. There is no word 'white' 

to be found in that instrunlent. All free p~ople then. stood 

upon the same platform in regard to their political rights, 

and were so recognised in most of the States of the Union. 

* • . *' 41: The free colored citizens of these 

States are as mnch entitled to the rights of citizenship, as 
• 

are men of any other cclor or complexion whatever. * .:I: «: 
• 

fro this day, in the State of Virginia, free colored persons, 
• 

born in that State, are citizens. " • 
• 

H We claim our enfranchisement also upon the ground tltat 

we are patriot·ic. It is a fact that we love this country. We 

love her Constitution, and we love those free institutions that 

might and ought to be built up all over this land under its 

benign influence.. Indeed, at no time have we manifested 

for this country' any other spirit than that of deep, abiding 

affection. And that, too, when we have been outraged and 

abused most barbarously. ~ :I' , * '* ~ *' 
" 'Their right,' (colored Americans) in the truthful lan

guoge of .John G. Whittier,' like that of their white fellow-
• 

citizen!;, dates back to the dread arbitrament of war. rrheir 
, 

bones whiten every stricken field of the Revolution; their 
• 

feet tracked with blood the snows of Jersey; their toil built 

up every fortification south of the Potomac; they shared 

the famine and nakedness of Valley Forge, and the pestiien

tia' horrors of !he old Jersey prison ship.' Have we, then, 
• 

no claim to an equal participation in the blessings which 

• 
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• 

have 'grown .out of the national independence,' which we 

fought -to establish? Is it right, is it just, is it generous, is 

it magnanimous, to withhold from u~ these blessings an~, 

'st.arye our' patriotism'? \Vhat foreigner, what hish or 
. _. - .. -

Gel:inan emigrant, has ever given such evidences of deep 
• 

.devotion to your government? And yet, you have taken 

pains to make a special arrangement by which, in due time, 

ttheyare to enter upon the full enjoyment of citizenship. 

To this arrangement we would not object. We simply ask 

that we, who have given such strong and significant proofs 
• 

<of our. love of this country and its laws, be clothed in the 
• 

livery of free and independent citizenship . 

. " As- touching this point, we would also submit the views 

()f l-1on. William H. Seward, as presented in the following 
" 

aetter : ' .' 
, 

" "VASIlIXGTOx,j\fay 16, 1850. 

" 'DEAlt SIlt: Your letter of the 6th inst. has been received. I 

Teply to it cheerfully and with pleasure. , 

"It is my deliberate opinion, founded upon careful observation, 
-• 

that the right of suffrage is ex.crcised by no citizen of N cw Y Ol·k 

more conscientiously, or more sinccrely, or with more bencficial re

:sults to society, than it is by the electors of African descent. I sin

-cerely hopc that the franchise will before long be extended, as it 

justly ought, to this race, who of all oth~rs need it most. 
-

'I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

\VILLIAM: H .. ·.8E\V ARD: 
• 

H Thus it will be seen that, in the estimation of such 

men - men ,vho have bestowed some thought upon our 
• 

condition and our conduct - that we are not all so ignorant 
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• 

zenship in this country? Is color a constitutional disquali. 

fication? If SO, there are a great many so-called white men 

who are not citizens, for we know not a few who would be 

taken for colm'ed men, if the complexion were the standard. 

Neither does the texture of the hair exclude anyone from 

the privileg"es of .Ameioican citizens, that is, in compliance 

with the edict of the Constitution. It is just as cons~.itutional 
• 

to ostracise all the bald heads, or ' heads with sandy hair,' 

. as to thl'ust a man, in the country, with woolly hair, outside 
. . 

the pale of American citizenship. 

" We believe the Government recognizes the existence 

of but two classes of population, natives, or citizens, and 
, 

aliens. 

"Colored men, born on the soil, cannot be aliens; of course 

not. They cannot, therefore, be naturalized.. 'Vho ever 
• 

• 

heard of a colored American being naturalized in the United 
• 

States? This government naturalizes' oreigners only. 'Ve 

must, then, be CITIZENS. Our white fellow"citizens may 
, 

withhold our right, but they cannot annihilate it. 

" And' now, with the broad, blazing sunlight of the Revo·· 

lution flashing across our path, and revealing to the gaze of 

all men the prowess and patriotism of colored Americans, 

in the hour that tried men's souls, we are told we are not 

citizens. Shame upon this ingrate G·overnment! But we 

will continue to regard ourselves as citizens, and as such 

demand our rights. We ask no favors at the hands of the 

U oited States." 

• 

• • 

• • 



• 

I 

COLORED AlIIERICANS. 343 

, 

• 

• 

CHAPTER II. 

ELEVATION. 

THE LIBERATOR AND ITS EDITOR .' WAr.KER's APPEAL MASSA-CnlT-
, , . ' -

BETTS GENERAL COLORED ASSOCIATION - COLORED COLLEGE AT 

NEW HAYEN COLORED CONYENTIONS MARTYR AGE OF ABOLI

'l'IONISTS 'DECLARATION OF' ANTI-sr,.'VERY SENTIl\tENTS "0 REV. 

THIWDORE S. WRIGHT . DU. JAMES l\1'CUNE SlIITH EXCLUSIYE 

SCHOOLS W~i. \~'HIPPEIt ' J. W. C. PENNIXGTON, D.D. TROY 

CONVENTION OF 1 a 41 FREDEltICK. DOUCLASS, 1848 PRINTER'S 

FESTIVAL A'r ROCHESTEU COLOltED CIIURCHES ' REV. THOllAS 
, 

PAULo REY. JOHN T. RAY)IOND COLORED ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIE-
, 

, 

TIES NATIONAL CONVENTIONS OF 181) 3 REFLECTIONS. 

COEVAL with the establishment of The Liberator in Boston, 

in the year 1831, the dormant energies of the oppressed col~ 

ored Americans became actively aroused, and the ways and 

means of elevation were prolific themes in theil' social gath

erings. Among the causes contributing to this hopeful state 

of things may be mentioned ~hc pamphlet of DAVID W AL'KER, 
-

published during the eventful period of Mr. Garrison's 

imprisonment in a Baltimore jail, for being an Anti

Slavery man, which was signally effective in rousing the 
, 

eloquence of' '\Valker. This appeal'waked up some feeling 
-

at the South, and 'a corresponding degree of vitality among 

the colored people. But the most potent instrumentality 
, 

that inspired the hearts of the colored Americans with faith, 
, 

, 

, 

, 
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the cause and its enthusiastic young advocate, to which 

pledge their life wns remarkably consistent. 
, , , 

'I remember, when a boy, in January, 1832, looking in at 
, , 

the vestry window of Belknap Street Church, while the Rd • 
. .. , 

itor of The Liberator and a faithful few organized the first 

Anti-Slavery Soeiety. • 
, 

The immediate result of the labors of th~ Anti-Slavery 
• 

press and the public lecturers, was the formation of exclu-
. 

sive organizations among the co~ored people. They, 
, 

and t'he great body of the Abolitionists, did not then see 
, 

. ' 

eye to eye in the matter of combined action, for many 

of the latter supposed their Anti-Slavery mission was ended 

whe,n they had publicly protested against slavery, without 

being careful to exemplify their' principles in every-day 

practice. Manlr of the colored -people, too, seemed to think 

that enough of heaven was opened unto them, when white 

people would talk Anti-Slavery; the idea of social political 

equality seemingly never being dreamed of by them. 

In accordance with this view, a society was formed, caBed 

the "Massachusetts General Colored Association," of which 

Hosea and Joshua Easton, tTohn E. S~arlett, Thomas Cole, 

James G. Barbarloes, \Villiam G. Nell, .qnd others, now , 

numbered with the dead, were' members, '\-~ together with 

Thomas Dalton, John T. Hilton, Frederick Brimley, Coffin 
, , , 

Pitts, 'Yalker Lewis, and others of the ,~' Old Guard,~~ who 
, 

\ \ 

yet remain with us. The object of this Associ'ation was the 

proJllulgation of Anti-Slavery truth. In January, 1833, it 

made application to be received as an auxiliary to the 
, 

• 

• 

• 

, 

, 

, J 
• 
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Massachusetts (then New England Anti-Slavery Society,*" 
, 

through the following lettet" : -
• 

• 

DOSTON, January 15, 1833. 

To the Board of Jlanagers oj f,/~e Nmo England .llnt-i-Slavery Society: 
, 

The ~IassltChusetts General Colored Association, cordially approv

ing the objects and principles of the New Englancl Anti-Slayery 
• 

Society, would l'cspectfully communicate their desire to become' 
• 

auxiliary thereto. They have accordingly chosen one of their mem--
bers to attend the annual meeting of the Society as their delegate, 

• 
• • 

(~fr. JOSHUA EASTON, of North Bridgewater,) Rnd solicit his accep-

tance in that capacity. 

THOl\fAS DAI.JTON, p-,.esident. 

,\YfLLIAll G. NELL; Vice President. 

JAMES G. BARBADOES, Sec1'ctal'Y • 

Of course, this request was cordially granted; but they 

and their white friends soon learned that complexional 
• 

Anti-Slavery societies, as such, were absurdities, to say the 
.. 

least, and hence, such distinctions soon melted into thin 

air; and if the spirit of Susan Paul takes cognizance of 

events familiar to her when in the flesh, she is now rejoicing 
• • 

in her association with the Anti-Slavery societies of that 

time, their H l\Iartyr Age," and her share in the perils con-
• 

sequ~nt upon the burning of Pennsylvania Hall. 

From the time of the mobbing of \Viliiam Lloyd Garri-
• 

son and George Thompson, and the women's meeting at 
• 

• At this meetin~ of the Anti-Shwery Society, Rev. S,nU;),L 8NOWDEN was 

elected a Counsellor; the next year, J ,UIES G. BARRADOES and J OSlIlJ A EASTON; 

and subsequl::ntly, JOliN T. lIIT.TON was appointed, who, with CUAULES LENOX 

RE)IOND, is now Vice l}resident. 

• , 
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Francis Jackson's, in IIollis street, where IIarriet Martineau 

consecrated herself to the cause, and historically identified 
• 

herself with the 'colored people, colored and white have met 

together on one .Anti-Slavery platform, where, "like Idn

dred drops. they mingle into one." 

John Remond and Prince Farmer, of Salem, and Susan 
• 

Paul, of Boston, became life-memhers of the Massachusetts. 
• • • • 

• 

A.nti-Slavery Society in 1835. Subsequently, oth~r names 
• 

were enrolled from New Bedford and elsewhere, and col-
• • 

ored persons also~ connected themselves with the American 

Anti-Slavery Society. And if there are any colored friends 

who do not now participate freely with their white brethren 

and sisters, in their efforts for the slave's redemption and 

their o\\'n elevation, it is only because they choose to absent. 

themselves, and not because of objections on the part of 
• 

others. 

The presence of ROBERT .PURYI~ on the platform of the 

American· A. S. Society as presiding officer, or of CHARLES 

LENOX REl'IOND, President, for several years, of the Essex 

County Anti-Slavery Society, with the distinguished position 

occupied by themselves and WILL:lAl\I WELLS BROWN as 

orators, fully justifies what MARIA 'VESTON CHAP~AN claims 

for the American Anti-Slavery Society, when she says it is 

"church and university, high school and common school, to 

all who need real instruction and true religion. Of it what 

. a throng of authors, editors, lawyers, orators, and ac

complished gentlemen of color have taken their degree! It 
has equally implanted hopes and aspirations, nol;Jle thoughts 

, 

, 
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and sublime purposes, in the hearts of both races. It has 
• 

prepared the white man for the freedom of the black man, 

and it has made the black man scorn the thought of enslave

ment, as does a white man, as far as its influence has ex .. 

tended. Stre.ngthen that noble 'illjluence! Before its or

ganization; the country only saw here and there in slavery 

some' faithful Cuojo~ or Dinah,' ,whose strong natures bIos-
\ ; , 

somed ev'en in b~ndage, like a fine plant beneath a heavy 
, , - , 

-, 

stone. Now, under the elevating and cherishing influence 

of the American Anti-Slavery Society, the colored race,

like the white, furnishes Corinthian capitals for the noblest 

temples. Aroused oy the American Anti-Slavery Society, 

the very white men who had forgotten and denied the claim 

of the black man to the rights of humanity, now thunder that 

claim at every gate, from cottage to capi,tol, from school

house to university, from the railroad carriage to the house 
, -

of God. He has a place at theh- firesides, a place in their 

hearts the man whom they once cruelly hated for his color. 

So feeling, they cannot send him to Coventry with a horn-book 
, , 

in his hand, and call it instruct'ion! They inspire him to 
, -

climb to their side by a visible, acted gospel of freedom. 
-

Thus, instead of bowing to prejudice, they conquer it." 
-

In IS:31, the plan of Arnold Butfum for a colored col-

lege at New Ilaven was thought favorably of by the friends, 

white and colored, andl\fr. Garrison, during his first mis

sion to E'ngland, was expected to sec,ue funds for the 
, 

same; but a variety of causes pre:vented his receiving any. 

donations, and the persecution of Prudence Crandall ut 

• 

, 
, 

" 
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Canterbury, Conn, and the attack. upon the school-house at 
, 

Canaan, N. 11., had the effect to open the doors of col

leges and seminaries ·to youth, irrespective of complex

ion, and the necessity or what seemed to be such for a 

colored college was superseded. 

Since that time, colored students have been admitted· at 

'Vilbraham, Leicester, Andover, Dartmouth, and at the 

majority of the institutions of learning in the New Eng-
• 

land, Central, and \-Vestern States. 

In .June, 1831, six months after the advent of The Libe. ... 
• , 

1·ator, the first Annual Convention of the People of Color 
• 

• 

was held in Philadelphia. New York, Pennsylvania, l\tlary-

land, Delawm'c and Virginia were the only States repre-
• 

sented. This Convention appointed Provisional Comlnit-

'tees, and named for Boston, Hosea Easton, Robert Rob-
• 

, 
" 

e1'ts, .James G. Barbadoes, and the late lamented Rev. Sam-

uel Snowden. Since then, there have been several Con

ventions held by colored i'Americans in different parts of 

the country, nnd no one can deny that some good has 

resulted therefrom. 
, 

The I-Iamiltons, the Sipkinses, and ~f constellation of oth-

ers from the Empire State, with those· named elsewhere 

from the various sec~ions, acted according to the light and 

promise of the times. Let us fulfil, during our mission, 

the prophecy of our fathers, who, in passing a way, have 

left us the legacy of their prayers unrl fondest aspirations 

for success. \Vhile they have wept in remembrance of the 

past, when denied even a tithe of our present opportunities, 

30 
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, , 

, 

" , 

by:-:C;urdisregard·'of ,the feeling's of the eommunity in th1s 
, 

, , 

,xBspect.", .' • • J3ut what, I would ask, is the great, the 
, ,J ' 

" , 

~ingle ohject or:: 'nHo9r meetings and societies ? I-Iave we 
- '. . . 

any' other' object than to impress upon the community this 

one principle, that the colored 'In,an is a man'~ and, on the 

other hand, is not the prejudice which would haye us 
, 

-exclude colored people from our meetings and societies the 

surne which, in our Southern States, dooms them to perpet

'unl bondage? " 

Rev. Theodore S. ,",Vright, at the Anti-Slavery Convention 

in Boston, 1\luy, 1836, alluding to the Oneida Institute, testi

:fled as follows: "God is there teaching abolition by 

:training white and colored young men together. 'The most 

.efficient cooperation I ever received was from those with 

whom I have associated in the seat~ of learning, my re

spected classmates. They have always been ready, to aid 

,and couosel me. 1\:ly heart has always gladdened to see 

,them. It is important to make the two races feel kindness 
• 

:' :and respect. for each other, even if but few do, so it will 

11ave an efiect 011 others. Get two men to love each other, 
, , 

• . . . . . , . 

1hough 'of t:vio nG..,tioI1~;and i(will:rhake th~!m love the whoh~ 
. .' '. . , , , . . . , , 

'
-}'1SS " :. ", " ' ,,' . . . ~ , 
~ ~ . ..' 

" , 
, , , , .., . ' 

, 

, , . . . . . , . ,.' .... ' . 

J allieS iYPC;1.1n!i:,:fJ.,~i·Jiih; J. V. DeGrasse, and their brethren 
, , . 

• • • • • • I' . '. :-. . . .'. . , 

in the lnedi2tt!pi~¢jfession, as also the trio of college Pl'ofes-
, ' , 

SOl'S, \Vl'ft. (L AHt~}l, Charles L. Reason and GeorgeB. 
. '. . . 

':. . 

Vashon'1 ReY,;' ,fl. II. Garnet, S. R. 'Vurd, Amos G. Beman, 
, 

and ot.hers, ln~{::, manifestly more cornpetent in their various 
, ' 

, 

caiiings fothi:wi1lg graduated at institutions where they 
, .. 

.' 
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contended for mental superiority with the mor·e favored 

class of white stLldent~. : 

. This principle is beautifully illustrated at Oberlin College. 

Among the classmates ftt this institution, at one time, were 
• 

Lucy Stone, John 1\1. Langston, Sallie Hoiley, \V m. H . 
• 

Day, and others of both complexions and sexes . 
• 

But, shout some, "Instruction! Instruction! Found 

schools and churches for the blacks, and thus prepare for 
• 

the abolition of slavery!" This, in the language of another, -
• 

" is shallow and short-sighted. The demand is the prepara-
• • 

t·ion; nothing can supply the place of fhat.. And exclusive 
> 

instruction, teaching for blacks, a school founded on 

color, a church in which -men al:e herded ignominiously, 

apart from the refining influence of asociation with the more 

highly educated and accomplished,· what are they? l\. 
• 

direct way of fitting white men for tyrants, and black men 
• • 

for slaves." 

\Vhen Dr. James l\l'Cune Smith returned {'t'om. 'Edin-
• 

burgh, in 1837) at whose University he had drank deep of 
• 

the Pierian stream of classic iiterature, the colored· citizens 
• 

of his native New York tendered him a public welcome. 
• • 

Ransom F. 'Vuke~ in their behalf, congratulated him on 
• .. 

having passed five years in a land where " a man's a man," 
• 

. without regard to his complexion, ' where the 'gentleman, 

the scholar, the Christian and the patriot did not restrict 

their benevolence to geographical limits, nor to the mean, 

degrading., iiiiberal, detestable and unholy distinction of 
• • • 

color which prevails in our otherwise happy land . 

30* 
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Dr. Smith. happily responded. Among other appropriate 

remarks, he said: ,~ I have striven to obtain educatioil, at 

every sacrifice and every hazard, and 10 apply such educa

tion to the good of OUf comrnon country. 1· have blessed 

the chance which threw me upon th", sympathies of, and 

opened up to me an association with, the \Vurdlaws and the 

I-Ieughs, the Andersons and the l\lm·rays,· ·lnen whose 

names are the property, neither of the city nor the time in 

which they dwell, but will be held in grateful remembranc'U 
• 

so long as civil and religious liberty shall be remembered; 
• 

and I wa::; further permitted, to the extent of my humble 

he says,) to battle side-by-side with them in the • 
,energ~es~ 

, •• 

-cause of the immediate and universal emancipation of 

.slaves." .-

Dr. Stnith was then obliged to leave his home to obtain 

the education his heart longed ~for. flow, no colored man 
- . 

need quit the United States for that purpose. 

In 1843, Dr. Smith delivered a lecture before, the New 
-. ; -• 

• • 

York Philomrethan and IIamilton Lyceum, on the Destiny 

of th{} People of Color, in which he advances the idea, 

" that we the colored Americans) are to remain amid the 
• 

institutions which enthral us, in order to bring liberty to the 
• • , 

one by purifying the other." And in 1849, in a letter on 

the Equa~ School Rights Question in Boston, he said: -'-
, 
• 

" It has ever been my solemn c01wiction, that separate or

ganizations 0 all kinds, based upon the color 0 the skin, 
, 

keep alice prejudice against color, and that no organiza- . 

Hons do this 'Ilwre effectually than colOl'ed schools. All ar-

-

-
-

-
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cause; satisfied to await the same issue with them, we al'e 

willing to labor for its achievement, and terminate our lives 

as martyrs in support of' its principles; under this banner 

we will rally our countrymen, without distinction of caste or 

complexion. Show forth to the world that the \vhite man 
" 

and· the colored, the rich and the poor, the bond and the 
• 

free, can all, on the platform of our common nature, live as 
• 

brethren, in harmony, peace, and unity, and you will havo 
'. 

levelled to the ground the most powerful barrier against 
• • 

universal emancipation." 
• 

Rev. J. 'V. C. PENNINGTON, in his lech]l'es' before the 
• • 

Glasgow Young :Men's Christian As~ociation, and the St. 

George's Biblical Literary and Scientific Institute of Lon· 

don, laid down the following as the basis of his argument: . 
. -. 

"The colored population 0 the United' State:> haee no 

destiny separate rom that 0 the nation of 'wh-ich they orm 

an integral part. Ollr destiny is bound up with that of. 
• 

..L'\.merica. Her ship is ours; her pilot is ours; her storms 

.... are ours; her calms are ours. If she breaks upon upy rock, . 
• 

we break with her. If we, born in America, cannot live 
• 

. upon the same soil upon terms of ~quality with the def;cend. 
• • • 

ants of Scotchmen, Englishmen, IrislHnen, Frenchmen, Ger

mans, Hungarians, Greeks, and Poies, then the fundamental 

theory of the American Republic fails and falls to the 
• • • 

ground." * 
• 

• 

• 
• 

• Reference was made to Rev. SAllUEL R. 'V AnD, for se"eral yeurs pastor of .:I. 

white church and congregation, and to Hey, H. H. G.UtNET, a member of the 
• • 

Young :'tIen's Institute at Troy. Dr. PENNINGTON fias himself exchanged pulpits 
• 

• • 

with several white pastors in Connecticut anll New York, and once presided over 
the Congregational Association. 

• , 

• 

• 

• • 

'. 
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• 
• • 

on the part of foreigners and their descendants~ is to coalesce 

with those to the" manner born." . From a paper devoted to 

the interests of the Irish in this country, I take the following 
. . 

pertinent suggestion: . .' 

"The more an Irishman abstracts himself from those 

associations exclusively Irish, the greater is his chance of 

. aml7llgamation with Americans, among whom his destiny is 
'. 

• 

cast, and in whose fraternity he is, after all, to look for the 

meed of his indystrious career. It may be safely observed, 

that those Irishmen who have thriven best in the. United .. 
• 
• 

States are those who have taken an independent stand, and, 

separating themselves from all clannish connections, have 

worked their way alone." 

The New York Tribune has recently sai:J, ~hat " nirie out 
• 

of every ten Catholic parents pt'efer their chi!dren instructed 

in good' common schools, rather than in the specially Catho

lic schools in the several States;" and it is equally true) 

that even the social organizations and clubs, so peculiar to 
• 

many old countrymen, are fast being regarded by the intel .. 
• 

ligent as inconsistent, in America, ,vhile they are contend

ing for the position' of American citizens .. -·- Shall we, col-
• 

ored citizens, native-Americans born, prove less republican 

than those who arc Americans only by adoption? Eagles 

fly alone; they are but sheep that always herd together. 

In the year 1847, a call was issued for a Convention to be 

held in Troy, N. Y. :Massachusetts, and some other States, 
• 

• 

regarding this us exclusive, it was, by general consent, mod

ified to a can for a National C01l1..'cntion 0 ColorecZ Ameri-

• 

• 
• 
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intelligent among them will jump on board the car of free .. 

dom~ and if there arc those who will cling to the flesh-pots 

of Egypt, why, they should not complain if the advancing 

train jostle them f!'om the track.-
-- , -

"Any person, of ordinary capacity, mDst know that, to 
-

become elevated, he must cultivate and practice the same 

traits which are elevating others around him; and if it is 
-

(as, indeed, we all feel it to be) harder for the colored rnan 
than any other, why, then, let him work the harder, and, 

eventually, the summit will be attained. \Ve shall not be 

transported, en masse, as the fabled palace of Aladdin was, 

by the hands of a magician, and set down upon some Ely

sian plain; but each for himself must aim for the height, and 

an excelsior march will soon place his feet; like the patri .. 

arch's of old, upon Pisgah's top, where the promised land 

of equality will be presented, in full view, to his longing 

eyes." 

From the"report of the Cam~ridge (~Iass. School Com .. 

mittee, submitted in 1851, we make the following extract:-
, , 

"In the Broadway Primary 8chool, a singular fact was noticed

viz., the mixture of four different rctces among the pupils the An-

glo-Saxon, Teutonic, Celtic,and Mricnn; but, by the influence of 

the teacher and of habit, there exists perfect good feeling °umQllg 

them, and there is no apparent consciousness of a difference of race 
, 

or condition." 

A gentleman who attended the examination of thi~ last·, 

mentioned school, in April, 1854, said of it in one of the 

o 

o , 

, 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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with those not colored like themselves" and all without the 
, . 

least apparent sign that such a spectacle was otberwise than 

ordinary. The various exercises were participated in by 

t.hern with commendable tact, zeal and deportment; anti, in 
, 

the Committee's summing up, the marks of distinction for 

jstudies, p~lnctual attendance, nnd exemplary deportment, 

during the term, were very flattering. In map-drawing, n 

colored pupil exceHed all others." 
• 

From FREDERICK DOUGLASS'S speech in Ford· Street 

Church, Rochester, N. Y., l'tfarch 13, 1848, I make the fol· 

lowing extract:· . '. 
, . 

• 

• 

"I am well aware of the anti-Christian prejudices which 

have excluded many'colored persons from white churclles, 
, 

and the consequent necessity for erecting their own places 

of worship. This evil I wO~.ild charge upon its originators, 

and not the colored people. But such a necessity does not 
, 

now exist to the ·extent of former years. There are socie

ties where color is not regarded as a test of membership, 

and such places I deem more appropriate for colored per

sons than exclusive or isolated organizations. 

" I look upon all complexional· distinctions, such as negro 
, 

pews, negro berths on steamboats, negro cars, Sabbath or 
• 

week· day schools or churches, &c., as direct obstacles to 
• 

the progress of reform, and as the means of continuing the 

sla ve in his chains." 

At the anniversary celebration of Franldin's birthday by 

the printers of Rochester, N. Y., in January, 1848, Mr. 
. 31 

• .. 
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At a later day, JOHN 'r. RAYl\IOND occupied the same 
, 

pulpit, and proudly do I testify to one fact conspicuous in his' 
, 

, , 

ministry. Education, Anti-Slavery and Temperance al-
ways received fro In him deserved attention. Lecturers on 

the various reforms were cordially solicited to address his 

"church, in which exercises he participated with credit to 

:himself and satisfaction to others. He believed and taught, 

,that "man, educated, will ever be better than when igno-
, 

·rant. " 

Colored (tien and women, especially the younger portion, 

'are looking forward,' aiming to expand their minds, and they 
, 

, 

will not be satisfied with' any thing short of what tends' to 
• 

"improve, elevate, and refine." Whiiti" colored churches 

do exist, let the pulpit be fined by those to whom the aspir

ing mind can look up with confidence. Even this is an " 

advanced step, and witi better prepare all for the advent of 
, 

a brighter day. 
, 

"Did we at the North says Wm. J. \Vatkins occupy a 
-

position analogous to that -of our Southern brethren, were 
, 

we compelled, on account of our complexion, to occupy the, 

highest seat in the synagogue, or hide ourselves in some re

mote cO~'ner, and catch the crumbs as ... ·· they fall from the 

white man's table, then would there be extenuating circUln-
, 

• 

stances sufficient to justify us in worshipping God exclusive-

ly undel' our own vine and fig tree. But no such mitigating' 

circumstances present themselves. Churches in which we 
, 

can unite and worship God as men and brethren are thrown 

wide open for our reception, but how few or us wond our' 
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ehould labor to come up themselves, that Illinois and Indi~ 

'~- una, with theil' Black Laws repealed, and Pennsylvania, - . 

. .. . ' - .. :\\':.ith he1" colored suffrage restored, may stand side hy side 
• . . . . 

with the more liberal and liberty-practising States in other 

parts of the Union. When rights are to be discussed and 
· 

contended for, it is of vital importance that we invoke n 

union of all true hearts, as they have wisely contemplated 
• 

in Toronto, Canada, where the Constitution of their Provin-

cial Union embodies measures to ilrtlte't' 'p1~omote literature, 
• 

general ·intelligence, active benevolence, and th.e principles 
• 

0' uniccrsalrcedom, not based on complexional considera-
• t·wns. 

Associations) like individuals, to a certain extent, are con .. 

trolled by the surrounding atmosphere; as, for instance, 

· when the .Massachusetts State colored) Conncil met in 
• 

New Bedford, the fuct that Protective Unions already exist-

· ed open to colored and white stockholders eql:,;ally,' . that 

colored children shared 'equal school privileges with the 

whites, . that a colored man, the President of the Council, 

/' 
• 

was au officer in pay of the city, and· that· they anticipated . 

that the time would soon COlne when colored and white 

jurymen would sit on the same panel, these facts, and 

· their legitimate consequences, visible in the body politic, 

:had the effect to prevent the Council from adopting ariy 

exclusive measures, and even from endorsing the Colored 

• 

Industrial School. .. • • 

The position of those colored Americans who complain 

of their brethren for not taking steps backward to accom-
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modate' their lower level, is analogous tn the slaves asking 

. fteemen to put on chains, barbarians requiring a people to 

abandon civilization, the Pope of Rome abolishing railroads, 

or those ancients who burned the Alexandrian Library, be

cause they had no literature. of their own. 

There is' a glaring inconsistency in exclusive colored 

action on the part of those who claim to be Anti-Slavery 

reformers. 1~he idea, carried ·ouli. to its legitimate eonclu

sion, would frustrate all such hopes as were cherished by

many of seeing FREDERICK DOUGLASS elevated to the 

United States Congress; for, on their theory, a colored 

Congress must be organized, as the only one where consist

ency would allow of his credentials being presented. 

That colored Americans should not be isoluted, but parti-
. 

cipatc with other Americans in the duties of legislation, as 

every ,where else, is an essential element in the Anti-Slavery 

philosophy, but one, of course, equally derided by Coloniza

tionists and slaveholders. In the ColonizaUonist for Sep

tember, 1833,.Cyril Pearl alluded to Mr. Garrison as the 
. 

man who encourages the colored population -to fJxpect the 
• 

time when H our St~.te and National assemblies will contain 

a fair proportion of colored representatives." 

How indignant does the colored· man feel, when some , 

Colonizationist denies his equal rights in churches, public 

'places and conveyances, by saying~ "lVlty don't you, go 

a.mong your own people, where you belong ~ " And yet, in 
• 

. many instances, the very individuals whose sensibilities .are 

thus wounded, are themselves active in upholding colored 

• 
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institutions. By sneh a course, they blunt the· sword of 

their denunciations against colorphobia. . 

Others protest against ihc blending of colored with white, 

for tcar of the loss '~)f identity on the part of colored people; 

and further, for the reason that it will have a tendency to 

turn aside patronage from colored professional men, trader~ 

and mechanics. All this is either an ignorant or wilful per

version of the matter. H Competition. is the life of trude." 

If colored genius will but imitate the successful examples 

among the whites, th(~ public will sUl'ely reward tho perse

,vel'ing effort. 

I-Ion. Uufus Choate, in opposing the colored military peti

tion in the :Massachusetts Constitutional Convention, remark

ed, that "though the colored 'man should win Bunke1" Hills, 

tlte color will cleave to him still," .. a sentiment based on 

Henry Clay's Colonization speech in the Senate, Feb. 7th, 

1839, when he asked, " Do they the Abolitionists) not per

ceit'e, t!tat in thus con o'Unding all the distinctions wkiclt 

God. himsel" has made, they arra'ign the wisdom and good

ness 0: Prol'idence itsel 1 It has been his divine pleasure 

to make tlte black man black and the white man wkite, and 

to distinguish tltem by other l'epulsil'e constitutional dier

ences." So far as the conduct of some colored people is 

concerned, they are constantly strengthening that statement. 

It is possible so to deport ourseI yes, that the idea of color 
• 

shall be forgotten. Do not let it be our fault, that the 

white people are for ever being reminded of the fact. We 

need not always give color to the idea. Rather let us give 
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them the impression that we are nion and women, which is 
• 

far preferable. Let our enemies, and not oUt'selves, rear 

the barriers of separation and exclusiveness. 

\Vhy do we content ourselves with reposing at the base 

of the hill, when, by an ascent to its summit., we can obtain 

ingress to its marble hun~~, where none luay molest or make 

afraid! \Vhy do we yet hanker after the flesh-pots of 

Egypt, when the "delectable mountains n of the long-' 

promised land of Equality greet our vision, and humane 

hearts and helping hands conjure and becl{on us to come 

and occupy! 

IVlr. Garrison has, at times, been supposed to be a colored 

man, because of his long, patient and persevering devotion 

to our cause. 1-Ie himself (although there is no need of 

his words to tliat effect) often expresses himself as wholly 

identified with us H colored all over"; and yet, there are 

those, for whom he and others have made themselves 111ur· 

tyrs~ who can propose societies and action for elevation, 

from which 'Villiam Lloyd Garrison, 'Vendoll Phillips, Ger

ritt Smith, and their fellow-philanthropists, would be exclud

ed. ,\Vhen my hoad or heart accepts this theory, I shall 

be in a fit condition to believe in the Colonization dogma, 

that our Almighty Father has interposed an insurmountable 

barrier between the white and colored portion of I-lis chi}d~ 

ten, and that we are, indeed, a pecuHar, isolated, distinct 

race, and always to he so; a state of things in the COD

templation of which angels weep, and fiends clap their 

hands for joy. 
-
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" But.," ask somo, " do Colored Conventions result in no 

good r" To this it is but necessary to reply, that, when a 

body of intelligent and aspiring colored men assemble to 

interchange opinions, the relation, of course, is often un in

structive one, and the white communities wherein they meet 

aro sometimes favorably affected by their presence; but 

this, and, i!'ldeed, all that the most sanguine adherents can 

legitimately anticipate therefrom, is not an equivalent for 

the infraction of Anti-Slavery principle, to say nothing of 

the great sacrifice of time and effort., always the penalty of 

Colored Conventions. 

Let us he in perpetual session of the whole on the subject 

of human rights, reporting progress from time to time; 

form business relations, (when possible, Hke the firm of 
, 

Williams & Plumb, in New York, colorcu and white in part-

nership; organize Protective Unions, and Industrial Colleges, 

of all ,who think and act alike, irrespective of complexion; 

and secure places in every workshop, book-store, or semi

nary, where, by dint of perseverance, opposition may be 

melted away, - " and the \york of elevation is accomplished. 

But, though Colored Conventions may not solve the prob

lem of a people's 'elevation, " all is not lost" thereby. As 

was once said in the old Repllblic, "Sparta does not depend 

upon one man;" so should we not attach all our faith to 

one man, or body of men, or set of measures, but .avail our

seives of them all, and then only as means to a noble, 

end, . the elevation of humanity. Let each man, woman, 

and child, aim to excel in those branches now monopolized 

-
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by the favored classes. Can Colored Con'v'entions teach n 

better lesson? Let us encourage the genius that may be 

exhibited by young colored men 'and women, not to inflate 

their vanity, but to develop into healthy growth the quali

ties that might otherwise lie dormant. Let us be charitable 

to those whotn vice and intemperance may have turned 

from the paths in which we oursclv~s love to walk; anci, as 
, 

was said by :Mrs. Child, " those WhOlU we now term Tom, 

Dick, and flarry, will, under our kind n1inistrations, become 

,Mr. Thomas, lVl1'. Richard, und Mr. flenry." Let us, as 

advised by Rev. Daniel A. Payne, "hold licentious men in 

the same repute as licentioLls women." Let us han ish from 

the social circle that spidt of detraction and backbiting, 

which is always the bane of society. 

It was my happy privilege, not long since, to meet a com

pany of colored men in my native city, among whom was a 

young man upon whom had been conferred the degree of 
, 

I\faster of Arts, he having passed through a course of the-

ology, and being now engaged in reading la\v, with a pros

pect of an early admission il) the Bar in one of the '''estern 

States. In conversation with him were two young physi

ciuns, one just graduated at Dartmouth College, the other a 

student at Bowdoin, having perfected his medical education 
, 

by three years' attendance at the hospitals in Paris. 

In various .cities and towns may now be found those 

home circles, where mental and moral worth, genius and 

refinement, lend their charms in giving to the world assur .. ' 

ance that, despite accidental differences of complexion, here 



, 
372 CON D I l' 1 ON A. 'N D PRO S I> E C T S 0 F 

, 

you behold a colored man, there a colored woman, compe

tent to fill any station in civilized society. Let us organize 

and sustain intelligent and happy homes, for in them, as 

has been truly said, rnny be found the substitute for both 

Church and State. 

The following testimony in regard to the charact.er of the 

colored people of this country is taken frorn a speech of 
• 

CHARLES LENOX REMOND, at the New England Anti-Sla-

very Convention, .l\Iay 30, 1854 ~-

"Since my friend Prince, of Essex, called attention to 

the character of the colored people, allow me to ask you to 
• 

.look in that direction for a moment; for, while .men li\'e in 

Boston, go ~lpon 'Change, walk up and' down the public 

streets, all the while coming in contaet with colored people, 

they do not understand their character; they do not kngw 

that, notwithstanding the constant pressure, from the com

mencement of' our nation '8 history, which has been exerted 

upon their manhood, their morality, upon all that is noble, 

magnanimous and generous in their characters, they have 

exhibited as many instances of noble manhood, in propor

tion to their number, as have been displayed by their more 

favored brethren of a white complexion. It was said here 

by ~1r. Prince, that the colored race is at once morally and 

physieally brave. Do not consider me, Mr. Chairman, in 

alluding to this subject, as feeling vain in regard to it; I 

only ask that the whole truth respecting n1y people tnay' be 

known, and there I will leave the success of their cause. 
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But I ask tho people not to nct blindly with regard to it ; not 
• 

to tnake up their opinions with this great weight of prejudice 

on their minds. I ask them to look upon this question im

partially, generQusly, magnanimously, patriotically, and I 

believe they will be converted to our movement . 
• 

" Sir, ! have tak~n note, for the last eighteen years, of the 

course pursued by colored people in Anti-Slavery meetings, 

for there was a tirl1e when the number of colored people 
. 

present was greater than at the present time i, and yester-

day, I had evidence that there was some courage left with 
• 

them yet. I refer to this incident only as an illustration of 

the character of this people generally in our country. 

'fhere was a meeting of Anti-Slavery friends in the basement 

of Tremont Temple, and a call was made for persons to 

come forward and give in their names, that they might be 

called upon, at any moment, to discharge not oniy a respon

sible, but dangerous duty, rescuing .Anthony Burns, and 

iny heart has not been so much encouraged for many a 

iong day, as when I witnessed a large number of the col

ored men present walk up to that stand, with an unfaltering 

step, and enrol their names. 

" vVhy is it that the .Anti-Slavery cause shOuld recommend 

itself to every well-wisher of his country? Because there 
• 

are men, white men, who have never been deprived of their 

citizenship, nor subjected to persecution, outrage and insult, 

_ who are honored for the patriotism they have exhibited; 

and if the demonstration of that feeling, or principle, or 

sentiment~ or whatever YOlt may please to call it, is worthy 

32 

• 

• 

• 



, 

• 

• 

374 0 0 N D I T I 0 }I AND P nos PEe'!' S 0 11 

in the coh:~red . man; and the last evening that I had the 

privilege of speaking in this house, I endeavored, briefly, 

to make it clear that, on every occasion where manhood and 

courage have been required in this country, the number of 

colored people volunteering their services has been equal to 

that of white people, in proportion to their number, fronl . 

the earliest U'loment of our nation's existence. 

" I think I may safely say, Sir, that the courage and pa .. 

triotism of the colored man are of a higher character than 
• 

those of the white man. There is not a. man of fair com-

plexion before me,. who has not something in this country to 

protect which the colored man does not possess; and, Sir, 

when I see them" in the moment of danger, willing to dis

charge their duty to the country, I have a proof that they 

are the friends, and not the enemies, of' the country." 

. From the Address issued by the Colored Convention held 

at, Rochester, N. Y., in 1853, and signed by Frederick 

Douglass, J. 1\1. Whitfield, I-I. O. 'V'agoner, Rev. A. N. Free

man, and George B. ,r ashon, I make this extract: -

"Fellow-citizens, we have had, and still have, great 

wrongs of which to complain. A heavy and cruel hand 

has been laid upon us. 

'"' As a people, we feel ourselves to be not only deeplyin~ 

jured, but grossly misunderstood. Our white fellow-coun

trymen do not }eno\\, us .. They are strangers to our char

acter, ignorant of our capacity, oblivious of our history and 
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progress, and are misinformed us to the principles and ideas 

that (;ontrol and guide us, as a people. The great mass of 

Anlerican citizens estinlate us, ~s being a characterless and ' 

purposeless people; and hence we hold up our heads, if at 

all, against the withering influence of a nation's scorn and 

contempt. 

" It will not be surprising that we are so misunderstood 

and misused when the lllotives for misrepresenting us and 

for degrading llS are duly considered. Indeed, it will seem, 

strange, upon such consideration, (and in view of the ten 

thousand channels through which rnalign feelings find utte

rance and influence,) that we have not fallen even lower in 
, 

public estimation tha.n we have done. For, with the excep

tion of the Jews, under the 'whole heavens, there is not to 

be found a people pursued with a lnore relentless prejudice 

and persecution, than are the free colored' pc(}ple of the 

U'nited States. 

"Without pretending to have exerted ourselves as we 

ought, in view of an intelligent understanding of our inter

est, to avert from us the unfavorable opinions and unfriendly 

action of' the American people, we feel that the imputations 

cast upon us, for our want of intelligence, morality, and .ex

alted character, may be mainly accounted for by the injus ... 

tice received at your hands. What stone has been left 

unturned to \.~grade us ? What hand has refused to fan the 

flame of popular prejudice against us ? 'Vhat American 

artist has not caricatured us ? What wit has not laughed at 

us in our wretchedness? What· songstel' has not made. 

, 
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merry over our depressed spirits? \Vhat press has not 

ridiculed and contemned us? VVhat pulpit has withheld 

from our devoted heads i\~ angry Hghtning, or its sanctimo-
• 

nious hate? Few, few, very few; and that we have borne 

up with it an .. that we have tried to be wise, though de .. 

nounced by all to be fools· that we have tried to be up

,right, when all around us have esteemed us as knaves

that we have striven to be gentlemen, although all around 

'us have been teaching us its impossibility that we have 

remained here, when all our neighbors have advised us to 

leave proves that we possess quaHties Qf head and heart, 

such as cannot but be commended by impartial men. It is 

believed that no other nation on the globe could have nlade 

nlore progress in the midst of such an universal and strin

gent disparagement. It would humble the proudest, crush 

the energies of the strongest, and retard the progress of the 

swiftest. In view of our circumstances, we can, without 

boasting, thank God, and take courage, having placed our

selves where we may fairly challenge comparison with more 

highly favored men." 

_.. ----

The following en{"{)ul'aging items have been ree-ently 

gleaned f.rom the field of improvement of colored people. 

A diploma has been awarded to a color~d girl in Ports

mouth, N. 1-1., and also to a young colored lad at one of 

the Boston public schools, to which he the only colored 

- . 
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• 

boy in the school) had secured 3.ccess hut l'i few months 
• prevlous. • 

At the semi-annual examination of the 

School, in Salem, Mass., a hymn was sung, the production 

of :Miss C. L. Forten, a young colored pupil. 

This year's graduating class at Dartmouth College con

tained one colored young man, Edward Garrison Draper. 

The class procured lithographic portraits of each other, to 

exchange frater.aally, and, to give color to their consistency, 

Draper's was arnong them as a brother be loved. 

A colored aspirant for classical knowledge has just ob

tained admitte.nce to an institution in Connecticut, after sev

eral years' refusal hy the faculty. 

A town in Worcester county, Mass., has chosen a colored 

man on the School Committee. 

A colored citizen of Boston has received an appointment 

as Auctioneer. 

Mrs. Fa J. Webb, the dramatic reader, is winning golden 

opinions from poets, authors, and the public. 

32t: 
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CONCLliSION • 

, . 

, 

, FnO,l\l, tpe fcr:~going pages, it will be seen that. the various 
, . 

conflicts by sea and land, ,,,hich have challenged the ener-
, 

gies of the ,U~ited States, have been signaliz{,d by t~e devo-
, 

, , , 

tion and bra,~~ery of colored Americans, des,!ite the persecu-
. " . -

, 

, 
, 

• , , , , 
, 

.. 
, , .. . , 

tiops heaped, Olympus high, uRq~tthem, by their fenow- ":,',' .. 
, . . . .. . . ' 

• • • • , 

worship or die, if need be, at Freedolu's IIhrine. The amor 
, - ' , , 

patrice has always burned vividly on the altar,of their hearts. 

They love their native land: " 
, 

, 

• 

• u For, O! there'8 n magical ti'e to the land of our home, 

Which the heart cannot break, though the footsteps may roam; 
, 

Be th,.nt land where it may, at the line or the pole, 
, 

It still holds the magnet that draws back the soul ; 
, 

'T is loved by the free man-'t is loved by the slave, 
, ' 

'T is dear to the coward more dear to the brave; 

Ask of any the spot they like best on the earth, 

Ancl they'll answert with pride, 't is the land of our hirth." 

Let it not be inferred, however, that because many 

,colored soldiers were, from the force of circumstances, 
, 

assigned a subordinate position by themselves during the 

war, that their more immediate descendants are to remain 

satisfied with a, half-way excellence. But, like Crispus 

, 

, ' ' 
, ' . 

, , 
• " 

, , ' , 

, 
, 





\ 

3 SO CON D I T ION A. N D PRO S PEe T 8 0 F 
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man, and the hour when he nobly uedicated his life to the 

emancipation of the slave, and the elevation of the nominally 

free colored AIIlericans. • 

" I CAN WAITt' were the memorable l~'ords of JOHN Q. 
I 

ADAMS, when his nlouth was gagged on· the floor of Con .. 

gress. rrhe world will bear witness, that. we have waited ; 

and) O! how patiently! We have learned . 

H IT ow sublime a thin Cl' it is o 

To suffer and be strong; " 
• • • 

but, though fmniliar with, we shall never grow reconciled to, 

the treatment: ' 
• 

u 0 ur hearts: though ofttimes made to bleed. 

''''"ill gush afresh itt every wound." 

The Revo!ution of 1776, and the subsequent struggles in 

our nation '8 history, aided, in honorable proportion, by colored 

Americans, have (sad, but true, confession yet left the ne

cessity for a second revolution, no less sublime than that of 

regenerating public sentiulcnt in favor of Universal Brother .. 

hood. ~eo this glorious consummat.ion, all, of every com

plexion, sect, sex and cond~~ion, can add their mite, and so 
• 

nourish the trce of liberty, that all may be ena_bled to pluck 

fruit from its bending branches; and, in that degree to 

which colored Americans may labor to hasten the day, they 

will prove valid their claim to the title, "Patriots of the 

Second Rcvoiution~" 

frhe l\nti.SJavory war waged for the last twenty-five 
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years has indeed been prolific in noble words and deed.s, 

and is remarkable for the succession· of victories, always: 

the re~ard of the faithful and persevering. To compare 

the present with the past those dal'k hours when the bugle 

blast was first sounded arnong the hills and valleys of New 

England,,, . we can hardly believe the evidence daily pre-
-

sented of the onward progress of those mighty principles 

then proclaimed to the American nation. The treatment of 

the colored man in this country is a legithnate illustration 

of " hating those whom we have injured," a.nd brings to my 
recollection that chapter in Waverly where Fergus Mac 

Ivar replies to his friend, when being led to execution

" You see the compHnlent they pay to our Highland strength 

and courage. Here we have lain until our limbs are cramped 

into palsy, and now they send six soldiers with loaded 
• 

muskets to .prevent our taking the castle by storm." The 

analogy is found in the omnipotent a.nd omnipresent influ

ence of American pro-slavery in crushing every noble and 

praiseworthy aspiration of the persecuted colored man. As 

in nature, the smiles of summer are made sweeter by the 

fro\vns of winter, the calm of ocean is made more placid . 

by the tempest that has preceded it, so in this moral battle, 

these incidental skirmishes will contribute to render the hour 
• 

of victory indeed a blissful realization. 

So sure as night precedes day, war ends in peace, and 

winter wakes spring, just so sure will the persevering 
• • 

efforts of Freedom's army be crowned WIth victory's peren-

nial laurels! 
• 



• 

• 
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• 

MILITARY CONVENTION AT 'VASHINGTON . 

• 

JANUARY 8th, 1855, the soltliel's of th(' war of 1812 celebrated the 

anniversary of the battle of. New Orleans by a Convention at 
• • 

Washington, having for its object the furtherance of the bill before· 

Congress giving one hundred and sixty aCles of land to all the 

soldiers of the last war with Great Britain. Among those present 
• 

was n colored man, named GEORGE R. ROBRRTS, a. well-known leB-
• 

ident of Baltimore, aml now over seventy years qf age. He attended 

in quest of a. pension for services in behalf of his country. He 

was a privateer, was captured and curried to J arnaicn, and, with 

half a dozen others, barely escnped the honors of yard-ann promo

tion. The J.tational Era informs "Us that he 'was requested, by Yote, 
• 

to make a. statement of his experience. He was introduced by Col. 

IJaldwin, and (says the '\Vashington Seniinel) "made his statement 

in an earnest and impressive manner, relating the incidents of his 

captivity and condcrnnation to death by the British, of his cxcllango 

nnd return home, and of his subsequent scryices under the celebrat

ed privateer commander, Captain Thomas Boyle, of Baltimore. 

His recital was received with applause. to 

- The '\Vasbington Convention was charaeterizcd by the presence, 

not only of white and black, but also of red Americans, all partici-
• 

pating in its proceedings, a striking and significant fact . 

, 
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Gen. Coombs addressed the old soldiers in bl'half of the red men 

who once owned this beautiful country, but who now had scarcely 

enough of it for a graveyard. He said some of them had fought by 

his side during the last war with Great Britain "ith perfect self

devotion, and had shared with him captivity nncI suffering. He 
wouln scorn to be the heneficiary of a Government that would take 

every thing away and give nothing in return. 

. -• 

TIlE CLATM:S OF THE RED MAN. 

The reader has alreacly learned, from the foregoing pages, some 
• 

fncts in regard ·to. the history of New England reel men, and their 

devotion to liberty. The followin.g is a copy of a petition sent, 

Borne years ago~ by an Indian of the Catawba tribe, to the Assembly 

of South Carolina:-

" I am one of the lingcripg emblems of an alnlost extinguished 
mce. Our graves will soon be our habitations. lam one of the 
few stalks that still remain ill the field, when -the tempest of the 
revolution is past. I fought against the British for yOllr sake. 
The British IJCtve disapperu:ed, and you are frc(:. Yet from me the 
Ihitish took nothing, nor have I gained any thing by their 
defeat. I pursue the deer for my subsistence; the deer are disap
pealing, and I must starve. God ordained me for the forest, and 
my llabitation is the shade; but the strength of my arm decays, and 
my feet fail in the chase. The hand which fought for your liberty 
is now open :for your relief. In my youth, I bled in battle that you 
might be independent; let not my heart in myoId age bleed for the 

• 

want of your conuniseration. 
l'ETER HAURIS." 

"The Indians arc now but few' in number;; (says 'YE"XDELL PHH.

LIPS, Esq., in an eloquent appeal in behalf of the red man, published 

in the jiass(tchusetts Quarterly RC'vle1o,) "separated from the domi-

• 
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• • 

nnllt races, isolated at school and church, and founel, after the lapse 
• 

of a century, and the trial of three generations,. in such a plight, 
, 

that humanity weeps, and the best statecraft is d.umb t\ud con-

founded. "'\Vhile the humanity of the State gathers up the blind, 

the dumb, the idiotic, and the insane, - while strong friends compel 

attention to the slave, let us sec, for once, the mercy of the ma-

jority townrd those whose only plea is their feebleness, their friend

liness, and t.heir wrongs. The first word from Indian lips that our 
• 

annals hayc prescrycd is 'lFdcome!' Let us so gn\·erll, that the 

last farewell of the going-out of the race may be " t- 'l'lw-tlks !' " 

A cluster of brilliant gemg "adorn this trihute of the gifted author, 

"whose heart, tongue antI pen arc :,\ free-will offering to the oppressed 

of eyery clime or kin; and to himself may be most truthfully 
, 

applied a quotation familiar to his own lips, whim u\"nrding honor 

to some of Xattue's noblemen, ' H The ocean of his philanthropy 

knows no shore." 

_.-._---

PAY~IENT FOR SLA YES LOST OR KILLED IN TIlE • 

llUBLIC SERVIC]~. 

In 1816, a bill was pending in the House of llcpl'esentatiYeg, to 
. 

pay" for In"opel'ty lost Of dC:'itroyc(l in thc public s(JrDi~c." A motion 

was made so to amend the bill as to grant compcnsi\tion for" slave,,, 

lost 01' killed in the public sel'yicc, in the f:;amc manner as oiher 
• 

In'opel'ty." This motion 'Nas rejected, only thirty-two members yot-
• • 

ing in its fayor. [Viele House Docs., ~o. 401, 1st Session, 21st 

Congress, "where tho Committee state the fact, and refer to the Jt{a-
• 

tiollal Intelligence), of Dec. 28, 1816.] 

The next case wus thut of D. Autcriye. lIe had claims agnimit 
• 

the United Stutes for wood uncI other neccss!lries furnished the 
• 

Army, und for the Joss o~ time and expense of lltu'sing a slave who 
, 

. 33 

• 



• 

386 

was 'woundccl in the service of government a.t New Orleans. The 

case of D. Auterlve was reported by the Committee on Claims,

the Chail1.uun who made the report, and byo other members of the 

Committee, being slaveholders. It states that "sluycs, not being 

rega.rded as jJ)'opedy, could not be paid for as such." This case was 

fully considered in the House, and the views of the Committee 

sustained. 

The bill to pay the pcol)le of \Vest Florida for slaves, lost in 

1814, was again hl'ought up ill 1843, and was rejected, by a vote of 

116 to 36. 

The case of " Pacheco" was l'eported UpOll first by the Committee 

on Claims, in 184:2, ' just eight days after ~fr. Giddings resignell. on 

account of the censure passed. on him by the House. lIe w~s 

Chairman of that Committee then, and they ,vould not allow such a 

report. It was subsequently reported upon by other committees, 

and the last time in 1848, when the Northern members of the Com

mittee made a minority report, drawn up by ~rr. Giddings, at the 

req nest of lIon. J Ohll Dickey. 

From the correspondence and speeches of lIon. J. R. Giddings, I 

am permitted to present the following facts: -" 
• 

Referring to the Pacheco case; he says, _. -" The claimant, in 183;), 
, 

residing ill Florida, pl'ofessed to own a negro man namccl I;ewis. 

This man is said to hayc becn very intelligent, speaking four lall-
, 

guages, which he read and. wrote with facility. The master hu"cd 

him to un officer of the Unitec1 States, to act as a guide to the troops 

under the command of :Major Dac1et for which he was to receiY<.~ 

tvt'enty-fiye dollars per month. The duties were dangerous and the 

price was proportioned to the danger. At the time these troops 

were massacred, this slave, Le ... vis, deserted to the enemy, or was 
, 

captured by them. lIe l'emaincd with the Indians, . acting with 

them in theu' depredations agaillst the white people, until 1837 t 

when, General Jessup says, lw 'u:as naptured by a· detaclwwnt of 

troops umlt''r his command. An Indian chief, named J um11er, sur-

• 

• 



• 

, 

• 

APPENDIX. 387 
, 

. 
, 

renderecl with Le'wis, claimed him as a slave, lIn-vi ng, as he sllid, 
, 

captured him at the time of Dade's defeat. General Jessup declares 

that he regm'ded him as a dangerous mall; that he was supposed to 

have kept up a cOlTespondence with the enemy from the t.ime he 

joined :Major Dade until the defeat of that officer •. To insure the 
.. 

public safety, he ordered him selllt ,~;ith the Inclians, belie"dng that, 

if left ill the country, he would be employeel against our troops, 
• 

lIe was sent. 'Vest, and the claimant now asks that we shall pa.y 
• 

him one thousand clollars as t.he value of this man's body." 
~ 

'Vith his (the slave's) extraordinary intelligence, 'with a knowl-
• 

edge of the wrongs he and his people had suffered at the hands of 

those who claimccl them. m:; property, he must have thirsted for YCll

geunce. . lIe could have felt no attachment or respect for a people at 

whose hands he had received nothing but abuse and degradation. 

Judge ~IcLean, in a. case brought before the United St~~tes Su

preme Court, admitted that, though some local laws had ~iven the 

character of property to slaves, the Constitution acts upon them as 

persons, and not as lJ?·oPC'1'ty. 

1\lr. Giddings, i.n the United States 11ou80 of llel)l'escntatives, 

December 28, 18-18, challenged proof that the IIouse, the Unite!l 

Stutes Supreme Court, or any respectable Court of any free State, 

has decided slaves to be property, undm' tlte ,'Federal Constitution; und 

yet, July 26, 1852, 11r. Charlton, of Georgia, niclecl by :\lr. Rusk, 

of Texas, and ~Ir. Cass, of )fichigan, th.ough opposed by ~Ir. Sum

ner, (in behnlf of 1:1r. Chase, who had prepared for the debate, but 

wus at this time absent, llot expecting the business to be then pre

sented,) succeeclecl in obtaining compensation for James C. 'Vatson, 

of Georgia, for his slaves, taken by the Creeks in the Seminole 'Var. 

This was the sequel to many years' able and unsuccessful efforts 

of thc friends of freedom in Congrcss against the acknowledgment 
, 

by that body, that man can hold property in man • 

• 

, 
• 

• 
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TRIBUTES O~., LAFAYETTE AXD KOSCIUSKO. 

Among the Europeans who left their homes and rallied ill defeD,ce 

of American Independence, history records no more illustrious numes 

than LA.l'AYETTE and KOSCIUSKO. ::Kot being tainted with American 
• 

colorphobia, t]1(lY each expressed rc.;;ret that their servicqs haa been 

made u partial, instead of a general, 1)0011. Head this extract from 

I~afayettc's letter to Clarkson: "I would lleYCr have dra'wn my 

sword in the cause of America, if I could have conceived thut there .. 
• 

. by I ,yas founcUng a hlnd of slavery." 
• 

Dlu ing his visit to the United States, ill 1825, he made inquiries 
• 

for several colored soldiers whom he rel11mubQred as participating 

,yith him in various skirmishes. Lafayette was consistent. lIavillg 
. 

bravely and disinterestedly aided in villllicating OUl' rights,. he did 
• • 

not incur the reproach of hYl)Ocrisy, by turning and trampling on 
• 

the rights of others. For.the purpose of applying his principles to 
, 

men of color, he purehasetl a plantation in French Guiana. Iris, 

first step 'was to collect all the whips and other instruments of torM 

ture and punishment, and mllkc ll. bonfire of th<::m ill presenc'C of 

the assembled slaves~ lIe then instituted a plan of giying a portion 

-of his ti:me to each sluye every week, with a promise, that as soon as· 

any OIle had ca1'uoc1 money enough to purchase an additional day of 

the ,voek, he should bo entitled to it, uud when, with his increased 
• 

time to ,,,"ork for llimself, he eould purchase another day, he should 

have that, ancl so 011, until he 'was mastcr of his 'whole time. In 

the then statc of Anti-Slu\'cl'Y scicnee, this gradual and sifting process 

was deemed llcecssary to form the c:har3.cter of ~laves, ancl to secure the 

safetv of the masters. Abolitionists would not elect this mode now. 
" 

They would tU1'll slaves at Olleo into frce laborers or leaseholders on 

the same estate, if possible, where they have been as slaves. Before 
• 

Lafayette's views were fully executed, the l"rcllch UevolutiOll oeM 

curred, which interrupteu his operations and made the slaycs free at 

• 

• 

• 
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once. But mark thE: conduct of the ungrateful und blood-thirsty 

blacks. "\Vhile other slaves ill the Colony nvuilecl themsclycs of the .. 
first moment of freedom to quit the plantations of their mU1::\ters, 

• 

IJafuyette's remaiilod, desiring to wOl'k for their humane and gene

rous friend. * 
KOSCIUSKO, the gallant Pole, was yOUllg when the news reached 

his ear that America was enelen yoring to release her neck from 
• 

Britain's yoke. lIe promptiy dC"\70tecl llimself to the service, and 

displayed a heroism. "which won universal respect. "\'Tashillgton 

loyed anel honored him, and the soldiers idolized his bravery; but 

his mnnly heart was saddened to learn that the colored lnan 'was 

not to be a. recipient of those rights which many a sable soldier had 

fought to obtain. Kosciusko, however, with the feeling that all 

Americans should have been proud to exhibit, (but, sad to tell, few 

did so,) endeavored to render some signal compensation to those 

with whose "n~ongs his own had taught him to sympathise; and, ns 

a grateful tribute to the neglecterl and forgotten coloreel m.an, he 
• 

appropriated $20,000 of his hard earnings to purchase and educate 

colored children. But, by the laws of Virginia, where the bequest 
• 

was to be curried iuto effect, t.his generous object was defeated . 

On the last visit to the 1Jnitcd States of this illush'ious donor, tIle 

",Hl was put into the hands of Thomas Jefferson, who was appointed 

Executor, to ptuchase slaves and educate them, so as, in his own 

words, "to make them better sons and better daughters." Jefferson 

transferred the trust to Benjamin I~. Lear. In 1830, the bequest, 

amounting then to $25,000, "was claimed by the legal heirs of 

Kosciusko. Interested parties subsequently recommended ·that the 

fund, if recoyereel, s110ultl be employed by the trustees in buying 

and educating slave children, with the view of sending them to 

Liberia, an object far enough at variance from the dOllor's inton-
• tlOn. 

• D_WlD LeE CHILD'S Oration. 

33 * 
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, This matter has been iulitigation a long while, and I have been 

unable to learn the conclusion. The circumstance reminds me of 

the following question, Ollce p~t.to a :Florida planter of twenty-five' 
, ' , 

years standing- :. "lIas any pl'operty" left by wiII to any colored 
" 

person, ever been honG:;tly and fairly acuninistered by finy white 

1)er80n ? " :M:ark his an8wer: "Such iIlstances might possibly have 

happened, but never to my knowledge." 

• .- " E 

HEROIC COLOUED ~IE~. 

A correspondent of the New Yark ObsC1'IJer, writing from, the 

West, says "Before leaving our boat, we must not omit to notice 

one of the waiters in the cahin. lIe is a man of history. That tall, 
, 

straight t active, copper-colored man, with a sparkling eye and in .. 

telligent countenance, wus Col. CLAY'S servant at Buena Vista. 

Fearless of danger, and faithful to his master, he attended the Col .. 
, 

onel into the midst of the fatal charge, sa,v him fall from his horse, 

and, surrounded by the murderous :Uexicans, at last carried the 

mangled dead body from the field. The lIon. HENRY, iu gratitude 

for such fidelity to his gallant son, has allowed this man to hire 

himself out for five years, aucl to retain half the proceeds; and at 

the eml of that time, gives him his freedom." 

" That is," says the Boston Christian Rli[!lster, "a. human being 
-

perils his life to save the life or bear off the body of another human. 

being, and for this act, he is to receive one-half of Ids own eurnlngs, 
< 

for five years, and at the end of that time, to be made a present of ' 

to himself! 

, 

In a letter published in The Voice of tlte FU[Jltive, Jun. 1, 185:3, 

Hm,AY 'Y ILSO'!ll' says: " I had un interview on yesterday morning, 
, 

with a colored mall. I will not at pl·ef.l~nt give his name, but he 'was 

n servant to General Taylor through the )Ie:xicun war, . was with 
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him at Palo Alto, :Monterey and Buena Vistn. IIe held a beautiful . 

testimonial in regard to his gentlemanly conduct md martial char

acter from the hand of Col. Grayson. He had large scars upon his 

person from wounds he received in the bloody battles. 'Vhat was 

rather remarkable, he told m\~ he saved the life of GCll. Taylor at 

:Monterey. A :Mexican was aiming at the Gener31 a deadly blow, -
whcll he sprnng ill between the assailant and the assailed, and slew 

the :Mexican, but received a deep wound fl'om a lance. So it would 

seem that a colored man gave to the U nitcd Stat{..~ a President, by 

saving his life in a terrific battle! I examined the scar left from the 

wound he received. at the time, which was as 10!1g as my finger. 

He was emancipated by President Taylor about one month before 

his death, but xeprescnts that his brother-in-law ,vas not ttcting an 

honorable pmt towards him as the reason for his coming to Canada. 

, Itepublics are ungrateful; so it is said, even to their lllost gallant 

heroes. llow honorable, how creditable to the United States, that 

such a man must fly to Canada for freedom! ! ! " 

• • 

COI..IONIZATION. 

The history ()f the American Colonization Society, since its for

mation by slaveholders, in 1817, is sufficiently familitlr, perhaps, to 

most of the friends of humanity. Ever since that period, colored 

l)eople all oyer the land have vrotestcd against it as an apologist for 

sla·very and justifier of slaveholders, as the enemy of immediate 

emancipation, aiming to expel from the land of thc;ir birth the col-

. o1'e(l population, not for "any color of crime, but for the crime of 

color," and preventing, as fur as possible, their elevation in the U ni

teet States. 

Among the resolutions expressive of the sense of the co10re(1 peoe 

pIe on the colonization q ucstio:Q., the following, submitted by Philip 
• 

• I 

• 

• 
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A. Bell, at a mass meeting iil Ne,\" York city, Janunry 8, 1839, is 

selected: _. 

• 

Resolved, That our sympathies for the slave, the love we bear our 
native land, our respect and veneration for the institutions and gov
ernment of our COlUltry, arc so mnny cords which bind us to our 
home, the soil of our birth, which has bceu wet by the tears and 
fertilizccl bv the blood of our allcestors, uncI from which, while life 

• 

lasts, in spite of the oppressor's wrongs, we ,yin never be seduced 
• 

or driven, but abide by principlo, and, placing our trust in the Lord 
of IIosts, we will tell the white Alnericans, that their country shall 
be our country, we will be governed by the same laws and worship 
at the same altar, where they liye we will live, where they die thel'e 
will we be buried, ancl our graves shall rcmain as monuments of 
OUI' suffering and triumph, or of ow: failure and their disgrace • 

• 

=' -

THE FUGITIVE STJA VE LA 'V. 

The reign of terror which burst upon the land in 1850, by the 
• 

passage of the atrocious Fugitiv~ Slave Law, soumled the alarm for 

meetings of consultation and vigilance in every community where 

its immediate viciims were located, anel their action has been pub

lished broadcast to the world. The seizure of II.amlet, Long and 

Boulding, in Now York, Garnet and others, in Philadelphia, Thom

as Sims and Anthon.y Burns, in Boston, with each attemlullt chain 

of associations, has created a healthy agitation, ominous, we hope, 

at no distant clay, of its finall'epeal. 

The following resolutions, 8uhmittecl at a public meeting ill Bos

ton, October 5th, 1850, by \Ym. C. Nell, (and ununhnouslyadopt

ed,) muy be accepted as embodying the general feeling: ' . 

. Resolved, That in view of the imminent danger, present antllooked 
for, we caution eyery colored man, woman and child, to be carefu.l 
in their walks through the high ways and byways of' the city by day, 

• 

• 
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and doubly so if out nt night, as to WHERE! they go . llO'" they go 
- and WJIO they go with; to 'be guarded on nigh side, 01i' side and ... 
aU sides; as watchful ns .Argus with his hundred eyes, and as ex.ec .. 
utiye as was Briareus, with as many hands; if seized by uny one, 
to make the air resound with the signal-word, and, as they would 
rid themselves of any wild. beast, be prompt in their hotU" of l)eril. 

Re8olt:ed, That any Com.missioner who would deliver up u fugitin~ 
slave to a Southcrn highw:aymnn, under this infam.ous and uncon-

• 

stitutional hnv, would have delivered up Jesus Clu'ist to his perse-
cutors fOl' one-third of the pricc that Judas Iscariot did. 
. Resolved, That in the event of any Commissioner of l\Iassachu
setts bcing apl)lied to for l'clllunding a fugitive, 'we trust he will em.
u1ate the ex.ample of Judge Harrington, of Vermont, and" be sat
isfied with nothing short of a bill of sale from the Almighty." 

Resolved, That though ,ve gratefully aekno\vlcdge that the .m.ane 
of the British Lion affords a nestling-place for cur brethren ill dan
ger from the claws of the American Eagle, we would, llcYerthcl(;ss, 
counsel again.',t their leaving the soil of their birth, consecrated by 

. their tears, toils ana pcrilg, but yet to be rendered truly, the "lanel 
• 

. of the free and the home of the brave." The ties of consanguinity 
• 

bid ALL remain who would lond a helping hall(l to the millions now 
in bonds. nut at all events, jf the soil of nuuker Hill, Concord 
and Lmdngton is the last buhn\rk of' liberty, we cun no w Jwre fill 
more honorable g~ .. aves. 

, " . 

STRIKE OF TIlE A~IISTAD CAPTIVES FOR LIDERTY. 

On tht.; 28th of JUlle, 1839, the Spanish schooner Alnistad, Ramen 

FelTer, master, sailed from Hayana for Porto Prindpe, u place in 

the island of Cuba, about 100 leagues distant, hvsing on board as 

passengers) DOll lledro ~Iontes and Jose Ruiz, with 5·1 fresh African 

negroes, just brought fr'Jm I,emboko, as slaves. Among the slaves 

was one callca in Spnnish, Joseph Cinquez. lIe was the son of an 

African Prince. On the fifth night after leaving port, Cinquez, with 

a few chosen men among the fifty-fou.r shwes, revolteu, striking 
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• 

• 

po~ses:4i'm of t11(: 1·c~,se1. The 

wtmt on >t<hon:., find )[ontcH wus 1'0-

tiJ.~i:~~,-:l~ (m pi~i11 t)1' ,h~nth, to mwigtltt.:! the YL'S':';cl to Africa. lie 

fit~~1'4'1ti t~ .. l.~hi·E •. ;.-~Hy i.n t.hc dnytinlf~j hat rl\:t nhol1t at llight~ alit! thus 

k.rrl~~ ~~lZ'.».t thl.. .. .:\mcri\:an (:'()1'i~~t until the 26th of August, when they 

'lJ.'E:'i-"c.- ~-... ki:·n ~w 1 'c'ia (;4:<:-",('\0 Fnitcll 8t~Jte~. -:\:WYo nIHl carried into •. ,.!'1Ii .. \-". , ." .... .. ,. .... 

• •• 

t.he l:nitcd States CotU:t, ,vas sent 

of thl~ two :-';prmiards, find flo ere-
• 

of (:ommuuieation. with the negroes, 

tria! nf' p~rnt(':'i, nlthollgh thoir utter 

t.i:l.t:;l:';~!i:'f:~ (p( :w~y l~u.t"~pea.n language, und thu :ulmission of It1.liz 
• • 

~\t- tltb time, it ,vas the united 

tJU the ~~ulmy !iiU~ uf Africa, heneath their 

~;,.!,i"P' F'$~n:.,·:~. ''i{h~~~t" d'i\fy hf'~.r the; limi. -roar, tmd feel themselves as 

f.:'r,t.:' tl,~ r,h;;t tit4~ t'f (he rore-~;,t:' 'flu·)" nn.' Ih'ing within a few miles 

t~/f t.h~~ ~h,,~~i'.l~\f~.jy Sti:lt;on ut :,herbl'(Jll hland. Ciu'1ucz has built a 

"~·,H:"'Ii' ().~ ..... ,h~,,~ .. ~H .. 1-~ .,h'£.{' "t-- .~ .... ~t . .J. "''1 '0-". - ~\i ._.~ ';'l' "\.' ... .Ii!~ .... 4. 

. .. ,' ~·,·to'·.-··_·", ...... .--

't.' t· t ~ 1'1'1' \" t: r t -.f'" ,[ ~ "'''ifr \·'1'-' :--; L .' .. ';:'i AT CllHISTL\N.:\, 

ot Septcm,hcr, 18;)0, a colored ma.n, known in t.he 

5rmmd Christinrw. to he free, was seized and carried 

a,\"'(ij" hy 1~:;(t~. k3~(j.\'\'n to be prr}fc:,:-:.ional kidnapper:;, and has never 

ht~'J t;-t·(:!~ hy his family ~incc. In )lnrch, 1851, in the ~mme ucigh-
• - ----" 

• 

• 
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borhood y u'.ldcr the roof of his . employer, during the night, another 
• 

colored man was tied, gagged, and 'carried awny, marking the rond 

"long which he waa drnggedwith his own blood. No authority for 

this outrage wus ever shown, and he has neyer been heard from • 
• 

• • 
These, and many other acts of a .similar kind, had so alarmeu. tJ.lC 

• 

neighborhood, that the very name of kidnapper was sufficient to 
• 

create a panic. 

In Sept(~lllber, 1851, (as narrat~d by a correspondent of the Xcw 

York: 7..'1' £b llne,) H a shwoholclor, with his 8011 and nephew, from 

Maryland, accompanied by Unitecl States offic\1rs of this city and 

Baltimore, went to Chl'istiana after two fugitive slayes.The blacks, 

having received notice of their coming" gathered, a considerable 

number of them, in the house whieh the slave-catchillg party werc 

expected to visit. The door "ms fUf3tcnetl, and the blacks retired to 

the upper part of t.he house. 'Yhcn the slavehold~r and his compa-
• 

ny approached, they were warnoe1 off. .1\ parley ,vas holel, tho 

l1lnveholclcr clechu'illg, as it is said and belieyell) 'I 'will go to h I, 

or haye my slayes.' Tho door wu-s broken in, a horn was sounded 

out of 011e of the upper windows, und, after un interval; a company 

of blacks, armed, gathered on the spot, and the negroes in the house 

made a rush down and crowded the whites out. 

"II ere, the parley was resumed, the spokesman of the blacks 

telling the white mell to go away; they were determined, he said, 

to die rather than go into :;lavo1'y, or allow anyone of their numbcl' 

to be taken. lIe declared, morooyer, that the blo.cks would not fire, 

but if the whites fired, they ,\yore dead mell. Shortly, first the 
• 

nephew, t.hen the slave-owner and his SOll, fired reYoh-ers, wound. 
. ## 

ing a number of the black:~, but not seriously. One man had his car 

perforated by a ball; the clothes of others were pierced and torn; 

but, as the blacks said afterwards, 'the Lord shook the balls out of 

their clothes.' The fire of the ,,,,hites 'was returned.. The slave· 
• 

owner foIl dead, and his son vcrr dangcrol~sly wounded. The 

whites then retired. One of the r llitecl States officers summonecl 

• 

• 

• 
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the posse, but in vain. Som.e of the neighbors, Quakers and Anti-

Slaycry persons, went and took up the wounded man an(l carried 
, 

llim to one of their homes, where, while they told him, ill Quaker 

. phrase, that' ,they had no unity with him in his acts,' and abhorred 

the wicked business in which he had beon eilgaged, every attention 

was paid him, amI medical aid instantly sent for. The effect of this 

treatment upon the young man, as our informant told us, may be 

easily imagined. lIe wept, and yowed, if he lived, to correct the 
, 

impression people hall at his home about Abolitionists. The doctor 

proHolmeed, his 'wounds mortal. 

"l>eople soon gathered in large numbers at this scene of blood . 

. The excitement was intense. Opinions and feelings conflicted, of 
• • 

course, bilt there was a strong feeling in behalf of the blacks. -
,Yhile the crowd were talking, and during tho ferment, two blacks 

(brick-makers) passed. One of tho crowd exclaimed, 'There go 

two fellows who shoultl be shot!' The black mell paused and 

face(l the crowd, and said calmly something to this effect,-

, Here ,YO ar<?; shoot us, if you choose; ,ye arc a suffering people, 

any how. GOll made us black; we can't help that; shoot us, if 
• 

you will.' The revulsion was instantaneous und strong, and any 
, 

man who had muttered a word against the blacks would haye been 

kll.ockcel down on the spot." 

Several men, white and colored, were arrested for participation 

in the killing of Gorsuch, the kidnapper; but, though the United 

States Government expended about Hfty thous-and dollars in the 

l)rosecntion, tllCY faileel to convict nny of the party . 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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