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CHARLEsSTOWN, May 12, 1801.
At @ Meeting ef the Church,—

VoTeEp unanimouily, That the thanks of this Church

be prefented to the Reverend Gentlemen who officiated at
the Dedication of our Houfe of Worfhip, for their very
acceptable fervices, and that copics be requefted for the
prefs.



DISCOTURSEL

DELIVERED AT THE OPENING

OF THE

Neo Waptilt Heeting-Houle
w CHARLESTOWN,

May 12, 18c1.
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By SAMUEL STILLMAN, p.n.
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67 z(/w* 67(’ g@m OFrMANCES,

Ao el :

I. By the Rev. JEnipian Mogsg, D. D.

Read the 24th Plalm~—Tbe earth is the LorD's, 5'c.
ADDRESS explanatory of the occafion.
PRAYER.

Read 2 Chronicles, chap. vi. verfes 12, 14, 18—42.
DEDICATORY POEM-—Sung.

II. By the Rev. Mr. GraFTON, of Newton.
DEDICATION PRAYER.

III. Read and Sung DEDICATORY HYMN.

ki

IV. By the Rev. SaMucL STiLLMAN, D. D

A SERMON on Brotherly Love and Chriftian Fellowfhip,

from 133d Pfalm, 1ft verfe— Behsld, how good, and how
pleatant, (.

V. By the Rev. THoM: Barpwin, A. M.

The RECOGNITION of the CHURCH—An ADDRESS
—'The Fellowthip of Sifter Churches given.

Concluding PRAYER, and finging 132d Plalm—4rife, O
King of grace, arife, ..

VI. Sung an ANTHEM from 48th Pl~im.

VII. BENLDICTION by the Rev. Dr. STILLMAN.



A DDIRESS

EXPLANATORY OF THE OCCASION.

—*—-

BY _'7E.DIDIAH ..:‘LIORSE, D. D,
et

‘VE sie  aflembled, Chriftian brethren and

friends, for no trivial or novel purpofec.  Our buf-

incfs is ferious and important, and calculated to
intereft all the beft feclings of our hcarts. We

have come to prcfent ourfelves before that Gop,
whom the heaven, and the heaven of heavens can-
not contain—but who yet condefcendeth to dwell

with men on the earth, and to confecrate this houfe
erected for Him,

Ir. pertorming this facred f{ervice, we do but im-
itatc the practice of holy and devout men, in all
pait ages of the world, who, excited cither by the
exprefs command of Gop, or by the fecret intima-
tions of his HoLy Seirrt, and adting, at the famc
time, agreeably to the dictates of right reafon, and
from a regard to thc decency and fitnefs of things,
have built houfes for the public worthip of Gob.
And with a view to imprefs the minds of the
worfhippers with the greater revercnce of the Di-
vine Majefty, and to fill them with devotion and
humility, it has been a pious cuftom, in a formali
and religious manner, to feparate thefe places for
facred ufes.  Of thefc religious tranfadtions, Gob,
at fundry times, and in various ways, has mani-
fclted his divine approbation. When Solomon
had clofed his admirable prayer at the dedication
of the temple, immediately ¢ the fire came dowsn

from
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from heaven, and confumicd the burnt-offering

and the f{acrilices 3 and the glory of the Loxp
filied the houfe.”

When we review the circumftances which have
attended the ere@ion of this houfe ; and confider,
that the defign originated in a Society of Chrif-
tian brethren, of different denominations, aflem-
bled for prayer and religious improvement ; that
party and fcétarian vicws and feclings appear to
have had no part or lot in this bufinefs ; that it
has been the honcft and fincere aim of thofe con-
cerned, to furnith the means ot religious inftruc-
tion, to a large portion of the inhabitants of this
increafing town, who could not otherwife be con-
veniently accommodated, and thus to advance
the important inicrclts of rcligion and morality :
When we confider, alfo, that the plan, which {fcems
to have been intimated with fatisfa&ory clearnefs
from heaven, has beea profecuted, hitherto, with.
out accident or obtirudtion, in perfect harmony
with the Congregational Society in this place, and
with unufual cclerity and fuccefs, we cannot en-
tertain a doubt, but that the Goo of order, of
peace and love will finile propitioully on wus, and
grant Lis divice approbatien of our prefent pur-
pote of fetting apart thas convenient houle, beau-
tiful for fituativn, as the tanple on the holy hill
of Zion, for the perforinance of the various fer-
vices of public, religious and focial worfhip.

with humble confidence, then, let us, Chriftian
brethren and fricads, in the name of Jefus Chriit,
unitedly and fervently afk his divine prefence witls
us, and his Llefling on this our undertaking.
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Pfalm cxxxitl. 1.

BLROLD, HOW GOGDy AND MNOW PLEASANT IT IS, FOR
RRETHREN TO DWELL TOGETHER IN UNITY.

MONG a grcat variety of {ubjects that might,

with propricty, be confidered, at the open-
ing of a new place for public worthip, the preacher
gives the preference to this, becauic moft expref-
five of the circumftances that have brought us to-
gether. ‘This neat and convenient houfe did not
originate in angry controverfy, in fondnefs for
{cparation, nor even in difference of religious opin-
ions ; but in 2 fincere defire to promote the great
intcrefts of religion and morality, as a com.
mon caufe.

Many families in the town, it was found, could
not be accommodated with pews in the Rev. Dr.
Morss’s meeting-houfe : whence the inquiry arofe,
whether i1t was not duty to endeavour to build

another place for public worthip. Chriftians of
B diffcrent
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different denominations werc engaged in- the in-
quiry, and were of one mind as to the anfwer.
And as there was a confiderable number of famis
Lies of the Baptift denomination, of refpectability
and tntereft in the town, who were obliged to go
to Boiton tor a complete enjoyment of their priv-
tleees, 1t was unanimouily thought beft, that the
houfe to be built fhould be for that denomination.
This was the voice of all. Not once diffentient ;
not one moment’s controverly about it. As far
as my Lknowledge extends, 1 may fafely fay, This
is an unexamplcd inftance of candour and affcétion
ameng Chriftians or different denominations. And
[ embrace this public opportunity of declaring, that
my worthy and reverend brother, the minilter of
this town, with whom 1 have enjoyed an agreea-
ble acquaintance from his firft fettlement in it to
the prefent time, has afiured me ot his hearty con.
currence 1n this matter ; beheving that it will ter-
minate in the mere general difiufion of religious
knowlcdze, and the promotion of the beft inter-
ofts of the town ; therefore takes a part in the
public fervices of this day. And what increafes
the pleafure of the occafion is, that from the com-
mencement of this bufinefs to the prefent mo-
ment, not a fingle circum{tance relative to it has
happeried, to interrupt the afleétion and harmony
ot the town. May this houfc, which we this day

cdicate to Gop, remain a pleafing monument of
mutual candour among Chnftians of different
opinions, till time fhall be no more. Here may
the oofpel be preached in its purity ; and thou-

fands of redeenied hnners, at the laft great day,
rife
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rife up and call ysu blefled, through whofc exer-
tions this place of public worthip hath been crect-
ed. Lect him who pafleth by to worfhip, and ali
who fhall come up to this houfe of the Lord, con-
tinually fay, Bebold, how good and pleajunt it is, for
brethren to dwell 1ogctier in unity.

I will not take up your time with an inquiry
concerning the occafion of this Pfalin, about which
there are various opinions ; but pafs at once,

I. To confider who are intended by bretnren.

II. Explain what 1t 1s for brethren to dwell to-
gether in unity.

III. Finally, make it appear that this is good
and pfﬂ‘:‘ﬁiﬂf.

. We are firft to afcertain the character of
brethren.

1. All men arc brethren, confidered as defcend-
ants from one common parcnt. Gop, fays Paul,
hath mal> of one blocd all nations, to diwell on all thr
face of the earth. They were created by the fame
almighty hand, out of one common lump of mat-
ter ; and thercfore are ncarly allied.

2. They are brethren inafmuch as they all ftand
in the fame relation to the firft Adam, as a cove-
nant head : hence they fhare with him in the fad
effccts of his apoftacy. 11 Adam, {ays an apoftle,
all dic : that is, by virtue of their relation to him,

they become mortal. By man fin entered into the
ceorild,
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worldy, and death by fin ; and thus death paficd uper
all men, for that all have finned. In another place
we are told, that by the dijzbedience of onc, many are
made _finners : not only become smortal, but are made
Jnners. Thefe paflages, 1 conceaive, plainly teach
us, that Adam was the covenant head of all man-
kind ; who are in the famic melancholy fituation
of fin and death. They have all finned and come
fhort of the glory of Gop. One has no more to
boaft of than another. All are guilty, though not
equally {fo, and in a condition of moral 1nability.
It they are ever faved then, they will all be indebt.
cd to grace alone,

3. But there is a more important fenfe in which
this appellation is ufed in the facred fcriptures, and
in which we ufe it on the prefent occafion, to de-
note real believers. It was a terin of frequent ufe
among the apofties and primitive Chriftians.  Paul
diredts his epiftle to the Colofluans, To the faints and
Jfaithful orcthren in Crrrsst.  And when he difmifled
Onel.mus, afzer his converfion, to s mafter Phile-
mon, he exhorts him to ¢ receive him not now as
a {fervant, but above a fervant, a brother beloved.”
With this term, vou are fenfible, the ancient
Chriftians addreffed cach other, as a mark of their
mutual affe@tion and attachment. With what pro-
pricty they did fo, will appear in the following ob.
{crvations.

1t, Belicvers are brethren in this appropriate
{enfe, becaufe they arc the objects of the fame
divine lgve.  ‘The Lorp has his own peoplc among
all
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all the nations of the earth, and among ali the dif-
ferent clafles of Chriftians.

The Jews thought that they only were the ob-
jets of the love of Gop ; and of courte, treated
the Gentiles as aliens.  But when Curist came,
he difcouraged this injurious diftin&tion, by {hew-
ing mcrcy to the Gentiles, and by fending his
apofties to preach the gofpel to all nations.  They
alfo plainly taught, that in CarisT JeEsus there
was neither Greck nor Jew, Larbanan, Scythian,
bond nor free ; but that Curist was all, and inall :
and that in cvery nation, he that fearcth Gop, and
worketh rightcoufnefs, is accepted of him.

The fame contracted {pirit has been abierved in
too many profefling Chriftians, who are difpofed
to exclude trom the divine affeétion, thofe who
differ from them even in thofe things that are not
effential to falvation. This tempcr ought to be
ichifted, as beiny inconfiftent with the truth of
things, and calculated to defiroy that charity which
15 the bond of perfectuets. They who are the ob-
jects of the fagie love of Gob, ought to love onc
another.

2dly, Believers are bLrethren, becaufe they all
belong to the fame bicffed family. By adoption they
become heirs of Gop, and joint heirs with Jrsus
Curist. By the act of adoption, an orphan or
{tranger becomes an heir as certainly as it he had
been fo born. Soitis in this cafe. Breaufe they
are fons by adoption, Gop fends forth the Spirit cf his
Sen into their bearts, crying, dbba, Faticr.  And this
13
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is the cafe with all real believers. They were fons
in the divine mind prior to their receiving the
Spirit of adoption ; and becaufe they were fo, Gop
{ent forth the Spirit of his Son intd their hearts,
to afcertain their fonfhip, or to féal them to the
day ot redemption.

In this fenfe, then, all believers, amid(t their va-
rious differences, are brethren.

adly, They arc fo, likewifc, becaufe they are re-
decmed by the jame precious blood of Cririst, as of a
Lamb without blemifh, and without {fpot. Onc
pricc was paid for all the heirs of promife : whence
it is plain, that they were cqually dear to the Sox of
Gou, and ought to be dear to one another.  What
an argument is this, for love to the brethren |
which john enforces with peculiar warmth : If
Gid fo lswed wsy we ought alfe 1o love one another.  He
carrics it {u far as to fay, that we ought to die for
the brethren, if neceflary. Will you, Chriftians,
be oppefed to, or not love them for whom CHRrisT
died ? Rcmember that they are precious to him
as the apple of his eye.  And can you ftand alou:
{from each other, bite and devour one another ¢
Gob forbid.  Rather, let brotherly love continue
and increafe, till you fhall reach that glorious world,
where you fhall {ce eye to cye.

athly, Belicvers arc brethren, becaufe they have
been called cut of darknefs into marvellous light by the
Jame Holy Spirit. He is the life and {ource of all
real religion in the hearts of finners. It is he only

who can ftop the finner in his dangerous carcer ot
fin,
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fin, by convincing him of his total depravity; his
guilt and danger ; and thus oblige him to cry,
What fhall I do to be faved ? By him he is enabled
to believe in CHrisT, as the end of the law for
righteoufnefs. He wounds, and he heals. He
kills, and he makes alive. He is a quickening
Spirit. He fearcheth all things, yca, the deep
things of Gop. This change he fometimes pro-
duccs in the hearts of f{inners, in the moft uncs-
pcected and furprifing manner, even when they have
not enjoyed the ufval means. But whatever diver-
fity there may be in the circumftances that attend
this change, the change itfelf is the fame in all.
Which naturally leads me to fay, that all real be-

ievers arc brethren, becaufe,

sthly, Thcy know the fame things, drink into the
fame Spirit, and arc all one in Curist JEsus.
Among truc Chriftians of all ages, and of all na-
tions, there is, if I may be allowed the cxpreflion,
the moft firiking family likenefs ; which confifts
in the following particulars : They arc con-
vinced of their entire depravity, of their infinite
guilt and unworthinefs, of the juitice of Gop in
their cternal condemnation. They efteein ChirisT
precious, and fly to him alonc for {alvation.
They renouncc all confidence in the fleth, and
give him all the glory of redemption. They
hatc fin for its own fake. They groan under
thc body of fin, and pant after perfeit holi-
nefs. "They are careful to maintain good works,
arc attached to the caufe of CurisT, and ftudy to
promote it. They love thofe who bear the image
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of C:iiris'i, whether rich or poor, bond or free.
In a word, their all-prevailing defire is, that Curist
may be magnified in them, whether it be by life
or by death. "This being the caie, furcly they are
brethren, and formed by divine grace for the fame
enjoyments, 1 add,

6thly, That they are beirs of, and fhall forcver en-
Joy, the fame beaven,  JEsus CHRIST is gone to pre-
pare manfions for them ; and by the various dif-
penfations of his providence, his word ard Spirit,
he makes them meet to be partakers of the in-
heritance of the faints in hight.  They are, then,
emphatically drethren, being the objelts of the
{fame cverlafting love of Gob ; adopted into the
fame heavenly family ; redecmed by the fame pre-
cious blood of CHRr1sT ; arc called by the fame Spirit,
out of darknefs, into the light of the gofpel ; ex-
perience the fame things in nature, though not in
degree ; and are to dwell together forever in the
{fame heaven ; there to love and adore theJfamc
objet, who appears in the midft of the throne as
a Lamb that had been {lain.

II. We fhall now proceed to fhew what is to be
underftood by brethron druelling toretier in unity.

There is a ftrange Kind of charity, which fome
people plead for, that has a tendency to annihilate
the diftinction between truth and error; or, to
make it a matter of 1ndificrence, which 2 man
believes.  \We have nothing to do, fay they, with
a man’s creed, ouly with his conduct. No matter

what his faith is, provided his life be good.
Do
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Do thele men confider to what lengths-this prin-
ciple will naturally lead vs, if admiteed ¢ We may
embrace tiic moft oppofite and contradiftory opin-
ions. The quellion is not, whether a man belicve
the do&rines of CurisT or of Mahomet, but wheth-
er his life be goad. It is therefore a matter of in-
difference, whether he be a difciple of CurisT, or of
Mahomet. This kind of charity, if followed, will
Jand us in deitin, where, no doubt, 1t originated.
But thofe of you, who believe Chriftianity to be a
divine relipion, will give it your woft decided neg-
ative, becaufe falle as a principle, and fatul in its
influence.

~ There are others who profels to belicve the gof-
pel, yet deny what a great number of Chriftians,
in all ages of the cburch of Crrist, have placed
among its motit eflential doctrines.  Of this clafs
arec they who deny the true and proper Deity
of Jesus Curist, and aflirin that his blood is of
no more value to expiate guilt, than the blood of
any other man. [ afk, my brethren, how a man,
who Lelieves. Jesus CHRIST to be very and eter-
nal Gop, and that there is no redemption but
through his atoring blosd, can dwell together in
unity with bhim, who denies the Lorp who bought
him ? It is impoflible in the nature of things, be-
caufe their ideas of the charadter and work of
CurisT are infinitely different.  This difference
will force itfelf upon them in their {ulemn aéts of
prayer and praife ; for one will aferibe divine hon-
ouis to the Son of Gop ; the other will call this -
idolatry. If they are engaged in the work of the
miniftry, it will influence their public preaching.

C One
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One will exalt CHrist as a divine perfon, Gobp
manifeft in the fleth : the other will fay many
good things of him as a man, a great prophet, a
teacher fent from Gob, a fuper-angelic being, but
not divine. Onec will infift on the atoncment of
CurisT as the only fure foundation of a finner’s
hope : the other will lead him to expeét forgivenefs
from the mere mercy of Gobp, and the fincerity of
his repentance, without an atonement. 1 might
tracc this difference in many other inftances ; but
cnough has been faid to fhew, that they cannot
walk together in unity, while they thus differ about

the very effence of Chriftianity.

I afk again, Ilow can hc. who has a tender con-
cern for the honour ot Cu=1sT as an ALMIGHTY
SaviouRr, connive at an crror of fuch magnitude,
which, in his view, robs him of his cffential dig-
nity, and deftroys the foundation of a finner’s hope
of forgivenefs ? For if Jesus CurisT be not truly
and properly Gob, our profpects of pardon through
his one oficring for fins arc difappointed, and we
muft feck fome other method of falvation : And
the great body of our godly reformers, with the
noble army of pious martyrs, who fealed their re-
ligion with their blood, were 1dolaters, and were
~left to die in a moft important error : for they be-
lieved Jesus CurisT was truly Gob ; and as fuch,
paid him divine honours. And not only they, but
a crowd of modern Chriftians of eminent charac-

ter, have left the world in the fame fentiments.*
At

* The late Dr. Matnrr, of Bofton, bore his dying teltimony to the
truth of our l.oan’s divinity, faying to me, a little before his death, 1
- will pever truft tuy foul Lut with an AvsicaTy Saviovr.”
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‘At the fame time, give me leave to fay, in the
words of the excellent Dr, Assapie, with hittle
alteration, ¢ I diftinguith —— between the per-
foms of our adverfaries, and the caufe which they
plead. Towards the former, 1 have all the {en-
timents of love and compaflion, which are due to
my erring fellow-mortals. [admire the parts, the
learning, and the gifts, which Gop has beftowed
on fome of them. And though they do manifeft
violence to the f{criptures, in my view, I would
not accufe them of fpeaking contrary to their own
light., As to their cauje, 1 ought not to be
cenfured for endeavouring to reprefent it in its
own colours, in all that deformity which aeceffari-
ly atrends an hvpothefis, that is contrary to divine
revelation and the {pirit of true religion. This 1g
my duty, and onc end of my miniftry.”’* Lifpe-
aally, my brethren, at my time of life. 1am not
3 young man, but am finifhing my miniftry, and.
fcel myfelf under the moft folemn obligations
to bear my faithful, and, for aught 1 know, laft
tcftimony, to the glorics of IMMaNUEL, Gop wiTH
us ; through whom alone 1 expect everlafting life.

The right of private judgment of thefe our mif-
taken friends, is undeniable. If, in the exercife of
it, they embrace the greateft errors, they muft an-
{wer for #t. To their own Mafter they fland
or fall.

Our heart’s defire, however, and prayer to Gob,
is, that they may be brought to embrace the whole
truth as it refpets Jesus Curist, before their feet

{tumble

® Deity of Cumrer eflential to Chriltianity, p. 3.
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ftumble on the dark mountains ; and although otr
idéas ot him are now infinitely diflerent, that we
may ultimately fe¢ eye to eye, and unite to adore

Him, who hath loved us and wathed us from our

fins in his blood ; who thought it no robbery to be
EQUAL wiTil Gop.

1 do not mean to fuggeft, by any thing that has
been faid, that wc are to cxpeu to find among

good men, an exack agreement in religious fent.
ment and. pradtice. ‘Lhey alw. ays_have differed
among themfdveq, about iom tlm*g.s of lefs im-
portance in religion. 1 his we may rcafonably CX-
pect will br., the cafp till that period thall arrive,
when the earth fliall be filled with the knowlﬁugc
of the LorD.

Tt is a pleaﬁnﬁ' cu'cumﬁance 'hmvev'er that GoD
hath raifed up faithful withefles in all ages, who
Have agréed in the moft mport:mt n‘uths of the
gofpel.® o '

Neither does dwelling togethet in unity {uppofe,
that they fhould rehinquith any religious opinions
or practices that they bclicve to be divine, though
of comparatively fmall importance. Guch a facri-
fice it would be uncandid and unrcafonable to re-
quire as a condition of union, and criminal to
make. Nor would it accomplith the end for which
it might bec made. On the contrary, it “would
create mutual uneafinefs.  Ghriftians would, natu.
rally thiek hard of cach other for requiring fucha

{urrender
* Scc Bithop NewTan on the Prophecics, Dif. xxiv. p. 1.

Mr. Tortany's Hiftaric Proof of the Calvinima of the Church of
England, vul. I oo 149-=2113,
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furrcnder of conficnce ; and their own minds
would moft afluredly condemn them in a cool hour
of reflection, tor complying with it. Good men
muft, at all hazards, keep a confcience void of of-
fepce, both towards God, and rowards all men.
What has been faid on this part of the fubject is
equally applicable to Chrnitians of all denomina-
tions. They are all equally bound to buy the
truth, and to iell it not,

Good mcﬁ:t'}ién, may be faid to dwell together
in unity, when they unite tn matters of religion
as far as they can agree ; and when they can unite
no farther, agree to differ, and to allow each other
the liberty they take of thinking for themfelves,
In this cafe, there thould be no refle@ions on each
other ; no, not a hard thought fhould be encour-
agcd by either fide, provided they with 1o main.
tain the truc {pirit of the gofpel, which allows ev-
cry man to b:.-fully perfuaded in his own mind.
But at the fame time, let me repeat it, that we are
not pcrmltlcd to favour the miftakes of our Chnif-
tian friends, or to make light of any divine truth,
however {mall.

!

I add,-once more, that dwelling together in uni-
ty by no means fuppofes, that we ought rot to
ule our belt endeavours to convince one another
of thofe errors, into which we may have fallen.
‘This is a duty we owe to cach other, which ought
to be performed with meeknefs and affection.

There are feveral confiderations I now beg leave
to 1mprcfs on the minds of my hearers, that are
calculated
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calculated to promote mutual candour among
Chriftians, The firft is, We ought not to think
that we ourfelves only are confcientious ; but that
our brethren, who differ from us, are as con-
{cientious as we are, and as anxious to know and

do the will of Gop.

The fecond 15, that the difference among zood
men is mutual.  The fault, if fault there be, is alfo
mutual. Who then fhall be cenfured ?

The third confideration 1s this, There are great
and cond men among the different denominations
of Chriftians. Why may we not think that the
T.or D permits thefe differences, that we may have
an opportunity of cxercifing that {pirit of mutual
forbearance, fo well pleafing in his fight, and fo
beneficial to fociety ?

IIf. It remains that we thew that it 15 goed and
pirafant that brethren dweli together in unity.

It feems by the exprefiions of the Plalmft, as if
he had in view, at the moment, fome particular
inftance of brotherly love, as we now have :—
Beheld ! low grod, and how pleafant ii isy &c.  See,
as if he had faid, its advantages exemplified.

It is good, as it 1s a Chniftian temper, a love to
the brethren as fuch ; and is perfectly agrecable
to the gentus of the goipel, which 1s love 1n its na-
ture and tendency.

It is zood or pleafant, as it naturally tends to
promote happincfs among good men. A man who
1S
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is under the influence of this temper, fecls happy in
himfclf, and {ceks the happinefs of others. He will
be ready to forgive an injury—to put the moft
favourable conitruction on doubtful conduct. He
will be candid toward thofe Chriftians who differ
from him ; but he will not be {o complaifant as

to facrifice any truth or duty.

It is good, that is, ufetul.  When Chriftians arc
thus united in love, they can accomplith great
things in the world, and in the church. They cn-
courage one another when called to do or fuffer
the will of Gop. They are faid to provoke on2
another to love and good works. They can, when
united, do much towards the rclicf of the poor
faints, and the fupport and general propagation of
the gofpel. We have a pleafing evidence of this
in the Miilionary Societies in Europe ; in which we
find 2 moft uncormmon union of Chriftians of dif-
ferent denominations.  Whatever may be the iflue,
the union has been both furprifing and delightful.

They have united in their endeavours to fend the
gofpel among the pagans, as a common caufe, with-
out regard to thofe lcfs matters that diftinguifh
them as denominations.  Thus fhould it be with
all good men.  They fhould {tand faft in one fpirit,
with one mind {triving together for the faith of

the gofpel.

Omitting thofc rcflections that naturally arifc
from the fubject, I fhall conclude with an addrefs
to that church of Chrift which will, in future, meet

in this place ; and which will this day be recog-
nized
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aized in the moft public and folemn manner by
myv reverend brother, -

e

DISRLY BriCFEL !N OUK LORD YELUS CHRIST,

IN the yecar 1665, the Firft Bapiift Church in
Bofton, trom which moft of gou have been dif-
mified, originated in.this town. To-day {he fends
vou back a: your own defire, in conjunétion with
our tricnds trom the Second Baptilt Church in
Bofton, to form a church where flie began. But
how great the difference between that period and
this! Then the right of private judgment was de-
nied ; now all is candour, love and fricndfhip.
This event 15 furely providential : to human agen-
cy alone it cannot be afcribed.

Thc churches you have left have difiniffed you
with all that Chriftian affeGtion, which has arifen
from a long and pleafing acquaintance with you,
and from your conftant cndeavour to behave as
becomes the gofpel : believing, at the fame time,
that this event will terminate in the better accoms-
modation of vourfeives and families, and the ad-
vancement of the interelts of relirion and moral-

ity.  Go and profper, and the Lorp be with you.

Your prefent cundition is new and -interefling.
Various duties devolve on you as a church of
Chrift.  The firft and the moft important to your-
{clves, your families, and the town in general, is,
the choice and fettlement of a minifter. Be not
hafty in this matter. Be extreinely careful that he

be
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be a man of real, of experimental religion—decid-
edly in favour of the dodtrines of grace, fo called;
who fhall be determined to know nothing among

you fave Jesus Curist and him crucified ; and
who will not fhun to declare the whole counfel of

Gon.

We moft earnciily pray, that the great Head of
the Church may blefs you with a paftor after his
own heart, who fhail fced vou with knowledge
arnd the fincere milk of the word, that ye may
crow thercby ; for whofe happinels and {upport,
wc arc perfuaded, you will ufe your beft cxertions.

In the admiflion of perfons into the church, be
carcful to examine them, both as to their expen-
mental knowledze of the truth, and their lives and
converfation. In the difcharge of this part of your
duty vou will find a great diference among candt-
dates for admiflion.  Some of them will be able to
aive a clear account of the great things Gop has
done for them—others will come trembling, left
they fhould cat and drivk unworthily ; and who
can only fay, Whereas I was blind, I new foe.  You
who are ftrong, will bear the infirmities of the
weak ; and imitate the blefled Jesvs, who gathers
the lambs in his arms, and carries them in his

bofom ; who will not break the bruifed reed, nor
quench the fmoking flax.

In the cxercife of the difcipline of the church,
be ftrict and impartial.  Never fuffer fin upon a

brother, nor an unworthy member, knowingly,
D to
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to fit down at the Lord’s table. Keep yourfelves
pure.

Live in love among yourfelves, ftudioufly pre-
{erving the unity of the {fpirit in the bonds of peace.
Be candid towards all Chriftians who differ from
you. Treat all men with aflcction and kindnefs.
And carefully preferve that harmony in the town
and between the two religious locieties in it, which
hath been {o pleafingly difplayed on the prefent oce
caflon.

To coaclude. How extremely flattering are the
circumflances of Charleftown this day. Behold
her rifing, like the phenix from her afhes, into ele-
gance, wealth and greatnefs. Qur prayer to Goid
is, that flic may be as remarkable in future for her
picty, profperity and happincfs, as fhe hath been
ror her futferings in the day of our national ca-
lamity. Into his holy kecping we commit you as
a town, as churches, and as brethren. Live in
Jove, and the God of love and peace will be with

you. To him be glory forcver.
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DRARLY BEILGTED IN THF 102D,

1'ur Churches now convened agreea-
bly to your requeft, by their minifters and mefien-
aers, having fully examined the papers vou have
taid before them, containinz an account ef all your
procecdings reiative to your becoming a difunct
vifible Church 3 have diret:d me in their behalf
to inform vou, that they are fully {atshed with
your proccedings, and confider thom to have been
regular and according to the gofpel.

They have alio cxamined your articles of faith,
and judz: them to contain the leading and effen-

tial docirines of evangelic truth.
We
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We do therefore, in this public manner, exprefs
our hearty and entire approbation of your faith
and condudt, and wifh you a rich blefﬁng out of the
houfe of the Lorp. We view you as a regular
Church of our Lowrp Jesus CurisT, vefted with
all the powcrs and privileges which we as Church-
cs feverally enjoy ; and as a token of the Chriftian
aftection and eftcem of the Churches p ', 1 pre-
fent you the Right-Hand of Fellowfh:

By this fignificant fizn, we exprefs the intereft
we feel in your happinefs and profperity ; and
folemnly pledge ourfelves to aftord you every af-
fiftance in our power, and which your circum-
{tances may render ncceflary ; not doubting but
in return we fhall receive the fame from you.
Thefe mutual atlurances, dear drethren, arife from
that long and intimate acquaintance we have had
with you. Orten have we taken fweet counfel
together, and gone in company to the houfe of
Gop ; and rothing but a fenfe of duty could
have reconciled us to this painful partial {cpara-
tion. May the Lorp cver preferve our union and
frienafhip.

From this day forward, brethren, you wiil con.
fider yourfelves as a city fet on a hill; which can.
not be hid. O that your light may {o fhine that
others, fecing your good works, may glorify our
Yather, who is in heaven.

Much you have alrecady experienced of the di-
vine coodncfs in your proceedings, and much you
may {till expedt, if you walk humbly before Gop.

. , . You
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You will therefore permit me to exhort you, to
ftudy to promote that {pirit of brotherly affection,
which at prefent fo remarkably prevails among
you. , Efpecially endcavour, in every fuitable way,
to ftrengthen and increafe the friendly intercourfe

fo happily {ubfifting between you and the other
rcligious Socicty in the town,

Your fituation, brethren, is peculiarly intereft.
ing and pleafant.  How often upon occalions like
the prefent, have all the angry paflions been excit-
ed, and every difcordant fentiment {et in oppofi-
tion ; by which means thofe averfions and preju-
dices have been eftablifbed, which a lapfe of years
could hardly obliterate. But here, we behold
nothing but concord, peace and brotherly aftec-

tion! Truly thisis the Lorp’s doing, and mar-
vellous 1n our eyes,

The uncommon harmony which has marked
the whole feries of events relative to your prefent
fituation, cannot fail to imprefs your hearts with
the liveliclt fentiments of gratitude to the great
AuvrHor of your mercies, and lead you to fee
your increafing obligations to live in love and

peace, {o that the Goo of love and peace may
dwell with you,

As he who hath called you is holy, {o be ye holy
in all manner of converfation and godlinefs. And
that the beft of bleflings may ever reft on yvouand
yours, on your children, and on your children’s
children, on the other church and congregation in

the
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the town, and on the whole Iffael of Gop, we
will now and at all times moit devoutly pray.

And now unto Him who is able to keep you
from falling, and at lait to prefent you faultiefs be-
fore the throne of his glory with exceeding joy ;

to the only wife Gov our Saviour, be glory for
ever and ever.  AMEN.
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PP re el —

LET flowing numbers {weetly rife,
And waft our praies to the fkies,
For all the bleflings life beftows,

And all the joys the cosreL thows.

Here in thy courTs we proftrate bow,
To ofter up the folemn vow;

To dedicate this sACRED PLACE,

And celebrate REDEEMING GRACE.

Now may the Kinc of Zion hear !
His crory in this House appear !
And, as in [fracl’s ancient days,
Accept the gffcring and the praife.

Here may the faints with TruTH be fed,
Pure from the golpcl’s FOUNTAIN HEAD ;
Here let the finner hear his doom,

And timely ¢ flee the wrath to come.”

O may thy CHuRcH, in cvery place,
Increafe in numbers and in grace ;

Till all the ranfom’d mallicns rife

To fhout REDEMPTION through the fkics.



