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countrymen at the ¢ Virctory of Trenton.”” A merce-
nary hand of soldiers, fighting hiere in the unjust cause
of a foreign potentate for their bread, were encounter-
ed, subdued, and captured, by a little phalanx of repub-
lican soldiers, led by the American Fubius, who were
contending for ¢¢ the sotl which their grandsires defend-
¢d.”  In this contest, James MoNRroE, now the first ma-
ristrate in twenty one sovereign and independent states,
fought in a subordinate rank.  The wounds he here re-
ceived, furnish evidence of his early courage, and of
his devotion to the canse of his njured and th. 1 suf-
fering country, His fellow citizens, remembenag his
youthful valour, and respecting his matured wisdom,
and elevated rank, received him with an unaffected
cordtality, more expressive of real esteem, than all
the gorzeous pageantry with whith a sovereign prince
ta escorted through his capttal by his enslaved subjects.

“On Satuilay evening, the 7th June, a litile after
sun<et, the President, accompanied by Gen. Swift,
Chief of’ Engineers, Mr. Ingersoll, District Attorney for
Pennsvivana, and Mr. Mason, Ius private Zecretary,
reached the Delaware bridge below this city, where
the principal authorities, the volunteer compauies of
Trenten, commanded by captain Rossell, and a large
concourse of citizens were awaiting him.  His arrival
was announced by a piece of artillery, under the direc-
ion of captain Yard, and by the ringing of bells. He
was conducted by the 'milit:lr}' escort to Anderson’s
tavern ; where a feu-de joie was fired. The Mayor,
Mr, M’Neely, the Recorder, Mr. Charles Ewing, and
Aldermen Droadhurst, Tavlor and Smith, were imme-
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diately presented to him, ~~hen the Recorder made him
the following extempore Address.”

The Mayor and City Council, and, through us.
the citizens of Trenton, presentto you, Sir, their most
unfeigned respects ; congralul.lte you on your arrival,
and give you a most cordial welcome to this city—the
acene, Sir, of some of the services you have rendered
our country. We most sincerely wish you the enjoy-
ment of nealth, along life, and a prosperous adminis-
tration.

TO WHICH THE PRESIDENT SPORTANEOUSLY REYLILD

I feel very sensibly this kind attention on the part of
the authorities of the city of ‘I'renton ; the place where
the hopes of the Country*were revived in the war of
the revolution, by a signal victory cbtained by the
troops under the command of Gen. Washington, after
a severe and disastrous campaign. I am well acquaint-
ed with the patriotism of the citizens of Trenton, and,
indeed, of Jersey ; for none suffered more, or dlsphy-
ed greater patriotism, In our revolutionary contest. |
beg you to accept my best wishes for your continuca
prosperity and happiness.

The President spent the following sabbath in Tren-
ton, and, with his suite, attended divine service at one
of the churches in that place. It 1s a fact worthy of
observation, and undoubtedly a source of high gratifi-
cation to the admirers of the Christian Religion, that
the President, during his Tour, embraced every oppor-
tanity to unite with his fellow citizens upon the Chris-
tian sabbath, in adoring the Creator of the world.—
Although our mnimitable constitution absolutely proh:-
bits the passage of any religious test act ; although the
bright constellation of American statesmen have abwvays
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resisted the estaoiishment of any privileged order, or
religious sect ; and although the most unqualihed tolera-
tion in religious worship i3 extemled to every sect that
has arisen in the world, from the days of Moses to this
time ; yet, as the Christian Religion 13 the prevaling
aystem in our country, it must be a subject of real con-
aratulation to its beltevers, that thewr Chief Magtstrate
19 willing to manifest his belief of it, by publicly corn.
plying with its ordinances. In his answer to the Cler.
gymen of Portland, he not only expresses * reverence
for our Maker” but recognizes ** our Lord and Sa-
viour.”’

T'renton 18 situated upon the river Delaware, thirty
miles . E. of Philadelphia. It 15 a small, but hand-
rormne town, having a court house, a prison, an academy,
five houses of public worship, and more than three
thousand inhabitants.

The feelings of the President, while in this place,
mu-t have been ofanature which but few can justly ap-
preciate, and with which a* stranger intermeddleth not.”
He must have leftit with a heart glowing with gratitude
to that Being who sits upon the undisputed throne of
the universe, that he had, in s merciful dispensations,
made Trenton a place where all may now enjoy tran-
quillity and peace, *‘ having none to molest. or make
them afraid ;*’ and he must have conirasted it« present
enviable situation, with what it was, when he viewed it
in the hands of a merciless foe, who held the lives of
its unoffending eitizens at their own disposal ; and who,
without compunction, had murdered a minister of the
everlasting gospel, whose holy functions led himn to dis-

G 2



78 PRESIDENT S TOLUPR.

pense the word oflife, in an unoffending manner, to the
people of his chosen flock.

He left this place upon the 2.1, and passed through
a country which furnished occular demonstration of the
industry and comfert of its inhabitants.

‘“ At U ew-Brunswick he was received a few miles
from town. Chief Justice Kirkpatrick, in the name of
the committee, respectfully congratulated the President
cn hig arrival ; to which he made a polite and suitable
reply.

As the President approached, he was met and escort-
ed to the City Tavern. His arrival was announced by
the ringing of bells and the dischargé of cannon. At
the entrance of the town, an elegant horse, was tender-
ed the President, which be mounted and rode into town.
The etrects were literally filled with spectators, al}
anxious {o testify their respect for the Chief Magis-
trate. .

A number of citizens also attended, and were pre-
senfed by the committee to the President, who receiv-
ed them with great affability and marked respect.

i ier remaining about an hour, he again mounted on
horseback, and proceeded on his journey towards New-
York. Captain Van Dyke’s treop accompanied him
about five miles.”

He arrived at New-York city, upon the 11th June,
1817. |

Upon entering this city, unquestionably the first in
the western world in a commercial point of view, the
emporium of commerce, and the mart of trade in the
American Swates 5 a flood of 1deas must have rushedin-
te his comprehensive mind. It was in this city the
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«« Old Congress” once assembled. This convention of
girantic statesman, representing thirteen infunt colo-
nies, held together by no other ligament than that rope
of sand, ** The old Confederation,” Lere sat in solemn
council te devise ways and means te protect them from
the almoest irresistible power of their mother country,
determined to deprive them of the right of self govern-
ment. Thie place in the early stages of the revolution-
ary strugele, was evacuated by the American forces,
and surrendered to an enemy whom they could not then
conguer.

He might have seen Washington, by a masterly re-
freat saving the remnant of an army, from the dying
miseries of a prison ship, in which thousands of his
countrymen perished in a manner ten times more ter-
rible than that of the prisoners at Jaffa.

This city was, during almost the whole war, the
strong hold of the King’s army. It was here the pow-
er of Britain presented the most imposing aspect, and
induced many Americans, in the adjoining country, to
desert the republican standard ; join the enemies of
their country, and become the most cruel and ferocious
foes to their own brethren.

‘These reflections must have produced a sombre
glorm. But bow amimating must have been the con-
irasted scene. When rebellron became a revolution,
he might have scen a British army giving back this place
to his conquering countrymen ; the lust they surren-
dered ; and, by the act surrendering their last hopes
in America ; giving up the most brilliant diamond in
the British diadein. He might have here seen his first
predecessor, the then conguering und now tmmortul



