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ADDRESS 

EXPLANATORY OF THE OCCASION. 

---
BY JEDIDIAII MORSE, D. D. 

-----
\V E ;>i:e afIemblcd, Chriftian brethren and 
friends, for no trivial or novel purpofc. Our buf. 
inefs is ferious and important, and calculated to 
intereil: all the bcft feelings of our hearts. We 
have come to prcfent ourfclves before that GOD, 
whom the heaven, and the heaven of heavens can
not contain ·but who yet condefcendeth to dwell 
with men on the earth, and to cOl1f:cratc this houfe 
ereCted' for Him. 

Ir. performing this facred fervice, we do but im. 
itate the praCtice of holy and devout men, in all 
pail: ages of the world, who, excited either by the 
exprefS command of GOD, or by the fecret intima. 
tions of his HOLY SPIRIT, and aaing, at the fame 
time, agreeably to the dictates of right reafnn, and 
from a regard to the decency and fitnefs of things, 
have built houfe.:; for the public worfhip of GOD. 
And with a view to imprcfs the minds of the 
worfhippers with the grelter reverence of the Di. 
vine Majefiy, ;'Ind to fill them with devotion and 
humility, it has been a pious cufiom, in a formal 
and religious manner, to fcparate thefe places for 
facred ufcs. Of thefe religious tranf..c1ions, GOD, 
at fundry times, and in nrinus ways, has mani. 
feLted his divine approbation. When Solomon 
had dared his admirable prayer at the dedication 
of the temple, imm.:Ji,ltcly "the fire came doW]l 

from 

• 
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from hC.lVen, and confum~d the burnt-offering 
and the i:lCriticcs; and the glory of the LOI.D 

filled the houfe." 

\Vhen we review the circumftances which have 

attended the erection of this houfe; and confider, 
that the de1ign originated in a Society of Chrif
tian brethren, (If different dcnominations, affcm
bled for prayer and religious improvement; that 
party and fCcrarian views and feelings appeal to 
have Iud no part or lot in this bufinefs; that it 
has been the hondl and fincere aim of thofe con
cerned, to furnilli the means of religious inftruc
tion, to a large portion of the inhabitants of this 
il:crcafing town, who could not othcrwife be con
,'cllienll), accommodated, and thus to advance 
t.h~ importallt in'crdts of religion ami morality: 
'\'!JCll we COlillllcr, alit), that the plan, which feems 
to h.L\'C b~cn intimated with fatisf.laory cIcarncfs 
from hClWll, !U:i been profccutcJ, hitherto, with
out acciuent or (;bt:ruc1iun, in perfect harmony 
,,'itl! the Congr.:gatjon.ll Soci~ty in this place, and 
with unufull cdaity and [uccers, we cannot en
tertain a dfJUDr, but tIllt the GOD of order, of 
P::;}CC and lu'\c will fmil~ propitiouUy on us, ;lIld 

gr.lI1t hi" Ji\'i::-: al'probJ.tiun of our prefent pur. 
l'O!( of kttin,; Jp:lft thi~ COllVCllknt houfe, beau
tiful for iitu,n:ull, as the t{.tnple 011 the holy hill 
{)f Zion, fur til'.: pafufIlIJ.I1CC of thc various fer .. 
"i.:(~ of pulJlic, rdigiou'i and focial wor£hip. 

,,,'ith humble confidence, thcn, let us, Cllriftian 
brethren and friC:lds, in the name of Jcfus Chrifr, 
llnit.:dly and fervently afk hi~; divine prcfencc with 
us, :md ilL Lld1:n:; on thb our undertaking. 



A 

DEDICATION SERIvION. 

Pfalm cxxxiii. I. 

bEHOLD, HOW GOOn, Al.W HOW PLEAS.1ST I'T IS, FOR 

llRETHltEN TO DIf'FU. TOGETHER IN ll.Vl'rr. 

MONG a great variety of fubjeds that might, 
with propriety, be confioered, at the open. 

ing of a new place for public worlhip, the preacher 
gives the preference to this, beclufe moil: expref
five of the circumfiances that have brought us to· 
gether. This neat and convenient hO:lfe did not 
originate in angry controverfy, in fOlldnds for 
fcparJ.tion, nor even in difference of religious opin. 
ions ; but in a finccre ocGre to promote the great 
intercfts of religion and morality, as a com. 
mon caufe. 

Many f.lmilie5 in the town, it WJ.S found, could 
Dot be accommodated with pews in the Rev. Dr. 
MORSE'S meeting.houfe: whence the inquiry arofe, 
whether it was not duty to endeavour to build 
another place for public worlhip. Chriftians of 

B difierent 

• 
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different uenominations were engaged in· the in
quiry, and were of one mind as to the anfwer. 
Ar;J as there was a confiderable number of fami;. 
lies cf the B.lptifl: denomination, of refpcc1ability 
;>.:;d interdt in the town, who were obliged to go 
to BJfio;} for a complete enjoyment of their priv
ileges, it wa~ UDaliil1l0uily thought befi, that the 
llOuie t~ be built fhould be for that denomination. 
This W.iS the voice of all. Not one diffcnticnt ; 
r:ot une moment's controvcrfy about it. As far 
as 1:1)" l~::~\\'ledbe extends, I may Cafely fay, This 
is an unexlrr.i~d :nftance of candour and affcc1ion 
am:.;n£; Chriiti.lns ot Jifferent denominations. And 
I emorac::: thi~ public opportunity of declaring, that 
my worthy and .evercnrl brother, the miniitcr of 
this town, with whom I h~1\"e enjoyed an agreca. 
ble aC(juaintance from his firft fcttlement in it to 
the prdent. time, has af:ured me of his hearty con· 
currence in this matter; believing that it will ter
minate in th(! mere general diffufion of religious 
knowledge, and the promotion of the beft inter
rfts of the town; therefore takes a part in the 
pubiic fervices of this day. And what incrcafcs 
the pleafure of the occafion is, that from tIlC com· 
mencemcnt of thi'i bufinef:l to the prefent mo
ment, not a fiogl..: circumfiance relative to it has 
Inppcr.ed, to interrupt the affeCtion and harmony 
of the town. May ,~his houfe, which we this day 
dedicate to Gon, remain a ple:tfing monument of 
nn:~ual cwdour amm:g Chriftians of different 
opinions, till time flull be no more. Here may 
th~ gofpel bc preached in its purity; :!nd thou
f;,tlHls of redeemed fillner5! at the laU: great day, 

rite 
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rife up and caU )'~U bleffed, through whore exer
tions this place of public wodhip hath been ereel. 
ed. Let him whl.} pailerll by to wor!hip, and all, 
who flull COfl.1C up to this houi(: of the Lord, con
tinually fay, &bo/d, h~w good and pieajmt it is, far 
brelhn'lI I:; dwell t(jget.~er in unify. 

I w~ll not take up your time with an inquiry 
concerning the occ.auon of this Pfalm, about whicb 
there arc various opinions; but pafs at once, 

I. To confider who are intended bv brethrm • • 

II. Explain what it is for brethren to d'iJ.Jl// t~ 
gelber in unity. 

III. Finally, make it appear that this is good 
and pIM/Jnt. 

I. We are firfr to a.fccrtain the characrer of 
brethrtll. 

J. All men arc brethren, eonliJered as defcend
ant!> from one common p:lrcnt, GC'D, fays Paul, 
bath TTUzJ.~ of one blood ali nil/ions, to d~v~!I on ali th~ 
fllce of tbt cdrtb. They were created by the iame 
almighty hand, out of one common lump of mat
ter; and thereforc are nearly allied. 

2. Thcy are brethren inafmuch as they aU fund 
in the fame relation to the firO: Adam, as a covc
nant head: hence they £hare with him in the fad 
effects of his aportaey. l:z Ad.1.71, fays an apoftle, 
all die.' that is, by virtue of their reLttion [0 him, 
they become mortal. By mall fin cntcred inlo /1.." 

,;or/d, 

• 
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'lc~r!J, and dC.1th by./in ; and 'bus death p,?IF'd :lr,,: 

all men, for tbat ail ha7.:c./inned. In another plact: 
we are told, that by the d{obtdimcc if one, mony ar~ 
made jinnfrj.. not only become mOr!.1!, but are madc 
./in lien. Thefe paiTages, I conceivc, pl.1inly teach 
us, that Ad,ll1I was the covenant head of all man
kind; who arc in thl! i:mlc melancholy fituation 
of fin and death. They have all finned and come 
iliort of the glory of COD. One h.lS no more to 
boaft of than another. All are guilty, though not 
equally to, and in a condition of moral inability. 
If they are c\'er faved then, they will all be indebt
ed to grace alone. 

3. But there is a more important fenfe in which 
this appellation is ufed in the tacred fcripturcs, and 
in whi.:h we ufe it on the prefcnt aeolion, to de. 
note real bdie'i.':rs. It was a term of frequent ufe 
among the apoftlcs :md primitive Chrifiilns. Paul 
lhrects his epiftle to the Coloffi.lns, 'To tb! jaints amJ 
Jlitlfd l'rclbrcn i,. CHRIST. And when he difmiffed 
One[mu5, af:cr his convcrfion, to his mafier Phile
mon, he exhorts 11im to "rcceive him not now as 
:l fen'ant, but abo\'c a fen'ant, (l' brotbcr beloved." 
'With this term, you. are feniible, the ancient 
Chriftians addrcffcd each other, as a mark of thctr 
mutual affcction and attachment. \Vith what pro
priety they did fo, will appcar in the following ob .. 
fervations. 

1 fl, Believers are brethren in this appropriate 
fenle, bccaufc they arc the ohjects of the fame 
di-:,;ne /v .. ;c. The LORD has his own people among 

all 
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all the nations of the earth, and among aU the dif
ferent c1atfes of Chriftians. 

,-

The Jews thought that they only were the ob. 
lcas of the love of GOD; and of courli!, treateu 
• 

the Gentiles as aliem. But when CHRIS r came, 
he difwuraged this injurious difiindion, by {hew
ing mcrcy to the Gentiles, and by fending his 
Jpo[tlcs to preach the gofpcl to all nations. They 
alfo plainly taught, that in CHRIST JESUS there 
W.lS neither Creek nor Jew, barbarian, Scythian, 
bond nor free; but that CHRIST was an, and in all : 
and that in every nation, he that feareth GOD, lnd 
workcth rightcou[ne(" ic; accepted of him. 

The fame contraered fpirit h:1.<; been obicn·cd in 
too many profcflin~ Chrifiian!l, who are di1jmfed 
to exclude from the divine affeCtion, thofe who 
differ froln them C".'CiZ in thofe things that are not 
dfl:ntial to f.Ltvation. This temper ought to be 
,dilled, as bcin~ inconf\fi.ent with the truth of 

<. 

things, and calculated to defiroy that ch;lrity which 
is the bond of perfcctuci"s. They who arc the ob
ject:; of the Llg-Ie love of GOD, ought to love one 
another. 

zdly, Believers are brethren, becJ.ufe ther aU 
befeng to Ih.' pme bk./li'J fumil),. By adoption they 
become heirs of GOD, and joint heirs with JES\;5 

CIlRIST. By the act of adoption, an orpllln or 
{hanger becomes an heir as certainly as if he hau 
been fo born. So it is in this cafe. BcCOl/C tbey 
are /om bX adoption, GOD flndJ forth tbc Spirit if hs 
Sen i1;tQ ti'cir hfarts, (r>'in~, .dbba, Fatl'rr. And thi" 

• 
13 
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is the cafe with all fefl] believers. They were fons 
in thc di "inc mind prior to their receiving the 

Spirit of adoption; and bccaufe they were fo, GOD 

fent forth the Spirit of his Son ihtb their h'earts, 

t.o afcertain their foniliip, or to feal them to the 
day of redemption. 

In tills fenfe, then, all believers, amidft their va
rious differences, are brethrcn. 

3dly, They arc fo, likcwifc, bccaufe they arc rt
dumal b.v tl)e fame prtciQUJ hlo:;d of emUS'T, as of a 
Lamb without blcmiili, and without fpot. One 

pricc was paid for all the heirs of promife: whence 

it i~ pLlin, tlut they were equally dear to the SON of 
GL)D, anJ ought to be dear to one another. What 

an ar::,rument is this, for love to ~hc brethren J 
which John enforces with peculiar warmth: If 
Cd fi h .... -ti :u, w: o:tgbt 01/0 to love one another. He 
curics it ell flr as to fay, tlut we ought to die for 

thc brethren, if neceLTary. 'ViII you, Chrifrians, 
be oppchi to, or not love them for whom CH R.b T 

died? Remember th,lt they are precious to hi::~ 

as the apple of his eye. And can you frand ale,,--' 
from each other, bite and devour one another? 
GOD forbid. Rather, let brotherly love continue 
3.I\J incrcafe, till you £lull re.Kh that glorious world, 
where you {hall fce eye to eye . 

• 

4thly. Believers arc brethren, bccaufe they have 
been C:lllcd Gut 0/ darknejs into maT"Uc"~us lig"! by t/g 
fame Hv!y Spirit. He is the life and fimrce of all 
rell religion in the hearts of finners. It is he only 

who cJ.n frop the Gnner in his wngerous career of 
fin, 
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fin, by convincing him of his total depravity; hi3 
guilt and danger; and thus oblige him to err, 
What Jhall I do to be Joved? By him he is enlbled 
to believe in CHRIST, as the end of the law for 
righteoufnefs. He wounds, and he heal~. He 
kills, and he makes alive. He is a (luickcning 
Spirit. He fearcheth all things, yea, the deep 
things of GOD. This change he fometimcs pro
duces in the hearts of finners, in the moll: unex
pected and furpriling manner, even when they have 
not enjoyed the uiual means. But whatever diver
lity there may be in the circumfhnces that attend 
this change, the change itfdi is the fame in all. 
Which naturally leads me to fay, that all rell be
lievers are brethren, becaufe, 

sthly, Tbcy l'now the JUlie tbings, drink into the 
fame Spirit, and are all one in CHRIST JESUS. 

Among true Chrifiians of all ages, and cf all na
tions, there is, if I may be allowed the expreffion, 
the moll:. firiking family likenefs; which confifis 
in the following particul:m: They arc con
vinced of their entire depra\-it y, of their infinite 
guilt and unworthinefs, of the juiiicc of GOD in 
their eternal condemnation. They eftet:1ll ClJRIS'r 
precious, and fly to him alone for hlvatiol1. 
Thev renounce all confidence in the fldh, and 

• 
give him all the glory of redemption. They 
hate fin for its own fake. They groan unde£" 
the body of fin, and pant after perfcc1 holi
nefs. They are careful to maintain good works, 
are attached to the caufe of CHRIST, and fiudy to 

promot,e it. They love thofc who bear the imag~ 
, 
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of Cll ~i.S 'i) whether rich or poor) bond or free. 
In a word, their all.prcv.~ilillg dcfirc is, t!llt CHiUs-r 
may be magnified in them, whether it be by life 
or by death. This being the cli~, furdy they are 
brethren, and formed by Jivint· grace for the fame 
enjoyments. 1 add, 

6th] y, That they art heirs if, and j/;41!l jorc7.:tr L'n

j&)" the fil7lJt? hL'a"..'Cll. JESUS CHRIST is gone to pte
pare manfiol1s for them; and by the various dif
peniJ.tions of his providence, his word ard Spirit, 
he m:.lkes them meet to be partakers of the in
heritance of the faints in light. They are, then, 
emphaticll1y brclbrclI, being the ohjeCts of tht: 
fame c\'erhfiing love of GOD; adopted into the 
hme !lcavenly family; redeemed by the fame pre
cious blood of CHRIST; arc called by the fame Spirit, 
out of darkncfs, into the light of the gofpel ; ex
perience the fame things in n:tturc, though not in 
degree ; and aTC to dwell together forever in the 
f:tOle heaven; there to love and adore theiamc 
objeCt, who appears in the midfi of the throne as 
a Lamb that had been thin. 

II. 'Ve {hall now proceed to fhe I"· what is to be 
undcrfiood by brel/m.1l d .... ·.'~,.'Iin:; I{JJ!'IuL'r ill unity. 

There is a itrange kind of charity, which fome 
people plead for, tbat has a tendency to annihilate 
the diilinttion between truth and error; or, to 

. make it a matter of indifii.:rence, which a man 
believes. \ V I! ha \'e not hing to do, fay they, with 
a man's creed, oul)" with his conduCl:. No matter 

what his faith is, provided his life be good. 
Do 
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Do thc.Ce men mnfider to what lcngths·th~s prin
(ipl~ will naturally Ipd \IS, if ac.hnit(fd? We m~y 
embrace the mofi oppofit~ and contradiCtory opin
~Qns. The que~ion is not, whether a man believe 
the d,)Cl:rine~ Qf GliRIST or of l\1,lhomet, but wheth
er his life be gond. It is therefore a mltIer of in
difference, whelher hebe adifciple of CHRIST, or of 
.l\ldhomct. This killd of charity, if fqllowcd, will 
hnd u~ in dcilLn, where, no dnul?t, it originated. 
Bllt t!lore of you, who believe Chrifiianity'to be a 
divine n:li~ion, w.ill £ivc it your UiOO: dcci4ed neg
ative, bc,c.luf~ f~lte ilS a principle, and fatill in its 
influence. 

. There are othe,rs whoprofefs to be\i~ve the gof
pel, yet deny what a ~reat number of Chriftians, 
in all ages of tbe churcn of CHP.13T, have placcd 
among its moil cffential dllc1rines. Of this daiS 
are they who deny the true and proper Ddty 
of JESUS CHRIST, and affirm that his blood is of 
no more v;llue to expiate guilt, than the blood of 
any other 1113n. 1 afk, my brethren, how a man, 
who belicye~ JESUS CHRIST to bc ycry and eter
nal GOD, and that there is no redcmption but 
throubh his atolling blod, can dwell together in 
,unity with him, who denies lhe LORD who bought 
him? 'It is iinpnllible in the natur,C of things, be
caufe their ideas of the charlcrer and work of .. , . 

, 

CHRIH arc infinitely different. This difference 
will·fon:e itieIf upon them in their folemn aCts of 
prayer and pra~fe; for one will afcribc divine llOn
~urs to the SON of GOD; the other will call this' 
idolatry. If they are enga~cd in the work of the 
miLIinrr" it will influ~Dce their public prc.ching. 

C One 
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One will exalt CHRIST as a divine perron, Gon 
manifeft in the fldh: the other wIll fay many 
good things of him as a man, a great prophet, a 
te:lcher fent from GOD, a fuper.angelic being, but 
not divine. One will in6ft on the atonement of 
CHRIST as the ollly Jure foundation of a finner's 
hope: the other will lead him to expe& forgivenefs 
from the mere mercy of GOD, and the fincerity of 
his repentance, without an atonement. I might 
trace this difference in many other inftanccs; but 
enough has been {aid to fhew, that they cannot 
walk together in unity, while they thus differ about 
the very eifenct! of Chrillianity. 

I aik again, lIow can hc; who has a tender con
cern for the honour of Cll 'usT as an AUlIGIIT\" 

SAVIOUR, connive at an error of fuch magnitude, 
which, in his view, robs him of his effential dig
nity, and ddtroys the foundltion of a finner's hope 
of forgivencfs? For if JESUS CHRIST be not truly 
and properly GOD, our profpec1s of pardon through 
his one oHc.:ring for fins arc difappointcd, and we 
mult feek fome other method of falvation: And 
the great body of our godly reformers, with the 
noble army of pious martyrs, who fealed thdr reo 
ligion with their blood, were idolaters, and were 
left to die in a mon important error: for tiley be. 
lieved JESUS CHRIST was truly GOD; and as fuch, 
paid him divine honours. And not only they, but 
a crowd of modern Chri!Hans of eminent charac
ter, have left the world in the fame fentiments.· 

.At 

• The late Dr. l\.Ln""., (\f Bollon, bore hit dying lellimony to Iht 
truth or our I.oal;'. divinity, r.ying 10 me, a littl. before billltd, .. I 

" willllevct ""n ".y C""I b~t with ~tl AI.MIGII't'l S.\VIO ...... 
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At the fame time, give me leave to fay, in the 
",'ords of the excellent Dr. AnBADIE, with little 
alteration, "I difiinguiih. ' bet\\~en the per

Ions of our adverfaries, and the rarifc which they. 
plead. Towards the former, I have aU the fen. 
timcnts of love and compafIion, which are due to 
my erring fellow-mortals. 1 admire the parts, the 
learning, and the gifts, which GOD has befiowed 
on fome of them. And though they do manifeft 
violence to the fcriptures, in my view, I would 
not accufe them of fpeaking contrary to their own 
light. ' As to their {ouj~, I ought not to be 
ccnfured for endeavouring to reprefent it in its 
own colours, in all that deformity which .1eceffari· 
ly attcnds an hypothef15, that is contrary to divine 
rcvclation and the fpirit of true religion. This is 
my 6uty, and one rnd of my miniary."· Efpe • 

• 

cially, my brethren, at my time of life. I am not 
4 young man, but am finifhing my miniftry, and. 
feel myfclf under the moil folemn obligations 
to belr my faithful, and, for aught I know, laft 
tdlimony, to the glories of htl\IANU EI., GOD WITH 

US; through whom alone 1 expect crcrlafting life. 

The right of pri\'lte judgment of thefe our mif
taken friends, is undeniable. If, in the exercife of 
it, they embrace the greatefi errors, they mufi an
fwer for it. To their own :Mafter they {land 
or faU. 

Our heart's defire, however, and prayer to Goo, 
is, that they may be brought to embrace the 'Wbol~ 
trutb as it re(peCts JESUS CHRIST, before their feet 

ftumble 
• Deiry of CU11'T dT"nti.llo Chriftianil),. p. J. 
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ftumble 0n the dark moulltains ; and although our 
idclS of him are now infinitely diflerent, that we 
may ultimatelv fee eye to eye, and unite .to adore. 
Him, who hath 100'~d us and wafue-J us from our 
fins in his blood; ,,"lio thought it no rubbery to be 
E<t!iAL WITll GilD . 

• 
• 

1 do not mC.m to fuggefi, by any thing that has 
been faid, that we are .to expeCt to find among 
g~)(Jd men, an exact agreement ;ill rcllgillus fenti~ 
ment and. practice. They. alwa)''i.h~vc diffned 

, .' . , , 
among thel1l[dyes~ about io 1I1 I.! , th~ng.,> of Icfs im-
por1:ance in religion. Thili"we,may rcafonably cx
peel \\:ill'be the caij;) till tha't perl0d fulll arrive, 
when -the ~arth '{hall be filled '\vith t~e~nowledge., 

. . . - . . . . . 
of the LORD. . " ' • • , , . , 

• '. I ........ -. ..•. ~_.r. t-,- f~ •• ,'f 

• It IS a pkciing cl'r'cunHhnce, however ;thllt C,o~ 
h'atTl raiied up f.lhhful withdres in, an ages, '9,'ho 
nave agreed in 'the moft important truths of the 
gofpel.··· " .. ' 

• • 
• , • 

Neither does dwelling together il:l unity fuppofe, 
that they {hould relinquifh any religious opinions 
or practices that they believe to be divine, though 
of comparatively fmall.importance •. :3uch afacri. 
fiee it would be uncandid and urrrcafonablc,to re
quire as a condition of union, and crimina{ to 
make. Nor would it accomplHh'the end for which 
it might be made. On the contrary, it -Would 
create mutual uncafincfs. Chriftians would. natu-, 

rally thip.k hard of each other for '~~qu~ring rUth a. 
[\lrrender 

• 

• Scc Bi!110p NEWTON on the Prophecie5, Dif, xxiv, p. I. 
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furrcndcr of con(cicnce; alld their own minJs 
would moR aifuredly condemn them in a cool hour 
of reficd.ill~, for complying with it. Good men 
muft, at all h.lz;}rds, keep a cQllfcic!llce void of of
fence, bOl h tlJW~lrds Gt ld, and wward;; all men. 

, , , 

\Vlut Jus been hid on this part of the fuhjecr is 
clJually applic.\bJe to Chnllians of aii denomina
tions. Thcr are all equally bound to buy the 
tl"Utb~ .and to {cil it not. 

, , 
" , 

. " . . .. 
Good men, then, may be faid to dwell together 

in unity, when they unite in matters of religion 
a:l tat as 'ther on agree; and when they can unite 
no farther, agn:e to differ, and to allow each other 
the liberty they take of thinking for themfelves. 
hi this <cafe, tt,CtC fuould be no reflc::aions on each 
other; no, not a hard thought fuould be encour
aged by either fide, provided they willi lv main
tain the true fpitit of the gofpel, which allows ev
ery man to bc-f~l\y perfuaded in his own mind. 

, 

But at the far11e time, let me repeat it, that we are 
not permitted to f.n'our the mifiakes of our Chrif
thn friends, or to make light of anr diyine truth, 
however fmall. ' , 

, . , 

I add,nnce more, that d\.,eUing together in uni
ty by no means fuppofes, that we ought not to 
\lfe our beft endelvour:; to convince one anoth,er 
of thofe crrors~ into which we may have fallen. 
This is a duty we owe to each other, which ought 
to ue performed with mceknefs and affeCtion. 

There are fcveral confideratioDs I now beg leave 
to imprefs on the minds of my hearers, that are 

, calculated 

, 
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cakuhteu to promote mutual candour :ur.ong 
Chrifiians. Th'e firft is, 'We ought not to think 
that we ourfdves only are confcientious; but that 
our brethren, who differ from us, are as con
fcientious as we are, and as anxious to know and 
do the will of GOD. 

The fecond is, that the difference among good 
men is mutual. The fault, if fault there be, is alfo 
mutual. Who then {hall be cenfured ? 

• 

TIle third confideration is thi~, There are great 
and good men among the different denominations 
of Chriftiar.<;. '~lhy may we not think that the 
JJORD permit!; thefe differences, that we may have 
an opportunity of cxcrcifing that {pirit of mutual 
forbearance, fo well pleating in his fight, and fo 
beneficial to (ociety ? 

m. It remains that we {bew that it is good and 
plrafimt that brethren dwell together in unity. 

• • 

It feems by the cxprefiions of the Pf.llmift, as if 
he hall in view, at the moment, fome particular 
infiar.cc of brotherly love, as we now have ;
Debold! 1.'rn.t.1 gwd, and hrr..v p/!ofont i; iJ, NC. See, 
lS if he had faid, its advantages exemplified. 

It is good, as it is a Chriftian temp:::r, a love to 
the brethren as fuch ; and is perfec1ly agreeable 
to the ot.'nius of the gofpel, which is love in its na· 
ture ;)nd tendency . • 

It j~ ~()od or pleaf.1nt, as it naturally tends to 
promote happincfs an101l3 good men. A man who 

• 
IS 
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is under the influence of this temper, feels happy in 
himfdf, and fcek3 the happinefs of others. He will 
be ready to forgive an injury to put the moll 
favourable conltruction on doubtful conduct. He 
will be candid tow,ud thole Chriitians who differ 
from him; but he will not be to complJ.ilJ.nt as 

to facrifice any truth or dut)' . 
• 

It is good, that is, ufcful. 'When Chrill:ians arc 

thus united in love, they can accomplifh great 
things in the world, and in the church. They en
courage one another when c:.lled to do or fuffer 
the will of GOD. They are flid to proyokc one 

another to love and good works. Ther can, when 
united, do muc.h towards the relief of the poor 
faints, and the fuppan and general propagation of 
the gofpc1. 'We have a pleating evidence of this 
in the Miilionary Societies in Europe; in which we 
find a moll uncommon union of Chriftians of dif. 
ferent denominations. \Vhatevcr may be the ilfue, 
the union has been both furprifing and delightful. 
They have united in their endeavours to fend the 

gofpcl among th:! pagans, JS a common oufe, with
out regard to thofe Ids matters that difiinguiili 
them as denomir.ations. Thus fhould it be with 

aU good men. They fhould nand fait in one fpirit, 

with one mind {hiving togdher for the faith of 

the gofpel. 

Omitting thofc re£lcc1ions that naturally arife 

from the fubjcct, I {hall conclude with an add refs 
to that church of Chrilt which will, in futur.!, meet 

in this place; and which will this day be recog-
nized 

• 
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llizc:d in the mna publi<: and fulemll manner by 
Un' reveriOnd brother. • 

• 

; • 

•• 

TN the yur 16GS, the Firft B.lpi.Hl Church in 
Bofion, ti-om \\" hich mort of you ba ve been dif. 
miffed, originated in. this town. To-day {he fends 
you back a~ your own ddirc, in conjund.ion with 
our friends from the Second B.lptift: Church in 
BoUon, ~o form a church where {he beg:m. But 
how great the difference between that period and 
this! Then the right of private judgrnent was de
nied; now all is candour, love aIld friwdfhip. 
This evcnt is (urcly providential: to hum:m agen
cy aloue it cannot be afcribcd. 

Thc churches you have left ha.ye difmitTcd you 
with all that Chril1i.m affl!aion, which has arifcn 
from a long and plc.lling acquaintance with you, 
and from your con/hilt cndC.lyour to behave as 
becomes the gofpel: believing, at the (line time, 
that this event will t~rmil1Jte in the better accom· 
modation of yourfc:ves and fJmilie~, and the ad
nncemer.t of the interclls of religion and moral· 
ity. Go and profpcr, and the LORD be with you. 

Your prefent condition is new :wd ·interefling. 
Various duties de\'olvc on you as a church of 
Chrift. The fira and the moll: important to your
felves, your families, and the town in general, is, 
the choice and fcttlcment of a mininer. Be not 
haUy in this matter. Be extremely careful that be 

ue 
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be a man of real, of cxperimcntal rcligion-deciJ
edly in favour of thc doCtrines of gracc, fo called; 
,vho fhall be determined to know nothing among 
you fave JESUS CHRIST and him crucified; and 
who will not fhun to declare the whole counfd of 
Gon, 

\Ve moll: earneftly pray, that the grcat Head of 
the Church may blefs you ,dth a paftor after hi~ 
own heart, who fhail feed you v .. ith knowledge 
and the finccre milk of the word, that ye may 
grow thereby; for whofc happincfs and fupport, 
wc arc perfuadcJ, you will ufe your heft exeqions. 

In the admiffion of perfons into the church, be 
careful to examine thcm, both as to their experi
mental knowledge of the truth. Jnd their lives and 
converf.ltion. In the difcharge of this Flrt of your 
duty you will fwd a great differcnce among candi
dates for admiffion. Some of them wiIl be able to 
gi\'c a clear account of the great thin~~ COD hl'i 

done for them others will corne trembling, lea 
they iliould cat and drink unworthily; and who 
can only fay, WLy1"Ciu I was blind, lliG'"'!"f:c. YO'..l 

who are {hong, will bear the infirmities of the 
weak; and imitate the blefred J ESl'S, who gathers 
the lambs in his arms, and carries them in h;;:; 
bofom ; who will not break the bruifcd reed, nor 
quench the fmoking flax. 

In the exercife of the difcipline of the church, 
be firia and impartial. Never fuffer fin upon 3. 

brother, nor an unworthy member, knowingly, 
D to 

• 

, 

, 
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to fit down at the Lord's tabI(~. Keep yourfelves 
pure. 

Live in lo\"c among yourfclvcs, ftudioufly pre· 
kn'ing the unity of the fpirit in thc bonds of peace. 
Be candid towards all Chrifii:iIIls who differ from 
you. Treat all men with affeCtion and kindncfs. 
And carefully prefervc that harmony in the town 
and betweell the two religious f(lcietics in it, which 
hath been fo plcafingly difplaycd on the preknt oc
cation. 

To conclude. How extremely Battering arc the 

drcumftanccs of Charle1town this day. Behold 
her riting, like thc phenix from her ailies, into ele
gance, wealth and grcatnefs. Our prayer to Go.i 
is, th::.t fhe Olav be as rernal kablt: in future for h'!r 

• 
piety, profperity and happinds, as fhe hath been 
fur her futferings in the day of our national ca· 

bmity. ~IltO his holy keeping we commit you as 
a town, as churches, and as brethren. Live in 
love, and the God of love and peace will be with 
you. To him be glory forever • 

• 
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ADD RES S, 

DtLIVr.kED TO 'tut 

BAPTIST CHURCH IN CHARl.ESTOWN, 

MAY n, 1801, 

AT THUl 

PUBUC R.ECOGNITION BY A COUNCIL OF SISTER. 

CHURCHES. 

BY 'THIJ.I-/.iS BALDWIN, A •• "4. 
, ... TOI. or TifF; SLeDI'll .Ar nn CIIOlell IN ,onON • 

.. ~+:., ,-

'fH£ Churches nl)w cnnwned agreea. 
bly to your requeft, by their mininer.;; :mtl melTen. 
ger~, h.!.ving fully eXlmincJ th: plp~r:i ynu have 
bid bcf<lrl.! them, cilnt.linin~:\11 aCC~):.lnt of all your 
proceeding" I'cLnin: to y,)ur bcc()mi:l~ :t difrinct 
vifible Chur(h ; h:l.\'\! dire~1~j tn~ in th~ir hehalf 
to inform you, tll.!.t they .if'.: fu~ly f.ni3fied with 
your proce-:ding.;, and conii.1cr th':m to hayc been 
regubr and according tll the go(p~l. 

They h:we alii) examined your artides of faith, 
:lnd juJ~; them to contain the leading and eifcn. 
tial doctrines of evangelic truth. 

\Ve 

, 

• 
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\,\'e do therefore, in this public manner, cxprcfs 
our hearty and entire approbation of your faith 

• 

and condua, and willi you a rich bleffing o\.\t of tho· 
houfe of the l.ORD. We viev{ you as a regular 
Church of our LORD JE5l:S CHRIST, yelled with 
aU the powers and privileges which we as Church. 
c:; fcverally enjoy; anu as a token of the Chrifiian 
:1.ficCtion and dlcem of the Chur<:hes l' l , I pre
fent you the Right.Hund if Fdlo.,j7.'.~ 

By this fignificant 1ign, we expreiS the intcrcft 
we fcd in your Illppincfs and profperity; and 
f()lcmnly pledge ourfclves to atlord you every af. 
fiflJ.nce in our power, Jnd \vhich your circum. 
fiances may render ncccfhry; not doubting but .... 
in return we flull receive the fame from you. 
Thefe mutual albranccs, de1,. brethrm, arlfe from 
that long and intimate acqulintance we have had 
with you. Oikn Juve we taken fweet counCd 
together, and galle in company to the houfe of 
GUD i and nothing but a fen(c of duty could 
have reconciled us to this painful p::!!'tial fcparl~ 
tion. M .• y the La R iJ c\-cr preft:r\,~ our union and 
friend!hip. 

From this d3y forward, brethren, you will con_ 
fider yourCd\'e5 lj a city fct on a hm, which can. 
not be hid. 0 that your light may fo fbine that 
others, feeing your good works, may glorify our 
l"athcr, who is in hC;l\'en. 

Much you have already experienced of the di-. 
vine f!;oodnd~ in your proceedings, and much you 
may [till C};pcet, jf you w1lk humbly before GOD. 

. .. Thu 

• 
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Yon will tllerefore permit me to exhort you, to 
• 

!tudy to promote that fpirit of brotherly atfeaion~ 
which at prefent fo remarkably prevails ~mong 
you. , Efpecially ende;wour, in every fuitablc war, . 
to ihengthen and increa{l~ the friendly intercourfc 
fo happily iubfifring between yon and the other 
• 

religious Society in the town.' 

Your iituation, brethrcn, is peculiarly intereft. 
ing ~nd pleaflnt. How often upon occafions like 
the pl'efent, have all the angry paflions been excit
ed, and every difcordant fentiment fet in oppofi. 
tion ; by which means thofe averfions and preju
dices have bcen eflabli!hed, which a lapfe of years 
could hardly obliterate. But here, we behold 
nothing but concord, peace and brotherly affec
tion! Truly this is the LORD'S doing, and mar
vellous in our eyes. 

The uncommon harmony which 113.5 marked 
the whole feries of events rdative to your prefent 
fituatioIl, cannot fail to imprcfs your hearts with 
the livcliefl fentiments of gratitude to the great 
AUTHOR of your mercies, and lead you to icc 
your increafing obligations to live in love and 
peace, fo that the GOD of love and peace may 
dwell with you. 

As he who hath called you is holy; fo be ye holy 
in all m:mner of converfltion and godlinefs. And 
that the befl: of blcffings may ever refl: on you and 
yours, on your children, and on your chiidrcn's 
c;hildrcll, on the other church and congregation iI, 

, 

th~ 
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the town, and on the whole lirael of Gon, we 
will now and at all times mafr devoutly pray. 

And now unto Hit' •• who is able to keep you 
from falling, and at laft to prefcnt you faultlcfs be
fore the throne of hi~ glory with exceeding joy; 
to the only wife G(ID our SA YLOU It, be glory for 
ever and ever. Al\lEN. 

• 

• 

• I 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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LET flowing numbers fweetly rife, 
And wlft our praifcs to the Odes, 
For all the blcffings life beftows, 
And all the joys the GO:;PEL iliows. 

Here in thy COURTS we profirate bow, 
To offer up the folcmn vow; 
To dedicate this S,\CRED 1'1.,\CE, 

And celebrate REDEEMING GRACE. 

Now may the KING of ZION hear! 
• 

His GLORY in this HOUSE appear! 
And, as in lJrilcl's ancient d;tys, 
Accept the offering and the praifi'. 

Here may the jail/Is with TRUTH be fed, 
Pure from the gofpcl's FOUNTAIN HEAD; 

Here let the jimltr hear his doom, 
And timely "flet the 'iN'rath to CGmc." 

o may thy CHURCH, in every place, 
Increafe in numbers :md in grlce ; 
Till all the ranfom'd millions rife 
To iliout REDEMPTION throuGh the fkie5. 

I 
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