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27 The fo]lowmg Difcourfe was dehvered ’)
part in the morning, and the remainder in the
afternoon.  The laft article, refpecting the
Chriftian Religion, which conftituted the whole of
the aftcrnoon fermon, being a common, though
always interefling fubject, has been confiderably
abridged. There have been no other omiffions
or alterations of importance, other than were

ncceflary for connedting the two Difcourfes.

The Appendix is added for the reafons therein
mentioned.

Charleftsson, Deco 4, 1798,
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Exobpus, xvul 8, g.

Axp Mofes told bis father-in-law, all that the Lord had

done unto Pharaoh and to the Egyptians for lfracl’s fake,
aud all the travail that had come upon them by the way,

and how the Lord delivered them.  And Fethro rejoiced
Jor all the goodnefs which the Lord had done to Ifracl,

T AN

HE hiftory of the Hebrews, which vvas pen-
ned under the direction of the Holy Ghoit,
and makes a confpicuous part of the Old Teft-

ament Scriptures, was intended for the inftruction and
admonition of mankind in all futurc ages. It 1s,1ndecd,
a hiftory of the difpenfations of Divine Providence to-
wards man, in almoft all that diverfity of circum-
ftances in which nations have exifted. \\ Whatever be
our {ituation as a nation, whether we be at peace or
at war ;/in profperity or adverfity ; in harmony or
at variance among ourfclves ; {erious and conflant
in our worfhip and fervice of the true God, orin a
ftate of declenfion, idolatry, and general licentiouf-
neis of principles and manners, we may learn from

fome part of this hiftory, what 1s our duty, and what
treatment we have to expect from the righteous Gov-

crnor of the World, The hiftory of Divine Provi-

dence proyes its confilfiency and uniformity. What
has
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has been, will take place again in hike circumftances.
With God there 15 no variablenefs or partiality.

Moses and Jethro, in the paflage before us, have
left us an ecxample of our duty this day. By the
ipccial interpofition of Heaven, and the inftrument-
ality of Mofes and Aaron, the Hebrews had been
cleafed from their Egyptian bondage, miraculoufly
conducted through the Red Sea, and had triumphed
over their enemies the Amalekites, who had declared
var againft them, and werc now encamped at Re-
phidim. Here ]et wro, from Midian, met Mofes, his
fon-in-law, bringing with him his daughter, the wife
of dofes, and her two fons.  This, doubtlefs, muit
have been a joyful meeting ; for Jethro was not only
refpectable as the Prince of Midian, but a wife and
pious man, fkilled in the {cience of government, as
appears by the excellent judiciary fyftem which he
{fuoncfted to Mofcs, and a devout worfhipper of the
truc God. Befides, Mefes had lived in his family,
in ercat harmony and friendfhip, for forty years.

AI-IF.R mutual congratulations, Mofes cmbraced
the opportunity of rchearfing to “ his tather-m-law,
all that the Lord had done unto Pharaoh, and to the
Koyptians for Hracl’s fike, and all the travail that had
come upon them by the way, and how the Lord de-
jivered them.  And Jethro rejoiced for all the good-
nels which the Lerd had done to Ifracl, whom he
had delivered out of the hand of the Egyptians.
And Jethro faid, © Dlefled be the Lord who hath de-
fivered you out of the hand of the Egyptians, and
out of the hand of Pharaoh, who hath delivered the
pople from under the ha: d of the Egyptians, Now
{ ko that the Lord is creater than all gods 5 tor

:n the thine swherein thf, dealt proudly, he was
Above
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above them.” And Jethro took burnt-offerings and
facrifices for God ; and Aaron came, and all the el-
ders of Ifrael, to eat bread with Mofcs’ father-in-law,
before God.”

WE have here an account of a regular Thank{ziv.
ing. Letit ferve us for 2 model on the prefent occa-
fion. A hiftory of the divine goodnefs, of fiznal de-
liverances particularly, 1s given : correfponding joy,
acknowledgments and gratitude arc exprefled ; and
a convivial fealting betore God crowns the whole.
In this natural order lct us proceed in the celebration
of this anniverfary Thank{giving.

Tue pripcipal bufinefs of the Preacher will be, a
rehearfal of thole acts of Divine Goodnefs which, at
this time, claim our particular notice and gratitude.
And becaufe the proclamation contains a comprchen-
five and well-arranged fummary ef thefe topics, and
refpect is due to the wifdom and judgment of our
avil fathers, I {hall purfue the order and train of re-
flection which they have fuggefted for our direction.

1. The earth, the pafl year, under the fmiles of
Providence, has yiclded to indufirious huibandmen,
a plentiful increafe. A partial drought has indeed,
in fome inftances, difappointed their expectations.
In general, however, we have a competent fupply of
all, and an abundance of moft, of the neceflaries and
comforts of life.

2. Our Fifberies, which furnifh employment, fub-
fiftence and wealth, to many of our fellow-citizens,
and which are a fruitful nurfery tor feamen, fo much
needed for naval defence in the prefent pofturc of
our public aflairs, ¢ have been profpered.”

3. Our Comincree, nterrupted and embarrafled

as 1t has been by thofe fwarms of pirates, authorized
and
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and unautherized, which have infefted the ocean;
and captured our property to a large amount, to
the ruin of many, the ferious inconvenience of mul-
titudes of others, and the incalculable injury of mer-
cantile credit—Our commerce, 1 fay, notwithitand-
ftanding all thefe very unpropitious circumitances,
“ has in many inftances been attended with fuccefs,”
When we confider what has been our defencelefs
fituation, and the difrofition and means of our ene-
mies to fuin our trade, we fhall {find caufe to be
thankful for partial fuccefs ; and {hall admire the
zoodncfs of Providence in not fuflering our enemies
to cut oft all our foreign commerce, and to depredate
even on our coafting trade. This was evidently with-
in their plan, and muit, in a little time, have been
accomplithed, to the extent of their wifhes, had not
the defenfive meafures, under Providence, adopted
and vigoroufly purfued by our government, arrefted
their progrefs and defcated their defigns. In this
view we have to be thankful to God, this day, for
our infant Navy. If commercc be a blefling to our
country, a Navy, compctent to its protection, in fuch
times as thefe, muft likewife be confidered as a blef-
fing. Already its wutility appcars, in the fecurity
whicn 1t gives to our trade, and its confequent re-
vival within a few months paft. From the previd-
lence of a Naval Spirit in all our feaports, fair hopes
arc entcrtatned that thefe means of national defence
will be {foon increafed to fuch an extent, as to put an
cffettual ftop to the depredations of vioient and unprin-
cipled men on the fea, to protect our independence
and hiberties, and caufe us to be duly refpefted by
all foreign nations. 'This agrecable profpect, aflorded

us by the {miles of Divine Providence on the mea-
{ures
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fures of our government, fhould caufe our hearts to
tejoice, and praife God this day.

4. I~ fuch tumultuary times as the prefent, when
fo great a part of the world is in a ftate of war, in-
fubordination and anarchy, and torn by bloody in-
teftine divilions, to be permitted to enjoy uninter-
rupted “ order and tranquillity,” is a blefling which
ought mott gratefully to be recognized. This 1s a
blefling with which, under the Divine Protection, we
have been favoured. A difference in political and
religious opinions, indeed, unhappily exifts among
us. Party zeal and animofities have, in fome inftan-
ces, marred our happinefs, Prejudices have too of-
ten blinded the eycs of the mind againft the percep-
tion of truth. But, God be praifed, thefe differences
have not yet been fuffered to rile fo high as to burit
the bonds of {fociety, and rage in civil war and blood-
fhed. Hitherto it has been a war of words—of
words, however, too often calculated to bring on a
morc ferious contelt.  The heat of the battle, we
would hope, 1s paft ; profpects of union brighten, as
the knowledge of falts is extended, and we confi-
dently hope tor increafing harmory and peace.

5. Heavtu is a blefling at all times ineftimable.
Its value, 1if poffible, is increafed iny our eftimation in
feafons when our neighbours and fellow-citizens are
deprived of it, and by thoufands fall victims to loath-
fome and contagious difeafe. The enjoyment of un-
common health, while mortal peftilence {preads havoc
and ditrefs all around, and very near us, demands a
tribute of {pecial and unfeigned gratitude. Let us
not, this day, forget, my brethren, that this has been
our favoured lot in this town ; nor be unmindful of
what, in confequence, we owe to Him, who has di-

B rected
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rected the deftroying angel to pafs by {fo many of
our dwellings, While we humbly thank our God
for his goodnefs and forbearance in withholding from
us delerved chaftifemient, let us mourn with our fel-
low-citizens, who have fclt the rod of divine correc-
tion, either in their own ficknefs, the death of rela-
tions, or in thc lols of the means of {ubfiftance ; and
rejoice with them, in that, through the goodnefs of
God, they are now reftored to health, to their houfes,
and various occupations. Lct us always remember,
that to be fincerely grateful for, and duly to im-
prove, paft bleflings, are the belt methods of fecuring
their continuance.

0. * TuroucH the goodnefs of God, we con-
tinue to enjoy Conftitutions of Civil Government
well calculated to {fceure and maintain our rights,
avil and religious.”

Ix nothing are we, as a people, more highly dif-
tinguithed among the nations of the earth, than by
the enjoyment of the rare blefling of good governa
ment. With the advantage of the thcories and ex-
pertence of all paft ages, a {clection, by our free
choice, of our wileft men, have formed for us, and
we have caeliberatcly and peaccably adopted, a Con-
ttitution, which is defervedly the admiration of the
moit enlightened part of mankind. Never, probably,
was a government framed by men, better adapted to
the fituation, opinions, and habits of a nation, or more
perfect in theory, more excellent in practice ; whofe
powers were better defined, and balanced ; which
guarded more eflectually againft the encroachments
of defpotifm on the one hand, and of anarchy on the
other, or which required of its fubjects a fmaller facri-

fice of their liberty and property,in order to fecure the
protection
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protection of the remainder, than the Federal Con-
ftitution. A trial of almoit ten years, under fingular
difadvantages, hos proved its excellence and firength ;
and procured for 1t the affections and the confidence
of a large majority of the nation. Amidft convul-
fions and embarraflments, {ingular in their kind and
extent, it has afforded us great national profperity,
{fecurity and refpectability.  This Conftitution may
be confidered as the great anchor, which, under
Providence, has hitherto faved us from fhipwreck,
amidft the political ftorm which now rages all over
the-world, which has overturned, in rapid fucceflion,
all the republics of Europe, and has caufed us, not
without reafon, to tremble for our fafety, free-
dom, and independence. Never had a government,
in 1ts infancy, to firuggle with enemies fo numerous,
infidious, and formidable, as have aflailed ours fince
its eftablifhment, Never was the integrity and firm-
nefs of any adminiftration put to the teft, by fo many
means, both fair and treacherous, as ours has been,
for thefe fix years palt. Yet, blefled be God, the
machinations of our enemies have hitherto been de-
feated 5 the councils of our Ahithephels have been
turned into foolifhnefs ; and among the bleflings
which we are called upon gratefully to recognize this
day, we may ftill reckon that of a free and indepen-
dent government,

To enhance, in our eftimation, the value of this
blefling, and to increafe our vigilance in preferving
it, it may be proper, in this place, to point out fome
of the various ways in which it has been endangered,
and the probable confequences of its fubverfion. 1
fhall not indulge on thefe fruitful topics in that lati-
tude which they would naturally admit.

U OBSERVE
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I oBszrve, in the firft place, that our free
Conftitution has been endangered by our vices and
demoralizing principles. Vice is hoftile to freedom.
A wicked people cannot long remain a free people.
If, as a nation, we progrefs in impiety, demoraliza-
tion, and licentioufnefs, for twenty years to come, as
rapidly as we have for twenty years patt, this circum-
{tance alone will be fuflicient, without the aid of any
other caufe, to fubvert our prefent form of govern-
ment. In this cafe, the people would not bear,
quietly, as much freedom as we now enjoy. We
know that men yield to the reftraints of good gov-
ernment with increafed obltinacy, as they advance in
wickednefs.  With difficulty, even now, are the
wholefome laws of our country executed on the
guilty. Many of our laws, indeed, againft vice and
immorality, thofe particularly againft profane {wear-
ing, debauchery, gaming, and {abbath-breaking,
are but a dead letter. There are no attempts made
by magiftrates, in fome places, to enforce them againit
offenders. If this be the cafe nsw, what are we to
expect when the votaries of vice fhall be multiplied,
and become even morc bold and lawlefs than at
prefent ?

AMoxnG the vices which have more particularly
endangcered our government, we may reckon a felffh
fpirity an 1nfatiable ardor to et rich.  This {pirit has
engendered {pcculation, fraud, embarraflments, and
bankruptcy. Thefe are all unfriendly to freedom,
patriotifm, order, and good government. An ava-
ricious man will always facrifice the public good to
private intereft. If we would preferve our freedom,
againit the machinations of its enemies, we muft all
be vigilant and aftive in cur refpective fpheres, and

liberal
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fiberal in our contributions, of labour and property,
for its fupport. A man that prefers his own private
cafe, and his money, to the public good, in thefe crit-
ical times, is nO patriot.

For the reafon already mentioned, that is, becaufe
vice 1s hoftile to freedom, our Conititution has becn
endangered by the fpread of infidel and atheiftical prin-
ciples, 1n all parts of our country. Truly alarming
has been the increafe of fuch principles within a few
years paft. Thefe are fo many tares, {own among
us by an enemy, which threaten to overtop and root
out the wheat. They form a forrowful proof to us
of the truth of that divine maxim, “ Evil communi-
cations corrupt good manners.””  Such principles are
certain death to morals, freedom, and happinefs.—
Where they flountth and predominate, there is del-
potiim and flavery of the wort kind, and wickednefs
and mifery in all their moft hideous forms. It 1s to be
lamented that the effeéts of thefe principles are grow-
ing more and more vifible among us, in the corrup-
tion of morals, and the neglect and contempt of the
facred inftitutions of religion.

VHE increale of fuxury, cxtravagance, and diffipation,
among us, have proved not a little detrimental to the
interelts of freedom and good government. Thefe
vices bave often proved the bane of republics. The
Romans, while they cherifhed the republican virtues
of induftry, frugality, and patriotifm, profpered, and
brought almoft the whole world under their fubjec-
tion. DBut immediately after their conquefts, they
fuficred themfelves to be corrupted by pride and lux-
ury. ‘The mhbabitants of the rich Afiatic countries,
who had fubmitted to the Roman yoke, in turn, con-
;qucred their conguerors, by their riches and voluptu-

oufnefs.

¢
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oufnefs. Let us remember, that like caufes produce
like effeéts, and learn wifdom from the fatal experi-
ence of other nations.

A seiriT of infubordination to civil authority is another
vice which has endangered the exiftence of our gov-
erninent. Having a Conftitution and Rulers of our
own choice, and highly delerving our refpect and
confidence, and laws framed by our own Reprelenta-
tives, there cannot be cven a plaufible reafon alleged
to jultify difrefpect and difobedience.  Still, however,
our cars have been filled with reproaches againft our
Rulers ; their charaéters have been libelled ; every
means have becn ufed to bring them nto difrepute,
and to impair the public confidence in them. The
laws of the land have been defpifed and fet at defi-
ance. Faction has been bold and open-mouthed.—
'The minority have rcfufed to yield quictly to the
voice and decifions of the majority, a circumftance
indifpenfable to the cxiftence of “liberty with order.”
No community can attain the ends of {ociety, which
arc peace, {ecurity, and happinefs, unlefs government
be refpected and the laws obeyed, The cffects of def-
potifm and tyranny arc extremely calamitous and dif-
trefling ; but ftill more to be dreaded are thofe of
anarchy.

Tur United Statcs are now making the experi-
ment of a free government under the faireft advan-
tages. Remote from the quarrcels of Lurope ; edu-
cated under forms of government, and inftitutions,
civil, literary, and religious, highly favorable to vir-
tue and freedom ; our rulers all from among our-
felves, and in ecneral compofed of our wifelt and
belt men ; with a country fituated in the dimate of
frecdom, between the extremes of heat and cold;

cxpofed
$
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expofed neither to the idlenefs and effeminacy of the
South, nor to the fevere hardihips and fcanty fubfii-
ence of the Nmth, with a neceflity laid upon us of {o
much labour as is neceflary to the exiftence of free-
dom—If, under all thefe peculiar advantages, we
cannot fupport a free, republican form of govern-
ment, the world muit give up the highly-valued and
long fought-for blefling as unattainable, as too pre-
cious a favour for Heaven to beftow on guilty men.

I wouLp to God, the people of the United States
could all be 1mprefled with the high 1mportance of
the experiment we are now making for the world,
and would unite in a refolution, to reform their vi-
ces, to ftifle and bury their animofitics, to conciliate
their differences, and learn to reverence and obey the
Confititution, the Rulers, and the Laws of their own
creation. Unlefs fomething like this fhall foon take
place, one or other of thefe confequences may be
calily forefeen, either a voluntary increafe of the
powers of Government, {uflicient to preferve order
and refpect for the Laws, or revolution, anarchy,

and military defpotifm. But,
2. Tue bleflings of good government have been

moft imminently and immediately endangered by
forcign intrigue.*  From this fource have arifen our
greateft perils.  This bane of our independence, peace,
and profperity, has been operating in various ways, for
more than twenty years paft, in infidious efforts to
diminith our national limits, importance and re-
fources ; in keeping alive national prejudices ; in
attempts to prevent our having an cflicient govern-
ment ; 1n artful {iratagems to diminith and weaken
the powers vefted in the Executive ; to deftroy the

“ checks and balances,” and to confolidate the diftinct

* Sce Appendix. and
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and well-defined powers of the three branches eftab:
lithed in the Conftitution ; in frequent interferences
in the management of our national concerns ; in
fomenting divifions among us, and 1n patronizing
and circulating publications, calculated to cherifh and
increafe them ; by calumniating our Rulers ; mifre-
prefenting their mcafures, and cxciting murmurs,
prejudices, and dire¢t and open oppofition againft
the laws. In all thefe, and many other ways, too
numerous to detail, has foreign intrigue difcovered
itfelf among us, and attempted to check our national
growth, and to deprive us of the bleflings of a free
and independent government. It was by intrigues
and artilices, like thofe we have mentioned, that all
the Republics of Europe have been proftrated at the
feet of France. It was in the {ame way that the free
ftates of Greece were ruined, and their liberty loft.
The French appear to have acted the fame part to-
wards their neizhbours, and are now acting the {ame
part towards us, which the Perfians formerly did to-
wards the Greeks. Let it be remembered, that they
are copying fuccefsful means——means which wilk
prove as fatal to us as they have to others, it they
are not refifted. The following paflage, from Rol-
in’s Ancient Hiftory, is too remarkable not to be
here recited as a folemn warning to us. If we will
obftinately refufe tc profit by the experience of pait
ages, or from recent examples, we may read our del-
tiny in the hiftory of the fourth age of Greece, and of
the more recently ruined Republics of Europe.

““ The princtpal caufe of the declenfion of the Greeks,
was the difunion which rofe up among themfelves. Lhe
Perfians, who had found them invincible on the fide

of arms, as long as their union {ubfited, applied their
whole
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whole attention and policy, in fowing the feeds of difs
cord among /¢ them.  Tor that purpofe, they employed
their gold and filver,which fuccceded much better than
their fteel and arms had done before. The Greeks,
attacked invifibly, in this manner, by bribes fecretly
conveyed into the hands of thole who had the great-
eft fhare 1n their governments, were divided by do-
meftic jealoufics, and turned their victorious arms
againft themiclves, which had rendered them {uperior
to their enemies.

“Turir decline cf power, from thefe caufes, gave
Phillip and Alexander opportunity to fubject them.
Thofe princes, to accuftom them to fervitude the
more agreeably, covered their defign with avenging them
on their ancient encmics.  The Greeks gave blindly into
that grofs {nare, which gave the mortal blow to their
liberty.  Their avengers became more jfatal to them than
their enemies. The yoke, impofed on them by the
hands which had conquered the univerie, could never
be removed ; thofe little ftates were no longer 1n a
condition to fhake it off. Grecce, from time to time,
animated by the remembrance of its ancient glory,
roufed from its lethargy, and made fome attempts to
reinftate itfelf in its ancient condition ; but thofe ef-
forts were ill-concerted and as ill-{uftained by 1ts ex-
piring liberty, and tended only to augment its flavery ;
becaufe the protectors, whom it called in to its aid,
foon made themfelves its mafters : {o that all it did was
to change its fetters, and to make them the heavier.” *

Tue latter part of this picture firongly refembles
the prefent condition of the once free and happy flates
of Holland, Swvitzcrland, and Gencve.  God be praifed,
this day, it docs not refemble that of thefe American
States. Our civil Conftitutions, our Independence,

C * Rollin’s Anc, Hilt. val,ix, p.178. and
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and Liberties, ftill remain to us intire and wnint-
paired, bleflings of incalculable worth, in dehance
of all their aflailants. Our efcape hitherto has been
effeéred, under Providence, by means of a wife, firm,
and' dignified adminiftration of our government, fup-
ported by the enlightened’ and ardent patriotifm of
the people, fealonably mantfefted; with great unanim-
10, fromeall quarters of the Union, in patriotic ad-
drefics, v a voluntary tender of military fervices,
and hberal means for naval defence.  Thiefe exhibi-
tions of witdom, energy, union, and patriotifin, while
they reflect glory on our country, and are pledges of
our fecurity, have raifed our national character among
foreign nations, and have caufed America to be looked
to, in thefe convulfive times, with inquietude, as the
lalt refort of perfecuted liberty and happinefs.
- WneN we refle¢t on the portentous and threat-
ening afpect of European affairs, the hoftile attitude of
{fo many nations, and the ftorm that has been thick-
ening over our heads, and ready to burlt upon us 3
and when we confider what will be the probable falu-
tary 1nfluence of the late unparalelled naval victory
in the Mediterranean, on the affairs of our own coun-
try, of Ilurope, and of the world, we ought not, this
aav, to withhoid our gratitude to God, for this
event.*  When a gigantic, coloflal power, which 13
influenced and reftrained by no principles of religion,
muftice, or humanity, is diminified, and deprived of
the means of robbing mankind of their liberty, their
property, and their lives, it cannot but rejoice the
heart of cvery good man.
7. Amoxic tie favors of divine Providence, which
we

i ' S—

* Tae ofiicial account of this victory arrived in Bofton the cvening
ketore the dey of Thank{yiving,
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we are called upon, by our civil Fathers, gratefully
1o remember, 15, that “at a vory wmierefling period
of our public aftairs, the important Jife and ufefulnefs
of the Cmirr Macistrarte of the Union have been
continued.” ‘Concerning a man, who was barn and
brought up among you ; who has growa old in his
country’s {ervice ; who has rifen, under your own
eyes, through all the grades of oflice, to the hirheft
in the gift -of his fellow.citizens ; whofe moral, re-
higious, and political character are well known, .con-
cerning fuch a charadter, it 1s necdlefs for :me to fay
wmuch. Nothing that I can fay, I apprehend, will
heighten the efteem of his friends or diminifh the
prejudices of his enemies. Ior mylelf, I .cannot for-
bear obferving, that I confider it as one of the moit
prominent evidences of the Divine Goodnefls to our
country, that the “ life and ufefulnels” of this -great
and good man have been preferved. His talents,
his long experience, his profound knowledge of the
policy and intrigues of European natiens, his unim-
peached integrity and intrepid firmnefs, have been,
under God, of infinite {ervice to our country. That
bold and decifive policy which he has adopted and
purfued, and in which, happily, he has been fupported
by Congrefs and the People, has, I verily believe, been
the means of faving our Conflitution. In the prefent
critical fituation of affairs, a man and his office could
not be better united, than Mr. Apams and the Prefi-
dency of the United States.

Like Hracl, at the period defcribed in our text,
we are in the wildernefs. Our greateft dangers, we
hope, are pafled. Still, however, trials and dangers
of magnitude await us. Infidious enemics lurk on
every fide.  There are Balaarms, who, if they are not

permitted
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permitted to “curfe us” to our enemics, are artful
and wicked enough to fuggelt expedients to corrupt
our morals and our principles, and thus prepare the
way for our ruin. Thus fituated, and with {uch
profpects before us, let us be thankful that God, in
his great goodnefs, has raifed up,and preferved to us,
a Moses to prefide in our councils, and a JosHua to
lead our armies. 'Will God long preferve to us the
benefit of their talents and influence, and continue
to direct, fupport, and comfort them in the duties,
and under the cares and anxieties of office, the hatred
and malice of forcign enemics, and the ingratitude and
murmurs of the difcontented, and the reproaches and
calumnies of the wicked and abandoned part of our
own citizens.

In the catalogue of our bleflings, by far the moft
valuable remains to be mentioned, and that is,

8. AND LasTLY, our holy Religion. “ Notwith-
ftanding our paft impenitence (fays the Proclamation)
we are ftill indulged with the CirrisTian RELIGION ;
a Religion fo conducive to the happinefs of man,
in the prefent life, whilft it fupports the hope of the
believer in a happy and glorious fate in the world to
come.”

Tuis blefling is annually recognized in the Pro-
clamation, and always claims our higheft notes of
prafe. But at a time when {ecret and fyftematic
means have been adopted and purfued, with zeal and
activity, by wicked and artiul men, in forcign coun-
trics,* to undermine the foundations of this Religion,

and

* Prorrssor Robifon and the Abbe Barruel have given fatisfactory
proofs of a regular confpiracy againft the chriftian reigion, of which
VoLTatre was at the Lead, The Monthly Revicwers, who are not
dilpofed to give more credit than is due to thele writers, admit that

‘e confpiracy of the philofophers ‘it fould be philefophifls) againft
the
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and to overthrow its Altars, and thus to deprive the
world of its benign influence on {ociety, and believers
of their folid confolations and animating hopes ;
when we know that thelc impious confpirators and
philofophifts have completely effected their purpofes
in a large portion of Europe, and Loait of their means
of accomplifhing their plans in all parts of Chriften-
dom, glory in the certainty of their fuccefs, and fet
oppofition at defiance ;! when we can mark the

| progrefs

— F—

the ditary” or Chriltianity, “is fa#sfalorily cflablifbed, in the firft vol-
ume”’ of the Abbe Barruel’s work.

Oxt method adopted by thefe antichriflian conipirators to advance
their defigns, has been, to write and publih bools, wifully ealculated to
difcredit Chriftianity, and aferibe them to deceafed authors of reputation,
and in this way to avail themfelves of their influence.  For inftance, ar
book entitled, ¢ Syfema de la Nuturey” or ¢ The Syftem of Nature,”
an infidious and blafphemous work, was wiitten by fome one or more
of thefe confpirators, and publifhed under the name of M. Mirabaud,
one of the forty members of, and perpetual fecretary to, the French
Academy. In the Lite of this celebrated Academician, the authors of
the Dictionaire Hifforigue {ay, ¢ Atter the death of this author, a courfe
of Atheifm was publithed 1n his name, under the title of Syfema de li:
Nature, It is fupcrfluous to remark, that this infolent philipnic againft
God, (which has been alfo attributed, but perhaps rafhly, to an acade -
mician of Berlin), is not the work of Mirabaud.” Concerning this book,
the authors of the Britifh Critic fay, ¢ Sincerely and deeply do we re-
gret that views of gain, or defigns of a flill daiker nature, fhould fuggeft
an attempt to circulate in this country, thofe poifons, the operation of
which has been fo truly fatal in the place [Franee] w hL‘IL they originated.
There is but too much reafon to apprehend, that thefe are all but parts
of one great plar, to attack, by all pofible means, ff'.:r principles of truth
and r:."{gfw:.’ ' Let Americans be on their guard !

T M. VorLxey, a French philofophift, who fately fpent feveral years
in America, I am credibly told, when in Bofton, m the priug of 1597,

wprelled himtat loehly gmtiﬁui at the progrets of the principles, polit-
if.:':l amd redigious, of the French revolution. © Encland, (fiud ho) will be
revolntiomzed 3 the fame fpirit will ran through Ly and the Gerinan
dtates and all the eniightencd pats of Ewope, and then (e added, with
the hichall exvliation,) Chrifianity cvill be put in the back creund.  Aj-
recdy pos §rorecitved its morial bleav. The revoluion (me:ing, no
aoubty to include its relivions and moral, as well as political cftedts) will
£ over the whole waoild, It docs not depend on the continvance of
pover 1n the pretent hands at Paris. Its pu)ycib 1y nrddifiable ; umi 1t

v, ul ‘lull*td until it has cfung ruf' he face of every fociety rn ear TR

e ouetions were uld m}. o3 mannee which indicatad, that he

thonght
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progrefs of thefe enemies of human happinefs among
ourlclves, in the corruption of the principles and
morals of our vouth ; the contempt tarown on Re-
ligion, its ordinances and minifters ; in the increafe
and bolduefs of inlidelity, and even of Atheifm ;-
when

[
il

thought them neither new nor difputable.  The gentlemen who heard
this converfation, and gave me this information, arc.of the firtt refpedt-
ability. One of them, much coinverfant with forcigneys of dutinétion
who have vifited this country, adds, that he ¢ had been accuftomed to
hear fimilar fentiments from almoft every Frenchman he had converfed
with fince the fummer of 1592 3 and that he had “lately been told,
that the Direftory and their friends in Paris openly maintan thefe opin-
1ons, and fay, particularly, that if ¢hey fhould be cut off, aud a million
others, by any irregular movement of the revolution, it will neverthelels
go o1, fo long as there remains in the world a fingle fociety conftituted
and governced on any other priur:}b!a than their owwn ;7 that is, they
mean to wage war upan fociety in general, till every part 1s revolution-
ized, and conformed to their ftandard.  Accordingly we find that France
treats as encmies &// who will not confent to be her dupes, and conform
to her deteftable revolutionary fchemes.  Wherever fhe profefies friend-
fhip, it is only to gain the opportunity of admmiftering her poifons,
which are {ar more deltruétive than her fwvord.  If we love our holy re-
bgion, and our country, and regard the weliare of our poftenty, let us
fhun the pbilofophifts of Europe, and thair hofts of cmiffaries in America,
and difcard and deteft their baueful principles.

« What,” fays an intelligent American gentleman, in a letter to his
friend in Boflon, dated at Havie, Nov. 24, 1793, ¢ What do our good
folks think of detbroning Gob, durning the BinLg, and fhutting wp the
churches ! The decadi (the new fabla:b) before T came here, they burnt
the Bible in the public fyuare, pulled down the images .of Jelus and
Mary in the churches, and filled the niches with thole of Regjon and
Liberty. Marat is the god of the day. ‘The moft licentious writings
daily iflue from the prefs upon former religious fubjeds,”

* Tre probable exiftence of Iuminifin in this country was als
ferted in my Faft Difcourle of May lalt, The following fad, related by
a2 very reipectable divine, while it confirms what 1s above afferted, fhews
that my apprehenfions were not without foundation.

“ In the northern parts of this flate (Maflachufetts) as I am well -
formed, theve has Iately appeared, and fiill exifts under a licentious
lcader, a company of beings who difcard the principles of religion, and
the obligations of morality, trample on the bonds of matrimony, the fep-
arate nights ot property, and the laws of civil focicty, fpend the fabbath
in itbour and diveriion, as faney didtates 5 and the nights n riotous ¢x-
cels and promncnhous concubinare, as luft unpels.  Their number cois
hits of about {orty, lome of whom are perfons of reputable abilities,
and once, of deeent characers., That a fucicty of this defeription,
» hich would diigrace tie natives of Coffrarie, Hould be fuimed in this

fard
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‘When we refleét, moreover, on our own “ impeni-
tence,” our ingratitude for, and abufe of, this greateft
of bleflings ; when we take into view all thefe things,
our thankfulnefs to-day for the continuancc of the
Chriftian Religion and 1ts ordinances among us,
fhould be wmufually ardent. The worth of valued
bleflings 13 realized and increafed, when they have
been undefervedly continued, or endungered by the
artifices of defigning enemies.

TraT we may realize how great a blefling we pof-
fefs in the Chriftian Religion ; how highly we ought
to value this precious treafure ; how wvigilantly to
guard it, and how refolutely to defend 1t againt cvery
attack, fecret or open, indulge me 1n a few obferva-
tions on its intrinfic excellence, and its benion effects
in promoting human happinefs. On a fubjedt fo ex-
tenfive, fo fruitful, fo univerfally interefting, and
which has been fo often, fo ably, and fo eloquently
handled, it 1s diflicult to be concife, and impoflible to
be original.

Tre Chriftian Religion is the gift of God to man,
and 1s in all refpeéts worthy of its glorious and per-
fect Author. It exhibits the divine character in a
view calculated, at once, to command our higheit
reverence, loye, and confidence. Its doctrines and
precepts, the {fentiments of devotion which it infpires
and chertfhes, and the morality which 1t inculcates,

1ts threatened punifhments and promifed rewards, are
all

— .

land of civilization and Goipel light, 1s an evidence that the devil 15 at
this time gone forth, having great influence, as well as great wrath,”

Here is certainly the fruit if not the root, the pradlice if not the the-
oryy the fubflance if not the jform of Muminifin.

T See a Sernon on % the Dangers of the times—cfpecially from a lately
difcovered Conspiracy againft RFricioNn and GovERNMENT. By

Rev. Fofoph Lathrep, D. D. of Ieft Spring field.
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all confonant with the perfections of God, and adapt.
ed to the naturc and condition of man. It “origin-
ated 11 the mifery of mankind, which it is the inten.
tion of divine grace, by its means, to remove, and
for which, as being the contrivance of inhnite wif-
dom, 1t furnifhes a complete and effectual remedy.”
It 15 applicable only to fincrs. ¥or innscent beings, fuch
a Gofpel as ours would be neither necellary nor {uit-
able.  Sin, of wholc origin, nature, cffccts, and final
confcquences, our Bible alone gives a {atisfactory ac-
count, had involved the world in fpiritual ignorance,
darkncfs and mifery, and concealed from the finner’s
view the path to God and to happinefs. Chriftian-
ity “gives light to them that {it in darknefs and the
fhadow of death, and guides our fect in the way of
pcace.” It reveals a divine and mighty Saviour,
Jefus Chrift, the Son of God, who vifited this world,
to blefs mankind with “the knowledge of {alvation
by the remiilion of {ins” ; who left us a perfect * ex-
ample that we fhould follow his fteps.” It makes
known to us that crucificd Jefus, who ““ camc to give
his life a ranfom for many,” and by his death to make
expiation for human guilt ; in whom * God 1s re-
conciling the world unto him{clt, not imputing their
trefpafies unto them.” It afierts, explains, and fub-
{tantiates the interefling doctrines of the refurrection
of the dead, of future and everlafting rewards and
punifhments ; of “lifc and immortality” ; doctrines
of 1ncalculable importance to the purity of morals,
and the well-being of fociety,  Thefe are fome of
thofe truths which are peculiar to Chriftianity, and
which render 1t infiniteiy {uperior to cvery other 1yf-
tem of religion, and a blefling of incftimable value

to
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to the human race.* All other fyftems leave man.
kind in the dark 1n rcipect to the true chara&er of
God, the nature of fin, the method of pardon, truc
morality, and a future ftate. The deductions of the
wifeft philofophers, unaided by revelation, can yield
to the anxious inquirer only a glimmering light on
thefe fubjects, and “a tremulous hope founded on
probability.  The Sun or Ricurrousness alone,
illumines the path to life and glory. A fingle ray
tfrom Chrift, the great Fountain of ipiritual light, is
of more ufe to lcad a finner to God, than ail the
torches lighted up by the reafon or fancy of all the
fages of ancient or modern times.”

Crristianrry fheds a moft benign and fulutary
mfuence on fociety. It “teacheth us, that denying
ungodlineis and worldly luits, we thould hive {oberly,
righteoully, and godly in this prefent world.” 1t
prohibits the indulgence of thofe appetites and de-
fires only, which cannot be fatisfied without injuring
the rights and impairing the happinefs of others.
It 15 highly friendly to genuine hiberty.  The know-
ledge and practice of the *“truth as 1t s in Jelus,”
nwkes us free indeed.  The fublime views which this
Religion gives us of the perfections of God, his
coodnefs, his hatred of inmjuftice and tyranny ; the
knowledoe it aflords of the dignity of man, and of
the magnitude and glory of his proipects, have a nat-
ural tendency to clevate his foul, and inipire him
with a love of freedom. It cradicates narrow and
fellifh feelings and prejudices, and infpires with that

“modddt
“To be convinced of 1he fperior exeellonee of our religion, we nead

ouly look to thofe countries where the Golpel has never been preached,

or where it has been contumechionlty rojedted, and its mititutions abohth-
ed 5 and contraflt their fituation, i amorel and tocial vievs, with that o
b Y

thole nations who enjoy the li bty reccive the dogdrines, and repport Uy
erdimances of the Goimndd,

D
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“modeit pride,” and that “ noble humility,” which
lead us to expect, and even to demand, the pofleflion
of our own rights, ana at the fame time to be equally
zcalous in {ccuring the rights of others.

ALy the true interefls of mankind indeed,in regard
to both worlds, arc cllentially promoted by Chriftian-
iy, It s a “rehigion,” faid the celebrated Montef-
quicn, “which, while 1t {cems only to have in view
the tchicity of the other lile, counltitutes the happinefs
of this.”

Yo defcribe 1n detal oll the various ways in which
Chrittianity blefles mankind, wonld very far exceed
tite limits proser for o hnele difcourfe. I will only
fay, in the comprenenfive and cloquent language of
a modern divine, that © In proportion as Chriftianity,
N S pecidiar decliines, 1s known and believed, it me-
lhorates the condition of men in this world, and {c-
curcs to them felicity in the next. It foftens and
humanmizes mankind. 1t civilizes the barbarian, hume-
bles the proud, meekens the refentful, expands the
heart of the {cifith, and fanctifies the impure. It
imooths the rugged path of life, by the amiatle tem-
pers which 1t infpires, by the gentle influence of ifs
precepts, and by the heavenly confolations which it
pours into the {foul 5 while it opens to view, thofe
delighttul profpects of the divine favour and felicity,
witch alone can mitizate the gloom of adverfity, and
cheer the * dark valley of the fhadow of death.”—
By the taith of the Gorpel, the whole foul 1s fubjected
to Chnift, who frwniphs over men to blefs them,
whofc gentle fway 15 truc felicity 5 for the conquefts
which he makes are deliverances from guilt and mif-
cry, and the glortous career which he purfues in fub-
duing men “to the obedience of faith,” is every

* SririT of Laws, book suiv. chap. iii. where
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where marked, not like that of other conquerors,
with blood and defolation, but with light and life,
with liberty and joy.”’”

Trrse are fruits peculiar to genuine Chriftianity.
If its profeflors have not always brought forth thefe
fruits, it 1s either becaude they have held the truth in
unrighteouinefs, or have had the form without the
power of godlinefs, or have denied and eppofed its
eflential doctrines ; or becaulc they have degraded it
by fuperftition, corrupted it by errors, or have em-
pleyed it only for purpofes of ftate. The truth as
it is in Jefus, 15 blamelefs. It would be abfurd to
charge it with the vices which it condemns, or with
the miferies which 1t 1s its: chief delign to alleviate,
and remove.

SeEING then we are blefled with fuch a religion, a
rcligion {o well adapted to enlighten 2 dark world,
poflefling eflicacy to fanctify and comfort the finner’s
heart, and every way fuited to the wretched ftate of
fallen man, how thankful fhould we be this day tor
its continuance among us ; that we are permitted to
enjoy its ordinances without any to moleft or make
us afraid ! How diligently and zealoufly fhould we
cherith its principles, defend its doctrines, and obey
its precepts, cxhibiting their fair fruits in our lives !
How anxious fhould we be, in this age of bold
infidelity, by all means in our power, to multiply the
difciples of this excellent religion, and particularly to
tranfimit 1it, purc and uncorrupt, to our pofterity.
Can he be a friend to his fellow-creatures who hates
Chriftianity, who oppofes its progrefs, who {eeks its
fubverfion, ridicules its ordinances, and wvilifics its
teachers ¢ Will not c¢very eood man, who 15 ac-

quamted

* Ste a Difcourfe before the Edinburgh Miffionary Society, 1796
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quainted with the nature, defign, and cflets of this
religion, wifh moft ardently that it may be univerfal
and perpetual ¢ You will not fail, my brethren, this
day, in concert with the multitude of our fellow-
citizens, aflembled for the fame purpofe, to offer un.
feigned thankigiving to God, for this chief of all his
bleflings, that the Chriftian Rehgion, fo contemned
and hated by fome, {o flighted and neglected by many,
{o often abufed cven by its profeflors and friends, is,
notwithftanding, ftill continued among us; that its Sab
baths remain unftricken from our calenders, and its
ordinances are upheld and attended by refpectable num-
bers ; that 1t ftill proffers to us 1ts rich treafures of
wifdom, ftrength and comfort for this litc, and opens
to us the gates of the New Jerufalem above, the city
of the hving God.

IN view of the various goodncfs of God which has
been fet before us in the foregoing Difcourfe, let us
offer to God correfponding gratitude and praife.—-
For this purpofe exprefsly was this day appointed.
To celebrate 1t to this end is no lefs our privilege than
our duty. To pervert it to licentious feafting, and
vain and thoughtlefs mirth, is as injurious to our
own fouls, as it is affrontive of the authority of our
civil Fathers, and difpleafing to God. Let our joy
be that of fober, refletting, thankful Chriftians, and
our feafting be *before God” as in his prefence, and
with hearts lifted up to him in fervent praife for all
his gifts.

1re rehigron, whofe excellencies we have attempted
to diiplay, abounds tn precepts and encouragement to
the duty of almfyriving. It holds up kindnefs and be-
nelicence to tie poor, as one of the brighteft ornaments

of the Chnifcan.  Tknow, my brethren, vour laudable
defire
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defire to be clothed with this ornament ¢ and it is in-
ftead of a thoufand arguments to prompt you to con-
{ider and rclicve the poor among you. You need
no perfuafion to the performance of a duty, which,
from long habit, {cems to have become natural to
you.* I have only to afk, that you take heed to
oive from fuitable motives, and to be clothed with all
other Chriftian virtues ; and God will affuredly blefs
and profper you in this life, and at Iaft admit you to
his kingdom, fo will you ever be with the Lord.

AMEN,

el
— e,

il

* THerE is annually, on the day of Thankfriving, a colletion for
the poor ; and the liberality of the inhabitants of this town, on thele
and other like occafions, is highly exemplary, and forms an amiable {rait

in their charaé&er.,
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APPENDTIX,

“Fererex rxTRIGUE, the bane of our in.
depence, peace, and proiperity, has been operating,
in this country, in various ways, for more than
twenty years palty in infidious cflorts to dimimifh our

national limits, importance, and refources,” &c.
Preceding Difcourlfe, p. 15.

IT 1s the object of this Appendix to {ubftantiate,
from fu“[a, the truth of that article in the plcccdllw
Difcourfe, of which the above is a part. In doing
this, 1 confider myfclt as dicharging an 1mportant
duty of my profcflion. The interelts of religion and
cood government, in the prefent ftate of the world, if
we may judge from the condition of France, and her
conquered countrics, lolland, Geneva, and Syvntzer-
land, are infcpnrab])-' mterwoven, and muft profper or
decay together. Anarchy 1s fatal to the religion and
morals, as well as to the political health and profper-
ity of a nation ; and {o, 1 believe, for the fame rcafon,
is French influence. To dev clope and oppolc 1,
thercfore, is to cfpoufe the caufe of the Church as well
as of the State.

Tz intrigucs, and confequent inftuence of France,
in this couitr y, I conceive, have corrupted, to an in-
calcuiable extent, all the {ources of our truc happinets.
Our political divifions and embarrafhments, and muci
of that Athetftical infidehity and 1mrehgion, which,
curing the laft twenty years, have made fuch alarming
progrels among us, arc probably but the potfonous

fruita
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fruits of our alliance and intimate intercourfe with
the French nation. Her {chemes and views concern-
ing us, through all our vicifiitudes, have been uni-
formly holtile to our deareft rights and interefts. In
proof of this, I appeal to the facts hereatter related.

AT a time when our holy 1011“101‘1 and our govern-
ment are formidably aflailed, by he fecret and fubtle
artifices of forcign enemics, it is incumbent on every
triecnd to C lmrtmnll} , and to his country, te unite in
oppoling their infidions and wicked defigns. e is
unworthy the name of a chriflian or a patriot, who,
in fuch a crifts as the prefent, is fient or inactive.
Surely the minifters of religion ought not to be con-
fidered as deviating from the duties of their profet-
ficn, while they unveil thofe political intrigues, which,
in their progrefs and operatioi, are undermining the
toundations, and blafting the fair fruits of that holy
rehigion which they preach, and which they are under
the oath of God to vindicate againit every {pecies of
attack.”

[ conress that I have been one of the many thou-
fands of my countrymen, who have felt an honeft ef-
tecm for, and a {fincere gratitude to I'rance, for the
aid fhe aflorded us during our war with Great-Britain,
and who unfeignedly rcjoiced with her at the com-
mencement of her revolution, in the profpect of her
enjoying the fweets of frecdom, and the bleflings of
an cqual government. But I am not afhamed now
to acknowledge, (and thoufands have donc the fame)
that this elteem, gratitude, and joy, were the ofispring
of ignorance. A devclopement ot the motives and
dehgns of France, in refpect to her alliance and inter-
courfe with us, md of the real nature and chject ot
her revolution, has produced an intirc change in my
own feelings and opinions. I can no longer confider
her government, at any period, cither under the mon-
archy or the republic, as having been truly friendly
to the interefts of the United Stwth, nor can I be-

* See Note (A). lieve
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lieve that the liberty and happinefs of Frenchmeri,
much lefs thofe of other nations, were thie real objeéts
of a majorlty of the authors and promoters of her re-

volution. The former 15 to be proved in the fequel ;

the Jatter 1s too obvious to require any proof. Judn'-
ing from the fruits of the French revolution, it muft

have had an /mpure origin.*  Sincere intentions in its
authors, generally (that fome of them might have
had pure views, I do not deny) to ameliorate the con-
dition of the French nation, and their neighbours,
could not have plunged them inte fuch extreme
wretchednefs. Had they really aimed at giving lib-
erty to the world, they would not have become liter-
ally the deftroyer of nations, and cruelly rivetted the
chains of {lavery on the millions they have conquered.
Tur documents already pubhihed by our own and
the French government, onc would think {uflicient
to convince all who had read them with an unpreju-
diced mind, that the policy of Yrance, from the be-
ginning of our conncxion with her, has been favour-
able neither to our refpectability nor our prolperity.
But as we have yet among us fomc unbelicvers in
French intrigue and duplicity ; fome who will not re-
nounce their obligations to gratitude for her affit-
ance ; who yct cherifh an aftection which has hitherto
ferved France as a conductor of poifons banetul to
our political conftitution, to our religion and morals,
I think 1t my duty to Iay before the public fome 1m-
portant documents not gencrally known, and which,
I conceive, will juftify the opinions I have here exs
prefled. Thefe documents, (and I here give but «
part of what arc in my poileflion) have rendered ne-
ceflary many explanatory notes and remarks, and fug-
ecited others, by way of inference, which I could not
torbear introducing : all mwethcl they have {welled
this Appendix to a fize much’ beyond my original in-
tention. The reader, howcever, who has p‘ltlence at-

* See Note (D) tentively
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entively to perufe the whole, T hope, will have no
reafon to rcgret that his time has been mifpent.
CoxcreNiNe the papers which follow, it is proper
to obferve, that they may be relied on as authentic,
having been copied trom the eriginels, partly with my
ewn hane d, and the remainder by a member of Con-

-

arefs in 1787,

A nvocerer which very clearly unveils the vicn‘.'f;
of I'rance refpecling I\mcnn and which will ferve
a clue to a tull umluﬂanduw of the commummtwm
of our Commutlioners tor Pcu.(.c (n hich will be brought
into view 1o thewr proper place) 1s Mr, Marbois®* coq/zu
dential letter to the Count de I'ergcancs, the French
Minifter of Foreign Affairs,  This lcttc1 fell into the
unds of our Commiflioners at Paris, was by them
rrandl: 1t(,._l. and forwarded to Conercls, and 15 taken
jrom a copy 1n the hand writing of one of the Com-
miffidners.

"Tranflation. No. 223.)

« P Jm‘? f. ; H At 52,
¢ 51y,
“« Sovta-Canorina acain enjoys the heaeit of a legdlative
bolv. * ~ = Trmetin Januwary at Jackionburgh, © ¥ 7 7
. on Il RJJLJ”L, WHO WS luLn TOVELrRor, ﬁp{,u-:d thie moct-

e with 2 fpeech nlLtt?) 111}11.1uu~.c.|, whereinn he reprefents, m
t]l"ll qu caient, H‘t ;:"J,.n’ L /u roef 1 H{J‘n{ [J‘b' .E‘; ]‘L-‘r "T L[}i

rancel 77 the Uited St.iie: oy oprofing bt dachuzariv hr,m.;...r
_F:.r; the faioe  This festinent /umuh mucly, Sir;  the different
States are cager' to declare it in their publie adts 5 and the 11r111~
cipal members of ';'*ﬂ cinmreny, and the wities~ emploved by them,
voould ,‘}rfi. :".r"..- spedarityy avore thos 1o adund any cgndvscad e
ares rof :rf!mu“. General Greene allinms, that m no
One Stile 15 wiile uﬂn.lﬂ ey lllL]Ll cdo 10 atried to 111I'r]1{31 Pl[’f]l,
but that thi, Wtocion s VUL L cecdud “J the falred f:?: A LJ-

!.:?H.'f.

. . T " e e -31 .
:'h'. ] -'é - \ = x

Mr, Marrinws, a decate lately arnived in Carohina from
Cnn“lcfa, his, it ois Liad, been Lhmr_n covarnor in the room ol Ar.

Rutlt..dge. He has conunuaicated Lo perions of the mott 1nly-
ClCEe

—

* Mr. Maibois, at the time he wrote this letter, was cither Seerctary
to the French Minitter in the United States, or Chatge of Affuirs, 1 bia
abience,

L
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:nce in his State, the w/timatum of the month of e laft, whe
approved of the clanfes m general, and particularly that one avhich
leaver the King mafter of the fernus of e treaty of poace or iruce, ox-
cepting mdependencc and treaties of alliance. A delegate from
South-Carolina told me, that this ultumatum was cqually well
known by perfons of rote in his State, and that 1t had given in-
tire fatisfaction there. It 1s the fame with regard to {cveral otier
States 3 and T believe I may aflure you, upon the teftimony of
fcvcml delegates, that this meafure is approved by a great ma-

J-H' rh

[ Waar this wltimaium was, which was thus fecretly
handed about among the leading men in the feveral
States, does not appear. The tenor of 1t may be in-
terred, however, from a principal clauie which 1s here
mcittioned ; Wh ch was, that the United States Thould
feave Lhe ng of Irance maficr of the terms of peace or
fruce, with two exceptions only.  This intripue was
in operation during chc winter of 17851 and 1482,
and the fruit ot it was the i ﬁrzzé?‘fam from Congrefs
to our Commiflioners for peace at Parts.  What thefe
inftructions were, and the diforaceful manner in which
they were obtained, will be mere fuliy feen prefently. ]

“ Dut Mr, Samuel Adams s vhine all his endeavours to raife,
m the State of Maflachultits, a ltrong Gppnﬁtinn to peace, 1f the
Faltern States are not thereby admitted to the fitheries 5 and n
particular to that of Newfoundland, Mr. Adums detights n
trouble and difirculty, and prides himfelf i forming an oppofition
agamit the government whereol he 1s himiclf Pref rdent. His aim
and intention are, to render the minority of confequence 3 and ag
this very momeat, heis attacking the conftitution of Maffachufetts,
although it be 1 a great meafure Ius own work,  But he has dif-
Iiked it fince the pzople have {hewn their uniform attachment to
i, Lt may be expedted that with this difpefition no meafure can
meet the approbation of Mr. S, Adams ; and il the States fhould
agree relative to the {lﬂicriﬂ, and be certam of partaking thm,'r‘n,
Al his manrres and intrigues would be diredted tow ards the
conquelt of C‘mad;t and Nova-Scotin; but he could not have
ufed a fitter engine than the fitheries for fiiidng up the pathons
of the caftern ]}Eﬁplt., by renewing this gucllion, " which had lain
dormant during his two years ablence from Doftone He has
ratfed the expedtations of the peovle of Muftchufetts Lo an extra-

ardimiry p:LLh T'he public prints hold orth the importance of
e fitheries, The rei guimg toalt i the aft is,  May the United

tates
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States ever maintain their right to the filheries.” It has been of.-
ten repeated in the deliberations of the General Court, ¢ No peace
without the fitheries.” However clear the principle may be in
this matter, it would be ufelefs; and even dangerous, to attenpt
informing the people througs the public pupers.  But it appears to me
poflible to ufe means for preventing the confequences of fuccefs
to Mr. 5. Adams, and 4is party 3 and I take the liberty of {ub-
mitting them to your difccrnment and imdulgence.”

[ Mr. S. Ap.anms, who was at this time Prefident of
the Scnate of Maflachufetts, had lately returned from
Congrels, where he became acquainted with the de-
{igns and ntrigues of the French minifter and his
agents, to deprive us of the fifheries.  Accordingly,
as becamc a friend to the profperity of his country,
he oppoled their defigns with all his influence, and we
iee here the treatment he reccived from our good allies,
for his fidelity. Such treatment was not peculiar to
Mr. SaMUuEL Apams 3 Mr. JouNn Apams, Mr. Jav,
and indced cvery leading character who dared openly
to clpoufe the interefts of his own country, in oppoh-
tion to the vicws of France, met with fimilar trcat-
ment.  This was the cafe not only in America, but in
France. A lctter from onc of the Commiflioners ot
Peace, dated Paris, Nov. 17, 1782, {ays, “ The lcalt
appearance of an independent {pirit in any American
minifter, has been uniformly caufe enough to have
his character attacked.” The fame policy has been pur-
{ued by France cver fince.  Every independent Ame-
rican who has dared to advocate the interefls of his
own country, againit her infidious defigns upon our
profperity, has been calumniated by her emiflaries
among us.

[T appears that the French agents were formerly in
the habit of writing {peculations in cur public papers,
to anlwer thelr own views. < It would be ufclefs,
(fays M. Marbois) and cven dangerous, to attempt in-
torming the people 7hrough the public papers”  Is 1t
rafh to fuppofe that many of thofe virulent and ca-
lumnious pieces againft our government, its oﬁicelg

an
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and meafutes, which have appeared in our oppofition
papers, have bzen from the pens of the agents and
fpies of France in this country ]

“ Oxte of thols means would be, for the King tc caufe it to be
intimated to Congrefs, or the Mimfters, his {urprife that the
Newfoundland filherics have been :ncludcd in the additional m-
ftrudtions 5 that the United States fet forth therein pretenfions,
without paying regard to the King's nights, and without confid-
cring the lmpmlhtlm’ thev are ander of maki my conqueft, and
Lcﬁpmg what belongs to Great-Britain.”  His Md_]ell) might at
the fame time caufe 4 fromife to be gncn to Congrefs, “of his
sdiftance for procunine admillion to ths cther ffheries, [What
other fitheries 2] doclaring, bovevor, that Fe avould wst be anfaverable
for thr Saccefrs and that ke is bound to nothing, as the treaty makes
no mention of that article.”” This declaration being made before
the peace, the hopes of the people could not be fupported, nor
could it one dav hereafier be faid that we left them m the dark on
this point. It were to be withed indeced, that this declaration
could be made whilit New-York, Ch'trlcﬂun, and Penobicot are
in the cnemy’s hands,  Qur allice acill be ffs TRACTABLE than ever
upon thefz pointsy evfemior they recover thefe duipsrtant pofts”?

[THis paragra ph is inftead of a volume, to fhew
the reaf views of France towards this country. |

“ Tuere are fome judicisas™ perfons, to whom one may fpeak
of giving up the filheries and the ——— of the wef}, for the fake
of peace 3 bur there e enté ufiaffsy™ who flv our at this idea ;

and their numnbers cannot fail of increating, when, after the Ing-
h‘h arz exnelled this continent, the bmthen of the war will ic*mc
bs feit. It is alrzady obiervable, that the advecies for peace are
of thofe wio hve in the ceuntry.  The inhabitunts of towns,
vhom commerce enriches 5 mechanics, who receive a higher pay
than before the w '11‘, .md ive or fix times more than in Lumpe.,
do ot wilh tor it. D it s a Fappy ['Jufﬂjmf.u, that this divifiars
E2 reardy coual i o n{ , mw’ awna [he Stafesy fince OUR INFLU-
ENCE cam irclivs tie foane illor for j.mc oF Aty WEICH CUCr N0 iy

:j-.n-rfn 12

.fJ--l-
[ Wiro, clicr reading this, will deny that French in-
enes, 1o very alairming exeent, once exifted in this
country,

The Creved lLr!I‘“- “_;':r,:.f'f: rers pertons,” and S enthy) .,L,Hr render-

d zoeording: *nt' ¢ Ll fan wul ity Dapes 0o I‘mhbmmrm:

-n'. by .:H; ecnt fricnds of Amenca wha oppofe 1t tL”H“‘-",l..:

o~ pattage fllu 13 be read tis o Thore ave funme :.’.:J,‘J;.; Lo OUr 1.
¥ c':wi, to waon one may fpeak, Jeo But there are uihu trdtepicdent

Fiinds urlm..r couiitrr B opnefition to v, who v cut,” Je.
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country, and even m our legiilature. It would be a

difhicult tafk to prove, that it has, at any period fince,
cealed to exilt among us, and that to a (lf.‘“ICL cxlreme-

ly injurious to our tmnquﬂht\']

“ Aworuer means of preferving to France fo imporiant 2
branch of Ler comimerce and navigation, is that proposied to you,
Sir, by M. viz. the conuvt& of Cape-Breton, Tt feems
to me, as it does 10 th.lt mnifter, the onlv fure means of contaii-
g within bounds, wlen peace is nuude, thofe fwarms of fmug-
glers, who, without regard to treaties, will turin all their activity,
darmg fpirit and means towards the fitheries 5 whofe undertuk-
ings Congrels will not perbaps have the power or the will to re-
prefs. It 1t be apprehended that the peace, which 1s to put an
end to the prefent war, will prove difagrecable to any of the Uni-
ted States, there appewrs 10 me a certain method of suarding
ogainfl the elfeéls of this difeontent, of preventing the declarations of
iome States, and other refources uhlch purtulent minds might em-
ploy for avatling themielves of the prefent jun&ure.  This would
be for his Majelly to caufe a memorial to be delivered to Con-
arefs, v.*lu_lcm fhould be lated, the ule made by minifters, of the
powers trufted to them, by that Affembly ; and the impediment
which may have flood in the way of fuller fatisfaltion on every
point.  This ftep would certainly be plealing to Congrels ; and
fhould it become neceflary to inform the people of this nn.mam]
it could calily be done. They would be #gotored by 1, and it
might prnhubly beget the voire and concurrence of lhe public, L
fubmit thade thouglits to you early 3 and thoush peace appears
vet to be diftant, Sir, by rcafon of the delavs and difficulties at-
terding the communications, that peried will be a ¢rifrs, when the
PARTISANS of France and Lnplund will openly appear ; and when
that power will employ cvery means to diminifh cur influcsce and
re-cllablith her own.,  [f is trae, the mm:PE\DHT party «ill al-
wuys fland in great cvant of onr fupports The fears amd jealoufics
qehich o remesilbrance of toe ferner government « Lu;// alavays praduce,
amnft operate as the ﬁ{/r"’-"fﬂ?ﬁf tr cur alliunce, and as a fecurity for {oe
attachm.nt of the Americans to ws. Buritis beft to be prepared
for any dilcontent, although it thould be but wemporary.”

I‘I-Irnr Is 2 molt import'mt fext, on which the mea-
fures and 111[11”*111_5 of France, in reference to this
country fince the peace of 1781, may be conlidered
as the comment. € "The independent pdltv, (meaning,
no doubt, “ the Partifuis of France,” of whom he had
jult ipoken,) il afieew ftand in great need of our

{vl nott.”?
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fupport.”  With what propriety e could call this
party independent, when at the fame time he fays they
will always nced fupport, is diflicult to conceive 5 no
epithet was ever more 1mproperly applied, e:accpt per-
haps m the inftance of a newfpaper, which has long
been devoted to the interclts of France, ftyled, ¢ The
INpepennext Chronicle”  The meaning of this word
in both cafes {fcems to be exactly {ynonymous.

W have much evidence to believe, that France,
““always faithful 1o ber friends,” has unlfermly afforded
her < independent partifans,” in this country, a generous
¢ {upport.” It is not for us to fay in what this ¢ {up-
port” confifted, or in what way communicated.—
"This we know, however, that ¢ Geuct brought with
him nearly a million dollers, in roleaus of gold, conven-
icnt for difiribution ; and that he drew the laft from
the depofitary the day his fucceflor arrived at the feat
of government” ; which accounts for Fauchet’s com-
p! \int of the want of «fome thoufands of dollars,”
for his friend Rands!ph, at this timec the head of the
“ fudepondent party,” and with which < the chublic
(of France) could have decided on cvil war or peace.”

Trere 15 another branch to this #ex¢ which de-
icrves notice, viz. “ The fears and jealoufreswhich a
remembirance of the fmmu covernment will always
nt oduu,, muft operate as the /aﬁyad to our alliance,
and as @ f{u-’? H'v' for the attachment of the Americans
to us.” In pian lancuage thus: “In order to fix
and preferve our control over the Americans, we mult,
by adl macans, chenfh their Jatred and jealosfies towards
Great-britam.”  'This fm-f*iu:/"'m policy has been
eadih 'puri'tul and with very confider able fuccefs,
cvee fince the e u:L, but putu,ulall\; dﬂLC the com-
mencenient of tie humpc an war 3 witnefs the clofe
ot AaeUs funieis noie of Nov. g, 1/96. Witnefs ali
the oppofition papers in the United States.  With the
l*wuch and their partifans in the United States, every
req! triend to kis country, v ho has oppofed taeir de-

oradimg
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trading views, has been calumniated as devoted to
the intercfts of Br itain, and have bcen coilectively

called, with Apans and WasmineToN at their bhead,
a “ Britifth faction.” ]

“ It is remarked by fome, that as England has other fifhertes,
befides Newfoundland, fhe may perhaps endeavour that the Anier-
icans Thould partake in that ot the Grand Dank, in order to con-
ciliate their affcétions, or procurc them fome compenifation, or
create a fubje@ of jealoufy between them and us. But it does
not feem likely that fhe will a& fo conirary to her true mterelt ;
and were {he to do {o, it will Le {or the better to have declared,
at an early period, to the Amertcans, that their pretenfion 15 not
founded, and that his Majefly does not {upport .

¢ ] am, &c.

¢ Barse pr Marsois.”

-

I Now procced to detail fome extracts from the
original communications of our Commiffioncrs for
neg Ocnung a peace™ at Paris, in 1782, with connelt-
ing and explanatory remarks.

“ Parisy Nov. 15, 1732,

“ THE inftrudtions from Cenerefs, which dired us to pay fo
fuict an attention to the French miniftry, and to {ollow their ad-
¥ice, are concelved in terms {o univerful and uniimited as to give
a great deal of anxiety to my mind. There is no man more 1m-
prefled with the oblieation of obedience to mfirudtions ; but in
ordmary cafes, the principal is {fo near the deputy, as to be able ts

atten

* Thefe Commiflioners were, the Honourable Joun Apants, BEX-
JAMIN IrANKLIN, JouN JAy, and Hzsey LLAURENS.

+ What thefe embarrafiing mfiractions were, the reader, no doubt,
will wifh to know, and I will gratify him mamediatcly. They were ¢x-
exprefied in the following language, ¢ You are at liberty to fecure the
intereft of the United St:it._a, in fuch manner as circumitances may di-
rect, and as the flate of the belligerent, and the difpofition of the medi-
ating powers may require.  For this purpofe, you are to make the moit
candid and cenfidential communications, upon a/f fudjeds, to the Hinw
:fers of our moft gracious ally, the King of France s 1o undertake so24-
ing 10 the courfe of the negociations fur prace ov truce, wuithout tavir
&nowvledge and concurrence 3 anst ultonately to govern yourfolves by thesr
adzice and opinion 3 endeavowing, in your whole conduét, to make them
fenfible how much we rely upon his Majelty’s influcnee for effedtual sup-
port m every thing that may be neceflary to the pn_mu feeurity and -
ture profpenty of the United States of Americe.”  How thefe humiliats
ing and difsracetud infirudtions were obiancd, remains to be told,
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attend to the whole progrefs ef the bufinefs, and to be mformed

of every new fa&, and every fudden thought.

« Aupassapors i Farope can fend exprefles to their courts,
and give and reccive intelligence from them with the utmeft cer-
taintv.  In fuch cales there is no room for mifiakes, mifunder-
flanding, or {urprile.  Dut in our eafe, it s very different. We
are at an immenfe diflance ¢ difpaiches arc lmblc to foul play,
and veifels are fubject to accident 3 new {cenes open ;3 the timé
prefes 3 various muions ae i fufpenfe, and neceflity forees us to
St

“ Wit can we doif 2 French mimifter advifes us to cede to
Spam the whole river Mifiiﬁy m, and five hundred miles of terni-
torv 1o the eallward of it, are we boand by our inftruétions to

2wt our fiznature to the cethen, when the I'_nfrhﬂl themfelves are
wiliings we thould extend to the rivar, and enjoy our natural right
toits vavigation ¢ IF we fhoutd be counfelled to reiinguith our
rizhi to the fitherv on the Grand Bunk f Newfoundland, when
Ii:c Dritth minitiry are ready by treaty to acknowledge our right
to 1t, are we Gbll"l.d to relinquith it 2 If we are adviied to re-
hcr :111d comp:n.m tiic Tories, are we to comply 2 1f we knevw,
or have reafen to beliove, thar thines which will have weight up-
on the minds of the L.uzm numfirx aounft us, upon fnmr: POINES,

will be communicated to them in inn;._ Wity or otuer, fecict ov
cpen, if wa communicate them to this court, are we bound to do
it ! I canner mink that a conitrudion fo diteral and fevere, was
ever miended 1’1 b2 put upon them j and therefore I fee no way
of doing my duiy 1o Co: :r*r:is, bus te interpret the iftrultions as
we do f'e*lﬂml precepts and maxins, by fuch refinctions and hm-
11'1*101‘15 as reaion, ICCLIIIU , aud the nature of lnlnfﬁ; demand.

“ It mav "r netimes he known to a deputy, that an inflrudion
from his principal « '*'15 civen upon {ulfe information § what is he
10 GO ! W}f 1 1¢ lows that if the truth had be:.n know, his
principal would h:u‘ ziven a dire&t contrary advice, 15 he to fol-
tow thet which ifzed from miflake 2 When he Lnow S, Or has
ealy gead ground to believe, that if his principal was upon the
{pat, and fu 11" 1:"10rm“u of [Jn. prefent iiate of LI &3y he would give
contrary diredionc, is ke bound by fuch as werz given before -"

“ It canno: be u:.:::c*‘, that inftruéions are bmduw s that it 1s -
n duty to obev them, and that a departure {rom (hem cannot be
i 18idcd s butit cannot be d...m:d I think, en the other hand, that
i1 cur 1*::::.:1 ar dituatien, cafes may he ppnr, i which it may Dbe-
come ¢ur Guiy o L.C."]End upon bewe exenled, or if vou will, par-
doned, for preivamny ihat if Lonﬁrcis WCIC upon the fpot, they
would judze as e do.

“1 rrusemi net to difiate 3 but I may venture to give my
r-pmmn, as I do {reelv, and with much real concern for the pub-

Lic, that it would b2 much better if every inflruction in being were
totally
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totally repealed, which enjoins upon any Ametican minifter to fol-
low the advice, or atk the advice, or even to communicate with
any I'rench or other minifter in Europe ; it 1s an inextricable em-
burtatlinent every where. Advice would not be more feldem
alized, nor commencation lefs frequent 3 it would be more freely
given. A communication of information, or a requeft of counfel,
would then be reccived as a compliment, and a mark of refped
it is now confidered as a duty and a right.  Your minifters would
have more weight, and be more refpedted through the world.

“ Coxcress cannot do too much to give weight to their min-
Hters, {or they may depend upon it, great and unpuflifiable means
are ufed ¢ prevent trem from acquiring reputation, and even to prevent
an idea taking rooty that any thing has bezny or can be done by them.
And there is nothing that humbles and deprefles, nothing that
fhackles and confines, in {lort, nothing that renders totally ufelefs
your minifters in Europe, fo much as thefe pofitive inftrucions to
confult and communicate with French minilters on all occafions,
and to follow their advice. And I really think it would be better
to conftitute the Count de Vergennes our {ole mimfter, and give
him tull powers to treat and make peace with all Europe, than
to conttnue any of us under the mftrudions m being, if they are
to be underftood in the unlimited fenfe which fome perfons con-
tend for. I hope nothing indecent has efcaped me upon this oc-
cafion. If any expreflions appear too ftrong, the great import-
ance of the fubje&, and the deep impreflion 1t has made on my
mind and heart, muft be my apology-.

* 3 ¥ 3

Paris, Nov. 1782.

¢ WHEN I fpeak of this {I'rench] court, I know not
that any other minifler is included than that of foreign affairs.
A whole fyflem of pilicy is mow as glaring as the day, awhich perbaps
Congrefs and the people of Awerica bave lit:lz fufpicion of The evi-
dence now refults from a large view of all our Kurcpean negocia-
tions. The fame principle and the fame fyttem have been uni-
formly purfued from the beginning of my knowledge in Europe,
in Apnl, 1778, to this hour. In fubflance it has been this:
afiftance afforded us in naval force and in uonzy, to kecp us from
Juccumbing, and nothing mere ¢ To prevent us froem ridding sur-
fetves avbolly of onr cncimies, and from growing rich and poverful :
To prevert us from obtaining ackmoavledpments of our independeuce
by other foreign poawersy and from acquiring confideration in Lurspe,
or any advantage in the peace but avhat is exprefily fipulated ir
the treaties » To depriv: us of the Gramd Fifhery, the Mijiippe

-y

rivery the Weflern lands, and to faddle us avith the fories.”

F * Iy
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Ix confirmation of this, the writer proceeds to de-
clare, that from all he could colleét trom Mr. Dana’s
ncgociations in Ruflia, Mr. Adams’s in Holland, and
Mr. Jay's in Epain, it was very evident, that the
Marquis de Verae, the Count de Moitmerm, and the
Duke de la Vauguion, the French miniters at thele fev.
cral courts, had all been governed by the fame in-
fructions, viz. inftead of favouring, to prevent, it poi-
fible, the fuccefs of our minifters in getting our inde-
pendence acknowledged.

Fron the fame letter it further appears, that in
Holland, the Duke de la Vauguion did ail in his power
to prevent the fuccefs of our miniiter at that court ;
and 1t was the opinion of our minifter, that the Duke
had inftructions from the French Minifter {o to do.
But when the Duke was firmly told, that no advice
of his, or the Count dc Vergennes, nor cven a requi-
fition from the King, fhould reftrain him, and was
convinced that our minifter would fucceed, the Duke,
in the truc fiyle of French policy, fell in with him, in
order to give the alr of Freich influence 10 meafures,
which French influence never could have accomplifh-
ed ; and which he thought would have been carried
cven 1f he had oppyed it. The letter proceeds :

“Tursr L08&s may alarm Congrefs more than they ought.
There is nothing to tear but the want of firnenc/i in Congrefs.
freneh palicy ds fo fubtle, [o poctrating and encroacting a thing, that
tre only evay fo oppofo Ity dr by be ffeadyy patient, ard defermincd.
Poland and Sweden, as well as Corfica and Geneva, exhibit for-
rid effects of (his pilicy, BrCAUSL 1T WAS YiCLpep To., Whereas
switzerland, who never were afraid of France, and were always
Frrny has found her an excellent ally for 150 years vaft.*

“ Ir we arc {teadily {upported by Congrefs, we thall go clearly
to windward of them ; but if Congrefs wavers, and gives way,
the United States will reecive a blow that they will not recover
wn fifty vears.”

= N . e

“ Wr have nothing to {ear from this {French] court, but in
the particulars above mentioned. The alliance is too neceflary
to them 5 we are too effentiad to them, for them to violate the

) treatics,
* See Note (Q)
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treaties, of fnally fo difeuff and alicnztz wr, Dut they have not
known, any more than England, the men avith avbom they hace to db.

“« WueN we fee fhe Lrench iniiiguing avith the Enclifps acainff
25, We have no way to oppofe 1t, but by renfoning with the Eng-
lith, to fhew that they are mtended to be the dupes.

A ¥ v 7

Tur reader is requefted to bear in mind, that thefe
letters were written in 1782, at a time when that im.
mende debt of gratitude to France was dccumulating,
which fhe, and her partifans here, have fince {o often
thrown 1n our teeth, and whiclr they would with us
to pay at no lefs a price than our fivercignty and indc-
pendence.  Is it poflible that fuch perfidicufucfs {hould
have been rewarded with the ¢ffeem and gratitude of
Americans ! What {hamelefs effrontery muft it have
required in the minifters of I'rance, who kneww all thefe
things, to ftyle themfelves, and their nation, our “dcar
friends and allies” ; to aflume to themfelves the merit
of giving us independence !t But the one half has not
yet been told. '

Tue following extracts from, and fummarics of,
the original correfpondence of our Commiflioners, in
the years 1782 and 1783, and Monl. Gerard’s private
memorials to Congrefs, with the accompanying re-
marks, were made at Philadelphia, by 2 member of
Congrefs, a man of much penetration and refpectabil-
ity, in 1783, while the points with France, and the
ceneral treaty of peace, were 1n difcuflion, and may
be depended on as giving a correct view of thefc {ub-
jects.

Tue Commiffioners, in their jeint letter, flating the progrels
ol the neyociations for peace, und inclofing the preliminary ar-
ticles, fay, *As we had reafon to imagime that #e articles e
[fpolting the boundaries, the refupees, and lle fiferyy did nit corref-
pand wwith the feelings of thiy court (meaning Trance) we did not
communicate the preliminaries to the minifler until after they
were figned ; and not even then, the feparate article. We hope
that thefe confiderations will excufe our having fo far departed
irom the fpirit of our inftru&ions.”

Oxz of the commifiioners, in kis letters, fuys, that the courts ol

Fronce
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Yrance and Spain® were oppofed to us, as to the fifhery, the
boundaries, the Militippi, and the refugees, and uvied every means
in their power to deprive us of the three former, and to faddle us
with the latter; that the Count de Vergennes, and his confidential
fecretarv, M. Raneval, whom he often employed to fpeak his fen-
timents, and carry his pomts, had repeatedly decinred, that they
thought the claims of the Dritifh, {for compentfation to the tories,
were suff and politic 5 that every precedent was in their favour g
that it would be difgraceful m Britwin to relinquidh thofe claims,
and that we ouzht to accede to them.

Axovier of the commiflioners, in his letters, fays, that the
Count de Vergennes and Raneval infifted very firongly, that he
thould treat with Mr. Ofwald under his firft commiflion, alleging,
that our independence might be fecured by treaty; that Dr
F——n was of the fame opinion with the Count and his fecretary,
and wanted to begin the negociations with Mr. Ofwald under the
firlt commiflion 5 but that he (the commiflioner writing)} abfo-
Intely refufed to do it ; that the Count de Vergennes and Rane-
val denied our having any right to {fuch extent of teriitory as we
had claimmed, and alio to the fithery on the Banks, and advifed
Iim by no micans to infift on {uch cluims, alleging, that it was im-
pofiible for Britain to accede to them ; that they infilted upon his
trecatmg with the Count de Aranda {the Spanith muintfter) without
Jeeing his commiflion from the court of Spain, or even afking for
1it, alleging, that he had no right to do this, as Spain had not ac-
knowledged our indeperdence, though Spain was then defirous
of treating with him under his commiilion {rom the United States,
as Independent States, which commiffion the Count de Aranda
had fecn, but refufed to thew his commiffion, or to fay whether
he had any or not ; that the Count de Vergennes and Raneval
fupported the Spanifhy claimy, in oppsfiiion £ o sy to a grea part of
the weltein and fouthern territory, and denicd our having a right
to the ufe of the Miflifippi, infilting upon it, that we ought to
give up thofe claims, or that we muft not cxpect a treaty with
Spain, as the certainly could not recede 3 that Razeva/ had even
cone {0 far as to prefent him with a «written memmorialyt Rating the
Spanifh right to thut territoiy, and the exclufive navigation of the
Miilifippt, and denying ewr haviag any right to cither; that about
the fame time, Mr. Marbois® letter (already reciced) made its ap-
pearance, holdmg up the fame ideas as Count de Vergennes und
Raneval had been urging, as to our claims to teriiery, the fith-
crics, &c. 5 that Connt de Vergennes communiczted to Mr. Iitz-
herbert, the Britfh minifter to treat with Frunce on peace, the
views of ithe courts of France and Spain, as to our clams, which

Mr.
© SparN, it appears, was mtrigued nto this oppolition by the court
of I'rance,

1 This momorial was fent to Congreds by one of our cemmiffioners,
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Mr. Tiszherbert ftint to Lord Shelburne, as evidence that there
wits 1o necelhity for the Britith conrt to accede to our cluimy, they
not bemg fupported by thofe powers 5 this prevenied ticir {end-
e Mr. Ofwald a new commmithon to treat with Mr, Jay.*  "Uhat
;Innn after this, the Count de Vergennes and Count de Aranda,
fearmy that Mr. Ofwald mighr, by his Hunortunity, prevail on
Lord bhclhumc Lo give Lim a new commillion and indructions
to clofe with M. _].‘} o propolitions, fent M. Rancval over 1o Lon-
don, to ftate to the Brinth mimfiry the fitwation of things, and
prevent Mr, Ofwald fucceeding in lis application.  Mr. Juy and
Mr. Ofwald were foon « cqudmtcd with the mutlicn of M. Raneval,
and the objed of it; they in confequence dire@ly fent ofl M.
Vaughan, to ftate to Lord ShLlhmnc the bufinefs of M. Raneval,
.nd the views with which he was fent ; to fhew him ( Lord Shei-
burne) that France and Spain withed to prevent Britain and
America agreemg on terms, they being defrisus of continung the
war ; and knowme that Ameriea was not bound to continue 1t on
her part alfter Britain thould Lave acknow i._dgcd ler indepen-
dence 3 to convinee liim that it was the interelt of Great-Britamn
to make peace with America on the terms pmp{)ﬁ:d by nr. Jav ;
that the views of France were diredtly oppoted to the interelt both
of America and Dritain 5 and that if’ any attention was pad to
the reprefentations of Raneval, Frunce and Spam would probably
cltablith their own mntereft to the ruin both of Drizain and Amer-
e, Mr. Vauchan was well inflructed in every point by ¥Mr, Of
wald and M, Ja} s his information fatisfied Lord Shelburne, and a
new commiflion, vath proper inftrudtions, were fent to »Ir. Ofivald.
Ii another letter, this fame commuilioner {ayvs, that Irance 1 'n*
tended, if p(aﬂinh, to continwe the war, and o keen Amenc
volved init, with a view to reduce and impoverith both L11 din
and America, as much as poitible ¢ that if Whis could not be cf-
feéied, then to place Ametrica, by the peace, in a fituation as de-
pendent upon Licr as fhe could : that in order to this, the intended
to deprive us of the Bank fithery ; to ftraiten and nurrow our
limits 3 to {addle s with the refugees ;5 to place the Spanith clole
to our borders on one fide, and Lhe Lmllh on the other. Thus
circumitanced, France could eafily foment quarrels between Amer-
ica and Great-Britam or Spain,  This would often rander thew
aid neceflary to Ameiica 3 and by habituvating her to look up o
France for fupport and protedticn, and being able, m every e
o vy 10 ﬂipui;nv her own terms for the fupport {he might give,
the arpendence of America upon Iiance would have been cer Luin,
et ot Lt probable. ThHe

J—— -—-— — ——— — — —_

—_ -

1.*

MR Jay was, at thiv tin oy covfidered by the wiiter, as the only
p e commlioner for posoe, tho it Paris 3 as Mr. Adams had not

~ived from Holland, and D, Franklin was i much in the Prench tita
tores , that he was not confulted on thofe points, which iv was neceflay

to concetd from Count de Veredinca,
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Tre compenfation to the Tories, and their admuflion into
America, were points which Trance urged with great zeal and
addrefs 5 for as the Tories were high Royalifts, fhe expected to
attach thcm to her mtereit, and play them off againft the indepen--
dent party, agreeably to M. Marbois” ideas: and 1f, by her in.
fluence, the property ot the "Lories had been by treaty to be re-
flored, this would have given her preat weight in their minds,
and made them devoted o her views,

From thefe letters it further appears, that if America relied on
the love of the Irench tor hiberty and republicaniim, or their at-
tachment to America, or their dilnterefted difpofition to promote
her welfare, fhe would entircly lean on a broken reed, that would
afluredly, one day or other, pierce her fide 3 witnels Geneva, Cor-
fica, &c. 5 that Dr. F—-n was with the French gencrally i
opmion, and frequently urged the mftructions to be governed by
the advice of that court in thetr negociations, .,1llcg1nﬂ* that it was
m confequence their duty to ﬁ}llow fuch advice.

Wuen Mr. Jay faw clearly the views of the French cowrt as
to America, he determined to leep the negoctations a fecret,
though contrary to inftiu&ions, clfe the interelts of America would,
in his opinion, have Lizen roined.

Iv appears from onc of the commillioners’ letters, that M. Ran-
eval, on bis return from Eneland, was much emburraffed when he
found that it had been difcovered where he had been ; for it was
given out that he was gone into the country fora ﬂ,w days ; and
that he pretended, afier he faw our commiflioners were acquaintcd
with his having been there, that he went on purpofe to gain for
Amertca thofe very points which he and his principal, Count de
Vergennes, had infifted upon being eiven up, as being without
any jult ground, and unreafom: ble for Amfzrlcq to claim. He
further pretended, that the new commitlion and inftru&ions to Mr.
Ofwald were procured by Ais ﬁrln:‘:hrf;wzf in favour of Americall!

Oxe of the commlﬁloncrs, in a letter, fays, “ Mr, Fitzherbert
(thc Britiflh minifter) told me, that Count dc Vcrqcnncq had ﬁfty
times reproached him for ceding the fitheries, and faid it was ruin-
ing both the Britth and French commerce,  Had we not figned
the tre caty before Trance, and communicated to the minifter that
vwe were Teidy, he would have fuid that you muft not fign till we
fizn, This vould have been a continuance of the war for another
year at leait, Ul peice depended on a day. Parhament had
buen wautng long 3 and once provogued, the mumfter was o
prefded he could wot have met 1".,1111.1mcnt, and have kept his
]‘}1;100, without an Q) Teement upoll terms, lf:dﬂ, with America. J#
ve had not fignod, the wiaiitry would have been changed, and
the cotiion eeme 1wy, and the whole world knows, thie coalition
would not have wude petce on the pr“f:'ﬂt terms, and of courfe
notalad e venr, The fron avas flrudk G He foao criticad ancnients

SRR .:J o l",-r Ly j‘r? e f.'l.'t:f-” ..ﬂ- LETTEIW
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A rrvrer from one of the commiflioners to the Secretary of For-
eign Affairs, of July 9, 1783, fays, ¢ The Duke dela Vauquion and
Mr. Drontzen together, laft Saturday, faid, “if you had not figned
when you did, we fhould not hive figned when we did,”” It they
had not figned when they did, D’Litaing would have failed from
Cadiz, and nobody in that cafe would have figned to this day. It
15 not poflible for men to be i more difagreeable circumitinces
thai we were,  We are nong of us of principles or difpofitions to
take pleafure in going agamft your fentiments, Sir, much lels
thofe of Congrels 3 but in this cafe, if we had not done 1t, our
counitry would have loft advantages beyond compenfation.”

Fuly 10,

“ Tuerk 1s another point now in agitation, in which the Trench
will never give us one good word : on the m*ltltn vy they will
fay every thing they can to perfuade the Englifh to deprive us of
the tnde of their Welt-India iflands. I‘h:.} have, already, by
their emiffaties, been the chief caufe of the change of fentiments
i London on this head againlt ws.  fir geweraly they fee avith pain
every appearance of relurning real and ol Jiz | piiondfbip, fuch as may
Fe permanent between us and Great-Britain, 02 the contrary, they
Jee swith pleafure cvery foed of contention betavecir uss The Tories are
an excellent engine of muichiet between us and them, and there-
fore very precious.  Eaclufion from the Weft-India iflands will
he allo another. T hold it to be the wmdilpenfuble duty of my
ftation not to conceal from Congrefs thefe truthse Do wot bt us
be dupes under the idea of befug grateful. Innumerable ancedotes
happen daily to fhew that thefe fentiments are general.  If there-
fore we have it in contemplatton to avoid a future war with the
Lnglith, do not let us have too much coniidence in the French,
that they will favour us in this view.”

I'roy anaiher letter ¢

“ To talk of confidence in a general jiyle, in the French court,
1s to ufe a general language, which may mean almoft any thing,
or almoit nothing,. T a certain degree, and as far as the trea-
ties and cnb.;trrementq extend, I have as much confidence in the
French court as Congrefs has, or even as you, Sir, appear to have.

Jut it by confidence in that court is meant, an opmton that they
would advocate our right to the fifliery, terntory, Miihfipps, or
the {haking off the refugm.s, I own I have no {uch confidence, nor
never hdcl T mutt, after what I have {ecn and heard, have been
an idiot to have entertaned the opinton 17

IF'rom another letter :

“ NotHinGg more is to be expedted by the defimtive treaty.
We can get no farther ccflions from the Briufh, without paying
more for it thun you will get by it.  Should the other powers be
ready to fign before us, and it is probable they w;ll be, we mult
adopt the proviftonal treaty as a definitive one.” « Tur
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t« T'ur United States mult bear up the confederation. 1€ they
do not preferve and {trengthen the union, we fhall be the fport or
the European powers.  C ‘grcf, or fome body, mult live the
power o reculate trade, and of formimg a navigation adt, or {or-
cigniers will ran away with our currving muL? ﬂ.hd we {hail be a

w 1}

fet of cultivators {or theie bunefic.
Tue commiflioners 1 onc of their jomt letters, fay, “ We be-

hieve the Trench mimiter /2 jar our friend as corvejpands wwith Fis
fiftonn for prosesting the infereft and glirv of Fravce,  (God forbrd we
thould cver facritice eur faith, &c. 3 and may he {orbid allo, that
we thould ever be unmindtful of our own dignity.  Since awe fave
:?Jf'; ¢f j‘r!'c’ i the f”"r!!.’r, !/./‘J‘?ciu, e WS inllc .H{., ad PRISIARY,
ard nof o SECONDARY P: 50t
Jre Irasuiiy, inoone of lus letters, fays, 1 do not {ce that
the French have any reafen to complain of our keeping the treaty,
and the feparate article, from them.  Nothing wus thpulated to
their prejudice 5 and fome of the {hipulations were to have foree,
but by a fubfequent a&t of their own. 'The nomination of five
perlons as negociators feems to mark that Congrefs had fome de-
pendence on our joint judgment, fince one alene coukd have made
a treaty by the direction of the French mmiflry, as well as twenty.”
In a leiter of December 14, Br. I fays, « We know this court:
and Span o be againft our claims to the weltern territory 5 and
having no recafon o thirk that Jines [boundaries ] faveurable could
ever have beon chtained, we finall; asreed 1o thofe deferibed i

this article.”

Firrr follow the obizrvations of the member of

Congrefs,before merttioned,made at Philadelphia while
the points were i difcuflion. I rclate them in his

own words and order. Made at the time they were,
and under circumitances {fo advantazeous for know-
ing the truth, and with {fuch authentic and full evi-
cdence to fupport them, his obfervations cannot fail to
have great weight with 2l candid readers.

Movs, Chevalier de Lurerne memorialized Congrefs Iafl year
(1762) i fveur of the Tories, and endeavoured to prepare Con-
orefs tor the articies which they f.\pc&ml to be able to infert in
the treaty of peace, for making corapenfution to, and admitting
them nio our country and councils. The condué of the Chevu-
liery of Marbors, and the prinetsal Trench charallers in Amenea,
was in conformity to this p1 a, endeavomring to cultivate an ac-
quantance and i‘ri::ndlhip between them and the tories, The
loyal 111'511rip1L; of ihe tories, their fondnefs for m}dh}, their nu-

merous conaexicns and acpaintance, all thefe made it an o jc&
of
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of importance to provide for and fecure thofe people to the French
intereft. TFor this puxgpofe, and to fecure other points, the French
minifter prefled Congrefs to give the difgraceful infiruétions to our
minifters, to be governed ultimately by the French court as to the
terms of peace. They {eared that at the peace an independent
party would arife, which could not eafily be managed by them.
"[his appears from Marbois® letter, from the letters of our com-
millioners, and the declarations of Count de Vergennes at differ-
ent times, For this reafon they wifhed to ftrengthen their party,
by attaching the tories and their friends to their interelt. Could
they have fecured to the tories their confifcated cftates, or a com-
penfation {or them, and a permanent refidence in America, at a,
period when the Britifh had given over all hopes of providing in
that way for them, and when defpair, as to their darling objed,
had {feized the iminds of the tories themielves, {fo that reltoration
might appear to have been effeted by the Trench {olely, and that
unmerited, there can be no doubt, but the tories would have be-
come the moft devoted tools to France. Count de Vergennes
cven went {0 far as to defirc Mr. Adams to recommend 1t to Con-
grels to leave all the European aflairs to the court of France, and
attend only to the affairs of America at home.

Our commiflioners repeatedly fay, in different letters, that
it was to them very clear, that the Ceurt of France meant to pre-
vent any of the great powers in Iurope acknowledging our
independence ; and that we fhould obtain, by the peace, from
Dritain, nothing beyond the point of naked independence 3 and
rot even that, till the Trench influence was more firmly eltabhihed
in America. They accordingly endeavoured to break off the
negociations, in order to gain more time and means. Marbois
recommended this to count de Vergennes in his letter, mtimating
that the Irench infu«nce was not {ufliciently weichty to have a
general peace. D Juay, in one letter, fays, ¢ We have more rea-
fon to admire the patierce, than to be fatistied with thEgﬁJf?'?ﬁ{}’
of our allies ;7 alluding o the great reluctance with which they
furnifhed us wit money, and the {teadiness with which they pur-
jued their great ebjedts.

Tue conduc of the French, during the ncgociation for peace,
appears clearly to have been patt of « fvftem, formed as carly
as 1776, by that court, to prevent our becoming mdependent
of, and unmanageable by, them after a peace.  They appear to
have apprehended that if our claims as to 1ndependence by pre-
limmary, territory, fithery, &c. fhould be obtained by us, we
fhould foon throw off our dependence on them, and learn to
think and a& for ourfelves.  They accordingly began o guard
arainfl this evil to them by the terms of the treaty of alhance
made 1778, and by taking proper meafures to hive our min-
ifters in Europe dependent upon them ; and their inftructions ﬁ:ch

& raat
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thiat the Trench miniflers might have it in their power to deter-
mine what points Ameiica thould mifit upon at the treaty for
peace ; and of courfe what the rerms of that treaty, as to America,
fhould be. Tor this purpnfe, they, by their influence, procured
Dr. Franklin 1o be appointed foe minifler at the Court of France.
This gave them a good chance of his being the foie mmilter for
negociating peace, which muid have as effeétually fecured to them
all their views, as i e count de Vergennes had been the fole
negnCiator.

In proof that the Court of Trance had long ago determined
on the pian they purfued at the negociation, and that they have
«il along been preparing Congrefs for their purpofes, we need
only attend to tne memoiial of Monficur Gerard, and s com-
munications from his court, 12 1779, as they fiand wpon the fecres
journals o1 Congrefs.  He fays that ¢ his mafter was highly
pleafed with Congrefs, for having made Dr. Iranklin the alone
nmilter to his court, who was a gentleman remarkable for his
mtegrity, his abilities, and difpofition to conciliate ; he confidered
tt us a new evidence of the difpofition oif Congrefs to oblige the
Ling, and coment the alliance.”

bz tfurther fuys, that < the publication of the trcaty by Con-
are[s was umproper and unprecedented 5 his malfter, however,
was not angry at i, {mce it was only difcovering to the world
how A&ind and gencrews he had been to undertake our defence,
avrtsat any regard to bis oavr: fntercft ; and fhewed what a difinter-
¢ffed attachment he had to America and the liberties of mankind,
and ot courle the bigh oblications be bad conferred upon Aincrica
He fays allo that « Congrefs theuld give their minifler at the
Court of Spuin, directions to make the moft liberal propofitions
to her, tonduce her to acknowledge our independence, and to
mediate for us, i a peace is on the tapis; and it the war is to
coptinue, 10 take a part with us.  For this purpofe, great ceffions
of territury, &e. were neceflary 5 that our minifters for negociat-
ing peace {hould be inftructed to infilt upon no points, but fuch
as Irance fhould advife to ; that no preliminarics fhould be un-
condiitonally miifted upen, not ¢ven independence ; that it might
io happen, as that to have it only tacitly acknowledged in the
treaty, would be molt prudent, according to the circumftances at
the time 5 that fuch an acknowledgement would unfwver every
purpofe to us, as France would then be a guaranty thereto, as
{he was to Switzerland, Geneva,” &e.

Francr forefeeing it might be neceffary, from circumftances,
to have the American Independence reft upon that ground, (the
eround on which Switzerland and Geneva held theirs) the 8th
article ni the treaty of alliance, eventual and defenfive, was
tormed fo as that France might judge herfelf whether to infift
npon @ previors and exprels achnowledgement of our indepen-

dencee,
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dence, or only a facit one, * which was undoubtedly intended to
put America abfolutely in her power.  From all this it is clear,
¢that France had determined on the line of policy which fhe in
fat purfued at the negociation for peace, as long ago as when
the treaty of alliance was formed ; and thut Monfl Gerard was
preparing matters to carry it into effet in 1779. The falt is,
fhe intended cffelually to foparate as from Great-Britaiiy buz nmuer
mcant that America fhould be entirely independent of Lerfelf.

Tue extra@ from Mr. Gerard’s reprefentation, which {ollows,
was cobtained after writing the above, and will thew that Congrels
muft have feen the policy of France as long ago as July, 1779,
and yet they alterwards gave thofe famous inftrutions to our
minifters.

Arrer flating to Congrefs the fituation of things in Europe,
and the then profpect of obtaining peace through the mediation
of Spain, and the necefity of having the American mintlters em-
powered to make peace, he fays he Lad flated thefe things to
Congrefs, ¢ that they may, if they think proper, take undeg
confideration, 1f 5t would not be expedint to pive their plenipo-
tentiary  mndtrudaons and {full powers, founded upon the necellity
of circumftances and the treaty of alliance, the exprefs and formal
terms of which thall be, that peace {hall not be made without an
exprefs or facit acknowledgement of the fovereignty, and con-
fcquently, a forticrs, of the rights inherent i fuvercignty, as well
as of the independence of the United States, in matters of gova
ernment and commerce, This {fubftanmal alternative in an en-
gagement, which is a mere gratuitous gift, without any compen-
fation or fhpulation, ought indeed never to be forgotien in a
negociation {or peace. France forefaw the extreme difficulties a
formal and explicit acknowledgment might meet with, It was
only obtained by Holland tacitly, after a war of thirty years,
and explicitly aiter a refiftance of feventy. To this day, Geneva
and the Swils cantons have obtained no renunciation nor ac-
knowledgment, either tacit or formal, from their former fove-
reigns ; but they enjoy their fovereignty and independence si2dy
under the graranty of Frarce, His court thought it maportant.
that diffhiculties of this nature, which reft> culy in avords, thould
not delay or prevent America from enjoying fic thing itfelf. From
thefe conlideratiens arofe the very mmportant and explicit fiipula-
tions in the treaty which he had jufl now relared, and which had
recetved the fundlion of the United States 3 and it remains with
the prudence of Congrefs to examune, whether inftruétions upon
fome puiticular pomnts may not fruftrate the falutury purp fe of
the treaty of alliance, relutive to a facit acknowledgment which

the

* Flus article of the treaty runs thus @ ¢ They mutually engage nor
s0 lay down their arms until the Independrace of the United States {hall
Kave been fermally or tecitly affured,” &0 + Dr. Franklin,
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the fituation of affairs may require.”” The falutary purpofe of that
treaty was, beyond all doubt, to feparate America from Britain,
and to keep her dependent on France for her liberty and exiftence
as a mation.

T'ue foregoing reprefentation was made, by Monf. Gerard, at 2
time when Congrefs were about inftructing their minifters as to
terms of peace, there being then a profpect of a negociation under
the mediation of Spain : and it was evidently intended to prevent
Congrefs from giving any inftrudtions to their minifters which
might obflru& the views of France ; to have our independence
only tacitly acknowledged by the treaty, and dependent altogether
upon the guaranty of France. "This would have placed America
n a fituation fo humiliating, fo dependent, as to have deprived
us of ail the great advantages that we now fucceed to by the trea-
ty. Congrefs were {o embarrafled by that reprefentation, and the
influence of the Irench over many of the members, that they
Ipent nearly tawo years debating upon, and altering the inftrudtions
to their minifters. Motion after motion was made, and amend-
ment after amendment propofed ; month alter month, and year
after year pafled away, till finally, in 1782, the French minifter
obtained {uch inftru&ions to the American minifters as he withed,
fuch as he fuppofed would anfwer their purpofe, and enable the
Trench court to fettle the terms for America.  But the wirfae
and the firamefs of Meflrs. Apams and Jay defeated their views ;
and though fettered with one colleague who was devoted to France,
and, as far as he could, promoted her intereflt in oppolition to that
of America, they, notwithftanding all thefe embarraffments, gain-
ed by the treaty every important point for America j and immor-
tal on the pages of our hiflory be their rofpedted naies.

Twue mftru&tions finally given to our minilters were agreeable
to the foregoing extract,* which was the lalt amendment made
to them, and was propofed by Monf. Gerard to a commuttee of
Congrefs, appointed to confer with hira on the fubje, and by
them reported to Congrefs as a neceffary amendment | !

HEerE end the remarks of the forementioned mem-
ber of Congrefs. Further proof of the exiftence of
French intricue and influence in this country, is con-
tained in the following extracts of eriginal letters from

a member of Congrefs to his friends in the Eaftern
States, written at Philadelphia, in 1783,

“ It fcems theve are fome among you, who openly approve
the conduct of France during the negociations for peace, and con-
demn the condudt of our minifiers. This T expeted, or ¢lfe that
they would deny the whole, and rely upon their own cffrontery to

CUrry
¥ See Note on p. 29.
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carry it through.  The Fronch bave cerlainly their partifans amons
yeuy and wislent ones too,  The divulging their intrigues, rendered it
neceflary for them to adopt one of thofe lines of condu&t.  Their
sirency and their fiattery, both vhich they uie, may gain them fome
active devoted tools 5 but if the body ot the people fuffer than-
felves to be duped by them, they deferve to be the fervant of fer-
vants forever.

“] gxpPEcT youarc not aware that their inflnence will be exerted
to encourage the oppofition to the 4th, sth, and th articles of the
treaty.t Their obje@ now is to prevent that treaty {rom taking
cffe® ; to kecp Britain and us fhill at variance ; to promote divifions
both here and in England, the more effectually to keep us dependent
on themfclves. That this s their policy, and that their engines
are all at work, I think very evident from a great variety of cir-
cumftances ; and an attention to their former condu@ will {hew,
that the fame views, the fame principles of policy, which induced
the former will lead them to the latter. Their partifans here, both
in and out of office, are highly pleafed at the rifing fermentation,
at the appearance of general confufion. They are oppofed to
cvery meafure that would look like an attempt to check the pop-
ular tide.

“1 rinp but few people who are fufficiently attentive to, and
jealous for, thefe times and fuch intriguing {pirits. I have fug-
sefled my ideas to fome, who appeared alarmed, but couid not
believe that fuch duplicity could be pra&ifed. It i1s, in therr
opinion, too deep, too hazardous a game, and too inimical for a
friend to play. TFor my part, I look firlt for the infereft of a na-
tion 5 having found where that lies, I always ¢ipett them to pur-
fuc it, let the apprararces be as they muay.”

SR S S SRR S S S

¢ In truth, the French did not intend a peace, but were fur-
prized into it. The count de Vergennes, when he politcly con-
fented that the American commiflioners fhould meet Mr. Of-
wald, relied wholly on the reltri¢tions he cenceived them to be
under, of recurring to him for advice 3 well knowing that in
every fuch recurrence, he would have it in his power to defeat
the negociation. e expe@ed too, that fufhicient obflructions
would neceflarily arife on the part of the Britifh, ¢fpecially as ke
Pimfelf encoyraced ilemy Te intended to have dragged Ameriea
through another crunpaign at leatt @ and inftead of leaving her in
circnmftances from which fhe would rife and make a fipure, he
meant that {he thould be {o fettered with embarrafiments, that
fhe muft have continued in o large degree dependent cn france
1Tad this been the cafe, the pobical connevion with that nation
might have been indiffeluble. 1t 15 to the Count’s miftake of the
charaders of the Amercan commiffioners, that we are in fome
mealure indebted for the prefent pacificatton.  Had he {uppofed

P Of 1482, they
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they would have dared to conflrue their inftructions in the liberal
manner they have done, he afluredly would never have trufted
them with the opportunity.  Mr. Ofivald, it appears, confidered
the intereft of the two countries int the fame light with Mr, Adams
and Mr. Jay ; every elfay of the Itench, thercefore, to divert him
from the purpofe, was vain and iruitlefs,  Dut peice, however
orateful it is to the many, caules great chagrin to fome m public
tife. We have a junto here fo completely enliffed n the Lrench
fervicey and {o clofely attached to them by fome fuvifible tie, that
f almott defpair of feeing a feparation.  Thefe men, like thofe
whom they ferve, huve it now in view to deprive us of thofe mef-
rimable advantages, which, if we act wifely, muft refult to us from
the peace.  Their objeét 15, to prevent our formimg any commer-
cial connexion with any European power, other than Spain and
Sweden, thefe courts bemng cntircly under the French manage-
ment. To this end, they have prefled the recal of Mefirs. Dana,
Adams, &c. and have urged that iftructions fhould be given to
cnter into no treaty, nor even converfation, on the fubjedt—
Mr. Dana night have finifthed a very advantageous treaty long
ag0, but for the Irench wirifler, whom he was bound to obey.
Lvery oppofition from the fame quarter was made to Mr, Adams
m Holland 5 and it was their policy which {o exceedingly embur-
rafled Mr. Jay at the court of Madrid. In a word, it is clear, by
che advices from all our miniiters, except Dr, F n, that they
nppofc our connexion with any power but themfelves. They
meant to lave us, but it avas to themfelves, and FOR THEIR OWN USE.

“ WE are now told, that they arc juftly entitled to a monopoly
of our tobacco trade ; that it is the imalleft compenfation we can
mike for their kindnefs and their expentfe in faving us 3 and that
their farmers have made arrangements, counting on the benefits
to arie from this exclufive trade. But fhall we give ourfelves up
i this manner ? Shall we negled to avail ourfelves of the advan-
tages witlun our reach ? Shall the great Council of America dif-
cover lefs knowledge and lefs virtue than their fervants have done
m every line and every charaéter ? Shall they, at this {tage of the
bufinefs, be the firlt to betray or relinquifli the interelt of their
country 2 God forbid ! For the honcur of America, I hope 1t
cannot happen.  Our frue ivtereft confiffs in avoiding teo clefe a con-
moxierr with any nationy amd by w jafl and pacifie policy to derive com
pcrcial benepits from all 3 und I trult there 1s flill a majority in
Congicels who think vath me, and avho, proforring the intorofls of
this csuntry to tral of aiy elber, will puriue thofe meafures that
rromife the advancanent of it.

Aprily 1583,

“ 1 am told, that at Bofton the [fiors are playing off the refu

e

wee article aganlt the commuflioners. Thus the Irench will Ict
vo man mantai hie eround who ftandy i ther wave 1as, how-

Vol
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ever, a2 pame I expected they would play 5 and yet is the more
wicked and unpardonable, when we know that 77 ergennss caufed
the infertion of that article bimfe/f; and did it too for the purpofe
of embarrafling #s: That this was the motive, cannot be doubted,
from the ufc that is now made of it by his emilaries in this coun-
try. Would not the annunciation of this fa&t guard the public
from any further impofition 2 Could any evil arife {rom its being
known at this ttime ¢ 1t would be doing the public an effential
fervice, and would refcuc fome of the beft chamé‘ters {from un-
merited abufe,

pav, 1783.

“ It 1s time that Maffachufctts changed her policy as to refu-
oees.  Several of the States will receive any and every body ;
and it will at laft be found to be the dicate of found policy, and
a regard to our own mterclty to admit all who are not remark-
lIJ]} rancorous and active agmnft us.

I uave mentioned to you the ** *’s peace eftublifhment,
the formation of a navy, and other favouriie projedts of the k-
MANCIER, and lus followers and acherents 3 but thefe propofitions
ought to be rejected by Congrels, and I think they will, though
they will be backed by that influence which I have already de-
{crihed as being far too great. A thorough underftanding be-
twixt the French mmifter, the Spanith agent, and {fome of the
wealthicer citizens of thus place, forms a pix any that ateacks with
great force ; and when their whole cfforts are brought to a point,
and therr numerous dﬂpendqnts are broucht {forth to a&ion, they
are almoft irrefiftuble. It is their praétice to funt down cvery
man that cannot be brought over te¢ iheir views : and {o many
engincs arc fet at work to deprefs every individual oppoler, thar
a man muft have more than a common thare of good fortune to
efcape them ; {o that an independent {pirit here 1s in a conftant
flate of warfure. I find it dithicult to ¢ aw// with thefe people,
and at the fame time a& honeftly : but as I am not cafily dit-
compoled, 1 am determined they fhall finally vefpe@ me in pite
of themielves.

7:.*!} 21, 1“31

“ Massacruserrs appears to be 1n a great fermentation ;
partics run very high there, and violent mf:dﬁlr{,ﬁ are purfumg.
The French mnterefl is united with the * * *, and * * * is thar
leader 3 and it is well known to you, that he will be ftopped by
no principle or confideration.  The commutation with the army,
and the refugee articles in the treaty, are made ufe of to inflame
the people ; and it muft be allowed the mftruments are wels
chofen, as no others could be ufed with cqual fuccefs.

“ Twe Chevalier de Luzerne had the firfl notice here of the
neaw delegationy, and difcovers the higheft fausfaction with 15 1-

deed he had no fmall fhare in pmducmg . He found it necef:
fary
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fary to remove the men who thwarted his defigns.  The fame par-
ties are united againft Mr. J. Adams, and intend to run him
down as foon as he arrives [from Lurope.] Great eflorts are
making to render him unpopular, and the peace reprobated. The
French have two points in view ; to weaken us by internal difs
fentions, and to prevent fuch a conciliation with the Britith as
may be the ground of any future ufeful connexion with them.
In all this, their condud is natural, and (for the difciples of
Machiavel) perfedtly right.  In purfuing their own interelt, they
mutt keep us as dependent as potlible.”

il — Ly i

Ir the propofition, which the preceding faéts tend
to citablifh, viz. that the conduét of the government
of I'rance towards this country, ever fince the com-
mencement of our comnexion with that nation, has
been a feries of {elfifl cunning, mafked with the name
of fricndfhip, needed any iurther confirmation, it
might be added, that the thing is, in itfelf, {o very
probable, as hardly to require any proof ; and that
the opinton which once prevailed in America, that the
French had been the faithful proteftors of our inde-
pendence, and generous allies, and therefore entitled
to our unceafing gratitude, is {o incredible, that noth-
ing but the wonder-working intriguc of the Yrench
cabin:t could ever have given it currency.

Lavine afide for a moment ali the evidence which
has been exhibited, let us examine the pait {tate of
things, and afk ourfelves, whether any other condudt,
on the part of I'rance, ought to have been expected
by us. In the beginning of our revolutionary war,
the defpotic government of this nation faw their an-
clent and hated enemy, Britain, torn by domeftic dii-
{entions ; her American colonies, which had grown
up to formidable firength in a ftate of dependence
on her, now in a ftate of revolt, ftruggling to eftablifh
an independent republic, founded on principles of civif
liberty.  France too, it ought herc to be remembezed,
had for many years pofiefled colonics in America, and
had maintained long, expenfive, and bloody wars in

their defence, and that too againft the very people
whole
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whofe caufe they had now efpoufed with fuch high
pretenfions of friendfhip. What muft neceffarily have
been the feelings and wwifbes of fuch a government, fo
fituated, on contemplating fuch a {cene ! Any man,
not blinded by prejudice, muit at once anfwer, their
feelings muft have been joy at this convulfion and dif-
memberment of the empire of their habitual and for-
midable enemy ; but hatred to both parties, at leaft
no affection for either, and jealoufy or contempt for
thofe republican principles advocated by the colonilts,
and which, in the opinion of Frenchmen themfelves,
have fince proved the bane of their monarchy. Their
awifbes muit have been to encourage and aid the Amer-
icans to weaken their old enemy, to prolong, widen,
and .aggravate the breach between Britain and her
colontes, and to render a reconciliation impofiible.
The independence of America, which would deprive
Britain of an arm of great and increafing ftrength,
would neceflarily be a defirable object.  France, pro-
verbial for her ambition and her intrigues, would
wiih further, if 1t werc poflible, to take America to
herfelf ; but fhe well knew it would be impofiible to
perfuade the colonifts of England to abandon their
idea of independence, their love of liberty, and their
former habits, and confent to change allegiance only,
and become dependent on a nation whofe cruelties
and perfidy, in recent wars on their frontiers, many
of them had experienced, and molft of them muit
have too well remembered. In fuch a fiate of things,
what muft have becn the policy of fuch a government
as the French then had ? Undoubtedly to do all they
could to aggrandize their own country ; to render
America nominally independent, but allually dependent
on France ; to manage the profitable American trade
for their own benefit ; and for this purpole, to infiu-
ence-her legiflative councils ; to curtail the limits and
refources of America, and keep her weak, that fhe
might always need France as a protector ; to perpet-

H late
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uate the old confederation, which {he faw was totally
defedive in energy to preferve the union of the States,
or to combine the national force ; to kindle and cher-
ith popular prejudices againft wife and faithful rulers,
and their meafures, and thus to weaken the country
by divifions, and its government by the lois of public
confidence ; to deccive the people, honelt and unfui-
pecting; into gratitude for pretended benelits ; and
to bind us o France by political ties, which would
enable her to make war and peace tor us. If thele
things could be effected, Yrance would then have all
the admntan‘es from Aingrica, the name of empire
over her cxceptcd which a naked change of allegtance
from England to herfelf could have given her,  This
courfe, which a difcerning politician might have eafily
predlc'b“d from exilting Lircumﬂanceb, Trance has in
tact purfued.

Durixe the unpromifing ftate of American affairs,
in 1776 and 1777, we could obt'un no other aid
trom France than finall {ums of money, reluctantly
and fecretly given, and afterwards formally denied to
tac Britith minifter. As our ftrength and determi.
nation to-be independent ...ncrnied, and when fuc-
cefs crowned our arms at Trenton and in the capture
of Gen. Burgoyne’s army, the began to have fome
confidence 1 our fuccefs ; and in 1**76 when inde-
pendence, under the euiding and protecting hand of
Providence which had conduéted us thus far, was in
our own power, fhe made a trcaty of alliance with
the United States ; and taking advantage of our un-
fufpicious confidence, and our peculmr ﬁtmtlon by
one article of 1t, the bound us to cuaranty the pof
{cflions of France in the Weft-Indics. The advantage
of this to her, as 2 mere guaranty, could be nothing,
as the Weft-India iflands needed a fleer for their pro-
teftion, which fhe had, and we had not. The true
object undoubtedly was, to put it in her power to
draw us mto all her wars, which was the natural ten-

*-See Note (D). dCHCY
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dency of this ftipulation, as it was a general guaranty,
not an engagement for a certain number of fhips,
men, or f{upplies, but an obligation, to fullil which,
might, and probably would, call forth all our {ftrength
and refources in every French war, In return for
this, Francc guarantied to the United States their
sndependence, which was already fafe, and which the
former had the deepeft intereft in preferving. The
8th article of this treaty was allo exprefsly defigned
to impair our refpectability, and to{ccure our depend-
ence on France.*

Tuus the friendfbip, of which the I'rench partifans
have boafted fo much, began to unfold itfelf, When
the war was drawing to a clofe, and peace was to be
made, hypocrify, in every footftep, as w= have alrcady
feen, difgraces their national character., They In-
trigued, and, in moft inftances, with cffect, to prevent
the acknowledgment of our independence by other
nations, in order to have this favour peculiar to them-
felves, and to kcep us dependent on them alone. By
intriguing in Congrefs, and out of doors, they ob-
tained the truly wonderful inftructions to our com-
miflioncrs, that independent America thould make fuch
a peace only as Irance fbould diredt! This generous and
unlimited confidence was abulfed by the French, in
exerting to the utmoft their diplomatic fkill, to de-
prive us of the filheries, the weftern territory, and
the Miflifippi, left we fhould grow rich and powertul,
and be induced to throw off their guardianfhip.
They attempted to compel us to agree to the return
of the Tories, and to compenfate them for their con-
{ifcated eftates, evidently for purpofes hoftile to our
tranquillity.  They obtained an influence in our
Congrefs before the exiftence of the prefent govern-
ment, vilible to many of its members, and extremely
injurious to our interefts.

Tnus have we traced, fummarily, the line of con-
duct purfued towards the United States by the French

* Jee this more fully explained, p.so & 571, maﬂm‘d{}’ ’
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monarchy 3 and it certainly affords full proof of the
veracity of the National Convention in one inftance,
and that is, when, in an Aone¢ff moment, or more pro-
bably when refentment againit the old government got
the afcendency over political prudence, they declared
that ¢ the fupport afforded by France to the United Siates,
in their ffrugele for independence, was ONLY 1HE FRUIT
OF A DASE SPECULATION ; that our glory offended their
ambitious wiews ; and that THEIR AMBASSADORS BORE
THE CRIMINAL ORDERS OF STOPPING THE CAREER OF

OUR PROSPERITY.’
In what ways the French ambaffadors, during the

monarchy, executed their mmmal orders in * ftopping
the career of our proiperity,” may be learned in part
from thé preceding facts and obfervations. ‘That
France appointed able men, who would be faithful to
their truft, ought not to be doubted ; and there is ag
little reafon to doubt that the injurious eftetts of their

efforts among us have been very great.  The difunion
among' the States, which prcvulcd after the peace,

which often wore 2 threatening afpect on our inde.
pendence, and even our national exiftence ; the total
fofs of public credit ; the imbecility of the confeder-
ation ; the prevalencc of diforganizing principles,
which, 1n one inftance,” generated an alarming infur-
rection 5 the divifions in the old Congrefs, and the
loofe, democratic politics of {fome of its members ;
the violent oppofition made to the adoption of an ef-
ficient government, in the Federal Conflitution, by
which thefe cv rils, which were weakening and ruining
us, might be remedied @ all thefe thmgs tended to
“ftop the carcer of our profperity ;” and whether thcy
were In any degree excited 'md cherithed by the in-
trigucs and hﬂlucnce of France, or not, were cer-
tamly confonant to her policy, gratifying to Ther withes,
and, 1f we may credit the National Convention, agrce-
able to the inftructions of her ambafladors.

Does any afk, whether rerenciated France, (as that

* Mafluchufleits, A Uﬂﬁ‘aﬁ o
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eonfufion of principles,now exifting there, has been moft
profanely termed) has not been more friendly ? I an-
fwer, The revolutionary government, as we Htave juft
remarked, has confefed to us, in lively colours, the
duplicity and bafenefs of the former policy towards
the United States ; but repentance and reformation have
not followed confeffion. On the contrary, they have
outdone their predeceflors in nothing fo much as in
their duplicity® and fraud., 'The “little finger” of the
Republic has been found “ thicker than the lins” of the
Monarchy. This « chaftifed us with <wbhips,” that with
“ feorpicns.”’

Tur American government, of all the nations, firft
acknowledged the French Republic ; and the people,
from Maine to Georgia, rejoiced in her vitories. We
have {hut our eyes againit her excefles ; have apolo-
sized for her crimes ; and fo blinded have we been
by our partialities, {fo unwilling to believe her capable
of meditating our injury under the garb of friendthip,
that evidence of her unfriendly views towards us,
which would have produced full convidtion in unbi-
afled minds, barely, for along time, excited reluctant
fufpicion in us. We have granted indulgences to her
prizes, which our treaty did not warrant ; and in
doing it, have hazarded a war with Britain ; and our
embargo act was infringed to preferve her from fam-
ine. France, in réturn for all thefe alts of rea! friend-
fhip, has {ent us Genet to aflume the fovereignty of
the United States ; to levy troops in its territory to
act againit a nation with whom we were at peace, and
to inftitute fecret, diforganizing clubs,t fubverfive of
the peace and liberties of our country. Upon the
complaint of our government againit him, he was re-
called 5 and Faiwchet was {ent to bribe and corrupt our
public officers ; to conduét the confpiracy againft our
government ; to prepare and arrange the materials

tor

* See Note (E) 1 See Note (F).
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for a “gencral explofion.” * Him, Adef fucceeded,
who, 1In obedience to his inftructions, has infulted and
vilified our government, intrigued in a moft impor-
tant election, and induftrioudly attempted to draw a
linc of divifton between the government and the peo-
ple.  Since all this, France has refufed to reccive Gen.
Pinckney as our minifter, becatfe we would not be
duped by her ; and has in fod, if not in form, de-
manded the right of nominating a minifter for us.
She has treated three fpecial Lnvoys with the moft in-
fulting neglect and contempt ; has rcfufed to hear
their complaints and their propofals for peace, and has
had the unbluthing impudence to boaft of her « diplo-
matic fLill,” and of ““the means fhe poffeffed in this coun-
iry,” as being “ fufficient to enable hery with her FRENCH
- PARTY i1t Americay to throw 1ie blame, which might atiend
the rupture of the ncgociations, on the Iederalifts ;7 and to
declarc that this {hould be done.t She has plundered
our commerce to an immenfe amount ;1 has infulted,
imprifoned, and butchered our citizens ; and after all,
has demanded that the emount of her aggreffions {hould
be the meafure of our tribute /! !

AMERICANS, though patient to long {uffering, have
at length rifen indignant at fuch accomulated injuries
and outrage. Irance, perceiving that the has pro-
grefled too fafl in her work of revolutionizing § our
government, and that {he has incautioufly rafed o,
ipirit formidable to her fecret and infidious defigns,
has now rccourfe to her old pretences of friendfbip ;
and, with unparallcled cflrontery, cants of her wifbes
for reconcihation, of fer sesrrcr and of our inyuriEs!!
It {he expects to gain credit with re2/ Americans, the

muft pay our plundercd merchants ; refpet our flag ;
and

* ¢“The preient crifis is indubitably conneéied with a general explo-
Aoy for fome time preparing in the peblic mind, it which thts local
and precipitate eription (inaaning the Weftern infurre&ion) will caufe Lo
mucarry ; or at leait chieek {or a long time.” Fouchet’s intercepted letter,

T See the Difpatchs of owr Commiflioncs.

t Ses Note ((5) £ See Note (HY,
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and honour, or at-leaft ceale to infult, our govern.
ment,

UnTIL France thall abandon her project of revolu-
tionizing the United States, our fafety depends, under
God, on our unton, our wgllance, and our valour.
W:th the favour of Heaven, our {ituation and re-
[ources render us invincible. YFrench intrigue alone
can conquer by corrupting us.  To this fource of dan-
oer we cannot be too attentive.  Happy for thefc Uni-
ted States, our political connexton with this intriguing
nation is diffolved. At length we cnjoy the fruit of
our revolution, lndcpcndence.  'That day, on which we
were politically fevered from France, forms slortous
epoch in our hiftory, which merits to be celebrated
in perpetuum, as the day of our complete cmancipation
from foreign domination. "Uoo long, and too inti-
mate, has been our intercourfe with this corrupt and
corrupting nation ; too numerous have been her par-
tifans, and too great her influence, among the people,
and 1n the legiflative aflemblies of Awerica. “ The
intection of her {ociety is a greater curfe than war or
peltilence.”  Many years of vigilant, active duty, on
the part of the friends of religion and their country,
will not retricve the injury o chriftian inftitutions,
to morals and patriotifm, which has arifen from our
too fond attachment to France. But, God be praifed,
“the fnare 1s now hroken, and we are efcaped.”

Our ancient and goodly inftitutions, corrupted,
indeed, in too many inftances, by the baneful princi-
ples of the new philofophy, are ftill prelerved among
us. Our government, {trong in the affettions and
confidence of the people 13 Vet in the hands of men
who refpect Chriftianity and its ordinances ; who are

convinced that merality 1s neceflary to good govern-
ment, and that religion 1s its only {ure bafis, Our
]eglﬂatmb have not abelithed the Chriftian Sabbath,nor
interdicted its public obfervance. They have neither
fhut up our churches, nor converted them into “’T'em-
ples
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ples of Reafon,” nor profaned them with the worfhip
of infamous proffitutes, enrobed and inftalled as ¢ tute-
lary goddefles.” *  The inftructors of our ichools do
not teach their pupils to defpife the BinLe, nor to
“ deteff Gop ;” nor have we civil rulers, who, as 2
body, are capable of applauding fuch impious conduct.}
Though the vortarics of infidelity and licentioufnefs
are too numerous, they are yet the minority of the
nation, and we will hope arc now on the decline, both
in numbers and influence. The lamentable iffue of
the great experiment, made in France, of governing
a civiized people. without the aids of religion, has
procured for Chriftianity many able advocates, and
furnithed many ftrong motives to the Chriftian to
cherifh his faith, 'While France, both in a political
and religious view, cxhibits an awful example for us
to {hun, we cannot but fecl for her prefent deplor-
able wretchednefs, and the {remendous calamities,
which, in all probability, {till await this profligate na-
tion. Although the * prejudices of philofophers (phi-
lofophifts) and fj/Zemifls,” have been pronounced ¢ 7i-
corrigivle,” we will indulge the hope, that the uncom-
mon afflictions and mileries which the atheiitical
confpirators againft religion and government have
brought upon France, and thofec under her control,
will operate convidtion and regret in the blindefl un-
derttanding and the hardelt lcart ; and thus all this
“wrath of man™ be made ultimately to “praife God.”
Fow much {ocver we deteft the principles and the
conduct of the French, we ftill mofl fincerely with
them well j that they may ipecdily enjoy the fruits
of true repentance and reformation ; the bleflings of
good government, peace, and pure Chriftianity. 'Lhen
we will embrace them as ¥rienps ; ill then, we ought
to hold them as eneaits.

* See Note (1) T Scee Note [K).
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NoTE (A.)

As political fermons are much cenfured at the prefent day, by a cer-
tain defeription of people, for reafons not diflicult to divine 3 and as
the foregoing difcourfe way happen to fall mto the hands of fome who
may fuel difpofed to fay, with an author of brilliant talents, that « poli-
tics and the pulpit are terms that have Little apreemment 3’ and that
“no found ought to be heard 1n the church, but the healing votce of
¢ chriftian clarity,” it may not be amifs, for the ufe of fuch perfors, to
recite the followme complete anfiver to their objéction,

«“ Tue whole {orce of this objettion feems to el on the term pe’itics
being confined, 1 its fenfey to the wrangling debates of modeorn afems
blies 3 debates, which far teco often turn entively on the narvow, fellifh,
and ferviie views of party.  The term Las been,y and i difecurfes from
the pulpit ought to by, uvfed ina mech more extended and more dig-
nificd fenfe 3 as comprehending all that long Iift of duties which every
man owes to fociety in his public capacity.  Every man s at leatt as
much conceined to be a good {ubjedt, as he s to be a good neighliour
aud fo far 1s a preacher from heing chargeable with being guilty of a
confulion nf dutics, or of affuming a charaller which aoes not helong
to himy, that he adls ftriétly within the hine of his profcfhion, wien he
explains as well as he is able, and enforces on the people committed
to his care, thuir pudlic as well as their private duties,  Such gelicics are
litervally the bealiinr woice of chriflian charity”’

BeucHER's Discovnrses,

In December, 15457, the Provincial Congrels of Maﬁ'.u:l:ui_'r:tt:; r'e-
fulved, that the following letter be addreifed to the feveral imnufters of

the Golpel within this province—

“ REVIREND SIR,

« Wr cannot but acknowledre the goodrels of Ileaven, m conftantly
fapplying’ us with preachers of the Goipy whofe concern has been the
terporal and fpiritual happindfs of this people. In a day like tins,
when all the friends of chil and religions liberty are exerting themielvey
{o deliver this country from its prefent calamities, we cannot but plice
great hopes in an order of men, who have ever diftinguithed themfudves
in their country’s caufe 3 and do therefore recomncad to the minitars
of the Gofpd, in the feveral towns and other places n this colony, thac
ey affitt us in avoiding that dreadliul Qavery with which weare now
threntened.’

THr reader, after being told, that the moft violent oppolers of political
difecurivs 2ztey were nong the moit zealous advacates for thom m

y575, and fome of than members of the Congreds who palled the sbove
reivtuton, Is Ielt to mike his own railections.

]
Lq
!

NoTe (B.)

St Robifir's Prooie of a Confisiracy, p. 263, to the end. Bare
yuel’s Memoirs of feeehinifm, vol, v, and aifo the ¢ Correipondence of
{1 Revolutionary Socicty - Londaon, vith the Nattonal Ativmbly, and
with various other iocieties in France and England,” i the yaus
1730 to 1792, which clearly difenvers that the enly vicws of the rernfu-
tioniffs were much morc extenfive than was «t thai poriod generaily be-
Beved. ¢ Your principles and ours {fay the Revolubion Suuiaﬁy At

I tediy
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Breft, to their Englifh correlpondents, as early as 1591) propagate theris
felves. This facred fire, in fpite of the obftacles oppofed to ity flently
fpreads, and will produce, from polc to pole, an explofion, as terrible to
fyrants as fatal to them.”” ¢ If we may truft to our prefentiments and
avifhesy all Eurepe avill foon become brethren’”  [Corvefpondence at the
clofe.] According to the ¢ prefentiments’” of this fociety, France has
fince fraternized with Holland, Geneva, Italy, and Switzerland, and
appears defirous of making of all the reft of mankind #uch kind of
brothers. However plaufible the profefions of the revolutionifts were at
firft, their real views have been fufficiently well explained by their fub-
fequent condud.

O~ the 15th of December, 5793, the reporter of the diplomatis
cominittee of the National Convention of Franee thus addreffes the
Convention.

“ THE committees of finance and war afk in the beginning, What is
the ebjedt of the avar which we have taken in hand ¢ Without. all doubt,
the objelt 1 the ANNIHILATION OF ALL PRIVILEGES, war quith the
palaces and peace avith the cottages. Thele are the principles on which
your declaration of aar is founded.”” % We muft declare onrfelves for a
revolutionary power in all the ccuntries into which we enter. (Loud
applaufes.) Nor need we put on the cloak of bumanity. We difdain
fuch little arts” ¢ Abolith from among you the nobles, and every
ecclefinflical and military incorporation, They are incompatible witl
equality.” .

Nore (C.)

Marx thie paffage, réader, and bear in mind that it was written at
Paris, n 1782, by a gentleman of great difcernment and integrity. Ex«
perience has verified his defeription of Freneh intrigue.  What a long cat-
alogue might our author now add to the hift of its vi&ims.  Alas, poor,
deluded Szvitzerland no longer forms the noble exception here mention-
ed. This ¢ fubtle, penetrating, and encroaching French policy”’ has been
weakly € yielded t0® by the brave Swifs, and their rain is the confe-
quence, Heaven be praifed for an Abams, who knew the fubtle nature
of this deteftable policy, and has hitherto refifted it !

Note (D.)

“ We have more reafon to admire the patience, than to be fatisfed
with the genergfity of our allies.””  Sce p. 49.

It ought to be mentioned, however, that in the [piing of 1776, the
fum of rewoe hundred thoufand pounds,in money, arms, and ammunition,
was ratfed in France by fubfeription, as a prefent to America. But Mr,
Beaumarchaisy a French merchant, through whofe hands the articles fub-
feribed were remitted, had the addrefs, by his agent, Mr. Francey, to
make Congrels pay for them. [Gordon’s Hift. Rev. vol.iil. p.219.] A
corret account of the manuer in which our debt to France was accu-
muiated, would be a ufeful piece of information., 1t is believed that
this, and every other fpecies of debt, have been amply paid.

Nore (E.)

Oxe inftance of thefr duplicity, httle known, but well anthenticated,
euzht here to be noticed.  Mr. Adet, in his famous official Note to the
Secretary
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Secrotary of State, more commonly and properly ftyled, his appeal to the
American people, publifhed Nov. 5, 1796, amonhg other topics, by which
he attempts to excite their uneafinefs with the government of their
Lountry, charges it (the government) with ¢ eluding the amicable medi-
ation of the French Republic for breaking the chains of the American
prifoners at Algiers.” It is a fad, I declare it on unqueffionable author-
ity, that at the very time we were relying on the French for their prom:-
ifed friendly axd in making a treaty with the Dey of Algiers, and ob-
tairing the liberation of our unhappy countrymen from the moft deplor-
able Navery, the French did obflruét our negociations ; did encourage the
DEY to make demands (already enormoits) too bigh to be complied avith ;
and by other artifices, endeavoured to prevent a treaty, and the accoms
plithment of the puwiane objeés of our government. There is good rca-
fon to believe that the treaty, now exifting, would not have been con-
cluded, if it had not happened to have been done quithout the agency or
prf;luff{y of the French Confuly whom our Commiffioner was directed to
confult,

Note (F.)

Tus Facobin Clubs, inftituted by Genet, were 2 formidable engine
for the accomplifhment of the defigns of France to fubjugate and govern
this country. They ftarted into exiftence, by a kind of magic influence,
in all parts of the United States, from Georgia to New-Hampfhirc ;
and being linked together by correlpondence, by contftitutional ties, and,
if I have been correctly informed, by caths, after the manner of the fo-
cieties of the Hlluminati in Europe, they aéted upon one plan, in concert,
and with an ultimate reference to the fame grand objets, By means
of their difperfion and intimate intercourfe, their diforganizing principles
and meafures were eafily diffeminated through the country, and the
French party organized, marfhalled, and inftructed how to aét againft
our own government, in favour of France.

THE leading members in thele c/ubs, who pofefled the secreT, of
which Fauchet fpeaks in his intercepted letter, are known to have been
uniformly devoted to the interefts of France, and in the confidence of
her minifters and agents in this country, And there is reafon to believe
their intention was, in union with France, to produce a * general cx-
plofion 3’ ¥ or, in other words, a rewolution in our country, and to put
it under the guardianthip of France, as Holland, Geneva, and Switzer-
fand have fince been, by her partizans in thofe republics. But our gov-
ernment, vigilant and difcerning, difcovered their deep defigns, and
frowned upon and defeated them. Thefe focieties have fince cealed
openly to act; but, like their parent fociety in Bavaria,+ which, when fup.
prefled under one form, was foon revived again under the name of the
German Umony and purfued with renewed vigour the fame obje&ts 3 fo
the Facobin Clubs, tinding it unpopular to aét under that name, have
lately been revived under the title of the American Society of United Irifk-
meny which appears to be formed on fimilar principles, and for the
fame purpofes.t

THE funtarity in the movements, the principles, and views of the

I[iﬁmiﬁﬂff,

feniial

- — e e
# Sce Fauchet's intercepted letter, which throws great light on this fubject, and
sught to be re-perufed at this time.

4+ The InLvminari,
1 See note 2t the end of my Faft Sermon of May g, 1793, 24 edition.
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Rluminari, and the focretzes which we have mentinned, render it highly
probable that the Iatter are the genuine offspring of the former, Theiy
connexion, indeed, can Dbe traced, with the evidence of probability, if
not of certainty.  Profeffor Robifon afferts, upon credible evidence, that
the Facebin Club at Paris was formed by the advice, and under the di-
réétion of fome German deputies from the focicty of the wninatiy who,
by requeft of Miurzhean and others, came to Paris in 1588, to illuminate
the Great National Lodge of Free Mafons in that city, ¢ The firft pro-~
ceeding (faya the profeflor) by the advice of thele deputies, was the fors
mation of a political committce in every lodge.  This committee cor-
refponded with the diftant Jodes, and in it were difcuffed all the polit-
ical principles which were to be inculcated on the members. The
author of the Nenfle Arbeityng fays exprefsly, that ¢ he was thoroughly
inftrué@ed in this ; that it was given In charge to thefe committecs to
frame general rula..s, and to carry through the great plan of a general
overiurning of religion and govermment.” The principal leaders of the
fubfequent revolution were members of thefe committees. Here were
the plans laid, and they were tranfmitted tnrough the kingdom by the
correfponding comumittees.  Thelc committees arofe from the Muminati
1n Bavaria, who had by no means given over working 3 and thefe com-
mittees produced the Facobin Cluby” i which, there s little reafon ta
doubt, In tuin, b} the nftrumentality of Genet, produced the Yacobin
Sfucieties 1 America, betw een which, and the mother club at Parts, there
wits a firong refemblance and a clofe corveipondence,

AvoTuer circumftance which renders it probable, that the leading
members and abetfors of the Jacobin focieties acted 1in concert, and
snder the dire®ion of the Muminati in Europe, 15, that they have becn
the chicl difleminators, 1n this country, of the demoralizing principles of
tue llluminati, and the circulators of thofe publications which are dee
figned to bring into diferedit and contempt the Chriftian Religion,

‘Tae Hluminated I'lem,h Revolutionidts well knew that tht.y could
not extenfively circulate thelr principles in America, {0 long as we re-
tained our veverence for Chritianity, its inftitutions, and its morals.
They knew, that, in order to fecure our cordial friendihip, and co-opera-
tion in their improus defigns upon the moral and political world, they
muft make us as impious, as unprincipled, and immoral as tht.mfehta.
Yor thus purpofe they fent over Folney, among othur phi Hofephifts, to
¢ {ap the foundation of wmorality, by titnbhlhmg expediency, as a univer-
fal rule of right ;77 and cmph:}ul Thomas Paine to ¢ wound religion
by the hafts of it and ridicule.”

Tur philofophifts and revolutionifts of France appear to have adled
upon the maxim of Thomas Puine, that ¢ ax army of principles will pen-
clrate where an avmy of {oldicrs cannot. It s neither the Rhine (he
fave) the cnannag, nov de ey that can areft its promrefs. It will
march to the horizon of the world, and it will conquer” = In con-
formity to this mazim, that miamons book, fiyiad the ;h;; qfifmfmr,"
was wiltien g Franee, (1:1.1‘, i1y 111.' 1y 1‘1: lmuL.. ana ander tie pa-
tromage of Mro Yoo )y privted thore in the £.20i78 Lingaare, and 2
caren ol 15,000 cudles, ;1t sue L, tent nto '{IILIL United Srates, and
ditpofed of by fale at a chean rovey or oiven away. Befides thele D
poricd copies, numcrous editions of 1|1L fame work (fhame ol our
country 1) have been prnted heres The efitets p1uducui by the ex-

tenhive
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tenfive circulation of thele books, and others of the fame caft and ten-
dency, in the evident {pread of infidel and athetitical principles, and thé

confequent deterioration of morals, evince, that thefe apotlles of I
minifin have not been unfuceefsiul in their libouts,

Note (G.)

Mz, MoxroEr, and after him, the French partifuns in this coundry,
have afferted, that the capture of our veflels by the Freach, was pro-
duced by thL Britifp treaty 5 and this circumfrance has ferved not a hit-
tle to inflame oppofition to this inftrument. But nothing can be more
falfe than this aflertion,  Not to mention what has often been repeated,
that this order involved all neutrals, and thercfore could not be rvecrimi-
nation for {uppofed injuries by the dmerican treaty, thele captures were
determined on at Paris Jong bofore the ratification of the treaty avas
kuown there & for it appears from Mr. Monroe’s view, that the govern-
ment of Trance did not confider the ratification as completed, till the
Houfe of Reprefentatives had fanctioned it.  The evidence of the fact
juft aflerted, refults from a converfation which took place in the vicinity
ol Buiton, in the fummer of 1796, between an American gentleman of
great integrity and refpedtalility, in whofe veracity full confidence is to
be placed, and a Frerch emimrant of note, a man of amiable manncrs,

and whofc fituation greatly interetted the fympathetic feelings of thofc
who became acquainted with him.  The fubftance of this converlition,
as related to me by the American gentleman himiclfy follows.

ExiGgraNT., ¢ As foon as the Emperor of Germany (hall be broken
¢ down, which may be momently expected, the French government
¢¢ wiil annonunce to the world its folemn determination to eapture eversy
“speffel upon e oceair, which fhall be found to have on board any arti-
¢ oJe of thL growth, prodult, or manufacture of aay of the B :nﬂ: do-
“ m.r::m*u, without ny refpec to the nation to which 74 veffe] or 1he
“ articls LLLML, or to the country from, or to which fhe mlght be fail-
“ang. Tois determination has J'wrrr fince been made at Paris, My in-
« formation of it came from an wngneffionable fource and authority, and
“ you will cevtamly fee it executed.”

AMERICAN. T do not doubt it, Sir, and fhould be rejoiced to fee
‘it attempted 5 for I have long been perfuaded that ¥rance holds the
£ righits uflmtums and of men in perlc& contempt, and will do all they
‘“ can to dettroy thefe who do not refift ber,  Twilh to fee the atrocity of
“ her defigns fo openly difplayed that o/l the evorld may be compelled
¢ to acknowledge it 5 and no part ol it fufler any longer from her dclu-
“ {ione, which have iuthu‘m done more than her arms,” &c.

Esicrant, ¢ Theieis no other way of deflroying England, and you
“ Americans are as niuch interefted as the French, in the deflrallion of
“ finzlond, and you ought, therefore, with ail other nations profefiing
¢ I.Lhtmht\', [0 ace n.«.fL 12 s i f{/;”t. ??

Tins extraordininy converfation was repeated at the time to feveral
yulpedtable gentlemen, who now recolledt if.

I. then the tefliniony of this refpectable emigrant is to be crudited,
the mealure or the goy crament of Firance, anthorifing the capture of our
veflddy, which has bu,!" with {o much ﬂﬂumncc, ateribed to the Britith
Liaiyy had o connexion with i, tul had been determined on faiz fe-
sore toantification, Add to this, Mr. Monroe, in his letter of J"m, X2,

1796, Lappofe, the Freach € councidy are fettled on this interefting topie
e
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{the Britifth treaty) and that he fhall hear nothing further from them omn
it.”” And on the 28th of Jumne, 1796, M. de la Croix applied to Mr.
Monroe by letter, to know if it were true that the Iloufe of Reprefenta-
tives had provided for the execution of the treaty 3 and this he did, in
order that, if true, he might call the attention of the DireCtory to the
fubje, as interefting in its confequences to the French Republic., On
the 7th of July, the firft {pecification of objections to tne treaty was
made by M.dela Croix to Mr, Monroe ; and it was not till fome time.
in Auguft, that he (Monroe)} heard any thing of the orders to capture
our veflels (which he then diffelieved) 3 and it was not till OFober that
he had gficsal notice of it.  And yet this French emigrant, the fummer
before, afferted, to the gentleman above mentioned, at the diftance of
3c00 miles from Paris, that the fyftem had then, for a long time, been fet-
tled.  The Britifh treaty {erved as a convenient prefence for the promul-
gation of this iniquitous, hoftile meafure, and was intended, no doubt,
to anfwer the double purpofe of juftifying this aggreffion on our neutral
rights, and of bringing odium on the treaty.

- ANOoTHER important refledtion accurs, on reading the preceding con-
verfation, It appears that this emigrant, though proferibed and impov-
erifhied by his countrymen, was yet poffeflfed, at this diftance, of the
mott fecret defigns of the French government, fong before they were dif-
covered by diplomatic men even in Paris.  And hence it 1s very natural
to fufpedt, that this emigrant was ferving the government of France here,
m order probably to gain their permiffion to return, or from fome other
iels honourable views, And is there not good rcafon to believe, that 2
very large proportion of the Frenchmen in this country, exiles as well
as others, are devoted to France, and ferving the tyrants at Paris ¢ In
jaying this, I would be far from implicating one honeft man among this
unfortunate clafs of people. No one feels for the honeft {ufferers from
Europe more than I do, or is more ready to give them relief. Butif a
man, pofiefimg {o many amiable qualities as the emigrant of whom we
have been-peaking, was capable of acting a double part, it ought to put
us on our guard againlt all foreiguers.

Note (11.)

SOME, pcrhaps, may be inclined to doubt, or even to deny any delign
of the rulers of France to ¢fiect a rewelution m this country. If fuch
perfons require any further proof of this than is contained in the precede
ing narrative, and the courfe of events for fix years paft, I have to requeft
them to attend o the following information from high diplomatic au.
thonty in Europe.  The original letters containing it are before me.

(@ F w % #; .MHrrﬁ 3I; 1?93.
(" #* -‘.ﬁ,

“Francr has formed, and is not likely to abandon her project refpect-

g both Noith and South-Amenca.”
~, ™' > = o ¥* v *

“ THy rapidity of {yftem with which one event follows another, in
Eurape, will foon put France in a fituation when fhe will comimence, in
carnefty her project refpedting America,”

e * ¥ e A * *

“ Tur. Direétory do certainly believe that they have many friends

ana partifans anong usn It they dud wot give eredit to perfidious Ff:l‘-
E
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fons who told them fo, their experience, in refpeé fo all other countries
into which they have introduced themfelves, would lead them to infer
the exiftence of a party in their favour in America ; and this inference
would be firengthened by the continuance of our commiffioners at
Paris, which is accounted for only by the belief that they dare not go
home.

¢ Ir South-Amenica fhall be divided into a large number of fmall re-
publics, and put under the government of thofe who fhall be firft in-
itiated and made to feel a due fympathy for France, the Grear Nation
will then be in the fituation defcribed by a perfon lately returned from a
Sfecret miffion of the Direflory into the United States, who fays, that
* France wants only un point 4’ appui [foeting] upon the borders, or with-

in the United States, to make a fourth of September® at Philadelphia.’

“1 Have not the fmalleft portion of doubt that France expe&s to rev-
olutionize our country ; aid that the attempt will be made whea our
fura comes.’

«*® XX dpril 9, 1798,

¢ A LeTTER I have this minute received from Paris, confirms my
opinion, long fince formed, that France had fettled, and would not be
diverted from her plan refpecting America. Is it not mncredible that we
ihould any longer hope even, for {uccels from our miflion ? After all the
humiliation that our envoys have fuffered ; after unceafing intrigues to
divide them, and thereby to divide us ; after having humbly waited more
than fix months in the halls and anti-chambers of the Direétory, fome-
times {fpoken to by a fubordinate clerk, and at others infulted by the
grofls and oftenfive propofals of fome profligate renegado, retained in the
fervice of the minifter, two of them are to be fent away ; and the third
will be allowed to ftay ; and when the Directory thall have nothing clfe
to do, will be heard in excufe of our errors, and in mitigation of our
punifhment ! 1% )

#* * ¥ ¥ * * *

““ Ture Dutch will receive their new conftitution, and thus become
onc aud indivifible. The Romans are waiting for the courier that fhall
bring theirs 3 and in the interim have organized a club, under the per-
miflion of the Great Nation, called ¢ The Riwvals of Brutus.”{ They
will probably be employed to aét in other countries ; and fome of the
boldeft of them avill repair to Philadelphia”’

 HerveTia has been proclaimed, by the French legions, a Republic&.
an
___'_-________-______-_—__-__.—_-—_——ﬂ

* Tue fourth of September was the day of the revolution at Paris, when Bar-
thelemi, Pichegru, and their affociates, were banithed, without a trial, and Carnot

was murdered.

+ BruTus headed a band of confpirators, who afiaflinated C.zsar in the Sen-
ate chamber. Cazsar was the friend and benefaltor of Brurus, By ¢ The
Rivals of BxuTus,” here mentioned, we muft underftand, a ¢/ub of ungrateful,
defperate affirffing, ¢ It cannot be forgotten that, in France, public premiums were
propofed, in their legiflative affemblies, to ftimulate their murderers to a&t in for-
eizn countries 3 and that a corps of defperadoes was to be organized for the pur-
pofe. ‘The inconvenience of this avnwar of infamy was foon perceived, and from
that time they feem to have been content with the pradlice and the fruits of thefe
crimes, without declaring that they fatronize them.” The authorefs of a Refi-
dence in France, {ays, (p. 199) that 2 motion was made in the National Conven-
tion, by one Garniery to procuse the afluffination of Mr. Pitt,
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and by her conflitution (likewife preparing at Pazis) 15 Lo be duly cotte
folidated and fimplified,

¢« EXTRAVAGANT a5 you may think me, I have fome reafon to believe
that Th. P. (Thomas Paine} and fome other rencgadocs, bave held fev-
cral mectings in Paris, to reforam the conflitution of the United States 3 and
that the DireCtory will attempt to citeét a fourth of September at Phila-
delphia, in like manner as they have done in Holland, and very lately
the Cifalpine republie”’

O ® ‘% om ® %

¢ Do not be deceived by the Freach, ‘They have fettled their plan,
and expect we fhall become firft theiv dupes, and then their widlims”’

Tnese fadts may help to explain the probable debgn of a late extra-
erdinary cmbafly to Paris from the LFresich party in Uus country, and to
account for their feret military preparations which have been difcoverad
in Philadulpliin ; for the fulpicious affeciaticn and movements of the
focicty of United Iriflunen 3 and probably for the nfivg fenaentation in
feveral of the {outhern ftates, of which fome wholefome, but obnoxious
alts of Congrefs, are the offenfible caude.

L = s ]

Note (1)

THE ingericus authorefs of a work entitled, ¢« A Refidence in Francé
I 1792 t0 1793, in a ferics of letters,” has given a futamary account of
the abolition of the Chriftian Sabbath, and the Catholic worfhip In
France, and of the impious and 1dolatrous rites and ceremonies of what
the Trench philofophifls ftyle the $ Religion of Reajon,” {ubftituted 1n
their room.

ArTEr the National Convention had effected the depofition of the
king, they no longer difguifed their hatred of the clerical profeffion, but
began openly to ridicule it. ¢ Some reprefented it as ufelefs, others as
pernicious, and irreconcilable with political freedom ; and a difcourfe *
was printed, wundor the fandion of the Ajfendly, to prove, that the only
feafible vepublic, mult be fupported by pure atheifin. Many of the molk
eminent of the conforming prelates and clergy were arrefted, and even
individuals, who had the reputation of being particularly devout, were
marked as objed@s of perfecution. A new calender was devifed, which
exciuded the ancient feftivals, and limited public worlhip to the decade,

or tenth day, and all ebfervance of the Sabbath was interdicted,
“WHILE

-
" _—

* Tuis dilcoui{c was compofed by Arackarfis Claces, a Prufhan Iluminatus, who,
with Chaumette, during Robefpieree’, reign, was employed to overthrow the altus
in France. te tavs, “¢ pur fans-culottes want no other fermon but the richts
¢ man, no other doctrine but the conftitutional precepts, nor any other chu:ch
than where the t2dtion or the cdub hold their meetings. Man, when free, wants
no other divinity than himfelf. ‘This god will not coit us a fingle farthing, nor
a fingle tear, rot a drop of blocd.  Reafon dethrones both the kings of the
earth, and tue Alugs of Heavens No monerchy above, it we with to preferve our
republic below,  Valumes have been written to detzemiine whether or not a e
public of 2o could exitt, I maintain that evary vther republic is a chimera,
ft you admit the cxiftence of a heavenly Soversign, you intioduce the wanden
horfe within your walls ! What you adore by day v'1 be your deftruétion at
nignt.  The intolerance of rruth will one dey profenibe the very name of temple,
fve We fhall inftantly fee the monarchy of Heaven wondemned in jts turn by
the revolutionary tribunal of villorious reafer, &c.” Ay this difcourie was
printed and circulated by order of the National Comvention, we muft believe that
the truly fhocking fentiments, abuve recited, were in unilon with their owny and
fuch av they wure willing publickly 1 avew, and wifhed might bz diffeminatzd.?
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6 Wik this confternation was yet recent, the deputics on miffion in
the departments fhut up the churches entirely 3 the refufe of low clubs
were paid and encouraged to break the windows and deftroy the monu-
ments : and thele outrages, which, it was previoufly concerted, thould
at firft affume the appearance of popular tumult, were {foon regulated
and diredted by the mandatories of the Convention themfelves. The
¢hurches were again opened ; an atheiftic ntual, and licentious hom-
ilies, were {ubftituted for the profcribed fervice 3 and an abfurd and
ludicrous imitation of the Greek mythology was exhibited, under the
title of the Religion of Reafon. On the principal church of every town
was inferibed, ¢ The Temple of Reafon :° and a tutelary goddefs was
inftalled with a ceremony equally pedantic, ridiculous, and profane.
Yct the philofophers did not, on this cccafion, difdain thofe adventitious
aids, the ufe of which they had {o much declaimed agamit while they
were the auxiliaries of Chriltianity.

«PreEvious to the tenth day, on which a celebration was to take
place, a deputy arrived, accompanied by the female goddefs ; * that 1s,
(if the town itfelf did not produce one for the purpofe) a Roman drefs
of white fatin was hired from the theatre, with which fhe was nvefted,
her head was covered with a red cap ornamented with oak lcaves, one
arm was reclined on a plough, the other erafped a fpear, and her fect
were fupported by a globe, and environed by mutilated emblems of
feodality.

“ Tuus equipped, the divinity and her appendages were borne on
the ihoulders of Jacobins  en lbonnet rongey” and efcorted by the na-
tional guard, mayor, judges, and all the conftituted authorities, who,
whether diverted or indignant, were obliged to preferve a refpeéiful
gravity of exteriour. When the whole cavalcade arrived at the place
appointed, the goddels was placed on an altar ereéted for the occafion,
from whence fhe harangued the people, who, in return, proffered their
adoration, and fung the Carmagnele, and other republican hymns of
the fame kind, They then proceeded in the fame order to the principal
chureh, in the choir of which the fame ceremonies were renewed 3 a
pricft was procured to abjure his faith, and avow the whole of Chrif-
tianity an impofture : and the feflival concluded with the burning of
prayer books, faints, confeflionals, and cvery thing appropriated to the
ufe of public worfhip. The greater part of the attendants looked on in
filent turror and aftonifhment 3 whillt others, intoxicated, or probably
paid to a& the feandalous farce, danced round the {lames, with an ape
pearance of frantic and favage mirth. It is not to be forgotton that re-
prefentatives of the people often prefided as the high priclts of thefe
rites 3 and their official difpatches to the Convention, in which thefe
ceremonies were minutely deferibed, were always heard with burfts of
applaufe, and fanétioned by decreces of mfertion 1n the Bulletin, a kind
of official newlpaper, diftributed, at the expenfe of government, in large
towns, and polted up i public places.”

Sce a Refidence in France, p. 250, N. York edition.

¥ ¢ The females wio perfonated the new divinity were vfually foleéled from
amongft thofe who ¢¢ might make: feCtarics of whom they bid but follow,” but
who weve more confpicuaus for brauty than any other celeffial attribute. The
itinerant godacels of the principal towns in the depaitment de la Somme was the
miftrels of one Taillefer, a republican gereral, brother to the deputy of the fame
name.  § know not, in this military government, whether the general’s fervice,
an the occafion were included In his other appointments. At Amiens he not
oely provided the deity, but commanded the detachment that focured her a fub-
ruflive aloration,™

4




[ 74 T
NoTe (K.)

¢« Ox the joth of November, 1793, the pupils of a new republican
{chool, in France, appeared at the bar of the Convention, when their
lcader declared,—(I fhudder while I commit the horrid blafphemy ta
papery—that ¢ He and his feliool felloaws detefled Gop ! that inftead of
lcarning  the Scriptures, they learned the Declaration of Rights, and
made the Conftitution their catechifm.” The Prefident of this Pan-
demonium exprelled the fatisfadiion of the Convention at the declaras
tion they had made. ‘The young demons were admitted to the bosn-
ours of the fittingy and received the kifs of fraternity amidft the loudef?

applanfes 1117
oce Gifford’s Letter to Erfkine, p. 5o,




Tuz two following Documents were injerted in tie Appen-
dix in the fecond edition of the Rew. Dr. Morfe's
fate. Thankfgiving Sermon.  They are now printed i
this manner for the benefit of purchafers of the firft
edition, in <vbich they werc omitted fram inability of
obtainine copics 1n Hme, [co. 13, 1799.

Note {CC.) for page 44.
(TRANSLATION.)
Inra, or M. Raneval’s memoir, upon the manner of determining and

fixing the limits between Spain and the United States, on the fide of
the Ohio, aud towards the Mifhlipp..

“ It is a Jueftion between Spain and the United States of North-
America to regulate their refpedtive limits upon the Ohio and Miffifippi.
The Americans pretend that their domain extends to the Miflilippi, and
Spain maintams the contrary.

‘ It 15 evident that the Americans can derive the right they pretend
to have, to extend their domain to the Miflifippi, from the Enghith only.
Thus to determine this right, it is proper to examine into what the
court of London thought and did refpelting it.

¢ Wt know that prior to the treaty of Paris, France poflefled Louit~
iana and Canada ; and that fhe confidered the favages, {ituated at the
eaft of the Miflifippi, either as independent, or not being under her pro-
teltion,

¢ THis pretenfion never occafioned any conteft. England entered mto
one, anly on account of the lands fituated near the fource of the QOhio,
it that part where the had given to that river the name of Alleghany.

““ Hence arofe a difpute touching Iimits, between the courts of Ver-
failles and of London; but it would be fuperfluous to e¢nter into the
details of it j it is fufficient to obferve, that, in 1755, England propofed
the following boundary. She fet out from the point where the river of
Beeufs falls into the Ohio, at a place called Venango. She afcends that
river towards Lake Erie to within 2o leagues of it ; and defcending to
the faid place of Venango, the drew a ftraight line to the farthelt moun-
tains of Virginia, which have their inclination towards the ocean. As
to the favage nations, fituated between the above defcribed line and the
Mifhfippty the Englifh miniftry confidered them as indeperdent,  llence
it follows, that, according to the propofitions themfelves of the court of
London, almoit the whole courfe of the Ohio belonged to France ;3 and
that the countries fituated at the wett of the mountains, were confidered
as having nothing in common with the colonies.

‘““ DuriNG the negociation of the peace in 1761, France offcred to
cede Canada to England. A queflion arofe refpedting the limits of that
country, and thofe ot Lowmfiana. France maintained, that almoit the
whole courfe of the Ohio fell within Louifiana ;3 and the court of Lon-
don, to prove that this river belonged to Canada, produced many docu-
ments for the purpofe ; and among others, the chart which Mr. Vau-
dreuil put into the hands of the Englifh commander when he furrendered

up
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up Canada. The miniftry of London afferted, at the fame time, that
one part ot the favages, ituated at the eaft of the Miffifippi, was inde-
pendent, and the other, under her protection, and that fhe had purchafed
onc part of the five Iroquois nations. The misfortunes of France cut
{hort this difcufhon.  The treaty of Paris fixed the Miflilippt for the
boundary between the pofieflions of France and thofe of Great-Britain.*

“ Lrrt us fee what difpofitions the court of London made in confe-
quence of the treaty of Paris.

“Ir fhe had confidered the vaft territories fituated at the eaft of the
Miuflilippi, as a part of her ancient colonies, fhe would have faid fo, and
would have made confequential difpofitions.  Far from this, the king of
Logland, in a proclamation of the month of O&ober, 1763, made
known, in a precife and politive manner, that the teritories in queftion
were fituated betaveen the Miflilippl and the ancient Englifh fettlements.

“ We have then the highelt evidence that the court of London itfclf,
while it was the fovercign of the thirteen colonics, did not confider the
territories above mentioned as conftituting a part of the fame colonics ;
hence 1t follows, 1n the moft demonftrative manner, that they bawe, af this
aayy, no right owver thofe territories ; to mamtain the contrary, would be
to deftroy every principle of the law of nature and nations.

“ THe principles which we have juft eftabiifhed are applicable as well
to Spamn as to the United States 1 That power cannot extend her prop-
erty beyond what fhe has conquered. Now it 15 known that the has
not pafted the Fort of the Natches, fituated about 31t degree of north
latitude 5 thus her rights are limited at that degree : What lies beyond,
15 cither independent, or belongs to England ; neither Spain, nor the
Americans, have any pretenfions to it. The future treaty of peace muft
regulate their refpedtive rights,

“ The confequence of what we have juft faid, 1s, that neither Spain
nor the United States have any night of {overcignty over the favages in
queftion, and that any tranfallions of theirs, touching this country,
would be without an objeé.

““ BuT time may bring along with it ncw circumftances ; and this re-
flection induces me to think that it would be ufeful for the cowrt of
Madrid and the United States to make an eventual arrangement.

“ THis arrangement may be made in the following manner. Draw
a {traight line from the eaft angle of the Gulph of Mexico, which makes
the divifion between the two Floridas, to Fort Toulouzg, fituated in the
country of the Alibernons ; from thence afcend the river Lonefhatehi,
trom the mouth of which draw a ftraight linc to the fort or fatory
Qucnaflee ; from thence follow the courfe of the river Euphafec to the
place where it falls into that of Cheraques: Follow the courfe of this
falt river to the place where it receives that of Polifippt, purfuc this river
to its fource, from whence diaw a ftraight line to the river Cumberland,
and follow the courfe of this river to its mouth in the Ohio. The fav-
ages upon the welt of this line thould be free, under the protection of
Spain ; thofe fituated on the caflt of it, {hould be free, and under the
proteftion of the United States, or otherwite the Americans fhould ar-
range matters with them as they could agree, the commerce with both
to be always free,

““ By cafting our eyes upon the chart, we fhatl {ee that Spain would
lofe almoft the whole of the courfe of the Ohio ; and that the cftablith-
ments which the Americans may have formed upon that river, will re-

main
* Sec treaty of Paris, art, =,
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main untcuched, and that they would even have a vaft extent of terri-
tory upon which they mught malke new ones,

““ As to the cour & and the navigation of +he Miffifippi, they muft be
eoverned by the property ; they hulnnq of courle to that nation to whom
ﬂlL banks on both fiaes ot the river belong.

“Tr them, by the future treaty of peace, Spam fliould keep Weft- Flori-
da, fhe would become the fole proprictor of the courfe of the Miilifippi
from the 31it degree of Iatitude to the month of the river 3 whatever
fhould be the lot of what lics above that point to the north, the United
States can have no pretenfions to, becaufe they.are not matters or own-
crs of cither bank ot that river.

¢« As to the teimitonies fituated to the north of the Ohio, there ts room
to prefume that Spam will make no claim upon them: T'o whom they
firall belong, muft be fettled with the court of Loudon,”

Tie above Note of M. Raucwvaly confrdential fecretary to count
de Vergennesy qvas communicated to Mr, Jay, 6th Sept. 15512,

THt perufal of this memoir convineed one of our commiflioncrs—
¢ 1, THaT this (French) court would, at a peace, oppofe our exten-

¢ fion to the Miflifrppe.

“ 2. THAT they would ¢ppole our claim to the {rec navigation of
¢ that niver,

¢ 4. THAT they would probably {upport the Britifh claims to ail the
“ country above the 31ft degree of latitude, and certainly to all the coun-
“ try north of the Ohio.

¢« 4. TraT in cale we fhould not agree to divide with Spain, in the
¢ manner propoled, that then this court would aid Spain in negociating
¢ with Britain for the territory fhe quanted, and would agree that the
¢¢ refidue fhould remain to Britain.”

Our commiffioner belicved alfo, that 1he offer and propofitions, con-
tained in this memotr of Raneval’s, were not made without the Auciu-
ledge and confent of the Count de Vergenncs.

Notr (CCC.) for page 54.

THr following extradt from a memorial of Monf, Turgot’s o the
late king of France, 1s taken from a publication (made by order of the
National Cnnantinnl) of the manuferipts found in the cabinet of Lewis
the XVI. and difclofes more fully and authentically, the early feelings
and =wfecvs of France, relative to the war between Great-Britain and
America, than any other document that has vet come to bght. It
proves clearly what has often been affirmed by our wife men, but too
little credited by people in general,y viz, ¢ that a regard to her own in-
tereft, and a gratification of her paflions, folely dur:{_h_d the fubtic poli-
tics of Frm.n, 1n her cnmhnft towards this cuuntr}

THis mportant paper is entitled ¢ Reflections occalioned by a me-
morial communtcated by the count de Vergennes, upon the manner in
which France and Spain ought to regard the confequences of the quar-
rel hetween Great-Britain and her culumuq,” dated April, A.D. 1776,

Tue author makes, at the end of this long memorial, an exaét reca-
pitulation of his ideas, as follows—i1ft. In tracing, with the count de
Vergennes, the different ways in which the quarrel between Great-Bri-
tain and her colonies may be fuppofud 1o terminate @ ¢ It appears to me
that the cvent, the moft defirable for the intereft of the two crowns,
(France and Spaa) wounld be, that England fhonld overcome the refift-

d1N0C
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ance of her colonies, and force them to fubmit to her yoke—becaufe i
the colomes are fubjugated only by the ruin of all their refources, Enge
Jand will lofe all the advantages lutherto derived from them, n peace,
by the increafe of her commeree 3 In war, by the nfe fiwe is able to male
or their forces. If, ou the contrary, the vanquithed colonies prefuive
their wealth, and their population, they will retain the courage, and the
defire of independence, and will compel England to employ part of her
forces to prevent them from revolting anew,

‘“ Tur fuppofition of an abfolute feparation of the mother country,
{rom her colunies, appears to me infinitely probable.  There will refult
from 1t, when the independence of the colonics is entire, and acknowl-
edged by the Englith themielves, a complete revolution in all the politi-
cal and commiercial relations between Europe and America § and 1 firmly
believe that all countries, having colontes, will be forced to abandon all
Authonty over them, to leave them an entire {reedom of commerce with
all nations, and content themfelves in partaking with others of this fice-
dom, and 1 mamtaming with ther colonies the bonds of fricndihip and
fraternity.  Ifit s an evily Thelieve there exifts no means to prevent it ;
that the only part lutt usy will be to fubmit to abfolute necefiity,
thence to derive our confolation,

“I nave devcloped fome motitves of confolation, from an appreciation
of the benefits of colonies to thetr parent countries, rather lower than i3
commonly adopted.”  [Thisis the fubject of another memorial immedi-
ately following the onc here tranflated.]

“I nave alfo obferved, that in fuch cafe, there would be great danger
to thole powers, who fhould obftinately refift the courfe of cvents ; that
arter being ruined by cfforts beyond their means, they would behold
their colonies cqually efeape from them, and become their enemies in-
ftcad of remaining their allies,

““1 wave dwelty in particular, upon the impoitance to Spain that ihe
now fixes her refledtions upon the poffibility of this event, aad familiar-
1zes herfddf, beforchand, with the idea of a total change of her fyftem, in
the admmiftration of her commerce, and in her relations to her colonies.

“A RECONCILIATION, @bove all 1hings, and an immediate reconciliation
betwveen England and America, appears to e the only cvent that can
threaten the t2ve crowens avith any fudden danger,

“SeconpLy,—Inthe examination of this danger, I have obferved that
it 1s twofold ; that it may come from Englind, or from Spain,

“ Ox the part of England, the count de Vergennes appears to me to
be fatisfied, that the prefent minifter has no hoftile views. I think with
him,”

“I Arso think that a new minifter would not commence a war, till
he had completed a peace with America.  From their inability to cons
clude fuch a peace, 1 believe we fhall not be diturbed in the courle of
this year.

“I navr refleed on the difierent {feafons in which our failors, with
thofc of England, are expofed, in their turn, to be furprifed by the yival
power,

““ I nave obferved, that this rezolar and annual period would deter-
mine the time when England fhall intend to commence hoftilities, and
that it would furnith to us the means of difcovering her views, by the
precautions fie then takes.  In relation to Spain, I have faid, that there
1 to be Leared, on her part, too great confidence in her own fotees, the
antipathy agairdt the Britifh power, the juft rdentment which the Cath-

clic
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pli¢ king fecls againft the pracecdings of this power toward him, and
the obflacles that thefe dipofitions would interpofe to a reconciliation,
if any difpute or act of violence fhould happen between the Spanifh ai d
Laglith commandets.

¢« pave faid, Iaftly, that it is equally important not to be furprifed
by England, and not to be burried away by the ardour of Spain 3 and 1
have infifted upon the neceflity of increafing and maintzining, between
oul two crowns, a confidence without referve.  As to the meafures to
be taken by the two crowns, to prevent the danger which may threaten
them, my manner of thinking 1s precifely the fame as that of the count
de Vergennes, on the neceflity of rejeling every plan of aggreflion on
our part.

¢ In the firft place, by moral reafons, {o conformable to the manner
of thinking, recognized by the two monarchs.

Iy the fecond place, on acconnt of the flate tn which the king finds
his finances, and s Iand and fva forces, the want of time to regenerate
all the branches of his power, and the danger of perpetuating our weak-
nefs, by making a premature ufe of cur forees,

‘“ In the third place, by the decifive realon, that a war, offenfive on
our part, would reconcile the mother country cvith ber colonies, by give
g to the minifter a pretence for vielding, and to the colonies a motive
to bend to his propofitions, that they might gain time to confolidate, and
to mture their plan, and multiply their means,

““ I nave afterwards difcufled the idea, that we might fend, without
hoitile views, land troops and iquadrons into our colonies, to put them
10 a ftate of defence, and protedt them from invafion.

““ I anm bound to prove that this plan ought to be reje@ed as ruincus,
infuffictent, and dangerous,

““ As ruinous, becaufe the expente it wouid occafion, and which muft
ve continued as long as our fears continue, being added to the allual de-
hiciency of the treafury, would render the eftablifhment impoflible ¢ le-
caufe 1t would become, perbaps, more embarrafling to this department,
than even the projects of war @ Neceflity authorizing, in time of war,
the ule of extraordinary means, which, in time of peace, would become
oulous, and would firike the lafl blow to public credit,

¢ As mfunflicient, becaufe England would not undertake to attack the
two crowns m America, without fending theve, forces fuperior to onrs ;
and this power having in America at leaft thirty thoufand men, which
jhe may, on this fuppofition, traniport to any point of attack fhe fhall
choofe ; it is impoflible that the furces, even much more numerous than
thote we can fend, being divided among 2il the places threatened, can
biey I any oney in o flate to refit an army o numerous.

“ As dangervous, Lecaude it would force the Engiith minitter to {end,
on_his fide, into America, fyuadrons at Jealt cqual, and to prepare Lim-
felf for war in all parts of the Britith dominions ; becaufe this appearance
of war would probably have the fame ¢ffed as war itfelf, in brnging the
two parties to a reconciliation, and provoking the danger we would
avold 5 laftly, becaufe the exceution of this plan would increafe the con-
fidence of Gpain, and expofe us to be drawn into the war, in pite of
ouriclves, 1 have concluded that we mult confine ourfelves to precau-
tons lefs expenfive, and lefs approaching a ftate of hoftility.

“THEsE precautions reduce thamfelves to the following :
“Ift. To obferve attentivdy every thing which can avert the ap-
proaches of danger 5 to obfirve the coalls of our iflasds, and the en-
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trance of the culf of Mixice., Thisis the olie& of the cruifes fpoken
of in the Jetter of the marquis de Grimaldi, and of the orders which will
be given, in conformity tiercto, to the thins we have fent to thofe Jati-
tudes. ‘1o procure frequent mlormration of every thing that paffes on
the hank of Newloundland, o chierve in England, the flate of her
troops, of her armaments, the fituation of public ercdit, and that of the
minifler, '

““ To endeavour to knonv eery thing that faffes ur the Enalif colonies ;
avording, hosvevery cver; thing that may lead to « fufpicion that eve bave
there any direfty and charadlerized agent.

 2dly. To facilitate to the colonies the meaus of procuring, by the
avay of conunerce, amnnuniiony and alfo the amciey cubieh they avanty, but
avithout departing frovi neutrality, and avithout giving them diref fuccours.

« sdly.  To cfiablifh, without notfe, cur maritime forces 3 to fupply
our magazines ; to refit our veflels ; to put us m a ftute of arming
quickly, whenever there fhall be occafion, a fquadron at Toulon and one
Breft ; during which, Spain fhould arm one at Tervol.

“In cafe we fhould have well-grounded motives to fear a more immi-
nent danger, to arm cffe@ually the fquadrons, without fuffenng them
to leave the pofis,

“In cafe every thing fhould be dipofed for an immediate war, to
colleét numerous troops on the {ea coaft, and difpofe every thing for an
expedition into England, to oblige that power to recal her forces ; to
profit of the moment to fend troops and veflels, cither into our colonies,
if it is judged neeeflary, or into the Indies, where we fhould be provided
beforchand with the means, either in forming leagues with the natives
of the country, or in perfe®ing the eflablifhment of our ifles of France
znd Bourbon.

¢ As one part of thefe precautions would alfo require expenfes, already
heavy cnough, I believe it effential to precipitate nothing 5 above all
things, as relates to the two laft objedts, unlefs we fhould have reafon
to believe that this power really intends to attack us.

“1 cannoT fcrminate this memonal without making one obfervation,
which [ think very important, on the manner in which we ought to cou-
cert with the court of Spain.  No doubt that the interefls being common,
the confidence ought to be entire, and the meaiures adopted 1n concert.

“ BuT there is but too much reaton ¢ belicve that England has, in
the councils of Spatn, correfpoudents, who give to her advice of moft of
their important fecrets.

“ I know that the hofiile projedt, concerted between the two minif-
ters, if T do not miflake, in the year 766, in confequence of which My,
Ducare!ll had received orders to drive the Enolith from the Falkland
ifles, which was not even thourut of in §pain, was known to the miniftes
of Lrplond, "FEs s a danger againk which we fhould guard i the
communications we make to Upain.  Certainly {the communication of
every thing, which, announcirg the firm vefolution of the two monarchs
to maintain peace, indicates the fit means to threaten England directly,
cannot iifure, cven when the Britifh minifter fhall have knowledge of
than,

“ BT cvery thing which w uld fead to entevprifes on Minorca or
Gibraltar, {o combined meafines for tranfhorting forces into India, can
be corfided, without danger, only to the Ling of Spain, and to the mar-
quis of Grimaldi, for him atone.”
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