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At o General Meeting of The Socnety for the
Propagation of the Gofpel in Forcxgn Parts,

Friday Feorsiary 20. 1773

GREED, That the Thanks of this Soci-

ety be given to the Right Reverend the
Lord Bifhop of E LT, for his Sermon preach'd
this Day in the Church of St Mary-le-Bow :
And that his Lordfhip be delird to Prine

 the fame.

 Willian Taylor, Secretary.
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Acts XXVI. 28, 29.

Then Agrippa (a1d anto Paul, Almef
thow perfwadelt me to be a Chriftian. -

And St. Paul [aid, T would to God,
that not only thow, but alfo all thas

~ bear me this Day, were both almafl,
and altogether {uch as I am, except
thefe Bonds, -

HESE Words contain the Anfwer of

! St. Panl to King Arippa, when, being

- 4. aPrifoner, he was brought before thac
King, Feftas th& Governour, and a great Al-
{embly of People, to give an Account of his
Behaviour, which the Jews thought very cri-
minal ; and of the Opiniops he taught, which
appeared to them-abfolutely contradiGory to
the Laws which they-had received from Heaven.
Wherefore this great Apoftle, having Li-
herty allowed him to Ipeak, did prove lo ma-
niféftly from the Books of Mofes, the Law-
giver of-the fews, and: all their Prophets, that
Jefus Chrift was the true Meflias, whom God
had, in all Times, promiled. o fend into the
| B World,
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World, to redeem Mankind trom the Powet

and Guilt of their Sins. -

And alfo by a ftreng Argument, taken from
the uncentrolable and Almighty Power of God,
did make the Refurreéion of the Bodies of Men,
look fo very credible, that dgrippa, with much
Franknefs and Honefty, declaréd to St. Pan,
that he had almof} perfwaded him to be a Chriftian.

Now, what we here {ee relaced of St. Panl,
the moft emineat Apoftle of the Gentiles, that
he was labouting to make Men, of all Sorts
and Degrees, Converts to Chrit; and to con-
vince them of the unqueftionaple Trath of the
Doctrines he propoled to them to believe, and
to induce them to conform their Lives to the
mofk reafonable and holy Precepts he had thew'd
moft neceflary for them to bblerve, is the
fame Noble Work you, join'd.in a Society,
have engaged your felves in, and are doing
all that in you lieth, to propagate the Gofpel
in Foreign Parts: And that yéu may have Suc-
cefs in fuch an heavenly and ‘pions Undercak-
ing, ought to be the fervent Prayer of eyery
honeft good Man. |

For you could have no Delign more ad.
vancing the Honour of God, atd. of .our Lord
Jefus Chrilt, and tending more to the Recove-
ry and real Happinefs of degenetate Men, than
- - to
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g hwantan
to bring them out of Pagan Darknels, from

under the Power of Satan, and the Tyranay
and Dominion of their unruly Lufls and Paf.
fions, and to prevail with them heartily to em-
brace pure Religion and Virtue.

What folid Comfort and Joy muft [pring
up in your Souls, of which no created Being
can bereave you, to have been the Occafion,
by the Divine Grace and Bleffing, of fetching
over many poor ignorant Perfons, who were
mere Idolaters, and bowed down before evety
contemptible Creature, or fenflefs [mage, fram.-
ed by humane Hands, and of inclining them
to become Worfhipers of the one only true
God ; and inflead of offering up 1o falle
Gods Sacrifices full of Profanenefs, Cruelty,
and Uncleannefs, humbly to adore his moft
glorious Majeflty, and to ferve Him acceptably
in Truth and Newnels of Spiri.

It can fcarce be conceived, that any Ene-
mies fhould be found to fo worthy and laud-
able a Defign, as unlikely to produce any Be-
nefic to Men; and confidering you do Harm
to none, and the Good you do, extends to
Multitudes in Places fir diftant from each o-
ther, you ought not to have one Adverfary.

But the ill Conduét of many, who, above

an Age fince, fer about making Men turn
B2 Chri-
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Chriftians, may raife a Prejudice again ftyou,
and caufe {ome not to entertain fo favourable
Thoughts of your Worthy Undertaking, as it
truly deferves: For what they did in this Af-
fair, was not only moft oppofite to the Pra-
&ice of Chrift and his Apoftles, but had a di-
re¢t Repugnancy to the Voice and Dictates of
Nature, received in all civiliz d Countries.

They, by Force of Arms, did ftrive to com.
pel Men to embrace a new Religion 5 and vaft
Numbers (¢) of thofe, who did not, or could
not prefently bring themfelves to fubmit to their
Doc¢trines and Rules, were put to cruel Tor-
ture, or inhumanely deftroyed.

Infomuch, that their principal Aim was not
to win Pagans over to the Gofpel, but to gain
fure Hold of their Country 5 not to enlighten
their Minds with the Truths, or warm theis

Hearts with the holy and gracious Precepts of
the

(1) Ad deftruftionem aurem & defolationem innumerk iftius populi, folum auram
Hi‘panorum ultimus finis & feopus fuiry & ur exiguo tempore dirati digeitates per-
venirznr, Denieae ut uno verbo dicam, illorum avaritia & ambitie, qua vix major
excogitarl poffer, barumaq; regionuem incredibiles divitiz, incolarumque humilreas &
patientia --—- hitic rei anfam prabuere: quos tanto contemptut habebaar, ut vos
( de its qua prefens vidi, omei mendacio fepefito, loquor) mon ue beflias, hoc enim
pereptareny, fed ur abjeiffimun teere fimum wactarent, Barth, de Cafis Epifcop.
Nar. Credelit, Hifpanorum in Indiiz patrat, p. 8. *

Aliquando acadit ut ampliffimz ucbis qua: decem milliaribus ab €0 loco in quo
eramus diftabat cives nobis obviam honoris gratid procederent cun amplo comme-
ara cibifq; delicaris—nobis quam mazimam poterant pifcium copiam afferentes, &
diftribuentes; ccce illico malo Dxmone Hilpanorum (piritus agitante in tantum

Fuiorem verfi funt nulld intercedente causi aut raticne ulera tria millia hominum
tam vizoram quzm feeminarum & puerorum internccione fultnlerint, Ibid. pag.24,
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the Chriftian Religiony but to {luy, and rake
Pofleffion of their Lands.  So that a miferable
Indian could not behold fuch bloody Inftru-
Cters without great Terror; and the very Prin-
ciples of Self-prefervation muft force him to
have thefe barbarous Perfecutors in the utmoft
Abomination and Abhorrence.

There is a Society of Men, whom we know,
and I wifh we may never know them more
than we.already do, who have been long ac-
cuftomed to fend Miffionaries into Foreign
Countries; of whole Condu& two Things are
very remarkable:

The firlt is;, That they commonly fend
their Miffionaries into fuch Kingdoms as are
replenifhed with Gold, and Silver, and preci-
ous Stones, and choice and delicious Fruits,
whereas the barren, cold, poor and frozen
Countries have, in_Comparifon, received bue
few Propagators of the Gofpel from Reme.
But God; who is no Refpecter of Perlons, c-
fleems Men more for the Innocence and Up-
rightnefls of their Lives, than their High Pofts,
and the Largenefs of their Eftates,

The other is, That thefe Miffionaries, which
{hews how little Fruit true Religion is to
reap from them, do blend- and mingle the

great Corruptions, Errors, Innovations, and
legen-
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legendary Tales (b of their Church, with the
primitive Doctrines and Laws of Chrilt and
his Diilciples, and obtrude them upon thei
new Converts, as of equal Necefficy to be be-
lieved and pradtifed, in order to their eternal
Salvation.

Nay, in Cales either of imminent Danger,
ot Probabilicy of imore Succels, they are known
r0 go a great deal farther; () and have yicld-
ed to compound the Chriftian Religion, al-
ready fo much allayed and debaled by their
fuperftitious Mixtures and unwarraatable Addi-
tions, wich the grofs Idolatries of the Nations

they are employing their Time and Pains to
conveft.

What will our Lord fay to fuch unfaichful

Servants, when they fhall appear at his Judg-
ment Seat, and plead for themfelves, thac

they often have cry'd, Lord, Lord; and much
oftner, onr Lady, onr Lady® It is grearly to be

feared

(b} --- Quzdans mulier veronica nomine, linteo duplicato, compatiens domino
Divinum ej1s vultum exeergerce, {tatiniqs in co linteo duplicata effigies angu-
fisti vu'.is Domint yer muraculum apparerct: in urrzq; [cificee parre ; quarum
altera Rumx ie maxima Ecclefia, altera Genoz 2d hanc ufque diem religiofifimd
cultoditur, & tum ex imaginis plufquam humana vivacitate, tem ex co quod fine
tcum nullo fir colore infedtum, fed quafi nativo hintei colore Chrifti Domini effi.
gien reierar, Divioum 1¢ ¢ffe miraculum clare perfpicicur, Mexandri de Rbodes &
Sar. Fefu Cathechifmi Tunchinenfie, p, 222. 4. 1651,

Miflicnes, que !a companzia de Jefus ha hecho en la Provincia de Goa,  Por ¢l
Dodor Suarez, &c. libs 1. Prdd. Ane 1514,

Juiti Heurni: de vocarione Echnicorum, iib. g, 115,

(€) Myftery of Jefuititm, Leseer V. p. 5.

s

"
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feared he will teil them, that be kuows then not
and abhors the Superftinen and Idolatry wich
which they have polluted his pure and holy
Religion.

As for you, the worthy Members of this
Society, none can [ufpeét that Coveroulnels
was at the Root of your good Undertaking s
for, on the contrary, with a large and conflant
Expence, flowing freely out of your own
Stores, and with the liberal Contributions of
other bountiful Perfons, you have advanced
your Work to fo high a Pitch, and fpread ic
far and near. And as the Chriftian Chariry
which inflamed your Hearts, did firft prompe
you to apply your felves to the -Propagation
of the Golpel; fo you have been extremely
careful, that only the true and genuine Do-
Grines and Precepts of our Saviour, fhould
be inftilled into the Minds of the new Di-
fciples. .. .
~ Somoreover, the Means by you made ufe
of, have been moft effe@ual, and fuitable to
fuch an admirable Defign 5 for War was never
made by you upon the Pagans, whom you
did not intend to conquer, but to convert:
Ads of Violence and Compulfion, frequent
formerly in other Places, have not been fo
much as fulpeéted to be done by them you
fend on thisOccafion.  ~ ~ You
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You conceive the Goly:l ought to be pro=
pagated sbeer the (ame Manner ic was firft c-
rected by Chrift and his Apoftles, by true
Reafons, affetionate Perfwalions, and a molt
holy Example; and that the right way to put
in Practice the Rules contained in St. Paul's
Ep:ftles, is to endeavour to imitate that excel-
lent Pattern d) of his Lite, who was perpe-
aally confuting his Adverfaries, converting his
Hearers, and bringing Men over to Jefus
Chrift by amicable and ratonal Debates 5 and
fo ordered his whole Converfation, not that
he might attain to the Grandeur, Riches, and
Glories of this World ; but become Pareaker of
the invifible Things, che never-fading Joys and
Rewards of the nexc State.

The high Station and Quality of Men, be-
fore whom he appeared, did not check and
reftrain him from honeltly and plainly dif-
charging his Duty : Thus when he was brought
before Felix, who was a heavy Oppreffor in the
Adminifiracion of his Government, and a very

if1=

(dj Beartus eft dare magis ¢ am accipere, Caterum hac teflimonium neparnt uf
quaw: inteninr didunt a Domino --.Uninam antem buec aoimun Paalt tam excel-
fumy, & ab omri frecie qaatns abhereeoren imtarerur n- e temroris concio-
nateres, Fu alicus, qui 6 i omoem viom mzerdisit clain carnium, inveni-
untur, qui imitentur ¢ foit qut lemyper s u dic incefforic pedibuis, haber tinirateres
fuit qui fune fe cinxerit, non defurc qui fetiofe 21 ulentur s fuic qui femper pul-
latus inceferir, repreric xnuiatores: Mlem ke puicheniimmum exemplum Pauli
non habee xmulcs, Eiafms Aunct, in ... Apofts cap, 20,
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incontinent Perfon, keeping the Wife of another

Man; the Apoftle, agreeably to the Occafion,
makes a Difcourfc of Juftice and Chaftity ; and
proves the certainty of a futare Judgmenr,
when God will condemn all thofe, who fhall
be found to have broken the Laws of Rightes
oufnefs and Temperance, and to have dy'd in
thefe Sins without Repentance and Amend-
ment; this feafonable Argument made Felix's
Heart, which muft be firft affected, to ake,
and his Limbs to tremble, L

But afeer all, the greateft Enemies to your
pious Work, are thole Men, who, .in their
Converfation and Writings, are .continually
calting Contempt on the Chriftian . Religion,
and, the Minifters of it ; and it canbe no mar-
vel that the .open Adverfarics to the holy Go-
{pel, thould oppofe the Propagation of it.

And we cannot but make it our Lamenca~
tion, that there be too many now, who, un-
der Prerence of ufing their Realon freely, do
[candaloufly and wickedly abufe it, in Dchie
ance of God their Maker, and the Giver of their
Undertanding; moft prophanely calling his
infinite Being and Exiftence into queltion; dife
owning his All-fecing Providence, by whichhe
ooverns the World, and takes Care of all his
Creatures ; denying the Immonality of the Soul,

C and
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ind a Future Life. and by plain Confequence
rejecting all Relipion, whether Natural or Re-
vealed.

But in & particular Manaer thefe Men make
it their Buofinefs to expofe and ridicule the
moft Holy Religion of our ever-Blefled Lord
fefus Chrift, and vo impeach both its Truth
and Goodnefs; (e) for the Sake and Support
whereof, the Labours, the Cares, the Dangers,

‘and the Sufferingsof St. Paxl, were incredible,

and beyond all Example: And which Religi-
on, with much Piety, Coft, and Diligence, you
are endeavouring to plant and oropagate in
remote Countries,

So that while you are fetting up the Gofpel
abroad, which contains in it the Evidence of
and the Ways to arrive at evernal Life, thefe'ill
Men, Sianers againft their own Souls, are try-
ing to fubvert it at Home; nor by any Ar-

uments which are nor capable of folid and

Il Anfwers, bur what muft aftonifh all the
fincerely religious, by treating the moft holy,
tremeadous, and Divine Things, with Banrer,

Ma-

(-) Verbera, vincla, famem, Japides rabicmque ferarum,

Carceris eluviem, virgas, tormenta, catenss,
Naufragium, lacrymas, ferpentis dira venena,
Jigma:a nen tintuit portare in corpore Chrif,
Credeates deeair, polfent quo vincere mortem.

S. Damafus de laudibus Pauli Apeflot;,
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Malice, and Scorn, May God convere, re-
claim, and humble them, and pur a Stop to
the Infection they are cafting out. Wherefore
I think the vemainder of my Time cannot he
better fpent, than in vindicating the pure and
holy Religion which they would bring in-
~to Contempt, and in fhewing the Firmnefs-
- and Solidity of its Foundations, upon which
jowr Dchign and all yowr Endeavours do
" ftand. Now in the Management of this Ar-
- pument, I will lay before you feveral Inftances
and Particulars, which manifeft the Truth and
Excellency of the Gofpel, and evidently fhew
how far it does furpals all other Religions,

L e gives 2 truer and fuller Account: of the
- Narture and Attributes of God,.
II. A beteer and more cercain Relation of
“the Creation of the World, - declaring God to
~ be the Author of our Beings, and that we de-
pend upon his Providence for qur Prelervation.
I, It {hews wherein that Worfhip and Ser-
vice does confift, which will be moft plealing
to God, and fers forch the Means, and lays -
- down the nzceflary Rules of attaining to eter-
nal Happinefs.
IV. To encoutage Men to thé Reformation
of their Lives, it gives them unqueltionable
C12 Al- y
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Aflurance, that God will be pleafed gracioufly
to pardon all Sinners, who f{incerely repent,
and accept of the Satisfaction, made by his
own dearly beloved Son, for their greateft Sins.

V. It promifes more Help ard Afliftance ta
Men in performing the feveral Branches and
Pates of their religious Duty.

VI It difcovers a clearer and more cereain
Account of the Immortality of the Soul, and
of the Rewards and Punifhments in the World

(0 CCIXIC,

[. Chriftian Religicn aiv-< a trer and fuls
fer Account of the Nuizce a- 4 Auribuees of
God.

It cannot be doubred, but that from the Or-
der of the World, the admirable Frame and
Compofition of all the Creatures therein, and
their mutual Service and Helps o each other,
and the exquifite Harmony and Agreeablenels
among(t them all] the Exiftence ot the Supreme
Living God may be demonftrated.

It 1s likewife evident, that many of the Philo-
jophers had,in good Meafure, ( f) right Notions

of

Mf) Vos enim ic 11 dicere {oletis, nihil effe quod Deus efficere non peffir, & quie
cem b ¢ labere ullo s at emim he minum membra rulld conrentione, mente ipsd, ac

@inntate moveantar: fic wumone deorum omaia fingl, mover, matarique poflc.
[.t‘.le. D, f. 3"
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of God, and fometimes exprefs themfelves, as
if their Minds had been enlighten'd by Divine
Revelation ; but at other Times they are in-
confiftent with themlelves, when they are dif-
coutfing of the Original Caufe of Things, the
Proofs they produce be weak and inconclufive ;
and there may be obferved in their Arguments
much Uncertainty, Scruples, and Diffidence :
But how juft Conceptions foever many of the
Philolophers had of God, the Generality of
People did wretchedly fink inte Polytheilm (g)
- and Idolatry,

For the greater Number erred in holding,
that there were many Gods ; and did impute
{uch Weaknefs and Deleéts to them, and ren-
der to them f{uch abiurd Worfhip, as was al-
together repugnant to the Perfe@ions of the
Deity, and inconfiften: with the Reafon of
Men.

Among the Gods, who were fuppofed to
- have Wifdom and Power, thefe Qualities were
- reftrained to {o narrow a Compals, as made
it neceflary there fhould be a Multtude of
them: Some were to govern in Heaven; o-
thers to rule on Earth 5 {ome took Care of the

Health,

‘1) Omne fere gerus beftiarum Egyptu confecrarunr. Cic. de N. D. I 3. Fu-
vin, Sato s, Clom. AL Protrep, p. 29, Dicd, Sic. 1.4,
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Health, and relieved the Infirmities of the
Body ; others ordered the Affairs of War and
Peace; and fome prelided over the Fruits
of the Earch, providing due Degrees of Heat
and Moifture to bring them to Ripenefss in-
deed there was hardly any Thing of Moment
or Confequence to the Life of Man, that had
not a peculiar God to look akier ic.

Bur flill {o grofs was the Ignorance, fo great
the Stupidity ot lapfed Mankind, that almoft
whole Countries adored Things (b ) void of
Underftanding and  Senfe, and worfh:pped
Wood and Stone courfly carved 5 Things {o far
from having any Character of Divinity about
them, thac they were of too low a Nature,
to pretend to any of the Marks and Sigas of
humane Reafon: Whereas had they had a righe
Apprehenfion of the boundlels and immenle
Perfetions of God, taught in the holy Scri-
ptures, they muft chen have believed the No-
tion of 2 Multitude of Gods not only unnecel-
(ary, but impclible, and repugnan: o ic felf
and chat infinice Wildom and Power could s
calily and compleatly order and take care

ot

i,

(1:* Nequae hic fterit muluplicandoreny Numinsm praritas, com in caram nu-
merun :ntealerint fontes, palas, ingentia daxa, Cacamina montium, nen precyl
Cajamalca interiscus inter petiofos montes collis arenalus, quod hee iptis mirem
vifum oit, Num nis cbiowt veneratonem, Feachim. Bowlii liflers Peruana, il 1.
Pl‘fg- 12, '
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of the whole Mafs and Colle&ion of Crea-
tures in all che Univerfe, as of any one fingle
Being therein.

We may now obferve, that there was no-
thing lufficient to obliterate, and wholly rafe
out of the Souls of Mzn, Opinions fo falfe, fo
foolifh, fo unworthy of the glorious Attributes
of God, and diffonant to the Nature of crue
Religion, but an extraordinary Revelation pub-
lithed by the miraculous Powerof God. And
it is manifet and vifible, that wherever the
Light of the Gofpel hath fhined, it has made
fome Reformation among them; who have
not throughly embraced st; it hath tinétured
and heightened the Writings of the greateft
Philofophers upon the molt important Sub-
je€ts: The Turifcannm but allow our Saviour
to have been a great Prophet; and in Truth
they feem to owe the beft and wileft Things
in their Alcoran to the holy Bible.

This facred Book always fpeaks worthily
and confiltently of God 5 it ever declares him
to be but One, Eternal, Omniprelent, Omni-
fcient, Almighty, Independent, Unchangeable

Being, moft Holy and Wife, moft True
and Faithful, Patient, Long-fuffering, full of

Tendernefs and Compaflion, irfinitely Good,
Mercitul, and Gracious.

Thefe
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Thefe are the Doétrines always laid down
in the infpired Writings concerning God; thefe
are the Truths concerning Him chat you are
endeavouring to plant in the Hearts of Infi-
dels; thefe are the Dotrines which will make
the Men entirely happy who believe chem ; for
they will love Ged with all ctheir Hearts, and
their Neighbours as themfelves; and yet the
Perfons who entitle themlfelves Eree-Thinkers
are plealed, according to their ufual Modefty,
to infinuate, thac the Minifters of the Church
of our Lord Jelus Chrift, and the fupid 1do-
laters ot Siam, are upon the {ame Level, and
that their Idolatry and the Chriftian Religion
have equal Pretenfions to Truth. Let thefe
Perfons, 1t they have not rooted up all Religion
and Virtue in their Hearts, confider, that by this
prophane Mockery, they blalpheme the Lord
who bought them with his own Blood ; they
crucify to themfelves the Son € God afrefb, and
put him to an open Shame. And if they fin wil-

fully after that they have received the Knowledge

of the Truth, there vemaineth no more Sacrifice for

Sins: but & certain fearful looking for of Fudp-
ment and frery Indignation, which [hall devour the

Adverfaries.  And thac it is 2 fearful Thing to
fall into the Hands of the living God. If Men
will ufe theic Wit in the Defiance of the Al-

mighty,
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mighty, and in the Contempt of Providence,
which fhould have been imployed in magni-
fying and praifing his marvellous Power and
immenfe Goodnefs, and in difplaying the Glo-
ry of his wondrous Works, they will make
themfelves, in the Conclufion, the greatelt
and moft wretched Fools ; and being broughe
by Angels, at the Day of Judgment, before the
Saviour of the World, whom they all their
Lives did defpile, their Condicion will appear
moft miferable, and they muflt fink into un-
conceivable Horror, Confufion, and Defpair.
Bucto proceed.  The Divine Awributes of
Goodnefs, Forbearance, and Mercy, are litde
obferved, infilted on, and explained in the beft
Heathen Writers.  In them you may find large
Defcriptionsof God's Power, and of the Thun-
der with which he frikes Terror intp the Heares
of Men 5 but pot much noticeis taken of his
Love, his AffeGtion, and his tender Care over
all his Creatures, which are the pr.im:ipal Ob-
jeéts of the Chriftian Man's Devation in bis
Family and Clofet; which ace the chief Sub-
jets of the publick Ojihces of the Chriftian
Church, when Men affemble together to Adore
God, and fet forth his Pratles in the great
Congregation.
D It
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It isthe wife and good Providence of God,:
on which they rely for the Provifion of their
Daily Bread,and which is their Rock of Defence
againft all their Enemiess whichis their fure
Refuge in Times of Trouble, Sicknefs, and
Diftrefs; which is their firm Support, when they
are left by every Body, at the Approches of
Death; it js the undeferved Grace and Love of
God on which only they rely for the Pardon
of their Sins, and Acceptance and Jultification
at the greac Tribunal of our bleffed Lord and
Saviour. |

Great is the Lord, and Marvellous, worthy to
be praifed; there is no End of his Greatnefs. The
Lord s gracions and merciful, long- fuffering, and of
great Goodnefs : The Lord is loving unto every Man,
and bis Mercy is over all bis Works. All thy Works
praife thee, O Lord, and thy Saints give thanksto
thee : ‘They fhew the Glory of thy Kingdom 3 ithat thy
Power, thy Glory, and mightinefs of thy Kingdom
snight be known unto Men.  Who is a God like unto
thee, that pardoneth Iniquity, and paffeth: by Tranf-
greffions.--= Heretamethnot his Anger for ever, be-
caufe be delighteth in Mercy. |

IL In revealed Religion, we have a clearer
and more cereain Acconnt of the Creation of
the World, wherein’ God is declared to have

made
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made all the Beings which do exift, by his Al-
mighty Power ; to have difpofed them in fo
excellent an Order by his infinite Wifdom, and
to have made them fo beneficial one to ano-
ther by his boundlefs Goodnefs, and to con-
tinue and preferve them in this happy Condi-
tion by his watchful and All-feeing Providence.
The Philofophers were much at a lofs as to
the Creation of the World, notwithftanding
they had got fome hinti from infpired Writers
concerning the Production of the Univerfe,
and the general Flood. However, there feems
to have been no fetled Opinion, in whichany
confiderable Number of them could agree.
Scine were for the Eternity of the World; of
which Doctrine Ariftotle pretends himfelf co be
the firt Author,and thac the Philofophers be-
fore his Time belieyed the World had a Begin-
ning;-(4) others thoughe this vaft Syftem of
Beings was caufed by the licle Parts of pre-
exifting Matter falling,, and joining together
by naked undifcerning Chance, without the In-
terpofition of any wife DireGtor to guide, order,
and - unite them; ac the Head ot which Se&
ftands Democritus, Leucippus, and Epicsirus.

D 2 Now

- (%) Tevbpwor piy T, _Emf_zf S gagiy== o7 pin v adipazor dua didar dyu
avtdr 8 pevidars  Arifl. Lib.- 1.-Cap. 10.de Czlo.
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Now the firlt of thefe Opinions excludes God
out of the World, and the other makes him

ufelefs in ic.  For if the World be Eternal, and
without 2 Maker, it muft be Selt-exiftent; and
what 1s Selt- exiftent, muft ke abfolurely Pcrfc&;
and fo can have no dependence from any thing
clfe.

So likewife if the World was framed by
Chance,without the Power and Wifdom of God,
and doch continue withour his Care and Pro-
tection, then the Inhabicants thereof lie under
no Obligation to Fear, Worfhip, and Obey him,
nor have any reafon to give him an Account
of the Condu¢t of their Lives.

Bur is it poffible with any force of Rea-
lon to mamuaain, that 2 World continually
Changing, Alesing, and Decaying, fhould be
Immutable, Independent, and Eternal 2

There is nothing you can confider, which
will not carry youto the Firft Caule.  Thus,
if none of the Men of this Time had their Ex-
ttence from themlelves, {o then neicher had
the Men who lived in the Age before them,
nor thofe who immediately preceded them
biz we muft alcend npwards from Generation
ro Generation, unto the firlt Author of our Be-
mg: Neither conld the filt Men be Self-
exiitent; for whac is Selt-exiftent, is indepen-
dent, and muft abide for ever. Yo
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To proceed to the fecond Opinion,Can any
thing be more abfurd and una¢countable than
the Affertion, that a World full of Qrder, De-
fign, Proportion, and aceurate Contrivance,
fhould ftare up by mere accident and chance 2

But npow the Relation of the Original of
Thin%s, in the Holy Scriptures, always agrecs
entirely with the Nature and Auributes of God
and the State and Condicion of the Warld.

In them it is perpetually declared with Ap-
thority, that there is but Qne Supreme, Inde-
pendent, Self-exifting, Almighty Being ; and
that all otherThings fo proceed only from Him,
and muft of necefficy depend upon Him
for their Subfiftence. It being demonftrable
from clear and plain Realon, as well as pub-
lithed by Divine Auchority,

That the Suppofizion of Two Infinite, O-
mnipotent, Omniprefent, Self-exifting, Inde-
pendent Beings, does imply a Contradiction ;
and that all the Parts of the Univerfe do car-
ry unqueltionable Evidence with them of their
Being the Productions of wuncircumfcribed
Goodnefs, Wifdom, and Power.

lnfomuch, that notwithftanding the pro-

tonndeft Philofophers did ever fpeak doubrtully
and darkly of chefe great Truchs, yet theinfpired
Pen-Men, from the Beginning of the Holy Bi

ble
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| ble to the End of it, do write with certainty and
clearnels concerning the Creation: They not
only afctibe andattribuce it conftantly and [ole-
lyco God; but fet forth the Order, Manner,
and Days in which he made . L
And what is plainly and hiftorically related
by fome of them abount the Original of che
World, is elegantly and loftily expreft by others
in Hymns of Praife. | _—_—
" He [tretched forththe Heavens alone, He [pread-
ed abroad the Barth by bimfelf 5 He compaffeth the
Water by bounds 5 Fde made Man in his Image, and
gave him Dominion over other Creatures. . Who co-
vereft thy [elf with Light as with a Garment.: Who
[iretcheft ont the Heavens as a Curtain. |
And who could Difcourfe with fo much
Truth of God, and in (0 lively a manner exprefs
the Excellency of his Works, and relate the pat-
ticular Steps of his Proceedings in Producipg
the Creatures out of nothing,.as thofe Perfons
unto whom he miraculoufly revealed it, and
who were inftru&ted and aflifted in what they
writ by his own moft Holy Spiri/ =~ -~ .
And whereas the Pagan Authors make very
dcfe@tive Reposts of Divine Providence, fuch
asupon which a hearty Reliance in the Courfe
of Life could hardly be eftablifhed : Mbfes and
the Prophets, and, above all, our great Lord and
| ' ~ Mafter
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Maftér Fefus Chrift, his Dileiples and Apoftles,

give us the moft comfortable and fuisfactory
Affurance, that the Providence of God,with the
greateft Affection and Benignity, does extend it
{elf to all the Creaturesit has brought into Ex-
iftence. -
Beings of the highelt Rank, and the largeft
Portions of the World, cannot continue to fub-
fit without his gracious Influence to preferve
them; and he never fails to take the:leaft un-

~der his Protection.  As the moft powetful and”

confiderable Creatures have their Dependence
fromhis Favour, fo the weakeft and moft mi-
nute {hall never perifh for the wanc of his Care 5
He providing for the Oxen, andthe Ravens, and
the Sparrows, and the Lillies of the Field.

But his Providence is more particularly em-
ployed -about Man, whom he created after his
own Image; and fhill in more efpecial manner,
and above ‘all, as 1 may fay, it does engage ic
{elf for the Prefervation of the Holy, the Hum-
ble, the Megk, the Merciful and Charitable
Men, who firmly believe in God, who ferve
him faithfully, who fincerely rely on his Promi-
fes, and do the largeft Good they cantoall their
Fellow Creatures : It -fo orders all Events, that
they fhall work ctogether for their Advantage
and Comfort. *

111

23
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~ HL Revelation does dilcover to us; wherein
the true Worlhip of God does confift, and
{hews us how -we may ferve him acceptably ;
it clears Religion from the fuperftitious Fears
which intimidate and enflave -the Minds of
Men; it entirely prohibits all Immorality and
Injuftice, which {ink Men down to the low
Condition of Beafts which perifth, and defteoy
the Foundations of their Living together in So-
ciety : ‘But it Jays down-allthe neceflary Means
to acquire firm and durable Happinels; it
ftrictly enjoins Purity, Sobriety, ‘Mecknefs, Pa-
tience, Induftry, Mercy, and univerfal Benevo-
lence, (k) which Virtues exale- our Souls, -and
make their Nature more Heavenly and Divine,
Among ‘the Heathen ‘Writers, there be {Hiff
and eager Difputes ‘dbout:the chieteft Happi-
nefs, and they -are- not’ of :a “Mind:where:to
. place it: Now:they. that cannot agree’ aboue
the Thing it Telf, mift miore widely.differ, and
fiercely conrend abouc the “Ways' and Means
to -obtain its: = < o 0 uDoan
O U e i

* ) 1 j' -
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( [{) Sﬁd qlﬁﬁ moramar ? .innlla 'omn"rbus {xculis rcpum.:EH:avel"P Hﬁﬁfﬂpﬁiﬂ,
vel fecta, vel religio, vel lex, :aue. difciplina,. quz raptum communionrs bpnpm
cxalravir, bonum vero individuale depreffic, ‘quantum fan&afides chriftidna 5 1in-
de liquido parear, unum eundemq; Deum fuiffe, qui creaturis degesilias nayurar,
hominibus vero legem chriftianam dediffete  Baco. de Augmentis Scientsarum. Lib,
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- As befare we did acknawledge thar feverah
‘of the Philofophets had right Notions of Ged,
fo it is now granted, that maany of chem have -
agivenr wife Precepts about che Moral Virwes.
But in divers refpe@s thefe Learned Men, and
their Bhilofophical Pecforsmances, have falken
{hott ef our blefled Savient and his admirable
Reliptom: 'The Chrifizn Religion s perfeGt
and without Faults; and che neoff holy 20d in-
nacent Life of €hriff, came up tothe’ Perteétion
of his Religion: He never commanding his
Difciples and Followess to-do any. Duty, which
He had not exadtly performed Himfelh., -

- Whereas the Philofophers “of the. higheft
Form bad mingied many Esrors with their trie

Dodrines, and were grilty of greav Failings
intheir Converfations - which was the occafion -
chiefly, why their Doériacs were not lo ge-

- netally received, and why they had no mere
‘Efficacy inRectaimmg wicked Men from cheir

~ bad: Lives. -

v As fult, | fay, dhefe Philofephers had
joined ta their fourc and wholfome Rules of

. Morality, :many falfe, wezk, and unreafonable

- Optintons ; -which. did unzveidably diminifh

-~ their Credit and. Authoricy, and caufe cheir

~true and good Rules to have lefs influence up-
on others: For thefame Perfonswho writ fo
] ' E skilfully
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skilfully about Honefty and Temperance; did
condemn the Paffions as Evil, and declared it
to be our Duty utterly to extinguifh them:
And. yét itis:as impoffible to deftroy- our: Pal-
fions, as it is to remake our Souls; for there is
no rooting up thofe things, which God has
effentially - interwoven with our Nature.
And alfo the Paflions contained within th=
Bounds of Moderation, and exercifed about
proper Objects, are of great’ Advantage to us;
for they put us upon the Watch, when Tems
ptations affault, and would otherwife lurprife
us; they guard our Virtue, and proteét our
Honour ; - they raife-a jult Indignation in us
againit all Bafenels, Immorality, and Prophane-
nefs; they excitean hatred and abhorrency of
Injuftice, Oppreflion, Lewdnels; and Cruelty;
in 2 Word, the Paflions well ordered continu-
ally preferve in our Heartsa flaming and dif=
creet Zeal for.the Glory of God,and an affeti-
onate Tendernels to all our Fellow Creatures.
And the fame Men who  were fo much
miftaken in their Judgmenr concerning the
Paffions, had the impious Vanity to-pretend
fometimes that their Wife Man was equal to God,

(1)and fometimes that he was above him, as'|

fhall

(1) —- Non mulo te Dii anitecedest, ~- eft aliquid quo fapiens aritecedat De-
um. Sencex EP- 53. [>5 F.)" Ttl“:
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fhall obferve under another Head of chis
Difcourfe ; and to maintain that Sicknefs, Pains,
and Tormcnts were no Evils; which was
t0. put’ Maand “upon . entertainin5 Notions
and Fancies contraty tocommon Senfe. .

2. Another thing that difcredits the Au-
thority . of Fleathen Writers was, that very
few, of them in their .Lives did come up to
their virtuous Principles and Precepts. Thus
it appears that many of the chief Patrons-and
Founders of their Sefs, did fall below the
Charad&er they gave of a.good Man. Some
of .them were notorious for their exceeding
Covetoufnefs ; others deftitute of true Patience
to bear Troubles, did lay violent Hand. on
themfelyes; and fome died meanly and ab-
je&ly, and void of that philofophic Cou-
rage and Bravery, of which they pretcnded
themfelves to be great Mafters,

3. The Philofophers wanted the Powet of
Miracles to convirice unreafonable Oppofcrs
that they reccived theirDo&rines from Heaven.

But now, whatever was dcfe&wc in the*-

Gentile \Wnters appeared compleat and pers
tect in. our Lord j‘efm Chrift: He gave the
hlgheﬂ: Authomy to his Dottrines and Laws;
by an" innumerable Company of undoubted

Miracles, never wrought out of Vanity and
E 2 Often-

27
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Oftentation, or to procure any worldly Ad-
vantage; but either to recover and purifie
Meas Souls from all Ungodlinels and Iniqui-
ty; or toremove the Inhirmities, and heal che
Dilcales of their Bodies.

And as Truth, and Eqgaity, and Goodnels,
thmed m all his Do&rines and Command-
ments; fo his Life was ever conformable to
his righteous Precepes 5 and He practited thole
things Himfelf w0 the higheft Degree of Pore
fekion, which He requited of them that were
Baptized into his Church.

Neither was He more to be admired for the
uablemithed Holinels of his Converfation_than
for his anparallel’d Patience under the great-
cft Injuries and Sofferings: For both in the
Abules, and Indignities, and Crueities, which
wmediately preceded his Death, and at his
Death, He dilcovered the moft perfedt Exam-
ple of Piety and {uffering Vieue, thac ever
had been feen in the World.

He (hewed the greatelt Pattence in his Be-
haviour thro' the whole Scene of Revilings
and Torments ; being led to 2 bloody Slaugh-
ter, like a Lamb, He opened not his Mouth ;
no repming at Providence; no complaints
againft his Murderers, who with fo much [n.
ftice and Cruchy flew Him, were heard to

pro-
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proceed ont of his Mouth: He st the famne
time thewing the exaleft Submiffion o the
Will of God, and manifefting the higheft Cha-
rity to Men.  Henot only pardoned his met-
cilefs and wicked Deftroyers, but prayed am-
to his Father to forgive theit Sin: And after
ffe had defired that the Will of God, and
not his own Will might be done, He meck-
ly ubmitted to 2 Dreath full of Shame and
Torment, And by rifing on the third Day
from the Dead, He gave the flrongeft Proof
of the Truth of his Religion, and the firm-
elt Ground for good Men to hope that they
alfo fhall rife again from the Dead, which
could be expe@ted, or reafonably defired.
Wherefore if Men of Wit would dive them-
elves of all theit Prejudices, thing freely, that
is, fairly and impartially vfe cheir Reafon in
comparing things onc with another, and egual-
ly conflider their Force and Weight, they would
be compelled to acknowledpe that the Heaven-
ly Doctrines and Laws of Chrilt, cftablifhed
by very many Miracles, which He did not on-
ly in the Prefence of his Friers, who honoured
Him, bue before hisEnemies, who malicioufly
hated Him, but could make no real Objecti-
on againft them; that his exaétly pure and

innocent Life 5 that his ready Submiffion to
the
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the Will of God in his D:ath; that his won-
derful Refurretion from the State of che
Dead, as He had foretold, upon the third Day,
and his miraculous Alcenfion into Heaven, are
unqueftionable Demonftrations of his having
been fent by God into the World, to reform
and redeem the fallen Pofterity of Adam ; and
of the indifpenfible Obligation upon us all
to receive Him for a Saviour, and with all
our Hearts to believe in Him, obey Him,
and depend upon Him.

To love God with all our Souls, who is
the Maker of our Beings, and to love our
Neighbours as our Selves, who bear his
[mage, as they are the Sum and Subftance
of the Chriftian Religion, fo be they Dutics
fited to our Nature, and moft agreeable to
our Reafon, how little foever, as was now
obferved, they were confidered, recommend-
ed, and required in the Pagan Divinity.

Their not being fo fully perfuaded of God's
being the Creator of Heaven and Earth, and
of his univerfal and perpetual Providence and
Care ol them, was the Occafion why they
difcourle fo fparingly of the Love of God,
have compofed (o few Hymns in the Praile of
his Favour and Kindnefsy and had net fo quick
and lively a Senfe of his infinite Goodncls.

4. The
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4. The mlpiced Writers gve Mea more
affurance thac God will be plez..d te pardun
Sin, and to toigive all Ctlenders who LY
repent, and acccpe their fincere, 1o imper-
fe€t Obedience.

By the Light of Nature it is manifeft, thac
God loves virtuous Aétions, and hates thole
which be evil; for virtuous Deeds carry al-
ways their Advantage with them, and Wick-
ednels naturally and neceflanily draws Trou-
ble and Calamity after it.

But cthough it be evident o all Men, that
God approves Virtue, and abharreth Vice ;
yet it is not fo manifelt by natural Lighe,
that He will forgive Sinners upon their Re-
pentance 3 and if it be granted that God’s An-
ger againft Offenders may be appeafed, yer it
does not appear that He will pardon all Sins,
nor what Kindsand Degrees of Sin He will
remit 5 nor what fort of Satisfaltion He will
accepr, and what meafure of Sorrow He does
require in order to Reconciliation.

As tothefe cafes, Nawre was filent ; they
had Light enough to perceive theic Infirmities,
Weaknefles, and Milcarriages, but not fuffici-

ent Knowledge to find out a Remedy for
their Cure.

Aad
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And notwichftanding Papan Authors abound §
with Exhortations ro Ve, with Motives to §
be patient in Sickn:& and Troubles, and with §
Perfuafives agaft tie Fears of Death; yer §
their Arguments had not Force and Serength §
in them to {upport the Spirits of Menin their §
Affictions, and to anm them againft the ap-
proches of Death, the King of Ferrors. .,

Nothing but hopes of bemg reconciled to |
God, and thar He will forgive Men their Trel- |
pafles againft Him, 2nd their Fellow Creatures;; §
nothing bue a frrm Truft  his inhinice Good- |
nefs, and z2fteddy Belief chat afeer chis Life is 3
ended, He will beffow upon themr 2 glorious §
Trmoreality, can make us bear patiemly the |
Evils and Mfertes of chis State, and with a
trwe Conrage lock Death in the Face.  Neow |
as of thefe Arguments the Philofophers, who
had only cherr coerupeed Realon to gaide
them, treac fparingly, defectively, and obfcure.
ly; fo the Holy Men, who in their Writings
had the Affftance of the Spirit of God, arc|
full and dear and difin& m thewr Dilcontles
upon thefe moft important Subjedts, and are
ever lively dilplaymg God's Mercy towards
peaitent Offenders, and his grear readinefs gra-
cioufly to receive them into his Favonr,

Eor
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For God fo loved the Warld, that be gave bis
only begotten Son, that iwhofoever believeth in bim
[hould nat perifh, but vave everlafting Life. When
the wicked Man turneth away from bis wickednefs
that be bath committed, and doth that which is
Luoful and right, he [ball [ave his Soul alive.
Aud though your Sins be as Scarlet, they [hall be
as white as Snow, though they be red like Crime
fony they [hall be as Wool. He that believeth

Jhall be faved. Repent ye therefore and be con-
verted that your Stns may be blotted out.

Now how muft it replenifh che Hearts of
Men with [atisfaction, comfort, and joy, to
have undoubred Affurance from cthe Holy Spiric
given them, that God is in a perpetual readinefs
to pardon and mercifully receive Sinners that
{hall believe in his Son Jefus Chrift, and for-
fake their evil Ways; and that He will for-
give the blackeft and moft heinous Crimes
upon the fincere Return, and Amendment of
the Tranfgreflors!

He having been plealed gracioufly to de-
clare, that the greateft Sins are not too big
tor his Mercy ; nor the moft profligace and
wretched Offenders too vile to be Objeéts of
his Pity and Compaffion.

F Info-



4 Sermon preached before the Society for the

Infomuch that the whole Difpenfation of
the New-Teftament is 2 kind and merciful
Contrivance of God, for the Remiffion of
Sinss Chrift bringing a Commiffion with full
Powers fiom Heaven, to grant Pardon to
the higheft Malefaétors, who would unfeign-
edly repent and believe his Holy Gofpel.
Which glorious Commiffion He fealed with
his own Blood upon the Crols, ahd demon-
ftrated the Truth and Validity of it by his
Refurreltion: Fot thus it beboved Chrift to
Juffer, and to rife from the Dead the third Day,
that Repentance, and Remiffion of Sins fhould be
préacbed in bis Nane among all Nations.

But as to the Geitiles, who had no know-
ledge of the Pardon of Sins revealed and pro-
miled in the Gofpel, He will judge them by

~ thar'natural Lighe He had difcovered to them,

and thofe Helps He had furnithed them with ;
Znd we fately leave them to the uncovenanted
Mercies, and to the immenfe Goodnefs of
God, which leads Men to Repentance, and
in wiro"fe Houfe are many Manfions, and de.
piees of Happinef,

Which brings me to oblexve in the fifik

Place.

V. That
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V. That the Holy Scriptures promife more
Afliftance to Men in the Performance of thefe

neceflary Duties of Religion, which they have
revealed unto them. The Holy Ghoft will
enlighten the Minds, and give Courage and
Refolution to the Hearts of good Men in all
Difficulties and Hazards. There could not
be greater nor more impious Errors, than
thefe two, which are tound in the Pagan Phi-
lofophy : The firft, Thatic is in the Power
of Man to make himfelf compleatly happy,
without the Help of any other. The fecond, (m)
that their Wile Man is equal to God; nay,
fomerimes fo arrogant and intolerable was
their Prophanenefs, as tc give him the Prece-
dence. So that they were fo far from expeét-
ing help in the Management of the Affairs of
Life, or praying for it, that they thought them-
f{clves above it. .

And yer there is no Creature, from his en-
trance into the World, to his going out -of it,
‘that can lefs fhift for himlelf, than poor helplefs
Man, always encompafled with Wants, and l2-
bouring under Infirmities ; and compared with
God, the Proportion is infinitely lefs, than that

of 2 Drop to the whole Ocean. .,
F 2 It
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(m) Fene fortirer: hoc ek quo Dewm antecedaris. Seneca de Providentin,
Cap. VL pr. 26008, plecedans
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It is a conftant Inftruction given to this

Wife Man, not to fear Death ; but how isit
poffible for 2 Man notto fear that,; which he
believes will put an end to his Being? The
Fears of Death muft be unavoidable, and un-

conquerable, after all the Aids and Affiftance
of Philofophy, to one that has #o hopes he
fhall be brought to Life again, and made hap-
py in a huture Srate.

Whereas the infpited Writers do amply
difcover and fet forth the Fall, the Weaknef
fes, and Miferies of Mankind, and convince
us, that we are reftored to a better Condition,
not by our own Strength and Power, nor by
the Contrivance and Operations of our own
Wifdom but through the Mercy of God obs=
tained for us by the Sufferings and Death of
Jefus Chrift, who died for our Sins, and. rofe
again for our Juftification ; and who alfo, afcer
he alcended inte Heaven, fent the Holy Ghoft
to inftruét, comfort, and enable us to fulfil.
the Terms and Conditions of the new Cove--
nant which He had made with God on our
behalf.

“And it is matter of unfpeakable Joy, that
this Holy Spiric is ever prefent, and ready to
dirett us into all the Truths of our Religion,
requiftte for us to know; and to endue us

“with
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with Fortitude, Refolution, and Abilities, to
perform all the Duties neceffary to our Sal-
vation,

This Blefled Spirit adapts it felf to all the
Needs and Exigencies of the myftical Mem-
bers of Chriff's Body the Church ; when they
are puzled and perplexed with Difficulties, He
chafes.away the Darknefs, difpels the Clouds,
and lets Light into their Souls to direct them.
So that a truly fincere good Man {hall never err
fundamentally, or if he do err, God will forgive
him: When they are prefled hard with terri-
ble Dangers, by reafon of their firm adherence
to their pure Religion, the Spirit infpires them
with Courage to encounterthem, or with Pati-
ence to bear them; He quickens theit Dili-
gence, and excites their Spirits when they grow
flack, or negligent in the Performance of the
holy Works of their Religion; and where
Lufttempts, He reminds them of the Omnipre-
fence of God, who abhorreth all Impurity and
Uncleannefs. - o

V1. In the Word of God, we find a clearer
and more ample account-ofithe Immortality of
the Soul, of the Refurrection of the Body, and
of the Rewards and Punifhments in the-future

- Life.

There
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There alone we find it exprelly declared,

that all Men fhall be brought to the Judgment-
Seat of God, to give an Account of all the
A&ions of their Livess and in order to this,
that the Earth and the Sea fhall render up their
Dead ; and that the feveral Parts of each Man's
Body, how greatly loever altered and changed,
how much foever far and near fcattered and
difperfed, fhall be recolletted together, and
moulded in their old fhape, and rejoined to
the fame Soul. And all the Nations of the
World, thus wonderfully raifed from their.
Graves, and by the holy Angels gathered to-
gether, fhall be.placed before the Throne of
Fefus Chrift, their fupreme Judge, who will fe-
parate them; and fet the Good on his ripht
Hand; but cthe Wicked, who died - without
Repentance in their 'éh'ng, on his lefc. . And
blefling the Good, He will ‘call them to Him,’
and order them to inherit the Kingdom of
Heaven,prepared for them from the Eoundacion
of the World; but the Wicked he will.com~
mand to depart for ever from his Prefence, in
which only there is fulnefs of Joy, into ever-:

lafting Fire, prepared for the Devil and his
Angels. S

And
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And according to the vaft Difference be-
tween Heaven and Hell, it being a Matter of .
infinite Tmportance” that we fhould not lofe
our Immortal Souls in the other World, our
Bleffed Lord commands us, that we {hould not
be fo afraid of Men, who can only kill the Body
but rather dread and fear God, who can deftroy
‘both Body and Soul, and caft them into Hell-
Fire. - |
And cherefore the Obtaining the Love, Fa-
vour and Kindnefs of God, fhould be the
chief Defign,” and ruling Principle in our
'Hearts, the firlt Thing in onr Confideration,
and govern all the Purpofes and Aétions of our
Lives. It is impoffible we fhould have more
powerful Motivesto Godlinefs, Righteoulnefs,
Juftice, Equity, Mecknefs, Humility, Tempe-
rance, and Charity, or greater Difluafives and
Dilcouragements from all Kinds of Sin, than the
“holy Scriprures do abound wich. If we will
fear and reverence God, love-our Enemies who
defpitefully ufe us, and do good inall our Ca-
pacities, we “are promifed that our Reward
{hall be very greats thatwe thall be the Chil-
dren of the:moft High;y that we {hall be In-
habirants of the everlafting Kinpdom of -Hea-
vens and we have full aflurancethat chere is
faid up for ws a'Crown of Rightcéufnefsgagd

thac
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| that we fhall receive a Crown of Life, and a
Crown of Glory.

And thus it appears plain and evident, that
neither Religion, as it is compounded and cor-
rupted by the Fables and Inventions of the Po--
ets 5 nor as it is enacted and enforced by the
Laws and Decrees of che Civil Magiftrate s nor |
as it has been afferted and explained by the
Philofophers, can for Truth and Goodnefs bear
any Comparifon with the Religion and Know-

~ledge of Tefus Chrift Crucified. - |

As to the Precepts of Morality, and the
Rules of holy and virtuous Living, which che
Pagans have taught agreeable to thofe of Chrift
and his Dilciples, it has been proved beyond
queftion, that they have been more plainly
and clearly delivered in the Scriptures, and en-
forced with greater Authority.

Nay, let me add, that the Love of God, and
the Love of cur Brother, the Forgivenels - of
Injuries, and the doing good to our Enemies,
are either new Duties, or the old ones carried
‘'much higher than they ever were before, and
that with invincible Reafon.

- And whereas never any Lawgiver pretend-
ed to make any Laws about the Thoughts of
Men 3 becaule he could not difcesn, direct, re-

ftrain, or have any Power overthem, the Laws

of
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of the Gofpel reach the Hearty God will re-
je& all our Worfhip and Service which does
not proceed from it, and will feverely punifh
“all the-evil Devices and fécret Plots which are
formed therein ; fo that he who contrives the
Death of the Innocent, or looks upon 2 Wo-
man to luft, will be judged in the Court of
Heaven, to have committed Murder and Adul-
tery. - | |
)Jrind what muft be matter of Encourage-
ment to jyour Society to confider, is, that never

any Religion madeits entrance fo eafily into the

World,and fpread it felf fo farin fofhorta Time,
as the Gofpel; notwithftanding thofe who fet
it up- had neither Eloquence nor Learning to
win Men over to it, nor Swords to fighe forit;
and although the zealous Jews with great Ma-
lice did endeavour to fupprels it, as falfe, and
repugnant to the Divine Taws they had receiv-
ed from Mofes; and the Polite Gentiles to ex-
pofe it, as vain and contemptible; and the
Supreme Powers made .Laws to  expel the
Profeffors of it ont of their Dominions, as dani-
gerous Perfons to their State and Government.
Yet this holy and pure Religion did en-

dure the Teft in all the moft fharp and fiery
Trials ; it withftood, and -did bear down, the
moft violent Oppofitions made againft it; and,

- - in

41
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in no long Time, became firmly eftablifhed
in a great Part of the World by the Blood of
its own Martyrs. |

And what fhould give yos more Courage
and Vigor in this excellent Work, is the great
Succels which hath attended others, not a
great while before you profperoufly engaged
in the {ame Defign, in many Parts both of the
Baftern and Weffern (m) World. Indeed it was
muchto have been wifhed, that thefe Miffiona-
ries had communicated -the Doctrines and
Laws of the Gofpel entirely to their new Con-
verts, without addingto fome, and fupprefling
of others.; -fo that the Faith -might have been
delivered to them with the {ame Purity it once
was to the Saints. g

{ < - Howe

M

(m) Petri Jacrici Rerum Indicarum Thefaurus. 3 Vol. Cols 1615,

Francifci Creuxii Hiftoriz Cadadens, Lib. X.. Par, 1664, o

J. Brulii Hift. Peruana. 4nt. 1651, ' o b

Hiftoire generale des voyages et conqueftes des Caftillans, &e. par Antoine d’
Herrera. Paro 1660, . .. . ot L - :

Voyage de Siam-des Peres Jefuites envoyez - par le Roy aux Indesct a la Chine
par G, Tachard, 168¢: o o ..

Noviffima Sinica in quibus de Chritianiimo publica nunc primem autaritate
prepagato, e, An. 1699, LN -

Sccond Voyage: dp Pere_Tﬁél;;rd; 1163*9._:,‘ ) . ot
Bibliotheque'Critique du Pere Simora ~ Tom. 2. ¢, 3 o
Per. Maffeii Hift, Ind.. Flarentiz.; 1588, °. ,.

Libellus fuplex Regi Hifpan. oblatus a Duce, Pet F_ern:'mdez'de.'b_u'ir:
Amfter, 1613, 4 : _ : ' -

\gayage d"Orient du R. P, Philippe 1, 8, des Miffions des Carmes Delchauffez
en Orient.

-
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However, we hope and pray, that God in
his good time will caufe’a Reformation, as
He has done among us, and feparate che fuper-
ftitious Additions of Men from ‘the genuine
Dottrines of Chbrift and- 'his "infpired A-
poftles. . | |

It (n) is-to be obferved, that the Members
of fome Orders in the Church of ®Rome have
been more honeft and fincere than others, in
this great- Affair of convérting Men to the
Gofpel, and have ‘made’’ Complaints to the
Pope againft the Tefuites for their yielding to
comply ‘with the Chinefe in"idolatrons-Praéti-
ces  chat in'this juft Caufe many of themhave
been wounded ‘and ‘imprifoned, and others
have loft their Lives; and that not (o) only
the Faculty of Sorbon at Paris, but the Pope has
condemned- thele' idolatrous Compliances. -

G2 Do

(n) Accofant autern Dominicani e Societate Jefo Patres, wirh ex capiribus
aliig--... tum_vero ex hoc pracipue, quod recens ad chriftiznum legem tranf-
greffis Sinenfibus non culcum falcem progenitoribus fuis, fed comprimis Confutio
ex ritu anriquo deferre permiteant, hoc ipfo propudiofam idolatriam cum chrifti-
ana religione conglutinantes; atq; ita prodi fumma fidei capita, fan@igi-
mamq; religionem; ft mocdo Jefuirz pomeria chriftian® fidei prorulife dici
poflents  Geor, Pritius de cultu Confueis apud Sinenfes; p. 18, An. 3709

(o) Vid. Memoirs for Rome concerning the "State of the Chriftian Religion in

China, p. 155. 4nm, 1710, . =
 Jefuits Golpel, 2, 105, An 1708,
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Do you therefore, whofe Chriftian Doé&rines
publifhed among the Pagans, have been more
Antient and Primitive than thofe of any Order
of that Church, proceed as you have begun,
to enlighten the Minds of your new Dilciples
with the fincere Word of God, and to perfuade
them to embrace che Chriftian Faith, as it was
firlt preached, without any corrupt and fuper-
ftitious Mixcures; endeavour to convince
them of the immenfe Pewer, Wifdom, and
Goodnels of God, the Maker of Heaven and
Eaith; where not only the Confideration of
the vaft Extent, and Bulk, and Harmony, and
Wlefulnels of one toanother of the numberlefs
Parts of the Univerfe, but the Contemplation
of the exquifite Contrivance of every fingle
Creature init, do demonftrace thele Ateributes
to be eflential to the Divine Nature.”

Let them know, that God, by the Right of
Creation, haviug fetched them out of nothing,
and giventhem Life and Breath, and the Means
of comfortable Subfiftence, hath a juft and un-
doubted = Title to all their Services.-. And
thercfore to love, adore, and fear God,- and to
do as much good as we poffibly can to our
Fellow Creatures, are Daties not only laid up-

on-usby his pofitive Commands, but rightful-
ly claimed by the Laws of Nature, =

‘l'ln-;
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Unfold unto them the Clemency, Mercy,and
Goodnefls of God, which difpofe Him to have
compaffion on his poor Creatures, and to pity
their Infirmities, and to forgive them their
Trefpafles, when they are fenfible of them,
and do forfake them. He kuoweth onr Frame,
and remembreth that we are but Duft.  And doth
not affict willingly, nor grieve the Children of Men
but waiteth that He may be gracious.

Preach unto them Fefus Chriff Crucified,
and declare that Hehath made himfelf an ample
and compleat Sacrifice for the Sins of the whole
World, and a perfet Example of godly Life;
and thac if by Prayer and Fafting they would
break oft their Sins, and fkrive to imitate His
Virtues, He, by the Graces of the Spirit, would
help them, and enable them both to do and
fuffer all He {hould require at cheir Hands, and
gu}dc them in the Path that leads to Eternal
Lite, | - o

Poffefs them with 2 Senfe of the glorious
Rewards laid up in the other World for per-
fecuted Pietys and that the Eye .cannot fee,
nor the Ear hear, nor the Heart conceive the
inexpreffible Happinefs prepared for fincerely
good Men in the Kingdom of Heaven, where
they. fhall approch the Throne of Almighty
God 5 in whole Prefence is fulnefs of Joy for
evermore, - Let
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Let us now conclude with hearnty Prayers,

that we may walk worthy of our holy Pro-
feffion and high Calling in Jefus Chriff, and
anfwer the great Ends of His Incarnation, and
humbling himfelf to dwell among us.

May we diligently imitate the Virtues of his
Life, and abhor the committing thofe Sins, for
the Expiating of which He {ubmitted to a
bloody and ignominious Death.

May the Confideration of his Refurreétion
from the Grave, and Afcenfion into Heaven,
firengthen our Faith, and Hope of Immortality,
mortific and deftroyinus all evil Concupifcence,
and flefhly Luft, and raife our Affe@ions. to
Things above, thatin God's fit Time a Door
may be opened for us to everlafting Life.

May the God of Patience enable. us to
refift the moft alluring Temptations, and
enable us quictly to bear the greatelt Af-
flitions, rather than wound our Confci-

nces, and make a Shripwreck of the
Faith. S |

May the God of Conlolation give .us
Will and Strength to endure all Labours, and
Wearinefs in running to the End of our Chri-
ftian Race, that having preferved our Inno-
cence. and Purity ‘through the whole Stage
L of
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of our Lives, at Chriff’s fecond Coming,
we may receive 2 Crown of Righteoufnefg,
laid up for all them who ferve, fear, and
honour Him, and defice and love his ap-
pearing. *

Which God of His infinite Mercy
grant, 8.

F I N I &,
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. AN' .
_ABSTRACT -

Moft Remarkable Proceedings

and Occurrences of The Society for the Pro-

pagation of the Gofpel in Foreign Parts, from
Feb. 15. 17;,. to Feb. 20. 17}

I H E Society for the Propagation of the Gofpel

in Foreign Parts, Was Incorporated by the
- Royal Charter of King William 11, of Glo.
rious Memory, June 16. 1701; and the plous BEndea.
vours thereof have been encouraged on all proper
Occafions, ever fince, by our prefent Gracious Sove-
raign Queen ANNE, agreeably. to 4 moft holy
Refolution. taken foon after Her Majelty’s happy
Acceffion to the Throne, of promoting fo good & Work,
for which 8he would alaays be ready onHer Partyas Her
Majefty was pleas’d to exprefs Her {elf; in Retura to
an Humble Addrefs of Daty and Congratulation from
the Society,. March27. 1702, -

II. The Steps which -have been taken from that
Time to this, in the:moft laudable Defign, are to
be found. in. feveral’ Books, publif’d by Order for
General Information, and printed by f{cy;ph Downing
i Bartholomew-Clofe; fuch ave 1ff,-The Aecounts Ff the
Seciety, drawn up at. ficlt by one Member in fingle
Sheets in Folio, with Schemes properly reprefenting
their refpettive Tranfaélions to. the Year 1704, and
thence carried on to 1706. I]?}r another Member, in

| %
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a {titeh’d Quarzo Volume; each of which have been
tranflated into the Fremen, or other Languages, at
home ov abroad. <2dly, The dnatverfary Sermnons,

Preach’d by the Riohe ereng fathers in God
the Biftops of méﬁvk,%(%}ﬁﬁ% Afaph, Cl:fjfer:

Norvich, and Efy, with the Reverend Deans of Lin- -4

§Foanls

celny 8t. Afaph, and Pzterborengh.  3aly. The Calletion ga...

of Papers fo intituled, and contamning the Charrer;
the Regueft; theQualificarions of Miffionaries; Infiruéts-
ons for the Cleray; Taflvaitious for School-Mafers y Pray-
ers compos’d tor the Ufe ot Charity-Schools in Asme-
ricay; A Lift of the Socrery’s Meubers; The Mifhona-
ri€s Library ; With the Standing Orders relating to the
whele Society, the Cemnittee, the refpective dembers,
the dudrzicrs, the Trea wrery the Secretary, the Miffiona-
kigs, and the Meffenger; To which may be added,
g¢hly, The Yaarly dccounts of their Proceedinys, as they
have been for fome Time anaex’d to the A7rual Ser-
monsy Lhat the Seefety may at once be wftdy’d in
the fauhiul Difcharge of their Truft, and that ail
Well-wifbers to it may at one View be appriz’d
what Advances have, oy ought to have been made,
and exhorted to a cheerful and a liberal Afliftance.
HI It muft not be expected, That the l4ff Year’s
decount, commencing 3s above Leb. 15, 1711-12. and
determiming Feb. 20. 1712-13.. {hould fpeak of any
corfraerible Proarefs i the Socrety’s Athairs made withs
i, thag Space of Tume, when fo large a Sum as. is -
whac of One Thoufand two Hundred Ninety [ix Pounds
and upwards, was brought in upon the Balance, as:
neceffanily expended beyond: the Income of the
Current Lear: Yt the Socsety’s Endeavours fov retriev-.
ing their Affaigs, according . to. the Ends of sheir In-
figation, heve beem by no means fuconfidersble, as.
will eafily appear from an Iupartial State of the three

ﬁJUQ‘ﬁ.iﬂg Geaenal Heads, wiz, The Regulatian.gf dL
Spi-
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Spiritual rnd Ecclefaftical Matters usder Vheir Cogni-
xance, a5 oblig’d by thety Charter ; The Management of
their Civil Corncerns ; and, The due Oeconomy of the So-
ciety within it [elf. - - 31
wn 1V, A Regard to the Spiritnsl Welfare of our Fel-
. tow Subjetts in the Brinth Plantations, Colonics, and
Faitories beyond the Seas, as st was it in the In-
tention of the Royrl Tounder of this Sociery, (who be-
ing informed, Tbat tie Provifion for Mintfiers in Jonre
Places was wery mean, and ocher Places deftiture of tle
Publick Worfbip of God; for laclk of which Support
and Maintenance, many of his Subjelts wanting he
Adminiflration of God's Word' and Sacraments, feendd
abandon'd ta Athetfm and Infidelity; andy for want of
Learnea and Orthodox Miniflers, others were sm Danger of
being perverted to Popily Swperflition and Idolairy, e-
vected this Socsety for the Glory of God, and the bettoy
Infiruction of his Peaple an the Chriftion Religion.) Sa
has 1t been the chief Aim of the Society this Year,
as formerly, to propapate the Gofpel in thofe Parts
chicfly, (and to build up 2il {fuch, who might other-
wife have béen ruined ta.all Etermity, 1 our molt
Hely Faith and Pratlice} by all means pofiible, with-
in, and evenbeyond their Power ; fending to them
the neceflary Helps of Books, Catzchifts, or Scheol-
Maflers, and Miniffers, where they were carneltly
calP’d for, or it appear’d to them otherwife that
they were neceflary : Thas, -they no fooner nnder-
ftood by Letrers, or Reprefentations viva voce, That
Bibles, Common-Prayer Books i Enelifle, Fresch o Dutch
Lituygiesy Devotional, Praciticaly or Controverfial Tralls
would be ufetully beftow’d any where ; But there
were -fent withia the Year, of large Bdles 2. two
large Commun Prayer Books, with the Areices and
Canons, for the Ufe of two Churches; roo Small
Common Prayer Books, and Five Pounds Worth of
. R » O ' D:-
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Devationd Trads, to the Reverend Mr. Vaughan at
Elizabuth Town tn New-TJerfey 5 Of Englifh Common
Preger Books 150, with Five Pounds Worth of the
fike Tralls as above, to the Reverend Mr. Bridge
at Rye in New-York Government, on his Application,
and Affurance, that they might be beftow’d to great
Advantage ; To the Reverend Mr. Barlow of Wef-
Cheffer, within the fame Government, go Common
Prayer Books, and Five Pounds Worth more of Smdil
Trals, tending to promote Piety and Virtve a-
mongft hLis People; For the Ufe of the Inhabitants
of New-Rochelle, tn the fame Government,  (who,
under the influcnitial Minittey of the Reverend ‘Mr.-
Bonder, have built them a new Church of Stoné fof
the Worthip of God, and are many of them'recon-
ciled to the Ulages of the Church of England, 100
French Common Prayer Books of a fmall fort,"and'20
of a larger Imprethon, according to -their Delire’;
Yo Mr. Elizs Neau at New-York, 100 {mall: French
Books, intituled, Queftions and A rlgﬁvers conterning : the
Twe Religions, viz, thofe of England and Rome,- ve-
commended for the Service of that, and other Places
where they fhould be adjudged neceffary, by Mon-
ficar Borer, the worthy Refdent for his Prafiian
Mujefty bere, and who has approv’d himfelf a very
ufeful Member of the Society; To the Reverend
Mr. Humphreys at Oxford Town in Penfylvsnia, have
been fent 20 large and 20 fmall Common-Prayer Books,
10 be difpos’d of amongft his Parifhioners; And to
the Reverend Mr. Roff, Minifter of the Church of
Chefter County in the fame Province, 20 Copies of
the Whole Daty of Man, 20 Common Prayer Books, 12
of Mr. Bennet’s € onfutation of the Quskers, “and 6 of
Mr. Lefley’s § Cafes, to be difpofed of in the fame
Manner, ameng{t his Parifhioners, by way of Ant;-
dote againft the many Heretical and Impious Books,

. il
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ndufteioufly difpers’d thereabout: Befides thefe Books
already fent to the French and Englifh Congregations,
that:none might be neglefted under their Charge, the
Saciety, at the Motion of his Grace the Arch-Bifhop of
Canterbary, is preparing, with the utmoft Care and
Diligence, (which hdve. been eminent on'his-Grace’s
Part, even during his tedious Indifpolition) a new Im-
preffion of the Exglifb Liturgy, tranflated into Da#ch,
printed Column-wile in Englifh and Dutch, for all the
Pegple of that Nation under the Exglifh Government,
who fhall be inclin’d to conform to the excellent Dé-
votions of the Eftablifh’d Church, of which fort there
are not a few,about New-york and the Ferfies: Nor muft
it be omitted under this Head, fince the Allowance
of Books, to Libraries efpecially, has been an expen-
five Article, that the Society 1s fo far:watchful after
thofe already given, as. to fend over to the Plantati-
ons, and enquire in the . beft Method, of the. afi-
aaries; Veflries, Church-Wardens, -&c. Whether the Lis
braries fo given by them, from the Foundation. of
the Society, are kept and preferv’d according to their
Intentions : And ftill further, for raifing more Bene-
factions that Way, and to promote other good Pur-
pofes of the Society, they have thoughe fit, within
this Year, to prefent 300 Copies of the laff dnniver
fary Sermon to, The Society for promoting Chriffian
Kpowledge, well known by their Fruits, in laying the
Foundation of Charity-Schools, .and other good Works,
to be compof~d of many- Réch, and Learred, and Pious
Perfonages. e, .

. V. As'to Catechifts or-School-viafters, the Society have,
as their Ability. would permit, -anfwer’d many De-
mands upon them on that Head alfo, by allowing to
Mr. Ellis, School-mafter at ‘Burlington in New-Terfey,
Forty Shillings for fuch Books as might enable him
the bereer, to difcharge his'Office;. By Cmtimiidng
L T
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Mv. William Huddleflon’s Salary of xol. per dar. for
his Care of the Sthosl at New-Tork (the Maintenance
of ‘which was before wucerrsin and precarions) ; By
granting 10{. per Anawne each to Mr. Francis William-
fon, and Mr. ohu de Puy, for their Pains in the
Schaolwway at Sraten Iffand, fo {arisfaory to the
worthy AMifionsry there, the Reverend Mr. Anens
Maskenzy, and {o beneficial to the People, asappears
by an Addrefs of the Juftices of Richmond County,
dated Fuzs 13, 1712. and, by coming to an unani-
mous Refolution, thar Three more fhould be forth-
with allow’d the Society’s Pay, as Catechifts or
School-mafters; one for the Tawn of Hampfead in
Lazg-Ifleniz, at 1ol per Aziwnz, upon the Requelt of
Mr. Jobz Thom.e, Miflionary there, who reprefents
the Children thereof, for want of Letters and Edu.
cation, as wrld, wncaltivated, and. amimproved, as the
Soit was when their Fore-fathers firft had it. A Se.
cond; at the Requelt of the Reverend Mr. Bridpe,
Minifter of Rie, for the Service of Two Places in
that Parifh, diftant from his Church, where feveral
Children want Inftruttion, who {hall be allow’d
sl per dwium eacn, on.a Certificate that they have
tauaht- 30 fuch the Bible, the Catechifin, and the Ule
ot the Litwizy: And a Third, at Cheffer in Penfylva.
#a, Who ts to be allow’d 6/, on a like Certificate
with the former, at the Requelt of the Reverend
Mur. Gesrge Roffe, (for whofe Mifion thizher, the Ve.
ftry are thankivl in an Addrefs to the Sogiety) and
witom he believes feveral whn ave not of our
Comimunion, would entruft their Children with,
were the Perfon of rolerable Prudence and Sobriety ;
and from {uch a School, he ts of Opinion, ¢ they might
“ imbibe fuchgood Principles,as by the fecret Movings
“of the Holy Spirit, might be improv’d, like Graing
“of Muftard Secd, nll they grew up to found and

¢ perfet
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¢ peclelt Chuiftians : To reader 'th-fé."-B:r:énchhlof--the
Society’s Care, which relates to the Education of Ca-
techumens, and the Supply. of Miffonaries, more, effe-
fual, it has beea promifed,. in former Acequnts,
- That the worthy.Colonel Heatheoat’s Propofal, of eafy
- Ways for maintaining-C!:.ﬂ"‘*"-S;l;bals" 10 dmeriza, by
-an Allowanceof 5or 6/, a [ear to cach; with the
important Ofer of the Right Reverend the Biflop
of Min, for {erting on Foot a Tort of perpesual Semi
aary for Catechiffs and Miflionarigs within that [fand,
“and the noble Bequelt of General Codrizgton’sy for
-~ effeCking. the-like Purpofes within the Jfend of. Bar-
bdoes, thould be refpettively improv’d, when the
Society {houfd be in Circumffances; and ’tis hop’d,
by all good Chiifbians, that the happy Crifis is not
far off : In the interim, - R |
- VI. The Society, even whilfk: their c¢i:ain } nnual
Income has been very much lefsthan Cieir ~Large,
have fitted out this Year, for the following Tlaces,
viz, Steprey-Parifb in Mary-landy Braiuiree with Swane
zy and Little Compton 1 -New-Erngland €z rpe
meat ; New-caftle Delaware Réver in Pesfpbyania s St..
Paul’s, and Chriff-Charch in §. €Carolina; Several
well qualified Miflianaries, with Allawaaces propor-
tionable to the Werk allotted them 5 fuch are in the
Ocder of their Miffion, and for the Places menti-
oned abave, the Reverend. Mr, Adgms,. Mr.. Tho=
ma; Eagery M. Facob Hendesfon, Me. Willians Tred-
well Ball, and Mr, Nathastel Oshorn,. - all at 6ol.
ver dnanm, with the ufual Allowances of Baoks for
themfelves and Parifhes, except one only at 5o/ whofe.
Encouragement is greater from the Country;, be-
fides which, 1n Confideration of the great Learning
and Piety of the Reverend Manfieur Bonder, at. New-
Rochelle 10 NewsYork, with Ius lﬁmg aﬂdﬁlthﬁllDl«ﬁ
charge of his Office, they have augmented his Sa-

lary .
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lary from 30t0 s0l. per Annum : Some others have
applied for a Miffios, but not anfwering . the Qualif-
cations vequired by the Society, have been rejected ;
and fome Miffionaries are wanted for the Parifhes of
St. Andrew, St. Bartholomew, and St. Fames, on Santee
River in South Carolina; Newbary in New-Hamplbire,
and Stratford in Conneéticut, New England Government,
(as appears- by the Letters of Chief Juftice Trotr, the
Right Reverend the Lord Bifhop of London, His Ex-
cellency Governour Hunter, and Colonel Morris, but
more efpecially from an Account of the Sufferings of
the Members of the Church of England at Stratford,
and an Humble Addrefs from the fame People to
Her Majefty on that Head) which will all be taken
Care of in_due Time, as their Exigencies fhall re-
quire, and’ the Society’s improv'd Cir‘qum{t%nc@s.will

‘permit.

- VII. However, there being already o many Mi.
nifters fettled in 'tliefer'Fé’féign'Parts; (by the uni-
wearied Application of the Society, and the great
Watchfulngfs of the Bifhop of Londos over his Charge,

-both ‘before -the Saciety’s Inftitution and fince) as ex-

ceed: the Number of thofe in many Diorefes of Eng-
Iand; and-the Tract of Land on the Continent
where they are planted, exclufive of the Iffands, being
Jarger in-Extent by far than both the Provinces of
Canterbuyy-and Tork put together: It has pleas’d. the
Divine Proyidence to raife in the Heart of Her moft
Bxcellent Majelty, ‘a Zeal for the-better Regulation
of ‘thofe Places, in the Eftablifhment 'of Ecclefiaftizal
Superiors, who may govern both Priefts and People,
according to the ancient Apoffolical Formi, the Model
of the Englifb Church, the Inclinations of many of the
People, and the ‘beft “Methods' of bringing Souls
to Heaven'; - Accordingly, after the moft. mature De-
liberation-of -2 ‘Cominittee’ appointéd “for that I"l%t‘-

- S S pofe,
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pole, and of the whole Society thereupon; A Re-
prefentation was humbly offer’d to Her Majelty,
importing what Number was expedient to be fent;
where they were to be fix’d; and what Revenues
might be thought proper for their Support; To
which Her Majefty was pleafed to give a moft Graci-
ous Anfwer, highly fatisfattory to the Socicty ; and
a Drapght of a Bill was order’d, proper to be offer’d
the Parliament, for eftablithing Bifbops and Bifbopricks
in dmerica. Till fuch Eftablifhment be perfelted by
the Legiflative, as a proper Expedient, and for the
Information of the Society, it was propos’d and a-
greed to; That the Honourable General Nicholfon,
then going over Her Majefty’s Governour of Nova
Scotia, or Aeadia, and of Annapolis Royal, within the
{aid Province, and alfo Commander of all Her Ma-
jelty’s Porces thers, and in Newfound-Land in America;
¢ Should be requeftzd to take Cognizance of, and
¢ make Enquiry concerning all the Society’s Miflio-
“ naries, School-mafters, and Catechifts; as alfo of
“ the Churches, Glebes, Par{onage-Houfes, and Lt-
“ braries fent by -the Society in the Plantations,
“.within the . Verge of his Commiflion, (asa Perfon
“ who has deferved well of the Society in his feveral
“ Stations, for his Love to the Mimniffry, and for
“ his.. laying the Foundations of Charches:) Accord-
ingly, a.Depatation has been given him under the
Common Seal of the Society, for the Purpoles men-
tioned, with a Salve to the QU EE N’s Preroga-
tive, and the. Jurifdiction of the Lord Bifhop of Lon-
don: And it has been fignified to the Miflionaries,
¢ That ’tis the. Defire and Direftion of the Society,
“ that.they 'pay all due Regard to General Nichol-
“ fony and afifk him, to the beft of their Power, in.
¢ the Matters defired of him by the Society in their.
¢ faid Inftrument. Nor carll_ lefs thana Complilaqce.

. 1ere-
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hevein be expelied from the Clergy of thofe Parts,
befriended moft of them by himfelf, fubfifted by the
Society; and who are charalteriz’d in a Lester by a
worthy Lay-Gentleman, though differing from them
in fome Particulars, that, take them altogether, a ber-
ter Sett of Clergy is not to be found in all the QUEEN’s
Borminions. | |

VIII. Add as this Charalter was given forfic of
the American Cleray, on Occalioh of ‘a Memorial ‘fent -
from them, with Relation to a difputed InduFiox of
the Reverend Mr. Thomas Pojer, 2 Miflionary to the
Chutelr of Famaica in Long-Ifland : Tt muft not bé
here omitted, that the Society’s Vigilance, Mode-
ration, and Eftate, have been imployéd in a proper
Meafure for fettling that Affair; upon the Succef
of which, (without éntring into a Detail of Parti-
enlars, improper for an Abftract) "tis the declared
Senfe of the Society, *“That not only the Wel.
“ fare, but even the very Being-of all the Chuiches
“ in the Province of New-Tork féem’d to depéend':
And this was done, by awarding Him who brought
it,, his Arrears, with a Graguity ; by coming t6.a
Refolation, That the Clergy who made it 'défetv-
“. ed the Favour, Encouragement, and ProteCtion of
“ the Society ; By otdering aLetter of Thanks te:his
Escellency Governour Hunter, © for his Readinefs to
“ fupport M. Poper in all legal Methods of Relief;
“ together with his Civilities to all the Miflioharies;
(who were ordered in another Letter, « not to fail
« of that Refpelt and Duty owing to his Excellency’s
“ Charalter, nor that Gratitude and Thankfulnefs
“ to which he had'a Title as their Benefatlor;)
and laftly, by fupplicating Her Majefty, ¢ That
“ Her Imjun&ttons to tlie Governoars for the Time
“ being, relating, ta Appeals, might be. altered ot
% ontheged, witlrefpel to the Valle; in fach Cafes

“ as
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“ as might refpett the Church; to which Petition
Her Sacred Majefly fo Gracioufly condefcended, on
the. Application of the Right Honourable the Ecrl of
Clavendon, (who has ever been no lefs zealons than
capable of aflifting the Society in Affairs of Impore-
ance, {ince He was pleafed to be chofen a Membei
thereof) That Her Majefly did not only fay on the firlt
Motion, ¢ That She would be pleafed to advife with
¢ Her Privy Council thercon; and that the Society
« {hould have an Anfwer very Ipeedily ; But in Purfu-
ance to Her Royal Word, which She was pleas’d to
give likewife at the fame Time, in Return to another
Application for the Goad of the Society, by the fame
Right Honourable Perfonage, ¢ That She fhould
“ be very glad to do any Thing that niight be of
‘“ ‘Advantage to the Society; Her Majefty, in
Her Privy Council, Faz. 8. 1712-13. taking the
fame into Confideration, on & Report ﬁ?om the Lords
Commiflioners of Trade and Plintations, beating
Date Nov. 25. 1712, grounded on a Reference from
the Council Board, of a Reprefentation from the
Sociesy far Propagating the Gofpel in Foreign Parts, ¢ was
“ Gracioufly pleas’d to Order, asitis hereby Or-
“ dered, That in Cafes where the Church is ithme-
“ diately concern’d, (as in thie prefent Cafe) Liber-
“ ty be given to the Clergy, to appeal from the in-
“ ferior Courts to the Governour and the‘Council
“ only, without Limitation of any Sum; And Her
Majelty was further gracioully - pleafed to Order,
“ That as well in this, as in other the like Cafes,
“ Liberty be given to the Cleigy to Appeal from
“ the Governonr and Council, to Her Majelly in
“ Her Privy Council, without Limitation .as a-
“ forefaid: And the Right Honourable the Barl of
Dartmonth, Her Majelty’s Principal Secretary of State,
.was, 10 prepare a Letter for HetMajefty’s- Royal
I 2 ¢« Sig-
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« Signature and Sign Manual accordingly, to be fent
« to Her Majelty’s Governour of the Province of
¢ New-Tork, or to the Commander in Chief for the
« Time being. This difficult Affair, whichcalled for
the Thanks of the Society to be given to the Right
Honourable the Earl of Clarer.. z, for his great Care
and Pains in it, thus happily accommodated; The
Society did little elfe this Year in the Canfe of the
Chuych abroad, but finifh the Contrad for the Houfe
at Burlington, mentioned in the Abftrall of .1711.
as the beft and moft commodious Place for fixing one
of the Bifbop’s Sees; which was eftelted by Agree-
ment between Sobn Tatham Gent. and his Excellen-"
cy Robert Hunter, Efq; The former having made 6-
ver the Fee fimple for ever to the Society, on the
valuable Confideration of Six Hundred Pounds Eng-
lifl Sterling, or Nine Hundred Pounds corrent Mo-
ney of New-Tork, to be computed Eight Skiflings
each Ounce, at. the Expiration of Four Calendar
Months, after the Date thereof Feb. 26, 1711, = °
IX. Asthe Society have ventured thus far, for the
Sake of our Fellow-Chriftians in the Plantations, Co-
lonies, and Fatlories,( comprizing thofe of our own and
neighbouring Nations under the Exglifb Governments,
whether Crown or Proprietary) which have been faid
to be their firlt Care, from the exprefs Words of the
Charter ; Sohave they fhewn a Concern within this
Year, for the Converfion of Infidels, whether Native
Indians ov Negroes, that they might comply with
every Thing imply’d in thofe following Words of
the Charter, which oblige, ¢ That fuch other Provi-
“ fion may be made, as may be neceffary for the
“ Propagation of the Gofpel in thofe Parts: The
Interpretation of the whole of which, is plainly given
us, in the firt Awniver[ary Sermon by a Reverend Dean,
where, after an exprefs Mention of the Charrer’s be-

ing
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ing granted, he opens the Intent of it in the follow-
ing Words; “The Defign is in the firlt Place to
¢ fertle the State of Religion, as well as may be,
¢ among our own People there, which, by all Ac-
« counts we have, very'much wantour pious Care;
« and then to proceed, in the belt Methods we can,
¢ towards the Converflon of the Natives ; both which
“ Works will requirea great Expence, D.of Line.p. 17.
Purfuant to which Notice, it has been well obferv-
 ed by one Riéght Reverend Prelate 1n his fuccedaneous
Sermon, That “ our Deligns upon dliens and Infidels
“ muft begin in"the inftrulting and reforming our
“ own Pegple; in opening Schools every where; in
% fending over Books of good Inftruétion ; and,above
¢ all Things, 1n encouraging and preparing many La-
“ bourers to go into that Harvelt, Bp. of Saram, p. 20.
And another of that High Order has fince advanced,
| in his Anniverfary, “ That we cannot Hope to make
¢ Converts of thofe Heathess, if wé cannot {hew them
{ ¢ a better Religion than they have already of their
} ¢ own, among their Neighbours of the Chuiftian

¢ Name, Bp. of Norwich, p. 21 What the Society
| then have been enabled to do this Year, in this Second

§ Part of their Charge, hath been, firft, to anfwer the .

Expeltation of the Indian Sachems, in difpatching tp
| the Mohawks, the neareflt of the Pive Nations, accord-~
§ ing to their renewed Requefts, an able Minilter,
8 viz, the Reverend Mr. William Andrews, a Perfon re-
| commended to his Grace of Canterbury, as well qua-
j lified for that Service, having been-in the Plantations,
4 underftanding fomewhat. of the Indian Languages,
g 2nd otherwife well deferving, both as to Life and
8 Doftrine ; For his greater Encouragement, and bet-
8 ter Support in this difficult Undertaking, the Socier

8 bas thought fit to-allow him 1502 per Annum, wit

1

M 6ol, fm_' an’Interpré_téf : For ;hiszgire_a ter Secarity 1n'the
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Difcharge of his Duty, the QUEEN has been pleas’d
to build a Fort 150 Foot Square, with a Block-houle
at each Corner, a Chappel and a Manfe in the mid-
dle, garrifon’d already with an Officer and Twenty
Men: Towards his better Reception amonglt the
Indians, and the more decent Performance of Divine
Worlhip, Her Maijefty has been pleas’d likewife,
of Her Royal Munificence and Chriftian Piety, to
beftow upon them, for the Furniture of the Chappel,
y Communion Table-cloth, 2 Damask Napkins, one

Carpet for the Communion Table; 1 Altar Cloth,
.1 Pulpit Cloth, 1 large Cufhion with Torfels foi the
Pulpit, 1 {mall Ditto for the Desk, 1 Holland: Sir-
plice, 1 Large Bible, 2 Common Prayer 'BQ‘qk‘sj{ orie

whereof for the Clerk; 1 Book of Homiliés, 1. Large

“Silver Salver, 1 Ditto {mall, 2 Large Stlver Flaggons,
y Silver Difh, 1 Silver Chalice, with 4 of Her'Ma-

jefty’s Tmperial Arms painted on Canyas, ‘1 fof the

‘Chappel, and 3 for fo many Caltles: Befides which,
his Grace of Canterbary, for their Edification and Com-
fort, has fent by the Sorlings 12 Large Oftavo Bibles
very finely bound, for the Ule of the 2 Chappels amerg ff
the Mohawks and Onontages,with 2 painted Tables con.
taining the Lord’s Prayer,Creed,and Ten Command-
-ments, at more than 20 Guineas Expence ; to which
‘the Socisty have added a Table of their Seal finely
painted in proper Colours, to be fix’d likewife in the
Chappel of the Mobarks, with fome few Sermons ih
Quarto and Offavo, to be diftributed in the Province ;
all which, as per Advice frem bis Excellency Goyer-
nour Hunter, were fafely arrived laft Fall with Mr.
Andrems; who, ’tis hop’d, will not be long without
a Neighbour and Colleague amongft the Undntages:
For whofe Chappel, when built, the hike Furnitire
is prepared, and fent over by Order of Her Majefty,
- oo and
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and Power is given to General Nicholfon, and Go-
vernour Hunter, to forward 2 Miflionary thither, if
need be, till the Society fhall make other Provi-
fion, | -
X. Whillk the Society have been difcharging thefe
areat Trufts, in endeavouring thus, by proper M-
flonariesy 1O b_ring over the Natives of the Pive Na-
tions, ta the faving Knowledge of Jefus Chrift, fome
of whofe Chiefs, *tis well known, came over to us
fately, and calld for this Help ; They have hearken’d
to all"other probable Methods which have been of-
fered; for'the Converfion of thefe Natives, or tlie
Negries, either brought into thele Parts, or born -
Slaves t0 ‘the Emplifbs ‘Thus the Reverend Mr, Bar-
clay from’ Albamy writes, *That he continues to cate-
“ chize. thie Youth, and to bring over the Profelyte.
| ® JIndians to our Church ; to whofe Endeavours Suc-
| cefs hath been given in fome meafure; Hehaving admi-
niftred the Blelled Sacrament to fome of the adult, and
| baptiz’d fome Children: Mr. Fréeman of Viackbafh, tho® -
- lie canhot, . for fome. prudential Reafons, accept of
| the Office of Isterpreter, for which the Society would
{ haveretained him, to the Mohawks, (towards whom .
' he was {ent by the Lord Bellamont in the Year 1700.
| and whofe Language lic was Mafter of, by an inti--.
y mate A ?uaintance with. an Indian, who was very
§ ferviceablé that Way, in learning. him thac Dialect of
| the Mohants, which is alfo underftood by the whole
{ Five Nations, and'indeed for 3 or 460 Miles diftant: -
§ from Skinpettedy) yet has-he contributed {uch Helps..
f as may be of very gondsUfe.towards the Converfion .
8 of the Natives; He has fent over a-Copy of the ..
i Morning and Evening Prayer in the Englifhi:Litarg y,
d (for whicli the Indisns hiave {o.great a Veneration, e-
} fpecially the Lirany, that at the Reading of it, he: .
B obferv’d they frequently trembled:) He has trahﬂ?gd
. C-..
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likewife the whole Gofpel of St. Masthew, feveral
Chapters of Genefis, Exodus, the Pfalms, and fome
Paflages of the 1 Epiftle to the Corimbians ; a fhort
Explication of the Ter Commandments;, the Apoftles
Creed, with a Form of Baptifm and Matrimony, ac-
cording to the Order of the Darch Church; and
compofed a fhort Syftem of Theolog y, wherein he takes
Notice of the Errors of the Church of Rome, in whicly
the Fefuits too frequently initiate them ; and which,
as the Right Revevend the Lord Bifbop of Ely;-appo-
(itely obferves in the foregoing Sermon, p. 6. wherever
they can, ¢ they obtrude upon their new Converts,
« as of equal Necellity to be believ’d and prattis’d,
“ in order to their Salvation, with the primitive Do- |
¢« Qrines and Laws of Chrift and his Apoftles: Thefg,
and what other Papers he has of this Nature, are vo-
luntarily offer’d to promote fo good a Work, as the
Inftruction of the Indians in the Chriftian Faith:
In Virginia we are informed from his Excellency -
Governour Spatfivoad’s Letter to the Right Reverend |
the Lord Bifliop of London, That the Work of Conver-
fion would probably fucceed beyond Expeltation,
if proper Helps were offered for the Education of
the Indian Cluldren in the College of Virgiuid, two
of the Chief of which he has caufed to be brought
thither from each Town that is Tribatary, aind where
. ¢ they are educated fo well, to the Satisfattion of
“ their Parents and Friends, who come frequently
. % to {ee them, that they lament their own Want
“ of fo great Advantages in their Infancy : But this
hopeful Beginning, to which Mr. Boyle’s Charity
reaches not, mult fail, He faith, ¢ unlefs the Socsety
* « for Propagating the Gofpel wili encourage it, orthe
“ Nobility and Gentry of Enpland, who cannot, in
“ his Opinion, imploy their Charity to better Pur-
“ pofe, than by laying fucha Foundation for bring-
- - | 7 ing
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“ ing @ great many Souls to the Chriftian Faith:
:And the Promotion of fo good a Work as this, the
good Bifhop laft mention’d prefles with all imaginable
Speed-and Application; asalfo that Mr. Mafbbourre,
a School-mafter at Saram, on-the Erontiers of Viy
winiay near North-Carolina, be encouraged ; The Chil-
dren under his Care being {o well difciplin’d in the
Principles of Religion, that the Chowan Indians, be-
tween two Towns of which he is {citvate, would
fend theirs to him' alfo, if they could be educated
gratis ; and for the Trouble of which, he requires no
unvéafonable Recompence : They have receiv'd an
Offer likewife from one Norrisy towards erefling a
School-houfe for the Children of fome other Indians, his
Son being expert in their Language ; and whofe Di-
ligence, he hopes, God will profper with fatisfaltory
Succefs, in theirJuftyadtion and Converfion : Whether
this be to be furtherd: by.teaching the younger Sort
the Englifb Language, or by applying to them in their
Mother Tongue, 15 not agreed.on all Hands, though
both may be try’d ; The former Way Governour Hun-
ter thinks the moft feafible Method ; and that there
will be no Succefs anfwerable, unlefs it be ufed every
where, % fince upon his certain.Knowledge, our Scotch
“ Highlanders, who keep to their ancient Language,
“ Habit, and Cuftoms, have little more of Chri-
“ {tianity befides their. Name, thah what they had
“ in: St. Colomb’s Days: Thus much has been done
this Year, as to the Regulatior: of all Spiritual and
Ecclefiaftical- Matters under the Cognizance of the
Society ; to which nothing more can be added, but
a Word or two about the Inftrution of our Negraes,
which has been {o excellently argued in a late An-
niverfary Sermon,. by the Right Reverend Father in
God, the Lord Bifbop of St. Afaph, and which, we hope,
will In God’s due Time [;)é comply’d with, by Iall

who
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who profefs themfelves Chriftians ; And- though it
has not yet met with the favourable Crifis, 1t has
not been neglelted in the Carolina’s, Ferfies, and o-
ther particular Places, by the fasthful. Miffienaries,
and will be cultivated by the fame every where; as
they fhall receive Inftructions from the Society, till
the Legiflative (which can only confute unreafonable
Men) fhall render it praticable univerfally, to the
Glory of God, and our Common Sawviour, in the
Salvation of {o many .Myuads: ‘An extraordinary
Incident indeed has rendered 1t fomewhat difficult
in and about New-York, where Artifices’ have been
ufed, (by the Obftruttors of fuch-pious and charita-
ble Endeavours amongft the Negroes there) to charge
.a.late Infurrettion on their Inftrucfion \n Chriftianity ;
But as the Society exprefs themfelves on the Occa-
fion to Mr. Neau, the Catechift there, by their Secre-
tary, Nov.6. 1712, .“ Itisto be hoped, People will
“ concetve better things than be led to believe, that
“ Chriftianity makes Men worfe, or that it is any
“ fubftantial ObjeCtion againft the Duty of yous
“ Office; or the Defign of the Saciety, in endeavour-
“ ing to convert Infidels to true Religion; which
“ teaches Men otherwife ;.1 hope they are,.before
“ this Time, convinced- to the contrary, and that
“ pone Inftrutted by you were in that Fauif; and
“ ehat they:ought not to draw Inferences from the
“ bad Pratices of one Profeffor, . or rather Probati-
“ gnér, to the Prejudice of Religion in generdl, ‘or
“ thé pious Endeavours of the Soczety, by your means,
“in particular. And, God be thank’d, the Event
has verified the Society’s Prefages ; for there was
not a Catechumen in the Fa&t, or {uffer’d fot it; but
one, Who too late was pitied, and proclaim’dinno-
cent by the Generality of the People, as we have it
- from both an Eye and Ear-Witnefs, now 1a Town J
| ' an
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and who-adds, in 2 Letter foon after.the Fact, what
is very obfervable, ¢ That the Perfons, whoie Ae-
« groes have been found guilty,are fuch as are de-
« claced Oppolers of - chriftianizing Negroes.

XI.. In the Managemenc-of their Civil Concerns,
The grand. Aflaiv of Barbadoes has taken up their
principal Care: Wherein, it-muft yet .be remark’d
in che firft Place, that it having been the primary
Intent and Delire of our Munificent Benefaltor,
General Codrington, in leaving Ius two Plantations to
us in the llland of Barbadees, . and Part of his Ifland
in Barbuda, * That the Plantations fhould’ continue
«.entite, and 300 Negroes at.leaft always kept
« thereon: and- a convenient Number of Profef-
“ fors and Scholars maintained theve, who are to-
“ be oblig’d to ftudy, and prattife Phyfick and
« Chirurgery, as well .as:Divinity, that, by. theap-
« .parent Ufefulnefs: of the former.ito:all Maunkind,
“« they may, both endear themfelves to the People,
« and have.the better ‘Opportunity of doing Good
“ to their Souls, whillt they are taking Care of their
“ Bodies : The.Society, in Difcharge -of this Truft,
have fought out this Year for a fuitable Miflionary,
and made choice of the. Reverend :Mr. Fofepn Folt,
who being well approv’d-of, as to Life and Morals,
and appearing with due Teftimonials ot his Skill.in
Phyfick and Surgerj, has been difpatch’d to Barbadoes,
as Chaplain and Catechiff 3 under *which Denominatt-
ons, befidesthe ordivary Duties-of a Miflionary, he
is to inftroct in- the Chriftian-Religion, the Neoroes,
and cheir Children, within the Society’s Plantations
In Barbadoes, and to fupervife the fick and maimed
Negroes and-Servants ; in Conflideration whereof, he
15 to abide in .the Society’s Houfe there, with the
Provifion of Table for himfeit.and Wife, and to

have the Allowance of vool. Sterling per Annum,
K2 witl
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with a Cheft of Medicines, purchas’d by the Soc/ery,

from the Difpenfary of the College of Phyficians, to
the Value of 30/, for the Ufes mentioned : And this
good Beginning the Society was making, puifuant
to the pious Will of the Donor, €’re ever they re-
celv’d the welcome Accourt of the Remittance of
.40 Hogfheads of Szgar, the neat Produce of which
amounted to 499 I 19 5. But 277 L thereof hav-
ing becn neceffarily expended, on Account of-the
Eftate, for Fees to Council, Searching of Resords,
Exemplifications of Infruments, Agents, Secretaries,
and other incidental Charges at home and a-
broad, from 1910, The Balance due to the faid
Eftate av prefent is 2221 65, 11d. with which,
together with the future Remittances that fhall be
made, and Benefactions that fhall be given, fe-
veral being promifed thence,-particularly on. the
ProfpeQt of a Bifhop for the Government of thofe
Parts ; The Society, God willing, will proceed with
Application to anfwer that Noble Defign of the
Founder, in preparing a College for the Miffion,
the Particulars whereof are left to them, in Conf-
dence they will acquit themf{elves under the Chara-
&er he has been pleafed to give them, in_ his faft
Teltament, of Wife and Good Men : Towards paving
the Way for fuch great Undertakings, they have
cleared this Year many Difficulties, fome of which
have been thought uncomimon; {uch are, The 4-
greement between Colonel Codrington and the Society,
as to the two Plantations i Barbadoes, viz. Confets
and Codringtons, of which they had a&ual Poffeflion
yiven them Feb. 22, 17131-12. The-Agreement with
Colonel Codrington’s Agents, about the Divifion of
Barbaday in which the Society, on a flipulated Cop-
dition mentioned, - are to enjoy a Fourth Part in the
whole Hlxnd, with the Negroes and Stock, from Ge-

‘ neral
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-neral Codrington’s Death, (Aprf['y. 1710.) and to re-
ceive that Proportion out of the paft and growmng
Profits: The feparating the Affairs of Barbadoes here

at-home, -and placing them on a Foot diftin& from |

other Matters of the Society, which, with Refpet
to the Secretary’s and Meffengers Parts, have been ve-

ry laborious, and which have been confidered ac--

cordingly ; The giving proper Inftrulions to the
Society’s Agents 1n Barbadoes, about keeping up the
{ull Number of 300, theRepairs of the Store-houfe,

Application of the Neceffaries fent thither, &+ The.

Care of which, in their Agents tixere, and other Or-
-ders given here, relating to our Negroes, That they

particularly havea Liberty on Satardays in the After-

noon, to work for themfelves; and, That they may
have Time to attend Inftructions on the Lord’s Day,
purfuant to that excellent Hint from the Right Re-
verend Prelate laft mention’d, ¢ That if all the
“ Slaves 1n Amerfca, and every Ifland in thofe Seas,
“~were to continue Infidels for ever, yet ours alone
- mult needs be Chriftians, pag. 32. has fo animated
{everal worthy Perfons in thofe Parts, That, as we are
informed by more than one Hand, ¢ the Gentlemen
“ there begin to be under the cheerful Expeftation

“ of feeing this Donation rightfully applied, having

¢ been a long while diffident, by Reafon that all for-
% mer ones have mifcarried; and {everal of them
% have exprefled how hiberal they will be, even in
- % their Life-time, as foon as ever they fee the Set-
% tlement begin; by which they intend, a College

for the Education of Youth, and the fettling an E-
clefiaftical Superior : Accordingly, the Society has had
an Opportunity of returning their Thanks, (which
- has been done by their Secretary) to Mr. Sohn Lane
of that Place, lor his ‘kind Benefaltion of a Bell,
whicly, they have acquainted him,. ¢ is not only ac-
| “ ceptable

€9
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« ceptable to them for its Value, though that be ve-
« yy confiderable, but alfo for its Conveniency, and
« Want they had of one; the fupplying whereof
« not prly fhews their Benefator’s Heart to abound
« in Charity, but his Prudence alfo in wifely dirett-
 ing it : They have alforeturned the like to Colonel
Chriftian Lilly, for his Favour to them of the Plan of
the Plantarions ; « which they efteem not only as
« done with great Art and Exaltnefs, but as an
« Inftance of his Charity, and his good Will to their
-« Defigns : Whillt thefe Berefactions, and ftill great-
er, are thought upon on the Ifaxds; Colonel Co-
drington himfelf having had very good Intcntions to-
wards the Society, whick moved him to promile,
Hé would « make a Prefent to the Society of as much
4. New-England Timber, as would repair all the Bujld-
“ ings for Seven Years to come, and Antegos Timber
« to fupply the Mills and Carts for that T1me, with

_.___-__.—_—-———-——l'_——"

€00 Guiness to buy Books. a
X TL - The Account we can giveof thofe_at home,
and-on the Continent of America, are,.in the Order
of ‘Time, as follow. On the very Day of the Anni-
verfary Sermon, Feb. 22. the Right Reverend the
Lord Bifhop of Ex¢ter, brought to the Society a Be;
nefallion of Tez ‘Guineas from a Perfon unknown
Soon after, Twenty Pounds more were dcliverd in
March, by the Hands of Mr. Nelfou, from the Coun;
tefs-Dowager of Berkley, who has olten inftariced her
pidus Liberality in this Kind, by that wortly Hard :
In-the next Month, we had Intimation from Mr,
Dolins, that-Mr. Hemy Clark of Dalten in Hackuej,
had bequeath’d, by lus lalt Will, to the Society, Ore
Hrndred-Pounds ; and Mr. Hodoes reported a Bene-
fiftion of Five Poundsfrom one, who delir’d his
Name might ‘be unknown: In Mz, the 100/, be-
queathi’d by the Reverend Dr. Resbary, ReGor of St.

Paul
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Paul Shadwell, by his Nuncupative Will, wasreceiv’l
of Mrs. Wilcox, bis Executrix: In Fuly, Dr. Batler
handed 2 Benefdtion of 40 s from the Reverend
D, Perkins: September brought a Benefaction of 127/
from another unknown Perfon, by .the Hands of
Mr. Barry Love, of Great Tarmouth, which was fent
to Dr, Marfball: In Uélober, one Guinea was brought
by Dr. Toriano, from a fourth unknown Pérfon: In
November; a Benefaltion of 20/l was receiv’d from-
the Countefs Dowager of Northampton, a Sum {he has
been pleafed pionfly to contribute for feveral Years
palt, by the Hands of Mr. Stabbs and-Mr. Lazinby,.
the later of which, befides the Countefs’s 20/, paid
in alfo this Month Five Guineas, and Two, from two-
more unknown Perfons; as Dr, Mofs did Five in a-
suary, from another Perfon, who defired to be un-.
known: In February 1712, Mr. Shate reported from
Mr. Raymond, a Benefattion of Forr Guineas from a.
Perfon, who defired to-be unkaown, to be laid out
tn Bibles and Comimon-Prayer-Books, for the Ufe of the
Miflionaries: The Dean of Peterborough reported this.
Month likewife, that the Reverend: Mr. Doughty,
Minifter of Stantground in Huntingdonfbire, had lent,
as he had done yearly for fome Years palt, a Bene-
faltion of Te# Guineas to the Society ; alfo that Mr..
Fobn Evans, a Prebendary of Peterborough, had fent up
the Sum of /.. of which he bas defired 4/..in Mo-
ney to be deliver’d to the Society, and’ Twenty:
Shillings to be laid out in 100 Charch Catechifis ex-
plain’d in the Words of Scripture; And that a Mini-
{ter of the Society had collefted between 2 and j00-
Tralts, relating to the Country and Affairs of Ame-
rica, and-is ready to Prefent them, for the perpetual
Ule and Bencfit of the Society, as foon as they fhall
pleafe to order fome convenient Place for the Re-
ception and Cuftody of them:. To all wlich pious
or
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or hiberal Benefattions, the Thanks of the Society
have been refpeltively given, by theic Friends, or
the Secrerary.  And as for a convenient Place for the
Society to meet in, and a Receptacle for-the Books
which have, or may be given as ahove, another
Member having long fince intended a Benefa&tion
of the like Nature, 1t has been agreed, “ That it
“ be referred to confider, whether it may not be
« proper for the Society to provide fome fuch con.
“ venient Piace, for the Meeting of the Society, and
¢ the feveral Committees ; for the keeping of their
¢« Books, ﬁc. and where the Scituation may be moft
¢ convenient. 'To thefe Benefattions at home, may
be properly added, a Donation of . 150 odd Acres of
Land to Richmord in Staten-Ifland, for the Ufe and
Benefit of that poor Infant Church, and theSettle-
» ment of a Miniffer there ; The Names of the Donors,
Adolpnus Philips, Counfellor; Captain Lancaffer Symes,
Officer in Fort Lewss; Captain Ebenezer Wilfon, and
Mr. Peter Faulconer, Merchants, all of New-York, who,
out of their great Generofity and Charity, have made
it over to Truftees, {o as they may fet it to Sale, if
~need be, and purchafe with the 100/, which they
expelt for it, another piece of Land nearer the
Church, which fome of the Inhabitants had, be.
fore this Grant; intended to purchafe for a Glebe;
m.the due Execution of which Truft, Mr. May Bick-
ley, the Queen’s Attorney General, with others, will
call for the Acknowledgments of the Society : Such
Mr. Townley of New-Jerfey has already receiv’d, for
his Goodnefs, in fettling and confirming the Land,
on which the Church is built at Elizabeth-Town,
when there was a Controverfy about it; He has been
acquainted, “ That ¢he Society efteem 1t a pious and
“ good Alt, not doubting but what hehath fo done,
“ will redound to the Glory of God, and the Satif-
« faltion
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« f2&tion of his own Mind. There arc other Doxa-
tons and Bequefts, which muft have a Meaorial in this
Place, not becaufe they were given within the

car, but becaufe they are not paid before the Ex-
niration of it; Thofe are meant, to which the Socie-
ty have a Reverflonary Title, by Promifes, Writing,
Legacy, or otherwife, in hopes the Parties concern-
ed in the Truft may be quicken’d to 2 more {peedy
Difcharge of it, for the Affiftance of the Soci-
cty,*which labours under Inconveniencies for the
Want of fuch Sums, as Sic Fobn Chardin’s 1000 I. Mr.
John Pitts’s 1000 l. Mr, Henry Clark’s 1ool. Bilhop
Frampton’s 100!, Mr. Bamféar Oley's 4 Years Avrears,
amounting to near 20 /. with her Grace the Dutcheff
of Beanfort,and Mr.Jervoice’s promis’d Benefaltions:
To fay nothing here of another General. Collection
expefted to be made for the Service of the Society,
That being refecr’d only, within this Year, toa Com-
mittee, to confider of a proper humble Application
to Her- Majefly, and the Time when it ihould be
made ; However, The Arrearages paid within this
Year, on the laft Collection, muit be accounted for
here, being to the Amount of g1/, 1s.} which, with
the Sums paid in before, makes the whole 3060l
25. 4d.5 A confiderable Charity in Time of War,
for which, the utmoft Gratitude is due to the Me-
tropolis, as a great Example has been fer by it for
other Cities to do the like ; but yet a Sum fhort of
what will retrieve our Affairs, unlefs affifted by the
Benevolence as well as Advice of new Members, and
other Bencfattors, whether Foreign or Domeftick. As
to New Members, _

XIII. Thofe who have been called in, or per.
mitted themfelves to be chofen within the Year, for
the Benefit of theSociety, have been, The Reverend
Dr. Robert Mof, Chaplain to the Honourable Societ'yf

| T :
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of Gray’s-Inn, and Chaplaiz in Ordinary to Her Ma-

jefty; The Reverend Dr. Lionel Gatford, -Reltor of

St. Divny’s Back-Charch, and fince, Areh-Deacon of St.

" Albans: John Afflick, Blq; The Right Honourable

Edward, Barl of Clarendon , 'The Honourable Arehar
Moor, Efg, one of the Lords Commiffioners for
Trade and Plamtations ; The Reverend Dy. Stratford,
Canon of Chrift-Church, and Arch-Deacon of Richmond,
"The Reverend Mr. James Richardfon, as Keeper tohis.
Grace of Canterbury’s Library, at St. Martins; Colo-
nel Yobn Paine, late Governour of Moatferraty Lieu-
tenant General Hamilton; Mr. Richard Cambridge,
Merchant of Lowdon; St. George, Lord Bifhop of
Clogher, in Ireland ; John Walter, BIq, Fobu Pelling,
D. D. Rettor of St. Aune’s Weftminfter; with the.
Reverend Mr. ohn Cafar, Chaplain to the King
of Praffis, who prefented to the Society, from the
Author, for promoting the Purpofes of it, a Tra,
intituled, Mifionarins Evangelicus, feu Confilia de Con.
verfione Ethnicorum maxime Sinenfium 5, for which the
Society return’d their Thanks both to the Prefenter
and Author ; and it has been defir’d likewife, that
Menfieur Bowet would be pleas’d to communicate to
Count Guellenburg, the Swedifly Minifter, the Humble
Thanks of the Society to His Swedifb Majefty, for
caufing Ten Bibles in Yulio, 300 Pfalm-Books, and 24
Copies of Devationat Books, in the Swedifli Language,
to be fent to, and for the Ufe of the Swedifh Church
in Penfylvania; which being an Inftance of the Effet
of Poreign Correfpondence, and of the Tranflated
Accounts, was not to be omitted in this Place,

ALV, There remains nothing more to inform the
Pablick of, but that the Society bas, this Year, whilft
it has been Iefs ative abroad in fending Miffonaries,
&c. than.at other Times, for.want of Supports for

them, been very “induftrious in forming their

Con-
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Condu&t, and itsown Qeconomy; by obliging them,
under the Sanltion of Standing Orders, to repair on
Board the firft Opportunity after their Admiflion,
for the avoiding many Inconveniencies which attend
their Delay ; and this under the Penalty of havin
no Salary paid them, till the Tresfurer be certiﬁecE
that they are altually proceeding on their Voyage;
hen they fhall arrive at the Place appointed them,
the School-mafters (who by another Standing Rule
are to be Deacons at lealt, and Bpifcopally ordained
fuch) and all the Miflonaries, for the Sake of Order,
and avoiding Charge, are to write to the Secretary
alone what account of their Miflion they would com-
municate to the Board ; This Method they are, by
another Standing Order, to repeat every Six Months,
giving from Time to Time -an Account of their Re.
fpetive Parifbes and Charges, according to the
Scheme given'in their Inftraétions: They have been
acquainted moteover, ¢ That in fuch Places in the
« Plantations, where there are, or have been Mif-
“ fonaries of the Society, or where fuch are delir’d,
“ “They the faid Mi(lionaries (and in. fuch Places,
“ where there are none, the Veftry, Church-wardens,
“ and other proper Perfons) are defired to tranf-
% mit to the Society an Account, or Hiftory, of the
“ PFounding of the feveral Churches, in the refpe-
“ Clive Provinces ; and how they have been fupply’d
“ with Minifters; and that the faid Account be
¢ igned-by -the {faid Miffionaries; Vefiry, Church-
- % Wardens, and the principal Inhabitants of the
“ faid Parifhes : Thefe Regulations, as they tend to
improve the Peace, and Notices, and Effate of the So-
- ciety, will be, it’s hoped, very influential, 1a due
Time ; -as will, in all Probability, the following Or-
ders, made within the Year,relating to the Secretary,

Treafurer, and Auditors, viz. That no Secretary ﬂ]?)“
L2 e
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be chiofen out of the Members of the Sociery; -That
the Treafurer, for the Time being, do give 1000/
Security, for what Money {hall be, or may come to
his Hands, of the Society’s ; and, That the State of
the Society’s Affairs, with refpe€t to their Expences,
and prefent Cafh, be laid before the Society, at every
Quarterly Meeting ; and, laftly, That the Aeditors be
(ummoned, within a Month after every Awdit, to
examine the Accounts after they are enter’d into
the Books of Audits, and to {ign the fame; And
that the faid Aeditors do Quarterly, diret or prepare
an Acconnt of all Monies received, and laid out
and of the Management and Difpofition thereof;
and fee that Copies of fuch Account be Yearly given,
according to their Charter, to the Lord-Chancellor, or
Lord-Keeper of the Great Seal of Exgland, for the
Time being, the Lord Chief Juftice of the Kjnp’s-
Bench, and the Lord Chief Fuftsce of the Common Pleas,
or any Two of them ; which has been done accord-
ingly, after the Tenure of the following Scheme,
importing, That the Society’s Receipts to the 20 of
Yan. 1712-13. from the 31/ of Jar. 1711-12. (0~
cluding what they had in Cafh the Day laft men-
tioned} amounted to Thiree Thoufand Five Hundred
Ninety Five PoundsBighteen Shillings and five Pence
farthing,

ERRATA.

: Pag. 0. line 9, infert Lichfeld. and Coventry. between
Sarums 204 Chichefter.
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Rf?f;j)tf. - 1 e 4
By Rent — N 30 00 00

By Annual Subfcriptions of the Members, & — 426 16 O3

fiy Cafual Benefaltions, and Monies paid at the En-{ 535 g3 o9
trance of New Members

By Arrears of Colle&ion on Her Majeftyfs Lenérs“ 91 01 00}

To which 2dd the Monies in Cafh at the Andit,] 3' .
g1/t of Fan, 1701--120 i — gz 15 07 . 94

- o Tota] —e——— . 3595 13 03

»

Disturfements. -

‘And that the Society’s Disburfements during the fame) .

" Time, by Payment of Yearly Salaties to Miﬂio-‘ |
naries, Catechifts, School-Mafters : by Gratuitiestol _ '
Miffionaries, &c. by Monies expended in Books for [ 2070 ©8 03
them, and by accidental Expences, amonnted te‘

the Stim 6f ———m—em—mme: —— e ——

And that there remain’d in Cath the fiid 6th 'of Fa-
DUAYYy U213 o o e e

}zgzs 10 027

" The faid Auditors 216 laid before the Society an Eﬁimate- of fhe
Society’s prefent yearly Income and Expence.

Yearly Income.

By yearly Refit —eem—

——m 72§ 12 0§

By Annual Subfcription of Memi:neré
| | T;t)tal:_..._—— 783 12 06
* Yearly
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Yearly Expences., Los 4

To Vearly Salarics to Miflionaries, Catechifts, andg _
School-Mafters s e e o 1745 00

To Yeatly Salaries of the Treaforer, Secretary, and
Meflenger, exclufive of the Barbadoes Acconntem—

140 00 03

on the Society, for the current Yeat, exceeds thei

According t¢ which Eftimate, the certain Demand%
1101 @7
aforefaid Vearly Inceme by the Sum of

e —

Befides a confiderable Allowanceis to be made for
Books, and Gratuities to Miffionaries, Catechifts,
and other accidental Charges, which in the faftp 495 10 ox

There is befides, as appears by the {aid Report, a confiderable Sum
of Money owing by the Society to their Miffionaries, Catechifts, Gc.
{whofe Bills were aot came to Hand) but that is mot fet down here
any more than the Monies owing 10 the Society, which may, when
paid, anfwer that Demand with a Surplefage.
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