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THE apprehenfion. that fome parts of the following Difcourfe may

bave drawn upon its Author the cenfure of fome for whom he feels
affection, has operated with him as one inducement, among others, to
permit it to be made more public. He cannot but hope that a cool,
deliberate perufal of it, and a confideration, at the fame time, of the
1interefting nature of the fads therein related, and the deep impreflion
they-muft have made on the {peaker’s mind, who had contemplated
them in all their diftreffing confequences to his religion and country,
-will effeually efface all unfavourable impreflions, and produce con-
viction that his zeal was honeft, feafonable and well founded,

It muft appear flrange to a man who has impartially marked the
career of abominations which the French government have purfued
for feveral years paft, that they fhould flill find adwocates among fome
Americans, who in the eye of charity are confidered. as incere in their
profeflion of Chriftianity. Moft willingly would the Author invent, for
any fuch among his Chriltian Brethren, apologies which- may in fome

degree excufe, though they can never juffify, their cncouraging the
encmies of cop and religion. It is not difficult to conceive that fome

perfons of this defcription may yet poflefs honeft and goed hearts. 1t
fhould neverthelefs be remembered, that the moft virtuous propenfities
of our nature, when mifguided: by prejudice, paffion, and mifreprefen-
tation of facts, fometimes degencrate into the moft dangerous vices.
Of this nature is the attachment which fome among us continue to
chertth for the Krench Revolutionifts,: This originated in gratitude
for benehts. conferred by the French Monarchy 3 and gratitude cannot
thrive in 2 cold, ungenerous {oil. Gaod withes to the French had be-
come habitual in the bofoms of Americans. And no one felt them
morc {trongly than the Author of the following Difcourfe, till he be-
came acquainted with the hiftory of their perfidies ; il their crimes
roufed his indignation, and confcience forbad that he fhould look with
partiality on the profefled enemies of Gop, and the infidious deﬂroyers
of men. Thofe who were in fitnations moft favourable for carly dif-
covering the atrocity of the Erench rulers, perhaps once looked on him
with the fame mixture of wonder and compaflion, with which he now
regards thofe of his Chriftian friends, whofe prejudices and want of in--
formation, even now inflame them with honeft, mifonided- zeal in the
caufe of the French Revolutionilts. He fatters himfelf, however, that

he did not obltinately refufe information, and fhut his eyes azainft the
hight 5,
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light ; that he did not fuffer his refentment againft the Britith nation
for injuries fuftained during our Revolutionary war, to lead him to
fupport the revilers of Gop, becaufg they were allo the foes of Britain,
It is to be feared that there are fome among us, and even Chriftians
too, who cannot fay thus. DBut 18 ought to be folemnly remembered
that we are accountable to cop for the ule and improvement we make
of our underftanding ; that errors are excufable, only when the means
of information cannot be enjoyed ; and that a chriffian who refufes to
hear and read with candour, and to examine with care and diligence,
and in confequence of fuch refufal ignorantly adheres to the caufe of
‘Injuftice and irreligion, and thereby aids i deftroying chriftian prety
and human happinefs, commits aggravated fin againft Gop; and does
terrible injury to men.

Witn thefe impreflions the Author thought it his duty to paint
ftrongly the atrocities of the French Revolutionills ; to Jabour if pofli-
ble to arreft the attention of the people to whom he minilters, whofe
welfare he has deeply at heart, and to lead them to ferious, candid, and
folemn inquiry. He confefles that his own fears, in view of the wonder-
ful prevalence of licentious principles, and the open and fecree attacks
too fuccefsfully made on our holy religion, are thoroughly alarmed ;
and he conceived the only profpect of effeling our falvation, fo far as
depends on ourfelves, was to alarm the fears of others, and thus roufe
them t an induftrious ufe- of the-means of {elf prefervation. Under
thefe impreflions and with this intention, he compofed and delivered his
difcourfe ; and he believes that events will in a very fhort time evince,
‘that he has not founded either an undue or unfeafonable alarm. If in
the honeft and faithful difcharge of his duty, he fhall have loft fome of
His worldly friends { which, however, he does not believe) or fhall have

cven made to himfelf fome unreafonable enemies, he feels conlctous that

he has wcurred thefe temporary evils in the line of his duty, and he
will-endeavour to bear them with a becoming fortitude, '

T'o thofe who are offended at the plain declaration of the truth, he
will fay with Perer and Jouwn, when commanded not to {pezk,
“ WHETHER IT BE RIGHT IN THE SIGHT OF GOD, TO HEARKEN
UNTO YOU MORE THAN UNTO GODy JUDGE YE.” : :

S ———
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SERMON, @&

PSALM XL 3.

IF THE FOUNDATIONS BE DESTROYED, WHAT CAX
' ' THE RIGHTEOUS DO ?

4

HE hiftory of David, of his fins, of his confequent af
flictions, and of his behaviour under them, was written

and tranfmitted down to us in the volume of Sacred Scripture,
for our warning, inftruttion, and confolation.- The perfonal
trials and fufferings of David, in many inftances refcmble, and
were intended to prefigure, thofe of the Church; and fhe
accordingly often ufes his language to exprefs her condition,
her complaints, and her refolutions. The encmies of David,
of Chrift his Antitype, and of the Church, have ever poficfled
fimilar difpofitions, have had in view fimilar defigns, and in like
circumftances, have adopted and purfued the fame means of
gratifying the former, and of accomplifhing the latter, 1t is
no lefs our wifdom than our:duty to learn from-the expericnce
of others. S : .
The pfalm from which we have feleCted the text, fecms
peculiarly adapted to warn, inftruct, and comfort us in the
prefent times of ferious alarmy aud of real danger. It was
compofed by David, while he was in great peril and diftrefs
from the perfecuting hand of Sanl. It contains a recital of
the advice which he appears to have reccived from fome of his
fricnds, or thofe about him, to flee and hide himfelf from the
deftruétive fnares of his encmies 3 and alfo of the rcajons on
which they founded their advice; and a declaration of his

own dctermination, and of the firong grounds of his hope,
confeiztion
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confolation and encouragement. In confideration of the num.
ber, the malignity, the fecret artifices, the perfeverance, and
fuccefs of his enemies, he is urged by thofe about him, to give
up all further oppofition to them as unavailing, and to retreat
to fome cave in the lonely mountain.  How fay, ye 2o my foul,
faith David to his advifers, flee as a bird to the mountain ? For
lo, the avicked bend their bow ; they make ready their arrow upon
the frong, that they may privily fhoot at the upright in heart*
The enemics of David are here reprefented truly, no doubt,
as wicked and infidious ; as fecretly machinating plots to de-
ftroy both his charafter and his life; and as ejecting their
poifoncd arrows in the dark, fo as to prevent his guarding
againft their cffelts. Whoever will be at the pains to read
the hiftory of Saul’s perfecution of David, will be convinced
of the accuracy of the foregoing reprefentation.

Tue words of the text, which immediately follow the laft
recited verfe, may be confidered as a further defcription of
the real ftate of things, defigned effectually to difcourage and
diffuade David from making any farther efforts to fave his
finking country. If the foundations be defivoyed, what can the
righteous do ?—If RELIGION and GOVERNMENT, the foun-
dations here meant, be fubverted and overthrown, what could
the beft of men, however righteous their caufe, hope to do
to any good effe&t in fuch a ftate of things ¢ There appears
to be a plaufibility in this reafoning. Few men, fituated like
David, could have withftood its force. He beheld his coun-
trv torn with inteftine divifions ; he faw hatred and violence
prevailing 3 confidence between man and man deftroyed ;
treacheries common ; government and laws. defpifed and tram-
pled upon ; religion neglected, and its holy precepts con-
temned 3 its  moft worthy and: faithful minifters, not only
flichted, but four fcore and five of them at one time, cruelly
maffacred by the exprefs order of the king 3t in a word, he
beheld the foundations of religion and government in a Hate
of rapid dccay, and could not but have prefaged their {peedy
and uiter fubverfion, if not prevented by a timely reverfe of
circumftances. Not only was the ‘ftate of his country, as to
its governinent and religion, gloomy and diftreffing, his per-
fonal condition alfo, was cxtremely painful and hazardous.

.Hf
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He knedv that: Saul fecretly prafiifed mifchief againfft him ; that
he hunted his foul to take it ; that his fecret emiffaries watched
Il his movements, and that Saul was:kept conftantly inform-
ed of them.. He knew aifo that his friends were afraid. to
prote® him. ' Trying -indeed ‘mulit have been the fitvation of
David 3 and Chriftians, at the prefent time, whofe views
and feelirigs ‘ifi refpeét to their religion and country hear re=
{femblance ‘to thofe of the pious and afflited Pfalmift, muft
be anxiotus to know how ‘he-.conduéted. He did ¢ not, at
“ the 'inftigation of thofe abont him, like a poor, timorous
“ bird, either fly for refuge to the devices of worldly wil-
“dom ; ‘nor did he deferthis poft, and retire into folitude,”
fo long as he could be of fervice to the caufe of Gon or of
his country. No, "at the period of his deepeft diftrefs, when
affairs feemed to be in'a defperate fituation, he encotraged him-
Jelf in the Lord: br.r God.®t  In the Lord, faid he, put 1 my
truff. *The Lord is- in bis holy temple ; the Lord’s throne it in
the heaven. -Hiy -eyes behold, - and his eyelids try the children of
men. - The Lord trieth the rightequs ; but the wicked and hinm
that !wetb violence, his foul hateth. - Upon the aicked fhall he
rain fnam‘, or burning coals, fire and brimflone and an horrible
tempeft ; this ﬁafl be the portion of -their-cup. - For the: yighte-
ous 'LORD Joveth -1i gbrearynq/} bz'.r countenance dotly l?ebafd the
Hpr:gbtrl- '

Tuese fublime and juft fentiments, ¢oncerning Gop and
the righteoufnefs:-of his government, confoled and fupported
the mind of David,  under the preflure of his woes, and ani=
mated him to 2 holy zeal, diligence, and perfeverance in de-
fending and -promoting the precious interefts of his religion
and his country. My brethren, may the fame truths have
2 like effett on our hearts and conduét at the prefent. time.
To this purpofe let me invite you to confider,

I. OUrR PRESENT DANGERS.

II. OUR GONSEQUENT DUTIES.

‘TuaT our prefent fituation is uncommonly critical and
perilous, all perfons of refleftion agree, though opinions
greatly vary as to the fources and degrees of our danger.
With all the franknefs and plainnefs becoming an honeft and
faithful watchman, I intend, my brethren, to lay before you

what
* I Sam, Xxx. O + Plalmsxt. 1, 4,5, 6, 7,
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what -I huinbly conceive. to: be .our tea} and moft alarming
danigers.;. thofe ;which have :a'malign afpedt; both-'on_our re-
ligious -and--our: political welfare; Believing,as I firmly do,
that the foundations’ of ‘alk-our-moff precious interefls are for.
midably aflailed; and that. the {fubtil and fecret affailants are
increaﬁflg in- npmber, and . are. multiplying, - vapying, qn,d ar-
ranging! their means . of '1ttack, it .would ' be eriminal. in me
to be filenti - ¥ am-compelled to. found; the glarmy and_I will
do 1t, fo !far 33 coD. fhall enable me, with fidelity. * 1. fear
thah holy BEING, who faid to onc of Lis ancignt prophets;
and- who through him addrefles  the. fame ‘language 'to.the
fucteflive Minifters, of his:: Word, Son of . man - I have mad:
zb 2a watehmanunp the, heufe of Iftael ; tbmﬂre hear i'fJe ol
gL iy ﬁzw:t{:, and gzve tbrm. Warﬂwg ﬁ onp, e, }V bm I fag

mzmmrr, nor _/;trrakcﬂ to wars z‘be 'zwcéc'd fram b;.r fwméed my,
16. fave- l:v;.r life:;. the fome wigked man fhall die in, bis ,'tmgmz‘y 3
but-His blood will I veguire. at thipe DLandy - Yet ifithoy warn z‘l(a
avickedy. and he turn-uut from Bis xwz'cieedﬂcfr,gmr Jrom.hls wicked
swayy be fball die in }m‘ m:q:m‘y ' but thou bqﬂ delivered tﬁy
ﬁah.:w-- S N e .

S Ity isi et my, mtﬁntmn to gweuoﬁ'ence to any orie, unlefé;
thc truth {hall offend ; s .and"-the “fhort lived ;and honourable
reproach of fuch oftences, I am wﬂliﬁg to bear. Thofe whole
opinions, religious ox political;: may, not exadtly. coincide with
my_-own, will do me the.juftice to- believe .that; I mean not to
wound their feelings, and that I am'as honeft-in maintaining
my own 0p1n10ns as they can. be in theirs ; ;. and (that 1, fenle
of "duty .only, m the public {tation; which T hold under GOD,
prompts me at this time frecly to declare them. After thefe
oblervations, which I have, thought proper to premife, I pro-
ceed to lay before you,~what.I conceive.to be;our prefent mofc
threatening dangers. _ '

Our d'unms arc of -two kinds, fhol'e v.hlch aﬁ'e& our
religfon;, - .md thofe which affeét our. government. | They are,
however, fo clofely allied that they cannot, with propriety,
be _fepnratcd. 'The foundations which fupport the interefts of
Chriftianity, are alfo ncceflary to fuppert a free and equal

government like our own, In all thofe coyntrics where there
is

v Lzol L1, 15, )
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% little or no religion, or a very grofs and corrupt one, as in
Mahometan and Pagan countries, there you will ind, with
{carcely a fingle exception, arbitrary and tyrannical govern-
ments, grofs ignorance and wickednefs, and deplorable wretche
ednefs among the people. To the kindly influence of Chrifti-
anity we owe that degree of civil freedom, and political and
{focial happinefs which mankind now enjoy. In proportion
as the genuine effedts of Chrifhanity are diminifhed in any
nation, either through unbelief, or the corruption of its doc-
trines, or the negle®t of its inflitutions ; in the {fame propor-
tion will the people of that nation recede from the bleflings
of genuine freedom, and approximate the miferies of complete
defpotifm. T hold this to bc a truth confirmed by experience.
If {o, it follows, that all cfforts made to deftroy the founda-
tions of our holy religion, ultimately tend to the fubverfion
alfo of our political freedom and happinefs. Whenever the
pillars of Chriftianity fhall be overthrown, our prefent repub-
lican forms of government, and all the bleflings which flow
from them, muft fall with them.

Frowm thefe obfervations we may perceive the propriety of
the following paffage in the Prefident’s excellent proclamation,

which comprifes and exprefies our dangers of both kinds men-
tioned, viz. that the moft precious interefls of the people of the
United States ave flill beld in jeopardy, by the boftile defigns and
infidions arts of a foreign nation, as awell as by the diffemination
among them of thofe principlesy fubverfive of the foundations of all

religrousy moval and focial obligations, that have produced incalcula-

ble mifchief and mifery tn other countries.
" THuis paffage contains folemn and affe@ing truths, which

merit our principal, our immediate, and deep regard. The
violent oppofition that has been made to this article in fome
of our Newfpapers, is among the {trongeft proofs that it con-
tains an accurate ftatement of our dangers. The public dif-
clofure of the dark defigns of our enemies, always excites their
refentment.  Yes, my brethren, it is a facred truth, that our
moft precious religious and political interefts are at this mo-
ment imminently endangered, by the hoffile defigns, the infidious
arts and demoralizing principles of a FOREIGN NATION 3 and X
plamnly declare to you that I mean the FRENCH NaTTYON.

Do you afk for proofs of all this? They are {fo abundant,
P and
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and fo flagrant, that T fcarcely know which to fclect.  To fay
nothing oi their long continuzd, and very {uccefsful war upon
owr deicncelids commerce, becaufe this is well known to all,
and is not altogether pecuiiar to the French nation, I pray you
to coniider their inhuman, and, in fome inftances, worfe than
vage treatmeat of thole of our fellow citizens who have fal.
I:n into their hands.  They have nor only wrefted {rom them
tiicir property, but have in many inftances gl;ofs!y infulted,
beaten, and wounded them, and thruft them into loath{ome
pr:fons and dungeens, where muititudes have perifhed by dif
cafc or imnger.

Ir thefe things are infufficient to evince the hoftile defigns
of France towarls this country, let me afk your attention to
the foliowing 1.lt, not gencraily known, and which I ftate
~ from authority on which full rcliance may be placed. ¢ Some
 time ago the French DireCtory fent to St. Domingo, their
“ principal Wift-India poffeilion, an agent of the name of
“ tledouville.  This man on his arrival, you may recollelt,
“ made fome profiflisns of juft ce and amicable conduét to-
¢ wards the United States 3 he notwithitanding {oon equalled
“ his predeceflors in depredations on our commerce.  Lafk
fummer, while Mr. Gorry was fiill in Paris, and the Die
“ retory was {till employing every artifice to keep him there
““and to draw him into an endlefs negociation, Hedouville
“ was preparing to invade the Southern States from St. Do
““ mingo with an army of blacks; which was to be landed
“ with a large fupply of ofiicers, arms and ammunition,” to
excite an infurrcétion among the negroes, by means of mifs
fionaries provioufly fent, and firlt to fubjugate the country
by their afliftance, and then plunder and lay it wafte, For
“ the cxecution of this icheme, he waited only till the Englifn

{1
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“ thould evacuate a certain port in the Hiznd, which lay mott
“ convenient for the expedition.  Dut he was intcrrupted by
£«

a biack general by the name of Touiflant, who drove him
“ from the Ifland, compelled him to embark for France, and
‘ ook the authority iato his own hands.”*

Tiis intelligence comes through a channel which entitles
it vo rredit.  And it inftrudts us how to underftand the pacific
pruicilivis and overtures of the French Government 3 and
H clearly
* Sec note (A)

T
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clearly proves, what has long been belicved by fome, that they
have been, and ftili are, defigned only to veil thie hoftiie and
deteftable defigns of this Government agawnit us; to lull us
into a fatal fecurity, that we, in due time, may fall an ealy
prey to their ambition and avarice. Tnis is the way they
have conqguercd other countries ; and thus they are new at-
tempting to dettroy us. And, my biethren, they will affareat

eftclt their purpofos, if we are nst fioed/y arouded frem ovr
flimbers, and vigorous, active, and unit:d m oppofing their
infidious and fedullive arts. It was her fluwber and bor di-
vifions, both cttefled by French ¢ diplomaiic fkilly” which
ruined Switzerland.* | ,

TuaT fuch arts are now pra&iifing wpon us there is no
room to doubt. It has long been fufpedied thar frerut focieties,
under the influence and dircétion of Irante, hoiding principles
fuoverfive of our religion and government, exifted fomewhere
in this country, This fufpicion was cautiounfly {ug¢efied from
this defk, on the day of the laft National Faft, with a view
to excite a juft alarm, and to put you on your guard againit
thair {ecret artifices.  Evidence that this fuipiclon was well
founded, has {ince been accumulating, ard 1 have now in my
poficfiion complete and indubitable procf that fuch focicties
do exift, and have for many years exifted, in the United
otates. 1 have, my breturen, an ofiicial, authenticated hift
of the names, ages, places of nativity, profifitons, &c. of
the officers and members of a Society of Lhumnnati, (or as
they are now more generally and properly fiyled Jlwminees)
confifting of ene buadicd memiers, inftinted in Virginia, by
the Grand Oricnt of France. This fociety has a depury,
whofe name is on the Lift, who refides at the Mother Socicty
in France, to communicate from thence ail necd’al informa.
tion and inftrudtion.  The date of thair inftitction 15 1584,
before which period, it appears from the private papers of the
European docietizs alieady publifhed, (according to Prores-
sor Ropison) that feveral {oci~ties had been eftabiithed in
Amcrica.+ The feal and motto of this fociety correfpond
with their deteitable principles and defigns. The members

B 2 are

LY

" See M1t D Pan's © it of the Defiru&ion of the 11y tiz Uiiony” 3 work
witich coery American o ehe to reml, v ith g pheation 10 ILS owh Culwuirys
+ Rouiton's Prools, p. 153, Phila, Edit.
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are chiefly Emigrants from France and St. Domingo, with the
addition of a few Americans, and {fome from almoft all the
nations of Europe. A letter which enclofed this lift, an
authentic copy of which I alfo poflefs, contains evidence of
the exiftence of a fociety of the like nature, and probably
of more ancient date, at New-York, out of which have {prung
fourteen others, {cattered we know not where over the United
States. Two {ocieties of the fame kind, but of an inferios
order, have been inftituted by the {fociety firft mentioned,
onc in Virginia, and the other at St. Domingo. How many
of equal rank they have eftablithed among us I am not in~
formed.* _

You will perceive, my brethren, from this concife ftate-
ment of falts, that we have in truth f{ecret enemies, not a
few, {cattered through our country; how many and, except
in three or four inftances, in what places we know not;
enemies whofe profefled defign is to {ubvert and overturn our
holy religion and our free and excellent government. And
the pernicious fruits of their infidious and fecret efforts, muft
be vilible to every eye not obftinately clofed or blinded by
prejudice.  Among thefe fruits may be reckoned our unhappy
and threatening political divifions ; the unceafing abufe of our
wife and faithful rulers ; the virulent oppofition to fome of
the laws of our country, and the meafures of the Supreme
Executive ; the Pennfylvania infurrection ; the induftrious
circulation of baneful and corrupting books, and the confe-
quent wonderful fpread of infidelity, impiety and immorality
the arts made ufe of to revive ancient prejudices, and cherifh
party {pirit, by concealing or difguifing the truth, and propa-
gating falfchoods ; and laftly, the apparently fyftematic en-
deavours made to deftroy, not only the influence and fupport,
but the official exiftence of the Clergy.

The deftruction of the Clergy in all countries is evidently
a part of the French {yftem,} and all their engines are now
at work to accomplifh it. The Clergy have been among the
firft vitims to that fanguinary revolutionizing fpirit which

Nnow

* See note (B.)

T As carly as Decembor, 1793, a member of the National Convention, publicly
avowed 1t to be a part of their plan to wiaibilate all priviiezes, and w ASOLIY
every ECCLESIASTLICAL Hcorper il
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now convulfes the world. In Francé, and in the countries
which fhe has fubdued by her intrigues and her arms, the
Clergy have been in almoft all inftances either deprived of
their livings, feparated from their people, plundered, imprif-
oned, banifhed, or inhumanly maffacred. I have a letter
from a refpetable correfpondent in Europe, informing me,
that when the French, fome years ago, entered Holland, a
proteftant country, and blefled with as pious and learned a
miniftry as any on the globe, one of their firft objeéts was to
difplace fome of their moft refpeftable and influential Clergy,
and to concert meafures for depriving minifters and univerfity
profeflors of their legal falaries. How far they have proceed-
ed in this diforganizing bufinefs I am not informed.*

The fame malignant Ipirit is vifibly at work to deftroy
the Clergy in thefe United States. And what have they
done to provoke this hoftility ¢ Why they have * preached
politics,”+ This, fo far as I know, 1is the principal, if not the
only charge alledged againft them. But is this any new
crime ! Noj it is as old as Chriftianity 3 nay it is as old as
the priefthood itfelf. 'The priefts and prophets under the
Old Teftament difpenfation ; Chrift and his Apoftles under
the New ; the faithful Chriftian Clergy in every age and
every country, have preached politics ; that is, they have in-
culcated fubjedtion to civil magifirates, and obedience to the
faws ; have cautioned the people againft animofities and di-
vifions ; warned them of their dangers, whether from foreign
or domeftic encmies, and have exerted their talents and in-
fluence to fupport the religion and lawtul government of their
country. I appcal to the Sacred Scriptures, and to hiftory
for the truth of what I have afferted. And what have the

Clergy
¥ Sec note (C.)

+ My idca of the pofitics which become the pulpit, I have heretofote given in
an extra® from Bowcher’s Difcourfes, which it may not be amifs here to repeat
By politics, 1 do not mean * the wrangling debates of modern affemblies; debat:s,
which far too often turn entirely on the narrow, feliith, and fervile views of party.
'The term has been, and in difcourfes from the pulpit, cught to be ufed in a much
more cxtendad and more dignified fenfe 3 as comprehending all that long Lift of
dutics which cvery man owes to focicty in his public capacity. Every man s at
Ieaft as much concerned to be a good fubjed, as he 15 to b2 a good nughbour
and fo far is a preacher from being chargeable with being guilty of a coniufion of
dutics, or of afluming a charaCter which does not belong to himy that he acts
{tritly within the line of his profcffion, when he explains as well as he 15 able,
and enforces on the people committed to his care, their prdfic as well as their pii-
vate duties.  Such politics are iterally the bealing woice of chrifiui charity.
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Clergy of the prefent day done more than we have juft fix.
ted ¢ What have they done more than the Clergy in this
country have always done in timus of danger? What more
than has herctofore been required and expeted from them ?
- And yot, for doinz what oaly twenty years ago they were
called upon to perform as a du#p,* they are now cenfured and
abufed, and reprefonted as an exp.onitve, uickfs, ray, even
noxious body of men, In fome of our newfsapers, which
are read by too many with more avidity, and more faith than
the Holy Bible, they are continually reproached and vitified §
and every low artifice is uf.d to lenen their influence and ufe-
fulnefs ; and what is deeply to be lamcnted, this poifon. is
greedily fwallowed, and affilvoufly diffominated by fome even,
who profefs to be the warm friends and fupport.rs of Chrifti-
anity, and of the Chriftian Miniftry. Litile are thefe good
people aware of what they are doing.  Little do they believe
that, blinded by their prejudices, they are in falt aiding with
all their influence, the adverfaries of religion in {ubverting
its foundations ; that they are alting a part dirctly contrary
to their prayers and their profiflions. I would to cop the
veil might be {peedily torn fromn the eyes of fuch Chriftians,
as are ignorantly afliiting to puil down the pillars which fup-
port the chriftian fabric, left they too late deplore their folly

amidft its ruins |
So numerous indeed and bold have the adverfarics of the
Clergy become, fo confident of their firensth, that even in
our legiflature, they have larcly veatured to bring forward
and f{irenuoufly to advocate meafurcs, and publicly to avow
opinions, tending diredtly and alimoft infallibly to deprive. a
great part of the prefent Cleray of regular {upport, and to
difcourage and elzéinally to prevent young men from enter-
ing into the work of the minifirv.y How can we account
for this general, uncommon, and determined oppofition to
the Clergy 7 The decp intereft waich they have taken in
the political welfare of their country, furcly, for the reafons
wc have incntioned, cannot be confidersd either as a good,
much lels 2s an adequate caufe for fuch a mighty effelt. It
cannot

* Sema arenler Toteer addrefTd to the Clhrry of Maftuchuietts, by the Provine
. ¥ . v . Fyan - - .
Clas Cokygeaisy dtnated in Uo vy ol by fage Thankdiving Seraven, page C5-
T oee note (D)
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eannot with truth be alledged againft them that they are de-
ficient in patriotifm j - that they are inimical to freedom, or
that they have any intereft to ferve leparate from that of the
people.  No, my brethren, the true ground of oppofition to
the Clergy of America, at the prefent time is, they are de-
cidedly oppofed to the boflile defigns and infidisus arts of the
French Government.  'They are oppofed to thofe atheiftical,
demoralizing, and deteftable principles, which their emiflaries
are endeavouring to diffeminate in our country, as in others,
to preparce the way for, our overthrow. ‘They are a phalanx
in the way, to prevent the exccution of their impious defigns
vpon us. Thele are the true caufes of the prefent warfare
againft the American Clergy. And I pray cop we may
never fhrink from fo glorious a conteft. I earnclily entreat
you who love Chriftianity and its holy inftitutions, to confider
the nature and confequences of this conteft. Suppofe the
Clergy vanquithed, their influence defiroyed, and their office
abolifhed, agreeably to the withes and defigns of their enec-
mics 3 what becomes of public worfhip ? of the holy facra-
ments ¢ and of the Sabbath ¢ Without a regular Clergy,
the two former cannot be maintained, and the latter would
{foon ceale to be regarded.  And when thefe inftitutions {hail
be abolifhed, the foundations of Chriflianity fink of courle,
and then awhat will the righteous do ?

I am aware that for thefe gloomy forcbodings, and for this
vindication of the Clergy, I may, by fome, be called vifion-
ary, fplenetic, credvlous, and fclfith 3 but, fecling as 1 do
for my religion and my country, reproaches of this kind, 1
thank my cop, are to me harmlefs things. Confcious that
I declare to you only folemn and feafonable truths, I amn per-
fe&ly fearlefs of the confequences.  Reproaches for vindica-
ting my own profeflion again{t the calumnies of the cnemies
of Chrift and his religion, I fhall always deem honorable. 1
am only conceraed, my brethren, left the fituation of the
American people generally, be like that of the poor deluded
Sawifs, previous to their awful and deplorable overthrow, and
which is taus defcribed by their energetic hiftorian i & LThe
inhabitarts, he fays, feemed fearful of being rouled from

their indilerence, and were oflended at preditions meant to
put

4 Mallet Du Paz, p. 109.
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put them on their guard. Woe to him who difturbed the
general quiet by peevifh reafoning on the future, and on the
danger of connexions in which they were finking deeper and
deeper. The majority of the Swils were like thofe patients
who are angry with the phyfician for defcribing to them their
diforder.”

THE conteft which now engages the attention, and flls
with fearful apprehenfions all the civilized world, is fingular
in its kind. ¢ It is a conteft of liberty againft defpotifm ;
of property againft rapine; of religion againft impiety ; of
civilized fociety againft the deftroyers of all focial order.
Thefe terms feebly exprefs the calamities which the principles
and the arms of France have produced in their baleful pro-
grefs ; and which the wounds of a bleeding world will atteft.”

Tuest fame principles, my brethren, which have produced
incalculable mifchief and mifery in other countries, are deeply
rooted and widely fpreading through our. own, and are pre-
paring the way for the armies which have defolated Europe.
Of the effe® of a French army, co-operating with their par-
tizans in this country, we may.form fome idea if we look at
Switzerland. May a merciful cop fave us from fuch awful
calamities !

I FuLLY concur in opinion with an able and pious divine,
as exprefled in a late difcourfe on the fulfilment of the pro-
phecies, that * we are come to what the {cripture emphati-
¢ cally calls THE LAST DAYS;” that “ the laft tyrannical
“ form of government is falling to pieces ;” that * the fourth
 beaft is now dying, and with his pangs convulfing the
“ world ;” that  during his laft agonies the miferies of
““ mankind will every where be great, and greateft on thofe
* nations which have contributed moft to the fupport of the
“ civil and religious tyranny of the beaft.” And I would
fain imprefs on my own mind, and on yours, the folemn ex-
hortation which he fubjoins, ¢ Let us not come near it,
“ for its dying breath is contagious. It is the body of Da-
“ nicl’s fourth beaft that is dying, and infidelity with its
“ natural confequences, war and diforganization, are the

“ plasue by which it is confuming. All wife people will
| ¢ withdraw
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¢ withdraw their embraces, both from the dying body, and
“ the difeafe by which it perifheth.,”*

In this connettion I cannot forbear inviting your attention
to a pafflage in a late excellent difcourfe of the Bithop of
Quebec, which is too pertinent to our prefent purpofe, and
too valuable not to be here introduced. The candid reader,
I prefume, will need no apology for its length, ¢ Judicious
¢ commentators upon the prophecies, he fays, have direéted
“ our attention to the conclufion of the prefent century, as
‘“ the beginning of "a period of great trouble and fuffering to
“ the nations, and of much danger to the general faith of
“ Chriftians. They have even explained the particular na-
““ ture of thofe troubles with an exaltnefs which is truly
¢ aftonifhing. Thefe interpretations of the preditions, it
“ fhould be remembered, were given, fome long ago, and
“ all of them before the commencement of that feries of
“ events which has fo much agitated Europe and the world.”

“ Tae imagzs made ufe of by the facred writers are dif-
“ tinltly interpreted to predit a great defirution, approaching
““ to annibilation of thofe lawful powers that, at the time under
“ contemplation, fhould reign in the earth : a dreadful dimi-
““ nution of the dignity and fplendour of all greatnefs ; a fub-
““ werfion of focial fubordination and of civil government ; and a
““ contempt of all lawful authority. 'They are interpreted to
“ predict that men fhould be let loofe upon each other in defiance
“ of civil power, jufft rule, and legal veftraint.  They are con-
“ fidered as intimating that irreligion, vamty, a total abfence
“ of ferious principle, and a mifapplication of the refinements of
“ civilization, were to produce thefe mifchiefs precifely in thefe
¥ times.t

 'What fhall we fay then to thefe things ¢ Thefe are the
¢ interpretations of the PROPHECIES, interpretations made
“ all of them before the commencement of the events that
“ they defcribe 17

“ Certainly at no period in the hiftory of mankind, has
“ the hand of Gop more clearly appeared to overrule the alls
“ of nations and empires, than in the circumftances which

C “ diftinguith

_ * See note (1))
} Sce more particularly, Mr, King’s Criticifms, tending to winiizate fome pal
f2ges @ the Heb- Scrittures.
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¢ diftinguifh the prefent times ; and in the very firiking and
¢ wonderful manner in which the occurrences which are dai-
“ ly taking place in the world, are fulfilling the PROPHECIES,
““ as thofe prophecies have besn previoufly underflood, and
“ interpreted, by men moft confpicuous for learning and
“ genius |”

“ Under this view of the fubje&t, we appear to be direlly
“led to confider the revolutioniffs of France as {pecially ap-
‘“ pointed to execute the Divine counfels ; as ordained to be
“ inftruments of punifhment ; ating with fearful {everity upon
‘“ the more abandoned of mankind ; and purifying, like a re-
“ finer’s fire, the hearts of thefe who continue 0 bold faff the
“ profeffion of their faith as it was once delivered to the
“ Saints.”

“ The wonderful feries of fuccefles which have {o long dif-
“ tinguifhed the arms of a people beyond example impious,
“ and the facility with which they have {pread their pernicious
¢ principles, and opened a way for their ambitious projelts
““ among other nations, muft have equally perplexed and
“ alarmed the mind of every refle(ting man who has confi-
“ dered the fubje&t in #his light; but viewing them as a
“ scourGE in the hand of Heaven, to chaftife the wickednefs
“ of an ungrateful world, his fears will change their object,
““ and his perplexity will ceafe.”

‘“ By what fteps they arrived at this dreadful pre-eminence,
“is now fufficiently underftood.* The long and infamous
¢ labours by which they introduced infidelity and anarchy;
“ the confpiracy, direfted with remorfclefs treachery, with en-
¢ venomed malice, and with unwearied perfeverance, not only
“ againft all eftablithed forms of Chriftian avorfbip, but againft
“ the Religion of Fefus Chriffy are now known to the world.
“ The progrefs which they have made in this diabolical war-
“ fare is recorded in charadters of blood.”+

If the foregsoing reprefentations be correét, we fhall perceive
that it is our lot to live in perilous times ; in the period when
there fhall be ““ upon the earth diffrefs of nations avith perplexity,
the fra and the waves roaring ; men’s hearts failing them for fear,
and for looking for thefi things avhich are coming on the carth.”

I have

* S ¢ Banwuel's Hilt of Jacobinifin, and Ronison's Proofs of a Confpiracy.
T Bifiop of Quebed’s Thankfgiving Difcourfe, preached Jun, 10, 1799
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. I have thus endeavoured, my brethren, to exhibit a faithful
pl&ure of fome of the dangers with which our rcligion and
our country ar¢ now 1mm1nantly threatened. © Admitting the
reality of thefe dangers, it is natural to 1nqu1re, What are our
CONSEQUENT DUTIES ¢

We.are not to be difmayed or difheartened at the profpeé&
before us. It is gloomy, I acknowledge, but far from being
hopelefs. A ftate of things like the prefent has been long
expected by many pious, reflefting and enlightened Chriftians.

The Wife and Mighty Gop is accomplithing his grand de-
ficns 3 and the winding up of the awful and tremendous fcene

now ating in our world, will doubtlefs be glorious to himfelf.
If then dangers multiply around us; if the foundations of our
religion and govcrnment are aflailed and fhaken; (Gop be
praifed they are not yet, as in many Luropean countrics, de-
ftroyed) let us not like cowards defert our pofts, and flee like o
bird to the mountain. But, after the example of David, let
us encourage ourfelves i1 the Lord, and quit ourfelves like men
in the caufe of cop and our country. ‘I'o comfort and ani-
mate us in the glorious conflit, let us refledt, with the exem-
plary Plalmift, that the Lord ir in his holy temple ; that His
throne is in the beavens ; that bis eyes bebold and his eyelids try
the childven of men ; that He trieth the righteons, but the wicked
and- him that liveth wilence bis foul bateth ; that The ultimate’
portion of the wicked fhall be fnares, fire and brimflone, and an
horrible tempeft ; and that The rightecus Lovd loveth righteoufnefs,
and his ‘countenance beholdeth the upright.

This doftrine of a. Divine f{uperintending Providence, fo
precious to David, and to the people of GoD in every age, and’
{fo neceflary. to fupport #s in thefe eventful and diftrefling
times, it is decply to be regrettcd, is, with other important
truths connected with it, falling into difcredit and negleét be-
fore the impious principles of the new philafephy.  Our pious
anceftors faw the hand of cop in every thing, more cipecially
in all fignal cvents, fuch as peftilence, famine, earthquakes,
war, and other calamities. But it has become fathionable of
hate to afcribe thefe things to the uncontrouled operations of
natural caufes, and to keep out of view the Divine agency.
This has been remarkably the cafe in refpect to the defolating
ficknefs, which has proved a fevere and increafing calamity to

C a2 ouL
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our country. From the difagreement among phyficians as to
the or.3in, nature, and methods of preventing and healing
this malignant difeafe, and from its remarkable progrefs and
increafz, it is very evident that it is brought upon us in judg-
ment, Ly the fpecial hand of Providence, to punifh us for our
fins.  And however attentive and careful we may be to remove
nelaral canfes, which ought by no means to be omitted, yet wé
can have no good reafon to expect that this calamity will ceafe
from among us, till the moral canfes be removed, till we ac-
knowledge the righteous hand of cop in it, and are truly
humble for our fins and reform our lives.

The hiftory of fome of the heathen nations, will 1nﬁru&
and fhame us on this point. The Romans afcribed their good
or bad fuccefs to their ftri& obfervance, or their neglet of the.
public and private duties of their religion. * They received:
public projperities, or public calamities, as bleflings conferred or
punithments infli¢ted by their Gods.” . ¥

We have the teftimony of Cicero, that the Romans “ fur-
¢ pafled all nations in the only point which can be called #rue-
“ awifdom, viz. a thorough conviflion that all things here below
“ are direCted and gaverned by a Divine Providence” While
the Roman people felt the influence of this firft principle of
all religion, they were virtuous, free, and Invincible, - But:
when the Atheiffical do&rine of Epicurus had infinuated itfelf:
among them under the fafcinating title of philofophy, it by de-
grees undermined and deftroyed this great principle, and with:
it that * individual implicity of manners, and enthufiafm of:
“ public virtue ; that chafte regard to the union of the fexes
‘“ by marriage, and pious attention to the improvement of the’
“ morals of the people by religion, which, in all countries are-
“ the ftrong pillars by which every political focicty is fuftain-’
““ed, and its component parts cemented.” The {pread and
influence of the Epicurcan philofophy was the real caufe of that-
rapid depravity of the Roman manners, which terminated in
the ruin of the empire itclf.*

This {fame philsfophy which ruined Rome has been revived
1n the prelent age, and is now widely fpreading its defolations -
over the world. Its contagious influence has reached us, and
15 vifibly marring the foundations of all our moft precious

interefts.

¥ Sie nnte (F.)
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interefts. Th‘e'priﬁciﬁlehs of this'philofoi)hy “ deftroy all -be~
« fore them; and though they may firft inflame the palac:,
“ they will in the end- confume the thatched cattage. .

I have ftrong and confoling hope that the reign of . this im-
]’JIOUS phllofcphy will not be general, or of long continuance,.
in our own country, and particularly in-this part of .it. We.
have, I truft,” many to ftand in-the gap who, in the name.of
the Lord of Hofts, are already oppofing themfelves with. zedl,
and firmnefs, in the ufe of the proper meaus, .againft the-de-
ftrutive torrent, - ‘And this number I truft is increafing’and
will increafe. 'The alarm is givén, the ruined republics of: 'Eu-
rope are exhibited before our eyes as fo many beacons to guard
us againft the rocks on ‘which they have been fhipwrecked,
and the American people.in confequence are roufing, too
flowly and reluftantly ‘indeed, from their flumbers. Many.
good people, howevér, -are ftill afleep, and infenfible to our
prefent dangers. The’Lord in his own time and manner will
open their eyes; and conquer their unreafonable prejudices;
and then they-will-cordially join their prayers and their efforts
againft the common enemy.. But before this fhall be generally
the cafe, there is'reafon to fear we fhall be obliged to drink
deeper than we have vet done of that cup of calamities, min-
gled by a juft cop, of which many of the European nations
are now drinking even to the very dregs.

'To prevent this as far as in us lies, it behoves us to liften
to the voice of Providence in the prefent events, which loudly
warns us to avoid all political conneltion with thofe nattons
which {eem devoted to deftrution; ¢ to watch the move-
ments, and deteCt and expole the machinations of their nume-
rous emiffarics among us; to rejelt, as we would the moft
deadly poifon, their atheiftical and deftruive principles in
whatever way or fhape they may be infinuated among us; to
take heed that we partake not of their fins, that we may not
receive of her plagues. * Let us fear the Lord; live in all
‘“ due fubje&tion to our rulers, and meddle not with them that
¢ are given to change.”

It 1s a duty fpecially incumbent on us at this time, to pro-
mote to offices of truft and influence fuch men only, as have
good principles and morals ; who refpeét religion and love their
country ; who will be a terror to evil doers, and will encourage

fuch
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fuch.as-do well. --If ever the time fhall come-when the new
philofaphy fhall obtain afcendency over. public opinion, dnd-mes
who have embraced its principles, fhall be ableto controul oy
ftate and national counlels, *¢ America muft drink the éup of
Babylon. Then 'fhe will ‘become a limb of the beaft, whofe
body cop hath faid fhall be given to the burning flame.”*

" L=t us not then bzcome enamoured of: this vain and impious
philofophy, nor imagine that infidelity is any mark |of pro
found thinking, or of acute penetranon “ A littl¢ philofophy
(falth Lord Bacon ) inclineth men’s minds to atheifm ; but depth
in philofophy bringeth men’s minds about to religior.”  Chrif<
tianity can reckon among her {upporters and advocates many
of the brighteft ornaments of our race, men of thie moft thin-
ing talents, the deepeft refecarch, and the moft profound and
extenfive learning that the world ever witnefled. - Let this re-
ligion then, which ftrengthens all the motives of virtue; binds
together the members of fociety, and whofe doctrines and:
precepts tend in the higheft degree to promote univerfil hap-
pinefs, be the ¢ ancHoR of all our hopes; and let. us never
forget the infeparable connedion that exifts between the -mrtupr
which flow from it, and the profperity of our. country

* ‘STRONG:
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NOTES.

Note (A.) page 10.

THE foregoing Extra@ 1s from the honourable R, G. Harper’s
Sketch of the principal alls of Congrefs, during the [effion which clofed
the 3d of March lalt, and is dated at Philadelphia, March 20, 1799.
He adds,

¢ This {cheme came to our knowledge in the following manner.
A very rich fhip from the Eaft Indies, valued at nearly feven hun.
dred thoufand dollars, was taken Jaft {ummer by one of Hedouville’s
privateers. The owners, merchants of this town (Philadelphia)
employed a man of honor and charater, well known here, and
well acquainted in the Weft Indies, to go and endeavour to pur-
chafe the thip, at 2 low rate. He went to St. Domingo for that
purpofe ; and while there, converfed with fome of the black officers
who were to be employed in the expedition. As he {poke their
Janguage well, he was led to cultivate an acquaintance with them ;
and from them, in their moments of conviviality, he learned the

proje. [ have it from him, through a perfon of the bigheft confidence.”

Note (B.) page 12.

In my difcourfe on the National TFalt,* May gth, 1798, after
giving fome account of Rosison’s Proofs of a Confpiracy, &c. a
work which had then jult arrived in America, 1 faid, ¢ There are
too many evidences that this order (the flluminati,) has had its
branches eftablithed, in fome form or other, and its emiflaries fe-
cretly at work in this country, for feveral years paflt.”

Being often publicly called upon for evidence to fupport this in-
finuation, 1 engaged, when my health and leifure would permit, to
lay it before the public. 'This engagement was 1n part fulfilled, in
the Appendix of my Thankfgiving Sermon of Nov. 29, 1798,
Note, (.) p. 73, to which I refer the reader.

Since this 1 have received a letter from Prefident DwicuT, cone
firming the fact which he had afferted in a note to his Difcourfe on
the 4th of July, 1798, viZ. that * [luminatifm exifls in this coun-
try ; and the impious mockery of the Sacramental Supper, delcribed
by Mr. Rosisont{ has been alted here.”” Knowledge of this fact
was received by Prefident Dwicur from an unqueltionable fource.
He fays that, ¢ his informant, a refpeétable Free Mafon, declares,
that among the Higher Orders of Malons in this country, this picce
of llluminatifm (meaning the mockery of the holy Supper) is, at
times, I know not how often, pradtifid. The gentleman from whom
I have the intelligence informed me, that this fa& was a decifive
proof of llluminatifm i America, as the celebraton of the Sacred
Supper, was not, in any fenfe, a part of the rites of the original

Mafoary,

' Page 22, + P13~ and 2%, Phita, Tldit,
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Mafonry. Of this I know he muft be certain ; as being one of the
principal officers of the Malonic Brotherhood.”

But if all this evidence, added to that which arifes prima facie
from the exilting ftate of things ; from the wonderful and alarming
change which has been {uddenly and imperceptibly produced too
gencrally in the principles and morals of the American people, be
infufficient to convince and fatisfy candid miads of the a&ual exift-
ence, and fecret and extenfive operation of [lfuminatifm in this coun-
try, the -following documents which were received -through a moft
refpetable channel, and for the authenticity of which I pledge my-
{elf, moflt, 1 conceive, remove every doubt remaining on the minds
of reafonable men. If any branches of this Society are eftablifhed
in this part of the United States, the members no doubt will feel
irritated at this difclofure, and will ufe all their fecret arts, and open
endeavours, to diminifh .the importance of thele docaments and the
reputation of him who makes them public. ‘As to the latter, 1 feel
little concern, having made up my mind to facrifice every thing I
poflefls, and even my life, if neceflary in the caufe of my religion
and my country. DBut I am anxious to guard the public againft the
artifices of defigning perfons which may probably be ufed to leffea
the importance of evidence adduced in confirmation of faélts of in-
finite moment to their welfare. 1 earneftly invite the readers un-
prejudiced attention to the following documents.

- —.-..—*———-—- o

TRANSLATION OF THE ORIGINAL LETTER.

At the Eaft of the Lodge of Portfmouth
in Virginia, the 17th of the gth month,
i in the year of (V.. L.~} True Light
5708./.°
The (R.-, L., Ple.*, Fle.".} refpeable French
Provincial Lodge, regularly appointed under
the diftin@ive title of wispom, No. 2660 by
the Graxp Oriexnt oF FraxcE.
TO
The (T.~. R... L. very refpe@able Trench
Lodge, The Union, No. 14, conflituted by
the Grand Orient of NEw-Yorx.
S... oo Voo
TT.'. CC.«, and RR.-. FF..

"The plate or opening (/a planche) with which you bave favoured
us 1n date of the 16th of the 2d month of the current year (Mque.*.)
Mafonic, came to us but a few days fince. 1t was laid before our
(R L.v) velpectable Lodge, at its extraordinary feflion on the
14th inft.

We congratulate you T'T.+. CC.-. TT.*, upon the new Conftite-

tions or Regulations which you have obtained from the Grand Ori-
ent
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ent of New-York. We will therefore make it our pleafure and
duty to maintain the moft fraternal or intimate Correfpondence with
your (R.. L..) refpedtable Lodge; as alfo with all the rcgular
Lodges who are willing to favour us with theirs.

It is on this ground (a e tifre) that we think it our duty to
inform you'of the eftablifiment of two new Mafonic Workfhops
{attellieres) tegularly - conftituted and inftalled according to the
French ritual, by our Provincial (R... L...) refpe@able Lodge ;
one, mote than a.yedr fince, under the'title of Frrenpsuir in the
Eaft fide of the -Peterlbnrg in Virginias the other more recent,
under the title of PerrecT Equarirty, in the Eaft of Port de
Paix in the Ifland of St. Domingo. - -

We herewith tranfmit to you fome copies of our lift ( Tableau ) for
this year, which our Lodge prays you-to-accept in return for thofe
which it hath received from your Lodge with thankfulnefs.

May the Grand Archite& of the Univer{e blefs your labours, and
crown them with all manner of fuccefs. ~With thefe fentiments we

have the favour to be
P L. N Mo Q. Vor, Bt Co
~ TT..CC. ATT.. RR. FF..
| Your very aﬁ'e&ion’ate: FF.-.
| By order of the very refpectable
Provincial _Lodge of Wispon,
gy,

Secretary.
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“____-__—.“—-————_— ——— -

F. F. Dignitaries.

VinerasLE—PETER VALENTIN DAVEZAC, inhabitant
of St. Domingo, born at Aux Cayes, aged 44 years, member of the
lodae Perfeded Reafon, O. (Ealt) of Petit Tron. R.

1t Overseer—LOUIS PATRICOT BORDENLUVE, in-
habitant of St. Domingo, born at Lavaur, aged 47, member of the
lodge of Solitude, Q. (Laft) of Terrier Rouge. R. #e,

2d Overseer—]JOHN BAPTIST FOULON, merchant, of
St. Quentin, aged 54. R.

OraTtor—JOSEPH ANTHO\IY DUFORT, doé’tar of medi-
cine, inhabitant of St. Domingo, born at St de‘CE]ln, aged 41.
R. ¥. |

SeckeTARY—]JOHN ANTHONY GILEU, notary at Port-au-
Prince ; born at Marfeilles, aged 44. M.

Troasurer—VINCENT PARLATO, phyfician, (Md.) born
at Naples, aged 41. R. 3k.

MaSTER OF C.EREMOHIES——-JOSEPH MAGAGNGOS, phyfici-
an, (Md.) born at Toulon, aged z3.

TerrisLE—LOUILS SAUTEJEAU phyfician, {Md.) born at
Nantz, aged 30. M.

it ExrerT—JEAN BAPTISTE CAPAMAGY, phyfician,
(Md.) born at Conftantinople, aged 42. R. 3.

2d Exrrrr—]EAN BAPTISTE MARIE BONNEAU, in-
habitant of St. Domingo, born at Marfeilles, aged 39, M.

StewarD—GEORGE FERTE, do&or in medicine, inhabitant
of St. Domingo, born at Ham, aged 71. M.

AsstsTANT SEcrRETARY AND KEEPER OF THE SEALs AND Ak-
cuives—LOUIS DECORMIS, Senior Dire&or of the French -
Hofpital, born a Toulon, aged 35. R.

Lx-FPenerable,
L. T. C. F.
Undoubtedly intended for le tres cher frere,
| The much eficemed Brother,

PIERRE JULIEN, jun. chief engineer of State, inhabitant of

Port-au-Prince, boern at Bourdeaux, aged 46 years. M.

| Refrdent Memlers.

BERNARD MAGNIEN, merchant, botn at Lunenville, aged

2. R. W5,
) ALEXIS REMOQUIT, Senior Sea Captain, Merchant, born at
Toulon, aged g4, Member from the L. of St. John of Scotland, to
the O. (LEalt) of Marfeilles. R. k.

GEROME DUBORD, buin at Meu]am in France, aged 39, M.

PIERRE GERMAIN, Inhabitant of St. DUL’HIDIU, born at
Marfcilles, aged 37. R. .

THOMAS CROWZEILLLES, Meichant at Cape-Irancors,
born ar Lagteen, aned 5o, R, -,

7 D 2 JEAN

/
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JEAN PIERRE LA PIEROUSSE, phyfician, {Md.) born at
Bolenve, ased 18 years, k.

AU(JU{) I'IN PIERRE TAXIS BLAIREAU, Lawyer,
born at Paris, aged 63. M. FEcc. |

JOLIN COX, Seft Captatn, born at Bermuda, aged 40. M.

ANNE T R;'EN”OIS DRIFFAULT, Notary "of St. Domingo,
born at Loche, near Touwrs, aped 32, M.

HENRY DICKSON, Sea Captain, born in Lngland, aged
49. L. |

WITRE WILLIS, Sea Captain, born at Bermuda, aged 4o,
R. %. .

GEORGLE MORPHY, Sailing Mafler, born in Ireland, aged
32 M.

WILLIAM VVARD, Mafter Taylor, born at Princefs Ann in
Virginia, aged 31

MATTHEW HAREY Phyfician (Md) born at Langeindhall
in Scotland, aged 31: M: P

1.OUIS MARECHALL, Watch-MaLer, born at Bruxelle,

aged 40: C:

JOSEPH MEYF REN, inhabitant of St. Domingo, born at Alix
in Provence, aped 47: M: P:

HATISE MILLER, Ship Captain, born in Denmark, aged
43: M:

PIERRE ARMAND LANDRY, Jeweller, born in Connei-

cut, in America, aged 44: M:

CHARLES BAILLE, Phyfician (Md) born at Senne in Pro-
vence, aved 39: M:

ROBERT DIEUDONNE GAGNERON, inhabitant of Gua-
daloupe, born at the fame place, aged 62. M: Ecc:

ETIENNE FAURE, Baker, born at St. Domingo, aged 132.

M:

JAQUE LAROQUE, Doétor in Medicine, born at Mazelle
de Mirande, aged 50, M: Ecc:

ROBERT SHELTON, born at New County in Virgini,
aged 24 :

. LOUIS ETIENNE DURAND, Merchant, born at the Ifland

of St. Croix, aged 28 years. C:

MJ%HN TRIMBLE, inhabitant, born in Ireland, aged 49 years.
JOHN SMITH, inhabitant, born at Norfolk, aged 64. Ecc:
RICHARD OWENS, Ship Captain, born in ‘the County of

Norfolk, aged 29 years. C:

HUL?UET Semor Military Officer, born at Verfailles, aged

42. M:

F. Servant.

LOUIS SENECHAL, T‘lylur, born at Abfﬂ. ca the Summn in
Picardy, aged 40 years, Ap:
Dt‘l’r’gfl_fﬁ
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Delegate from the Lodge at the Grand Orient of France.

The very dear Brother LAURENT, Ship Builder, Oﬁcer of

the Grand Orient,
Addrefs of the Latfge Wifdom.

To the very dear Brother Secretary of the Lodge Wifdom at hlS
ufual Refidence at Norfolk in Virginia.

I—

In junﬂfan

The Provincial Lodge of Wlfdom, aiTemblcs itfedf regularly every
firft Monday of each month.

Non Refident Members.

LOUIS VALETIN, Do&dr of Medicine, born at Soulange,
aged g40. R. .

LOUIS CLAUD HENRY MONTMAIN, Inhabitant of St.
Domingo, born at Tonnere, aged 57—. R. .

JEAN JAQUE DARRAS, inhabitant of Guadaloupe, born at
Pont St. Efpri, aged 43. M.

JOSEPH VINCLNT, inhabitant of St. Domingo, born at Mall-

tre, aged g4: C:

LOUIS MAXIMILLIAN MILLET Commiffary, emploved
in the fervice of the French Republic, born at Parts, aged 26. M.

JEAN JAQUE LATOUR, employed 1n the fervice of the
French Republic, born at Luire, aged 28. M.

ANNE NOURRI, cmployed in the fervice of the French Re-
public, born at Rochelle, aged 26: M:

DON JEUX, fenior captain of infantry, merchant at Northamp-

ton, born in Lorrain, aged 45.

JOSEPH BERMO TTE, merchant at Charlefton, born at Ar.
ras, aged 46:- M: P:

CLEMENT RICHARD, trader at New Caflle, born in
France, aged 51: M: P:

HONORE NELLI, merchant at Edenton, North Carolina,

born in France, aged 61: C:
JOHN CONTON, chemift, refident at Charlefton, born at Mar-

{erlles, aged 63. C.
MATTHEW WILLIS, inhabitant of Virgata, born in the

county of Norfolk.
WILLIAM HOFFLER, refiding in the county of Norfolk,

born in Virginia, aged 46 years. M.
PIERRE DABADIE fentor, fhip captain, born at Bayonne,
sped §1: R ¥
MAYER DARKIN, Merchant av Petesfburg, born at Derlin-in
Pruflia, aged 61: M:
BEIL.GULT,
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BLOUET, curate of Jacmel, in the Ifland St. Domingo, born i
Britany, aged 43: R: ¥:

OLIVER AIMABLE COURSATT, born at Havre, aged
43: R: ¥s:

CHARLES HE RVIEUX, fea captain, born at Dieppe in Nor-
mandv, aged 38: R: 3¢

JACOB ABRAHAM, merchant at Richmond, born in Poland
aged 65: El:

JOHN SANS inhabitant of Yoik, born at Bayonne, aged 40

El:
PIERRE VERGNE, merchant at Philadelphia, born in France,

gged 61. R, 3%,

ANTOINE TROUIN merchant at Richmond, born at Toulon,
aged 41. R, %,

NICHOLAS PETIT, fhip captain, born at Sanmur, aged 34.
R, ¥,

MORDECAI chemift and merchant at Richmond, born at

Poland aged 66. M. P,

AUBIN DE LA TFOREST, merchant at Richmond, born at
Rochefort, aged §8. M.

FRANCOIS VIGIE, merchant, born at Montpell:er, aged 30,
M:

FRANCIS GRUATU, inhabitant of Petit Goave, in the Ifland
of St. Domingo, born at Paris, R, #. |

FRANCOIS DOMENGEOD, inhabitant of Miragouane, Ile
of St. Domingo, born at the Ifle of France, aged 39, R: »¢:

GABRIEL DESIRE NICHOLAS, inhabitant at Aquin,. m
St. Domingo, born 1in the fame quarter, aged 32, M :

JOSEPH NICHOLAS DUHAMAU, inhabitant ot Miragou-
ane in St. Domingo, born (au fond des Negres) the fame quarter, M :
- PIERRE FRANCOIS ELIE LOLAIGNE; inhabitant of
Miragouane, St. Domingo, born at Logan, the: fame Ifle, aged 375
M

JOSEPH MARTIN, Merchant at Alexandria, born at Digne
in Provence, aged 48, M: P':

JEAN MARAULT DUPONT, Merchant at Miragouane St.
Domingo, horn at Caltel, Moron, aped 49, M :

GUSTAVUS ADAMUS RESTINIUS, Sea Captain, 2
Swede, born 2t Diftad tn Sweden, aged 45, M:

JACQUES BOUTEILLIER, “Lieutenant of a French veflt;
born in the Department of the Moz:.ll:., aged 0, M:

FORZI1, Do&or in Medicine, born in Ville Entardenots, De?
partment of Maine, aged 37, C:

FRANCOIS BPRTHOM Dodor in Medicine, born at Pe-
lerin pear Nantes, C:

JOSEPH NATHAN, Mcrchant, Anx Cayes St Dommﬂf},
bern at Libourne in Tufcany, ased 29, R :

NICHOLAS HEMNEQUHM, born at Mcz, department of

Muedly sged 25, M P

Crsilk

a du b
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CESAR AUGUSTA DERVEZ, dofor in Medicine, borm
at Lochelle, department of Aifne, aged 35, M :

JEAN BAPTISTE CABRIT, Doé&or in Medicine, borﬂ at
Cabrit, department of Loz and Gironde, aged 35, M :

LOUIS PROUVEUR, merchant, born at Havre, aged 29, M's

JEAN JOSEPH BONNAUD, inhabitant of T'ort Dauphin
St. Domingo, born at Tourbes in Province, aged 38, Ap:

ETIENNE ROC@E PLANE, merchant at St. Domingo,
born at Siotat in Province, aged 28, App:

PIERRE RESCANIERE, inhabitant of St. Domingo, bora

in Languedoc, aged 35, Ap:
CHARLES DE SAINT LAURENT, Marine officer of

France, born.in Britanny, aged 31, M:

JEAN CLEMENS, doétor in Medecine, born at Lifle, aged
37, M: P:

JEAN FRANCOIS XAVIER DANIEIL, Marine Ofhicer,
born at St. Malo, aged 37, C:

LOUIS GINAT, Marine Officer, born at Geneva, aged zg,
M. P:

JUETTE, Merchant at Baltimore, born in Normandy, aged 34,
Ap:
- MARTHURIN PIERRE COUSSY, inhabitant of St. Do-
mingo, born at Nantes, aged 40, M: P:

LOUlS HAMEL, Sea Captain, born aged ——— M :

RICHARD RIMBAUD, Merchant, born at Bourdeaux, aged
31, Ap:

HONORE MOVIER Sea Captain, born at Marﬁ::lles, aged
39, M :

BERTRAND LANGE, jun. born at Bayonne, aged 29, M:
Ecc ;
. FRANCOIS FRAISSEL, born at Toulon, aged 28, M :

L o il . i, il

Men believe their eyes
fm ther than therr ears.

]/Je way by precept zJ' long,

By order of the wery Refpedlable

Lindlee.
GIEU,

decrelary.



( 32 )

EXPLANATORY REMARKS.

F ROM the preceding documents we learn that the Lodge of 7.
dom, eftablithed at Portfmouth in Virpinia, s a branch of the Grand
Orient of France ; and confifts chiefly of foreigners, and thefe French-
men from France or her Welt-India dominions ;3 that it was infhty-
ted as early as 1786,* and was at that period the Two THOUSANS
S1X HUNDRED AND siXTIETH branch from the original ftock.

We further learn that there is a fifter Lodge at New-York, called
the Grand Orient of New-2ork, which from its name and the num-
ber of Lodges it has inflituted, is probably the firft and princi.
pal branch which the Mother Club in France has cftablithed in
America. From this New-York Lodge iflued the ZFreach Lodge,
called. the UNION, to which the preceding letter was addrefled,
which appears to have been conftituted about a year ago, and was
the fourteenth branch from its fecondary ftock.. The places where
thefe 14 branches exift we are left to conjeéture from their fruits.

From the documents it alfo appears that there is maintained an in-
timate and fraternal correfpondence between the varions branches of
this fociety in America and St. Domingo, and alfo with the Grand
Orient of France, where there is a regular deputy from the Lodge
ef Wifdem in Virginia ; and that they interchange lifts of the names
of their members, with fuch defcriptions annexed, as are well cal
culated to make them known to each other.

The belt informed Free Mafons among us, who have feen the
preceding documents, difclum thefe focieties. The titles of fome
of their Dignitaries, their feal and motto, they declare are not Ma-
fonic.  'Thefe focieties have prefumptuovfly affumed the forms of
Mafonry ; but are not of the order of true and good Mafons, They
arc impoftors. S

The Lodge of Wifdom, a Il of whofe members is here given,
confifts of one hundred. It appears that there are fixteen other So-
cieties, including the Malonic Work-thop at Peterfburg in Virginia,
which feems to be of an inferior grade, fomewhere among us j ad-
mitting that they all confilt of an equal number of members, there
are no lefs than feventeen hundred of thefe Iluminati among us, all
‘bound topether by oath and the molt intimate correfpondence. Nay
there is too much reafon to fear that the many thoufands of French-
men who are {cattered through the United States, particularly fouth-
ward of New-Iingland, are combined and organized (with other
foreigners, and fome difaffeGted and unprincipled Americans) in thefe
Societies ; and are regularly inftructed and directed by their mafters
in France, and that they are in concert, fyftematically conduéting
the plan of revolutionizing this country.

The principles and obje@s of this Society are in part deducible
from their Latin Motto, and their horrid feal; but more fully from
a recarrence to Profcffor Kobifon’s and the Abbe Darruel’s accounts

of the inftitution, principles and objelts of the Grand Oricnt of
Trance 3

* '} hiz appears {rom the Seal,
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France ; for the {treams muft always partake of the qualitics of the

fountain.
The Moo of this fociety is remarkable.  Amplius homines, osulis

quam auribus credunt.  lter longum eff per precepta, breve et efficax per
exempla.  Litcrally rendered, it 1s thus:  Men believe their eyes
farther than their ears. The way by precept is long, but fhort andck
efficacious by example.” The fpirit of the motto is better exprefled
in the following more liberal tranflation, “ Men more readily be-
lieve what they fee than what they bear. They are taught {lowly by
precept, but the effe& of example is fudden and powerful.”

This infcription, it may be prefumed, was chofen as indicative of

the primary objets of the Soicety. It was formed then, not for fpe-~
culation but for adtivity. Precepis are {corned, while afions are con-
fidered as the only effe®ual mode of teaching mankind, and of pro-
ducing a change in their opinions. 'This is clearly the objedt, if the
infcription has any meaning. If the opinions of men refpeéting go-
vernment and religion are not thofe which are to be changed by the
{cenes now pafhing befare their eyes, what is the obje& ? The Soctety
alone can anfwer. Their own actions as a fociety furely cannot be
intended, for the very exiflence of the Society is defigued to be a
Jeeret,  'The changes which they can produce by feeret influence and
inirigue, the novel arts which they can thus exhibit before the eyes of
men, are doubtlefs to be the efficacious means of teaching men the
new fyltem of philofophy, which fets at defiance, and contemns all
old and fettled opinions, by which the government of nations and
the condudt of individuals have heretofore been direed.
- The Seal of this Society 1s doubtlefs intended as a further indica-
tion of their defigns ; and an infpection of it in this view, will induce
one to believe they muft be of the moft horrid nature, I have cauf-
ed an exa& copy from the original to be annexed, becaufe no de-
fcription of mine can do it juftice. It may probably be emblematical
of one of the rituals of the Grand Orient of France, which 1 here
recite from Profeffor Rosrson, as the beft comment upon it.

¢ A candidate for reception into one of the higheft Orders, after
¢ having heard many threatenings denounced againit all who fhouid
“ betray the Secrets of the Order, was conducted to a place where
“ he faw the dead bodies of feveral who were faid to have fuffered
“ for their treachery. He then {aw his own brother tied hand and
“ foot, begging his mercy and interceflion. He was informed that
“ this perfon was about to fuffer the punifhment due to this offence,
“and that it was referved for him (the candidate) to be the inftru-
‘ ment of this juft vengeance, and that this gave him an opportunity
‘ of manifefting that he was completcly devoted to the Order. It
‘“ being obferved that his countenance gave figns of inward horror,
“ (the perfon in bonds imploring his mercy all the while) he was
“ told that in order to fpare his feelings, a bandage fhould be put
¢ over his eyes. A dagger was then put into his right hand, and
“ bemng hood-winked, bis left hand was laid upon the palpitating heart

“of the criminal, and he was then ordered to {trike, He inftantdy
L ‘* obeyed ;
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¢ oheyed 5 and when the bandage was taken from his eyes, he fawy
¢ that 1t was a lamb thet he had itabbed.  Surely fuch trials and fuch
¢ wanton cruelty are fit only for training conipirators.”’*

Bur we cannot with certataty and dCLUI:lC)' determine what are the,
principles and objedts of this extenfive aflociation without recurring
1 the accounts & hich Profefior Robifon and the Abte Darruel have
giren us of the priaciples and objels of the Grand Orient ry"Francc.
This 1s a fubiedt of great momcnt, and requites more attention than,
I have at 1rLft.nL cither healith or leifure w beftow. 1 1ntend not 1o,
Jofe ficht of ity however, and will, as cavly as poflible, lay before the
public fuch a view of the originad Inftitution, as the two foremention.
ed works and other docements fhall formih, I will only obferve,
here that it appears from Profeflor Robifent that about eight years
before 1he Revolution in Fraoce, the Duke of Orleans, whofe cha.
rafler 1s ¢ flained with every thing that can degrade or difgrace hu-
man pature,”’] had the addrefs, by means of much intrigue and ma-,
ny bribes and promifes to procure himfelf ele@ed Grand Malter of
Trance, and to get under his direction all the Jmproved (another
word for Hluminated) Lodges of France. ¢ The whole aflociation,
fays Mr. Robifon, was called the Granp OrigEnT of France, and
in 1785, contained 266 of thefe Lodges.§ 'Thus {adds Mr. Robi-
fon) tae Duke of Orleans had the management of all thofe Secret
Societies ; and the licentious and irrelipious fentiments which were
currently preached there, were fure of his hearty concurrence. The
fame intrigue which procured him the fupreme chair muft have filled
the Lodges with his dependents and enuffiries ; and thefe men could,
not better earn their pay than by doing their utmoft to propagate in-
Jidelity, immorality and smpurity of manners.” | '

From a work written by a Mr, Lefranc, Prefident of the Semi-.
nary of Eudifls at Caen mm Normandy, the 2d Edition of which was
publithed at Paris, 1792, 1t appears that the Author has, from a col-
lection of papers which had fallen into his hands upon the death of
friend, made important difcoveries concerning the principles and
vicws of this affociation. * The perufal of thefe papers, he fays,
filled him with aftonifhment and anxiety. For he found that doc-
trines were taught, and maxims of condu@ were inculcated, which
were fubverfive of rehigion and of all good order in the ftate; and
which pot only countenanced difloyalty and fediuon, but even in-
vited 1t.”q '

That there are branches and confiderably numerous too, of this
infernal aflociation in this country, we have now full proof. That
they hold and propagate fimilar do@rines and maxims of condué 15
abundantly evident from what is pafling continually before our cyes.
T'hey even boaft that their plans are deeply and extenfively laid, and:

capnot

* Rob. p. 235, 270, 279, Phita. Edit. $ Ibid. p. 274
£ln t‘ﬂq number are prn‘.mbl)r included the Lodees m France on'y, othervafe

the airedle mede have been wtendhnely roped, i crder to have had the fee
o fond ol red and frzeih elablidied dn Aadierica i 1786,

i Robion, . 272, ¢ thid. p. 282,
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cannot be defeated, and that fuccefls is certain, If then, Americans,
we do not fpeedily rake for our motto, Pigilauce, Union and ASivity,
and ac accordingly, we mauft expe& foon to fall ictims to the arts
and the arims of that nation, ¢ on the utle page of whofe laws, as
well as on its f{tandards, is written the emphatic and dcfcriptive

motto of ‘
 HAVOC AND SPOIL AND RUIN ARE OUR GAIN.”§

Nore (C.) page 13.

A Letter from Holland, an extra& of which is now before me,
informs, that fince the French had taken pofleflion of that country,
¢ the people were not called together as formerly by ringing of bells,
and minilters were not permitted to wear a band or other diltin&ive
ornaments, without the walls of the church.”

Letters from a correfpondent, in Edinburgh, alfe in my pofleflion,
dated January 27, 1797, fay,

‘ The Rev. Dr. Hinlopen, a worthy minifter of Utrecht, was fuls
pended {ome months, by the prefent rulers in Holland ; but this oc+
cafioned fuch general murmurings and difgult, that they found it ne-
ceffary to replace him.  The depriving all Minifters and Univerfity
Profeffors of legal {alaries from government, is a meafure, of which
many in power are fond. But I have not fuflicient information how
far they have or have not fucceeded.”

Augult 1, 1797,

“ Dr. Picrfon, Minifter in Amfterdam, has fuffered fevercly by the
Revolution. His lofs is eltimated at £. 3000 fterling. For about
a year and an half he was in fa& a prifoner in his own houfe. But
on the 15th of Apnil, 1795, the committce of vigilance forced him
out of it, and put him in prifon, none having accels to him except
the Jailor and his {ervants, and he and his lady were not permitted to
write each other without their infpection.  The firlt ten days Mrs.
Pierfon was not allowed to fend him any vituvals. The 27th of
April they delivered him up to the committee of jultice.

. A Lady writes to a I'riend m Scotland that ¢ his enemies can lay
nothing to his charge.” - '

Thefe are among innumerable faéts to prove the hoflility of the
Erench Revolutionifts to the Clergy.

Anacharfis Cloots, 2 member of the National Convention, was
wont to fay—*¢ Kings and Priefts are ufclefs things. They are def-
pots and corrupters.” And they are treated by the I'rench and their
emtflaries without diftintion and in every country, as if what this
avowed Atheilt aflerts concerning them were true,

~. Note (D.) page 14.

THE meafures alluded to in the foregoing paragraph were propofed
to the Legiflature during the laft {effion in the form of a Bill, which
was fupported with much zeal by fome of the members. "L'he pur-
port of this Bill, as I have been informed, from very refpectable an-
| - E 2 thority,

§ See Mallet Du Pan, p. 110,
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thority, was that any individual producing a certificate from thie clesl:-
of any aflociation of men for religious purpofes, that he or the, ac.
tually contributed to the fupport of public worthip, fhould exempe
fuch perfon from all legal affeffments or requifitions, for the mainte.
nance of public teachers,*

. Had this Bill pafled into a law, it is eafy to fee that it would.
have juftified and protected (as was no doubt the intentiofi of the
Bill, though by no means of all who may have voted for it)} the dif-
affeCed, the irreligious and the defpifers of public worfhip and of the
Chriftian Sabbath, in every town and parifh, in withdrawing that fup-
port of the Chriftian Miniftry which the laws now oblige them to
give. 'This clafs of people is not {fmall in many of our towns and
parithes : and their fupport taken.away would reduce many of the
Clergy to a fiuation that would compel them to leave their people.
"The ultimate effe@s of fuch a law, it is eafy to forefee, would be the
divifion and ruin of many of the parifhes in the Commonwealth.

Happily the wifdom of the Legiflature forefaw the evil and pre-
vented it.

Note (E.) Page 17,

Ser a Sermon, replete with found fenfe and picty, entitled, ¢ Political Inftruc-
tions from the Prophecies of Gop’s Word,” preached at Hartford, (Con.) on the
State Thankigiving, Nov. 29; 1798, by the Rev. NaTuan STroNG.

“ An ingenious and learned fermon, lately publifhed by the Rev. Prefident
Dwight, hath juftly explammed the three unpure {pirits, under the fixth wvial, that
went out of the mouth of the dragon, and out of the mouth of the beaft, and out
of the mouth of the falfe prophet, to mean the principles of infidelity, which
within a century have rifen mn the old chriftian world. ‘The events and the effe@s
fo precifely mark the period of prophecy, that we cannot miftake it. ‘The caufes
of the prefent war in Europe lie in the moral world. Thefe impure {pirits have
already gathered the kinﬁs or nations, to the battle of the great day of Gop Al-
mighty. The battle is hghting—the blood is running, and it will run. There
may be a multitede of contradicting events, but the principal features of the fcene
will be the fame until this Babylon is fallen. It is the irrefiftible work of Gobp
aid muft go en, for the mouth of the Lord himfelf hath fpoken it. And while
the work is going on, fome will fee and give glory to the Gop of heaveny but

thole who arc moft decply involved in thefe events will neither fee nor fear.”
Tkid.

Note (F.) Page 20.

“ It is 2 matter of extreme aftonithment to me, (fays Bilhep Watfon}) how
. any man of fenfe can exped to carry on any government without the aid of reli-
gion. The Greeks and Romans had their Elyfiurm and their Tartarus, their hopes
and fears of futurity, to aflift the impotency, and to extend the agency, of civil
law. But when the dolirines of Epicurns became general at Rome; when men
were taught that there was no future ftate; that Death was Eternal Sleep, the
bonds of moral obligation, thofe fincws of fociety, were broken. ‘Then, fays Pa-
terculus, non gruaddu Jed precipiti curfu a wvirtute difoitum ot ad vitia tranfiurfum rﬂ-—
and Rome fell.”

* Not havine feen the Billy T ftate its contents as given by one who svas per-
fonally intercfted in the queftion, and confirmed by others in a like fituation, and

may therefore be relied on as corredt as to its effence. _
F It was introduced at the clofe of the feflion, when the houfe was thin, and

the members prefent ‘many of them, anxious te return to their homes, and fome
who may have given their votes in favour of the Bill, may not, on thefe accounts,
have paid that attention to it which its importance demanded. - 1?‘1.‘7}}‘

} Charge to the Clergy of the dioccfe of Landall, June, 1}'98}.*‘%‘ Y
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