l-' F] -
A A

T&,;JE AND AUTHENTIE
.F

HISTORY

OF HIS EXCELLENCY

George Wafbington,

L£ommander in Chicf of the American Army during the late
War, and prefent Prefident of the United States,

lLS-o’

OF THE BRAVE
Generals MONTGOMERY and GREENE,

AND THE CELEBRATED

MARQUIS DE LA FAYETTE.

TO WNICH 18 ADD ED,

AN O D E
©ON GENERAL WASHINGTON% BIRTH DAY.

By the Reverend Mr. Tuomas TrorNTON.

b BT VR 5 J e R ST

PAILADELPHIA:

fnﬁted by Peter Steavart, in Second.firest, ninth Door abore
Chefnut-fireet, for Rolert Stewart, travelling Bookleller,

ey R,DCC, XCs
N 1

L Price N inespence,



X I S T O R 'Y
, -a-F by
£is ‘Exﬁel/crzg‘j General ‘FifdglﬁlNGTO_M '.'
‘OTWITHSTANDING ithasoften been aflerted with

confide:ce, that General Wafhington was a native of
Eungland, - c:rtain it 1s his anceftors came from thence to this

~ eountry fo long-ago as the'year 1657. He, in the third de-

{cent after their migration, was-born on the 14th of Eebruary
(old Ttyle) 1732, at the parith of Wafhington, in Weftmore-
land county, /in Virginia. * His father’s family was'numecrous,
and he was the firlt fruit .of a fecond marriage. His educa-
tion, having been principally conduéted by a private tutor, at
fifteen years old he was entereda midfhipman on board of a

Britifh veflel of war Rtationed on the coalt of Virginia, and
~ hus. baggage .prepared forrombarkation : “but the plan was

abandoned on account of the reluance his mother exprefled
to his engaging in that profeflion.

Previous vo this tranfaétion, wher he was but ten years of
age, his father died, and the charge of the family devolved
on bis eldek brother. His eldelt brother, a young man of
the moit promifing tulents, had a command in the colonial
troops empioyed againft Casthagena,.and.on his return from
the expedition, named his new patrimonial manfion Mounr
Veruon, 1n.honour of the Admiral of that name, from
whom he had received many civilities, He was afterwards -
nade Adjutant Gesieril of the militia of Virgina, but ‘did
not loug furvive. At his deceafe (notwithGaudiag therce
are heirg of. an -eldgr. bragchl who poffefs a large moicty of
the paternal juheritance) the eldeft fon by the fecond marri-
aze, inherited this, feat and a confiderable landed property.

-In confcequence of the extenfive limits of the colony, the

vacant oflice, of Adjutagt Geneval was gidided ipto three dif-
tricts, and the future Hers of America, Hefore he;attained
his twentieth year, began’ his military fervice by a principal
gppointment in that-department, with the rank of wajor.
When he was little .more thah -twenty one years of age,
an cvent occurred which called Lis -abilitics into public no-
. o Y, 1 414N
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tices In 1753, while the government of the aolony was ad.
miniftcred by lieutenant governor Dinwiddie, encroachments
were reported to have been made by the French, from Ca-
nada, ou the territories of the Britifh colonies, at the wefta
ward., , Young Mr. Wathington, who was fent with plena.
ry. powers to afcertain the faéts, treat with the favages and
warn the French to defit from their aggreflions, performed
the duties of his miffion, with fingular indultry, intelligence
and addrefs. His journal, and report to governor Dinwiddie,
which were publifhed, announced to the world that corredt-
nels of mind, manlinefs in ftyle and accuracy is the mncde of
doing bufinefs, which have fince chara&cerifed him in the con-
duét of more arduous affairs. But it was deemed, by {ome,
an extraordinary circumftance that {o juvenile and ivexperi-
enced a perfon thould have been employed on a negociation,
with which {ubjefts of the greatelt importance were involved:
fubje&@s which fhortly after became the origin of a war be-
tween England and France, that raged {or many ycars
throughout every part of the globe.

As the troubles {till fubfifted on the frontiers, the colony of-
Virginia raifed, the next year, a regiment of tronps for their
defence.  Qf this corps, Mr. [ry, onc of the profeiiors of the
college, was appointed Colonely and Major Wathington re-
ecived the commiffion of Licutenant Colonel, But Colondd
Fry died the fame fummer, without ever kaving joined; and
of courfe left his regiment and rank to the fecond in com-
mand. Colondd Walhington made indefatigable cfferts e
form the regiment, cltablifh magazines, and open roads {o as
to pre-occuny the advantageous polt at the coufluence of the
Alleghany aud Monongahela rivers, which he had recom-
mended for that purpole in bisreport th&preced'ng year. He
was to have been joined by a detachnient of independent re-
gulars from the fouthern colonies, together with fome com-
panies of “provincials from North Carolina and Maryland.
But he perceived the neceflity of expedition, and without
_waiting for their arrival, commenced his march in the month
of May. Notwith{tanding bis precipitated advance, on his
afcending the Laurel bill, fifty miles fhort of bis objet. he
was advifed that a body of Freuich had alicady taken poflflion
-and ereted a fortification, which they named fort Ju ;‘2_::?:::.
He then fell back to a place knewn by the appellation of ths

- | | Greas
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&Great Meadrws, for the fake of forage and fupplies. Here
he'built a temporary ftockade, mercly to cover his ftores; i
was frem. its fate called fort Necefiry. His force when join.
ed by- Caprain M’Kay’s regulars, did not amount to four
bundred. effe@ives. Upon receiving information fivia his
fcouts that a confiderable party was approaching to recon-
noitre his poft, he fallied and defeated them., But in- return
he was attacked by an army, computed to have been fifteen
hundred ftrongr, and after a gallant defence, in which more
than one third of his men were killed and wounded, was for.-
¢ed to capitulate. The garrifon marched out with the ho-
nours of war, but were plundered by the Indians, in violation
of the articles of capitulation, After this difafter, the re-
mains of the Virginia regiment returned to Alexandria to be
recruited and furnithed with neceffary {upplies.

In the year 1755, the Britith government fent to this couns
try General Braddock, who, by the jun@ion of two:veteran
regiments from Ireland, with the independent and provincial
corps in America, was to repel the French from the confines
of the Englith fettlements. Upon a royal arrangement of
rack, by which % noofficer who did not émmediazely derive
his comniffion from the king, could command one who did,”
Colonel Wathington relinquifhed his regiment and went as am
1 . extra atd-de camp into the family of Ceneral Braddeck. In

- this capacityy at the battle of Monongahela, he attended that

General, whofe life was gallantly facrificed in attempting to
extricate his troops from the fatal ambufcade into which his
over-weening confidence had conduéted them. Braddock had
feveral horfes fliot under him, before he fell himfelf; and there
was not an ofticer, whofe duty obliged him to be on horfeback
that day, excepting Colonel Wathington, who was not either
killed or wounded. This circumftance enabled him to difplay
greater abilities in covering the retreat and faving the wreck
.. of the army, than he could otherwife have done. As {oon
as he had fecured their paflage over the ford of the Monoa.
gahela, and found they were not purfued, he haftened to con.

cert meafures for their further fecurity with Colonel Dunbur,

“who had remained with the fecond divifion and heavy baggage
at fome diftance inthe rear. To effe& this, he travelled with

two guides, all night, through dn almoft impervious wilder-

nefs, notwithftanding the fatigues he had undergone i’ndthc
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General Wafhington. 5

day,. aud notwithRRanding he bad fo impeife&tly recovered
from ficknefs that he was obliged in the morning to be fup~

orted with cufhions on his horlfe, The public accounts in
%ngla’nd and America were not parfimonious of applaufe for
the effential fervice he had rendered onfo trying an occafions

Not long after this time, the regulation of rank, whichhad
been fo injurious to the Colonial officers, was changed to
their fatisfaction, in confequence of the difcontent of the of-
ficers and the remonftrance of Colonel Wathington; and the
fupreme authority of Virginia, impre{led with a due fenfe of
his merits, gave him, in a new and extenfive commiflion, the
command of all the troops raifed and to be raifed in that co-
Iony. .
It would not comport with the intended brevity of this
fketch, to mention in detail the plans he fupgelted or the {y-
ftem he purfued for defending the frontiers, until the year
1758, when he commanded the van brigade of General
Forbes's army in the capture of Fort Du Quefne. A fimilar
rcafon will preclude the recital of the perlonal hazards and
atchievements which happened in the courfe of his fervice.
The tranq illity on the frontiers of the middle colonies hav-
ing been reftored by the fuccefs of this campaign, and the
health of Colonel Wathington having become extremely de-
bititated by an inveterate pulmonary complaint, in 1759 he
resigned his military appointment. Authentic documents are
not wanting to hew the tender regret which the Virginia line
exprefled at parting with their comnander, and the affection-
ate regard which he entertained for them.

His health was gradually re-eftablifhed.  He married Mrs.
Cultis,* a handfome and amiabl: young widow, poflefled of
an ample jointure ; and fettled as a planter and farmer on the
eftate where he now refides in Fairfux countv.  After fome
years he gave up planting tobaceo, and went altogether into
the farming bulinefs. Tde bas raifed {even thoufand bufhels of
wheat, and tenshoufand of Indian corn in one year.  Altho’
Le has confined 'his own cultivation te this domneflic tra& of
about nine thotfand acres; yet be pollefles excellent lands,
in large quantities, in feveral other countics.  His judgment

' A2 in
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~in the quality of foils, his command of money to avail
him{elf of purchafes, and his occalional employment in early
Tife as a {urveyor, gave him opportunities oFmaking advanta-
geous locations ; many of which are much improved.
~ After he left the army, until the year 1775, he thus culti-
vated the arts of peace. He was conftantly a member of
Aflembly, a magiftrate of his county, and,a judge of the court.,
e was ele€ted a delegate to the firlt Congrefs in 1774 5 a8
well as to that which aflembled in the year following. Soun af-
ter the war broke out, he was appointed by Congrels com.
mander in chief of the forces of the United Colonies.
It is the lefs neceflary to particularize, in this place, his
tranfaétions in the courfe of the late war, becaufe the im-
preflion which they made is yet frefh in every mind.  But it
1s hoped pofterity will be taught, in what manner he tran{-
formed an undifciplined body of peafantryinto a regular army
of foldiers. Commentaries on his campaigns would undoubt-
edly be highly interefting and inftruétive to future genera-
tions.. The conduft of the firft campaign, in compelling the
Britifh troojos to abandon Bolton by a bloodlefs viftory, wiil
merit a minwte narration. But a volume would fcarcely con-
tain the martifications he experienced and the hazards to
which he was expofed in 1776 and 1777, in cortending a-
gainft the prowefs of Britain, with an inadequate force. His
goad deftiny and confummate prudence prevented want of
fuc.cefs from producing want of confidence on the part of the
priblic; for want of fuccefs is apt to lead to the adoption of
F.ernicious counfels through the levity of the people or the
- ambition of their demagogues. Shortly after this period {prang
ip the only cabal that ever exifted during his public life, to
rob him of his reputation and command. It proved as impo-
tent in effe&t, as it was audacious in defign. In the three fuc-
ceeding yearsthe germ of difcipline unfolded; and the refour-
ces of America having been called into co-operation witly the
laid and naval armies of France, produced the glorious con-
clufion of the campaign in 1781. From this time the gloom
began to difappear from our political horizon, and the affairs
'of the.un‘on proceeded in a meliorating train, until a peace was
‘moft ably.negociated by our ambafladors in Europe, in 1783.
'No perfon, who had not the advantage of being prefent

when General Wathington received the intelligence of pt:acoIi
. | e
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and who did not accompany bim.to his dnmeftic retirement,
can deferibe the relief which that joylul event brought to his
labouring mind, or the fupreme fatisfattion with which he
withdrew to private life. Trom his triumphal entry into New
York, upon the cvacuation of that city by the Britith army, to
big arrival si Mount Vernon, after the refignation of his com-
miflion to Congrefs, fellive crowds impeded his paffage thro’
all the populous towns, the devotion of a whole people pur-
fwed him with prayers to Heaven for bleflings on his head,
while their gratitude fought the moft expreflive language of
manifelting itfelf to him, as their common father and benee
faGor. When he became a private citizen he had the un-
ufval felicity to find that his native flate was among the inoft
2ealous in doing jultice to his merits; and that ftronger de-
monftrations of affe€ionate efleem (1f poffible) were given by
the citizens of his neighbourhnod, than by any other delerip-
tion of men on the continent. But he has conflantly declined
accepting any compenflation for lus {exvices, or provilion for
the augmented expences which have been incurred by him in
confequence of his public employment, altho’ propofals have
been made in the moft delicate manuer, particularly by the
{tates of Virginia and Peunlvlvania, .
The virtuous fimplicity which diltinguithes the private life
of General Wathington, though lefs known than the dag-
zling fplendour of his military atchievments, is not lefs edify.
g in example, or worthy the attention of his countrymen,
The confpicuous character he has afted on the theatre of hLu-
man affairs, the uriform dignity with which he {fuflained his
part amidft difficulties of the moft difcouraging nature, and
the glory of having arrived through them at the hour of tri-
umph, have made many official ana literary perfons, on both
fides of the ocean, amhitious of a correfpondence with him.
‘Thefe correfpondencies unavoidably engrofs a great portion
of his time’; and the communications contained in them,
combined with the numerous periodical publications and
news-papers which he perufes, render hum, as it were, the
Socus of political intelligence for the new avorld. Nor arc his
converfations with well informed men lefs conducive to bring.
him acquainted with the various events which happen in dif-
ferent countries of the globe. Every foreiguer of diftin&ion,

who travels in America, makes it a point to vifit him, Mem.
bers
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bers of Congrefs and other dignified perfonages do npt pafs
-his honfe without calling to pay their refpeéts. As lzu.'::thei'
fource of information it may be mentioned, that many litera.
ry produllions are {ent to him annually by their authors in
Europe; and that there is fcarcely one work written in Ame-
rica, on any art, {cience, or fubje®, which does not feek his
protetion, or which is not offered to him as a t™.en of gra-
titude. Mechanical inventions are frequently fubmitted to
him for his approbation, and natural ¢uriofitics prefented for
his inveftigation. But the multiplicity of epiftolary applica-
tions, cften on the remains of fome bufinefs which happened
when he was commander in chief, fometimes on fybjeéts fo-
reign to.his fituation, frivelous in their nature, ‘and intended
raerely to gratify thé vanity of the- writers by drawing an<
fwers from him, is vruly diftrefling and almoft incredible;
His benignity in anfwering, perhaps, encreafes the number.
Did he not hufband every moment to the beft advantage, it
would not be in his power to notice the vaft variety of {ub-
jects that claim his attention. HHere a minuter defcription
of his domeftic life may heexpefted.
. To apply a life,” at beft but fhort, to'the moft ufeful pur-
pofes; hie lives as he ever has done, in the unvarying habits
of regularity, - temperance and induftry.- He rifes, in winter
as well as in fummer at the dawn of day; and generally reads
or writes fome time before breakfaft. IHe breakf:zits about
{feven o’clock, on three fmall Indian hoc-cakes and as many
difbes of tea. He rides immediately to his different farms,
and remains with his labourers until a little paft two o’clock,
" wbhen he returns-and drefles. At three hedinés, commonly on
a-fingle difh, and drinks froF half a pint to a pint of Ma-
deira wine. ‘This, with one fmall glals of piinch, a draught
of beer, and two difhes of tea (which he takes half an hour
before fun-fetting) conflitutes his whole fulerance until the
next day. Whether there be company or not, the table is
always prepared by its elegance and exuberance for their re-
ception ; and the General remains at it for an hour after din-
ner, in familir converfation and convivial hilarity. 1t is then
that every one prefent is called upon to give fome abfent friend
as a toaft ; the name not unfrequently awakens a pleafing re-
membrance of palt events, and gives a new turn to the anima-
tcd colloquy. Gengeral Walbingtor is more chearful than-he
| I £t
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General Wafhingten. w
was in the army.  Although his temper is rather of a ferious
caft, ang bis countenance commonly carries the impreflion of
thoughtfulnefs, yet he perfeltly relifhesa pleafant ftory, an
unaffedted fally of wit, or a burlefque defcription which tur-
prifes by its {uddennefs and incongruity with the ordinary ap-
pearance of the ebje@ defcribed.  After this fociable and in-
nocent relaxation, he applies himf{elf to bufinefs 3 and about
nine o’clock retires to reft. This is the rotine, and this the
hour he oblerves, when no one but his family is prefent; at
other times he attends politely upon his company until they
with to withdraw. Notwithftanding he has no offspring, his
atual family confifts of eight perfons,® It is feldom alone.
He keeps a pack of hounds, and in the feafon indulges him{elf
with hunting once in a week; at which diverfion the gen-
tlemen of Alexandria often affift.

AcricuLTurt is the favourite employment of General
Walhington, in which he wifhes to pafs the remainder of his
days. To acquire and communicate pra&ical knowledge, he
correfponds with Mr. Arthur Young, who has written fo fen-
fibly on the fubje&, aud alfo with many agricultural gentle-
men in this country. As improvement i3 known to be his
paflion, he receives envoys with rare feeds and refults of new
projets from every quarter. He likewife makes copious
notes, relative to his own experiments, ihe ftate of the fea-
fons, the nature of foils, the effets of different kinds of ma-
nure, and fuch other tcpics as may throw light on the farm-
ing bufinefs.

On Saturday in the afternoon, every week reports are made
by all his overfeers, and regiftered in books kept for the pur-
pofe: fo that at the end of the year, the quantity of labhour
and produce may be accurately known, Order and ceccnomy
are eftablithed in 3all the departments within and without
doors. His lands are inclofed in lots of equal dimenfions,

and

® The family of General Waihusigton, in addition to the
General and kis Lady, confifls of Major G’mrgc Wathington,
(Nepbeaw o the General and late Aid de C amp to the Marquis
de la Fayette) awith his avife, avhs is niece to the Generals
Lady==Cal. Humphreys, Jormerly did de Camp to the General
~=Mv. Lear, a gentleman of liberal education, private fecretary

0 8he Generale—and twe Grand Children of Mrs. Wafhingten,
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. crops are dffigned to each for many years, Evety thing
ts undertaken on a great fcale : but with a view to introduce
or augment the culture of {fuch articles as he conceives will
become moft beneficial in their confequences to the country.
- He bes, lalt year, raifed two hundred lambs, fowed twenty

{exen bufhels of flax-feed, and planted more than feven hun-
dred bufhels, of potatoes. In the mean time, the publie may
reft perfuaded that there is manufaured, under his roof,

linen and woollen cloth, nearly or quite fufficient for the ufe of-
his numerous houlehold.
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General MONTGOMERY.

" A ENERAL Montgomery defcended from a refpeltaile
family in the North of Ircland, and was born in the
.year 1737. His attachment to liberty was innate, 2nd ma-
tured by, a fine education and an cxcellent urder®tanding.
Having married a wife, 2nd purcbafed an eftate in New-York,
he was, from thefe circumf{tances, as well as from his natu.
ral lcve of freedom, and from a conviftion of the juftnels of
her caufe, induced to confider himfelf as an American. I'rom
principle, he early embarked 1n her caule, and quitted the
fweets of eafy fortune, the enjuyment of aloved and philo-
Afophical rural life,. with the highelt domeflic felicity, tc
taﬁe an adtive fhare in all the hardfhips and dangers that at-
tend the {oldiers hfe. .

Before he came over to America, he had been an officer in
the fervice of England, and had fuccefsfully fought her battles
with the immortal Wolfe at Quebec, in the war of 1756,. on
the very fpot, where, when fighting under the ftandard of
frecdom, he was doomed to fall in arms again® her. No
one who fell a martyr to freedom in this unnatural contell,
was more fincerely, or more univerfally lamented, And
what is extraordinary, the moit eminent fpeakers. in- the

;I}_ri'tiﬂ.l




General Mznigomiery. 213

Pritith parliament, forgetting for the moment, that he had
died in oppoling their crucl and oppreflive meafures, difplay.
ed all their cloquence in ‘praifing his virtues ang lamenting
his fate. A great orator, and a veteran fuliow foldier of
his in the French war of 17354, fhed abundafite of tears,
while he expatiated on their {ail friendfhip and wmutual ex-
change of tender fervizes in that feafon of enterprize and
glory. - :

All enmity to this veteran foldier expired with hislife; and
refpe& to his private charatter prevailed over ail other confi-
derations. By the orders of General Carleton, his dead body
received evéry poflible mark of diftin@ion from the viétors,
and was interred 10 Quebec, on the firft day of January, 1776,
with all the honors dae to a:brave {oldier.

Congrefs were not unmindful of the merit of this amiable
and brave officer, nor remifs in manifelting the efteem- and
refpe&t they entertained for his memory. Confidering it not
only as a tribute of gratitude juflly due to the memory of
thofe who have peculiarly diftinguithed themfelves in the glos
rious caufle of liberty, to perpetuate their names by the moft
durable monuments erefted to their honor, but g:eat]y condu-
cive to inipire pofterity with emulation of their illultrious ac-
tions, that honorable body

““ Refolved, 'That to exprefs the veneration of the United
Colonies tor their late General, Ricuarp MouTcoMERY,

and the deep fenfe they entertain of the many fiznal and im-
portant {ervices of that gallant officer, who, after a feries of
fuccefles, amidlt the moit dil'cuuraging dificulties, fell at
length 1n a gallant attack upon Quebec, the capital of Ca.
nada; and to tran{mit to future ages, as examples truly wor-
thy of amitation, his patriotifm, condu&, boldnefs of enter-
-prife, infuperable perfeverance, and contempt of danger and
death ; a monument be procured from Paris, cr other part of
-France, with an infcription facred to his memory, and exe.
-preflive of his amiable ‘charaéter, and heroic atchievments,
~and thatthe continenta! treafurers be direfted to advance a
~ -fum notexceeding 3col. fterling, to Dr. Benjamin Franklin,
who.is defired to fee this refolution properly executed,. for de-
frayme the expence théreof,” _
| © This refolve was «carried into execation at Paris, by that
"Ingenious arcitt, Mr. Cafliers, fevlptor to the king of France,

. “ undot
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enderthe dire&ion of Dr. Franklin. ‘The monument is of

- white marble, of the moft beantiful fimplicity, and inexpref-
fible clegance, with emblematical devices, and the following

truly claflical infcription, wortiyy of the modeft, but great
mind of a Franklin.

To e GLORY or
Ricuarp MonTcoMERY Major General
of the armies of the United States of America,
Slain at the fiege of Quebec,
the 31t of December, 1775, aged 38 years.

. 'This elegant monument has lately been ereed in front of
St. Paul’s church in New York. .

There is a remarkable circumftance connefted with the
fall of this brave officer, that merits to be recorded, becaufe
the falt is of a very interefting nature, and will ferve to per-
petuate the memory of a very amiable and deferving. charac-
ter, who was alfo a martyr in the caufe of his country. The
circumftance 1s this: -

One of General Montgomery’s Aides de Camp, was Mr.
Macpherfon, a moft promifing young man, whofe father re.
fided at Phiiadelphia, and was greatly diftinguifhed in priva-
teering in the war of 1756. This gentleman had a brother
in the 16th regiment, in the Britifh fervice, at the time of
Montgomery’s expedition into Canada, and who was as vio-
lent in favour of the Englith government, as this General’s
Aide de Camp was enthufiaftic in the caufe of America; the
latter had accompanied his General a day or two previous to
the attack in which they both loit their lives, to view and
meditate on the {pot where Wolfe had fallen ; on his return
he found a letter fram his brother, the Englifh oflicer, full of
~ the bittereft reproaches againft him, for having entered into
the American fervice, and coataining a pretty diret wifh,
that if he would not abandon it, he might meet with the de-
ferved fate of a rebel. The Aide de Camp immediately re.
turned him an anfwer, full of ftrong reafoning in defence of
his condu&l, but by no means attempting to fhake the oppo-
fite principles of his brother, and not only free from acrimo -
ny, but full of expreffions of tendernefs and affection ; this
letter he dated, ¢ from the fpot where Wolfe loft his life, in
fighting the caufe of England, in friendfbip with dm:rf;ﬁ’
* | ' $
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T'his letter had fcarcely reached the officer at New York, be.
fore it was followed by the news of his brother’s death. "The
eifet was inftantaneous, nature, and perhaps reafon prevail.
ed; a thoufand, not unworthy fentiments rufhed upon his
diftrefled mind ; he quitted the Englith fervice, entered into
that of Amerlc;, and fought every “occafion of diftinguifhing

himfelf in her fervice!

SO EEITRET F~ T ER SR ETE

H I ST OR Y

General G R I E N L.

ENERAL GREENE was born at VWarwick 1 the

X ttate of Rhade Ifland, about the year 1741, of repu.
table parents, belonging to the fociety of Frivnds. He was
endowed with an uncommon degree of judgment and pene-
tration, his difpolition was beacvolent and his manners affa-
ble. At an early period of life, he was chofen a member of
the affembly, and he difcharged his truit to the entire fatifs
fadtion of his conitituents.

After the battle of Lexington three regiments of troops
were raifed in Rhode Ifland, and the command of them
given to Mr, Gieene, who was nominagted a Brigadier Gen-
neral,  His merit and abilities both in council and in the
ficld, were foon noticed by General Walhington, and in
Augult 1776, he was appointed Major General.  In the fur.
prife at Trenton, and the battle of Princeton, General
{sreene diftinguifhed himfelf ; and 1n the attion of German.
town, in 1777, he commanded the lefe wing of the Ameri.
can army, where he exerted himfelf to remevc the fortune of
thc day.

" At the battle of Brandywine, General Greene, dnﬁ.nnulfh-
ed him{elf by fupporting the right wing of the American ar-

B Iy,
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my, when jt gave way, and _]lelCIOll 'y coverinz the whole,
when routed and retreating in confufion ; and their fafery
from utter ruin, was generally aferibed to his fkill and exer-

tions, which were feconded by the troops under his com-
mand.

In Mareh 1778, he was appointed Quarter mafter Gene-
ral, an office he accep:cd on condition of not Jotiny his runk
in the line, and his right to command in action according ta
his fentority. In the execution of this ctiice, he fully anfwer-
ed the expetations formed of his abilitizs ; and enzbled th
army to motve with additional celerity and vigor,

At the battle of Monmoath, the commnnder in chief, dif-
gulted with the bekaviour of Geneval o, L..L;ui' W1 him in
the field of battle, and appointed Generdd Greene t capanand
the f![{ht \’-’III‘J, where he grcmh' conirthuivd 10 1etileve the
errors of his predecedler, and to the fubfequent event of the
day.

[fe ferved under Gereoral Suollivan in the astocis on the

lgr

Dritth Garrifon at Khode 1dand. where his : vdence and a-
bilities were difplaved infecurinr the 1o ..rc..tln y Ay

In 1730 he was appointed to te coinand of the fouthern
arimny, which was much reduccd by o feries of il fortane. By

nis amazmg d:l'mnrc, addrefs and fortitudes, hiv tovn coliedt-
cd a refpedtable torce and revived the hopes of ous foushern
brethren,

Under his m an"rremcnt, General Mergan cammed a com-
plete victory over Colopel "Uarleton, Hc atarcked Lorsd
Cornwailis at Guiliord, in MNorth Caroling, and aithough de-
feated, he checked the progrels and Jdita nled the arrns of the

iriifh Genesal, A fimilar fate attende Lord Rawdon, who
gained ap advantage over him at Camden.

Fis a&ion with the Britith troops at utaw Springs was one
of the beft condulad, and mott Ln.::'i:ru] engdgcmcuia that
took place aurmg the war, Forthis Genera ;Gieene was he-
nored by Congrefs with a Britith flandard and a gold medal.
As 2 reward for hBis ]":H’n.lCUlﬂr {fervices in the fouthern depart-
ment, the liate of Georgta prefeated him with a large and
valuable traét of land on an ifland near Savannah,

After the war, he returned to his native jtate; the conten-
tions and bad policy of that fate, induced him to leave it and
rctire to his eftate in Georgia,

H¢
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He removed his family in O&tober, 1785 ; but in June the
nex: fummer, the extreme heat, and the f.mgue of a walk
brought on a diforder that puta period to his life, on the

19th of the fame month,  He lived univerfally loved and re
fpeted and his death was as univerfally lumented,  His be-
dy was interred in Savannah, and the funcrel proceflion at-
tended bv the Cincinnati,

Immediately atter the interment of the corple, the members
of the Cincinnati, held a meetunz 1n Savannub, and refolved,
¢ Thatin token of the high refpect and veneration in which
the fociety hold the memory of their Jate illultrious brother,
Major Gen. Giet ne, c.cc...a.cd Gcorr‘c‘\d nn con Greens,
hiy eldeft fon, be i nmted 2 member of this {o cxet,r, to take
his fcat on his arrivieg at the age of cighteen years.,” "This
fon of the Geaneral's thelv vmbaikcd For brarcr, to receive
his cducation with (;cnrge Wafhington, {on of the Murqms
de la Vavette, that altive aud illufirious fiiend of America.

Geuneral Greene lefe behind hin o wife and five chl.wcn,
the eldel ¢of whom, wno has ecnju't mencaed, is about
fourteen years old.

On tuefday, the t2th of Aunauft, the United States in
Congrefs affembled came to the fu]lowmg refolution: ¢ That
a monument be ereted to the mamery of Nathaniel Greene,
Efq. at the feat of federal government, with che following in.
{cription

%

Sacred to the Memory of
NATHANIEL GREERNF, Efsuire,
who departed tars Life,
on the nincteenth of June, MDCCLXNXXVI;
late MAJOR GENERAL
in the Service of the United States,
and
Commander of thm Army
i th
Southern T a.p.‘:r.m:.‘r.t :

T he United Stutes in L‘f.-rﬂ ets atfemined,

in Fonour of his
Patriotfoy, Valour, and Ability,

have cu.a.wd this monument,

HIISTORY
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The Marquis de la FAYETTE.

HE enthufattic zeal and great fervices of the Marguis
de Ia Iayette, merit a particular detail. At the age of
nineteen he efpoufed the canfe of America, with all the ardor
which the molt generous philanthropy could infpire. At a
very early period of the war, he determined to embark from
his native country, for the United States, RBefore he could
ccmplete his intention, intelligence arrived 1n Europe, that
the Amcrican infurgents, reduced to two thoufand men,
“were Hying through Jerfey before a Britith torce of thirty
thoufand regulars. This news {o efle¢tually extinguifhed
the little credit which Anerica had in Europe, in the begine
ing of the year 1777, that the commiflioners of Congrefs at
Paris, though they had previouily encouraged his projedt,
could not procure a veffel to forward his intentions. Under
thefe circumitances they thounght it but honeft to diffuade
him from the prefent profecution of his perilous enterprile.
It wasin vain they alled {o candid a part. The lame which
America had kindled in his breait, could not be extinguithed
by her misfortunes. ¢ Hitherw,” faid he, in the true {pi-
rit of patriotifm, ¢ f have oniy chuithed your caufe..-now
¢ ] am going to ferve it, 'The lowerit is in the opinion of
¢¢ the people, the greater will be the effect of my departure ;
¢ and fince vou cannot get a vefiel, 1 thail purchafe and fic
¢t out one to carry your difpatches to Congrefs and myfelf
¢ to America.”  Le accordingly embarked and arrived in
Charlefton early in the year 1777, Congrels foon conferred
on himn the rank of major-gencral.  He accepted the appoint.
ment, but not without exacting two conditions, which dif-
played the clevation of Lis fpirit: the one, that he fhould
ferve on his own cxpence; the odher, that he thould begin
his fervices as a volunteer,
kle
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He was foon appointed to command 2n expedition to Cana-
da. The plan was to crofs the lakes on tht.' rce 3 the Uhj...ut
to ficze Montreal and St. jchus. He was now at the age of

~enty, and mutt have keenly experienced the .1llmer.un'a ok
independent command ; but his cocl judgment, ard benelk

heait, redrained bim f*‘om indulying a puiion for muatary
fi". Ne, un tll.'r C]iCllﬂlﬂt Nees lhd.t nriflht hil'hf‘ i, |urld :ﬁL C.. LIQ

waich he h@é fo zealoufiv efpou! ted.  He fovad that, 1 cile
(Ji blS FIH LtL‘dnﬂE the -umv Uncer hl"* Lﬂﬂlﬂluﬁ.i “OUH... bhe in
danger of expenencing a fate fimilor to chat of the unforic-
nate Burpoyne. With a Leldnefs of _}L.Juln.nt that wouid
have done honor to the moit expeiience. ge peral, and withe
gut adtanging besond Albany. ke :mm aithed the expedi-
tion. Soun -tttt.r he recoised toe thanks of ‘..Ol'fr.ds for
his prudence.

In the four campaigns which fucceecad tie arnval of the
marquis de la layeite  Ainerica, he gave repeated prowis
of his military taients 1n the m:ddle and cailern fates; buc
the events tiwat took place under his commund 10 Virgin.a,
deferse prrticular notice,

Farly in the year 178¢, while the war raged to the foutn
ward ot V' pinia, the marquis de L Fasette was detached on
an expedicion againit Portfmouth ; but here his attive zeal
received a c';t:t:':{.. o eis far Lo his hopes than when ke was
obliged 1o rettgunth the expedition 'o Cuanada. i heengine.
MELL NTIr 102 CAPL o! the Lhu.ipe ake, teteeen tae Foench
chief d’ctcadre P pouchier, and tne Bituth .tdr'nr 2l Arbuth-

not, which ok plice on the ffth of Majen, 1981, defeated
event he muwrd ‘nd to the

e

the enterprife.  Uron thi.
Heud of itik, wh e-e he recerved wnorder fron General Wailia
Ington 1o return to Virginid, o oppote gencral Philips, v ho
had joinad gl JoArneld ar Poertfmouth, Althougnt tae
troops under s Cuimand u.cre i vant of alwoit every thrg,
he neverthel fs proceeded with them te Baliinore.  Here he
learned that general l5"rnl;ps. Was uiging preparations to em-
bark atr Portfmenth, with upua.d; ot “three thoulsnd M,
With the muarquis de 1o bayette it was @ moment of exstreme
diltrefs and ecabarrzlinent.  in his whole conr.nd ther
was not one pair of fhoes; but the love and coniidence he
had univerfaliy excited, enabled him o obin a loen of mo.
rey whicn procured himfume necefiaries for his wooyrs, and

b 2 gave



18 Miflory of the

gave renewed vigor to his march. He {uppofed Richmond
to be the objell of general Philips, and therefore marched
thither with {o great expedition, that he arrived at that place
the evening before gencral Philips,  ile was joined the firt
night after his arrival by major.general baron Steuben, with
a corps of militia. Iu this manner was the capital of Virgi-
nia, a: this ume flled with almolt all the military {tores of
the flate, faved from the mott imminent danger.  The Dri-
tith appeared the next morning at Mancheiler, jull oppolite
to Richmond. The two armies furveyed each other for fome
time, and then general Philips, apprehending it to be too
hazardous to attack the marquis de la Fayetie in his ttrong
pofition, very prudently retired.

Such was the great {uperiority of numbers by the combina-
tion of the torces under general Arncld, general Philips and
lord Cornwallis---fo fatal to all the fouthern ftates would have
been the conqueft of Virginia-- that the marquis de la Fayette
had before him a labour of the laft confequence, and was
prefled on all fides by innumerable difficulties.

In the firlt moments of the rificg tempeft, and until he
could provide againft 1ts utmoft rage, hie began to retire with
his little army, which confifted of sbout a thouland regulars,
two thoufand militia, and fixty dragoons. l.ord Cornwallis,
cxulting in the profpe@ of fuccels, which ke thought to be
heightened by the youth of his oppunent, incautioufly wrote
to Great Bntain, '¢ that the Boy could not efcape him.”
The enpgagement, however, which was to conlirm his promife,
was feduloufly avoided.  Finding it impoflible to force an
aftion he next endeavoured to cut off the communication
of the Marquis de la Fayette with general Wayae, who, with
eight hundred Penofvivanians, were advancing from the
northward. The junétion however, was cffected at Racoon
Ford withvut Jofs.  The next objc@ of lord Cornwallis, was
to get pollellion of the American ltores, which, for theirgreat-
er fecurity, had been removed from Richmond 1o Albermaile
old court-houle above the Point of Fork., While the troops
commanded by the marquis de la Fayette and general Wayne
were forming a janétion, lord Cornwallis had gottea between
them and their public ftores.  "I'he poffcfion of thefe was a
principal ohjet to both armies.  The marquis de la Fayertc,
by forced marches, got within a few miles of the Dritifh

ATy,
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army, when they were yet didant two days march from Al
bermarle old court.houfe.  Once more tle Britith general
confidered himfelf fure of his adverfary. 1o {ave the ftores
he knew wes hus delign, but to accomplith that olject, his
lord{hip faw no praétical way but by a road, mn pafling
which, the American army might be atracked to great ad-
vantage, It was a critical moment, but the marguis de la
Fayette had the good fortune to eatricate himiclt,  He o-
pened in the night, by part of his army, a nearer road to Al-
bermarle, which having been many years difufed, was wuch
embarraffed, and, to the aftonithment of lord Cornwallis,
pofted himiclf in a firong pofition the next day between the

Britith army and the American tores.
His lordfhip, tinding all his fchemes fruftrated, fell back

to Richmond, whither he was followed by the marquis de
la Fayette. ‘The main American army in Virginia was now
reinforced by the troops under major-zeneral Baron Steuben,
and by volunteer corps of Virginia and Maryland gentlemen.
And the marquis de ta Fayette had the addrefs to imprefs
iord Corwallis with an tdca, that b's force was much greater
vhan he actually commanded, His lordihip, thercfore, re-
treated to Williamfbury.

Afrer a fzries of manicuvres, which it 15 not neceffary to re-
fate, and in which the Brrtith general difplayed the boldnefs of
enterprize, and the young maiguis the {ound judgment of
age, blended with the ardour of youth, the former fixed him-
{elf and his army in York-town. The latter, under various
pretencee, fent the Pennfylvania troops to the {outh ide of
James River; colleted a force 1n Gloucetter county, and
made fundry arrangements fubfervient to the grand detign of
the whole campaign, which was the capture of lord Corn-
wallis, and the Britith army under hic command.

Sometime after the captare of Cornwallis, the marquis dela
Iayette went to France, where he fuceefs{ully ufed his endea-

vours to promote the commercial and political intereft of thefe

ftates.
Penulylvania, in order to fhow her efteem for this gallant

nobleman, has latcly eretted part of her wellern tervitory in.
‘o a {eparate county, and namned it LayET1E,
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-General WASHINGTON’s BirTH-DAY.

By the Reveread 2lr. Thomas Thornton.

AIL to the fun, whole circling ray
Once more revolves the happy day
Thut gave our HERO birth:
Prepare the fealt, t pairs advance
To raife the fong or lead the dance
T'o jollity and mirh.

. Chorus=—Blow the trumpet, found the flute,
e Tune the viol, irike the lute,
And Jet ev'ry free born {eul

Chent his name from pole to poie.

Ambition fird the Chicfs of old

To tizht for empire or for gold,
FHow few for hberty :

But he was born bv heav’n defign’d

'To feourge th’ oppreflors of mankind,
And fet th’ opprelled frec.

Caxfar and Phillip’s frantie fon
wWith arms and chains the world o’er run
. - To gratify their pride
anevolence and valour join’d
Difplay the gr-atnels of his mind,
And all his a&tions guide.

Na{Tau forfook his native land,
Great Brita‘n’s ruin to withltand,

And he the nation fav'a;
Great Marlbro’ led her conquering force
Where rothing could retard his courfe,
And ev'ry danger brav'd.
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William’s high deeds a crown obtain’d,

A prince’s title Marlbro® gain’d s
But greater is uis claim;

Thirteen United people’s prayers,

Their foldier's hearts, their {enate’s cares,
Are offer’d all for nim.

Propitious Vidtory has fpread

A grove of laurels round his head,
And Peace his conquelt crown’d :

May no malignant {pirit dare,

With baneful breath—God grant my praycre=e
His fame or peace to wound.

But may good angels near him wait,

1'o bear him late, O very late,
From hence to realms above ;

And mnay he be permitted there,

As with his arm he freed us here,
To fpeed us with his love.

Chirus.~—Blow the trumpet, &c.

RECITATIVE.

Had 1 my favourite Prior’s happy vein,

I’d fing his triumphs in a noble itramn ;

Nuilau or Marlbro’ fhould not brighter fhine,

In bolder figures or a {moother hue;

Eunfigni and trophies fhould adorn his bowers,

Anc Vernon’s Mount rife high as Blenheim’s towers,

Chorus.~=Blow the trumpet, &c¢ X,
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N Olmpian ftate, old Jupiter fate
Difcourfing of things here below,
Bring in faid he ftraight, the volume of fate,
Let’s fee what to mortals we owe,

As {oor as ’twas heard, the dire book appear’d
Before him was plac’'d on the board,
The Gods all around, in rev'rence profound,

Awaited the mod of their Lord.

Apollo who's wife, this no God deniesy
At heart with the caufe was o’erjoy’d,

My wifdom fays he, for cver fhall be,
In fervice of mortals employ’d.

Apollo’s defire, then pardon dread Sire,
To him your high orders be givn,

He ever was true to man and to you,
Upon earth, as well as tn Heav’n.

Forward youth replies, the.God of the fiiics,
Too weighty this matter for thee,

All the pow’rs abuve, vnaided by jove,
Would feebly oppofe tate’s decree.

Rehold here we find, impos’d on mankind,

The keen feelings of vartous woe,
But frecdoin’s dread call, the worlt of them all,

Doth make the four cup overflow,
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This fentence fevere, by Styx I do {wear,
(At the terrible found Heav'n fhonk)
gha!l ne’er more take place, on th” ill-fated race,

What ¢’er be denounc’d by the book.

Lucina attend, to mankind a friend,
Away, hslte axay to the earth,

Our mandate obey, without more delay,
Your prefence we need at a bivth,

Away then fhe pofls, to Celumbia’s coafts,
And quick to the fities Coth return,
To Hraven’s high court, fiie makes her report,

A HLRO, a HERO 1s born..

‘Then Jove with a nod, each Goddels, and God
To order commanded, and {aud,
To Anerica’s fon, the great WASHINGTON,

This day fhall molt facred be mude,

Ye mortals on earth, rejoice at the birth,
A birth to fair freedom fo dear,

The H:ro I fend, her caufe to defend,
T’ eflablith her rights tar and near.

For liberty's flame, (hall roufe at his name,
And nations that ne'er fult before,

Infpir’d by that word, fhall gird on be iwerd
And tyrants be dreaded no more.

- - -
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YOUTHFUL HOPES,

IN life’s gay morn, what vivid hues
Adorn the animating views,
By flattering fancy drawn{
No ftorms with gloomy afpecls rife,
To cloud the azure of the fkies,

No miits obfcure the dawn.

wWith looks invariably gay,
Young expeétation points the way
To ever blifsful fhades,
Where odors fcent the breath of mors,
Where rofes bloom without a thorn,
Aund mufic fills the glades.

Enraptur’d with the diftant view,
Youth thinks its i&ious beauties true,
And fprings the prize to gain;
His grafp the gay illufion flies:
Experience thus the cheat deferies,
And proves his hopes were vain,

The path of life tho' flowers adorn,
Yet often will the rugged thorn
Amidflt the flowers arile;
Expeél not then on earth to fhare.
Enjoyments unallay’d by care,
But feck it in the fkies.



