4%

#¥ith this view I shall carcfully avold all the party palitics of the Couitiy,
and hnve no other object besides religion and plilosonhiy. Philadelphis
will be & more favourable situation than this, and there ¥ shall make o be.
guming 1t will be better, however to wait « little tinie, and not show
much zeal at the first ; and as my coming hicre is murch talked of, 1 shall
reprint my Fast and Farewcell Scrmons. oo

] Lo el h.-————nli- ATl 5 9 Tk e

T have written to Mr, Belsham, whom 1 hope, some timme or other, te
draw hither. 1le will tell you my scheme, But as [ am svon gomng to
Philadelphia, ¥ shall soon know maore on the subject, | )

I was never more mortified thanu 1 now amn at not havingr with 'me any of
my small tracts n defence of the divine unity, as my betgr here leads
many persons to wish 1o vead what T have written on the subject. -
I shall reprint them, and I flatter myself they will produce a considera.
ble effect. Indeed my coming hither promises to be of much more service
to otir cause than I had fmagined.  But time is necessary, and Tam aptl to
be too precipitate. I want your caol judgment. You waited paliently &
Dong time in London ; but what an sbundant harvest have you had thered

J. PRIESTLISY,

et e, 44
Firoin the same to the sume.t
Puinanernenta, Juns 24, 1794.

. With respect to religion, things are cxactly in the same state here as
i1 New-York. Nobhody asks me to preach, and T hear there s muech
Jealousy and dvead of me; and on the whole 1 am not sorry for the cir-
cumsiance, as it offends wany who have, on this account, the greater de.
yire to hewr me; so that T have little doubt, but thut T shall form a re-
speclable Unitarian society in this place. The alurm of the dimger of
Unitariamism hus been sounded so long, that it has ceased to be terrific
to many, and T stand so well with the country m other respects, that I
dave say I shall have a fuir and candid hearing ; and atn iy return from the
Susquchannan, where T propose to go the next weelk, 1 helicve some place
wifl he preparéd¥or me. In the mean time, I am preparving an edition of
my Appedl and Trial of Elwall, which will be reily, b am told, by the next
Monday. Part of the impression will be sent 10 New.York, where things
are i as great forwardness ag herve, If 1 do not greatly decelve myself, 1

see a great harvest opening upon, and there is room for many labourers,

but it will require great prudence and judgment at first,

I have almost determined o make my residence in Northum.
berfand, and spend a few months of the winter in Philadelphin,——-s
I shall be, on the whole, of as mueh use in propaguting Unitarianism, as

if{ resided in the town., 1 see so great certainty of plantimg Unitarianism

oni this continent, that T wish you and M. Belsham would he looking out

1or proper persons to establish in New-York and Philadel phia, and alse

to supply the College, which you may tuke for eranted will be established

at the place of my residence. & place of worship is building here by a

sociely who call themselves Universalis(s, ————-ple society, T hear, in-
tend to apply 1o me to open it, which I shall gladly do. A person witk

a proper spirit and prudence may do great things here.  Bir. H. was the

mast mprudent of men ;. and did dpparently mueh barm here s but evens
tually even that may be for the besti; -1 find I have great advantages, and.
I hope to make a good use of them,

J. PRIESTLEY
* Memoirs, p, 530—3532. T JMemoirg, p. 533, App.

St 54t ! e @t Norihumterland, (Pewn) Teb. 4, 1804 Ser
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PUBLISIIED AND SOLD BY SAMUEL 7. ARMSTRONG, No. 50,
CORNHILL, BOSTON.

OF

AMERICAN UNITARIANISM.

[ Fixtracied from the Panopliss,]

American Unitarianism; or «
Brief History of “the Pro-
gress and Present State of the
{Initarian Churches in Amer-
fea?  Compiiled, from Docu-
merts and Information cammin
nicated by the Rev. JAMES
Frppman, 1. D, and WiL-
rr4am WELLSs, jun. Esq. of
Boston, and, Jrom other Unita-
rian Gentlemen in this country,
by the Rev. ThHomas DBEL«
srAamy FEssex Streety London,
Exerected from his ¢ Memoirs
of the Life of the Rev. THE-
oPHILUS LINDSE?y’
in London, 1812, and now fprub-
lished for the benefit of Chris-
tian Churches in this couniry,
without mnole or  alteralion.
Third Edition. Bostony; Na-
1haui'el Wil]is. 1315. pp. 48.

WE regard the appearanca of
this pamphlet as one of the most
important events, which have
taken place for many years, In
reference to the interests of reli-

gion in our country, It hasbgen

known, for at least a quarter of a
century, by those who have been

well-informed on the subject,

that there has been in Boston a
defection from those doctrines
of the Bible, which have usuvally

- been denummated orthadm in

Protestant communities. Tt has

b'af:n lmown, that tlus defectlm -

1

firinted.

has gradually increased; has si.
lently and covertly extended it-
self into a considerable number
of congregations in the vicinity;
and has been, in a few instances,
openly avowed. YTrom a great
variety of anonymous publica-
tions it has been evident, that the
defection had proceeded in the
downward course to the lowest
degrees of Socinianism, and to
the very borders of open infidel-
ity. Further than thisj—it hag
not been in a few solitary instar.
ces only, that persons, who have
been near the centre of all these

operations, have. heard from the |

‘puipit both sermons and prayers,
"which neither expr'esaﬁd nor im-

plied any thing more than sober
Deism, and which were totally
at variance with the Gospel.

- These things, and many more of

a similar character, have war-
ranted such dlsclasures through
the medium of our work, and of
other publications, as have fully
appuzed the Christian public of
the existence of such a defection,
as has been briefly .described
above. But as the work of error
was carried on for the most part
in secret;—as many well-mean-

‘ing people were led in the dark;*

~and as pruselytes were mad:s
prmclpally by suppressing truth,

-rather than by explicitly propos-
ing and defending error, it was

i



2 Complaints of the Boston Clergy.

difficult matter so to expose the
¢cvil, as Lo present 18 character,
extent, and design, in full view,
before the eyes of its friends and
its encmies. It has been an arti-
fice practised systemutically by
a majority of the clergymen,
who have led the way in this
apostasy from the faith of the
Protestant churches, and, as we
believe we may safely add, in
this apostasy from Christianiy,
t¢ inculeate the opinion, that they
did mot differ materially from
their clerical brethren throuyph
the country. This arfifice has
been curvied so far as 1o induce
them to complain, in bitter
terms, that they were slandercd
by our work, when represented
“as thus differing, and as promot-
ing the circulation of Socinian
books; although every represen-
tation, which we have made on
the subject, has been warranted
by most abundant evidence.
They have complained, that they

were not nvited to preach when

travelling through the country;
and have Imputed this neglect
to the effect of slander. Itis to
be remembered, that the slander
complained of Is the allegation,
that they differ essentially in re-
ligions doctrine from the great
body of the American clergy.
Within a very few months, a
cieryyman, who we feel author-
ized to say is a decided Socinian
of the German school, complain-
ed that he was not invited to
preach in New York; which he
umputed (o the slanders of the
orthodox: and yet, at the very
time of muking this complaint,
he must have known, that his
real ofiinions, If openly avowed,
would exciude him f{rom nearly
every pulpit south of Massachu-
sctts.  He must hayve known,

also, that no representations,
made Dby the ortliodox, ever
placed the Doston clergy, gen-
crally, fower on the scale of reli-
eious doctrine, than his own
opinions actually were.

We should not be thus par-
ticular, were it not that the cry
of calumny has been raised with
considerabfc effect, and with the
most unbiushing confidence. But
this cry cannot be ralsed here-
after on the same account, and
in the same manner. The pam-
phict before us furnishes most
decisive evidence, on the suba
ject of the state of religlon in
Boston and the viclnity.” It 1s
evidénce which can neither be
evaded, nor resisted, by the lib.
eral party; as 1t is taken wholly
from a book, published by Mr.
Belsham, who is at the head of
that party in England, and who
lays before the reader ofiginal
letters trom Dr. Freeman and
Mr. Wells, authenticated Dy
their proper names.

It will be asked, perhaps, what
is the meaning ot Unitrar:anism,
ag the word is used in this pam-
phiet? The inguiry Is natuvals
and we apswer it as tollows. Mr.
Beisham considers himselfa con-
sistent and decided Unitarian,
Ile evidently shpposes, also, that
all consistent and decided Unita-
rians, on both sides of the water,
agreec Substamtially with him,
That the "reader may become
anguainted with Mr. Belsham’s
opinlons, we shall quote bis own
words. The length of the quo-
tatlons will be excused, when
the imiportance of the subject is
constdered.

Vhe publisher of the pamphlet
has ifutroduced it with a very
suitable preface, containing large
extracts from DBelsham’s Review
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of Wilberforce’s Treafise. The

ceater part of these extracts we
cliall cite below, and add to them
seyeral passages from Mr. Bel-
sham’s Calm Inguiry and Me-
moirs of Lindsey. |

¢ “(God is the Former, the [Father, and
Nenefnetor of the human race, whom fov
wise teasons, Wnknown to us, bul perfectly
enpaistent, no doubt, with hig mﬂguificent
plan of universal order and happiness, he
has been pleased to place in eircumstanees
of frailty and dunger, the natural consc-
quence of which, in their progress through
life, is the eontraction of a eertain degree
of moral pollution, whi¢h in the nature of
things, and by the divine appointment,
exposes them to a proportionate degree of
misely heve, of hereafter.

¢ #¥But this fact by no means proves a
prepondevance of viee and misery in the
warld; atherwise we must conelude that
the Maker of the world, whose characier
we lcarn only {rom his works, s 8 weak or
a mahignaut being,  ‘Lhe truth is, that al-
though the quantity of viee andl misery
ﬂﬂtuﬂlly existing 5 very eonsiderable,
there 18, nevertheless, upon the whole, a
very great preponderance of gobd in gen-
eval, and with few, if any exeeptions, in
every individual in particular,

S The alimost universal desive of life
and dread of dissohition, amount to &
steong presumption, that life is in general
a blessing, And the disgrace universally
attached to flagrant vice, proves that such
vice i8 not gommon. Characieris the sum
total of moral and intellectuat-habits, and
the proportion of virtuous habits in the
worst characters, excecds that of vieipus
ones. But no characiter takes the de-
nomination of virtuoys uUnless af/ the hah-
its are on the side of virtue: whereas one
evil habit is sufficient to stamp a character
VICIQNS,- '

 “Grod eanuot be unjast to any of his
oveatiives. - Having brought men into ex-
istenee and placed them in eiretmutances
ofiraminent peril, though in the nature of
things . inisevy Is necessarily eonnccted
wilh viee, we may eeprtainly conelude (hat
none of the ereatures of God in* sueh, or
in any cirenmstances, will ever be Tnade
eternally miserable, Indeéd it is plainly
repugnant to the justice of God, that ex-
istence to any of his intelligent crestures,
should be upon the whole a eurse.

““The light of philosophy affords a
few plausible arguments for the.doetrine
of a future life: there are some appearan-
ces phiysical aud moeal, which eaunot bo
ﬂﬂtisfﬂﬂ_tpvily explmined tipon any other
suppodition.  But sinee the septient poy-

ers are guspended hy death, and arhmif of
no revival but by the revival of the man,
a tact the expeetation of which is entively
unsupported both by experience and anul-.
oy, the gpeeulations of [:.hi}ﬂ:«!-t}phy %‘:ﬂulf‘«
commmonly, aud almost neeggsarily, termi-
nate in the dishelief of a future existence.

¢¢ ¢i{ere divine revelation offers its sea-
sonable and weleome ant.  God has com-
misstoned his faithful and holy servant,
Jesus of Nazareth, to teach the universal
regurrection of the dead, and by his own
resurrection to confirm and exemplify his
doctiiye,

¢ “Jesns  hath anthoritatively {aught,
that the wicked will be raised to suffuring:
not enuld it possibly be otherwise, if they
arc Lo be raised with the same system of
liabits and feelings with which they de-
scenderd to the grave, aud withont which
their identity would be lost. But siuce
eternal misety for temporary crimes . is
inconsisient with ever}r 111*1:1{:.‘:]}1& lﬂf jus_
tice, and sinec o resutreetion from previ
ous insensibility to indefinite misery, to be
suceceded by absolute gunihilatinn, is a
harsh supposition, contrary to all analngy,
and Hot Lo be admitted bat npon the elrars
cst evidence, we are naturaliy led to con-
clude, that the sufferingg of the wicked
will be remedialy and that they will termis
nate ina complete purifiextion firgm inoral
disorder, and in their Wtimate restovation
to virtue and hiappiness, . 1n this conelu-
sion we seem to be justified by those pas.
sages In the apostolied writings which de-
clarg, that the hlessings of the Gospel
shall he far more extensive than the ea-
Iamitieg of the full, and that Christ shall
reign till all things shall be subdued unto
him.  (Rowm., v.—1 Cor. xv.)

‘“ ““Vhe apostles were commanded tn

preagh the Gospel 1o the idolatrous hea-

then as well a5 to the chosen family of
Abraham, and they were aunthorized to
confitm their doctrine by mirnoles, These
extracvdinary powers are in tho Serip-
tures called the Spivit of God, and the
Holy Spirit; and the great «change which
took Place in the views, feclives, and
character of phavisaie Jows and idnlatrous
heathen, when they siucerely professerd
the Chyistian faith, is ealled, o new creas
tion, regeneration, rising from the dend,
and the like, And as conversion to Chriss
Liamity was usually produced by the evis
denee of miracles, this new creation, re-
%ﬂnm'ﬂtiml, sanetifieation, or passing from
death 1o file, 13 in this sensce ascribed to
the Spivit of Guod,

“¢“The Jews, hnving hecn ehosen by
(God 1o jjcenlior privileges, entertained a
very high notion of their own dignity, and
expressed themselves in the most con-
femplioiis language of the idalatrous gen-
tides, who were nol in covenant with J2p
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hovali, Of themselves they spoke as a
chesen and « holy nation, sons af God,
and heirs of the promises., But the hea-
thens were represented as sinners, as
aliens, as enemies to God, and the like.
In allusion to which forms of expression,
the converted gentiles being entitled
equally with converted Jews, to the hles-
sings of . the new dispensation, they are
therefore said to be forgriven, reconciled,
and saved, to be fellow-citizens with the
saints, and of the household of God.

“¢The death of Jesus is sometimes
ocalled a propitiation, becanse it put an
cud to the Mosaic economy, and intro-
duced & new and more liberal dispensa-
tion, under which the gentiles, who were
before regavded as encmies, are admitted
into a state of ‘amity and reconciliation;
that is, into a state of privilege similar to
that of the Jews, It is alao occasionally
oalled a sacrifice, being the ratification of
that new covenant into which God is
Pleased to enter with his human offspring,
by which a resurrectign te immortal life
and happiness is promised, without dis-
tinction, to all who are truly virtuous.
Believers in Christ are also said to-have
redemption through his blood, because
they are released by the Cheistian cove-
nant from the yoke of the ceremonial
law, and froin the bondage of idolatry,
Pr, Taylor has in general well explained
these Jewish phrases in lis admivable
Aey to the upostolie writings prefixed to
his Commentary on the Epistle to the
omauns,

5 ¢ The Sepiptures contain a fithfuf and
credible aceount ofthe Christian doctrine,
“Which is the true word of Glod: but they
are not Lhemselves the word of God, nor
do they ever assume that title: and it is
aighly improper Lo speak of them as such,
as it leads inattentive readers to suppose
they were wuitten under a plenary inspir-
atlm, ty which they make no pretengion,
and as suoh expressions expose Christian-
iy unnecessarily to the eavils of unbe-
licvers. t

‘“ “Christianity sums up. the whole of
human duty in the love of God and oup
neighhor; and requiring that el our time

~should be employed to the best accouut,
‘and that every action should be conse-
crated fo God, Iays no stress upon ritusl
rhservations, and expressly abolishes thng
distinetion of days, which formed so con -
spicuons a feature in the Mosaic institute,
"Uo a true Christian every day is a Sab.
bath, every place is a temple, and every
action of lite an &ct of devotion,. A Chyis-
tiun is not regnived to he more holy, nov
permitied to ake greater liherties upon
ane day than upon another,  Whatever
is lawful or expedicnt upon one day of the
week g andere the Cheistian dispensation,

equally lawful and expedient on any other
day. Public worship, however, must be
conducted at stated intervals; and it Lag
been usual for the earliest timos for
Christians to assemble together, on the
first day of the week, to commemovate
the death and to eclebrate the resurrec.
tion of their Master,

““ «*T'his appears to me to be the true
doctrine of reason and revelation, in which
the God of nature is not represented ag
frowning over his works, and like a mer-
clless tyrant dogming his helpless crea.
tures to eternal Misery, with the arbitrary
exception of a chosen few; but as the wise,
benevolent, and impartial parent of his
rational offspring, who is training them all,
tinder various processes of intellectugl
and moral diseipline, to perfeet virtae
and everiasting felicity, Such is the God
of my faith and adoration, the God of na-
ture and of revelation, the God and Father
of our Lovd Jesus Christ, that God whose
cxistence, atiributes, and government are
the joy and-confidence of every enlighten-
ed and virtuous believer™” See Bel
shumis Review of Wilberforce's reatise,
Letter 1L, o

“The Unitarians generally believe, that
Jesus having exercised his publie ministey
tor the space of ayear, and perhaps alittle
more, suffered death publicly upon the
cross, nol to appease the wrath of God,
ot a3 2 satistaction to divine justice, not
to exhibit the evil of sin, norin any sense
whatever Lo make an atonement to God
for it; for this doctrine in every sense,
and according to every explanation, they
explode as irrational, unseriptural, and
derogatory from the divine perfections:
but as & martyr to the trath, and as g
necessary prehiminary (o his resurreetion.
And they hold, that it was wisely ordered,
Lo preclude cavils, that his death should
be an event of great publie notoriety, and
inflicted by his enemies.” See Belsham's
Calm Inquiry into the Scripture Dac-
irine concerning the person af Christ,
pp. %49, 450,

“The .Unitm'ians further believe, {hat
after having given snfficient. proofs to his

disciples, for forty days, of the truth of

Lis resarrection, he was in a miraculous
manuer withdeawn from their society, a
cireumstance which is described as an age
cension into heaven,” 15, pp. 450, 451,

“Fhe Unitavians maintain, that Jesus
and his aposties were superpaturatly in.
structed as far as was necessary for the
exectttion of their commission, that 13, tor
the revelation and proof of the dootrine of
cternal life, and that the favor of God cx-
tended to the Geutiles eqnally with the

-y
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Jews; and that Jesus and his apostles, and ~ Als of the Apostles; and that John is a
others of the primitive believers, were  very mystical writer, abounding in harsh
oceasionally inspired to foretell future metaphors and symbolieal phraseolopy,
events, But they believe, that supernat-  very diﬁgrent irom the simplicity which
ural inspiration wis limiled to these cases  characterizes the other evangelists. Not
alone; and that when Jesus or hisapostles  can they discern any traces of that sur
deliver opinions upon subjects unconneet- prise and astﬂnlslupent, }vh‘mh must have
ed with the oljact of their mission, such  seized the minds of the disciples and com-
opinions and their reasonings upon them, panious of Jesus, when it was first reveal-
are to be recveived with the'same atten- ed to them, that the master with whom
tion and eaution with those of other per. they bad se frequently and familiarly eon-
sops in similar eireumstances, of similar’ versed, was the Luyd thgiy Maker, or at
education, and with sirrnil;‘ habits of think- least a great celestial spirit in a buman
ing. shape.,” pp. 456, 457. '
‘*“['he Unitarians admit, that the Serip. ‘
tures of the Old aud New Testament, and “The Unitarlans do not presume to
especinlly the latter, contain authentic say that God might not, lt_he had plensed,
recovds of facts, and of divine interposi. have revealed other doctrines to mankind
tiong; but they utterly deny the univer. Dy Jesus Christ, besides that mos\ impor-
sal inspiration of the writers of those tant one of a futmree life. But they pro-
compositions, as a qualification to which fess, that after reading the New Testa-
indecd they make no pretension, and of wment with tht greatest attention, this
whieh they offer no proof; and the asser-  doctvine appears to be the one great o)-
tion of which teuds only to embarrass the Ject of the Christian revelation, which- is
evidences of revelation, and to give ad- inthis view most worthy of God, and most
vantage to its enemies. And they judge beneficial to wen™ p. 470,
of the genuvineness, of the meaning, and ‘
of the credibility of these works, exactly ‘‘Believing that Jesnt was in g)] respeets
1 the same way as they julge of any like unto his brethren, asd pursuing his
other anclent writings”” 12, pp. 451,452,  principles to thelr just eonsequences, he
_ [ Dr. Priestley’] argued that our Savior
“The Unitavians disavow all those per- ecame into the world with the frailties
sonal regirds to Christ, and direot ad-  and infirmitics of a lnunan being, nyoral
dresses to him, either of prayer ov praige, as well as pliysteal, and that, by the poeca-
which properly fall under the denomina- liar process of mental diseipline to which
tion of religious worship, as unfounded in  he was subjeeted, . he grew up to that
reason, Whauthorized hy Seripture, de. consummate dignity and elevation of char.
rogatory from the honor of the Supreme  scter, vnder whivh he uppews i the
Leing, the only proper objeet of religions  writings of the Fvangelists, And (Lis
homage, and as i a steict and proper troly Christian phiiosopher believed it Lo
sense polytheistical and idolatrous.” 24, be not only a more ravional way of ae.
p. 434. counting for the execllenve of our Lord's
. character, and more agrecable to the
“I'he Unitarians think it superfinous to  language of the New ‘T'estament, which
produce any argumenis to prove, that a represeats him as growing in wisdom ang
person, who is repeutedly called o man, Infavor with Ged and ynan, but, in trath,
who lind every appesrance of a human maore honorable to our Lord himself, that
being, who was born, who grew, who Hv-  his perfect moral excellence should be the
ed, who conversed, who felt, who acted, result of his own exertiou, vigilanee, and
who suffered, and who died like other fortitnde, rather than of & supernatual
men, who was universally believed to be operation.”® See Belshunis Jdemoirg af
& man by all who saw an(iY conversed with Léndyey, pp. 225, 296,
him, and was addressed and spoken of ag :
2 human being by all his eontemporavies, “In the present day, the alarm having
whether friends or enemies, was really  subsided, and a eovler examination of the
what he appeared and affirmed himself 1o subject having taken place, it would, I he-
be, truly and properly a man, and nathing  licve, e hard to find any considerate aud-
ore thut a man” 18, pp. 455, 458. consistent Unitariau, who does not adopg
y _ _ Dr. Priestley’s ideas conceruing the for.
~ “They observe, that there is ngallusion  mation of our Lord’s moral character’®

At all to the supposed pre-existent state 78, p. 296. :
land saperior nature of Jesus Chuist, in '
i three of the Evangelists, or in the history *“The Unitavian deetrine is, that Jesus

?nt’the apostles’ preaching, and of the first. ‘of Nazarcth was a man counstituted in gli
plutation of the Hospel contained in the Perpects ke olher mew, suljeet 10 the

R



8 M:r. L?ndse‘q’.‘;‘ (reed.

same infiriities, {he same 1gnoranee, pre-  {jonatc degree of misery here oy
judices, and ﬁ'n}ltms;: Ib, ag guoted Dy hereaflers

“Dr. Muazee, in hs oreat work, p. 510, . :

Dr. Magee, £ 1 That there 1s a very great

¢« «Jesusis indeed now alive, But as we pl*epﬁudel"anﬁﬁ .of virtue over
are totally ignorant of the place where he  yi.a in the world; and with fow,

resides, and of the occupations in which . T YR
he is engaged, there can be no proper 1f any, cXCeplions, 1Ip every indi-

foundation for religions addresses to him, vidual;
nav of gratitude for favors now reecived,  That the proportion of virtu-

- vet of conflidence in his future inter- AR e -
;g;it:{ﬂn in our behalf? *  See Review of QUS Iiabits in the worst characa

[Pilberforce’s I'reatise, Letter VLI . ters, exceeds that of vicCloys
o ' Ones; ,. |
MR, LINDSEX'S CREED. , That we may certainly con-

¢ ¢There is Oxe Gon, one single per- ‘ ‘ '
son who is God, the sole Creator and clude, from our own reasol, that
Sovereign Lovd of all (hings, none of the creatures of (od

e« “The holy Jesus wns a man of the il ever be made eternally mis-

" ‘ a servant his (3 .
Jewish nation, & servant of this God, crable;

highly honored and distingnished by him., %4~ _ o
% “The Spirit, or Holy Spirit, was not I'hat -God commissioned Je-

a pevson ov intelligent being, butonly the  gus of Nuzareth to teach the
extraordinary power or gift of God, first universal resurrection of the

to our Lord Jesus Christ himselt in his T leor Lol *. ‘ |
life time, and afterwards to the Apostles dcad, anG b}’ his own resurrecs ll

and mﬁ?y of the ﬁrs{; Ghi*fstians, to em- tion to confirm and exemphily
ower them to preach and propagate the - el mine .
jospel with sueeess,” ?  See Jlemoirg of hm’fi?att:;]r; :vicke.d will be rais

Lindsey, p. 213, . :
ed to suffering, with the same

The fgrggoing quotalions are SystCi of habits and fﬁﬂlingrs
sufficient to give the reader some  with which they descended to
acquaintance with the religions the grave; but their suffcrings
opinions of leading Unitarians. will be remedial,’ and will ter-
We will only add, that Mr. Bel- minate 1ii thelr ultimate restora-  §
sharn clearly adopts the opinion tion to virtue and happiness;
of Dr. Priestley, that “our Sa- That the Ioly Spirit was noth- §
vior was as much ib the dark, as ing more than the power of |
the most vulgar among the Jows, working miracles;
about possessions; and belicved . That regéenecration, and the |
them In the gross litera] sense.” new creation, mean only the con- |

Our readers will excuse us, version of the Gentiles to the §
ify for the sake .of making a profession of Christianity; 3
briel summary of doctrines held That as the Gentiles were |
by Unitarians, as exhibited in converted to Christianity by the |

¢ the preceding extracty, we give cvidence of miracles, this new
the substance of the several arti- creation was in this sense ase |
cles by ‘way of recapitulation. cribed to the Spivit of God;
Unitarians hold and teach, then; That because the Gentiles

That God bas placed 'man in  were admitted to enjoy the bles-
circumstances of fratlty and dan- sings of the new dispcusation,

. geny the natural consequence of they are said. (0 be forgiven, re- |
which is the contraction of acer- conciled and saved; e

T

f -

e
;]
5

]
e

taii_l depree of moral pollution, That the death of Jesus is cgl]u i
which expesesthemto a propor- ed a piropitiation because it put |
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an end to the Mosailc economy;

That it 1s calléd a sacrijfice, be-
cause it was the ratification of a
new covenant, which promised a
resuirrection to immortal life;

That believers in Christ aré
said to have redemption by bhis
blood, because they are released
from the yoke of the ceremoni-
al law, and the bondage of idola-
try; -

That the Scriptures were not
written under a plenary Inspiras
tion; , | |

‘That the Sabbath 1s no more
holy than any other day; and,
consequently, that 1t is lawlul to
do the same things on that day
-as on any other;

That Christ made no atone-
ment for sin, in any sense what-
ever; _
That the great object of Chris-
tianity was tha revelation of a fu-
ture life;

That whenever Jesus, or his
“ppostles, deliver opinions on sub-
jects unconnected with the ob-
ject of their misslon, their opin-
ions are to be veceived with the
same caution as the opinions of
other persons;

That the Scriptures contain
authentic records of facts and of
divine ‘interpositions, but were

not written by men under the.

constant influence of inspiration;

That all “religious homage
paid to Christ is strictly polythe-
istical and idolatrous; |

That Christ was no more than
4 Inan; | .

That he came into the world
with al the frailties and infirmi-
ties of a human being, moral as
well as physical, and his perfect
moral character was formed by
his own exertion, vigilance, and
fql;tituda, without supernatural
aid; 0 . ¢ * -

half; and

That after his resurrection he
was  miraculnusly  withdrawn
from his disciples, which wasg
described as an ascension to
Heaven; but we know not where
he resides now, and ought not to
feel gratitude to him {or favors
now received, nor to expect his.
foture Interposition in our be~

Thaty, on the subject of de.
moniacal possessions in particu.
tar, he, like the mass of his na-
tion.was involved in gross dark-
ness, and actually believed that
to be true, which the wisdom of -
modern times has discovered ta
be false. | |
- duch is the  Unitarianism
which Mr.” Belsham wishes to
propagate, and of which he pro
fesses to write the history; so
far, at least, as relates to its
progress in this country. Of

_the existence of stuch Unitarian-~

1sm, 1n the metropolis of New
Lngland, our readers have gen.
erally been well persuaded; but
some have not believed that it
was making any considerable
progress, because they could
not persuade themselves that
men, occupying lmportant pla-
ces.in church and state, and
standing high in the public esti-
matlon were capable of conceal-
ing thelr trye sentiments. 'Oth-
ers have affected nhot to believe,
because they feared the conses
quences of an exposure of senti=
ments so very diverse from those
maintained by our plous fathers,
ad still cherished by a great -
majority of pastors and. churchs
es in the New England states,
Some of our friends at a dis.
tance, who sit under their own
vine and fig tree without moless
ation, occasionally feel, that our
feurs respecting the efferts to
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spread Socinian principles are
magnified beyond. measure; in
consequence of our living in the
centre of Unitarian action. We
almost envy them their peace-
ful uodisturbed lot. . Oue of the
last things, .which a Christian
should desire, is, to be called to
dispute with his fellow men,
who bear the Clristian name,
respecting that blessed religion,
which proclaims ficace on eartl,
and breathes good will to man.
- Yet, however distressing . this
duty is,.and however exposed to
.temptation one may be in per-
forming it; there are times when
the obligation becomes imperi-
ous, to contend earnestly for the
Jaith once delivered to the saints;
and to place in their just light
the gflorts of those, whom we
in conscience believe to be real-
1y striving to overturn this faith,
whatever they may suppose to
be the tendency of their meas-
ures. ,

There is a certain class of
well-meaning pcople, who. are
reluctant to enter upon any con-
troversial discussion, and who
are ready to say, on all cccasions,
that they .are sorry to see reli-
glous controversy. These per«
sons ought.to reflect much upon
the meaning of such  declaras
tions. Do they intend, that the
essential. truths of the Gospel
will never be attacked; or that,
il attacked, they .should never
bo defended; or that there are
no essential truths of the Gos-
pel; or.thaty if there are such
trnths, it is impossible to ascer-
tuin - what they ave; or that error
will die of itsplf, if never eXos-
cd. I they will assume either

of these pasitions, they will find.

it .untenable., They ought to
consult the history of the ghurch,

A"

which will convince them, that
the purity of religion has never
been restored, in a single in-
stance, without religious contro-
versy; and that it has never
been preserved, for any lengtl
of time, without resorting to the
same means of defence. We
readily admit, that there bhas
been much unnecessary, and
much very pernicious contro-
versy in the church; that leng
and bitter disputes have origina-
ted on trifling occasions, and
been conducted with unchristian
feelings, and for very insufficient
reasons, on both sides. Al this
is a proof of human weakness
and depravity; but we see not
how it tends to prove that all
controversies. are wrong, as it
respects all the contending par-
ties, o

Political disputes have, in a -
vast proportion of Instances, been
the means of incalculable evil.
Yet who supposcs it to be wrong
to oppose political error! Would
not the suppression of all politi-
cal controversy bring the world
immediately into a state of the
most abject submission to the
most corrupt and despotic rulers?
The factis, that important truth
of every kind, whether scientific,
political, moral, or religious,
must be taught and defended; but,
particularly religious (ruth; for
the natural feelings of .men arc
much more opposed to this, than
(o truth of any other kind, . We
are {ar from considering contro-
versy of any-sort as in itself de-
sirable; we are far from justify-
Ing a disputatioys temper, or en-
couraging dogmatical habits; we
could:, earnestly wish, indeed, .
that the Christian world were
mamediately freed from .all occa-
sion of controyersy. The time
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will come when controversy shall
cease; but this time will not be
hastened by thé timid counsels
of those, who would suffer the
abettors of false doctrine to re-
peat their assertions and their
sophistty without examination
and without an answer. Con-

woversy will only cease by the

universal reception of the truth,
not by a complaisant delerence
to be exercised by the Iriends of
truth to the promoters of all
kinds of error. Onec great coms
plaint of the Papists against the
leading Protestants. at the com-
mencement of the Reformation,
was, that they introduced the
-terrible evil of religious coniros
versy. What would have become
of the Reformation, if that com-
plaint had been admitted as valid,
and the Reformers had shut
their mouths and thrown away
their pens? It may be conldently
affirmed, that Luther, Calvin,
and Zuinglius, with the word of
God in their hands and the love
of God in their hearts, did more
ggod in a few years, by entering
baldly into the lists of theologi.
cal contrdversy, than the same
nien with all their great talents
could have done in ffty centu-
ries, (had their lives been thas
prolonged;) in the silent course
recommended by those, who af-
fect to decry all controversy.
I3 not the truth as important now
ad it was at the era of the Refor.
mation! Is not Christ as pre-
clous to the souls of believers
now as he was then?™ |

Before any person is entitled
{o stigmatize a controversial
writing as useless ‘or injurious,
h,ﬂ must be satishied, either that
their is no oececasion for it; that
it relates to.an upimportant sub-

ject; that it defends evror rather

2

than the truth; or that it 1s con-
ductéd in an unfair manner, or
with an  unchristian temper.
When a controversy can be truly
described as liable te either of
these aobjections, we will not
justify it.  But we shall always
hold in high honor those sc¢rvants
of God, who have itin thelr pow-
er to employ leatiiing and talents
not only in teaching the truth,
but in detecting and exposing
the absurdities of erfror.
We are siicerc believery in
the great doctrines of the Refors
mation; in the ingpiration of the
Holy Scriptures; in the unity and
perfections of the (Godhead; inthe .
Supreme divinity of the Son and
Spirit; in the atonement and ine
tercession of Christ; in the nessides
amel total depravity of the unre-
generate; and in the reality and
nccessity of special divine grace
to renew and sanctify the souls
of men, that they may be capable
of participating in the holy enjoy.-
ments of the heavenly world.
These points do not constitute
the whole of our creed, but they
are among the prominent and
fundamental articles of it; they
are points in wlich we differ
essentially from Unitarians.
Believing conscientiously, that
these' doctrines are essential to
Christianity, we have ever felt
it to be our duty to vesist, so
far as lay in our power, every
cffori to supplant them, by sub«
stituting others, which, as they |
appear to s, can neither admin-
ister present comfort, nor lay
any just. foundation for futurs
hopes. We readily conceds,
that Christianity in any form,
even in that of Catholic supersti-
tion, or vthe lowest Socinianism,
is preferable, in a ¢ivil point of.
view, to Deism, or Atheism.
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Even in its most degraded forms,
Christianity superadds some-
thing to the moral restraints of
men; and impresses in some de-
grec the doctrine of future re-
tribution. So far' as this goes,
it is an advantage to the commu-
pity. But so “far as the vital,
evangelical spirit of Christianity
is rejected, or contemned, Just
so far the prospect that religion
will have a benign influence on
society is obscured. If a denial
of the divinity and atonemeunt of
the Savior, be denying the Lord
that bought ueg, then, whatever
character a man who does this
may - sustain among his lellow
creatures, in the sight of God
he is an unbeliever; and whatever
may be the degree of his guilt
and punishment, he is as surely
expesed (o final destruction, as
the Atheisty or the Deist. J

It hasalways appeared to 'us;
that the divinity and atonement
of the Bavior are essentlal doc-
trines in the Christlun System;
not as . subjects of speculdtion

only, but as practical truths.

Such being- the fact we cannot
help béligving, that those, who
reject and conteimn these doc-
trines, have not a fair claim to
be considered as standing on
Christian ground. "It is'a sor-
rowful thing to be compelled to
shy, that thére ‘are now many
persons, in the capital of New
England, and not a few 1n 1its
vicinity, who utterly reject the
doctrines in question, and maiy
others, essentially, if net equally,
important: The Pamphlet be-
fore us offers evidence on this
subject, which it 15 impdssible
to mistake. C o

- Had the facts, which this pam-
phlet discloses, been stated-an
1the authority of an oitthodox

Unitarianism in Massachuselts.

man, we should doubtless have
been met at the threshold, with
the allegation of “party spirit
and misrepresentation.” No or-
thodox man could ever have
hoped for such materials to com.
pile a history as are here pre-
sented. The writer has: not
gathered his information from a
hasty survey ‘of the exterior
of the temple, which he de.
scribes; he ‘has had access, as
high priest of his order,to the
very interior recesses, and has
exposed to view the most secret
transactions of those, whoare in-
itiated into the worship .which
he approves. - He has shewn us,
that like the Grecian philoso~

phers of old, many ot his order,

in our country, would have one
religion for the vulgar, and a-
nother for the wise; that it is a
fundamental maxim among the
great body of leading Unitarians
here, not to expose thelr senti-
ments directly to the ifspection
of the world at large, and to chal-
lenge investigation, hut to oper-
ate in-secret; " to entrust only the
initlated with thelr measures;
atid to leave the vulgar to fall
into the tracks of the wise, by
the force of that principle of im-
Itation which is capable of oper-
aling so powerfully upon them.

‘Our own convictions respect.
ing’the nature of Unitarianism
in Massachusetts, and the man-
ner in which the¢ cause is  pro-
moted, are not altered by the
pamphlet before us. Living in

the centre of-action, we have

long had these convictions. The
Monthly Anthology; - the -man.
gled Christian - Monitor; the
Hymns and Psalms ¢f Mr. Buck-
minster and Mr. Emerson; the
reply of Belsham to Wilherforce
and to Dr. J. P. Smith; the Im-
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proved Version.of the New Tes-
tament; all published 1in bLoston;
and especially the General Re-
positarys published at Cam-
bridge, by some of the Ofiicers
of Harvard College, afford sufh-
cient evidence, without detailing
other citcumstandes, of a sett]ed
and persevering determination
to .prostrate orthodoxy, and to
substitute Unitarianism 10 1t8
place. But the evidence now
hefore us is In some respects
more important'than any which
has preceded it; as itis compris-
ed within a small compass, 1S
easily obtained, and is supported
by the names of some of the
principal parties concerned.
The Society whicly claims the
honot of taking the lead, In the
great work of reformation in.our
country, is, according to out his-
torian, that whichmeetsat the
Stone Chapel in Boston; and Dr.
Freeman, it seems, claims to be
considered as at the bottom of
all the revolutions, which have
taken place there. So early as
the year 1786, Dr. Freeman had
persuaded his church to adopt a

Liturgy, which the Rey. J.
Smith,in a letter to Mr. Landsey,

describes as “perfectly Unitari.
an,” (p. 11.) Dr. I'reeman,
however, in a letter, dated the
same year, tells Mr. Lindsey,
that “some defects and impro-
prietles are still retained, for the
-sake of inducing them, (his con-
aregation;) to omit the most ex-
ceptionable parts of the old ser-
vice, the Athanasian prayers.”
(p. 12) In 1811, howsvern, a
new edition. of his Liturgy was
published Ly Dr. - IFFreeman,
which, “with a very few altera-
tons chiefly verbal; might be
madey’”’ says Mr. Belsham, “per-
foctly unexcepiionable.” p. 12.

11

Dr. Freeman, 1t seems, was
unable, on account of his hereti-
cal sentiments, to obtain Episco-
pal ordination. This misfortune
was obviated, however, by his
congregation, who, it should be
remembered, still professed to
be Episcopalians. "They ordain-
ed him themselves, on Sunday
the 18th of Nov./1787. ..

Shortly after, a clrcumstance
happened, which as Dr, F. de-
clares in a letter to Mr. Lindsey,
tended very much to satisfy the
minds of his people, respecting
the manner of his ordinatlon.

¢c ««f mentioned in a former letfer, that
Rishop Seabury had ordained a priest in
Bostori. The members of my congrega-
tion in general attended. They were so
shocked with the service, particulatly
with that part where the bishop pretends
to communicste the Holy Ghost and the
power of forgiving sins which he accom-
panied with the action of breathing on the

- eandidate, that they now congratulate me

upon having escaped what they consider
as little short of blasphemy. Few of them
had ever read, or at least attentively con-
sidered, the Ordination service. Since
they have heardit, 1 bave frequently
been seriously asked by them, whether I
would have submitted to so absurd a form.
1 confess that T am convineed I should have
ascted wrong if I had done it. I shudder
when I reflect to what moral danger Iex-
posed myself in soliciting ordination of the
American bishops, for I certainly never
believed that they had the power of ‘con-
veying the Holy Spirit.” 7 pp. 14, 15,

Thus much for the history of
Unitarianism at the Stone Chap-
cl. -This congregation is aiter-
wards described in.the pamphlet,
as being the only onc of firgfess-
ed Unitarians in New England.
‘We must say, that the. conduct
of this Society.and of their min-
ister, in coming out openly, and
avowing their sentiments to . the
world, is vastly preferable -to
a hypocritical conccalment of
themi. Had other societies {ol-
lowed their example, we shonld
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long since have known with
whom we were contending; and
not have been obliged to guard
against ambushes, instead of
combating in the open field.
From Dr. IFreeman, so open
and ingenuous in the profession
of his sentimernts, much of the
information ~ in -our historical
pamphlet is derived, as to the
propress of Unitarianism  in
America. This father and apos-
tle of the sectin question, in this
country, seems to be more deep-
ly interested, and betrer informs
ed on the subject, than any other
man, who appears in Mr. Bel-
sham’s papes. From him we
learny that 1n 1789, in conse-
quence of the labors of Nr.
Hazlitt among the Boston cler-
gys there were already #many
churches in which the worship
way sirictly: Unitarian” 'p. 12
NUIE# . YO | |
The method in which D T.
and othiers labor to propagate
Unitarianism is thus grapbically
delineated, -in a letter to Mr.
Lindsey, written &s it would
secy. 1n 1796, or 1797. '

correspondent to his venerable friend, ¢“gs
one.of the most happy efieets which have
resulted from my feeble exertions in the
Unitarian eause, that they have introduced
me 10 the knowledge and friendship of
some of the m{;c} valuable charncters of
the present age; men of enlightened
hm}dﬂ, of pious and bernevolent hLenrts:
?mbuscum vivere ameny, quibuscum pive

4+

ibens, * - =

“Though it is a standlng artiele of
mosLof bur soeial libravies, that nothiug of
acontroversial nature should be purelias-
ed, yet any book whiels is presented is
freely aceepted. T have found reans,
therefore, of introducing into them' some
of the Unitarian Traets with which you
have kindly furnished me. There are
few’ persons who lhave not vead them
with avidi(y; and when read, they eannot
Gil to make an  impression upon the
minds of mony. Thom these and other
“augey, the Unitarian doctrine appenrs to

¢ ¢ eonsider it,” snys this intelligunt

Egtract from Dr. Freeman’s Letter.

be still upon the increase. I am aecquaint.
cd with a number of ministers, particulgy.
ly in the southern part ot this atate,
who avow and publicl{ preach this senti-
ment. There are others more cantious,
wvho content dhemselves with lﬁnr,ling
their hearers, by s course of rational hut
pradent sermons, gradually and insensibly
to embrace it. T%ﬂugh thig latter made
iz not what I enlirtly approve, yet it pro-
duces good effeets, For the people are
thus keptont of the veach of false opinions,
and are prepaved - for the impressions
which will be made on them by maore bold
and ardent suceessors, who will probably
be raised up when these timid characters
are removed off the stage. In the eastern
mrt of this State, or whatas called the

istrict of Maine, the Upitavian doctring
also makes progress, as I have just been
informed by a worthy and judicious min.
ister from that quarter. The Clergy ave
generally the first who begin to spaeulate:
but the people soon follow, where they are
s0 much accustomed to read and inguire,

“¢In the dccounts whieh I give you of
the state of religious optnions in this coug-
vy, 1 always endeavor not to gxaggerate,
seusible that every zealous man (md I
confess that 1 am zealons) is naturally. dis.
posed to rate his own %arty as highly as
he cun. It is possible that Unitaranism
may be losing ground in one ?'uartev while
it is gaining if, in ancther, and that I may
not pereeive or may not attend lo the
former.  Indced, I confess and lament
that the opinion 18 scarcely known in the
lacrgest part- of this vast Republie. Tt
flonirishes chiefly in New England; but not
much in Connectiout, Jhode Island, New
Hampshive, and the western counties of
Magsachusetts, A few seeds have been

" sown in Vermont, and an abundant harvest

has heen produced in the vicinity of Bos-
ton and the counties direotly south of it,
In Penpsylvania, much may be expected
from .the lalors of Dr. Priestley.” "
Pp. 22, 43, .. -

How far the .sentiments in
question haye spread in Boston,
has been often a subject of in-
quiry, and not unfrequently of
debate,  Mr. Belsham will in-
form us. «“If” says he, “I am
not greatly misinformed, divine
worship 'in ‘many of the srincifgl
churches at Boston,is carried on
upon principles strictly, if not
avowedly, Unitarian.”” p. 38.

It any thing be lacking in Mnr,
Belsham’s acconnt, it is suppli-




Lelier of William Wells, jun, Esy.

ed in a letter to him by William
Wells, Esq. of Boston, a gentle-,
man, who, {rom his exXtensive ac-
quaintance with booksand men,
and his distinguished zeal In the
cause of Unitarianism, may well
be sypposed to give Us as exact
a picture,as any man living could
draw. We print the whole lect-
ter, as we shall have occasion to
refer to it un various subjects.

¢‘LETTER

Fyam William Wells, Beq. of Boston, - i
Nesv Envland, te the Author. -
jﬁ{]ﬁtﬂﬂ, Dlaveh 21, L1812, -

“My dear Sir, ' ‘

I i glad to hear you received the Ser-
mons safe:  About six weeks ago 1 {or-
warded 10 Mr. Freme a parcel jor you,
containing the first No. of ¢“T’he General
Repository and Review,”  Ior this you
are indebted to My. B.. T think a:letter
fromn him accompanicd the Review, bat
am not sure, as I tuok no  memorandum
of the contents pf the pareel. A second
pumber witl shartly appeav, whiel shall
he forwarded by the eavliest opportunity.
I betieve I mentioned in oy last the name
of the Fiditor, Mr. Norton an excellent
yonug man. Of his abilities you will be

able to judge. I think the first article, -

qud the Review of the Horsleian and
Priestiéian controversy display a sound-
ness of judgment which at his age is vave.
A number of young men who have takey
their hachelor’s degree now vesida - at
Cambridge as theological students, . Sev.
tyne; some, 85 far as I can judge, of supe-
vior talents; and all ave pursaing their pro-
fessional studjes with n seal which is well
dircetad Ly the very worthy andlearned
Dr. Ware, professor of divinity, and Dp,
Kirkland the president, and an honesty
which is entirely anfettercd and wabjassed”
by apy system whatever. We have to
contend here, ns you in England, tor the
first wineiples of .protestantism, hut I see
nt yeason £0 fear that the cusuing geonge-
atign will be destitute of able championg
for the vight of private-judgment,

“With regard to the progress of Unita-
rianisig, 1 have botolitile 10 Say, Iis ten.
ets have spread very cxtensively in
New Bngland, but T believe tlicre is on}y’
one Church prefessedly Unitarian, The
. Churches at Poptland gnd Saea, of which
you speak, havdly ever saw the light; and
exist no longer, The Mp, Thatcher, who
was formerly.a Meinber of Congress, and
the Judge Y, whome My, Mepriek-men.

eralof thom ave the sons of men of for--

#‘4
',

tiong, ave the same. He ¢ onc of the
Judges of our Supreme Court, an excel-
lent man and most zealous Unitarian, He
19 now ‘on the cireuit in this town, and
tells me he is obliged on Sunday to stay
at home, ov (0 hear'a Calvinist Minister,
Iie is no relation to our friend, |
““Most of our Boston Clergy and re-
spectable layman (ot whom we have many
culightened theologians) ave Unitavian.
Nor do they think it at all necessary . to
coneesnl Lheir sentiments upon these sglj.
jeots, but express them without the least
hesitation when they judge 1t proper, X
may safely say, the geneval habit of think-
ing antl “speanking upoen -this question in
Roston, is Unitavian, At the sag o time
tho controversy is seldom or netse intro-
duced into the pulpit, I except the
Chapel Chuwehi. If publications jnake
their appearanee attacking Unitarian sen-
timents, they are commonly answerey
with spirit and ability; but the majority.
of thoze who ave Unitavian mie perhaps of
these sentiments [without any distinet
consciousuess of being so.  Iuike the first
Christiahs, finding no sentiments but those
in the N, ', and not accustomed to heay
the language of the N. T, stramed and
warped by theological system-makers,
they adopt natarally a just mode of thipk-
ing, This state of things appears to e
so {avorable to the dissemination of cor.
rect sentiments, that 1 should pevhaps ve-
gret & greast degree of excitement in the:
publie mind upon these subjeets, The
mujority wonld eventually be against us,
The ignoraut, the violenl, the anrbitioug
and the eanning, would earry the- multi.
fude with them in religion as they do in
politics. One Dr. M. in a contest foir
spreading his own sentiments among the
great body of the people; wonld at leasy,
for a time, beat {en -Pricstleys, "Not (o
dwell upon the cousideration, that Unita-
viaistn eonsists. rather in noes behieving
and that it Is move easy. 10 gain proselytes.
to abgurd apinions, thait to rake them~
zealpus: § sefusing: to helieve, ~With
what armsg, when the ¢ mpoanes are tho
judges, ean virine and learning and honor
conlend with erattand cunning and equiv.
peation and falschood and intolerant zeal®
Learning is wovrde than useless, vivtue iy
often. ditfident . of her own conclusions,
and,at yny.rate, more anxious {o rendey
men good Christians, than to maeke them
Christions of ber own devomination; and

. that self-respect, which js the compavion

of virtue, disdains {o ineet the low ecune-
ning of - lier adversaries, or to flatter the
tow projudices  of her judges, 1 think
then 1L must be nssumed 2s an axhony, that
a persevering.controversy upon this ques.
tion, would render the multitude bigoted
and persecuting Calvinists, Then eomn
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systems and catechisms in abundance.
Fvery conceited deacon, every parishion-
et whao has, or thinks he has, 2 smatter-
ing.in theology, becomes the tnquisitor of
his pastor. 1n such circumstances leavn-
ing aud good sense have no chanee. ‘Chey
cannol be heard. ' - o

iI'he violent party here have chasen
to meet their opponents upon very unin-
vorable ground. Justead of ‘making it a
cause of orthodoxy against hevesy, they
have very unwisely preferred to insist up-
on a subseription to articles of faith, This
* has given’ great offence to many who are
disposed to be in favor of their ereed, and
thrown them into.the opposite scale. - Dr.
Osgood ja really orthodox, in sentiment,
but 2 nuole and determined sopporter of
the vight of private judgment, and on the
best -possible  terms with our Boston
friends. This is also the case - with the
venerable Dr. Lathrop of West-Spring-
field, Mr. Palmer’s friend, and many
others. Inshort we are now centending
for the liberty of being Protestants, If
we ean persuade the people (and we stand
upon advantageous ground) that we have
* the right to think upon religions subjects
a3 our conselences and the Seriptures di-
veet, things will go on well, Learning,
goud sense, sud vivtue, will then produce
ihei? natural effeets, and just modes of
thinking upoy subjeets of. this mature,. as
upop all others, will necessavily prevail.

*YVill you, my dear” Siry excuse nnin-
teational prolixity? I do not kriow. that
you will approve my séntiments, nor am
I very confident of their justoess;. but I
have seen the contest between truth and
fulsehood, defore the multitude; between
every thing which is respectable and eve-
ry thing which is detestable, sp urequal in
politics, that I dread the event in matters
of veligion. Still I would be no advoeate
for timidity, inucl less for mg’ thing like
equivoeation, or evasion; and it must be
confessed that prudence often degenerates

into these vices, 1am, dear Siv, with the .

greatest-esteem, yours affectionately,: .
- W, WeLes, Jur -pp. 4846,

e A O
. Such is the testimony in the
case under copsideration; ‘and
we presume that no man, in his
senaesy will hesitate for. a mo-
ment to.give implicit credit to
such witnesses. We shall fecl
ourselves warranted. hereafter,
to speak of the fact as certain,
that Upitarianism is the predom-
inant religion among the minis-
ters and churches of Boston. . -

Dy, Priestley’s Letter.

In the Distriet of Maine, My
Belsham states, {rom his corres.
pondent Dr. Freenu}n, that high
hopes were entertained of the
spread of Unitarian principles.
Churches were established in
Portland by the labors of the
Rev. Mr. Oxnard, and in Saco
by the zeal of Mr. (now judge)
Thatcher. These. hopesy, how-
ever, were premature, as if
appears by the letter of My
Wells. . . . 1

New York and Philadelphia
were also considerad by, Dr.
Priestley, when he first came to
this country, as affording great
promises of an abundant harvest.
Thus he writes to Mr. Lindsey.

- ¢« New York, June 15, 1794.
~--\Vith respect tomyself the differ.
: . \

enceis great indeed. In Eungland I was
an object of the greatest aversion to
every person connected with - govern-
ment; whereas heve, they are those who
show' me the most respect, With you
the Episeopal Church is above every
thing., In this city it makes a deeent fig-
ure, hut the Presbyterians ave much
above them, and the Governor (Clinton,)
who is particularly attentive to e, goes
to the meeting.house. e

“But the preachers, though all eivil to
me, Jook upon me with dread, and none
of them has asked me to preach .in their
,gulpits. Thigshowever does them no good,

everal persons express a wish to hear
me, and arc ashamed of the illiberality of
the preachers, and some avcavowed Uni.
Lavians, 8o that I am fully persuaded an
Unitarian minister, of prudenee and good
sense, might do very well here: If Ywere
here a'Sunday or:two more I would make
4 beginnipg, and I intend to return for
this purpose. The greatest diffienlty arises
from the indifference 'of . liberal-minded
ynen as to religion in general; they are so
much oecupied with commerce and | poli-
ties. +One man of proper spirit, wonld be
suflicient to establish a solid Unitarian in.
terest; and I am persuaded it_will soon be
done. Asl am mucht attended to, and

© my wrilings, which are in a manner un.

known here, begin to be inquired after,'1
will pet my small pamphlets immediately
printed here; and wherever 1 can get au °
invitation'to preach L will go. With thig
view -1 shall earefully avoid all the party

‘polities of the country, and-haye no other




Cases of My, Abbot and M. Sherman.

abjeet besides religion and philosophy.
Plhiladelphia will be 8 more favorable sita
nation than this, and there I shall make a
beginning, 1t will be better, however, to
wait o little time, and not show much zeal
ot the fivst; and as my coming here: 13
waunch talked of, T shall reprint my Yrast
and Favewell Sermons, ——

«T-have written to- Mr. Belsham, whom
I Lope, some time or other, to draw
hither, He will

il

soon know more on the subjeet.

] was never more mortified than 1
now am at not having with me any of my
small tracts in defence of the divine unity,
as my being ‘liere leads many persons to
wish to read what I huve written on the
subjecti~—1 shall reprint them, and. I flat.-
ter myself they will produce a considera-
fle effeet, Indeed my coming hither
promises to be of much miore serviee to
our cause than I had imagined. But time
is necegsary, and X am apt to be too pre-
cipitate. T want your cool judgment. You
waited patiently-a loug time in Loodon;
but what an abundant harvest have you
had there. - J. PRIESTLEY.” . pp. 47, 48,

How well these ardent expec-
tations were tulfilled Mr. Bel-
sham 1informs us,. . L

‘Dr, Priestley’s - perdonal ‘miniatry in
the United States was dttended with very
little apparent siocess. In Northumber-

n L] 1
L

vill tell you my seheme. But
as I am soon going to Philadelphin, E shall

|

land, whererhe vésided,- he collécted: bat’

lew proselytes; and in Philadelphis, where

the ehapel in-which he preached wag ot
fivst crowded with the principsl characters
in the United ‘States, he 'wad sfterwards
far sonme reason or other almost deserted.
Yet here his labors were pot wholly inef.
fectual. Sincve Dy, Priestiey’s decease o
small, but highly respectable 'congrega-
tion, has been formed, in whith, till a
regular mlwster can hé procured, a few
of the most intelligent and best informed
members conduce the service by turns;
and the society, upon the whole; i3 in-
eregsimg, thougly some; who once professed
zend in the eause, liave tarned their backs
upon'it, The Upitarians in Philadelphia
are now erecting a chapel for religions wor-

ship, to which many of diiferent persnasions

have contributed liberally”  pp. 28,246

" In Connecticut, that land of
steady habits, Unitarianism has
had poor- success.” 'T'wo minis-
ters, the' Rey. J. Shefman, and
the Rev. A« Abbot, who endeay-

k>

oved to make disciples there to
the sect in question, were both
obliped to scparate from their
charges. Mr. Belsham has .In-
troduced a long account of the
persecution, (as he is pleased to
consider it) of these two “worthy
confessors?® We shall not enter
upon the examination of these

‘cases at present. We refex our

readers for the - examination of
Mr. AJs. case to the Panoplisg
for August, 1812, p. 118, where
they will find an ample review ot
it.’  Mr. Sherman’s casé 1s quite
5 unfortunate for Mr. B.’s cause.

- MroS: was. dismisseds not by a

Consociation, or an ' ex-parte
council; but by a Mutual Coun-

_¢il; by men whom he himseld

considered as favoring his cause.
Onsome of the reflections which
Mr, B. makes, with regard to
his dismission, ‘we shall- bave

occasion again to touch,, We

shall dismiss-the case at present,
with-advising My, B.y before he
bestows* the honors of martyrs
domi ugain, 1o walt until . the
mariyr has had time to evince
thie stabtlity of his profession.”

~OF Mr. 8. we are. altogether
disposed to speak-with tender«
ness. VWe have’ always greatly
lamented his fall.” He was' an
amiable  man, and possessed ye-
spectable talentss But'we be-
lieve that Unitarians themselves
are not fuch gratified with his
present standing... "t

"« N6thing bt the meérest spirit
of pdrty “ecould” ever have “lald
hold ‘of the 'cases of Mr. Abbot

~and "Mr. Sherman, as subjeets

of ‘comiplaint.’ - Nothing but a
partial; colored, mangled staté=
ment of their cages, could beé of
any avail 16 'thé Unitarian cdause.
After'all the meansy which are
before the public, of becoming
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acquainted with -the merits of

these cases, we think it to he
unnecessary to dwell any longer
upon the subject.

Mr. Belsham informs us, that
n Unitarian congregation has
been formed at Oldenbarneveld,
i the State of New York, Mr.
Sherman wus their first minis-
ter. e was; however, dismiss-
¢d belore long; and the congre-
gation was fast dwindling away;,
when Mr, Belsham’s book was
written,

Mr. B. wrote toa early 16
communicate some other curi-
ous information, on the subject
of Unitarianism in the western
part of the State of New York.
We. will supply the defect,
Within two years, two Unitarian
ministers, unable to procure or-
dination from the elergy in that
vicinity, have beén ordained by
some of the ministers of Boston,
and others in its vicinity, over
Oldenbarneveld, and Canandai-
aia. ; L

Qne of these ordinations took
place lately in Boston; the other
a year or two since in the neighe
bovrhood, This is rather a new
practice in our country; but it
has some recommendations, It
saves much expense and time.
A few years stuce, it was cus-
tomary for Unitariau candidates,
who were desirous of obtaining
a settlement without expaosing
themselves to the scrutiny of or-
thodox clergymen; to send from
distant places to Boston and the
vicinity for an ordaining .coun-
cil. All this was attended with
trouble, and was, besides, calcu-
lated to excite inguiry and dis.
trust.  But now, if a Unitarian
candidate wishes to be ordained,
whether he thinks it proper to
avow his seniments or not, he

Ordinations ut Bbston. .

can takc a journcy to Boston,
where an ordaifing council cap
be found without the least incon.
venience. If some members of
the congregation; not under.
standing the reason of so novel g
proceeding, should rcquire ap
explanationy it will be casy to
say, that there Is no place in the
world, where so venerable, and
wise, and learned; and liberal g
council can be formed as in BRos.
ton. Qur readers may be sur.
prised at the measure here de.
scribed: but we have long since
ceased to be surprised at any
measure, which could propagate
the principles in question.

- We must now come to a sub-

.yect on which we should unot

touch without mature considera-
tion. - We mean the propaga-
tion of Unitarianism in Harvard
College. We are fully sensible
of the delicacy of the subject.
That this 'noble institution has
Jaid fast hold of the affections of
the community, is a subject of
congratulation rather than of
wonder. It has been,-in many
points of view, the pride and
plory of our western world. It
excellent founders and subse-
quent benefactors have endow.
ed it In a manner unparalleled
in this country; and it has been
the nursery of a long and illus.
trlous train of relipious, civil,
and literary characters, whose |
names will not be forgotten,
while the history of the WUnited
States shall ‘continue’ to attract
the notice of mankind. Its lit-
erary character we are far from |
wishing to disparage, or under - |
value.  Its instructors are a |
highly respectable body of men.
Among them are some, as we |
would hope and Dbelieve, who |
prefer the faith of our fathers tv
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Uniterienism i Harvord College.

she new philosophy of the day.
Whatever we may-think of the
religious opinions of others, we
are not in the slightest degree
tempted to détract from any just
estimation, in which they ought
to be held, as men of talents_and
Jiterature. If talents are per-
verted, ot crudition misapplied,
in the zealous propagation of
the new philosophical religion,
we must of course lament such
a statc of things; but this will
peither warrant nor prompt us

to treat the persons concerned

with disrespect. N

We are aware of the artifice,
which has been resorted to by
some distingulshed fhames, to
save this Seminary from animad-
version. 1The moment we be-
gin to express our lears ress
pecting the - tendency of its ad-
ministration, they vociferate,
“Why then you are enemies to
learning! You want to pull down
the college; to check the spirit
of improvement and inquiry;
and to bring us back 'to'the davk
ages!” ‘This will do very well
as a hasty app¢al to the vulgar;
but if it be intended as a speci-
men of the new philosophical
reasoning, it 18, we shouyld sup-
Pose, not quite so happy as could
be wished by its authors.” .

What! Are we enemies to
learning, because we are cone
vinced . that learning = misap-
plied and perverted may do great

harm to the community?” And

because we arc earnestly desi-
rous, that this noble Institution,
sacredly consecrated “to Christ
and the Chyprchy’” should regard
its original destinations and not .
teach men to deny the Lord of
glory, instead of worshipping
him?! Are we enemies to Har-
vard University, becanse we ar-
. 3 | . '
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dently wish that the majotity of
its instructors had such views of
Christianity ‘as  appear to us
evangelical, instead of other
views, which they now entertain
and inculcate! The allegation is
as contemptible as it is errone-

ous, and ‘can never weigh a

featherybut with persbns, who
are guided necither by reason-
ing nor by principle. .i
~ But may we not be mistaken,
in our apprehensions respecting
the administration of Cambridge
College! Would te God we
might be convinced of this, but
the proof, from the pamphlet
before us, is 100 plain to admit
of doubt.. =~ -
Mr. Belsham -has told us what
was done at Cambridge, more
than 20 years ago, to introduce
Unitarianism there.

““Ag a further means of diffusing the
important doctrines of 'the ‘proper Unity
of God, and the simple hurnanity of Je-
g Christy, Mr. Lindsey made a present:
of his own and of Dr. Priestley’s 'T'heolog-
ical Works to the Library of Harvard
Collepe, insthe University of Cambridge
in New England; for which, ‘g a very
valuable and acceptable present,” he re-
ceived’ the thanks of the President gud
Fellows, - These books were read with
great,, avidity by the., students. But
though there is reason to believe that tlie
Seed thus sown took deep voet, and that
in'thany ' istances it produeed an abun
daut harvest; gnd thongh. many persops
eminent . {or rank.and talent in the, New .
Enpland States openly avowed the Unita-
risn creed, it does not' appeal that 'any
numerots socicties . of Cliristians - have
hitherto followed the.example of the
congregation ac the Kingls Chapel, in
miking -a public profession of the Unitai-
an doctrine.”? pp, 15,16, ' -

~Again;

“In the atate of Massachusatts, and
particularly in the environs of Boston,.
the great cause of Christian tuth,” (i, ‘e, of
Unitarianism, ) ““is making & silent but vap-
id and jrresistible -progress. ¥From ' the
spquisitive and liberal spirit which prea
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valls in the University of Cambridge,
which has never been checked at any
time, but which there is reason to expeet
will receive every rvequisite aid and en-
couragement from  the present ]em-_ned
and aecomplished Principal, Dr. Kirk-
land, the happiest consequences may be
oxpected to ensue”  p. 97,

"We refer also to the first par-
agraph of the letters of M.
Wells, a distinguished and fa-
- vorite alumnus of that college.
If further evidence were ' want-
ing, we might find it, in the
class of books recommended by
the Professor of Divinity In that
Seminary, as the best hooks -in
Theology; in the manner in
which his Theological Lectures
are managed, and in which the
éxercises of the Sabbath are don-
ducted; especially, In the Gen-
eral Repository, a work, which
- declares the doctrine of the
Trinity to be the grossest cor-
ruption of modern times; and in
a letter of consolation and en-
couragement written by Dr.
Kirkland to tlie New Unitarian
Church in Philadelphia; which
they, like their Aposile Bel-
sham, have been complalsant
~ehough to publish, by shewing it

to several of their orthodox
friends. But it is unnecessary
to proceed in this detail, which
might be enlarged to thousands
of particulars. The gentlemen
themselves, since Mr. Belsham
has so unexpectedly-and impru-
dently betrayed the matter, will
not, We presume, {or a moment
hesitate (o avew the princples
which they hold.

J'here is one topic of proof; how-
ever, which 18 of a very solemn
nature, and which deserves a
separate notice. We refer to
the prayers, offered by the Pres-
ident, at the public commence-
ment. It will not be contehded,

Unitarianism in Haorvard College.

that these prayers, as they have
been offered for:four years ip
succession, afford an unfavorable
specimen of the kind of religien,
which 1s taught in the collepe
Indeed, the prayers of prolessed
Christians, generally, are mucl
less apt to be erroncous, than
their direct, formal, instructions.
At one commencement, that of
1813, the prayers were particu-
larly obsevveedy and their def.
ciences noticed, even by chil.
dren whe had been accustomed
to far other devational exercises,
At the close of the day, severa)
gentlemen of edacation and res.
pectability, from diffefent parts
of the American unlén, came (o
the unanimous conclusion, that
the following negutives could be
tiruly asserted concerning both
the prayerss viz. That there was
no mention of sin; of course no
petition for forgiveness; no ad-
mission or lmplication that man-
kind aré in a ruined state; no
acknowledgment of exposedness
to sin. There was nho mentlon
of salvation; nor the slightest
allusion to any churck as existing
upon earth; nor to the holiness
and happiness of heaven. There
was no mention of a radical dis.
tinction among meén; no admis-
sien of regeneration; no suppli-
cation for -spiritual aid. There
was no -looking forward to a

‘more blissful period of, the

world, when the trfuth shall be
universally prevalent. In one
of the prayers, there was nb
mention of Christ, nor the most
distant allusion to Him; in the
other, the only mention or allu-
sion Wwas in the three closing
words, “through our Redeem-
GI‘..” .
We should not have mention-
cd this subject, if it seerned pos
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sible that such prayers could
have originated from mere for-
cetfulness, or accident. Were
we asked for a frositive descrip-
tion of them, we should 52y that
they were such as a candid and
intelligent man would syppose
Mr. Belsham to make,in perfect
consistency with his creed. .
It is to be remembered, that
the departure.of a class from the
college, where they. have been
educated, is to them a solemn
occasion; and that they. need,
whatever their instructors may
think on the subject, to be earn-
estly and affectionately com-
mended to the grace of God.
They need the prayers of all,
who have an -interest at the
throne of grace, that as they go
forth into the world, and become
more exposed to its manifold
temptatmns, thcy may be pres
served from sin, and sanctified
by the Word and Spirit of God,
made blessings to the church
and the world, and prepared for
endless happiness and glory.
Such, then, is the melancholy
view of this 1mportant Seminary;
whlch contains hundreds of
promising youths, who are here-
after to act a conspicuous part
in the important business of life.
The most superficial observer
must see, that snch a seminary
is the very heart of the common-

wealth; every pulse it beats, if it

be diseased, will send poisonous
blood to the very extremities of
the body politic. IL.et Christian
parents look well to this. The
men that raised up the College,
and made it the glory of our
western world, were men who
consecrated it “zo Christ and the
church.” To them belongs the
praise of making it what it has
Deen. But it is no longer what
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it once was. The lastre of sci-
ence still shines, but the Sun of
Christianity is eclipsed. Young
men leave the place now, not

‘with hosannas in their mouths

to the Son of David; but with
burning zeal to propagate thé
new philosophy. Does the par-
ent, who bows the knee to Jesus,
wish to have his son deny the
Lord that bought him?2 1If not,
let bim well reflect what desti-
nation he gives him, to be taught
the principles of religion as well
as science. -

Ifthe advocates for the present
administration of the College are
displeased wiith these remarks,
they must thank Mr. Belsham
for having elmlted them. We
never-took our pen with gleater-

caution, nor with a more imperis

ous sense of duty,
We have done w1th the His-
tory of the progress of Unitari-

apism; but there are some inci-.

dental point§ in the pamphlet
before ug, which it will be prop-
er to notice. !

The manner, in which Unita-
rianism 18 propagated, deserves

a few moments attention. Dur.
I‘1eeman, as has been seen al-
ready, describes certaln cadg-
tious characters, “who cuntent
themselves with [leading their
hearers, by a course of rational
but prudent sermons, gtddually
and insensibly to emblace” Uni-
tarianism. - Though Dr. F. does
not enurely approve this mode;
“yet,’’ says he, “it sroduces good

effects.’”

My Belsham has inserted in

‘his work, (pp. 38-—41 of the

pamphiet,) a very “curious” let-
tet, to use his own epithet; but
has not told us who was the
writer of it. We recommend
this lettep to our readers, as gne

—
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of the most admirable specimens
of anility, which they will any
where find, It contains a great
deal of small talk, concerning
the Boston Clergy and other
things. The object of Mr. Bel-
sham in publishing 1ty was,
doubtless, to chastise the Boston
clergy for their cowardice in
concealing their religious opin-
ions. Hcar him commenting on
this letter:

“Can it upon the common principles of
human mature be reasonably expected of
a body of clergy, nursed in the lap of ease
and aflluence, and placed in a station of
such high secular consideration and com-
fort as that of the ministers of Boston,
that they should eome forward and by an
open profession of unpopular truth volun-
tavily risk the loss of all their temporal
dignity and comfort, and incur the con-
tempt and enmity of many who are now
their warmest admirers and friends? 1 say
not this by way of disparagement to the
present body of ministers 1n Boston and
its neighborhood. Some of these I have
the pleasure to eall my friends, and know
them to be possessed of talents the most
distinghished, of plety the most fervent,
and of benevolence and zceal the most ar-
dent, active and landable; and of the rest
I have heard a' most favorable character.
1t s the situation, not the wmen, which ex-
cites my apprehensions, And who will
venture Lo say of himself, that his virtue
would be equal to the (rial. " Yet still it
eannot ressonably be hoped that truth
will make any visible and rapid progress,
till her advoeates rise above the fear of

man, and the love of ease, and are willing -

with the apostles of Christ and the re-
formers of every age, to forsake all and to
sacrifice their dearest intevests in her plo-
vious cansé. The encouragement and
guccess which - such faithful confessors
would meet with in that populous and op-
ulent oity, weuld, I doubt not, be very
great.” 7, 4l Ty

«Faithful confessors!” What
distinguished self-denial, sim.-
plicity, and godly sincerity! The
crown of martyrdom surely

awaits you. Atve you not impa- .

tient to be gone, and
immortal prize?

- Mr. Belsham takes the liberty
to differ very much from his

grasp the

Manner of propagating Unitarianism.

Boston brethren, on the subject
of concealing theirsentimentg
in this manner. Mr, Wells hag
undertaken to become their ag-
vocate. His plea in their behalf
has been already seen in the third
paragraph of his Ietter.

We pass over, for the present,
the very decorous appellations,
liberally bestowed by Mr. Wellg
upon the orthodox; and remark.
merely, that the apology for his
cautious brethren sufliciently in.
dicates his views of their con.
duct in regard to their public
teaching. '

Thusitis,and thus 1t has been
for ‘years. - Knowing that the
cold skepticism of Socinianism
cannot satisfy the wants nor alle.
viate the woes of plain common
sense people, its . advocates in
general have not dared to be
open. They have clandestinely
crept into orthodox chutches,
by forbearing to contradict their
faithy, and then have gradually

-moulded them by their negative

preaching, to the shape which
they would wish. ‘The pcople,
after a while, never hearing of
tt% atonement, nor of special
grace, or any of the kindred doc-
trines, forget that they belong to
the Christian system; and, by and
by, regard a man as a kind of
enthusiast, or monster, who
preaches such doctrines. Who
does not see, that there is great
cunning, and that there is great
policy in all this? But then—the
honesty! That is another matter.
Did the holy apostles act in this
manner when tliey preached to
Jews or ‘heathens? Did they
teach by negatives? Let those
blush, who profess to follow the
apostles, and yet behave in this
base, hypocritical manner! Com-
mon honesty revolts at it. The
idea that a minister believes
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the truths of the Gospcl to be of
infinite importance; and still
conceals them, i1s lncompatible
either with fidelity or integrity.

We appeal to the community
at large, whether it is not a noto-
rious fact, that candidates for the
ministry, of the liberal party,
generally conceal their religious
opinions; and that they do this
with particular care, when there
is a prospect, or a hope, of their
being settled over orthodox
churches? We ask, also, wheth-
erit is not a notorvious fact, that
candidates of the orthodox school
genevally avow their religious
opinions with the utmost frank-
ness, and that they take particu.-
tar care to do s, when thereisa
prospect of their'being settled
aver churches and congrega-
tions, which are supposed to
have a leaning towards modern
liberality? A child can draw the
inference; especially when in-
formed, that inducements of a
worldly nature would often be
quite as great in the latter class
of cases as in the former.

We know indeed, that modesty
is the plea of these negative
preachers! They do not wish to
be over-confident! But let us see
them uUndisguised; look at them
in Mr. Belsham’s pamphlet; and
judge of this modesty and want
of confidence in their own opin-
lons,

“Unitarianism,” says Mr.
Wellsy, “consists rather 'in noz
believing.”” Yes, in noz believing

the doctrines of the Gospel; but
not in having no erecd. Some

Unitarlians are, indecd of this
sort.  Lhey are universal skep-
tics, respecting cvery proposi-
Uon that relates to Christianity.
But most have a creed. What
that is, we bave seen from the

hand. of the ingenuous Mr. Bel-
sham; who, whatever othet {aults
he has, is certainly not often
chargeable with the faulis' of

tergiversation and duplicity.

Of thé manner in which Uni-
tarianism is taupght in Harvard
College, Mr. Wells has given
us a description in the first para-
graph of his letter, to which the
reacder will please to refer. This
accords, to be sure, very well
with the accounts which we have
often received, of the manner of
lnstruction in divinity, at presgat,
in that University. System in
instruction, as a positive entity,
1s indeed sufficiently remote
trom the «direction™ of the In-
structors;  but - that veligion,
“which consists in not beliey-
ing,” is taught by a well concert-
ed and uniformly executed plan
of negatives. All systems but -
Unitarianism are openly, or se-
cretly, impugned or rvidiculed,
while the “noz believing’ relis
glon 1is dexterously substituted .
in their place. |

We unite most heartily with
Mr. Belsham, on the subject of
propagating Unitarianism, in the
‘wish to sec all who. are truly
Unitariang openly such,’ and that
they would - teach the doctrines
of thelr creed, “as well as prac-
tise the rites of Unitarian wor-
ship.” p. 41.

Let every hopest man look at
the above picture of Unitarian-
1sm, drawn by the leaders them-
selves.. Hear Mr. Wells once
mores on the spread of these
principles. “Its tenets,’”’ (those
of Unitarianism,) “have spread
very extensively in New Eng-
land, but I believe there is only
one church professedly Unita-.
rian.”” p. 44. Indeed! And ate
these the true representatives

&
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of the Apostles and martyrs,
eclorifying God by an open firo-
fession of his Gospel, and not
ashamed to own their Lord be-
fore men?! Is this the simplicity

and godly sincerity of the Gos-.

pell And these the men, who
claim all the reason, all the learn-
ing, all the charity, all the integ-
rity of the community? Are these
the men, who, according to the
insinuation of Mr. Wells, are

while thelr opponents areéevery
thing that is detestable?” The
conduct of Mr. Belsham, rotten
as he is, in point of doctrine, to
the very core, is purity itself
compared with the conduct of
these. ' | .
There is another striking
characteristic in the progress of
Unitarianism in this country:
'We have, in various places, the
‘history of the manner in which
converts are made to this reli-
gion. The Boston clergy are
- represented by Dr. Freeman, as
first converted by the labors of
Mr. Hazlitt. The Rev. Mr. Ox-
nard, the father of the Unitarians
at Pordand, was “convinced by
the works of Dr. Priestley and
Mr. Lindsey.” p. 1'6. «The pub-

lications of these men,”’ says Dr.

F. ¢have had, and probably wilil
have, great effects.”” p. 17. By
the same publications, was the
Bev. J. Sherman convinced. p.
24. The works of other Unita.
rians make converts also.at Old-
enbarneveld, and other places.
Dr. Priestley, in his letter al-
ready extracled, seems to con-
sider his Tracts as necessary to
his success.

How Unitarians praise each other.

that the sect, which has such 3
loathing. for all systems, and all
human creeds, and composi.
tions, should depend, and ac-
knowledge 1its dependence, for
all its success, on the works of
Priestley, luindsey, and a few
others, is not quite so consistent
as one might expect. Yes, the
Bible, and the Holy Spirit of
God, are not once named in the
whole pamphlety as the causes
of conversion to Unitarianism;
or as even co-adjutors in this
work. The truth frequently
owes its disclosure to accident,
Mr. Belsham and his correspon.
dents, did not mean to portray
Unitarianism thus. ' But where
there was no disguise; in the

free expression of their hearts,
they told the honest truth.

To
Priestley, and Lindsey, and their
co-adjutors be all the glory of
the spread of this segt! The Bix
ble will, we apprehend, be the
last to claim it. |

There 1s another characteristic
of Unitarians, displayed in this
pampklet, which i1s not new tg
us, but with which we have for
many years been nauseated. It

1s the practice of universally be-

daubing each other, with all the

fulsome adulation which they can

collect and invent. Let us see
how this matter is managed by
Mr. Belsham and his corres-
pondents. We begin with the

commencement of the book, and

go on In course. The Rev. ],
Smith is simply “respectable.”

Dr. Freeman has “a great deal

of knowledge, good sense, atd
an excellent disposition.”  Mr.
Hazlitt is %pious, zealous, and
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All this, to be sutre, 1s just
what the orthodox have long
aftirmed; Unitarianism is not
spread by the Bible,’ But ‘then,

intellipent,——an honest man—and

an honest good man;” all 'in

twelve lines.  Dr. Provaost, who '

is represented as favoring Dr. ¥
Y
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is a ¥man of great learning, lib-
eral sentiments, and deep piety,”
as well as a “worthy prelate.”
Governor Bowdoin, who is also
represented as favoring Dr. F.
has “learning, good sense and
merit.””  Mr. Carey is “worthy
of the honorable situation which
he occupiesyand 18 well qualified
to carry on the cause in which
his excellent colleague is ens-
gaged.” Mr. Oxnard is a “man
of geod talents, sincere piety,
and of ardent zeal,” a “worthy
founder,” and a “worthy man;”
all in twelve lines. Gen. Lin-
coln 18 our “worthy Lieutenant
Governor.” Mr. Thatcher is a

“gentleman of large property,

and of cxcellent character; of
active gzeal, of high character,
approved patriotism and distin-

uished talentss”  Mr. Bentley,
Fthe Rey. Mr. Bentley of Salem)
is a “man of a bold, independent
mind; of strong natural powers,
and of more skill in the learned
languages than any person of his
years in the state.” Col. Mappa

1s a “gentleman of truly respect-

able character, and of considcera-
ble property.” Mr. Vanderkemp
is “learned and pious—and ex-
cellent and worthy.” Mr. Sher-

man is a’ “worthy confessor.a;

Christian confessor;”’ possesses
“fortitude and =zeal,”” with a

“Bigh elevation of character.”

Mr. Abbot is the “faithful cham-
pion of truth, the amiable, use-
ful, and beloved pastor; the virs
tuous suflerer; an able, honest,
and pious sufierer;’

telligent, learned, and valuable,”
and has a “zeal for the truh

which 1s beyond all praise.”” Mr.

Norton is an. “excellent young
man.”  Dr. Ware is “worthy
and learned;” and Mr. Buck-

!

all within-
half a page. Mr. Wells is «ip..

minster is “reverend, and learn-
ed, and eloquent.”

"All this, and much more of the
same kind, in about 30 pages.
Truly pralse must be plenty
enough, when it rains down thus
in showers. We wonder what

‘new Lexicon of epithets Mr.

Belsham and his correspondents
have bten studying. It. must
surely be a worthy book, by a
worthy author, printed by a wor-
thy printer, at a worthy -press;
besides being bound in a worthy
manner by a worthy binder, and
sold by a worthy bookseller, at a
worthy price, to a worthy man,
who has made a worthy use of it,
in the composition of this worzhy
history. o

But to be serious; it is nause-
ating, it is intolerable, to find
such daubing on every page.
let a man only turn Unitarian,
and he becomes at once a man of
talents, and consideration. The
newspapers puff his performans
ces. He 1s flattered while he
lives; and canonized when hs is
dead. DBoston is, we believe, the
only place in this country, where -
the manner in- which duties are
discharged in the pulpit, are
made th& perpetual subject of
newspaper eulogy. The Editora
of papers are not at the bottom:
of this. It lies in the ‘taste of
the Unitarian public. Cambridge
is the only University which
praises herself, and assumes a
pluce above all her sister col-
leges,  We are satistied that
Unltarianism has done this. It
1s one of the arts of proselyting.
Mr. Belsham has shewn us how
he can play off his actors in the
drama. The disciples follow the -
example of their master. Bur
it is high time to have done
praising themselves; or at least
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to be sensible of the awkward,
disgusting manner, in which
they discharge this essential part
of their vocation. .

All this, however, we may be
told, proceeds from breasts over-
flowing with the milk of human
kindness; from a fountain which
sends forth ebullitions of univer-
sal philanthropy. Indced! Let
us look a little farther beiore we
draw this conclusion. How do
these worthy, and fitousyand can-
did, and liberal gentlemen treat
their opponents? Take the fol-
lowing specimens of liberality;
and these too from leaders of
the sect. - -

Mr, Belsham calls the oppos-
“ers of Mr. Sherman, “ignorant
and malignant persecutors,”’ p-
26. Mr, Vanderkemp says, that
Mr. Sherman has to struggle at
Oldenbarneveld, “with furious
bigotry and ignorant supersti-
tion,” p. 35. Mr. Wells, speak-
ing of an open contest about So-
cinian principles, indulges in
the most violent invectives. D
Freeman tells Mr. Lindsey, that
he is frequently angry *with
error and bigotry;’’ and congrats-
ulates him, on his having “re-
claimed many from thefrrors of
idolatry and superstition.”

Such are the undisgulsed ex-
pressions of these kind and /fid-
eral gentlemen toward the ortho-

dox. All comment is superflu~ -

ous. In pretence, all 1s polite-

ness and liberality; in practice,

we find a rancor bitter as death,
and cruel as the grave. :

Dr. Freeman has indeed gone
to the ne filus of his sect. The
orthodox are %iJolaters’®! Divine
Savior! What, then, are those
fen thousand times ten thousand,
and  thousands of thousands,
around the throne of God, who

(
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say with a loud voice, Worihy ig
tle Lamb that was slainy to re
ceive fromery and riches, and wis.
dom, and strength, and honor and
olory and blessingy and who reg
not day nor night from this em-
ployment?

It is more than three years,
since we resolved to take up, as
a distinct article, the systematic
nractice of praising each other,
which has been adopted by the
narrow circle of leading Unitari.
ans in this country. This prac- -
tice we verily believe to have
been carried to an extent abso-
lutely unexampled.. It has been
so long continued, as 10 huve bes
come a proverb, and a by-word,
in every part of the United
States. QOther pressing subjects
have hitherto prevented us from
accomplishing our intention.
But from the complete success
which attended a hasty glance at
this subject,in a pamphlet on the
coniroversy between Miss Ad-
ams and Dr. Morse, we are sorty
that it has notlong ago been ex-
amined and exposed.

But it is time to bring our
Review to a close. . We will
touch on one or two subjects
more, and we shall have done
for the present. *

We introduce the first subs
ject, by extracting from Mr.
Belsham the following passage.

«“Notwithstanding however these strong
facts, this noble profession, and this con-
ciliatory spirit, the prudent Council pro-
cecd, as g matter of expediency, to dis-
miss My, Sherman from his connexion
with the soeclety: and while they bear hon-
orable testimony to his chavacter and tal-
ents, and ‘‘recommend him to the kind.
reception of those who may see {it to em-
ploy him,” they cautiously subjoin, that
they “*do not consider themselves as giy=#
ing their approbation of Mr. Sherman’s
peculiar phraseology or circumstantial
difference of sentimenl on the subject of
the Trinity? And in their subsequént.
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advice to Mr. Sherman, they admonish
him to guard against a bold spirit of spee.
alation, and an inordinate love of novelty.

[t is not a little curious to contrast
those differences of opinion which this ven-
crable Council coolly describes under the
soft expressions of peeunliar phraseslogy
and & circumstantial difference of senti-
ment. The man whom they gravely cau-
tion against & bold spirit of speeulation and
inordinate love of novelty, asserts the doe-
{rine, that there is Onp_Gﬂd,-the sole ab-
ject of religious worship, and one Media-
tor between God and inan, the man Christ
Jesus, who is the prophet and messenger
of God. While his opthodox gpponents,
to accornmodate whom tlie Council thipk
it expedient to dismiss their exemplary
pastor, maintain as a doctrine essential to
galvation, and which they *fean never
give up but with the Bible which. contains
it,” that “the man Jesus is truly and

properly God.” Is the venerable Coun-

cil serious in stating differcnces 50 glaring
and so substantial as these, as nothing
more than a “pesuliar phraseology’’ and 3
soiveurnstantial difference of sentiment®!
No! No! Opinions such as these can no
more harmonize with each other than
light and darkness, than Qhrist and Belial.
They who hold doclrines so diametvically
opposite eannot be fellow worshippers in
the same temple. It was expedient that
they should separate, So far the Counail
judged vight.” p. 30. |
With all” our hearts we sub-
scribe to this frank and ingenu-
‘ous comment. It does hohor to
Mr. Belshami, How different
from the disguise of our Unita-
rians, and their *whining com-
plaints™ about illiberality In the
orthodox in refusing to exchange
with them. We repeat with Mr.
Belsham, «Those who hold doc-
trines, so diametrically opposite,
cannot be fellow-worshippers in
the same temple.” How can two
wall together unleds they are
agreed? We lhope these re-
marks of M. B. will stimulate his
brethren, here, to adopt his lan-
guage on this subject; at least,
to permit the orthodox to come

out and be separate, without fil-

ling the churches and the newss
papers with complaints of bigot-

ty and wncharitablencss, We
4 \
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hope, too, that the orthodox will
be stimulated to act more deci-
sively on this subject, than they
have done. 1t is the reproach
and sin of Massachusetts, that
while al] the orthodox, from Con-
necticut to Georgla, are unani-
mous in withholding communion
from Unitarians, she is lagging
behind, and dallying with this
awful and responsible subject,
It is high time for decisive ac-
tion on this point, We areaware
who stund in the way, There are
ministers, who make it their
boast to shoot as near to ortho-
doxy as they can, and not hit it;
who are walling to see which
way the tide will finally turn;
who will write one half of a ser-
mon to please the orthodox, and
the other half to satisfy Unitari-
ans; who mean to be popular
with both Pparties, let the cause
of religion fare as it may.  For
such, it requircs the full exer-
cise of Christian meekness nat
to feel contempt. We do feel
sincere commiseration.

‘Fhere are others, too, who are -
- too modest and wunrassuming to

preach or act decisively, because
{orsooth, they are not satisfied

. aboutcertain controverted points.

Let such persons abanden the
office of teaching, and return to
their studies until they ere satis-
fied.© What right have they to

-teach veligion, when they them-

selves are not satished about its
fundamental principles:
Both these parties are %Jogs to
orthodoxy. Their elf is deadly
to the cause. . We wang none 'to
labor in the woérk, who are not

‘satisfied that it is the cause of

God, and prepared to act accords

ingly. k -
Stills, we would be the last to

justify persecution, or pany
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spirit. 'We abhor both. Let the
orthodox come out and be sepa-
rate,as M. Belsham advises; but
ler them utter no reproachces; let
them pass no hasty censures, no
unchristian  excommunications.
T.et thermn deal with their offend-
ing brethren inga solemn, affice-
tionate, tender manner. Their
business is to labor for the salva-
tion of souls; not to exalt a party.

As to the utter incompatibility
of Unitariunism with the faith of
orthodox churches, we present
oyt readers with the opinion of a
very able man, and a distinguish-
ed champion of the truth.

“It is very obvious, that two systems,
of which the sentiments on subjects such
as these are in direet opposition, canuot,
with any propriety, be confounded to-

ether under one common name. That
oth shouid be Chryistianity, is impossible;
else Christianity is a term which distin-
guishes nothing,  Viewing the matter ab-
gtractly, aud without aflirming, for the
Present, what 18 trath and what is error,
this, I think, | may with confidence affivm,
that to call schemes so opposite in all their
great lEiHlihg articles hy 4 COnmon le;e]u
tation, is move absurd, thar it would be to
confound together thuse two irreconeila-

" Lle theories in astrenomy, of whick the

one DPlaces the Euarth, and the other the
Sun, in the centre of the Planctary Sys.
tem. They ave, in truth, essentially dif-
Jerend religions.  For if opposite views as
to the efeet of worship, the ground af
hope for etermity, the rule of fuith and
duty, and ‘the priuciples «nd motives of
trne obedience; if Lthese do not constitute
different veligions, we may, without much

and identity, among all religions what-
eyery we may realize the doetvine of
Pope’s universal prayer; and extend the
vight band of fellowship to the worship-

,I};ﬂ"ﬁ AL j:llf Mosque, and to the votaries of
rama.

These sentences are taken
from a work now in the press,
and which will be presented to
the public in a few days. Itis a
Series of Discourses oun the So-
ciman Controversy, by the Rev.
Halph Wardlaw, of Grlasgows and

%

. treat their opponents with aspep. |

“a civil and sociul respect, we e fi
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has been received with very greq
favor in Great Bruain. My,
Wardlaw probably did not know,
that Pape’s Universal Prayer hyd
been introduced with an alters.
tion which did not affect the
sense, into the public waorship of
an enlightened congregation, iy
the most cnlightencd place iy
the world. Yes, this prayer,
which declares that the same (iod
is worshipped by one, whom tjg
New Testament describes gy
saint or holy person, by a sege |
who is laboring to emit the Tgh
of philosephy {from the davkness
of his own benighted mind, apg
by a savage, who 18 engaged iy
offering human sacrifices (o his
malignant dcities;—this prayer §
1s adopted by a Christian assem.
bly to be used asa hymn of pryjse
to the true God!

'I'o return to the subject, from
which we digressed a moment, -
let the orthedox separate in wor.
ship and communion from Uhi. £
turians; but let them mecekly give ¢
a reason for their scpatation. To f
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ity, with contempt, or reprosch |
1s unworthy of them as Clujs ¢
tians, or as men. They must |
{cel, that their opponents have §
souls to be saved or Jost; souls §
as precious as their own. The{

. Jig > Wi ich | great majority of those, whose |
difficuity, diccover some prineiples of union -

infltence goes to swell the im

portatice of the liberal party, are |
not involved In mest of the cen |
sures, which this review implies; §
or expresses. They, only, whv
ate the principal actors in Muj
Belsham’s drama, bave been thus §
unwittingly exposed Dby theirf.
heresiarch. Their conductde}
serves animadversion in many g
things, as it regards veligion. In§

T
r "
1

disposed to treat them with cout "ﬁ'
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tesy, But we cannot, we ought

not to let this courtesy paralyze

our hauds and make us Indiffer-
ent, while the contest is pending,
whether Christianity shall exist
in. any thing niore than a name
in our country, ot be supplanted

by the new philosophy.

Let our readers say, after the,

above developement, whethev
the time is not come, in which
we and they are to speak outs
and to act with decision. If 11, 18,
Hhen let them follow the exams-
pie; and let the churches in this
land, who yet reverence the relis
gion of the Bible, (which was
the religion of our futhers,) and
bow the knece to Jesus, purily
themselves, whereveritisneces-
sary from the reproach which
now lies against some of them.
- Huve you any doubts remun-
ing on this subject after perus-
ing the quo[atmns contained 1n
this Review! You have seen,
Christians, in what manner your
Bible and your Savior are re-
garded and treated. Ponder well
on this. Shall your children be
trained up in these principles?
Remember that you are account-
able to God for the manner In
which you think and act on these
subjects, *
We are aware, that it will be
chavg&d against us, that the ten-

dency of the prﬁqedmg remarks

1s to pive an unfaiy representa~
tion of the liberal pariy. It will
be suid, that the liberal party
ought not to be condemned for
the extravagant opinions of Mr.
Belsham. It has been said, that
Mr. Wells is an obscure man,
and that his testimony docs not
amount to much. This is new
tous. We hadalways supposed
that Mr, Wells was far from be-

- had the
have the entire conuol of the
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ing an obscurce man among the
liberul party; and we still believe
that he 1s one of the most intelli-
ecnty active, and prominent meun
in their ranks. That he has been
among the planners and execus
tors of neurly all their literary
pLﬂ)llC:ttlDl]S will not he doubted.
It'ls with pleasure that we men-
tion one proof of genuine liber-
ality in M. Wells: we refer to

~his republication of the Chris-

tian ¥hserver. By -presentng
this work to the American pub-
Hc, he conlterred a lusting benefit
on this country; though, by do-
ing it, he incurred the chmppw 0-
batian of some of his Unttarian
brethren, VWe belisve, however,
that Mr. .‘Wells is not at prescut
concerncd in that publication.
But there is much evidence
on ihis subject, besides the tes.
ttmony of Mr. Wells und D
FFreeman. We feel entirely war-
ranted to say, that the predonii-
nant religion ol the hberal party
15 decidedly Unitarian, in. Mr.
Belsham’s sense of the word.
L'he Aunthology, published by
the most prominent clergymen
and laymen ol the liberal p.;nL},
clearly fuvored the Unitat'y,
school. T'he Gencral hepﬂsuw
ry was still more open and un-
disguised.  Both' these works
¢ patronage of those, who

College; the latter issuing from
the walls of that seminary. The
Improved Version: of the New
Testament was patronized and
praised by the sume -men., Of
this Version Mr. Belsham says,
in his Caim Inguiry, p. 460, that
‘the notes were intended chmﬁy
to exhibit the most approved in-
terpretations of the Unitarian
expositors.” Ol this avowedly
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sectarian publication the Re-
vicwers in the General Reposi-
“tory speak thus, vol. v, p. 207.

. ““We honestly professy and without fear
of losing reputation- with those, whose
good apinion we are very solicitous to
retain, Lhat we think it a work highly re-
speclabie, and adapted to be very useful.”’

Agaln the Reviewers say, that
the editors of the improved Ver-
s10n

- “ilave produced a version far more
faithfal, mare correct, and more intellipi-
ble, than thgf in common use; a version
theretore to an intelligent English veader
of very grest value.”

In the Anthology for May,
1811, p. 836, is a review of the
Memoire of v, Wheelock. This
review was writtet, as we have
Yeason to believe, by the Presi-
dent of Hatvard College. If we
have been misinformed, we will
take the earliest opportunity of
correcting the mistake. In the

course ol the article, there is

much sly sarcasm in reference
to the orthodox fuith. The fol-

lowing passage we quote as a
spectmen.

“The early conversion of Mr. Whee-
lock is by no means the general privilege
of the diseiples of his schaol, however ex-
emplary asd repalar their lives. The
change, which they deem saving, is most
commonly, in the case of those intended
for the ministry, delayed till near the time
when they must begin or relinguish theiv
¢hosen calling. At that period, they often
find themselves pursued, a5 a “murderer
by the avenget of blood to the very oates
of the oity of refuge”—and they must en-

ter or perish, If their reason survives the

dismay or despondence of the law-work,
the dreadful spasm passes off} and the agi-
tation subsides into a calm, which cnables
them first to hesr the whispers of hope,
and then proceed to the exultation. of joy.
bp. 337, 338.

This passage is written in a
style which exactly suits the
- views and feelings of the Unita-

rian school. Could the foundery,
benefactors, and instructors of
Harvard College, for nearly g
century and three quarters, have
foreseen the day, when the liters
ary publications, patronized by
the goverpors and 1hstructors of
that institution, should ridiayie
the idea of conversion by the
agency of the Holy OSpirit of
God, with what deep and poig-
nant grief would their hearts
have been effected! And how
great would have been their ag
tonishment, as well as their grief,
if informed, that the highest offis"
cer, in that venerable seminary,
would think it a proper employ-
ment of his time to sit down
coolly to the composition of a

-strain of sarcasm and raillery on

such a subjecti~~and that, not for

“his own amusement ouly; but to

be thrown into the world to fure
nish new jests for the profane,
and increase the natural antipa-
thy of men to religion! .

It appears, thens that the Col-
lege, and nearly all the influence
of the liberal "party through the
medium of the press, are in favor
of Unitarianism. If individuals
disiike Mr. Belsham as a leader;
if they are not willing ‘to .be
classed among his followers; let

‘them declare their own opinions
~openly. But let them not yield

all thelr countenance to Unitari-
ans and yet complain if ranked
in the same classy by those who

have no means of learning their

opinions except by their conduct.

The pamphlet contains a curi-
ous letter from Mr, Jefferson to
Dr. Priestley, which we have not
room to describe.  Speaking of
Mpr. Jefferson, Dr. Priestley sayss
“He is generally considered as
an unbeliever: if so, however,
HE CANROT BE FAR FROM U
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pectable laymen, (many of whom
are enlightened theologians,) who do
not conceal their sentiments, but ex-
press them, when they judge it
frofier,” and “Judge Thatcher, an

snd I hope in the way to be not
only almost, but altogcther what
we are.” This is what we have
always thought, and frequently
said. Unitarianism and’ Infidelity

arc nearly related indeed. Mr.
Wells, who is a hopeful pupil of
the Priestleian school, says that
they arc identical. “Upitarianism,”
says he, “consists rather i nos be-
licving,” and he wishes to make
men “zealous n refusing to be-
lieve.,” The words printed in Ital-
ics were so printed by Mr. Bel-
sham, and were probably under-
scored by Mr. Wells. On reading
this passape, we turned to the Im-

proved Version, saying to ourselves,

“Who knows but Mr, Wells may
read Scripture thus: He that believ-
eth not shall be saved.” We find
that this conjectural emendation is
probably veserved for some impro-
ved edition. Whether it is so re-
served or not, it is quite as worthy
of credit as several conjectural
criticisms contained in that work,
* We shall close with ‘a few brief
obscrvations on Mr. Wells’s letter;
a letter which contains, within a
small compass, a faithful epitome
of the most common cant of the lib-
eral party, as it has appenred in
their publications, for ten years past.
It is curious to observe the truly
meek and charitable manner, in
which Mr, Wells arranges the par-
ties to the Unitarian controversy.
On his own side, are “honesty un~
fettered and unbiassed,” f‘correct
sentiments,” ‘“virtue and learning
and honor,” “spirit and ability,”
“good sense,” “self-respect, the
. companion of virtue,” ““truth,” and,
in short, “every thing which is res-
pectable” On the side of the or-
thodox, are *“‘craft and cunning
and equivocation and falschood and
intolerant zeal,” “low cunning,”
“low. prejudices,” “and every thing
which is detestable.”” So.much for
abstract qualities. When we come
~ to persons, we find “My, Norton, an
excellent young - man,” “the very
worthy and learned Dr. Ware,”
ADr. Kivkland - the president,”
“imost of the Boston clergy and res-

excellent man. and most zealous
Unitarian:™ these arve drawn up in
battle-array, in the liberal rapnks.
On the other side no names ard
mentioned except that of Dy, M,”#*
But we find that the orthodox con-
sist of “theological system-makers;*”
of “the ignorant, the wviolent, the
ambitious,  and the cunning;” of
“conceited deacpns,” and “bigoted,
persecuting Calwinists.” . Really!
'This is an arrangement which, in
point of hberality, has seldom been
surpassed, Mr. Wells ought to be
appoemted grand marshal of the
Unitarian corps.

Dr. Osgood and Dr. Lathirop arc
suffeved to stand apart. This favor
secems to have been granted them,
because, to use the words of Mu.
Wells, “they are on the bhest possi-
ble terms with our Boston friends.”

Mr. Wells decides without the
least hesitation, that Unitarian sen-
timents are the only sentiments to
be found in the New Testament, 1t
1s not to our purpose to inquire,
whence he derived his aunthority to
dogmatize in this flippant manner.
He speak, however, of Drs. Osgood
and Lathrop as “veally orthodox,”
and as “noble and determined sup-
porters of the right of private judg-
ment,”” Yet, if his decision is enti-
tled to credit, these aged and “ven-~
erable” clergymen are the mere
dupes of “theological system-mak-

ers;’* and have- been employed al]

their lives-in teaching 'doctrines,

-which have nothing to support them

in the New Testament. .

Again; Mr. Wells speaks in the
most confident manner as though all
the learning in the world was enlist-
ed on the Unitarian side, and had to
contend with nothing but ignorance,

*The manner in which D, M. is men-
tioned in this letier, and the wfluence

which he i3 deemed to have, will account

for no small part of the zeal, which some
Unitarians have shewn to put him down,
“Worthy” conduet in a “weorthy” cause!
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prejudice and bigotry. Is it possible
that Mr. Wells can believe, in ref-
erence to this country, that all the
learning is on his side, when nearly
all the regular clergy, all the col-
lepes except one, and all the theo-
logical institutions, are decidedly
apposed to Unitarianism? and when
he can number, as in favor of lis
scheme, only one college, and a few
clergymen in Boston and the vicin-
ity? Is it possille, that he can be-
lieve the crude speculations of such
a man as Mr. Belsham to be evi-
dences of great learning, while such
men as Middleton, Magee, Buchan-
an, Wardlaw, Chalmers, and ‘the
Tditors of the Christinn Observer,
-are poor, ignorant, deluded, bigoted
creaturcs!

Again; Mr, Wells says that “the
violent party,” (by which term he
very mecekly characterizes the
friends of the religion of our fath-
ers,) “have very unwisely preferred
to insist upon a subscription to arti-
cles of faith.,” The simple fact is,
that the founders of the Theological
Institution at Audover have very
wisely insisted, that the professors
sufifioried by their funds should sub-
scribe articles of faith, Yet a strang-
er would suppose, from Mr. Welis’s
representation, that all our minis-
ters and churches were reguired to
subscribe to some authorized form-
uliry of religious doctrines, on pen-
alty of being excluded from the com-
munion of the orthodox chiurches.
WWe need not say, ‘that such a rep-
resentation is erntirely unsupported
by fact, |

It is indeed singular that men pro-
fessing unbounded liberality, should
raise and keep up a violent outcry,
merely becausc a few charitable in-
dividuals have endowed pirofessor-
shifs with their own money, and
have provided that the professors
should believe certain  doctrines,
which, as the founders are tully
persuaded, are taught in the Scrip-
tures.

Again; “We have to contend
herve,” says Mr. Wells, “for the
" first prineiples of Protestantism.”

.ble.
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iy ghort, we are now mntemlin%
for the liberty of being Protestants,’
Were it not that sinlar agsertions
have been often made by many of
the liberal party, we should not no-
tice this subject. We must intreat
Mr. Wells, and hisbrethren, to state
precisely what those principles of
Protestantism are, which are con-

tended for by him and his iriends,

amxl denied by the orthodox. Till
this is done, we shall take the liber-
ty of asserting, and we do it withoug
the least fear of contradiction ov ex-
posure, that no dne jfundamcental
fwrinciple of Protestantism 18’ thus
contended for and thus deajed. Let
us look a moment at a subject,
which has glven rise to so much
eronndless clamor:  What are the
first g principles of TProtestantism?
We have always supposed, fhat

justificarion by jfuith alone, was, by

way of eminence, the first principle
of the early reformers. Another
important principle was this; that
betfore regeneration men are totally

-dustitute of holiness, and 'can do

nothing which is acceptable in the
sight of God. Other principles were
the doctrines of predestination, clec-

tion, conversion by the bpirit of (zod,

ncw obedience, and perseverance,
Which of these doctrines is contend- .
ed. for by the liberal party in this
country, or denied by the orthodex?

TBut let us look at another class of

principles. Protestants have wai-
formly lheld, that the Beriptures are
the only and sufficient rule of faith
and practice; that Popish {raditions
are of no authority; and that the
decisions of councils are not infalli-
Have "the orthodox in this
country ever denied ecither of these
principles? It they have, it is new
to us, Perhaps the orthodox have
been unwilling to put the Scriptores
into the hands of the common peo-
ple in their mother tonguer If so,
let the offence he proved. Liet the
guilty individuals be named; and we
will heartily join in their condemna-
tion. But it will be said, ‘perhaps,

that the orthodox have a creed, ov
-creeds; in.other words, they ex-
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press, by a short summary, the
principal doctrines, which they be-
jieve the' Scriptures to contain.
This is trne; and it is precisely
what all the Protestant churches
have wuniformly dene, in perfect
consistency with every principle of
the Reformation. Let us -hear no
more of this miserable cant about

Protestantism.

well might it be said, that the In-
quisition of Goa, having travelled
across the Indian and Atlantic.
oceans, (pulaces, caverns and al,)
has seated himself on Beacon hill;
and that father Josefihus a Dolori-
hus sits there, on his black marble
throne, daily sentencing the *“waor-
thy confessors™ of Unitarianism to
his subterranean dungeons. ‘Ihe
fiheral party sre not contending for
the privilege of thinking for them-
selves, Thig has never heen denied
them in this country. But they are
contending for the privilege of
thinking for themselves and the or-
thodox too; at least so tar-.s to pre-
‘scribe the manner, in which the or-
thodox shall regard them. While
thhey mutilate the New lestament,
and reject uearly all the fundamen-
tal doctrines of the Gospel; whila.
they degrade the bBavior to the Con-
dition of a fullible, pcccable, and
ignorant man;-—~they clamorously
insist, that -the orthodox should
have just as good an opinion of them
as they have of themselves, and
should acknowledge them to be
candid, impartial, enlightened, pi-
ous Christians. This is requiring
too much. While they demand the
privilege of thinking and acting for
themselves, let them accord the
same privilege to others,

Mr. Belsham predicts, that the
time will come when the truth, by

|
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which he means Unitarianism, will
burst forth, in this country, “in all
her glory.” Fired at the thought,
he indulges in the following figura~
tive language,” with which the his-

“tory concludes.

“The dull hollow rumbling at the hot.
tom of the seu, which is scarcely noticed
by the inattentive traveller who is glidin
carelessly over the solid plate ofice whiuﬁ
encrusts the surface, is, to the wary and
experienced observer, a sure presage of
thie speedy and sudden explosion of the
immenge superinetimbent mass, and of Lthe
vestoration of the imprisoned waves to
their native freedom, to the consternatipn
and often to the niter destruction of those
who refuse Lo listen to the triendly pre-
wonition,”

"This 18 a fait and generous warn-

img. We have heard *the dull hol-

low rambling ‘at the bottom of the
sea.” W exhort the chutfches “to

listen to the friendly premonition;”

lest, when the fountaing of the great
dech shall be broken wfi, those who
are careless and inattentive should
be everwhelmed by “the huwprison-
ed waves® to “their consternation
and utter destruction!”

[?.8. TO THE S§ECOND EDITION.)

We find that the assertion, con-
tained in'the foregeing review, that
“the pwredominant religion of the
liberal party is decidedly Unitarian,
in Mr. Belsham’s sense of the word,”
has becen misunderstood by some
readers, It is sufficient to suy here,
that we are prepared to defend the
assertion, In what appears to us the
natural meaning of the words, The
Rev, Mr. Channinig’s letter on this
subject wil probably be ‘considered
in a future number of the Panoplist.

3
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