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A

CoLLEGE EXERCISE,

Delivered December 16, 1763.
‘x 7y ERE I to indulge my fancy con-
cerning the perfons, who may pro-
bably meet in an enfuing great affembly ;
and thc reafinings that may then be ufed, in
cafe a certain queflion is flarted: I fhould
fpeculate to this effect,

I would fuppofe, that the perfons, there
to be convened, may be- diftinguifhed .into
four forts; wviz. the good, the bad, the
ins, and the outs. By the good I would
mean thofe who are defirous to ferve their
country; and are blefled with fuch a mea-
fure of knowledge, and integrity, that they
can, and dare do it., And of this fort I am
apt to think there will be more than either

3 {ple-
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{plenetic perfons, or politicians ufually, are
willing to allow. Ithink I could produce the
teftimony of three: fourths of the-kingdom,
that there will certainly be three fuch; and
perhaps, a round dozen: and 1t will be
granted me, that no name 15 to0 great, for
the epithet of good. Nay, I am perfuaded
there will be many whom, to our lofs, we
don’t know: who, like virgin ore, are fter-
ling in'the mine; and want only day-likht,
to be refplendent. '

Of the fecand fort,. uf%. the dad, it will
be granted me, that if there be one, there
will be too many: and how few f{oever, if
there be any, they will be:formiddtde 5 from
the known activity of their principle. Hach
are the children -of: this world; :-wvho ard
wifer in. their generation than the -children
of light! .If.it were poflible for an emiffary
of France to fteal into fo auguft an'affembly,
I thould not fcruple to rank him in this
fecond.clafs; for he'das not an dfen enemy,
And 2 fortiori, if. any mative of thefe king»
doms, which God forbid! fhould becapable
of a@ing: defignedly in that capacity; 1 wonld
give. him a diffinguifbed place alfo..- Nay I
fhould be apt to call him .a bad tan, who
s blinded by any private intereft : .or. who,
even for want of due information concern-
ing the queftion befere him, or, of temper

In
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in managing it,. fhould give advantage to the.
encmrps of his country, |

But (to qutt an unpleafant fub_]eét } the
third clafs, w7z. the iz, may include a
Miniftry, with all fuch as are attachied to
them, merely becaufe they ar¢ in place,and’
power,. Thefe are a fort of deities of whom.
I have no knawledge' 1 am convinced I am.
mot intitaled to blame the prefent, as a body,
for overt acts. And, perﬁaps their. future
praife, or difpraife; their inrollment into:
the firft or fecond of the foregoing lifts, will
depend ppon their- behaviour on a certain
gccafion. 1 have a pleafure in thinking they
will sife to the firlt, the claff of the great and
good : but it requires little conjuration ta
fay, that they will be abhorred by pofterity,
lf thc (hould enrcll in the fecond. In ge-
neral, the cafe of Miniflers is to be lamented 5
that men will ngeds fuppofe them all to
have a leflon, which they muft pratife,
though it be not always for the public good.
May Ibf; prefent Miniftry, and may all fu-

ture Minifters {how, that this is a mere
ﬂa.ndcir'lj - F |

T he fourth clafs that I diftinguithed, Qaaﬂ

the vufs; which may be fuppofed ‘to bie véry
numerqus;; and.d (hauld thmk that every

perfon in it may be confidered nat wmesely as
a can-
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a.candidate for the zbird clafs ; but alfo, for
estber the firfl, or the _/écond Sure I am,
that the preceding three clafles will com-
prchcnd them all.

It is the goodnefs of providence which
has not pleafed to intruft man with the di-
ftinguithing fpear of Lrbursel. For we can
{uppofe it would be an infinite pain-to know
the black hearts, and like-complexioned
deeds of thofe about us! The fad effects of
inattention, appetite, habit, and a falfely
fuppofed neceffity, are better hid behind the
veil ; ’till a new principle takes place in the
man, and brings him back to bounds ex-
ceeded! And perhaps there are few men,
even of ordinary underftandings, but find
pain enough in feeing and hearing the evil
that comes unfought for before them., Our
{enfes and our reafon are keen enough for
every ufeful purpofe. And as the fuppofed
queftion, concerning the Colonies, is perhaps
the weightieft that was ever debated in any
affembly. fince empire began: let us exer-
cife thofe weapons, in reducing any actors in
fuch a debate, to their refpective primary

claﬁcs.

" It thowld feem, that the {fuppofed queftion
of t——x=—g the Colonics may be debated

either upon the general principles of govern-
- ment
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ment; of, from particular refemblances, and
anakgy.

With regard to the firft, we have reafon
to approve that mode of argumentation, fo
long as we fuppofe the age regardful of
civil, as well as moral principles; and every
man actuated with, and acting by them.
———Fot fuch men are poflefled of the rule
and ftandard, to which the fuppofed, or
real, merit of the queftion will quickly be
brought; and foon determined. Such will
be above the fcruple of form; and will not,
from the lower analogy -of the common law,
ftand inquiring whether a petition can. be
received, (which, well wire-drawn, may
be made to imply an exception to the jurif-
diction of the court) {o long as there remains
one grievance unreds eﬂea’ For the man

whom I would call good, well knows, that
it is cvery Englifbman’s right to petition for
redrefs f’v grievances, whether real or ima-
sinary: And that there are but fwo courts in
this K--gd--m to petition ; viz. the realcourt
of the Nation, and 'the perfonal court of
Parliament; and that this latter is a delegated
court, which, as it is appointed fhortly to
mcet ; {o alfo, in no long fpace of time now,
it wnll undergo a diflolution. Iam perﬁ,cfily
clear, as I hinted before, that no French-

man, whether of birth or principle, can act
B In
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in fuch a debate. Butif it were pofiible,
he would certainly ac? confiflently, in reject-
ing the matter with a high hand. He muft
infift, that no petition againft the ftamps
i1s admiffible: and infinuate that the colo-
nies are the {cum of the earth; a fet of mu-
tinous wretches; the fons of their fathers !
Nay, he would ufe every argument, but the
very words, to produce an appeal to the
commonwealth, or real court of the nation :
for the intent of his miffion muft be to fet
the commonwealth by the ears; and then to
employ the preparations that perhaps are
making, to invade you.

I fuppofe there are good hopes that no
minifter in place, or power, will think him-
felf obliged to adopt the reafonings of the
enemies of his country, in order to puzzle
the caufe; or throw dirt at any that may
be out of ])[..fzce : and of this latter denomina-
tion, the beft will be glad to hear the calm
and deliberate fentiments of their country ;
and not be affected if a meafure, that was
once held to be right, fhould upon re-exa-
mination be found to be not expedient. For
all good men will fupport them in this
propofition ; that the colonies ought to con-
tribute in a rational way, to the fupport of
government : and furely it is not a capital

1 affair ;
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affair, to differ, or even to be miftaken, in
fketching out the mode of it.

But it 15 time to come to the fecond fo-
pre, upon which the fuppofed queftion may
be debated: wiz. that of fimilitude, or ana-
logy. And this may be either foreign, or
domeftic ; and each of thefe will be both

antient, and modern. ‘

I fhould conceive, that the example of
Joresgn countries, whether antient or modern,
can be nothing ro the purpofe; unlels it were
poflible to bring them from governments
like our own. The ftates of Greece, and of
Rome, feem to have been the only ftates of
antiquity in which there was anyfalbofliberty ;
but this liberty was explained to be only in
a ruling party; which was called People, or
Betters, or Monarchs, according to the {pecies
of government: and though there are in-
ftances alfo of mix'd monarchies, amongft the
ancients ; yet I will be bold to fay, that
neither thefe, nor any of the former, pro-
ceeded upon principles of univerfal liberty.
As a proof of this, they all had their faves
and vaffals, and what elfe they pleafed ; who
were not fuffered to wear even the name of
Citizens, or to be confidered as part of the
commonwealth. And this is clear from
Ariflotle, the foundeft palitician of antiquity

B 2 and
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and abundantly elear from the Roman
authors, - Jufinian, tyrant as he was, feems
to have given the firft blow to {lavery, by
reducing the various f{ubordinations of men
made free, (who were gradations of vaffals)
to one only. But he was far from complet-
ing the ftroke: witnefs the later governments
of Europe, founded principally upon his plan ;

and governed, In a manner, by his laws.

I fuppofe, therefore, that all good men
will ‘enter a proteft againft fuch analagy, or
examples : efpecially when they confider,
that the Coloni, with the Rowmans, were ori-
ginally farmers, or hufbandmen, who tilled
the ground ; and cven in lzaly were ot
ufually full members of the commontwealth,
And therefore 1t is no wonder that the Colo-
niz, which were alfo tillers of ground, and
often conquered enemies, who by a found
policy were mace to migrate in bodies to
other places, were not il late, and by way of
extraordinary favour,endowed with the rights
of Roman citizens ; and that, ncver entircly,
But left I fhould feem to affirm vaguely, and
upon fancy; I will fubjoin a brief fummary
of their nature, differences, and rights, as
I find them collected by Seravius.

“ Colonic ex civitatt  Romana quafi
propagate f{unt, et jura inflitutague omnia

populi
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populi Romani, #on fu:i drberii,  habent.
Romulum iftz auéjorem produnt, qui in
agrum hoftivm deviCtarum colonos mittere
inftituit,  Sequenti tempore colonils ae-
ducendis confiitati triumviri, & quatuorviri,
ndemque comitiis tributis defigpati: &
quidem in certos apnos €orum: poteftas fuit.
definita. Quod fi igitur nova colonia de-
ducenda, numerus colonorum definiebatur, &
juflt nomina dare qui agros accipere vellent,
Exinde orta lex agraria, quz Spurio Caflio
confule A. U. C. 248 promulgata, aunguam
deinde fine maximis motibus fuit agitata,
Colonia per duaumviros, {ub vexillo, ex
urbe ducebatur; qui & aratro urbem,
agrumaque, ‘circam{cribebant, Singulis co-
lonis certa jugera affignabantur. Ipfis trivm-
viris copia apparitores, cum reliquo apparatu
aflignabantur.  Di#ffinguebantur autem colo-
niz, ut aliz eflent Lar ne, ali® civium
Romanorum. Ill@ justantum Lats: habebant;
ideoque csves Romani, 1t in colontas Latinas
adfcri ptl, jus civitatis amittevant. He
_autem jurg quidem civium Romanorum habe-
bant, fed privata_rantum ; nec cen iftis, nec
ﬁzj’rag:: jura. Belli tempore milites, ex
formula, dare tenebantur: ordinabantur
autem eorum tum facra, tum civiiia, per
curatores agrarios, qui illis decuriones, au-
gures, & pontifices coanftituebant, Cergﬁa
quogue per juratos cemferes, ex formuld, in
coloniis agebatur.  Senatum in coloniis con=-

ftitucbant
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fiituebant decuriones. Ex horum ordine
fumebantur magiftratus, quales erant decem-
viri, vel quatuorviri, vel feviri, qui alternis vici-
bus regebant; & juri dicundo preerant, Pre-
tores etiamn aediles, & queltores magiftratus
eorundem erant proprii. Legibus utebantur
Romanorum ; licet & {uo jure peculiari ufe,
a triumviris lato, Habebant iflz quoque
ex z/luftribus Romanis fuos Patrones, ex infti-
tuto Romuli, qui cazylfzm zllorazm in fenatu

agerem‘

(Stravii Hiftor. jur. p. 129, 1730, ubi plur.)

And now atlength we are cometo our owr
country 3 the government of which, being
almoft the only government in the known
world founded upon the principles of univer-
{al liberty ; and wherein flavery, and even
vaffalage, at length, is abolithed by law: 7¢-
femblances, if any can be found, would be
mofit appafite; and confequently, the argument

From analogy moft firong.

It is very clear to me, that as our colonies
are xof the colonses of antiquity : {o nerther are
they the colonies of any wmodern nation,
our oun cxcepted, And were I of the
Briti(h colonies, I thould be vaftly inclined
to drop even the name of colonift; and to
ftyle myfelf an Englifoman, or Briton, of
North America. They are our own fleth

and
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‘and blood ; and if one may judge either from
their underflanding, their courage, or their
genergfity, fome of the beft amongft us. |}
fuppofe I don’t exceed when I fiate the
number of them, exclufive of the late con-
quered provinces, at two millions of fouls,
which are perhaps a fourth part more than
Scotland, and equal in number to Ireland ;
and near a third part of the whole number
of {fouls in England. I don’t pretend to be
c¢orret 1n thefe numbers: but fure I am, I
don’t exceed : and I may be allowed to add to
this fum, the people of the new acquired
countries; and to remark in general, that the
tra&t of land to which they feem to be in-
titled, is more than equal to two thirds of all
Europe, put together; and may one day
conftitute the greatelt empire in the world ;
when we of this ifland fhall be funk into
ignorance, flavery, and barbarity, after our
elders and our betters, the Afiyrians, Per-
fians, Greeks, and Romans. The idea of
{uch an empire, though it were advanced
no fartherthan an embryo, furely deferves to
have fome refpect thewn to it ; and even to
have a ground of lafting friendfhip laid be-
tween us : and I fuppofe we fhall not do it
too great a favour; if we confider it at pre-
{fent, upon the footing of the neighbouring
kingdoms of Ireland, and of Scotland; and
from thence draw our analogy.

In
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In fpeaking of Ireland, it may be well to
ufe words that are of mote authority thin
our own. A leiatned commentator upon
the Englith law, fays, thdt * Ireland is
fill a diftinét kingdom ; though a depen-
dent, fubordinate kingdom that in gene-
ral, it agrees with England in it’s laws——
that the nbabitants are for the moft part
deftended from the Englifh, who planted it
as a kind of colony, after the conquef? of it by
Hen. 1I. at which time they carried over
the Englith laws along with them.—And as
Ireland thus conguered, planted, and governed,
ftill continues in a flate of dependence ; it muft
neceffarily conform to, and be obliged by
fuch lawsas the {upetiorftate thinks proper to
prefcribe.,” Atthe fametime, ¢ Ireland hath
a parlament of 1ts own, and makes and
alters laws ; and our flatutes do not bind them,
becaufe they do not fend reprefentatives to our
parliament. But their perfons are the king’s
fubjelts, like the inhabitants of Calais, Gaf-
coigny,” and Guicnne, whillt they continued
under the king’s fubjection.———It is true
Poyning’s law (ro. H. 7.) enalts, that all
ats of parliament before made in England,
fhould be of force within the realm of Ire-~
Jand. But it follows, that no a&s of the
Englith parliament made fince 10. H. 7. do
now bind the people of Ireland; unlefs fpe-
cially named, or included under gencral

words:
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words.: and.on the other hand it is equally
clear, that where Ireland is particularly
named, or 15 included under general words,
they are bound by fuch aéts of parliament.”
‘T'he declaration of 6 Geo. c. 5. is exprefs,
““ That the kingdom of Ireland ought to be
fubordinate unto, and dependent upon the
imperial crown of Great Britain, as being in-
feparably unifed thereto: and that the King’s
Majefty, with the confent of the lords and
commons of Great Britain in parliament,

hath power to make laws to bind the people
of Ireland.”

This in general: as to the particular
branch of raifing money among the Irifh, I
need not fay what is the pradice; and I
fuppofe the Britifh colonies would not ob-
jeét greatly to it. They would furely be
content, and it is likely they will expe&,
that their affemblies, (which {feem to be par-
liaments to all intents and purpofes,) fhould
be allowed to tread after the Irifh parlia-
liament, in this effential a&t of freewill ;
as well as 1n certain fieps of legiflation. Our
American children, being now grown to a
ftate of advlefcence ; are grown to a will of
thesr own: and, when they become men,
it is probable thcy will exert it. In the
mean time, if we are wife parents, we fhall

endeavour to dire€t their will to our mutual
C intereft.
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intere{t.—DBut enough of Ireland ; and per-
haps too much of the law concerning her,
unle(s it were more confiftent with itfelf:
and to fave time, I will fuppofe it is In any
one’s power, (that pleafes) to compare thelfe
outlines, with whar the {fame auothor fays of
the American cclonies.  (Vide Blackftone’s
Comment. p. 104, 105. Join p. g3—102.)
for I muft haften to pay my compliments
tu the twin f{ifler of Ireland, the bonny
SCOTLAND,

I hope the antient kingdom of Scotland
will not be offended with an admirer of
her virtues, who is about to compare her
with' the modern kingdom of North
America, The former may be likened to
a virgin at ber full age, who being poficfled
of a fair inheritance, aCtuated by reafon,
and defirous of peace, {ecurity, and a happy
offspring, bhath wedded herfelf to a rich
and powerful neighbour; and confequently
joined his intcreft with her own., The
latter is a girl entering into ber teens, heirefs
to imenie pofieflions, who will be tempted
to flirt with the whole herd of political fops ;
and perhaps, may choole the lealt deferving
for a partner ; or clfe may pine away, in a
fnp blown celibacy: whereas her guare
dians, lf they arc attentive to their duty, will

- rather
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rather think of marrying her betimes into her
own family.

Allegory apart! I beg leave to fubmlt
my opinion, whether the Awmerican colonies,
and the kingdom of Ireland, ought not to be
incorporated (both of them) “with  Great
Britain without delay? and whether they
are not intitled to as many of the twenty-
five Articles of Union, as are fuited to their
refpetive circumftances ?---Can we f{uppofe,
that our inveterate enemies the French,
nay the whole Roman pale, are {o blind as
not to fee where we are volnerable? Wag
there not a timewhen they actually bargained
for Ireland ? and have they not often played
upon us the notion of the independency of
Ireland? What has fince expelled them
Scotland, but the arms of Great Britain ex-
erted under a parliamentary union? and
what but an eguitable and parliamentary
union, can prevent North America from
ftruggling for a rational independency ? and
may not, nay will not, our enemies avail
them{elves of any fir uggle perhaps, to our
deftru&ion? Were I an American, I would
endeavour an union ; were | an Irithman, I
would beg it; as [ am an Englithman, Ipray
for it,

C 2 And
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And, furely, there is no difficulty in the
affair. Isit not in the power of the crown
to effe€t it? Has not his Majefty a right to
the advice of the whole community?! and
15 he not able, jointly with his parliament, to
call to this, his great council, additionalrepre-
Jentatives, upon an equitable plan; who
may thenceforward be, and contmue, one
with the whole ! '

The feafibility with refpeCt to. Ireland,
has already been proved, in times which
are not without inftrutive examples. And
fuppofe, (which I mention with entire {ub-
mifiion, and only to excite a better, and more
rational {cheme,) fuppofe, I fay, under the
blefling of Providence, a limited number, viz.
thirty or forty refpe Qable perfons, from the fe-
veral provinces and capital towns of America,
and a {uitable number from Ireland, were now
called to the [doule of Commons; and one
$hird of that number, to be alfo limited by
parlmmmt, were called to the Houf: of
Lords ; and every one meet, as there is no
doubt thcy would, upon an bl plan:
what Frenchman, nay wh:tdemon; could
obftru¢t an union, or blaft the profperity of
united empire ! |

As the matter now f{tands, art. we not a
jumble of difcordant atoms, in a flate of
primeval
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primeval chaos, without form, and void even
of the firft principle of c/vi/ exiftence, which
is unity of ‘commonwealth? But when that
darknefs which feems to dwell upon the face
of our deep, fhall be fcattered by’ the bréath
of Wifdom; will not truth and order, and
the all benignant {un of liberty burft forth,
and aCtuate the mafs? Are not civi/ and
“religious liberty, the fun of the rational
world, which hath been eclipfed by the
magicians of the earth, in its progrefs to the
weftern hemifphere? and thall we,” who
have been blefled with a genial ray, confent
to {pread the horrid veil on the face of a
new world, planted by our own children,
watered with our own blood, and ready
to burft forth into a moft fragrant {pring,
with all it’s hopeful train of bleflings?

What will any family compa&, which
with the iron hand of tyranny graips even
mighty nations of flaves, avail againft a
national compaét of free men, acting in the
form of a mixed monarchy? Nay, were
we to fuppofe France and Spain in a ftate
of freedom, (which may one day be the
cafe ;) what would they be, meafured againft
the united kingdoms of the Britith lflands,

and North America? Is not nature againft
France
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France and Spain? Is not their fituation
againft them ? and do not fa&s enable us to
fay, that with regard to empire, their flar
i1s fet; to rife no more, if virtue be not
wanting on our part? o

‘But it is time have done,

DIXI.




