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terest of the people in every measure of their govern-
ment. They have mourned, in the deepest shades of
sorrow, at the depurture of the first from the world,
and now rejoice in seemng the others enjoying, in the
bosom of their grateful countrymen, all the Llessings of
philosophic retirement. They now witnees thé com-
mencement of 2 new administration under JAMES
MONROE. In him they recognize the scientific schol-
ar, the patriotic soldier, and the experienced states-
man. To himtheylaok with a confidence that will not
be deceived, and with hopes that will be realized, as
to a political father.

The following interesting account of the fnaugura-
¢ion, and the President’s inaugural Speech, 18 extract-
ed frcm a Washington Gazette.

WasnineTon, March 5th, 181%.
THE INAUGURATION.

Under the auspices of a delightful day, yesterday
took place the interesting ccremony atiendant on the
entrance of the President elect of the United Siates,
on the duties of his arduous station. The ceremony
and the spectacle was simple, but grand, autmating, and
impressive.

At half after 11 o’clock, the President, with him
the Vice President elect, left his private residence, at-
tended by a large cavalcade of citizens on horseback,
marshalled by the gentlemen appointed to that duty.

The President reached the Congress Hall a little
before 12 ; at the same time the Ex-President arrived,
and the Judges of {he Supreme Court. All having en-
tered the Chamber of the Scnate, then in session, the
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Vice President took the chair, and the oath of office
was administered to him. A pertinent address was de-
livered on the occasion by the Yic.-President.

The ceremony having ended, the Senate adiourned,
and the President and Vice-I'resident, the Judges of
the Supreme Court, the Senate generally, the Mar-
chsls, &c. aitended the President to the elevated Porti-
co, temporarily erected for the occasion, where, in the
presence of an immense concourse of officers of the
government, foreign officers, sirangers, (1adies as well
as gentlemen) and citizens, the President rose and de-
livered the following

SPEECH -

I should be destitute of feeling, if 1 was not deeply
affected by the strong proof which my fellow citizens
have given me of their confidence, in calling me to the
hich office, whose functions I am about to assume.
As the expression of theirgood opinion of my conduct
iz the public service, 1 derive from it a gratification,
wihich those who are conscious of having done all that
they could ic mer.t it, can alone feel. My sensibility
18 increased by a just estimate of the importance of the
trust, and of the nriure und extent of its duties ; with
the proper diccharze of which, the highest interests
of a great aud frec. people are intimately comnected.
Conscious of my own deficiency, 1 cannot enter on
tho:z duties without great anxicty for the result,—
From a just respon:ibility I shall never shrink ; cal-
culating with confiuelce, that in my best efforts to pro-
mote the public welfere, my motives will be duly ap-
preciated, and my ceaduct be viewed wiih that can-
dour and jindulgcnce, whica I have experienced in
other setaticns..

in cormmenciag the duties of the chiefexecutive office
it has been the practice of the distinguished men who
have gone belore me, te explain the ‘principles which
would govera themin their rezpective administrations.
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In following their venerated examples, my sttention is
naturally drawn to the great causes which have con-
tributed, 1n a principal degree, {o produce the-present
happy condition of the United States. They will best
explain the nature of our duties, and shed much tight
on the policy which ought to be pursued in future.

From the commencement of our revolution to the
present day, almost forty years have elapsed, and from
the establishment of this constitution, twenty-eight.
Through tms whole ternn, the government has been,
what may emphatically be called self-government ; and
what has been the eflect ? To whafever object we turn
our attention. whether it relates to our foreign or do-
mestic concens, we find abundant cause 10 felicitate
ourselves in the ex~ellence ol our institutions. Dur-
ing a period, rranght with difhculties, and marked by
very extraordinary events, the United States have
Hourished beyend example—the citizens, individually,
have been happy, and the natior: prosperous.

Under this constitution, our commerce has been
wisely regulated with foreign nations, and between the
etates ; new states have been admitted into cur Union ;
our territory has been enlarged, by fair and honour-
able treaty, and with great advantage io the ori-
ginal states ; the stales, respectively, protected by the
rational governmen!, under a mild parental system,
against foreign dangers, and enjoying, within their sep-
arate spheres, by a wise partition of power, a just pro-
portion of the sovereignty, have unproved their police,
extended their cettlenients, and attained a strength and
maturity which are the best proofs of wholesome laws,
well administered. And if we look to the condition of
tndividuals, what a2 proud spectacle does it exhibit !
On whom Lus oppression fallen in any quarter of our
Union ? Who has been deprived of any right of person
or property ? Viho resteained from offering his vows,
in the mode which Le prefers, to the Divine Avthor of
his being 7 It is well known, that all these blecsings
have been enjoyed in their fullest extent ; and 1 add,
with pecaliar rutisfaction, that there has been no ex-
ample of a capstal punizshment being 1nflicted on any
oge for the crime of high treasoun.
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Some, who might admit the competency of our gov-
erament (o these beneficent duties, might doubt 1t in
trials which put to the test is strength and efficiency,
28 a member of the great community of nations. Here,
too, experience has afforded us the most satisfactory
proofin its faver. Just as this constitution was put
snto action several of the principal powers of Europe
had become much agitated, and some of them seri-
ously convulsed. Destructive ware ensued, which
have, of laie only, been terminated. In the course of
these cenflicts, the United States received great injury
from several of the parties. It was their interest to
stand aloof from the contest ; te demand justice from
the party committing the injury ; and to cultivate, by
a fair and honourable conduvct, the {riendship of all
War became at length inevitable, and the result has
shcwn, that our government i1s equal lo the greatest
of trials, under the most unfavourable circumstances.
Of the virtue of the people, and of the herocic exploits
of the army, the navy, and of the militia,- I need not
gpeak. _ S

Such, then, is the happy government under which
we live ; a government adequate 1o every purpose for
which the social compact 15 formed ; a. government
elective in all its branches, under which every citizen
may, by his merit, obtain the highest trust recognized
by the constitution ; which contains within it po cause
of discard ; none to pui at variance one portion of the
community with another; a government which pro-
tects every citizen in the full enjoyment of his rights,
and is able to protect the nation against injustice from
doreign powers.

ther censiderations of the highest importance ad-
monish ue to cherish our union, and to cling to the
covernment which supports it. Forlunufe as we are
ip our political institutions, we have not been less <o
in other circumstances, on which our prosperity and
happiness essentislly depend. Situated within the tem-
perate zone, and exterding through many-degrees of
latitude along the Atlantic, the Uwmited Stateg enjoy all
the varieties of climate, and every production incident to
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that portion of the globe. Penetrating internally, to
the great lakes, snd beyond the sources of the great
rivers which communicate through our whole interior,
nc couniry"Was ever happier with-respect to its do-
main. Blessed too with a fertile soil, our produce has
always been very abundant, leaving, even in years the
least favourable, a surplus for the wants of our fellow
men in other countries. Such is our peculiar felicity,
that there 1s not a part of our unicn that is not partic-
ularly interested in preserving it. The great agricul-
tural interest of the nation prospers under its protection.
Local interests are not less fostered by it. Qur fellow
citizens of the north, engaged in navigation, find great
encouragement in being made the favoured carriers of
the vast productions of the other portions of the United
States, while the inhabitaats of these are amply recom-
pensed, in their turn, by the nursery for seamen and
naval force, thus formed and reared up for the support
of our common rights. Qur manufactures find a gen-
erous encouragement by the policy which patronizes
domestic industry ; and the surplus of our produce, a
steady and profitable market by local wants, in less {a-
voured parts, at home.

Such, then, being the highly favoured condition of
our country, it is the interest of every citizen to main-
tain 1f. What are the dangers which menace us ? If
any exist, they ought to Le ascertained and guarded
against.

In explaining my sentiments on this subject, it may
be asked ; what raised us to the present happy state ?
How did we accomplish the revolution ? How remedy
the defects of the first instrument of our union, by in-
fusing into the national government eufficient power for
national purposes, without impairing the just rights of
the states, or affecting those of individuals ? How sus-
tain, and pass with glory through the late war ? The
sovernment has been in the hands of the people. To
the people, therefore, and to the faithful and able de-
positories of their trust, is the credit due. Had the
people of the United States been educated in different
principles ; had they been less intelligent, less inde-
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pendent, or less virtuous, can it be believed that we
thould have maintained the same steady and consinlent
career, or been blessed with the same 23ccess 7 While
then the constitucat body retains its present sound and
healthful state, every thing will be safe. They will
choose competent and faithful representatives for every
department. ]t is only when the people become 1gno-
rant ani corrupt ; when they degenerate into a popu-
lace, that they «re incapable of exercising the sove-
reienty.  Usurpation is then an easy attainment, and a
usurper soon found. The people themselves become
the willing instruments of their own debacement and
ruin. Let us then look to the great cause, and en-
deavour to preserve it in full force. Let us, by all
wise and constitutional measures, promote intel]igence
among the people, as the best means of preserving our
liberties. *

Dangers from abroad are not less deserving of atten-
tion. Experiencing the fortune of other nations, the
United States may be again involved in war, and it may
in that event be the object of the adverse party to over-
set our government, to break our union, and demolish
us as anpation. Our distance from Europe, and the
just, moderate, and pac:ﬁc PO]IC{ of our government,
may form some security aganst these dangerq but they
ought to be anticipated and guarded against. Many 0(
our citizens are enmaed in commerce and navigation,
and all of them are in a certain degree dependept on
their prosperous state. Many are engaged in the fish-
eries. These interests are exPoted to invasion in the
wars between other powers, and we should disregard
the faithful admonitions of experience if we did not
cxnect it. We must support our rights or lose our
character, and with it, perhaps, our liberties. A peo-
ple who fail to do it, can scarcely be said to hold a
place among mdependent nations. Nattonal honor is
national property ofthe highest value. The sentiment
in the mind of every citizen, is national strength. It
ought therefore to he cherished.

To secure us against these dangers, our coast and 1n-
land frontiers should be foriified, our army and navy
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regulated upon just principles as to the force of each,
be kept in perfect order, and our militia be placed on
the best practicable footing ; to put our extensive coast
in such astate of defence, as to secure our cities and
interior froin invasion, will be attended with expence,
but the work, when finished, will be permanent, and it
i1s farr to presume, that a single campaign or invasion,
by a naval force superior to our own, aided by a few
thousand land troops, would expose us to greater ex-
pence, without taking into the estimate the less of pro-
perty, and distress of our citizens, than would be suffi-
cient for this creat work. Our land and naval forces
should be moderate, but adequate to the necessary
purposes., The former to garrison and preserve our
fortifications, and to meet the first invasions of a foreign
foc ; and while constituting the elements of a greater
force, to preserve the science, as wel! as all the ne-
cessary implements of war, in a state to be brought into
activity in the event cfwar. The latter retained with-
in the hmits proper in a state of peace, might aid in
maintaining the ncutrality of the United States with
dignity in the wars of other powers, and in saving the
property of their citizens froin spoliation. In time of
war, with the enlargement of which the great naval re-
sources of the country render it susceptible, and which
should be duly fostered in time of peace, 1t would con-
tribute essentially both as an auxiliary of defence, and
as a powerful engine of annoyanee, to diminish the ca-
lamities of war, and to bring the war to a speedy and
honourable termination,

But it should always be held prominently in viesw,
that tfie safety of these states, and of every thing dear
to a free people, must depend in an eminent degree on
the militia. Invasiens may be made, too formidable to
be resisted by any land and naval force, which it would
comport, either with the priusciples of our government,
or the circumstances of the United States to iamntan,
In such caseg, recourse must be had to the great body
of the people, and ir a manner to produce the best ef-
fect. 1t is of the highest importance, therefore, that
they be so organized and trained as to be prepared for
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any emergency. The arrangement should be such, as
{o put at the command of the government, the ardent
patriotism and youthful ~vigour of the country., If
formed on. equal and just principles, it cannot be op--
pressive.. Itis the crisis which makes the pressure, and
not the laws, which provide aremedy for it. This ar-
rangement should be formeéd, tco, in time of peace, to
be the better prepared for war. With such an organ-
1zation, of such a people, the United States have no-
thing to dreud from foreign invasion. At its approach,
an overwhelming force of gallant men might always be

putin moticn.
- Other interests of high importance will claim atten-
tion, among which the improvement of cur country by
roads and canals, proceeding always with a constitu-
tional sanction, holds a distinguished place. By thus
facilitating the intercourse between the states, we shall
add much to the converience and comfort:cof our fel-
low-citizens ; much to the ornament of the country;
and, what s of greater importance, we thall shorten
distances, and by making each part more accessible to
and dependent on the other, we shall bind the union
more closely together. Nature has done so much for
us by intersecting the country with so many great riv-
ers, bays, and lakes, approaching from distant peints, so
near to each other, that the inducement to comiplete the
work seems to be peculiarly strong. A more interest-
ing spectacle was perhaps never seen than is exhibited
within the limits of the United States ; a territory so
vast, and advantageously situated, containing objects so
grand, so useful, so happily connected in all their parts.

~Our manufactures will likewise require the system-
atic and fostering care of the government. Possessing,
a8 we do, all the raw materials, the fruit of our own seil
and industry, we ought not to depend in the degree we
have done on supplies from other countries. While
we are thus dependent, the sudden event of war, un-
sought and unexpected, cannot fail to plunge usinto the
mnost serious difficult.es, It is important, too, that the
capital which nourishes our manufactures should be
domestic, as its influence in that case, instead ot ex-
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hausting, as it may do in foreign hands, would be felt
advantageously on agricultural, and every other branch
of industry. Equally important it is to provide at
home a market for our raw materials, as by extending
the competition, it will enhance the price, and pro-
tect the cultivator against the casualties incident to
foreign markets.

With the Indian tribes, itis our duty to cultivate
friendly relations, and to act with kindness and liberal-
ity i all our transactions. Equally proper it is to
persevere in our efforts to extend to them the advan-
tages of civilization.

The great amount of our revenue, and the flourish-
ing state of the treasury, are a full proof of the com-
petency of the national resources, for any emergency,
as they are, of the willingness of our fellow citizens
to bear the burthens which the public necessities re-
quire. The vast amount of vacant lands, the value of
which daily augments, forms an additional resource of
oreat extent and duration. These resources, besides
accomplishing every other necessary purpose, put it
completely in the power of the United States, to dis-
charge the national debt, at an early period. Feace is
the best time for improvement and preparation of eve-
ry kind ; it 1s in peace that our commerce flourishes
most ; that taxes are most easily paid, and that the re-
venue is most productive. -

'The executive 1s charged officially, in the depart-
menis under it, with the disbursement of the public
money, and is responsible for the faithful application
of it to the purposes for which it is raised. 'The legis-
lature 1s the watchful guardian over the public purse.
Itis its duty to see that the disbursement has heen hon-
cstly made.  To meet the requistte responsibility, ev-
ery facility should be afforded to the executive to en-
able it to bring the public agents, entrusted with the
public money, strlctly and promptly to account. No-
thing should be presumed against them. But if, with
the requtsite facilities, the public money 13 suffered to
lie, long and uselessly, in their hands, they will not be

the only defaulters, nor will the demoralizing effect be
- E
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confined to them.—It will evince a relaxation, and want
of tone in the administration, which will be felt by the
whole community. I shall doall I can, to secure econ-
omy and fidelity in this important branch of the admin-
istration, and 1 doubt not, that the Legislature will per-
form its duty with equal zezl. A thorough examina-
tion should be regularly made, and I will promote it.

It is particularly gratifying to me, (o enier on the
discharge of these duties, at a time when the United
States arc blessed with peace. It is a state most con-
sistent with their presperity and happiness. 1t wiil be
my stncere desire to preserve it, so far as depends on
the Executive, on just principles, with all nations,
claiming nothing unreasonable, of any, and rendering
to each what 1= 5ts due.

Equally gratifying 18 1t, to witness the increased har-
mony of opinion, w hich pervades our Unien. Dis-
cord does not belong to our system. Unson 1s recem-
mended, as well by the free and benign principles of
our government, extending its blessings to every indi-
vidual, as by the other eminent advantages attending it.
The American people have encountered together great
dangers, and sustaned severe trials with success.—
They consitute one great family, with a common in-
terest. Experience has enhghtened us, on some ques-
tions of essential importance to the country. The
progress has been slow, dictated by a just reflection,
and a faithful regard to every interest connected with
it. To promote this harmony, in accord with the
principles of our republican government, and in a
manner to give them the most complete eflect, and to
advance in all other respects the best mnterests of our
Union, will be the object of my constant and zealous
exertions. *

Never did a government commence under auspices
so favourable, nor ever was success so complete. If
we lcok to the hustory of other nations, ancient or
modern, we find no example of a growth so rapid, so
gigantic ; of a people so prosperous and happy. lo
conteraplating what we have sull to perform, the heart
of every citizen must expand with joy, when he re-
flects how pear cur goverument hes approached to
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perfection ; that, in respect to it, we have no essential
improvement to make ; that the great object ig, to pre-
serve it 1n the essential principles and features which
characterize it ; and that is to be done, by preserving
the virtue and enlightening the minds of the people ;
and as a security against foreign dangers, to adopt such
arrangements as are indispensable to the support of our
Independence, our Rights, and Liberties. If we per-
gevere i1n the career in which we have advanced «o
far, and in the path already traced, we cannot fail, un-
der the favour of a gracious providence, to attain the
high dectiny which seems to uwait us.

In the administrations of the illustrious men who
have preceded me in this high station, with some of
whom 1 have been connected by the clorest ties from
ear‘l;y Iife, examples are presented, which will always
be found highly instructive and useful to their sncces-
tors, From these I shall endeavour to derive all the
advantages which they may afford. Of my immediate
predecessor, under whom so important ¢ portion of
thi« great and successful experiment has been made,
I shall be pardoned for expressing my earnest wishes,
that he may long cnjoy, 1n his retirement, the affections
of a grateful country, the best reward of exalted tal-
ents, and the most faithful and meritorious services.
Relying on the wid to be derived from the other de-
partments of the government, I enter on the trust to
which I have been called by the suffrages of my fellow-
ciizens, with my fervent prayers to the Almighty,
that He will be graciously pleased to continue to us that
protection which he has afready so conepicuously dis-

played in eur favour.
JAMES MONROE.

Having coneinded his address, the oath of office was
administered to him by the Chief Justice of the Uni-
ted States.  The oath was announced by a single gun,
and followed by salutes from the Navy Yard and the
battery ; from Fort Wurburton, and {rom several pieces
of artllery on the ground.

The President was received on his arrival, with mi-
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htary honours, by the Marine Corps, by the George-
town Riflemen, a company of arullery and two comi-
panies of infaniry from Alexandria; and on his retnrn
was saluted 11 hile manner.

It is impossible to compote with any thing like ac-
caracy the number of carnages, horses, and persons
pressnt.  Such a concourse was never before seen n
Washington : the number of persons present being ¢s-
timated from five to erghf thousand.  The mildness and
raciance of the day cast a brilliant hue on the com-
vlexion of the whole ceremony ; and it is satisfuctory
to iy, that we heard of no accident during the day,
uotwithstanding the magaitude of the as=cmblage.

The President and his Lady, after his return, re-
ceived at their dwelling the wvisits of their {riends, of
the Heads of Departments, most of the Senators and
Representatives, of all the Foreign Ministers at the
«cat of government, of strangers and citizens, who also

gencially pied the tribute of their unabated respect to

Ytr. and Mrs. Madison,

The evening concluded with a splendid Ball at Da-
vi=* Hotel ; at which were present the President and
x-President and their Ladies, the Heads of Depart-
incnts, Foreign Ministers, and an immense throng of
sirangers and citizens.

1 hus has commenced the admiuretration of James
Monroc. In the utmost warmth of our gued wighes,
we canpot wish him a more honourable, a more grate-
ful termination of his othcial life, than that which has
crowned the administration of James Madison.

The principles developed in his Inaugural Specch.
are such as, adhered to, will triumphantly beuar lm
through. They ure those of the honest Republican.



