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ON THE 
• 
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• 

• • 

AI.",fERICAN REVOLUTION, 
'f, 

• • • 
• , 

• • • 
• 

, . '1 • 

• 

HE' efforts of Great-Britain' to reduce there 
United States being now alm'ofl: brought. to a 
~"riod; it is proper that the citi7-Cns of Amer~;l 

fuould lo()k oVer the ground thC'y have troddt:h. This 
· becomes necdfaryin orde that thcprcfcnt generation mar 

full comprehcn tIl" e two points which pofl:erity inJeed 
wil perceive at a fingle glance, but which it is of im-

• 

• 

· porta'1ce to !he. confciences of men to be weB informed 
of now. For certainly it becomes us to know that thd 
conteR: which hatheman£ipated our country, originatc.d 
w~th our enemies, and hath been by thein urged. on for 

"the' ptirpofes of dom\nation: whiie on <?~r part every {tel' 
hath been taken confifl:ent with poffible fafety to deprecate ; 
their vengeance and avert the calamities of "rare . 

• • 
• 

FOR the better underflanding' this important {ubjeCt, 
We mufl: take a curf9ry view .of the Britifh colonies before 
the· revolution, pJcvious to which it rna be necelfary t<?i, 
. make fame few remarks on the circum ance of coloni ... 
zation. This tho: it introduced new iricidents not to be 
met with in the antient hiftories of human affairs, neither 
-did\:>r could introduce any new reafon or new maxims of . 
juflice • 

• 

• • • 

· THE gleat princip'e therefore is and ever will remain 
"fin force, that. MEN ARE BY NATURE I-"RF.E. As :1.C

countable to him that made- them, they' mufl: be ,fo ; 
and fo long as we have any idea of divine jufiice, . He 
Inufi: alfociatcthat of human freedom. \Vhether men can 
part with their, liberty is among .. the quefiions whic~ haVQ 

· ~. A. . (txcrcifcd 
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nrrcifcri the :1hldl writers: but it i!i concedl·J -011 an 
lunJ!i, that the right ~n be fn.'c can n~y('r be illicnat(,J. 
Still I~(~ is, it pra&cahle for one grrcration to mortgage 
the pm'lIcges of another. The right of a {tatc over ~ts 
own mCl1)bers hath al(o oc>en brought into qudlion ; and 
there are not wanting authorities, to filew, that citizcns ' . 
'·h~ rc~ounce aile iancc'and proteCtion :11ay Ay from t~e . 
. ft·rrttones of the tate, and creel new 1I1dcpendt'nt go- . 
venunents in new countries. Be this IlS it may, the point 
is clear t}1at when the con(cm: of government is obtained,. 

, 

the iJ{dt"id'uals arc agai!1 in a flate of .nature' altke free 
eithc~ to fuhmit t a fociety exifting or to e , lim one, 
as their itltcrdl: r their inclination may- prompt. HCI'e 

then is the fituatidn of thofe who wcaric:d with the con
;t<!ntions -and opprtffions of the old world, boldly threw 
themfclves upon the protection .ot Providence to cxplOle 

. the new, and traverfCd the e~ean to inbab~t a wildcrnef! 
amid "'ation~ of barbarous foes. Thefe firft aJventun .. r-s, , 
. infpircd by freedom, fupported by indufhy, and proteCted 
by Hc~ycn, bl'Calne inured to toil, to hardfhip, and to 
war. In fpite therefore of, every obftacle they obtaincd a 
ku}ement ; and then t'ltrllCd their attention to.the (ccuri, ' 
of thofe equal r,ights for which the had encountered 10 . ' 
many perils and 'inconveniencies. ., '01' this purpof~ the • 
fr.amed independent confiitutK>Il" ; and theu.: ho''''!y'er di -
fcrent in form, were all infpircd, by the fame fi1irit, and 
all fOunded on that erernal maxim of frcc gonrnmcllt!', 
that no . (!an he bound by laws to which he 'docs 11()t 

COf1t~nt. Thefe, little fepublics tooll began to Aourifil 
wi~h- a vigorarrd beaut adequate to ~J:\c radic::al encrgy of 
their firft principle. f confequencc they became '" de-

. firable ohjeCt to. .that ~cnius of cntcrpri4&c which had 
:mimated the n1onarchic~ of EUfOPC'. On the other halld~ 
their weakuet$ r.(!quin.-d fome autrent trunk to fupport 
them for a while in the fiorm of'amhition. ' Our al'tcctiors 
therefore, ftimulateu by thei.r: neccl1ities, and {educed by 
anci~tit habits, and the remembrance of fOlmer ffiellJthips. 

'and ~("l1_nt:Ctioll> were eafily pre\'a~ed on to fubjtc1: thtll~-
felve~ W. the kmg of England,. 111 conft:q-u<:nce of hiS 

f',lernn p~omile to afford lh~rott8ion in common with 
all h'IS uther. fuhit~ds llgainll f{.jniUl torce anJ .il1ternal .. "" .... . 
"iokw:t:. The Uritiih co!onit;r, tIwll, unci-.r that, llame. 
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'\ftl'e 'in faa (0 many independent fbtes, whore only po-
litical conne!Hon Wl«1 t'.lcb othl!r and with the (eve,a! 
parts of the Britifh empire, was by means of a common 
foven:ign, It rGltowtd (rom th~ir natural an~ political 

. fi'tuation that this. conneCtion cou1d oot be permanent, 
and indeed the fabric mull have ,r.t~mbled to. pieces at a 
much earlier period if it had not b~en cemented by' the 
fatnenef. .. of manners and langua~, it ftrikill fill1l1ariiy 
of civil inftitutions, a contin\.lcd mtercourre or the·pul

ores of commerce and other circtimfiances of the like 
indo f~or the interefis of Great-Brililin and America 

were diametricaJly oppolite, whether we' confider. th(m 
either in a politic.al or commercial view. It- was for in
{lance the jnterell: of Great-Britain, that needy d'c~nJents . 
there lbould rebuild their lhattered fortunes here, and· the 
wealthy citizens,·of this country expend their property at 
the mehopolis. we lhouJd be obliged to take art 
in all their for defence tlr conquelt. 'hat 
our trade fhou be confined to their ports; and finally, 

. that they ihould have a ower by Jaws paffed in their par
liament to bind us in al cafes what{Qe\lcr ; and not ' onl y 
did ,the difference of inJ,ereih work to 'this en'd, but nature 
,had fo widely {epara~ed the two countries, that ii was" irn
poffible they coulci I~ng h~ve been jo)ncd together lIpon ' 
terms even of defpotlfm. ... 

, 
• 

FIC.OM what hath arread heen raid it mull appear, that 
as a free peOple we cou d not be bound by arbitrary 
alias of the pri~ce~ that by liill Gronger rearons we could 
not be bound by the m~re arbitrary-edicts of our fellow 
fubjeCls; :and of 'confequence, that altho' the prince· and 
our fellow fubjetl. fhouJd join againft US whatever force 
they might acquire, they could acquire J!O right· by the 

, union. But it wiU appear aifo, that we had on every 
principle a right to become independent, p:.lrli~ularly .f 
the crown lhould violate thafe contraas which 'formed the 
bafis of an union.' F or Jet us fuppoCe that when our atlce
flors quitted Europe, they went on.tbe gineral principle of 
dirclaiming alJegiance ~o and protection .. fi'Offi the ft!Y~ral 
ilates of which they were fubje&, or that they can4 hitht!f 
with the permiffion of thofe ~ ... tes, and even under a con
'fraCl wjth the king of En;rlanJ. AJld when they arrived 
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enald~edindeprndcnt 
, by ag~~ • 

• • WU'·lnRrwoven an . 

either 
• 

or'tfle contrafi remains 
that' had Ulu-' . 

"fer (ubmition, , that bar-
" '~nJrOrit·itJ., natur~ ~oid as to them;· , 

fh6fto 'at ~fl to ~ir ; 'and of con(e- . 
q~frOmtbe principleof' aU &ce the contraCl: 

, . witl:ftillm.ult •. And. ~t being tvkk,\'t t~ coun-
• . ~ I)~~ o"ly had i10t~ : but re2l11 could not, (on free 

• 

• 

pritlCip~) any p<>litical cOlloetlion but the prince--
, . '(0 • ·excrcijed in the rffolution of England de"': 
· , " , lince, and ge' , ashnitmf, ~tift necdfarily .. 
· ~lni' with j~ .the right, to .' which is above 

. . tiated.; .. ' . '. . 

• 

, 

, ' • , . ~ , . ', ' . .' 
, ~,Prc.'I£W()Us to the Jafl;w8r a few. aCts were' p:\(fcd in 
"Fnglandin(ringing on the liberties of America; aild but 

· a 'few for tbe two foll~{ngreafoas, Ilt. Bec3ufe Arne.' 
~ , was' at th:1t time ~ Objed ,'Of· "ery little" national ' 

_ .. 'ttention. ,2-dly. :aecauk 'thepoffi Ions ,'Of, the FMPch 
'~ ~~led 'them 'fa giv~ fuCh f;fteClua. aid in cafe of rupture, 

, that ,it wu imprudent to tempt us too far. Tticfe ads 
however were 'Ohf'yed, hccau~· tire reftraints were of no . 

· ,. great -conrequei1C;C; and, becaufe we were 'too fcnfible of 
. pur wea~ne{s to be fully, fentiMe of our rights, or at leatl 

to e'them., But during the cour(e of the waI\ the 
weight and magnitude of America' becai11C l'ifiblc ,; and at 

· 'the t~ilo great objeCt was (<< at leaf} kemcd to be) 
olnne¥cd to the. crown of Britain. On the 

other band, we had felt. our own fOlCC, -and ~re relieved 
from a '.neighbour whofe views at' that time cnunped our 
growth and-rcprdfed our dfons. The cORfequ\!nce of this 
ch~ge was inftandy perooVcd. Gse3t-Britain claimed 
Jevenue and d·:launion. We refilled theone, and di{puted 

other. , ' . 
• , 

• • , 
, 

TI1EbiCior1 which Co~fs gave io their addrefs to . 
. America of'Odober In 4, will on this occa1ion deferve 

our fcrious .attention. It is as follows: "Soon afler the 
cundufion of the l;:.tc war, there commenced a memorable ' 

. ", " • (h<lll,tc; 
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'Ill thi 
in the . fburth 

• 
• 

( l.1 
or thefe 
of the 

'. 1& the' 

, ' 

(J 

of ' 
If; the' ,IImIi,nl Grtat

, 

• • 
• 

• 
• 

• 

, . 
, B, a'fbtute 

a ti~~ , . 

• 

p~oVi- . 

.dt-
• 

and."...itt ~blB ' " marty rateS , ' dutm, to JJe 
'. inthefe colonies. . eilfprcc tbe 

It, pref~ribet • grdt humber of (e.ete-' ' , , 
· tufts I an4 in two reaidns,mik~, "dUtin¢tiGtl 

f,etWtCli.the in Gr~ai-Br;tol;, 'thole in Amtf;tII. 

, 

By ,the 'otie pe~altleS ,and. for.feituttsitictrrtttl there are 
· to .be ·in ,of the king" (ourts 'DI at . 
'~e~iilfttr$ ,C)r in, c~urt of ext~tI~ in 

.by tbe"cfthe~, the, penalties and (cr(eltUP.j:. ..•. 

· jx)urt 
the. 
• 

be .tenJvered in any court of record, or Itt any 
" '; or vice ~miralry, at' the eJeaion of \ 

, or pM~tor.. .' . . . , 
• •••• • • 

• 
, , 

T~I:inhabttaftti of there' colot1.ies, . ill t~ 
of G~t-Britain, 'w,ere (cateely alJowed , 

b)·lcciiveand COdfidetth~s aCt before another,. we:l 
·k~aw.n 'bJ ~he nlille of the ' " 'all.. lind ' in diC.' 
fi(th~r of . .' ~t . . 
By thll Aatute the' bercifed in' tbe'moR: '. 

· explicit a P*'er us. extending, the. 
jarilditlion bf . of·' , 'yice .' in 
the colonies to matters' arifi"g . the body 0( a-coun~~ 
and dirc£tai the numrioul ' forfeitures thereby 
infliCted 'to 'be . in tbe ' .' 

• 
• • • • 

, • 

• 
IN the '~a taX usby ~a 

cfbbJilhing feveral new fees in the In the nat, 
the ftamp aa w:iI ; not becaufe it was fOunded 

• , 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• t 

an'. . ' but as the repealing aa' rcci~ .. 
bccaufe the· ~, thereof' would \Ie. . WIth,""'; 

• 
• 

~' many' and might be of con~ 
". to the 

• • 

4' • P • , . 
• 

, . 
• • • 

• • I • 
• • .. • • 
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,. tbat hi' 
... the 
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• 
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• 

I 6 ,J 
• 

, 
, 

and by a rubr~qumt aC\ iHVlS declared, 
in.parlaamcnt of right had power to bmd 

colonies by ftatutes in all-tafes what .. 
, . 

• 

• 
, 

• 

IN the fame jur another a' was paired, (or iPlpoling 
,ab:S and , ill there colonies. In this ftatutc . 
the. " . the tenlls of ~iving and granting, 
J' befought majdly that -It' might be enacted, • 
~c &c~" : But frOlli a dC!Claratiop in the preamble, that the 
rates and duties ,were ,~ in lieu of" fcveral otheragranted ' 
'by the ' ,firft befOl"C' mentioned for railing a revenue, 

, ' and frQID other expreffions it appears that thefe dutid 
were intended for that purpofe. .' " • 

, 

, , 

, 

, 

• 

, . • • , , 
, ' 

1M the next year, [1767 J an aei was made." to enabJ~ , 
~, his majefty to put the cuftoms and other duties in 'Ame
~'rica under the management of commiffioners,' &c." 
And the king the!-eupon ereB:ed the prefent expenlive 
~oard of commiffioners, for the exprefs purpofe of car-, 
lying into executio~ the feveral aas relatiJlg to the 're\'enue 
and trade in America. . . ' • 

I " '. • 

AFTER. the repeal of the'{bmp aa, hi·; a~in re- , 
flgned ourfelves to pur anc~nt unfufpicious s'ror 
tbe paren~ ftate, and anxious to avoid any controverfy with . 
her, in hOpes of a favourable alteration in fentiments and 

ures, towards us,' we did not. prefs our .objeCtions • 
. nft th~ above mentioned ftatutcs .made fubfequent to 

, 
lepeaJ~ 4 

ADMINISTRATION, attributing to triAing caufes a con .. 
that reaHy proceeded from generous motives, were 

in the fame }~ear [1767] to make ·a bolder 
periment on the p~tictlce of America. 

, -
By a flatute commonly ~all~d the glafs2 paper and tea aCt" 

made fifteen months after the repeal of the ftamp act" the 
commons of Great-Britain refumcd their former language, 
and agailLundertook .to " give and grant~tes ~nd duties 
U to be paid in thefe colonies," for the exprefs purpofe of 
" railing a revenue to defray the charges of the admini
h ftratiol, 9f j u!lice, the fupport of civil government, and 
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, 

, 

• 

• 

• 

, 

, 

• 

, 

, 

, 
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dominioM'~ on tbis continent •. II deknd' . the 
• 

The and incur~ under this 
aretobe 
tidne4in the 

in the fame with lbofe . aas. ~. . 
• • , , • • • • • , . . .. . 

• • 
To itatute '(0 

quiJlity then univerfal 
in the idion 

tending to difh.wrb the ~. 
the colonies, . 
Doler. ~ • • 

• • 

. , ". ' 

• 

Ey.. flAce the malting ~ pre(ent peace, a &anding . 
aHny has '. in 'dM':fe coJoni~: from for . . 
the mother the inno~tion was ~ot only I 

. but the . gencranymade 
for troops.. ~ ': .' • 

!. THI of the tovince of New~York. 
paOed an aa of this kin,. but dilfering in fOlile 
from' the d,ireaions of the act- of . t in ~ 
fifth ycU of this reign, the boufe of in that 
colony was prohibited. by a i in' the fdlion 
rnentioned, Jrom inaking any bHl, order,. rc(olu~ion; or \., . 
vote, ex~pt for. adjour.ning or chufmg a until· 

. provition Ihould be m1lde by the faid affembly furni1hing 
• the troops wi.thin that plovince not only w~th all ~ucb IIC- . 

, . . as were requi~ by tb~ Ilatute which ther wac 
. cliargtd ~itb ~if~ying:, i)ut alfo .with thofe ~ulrcd b, 

. ~o other fubfcquent ·ftatuteS, WhlCb ~ere dec1a.fcd to be . 
, in forc;c until the twenty-fourth of 1769. 

, 

• • • . , 

. ~HE8lt 'fi2tutes 'of the ~ 1767,-levived the appre .. 
henhons and that had fubfided' on the 

. fep-al of the t and amidft jlift fears and 
jealoufies' thereb : . a ftatute was made in the 
next year [1768 to eftabliih courts, Qf admiralty and vice 
admiral on 3 new modeJ, exprefsly for the end of more 

• «oye. ing of the t*riaJties and forfeitures in~ 
• fljaed by -acts Of parliam~nt, framed for the purpofe of 

nifmg a revenue in Amenca, !ce. . 
, ~ 

• 

THE immediate tendency of there ltatutes is, to fub
vert the right of having a in Jegifiation, by rendering 
atrembJies ufelefs; the right of'property, by taking the 

of the colonHb without their confent; the right of ' 
. . \rial : 

, 
• • 

• • 

• 
• 

, 

, , 
, 

• 
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, , 

'ma1 by by fubAituting in their place trials in aAS· 
iralty vice ralty courts, where lingle judges 

- 'holding their commiffions during pleafure;. amI'. 
. unduly to the courts of, common law, by ren-
dering the 'lldgcs totally dependent on the. crown 

, 

for their (; aries~ ., :.-
• 

, , 

. HESE tutes, not to mention many ot rs ('xc • 
i~gly exceptionable, compared one with another, 'will be 
~n? not only to form a rc~ular fY~II1! in which every 
part has glut force, b~t alfo a pertmaclOus adherence to 
that fyftem for. fubjugating thefe colonies, that are not;' 
find (rom local circumftan~s cannot be rcprefented in the 
houfe of to the uncoiltroulable and"Ultlimitt:d - , . 
power of parliament, in violation 'of their undoubttd .... 
rights and liberties--:-in contempt of thei,r humble and 
repeated (u,Pp!ications. -

, . ' 

SEVER.1t as the aen of patliament before mrntionrd 
are, yet the conduCt Of adminiftration hath been equally 
jnju[lous, ~ irritating to this devoted country. 

, , ~ 

. UNDER. -pretence cf governing them, fo many new in
rutution~ unifonnly rigid arid dangerous hnc ix't:n intro
duced, as could ?nly be expeCted froin inc~nfed malhT~~ . 
l'orcolJe8i the tribute or rat~er the plunder of conqucrw 

• provinces. -
• , , 

• 
. By at:l order of the king, the authority of the corn ... 

mander in chief, and under him of the brigadia gt.'n<'rals, _ 
in time of I<lee, is rendered fupreme in all the civil ~o
vernments in America; and thus an uncontroulabJc mili
tary power isvefied in"Qfficers not known to the confH-
lution of thefe colonies. ' 

• 

A LARGE body of troop!;, and a confiJerabJe 3fi1l:lment 
of ibips of war, have bN:n f::nt to affiil in ,tak.ing their 
money witho~lt their confent.. . 
• -

EXPENSH'E an,d oppreffive office .. have bCen multiplied, 
and the acts of corruption indufirioul1y practlfl:d [0 Jiviue 

deftroyt . 
, TIll 
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.of and vice admiralty (otJtf4t , 
to their falariel and foci from Ih. 

lobe by ves. 

, ' , the are imVIW'emJ td 
break open and en_ hou(C'S without the autho'rity of 11111 

, ~i"i1 fou.nded on legal information. . ., • • • • , ' 

ll1rtOls of rts or cOIliman law have been ma<le eft .. 
.... titel, depc~ent on the crown for their ~ommiffions. an4 
'falaria, . " ' , , 

• 
, 

A coulli' has beeh eflabtilhed at RhoJe-IOand. {or the 
puqiofe of taking colonifts ta England to be uitd. 

, . 
HU"But ,lhd rea{on ble petitions (rom the repre(enta· 

liyCl of .the people, ,ha.ve been frequently treated with 
rontemp-t: and, ,a!fcmblies have been repealedJy and arbi .. 
traril1 (uROlvcd. . . ' . 

, 
• 

, FROM fome lew inflances it wiJi fi.61cietld , . 
, on what of judice thole ~jR"oJ~ions 

ap,W!2tf 
beert 

founded. ... 
• , 

THI ttanquutitv of the 'co1onies hay again 
difhubl.'d,,·'a5 has bC.en mentioned, the of thd 
l'eaf 1167, the of II' fecretary of fiace, 
In a Jetter to' govemor Bernard,. 22., 1168f 
C'enful"es the " of the haufe vet 

, for''' refolvi~! upon a of (0 i a nature, 
" as that of wri to the other coIonie~ on' (ubjdt, 
" of their againft fame ,late acb 

, "ot parliament;" then decJalCI, that" his majdly con.. . 
" fideI'S, this fiep aJ evidently tending to create u~war .. 
• , rantable ulmbinations, to excite an unjuftifiable oppo-
U fition to the" , authQrity ~f p:lrJiament j" 

ami " it is the· pleafure, that as 
'\ u (0011 'as.the coort is ~gain ' bled, at the tim~ 

., pre{cribed by the , you lbould require of the 
. U hou(e of reprefentatlvn, in his majdly's narne, to re

." fdod the re{olutidll. wbich gave birth to the cit-tutu 
.. ~ , B " letter 

• • 
• 

, , , 

• • , 

• 
• 
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• , 
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• 

• 
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• 

• 

• 

• • 
• 

• 

• 

• 

[ to ] • 
, 

, • 
CI )t.tter from the r~krr, and to declare thdr dif:lppro-
" bation of and diflCnt to th.1t ralb and hally proceeding." 1 . 

• 

. "IF the new alfcmbJy fhould rduft: to comply with hi' . 
cc naajeftyts' rca(onabJe expectation, it is the king"s .plea-

. " Cure, dw you t'hould inunf!diately dilrolve them:" , 
• 

THIS . letter being l;tid bd'ore the hou{(', and the reCo
hation. not bei~ reftindro according to order, the affembly 

. was ddTolved. A Jetter of a fimilar nature was ft.nt lct 
other governo~, to procure refoh.ltions, approving the COI1-

duel of the rcprefentali\'cs of Maffachurdts':'Bay, to be 
nfcinded al(o; and the hotlft..'S of rcprcfrntativcs in ocher 
colonies¢ufing to comply, their aficmblies were diffolved . 

• 

• 

TH!S! mandates (poke a language to which the cars of. . 
Englifh (ubje8s had for, fev~ra) $Mer.ltions been ar'~ngcrs. 
The nature of afi"cmbhcs 'Implies a power and fight of 
deliberation t but thefe commands, profcribin the exercife 
of judgment on the'proprkty of the' requi Ition! made, 

• 

Ifft to the a«CmbIies ani the election between dictated 
(ubmiffion, and thrcaten punifhment: a punilhm~nt too 
fo~nd~ on no pthcr aa than fuch'as is dct'mcd 'innocent 

. in fiaves:---of agreeiri in .. petitions for «:drefs. of 't.:-

, 

• 

,... 

• 

tbat eq uall y affi t aU _ . .: " 
" " I • 

, 

. I hollilc ~nd unjuflitlable in~ali('ln of the town of 
Boilon (oon followed thefe cvc;'nts in the lame yt:ar; 
th' ugh that towny the province in which it is lituated, . 

. an all the colonies from abhorrence of a con tell "'ith' their , 

patent ilate, permitted the execution even of thofe fbtutcs 
againR: which they fo unanimoul1y were complainiJlg, rc- ' 

, m~nilrating ~nd fupplicating. I 

• • .. I .' : 
I ADMI~IST.RATIOr.:, dc:"tcrmim'd to fubJue a fpir,it of 

fretdom which Englilh minilkrs lhould have rejoiced, to 
chcriih, entt·,ed into J munopolizing combil~ation with 

\ the! E:1ll-Iudia company, to fend to this conrint'nt van . 
, qu ntitic!' of tea, an article on which a dut ' was hiJ by 

a f!:.ttute that in a particular manllL'C attach tht: Jiht-nit:s 
of America, and which tht'rt'fore the inhabitant,> ut' tllt'le 
coloJlic£ had rcluJ. ~J nut to. 1m pOI t. The l'i.l!!!() it lit to 

Suurh-
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Soutb·C:·~linJ \fI' flored, and not ~lIowcd tn lie fold . 
{cut ,N Phi and Now· York were not per-
110 be Jaoded fent to Bollon was ddlroyt:d, 

ouu(e autcbln{on wo\\ld not Cufkrit to be rc-
, 

• ON the intdlIgtnce of there tran(aClloJ\S arriving in 
, Great-Britain, the public fpiritcd town lall mentioned 

was (anlled out (Qr'deftruGtion. and it was determined the 
it to lhouJd partake of itl fate; In the o 

of tbenfore were the Itts for 
up the of Dofton, fring the mur-

delen the' of MaJrachufetti-Bay, and chang-
o ing their chartticd conftitution of government. To ~n

thefe aCts, that province is again invaded ty a fleet 
and army. '. • 

, 

To mention thefe ou I'2geoU5 : ng!, is (ufticicht 
to explain them. For though It is pretentJcd that the 
province: of MafUchufetts-Bay bas ,been particularly dif- , 

~ Or~at.Britain, yet in truth the behaviour of 
the people in other colonies, has been an .. al "op."... 

• c(' linon to the power afi'.umed by parliament." No flcp 
however has been takcn ~na of the rdI:. This 
artful co~a conceals fcveraJ It i. ~xpeac:d 

• 

that the province of achufetts will be· irritated . 
into {ome "iolent action that may -difpleafe the rdl of the 
continent, or that lJ' .... y induce the people of G . Britain--' 
to approve the' m~jtattd vcngeanoe of an' pruAent and 

'cxafperated miniftry. If the unexaQlpl~d pacific ttmecl' 
of tbilt prpvince fh,,11 difappoint this part of tht p)an~ it 
is hoped the other colonies 'wilJ be fo far intimidated as to 

dcfert tt\cir brethren, fufiering in a comman c~u'e, aJhl 

. th.lt thus difl4Ditcd, all way be Cubducd. ' 

To, thefe another flUe hali been 
purfued. 'In the f.:lJion parliament lail mentioned, ,.m 
icl was ~atred (or changing the govcrrunC'u[ oS (.tueb..'"C, 

. by which'aa the Roman cltbolir; religion, iuIl<:Jd of heing 
lOlt'(;1tcd, a!o ilipulatcd by the treaty of pt:.lce, iii c:lt.lbJit ht-Q ; 
.. nd the ~ople the~ .... rc ,ut' ri\'l"d of a right to all :dli·:J1biy • 
~ri.:.h b,\' j1.4I" ~nd t~c n;lifh L:w!. in ",i· .. il c;&s :uo 
, 13 2' .tI.J(,,!i(ht~a 
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• 

• 
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• bt.HOted; end infl:cad thereof the JaWs are efta .. 
bli1hed; in direct 'VioJatio~ o(his ife ~y his 
,"0 a1 ']lraclamltion, under the faith many Englifh .. 

. tu ~~s fettled if! that province j' and the limits of that 
province arc extended fo as to cpmprcbend thofe vaft re~ . . 

·ons. that. lie adjoining to the northerly and wdlerlr 
of thefe colotties.. .. • • 

• 

• , 
• 

THE author! 'Of mrs arbitrary arJngcment flatter them ... 
~eJves, that tbc' in~3bitan~s de~rjved of libc!1r, and. art

. Jully' provoked. agatnft thofe of another reltglon, will be 
. proper . ipftruments for in the opp ffion' of fuch 

flS differ frOm them in the . of government and faith, 

, 

• 

• 

FRO'M th~ detail:"f faas herein befote recited, a~ wdl 
from ~utltentic intelligence rere,ivoo, it is dear bcyolld 

doubt, that a re(olution is formed and now carr in~ into' 
execution; to extipgu'i1b .the fretdmn of thefe ~o omes by 
(ul~e~ing them 'to a defpotic govenuncnt. 

• 
• • 

F o~ the'ft'd~s of there. . t e Cf.)ngrer. .. of 
America; inRead of flying to .nn~; which, hOWC'V<:f jutJi
hable., would not perhaps have been wifc t and wbich ttl'
tainly oqght as much as poffible to be avoided, p'r-ef('n'ted 

.0 petition to the which after . n notice of the. 
feveral . 1egHlativc he.me meiltionl."tf, 

. proceeds lhus.~--"To a fovercign who glories in the • 
I ~ariiC of Briton, the bare recital of thefe .atb muil,' we 

prefume, jufiify the klyal fubjeds who lIy to ·the foot of 
his throne, and implore his clemency for proteCtion againfi 

. them. . ' 

• 

• 
• 

. FR.OM this defiru£ii\'c f"fiem of colony adminifiration, . " ndopred fincc t:he conclufion of the laU war, have flllWt·J 

fhole difueHcs, danp:rs, f('~r? and jealoufics that over
"helm your m;Jjdty's dutiful' C'olomtls with atBiClion : 
and we dt:fv our moft fubtlc and invt"tcrate enemies' to 
trace the unhappy differences between Gl'('at-Britain and 
thefe colonies, from an e~rlier p::riod, or frQm other cautes, 
th~ll we have affigncd. Had tnc), proccu.lui on Gur own 
part from a n:ltlcf." )e\'iry of temper ~ u njufi impulfes of 
ambition, or ~;:;~:l [l.!gg;dliom of [cdi:t<.Jus perron!>, we 
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. . , . 
" _is ' to' tis ~iftente iii • 

• 

. die ,of -oUr' " n.ve 

, 

~ 'tid, hlbit. ' . . . ,be ' 

if ' 

·born the of.Jree., 
i1tidif ' 'aufpites, of 
~i' ()tl the Bri~ 

, ahd; "':nation 

• • . your 
th.re ~( yo~'r , 
rit»t bat your' 

• • our 
l 

• tom 

, 

. '. 
Jt fIO'tr '. , 

, 

• 
, , 
, , . , • , 

. ' . '. • 

, " . Th .. 

• 

. ' or , 
. ·.ave of lmerty aftcf 

)he . fm at . our po-
• . h;' which· we 

• 

• • ". tan_. W'e ~Jd DOt' to mncat eeJing 
. ., as an, and the we do, 
• woul.cI ~ By ,iving this faithful in:-

, 

, 

• 

• 
• 

I 

fomiltioa, ~ do ~t power to the gr~at 
of '.' . the . of your go-
. and the Wfl)fb:e' of ,our 'people. ' .', 

• • , . 

Dth'Y to your and regard Cor the prcfervation 
fjf ' 4&Da our the obligations of 
~atun and focittV, : ,us to r royal at~ 
~ ; and as "your enjoys the ·difr.nCtion , 

of re1$ning over ' . ~an~ua~ of 
free,men cannot be dlfpleafing. ,our roy,,} IAdlgnar.on, 

.... ·c hope, will rather faU pn thofe dcfigning and dangcroUi 
• , men 

• , , 
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. ,w~ dariftg~y interpofang theptfelvel between you, 
royal pc.f{on and your faithful fubjC:as, and for feveral· 

. PaA inceifantly enlployed to diffolve the bonds If 
. by abQting your .majdly's. authori~, mifrepre- . 

y()Ur American fubjeB:s, and pr:ofecutlOg the mo~ 
defperate and' irritating projeCts of ,. .haveat 
lcnp, compelled' us by the. torce of t • lated ini~ries,. 
too '~~-ere to be any longer tolerable, to lftw.b your Dla-
jedy's'repefe by oQj" complaints. . 

THESE fentimen~s are e"tarted from hearts that rimcl\ 
more wi~lingly wo\~ld bleed in our majefly's Cervices 
Yet fo great,ly have we been mi reprefented, that a ne- . 
ce$ry has been alleged of taking our propCTty from us 
without our confent, ,. to defray the ~.arge of the ad-

. minifi:ration of juflice, the {up rt of civil governm~nt, r. 

and the defence, protection, an (ceurity of the colonies." 
~tlt we ~g leave to afI"urc yQ4r rna'efty, that {uch pro
viGon has bee~ and will be made or (tefra in thetwQ 
hrft arcicles as has been. and ~11 be Y. t e legiO •• 
tures of the {everal colonies juft (ultable to their re-

. fp:eB:ive circumftanccs: and for the defence, pr9teaion, 
and fecurity of the colonies, . .their militias. if-properly 
regul~ted, as they carneftly defire may imrt1~iately be 
~one, would be fulJy fufficient at leaR: in times of peal"e i 
and in cafe of war, your fai.thful coloniils wjll be Tfad)' 
and willing., as ever have been when conflitutionally 
required, to demon their' ty to your majcfty, by 
cfcrting their mofi: ftr,cnuous i,n granting (upplie~ 
and railing fO!ccs • 

YIEt.DIYl;G to no Britifh fubjelh in affe8~nate at-
tachment tu your Illajt:ily's perCon, family, aqd govern
ment, we too de~r1y prize the pri\'ilege of exprcffing that 

by thOle proofs that are honourable to the 
prince who receives them, and to the people who give 
them" ever to refigll it to any body of men upon' earth., 

. H.ul we been permitted to enjoy in quiet the inheritallce 
1cft us by our forefathers, we ·thould. at this tim' have 
been peaceably, cheerfully., and ufdully employed in re
commending ourfdvcs by every tdlimony of dt'votiun to 
yO;!;- m01jcfiy ~ and of .. ~llcl~:ion to the fi.;!te flOm wIm:!" 
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.e aer~Ye our origin. , But though t10W expoteJ to,un" 
{cenes (liards by a '. ~xpt'&.1 and 

with that 
• 

• 

in luidance on all im· 
we have tberro •. with filial reverence, 

truftedt and therefore can derive no ihftruaiori 
in oUr prefen~ . and 'perplexing circumlbnCelJ, 
from ah former, . ; yet, we do'U~t not, the 

our intentions and the integri of our conduct 
'UI at that grand tribunal fore which aU 

muG fubmit to judgment.' . 
wiJl 

• 

,WE alk but for peace, Jiberty~' a d rarety. We wio. 
bot a dimin~tion of the prerogativ , nor do we {olicit 

, the grant of any new right in our favour. Your royal 
authority ovet u. and our connexidn with Great-Britain, 
we thall always carduJl and zulouRy endeavour to (up-_ 
port and maintain. ' 

. . , 
I . 

FILLED with .. tcntimen~ of duty to your ltJajelly and. ' 
of aff'eCtion to our parent llate, deeply imprefred by our 
education, anll flrongJ)': confirmN 'by our reafon,·· and. 
anxious to' evince the fincerity of there dirpofitions, we 
'prHent this petition only to'obcain redre{s of grievancen" 
and relief from fea .... and jeaJoulies O<:C1.fioned by the {ylltm 
of btutes and regulations adopted fitlce'the clore of the 
laft War for railing a revenue in America---extendifl,g the 
powers of £ourts of admiralty and vice admiralty.--trying 
penon! in Gaeat-Britain for ofi"ellces a~leged to t;e com
.mitted~in Ametica---affetling the'province of Malfachu-

• 

{etts-Bay~--and . the governin~nt and extending 
the'lJmits of ,Qyebec: the abolition of which f. em, 
the harmony:betwttn Great-Britain and thefe co onies,. 
fo 'nc:cdfary to 'the ~ppine{$ of both, and,Co ardently de-

· . fared by the latter and the Ufuli intercourf~ will be im-
JnaliateJ . In the magnanimity and juftice of 
your and parliament cop fide for a redre(s of our 
other griev~ccs~ tru' • that when the cau{es of our 
apprehenfions are. our future conduCl will prove 
us not unworthy of the we have been 2ccU'ilDmed, 
in our happier days, to enjoy. For appealing to that Being 

· who fe-arches. thoroughly the hearts of his creaturr .. , we 
fo1cmnJy profe(s that our councils ha\'e b~n Iflilut'IKetl 

h\· 
• 

• 
• • 

, 

• 

• 

, 

• 

• 

, 

• 

, 
• 

• 



, , , 
• 

• 
• , 

• 

• , 
• • 
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• , 

, , 
• 

by no~ther motive thaA a dread of 
:Rruaion. ('- ." . 

, , , 
• • , 

• 
I , • • 

, PER.MIT u~ then, moll graci&u5 fovereign., in the nam~ 
. .,., bf' your faidlful ,peopJe in A~rica, with ~ .Utm~ 
" . , to imp~ore you for the honour of Almighty God, 

" reI igion our .enemie~ are under mining; for yo'ur 
, ,~Iory. which can be advanced rendering your fub-

;. Jetls.,happ\' and them ; for the iuterefi-s of 
. yout famdy on an adherence to the principles, . 

that. it ; the fafety and welfare of your 
• 

• • 

and ~ominions threatened with almofi: una-' 
, ' 

da,ngers and dillre!fes, that your majefl: , as tha 
· farber, of your, whole pe?p~e, connect by the 

, ; " . • 'of .law, loyalty., faJt~-.,. and blood, thou$. 
, , . d~e!.hpg JD'vart9uS e<;,>untrles, will not {uffer the'tran-

, I -. (ceiid~t relation forilled by thefe ties to be farther vioJated 
',' . J~ uJ1cc=~jn ex , ,of effeCts, which if attained, never 
'" 'c~~' ' . .'far\tbe calamities through which they 
't ... -.m~ II1'rined., '.1 '. '. 

• , - f .' . . " . 

.. ; :' ',' Wttbere(ol'c,lt1oft earndlly befecch Y0':!r D}3' efiy, that . 
• ' yo~r royal authority an~ interpofition ma be. u ed ~or our I 

rehef, and ~t -a gracIous' anfwet mayglVen . to this • 

• 

• • • •• " petltlon. ,... • 

• 

• 

• 
• 

• , , 

: THA" your maj may enjoy f?very felicity through 
a and glorious reign 'over loyal .and h~ppy {ubjc:d,;, 
and, _ your defccndents may inherit your profperity and, 

, dominions till time {hall be no more, is, and always will 
. be our finccre and fervent prayer." • 

• , 

• 

• 

• 

, 

• 

BUT as the king of En land wa~ not bur only op- _ 
ponent, but as it were the ly of our fehow fubje8s who -
had taken upon themCelves to claim domiRion .over us,--- , 
and as it is a mdanchol truth that to. make men rea{on, 
they. muft be rr.3de to fee ,---fo the: CongreCs to. iaduce the 
people of Great-Britain to recede ,from their extravagant 
~emands, did, for themCelves and their coni!ttuents, agree 
and afi'odate ai follows, to wit; 

• 
• 

, 

, 

• 

• 

, 

, 

"FIRST • II 
• 

• 

• 

! 
, . 

• 

• 

• 

• 

I 



-~. --· . ,. , , ',:- ",,' ,'," -. ", . • • • • " '. . '. • · ' . , • • , , ' 

, 

• 
• 

• •• • 
• • , • • , • • • • • • • 

, 
• , . . , , 

• , 
, , .. , 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 

., 
, 

-

• 

· '. , 

• 
• • • .. 

: :CI 
f... ' ' 

, 1 . f, . l' 
• 

, 

.·-That' '~d. after the· fir! day of' D,
,WI;,wi,J,I, JlOt ,impoft;into BrilijDAnuric.,. frooa 

. ,any· ',.. .or 
" anY:', . any '. , , 

. as- ' 
. '. ' ; 'nO, will. we after day jm ... 

.*. ' any part of t..~~ ~~rldl nor 
.paneJes,· coffee" ,or pimento, .fro~ 
or fJODl D,m;nw j norwin~ 

or· the· ern' illands; nor fo~gn' indigo. .. 
, , . - . , ' '. *' •• '. . . ' .' , ." , . 

. . 'I •..• 

'~'S.CO .. qLY, We wiU.n~ther n6r putchafeany 
Ilave •. . a ftc.· the Draby of her next j after, 

· . . ' '". 'wholly difcontinue the nave trade, 
.' .:iriD 'neither. '. 'in it 'nor will we 
~ - hUe our nor Cell 'or 

. to . ~who' it. ' , 
• • , .. 

• .... ' .,. . . · -:, . . . 

, , 

\ 

it~ .. ~ As a.noD~rumption agrcell1en~,firjaiy 
~ will be: an . (ecurity for ,f:>brcrv~tion' 

. w.e, as above, . .and , . 0( the" 

• 

,~t 'day we will not or ufo 
on . of· the; or • 0 · ay 

, 

OIl .& . been or be p:aid , and 
• • 

• • • , 

DO!' , . th_ 
o 

·were 
·as 

• 

of . we will npt par-
.,em ;' nor will we, 

forOruaduusJ pmchafe 0(' u(cany of 
qrmen;bandize, ·bave not. to 

. we'ihallloow or have' to (ufl 
the Iidl day of Dtttlli/J"., exccpt;fuch 

under the rules and c· 'of the ten'th articlct 

. 'the firi 
otuk 

• • 
·.lDy 

mcntioneJ. . ' . 

• 

• • , 
• • 

". F ova. THLY The defire we have not to 
'lKIr fellow jn Grttlt-Briltlill, or~' 

• 
IIlJlUI, UI to fuCpend • -
. .da, of.Sepumber, IS; which time, 
liB • .and ' of .as me Britijb 

are not we diteal or· 
iridireCtly, eXport any or oonuuodity . :-
(neVer to G,.,al-Brita,,, rllaJ, ot the '''!II-Inmls, excepc 
,~cc to E"rope." '. ' 

. C .Asp , 

• • • • 
• 

• 

• 

• 
• 

• • , 

• .. 

• 

, 

• 

, 

• 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 
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• 
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• 

• • 
• 

. \ • 

~ .' AND to· and explain the ·~a(on9 of n1t:t~ 
(ure, . they . an a.ldrefs to the ~ople of reat~ 

. Britain. read ·the hiftory of" there it'anC .. , 
actions in it future age~ will perhaps be aftonifiled that 
afterthedoefign of our enemies was Shu! clearly 
no taken to (ounteralt To 
fuppofe t~at they would give up the plan fotegularly 
formed and fo deliberately undertaken~ without the moR: 
cogent , wa.~ c;crtainly abfurd. War therefore . 
fhould have been conf~rt'd as inevitable, and enry pro-

. . vilion made (or i~ by JMge importations of cloathing and 
military flores, . as well a$ by n.egotiationa with the rival •. 
of GreatDBritain. ' • 

• • 
, . 

THESE things however were not, only neg1eClcd f 'but 
the direct com~ary ro~d y.ras puifucd; fo that the. war' 

· Icall found us In a fituatton far more naked ·and unpro
vid than was natural to us. In anfwer to this however 

• 

it is to be obfcrved , that mank.ind rearon '(rom thdt 
feelings. That we Jcallyatta:hcd to Great-Britain, .. 

• • and fought only to be united to ber, if it were pomble ta 
be {o, without the total proftration of all our ri h~s. 

~. This attachment in faa blinded us to our· tnteref s fo 
• 

,. tha~ a preparat!Qn for war, or. a.thl'eat of in. 
nee;, would have treated the moR tiolent ·ferment • • 

• 

. (whatever may have been their private Ccnti.. .' 
ment~ 'were then, as at prefent, under a neceffity of con .. 
forming to the' popular Qpinion. ',Great reliance was 
pl:a.ced opon the clemency of the prince, the juftice of the . 
people, lind theoommncial interdts of the empire. Be .. 
fides all this, war with Great-Brit.ain was a moft ferjou5, 
ohjea. It would hav.e ~,. fuch to any . power. ~n earth. 
Succe'fs was at leaft highly doubtful. 'the ,contcquence 

, 

• 

• 

tu ljeClion.. However clear might be the ri~ht of re 
liftance in cafes of abfOhlte neceffitv, . it feemed to be , . 
highly proper, that thisneceffit fhould clearly appear 
before the previous ftcps tn reli ance were taken., On 
the whole. j.t was perhaps hardly juftifiable to appeal to 
arms while the remoteR probability remained of obtaining 
without thc.m the great objetl of pt:u:e, libt:rty and f~t~t)' • 

• 

• 

IT • • , , 

• 

• • , 
" 

• • • 

~ 

• 

) 

• 

, 

, 

• 

• • 

• 

, 

• 

, 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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. IT, .... in : .to thcf~ teniiments, that on the 
, Jltiulf 
, • • . the CongreCs wrote a letter to 

, 'to .• mca'fures lendj,~g' 
( \-p, 

• 
, 

• 
, . 

-
• 

, 

• 

• 

, 

• , 

, t and at the 
that be advifed' 
, IUs excel-

," . . J) 
iill,to' 

• 

".1. ~. 

• Jais now ftationtd ' 
in of fat 18 can ' be' conf~nt 

, the of the town; · with 'dadr . 
, 

, ' every 'violation of his ma-
or' any inrulc to,hit troops ;:and' that they 

, pertev ID the hne they are now 
, OD tile I' , 

• , , , 
, , 

" , • , 

{olved 

having given it as their opinion,' that -' 
on the tenth of M~y then next, dif .. 

011 the ' Oaobei. " 
, , . ' , 

...."" . 
, , 'IT appes'sthat,WhiJc: were thus folicitous (or peace, 

· , our, had " . . unalterably; 
for - lhe letter, Of' '1ord J ~pnouth to general Gage • 

• 

• 

• 

,does BOt appear,; the of the i of the 15th 
· ' ~ 1171" COiltainS the conyiClion: , He 
lays" ' _(c Y lordfhip's idea difarming certain pro- ' 

• 'Y' :would doubdefs be ' . witb prudence and" 
(af~ty , ,but it neither ii, nor has been ' without. 
having IC'QUrie to force, and being of the country." 

, 

-
, , • , . 

THEla confequent coDduC\ fully oonfonantwith 
thil gcueial plan; ,fGr-the tothtking received no 
other'nOlict to be thrown on the table. of p.rJiament 
among the maCs'of • papen, by which his intention 
to take part with our fellow fubjelb. againft us was fully 
dec:iaaed. His nUniftn:J avoWed the determination too. 

UI to the aa. they ~ ; a~ a very 
force was fent out fOl: that purpofe. In the 

month of February, a rd'olutioD was agreed to on a mo-
tion of one of the minitlers, which was at thattimc called 
• motion; and which (allowing us to poffefs 
~ommoD and (pirie) was diretfly the rcverfe. 

· This wiil appear from the motion itfdf, .and from the (eniC 
tf the {econd Congre!1i it.· -" The boufc in ~ COOl

• mltlc:e 
• • - , 

• .-
-

, • -, 

• 

• 

, 

, 

, 

-, 

• 



, 

, 

, 

• 

, 

, 

• 

• , 

, • • 
• 
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• 

ttee on the American papers, motign 
aiort propofed,. • ' 

. ( " .-
, 

• 

, • 

, 

, and que~ 
r , 

• • • 

. "'THAT .. it is the opinion of thi. cOl1!mittee, th.at when 
~~ council an~. ,r,. or .grn~ral cour,t of 

, 

, 

of rul ' pluvlnces or . .colome. lD AIMIltll, 
, to plovifion 'acconling to the condition, . 

or fatuaiion of (ueb , or colony, (or 
'~eir tet theeommo~ ((ueh ' 

, propouioo to ~ under the "u~it1 of the ,~neral 
'. or afii:iubly of (ueb or , 

by parliament) and , engage to , 

, . &1(0 for the (upport of the civil government, and 
adlDiniltra~jon of juflice.in {ueli province or colony, it 

.... 11 be proper, if (u~h propofallbaJl be approved ~ his 
, and the two houfes of parJiilnaeDt; and for fo long 

~ asprovifion Otan be made accordingly, to fo~bear in' 
of (ueb prQvi~ce or colon , ,to lay, any ~uty, 'tax,

or ' except only (ueb uUes as It may be expe
dient to continue to levy r impofe for the reg'ul~tion of 

" ; the net produ of the duties laft ". 
to be carried to the account of {ueh province or ~ 

, . ". . . ' . " , • • • • , , . 

THa 
, I. deration, 

took the {aid· ~{olution in~o conG-
• 

thereupon of opinion, , 
• 

• , 

-

• 

. . ' 

THA T the coionies of' Amerio are entitled to the {ole , 

and excluftve privilege of giving and their own ' 
mOne,! that this invoh'es a right of whether 

, will make "any gift, for what p\Jrpofcs it be made, 
, {ball be its amount; and that it is a high betach 

of this privilege for any body of men, extraneous to their 

• 

• 

conftitutions, to prefcribe the purpo{cs for which 'money 
-:aw) be levied on to uke to thCUlfeJves the authority 
of' of thdr . circumflanccs and Jituattons, 

dCtclIllining th~ amount of the contribution ta be 
levicCI., . 

• 
• 

• 

THAT as the colonies poffcfs a right of appropriating 
their gifu, (0 arc they intitled at all times to C'nquir.e into 
their application, to fee that they be not wafieJ among 

. the 
, • 

, 
, 

, 

• 

• 

, 

" 

'. ,... , 

• 

• 

, 



• 

• 

• ... . 
• • 

. " .. • 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• • 

• • 
• 

, I u 1 , 
• 

• 

and corrup~ for the of undermining 
of .the g."n, yet to the civil 

, 

, ' '01: , with their Ii . 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 

. as thia 
br ~ ~qnJes ~Ii 
ilone, .1 to , . • 

cn,Ulryt. . It 
their giftl ruino"" U. . -

, to· 

. , 

.A ' .. 
• •• an 

• 

be 

'01 

if Jeft 

, . 
, ' 

• , 

or or with .. hoJdjng 011&' 
.,. eXertion 

. , controuJ. 

how 
aocei and 

• • .1 Its 
J 'and all hiftory . 

for redre(. Of' arin'!' 
· ... bow p: 

, . 
it wOII"f~ to pan with (0 

, " 

a " 

• • • , • • -- . 
'WI are or opin~ ~. ill 

• • I. , J , 
if we 'dec:~ we Me_ to it, , we declare Without 

we, will ; the . of F)_lit, not 

bowinS , the • '. ~t Price. wiJ~ pl.~re to 
tbieir favour i If ., indIvidual ' 

bid and "Hlden'till find the 
.yiclity 'of 
are to 

too for ., to (;fti,fy, 
. into from their fiRer 

c:01oaies, the ' will, 
, h,.. 
Of. 

of eaf.a- - . or by an aJ tfu l 
anf~r_ • • 

• • ' . 
THAT the {u(penfion of the aercife of their pl£tcnded 

of . .c:xpm5Iy 
~th the continuance our gira, thefe rnuft be 
to that Co. no QPUieucc that 
a &in of "venue (ecurn a 'mum of 
dUty or di{pofition. , .On the .the par~ 

ilklf wifely to thil ehren-ariOn, ate in 
~ ifbed ptaaJte of granting their fupplia (t(\Q) y~ 

• ~ 'J'O-! on) y. , , ' 

• 

• • , 

• 
DI5I.au..., 

, 

• 
, 

, 
, 

, 

, , 

• 
• , 

, 

• 

, 

, 

• 
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, 

• 

• , 

, 

, 
• 

, 
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• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

-
• 

, 
, 

• 

• 

• • . " • 

• 

• 
• 

, 
• 

• 

. 'BallROU' and as we are fo confider tn tho 

• 

view" eve adv:mce towards:& . 
the ritijh' , let o"r bre~ 

ef Brillli" what been the 
. ~ men of free fpirits~ had even fair been 

lIS tbek . propofals we.-e with c:i 
iaf"lt an. , A togi've"ou~ mon~, 

. panied wittl large and fecllls addrcfied 
oqJ fears rather than to our freedom.. With what pa~ 

would Bril;m have received articles of frol1\ 
"ower 'on earth, when borne on ~ point of a bafon~, ' 

." military plellipotenwies ? , ' 
• • • • 

WI tbin~ the attetJlpt unnecdI2ry to caire uJ:Kln liS by 
. or threats our proportional contributiol)s to th • 

. when all know, and themfelvesadc.now
WIe have full contributed whenever called upOn ce 
in the charil r of fn.'Cmen. Ii 

I • 
• 

Wa are of opinion it is not juft that the colonietfbould . 
~ reqilired to· oblige thernfelves to other contributions, 
while Grliit-Brito;" potreffes a monopoly of their tra~e. 
This of itfclf lays ~ under heavy conttibution. To 

therefore ad<litional aids in the,roflll of a tax, is , 
In the double of ·their equal' proportion; if we 
~ to cOntribute equally, with the other pans of the etll
pire, let us equally with them enjoy free commerce with. 

, abe whole world. But while the reftridiollS on our trade . 

• 

Aut Co us the refources of wealth, is it jufi: we fil~uld 
bt.-ar all other burthens equ.tly with tho~ to whom everf 
ICCourcc is o~~ l __ . 

, . 
W I conceive that the Britijh parliament has no ri~ht 

to int~nncddle with our provitlollS for·the fupport of Civil 
govcrlllrient, or adminiftration of juflice. The provifions 
we have m3d~ are fuch dS pl~fe ourfdves,.-and are a~rteab)e 
to our own clrcumftances: they anfwer th.~.fubftanual pur-' , 

of g<>vcrnment and of juftic~, and other purpofes 
thefe thou Id not he anfwercd. W t: do not mean that . " 

our people thall be burtbencd with ,opprdi\'e taxC'S, to 
provide fane cures for the Klle or the wicked, under coloI'lr 
of providins for u civil lill:. \Vhile par)i~ncnt purfUQ 

, dKir .. 

• 

• 

, 

, ) 
• 

, . , 
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• 

• • • • 

or civil goVt:rnment within their own junr .. 
. we alfo hope to purfuc ours without molciltion. ( .... 

• 
• opinioa, the unra-

it' . only a of the 
DOt • of the right to WI 

too it does not to repeal the (everal 
for· the ~ idhaining 

aDIf' the JOvern~t of one m 
, extending the boundaries and the 

·of ; enlargin, the jurifdiaion the 
or ~ and vice admltalty ; taking &om d 

of trial a jury of the.vicinage, in card 
both li~ pro; us 

countn6 co be "ied for crinunal ofFence. ; b" 
the· murderer. of. c:oloni4s (rom . f 

aDd 
Nor 

(oldie,s on'us in of profound 'peac.:. 
renounce the of (u{pending our 0WIl 
and legiOating for us the ... felves in all 
On .the . to mean Db dif .. 

of iDj~l')', they pars.as at the Vert ot 
out propofition, for 'the cwnmerc:a 

· aDd. of .the provinces of and for 
the· trwle of omer coloniel With :' 

aatioas, and with other ... This proves u~q .. i .. o-
ally mean not to n:linquilh the 'actcife of iodif. 
.. legiOuion over UI. . 

• 
~ .. 

U POIf the whole, this propofitioli (<<IUS to bave 
held up to the World, to it into a beJief that there 
was ~iilg in difpute' UI hut the mode of . . 

; and _t the' having now been fo 
.. to . up this, tolonies are unreafonabJe' not 

y fatidicd: whereas in tmth, our adverfaries ftiJl' 
-claim a right of lid /i~illUllj and of taxing .-

ves to the full t of their dtinand, if we de 
DOC : With it. This leayes us witho!-It any thin, 
we can propeny. But what is of'more importam:<, . 
and in chil keep out of figli£, as if DO 
. {uch point was now in contal bct1A't::en us, • 

• 

lil?ht 10 alta' our chartt.rs and ~bli~td laws, lrave "I 
· WIthout any f«urity for oW' livq or libc{~!. The 

. . . ...., . , pofiti~ 
• • 

• 

• • 

• 

• 

• 



• 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• .. 

• 

• 

, 
, 

• I •. • 

JI 
• 

• 
• 

I 
• 

, 
• - -

been calculated more rticu ... 
lull' fatal ffCurity our well-affeCt fellow 
on the other fade the water, till time fbould be 

siw:n fer * of thore arms; which .. Britijb 

-

would . y reduce the . 
« fOIllo( A"",,;cll to unrefcrvcd (uhmiffion.'? 

• • 
• • 

-AT 
have that the propcfi-

, tiara coa1cl fatiaf'aaory, or that they couid har-
IMNr a that it "ould be rc-jcded with contempt; 
yet left not be the -cafe, no opponunity was 
ner to try the dlicacy of it: for on the nin«:t(,tnth 
ctf APril, die fatal. blow was flruck at Lexington, which 

the . The lufona are apparent. Their 
. foac: our gave them unbounJed contidl'flC(' •. 

«(Ilain of viClor. The fup
US equal), «(I lain of «feat. Palp;t Ie there ore f&J 

• 

was .. ti~ of the motion, it was not 
at d~r in MOl" might 1"1 

mit ua of • I fhould, tht" eooil 
aDd the. Juftic:e of our fcJ10w might have 

to t our deftruaion.· 0 time! 'therefore 
WU to the lbft in putting that to. the iffiae of alillS, whi("~ 
would not bear the tdl of It wa.s ho~ trl.:t 
~ of our cau(c d be hidden b our in.\bil~:y _ 
to {upport it J and their ufurpations difgui and adurn~d 
by the of {utcefs.. H~ then commences a new 

• 

- • 

THa u'nprovo~ holliJit~s at Lexington 'Ie fire a! 

• have been expeCted to the inBama-ble ifpoflti.JflS 
. : : America. The caJl to arillS W3'5 

, and popular ~ounted almoll to frenz .. 
the (0 fudden and fo~ibly excitc.:d, dai y 

more he joys of victory by dc'g~t:Cs 
the mourning dirge. \Vi(e and good men in

a d dKmCdves to affuage a tempdlt the bound~ ami 
of whore violence neither wi(dulU could fOIl..lee 

nor ftrtue confin~. The putizan Grral.-Brif:lin (f,)r 
It as it may (eern, fuch there ere) min61t'd With lOl"lr 

fcll()w c;itizcns and in~u{lciouny gave il f.1vour.;.ble tu' 11 to 
tlll\\ 

• 

! 

• 

• 

• 

,... 

• 

• • 

, 
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• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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, 
• 

1&. It was not pt'rbapt impomblt 
tID haft flayed the: . (woni.. But n tho 

people h:td coUeClid 1 to prevent a 
the lib: Injtariel~ upon the arrival of the 

Howe it was ckttJlnincd not to • 

(pint to ~ . "a. n«elr"ry. 
fOr the of' Ion. Af Bunker', aill a 
, sad blood,. rae, ifice WI .. mlde to the god of 

..... LeI the ·alb of violence fbould be auri-
-, « to an other of the many caufes 
which aM which , the (riends of our entmit~ . 

. were t and in order to in~imidate the ' 
of into a mean and fubmiffion, a 

~ was rent the miniftry to of the 
· bum'" the paper: 

• • 
• • 

II THAT it i. eamdlJ, hoped by all the rn}.(riends of 
the Americanst ' that the ex r~fied in the n:folutioR 
of the 2o;th of FcbruUf laft, wi , be accepted by IlIt~ 

. . who have the leaR afFeBion 'for their king and 
, or a fenfe of their own intereft. 

.. HAT are hOJK)U(""b1e for Great-BriCliIl 
and (afe 'for the colonies. 

" THAT if the colonics are not blinded by fac9ion, 
tbefe ",II l'trpove ever relative to ~axation. 
~ be the of a eompa the colonies and the 

country ..... · ,. . 
" THAT the pie in Ambica ought, on ~,., confi-

deration, td be atis~ with tbnn. .' 
.'" THAT no furthn' relaxation can 'be admitt~d. 

, 

" THIl ttmper and fp'irit of the nation are fo much 
aein~ . . that If it the in~ntion of admi-
niftratlo~ rhty could not carr., the quefhon. 

" . BUT adminiftration have {lO fucb· iutEntion, u thty 
are full, and filllll, per{uadcd, that further 
would be ipjurioUi to the colonies a.' well at to Great-
Britain. . 

" THAT there is nol the laIt p.~bmty of a 
of iMlminiflration. 

" THAT the are po-tfeaty uni~ in opinion, and ck-
aCl'lllinN to PUI ue the moil ctfl:CtwJ aae:W and to ute 

. U ~ 

• 
• • • • 

• 
• 

• 
• 

, • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

, 
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, 

, 

• , 

• .. , , . 
the' whole fo c - the kingdom, if'it'be found neccllary" 
to reduce the rcbeJliqu5 and' refractory provinfts and co-
lonies. -

, 

• 

, 

" THEIU is f6 gtt'at a (pirit in thC1 nation againft the 
'Congre(", that the people will bear the temporary difueffc5 ' - , 
cf a ftoppage of the American'trade., ' 

, 

" THEY may depend on this to be true.'~ '-
, 

, 
• 

THE condua of the Con rrr" at this time wore vcr\" 
much the appearance of pufil animity, for after the Lex'. 
ington battle, while it was expelled that the troops from 
En land would arrive at Ney.r-York, the city and county 
of ew-York, applied through their delegates for advice 
how to condutl: thcmfelves j---;upon which it was 

, , , 
• • 

" RESOLVED, That it be recommended, for the pre .. 
lent, to the inhabitants of New-York, that if the troop's 
which ,are expeCted lhouJd arrh'e, the faid colony aCt all . 
the deft:nfive, {o long as may be cOilliflent with their fafelY • 
and Cccurit .: that ,the trQOps bepermittcd'to remain in the ' 
barracks, 0 long as tttcy behave peaceably and' quietly; 

, but that they be not {uftered to erea fortifications, or take 
any fieps for cutting off the com~unication bc;tW\'en'the 
town and country; a~d that if they ccmmit hoi'lilitie!\, 
or invade private, property~ the- inhabitants ihould defend . 
themfe1vc;s and their property, and'repeJ force by fi'rcc: 
that the warlike' flores be removed from the town: tb;it , 

, 

, 

• 

-

places of reupr, in cafe of neceffity, he providt:d for the 
women and ' i1dren of New-York; and that a {ufficilllt 
number of e be embodied, and kept in confl~nt r~'adillds 
for pro~...ajng he inhabitants from in{uJt and injury." 

. , 

• 

, 

• • , ' 

BUT it mufl: be remembered, that :Jfairs were then in a 
very crjtical fituation. Hudfon's rivc.;r, which hath bcen 
:confidered as the key of 'Amc:,rica, was in the power of ' 
-the y, if they chofeto take it. The people of th;lt 
colony were much divided in {~ntimcnt; th~ miniHry h.uJ ' 
1l1any partizans among them, excited by the hopc of ho
nours and rewards j many {rom a ft:ar of impending 
danger; all were apprehenhve of the conft'qUf'I,lCCS of a 
war which n~afon and former experience ft,j-"uJ to fhew 
muft rage in the bowels of that country. On the whole, 

, . , tht'fIJon:, 
. ., 

, 
, 

, 

I -, 
, 

, 

, 

, 
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• 
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• , 
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, 

J • it7 • 
• 

• .' 
,thelcfore, it was probable that the efforts of the enemy 
would be t .. rned that way, ~d that' t co"nfels might 
produce I. ferious defeaion. . The of the Con-

may "h~n be confidcred· ~ wire and firm, for im ... 
after, they . . '. ( 

• 

• 
• 

~ 

· U RBSOLVE!) unanimoufly, That his. majeRy's moft 
faithful (ubjeCts in thefe COlonies are rc-Juced to a da~lger
ous and cratical firuation, by, th~ auempts of the Britifh 
• to into .execution, by force of arms, feveral 

and oppreffive ~cb. of the Briti{b parlia-
. tor laying taxes in ,America. to enforce the co!-

Ied:ioll of tbofe taxes, ,and for allering ,~nd ch~ngi ng the 
conftitution and internal of fome of there colonies, 
in violation of the and civil 'rights of the coJon,ifh. 

• . U HOITILl1'lES ~io~ aauaJly in the Mafi"a-
chufeiu-Bay, by theJJmifh tF~pS un4er abe.command of 
gellel'al G~, and the Jives of a number fOr the inhabitants 

, 

of th~t colony the town of Bollon having not 
'onl been long as a garri(oned town in an clle- . 

, • (ev'erity-and cruelty not·to be juftLfied eve.n towards declared 
~eolies i large rc*inforcelUe~ts too being ordered and (oon 

-

• 

• 

• 

for the dedaud purpare of compcJJing.thefe co
lonie-' to fubmit to the operation of the (aid acts j that 

for the exprc(s purpo(e of fecuring and defending 
there calonies, ~d preferving them in (afety againll all at-

to ca ..the {aid aas. into execution by force of 
there c oniea be immediately put into a ftate of 

ddi:nce. ~ '. . .. ~ 

" BUT, ~·we ~ofl ardentl wiih. for a rcftor.ltion of the 
fonnerly fubfiQing tween our mother ,countr 

and colonies, the interruption of which mutt, at a I 
events, be e~ceeding)y injuri~us to both countries, that 
with.a fincere defign of contributing by all the means in 
our power, not incompatible with a juft regard for the un
doubted ri&hts a{1d true mtercfh of theCe colomes, to the 
promotion of this moil defircable ccconciliation, an humble 
and dutiful petition be prefen~ to hi, majdly. ' 

~, R£SOLV ED, That meafuret be entered into for opening 
;to negocitltion, in order to aCCOl.f1U100ate the unhappy dif. 

- . . D l putC:i 

• 
• • 

• 

• • 
• 

• • 
• 

• 

• , 
• • 

• 

• 

, 

• 

• 
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. putes ruhfHling between Great-Britain and there colonies, 

and that this be made a part uf the petition to ;e king. 
. "RESOLVED unanimoufly, That the militia of New-

York be and trained, and in confiant 'nels to 
at a moment's warning i an~ that a number bf men be, 

Immediately embodi~ and ktpt in that cjty, and fo difpofcd . 
of all to give-protection to the inhabitants, in cafe ait -in-. 
ful.t fhould be offered by the troops that may land t ere, 
and to 'prevent any attempts tbat may be made to gain 
pofieffi(Jft of the cit,., and interrupt its intercourfe with . 
the country. . 

",. RESOLVED unanimouRy, That it be n:commended to 
the' provincial convention at New-York, to perfevere the 
more vigoroufly in .pr~pari for their defence, as it is'very 
uncertalll'whcther'tlJe ,clfde3vours of the Congrefs, 
to accommodate the unhappy differences betw(:cn Grcat-

·,Britaill .. and the colonies, by conciliatory meafurcs, will be 
{uccefsful." , , 

• • 

No country perhap!\ in the world was ever in a mdre 
dcJicatc fituation than America at this period. InfQrmcd 
'and difcerning minds faw the mofi miferablc fcrvitude on 
the one hand; and on the other, that they mull be-Hrip
peel of property, and fl1:lcr an ignominious dcath,·\\Iithout 
fuch ~ coincid~ncc of circumfi,lnces as nothing but PIO¥ , 
vidence could acC'omplifh. The faw one of the moil . 
pewerful nations upon tarth, W ou: fleets covered the.· 

. oc~n-.--whole fla~ had waved ill triumph thro' the four 

them; at the fame time, Am~nca waswllhout IpS, 
· without arm~, without clothe!<, without money, without 

officer!>, without. difcip.line, .without a lingle '£'Jrtification, 
a very COli iiJc:rabh: t".ict ion ready to join her enemies, 
t'xpofed thru' an imm~nfl! frontier to the irrul'tions of 
fava!!e trib\.~. whofe- )uCt of, plood wa!' e.hlily fiimul.ltcd by 
all, the art .. which an ·mfceling' inhuman policy l'oulJ 
dictate j while.l herd of l).1VCS were urgnl by the illli~ious 
offer <Jf frc.:cdorn, to pl'JIl;e an aCfaffill's dat;ger in the bo
fi>m of 6orw:lbc fi:cu'lty. In this clitis, howncr,' it 
was cktc:rmimd to rilk every thin~, r:ithlr than tamely 
fuhmit to the )'ok~; hilt, 3[ the fame time, it' Wd., II~~ • 

, c:tff'lJ y to .1\ uiJ .1lI 11, UI .. h ,IS poiliblc ~i'v in.:; an oJ.u-Ol til lhe 
. . p\.:()pk, 
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. hy the 
, On the 

the following 

difplay Of their' CO!l'plntiye 
ulr, 177S, the pu-

• 

• • • • . . , I . . " 
• 

CC' IF it wu ' "or who fxerci1'e their nal"on, , 
to believc; that the Divine Author of our cxiftence in .. 
tended •. part of, the " race, to boW In abfolute . 

in, and an 'unbounded ~r ~nt marked 
out 'bi, infinite ,and wifdom, .as the o~eas of 

, ' ' a ' 'dOlllination never . however 
. and' thei' . 

• 
• , 

• 

• 

, 
• 

, 

• 

• 

• • 
• • 

• 

, 

• 

• 

. might at . require fiCAal th~i parliament of Britain 
fome eYiclente" tbat this d.-.lfvt ~thorit1.. bas 
been to that body. But a re~itncefor .. great 
CreatOr, principt~ of . the. of com .. ' .. 
mon fmk, J1luft convince , who· refleCt upon the . 

that government·~ inftitutcd to . the 
of mankind, ~nd to ~. . for the 

.that end. ,,-he of Qreat-Britain, 
. .; . e by ali . . for· a \ 

. not only unju~6able, ,but· whith .they know to be pccu-
. liarly: the very c.onflitutlOn of that kingdom, 

and. of . in any mode of contt1t, where 
'reganl .Ix had to :·truth,. Jaw, or right, have at 

1 JcDgth. thofe, attqnpted to eff'etl their cruel. aDd 
impolitic of cnOaving there colon~5 b, vi~lence, 

, 

and have rendered it ' for uS to clofe with 
their laG- rearen to aUlls: Yef, 
blinded that ~,. be,' b· their . rage 
for ~ fo to ight juilice and the opi .. 
nion of kind, efieem ourfelves bOund by 'oblig:~I-
rions, Of .~ the reA: of the world" to Dlike known 

.the juflice of our cali (e. . 
h OUR forefathers, inhabitants of the inand of Grco:lt-

B . left their native land to feek on tht. ft .. f},<.r'·' .i 

for civil and religi.ous freedom. At the C;' p~ ~ .: 
of.' blood, at the hazard of their fortull~, "":,,o .. t 

c~rge to the copntry from which th: y n·r..\· ;".t!. 
bv unceafinl labour and an uncollqucrabfe f?iri't, (,'\ y 
dt;a~ {etdcments in the diftant arid mhofpitabk- w:·.j~ 'II' 

A~rica, then filled with numerous and wadi .. I.f! It· , ~ 
of ~biUia.us. Societie~ or governments, vdIed willi :' ; -

ket· 
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, ' 

Ia legillaturt'Sj wire fomv:d charters (tom t~. 
.. cwowu, and an ballllQnio'U5 intereourk: was efbbliilied be., , 

. ' the; col~!es ~d the.' froft whi(;h thc!y , 
. .terivN tbeaf onglO. The benefits of this unioq 

in a iliort time &0 ~xtraordinary,. as to excite 
tc is univerraUy confdred, that the amaZing 

of the . ftre~gth,' and ~~igation of 'the 
ar_ thiS fouree; and the mmiiler t who' fo 

wifel, ,ana fuccefsfully dirtacd the meafures,' of Great .. 
in the lalle war, publicly declared, that thefe co-. ~ 

_in .her to triumph over her enemies. Towards . 
·theconduflOn o! that war, it pleafcd our fovereign. to. . 

.. a change tn his £OunCels. From that fa~ IJlO-
" 'FDt, the airain of the Briti{h empire began to faU into 

maw and gradually Biding, from the '(u~mit of 
, to which , had been ~ . 

• 

, 

, • 

• 

• • 

• 

virtuet abilities of one'man, are a~ lengt,h 
tty t~ convulfions, that now (bake ~t to its deepe& 

The' new mini{lry' findi~g the brave foes 0(' • 

Britain, though y defeated, yet Rill c:onttnding, " 
took up the idea of ~ranting them 'a hatty . 
peace, and of t~n (ubduing her faithful friends •. 

• 
• 

, 

• 

• 

" THESE devoted colonies were judged to be in fuch a' . 
as to prefeilt ,{iaori.cs without'~toocHbeQ., ~d an the 

emoluments of fbt\l,~able pluJlder~ .The wain~er-
, ·, .. pted te"or .. of ~heir peaceable and refpeafu! behaviour ' 

from th~ be~inning of colon.ization, their dutiful, . zea- . 
Ious t ~d uleful ~rvlccs tbe war, though fo re-
O!ntly and ampfy in· the . honourable . 

. hy hismajcfty, by. late king, and by parlia-
u.ent, could not fave them from the meditated innovations.' 
_ was influenced to adopt the iciou~ proj<:8~ 

and affuming a new power o\'(r them, in the courfe . 
",,--'.; ~ eleven years given fuch dccHive fpedmeJ\s of the fpirit 

and c;onfequcllcc5 atteqdin this ~wer, as to leave no 
tJoubt; concerning the efl' s of acquiefcence under it. ' 
They have undertaken to give and grant our money with- " 
out our conrent, though we have ever cxercifed an ex
clufive risht to Jirpofe of our own pror:rty; fiatutes h:1\'e 

, been paned for extcndin the jurifdu~lion of .courts of 
. ty and vicc-adlllir' ty ~ond their ancient limits; .)' 
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us Of the iIOCuftomed and ineftimab1e pi- ' 
• ,_ ' 0 ,j in cafes . _ both life 

i fo.r' the leaiJlatW'e oneot die co-
;,., aU' to the ~pltrd'u 

• 'I . 

, .the form 0( p-
" , &p(Hkureci by 'of itt 

COM. ukCd'!tY the ~rown ;.' (or ex-
of ~oDifts from 'trja~ aod. 
; for el'cai in a 

.tbejoiDt " 
to ' 

, upon the 
... :altO been' molved ' 

-thc 
: • '. . WI H;lIJmUnm., 

to England to t,e tried. , 
, ihoul4.e ' our injuries ·ill .... I. 

• 

I, 
. that parliament cc 

u~ i" .0 tofts P What 
us enoll~lOuS, fo ,. I 

, 

,0£ wbo aft"wne it, ii chofen by us;: , 
to oUr cOnti-out or but 00 the 

,NOta 
Oris 

are all of, the 

,,',.",..1 
'an iCvmue, not dive., .... 

6bIe for which it -is" wouhl 
• own In. .. , 

, 

CUd. W. faw, the mifery to 
would &as. We for ' 

, and the throne as • we . , 

, 

We with 
• de c t Iangiaagc. 

cc ADMINllTaATION, that we , 
': as 

Beet. and IUUiet to enfolfC them., I 

roofed, it is true but 
01 a yirtuou.~ Joyal, and 
of : from the United 

.It • on the fifth day'of 
We rd'.lmI again to an and 
to me and alJ'o our 

in the 
, 

do, rent 0YtI' ' 
. of 

was the i.n
peopl,e. A 
. was af- ' 

, . 
petItion 

fubjeC\s of 
We have purfutd every 

~un:; we have even to break 
4)IU' touulla~,ial intercour(e with our fellow {ubje8s. 3i • 

.' ' the 
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n::mon upon e:rrth fhould, fupplant our a tachmellt to li
bert" This, 'we flattered ourfclves, y.ras the ultimilte fiep 
of t le controvcrfy: but fubfequcnt event,:; have lhcwli, 
how vain was this hope' of find ing moderation in 'O\lr 

• enemies. : 

• 

" S~VERAJ, threatening exprcffions againfi the 'colonies 
were inferted in his m"jcity's fpeech ,j our petition, tho' 
we were told it was a decent one, and that his majdlrhad , ~ 

, been'pleafed .to receive itgracioufly, and to promi1c laying 
, it before his. parliament, was huddled into both houfr:s 

· among a ~undle of American papers, and there ncgldltd •. 
, The I rds and commons in their ,addrcfs, in the month df 
Ft:br\la y, faid, that" a rebellion 'at that time aCl:ually cx

lined within the province of Maff"chufetts-Ba ; and that 
· thote I. in it, ~ad ?ccn cO~llltcnanced a d enco,!!:-

raged by wful combmatlons and engagements, entered 
into by his . /s fuhjcCl:s in feveral of the other co-

. Jonies ; .and therefore thcy-bcfought his majefty, "that he " 
would take ,moi\ effectual meafures to inforce due obe-
dience to laws and authority of the fuprcme lcgiflature." 
Soon after ' commercial intercQurfc of whole olonies~ . 
with foreign countries, and, with each othc~,.. wa Cllt_ off 
by an act" of parliament; by another, fcveral of them 

,were entirely prohibited from the fi£hcrics in the feas hcar 
their coaHs, on which they always depended for their .fuf'h:- . ' 
nance; and large reinforcements of {hips and tro ps were 
immed~iatdy (ent over to general G.age. . , ' 

" FRUITLESS were an the entreaties., argumchts, and 
eloquence of an illufirious baml of the moil diilinguiili(;d 
peers and commoners, who nobly and flrenuouOy ailertcd 
the juHice of our caufe, to fray, or even to mitigate the 
hcedlcfs fury with which thcfe accumulated and unexalll
pled outra<rcs \vcre hurried on. Equally fr\litlefs was the 
intcrfercnc::; of. the city of London, of Britlol, and many 
other rcfpc8able towns, in our favour. Parliament adopted 
an infidious mana.:uvre calculated to divide us, to cHahlifu 

· :ql.crpetual aua i(la of taxations where colony fhould bid 
:!gainll colony, all of them uninfor\nt.'d wh:lt ranfom fhould 
rc.lecm their lives; and thus to extol t from ~I~, at the 

, point of (hc bayonet, the unknown fums ,that fhoulJ l,c 
'fuffil:i<.:nt to gratify, if poJ1iblc to gr~~tif)', millifl.cri~l ra-

. p.\Clty, 
, , 
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• 

• 

, 
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pacity, 'with the miferable indulgence to us of ~'aifing, '! 

, jn our .own mode, the' prefcrib.ed What terms 
'\lOre rigid and' humiliating could bcCn diCtated by 
,culorfelefs ,viCtors to conquereij ? In our cirtum-
nances to accep~ them, would be to rerve them. , 

e;~ SOON, after the' igence of proceed.ings ar ... 
rifled on this' G' Who.in,the courfe . , 

\ of the laftyear had town of BoRon, 
i.n the province of. , .and fUll occ"picd 

- it as a garrifon, on' , 19th ~ay of rent' out from 
that place a large, t of his , 'who made an 

'.- unprpvoked aifault tm' the inhabitants ·,faid, rovince" 
" at the town,of Lexington, as appears the a davits of 

. a ' ~umber of perfons, fome of 'were officers 
, 'of that detac\tment, eight of the 
inhabitantss,and wounded many From thence the 
,troops , warlike array to town of Concqrd,' . 
where fe~pon another party of the inhabitant~ of 
the .fa.tne province, killin feveral woundin more, 
until CQuipeilcd to retre~t Y' the 'country peo Ie uddenly' 

, affem~f:d to repel this cruel aggreffion. Ho ilities, thus 
c9Qlmencccf the Britifu troops~ hav.-: been fin'ce profeN 

cuted . without reflrd to faith or reputation. TM 
. inhabitants of Bofton bemg confined within. that town by 

the general their governor, and having, in order to pro.. ' 
cure their diCmi6ion~, entered into a treaty with him, it 

.' was ~ipulated, t~at the raid inhabitants having depofited 
their arms wit~ thei~ own rpagiR:rates, fuould have liberty 
to depart, takmg with them their other. effeCts. They 
accordingly delivered up ~heir arms, but in open violation 

, of honour, in defiance oftbe obligation of treaties', which 
even favage nations 'eiteemed f..icred, the governor ordered . ' 

. the arms depofil:ed "s aforeCaid, that they might be pre~ 
.ferved for'their owners, to be feized by a body of foldicrs; . ' 
detained tile greatefr part of the iilhabitants in the tOWJI, 

and compelled the few who were permitted to retire, to 
leave tlleir moft valuable effeCts behind. 

" By this perfidy wives are teparated from their huf-
bands, ch,ilrlrcn from tl' ents, ~he a cd and the fick 

, from the r relations and fnends~ who wit to attend and ' • 
comfort I 'hem ; and thofe who have been ufed to live ill 
plenty a~d even elegance; are reduced to deplorable diO:rcf!l .. 

. r~ . , " THI~' 
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" ~rHn general, further emulating his minift-erial maf,). 
ters, . by a proclamation bearing date on the ~th day of, , 
Ju~e; aft~'venti grofiefi: faifehooos and calumn es 
agamfl the people of thefe c<;>lonics, proceeds to, . 
'" declare aU, tither by name or def~iption, to bci. 
" ,rebels and t . to fuperfede the courfc of thi com~ . 

. . ~~ !Don law, thereof to publiOl and ordel'the., , 
" ufe and, ife of the law martial," l!is ,troops have 
butchered our Cpulltrymen, have wantonly burnt Charles~ . 
town, betides ~ conltderable number of houfes in other 
pl~es; om:fhips and vdfcls are' fdzed; the ncccffary 

· fupplies of .prolV.ifions. are intcrcep~, and he is exerting' 
his utmofi: power to fpread deftruC1:ion and devatlation . 
around bim. . . '. . '. . 

. '" Wjt have received certain intelligence, that general 
CartetOft; the gaver or-of Canada, is infti ating the people 
of that province, 3 d the.lndian~, to fal upon us; and 1"", 

VIC have but too much rcafim to apprehend, that fchcmes 
have been formed· to excite domettic enemies a.gain{~ us • 

. In brief, a p~rt ofthefe ,olonies now feel, 'and aU of them 
. are fure 'of feeling, as far as the vengeance of adm1nHlration 
can inAia them, ,the cQl1\plicatcd -!iala01ities of fire, fword, 
and famine. We are reduced to .~he a1ternativ~ o( chufing 
an unconditional (ubmiffion to the tyranny of irritated 
miniflers, or refiftance by force; The latterrs our choice.' 
We have counted the coft.of thi!: contcft, and find nothing 
fo dr('~dfuJ a~ voluntary flave' ~ Honoui', jufiice, "and hu
m<m:/.) forbid us tamely to 'rrender' t~atfrcedom which . 
we received from our gallant :t\ncefiors, arid which our . 

· innocent pofterity have a right to receive from us. \V c ' . 
\Cannot endure the infamy and guilt of rcfigning fuccceding 
gc'nerations to that wrctchcdnefs whi~h inevitably awaits 
them, if we bafely entail hereditary bondage upon them. 

" OUR caufe' is jutl.. Our union is perftct. Our 
j nternal refource arc grdt, :and, if nccc«'lry, foreign 
affifi:anc~ is und btcdly :tttainable. \V c gratefully ac
knowledoe, as (J nal infianccs of the Divine favour to-o ~ 

wards \1S~ that his Providence would not: permit liS to be 
cal1cdinto thi~ffc\'erc controvcrfy, lII~til' we were grown 
up to our preft'ilt ftn:n!!th, hat! heen prcviouqy cxcrcifcd ~,' 
in warlik(! operation, ;nd pof!.dll:l1 of the means (-)f Ik
fen.ding ourfdvcs. ,\Vith hcart~ furtihld with thelt.· :lni-
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· 1n;tt"{llg reRe::Clions, we moil . nly, hefore God and the· 
· world, D.EU.An E, that, . ng t~e Utinon c:nergy ?f 

thore powers, which our . Creator hath gmcl-
• 

'QuRy ~ftowed upon us,~the we have been compel1ei.l· 
by ourencm.ies to anilme, will, in defianc~of evert 
Ilazard, with unabatirig firmnefs and perfeverance; employ' 
for the prere~ation of our liberties ;. ~ing '."ith one min<l 
rd~)lved to dte freemen rather thall to hve {laves. . . . 

. u LusT this declaration ~ot,;ld difquiet the minds of 
our· friends alld.fenowfubje~s iJ\any p~t of the emp~re, 
we ~Ul"t! them that we mean.. not to ddTolve that UbiOll 

which has fo Ion 'arid (0· happily fubfift~d ~tYleen us, and . 
which. we fiil<:ere.y willi to ret reftored~ N~effity bas not 
yet dnven us mto that defpcmte meafure, or induced us to 

.excite an othel' nation to war . them. We ha·v:e 
not rair. artl\ies with ambitious. of feparating (rom 
Great~Britain, . and eftctbliLhing . ftates... We 
h$ht not .. for glory or for conqucft. e exhibit to man .. : 
kmd the remarkable {j c;:le of a people attack(:d by 

. unprovoked ··enemies, without any imputation or. even 
fufpicion of offence.· .111ey baaG of. their privileges and 
civilization, and yet profer no milder conditions than: 

· . fervitude or death. . . - . 
'" 'IN out own native land, inde(en<!eof the freedom that 

· is our birth-right, and which ... we ever enjoyed'till the late' 
• violation of i~---for the proteB:ionof. our pro~rty, ac-

• 

. quiroo foldy by the, honeft induftry of our fore-fathers and 

up arms. 0\ e fballl~y them down when hoftilities fuan 
.ce-afe on the ptlrt of the aggreirors9- and aU danger of their 
being r..:newed fuaU be removed, and not.oefore. . 

,1. WITH an humble confidence in the mercies of the 
fuprelne and impart&a! judge· and ruler of the univcrfe, 'i.'le 
man devoutly implore his divine goodnefs to protect us 

. happily through this great conRic\-, to difpofe our·adv~r.
{.1ries to n~concmation on rcafonable ~e.tln9, and thereby to 
relieve t.he em}>irc (reIn the calamities of Givil war." 

• 
• • 

'\VHRRr: the nff'eClions of mankind :ared('eply interefi-ed, 
· they are nor· eafily IprevaHed on to relinquifb the objed. 

Reafon in vain oppofes her feeble barrier to the torrent of 
. paffipn. Naturcz w}ll be heard:· {he fpeaks to the hc,\n: in 
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the tenderdl, mof! pcrfliafive language, ~nd {he cannot 
fpeak in V'ain. . Tho' it was evident as the fuk, thnt the· 
king and pa!Iiam~nt of Grcat;..Hritain h~ld determined 

· never to'lhcathe the fword, but up,on the ul1conditional . 
fubmFffion of America tothe.moO: humiliating b.ondage;, 

in a delirium of their·. fmmer attachment, the Con- . 
prepai'cd another petition ·to the king, and another. 

addrcfs ~o the people of England. Strange as it may fcern y • 

• 

his, neverthclcfs true, that notwithfian~il1g all our in- . 
terrfts were dearly Ol~pofcd to the meafurc; fiilt a con
llcCtion with the people, and fub 'caion to the fovcrcign 
of' Grcat-Britain, were confidcrc as the moil: defirablc of 
human events: for it may truly be affirmed, t.hat next to- . 
the Jove of liberty, loyalty tq his prince, and 10\'c of his 
fellow fubje8s., . were the ruling pafiions of an American's 
bofom. The prophetic language contained in this peti .. ,-. 
tion and addrcfs is rcmarlcable ; and altno' it w~s treated 
by our~ncmies wit~.thc fall'!,e contempt as our {olemn pro-

'. fefiions not to fubmlt to theIr tyranny,· yet naw that, the 
. heat. of . the chafe beiIl{S abated, a cool momeI:1t of re
.:flection prdfes itfcl~ upon them, ·it is probable they 'will,. 
w.hen too lat~, give to both thei~ fuare of credit. . 

• 

• . , . 
ON ·the 8th of July, 1775, the petition was'.agreed on 

in the following words : . . ". ' 
..... ... ' . 

• 

" Mq/l gracious SO'lJertign, . 
(4, \VIi your majcfi:y's fubjetb~ ()f th~ colonies' of Ncw

Hampfhire, Maffachufctts-~:ly, Rhode-Ifland!;> and Provi
dence! Plantations, ConnecHcut, New-York, New-Jeefey,.· . 
Pennfylvania, the counties of NewcafHe, Kent and Sufiex 
on Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North-:-Carolina, and 
South-Carolina, in behalf of ourfelvesand tpc inhabitants 

• 

of thefe colonies, who have deputed us to rcprefent: them 
in General Congrefs, entreat your majefiy's gracious at-
9:etl$ion to this our humble petition. -

" THE union between our mother country anci thefe 
colonies, and the energy of mild and jufi government? 
produced benefits [0 remarkably important, and afForoeo 
fuch an affurance of' their permanency and increafeo that) 
the wonder and envy of other nations were exci.ted, while· 

tlh.'y 
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they beheld Great-BI'itain rifang: to a power the mo(t e1C· 
tr~ordinary the world had ever known. '.' . 

" HER rivals, obferving that there W'JS 00 robabiJity 
of this . cormexion being broken by civil iffenfions, 
and . ng its futu,re eWeCls, if .Ieft any longer u,n .... 

refolved to prevent her receiving fuch continual 
.. and formidable acceffions of wealth and fhen~th, by 

checki the growth of tJ10fe fettlements from whIch they 

• 

• 

were to' derived. . . 
U IN profccution of this attempt, events fo unfa-

vourable to the dc'fign. took place, that every friend to the 
i of Great-Britain and there colonies, .entertained 
pleafing and n:afonabJe . s of feeing ':lnadditional, 
force and exertion given to the operations of 
the union hitherto . , by an enlargement of the 
dominions of the I and the removal of ancient and 

• 

\wrHke to a diftance. 
·u AT the condufion of the late moft 

and ad that ever had been on by 
. arms, your having' to 

its fuecefs, by fuch a~d flrel.lu~us exertio~s, as 
frequently procured them .the dlffinguJlhecJapprobation of 
your rnajeftyt of the late king, and of par)jament~ doubted 
no~ ~Ut ttl at' they.(ho~~d be permit~, \\;th the Teft of ~he 
empire, to In the b~effings' of. peace, and the emolu-
"'.ents of .and conqueft. . 
. &C WHILE recent and h'onoumble acknowledge..l 

, 

anents of- their. merits remained on record in the' journals 
and !'lch: of that OlUgUfi:' egHlature, the parliament, un
defaced by the imputation or even tpe {ufpirion of ·any 
offence, they were alarmed by a new fyacm of· fiatutes 
and regulations adopted for th~ adminifiration of the co
lonies, that fiUed their minds with the mofl: painful ('Car! . 
and jcaloufies i and, to their inexpreffible afioniilimen,t; 
perceived the danger of ~ foreign quarrel quickly fucceede~ 
by domeRic danger, in their judgment of a more dre;\dful 
kind. . '. • • 

. "N OR were there anxieties alleViated by any tendency 
in this fyfiem to promote the welfare of their mother 
c,ountry. For though its effeCts were more immediately 
felt by them, yet its ·influence appeared to be injurious to 
the c<:mlffi':rcc and profpf.rity of Great-Britain. 
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.. Wr. Ihall decline the ungrateful talk of J,fr~ribi~ , . 
th.e irltfoUlc variety of arti~. praaifed by many of yoUt" 
Ulajefty'. minifterr., the delufive pretences, frultlcls ti'r-
tori, and unavailing feveritic., thllt have time lo 

time dealt out by the .... , in t~ir to exC(ute 
this 'plan, or of tracing thro' a . oJ years 

propfs of the un diffe('tncca ~wcen 
. tain and thefe colonics, have a~d from 

this (atal fourcc. 
, " You .. 

(uret, and 
them, have 

, bave 
to the 

's minifters, 
to open 

• 
U5 to au""'1il In our 

in their 1TII:a

(or mforcin 
, , 

us a contlovcn; fo abhorrent 
• • 

• 
of yoUr (tl~ rai , that Ji"hcn 

. \ft mull oppofe in thil cont;ft, and if 
• , It . may be the our own 

qaiafortuncs Itl US as 'pam 
, 

• • 

" INO &0 what and in-
animofities, ~ivil difcords are apt to cxafperate 

and tbe conttnd , we think ourklves 

• 
• 

required b)' indifpenfable 19ations to Almighty God, . '. 
to yOW' • ,to our kHow fubjeCls, and ~o ourfdves, 

. r.~~ufe all the ~s in ,.our power, not in
compatible wnh our fafety~ for ftoppmg the further effu-
Gon 0( and for avuting tbe impcnd:~lg c:alanait:cs , 
&bat . the Britilh cmpire. ' 

" THUS called upon to addre(s your on affair, 
of fuch moment to America, and to all lour 
4ominions, we are carnefily defirou, of 'ng this ' 

with the utmoft deference for your majcfty ; and we 
: p~y, ,that your royal magnanimit lnd 

berl4:voknce may the Ie conftru ions 
uf Qur ~ on fo uncommon an occalion. Could 
we in their fuJI force, the kntimenu that agltlle 
the of us your ddtiful fu ' we arc pcrfWld,t-d 
your majefty would afcribc -any : ing ckvi"rion from 
reverC!nce in our language, and even in our condutt, not 
to any intention, but.lo the impolibility of 
reconciling the UflUl ap ccs of rcfpect with il juft 
attention to our own pu:Cernlion againft L"ofc artful and 

crud 
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,.. not 
her 

- • 

• And IU .. 
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• ncI 

• 

, 

It' • 

will 

• , 

to dun: ybur , that 
of your 'Ib, 

01 thit •. our bruit 
.' tKe kingdom which we 

to rcqudl (uc~ • as might 
inconfiftcnt with -. 'dignity or her 

-':'.11 

... we to ber. honour ..and 
iDduee u. to and 

that now opprcf. our 
your -

an this continent 
as hne ever bern" 

to 'fli:J"I and maintain' the 
maj • and of our mother 

• 
• 

, .Wt your royal 
intcrpotCd to 

and jc:aloufics" _ 
and to f<[tie 

every pan of yOur dominion., with all 
to your iiI'jdl,'. wife (ootidt-ration, 

it IN, I be expedient for facilittatin tho'e: im
rurJ'ooka, dw yOW' majcfty be pleat" to tlirt'l\ 

, 'Ville . 
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.and-· 
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mode, hI which the· united -apprtCItions of your 
. colonafts to the throne" in penuance of their 

. ' be into ~ and per-
i the 'man , 

"res . be ~ for the deftruaion 
of «'your t ~ tha~ fuch ila. 
~_,. mme . y \Of'your majeGy'. 
c:OIaaiei ,uay"be IIrpeal~ ., . ' 

" ,Fot. -by fach as 
tot .' Ilni~ 

'" . ... l i 

IS wifdom 
'&f 'lour American 
would ru:eive ruth' 

coIoaifh toward. ' 
that the wilhcd . for 

• 
«THAT yoUr 

reign, and th~t yoor 
mi.nions with honour to 

to of cvioci 

. , , 

of eva
the molt 

. I . . 
• • 

enjoy ~ long and profperou .• 
" y do.:. 

. (u . is :our finccrc 
ves and . to thei~. 

• • .. 

• • , 

THE addr~fs to the people of Grca~-Britain was, agl.ccd 
to the fame- day, as follows : ~ 

• 

, . 
• , 

• 

, 
• 

, 

• 

" . Frimm, C'lmt'1"!tn, alld Brtthrm, . ~) 
" By there, and by every other appellation that_maY) 

defignate ~e tics, which bind m to each otber, ~tntrca 
your tCrious atte'ltion to this our fec'ond atttlllp,t to prevent 
their diirolutio~. ~ 'of fOlinCt friendLbips, 
pride in the glorious atcbievements of cOr common an
edler.,' ilnd affeCtion for dle heirs of their virtUeft, haves 
hitherto prefcrved our mutual connea,on; but wbenth.lt 
friendihip is viol.ted by the grotfeft inJuries; when the pride 
vf ancdl becomes our reproa~h, and we are no other-

. wif~ alii than as ~rant5 and !\aves ~ when reduced to 
the melancholy altcmativl! "f .enoundng your favour or 
our ; can we he!iq&~ about the choice? Let the 
(pui,t of titans determine. . . 

" I N a fonner addrefs we afferted our rights, and ftatcd 
\he injuries we had then received. \Ve hopeJ, tha\ the 
,lention of 0"," wrongs would !u\'C roufed th.u honcit 

. . illJ I ~ll.ltion 
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which has 
of the 

too, J~ng for your honour, or 
• Bur we ha,e not been per- ' , 

this , • Every day 

hot 
• 

capnot 

and the iRvention 
'f. exercifed~ in adding 
brethren. ' 

right of legiOation WlS In .. 
by your parliament, 

, and from Our local and , 
'be reprefentcd, ren-

a being ,denied that 
, we have long been indebted for 

. and the prefervation of our 
inftancc:, dinned of thor .. 

to us by OUr common an .. 
la ,an arbitl'llry code, compiled 

of RorrJaIl ts J after tho(e char. 
our to brave death 

• 

in ()n unkn~n fcut in'dekris 
and inhofpitable _ s:tatioos, 

W'eR ; when,_ without the folln of trial, ~ithout 
a ~h1ic ~u(ation, whole colonia \ycre condemned,' 
their traIIe their ini)abitanttl impeverilhed ; when 
(oidia's ~. to \:Ulbrue dIe;r hands in 
blood ~- offers of Impunity; when ne;, , 

of '*re for the ruin Of the accufed, 
thechaigc Qfried with it ~e horron of conviaian j. ' 

. , a dcfpoticz was .eflabHibed in a neigh-
bo&aring provinfC, uld its li'llih exrendep to every of our 

, 

frontien; we little that any th.in~ could be , 
to this black catalogue of unprqvoltcd injuries : but 

we have unbaprily been 'yed, and the late ' 
of the Britifh mmi(lrf fuUy convince u~, that their objttl 
is the red;~ai~n of thefe colonies toilavtry and ruin. 

" To this afiCrrian, let ,us recall your at-
tention to .th~ affairs of America, {mee our b,a addrcfs.: 
Let us rombat the calumnies of our enemies; and let us 
wacn y~ of the dangers that threaten you in our de-
ftrudion. Jour (enow-fubjC'~, whofefituation 
deprived otlier fupport, drew their maintenance 
~ ~ fa; -but the deprivation of nur liberty being 
infuScicnt to fi&tit.fy tile fCCentp'acm of our enemies, the 
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hortors of famine were (operaddcC), and a Bri!ijh par· 
liament, who, in bcrter rimes, were ,the protraors of 
innocence and the patrons of huri'\anit)'t have, without 
dHlinttion of age or (ex, robbed. t}loufandl of the food . 
which th ~re accuilomed to draw from that in~x~ , 
hautlible ource, placed in t~ir neighbourhood by the 
hencyb}ent Creator. . . '. , , 

" AWOTH'IR aa of your Oature thuts our por~, and 
proh ihits our ,trade with any thofe flates from whom 
the grtat law of (clf-prckrvation rendets it abfolutely ne· 
cdlary ~"e ibouJd at prcfent with-hold our commerce. 
But this :18:. (whatc\'cr may have been its dcfign) we 
confider rather as injurious to your opulence than our' 
iDtcl'dl. An our con~mcr~ tel minatea with you;' and 
the ltb we procure from other nations, tl roon ex .. 

'changed (or your fuptrSuities. Our. ICUlittancel'l mull , 
then ctafe with our trade; and our rtf1ntmcnts with' our 
afB • \Ve trufl, however, th;t lawl whkh deprive UI 

. of c\ bldJing but a toil' that ttc~. with the necdJaries 
of hie, that libc"y which renders the: c:njoymfnt of 
thc:ni ~, will 'not relax our vigoer in their dctt'ncc. 

, 

U WE might here obfcrve on the cruelty and incQn~ 
f.,Jlt.ncy of thofe, who, while they publicly l>~d us w!th 
reprc.;;~h(ul :md unworthy epjthets, endtavour to d~prtve 
us of the means of defence; by thdr. inlerpofition with 
foreign powers, and to CJeJi\'cr us to the lawlefs ravages 
of a mtn:ile(~ foldit·ry. But happily we· are not w!thout 

. rcfources; and though the timid and humiliating appli
cations of a Britilh miniilty {hould prevail with foreign. 
n:ltions, yet indufiry, prc!mptcd by "1Il~ccffity, will not ' 
JcJ\'c u'\ without the Jl(,ceflary fupp1ics. 

" \VE could WiOl to go.no furtht:r, and; not to wound 
. tile ear of humal,lity, leave untold thole rigorous acts of 

oppreffion, which are" daily exercifetl in the town of 

• 

, Builon, did we Ilet hope, that by oifclaimin their det:ds 
and puniQling the ptrpt:hatOf!<., you would ortly vin
JicJtt' the honour of the Hritith name and rc·dlahlifh the 
viobtcd laws of iuHicc . 

• 
u THAT on~c pupulows, Aourilbing, ano commer('ial 

town is now g:uriIi.H1l-J hy :1Il army Ii. nt not to prott'd, 
b\!l t<fi:ntlave irs illhilbitants The civil govt:mmt:llt is 
~\c:ilumld, :1011d 01 nulit~ry defpotilill tfl:ClI;J upon its 
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ruinft. Wil~out lawt without ri ht, powers are· .. fI'",med 
unknown to ~ conflitution. rivate ropeny is un

invaded. The inhabitruiU, dailr ubjc&a to the 
. 0( the roldiMJ, are ,forbid to remove in 

of their natural ri gil ts, in vielation of the·moil 
. Or if, after )pnS and weari(ome folici. 

tation, I is procu'red, .their dltets. are detained, and . 
eVCll thofe. who arc maft favoured, have no alternative 
but or Ravery. The diflrefs of many thoufand·. 

.wantonJ .dcpri.ml of the neceft'arics of life, is a 
on ~ wouJd not wilb to 

. , IT we onnot but obfervc that a flcct (un-' 

tn"ruining our commenc, feizi our fhipll, an depriving 
whole cOIJlli1unities of their . y .bread. Ndr will a 

for honour . us to be fiJent, while Bri-
1O'1r by aeSions, whiCh the moll 

'e~mity not palliate among civiliztd na~ 
tions, the wanton and unneceffary dcftru8ion of Ch.arle~- . 

, . 

• 

, 

• 

town, • ancient, and once populous to~n, jutl 
before by its inhabitants, whC! had Red to avoid . 
tile fury of your. foldiery. ' . 

" 1r ~ «in main thofe fentiments of compaffion, 
by which Brit"" have ever b~n tliftinguilhed; if the . 
humanity, which tempered ~he valour of our common 
ancdtors, has not ~egenerated into crucify,. you wiJI Iii. 
ment the mifc.-ries of their dcfccmlentt; . 

• 

.' "To what are we to' attribute this tl't'atment? If to 
any (ceret pritidple of the conflitutjQn, let it he 1)1f'1l-. 

tioned; let os learn, th~t the ~'Ivcrnm{'nt w.e h,m: .long 
revered, is not.without its dcfu.ts, and that while it ~i\l(,''' 
freedom to'a prtrt, it necea:uily ellllavc .. the rc-niailllkr of 

. the ore. If rueh a prinCIple cxiih, 'wl'iy for a~d 
has it ttJed to operate? Why at this t imc i!i it c.lIt II 
into, allion:? Can no wafon"be aliigned fur this condud ? 
Or tnuG it be refPlycd into the wanton exercife- of arbi
trary power? And fh~1 the defcendents of Brit:)IfJ tamd y 
fubmit to this? No, firs! we IICvcr wiJl, while .... ·c rt:Ylrl: 

the IlKmor of our gtlllant and virtuous cUlcefio(s, we 
never can urrender thofe glorious privileges, tor whil:h 
tht'Y fou ht, bled and conquered. Admit th.lt your fl(;~t3 
could uc: roy our tuwns, ilntl ravage our 1~.-coa1b ; tht,tc 
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ate inconfiderable .objects j things of nrr moment to men, 
whofe.bofoms glow with the ardor of liberty. We can 
retire beyond th~ of your n3vy, and, without any .-
fenfible diminution of the neceffaries.of life, enjoy a 

· luxury, which from that period you will want; the luxur'y . 
of bemg free; . 
1 "'VE know 'the force of your arm!!, and was·it called 
forth in the caufe of jullice and your country, we might 

. dread the exertion; but will Brttfms Ii ht under the ban
ners of tyranny? \Vill they countera the labours, and 
dHgrac~ the vitlories of their ancefiors? Will they forge 
chains for their poflcrity? If they defccnd to this un-

. worthy will tlreir {words retain their edge, their 
, their a("cuflosned vigour ? Britms can never become 

· . ~he infirumcritR of oppreffion, till they lofe the fpirit of' 
. frcl'Ciom, by which alone they are invincible. . . . 

"'E)uK enemies char e U$ with {edition.. In what does 
it conGll? In our refu al ~ fubmit to unwarrantable aCls 

, 

of injufliCe ~nd cruelty? If fo, fhcw us a period in your 
hitlory, in which you have not betn eqQally fc:ditious. 

" WE are ac.cufC'd of aiming at indeptndence.; but 
how is thill accufation fupported? By the . allegations of 

, .. your minifters, not 'by' our actions. Abufed~ infulted, 
anti cont~mned,. what tkps have we purfued to obtiin re

. ,dr~r." ? 'Ve have carried nur'dutiful petitions to the throne. 
We have applied to your jufike fur relid. We have re
trenched our luxurr~ and with-!1e,ld our trade. 

" THE advantages of ourocommcrce were ddigncd as 
a compenfation for your p~oteaioll :, 'w~cn you ceafed [0 
protcC!, fur what were we, to compenfatc.? 

" 'VHAT has heen the fuceds of our endeavours? 
The clemency of (fur fovereign is unhappIly diverted; 
our petitiulls arc treated with indignity; our prayers an
fwered by infults. Our :lpplieation to you remains un- ' 
noticed, and leaves 'Us the 01: l.mcholy appreht'nfion of 
your wanting ci~her the will" Uf the powc~, to aRifi ~5 •. 

" EVE N under thtfe clrClHnil.lIlccs,. what meal utl'S 
ha\'c we takfll·that b(·tLl)' a deiire d indl'pcndcncc ? H,l\'': , 
we called in the aid of thoft' fureign powl'rs, who are the 
rival!> of your grand.:ur ? \Vhen your ~roop~ w~·rf.' ti:.:v anti 
defcnccltf,., did 'Ne tOl'a' :llh'ant:'gl' ot their ddtrct~ ami 
expel them oul towns? Or havt! we: pt.:rmittLJ .tlll·.m to 
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to acquire ad~itional n.ew aid, 

, , 
, 

not !HIT K-S (Jurs perfuadc you, that in' 
this 'we were influenced ~y , or any other unworthy 
motive. The lives of B!,jt~lu;are am dear to us,, Th( 1 
are the childre~ of our parents, an~ ~n uninterrupte~ in· 
t~i'courfe of mutual bcndits had knit the bond, of fClcnd~ , 

• 
fIIip. \\"hen iloflilities w.ere commenced, w~cn on a };r.te ' 
occafion we were wantonly attacked by your troops, 
tbo.,gh we repeUcd their llIfaults and returned thdr blowf, 

we Jamentm the wounds they obliged' us to give; nor' 
we yet Jearned to rejoice at a vi,&ry over Engli1hmcn., ' 

" As we wilb ,not to colour our 'acliom:, Of dift,uile 
our thoughts; ,we ;ball, in th:e fimpfe languat;c of truth, 

the we have pur-rued, (he motives upon 
which we have atb>I, anel our future defigns. ' 

• " WHIN our late petitioh to the tbro~ produced no 
other dka than frdh injuries, and votes of your l ... ·gifla
tUft! caJ~ul:ltt.-d to jufiify every feverity; ~hcn YO\11" fln,'ts 

. and your arinics' wi-re pn-parcd to wr.,:fi from u!> our pro-
to rob US of our Illx-rt,ics or our 1i\'eS; whm tha 

, 

attJ1:mpts of general Gage evinced his ~di . we 
levird . fOT ou~ fccurity and (fen-nee. . tht; 
poWCiS v~ft~ in t~e overnor of C~nada, gave us ft16lf"n 

, to apprehend dan~r rom th~t qu,ntcr: aud we had frc
uent intimations, th~'t a ~ruel and favage enemy was to 

let loofe. Lipon the dcfi-ncclcfs inhahit.lnts of d,Ir froJi-
tiers; we fuch' JI{.!afurcs as p~udencc di~tated, as' 

jufiify. Woe potrdfcd our.fdv'es of ,CH.vm-
Point and .... :y t.t give us kave 'moft folcllllliy 
to aifure that we ha,ve not yet loll fight of the ('hJ~ (t 
we ha\'e had in' view, a rcconcilial:on wilh }'c,u un 

. conlli principles, a,nd a rcfior::tivil of (hOlt flitndly 
, which,' to the aavantOlge of both, we ti'l 

lately maintained. .' 
" THE inhabitants of ~is country 3ppir th'>l~:' h .. :0/ 

i chi~Ay to :agriculture anJ c~mmcrcc. A}. l;l"lr 14";, .: ." 

and m:ulnt.,rs are fimilar to yours, your mari~lts IlILI' . ,
ford them the convenicncit'S and luxuril's, I'llI' \\;~ ;\.1 •• 1'. Y 

; exchange the produce of tht·ir bhllurS. 'Th~' Y:l'~tl';l "f 
"his c.-xtendl'd continent ct'nters with you i :111\1 (.tJ: 1I., C 

• iii fo n:glJl~tcd as to be fubfervicm ' oni y to your IIll! 'c.li. 
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You are too ,Ieafonable to expect, that by taxes (in 'ad 
, dition to this), we ibould contribute to your cxperice.; to 

believe after diverting the fountain, that the fircams can ' 
.flow with unabated force. . 

" IT has beeD (aid, that we refuTe to fubmit to the, 
rdiridions on our commerce. From whence is this in
fl'~nce drawn? N()~ from our words, we havi'l . re-, . 
peattdly declared the contrary; and we again profe sour 
fubmifJion to the,feveral a~s of trade and navigation pafltd 

the year 1763, tl'uiJing'l1c.verthclcfs in the equity 

, 

, 

, 

• 
'and jufti~e of parliament, thilt fuch of them as, upon 
cool' 'and impartial conlidcratioll, fhall appear to :'ave 

,) 

.impoftd unnecefrary or n:lhiclions, will, at fome • 
h:tppier period, be or altcrrd. And we cheerfully 
confent to the opctation of fuen aas of the Britifu par- _ . 

, Hament as {hall be rcftraincd to the regulation of our " 
'~xternill commerce, for the purpofe of (ecurin the com
mercial advJ{1tages of the whole empire to e mother 
country, ana the cOllunercial benefits of its rcfpc8ive 

. membc;rs; excluding eV,ery idea of taxation internal or 
external, for iaifing a revenue on the fubje8s in America . 
without their confent. ' . 

• 

U IT is alleged that we cOI~tribute noth,in • to the 
defence. To this we anf\"cr, that the a vantages 

which Great-Britain rcl'eivcs, from the monopoly of our, 
trade, far our proportion of the expc9ce ncceffary 
for that . But fhould thefe advantages be inadc-

, quate th~rcto, let the reftritlions on our trade be rcmovcd, 
and we will cheerfully cont,rihute fm:h' proportion when, 
conftitutionaHy required. 

u. IT is a fund:l1llCnlal prindplc of the BritiCh confii
~ution, that every ma~ fhould have :It leaH a reprefl'ntative 
!hare in the formation of th-:lfe laws, by which he is 
hound. \VCle it otherwifc, the re~ubtion of our in--terna.1 police by a Briti p~rliamcnt, who :lre and ever 
will he unacquainted with' our )O<:'ll circumfiances, muO: 
be always inconvenl~nt, and frequl'ntl 'oppreffivc, working 
our w'rollO', without yielding any poffi Ie advantagl' to you, 

" A P~."N of accommodation (as it has been abfur\lIy 
calle-d) Ins been propoli:J by yuur IlIlnillers ~o our rc
fpc~i\'c :tn~ mhlie:.. 'Vere thiS pJ'(lpoCll flt'C from nery 
other vltjlCticll, but that whidl ariks frotH ,the tim!: uf 
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the olFer, it would Rot be . uoexceptionat>le.\, Can 
with the.ha),onet at their bceafl? Can'(hcy treat 

with freedom, while their tOwn. are (acked WM{l dai~y 
. , of Injuftice and oppreftien, the Gower 

of rCafdn I' . ' \ 
.. &C II' this propofal i •. really f~ch as yOu ofFer'and 
we .ctept,' why was ~t delayed till the nation put to . 

and we were reduced to ourme-

• 

r If it holds forth nothin~, was 'it .. 
, UnJd". indeed to . you anto 6eJief, \, 

we were unwillinf to IHlen to any ter~ of ~COiJ1- , ' 

I But what IS fubmitted to our 1 . 
We for the di(pofal of our ~peltt. 
told that our is that our . 

indeed calkS our but that they at'the 
.~ ofi"a, .not wh~t your exigenci~ or . may 

but (0 as lIialJ be'. to fa-
the defUtS of a minifb:r. and enable him to provide 

for and ~epmdtnt5.. A"CC4IfiCllCC to, your own 
treafury will conv you how J.ttle of the mon~ al
ready . from us has been applied.to the 'rehef of 
your bunhens.· To ruppofe that we would th'l' 
the and give up the is adding infl ,.. . to 
lDJura. . '. 

£, Wlf have n"erthele(s agtJn prdCnted an bUiUble 
and dutiful petition to our (ovcrcign j and to r;vay 
imputati~ of obflinacy, have . his majeftr to ' 
direa (ome mOde, by which the applications of hi, .. 
f.tithful colonilh may. be improved into a happy and per-
manent n: •. onciliation. We are to treat on (ueh 

as can aJon~ an . . . lifting') and 
we Batter ourfelverthat our pacific endeavours 1611 be 

. with a of minillerial troops, and a re-
peal of thore laws of the operation of which we complain. 
on the one part, and a di{bandjn~ of our y, and a 
difTolution of oui' commercial afi"oclations, on the other. 

" YET conclude not froql this that we propofe to fur
render our ,into the hands of your miniflry, or 
veft your parliament with a rower which may telluinatt" 
in our ddtruCiion. The gnat bulwarks of our· confti
lution we have defired to maintain by ~·try tcmperate~ 

. by every peaceable • -; but your minifies;s (equal foes . 
. to 
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to Britith anJ American freedom) hJve adtltd to' their . 
fonner oppreffions an attcompt to n:ducc us by the fword 
to a bafe and abjea fubmiffion. 'On the: Iword, there
(ore; we are compelled to rdy for protection. Should 
Yittory declare in your favour, yet men trained to arms 
from their infancy, and animatld by the love of liberty., 
will afford neither a cheap or cary conqucil. Of this at 

, 

JeaU we are afiurcJ, that our 11 Ie will be s.lorious, 
()ur fuccefs certain; fince even in we fhall hod tholt " 
fr.xdofn which in life you forbid us to enjoy. 
," LET U!-o now afk ,what advantages arc to atU:nd 

rcdJ,l8ion? The trade of a ruined and dcfolatc country 
L\ always inconlldcrahle, its revenue trifting ; the exp<=nce 
of fubje.::ting and retaining it in' lubjd,tion certain aml
inevit .. blla

• \Vhat then remains but, the gratification of 
an ill-jud ed pride, or rhe hope of rendering Ufl fubfer
yicpt to de Igns on your liberty. 

" SOLDi'ER5 who have fiu:athed their {words in the 
bowels of thl'ir Ameri'can brcth~en, will not draw them 

, 

Wilh more rt:iuCtallce agilinft you. tM'hcn too late you 
may lament the lufs of that frecdOl1}, which we exhort 
JOu, while ftill in your power .. , to prefcrve., ,. 

u. ON the other h~lld, fhould you prove unfucccr .. ful ; 
{bouM thilt conncxiop, which we moil ardently wifh to 
maintain., be diifolvt"d; fhould your minjfitrs exhauU 
your ue.u~re' and wane the blood of your coulltr}men in 

. vain attempts on our I.ibcrty; 00 tht."y not ddi\'er you, 
weak and d{'It:m:dt'rs. to your naturai enemies. 

u Sn~cE thl."n Y(Jur liherty mufi be the pricr of your 
\'iaorics; YOllr ruin, of lour dt:fcat :-.:- ..... hat, bl!lH.l f,l

: ciity can urge you to a purfuit ddlructi\c of all th"t 
Briton .. hold lk.lr ? ' 

u, iF VOU h,l\'':: no r(,~:lrJ to tht' connexiol\ that'hls for 
a~es fubiitlcd lwt~l{'1l l~~; if you han: furgllt, the wliunds 
Wl' have rccci .. 'cJ h~hting by }'our liJ~ tur the extcn(ioll 
of the empire; if our conHl1t.rce i~ not all ohjed lx'low 
your cnntiJl'r,ltioll i if juHice and humanity havt,' loll 
th~ir inRu~'nce (\n \,our l\l'ilu!> ; fiill motive!> 3n," not W3/lt

in~ to ~xcite your' inJigllalion at the Illl"afurt'!> 1I0W pur
{m'd: your Wl";llth, your honour, your Ilherty arc at tlOIkt', 

" NOT\\" nHs', A!',; nll'(; the JiHfl f, to whil'h Wt' ;!re 
rt'JlIfcJ, we IOllll'timc:. I", ::;('t our uw n ;,tIltdlOll~, to .In-
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, and fympatbize in youn. We ~rievc that rath 
mcoofidcratc councils Ibould. reclpitate the de .. 

ftruaion of an cillpi~, which hu the envy' and 
.dmintion of' and call God to witnefs!that we 
,rould .part our property, endanger our J'ive5, and 

" "cry thing but liberty, to you fr.om ruin. 
" 'A CLOVQ bangs o:vcr heads and ours l this 

JO'I, it may burft upon us; lat then 
( me ~iUblanc:e of kindnefs is obli ) 

repeat tbofc appellations which are ever ,rlllte.-
ful in our ears i let us entreat Heaven to avert our ruin, 
and the deftruaion that threatens oUf friends, brethren, 
aod countrymen, on the other fide 'of the 'Atlantic." 

, . 
, 

Ta& obfcnc:d tow."ds the -Indian nations was 
• 

in 'pafea conrdtence with that dili for peace fo 
Opeuly· and fo fuUy- • Taught by ad· 
venity to feel for: the and by freedoin to re(pcd tho 
, of mankind, we wiibed to avoid that ravage ~r 

knows no'laws but i~difcriminate Ilaugh~r. And. 
altho' our 'havecndeavoured to ftigmatize us with 
the defign of. ing the .hatchet againft, ill 
order to Caft a veil over their own barbarity i et the faCt 
is, we feduloully avoided,it, and have at ength been 
expofcd to the of thofe tabes, bccaufe we would not 
take advantage thtir' midi: of blood againft 
our fellow men • 

. ' 

11: was not until the 25th. of November, ii75t that . 
the Congrefs determined to retort upon our enemies the 
p~aic:e of ' property on the high feas. Th con-
jiJered us as they had no laws incxiftence w ereby 
our propen was '. Unlefs we' were confidered 
as ' their (overeir could not authorize the 

of I j and 10 defiance of law, of fon, 
and of juftice, 'they not to plunder indifcrimi-
nauly all thofe who refidec1 in America, among whom not 
a few were to their caufc. . 

N 01. did the Congrefs even then make reprizals upvn 
private property, but leveled their "reftntment at thofe 
only whu were eJ1gag~ in ,aiding and o.l1Ii!ling' the armac~ 
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~mf'Jo~ ap,ain(t UAi nor did tlH!y until the 2~ of March. 
17i6, adop( the Jiltfor nlCaJurt', the ~ol(on5 of wlm tt 
a~ full), ret forth in the following preamble : 

-
• 

'" WHERIAS the petitions of the Unikd Colonies to 
the "ing, tor t~ rcdl'ttf. Gf great anu m~nifold gricvanecs1 
ha\lC not only h«n rt'jcclcd, but trntcd .. ilb fcorn and 
conte'li\pt, ar.d the oppofi~ion to ddigm c~idcntly fOrlm. 
10 rl-ciucc thcm to a flatc of kr\'ilc fubjeClion, and their 
nrcdfolJ'Y d-:-fcntt agAinH hoftile forcci a~lual1y cmploy~ 
to lubJuc thc.n, dedalN fl hdlion; a,nd wherras a.n un
ju1t war hOllh ocrn commcnC'td ag<\infl t ,whilh the 
(.:um:·llandrrs of the Britiili l1('('t\ .1I1d annics MVC profe
cut-.:d, al'kl flill eontClluc to plOk:cutc, with their utmofl 
~igour, al'd in a crud m~nncr w~Hing, fpoilinlt, and de
Rroytng tit": country, burnin houk-s and ddC:llcclcf, 
IOwnc-., .arJ cxOt';'ng the hdp fs inhabitant!! to ('\"<:ry 
mir. ry from t~. lil ... !:-mrncy of the wintn, and not only 
ur?ing I:.\- .. g:-~ to imde the country, but ittftigating 
nl'~ro~~ to IlIUf,!t-r thl·ir mant:n.; and Wht-rt'ill the p:lr-
110lmfnt d (]n :H- nri~~in h;llh l"tely p:1ft"ccl :an ;ttl, 3f .. 
~rn~ing t~1tk c"ioniu. to·~: in open rdxllion, ful~iddihg 
:.tl: Ha,le and COClinKrec with the inh:lbitant~ t~cr(of, untal 

• 

the filJJI .:CClpt parJo.~ a:1d fuhmit to tI(·fp<.ltic rulef . 
dl·C arinr. thtir propel t~, ,herner fottnd upon the watcl, 
li.New fCIZU1C ar.l~ cOh.lfcation, and r'n~dinl!, that wh.:t 
ha,i ba·n d(),,~ th~ rt", hy \'irtue of the loul fluthorit,·, 
"-crt" iull :lI1j I~wful aCt", :Il1J ·Bull be fa dl'rmcd; fro;" 
all '" 11:l l1 it i:; m':lIlifdl, tholt tht' ini4uit()u~ fch';me con
certtJ tu .It pri.·c thtm cf the liberty thry have il right tu 
~y the lalA'''' of nature .. nJ the E~gliLh conQltution, ..... ill 
be purinaclOufly purfUl·d : it being t~rt·fore lltt:d!;uy to 
pro\'idr for Ilw;r ~d( nee and fc:curity, :mtl jutliliablc co 
n,akt' rt:p~iC.ib upon thtir t·nHnic:~, ~nJ OtPt"1 Wile to ;uwoy 
tlwm ;.\cl·ulllin;.! to the laws· and wrages o( n;ltions, the 
CUI'j!n r .. , uutting that fueh of tht-ir friends in <.irt·at
HlIt~;n {of whom it i~ COllfdl~J thell: are many imitkJ . , 
to al'ptJui~: and gr.uildc for thtir raHiotifrn ;ulll bOH\O-

)UKt', .q~J ill ~·hl.lt I..;voor a dlff:rimill;ltIIlJl (.f Ilfl'I'l"I:y 
COlUllot b.: m;:J. \ .. ~ Oull (!dT~·r hy c"'plure\, wall Illlpute 
;t ro tht· "uthOI' (.f IllH rullll1lvll CJ1,UlIILlu, do Ju:IJr~ 
and Icwh l·; 01') lulho:..llh,'· 
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~luaantly we procmkd In t'llf('ncli., 
of war to our fellow .countrynu-l1i 

ounf.'IYe!I by the capturt of thore rith~ which 
tftft to be our dcfiruolion, the moll fedulouco 
~,.tien ... to alleviate the calamities 
too mg a coordl fo import2l1t and fo 
fruitful in For not onl WIll the mon gtnerou~ 0 

proviflOn made to clothe and to thofe prifonlrs whom 
the ne 0( war had phlccd in our , but Itn the 
pro¥ot'iuion. ~v had received mic;ht - late intlivillual. 
EO ~y\'",~, we hnd that on the 2J of January, 1776, 
the 0 to the folloMng rcfululiol1, VIZ. 

4' WHIRIA. the necfRhle harbarity with which lhi~ 
unhappy wat hi. been conduCltd on tht' part of our 

o (uch u burning our dcfenccllCc; town!; anll vii-
lap, expofing their inhabit:tntll, _ without rt"gJrd to fnc 
or., 10

0 all the mifcrin which lofs of ploprrty, the 
rigour of th~ (eafon, and inhuman devanat ion (llIl inRid t 
excitillg domeflic in(ur~aiop~ ~nd munkrc , hnl,tn~ f.l
yages to ck{oI:atc our (rontier~, and calling fue.l' (If liS "41 

o the (ortune of ,war has put in their pow.-:r, into goal" 
there to languifll in irons and in want, corrpcIling the 
i -, of BoRc,., in .ioloation of thoc treaty, to _ re
main cOnfinQI wilhin the town, ~xporul to the infc,lcl1cc 
of the foldi~ry, and other cnorrnitiu, at the mention of 
whfc~ dc{(ncy and humaniO,y will evtr bluth, o1"y juftJy 
provoke: the :inhabitants of thcfe colonics to r;atal jiltc ; 

" RESOL\'ED, Thilt it be recommc:nded to thtonyTl'., 
continue mindful that humanity t to diflinguith the 

o 

brnl", that cru~lry tbould fineJ no iffion among il free 
~pll", and to tate care that no pige in the Jnllals of 
Amcrin be aained by a reciul°Q( :my aaion which juflicc 
or chriflianity may condemn, and to rdt "f'-uad that' : 
whenever retililatioll-may be nt:cc{f.uy or tn:J to rh('ir le
curity J this Congrtfs will undenake the dif.l,\;rec:1ble ,.ilk_" 

o 

• 

I T mull be remukcd, that thii rc:folution w:n PJ{l~J 
whC'n the Ipdft ample me .. n5 of rC:faliJ.lion \HOIt" in (Iur 
p')\ftr, II~d the aftaif!~ of America wore thlo mull pronlilc, 
ill~ a flX'c t, fur the Jefnt betore <J.!u:lIC'C WJ' Ilot ;.ct 
~uuwn, but, un U'lc contrary. it W;l) CXpc'tlJ tho,H l4· 

{j ~ t'~ut 
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p~tal (ortref5 wnuld f~n fall into our handit', Tho~fanJ! 
on thi!li continent would not have wept in anguilh for the 
10(5 of a hufbanJ, a father, or a friend, had the f,lmc 
(lIIotions of phil:Ulthropy pcrv3dcd ,the bofoms of OItt per. 
fccutors. But the {hoke of divine juflice fecm5 to h;A\C 

httn fufpcndl'd until their cup of gUilt W~S filled with the 
widows ~nd the orphans tcars, ' 

NOTWITH$T.'\l'\DII'\G the efforts which had b~'l made 
for rC<'"oncili:uion, the profpecl of it (ccmld ('Very m()mcn~ 
to he more remote, Every account from Great-Hrit3in 
{ervro to confirm the opinion, thOlt nothmg (hort of 
unconditional fubmiffion on our part would be ; , 
:md (· ... cry day's enquiry conyillced the unprejudi that 
we had every thing to fear from a connccr ' h them. 
AS,the gc\,crnmcnts, of the (e\'c~I,colonies , btt!, ~x-
crclfcd under authority from the, king, of Grl'2t-Brftalfl, 
th~y werc reduced to the altcrnat;ve of being in a manner 
~vithout gm'crnment, or of infiituting new fyfiem; o!l:l , 
hafts purely republican. The former W2S choftn, as the 
lattcr would have' tt'lld"..o grr.lt1y to impc.de a future con
nett ion, Rut:1 flate of political anarchy could not long 
be t61t'rabJe to ;l,ny fociety:, the evil~ ~ful~ing from It 
mull :1t lc:nf,lh h:l\'C produced the molt fatal conrequcnce~ j 

:md it was tmpoilible to forc:fcc what might be the CV~llt 
of a contt"n in which mankind were fet loofc from tho 
rctlraints of law. ImpretlCd with thde idt'3!i, the Con

'grefs on the 15th of May, 1776, publifued thc following 
rcfolution: ' 

" 
",iih the lord" and c,)mmom of (irt';u-Hritain ha~, by " 
late ad of p;;r1iJnll'llt, ('xcluJ .. d the inhahitallts of thde 
United Coloni('s frorP the prTItt."(li(l1l ot hi!i crown; and 
wh~rt'a!i no all fwl' I whj~C\'er to the hum hie petitions of 
the colonies tor rcJrrls of grinanrl"s and n,'('onnliation 
with Gn'at-Brit:\in /1,,1'\ hl'cn or is lill,h' to be ginn, hut 
thC' ",holt' furcc 01 Ih.I( kin~dom, .lidt,J by forci~1l mer- • 
q'nanl"~, it, to Ix l').ntnl 'or lhe ddhuilioll ()f ihc ~(l(xl 
pcnplt' (If thdt- l'dIOllil'''; allti wherl'.!" it Olpl')(:ars .. bfll. 
lurd\' irrt"c(lnnIL.b!l' 10 It'al'ln ;.wd f.l)(.,J c'lnli:lt'lll't', Itlr 
'he fi\:oPIc: (If lh<lC: (uluilin I.OW [u t.!Kt- I Ill' ll.lIh .. JIlJ 

o&llilllloltll)lb 

I , 

-
, 

i , 

, 



, 

, 
, 

• , 
[ 53 ] 

ry for Ih~ (Uppoi t or any gO\'tl nr:nm ! 
under the crown ot Gltllt-Brit.un ; and It :s hrcd!zlry 
that the exercifc of C\'~ry kil1d of authority DIIJcr the ( . .IId 
crown fbould be totally (upprtffcd, and all' thc powc:r~ of 
conrnmmt excrtrd under. the authori~y of the plOple of 
the colonia, forthc prdcrvationof int~rn .. l pcact', virtue-, 
and ordu, as well as fur the defence of th('ir livc~ .. 
Ii and propenic5, -.pinn the hoOale inufions and 
cruel ~redationl of their ~nemit's ; 

" RIIOLVID, That it be rccommcndrd to the re· 
(pedive liel and cOII\'('ntions. of the Uniltd Colo-
nies, no lovc:rnment fu~cicnt 10 th~cxig(nc i(s of 
their afrain hath been hitherto tOablifiu,d, to .. clopt fuch 

, ) pernmellt u fhall in the opinion of the rcpre{t-ntativql 
of the pmple beft conduce to the happind~ .md faf1:ty of 
their confti in pallicul.lf, and America in gmtr,,):· 

THI c:ondu8 of Great-Britain was fJiIl the raJTIC' com
poUnd of viok~ and fraud. \Vhile the norts of polj. 
tical artifice w.:re exhaullcd, to prc.vent us from obtaining 
fon:ign aid, nothing, which money or promifes could d
fca was left undone, to col1ea the mcrccn .. ril" of Grr-
Q'W11 for ~r ion. Foiled in their former effort!', 
they eallcd (orm tht-ir R.rcngth; and· (0 lull us into 
fecurit)' at the rame time, eod(,iIlvourcd to co\'cr their de. 
'gnt wids the thin vc:iI of rtconciJiation. ":or this pur. 

paRi-d an all of parliament, and in confcquen~ 
of it apP,Ointol co~miffioncrs, with power to grant par-
doni to thofe Amencans, who would be: (0 gUIlty a!; to 
folicit them. At length, (lolly convinc"Cd of wh.at r('af 
had long ditbted, that no rational fClurity for our i
berties could be obtained duringa connltlion with Gre.n. 
)lritain, and that C'ver i,dca of d..-pcndcncc tUldcd tocnfclble 
our cflexti, in a c.au c: on which cVl'ry thing \U~ ,it thL..~·1 
the flue (pun thread, which held the two cvuntri('s to

t~r, wu cut on t.he memorable 4th of Jul)" litb, 
y the foJlowing 

f' DEC L A RAT ION b, tbr R(I',.,(rnlllfi"'fJ l' tl-t 
U NIT E D S TAT L S cl A t-.1 E R i l.' .-\, i" 
C,jngrtfi IIjJtmbud. 

H WHEN, ill Ihe (GurCe of hlll1l.tn C'Vt'nh. it be
comei nc:(c:ii~ry fVJ um' pt· 'pk !v Jdluhl.. ,he politi. ~l 

l>.uaJ~ 

• 

• • 
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bands which "have conned:ed them with another, and tq, 
affume, among the powers of the earth, ~he {eparate . 
and equal ftation to whicq the laws of nature and of na~ 
Jur.e's God entitle, a dec~llf re to tqe ~pini0'1s 
of mankind ~l4ires lllat they {houl~ declare the cauf~ 
which impel them to the feparatiofl. ' , ' 

t' Wa hold thefe truths 'to be (elf~vident j t~at aU' 
, are created equal; t~t are endowed, by thcir 
~Jtator, witl; 'certai~ una I' , ri~~ts; that among 
thefe arc ~ife, ~i~rty~ alld ~e purfUlt of happincfs.--- ' 

, That t~ (ec~re t~e{e r~ghts, are inftjtutc(~ 
, 'among men, ~eriving dieir' ,powers from the conft'nt . 

• f the ~verned i t~at whenever any fQIIJl of go\'ernmen t 
\Jec~es deftn,~iv.e of thefe ends, it is t~e right of the 
people to ~lter qr to abolifb it, and to inftitute new go~ 
vernment~ layit,g its fqundatioJ1 on fuch principles, and 

, 

',organizing its ~wcrs in fuch fOlln, as t~,tQem {hall fcern 
. mott li~el~ to effi:ct tqeir f~fety and happinefs. Prudehce, 

indeed, WII~ d~aate_ tllat gqvernments long J?fta\Uifhed, 
~ould not ~ c~anged (~r light and tranfient cllufes; Olnct 
accordingly all e>;pcrie~ce hath fhcwn" that mankind are ,<: 
more difpofed to fuffer, while evils are fufFerable, than to. 
right 'them fcl ves by abo,lilhing ttie forms to which they are 
accullomed. B~t when a long train of abufes amI ufur-

ltions, purfuing invaria~ly the fame objeCt.· a de .. 
Ign to ~uce t~em under abfolute ~efp~tifm, it' is their 

right" it is their duty, t~ throw off fucl\ government, 
and to-pro,vide ~ew u.ards for their fut~re (<<\1ritr. Such 

, has been the patient erOlnce of thefe co\o~ies; ~nd (uch 
is now tI~e neceffity ~icR con~rains th,em to alter ~heir 
former fyflcms of government~ T~e hifiory of th~ prc
(cnt king of qreat-Br~tain is a hiflory of repeated in
juri~s and ufurpations, all having in direCt obje~ the 
etlablifhmcnt of an abfulu.tc; tyranny over thefe flates. To, 
prove this, lct faCts be fubinitted to a candid world: 

" f-lP. has refufcd his a(l'ent to laws the mofi wholefome 
and neccffury for the public good. ' 

u HE has. forbidden h is governors to pars 1.\\:,s of im
m<:Jiatc and prt:iJin eJ impor anee, unlcf~ fufpc(ldcd in their 
Olll.'l'.ttioll till his aff"::nt Ih )u d be obtaIned; and when fu. 
Julp.:aJ.J, he h..l'5 uttl.:rly l1"'gk~lt.:(.l to attend to them. 

" lit: , 
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u ""'1Ias rmifcd to pals other laws for the accomtno-
,of . diftrit!. of people, unlt(s thote . 

. the right of rtprcf'entation in 
I • right indlimable to them, and . 

only.: . . 
, H. Jaai:, 've bodies at'placcs un-

to 

u(uaJ, and di from the of 
their ~blic c , the fole purpore of fatiguing 
iDto ianee with his mea(ures. I ~ 

" Ha' has diffolved reprefentative ho~f'es repeatedly, (or 
with manTy firmnefs, his in~ODI on the 

the people. , ' 
. Hli tau refu(ed fur a 1 after ruth difi"o-

• 

• 

lutiOA., to au" omen to be j wbereby the It-
giOatiwe powers, inc apable of annihilation, have returned· 
to .. at for' their (xercife ;. the fiate re-

• ingt the mean' expored to an the dangers of 
'. from without, w~thin. 

". H, to pl'cvent the population of 
there bees j for that obftru6ing the Jaws for na-
turalization of (OJ'eigllers ; iC'ruGng ~o pafs others to en
courage their migrations hither, and rUfing the condi-
tions of new appropriations of landi, . , 

n, ':1 

" Ha has obGIU&:d die adminHlrat'ion of juIHce, by . 
his ~nt to laW'S for dhblilhing judiciary powen • 

" has made judgesdependtnt on his will JJone, for 
the tenure of their and the amount and payment 
of their fabrics. ' 

~ . 

, u HE has ~rea:ed a multitude of neW' offices, and rent 
~ 

hither f,vafms of officers Jo harrars' our people, lUld ;eat 
out their fubftance. . : 

" HE has kept amoni us, in times of peace, !landing 
armies, without thecon1ent .of our legillatures .. 

" HE has to render. the military independent 
of, and fuperior to the civil power. I 

_" HE has ~ombined' with others to fubjea us to a ju
rifditlion foreign to our conllitution, and uJ:lacknow
kdged by our laws; giving his alfent to thcir ads of pre .. 
tended legitlation : . 

" Foa:quartering Jar~ bodies of troops among 

u FOil 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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cc Folt protc8ing them, hya mock trial, frbill punim ... 
~nt for <lily murders which they fhouhl commit on lhe: 
mhabitants of thcfc flatc!> : " 
." FOR cutting oft' our trade with all part!l of tho 

wor)J : , 

" FOR impofing taxt's on us without our confent: ' 
u For depri~ing us, in many cates, of the benefits of 

II ial by jury: . '\ ' . 
U FOR' tt<lnfporting us beyond fC':15 to be tri::d for pre

tt'ndcn offcnce~ : 
" FOR aboliihing thc frt'c fyfiem of Englilh Jaws in a 

,n~ighbourin;; pru', !IKe', dbblilhing therein an arbitrary 
'ovcrnmcnt, aliI! l'niarb,illg its boundaries, fo as to rt.'n
er it at once an' (·>.ampl~ and fit in{lrument for intro

ducin' the Came aHulutc lute into thcfe colunie" : 
H 'OR ta~llI~ ;lway our ch,utcrs, abolifhing our mon 

,'aluablc Jaw~, ;m~! ilhcring fundamentally the form~ of 
our gO\'clllnlC'n:s : 

u FOR fufpl'!1din:; (1ur own IegiOatures, and declaring 
themu'h'es il1\'cHctl with power to legiflate for us in all 
carl's whatfoC\'cr. : 

• 
" HE ha!' ahdicated government here, by ded.rring us 

out of his protcdinn, and waging war againtl us, , 
U HE has plunJcrl'd our (\:IS, ravaged uur coafis, 

burnt our toWtl!>, and defiroyed the lives of our pcopit-. 
U HE is, at this time, tranfporting large armies of 

foreit!n mcrccll:uics to compkte the works of dcath, tle
fuhlion, and tyrannv :tln'.ldy bc~un with circumlhncrs 
of cn:dty anJ p .. rf y, fcarcely pdrJlkkJ in the m< fi har-

'knous a~l:~, and h.ltJl)' u~lworth)' the head uf a ci\ ili/,cd 
, 

nation. . 
u Hr. ha" con(lraincd our fcllow-citi7fns, takron op

live Oil the h:l!h I(.t" to bear ~lrln" Jl!;J101l their COlllltTV t ~ , . 
to btcollic the n:vCII{I.1I1cr ... of lb'ir fri~nJs :llhl bfl'!hrcn, 
or to f..t11 th"'IlII: h,~ bv their tUII,I'. 

u HE h.t~ (",\Cll • .\ ":'lllu'll ic infllrrt'ctilln-; am()n~fl u', 
alld ha~ t'IIJl'JI ()\I'lJ til ['rill::': O~l !~:e ill~ ';',IIl!~ llf. \lllr 

, 

flOntia~ :~,: I!'l'~, til (, lliJ I,:~l 1:1\ J!~""', W!lOlt'J MIl\,'1I rule 
(If wJrt".:n' i., ';1: UI\l:l!hll~U .. I."J ddb lIdiOll, lit all Jgl", 

kx('''~ <luJ nlll,!.!I' 11- . 

.. I, l'\., \ d.:", "f Ill. (,. -• 
. i' , ' 

t , , I, -! ~ l ~ : u I ! ."' ... l L I 11 t. L 

(lI'l'll'!iit.lI\ \\'r 11,1\ t:' IW
L'JI1'~.J\. [I.·II:!:: thll 11:-' 

pl'.lld 
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onl, by in-
. i. mu. by nery 

• tyrant, is ~nfit to be the ruler ~ 
• • • • • 

• • .. 
W.U,e 
their 

1ft 

than. r~ 
to an 

tqtime, 

raninded of the dr- . 
aDd (ettJc:ment here; . We . 

native Jaftice and imity, 
: 

todUayow 
the of our common. 

wb,jtb would inevi
our ud They 

• tao dMf'to the yoice of j . 
~ .. We aCquiefCe in the 

. our ana bOW II we the 
. lid, iD, in friend..·· 

the OItbeUNITED i 
Ie 

STA IS 'or 
C'()NGRESS 

AM 1.1 C A, in 0 E N· E R. A L . 

the world.for the 
to the (upraile 

of our intention.; cIo, 

• 

• 

me or thefe' . aDd by authoritf • 
ID 

CI 
Uniml 

to be, FR.EE'AItD: 
IND&P DEN S 1"1 S J that are 

&om all 
.n political 
Brita~ is, 
F I.E! AND I 

have full 

to the Bririta· crown, 
the of Great-

to totaIl diffolved; and that u 
DEP ND NT STATES, 
to -war, .conclude f'On-

cmDmcrct:,and to do other all. 
and INDEPENDENT STATES 
rna of do. And for the (uppon of this declaration If 
wi a film reliance Oil the prott'dion of D I V I N E 
PROVIDENCE, we I,. pledge to other 

. our.1ivu, our (onunE., and d\ir Cacrtd honor," 
• • 

THIS dccifive ftep w.u in the face of the whole 
Britilh collett." on our (horcl, From that moment 

--,' every thing all'umes a new appearance ~ The propofitions 
and fupplications (or .'CConciliation. fo haughtily rejeCted, 
wen: done- away. The meta hyfical difquifitions about the 

• complu-
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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patibility of colonial 
thonty in commercial fuperi 

'Jarion, to tbe C .of external, 
internal, :---T~fe; with 
tbem, at an end. A flOglc 
ilI'ue 0( the ~on'tdl, whether we 

, flaYed provinCei, or free and 
this every WlU in 

part; , 
. ' 

! 
• 

. parli~J1tary ,au'
aa. of legif

y of the idea· of 
the incident to 

. was. put on the 
be conq\K~ en
State~ l Arid on 

to take his de .. 
~ 

UPON the day of " 1776, general Sulli· 
van, who h n m:kic prifoner b the enemy in the 
aaion of Long fland, delivered the Howing to 
Congrtfs {r'!lll lord HoWe:·· . 

• 

• 

". That,' though he could not I at (tfent with 
Congrcfs as fueh,. yet he was ·very de arous of ha'ving a 
conference with fome of t,he members, whom he would .. 
confider' for. the refent only as private gentlemen, and 
meet thun h,im{el 2$ {uch, at rueh place as they filould 

• appoint: 
" That he, in conjun8ion with 

power." to compromire the'.difputl 

• 
neral Howe, had fu 11 
tween Great-Britain 

to boch; the ob. 
two months in Eng-

• 
• 

• 

, 

, 

• 

... 

and America upon terms 
hining of which delayed him 
)and~ and' his arrival a this pl~e before the dt:- . . . 
clJration of independency toole 

"That he wifhro a. 
time, when no dC'cifiveblow was 
could ("Y that they were 

• • • • 

ight be fruled at this 
. an.sll!eithcr par.ty 

to e.nter into (u~h 
• 

agreement: 
" That, in cafe Congrcrs difpofC'd to trcat, many . 

things, which th~y had not as alke~, might and ought 
. to be granu:d. the~; and thlt, i if upon the confer('flcc, . 

tht"y found any prdhable groun 'of an accommodation, 
. the authority of Congrtfs mufti. afterw;\t-ds ad now- . 

ledgcd, otherwife the compaCt wc>uld no(be eomplc:tt:." 

ON the -5th of St>ptemher the 
• • 

following rdolutiom j to n·il, 
Cong 

• 

" RiSOL\'ED, That grneral Sulli,'an 
, 

I 

C .1Il)C to the 

be r('qudh'd to 
i 1\ fllnn 

• 

J , 

• , 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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and 
Ofia 
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. being the rcpre. 
of ~melica, 

to confer 
: but that ever 

• • 

temls, they will 
wh~thor he has 

authorized by Con
. of Amefica, and what that 

(ueh' propofuions as he {hall 
the fame: . 

• 

• 

• 

, 

, 

• 

(0, 

to write to. ~neraJ 
it i, the opinion or 

betwl"ell Great
. ought to be 

tbeAme be made in writ
of the raid tlates 

. by : And if ar-
to by any of the rs of the 

OIl that he inform thl'tn, that 
tbefe UBi_ 'who enCticd into the war only for 
the of'tbeir iveaand .' willdu.'l:rfIl1Iyagrl"C 
to on _cmabl_ tUII.S, whenever fu'ch lll;t1J be pro~ 

• to In 
, 

• 

, Tel 
on ~ 17th 

• 

• 

.. -
, 

• , . 
.. , 

• 

.. 
" 

was app?inted the next day, anJ 
the foJJowmg report, 

• 

" IN obedieo(e to the of s, we: have had 
a meeting with lord HO'ft. It was on ednc(J;I)' Jail up-

· 00 oppoGte to Amboy, wbcte his lordfhip 
J'IIOccived and . UI with the utm~ft politcne( ... 

:" the converfation by aC<1u:.linring 
'us, that, tho' -, could 'not trut with us as a commiUl'C of ' 
Conp(If, yet, .1 hi' powers enabled him' to cOllfl" and 
confult with any private &!o of influence in the 
colonies, on the means of rdloring peace ~tween the two 
coUntries, ~ was of thit opportunity of confnring' 
with us 00 that if we t ourfdves at Jibt.ltv 

, to.en~ into a : with him truu charadeI'. \\' e 
-" ob(ervc:d to hi, Jordlhip, that, .1 our bufinefs waS (I) hl';.! r 

he might us in .what light be p'lnft:d, ;lIld ('fllll ~ 
. to any propofitigns he might ~ Oiutho! ill'd IH 

. H 2 . 1I1JL' 
• 

• , .. 

• 
, 

, 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• , 
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for the 
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in DO other , , 

of 
. of. 

• 
, 

• 

, 

• 

• 

noexpJicit 
the .colonip 

to the 

,0( 

of' 

, that we could con
than that in which we . 
Hi. lonIfhip then en

lenp, which co,,
nc:ept one, namely, 
tbfir II ' and . 

• 

.• The rdt 
that was an ex-

in the and his miniflen to 
, eafy to with intimations, ~hat, 

in 'cafe.of ou.r fubmiflio~, Clufe the pft'cnfive 
.' .as 0( parr' be t and the inftruClictna to . 

to be ; fo, if any juft cau(cs of 
were (quad in the or any erron in govern .. 

ment to have into the inftrutiions, 
might amended or " 
W.I gave it a our . his 10rdJhip, that a re-

, tum to the domination was not now to be 

, 

: We mentiol\cd the bumble petitions of 
the colonies to the king\~nd which had, been 
b'Qlud with conttmpt and only by additional in-
juries; the patience h~d {hewn und<:r their 
tyrannical governmeny and that it was not' till the late 
all of parliament, which denounttd war againfl us, and 

us out of the king'5 rotedion, that we declared our 
. that this «lantion had been called for by 

the of the colonies in ; 'that ~very colony . 
had approvoo of it, when and all nQw confidemf 
themfc:lves as Indeptndent Statef., and were feuling'Or had 
fet~lcd their governments accordingly; fo that it w;lS not 

. in, the power of Congrcfs to agree for them, that they
ihould return to their fonner dependent flate j that there 
was no doubt of their inclination, to puce, and their wil
Jingne6 to enter into a tr;eaty with Britain, that might be 
aJUl1ragco us to both countries; that, though his lordfhip 
had at t no power to treat with them as'Independent 

· States. he might, if there was the fame . difpefition 
in Britain, much Cooner obtain frdh thence, 
for that purpofc,lhan powers could be obtai. 'by Con-

. grc:fi, from the fC\lcral colonic!;, to conffnt w3'(ubmiilioll. 
" Hi5 Jordtbip theu (aying, that he was Ivrry to find, 

, th il t 

, 

• I 

, 

• 

, 

, 

• 

, 
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like to take place, put 1ft end 
, 

• ' , fI .. . • • 

, 

. to your (~mi=, 
,ariy ,autho-' 

in '.a of' I . . par , 

it did· not 

• 

. ~ith fuch exaept!OJIs U 
'think to make, and Of declaring . 

it, to be in the· peace, 
.: , U to the of intb 

, 

the 01 A_ri~ which hillordlbip to,us, , 

and of ~ IMI and conCulting wi~ any ~, 
amght think' proper, and lJIe \ 

O(·fucb to tbt: , who provided 
, after aU or , the • 

any . in ti}e . 
or in parliament 

any ,we 
at fu~b • wOuld have 

to tie relied on" by Ame-
of' " • 

18 
• 

, , 
• • 

• , , 

• 

Fllo~ this tile. with the. VID-
1enc:e, and ?'II' profecu'~ by ene.ilY with unabated . 
.' and barbarity. To fecit.: the infbncn in' 

. ple!clPt hath been broken 
be and ~tcleli ~ V iaory 
for • favor 01 their fuperior mbers 

snd their eqaJ to 
their Unable to of the ob-

, 

, 

. bad undettaken, at the acquifition 
of the minuter . the 1 Y parifitn of 
• voluplUOUI (OUR had in imagination carved out our pof-

amon, ' and wantoned in the pro(~a of cn-
the fruits of our l.boriol,;S induflry. Every thing , 

which like conciliation, was as a 
(1M": ~A;M ' ffOUl fUbtenefs of foul. The {pirit of 
defpoti with hope and inu~ t? guilt. turned a 
hard unfeeling eye the oliferies of h natun', and 

• wen the flotillof ~ngeance to the head of 
But that fun tide of , which had carried 

their ex tions (0 to ebb away: The gal_ 
I.nt army Burgoyne, chcck4.'d by impcdi_ 

, 
ments • • 

• 

• 
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• 

• 

• 

• 

, 

• 

• 
• , 

, 

, 
• 

[ 6J ] , 

• 

• • 

.' meats, .which nature had thrown in bi~ cour(e, at 
. ttcd, nocwithftand the effort. of their llccompl' 

to the· of th~ir foes. The fplc:n-, 
of our Ii in that qunw mled the atteution of 

to our fonitude and 'The ~ight and. 
of a refill the aftonilhin 

( made by were evident to tbe mol 
carder. obW-Vation. The nowledgcu.ent of our inde-

· pendenee therefore obJetl of (<<ioul deliberation. 
A (rom their ot to a v i~w of their 

• ,danger, the minillry of England incd, if pomble, to 
"cover what they had wantonly' thrown away. . 

• 

• 
• 

ON: the 21ft day of April, J778, the 
at York. Town, received a letter 

a printec.l paper frolll Philadelphia, 
IIlg , 

• , 

• 

" DRA U G HT'ifa. B ILL for 
'.I tb~ Parlia",,,,t if Grlat.Brita;lf, 
'.f thl right , imp'fi'" 10XII withi,. his 
prttf/;IIus 011 Plahtol;'1IS ill N,rib-Awr;co, 

, 

, 

then 
general, 

the follow-, 

1M ;1ftmt;,,,, 
thl txn-tifo 

S col,1Iits, 
• , 

• 

, 

," HER E A S the exercifcQfthe r' raxatton by 
, liamtnt ofGreat.Britain, he purpofe of 

• railing a revenue in his Majefiy's colonies, . nees, and 
plantations in North-Americ.a, has been by ex-
pcr~nce to ocaCaon great uneafineffes and iforders, and 
bas by fundry rnifreprefentations btcn made the means of 
miOeading many of hi~ majdly's faithful ubjecb, who 
yet acknowledge the jufiice of conuibuting t the! comrnon 
defence of the empire, provided ruch contri ' s Ihould 
be rai(~d under the authprity of the G Court, or 
Gener41 Aficmbly, of each refpcctive col , province 01' 

planurion; A,.d WbtrtllJ, in order as wdl to remove the 
faid unealinctles, and to quiet 'the mind!\ tus Majdly'~' 
fubjech, who may be difpo(l-d to return to t lann', 
as to refiore the J'f'ace and welfilre of all h' I y's do-
minions, It is eXJX-di('nt to declare, that '. illg and 
Parliament of Great Britain will nut impofe any duty, tax 
or afkf~mcnl, for (he purpo'c of rO\ifmg a r.evt'llue withiu 
ally of thc [",id COlOlllLlt, pro\' inc(!I or pl.Ultlltion,: 

h ~b\, 

I , 

, 

, 

, 

• 

• 

• 

, 
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• 
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• 
• 

• 

, 
• 

• 
, 

• , , • • , 
• 
I • 

• 

• ' 

'the 
ncr _ 

• 

.. DRAUG' 

.. 

-

• 

any 

• 

, conun • 

and ag.ee with 
or with , 

with Juch 

• • 

• • 
• 

. ( 63 ] , 

, 
• 

• 

• 

DOt 
• 

• an • 

AIda 
• 

beex~ient it 
'. , the net pro-

to be.ahn1' to, and 
• • • • or. an 

be fuch IDUI" , the . 
• 

of the 
01" ol 

01' are 
• • 

• 

T "4 BILL t. IMlh bis .' " 
witll . I, ".NII, eM-

, 

. .",. (ht ",.., if . . lIN 'ifortUrl 
artIIi" .tf ~ ·itIi.i~t ' -

I 

I 

aDd of 
0{ totbcir 

'which \lave many of 
~oniet, provir • .xs and· plan

Maflichufetts. Bay, Rhode
New-York,. New-Jerfey, Pmn

lower (:auntie. on Delaware, 
• South-Carolina, aDd 

a fuller . of the juft aad 
of and hi. Pail to 

all hi, in a clear and 

• 

Uberdes ana rights j B, it ",.111J.,. 
to be by. his 

cbc Gmt. Seaf of :' 0.-

I by fOl'cc o( this All, have full 
and ;authori!1 to treat, con{ult 
body or bodies politic1J and cor- . 

(uth y or afICmblie$ of ~n, or 
or per(on~, as in their ",jfdom and 

. difnc:tion 
• • 

• 
• 

, 

, 

• 

, 

• 
• 

• , 

• 

, 
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.tifcmiM fhall think meet. ,of,.nd ~onctrnin& 
an)'. or complaintl of gricvancu, nill-

or Cio exUl, in Itbe, govclmllcnt· of any 
die raid ,"~oniei, proyinco or . Icfpcaivcl, 

or in tltc IIWI and iatutes ot thit rcah", mpetliA~ 
rame, and 0( or, any aid (M' uibuuon to 
be fumlthcd ~ all or any of tbe colonia, proviocc. or 
plan lat ions y. (or tbe common defence of thil 
itaim, and the dcfninioRI thereunto. . i aM of 
al)d conarning (u,eh, lCgulatidni, p~Y mat
t~n and things. as upon mature deliberation of the faid' 

or ;my , of {ball be thoul;ht . 
or eonv~n;t'nt for the honor of his MI~lty, 

and ~ common of all his fubjeCls. 
, • 

C. Prwiiei (lifo, _ It ;t Imhtr tUl1ttl JtcltU,/.' 
'That.no regulation, provifion, m:ltter or tbing' fo pro-
portel, confulttd or , {hall have any OCMr 
(olce Of or be ~rried "her into lion, th~n 
is heftin .tier mentioned and , until thc Wne 
fh..all have been appr~ved by 

• 

" PlYfJitktl tI/ji, tlnJ ~, ;t furlhn tfUll1t1/ -1ft 
.,.tjtiil, in <fdcr to (~ilitate the purpofn vf 
this Aa~ it ~l and aaay be lawful the laid Com-
mi or anI of them, from time to time, as 

thall j it convenient, to order and proclaim a 
. . iJf ities. ~n the paft of his ~"jcfly'l 

trOOS>S, in any of the faid colomes or plantations, or , 
any pan thereof, for an time, and under any eonJitions 
or rdlridion~ which awl thin~ com'eRicnt, and 
fuch order and proclamation to revoke :mJ annul in the 
{m.:: [f1imner and form, according to their difcrction. 

, 
• , • 

" A"d [" ;t /Mrlbtr l'I,a..'I(I/, That it {ball be lawful for 
tbe raid CommiffiOlll'r5, or any of them, b pracla. , 

. m~tion urukr their nofptdive hands and f~b, rom timc 
10 lime, to fufpcnJ the operation anJ eft:rtts of Ol ct·rtain 
Aa of Parliitlllcnt. m:¥k' ;uu1 pa11i-t1 in the- 16th )l'ilr of 
the rri!!u of hi, prdcnt Ma.idl)', (ur prohibitin~ all tr.uk 
allll illll.'fl·ourfr with lcrt.lin {·Ohllli..:l' ami p\.lI\t;ltion .. 
(h.I"1\ , .. IIIl<:J\ ~1I111 for th.: uti,,:, P\'HJX11~'" then'ln ah;J 

. 1;1"!\!:,l\ll'J. 

} 
• 

, 

, 



• 

, 

• • 
• I 

, 
• 

• ·r 6J 1 I' • , 

, 
• 

• or 
.. the faid Com. 

fuc:h 
and whac 

... 
, 

.. (urpenfion OWl 
and in 

, .... I 
t 

, , 

.. ·",.alil" 11M IIIIIbwi" 
or an, of 

and to 
and 

• 
• I I t" .. .. 

.u. which' 
Ilt and 

lID 
or ... , 
(Ida or 

or 

" A.J it is tMlItJ I, ,it fttJ.ri" 
It .... lawful to and. for 

• • 

or an, of and they are 
mel to. or 

within 
• or 

• 

" AIfD that DO let or hindrances may 
the of the of (:O«I'nor arld 
in in aD, 01 the • colonies,' pnwincci or 

• 9 or from the of ruch 
. from hil IN it tIIIIlI,J ., 1M 

the Caid , or any 
haft (un and in any of 

!aid . : 01' re(~.aivtJ 
bit hath y nomi 

• , to nominate and appoin~ 
, 

any under their hanck and real." a prOfiCr 
rea to be the Go'rw:.rnOf and C in Chid in 

1 . 
• 

(' -

, 

, 

, 

, 

, 

, 

• 

• 
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~or Iny ruth colonr, pro" ince or plantation, to ftavt, 'flofJi 
Ind txucife, durin hi~ M:ljdly'l leafuJ"'l", the raid office 
ef Governor and ommandt:r in' hid in and (or (ucW 
colony or p!anrottion l"C'(petliY'rly, with- ~11 (uch 
.nd aurhoritiH as :my (iuvrrnor o( futh plUlfince 
fore appointt'd ~ hj~ M:ljdly might or could hne cxcr
c.li(~, In as (ul :and complrtt: mann~r :and forill, as if 
fuch GovernOr:lM Commantkr in Chief had betn no
minatt'd and aprc,intl'" by hi~ M.!jdl \ Jette rs ratent Of 

commiffion, and for that purpo(t, i need b<-, to rtvokC"', 
annul, aRd male ,"oid any commiffion or hourn patrnt 
I\erttn(orc grant,·d. for :appointing any ruch Governor and . 
Coutih:mdcr in Chid. • 

• 

U JI"ti Jt ;1 fur!hr., rnnflttl, ThGt this ACt (hall con-' 
tinue to be in torce until the fid\ dAy of JUI1'C, "hiclt 
DiaJl be in t.y year 17i9. 

6 

Pbilolblphitl, I.j1h .April, 2718 • 

• 

ROB E R T MAC K £ N Z II, Strrt/ory." 
• 

• 

TI-CU wa, referred tt7:l committtcp who, on the 1261 of 
• 

. April. made the following I'fprJrt ; 

• 

f' HE Commilcer to whom W:L4 rt(arrJ· 1M gt'neral', 
letter of the IHth, lonuining a certain primrJ 

p:tpcr fent from PhilA,ldphi.1, pllrporlin~ to be the draught 
.,f :l Bin for declaring the ir.taains of tht P.uliiUikllt of 
Grcat-Hritaln. :u to t~ t.ur:ijt of what thry arc pk.1(ed 
to Cttn\ their ritht f.f imrof:llr! taxc-" within thc.k United 
St:atn ; and :allo the drauflht (If a Hill to l'n,blc the lot: ing. 
ot Oreal-Britlin to appoint CommitTionc:rtl, with powers 
m trcat. cnnfuh ;.nd aglce upon the me"ns of qui('tin~ 
a:rtJin ,.hfuldl:r5 wllllln tbo C.ud Sttltt~, beg ka\'e It) 

oblcrvt', . 

" THAT tht (.liJ p~r--r btil1~ inJut1riounv CHcubtC\f 
"y eml.r .. rir .. oi Ihl: till n'~·. in:l pJrtl.l1 .111.) 1c.'(lt·t nlJU
IIU, the.' 1".1111 .. ""t;ht to be: fllllhwith plilltld Ilir the I'U
bl • .,; irafvrlll.llllJ!l. 

" 111 l 

J 
• 



• 

, 

• 
, 

, 

[ " 1 
.. cannot ",(celtlin nether me ~".' 

bart bcco fra,ned ia PMbd:lphia, 
lef, whether the "-11':: arc rc-

10 be btnu~!lt ,'1110 tb: P.uli.lmcnt 
or wbctb'!l' lh~ a4ucJ P .lrli 1m :nt will con· 

• • 

dar ,(ua! nilia of their law.. But ,m: 
JO Wiev. tIais wiU )tappeD, (or tIM (wlowin.; 

,C I B.CAVII their O:nera! hath Ill~e diYen feeble 
dom to fct on foot f~e kind of treaty d the 1 .. :1 

, 

wi II t~oup, atber (rom a mi(bkeq idea hi. own 
dipifY and , the want of i or 

: Och:r cayCe, lae bath n~ I¥\.ede applicauWl to thOCCI 
with. proper authority. 

1 

'~ 2'11 • 
gt. 

, iD their 

AUII thcyli 
of bolilities 

. (or war. 

dllt the (attaciOU5 iJt'1.1 

I rwder thefe Statel rouirli 
I , , 
I 

" 3.!1,. BICAUII believing fhe Americtns ~ric:J with' 
war, they {uppo(c we will accede to th=ir ternu. fur the 
Cake 01 pe.«" . 

" ,.mly. BICAUSI they (uppote that our M~ociatiom 
be CubjeD. to. like corrupt in8ucncc wlen their 

debatu. . ' 
, 

, 

" SthJy. B.c -,un they cJCpetl (rom thi, Rep the fame 
dF~ mer did from whlt one of their miniflen thou~ht: 
proper to call hi, ,..ilill'", "*;611_ viz. th:u it will pre;' 
"ent powen (,orn giyinc; ail! to thefe S(,(<:S. that, 
it will tb~ir own fuhjoch tQ continue 1I link long,:r: 
Pte prd"~t ",.tr; and that ir will detach (01Tl'! w~ak men 
in Am~ria (r('(u the cJUre of freedom and virtue. 

, 

, 

" 6thly. BICAUSE their "in~, from his ow,. th~wing. 
huh rcaron to apprch:nJ that his At"Ct\ and ;trmi,~'. infl!,;Id 
of b:iug cmplo)'r:d a~.in(\ the territom's of th-:k St.nc,_ 
will be n:celwy for tht d.:fcncc of hi~ OW/I d.Jminium. 
f\l¥j' 



I 

• • 

I 

• 

• 

• 
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u ith1y. B!CAU~E the impratlic;:biiity of fuhj\l{!ating 
thi5 country being every. day moreanJ more man i t~fi, it 
i!; their intcrt:H to extricate themfclvcs from thc war upon 
any terJll~. 

" THE Committee beg leave further to obfervr-, That, 
\lpon a fuppofition the matters contained in the f.lid paper 
will really go into the llritifh St;\tute Book, they felve to 
{hew) in a clc~lr point of VIew, the wc-.uollefs and wicked· 
nefs of the enemy. . . 

" THEIR \VEAKNESS, 
o 

o 

« 1ft BECAUSE they fo~merIy declared, not only that 
th(oy had a right to bind the inhabitants of thefe States in . 
;\1/ caf(;s what(ocycr, but alfo that the faid inh4.bitanr.s 
fhould abfollitt/y and unconditionally fubmit to the exercife 
of that ri~ht. And this fubmiffion they have endeavoured 
to exatl by the fword. Receding from this claim, there- 0 

fore, uhder the prefent circ~mftancc5, thews their inability 
to enforce: it • 

• 

" 2dly. BECAUSE their Prince hath heretofore rcjeClr.d 
the humblcft petitions' of the Reprdentatives of Amcric<l, 
praying to be °c~mfiJercd as fubjedl', and prottch:J in the: 
enjoyment of p<'ace, liberty and rafety; and hath waged a 
moil cruel war againH them, and employed the fanges to 
butcher innocent women and children. But now the l::mt: 
Prince pretcnus to Ul::lt with thurl' vcry Rcprelt:ntativc<". 
and giant to the aT ms of Amcric;l what he refukJ to hn 
pr~'rrI. 

"3Jly. BECAt'SF. ,thL'Y have uniformly labNet! to 
conquer this C<"i[~nl°llt\ rl!jdting every idl';1 of accomlllo
Jation propo(cJ t(l them, from a conhdcllcc in their own 
firength. \Vhcn:fofc it i~ cvidlo nt 1 fn,m thl: eh.mgt: in thLr 
rnoJc of attack, tlut they h,lVC loil thi~ cOlltiJenu:. And 

" {thl)'. BHAl'H lile confbnt 1.1l1~1l.IP·, (!'llken llN 
only hy their ~vliJ~lkr~, but hy the muH publll- oint! ;\u
thcJltil ;!(h uf tilt' IlJtioll, b.lth bnoll, tlut Ii. i, ill,\\:1\
J~Atlbh: wlt.h th~u dl[lllr] tu tr~;ll WIth thl." .\1111.1 Il.lll' \\ hile 

they , 
• 

J 

• 

• 

, 

• 
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" 7th1y. B!eAu!! the impraDic;hility of luhitlf'atinrr 
this country being every. day more :mJ more m.l;lit~ fI, 11 
is their intcn:H to extricate thcmldn:s from the \1;;1[ upon 
any term!). 

U THE Commi:tec beg lc;l\'e further to oh(cf\'c, Tfl.lt, 
~ 

upon a fuppofition the matters containcd il' the f.lid pJrcr 
will really go into the HI itifh Sqtutc Bc,ok, they It' I \ c to 

thew, in a clear point of view, the wca;';'Jll:f., allli wickt:J
nels of the cnem y • 

_ " THEIR \VEAKNESS, 
, 

• " In. BECAUSE they formtrly declared. nr-,t onl\, that 
•• • 

th('Y had a right to biJid the inhabitants ot theft SUtl'\ ill 
all cafes whatfocver, but alfo th::.t the (;lid inhJbitJllt'> 
lhould ahfo4tJtlJ and unconditionally fubmil te the excrcilc 
of that right. And this fubmiffion they I\;\\'e enJta\o\lrco 
to exaCt by the fword. Receding from thi~ c1..1im, there
fore, under the pre(ent circumfi;ulcc~) thew!> thcil in;lbi!ity , 
to enforce it. . 

, 

" 2dly. BEC At'Sf: their Prince hath heretofore rrjcLlfrd 
the humblefi petitions of the Rt:prtft:ntati\C5ot Aml'lic;J, 
praying to be cOlTfidcrcd as fuhjtd'l :lT1d pw:t'dni in the 
enjoyment of peace, liberty and f.1fcty; and h.lto w;1~cd a 
moil cruel war againH thun, and employed tht: Cl\;l.t,:C', W 

butcher innocent wornen amI childrcn. Put now :ill' 1~l1l1.' 
Prince pretends to treat with thurc \Try Rl'prctt'Il~.\II\ l", 

and grant to the awlS of Amcric;l wh.1t he ll'lukJ tu hn 
pray"J. 

"3J1)'. BEe Al'S£ thl') bJ\'C unif()rmly hb(llnl to 
conouer this C<llltlIlCJlt', rt'ic.:till" every Il!n (If .ICCl'!1\II:tl-

• .. b J 

oallon propol.:J tp them, lrom .1 (lllihdlllCt' ill tht il l''''!1 

ftrength. \Vherl'fofc it i:-. nidl'll(, f~( Il1 tht' cllJll~:l III t~:, If 
mode ofattilck, tlut tht,y h,,\c lolt d.l\ llII1l1dlllll'. [\!d 

• 

" 4thl)'. BFCAI'SE thl' COllfiJlli 1.11l~U,I!-,t·. f;",b'll II" 

(lnly by their to'jin,i!tel!-., bu: h\ the 1I; .. !l l'I,t·!:, ,<I:,: .. lI

tht:ntic a[b 01 tht' IlJtiull, L,lll! b" II, 111.1l It I', ;:.,' :11· 

JJil~lble WIU1lh\,:u dl'lllry (v ~IL .. t \\.th till" .\i!.l I" ,.:,' \\ t·:!c c.. • 
L .' " 
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• 
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• 
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titer hue arms in their bands. NotwithfbnJing 
an offer i, now about to be nude fer U(·;lty. 

which , 

" Tn! WJCJtEDNIl5S and INSINcr.~lTY of {he enemy 
appear frOom the following confider~tions : . 

. \ 
" tn. EIT"'" the Bilh now to be paffcd contain a di- . 

n8 or indirel;t cdlioo of a part of their former c1.lim~, or . 
they do not. If tbey do, then it i<; acknowlcdgl'd rh"t they' 
hIVe {:lcri6ced many brave men in O!.n unjufi quarrel. If • 
they no nQt. tben they are calculated to deceive Amcrica 
into ~11il!\, to which neither argument before the war, l10r 

force lince, could procure her alknt. 
,.-~-

" 2.dly. THE lirfl of thefe Billt appears, from the title, 
to be a declaration of the intmtions of the Britith Pariia
Ill(:nt concerning the exercife of the rilhl' imp~g ta)(~s 
within thefe State§. Wherefore, fhould t e{e States trt:at 
under the {aid Bill, they would indire81y aclnowkdgt thAt 
right, to obtain which acknowledgment the prdent wu 
hath'boen avowedly undC:iuken and pro(~cutcd on the put 
of Great-Britain. • 

• • • 

• 

" )dly. SHOULD fuch pre.tended right be (0 acquiefccd 
in, then, of confequence, the fame mi ht be exc:rcilCd 
whenever the Britilh Parliament thould nd thcmfclv6 in 
a difterent·ttmptr anJ Ji/PDJition; fincc it mufi depelid up
on tho(c, and fuch like contingencies, how far men wdl 
aCt according to their former inttntjanI • 

• 

" 4th1y. THE (:.tid tidl Bill, in t.~e body thereof, (00-

uineth no new matter, but is pr iCe!y the [.line with the 
motion before-mentioned, and Ii. Ie to all the objections 
which lay againfi the {aid motion, excepting the follow
ing p1rticular, viz. that by tlx mOliQ1I aCtual l.lution was 
to be {ufpended, (0 long as America thoulJ rive as much 
a~ the (aid Parliament mi ht think proJXr: Vherl'a~, I.>y 
t~ P'tpfft" Bill, it is to fufpendt'tl, as IOllg as futult 
Parliaments continue of tht: fame mind with the prt:fCllt. 

" sthlr. FROM the fecund Bill it app(';u~, that th~ Hr4-
~ KUlb may) u II': plc.:"C;;:., ;lPlXiiut C omlllilliOJlC'r~ to 

If/oM 

I 

, 
• 

• 

• 

• 

-
• 
• 
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,mit lnll l1J:"u with thore, whom the pk01fc, 2bout ;\ n. 
riclY of thlng~ therein mrntionctJ. ut fuch t~atic~ and 
agr('(.·O\cnb an' t,) be of no validity without the concur
rcnc~ of the (aid Parli;'lOlCnt, except fo rOlr at they rdate 
to the IN/J WI of ho(hhtic~, and of ccrt.in or theIr Ach, 
the gra.ntlllg of p.udons, and the appointing of GO\lernors 
to tilde fo\'crci Ii, free and indcpu.dcnt SlatC$. Where
fore, the fOlid .uliamcnt h.lve rc{crvCtI to themfdvcs, in 
""'l'r./s wordt, the power of ietting ;\liJc .my (uch trc~tYt 
an:\ takln the ad\'ant.l~,\' of any circumUan<>es which mrty 
ariic to fu ~ca: this cominent to their ufurpations. 

• 
u 6thly. THE faid BiH, by holding forth a tender of 

pardon, implies a criminality in our juHihilblc refinance, 
anJ conf,:qucntly, to treat under it wuuld be an impl~d ac-
).;nowlc-dgmcnt thoAt the inhabitanl$ of thefc States _wcrc~ 
whJ.t llmain hath declared them to be, JVbds. 

" 7thl~" THE inhabit<tnts oft~ Statei bt:ing claimed 
by them as Subjclts, they rna' infrr, from the natur~ 0( 
the ll('goci.ltion now pretendc to be It:t on foot, th~t the 
faiJ inh:thit •. :1ts would of right be aftcrw.uds bound by 
fuch LolW<;, a" tt" y tholild make. \Vhcrct'ore an)' agreement 
~!ltcred into on luch ncgociatior. might at any future time 
be f( pc.luj. And . 

" Hthl\'. BEe A t'H the fJid Bill purports, that th(: 
Cumnudi;l1l< r~ tht {elll mClltilllll'l1 il~,1Y tIt,lt wilh pi i\ ate 

-
j;hli\'i,\u.d ... ; a nh;l(urc highly Jt:rob;.;.t~)f}' to th~ di!:";l1ity o( 
Il.Hiu.n.d du{a.:icr. 

" FRPM all which i( :lppc-ars C'\ilknt to your Com
mittel', th.lt Ilil GiJ Hlll~ all- inkllJeJ ttl Opt'late \lpon ihe 
l\Oi)(-~ JnJ k.l;o, 01 the If'hlli IKopl,,: or tlit ii: Statt'~~ fo as to 
(:rt<ite dl\ I (alll'" ;!U]('!I:': thllll, ;llld a lkflCiloll from the com

Inull ("Jute, IIOW hv thr bl~ l1in~' of DI\'IIlt: Pw\i,klH.:c draw-. ,-
in;.:, m:ar to a f.i\\lur.lhlc itlue, Th.lt lhl'Y art- the Ii:qutl of 
tll;;l i:\'iJi'HI~ p~.l!l, whl~ II, fro.n thl' J.I\ ~ llf the ~tamp ... 
:1':\ J<lWII to (hr rlll:_lIf 111Ilt'. h.lt!1 lIl\ol\ul thl~ ,'oulltry 
ill ,',,11(( IItIU/1 _IUJ l':,".~\fLtJ ,\:1'\ tho):, .1'.1:1 tolhn "lit"'> 

'u III th,., ;,lihllll. h ,Ir, tllllft.llll'l-' Ill,l\' I.tllt' th,rq .Illll!\l"~ 
toJ It(ll.~' !IUIII ll.,u UJJ!t:.idi •• LJk l :.1,1\,·" thu-.- LIIl 1><.- II\.) 

J\ j~;~,t 

l 

\ 
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idubt b\it they "om as herttofoI"C t upon the lidl fJ\''or
able occafion, Ilgain difpJay that lun of domination, which 
"adi rent in twain the mighty empire elf Britain • 

• 
• 

" UPt,'" the 'Whole matter, the Committet beg leave to 
I~~t it at rheir opinion t that as the American! unibi in 
due arduous conteft upon principlC!S of common in~rcftt 
for the defence of tiglnl -and privileges, which 
anion halk been ccnlt"ntcd common calamiue! and by 

and . t fo the great caufe for 
which they contend, and in which all manicind are inter

• m",ft dcriyc its (\leeds (rolll the continuance of that 
anion. Whnt(orc any man or body oranen, who Ihould 
prd"ume to make.. fe or parti.ll convention or :lgree.: 
mentwilb . a under the crown of Great-Britain, 

any of ought to be confidered and treated as open 
, nowcd af thefe U ruled States • 

• 

II 

• 

«I AND rttrther our Committee be . Jeave to report it 
ls their opinion, hat thefe United tat~ cannot, with 

. ,hold any conference or treaty with mil Com-
an t~ of Oreat-Britain, unlefs they Olall, 

as a pre!' inarj either withdraw their fleets and 
. or eire, in pofitive and· exprefs tenns, acknow-

ledge the Ind~pendenoe o( the filia Statei. 
• 

• 

" ARD ihJ.finudl as it appears to be the cIefign of fM 
~ell\ies of thefe States to lull them into a fatal {~curitv--
to the ('nil ~at they filay act with a becoming weight' and 
importance, it is the opiniQf\ of your Committee, That 
the fe-veral States be called upon to ufe the mofl firenuou! 
exertions to have their rdi' ive quotas of continent;tl 
troops in the field :is (oon as pomble, and that all the mi.;· 
liri .. of the {aid States be held in readinc:fs, to a~t ;l.j oc
calion OIay rc:qui~." 

• 

THU report being rtJid, and deb:rteJ by r:\r;tgraph~, W:\~ 
agreed to unanimouny, and publifll(·d. 

o~ the next day Con~~rcf::. Clme to the fLll10Will~ rtfv
lution : 

• • \ \' IiI. h [ ." , 

• 

• 



, 

, 

":'2. 
I 

, 

J 
... , V{HF.RF.A~ perfuafion and influcrlte, the exampie o( 

the deluded or wi<:ked, the fc~r of d;m r, or the calamitie, 
of war, mayha-vc induced lOme of t fubje8s of thefe 
nates to jClin, aid, or abet the ·Britifh forces in America; 
and tho' now defirous of returning to their dutyt and 
anxioufiy wifhing to be received and reunited to their COlln~ 
tr ,they may he deterred b the fear of punifhmcnt ; ~nd 
w eros the people of the e {tares are ever more ready to' 
reclaim than to abandon, to mitigate than to increafe tla..: 
horrors of war, to pardpn than to puniili offehders : 

• 

• " RESOl.VED, T~t it be to the legiOa- , 
Cures of the fcveral ftates k> pra,fs laws, or to the executive 
authority of each ftatc~ if invdkd with fufficient power" 
to i(fue proclamations ~ffering panlOn, with fuch exeep- " 
lions and under each limitations and reftri8ions as the 
fcvcral flates {han think expedient, to ruth of their inhahi ... 
t:mts or fubjech who have levied war againft any of thefe 
ftates, or who have adhered to, aided or abetted the enemy, 
:rnd who fluB furrender thcmklves to any 4:iyil or military 
officer of aRY of thefe {tates,. and Chall retotn to the {late 

. to wh4cl\ they may belong before the. loth day of June 
next: and it is rccomllKndeu to the and f.lithful ci
tizens of thefe ftates to receive fuen returning penitents 
with compaffion and mercy, and to forgive and bury irll 
oblivion their paH failings and tranfgrdIions." 

• 

• 

Os the 2J of May Mr. Sime00 Dean-e a-rrived at York·· 
Town with copies of the trc:1tit"S with France, whid\ 
were r~ti.fied on the 4th, and on the 8th the fullowillg 
adJrcfs was made to the: people of America: 

- . 

" Frit'lldi m:d Ccunt')'mm, 
• 

" H R E £ YC:lrs hJI't' now paffi·J ~W3y finet: the 
<:1):ni!lCn(l'm~'r\t of the prdt:nt W3f. :\ w.lr 

withuut rur~djd ill !he ;lnn..1l~ of m;tnkind. It h.nh Jif- . 
played a t'pt.·cLck the mol} f,.lunn tlut Gill po/hbly he 
n.hibi~t'J. (>!1 one lille, w.: khulJ fraull.:lllJ violence: 
L~h" Ill,! ill the le1\ ,,"'l' of d"'lpotilin', 011 tilt: othn, \ IrtUl' 

an.! f,'rlltuJl' (ul'i'U! tu.:! JllJ lfl.lbldlllll.:.; tilL J i;;hb ut 
• 
l.:Jm.1Il 11.ltUIt'. 

• • • 
" ') {; I.! 

! 
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U You cannot but remember how reluClantly· we c 
into this arduous contdl; and how repeated y, 

the earndlm:fs of humble intrcaty, we fupplicat~ a 
red~fs of our grievances from him who ought to havQ 
bttn the father of his people. In vain did we implore 
his pl'Otedion: in vain appeal to the juilice, the gene-
rolity, of E' ·-of men who had been the guar-
dians the . and vindicators of liberty thro' a 
fu on of 'W' : men, who, with their fwords, had 
dbblifbed the hrm barrier of frl'edom, and cemented it 
with the bloOd of heroc~. Every effort was vain. For, 
even whilft we were roftratt-d at the foot of the thronc, 
that fatal blow was rucle, which hath (epat'2«:d us for 
ever. Thus {purned; contemned, and infultcd--.thus 
dri by our enemics into mcafu!'es which our fouls ab

• ern 
~-·we made a folemn appeal to the tribunal of un
wifdorn and jullice---to that Almighty ruler of 
whore kingdom is over all~ . 

. "Wit Were then quite defencclefs. Without arms, 
without ammunitIon, without clothing, without {hips, 
without money, witJlOut officers (killed in war; with no 
othcr reliance but the bravery of our people and the jufiice 
of our aufe. We had to contend with a nation grnt in 
arts and in arms, whofe Reets covered the ocean, whofe 
humeri hitd waved jn triumph thro· every quarter of tbe 
lobe. However unequal (his contell, our weaknefs wa~ 

t ill f:trther incrcafed by the enemies which America had 
nouriihed in her bofoH1. Thus expofed, on the one 

.h;mJ, to external force and internal divifions; on the 
.olher, to be compell~ to drink of the bitter cup of fu
vcry, and to go forrowin alltour lives long; in this (ad 
alternative, we chofe the ormer. To this alternative WI! 

w~re reJ~C<.-d by men, who, had they been animated by 
one fparle of gencrolit , would have difdained to take 
flH.:h mean advant'lgc 0 our fitultion ; or, had they paiJ 
the le:tfi regarJ to ttle rules of jllflict', would have con-

e fiJ<.:rcd with abhorrence a propoiltioil to in'ure tho(e who 
II Hi f.1lthfully f()u~ht their luttlc~. aJld in uthioufly con
t I ib\lt~,t tl) n:;lr till l'Jiticc uf thtir glory. 

, 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 



, 
, 

, 

• 

• 

, 

, .. , 

-

, 

, . , 

l 

[. 1+ ] 
, 

• 

-

, 

, .,u Bu'r, hO\nver lleat the injuflice of our fOCI ~n c6m" 
this war, it il by no ual to the cruelty 

with h.ve conduaed it. ,he of tht:il' 
It by rapine and • Thoufands f 

'Without' of age or, fa, 'have been driven from 
,their abodes, to mcoun,ter me r' of indc-
~nt ; and the race of Heaven been infulttd 
bl the WInton' of defencelef. cownl. Their' 
vtaurics han !: the murder of men 
no longer'able to ~ftft. and efcaptd from the 
firft aa of have been expofcd, by cold, hunger, 
and -to WQI' out a mifenbJe exiftencc in the 
ttdious of confinement, or to tbe dc"roycrs 
of their of their friend., dreaCJful 
idea! of their ' or children. . wu 'tbis the 
OUtJagcoUi barbarity of an individual, -but a ,of dc
libenate malice, ft:unpcd with the concumrtee of the 
Britiih' and (anaio~ with all the formalities 
of law. ay, . todiffolve the c10feft bon~' of 
(ociety, they have . knUlts to Oaythtir mailers 
in the peaceful hour of fccurity. And, as if all 

. this _ ' " to flake their tbirft of blood, the blood 
of.. of unoffendin bJotben, they ,have excited 

• 

, 

the Indians againft us; an a general,' who calls himfclf, 
a c:hrillian, • folloWer of the IiJtcdful ]tfus .. hath dand 

" to proclaim 'co all 'the world his inteJl~ion of letting l.oofe 
againft us whole bofh of favlgcS, whore rule of e 

, 

• 

• 
, 

is ' who ujoice tomurtkr the infant 
ing in its alms, to inflict on' their prifonns 
moft excruciating torments, and exhibit fcenes of 

froUl which nature recoils • 
• 

ERE it pomble, they Id have added to this 
terrible yftcm, for they 'have offcml the: inhabitants of 
thefe flues to be exported b their merchants to the fickly, 

,baneful c1ime$ of India, t re to ~rifh. An offer not 
ac(eptN of, merely flOm the: imprat'ticability of carry in!; 
it into execution. \. 

u NOTWITJ:STANDING thert gre'3t prov~ations, we 
hl\C treated ruen of th!:m as fdi into our hands with 
tl:l\d::mtfs, and fiudiouOy endt'~\'ourt:J to allniatc tht: 

affiidium 

, 

I 

• 

-

" 

-
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• their Tbi. condult we have 
CO Cu, at to be tbtm wi~ cowa 

, 
Ice, 

.. bJour folly- ut odr wu 
It DOt 

110 .. ) .. 
o 0 

who 
wto for evil. And 

than the manner of our de • 
l How have we ber ... reduced to dilln!f., 

lU been n.iAd up f when the means to the 
War ~'" WlDt."$ to· "'. hJYe not our foes 

been inftrumcntal in proyiding 1 
This bath been in fucb ,I . of infl:an«:er., fo 

almoi the or ... 
that not to fee and led~ 

be the height of impious ingratitude • 
pro-

.. 
"AT that God of' . whoui wu ourtruflo, 

us . tbe of danger and ditlrcf; 
of • It hath now become J 

° 

if we have courage to ~r{evere, we lba 1 
our liberties and independence.-... The luughty 

who . us from bis feet ~th contumely and 

c 
full 

the parliament which pro(cribed uS; now 
to oIh:f ~ i1iil of WhilG in the . 

blood and 
(.able 

of . off the IIdfk, and avoWed 
: having lavihol in'vain the 

re of 'their fubjetb in of this eXe-' 
now endeavour to m(nare us with the 

of They ~ouJd fcduce )'Ou into a 
which = . mcvitablyleads tD the ~ft 
Oavery. And they beheve that will 
~ terma 1 . uk, you haw: '{i the 

d' of war, (upp~re that you will WeJy lick 
theduil befQloe the of 00'" dcftro~ l Can there be an 

Co loft to the Ii ingt which adorn b\UTWl n1turc l 
To the generous pride, the elevation, the dignity of free
dom 1 Is tb a man who would not abhor a 
upon thore who have dduged his in the blood of 
itl inbabiunts 1 We annat fuppofc is; neithtr is it 
poflible that they yes can expe8 to ma~e many 
1C0nmts. What then is their intention? Is it not to lull 

• 

with the fallacwus ho~ of pe;ce, until they can a(-
new armies to pro(C'Cute their llefiU"io~ deli,ns ~ 

'K 2 f 

• 

• 

• 
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. If this il not the cafe, whf they thain every nerve to 
levy men throughout t~r .nand.,. W do t~ 'Ilanly 
court'etdll~ttJe t IJl Europe to fen hi. unllappy 
fJaves' Why., . tie to ~nbitter the mind, of 
the S=ftP aaainft you l Surely thii i! not the wa to 
conciliate tht i ,of America. Be not, thttt re, 

·weI. You have rull to one rcvue COtlA\&. 
Your foreign allianm, tbough (ccure your inde-

cannot fecure your flOfIt defolation, 
your . (rom lunder, your infuh or 

• violation .. nor ~ur (" ildrtn from butchery. Foiled in 
. pri di~nt you muG ex to feel the rage of : 

ambition. Arire'then! To your tents! And 
gi you for the battlc! It is time to tu'tn the ong . 
CUI'lent of upon the head of the ~dl~ycr. 
T have up the meafun: 6f their' inations, 
and ike ripe fruit muft (oon drop (rom the tite. Altho' 
much i, done, yet much . to do. Ex~ not pcact', 
whiUl a corner of America is in potTeftion of OUI fccl. 
You mu ,drive away from this liln,d roclOik,' 

. a land Sowing i .-\th milk and hoM')'. Your I'f:thren 
at the . . of the contin('nt implore your 

and proteCtion. It i, your duty to rant th~ir 
requtft. hunger and thirft <l.fu~r li~rty. it yours 
to Jifpeonfe to th~m the heavenly gift.- And what i~ thero 
now to prevent it? ' ---

, 

U AFTER. the unremitted dforts of our ('n('mit-5, we 
are fironger than before. Nor can the wickc-d cmiffilries~ 
who {o .uJiduouOy labor to promote th~ir caufe, point 
out anyone: to fuppofe that w( {ball not recci, e 
daily ac<:dlion, of ftrength .. They tell you, it is true, that 
your monty is of no v;Uue; and your debts (0 enonnous 
th(·y can never be paid. But we tell you, thlt if Hriuiu 
prof«utef. the war another campaign, that lingle cam
pOli!!n will coft her more than Wt' h';/.\'C! hitherto cx~nJc:J . 
And yt't thefe men would .prevail upon ),ou to take llV_ 
that inlm('nfe load, and for it to facrificc your Jc-Jrt'H righb. 
I'-or, fllrd\', thnc I' no mall Co 1bfurJ a~ t,j fuppoli:, ttl.lt 
thl' kalt Oi.~ow ot hlM'rlv C'\11 \x- prt'ft'rn'J III .llk~I1Jt'11t 
,'o!lllt'llioll WIth (ilf.II-Britaill, Fronl till' JLlilHt' ot tht' 

, 

t.tt!IIg,lt iIlC\IJ::II(, Ih.l! thl' v1l1, Il\.ll:l:' \,)ll llJldJ lib· 
• 

J 
• , 

, 

• 
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, t n 1 
• 

, 
• 

would be the uRief: aM of a parliament 
line '*' the of their own COIlftituentl,' And 

HI by the con-
it ... to (It unJuftl 

) .horn. thin 
- . to by an, law whatfoeyer • 

• 

JCN be nil bOund among men, wbc* mind. ' 
. ¥trtuoul' ), hive hUn . to the 

rcftnge. 1 hut would your ~ildrtn, and 
daiWtCn, bc;' bl you, to I pattici. 

ill all ,their their . . Itl~unel and 
And this mad, this ~ , r, Item tht!y 

'-l you to alof 
• 

• 

• 

• 

to rdlcll n this (ubjc8. Is 
.hich bath I fIlCh rd'ourc £s for 

u . 1 SIoICh an extenfive 
. (0 " in its and pro. 

none. Neither i. there any to 
wil their pro- . 

tbe baJh 
no tud have beni to c:arry 

Oft .• war. Bee_re, ~r.. be(U inter-
by tour iI II. their armies-.have 

. liDd a ~rt of your 
have villainciutly counter'kited your bill! • 

cxtoniooci6 among' . . with tl\: luft 
cI pin, have Iddn1 to the . ,of ever .. nicle of life. 
Ana beaufe walt men have been artful y led to believe 
tbat it i. 0{ no value. How iJ tbis difcafc '0 
be ? u.c thof'c amoog you, whO have Jeifure and 

, collea the monies whlch individu~s in d\~ir 
are ddirous of placing in the ic funds. 

Let the 'legiOatmu fink their rdi cDlitlions, 
that fa, mete being but one kind of hi ~ there may be 
Ief, danger of Counb:lfeib. Refrain. little while from 

l\'ba6ng mme things which are not, abfoluttly r.l.occf-
, that fo thofe who hJ\ve en cOQuuooatics mAY 

(al they dcfervc:diy _ill) t IO(Oi of lht.-ir ill-gotten 
ho;ard5, by ~lf~)u of the 'rcc with fort"i~n mllllOll'. 

\Which their iiceb Will pro,tt'" Aoo\c illl, briJlg "(Jrw~lll 
,"our 

• 

• 

• 

• 

, 

• 

. r 

, 
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armies into the field. Trull not to or 
ur • Be affured dDt, unle{, yQU pufM'cJ'e, Y04 

Will be to ~nry . of barbarity. But if you . 
the ~ of dera~ whi(:h God and nature have 

the win (oon arrive when ma.o. {hall 
own vilMj . an~ under his own fig-uu, and 

fhall be to make him afraid, 
• • 

. 

• , THI (Wtttl of • 'I'CC C~j'.n."-;~ with (velY part of ., 
the earth .. ilI Coon ~imburfe you t >r all the lone .. yo" 
ba~ . Thc full tide of ~c~lth will flow in upon 

, your flee from the arbitrary impofitions of thofe 
Wbok inttldl and whok: declared policy it was to check 

giowtb. Ypur intcrtfh. will be foftered and nourifllc:d 
govemmentt. that derive their power from your grant_ 

and will ther ... fore be obligm,. by the in8ucncc of Cogtllt 
ftC A;ry, to eXCi t it in your favor. 

, 
cc IT is to obuin thde thin~ that ~ nIl (or your 

unremitted exertions. Yet do pot believe that 
have been or can hi! {ned merdv by your own 

No! It is by the affiftartce of Hl"aven, Qnd this 
. you mull adiduouOy cultivate by aCt, which HQ"en ap-

pr\JVU. Thus thOll! the power and the iuppinds of thcfe 
fo'tICmgn, free and 'independent St~tes, founded on the 
"inn,. o( their citiuns, inclufc, extend and endufc~ until 
the Almighty awl blot out all the anpircs of the nrth~ .. 

I 

ON the 6th of June the Congrds J'c(cived a. letttr of the 
27th of May flOm lord Howe, and one of thr- Jd of JUlle 
from general Clinton, accompanio.l with three ;lds of pM __ 
"pallent: they were as fullow~" . 

• 

SIR, 

A V I N G. by a pada't jufi :miveJ from Gr~;:;t. 
Hriuin. n:cCI\'cd the King's commands tu tr.un~ 

mit to the Cong(r-i~. and rh:: Comm:lIlJrr ill Chid uf 
tht'ir troops, the c()pi~ (If two ,,(ts, p;!{l~.J 1111\ Idli":l of 
1'.rliitUll('lIt. for qUlctlll~ Ih~ ddinJn:. HoW f\lb!ilbnl~ 11\ 

theft (OlVll1e;, ,U\lj pItp.lllllb lh\: w;l.y ivc the (eturn u( 

I 

, 

• 

• 

• 

, 
-
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Sir, 
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1 with 
• 

• 

• 

to the 
~ relating 

Bay • 
. , Moft lin-

t p.rodut\ive of 
d. . 

, 

/t1'f1ftt, 
How.... f 

•• "' .j • • • 

• 
" 

. r,.". , - • 

Mtfl 
H. 

, 
" IN T,O N." 
• 

, 
.. .a, ;11 tIN . 
I rnl", 'lfI;htlM, Act for ~ 

of the prov' of the 
New-E "'gland. 

• 

. ' 
, 

• • 

HER. E A S the pro,vinoe of the Mafl'.:hufctu. 
Bay had few been under II 

bf tbN . . W' 
: ADd an .a, in the 

" 

F Of lUI • mgn, intitulc:4 
* t~ 

haa 
~ t~ ~t~;~ 

laaitallts cl tIac CUI . &lid hat: jn-
IDd apprebmUonlof danp to th=r liberties and

in mel.! of the colOilkt and plantationi ill 
Orth-Arneric~: Fo~ quK-ting and ntinguilhin {uch 

'U.('~mclfcl .anJ .pprthcQlioo., be it tn.atttd y (be 
Kill~'" 

, 

, , 

\ 

, 

• 
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, 

, 

, 
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• , , 

• [ S() J • , 

• 

. . KIng's mnn excellent Majcay, by arid with the adviC'~ 
and c.onfent of the I.on!s {piritual' and temporal, and 
(;ommons, in this prclcm Par:Jian~cn't aficmbled, arid by 
the authority of the l;\mc, That, from and after the palling 
of this a~l, the ~ act; of the fourtee,ttll year of the. reign 
of his prc(cnt M~~dl y; b~~, and the fame' is hereby re-
pcak-d." , . . 

• 

, , . ... 

· • 

1 

" All All fit removing all d:mbts and apfrr'lhmfom, (~.nCtrnhJJ: 
'IO>;(1tio" by the Pafliammt of Great-Britain in any of t/;~ 
to/mil's, provin(ts, and plantations ill Norl".AlIleri4"o, om! 
the Wd/~Ji1ditr;, (iml for rlptaling fa ,,:uch of an Ait, 
lIlade in tbe !t.1Jentb ytar oj the reigll of "is 'preflnt Ma.iVly, 

• • 

• 

, 

" 

, as impofts n duty on 1&4 importtd pom' Creat-Britain intI 
allY colollY or plall/atioll ill .illik'ri~·o, or rt/u/(S th(Yflo. . 

• • • , • , 

HER:. KA S taxation by the Parliament of G rcat-

, 

. Britain, for the p pore f1f raifing a revenue in his 
Majcfty's colonies, provjnc~ , and plantations, in North,. i 

Americ!l, has bttn tound by experience to occaGon great 
um;afincifes and difor'~crl) . his M".Jefiy's faithful 
fubjects, who may neverthelefs 'difpofed to acknow
ledge the jufticc of ~ontributing to die common dd'cncc 
of the empire) prpvided ruch contribution fhould be 
raifcd under the authority of the General Court, Of, Ge
neral Aficmbly, of eac,h rctpective colon', provin-cc, ur 

'plantation: And whereas, in order as we 1 to remove the; 
jaid uneatindfes, and to quiet the minds of his Majcfiy's 
fubjeCts who may be difpofcd to return to their allegiance, 
as to rc'fiorc the pc;!ce and welfare of all his Majcfiy's do
miniom;, it is expcdit:'nt to clcolare that the King and Par .. 
liamcnt of Great-Britain will not impofe any duty, tax, 

• 

or afil:f~mcnt, for the pmpo1u of raifing a f('vt:nue in any 
of the colonies, provinces, or plantations: l'vlay it pka{l~ 
your Ma,iclly that it may be declared and enaCted) and it _.-

. is hereby dtdarcd ;1111\ en~~tcd by the King's moil excel
lent M"jdly, by amI with the advice ~nd contcnt of tilt: 
Lordf. fpiritual :1110 hllljHlI.ll, ami Commons, in this prc
ii.'nt P;H li,lIm~nt a(kn,hlul, allli by the ~,uthority of tilt' 
6flW l Tb:\r, from ,11111 af[\.'I' the p~liling of this <\(t, the 
Kill:.~ ;\11(\ P.n\iamqlt of Glc,lt-Brit;\in will not impot(· 
an\' .hlt\', t;1'\:~ (,11 .lIkt'''Il\''llt wlut(;ytr, plY,lbk in ~\I'l\ III 

hie 
.. 

j 
, • , 

, 

• 

, 
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(ucb 
o(tbe 

ftmbhes, of (udl 
ordinalily paid 
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province~, and plantations, in 
the Wdl-Indicl; e"~pt only ruch 

exptdient to impofe for the regulation 
~: of fuch duties to be always 

{or the u(e of the ..' t 
iclt the {;line than be . Y Ie .. 

as other duties col by the au .. 
. General Courts,. or Gcnenl Ar-

. provinces, or pla.ntation!!, arc 
applied •• 

• 

" N ;t t.1J8~" by thl mtlbwit1 afoytfoid~ 

I , 

Th2t~ (10m the paffing of this ad, (0 much of 
aa, made in ilie kventh "feM of his pnfcnt Majefty'$ I 

t iutiruled, 41J Ail ,no IrmtJinl (trtM JMtitS in thl 
. "'-ill 6",J . i. Awuriul i fw IlIlMtli"l a 

thl JMltn.'.fDl}lMU thl thil 
li",_ elfu - €NWl -.IS IhI ,r ,hi . (elll-
"itl ". '; f'" .'. Jrt!Wba(ls poyd" en 
Cl:w Illrtbm WIIrl I, AnurictJ; 6nd f'" m61"t 
"',olly prt . Iht rll1llli"K if gOlltiS ill fhl (~-
I,,,;~s 81'14 plnt'IIi,,,,; as impofes ~ duty on tea importro 
f~m Great-Britain into any colony or plantation in 
A;,,eiica, or has ItlatlOii to the [aid duty, bes .. nd the fame 
is hereby repealed." 

, 

" A" Ad ID a:abk his Majlj7y I~ appoint Co,mr:iffi,nfrJ with 
/ujJicinrt j>ouvrJ to IYra/, con}ltlJ, and p;ru "'pon tb, mllllll 
t ~1i Orting IN difordtrt nl7tv 1"~I!I'inl in artain if thl (!J

-nitS, t1alll:;tiom, ar.d pro-.;ilful if ]\/Drto-AmtrJ4a. 

b R the quiefing and. extinguilhing of di\'cr~ 
jcaloufies and mifOlpprchenfions' of dll!l;t'r to 

fh~ir !ibutiC41 and leba) tit;hts, which have miOr-d m::Il\' 
(Ii hi, ~bjdly\ (ubjeds in th(' colonies, rrovince~., and 
plant:uinns c.f Ncw-Hilmrfhire, MafLchu(l"U5-BJ);, 
Rhodt"-lfi.inJ, COIIIWLlicllt. :i':ew-Yorle, Ne'w . .J('r(n~. 
Penn(y) valliJ. the Th ree Lower Cou Ilties en Delawaf't', 
Mar} land, V ir~l!1Ja, North-C;trnlill:.i, So~::h-C.!rollllJ, 
;.;nJ (;t, .• r..,i;J, ; .,n,j fur ;\ tLl!l m;lIo1fdf.!lj'lf\ (It thl" jld ;\11,1 

v , 

~'f •• (,f)U. purpoll" {,;f hi, :\L,idh', OIfl'} I." 1',11 !1.IrI:dlr, td 

'ii, ,t,t.:,~~ ;,l!,J 1\ l.llfC;.&1] hi'" Jld"1 ,,"t ... JI\ .\ ri· .l! .'1'\] JH"If. \ t 
J. li\"""l'" . . . '" , , • 

• 

, 

, 
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of(uch liberties and rights; he it cnatlcd by thlJ 
moft exttUent Maj~~, ,by and with the ad\'icc 

and c(m~nt of the Lo~, fp,ritual and tt~mporal, and 
, .m this pretCn! l"arliam~r.t blt'd, and by 

the oftht fame, that it Qial! and 'llay be lawful 
{dr' 'rf"'~ lime to time, by ktter~ patent un-
~ of Britain, to authorife and im· 
pow.::t ve able and {ufliciellt perfons, or any thrte of 
them, to tlUt, confult,. and agr~,.with f~ch body or bo
di~ itieal" and cot'pm;ate; or with Juch a.flcmbly or 
.«rem lie! of men, or with any perron or pcrfom what w 

Wever, of andronccilling any grie\'ance~, or compla;l1ts . 
of grievanc:u, exifting, or (appokd to exifi, in the go
nrnmcilt of any of the faid colonie!l, province~, or plan-
tations ref . , or in \he laws and {brutes of thi~ 
Jealm refpetting {,me; and of or concerning any ai,l 
or contribution to be furni1hed by all or any ot the raid 
colonies, proviAC(S, or refpetlively, fer the 
common defena: of this antI the domimons therc-

, , 

unto belongin ; and of an.l concerning any other Jcgu~ 
htion!;, provi .10ns, matters, and things, n('('dTary OJ 

c.onvenient for the honor of his 'Majdly, .a.~ ~ll~ Par-
liament, and for the cornmon' o~ aU his fuhJe.:1s. 

• 

. H Prit.Jitkd o1fo, (11fd bt it furthn- tm;Eftd and dtdl1rtJ, 
That no regulation,. proviCtoll, matter, or thillg, f;) pro
pofed, treated, coni'ulted, or agret-J, f11tlll tuve any other 
fOrce or effeCt, or be carried further illto CXlclItil1n, th.ltl 

h herein after mentionrd and provided! until tilt [.lI1\C 
{}wl have been >ccntirmcd by P.lIhatnclll. 

• 

" PrlfJidtd alfo, (17u{ bt iJ !Ilrthtr {rtl)<'lld };,'; tlv (!Uti,;. ;t~ 
nfort/aid, That in order to t.tcilitJtl' the gl ><.r' lIYp()1c, "f 
this aCt, hi!> Majett ' m~y lawfully el\;\blc the [.111.1 t'(1l'!\

Illiffiollcrs, or any t re~ ()f them, from tilllt' [t, tllllt', (,. 

oruer .md prod'lim a u:ilJtion ot hul!ditio, Ul\ tht' t,,\1 t 

f.Jf his 1\-1"J' Ih"~ forct'~, by k.1 or bnd, f<or .JJ:\ tjlll~, ,'J;'.! 

under any u',lIdltioll'> O! rdh iC\j,,111"; .llld (l!l h ,,; ,I( ;- :q'.t 

pftk.'lan"J£i()n til It'\ukl' ;1I1J J.lltlld lU ~t,.~, l.!Ui( ilL.!I~I' 1 • L,t 

tWill. 

, ' 
! 
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or· 

That it fhall and 
by '*,. u afore , 

the laid 01' any 
under 

ID time, to 
.a of· 

vnrol the 
all and 

or
coataioed ; 
aod 

nl . 
with 

and for 
of the 
• • 

In 

.. and • and 
... in lieu of &bore di-

.a ... .as 01 for the 
.. or the . -(u(penrlOn 

. the . mel proclamation, 
to anaw and rnokc. 

• • -

" ~. III it ~ IrtfoUl, 
. be lawful for hit y {uch 

to . and impo\1er the 
... ('..r., of .to (u(pc:nd in 

aD, times during tbe cbntinuance of 
and of any-.a or atts of Par-

fmce tbe tenth day of Fc-
, One· fC\'CJ1 hundred and fixty-thrcc, and 

ED of hi. ',(aid colonies, pro-
01 in N . (0 far as the 

fame .~ to l or the ot"eBtion. and rff-:c1 of 
anT' or any ploviflOn or' matter the~in containt'd t . 

10 f .... Cach proviflOnl or mattt'rs rdilte to ;'11 y 
oi _WeI prcwincc$, or plamatioJUI. 

-
I 

" AJIIl it il btrtl1 lUll'" J,y tIN fJ'IItNrity . That 
it blJ!&DCl may be lawful for hii.Majetty, uch l{,Her, 

U . to authorife a.nd impower the lAid 
• .: or. .... , three of thmt, and they are hc:n:by 

uthotiid ~ lmpowered, to grant a ~rdull or parJoI:'> 
to any- ~Ui1lber or defcription ot ~rfons within the l:'td 
coluniel, provWceJ, Ol' pl:wtatil)lI~. 

L 1. 

• 

, 

• 

• 

• 

• 

-

• 

• 

" 
-, 

• 
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• 
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'(\ AND, that no Jet or h ImWY ba.ppen (rom the 
\'ICill1\.'1 nf the of and in ~hitf 
ita ul of the raid c:olon pcoYincei or re-

O!' from the of ruch' from hia 
" . 

:& it nJlllIM ".,hI IItdhwi" flj'mpiJ, 
• it and may be lawful for his , by fuch 

pltent II aforcfaid, to .uthorife impo'\ftf the 
WeI CommiBionen, or anylb~e of them, in any of the 
(aid colon~, incn or plantations rer~iyely, 
wberrin his ufUlilly heRtbfore nominattd and 

. tal a governor, to nominate ancl appoint, from 
to time, by any inflrumtnt under thtu hands and' 

feab, a proptr perton til!) be the go~tmor and commamtc:r 
in chiti In ~nd for any futh co)ony, province, or planta
tion ; 'to have, huld, and exercife the raid office of go
vernor and commander in chief in and for fuch colony 
or pbntation refpcClivdy. with all fuch powell and au- - , 
thorities as any of ruth province horetofon: ,ap-
pointW by his • migh& or' could have txerci(cd, ii, 

. tlS full and ample ncr a,pd ~s if ruch gOvernor 
and commander in chief had been nominated and ap
pointed by his Maje ':s letters' patent or commiftion ; 
and for that purpof~,. i nttd be? to n:VOk~l annul, and 
iUJke void, any commitlion or l~ttt.rS patent heretofore 

. ~ran~d for appointing, "lV fuch gov~rpor~ and commander 
m chief.. <.. 

• 
" And hi ;1 !IJrthtr l':fatltlJ, That this aet lh:l!l con· 

t:nue to be in force 'Until the firfi day <.if JUile, One; 
thouf.tnd [even hundred and [cvcnty-nine:' 

• 

To which the following anfwers were returneJ : 
• 

}~rl-'T~ul1, 111T1t 6, ! 77~. 
M'{ LOR D, ; • 

" H A V E had the !'Ionor of bying your Lnr'!.' 
lhip's lettec of {he l7th of May, with the act-. III 

the Hritiili l';uliamenl illcioli:d, before Congrd':); and 1 
'am infiruth'd to ~\'qllJ.illt )'our LorJ(hip. th.it thy h.1\ l' 
;llrcady r'xpldl~d their (llltillH'lIt~ UpOIl bilb, /l It elF i: 
tiJlly di/rrr~!It irom lllOk J(h, in .1 pubk!i(lll ulthe .~:\~ 
(;f "l'ri! I.dL 

,,, \.'", \J 
1 . I. 

) 

, 

\ 
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o 

• 

ottf'jdr 
,.' . 

. to . .,.,. to batao 
all cI_ (ODftden...wn, • 

, 

• • 

, 

/,twiH,.. ' H I'N. Y LA,V R E N s~ 
Prtfitlnr!" engrtji." • • 

• ~".I-f"IWIr, 1"'" 6, 1778 • 
• 

, • 

'R AV· E hed. the of laying your of. 
.. with the atb 6f the Britifh Par-

, r ,. .,,". . o • lim , 
yo.a, Sir, Uta' already ex-

bill.,.. ft9l f dif-

• 

-
ill. publication of cbc 12'1 April 

• 

• • 
o .. . 

Sir, the King of Gnat-Bri.tain . 
to an end to, the unprovOkt'd 

thefe United Sutes, Con-
. wiD radil1 to fuch trilli. of puce as may 
<".mill with the of . nation!, the in- . 

of their COIlftituentJ, and {_(red r(gard they mean 
It> PlY to bata. 1 have the honor to ~J Sir t 

Mej1 ftfvarrt, 
, 

, 

Hi"NIlY 
, 

p,. 
H;, Exululf('t 

6' LI. ('/' ' v }I), P;' '/. J I' I J$,"ry ~ (lffM, n....J ... ( •. .p, 

... 

, 

• 

" 

, 
• 
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-
()N' the 13th. of june a letter of the til wag received 

fwm llm-d Cariifie, William' Eden, an Geo)j~ John ... 
{oone, ~fquires, with copies of the dna aas . men .. 

, tion,ed, and of a (ommifiion' the King of Great .. 
Br!t~irt to' the Earl of CarlHle, -Lord Vifcount, 

• 

Sir William 'HoVo''C~.l'Jr in hisabfence·Sjr Henry Clintoofl 

"{)ViHi:am Eden, and George ]ohnftu1\e; the letter Wai 
bs foUo\V$ : - , 

, 

• • ... ,. 
, '. • • • 

",." G E N l' L E MEN; • 
• • • , . 

• , 

. ,It _. I T J:I an earneft defire to flop 'the further ef .. , . 
_ ' fubo.n ofolood :m~' the calamities of war, we 

.. communicate to you, with the leaft· .' d~Jay after , 
our arrival in this city, a ~py of the commiffion with_ 

"-' ~ I. • 1\.IT' ....n.... I r_..1 h' ·alr.:..a.:a. ~;'""iC"l u::i ...... ~;;;,ut 1S. p eal~ to ooor 1,IS, as aO ~Ue 8\,'1;' 

· cf Parliament on wbiFh it is founded. And~ at the fame 
· time ~hat we affure you of :cpar . m()ft . defire to ,Ie u 

r !i!ftabhili, on the bafis 0 equal fieed~m and, mutual {~~, 
the tranquillity of' this Olic.e happy you will ob ... 

· (erve that we areveftcd with powers equal to the 
and fueh as are even unprecedc::nted in the a:rotals our 
hiftory.. . '. 

• • 
• • • 

• CI: IN. the piefent {late .of our afFai~, tho~b fraught 
wIth fubJeas of mutual regret,.all parties may draw-fome 
clegrce of confolation, and, even au{picious from 
the recolleCtion that cordial ieconcmatiQJi and. e 
have, in our own and other fucceeded to con. ' 
tentioos and temporary, diviflOns not lefs viol~nt than 
thof~we now experience.: • 

-• 
• 

" W"l! with not to 'recall fubje8s _ which are now ~o 
10n r in controverfy, and will refeive to a . ropet time 
of ifcuffion, both the hopes of mutual bene t, and the 

· confideration of evils, that may naturally ~onfribute to 
determine your refolutions, as well as our own, Qn tb;~ 
important occafion. -

, 
-

- U THE zCls of Parliament whid. we tranfmit to you 
ha\'ing; pafied with fingular unanimity, will fufficientl, 
c\ im:e the difpofition of Great-Britain, and fhew· that, the 

- terms -
• 

• 

-
• 

I 
• I • ,. , 

, 

, 

• 

• 

• 
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, , . 
, ~~ lVim,u~ , to dcmonfinlte our . intentions~ 
" t'ie.~liilk ymprer to dtcl.arc,' evell, in "tbis,()ur.~'rft commu-

1UiC1:lti!)n~ dial we are difpofed to concUI' in ev~ fatisfac-
Ittll."y . and juft ' towards the following among, 
,t,L'~r purpofts:~ ". . :. ' , 

, ' 
• • 

, . . - ~\ 

~'" To confent to a teffatioJl of h9fiilities, both by fea , 
and land. ",' .' , : ' ' . 

, 
, ' .' . , 

U To refi:ore free intercourfe, to revive mutual affec:", 
iioii~ :lti'iJ i'Q1.eW u'ic w~~mon b:ne..'i.~ of naturalization, 
through the ~evenJ patts o~ ,this empire.. .' ' ' " 

", . ' . · . I . -

• 

• ". To .a:C:end 'every freedom to trade that .ourrefFC" 
tlve mttrCftal can .requue. :.. , . ' , . 

, , 
, 

, 
, • 

• 
" -," ,To agree th~t nc ' 
the ddrerent &.ates' of N 

forces bU, be b~t -up. in . 
, 'firithout the con~ 

Affemblies. rent of tt'le general CQngo:d's or 
• 

• • , 
, , 

, 

, 

• 

• 

IU To concur' in meafu.res 'calculated ~to. difch2rge the 
debts, of Ana-erica,' and to" niCe the credit and value of the . . 
p:il.per circulation. . 

• , , , , 
• • • • 

U To perpetuate union by a I'eciprocal clc:putation 
of an agent or front the different States~ who 
!hall have the of a {eat and voi~ in the" Parlia- -
ment of Great-Britaln" j or, if {eilt from Biitai~ in·that· 
cafe-to have 2 {eat and voice in the AtremblleS of the dif-

" 

Cerent Suta to which they may be deputed ., , 
in order to attend the CevcGU interc:fts of thofc whom 
they a~ deputed., . . . 

• 
, 

" IN fhort, to eftablifh the of the Ie .. 
, 'in each '. , State, to fettle its revenue. 

civil al1d and to cxcrcife a 
, • 

, • • 
, -

• 
• 

• , 

, 

, 

• 

, 

• 

• 



• 

• 

• 

, 

• 

• 

• 

, 

, 

• , 

• r as .] • • 
• 

• 
• 

fea: freedom nf legiflation and interhal .goVt:rnmcnt, (0 
. that, the Britifh States thl'oughout North-America, aBing 
with u;s in . peace and~yar· under oI\~" common fovereign, 
.may have the irrevocable enjoyment of every privilege, 
that is ~ort of.a total feparatlon of iriterefts~ or confifteI!t 
., .... ith that union of fOrce, on which the fafay of our com .. 
man Idigion·omd libei"ty depends.' . . 

· . 
• -• 

• 
• 

'¢It IN our anxiety for.preferving thofe facred and efl"en .. 
, tial· interefts, we cannot ... belp t.:lkitlg. notice ·CJf the infi ... 
dious interpofition of a power, which ha~ from. the brft 
.icttlement of thefe colonic's,: been a8:uated with enmity 

. .to u.s both. And· notwitMhmding .th.e pretended. date '01' 
prc{ent form of .the French offers to North-America, yet 
it is notorious that thefe were .made· in confequence of the 
plans (t,f accommodation previoufly concerted in Gr~at .. 
Britain, ~nd with a view to prevent o~r' reconciliation., -
and to prolong this dcftrutliVf: war. . '. 

• • • • • 
• • • 

e, BUT we ttufi: that· in abitants of North-AmetiCa~ 
connected with us by ~eareA ties of confan uiitity, 
fp'e<lkin~ the fame language, interefied in the pre.ervation 

. of fimilar. inftitutiohs .. :remembering the fO!lUer.Jtappy in
tercourfe of good . offices, and forgetting recent animo
fities, v"HHhdnk from the thought of becO!.Jling an ac': 
c~ffion of for'tc to our late mutual.enemy, and will preter 
a firm, a free and perpetual coalition witt( the parent 
ftate, to an infincere and unratural foreign alliance. ,-

• 
• • 

IS( THIS difpatch will be delivered to you by Dollor 
Fergufon, the Secretary to his lVlajefty's Commiffion. 
And for further expJami'tion and difcuffion of e"cry fub .. 
jea of difference, -we defire to meet ;;tiith you, either col:-
11"ttivc1 or by deputatioll, at Ncw-York, Philadelphia, . 
y ork~. owl1; or fuch other· place as you may propofe. 
We think it' right, however to appriu you, that his Mat' 
jetly's inil:ru8ions, as well as Oll" own defire tQ remove 
from 'the immediate feat of w;tr, in the a8ive opcratio~ 
of which we cannot take any part, lll;t induce liS fpt.'edi
Iv to rcinove to New-York: But t e Commander in 
,Chief of his Maje!!:y's land forces, who is joined with us 
in this commi1lion, will, if it fhould bl!comc eligible, eithe ... 

· \:ollcur 

• 

• J , 

• • 

•• 

• 

, 
• 

I 

• 

• 

• 

• • 

• 

• 

, 
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• .' . 
. coucu$:'. with us in a fufpmfioD of hoftilitiest Il)f will fur'" 

r~ilh atl neceffiwy paffports and ·fare COridua to fadlitate ' 
cur t;'~bng~ and we ihall of courfe expea .the fame 
of you. .,.~", 

, 

, \a Ill"; finer .the time ·that may be neC:'efi"aty to coo;" 
, lfili.-L>i !this c'Om.hUUliC?-tion -ganfmit you~ aruwer,' the 

ho,rrors ;;md devaftatu:ms I war lliouid contmue,' we call ' 
.. Goo :end the world .to witdcts, that the' evils which muft 

• 

ft'l:-fHow~ are not ,to be imputed to Great-Britain: ' And we 
, without;' the moil real forrow, anticipate the 
, , 0(: calamities, whiCh we fed' the motl: arden~ de-
, to prevent. ' We are, with perfeet,. refpeCl, , 

, ~~., .... • • 

" , 

G B NT t £ MEN, '. 
, , 

rour m'!Jl ohedientaM m~ humlJlt /crvalltl; 
, 

,. 

Phi/tuidphid, 
''l)tb June, 1778• . 

• 

• 

• 
, 

• 

• 

• 

CARLISLR, 
W M. E y:> Ii. N, 
GE'O. JOHNSTO'NE." 

• 

, , 

, To his EI((411~ HEN R Y I .. A U R ENS, I the Prtftdtnt, 
. , ,"mid other the-Me~'s of qrJngrtfs.· ,'. 

• 
• , 

, 

" 

, 

GE H T l~ F. hi it N, ....' , , • • 

• • • 

• 

, 

'. e,;," " HE difpatch indore\! with this Was carried this . 
. mor~illg to the, neareft ~fi: of GenerrAl Wa ... 

~hingtQn'§ 21my by Dotlor Fergufon~ Secretary, to his ' 
. IIJa'cfty's Commiffion (or. reftoring peace, &e. 'but·he not 

{;t1( iog a paffPOlt, has returned to this place. In.order to _ 
avoid every a delay, ~e now again fend it by' 
thcoroin:l!}' conveyanqe Qf ~our mil.i~ pofh. As foon 
aI~e !lnive5, D r Fergufon {hall wait upon. 
you to our firft arrang<anenr. We with 
perfell ' .. G i~:r LIndEN,. . 

-

, 

Phi/ad. , 1m', 1778., 
CAll 1.18 a, 
lV M. ED N; . 

G 10. Jo N S TON I. I' , , 

M - TItB . 
• 

, 

, 

, 
• 

• 

, 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

\ 

• 

• 
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TtJit miffion w~s as follows: 
• , 

• • 

• 

• 

• • 
• 

• -+", • 
• , 

• • • 

'. t' G!i ~ R G- E. the 7,1;;1'.1, hy tlH "'fI'" if GDd~ 'if Grtat. 
. Brltam, FraNce and lrt~r.d, Krng, Diftndtr if Ih, 

Faith, G",;. '.' . , 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

It' 2Q (Jur f'igbt .m!fiy and right wtlI-htlwNl 
ilia1" FrtdD"iti Earl of em,i t, Knight . 
'Orikr of the 'lh!J1k; o'Ur rig t tn!!I, 

(,Ind CDun-
• l11Itttnf 

fin lind lQunftlhr Richard Lrmi YiJMunt Hv«ve, 
. dOl., of JrtJand; our tr'!fly and 'fJJtlJ be/wet/ 

. 'HC'llJt, l6light of the mDfl DtmlJrahk Ortkr : tht Both'S 
Licutcmmt-Gmeral Gt1ItroI C6mRfondn' 

. in Chit[ of all and Ollr oriel. Imployed, tIT' to hI . 
• 

employrd 'l.vithin our : in orth-Amuica, 'lying U 073 

the Atltmt;& oCtan, fl.-om Nova SCotia on tht N(Jrtb to I, iJ!.- . 
. . Florida 011 tbe South, hoth inclufoM; lPilliam ~dm, E.fiJ:, 

ene ojour Commiffio1urs for trode and plantatIons; tmd 
G/!Qr!:[t 1oh'!llont, Eff{;' Captain . in GUT royal nm." 
GR.EETING:- , . 

• • • 
• 

, . 
HEREAS,' in and by our commillion and 

. . letters patent, under our great (cal o( Great
Britain, bearing'date on or about the 6th day:of Ma ') in 
the 16th year df our reign, we did, out of our carne <\e .... 
fire to deli,ver:.1.11 our fubjeCl:s and every part of the do-··· 

. . minions belonging to our crown from th~ calamities of 
war,211d to rcftore ·them to our protechon and peace, 
JlOminate and appoint, OUt ri 'ht trufty and wen ~oved 
COUfill and cO~llfellor Richard. 000 VilcountHowe, ~f our. 
kingdom of Ireland, and our truth' and well ~10,ved Wil- . 
liam Howe, Efq;now Sir Wim~1U Howe, Knight of the 
Bath, Major General of our torcei, and 9cneral of our 
forces iJl North-America on.ly, and each of them, jointly 
and fcver311y, to be our <;ommiffioner and Commiffioriers in 
that beh.M, to fo perform and execute aU the powers an~ 
authorities in and by the faid commiffion and letters pa.;. 
tent entrufted and committed to tht:m, !u)d ca.ch of them, 
accordmg to the tenor of fuch'·letters pa.tent, and of ~h 
further inftru8ions.as the fuould from time to time re. 
ceive llOucr our ilgnet or agn manual, to have, hold, e!tc· 
clUe and enjoy the fa',d office and place; offices and 
phlces~ of llur Commiffioner lllld Commiffiok\crs, as therein" . 
1l11!1UiQU{;d;, Wllll wi ri~hts. members and appurtenanc.:, 

. ilictt. • 

• 

, 
• 

• 

• 

, 

• 

• 
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nomillated" and appo~ntcd, ( ·.,fiituted and affi .ned, and 
by thefe prefents we do nom .. ltt, appoint, con 'tute and 
alii n you, the faid Frederick Earl of C.rii~ Richard 
Vi count Howe, Sir- \Villiam Howe, WilHam .JO:den, and 
George Johnftone, or any three of you, to be our Com
miffioncrs in that behalf, to ufe and ex~rci(!: all and every . 
the powers and authorities hereby entrulh.-d anJ committed 
to you, the faid Frederick E2rl of Carlifle, Richard Vif
count Howe, Sir William Howe, William Eden, George 
Johnfiont, or any thn:c of ou,and to fo perform and 
eXI Lute all other ma':ters an things herebr enjoined ali~ 
committed to 'YOUf Cafe, during our. will and pleaCIlre, and 
no longer) according to the tenor ofthefe our letters pa-

. tent, and of fuch further infhutlions as .you !hall from 
time to time receive under ollr [tgnet or fi n manuaL And 
it is our royal will and pleafure, and we 0 hereby autho
rife, empower and require YOIl, the faid Frederick Earl 
of C.uli/le, Richard Vifcount Howe, Sir William Howe, 
\Vil!iam Eden, Gcor~ Johnflone, or any thr~ of you, 
tl) treat, confult and agree with fuch body or bodies po
Iiuc and corporate, or with fuch alTembly or afiemb1ies of 
Il1r", or. with (u~h perfon or perfons as you, the faid 
J'j'(Jerick E~r1 of Carlifle, Richard Vifcount Howe,. Sir . 
vVilliam Howe, \Villiam Eden, Geor c JohnHonr, or 
any three of you, !hall think: meet and ufficient for that 
purpofe, of and concerning any grievances. or complaints 
of grievances, exifiing, or fuppofed to ex;ft, ir. the go
vt!rnment of any of the colonies, provinces or plantation!> 
"hove mentioned refpectivcly, or in the laws and t1atu~e" 

, 

of this realm, refpetting them or any of them, or of and 
concrrnmg any aids or contrihutions to be furnifhcd by 
any of dll' (aid colonies, provinces or plantations re
ipe[tivtly~ for the common defmce of this realm,. and the . 
dominions thcreuntq belonging; and of a:1d concerning 
an other' regulations, provifions, matters and ttin s. nc-
ce ary or convenient for the honor of us and our arlia
ment, and for the common of all our fubje8s. And 
it is our further will and pleafure, That every regulation. 
provifion, matter or thing, which {hall have b{"('n agrcrJ 
upon betwet'll you, the laid Frederick: :Earl of Carlir..e, 
Richard Vi!'count Howe .. Sir \Viliiam HL'we, \Villiam 
.Eden, George Jchrdlon~\ or an}' three uf y{.u, and fuch 

perluDs 
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• 
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penon. or bodies politic as aforefaid, whom you or any 
tJtne of you fbaH have j meet and fufficicllt to cnt~,· 

.into t, {ball fully and diftinBJy (et forth 
in wJ:iting, and authenticated hy the hands Mel feals of 
you~ or an thn:e of you, on oue fide, aJld bv fuch (cals 
and other Igna~ure on the other, as the occJeon, may re
quire, and as may be fuitable to the t'haratter and autho.
rity of the body Politic, or other pelrOn fo· agreeing; and_ 
fuch infi:rmllcnu fo authenticated ilia)) be by you, or any 
thrtt of you, tranfmitwi to one of our prine! al Secreu~ 

for the further and morc perrea rati.fication tben"of ~ an 
until fuch ratification, no fu~h I't'gulation, pr(j<I~ ... ;~, 
matter or thing, filall ha~ any other force or efftttf or 
b.e carried further into e~ccution than is hereafter men
tioned: And we do hereby further a~thorjfe and elJ)pow~ 
er you, the {aid F;~erick: Ea I of Carliile, Rkhard Vi':' 
count Howe, Sir William owe, William Eden, and 
George Jobn{lone~ or any ree of OU, from time to. 
time, as yQI.J~ or any three of ou, {hal 'udge con'llenient, 
to order and proclaim a ceffitt on of ho ilitlCS on the" part 
of our forcts fea or land, r fuch time and under fuch , . 
conditions, re ri8ioni or othfr qualifications, as in your 
,iifcretions ibalJ be thou~ht requifite, and fuch order and 
proclamation to revoke and ~nul ip the f~ manner aJld 
{OJ 111. And it" is our further will and plea(ure, and we 
do herebY reqIJire and aU (Jur officers and mi
nilters, civil and ~iIitary, ~nd all other our Jovitl lub. \ 
jea, whatfoever, tOoobferve and o~ all fuch proc am a
lions·refpeClively. And we do hereby, in fpIther pur-

. \ fuance of'tbe (?id ad of Parliameirt, and of the provifions 

Frederick Earl .of Carlille, Richard· ifcount owe~ Sir 
William Howe, W. Eden, and Georgr. JohnHone, or 
any three of you ,by. proclamation under yovr re(pe8ive 
bands and feals, from time to time, as you {haJJ fee con .. 
venient to fufpend the operation ana effeCt of a certain all 
of Parliament, made and paired in the 16th (If our 
rt'i~n, for prohibiting aU trade and iptcrco", with cer-
tain colonies and plantations therein nam~, and fOJ the 
(~ther purpofes therein alfo mentioned, or any of the pro-. 
fifions or refiriaions therein contained, and therein to 

fpccify 

, 

, 
• 

, 

, 

• 
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(ptcify at ",hat time and places. refpe8ively-, and with 
w.hat exceptions and rell~iaions, and under what paHea 
and .~ranccs, i.n lieu of thore heretofore dire8ed by any 
at} or aa, of Parliament for regulating the trade of the 
colonies and plantations, the {aid fulpenfion ibaJl take ef
fea, aJld the faid fufpenfion and proclamation in ~he fame' 
manner ~md form to annul and revoke. And we do here
~y further authorife and empower you, the,faid Frede .. 

. rick Earl of <;arIille, Richard Vifcount Howe, Sir Wil
. liam Howe, William Eden, and George Johnllone, or 

, any three. of you, from time t~ time, as. you thaJI judge 
cotJv~nieflt, to fufpend in any places, and for any fiule 
durigg the continuance of.Jhe {aid fidl: recited act, the 
operation and eH'cB: of any aCt: Qr ads of Parliament, which 
have paffed fince the loth day of February, 1763, ~nd 
which relate to any of our colonies, provinl;es or plan • 
tati~HlS above-mentioned in N ortn-America, fo far as the 
faille relate to them, or any of them, or the operatio¥. 
and cffdl of any cJau(e, or any provifion o~"'other matter 

. in fuch aCts contained, fo far as fuch clautes, provifioui 
or mcl~te.rs rel:ite to any of the faid colonies, prov'jIices or 
plantations. And we do hereb}' further authorife ar\d em- . 

~ , .' ower you, the faid Frederick Earl of Carline, Ri<;hard 
ifcount Howe, Sir William Howe, ,Villiam Eden, 

and G~orge Johnfione, or any thrcq of you, to grawt a 

, 

• 

• 

pardon or pardons to a,ny flumber or dcfcription of perlons 
within the fairl colonies, provinces or plantations. And 
we do hereby fu~ther authorife and empower you, the faid 
Frederick Earl of Cqrlifle, Richard V ifcount Howe, Sir 

. \Villi..lm H0WC, \Villiam Eden, and George Johnfione, 
or any three of Y0.lJ, in any of our colonies, provinces Of 

!antations afo~e~~id refpca~vely, whcrcjl~ we h:lVe u{ua!ly p 

eretofore nomll.1atcd and appointed a Governor, to 110-

minate and appoint, from time to time, by any infiru-
rnent under your hanJs and {eals, or the hands and fcali .. 
of any three of YOIl, a proper perfon, to be the Gover .. 
nor and Commander in Chid in iwd for fucb co!onY9 
province or pLnt::ttion refpcdivcly, to han'f holJ and 
excrcife the faid office of Guvernor and Commander in 
Ch~<:f, in and for fuch colony, province or plantation re-
fI dively, with all furh powns ;Iud authorities as allY 

'ovt:rn:J!' of fuch provillct·,hl·rctufon.: ;IPI'Ollltl d hv ll~, 
ill i~h\. 

I 

• 

• 

• 
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ight or could have in as fun and ample man-
ncr and form as if .Governor. and Commander in 
Chief had been and appointed by our letters 
patent or and for that purpo(e, if need bet 
to revoke, anriul and void any commiOion or letter. 
patent heretofore for appointing any fuch Go-
vernor and In Chief. Wherea~, . by cet1;lin 

· Jet~ers patent untler reat fetal, be-.ring date on the 29th 
day f"f April, in the I . t year of our H;jgn~ ,we have .COrl-

'. ·ftitutcd and appoin you, the f-aid Sir William Howe, _ 
to be General and mander in Chid of all and fingu-

• 

-

• 

• 

lar our forces , or to be employed,- within our 
colOllies in North ica, lying upon theAilanticoce:an, 
from Nova-Scotia on the north, to Wefi:-Florida on the 
fouth, both inc1ufive, to have, hold, exerc~fe and enjo 

· thf: raid office during our wi!! and pleafure; and in ca e 
you, the (aid Sir \Villam Howe, lhould, by death or an 

. .other manner ,be dlfabled -from exercifing the [aid comman , 
h was our wilJ and pleafure, therein exprdfed, that the 
famt',. with all authorities,' rights and privileges, ~n-. 
tained in that our faid commiffion, fhould devolve Ofl 

fuch officer, h<:a~il\g ,our commiflion, 'as fhould be Qext 
in ranlC to you~ the faidSir Willtam Howe. And 

• whereas our trufty and well-beloved Sir' Henry Clinton, 
Knight of the moll: ho!tdrablc Order of the Bath,- Lieu
tenar.t General of our forces, and Genera}. of our forces 
in our army in Am.:'[ica only, now -a8ually bears our 
commiffion, and is next ·jn rank to you, the {aid Sir 
William Howe: Know it is our further will and plea(ure, 
and we do hereby ordain and appoint, that whenever the 
faid command in the {aid letters patent mentioned {hall, inJ 
pur(uance th~rcof, devolve upon the raid Sir Henry CliA.-,· 
ton, all and every the powers 2nd authorities hereb en 
trufted and committed to you, th~ [aid Sir William owe7 

fhall forthwith ceafe and determine, and the faid powers 
and authorities, and every of them, thall from thence
forth be entru~ed and committed, and are hereby .enlruficd 

, and committed to the {aid Sir Henry Clinton., to ufe and 
exercife the fame powers and authorjtjc~, and to perform and 
execute aU other the matters and thin s as aforefaid, in as 
full and ampk extent and form, an !to other, as you, 
&lie fJoid Sir \V.dli.un Hf)We, Are hereby iluthor&d to uCe 

bUul 

, 

• 

• 

• 
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and exerc-i(e, do, perform and execute the (;unc. And 
we do hereby uire and ~ommand ali dre officers, c!vil 
and military, an all other our Joying fubjcth what/OcYer, 
to be aiding w, affiftin unto you., the (aid Frederick 

, Earl of Carlifle. Richar Vi(count Howe, Sir \Villiam 
Howe, William Ed'm, and George Johnfronc, in the 

. execution of this our commiilion" and of the powers and 
authoriti~ herein contained. Provided always, and we 
do hereby declare and ordain, that the kn:ral offices, 
jJcwers and authorities hereb granted lhall ceare, deter-

· mine and become utterly nul al~d void on the Ifl day of 
Juru- t which {hall be in the 'ear of our Lord 1779, al
though we fhal! not otherwi e ill the mean time have re
yoked and deterniined the fame. In Witnc(s whereof, we 
bave caufed thde our letters to be made P?tCflt, Witners 

· 'ourfeIf, at Wdt:minller, che 13th day'April, in the l8th 

• 

year of our r~ign. . . 
, By tbt KIN G himftlf. 

A trill Copy., _' Yo R K. E • 

A DAM F £ R GUS 0 N, SUTftary.'.r 

• 

To this 1ctt~r the following AIlfwcr 
ginn upon the 17th of June: 

wasunan imou!l i" 
• 

• 

C'" ro tlNir Exullmci,t th, Rilht lloftorahit tbe Em} ~r C A R
LIS L E, \\1 ILL I A M ED EN. E/q; G EO R G E 
J 0 H N S T'O N E, E q~ CommijJilJfUrs from his Bri. 
tafUlic .Mojtj!y, Philadt.·Jp ia. ' 

H,l\'C received the letter from your Excdlcncics of 
the 9th inftant, with the cllclofufCS, and bjJ thl.:nl 

before Co~rcfc;. Nothino- hut an carnefi ddirc to (pare 
the farther ,dfution of hu~an blood could ha~e inJuccd 

,. , 

them to r~ad -s" paper, containing expreffions fo difrc-
fpeaful to his Moll Chrifrian M"jeily, the good and great 
ally of there States; or to confider propofilions fu Jt:rog;l~ 
tory to the hotlOf of an indepe.ndcnl nation. 

• 

" THE acts of t1l::: Britifh Parliament, the (ommiffion 
(rom you r foverei gn, and YOll r Ietta. fuppole the pt'opie
of thdl.: St"tes to be fubjl.:ds of the crowlI of (ire.H

Bliwin, 

t 
• 

• 

• 

• 
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Britain, aJad are fOUl, on the idea of dependence, which 
.is utu:rly inadDlidible. , 

• • 
• 

• 
u I AM further direCted to infoun I your Excdlcncic~, 

that Congre{~ are inclined to ' Gotwith1landing the ' 
unjua claims from which tbis war ~riginatt:d, and the 
'"vage In which it hath bc:cn i conduded. . They 
will therefore be read . to enter upon the confideration of 

, a y of peace an commerce, not Inconfiftcnt willi 
tratici at fubflfting, when the Kinl? 'of Great-
Britain £ball te a fincere difpofitlon for that 

. The only folia proof of this difpofition will 
an ~xplicit aclmowiedgmcm of the independence of 

thc:fe StateS, or the withdrawing his fleets and armies. 

'I HAVE the honor to be 
• 

• 

Your ExuJundts mcJ! obedimt and humb!1.' ftn;ant, 
• 

SigT1td, by 'rtkr of thl unanImous 'voiu of Congrifs, 

, 'H F. N' R Y tAU R ENS, Prtfidmt • 
• 

• 

ON this occafi~n it is to be ob(erved, that'a circul11-
• • 

fiance hart intervened between the rcCoiutions of the :'.2d 
, ' . 

of April and the I~ceipt of the letter from the Comlflif-
lioners. This was the arrival of the copies of treatIes en
tered into with hii Moft Chrifrian Majcfi , which was 
the 6rft inteliigence which had been receive from Europe . 
in the fpace of a year. The rt"folutions ofthc Houfe there- . 
fore on the 22d of April were founded limply on the firm 

. . under no change of fortune 'whatever to [~-
from the declaration of indt:pendence in July 1776, 

anc~ for thii reafon, a~ a preliminary to any ~reat , it wac;. 
ired that Gleat-Britain iliould either acknow edge our 

nee or withdraw her fleets and armies j bccau(e: 
Upt.)Jl no other principle could America be faid to po{fe'fs 
that degree <)f equality and freedom which is t"{fential to 
the v~idity of Ila~ional compa8s. The treaty with France" 
being out of dre .:queHion, had thef..: preliminaries been 
l'omplirJ with, we ihould him: been bound in honor t J:) 

.. "N we 
• , 

-

• 

• 

• 

• 

. ' 
• , 

• 



• 

• 

we· C'ert3inly w('rc by inclination :1J1d the' principles of 
humallity, to cnter upon a conferellce (or' the pUJpofc !)f 
fht'athing thl.' fword Qfcivil war. But finec by that tn:aty 

. the.- United States cOlll~ not upon a certain contingency 
make either peace or truce without the conl"t-nt of her ;tll)', 
it became necdl~1T)' to prov ide that any treaties to be Illade 
fllOUld not be inconfdlent with trealie3 already fub
fi1fing. 

~ 
As to the conditions or ferms oftt:red bv the Commif-

• 

{ioners it mllH be ob(er.\'ed, that the fifll l~ "to extend' 
" every freedom to trade th~t our rcfpedive intnelts can 
". require." A propofition which, from the very nature of 
tnif1gs, i" impraCticable, or if prJ.Lticahk, is on their part 
a rC;I/eJIl why H'Ct.m:iliation· is lInllceefbrr; for certainly if 
thelc interdh. arc com !Jat i ble,the'}' may be reglllat!:d·by treat j') 
na ,they would regulate lhcmfcl\'cs. Indi\'iJuab would (OIl

fu t their private intereHs, and Ilational intercll i ... nothing 
more than the aggregatc of the particular ad\'antage~; refult
ing: to the fuhjeds of a ilate from their ,trivate induHry and 
difcernment. But the illterdl: of America requires that {he 
fhould trade fredy to every part of the earth, while Oil t~e 
other h:.md it is the interet! (If Great-Britalll to c'onhne our 
commerce to the port~ of her own i Oand. N oth i llt; then (OU III 
he more infidiolb thall this ofFer; for tht.' i/lJepcndclH:e of 
America being givell up, the Britifh parli;J.I1wl1t mutt. nc
(cHarily have hcu)mc fupreme, at leaH ill matters which 
wne heretofore con!idercd as ('xtcrn:tl to America. Of COIl

fequcI1ce they alone wO'jid have bem judges of our rc
fpeeti vc j rw'rcfic.., ano in cafcs wh:'Te tilde were ()ppok~ 
we nl:l\, cllil y dctcrnlillc thetr J' Udl'lllCIlt. 

• r co 
, . , , 

TilE next (lIFer is,. that~' no military force ilioulJ be , 
" hpt up ill America without the ('(JIlft-llt of Conglds or 
H th:: p,micular A/Tcmblics," To which eyery ohjt:dion 
lit's: l' or, I ft. fllf.'POf:llg them to abide littrally by fuch 
;J~rCUJl('nt, Wt.' hv OpCIl tf) ail the al t~ ()f ft'dul'tjOIl, which - . 

1 .. )1l~ :.l1ld luced-ful pr.H:tice ctlulJ h';idl tht m to make uk 
of ~;~;,i!lfl both til,' (lilt: and the other. 2dly. On Jlly i.K.

('.l(iOll, whi{;h lid,,'!' the t'xiitcncl' or aplHchl'rilioll of ;. 
('Ht'i:'.!l war mil'hr rill' flli: w, thi~ \.Ull!(IH would n:1-

lU;;l:l) fluw (rum ;t IL~,l[J tu i!"lll!t:d!.itc uk!)', ;lIld bl' .If-
, 

t" I \\'.l! ,:" 

I • 
• 

• 

• 

• 
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terwlMS ufed for our certain ddku8ion. But, 3dl . on 
~ll ai every Qther th-ry either id or 

it is to be that in the firft illftance 
the . ,might -diffent imliKoii3tely and take "al\ op~ 

'rr to c:rQQi all , while we were a~ once 
ifarmed at bome and ' for our perfidy abroad~ 

,And, 4th1y: Should the morncmt' be (0 unfavorable, or they 
fo honcft as not to make the attern t, any future parlia~ , 

· mene woul~ be in legal capacity to ifannul all agn:cment ' 
whoa: vaijdity was d~rived from th~ former fantlion of the 

le,ifiature j fo that during all 'the poflible. events, 
time might give birth to, Wf" Iho~ld have been ex

to ~heir attempts, 'wbilit laboring und~r a weight of 
and fore from the wounds of.our oblbnate conteR, -

• 

THE third oifer is, "to concur in mea(urcs calculated 
" to di(charge the dt:bts of Amuica, and to raiCc the cre
U dit and value of the paper circulation.'~ On'which it is 
to be obferved, that as'our-debt confifted of this paper cir
culation, (0 any meafures to difcharge ir, that is to fink a 

• par~, muO: raife the \l'alue' Of the remainder. NOw for this 
rpofe t2xation was alone'llecelfary, and indeed d~c only 

ich either.othey or we could take for that purpoft; 
generous offer tht;rc:-fore was nothing more than to 

. cone in,taxing us to pay our own debts. In return for 
this, v~r, we were to be united with them, <lnd con~ 
fe~uent!y become, fecu .. ity for payment of their dchts, 
which are enormous. The foilowing {hort calculation is 
worthy of attention: 120,000,000 of dollars, at feven" 
fniiiings and fix-pence per dollar, is £4.5,000,000, lJld , 
exchange being at 1000 per cent, which is the prcfcnt 
rate, this fum is wo.th £4,500,000 fierling only. ~lIt ~t 
all events the prcCent d~bt of America ought not to ~ 

• 

efiimOltcd at above £ I 0,000,000 fierling. ' 
I 

THEIR offer ,then ftands thus, i!>:ou will {land fecurity 
for and eventuaLy pay your part of [,J5D,OOO"ooo fierlinrr 
which we owe, we will confcnt to your taxill(Y yourfclv('~ 
to pay £ JO,OOO,oco ftcr!ing, which- you owe~ To corn-
4J1ent Oil 'an offer of this kiud would be abfurd. 

, 

, 

T I~E fourth ofl::r is, " to perpetuate our un ion hy a re-
"T ' 

, 
, 

n 1. . •• l'I proLal 

, 

• 

, 
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, 
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• 
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, 

, 

, 
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• 

, CC ciprocaJ deputation of an jlgcnt or agtnts from rhe Jif-
" , ~rent frates, who {ban have fhc privilC'~ of a fC.lt and 

,u foke in the parliament of Great-Britain, or if fent 

, "t e a em ies of the di tr~nt ~tes, to which the may 
" !>e d,eputed refpcClivclj', in order to attend to the evtral 
" ilnterdb of thofe ?'y whom they are drpuied!' Or, in 
otner words, to perpetuate our aaver ,b taking from U~, 
on fthe one hand, the objeelion . . r tyrannous acts, 

. we ,were not repretented in 'l~ifiature which patfed. . 
th though in faCt fu'ch reprefentatlon wotdd b: IMrdy 
iU fory and incfte8ual. Ana on the Others by (ending mi-

. agents, artful, plaufible and wicked, to inAuence 
dLbatls of our legiflatu.res, and g1'lC a voice among the 

iate reprefentatives of the ptople on matters even of 
t mon: internal natvre. No greater infult was ever of-
fer<:d to the conunon fenfe of mankind. Had the propofal, 
p:trticularly the latter part of it, been made ~ore the 
commC'ncencpt of the conleft, it was f)t!licient in itfdf to 

. have roufed us to arms. If accepted and executed, in all 
the fiates it mull: have been pernicious, but in' thofe c;lBcxl 
royal government", would have {load thus: A.le~iflature 
conhfiing of three branches, 1ft A governor appotf1ted by 
the king during p]eafure. 2dl. A council appointed hy 
the: king during pleafurc. d y. An aifcmbly partl ap~ j 

pointed by the kin,g and.. part y by the people, but all old
ing their teats dunng the king's pleafure---The laws paifed 
by thi~ lcgillature to be of no validity without the Icing's 
conf~nt-,--A reprefcntativc to be appointed b this bigilla
ture, to fit in a 110ufe of commons, conii ing of more 
than five hu dred members, and thereby to vOllidatc any 
law, which' h~y might pafs to bind the people of that 
{btl'. Ifthis'bc compared with "thtjrud,,", thry proftr to 
rxlmd to Irndt," loml: f.lint idea may be formed of the 
meditated fyfh:m. 

, 

THE Iaft ofter is, ~'to efiablifh the power of the rc- ' 
" fpeCtive legifiaturcs in each particular fbte, to (ccde its 
H revenue, its ci ... il and militarv efiabliilimt'nt, and to 
" ('xefcife a perfc[t flcedom of lc·,iflation and int<:rIl.t1 c:o-

. -
" \'nnrnent, fo th,\~ the Britifh f .ltes throughout North. 
" AmCl ica, 3~1jllt', \\'irh u,> jil pc.t(C :IllJ \nr under (l!l<-: 

.. CUlllll1Cll 

F , 

• 

• 
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. " rov~ilnt !DIy have tbe irrevocable 
41' oj c¥~ pri' ~ is fbort ~ a tow • 

• 

" . witJa that union of 
t,& die of our . n:li,ion and 
T~ firft pan of dais is ridiculous, . 

lome of governlDtllt, the . . 
. ,lbftiafuendr their . ftab already; 

. it in ~parifon with whit go. 
• . r. • _I_~ 11. 
IS 10 OYCltlll11 .fCe "u~y ata-
ud in their ftea,J to il)Jlitute the ha(e and aav' 

• . ja die tJaird·~.. The . pa~ 
fO ~ dearly (if aibJe) th(: in6dioau na-

ture of their = . ; for· 00\ this #. appeaR, that 
the objed of revenue' i. by rio means given up, nor the 
defign of keeping a military force in !\mcr'ca rWnq.ilbM• 
"be third part is nugatory, for baving before marked out 
tIM ki.a -of' to be . ev~n the' Wl(li{'" 

flu;neci aa. " it would not prove tb.e fnxdem ~ the 
. bu~ rather dIe;r Davery, ~d yet it iJ ~ tb.lt , 
owever C. £bey might be to laws, there would haw: 

be!-.p a f .. perior power in capacity to re them. 
F aU dais '. . tlley. II a that . 

we· .: tG ·tbeir WI jholli4 i.tmJ1 JIN 
• . ¢ is fhort tJ II total 

l~llIj", if . , 0" that NJli," if. orll, &c.. 
But this concl by no means follows froill the pre-
nli~; on the controuy it II evid~t, thai we lhould enjoy 
no ooe pri' '. and have the irrl"lJ".hl4 enjoyment of 
no one tbing. unlefs it be {uppokd that ~o lTpent is to 
enjoy. For the fake of this {ophiftical fyficm however we 
were to covenant,. that we WDuld aCl: With thpn ill peace 
an4 in war. The confequeoce of which would h;l\'e been • 
that we muft bave contra8cd new debts, to p : tnur 
interefttd views, before we had paid the fUlDs expended for 
our own defcnce~ and ·have lavit'bed the ~Ll blood of 
America, to gratify the pride~ nique, avarice, ambition. 
or revenge of a haughty defpo~ deaf to the prayers of (up
plicarive millions, and to th~ feelings ofju!t~e or hu
manity. One faa: however they indireCtly admit, that their 
fafety de~nds upon an union of force with us. The necd
tlrr conft:quem."e is, that, notwithll-.l.Oding their pretended 
fuperiority, they muH not onl)' make pc .. cc with U!', b~t 

• 
• It 

• 

, 

• 
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it tnt/A be on our own t,-"1m'~ pro\'iJrd tilt" I)('opk {,( :\'11"
rJ\.J are fl"n!iblc of {Mir true intt"ft'ifll, and the "[ltdr n:.l
tl\'t'5 of Amcric:\ have p.ui('nc(', tirJ"{lJ1("('1 and d,ll'crniTilllt 

to take proper ldvant.tg~ 01 their own titUil!i~n and ur·, 
cumtbnCT ... 

I 
THE conc'ift" anfwrr which Congrd~ h.ld ~iY('n to the 

Britif"h COO1n~llYion("f', pLlc('d them ill a II{"fY lll!,,!!rt't'.ablc: 
lituarion, ;and th~rt"hl{'" It lxcamc nccrliitrv for lhc-m t~} 

-m ...... e 10m,. (#fort!. to r( t OlJr of if. Fur ,Ius pllrp,,'f~' thci' 
f~'nl a Irttt"r, (bird at row- Y(\rk, dw I Jlh of .I l1l )" , '7i~. 
wh,eh was Icn"'i,cd :tlld fC£lt ill CUII;rch the Ibth, Ul ttl.C 
fo!hwill S wo,J,: 

(J[NTl.rMEN, 
, 

• 

E rr("'('i\'~J 101 m ;:(~"'r nur arril'al ~! 'hj~ pbct", 
,,(,ur Jnlwt'r to OIlr kUn of the loth of :;; 'H", 
- ' 

2nd ;m~ (orry lu tilld on your ;1:-\rt ;lilY Jlffic~tit'!i ,.aIIN! 
whl<.h mutt pinIon;; the (".d3mltie~ of the prek'llt WM", 

.. Y I I II rropo(l' to tt<; J" OJ :lttcr of choice cne or oth~r of' 
• fw;) alre: 11 l'I\c-', which y(,t.: {btl"' ;.., pn:1i~lndl it>" n,.~('ftl-, 

f\' (''"til t~l t:.~ be ';o1nlll I ()f cl fll ;,,~i.\tivn tOI I)(JI.c tu tillS o ~ 0 

, " O .... F i~ :1n tX;<;t if ;\l kllf)w1('d;mrnr o( the' III(!q'<'ll-

-

d-,Ilet' (,f rhd~ :~t.ltl"~, \V\· ;u(' not Illclillld toJ-djlutl' \.\ Itb 
',I 'if ,d"~I\! til !l1l".llllfl" (·r' \\ p"I,: Blit 10 br :I, ... ".1 Llf'i ,,)1 
, , 

t i ~ " '. It':r t' ; ~ i r \ l: t • , • r'"' "t t i! . j \t' ( '; I L () f ~ ( ,~ 'h ,\ n l{'l Il ~l !.) ll! i -
I,·,lt· (,t It,'.I! I' ")' ,i\, ,IIII! :.) ~~l}·.~rll t~ltrlI1·_I .. {"", \'\'lttl~tJt 

" , 

,'11\' '1ft'ltl:l' !"(;'(;lll-I;liLIi:l, bc'\'()-nJ Wlld:'~ n'nl!.!IV 

L) I r 1.1\"\' th.lt lJnl')~1 (,t ('dlC, in whi<."h ("II Illllt l l,d 1..1, ty 
;\lld 'lll ,d.t 'c l' (1'Il:iJi ' \\'(, th:nk, Ill,lt fl, t.a, ttl· II Ill-

• J I • .' 1 
tit r'k jJ'4 !'C\ j'" hd~\ ~.tk!I(,\\ l('"\!I'1 ,j III tile (t 1111\ tit OUI d t-

('''1 (I! til',' l'- '_tl ()t J tll1t', i\!!ll \\(' ,Ii~ \\'11111:.' ttll ;)"1(': Ilj'-
, ' 

I'll .1 h II ,It I' :, ,1 .. 11 ,\ It! I \" lI, (, ( .I! I [h ( C! I, 11I1-111 \ Ii \ ' t i .. , t 

l'i,I\' t", .If,d;.! \ (" tll",I, ()l hlll t() LiII •• I,\' til It l1il;\' '. -, 

lJ '::\.h fI~'-y. 

to' J, t 1 :' (,' \ ',: 1 " • " .' '\ /' , (' I' "I I " 'I '1- • r h ,r ~ \ ,'.. \ r .' I t j ~ " , , . 
" 

J J ,'" , 1 ... ~.,\. ~. I~j, _""1" I •• J 
,- , 
I. • • 

, 'l~ 1',-~ •• I"-' ,J H.II 

, . ,\: III ! \ . i 

! 

• 
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II ALTHOl:GII we :la\'~ no doubt of hig r.lajdly'!' dif .. 
(ilion to rt'movc ncr)' (ubj~tt of lInt'a(jnd~ f,cJOl the w

OIlK"~ yet ttKre are c;rcumthnce~ of prec01ution againfi 
our anc6a1t encmic" whH:h, joird (I) the, rt"~.l1d rh~t mull 
be p.aid to the fafcc.y of many, who, fH,OI .. ff,Bion fo 
Grt""t-Britaiu, h .. "c elCpofcJ themfdycs to fllRa in lh,e; 
collldt, and, to whom Great-Brit",in o".cs fupport lilt 
"cry cxpt:nce of blood and t~arure, that wi)} not .1I0w 
U5 10 ~gin with this mufure, How foon it may 
101Jow'~ firll advanc('~ 10 peace on your part, will Jr
IXnd on the favourable profpelfyou 've of ;l r('conCilia
tion with),ollr fellow citiuns of thi' 'Ilrnt and with 
tboCe in BntOlin. Til tbe mCOllJ ~imc we aifurd \'CJU thOit no , , 

circum{ul)n: will rive U<i more f..lti)f;actiolJ, than to find 
(hOlt the ext!"nl 0 our future ("onncaion is to ~ d!"t!"r
minro on principles of mu(' rea/oil Olnd thc confidt"r.tlOll'i 
o( mllrual inlcrdi, on which we ;lrc ,willinK lih wife to 
refl the pcrm.n~ncy of :Any ;lrr.lIlgtnlcop, we may lorm. 

u I N m~king thefc declaration" wr: do not wait (or the 
drcifiull of any nlliitary nCllt~, H.IVUlg dctnrnined our 
jlJd~rlncnt by wn;.lt we bellnc to be the illtndf'.. <iI' (lur 
c(.,Iuntry, ,we Jh"ll .biJe hy (ht, dc( IJr;uion'> we now nuke 
in ncry poITiblc litu.nioll 01 our a £1'.11 1 ,>, 

, 

U You ref!"r to trc.llirf> Jlr('aJ,' [lIhlini.1rt, r.ut are 
. t' 

p1C';r(cd £0 w~t:'·holJ frOPl U~ '1Il\' p.lruCl,IJr illIOfillJ.!WjJ 

in rcfpcd to thtlr /1.J.turc ui It 11.1, III y. 

H IF tnn' Jre in any de ~rr('r' to aft( (1 nUT til! il)('raliol1., . " 
'"'c think tll:t you C.illilllt I< (ldi: .1 lui; ('nlmUIlI('~riOl1 ot 

, 

the f1al!,ll1l.:r~ in whilh thc \ (.lnl;l\, !>(,til I"f ollr lil/:ii-
, der.HIO;l ;,tnJ that of your OW/l conthtUl'llh, who ;irc to 

• 

judb~ ocrw(cn U~ "Il(:tner all)' all i.Illc't' ~ ou Illay h;\\ t' (nfl-
{f.lch:d b-: a hdIicirflC rc;,\(u!l tilr COllllllulng tll!~ UI'I1JI,lr:d 

WJr. \Ve likewdc think (llHIi.h(') entll:,:"l fc, a tl.:: lOrll

IIIlH11l'JtIOIl of Ihe pownc; b:. whilh Y','u ('OI:cellc I":'~
khl,) .llllbullhJ to IllJkl IJl.;liD with IUfll;'!] IiJ!!('Il', 

, 

.. A"'1l wr afe ltd I" :.11 i~\ti,f.!~t:r'n C'Il tTll' i"';'l!, h .. , 
COillIl' Wt' hJlt' obkfIC"] ;:1 \lotJl fl!\','(,ltd .lftl,," , : ll'l' 

, I 
/,',lcr..illdZ:, !\(), 6 ..III'! I" ::', nJ:,J t~ .. d \"U lb. ,I~': '\,.,(' 

, 
, 

I 'j ~ 

• 

• 
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.. :-~ •. :-(tnttti,'g into tltat!r!\ 3lJd alli.meN; ul1llrr cn-
reari8io.~' dKrcin fpn-ifit'd, yet ~ lio nor hpJ PIO

any aB or n,folutlOfl of the. Aflrmhl~s vi p. r· 
, conferring thll porHcr on you. 

" As'ft have communiokd our JX1Wl'r' to VOII, wt" , 
to pr~n:d withotlt rderve in thi~ ouiin("\" i Wt: wlil 

.ot ruppofe that anY' objcClion nn dlik· on your part co 
our a.mmunic .. ting to !.he public fo mUl'h oj YOUI ('Ollcf

as rna ~ ne<dTary to ('XpLtIO our OWII plou'~"d-
. At the ~ time Wf .;dfurc you, that III .11 I ftH h 

pv liC'2tiom, the refpt'tt whkh w(' pol), to tilt' grf dt hoJy 
.rpeo~k you art: (uppok:d r.o n"prclc nt, fh . .!l Ix rVl(.InluJ 
• x US 10 CVf:ry p<lffible mark. of cOllfulcr.l.tlOll .\lId r~t~>4rd. 

, 

G[r-:TLf.Mf:~~ 
• ," 

;raur m?Ji cj, .. (u·mt an.i m jl I .. ,."t;, ;;, 7J;,:, 

UI'O~ wh.ch the 
'-'lutlon : 

• 

CARLI~I.r:, 
H. CLI~Td";, 
\VM. r.DF"';, 

(J.mc to the , 

. .~ 

• 

r(' , -

" \\' H 1: R fi A S C (l n p rl' (, I n .1 Ie tt r r t" :'~ , . P',' I!! 
v 

C nmrn llli u r lC r ~ () f t h l' I; t h " ! Jill, '. Lit I, ,h: ,,:, . : :, . t 
they would lx-'n:a.dy tu l':l,l"t UP':ll th( ,(llll:,:' 1.t::,'11 I': .1 

tHJ.ty of lXace alld commcrl..T, llllt Illl'"nl,l\ II! ·.·.!ttl t~( .(
.~ alre..dy fubfdling. wh:.n tht" "-Ill': (,! (if' .\, Hr::Jn 

fr.ou~j J~'mo/lfiratt' a f\[\«('H: difpofltl':\ r I ~h II I'll :', I, • 
;lJ).d that 'he oilly fobd proof uf thl" d.fpull{\('il \\', 'iI:,! I (' .on 
~xpllut aclJ\{)wltd~fmlnt pf the II1'\'!'(I\'\'111 I·t li',k 

S:.1tt'~, 0:' wltlldr ,~Wlrlr' h:- !lc'n- .1!Hl .• 1'1111'" .• \II! ',- \:.' .:', 

n·.'ltl!tr uf :k·t-.: .dtr:Ill.ltIIC) h.\IL' he"I! lUlll',I: ,! y, "it', • , . 

lnudul C 

. , , I, 
• , 

r ,t . ... ,. t l .. i'· . Itl I "I'" I lJ a l'" 1 1 \,. I I!' I ~.J. I I ~ I.' . I ;, ~ 1 I I ~ . ~ j '-" • L I·... . 

I . I 

, 

• 

• 

• 

• 



, 

[ lOS J 
Tnl cont~nni in the JettEr, to t:nlarg~ Indf'-

, il at the lidl blulh abfurd :-.,-Any iliur-, the dc
of which coulq be 1dfcncd, i, of conkqLltocc 

no( t. The o&r i. a mere jlrgon of 
word., and a.)eulattd, as indeed the whole leiter ap~l"\, 
for the people, and particularly fOl thofe .Iwin they h.l YC 

thought to call our fdiow-citiuns of this confi-
nent,OI, other wwdl, the traiton whojhave joined [he 

, T. But one of their great objelh W<iS, if ~)1)(
fable, to draw the Congrc(1i into fOme kind of treaty or 
corrdi nu, in order that the,. might h .. ve whcn:
,,"it, to give w~jgtrt to the ca.lumni~ they have pro
ptgattd, by declaring to the French court th:lt the (;011-
grefs were faithlefs. and inderd had atlually bargained for 
the (u' . of A.lcric:t, the price of wbilh W.u :0 be 
p1id by thd'e COOlmiBionefL 

, 

IN confiftence with tnis plan, and, if poffihle, to obtain 
, an indirect acknowlrdgrrn:nt of their authority. they, on 

the 26th of Auguil,J n8, mildt. a rrquifitlOn of the 
troo~ of the cOllvention of Silfatoga, in the f~owing 
terms: 

I" • 
• 

11., tb, Earl if CAR LIS L E. Sir HEN Rye L I]\;
TON:- (11111 \V ILL I AM ED EN) E q; tbru If 
hil mo;tfly'l (mamijfio,,"s, appoinud 41th [k ',inrl POU'trl 

II Irf'Ot, (en/ltll o"d ngrtl "POIf Iht mtOlls of qllitllllt tJ..t . 

d;Jortbrs now f"k/il/i"l ill ((rttl;" of d,t ,;/;'lIfI, p/an/a:ilJI'U 
",,,d Pr'tJi1ktl of ,\·or(h-.AI'fU~ ;c(J. 

• oJ 

• 

" PO N a r~prerentJ!ion from the (Cmrl1JfHkr ill 
chief of hi, majdty\ fo~n:s, th.it the troop" 1.1l)·ly 

f~rv' uOlkr lieutt'nant-general Burgo\ !lC', n{JtwHhlla):J
iog the oleum conn-nrion entcrl'J illto at Sarato(:A, in 
which it IS fiipulated that the l.tld {ro(lp~ filOU!d hl\\ (. 
a frcc pafi~ge to (;rcat~llritain, ;1((' nt"\ief thrk f~, ur!,ln 
nriou~ pretence .. , Hdl dc-uinC'J ill New-Fngl.wd---Ttw 
follow:ng, remonftrance againft the ulljllH Jerl"lltlOll ()I 
thOle troop', and rcqudicloll fill Chl'if ifllllH',li.1ft: (l'k"k, "ll 
tht· conditlull illlorxni to the .lfta lc h, .... hit L t~H"1f p.d!.\,,!, 
to t.n~ldJlJ l~ IhpulJtnl, .lIt IIIJ\\, j'J:l'I,"l1\ Ill.idc t() the 
A II H ii, . .1 I C <.JlI ;: I C (, 

,. \\ "}"!', 

, 

• 

• 
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cc \VHF.RF."~ the mean~ ,hat have been dcviftd ty 
mankind to mitigate thc horrors of war, and to facilbtate 
the re-eHablilhmcnt of- peace, depend on the faith of car
tds, ~ilitary capitulatiofl!l, convcllti()ns and treat~ enter
ed into even during the continuance of hofiilities: From 
when<;e all J1atiofl:) have agreed to ubfcl ve fuch convt'ntiom? 
as they revere the {aend obligations of humanity and 
jt~Jlice, amI as they would avoid the horrid practice of re
taliations, whi,ch, howe-vcr juilly due to the guilty, in ruch 
C4fcs but. too fr,·quently t-.11 on the innocent. ' 

, 

" A!'ID whereas upon the~ confiderations all breach of 
faith, even with ~n cHerny, and all attempts to elude the 
f"rccuf military convelltions, or to dcfl:fAt their f<flutary 
purpofes hy evalion or chic:llle. are jllfily he,ld in detet1a
lion, and deemed unworthy of any ddcription of pcrfons 

~,affuming the charaBer or fi.atillg thcmfelvts as the repre
I R.lIlatives of nations, 

, 

" AND whereas it was fiiptilated i~he (~cond article 
of the convention entered into at Saratoga between iit"U
tenant-general Burgoyne anr.\ Major-gf'neral Gah:s, '" Tha~ 
" a free paflage be granted to the arm)' under Heutenant
" general Burgoyne to Great-Britain, topon cOlldition or 
" not (erving agolin in N0ilh-America during the prdent 
" contdl; and the port of BOllon is affigned for r he 
" entry of tran(poI15, whenever J;;eneral Howe {hall fa 
" order:" • 

.. HIS majdty's Commi(fj(Jnct1" now founding their 
claim on chi~ article, joill with the commanJer ill chid' of 
hi~ majdly's in a peremptory rcquifl!ion, That free 

tor the immediate embarkation of Jhe faj troops i and that 
they be all(lw(:d to depart for Gr('at-Britain in terms of 
.the faid (,()!I\'L'ntion. And the f":lid Commiffionrrs,.in orJl'r 
tn remo\'t' l \ L'l Y fuppofcd diffi<:ultv or pretence for delay in 
the t'xn'uciull of this .tr~aty. ariflnf! hom any p:aJt, [('ai, 
;'ppalcllt ur lilpp()llli illf'J~tion of it, by WOld or wririll~ 
011 the lide of I ithn party, hCl'thr ottlr to nllt'W, ('11 tho 
P;lll or (;rc<lr-B,it.lin. ;,III the tl~lUbti()ns of rhl' laiJ COIl

Vt'lIttOl'I, all,l p;utlllli,tliv to rJlli\' tlll' cUlIdltion JIiI1l'\l" 

10 lhe il<'0lld _uti"'!e thlll'ul Jbu\l' In :luJ, by Wfll(h rhok:" 
• 

f 

• 

• 

• 

, 

• 

-

• 
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art not t-:> reeve again in North-America during the 
conteft.. '.: " 

, 

," AND this requifition, dated at New-York, on the, 
~th of. AuguR, I 78, is now fent to the ArnecicCln Con
gre[s for thejr di t and explicit anfwcr. 

• 

• • • 

CARLISLE, 

H. eLI N TO tJ 
, " 

\V M. ~ ED E~: 

7D his ,Nulln", JIENRY L .... URENS, Elf;'. 
tIN pr#"I, and, gthtrs tlH mtmlurs if 
tbt C,,"trtfs, mn tit P.hiJaMlphia." .- -

, 

, 
, 

, 

• , 

As thefe gt'ntlemen did not with the pro let-
ters or credenCE to An frate, s could 

, not furl! propofrtions wi~out acknow edging in-
din:dly . the authority of the comlJiiBioa by which they 
were appoiatcd; and in doibg that ·they mull have a..::-

. knowJedged' the authority ~f thore ails of parr on 
which. that miBioQ j founded. But as an inde--
pendent bte they c'ouJd not talee notice of perfonsa8ifl 
either uocler'a CC?mmifiion oc an ad of parliament, the c 
being 'of a domellic natu,re, and relati~e to internal polity, 
put wirhout .wthencicity ~ to foreign power~ • 

, 

, 

THE iiJioncrs then, on the one hand, had no 
right to make the as it was not contained in their 
commiffion, and could not poOibly - have been in con-

. at the time of granting it: Bcfides that, being 
in its nature purely military, it was the proper buiinefs d 
the Britilh commander in chief. And., on the other hanJ,( 
tpc Congref6 could not make a direct ;anfwer to ~t witho,,~) 
receding from their right as reprefentatircs ot a lo\'crcigll 
and independeQt people. 

BUT further: It bein evident from the (ace of the rr.
quifition, when campa with their commiffioJJ, ~at they 
offered wb4tt they had flO power to perfO/lIJ, it follows 
that they defigned.to obtain the tr(Klps without ~iving the 
folid kcurity which had been rightfully demanded fo'T their 
performance of the com'entioo. Aud frum thence it i~ J 

o 2 ck,lr 
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, 

, 
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clear inferenc~, that they defigned.totally to difregard the 
convention whenever the troops fhould be in their pof
feffiun. 

• 

THESE'reafons taken together, ought certainly to hap~ 
pt't'vemed the Congref~ from taking any llotict of thf;r re-

1Ilution. But one ohjcCl of the commiffioncrs was, t() 

nd fQJlle ground for a charge againfi the Congrefs of a 
want of national faith and honor; and on that and every 
Q'rhcr ,occafion it was of im{'Ortance that the people of 
Amel jca thould have materials to form a judgment of the 
<:onduc~ of their reprefl'ntatives. On the 4th of Septemlxr, . 
therdor('~ a few days after the receipt of th;lt, with fom{; 
()ther papen, they came to the foJlowing rel:':,lution : 

• • 
, , HERE AS Congrefs did, on the 8th day of 

January, I 78, rdoille, That the embarkation 
,.1" lieutenant-general urgoyne, and the troops under hIS 
commar.d, be fufpended till a difiinc.l an~xplicit ratifica
tion of the convention of Saratoga {hall be properly notIfied 
by the court of Great-Britain to Congrds : ' 

• • 

" RESOLVED, That no ratification of thr convfntion C'f 
Saratoga, which may be tendered in confcquenc(, of powns 
which may reach that cafc by confiruBion and impli.:a
tion, or which may fubjed whatever is tranfatttd rdati\'c 
to it, to the future approbation or dif.1pprohation of the 
parliament of GrC"at-Britain, can ~~ J~c('plcd by Congrefs." 

Ch th(\...ujth of Srptemhcr, ! 'j' :'8, 
wa.., rcccil't:J bv CQn~re!~ : 

the followjn!~ kttcr ,-

~ ~\....., \ 

, 

S J R, St"l.-V··]CI k, H)tll Scptcm£'iT, 1 iiB. 

'1 () T H I KG but hi, rnajdly's pofitive inflru8ioH~, 
of which I Itnu vou an extract, could h:IH' il1-

l;llcnl me to trouhle \,OU, ~r the Amnican Con~rcf" again 
011 the {ub.led of the' troops 'dC"talllcd in New-l-~n!!LH1d~ III 

Iliff ct col1tran'l1!iull of the treaty l'nlCH'U into at Silfato~"l. 
'rilL- negleCt of (he rt"qudiliol1!- alreadv I1lAde 011 thIS fl,h . .. ~ 

:(·~t, h altob:ether 11 II pren,dt I:t'l.-d am(lJl~! I'.lrtll:<; ;Jt wa' 
I !!UW, huwt"'.t';, I:'))(".!t tLt: JClll.md, th,:t tL.: l (11\\t'IHi(.1l u: 

\""""1 I 
,-~ ... , " 

-

I 
, 

• 

• 
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be fu16l1td;' and olfer, by c.xprefs and rf'('.('nt-llH. 
from the king, receIved flnce the date of t~e late 
. m.we by his ' )' 's Comriuffioners, to renew, 

in I _jefty's nalnt;, all conditi.ono; Hipulated Iieu-
~~ant-gencral Burgoyne, in rcfi>ect to the troops erving , 
under his command. . - . . . • 

-

" IN this I mean to difcharge my duty, not only to the 
kiog. w~~fe order.s I ~bey, but to th!unJmppy rlft;lt, liNfWij, 

· whtJjt ajJ(l,rs art '~mmttttti 10 IOU, and ~ho, 1 hoIX', will have 
· the can~Of to acquit me of thetonfequenc.es that mufi fol
low from the new fyftcm of war you i are pJeafesl to intro.. 
du(.'C. I have the hO(lor to be, SUo, 

• 
• • • • • 

r"llr m?JI obedient and m?J1 hll u jrrvarst, 
I 

11. CLI!)/TON, 

J:Iis fretU",? HENRY LAURENS, E/9' thl 
pr#1II, and "lJtn Iht mtmbtrs 0 I ·thl 
Amefico1l Cfl'1grp, atlPbilodllphia. 

, 
, 

Ex/rlla . of a llll" fOln, Ih~ ril:bt. hrmorablt lord George 
GeIlUatn, D1U if hIS maJt J s prmClpJI jurt/arm of flatt, to' 
his l1In;alSir ffiryCrjr~t<>i1, K.B. &c.(5c.&c. 
4aJ6a IPhilt U,1JJ,u 12, 1778. I /--.... 

---'. 
" AM to lignify to.youbis majelly's plt.'afure, that you 
" do take every tlep for the flri8: obfervance 
• < of what is ftipulatcd in convention of Saratoga, on 
" the part of lie Burgoyne; and that 011 

" do give the fullefl urance that the troops, w . , 
n embarked, {hall l:c iml11ediately fent to Great-BritOl.ill, 

· " and eve condition agreed upon between lieucenant- ( 
"general urgoync and major-genera! Gates, refpetting .,1 

" thou, be faithfully obfervoo. 
A tnu IxlraE!, 

• J 0 H SSM IT H, jt'{rttary." 

IT is worthy ,of remulc, thlt this extra...'l is dated at 
\Vhiteha.Jl, h early as the 12th of June, from whence CO 

the 26th of Augufl is 75 da s; wherefore it is mor'e thalt 
Jlrubilb!c that it WJ.S rCleiv. prrol()W, ami not /uf./:·qu.rIl!) 

tu 

• 
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to the tequifition made b the <;ommiffion~ts. This cir
cUifith &TIee heightens the filuclulent cotl'lplexioo.of the pm
cedure ; and in any cafe' the extr.lCt thews the decided 
opinl( mof the Britith court, that their C.oonniffioners ~ad 
not the power by them pretc"d~. 

, 

Bt irr further: The Congrefs had !'Cfolvrd on the 8th of 
Ja~y tiry, 1778, em the moll condufive reafons, "That the 
"en-.barkation of lieutenant-general Burgo ne and the 

. " tr lOpS un,der his camm.u!d he fufpended til a diJiinli and 
" !.' ,licit rotifoatiDn of the convention of Saratoga fhaH ibe 

, " pI ,?perly notified by the courr of Great-Britain to Cdn
" '~fs." But inflead of this, there is frmply a dirtllitml of. 
a f ~rctary of flate'to their gel}eral "to give: the fulleft (Jf
"/li ranw, &G.'~ which a1Turanccs, and the gtnerGl who gave 
th:' fl, or the very fecreta himfcif, mi he be difavowed. 
Th e ~rfon who cert-ifies t c extract al 0 might eafily be 
di,fa,voired ; na , it is very poffi,hle that no fuch letter ,was 
eve r written: or can we argue again\i-fuch deceit from the 
bafl ~ers of it, for thofe who would do the many treacherous 
acts; which th" had committed Quring the war" who h~ 
bor rowed from fdohs of the moft pitiful kind the little vil- , 
laillyof counterfeifng money, and with whoQ1 it was a fa
vorite maxim that no faith was to be kept Rith rebels, could 
hartlly boggle at the fending as an extr-atl from a fecretary 
of ftate's letter what rcally' was not fuch an ext~a. But 
it is unneceffary to dwell on thefe objeCtions; for the bft 
pa rdgraph of SIr f{enry Clinton's letter was fo highly in
de' :ent, that it would have' beed'treafon again!! the dignity 
of the people of America to have attended to it. The 
C< >ngrcfs, the arc, with great propriety, "ordered that 
~, the (ecrerarr return th~ fullowing anfwer: Sir, I am 
" direCted to lIlt-orm you, 'that the Congref.') of the Unitel\ 
" States of America make no anfwer to inlolcnt letters." 

• 

BEING thus foiled in their feveral attt'mpt~ to deceive, 
11 othing- remained but to terrify, For thi:> purpole tht,y on , , 

tile 3d of Odober, 17iS~ publilh(:J the following m<.1ni-
fetlo and proclamatioll : 

Tn tI,t! ml'1tIbtrs of tilt C~lIt't't'(" tf.(' Tf/N/I,I','r, rf tl'I' (;,"''' ... a/ 
-'(!Phlb/I'" gr C~!J ,,', .'11 i J!l) 'f Ii,,' /r ~'O:1i ,,1m I d) rill n" (If i 7fl5 <I·,i 

t'):_:"~:i 

, 

J 

• 

• 

• 

, 
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• 
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/Wru:1II11 of NIW-/flltnp./hirl, Maffiuhufilts Boy, PJ od~~ 
, C,1UIIO;tuI, NtW-J,,.} 1 P. "nfylvan;a, 

. Coulils "" I or) land, Yir-

• 

Killill, S,l4lb.CaroJi',," and. G, 'orgUi, and 
oJJ .1, ftll inhabiul1dl if flu foid CD~lfits, oj' f'Vt'ry rank 

, 111M M".,.,utiM. , 
, 

• 

BJIlwBarlifCARLISLE. SirHENRY CLIN
TON _ WILLIAM EDEN,E!f;, Commil 

. ", his . in pur UlNCI '!,! on of 
IJfId IbI '1St JIO,.' hr"s moj1il s 

rnl", If' nell"'" his. . tl to tunt, 
c'''fiJI II.IIl"1I IIIf" " .ut f U;ttl1lg th~. tlifirdErs 
"""' ;n (trlain if the c()unies, pl4ntatj"u and pro-

• • 

tlUlClI '" 
• 

A V { N G amply and repeatedly Qladc known to 
, the Congrefs; and baving alfo reclaimed to the 

inbabitentl of North-Americ,a Tn gener , the benevolent 
of Great-Britain towards a re- union and coalition 

with he( colonies, we do not think it oonfUlent either 
with -the d We oweto-ouc Country~.Qf:with a juft rc-' 

to ~ bear, to 'perfil in holding out • • 
• 

'. I ~I"': wbiC\l, in our required only to be known 
. tobemoft Iy'accepted; and we have accordin Iy, ex· 

theCAXllmandcr in chief, who will be etained 
by duties, i'efolved to, return to England a few 
weeks after the date of this manifefto and proclaiNtion. 

i • 
• 

" P~EVI()U!, ,h~wever, ,to this decifive fiep, we are 
. Jed, by ,a juft anxiety for the great objects of our miffion,. 
~ enlarge on' (orne points which may not have been fuf~ 
ficieQtly underfiood, to l~capitulate to our fellow· fubjelb 
the bleffings which we are empow.el't'd to confer, and to 
warn eill of the continued train of evils to which they 
are a £eknt blindly and obftinateJy expofing themfdves • 

• 

• U To the member .. of the Congrefs, then? we agajn 
declare, that we are r~~' to concur in all fatisfa80ry and 
juft arrangements for (ecuring to them and their refpeclive 
conftituentl, the re-dlablflhment of ~ace', with the ex
onption from any impofition of taxes by the parliament of 

. Grcat-Blitain. 

, 

, 

, 
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Great-Britain, and the 'irrevocable enjoyment of e\'ety 
privilege confiitent with that union of intercfis and force 011 

which our mutual profpcrily ansi the fafety of our cOiJl
mon reli ion and liberty dq)Cnd, vVc again aifC'rt, that 
the mem .~rs of the Congrcls wt're not authorized by thei'r 
contritLJtion either to reject our ofters without the previous 
conliJeration and confcnt of the fcveral A fTemblics and 
Conventi011S, their confiituents, or to refer us to pre
tended foreign t:-eatie!, which they know are dclufivcly 
framed in the tid! infiance, and which have never yet been 
ratified by the people of. this continent, And we once 

'more remind the members, of the Congrefs, (hat ther are 
refponfiblc t~ their countrymen, to the world, and to God, 
for the continuance of 'this war, and for all the miferies 

, with which it mull: be attended.' , , , 

" To the General AflCmblics and Conventions of the 
,different colonies, plantations ,and provinces above-men
tioned, we' now fcparately ma(e the offers which we ori~ 

, ginally t.ranfmitted ~ the Congrefs ; and we hereby call 
upon and urge them to meet exprefsly for the purpole ,of , 
confidcring whether every motive~ pol iticat as wdl 35 

moral, t'hould not decide their refolution to embrace the , 

cccafion of cementing a free and firm coolition with 
Great·-Britain. It has not been, nor i~ it, our wilh, to· 
reck the objcas which we are commil1ioned to purfuc l b 
f~!l1el1tin , popular divifions and parti3l cabals; we thin ' 
filch Con ud would be ~ fuittd to the generouS nature of 
the offl'rs ma'd(, and unbecoming the dIgnity of the king 
and the ~te which makes them, But it is both (Jur wllh 
and our d~'ty to encour~ge and Cupport any men or bodies 
of men ih their rt't!Jrn of loyalty to our foven:ign and of 
afft'ction to our fdlow-fubjeCts. 

" TO'all others, frf'c inhabit.mts o( this once 'happy em
pift', we a1fo aJdrcfj ourfclves. Such of them as arc 
a~tually in arm" of whatfo{'ver ranle. or dcfcripiion, win 
do wt:1l to rccnlktt, th;:lt the grievances, wht:tner real or , 

(uPPC)(t'J, which led l~\t'm into thi" fl.-hellion, have ht'cll 
tllf-l'H:r rel11ovcJ, ;llld Ih.lt the iuH nccdioll i ~ alll~t'li 1'0/ 

~ 

tileir n:tllfliillt! to d1l' cl.d·~,()f ]1t',ll'dlIi citll:lh But if 

till' hUl1or, u( a 1l111:r;11)' Lt· .Iil' h"tt'll1(, tlllll \'!',;cd, In 
. thr.:11l 

• 
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• 

• 

• 
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reelc thofe honors under the banners of th(ir right-
ful and in llghting the battles of the united 
Bri ~lplre oagainft our late mutual and natural cnemy. 

° 

- u'To thofe whore profeffion it is to exercife the funai
ool.of rdigion on thi}! continent, it cJlnnot fure! be UIl

!a'own, that t'~e foreign power with which the "'ongrds 
1~ to COnnect them, has ever been avbrfe to 
toleraqon, ~ inyettrately oppo(cd to the interdl:s and 
~of the places of worlhip which they ferve; ,and 

dat Gnat-Britain, fr~ whom they are Jor the prefcnt f<:
parillted, mull, both from the principles of her confiitution 
and of proteftantifm, ~c at all times the befi guardian of 
rdi ioLi..s liberty, and moll difpo(cd o to, promote and cx
ten it • 
, 

. "To all thofe who can efiimate the blcilings of peace', 
and its influence over agriculture, arts and commerce, wl\o 
~an feel a due anxiety for the ed""cation and et1:abli!hment 
of their children, or who· can pbce a j ufi val ue on do
mefiic.fecurity, we think it fuffident to obft:rve, that tht:y 
~re made by their leaders to contin'le involved in all the 
calamitie~ of war; without having lither a jufi object to 
·purfue, ~r a fubfiiting grievance which ml)' not inHantly 
be rtXirdlt:J. 

• 

" BUT if there he any rerfons who, di\'cfl...cd of miftaken 
refentmcn~s, and unilifiu('tlC{d by (,-Jfifh interefts, really 
think that it ,i:. for the pencfit· of the col(lnit:s to fepar:tte 
themfelvcs from Great-Britain, ° JnJ th:lt, fo fcparat:d. 

° • 

they will find a c':lI1Hitution mOle milJ, more frec, allJ 
. better C:HcuJ~t("J f(·)r thl'iir p.rofpcrity than that wh:rh th~ '( .\ 

hetetotorc enjoyed, alld which we ;lrc rrnpJwereJ and Jd- I 

pofed to n·lIl:w and improve; with luch pt:rfolls we will 
nut difpute a polition which fCC1ll5 to hI: futnciently ,'(ll!

traditted b the t'xperience they h.we h<id. But we think 
, it right 10 eave them fully aware of {he change which the 

m:iintaining fuch a pofition mufl: make in the whole IU

tun: and future conduCt of this war; more cfpecia!Jy whtll 
to this polition i ... a<iJnj the pn:tend(:J alliance with the 
court of Fr;JIlCt',---Th\: p~Jlicy, a~ wdl 3~ tht' btOnevo!cncc 
gt Grl'.lt- BriLlin, have lhll' f.ir chl'cl-nl tht.: extremes uf 

p W,lf, 

• 

-

, 

, 
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war, Wlllll tJwr 1('11(:(".1 tn ciifircr" a \,K'l1ple niH conftdetrJ 

, 

:.t'i <H'lt ft:llo",-fubjn':b, <lnd. to ddol.lte a country fllOrtly to 
, h('come a~;Ji;) a linHet' of mUBIal advantage: But wh! n 

that country pr()fdk~ the unnatural cit fit!! 110t (lilly fl • 

dlrangmg herk)f from U!', but of mortg;\ging herft:lt ami' 
her n:tource~ to our l'n('mi('~~ the whole {'olHdt is chanicd ; 
and the qudlion i~, how far Great·Britain may, hye"try 
means i Jl her I)()wer, Jdlroy or rendrr \lft·lds, a ~on/lt"tt iml 
contrived for her r!lill, ,lIld for thl .1!!I!r<lnciinnlt'lIt of 

, , 

France. CA'ltler fudl Lircllmf!nll" ~ the IdW~ of klf-prt'- , 
ft'[\'atIN1 mull dlrl'N the condu.:t of (;re,lt-Hritain ; allll, 
if the Brillfh C(.lonicc; a're to lwcur1v' .1" II, ( Hlon to Fral1((!, 
will dirdl ht"r to It'IlJer that acu:lilVll ul a~ little avad a!J 
poll:hlc to her encmy. . 

Z, J F. however, therf' art any who thil1k, that n(ltwiih-
, 

fhl1dl!l~ Ihe/i· r{,JIOllill(!~, the indcpeflJcllce of-tht: coio/llcS 
will, i,~ the rdult, be ;cknowltdgnl hy (;n':lt-}:hita,n; to 
th(,01 we allfwu \':ilhout re(cr,,(', that we neither pl,tlrb 0. 
('xpe,(t powcr" for th,t( purpok: i ~lll that, If Gn,at- Brlt.lin 
('oulJ cur h:1\'C (unk Ii) low as to .Idopt lurh a mCl(u!'.'t 

we {}wuld' not havc thought OUI fll\'(~ c\lnlrc"lL:bk to be 
~ 

Ih~ inHrumcnt-. in mak in~ a cOlH:dlinn, whidl wvuld, in 
our opinion, be c:l.lmit(\u~ to the colollie', for \\ h"tll It 1-; 

made, anJ Ji{~laceflll, ;\s wt'll .h l.thl1lilPu" to :hl' c()\I!1!r, 
" 

IIrlm which it j" requir(,d. Alid we think 1:ll'pcr (.' ,I( -' 
<brl', tll.il III Iii' (IJLlit and L::rin;t III \'.l h.:\l' 1l'!~IiL"y 

~ -
WClttcll lIulll thl:-' llllitll1CCt to GIt.:.ll.iLit.tII!. 

" IT will r.()\\~h('t(\:1;C Ib,' ('i,I',ll;C' !II i'l ;;;'1',11 (,' (Ii} 
, 

to lllllllllhl'11 ('\\1\ t"kn:11 .q'pt,l~' (" )J· ... I(11 Iii thl' h, 
"11J'1.li'" ~If Ihi, (1Iltdt, I~ut th, \ t. (,i.: ,'m' ('ill\' t"r lhl' 
<-'"' C-.\ • , 
J,-"hlh Cit "II, L,I11 l", .:lld th.lt it \\ ( ,::d tl(' thtlf \\ dh, .h 

~ , 

,n:l! a, rhell Illtl'lf!, 10 Illi .. :':1 It':-'.Ill I(,I,lil,_:',: wdh 
(; rt'al- Brit.llr:. \\ t' ;':':.1111 .. !;: th, 1Tl, \, h. tllt I .ill th'll 

, 

g r I!' \' .11 : n " I I .:! I lf (Ill l' c ,f ( d , h -' \ ( I, ' : b cell .11l'l1" \ ," d 
Illlly Hellet"l; ,\1,(; \H Ifd;n, d: .. : tk dhl' \\1' h,I\C' 

, 

!I, .. ,:l', k.il l :i"ll, I ~' td h' \\ ,f1llt!, 111 1 ,,'!.t ! Ithl r (It 1m, 

IIIlC:I.llt Ilbll!1 "I !111ll:'IH'1l1 Ilcl':::1 it th"(e C t1~I' .. Il' 

tiCl\'" Jt"icch'd~ \\t
o 

\\ .thlll,I\'I tJl.ll~ ;hf_' t \rq ;~1.. (·t .\ ll'Jll-

1l111!1.'11 \\t(II \,.I"l~1 II' fl,:·.: :I, \.1,11 hIli' !"'i,,,::d, d,:, 
lAllll· 1!llL!41:.{\ \\ ~J.i JH.J L);t '(! L,\. \."~Il ljl.ortl l'ilo.d-l-;r I!.:IIY, 

'-' 

r , 

• 
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",(')r can it eithrr in jUflllC or policy be expctled 
from her. 

• 

CC IN fine, and for the fuller manifdlation as well of the 
di~ fition we lx';}r, ac; of the graclOu'i and j;l':nerou! pur
po f:S of the commiffion under which we Old, we hcrt:by 
dec.:la~, that wbcrcaG his ",itjeffy, ill puduC!.ncc of an att, 
m;ade and palled in thc eight~cllth !~,t1iol\ of parli.nnellt, 
c(ltitk-d, "An act to clldhlc hi .. 1T1..Ijdly to appoillt Com
" mitfumcrs with fufficicllt powers to treat, (ollfuh and 
U agrt"t upon th(' means of ljllicring tbe <Ii/orders now 
" fubfilling in n·ttaill of the coluntes, pLAntation .. ' and 
" provinces ot ~ orth-Am,L:1 ica," hJv:ng been plcafnl to 
authoriw.c· and empower us to ~rallt a pard()n or p;lrJonc; 
to any flumix-r or dt:fuipti{ln of PClfOIl" withm the colo
nies, lallldriullo; anJ provinces of Ncw-Hantpfhire, 1\,1.1(-
fachu .ll .. y, Rhodc-IO.llld, Corllldlicut, New- Yor-k, 
.New- 'y, Pt'nnfylvaBl~, the thlee lower Counties 0/1 

Ddaw,,:re, M.lr~·I.lnd; V Irgillia, North-Carolina, Soulh
Carolina a.nJ Geurgla: And whereas the goud dfcds uf 
thc (diJ auth!>riric<, and power!; towards the people at large', 
would have lOll!! linci: t;lken pLce, if a due ute had bee,n 
made of our fi·rit communiotioll' .;:IIJ overtures, and hay!: 

• 
,thus faf been frufhated only bY" the precipiule rcfo-

JUlion of the IlH:I)lhcrs of the Cu;),:rc(~ /lot to tft'at with 
• 

us, and by their Jc:c1illing tu con/ult with their conlti· 
tLH."'nts: \Ve now, in m;lkin:! ullr :1ilpeaJ to tho/C conHi-

. ~ 

tUCHts, and to the free inhJ~}jtJnts (}t' thie; continent in ge-
neral, h4VC dl'tcrmincJ to gl\'C to d1l'1Il what in our opi!1ion 
flldUiJ have been the hrn objl'd of tnf){e wh,) appeared to 
have taken the rnalugemrnt of thl ir illtcrtfh, JnJ adupt 
thi, mvde uf carn:ill" (he L1IJ ;)lI:h')rJlio anJ powcr~ Into 

. . b 

. elI.cellllOO. IJ~ au;rdln:~;' /)ot/J), grant Imd produim II tar· ,) 
• 

dHI or pur,/JI'IJ of ail ,md all fFumn,T '/ (I (lfiIlJ or ml!rrjiJnl ' 
~r [1r,YOl/i, b~ ~f/y pO/Ofl 'i" pO/I/), :iT by (lny "uml,(r ~r 
"rl,np;I;'~ of Ptl/oiL' wit/in d'f i.lil . ;/"';($, plOnftilI;1/J or 
P'-c:J/I/,!l, ,OLJllj;';'.-'/, I()m1f".,;d .. I, ,,'.'r./:I dJPU 9n O/' ("/;'" dt -
d..l/( of t/'IJ m,m/}./!, unrl pn, I.w:,,::; ';, 

, 

<. "" D W(' !.nthcr l!l,1.I:·,' ;\1'.1 In,\( l.li:n, thJ( II 
:"11 per{(II\ (II fWI1;)1I', or ;Ill',' l111ll,h,_,( or ,iL-IU'pIII>l1 "f 
IX'. (,'Ib wllhlll t:l.' 1.11.1 "J:",II( " ,li,III['UI'J(h Jll.! PIII

\,!,Ct,..', Hl.lW ~~>..t~l.t~;\' h r', j;I~\ ll~~ll·1 III I'~ \.1\ Ii (1;-- rnd,cHY 
I' .' 

, 
• 

, 

• 
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capacity in this rebellion,. fhall, at any.time during the 
continuance of this manifdlo and proclamation, withdraw 
himtelf or thcmfelves' from fueh civil or military ferviee, 
.and thall continue thenceforth 'peaceably as a good and". 
faithful fubjeB: o'r fubjeCls to his majdly, to demean him· 
felf or themfclves, fuch perC on or perfons, or fuch nun'ber 
and defcription' of perfons, {hall become and be fully en
titled to, and hereby obtain all the benefits of, the pardon 
or pardons hereby granted; excepting only from the faid 

, p,lrdon or pardons every perfon, and every number or . 
. ddcription of perfons,' who, after the date of this ma!li': 

fefro and proc;amation, {ball, under, the pretext of ,ilU

thority, as judges, jurymen, minifrers, or ~fficer.s of Civil 
jufiirl",. be inthumcntal in executing and putting to death ' 
any of his maicHy's fllhj.cB:s with ill the {aid tofonies, ; 
{~ilntations amI "prov iuees. '. • . " 

, 

• , • 

'.' AND we think proper farther t6dccbrc, that I.lothing 
herein contaimd is meant, or {hpl be conHrm:d,' to fct'i\t 
liberty any perfon or perrolls now being a pi ifoner or pri
j~>Ilcrs', or who, Juring thc'cominuance of this rebellion, 
fhall become a prifoner or prifont:'rs. . . 

" A KD we offcr to thc colonies at large, or feparatcl yo, 
a general or ft:parate peace, with the rcvival of their an- ! 

tient govcrnm<:lJts fccured againft any future infringe
ments, and prote8:cd for-ever from taxation b}" Great
Britain. And, wi h rdpcCl: to (urh farther . ~ula.tion-", 

" . 
whether civil,. mi \,ary or commerci.t1, 'as tl\l'\, Ill:1\' with 
to be framed and cfta'bliOll:d, we pr(llllifi: all thl' (oncur
renee anu affifbnc<; th~it his majetl) '" cOlllmillion au
thorizt;s an" enables. ':IS to give. 

. , 
. "AlI:o we declan,'; th:lt thi~ Illaniftfio' and procbma
tiun fual! contil1UC ;Ind he in fOlec fi,'ty rltI)'i. from the 
dint' tr.~rcof, that is to (ay, from the til i ILl Jay (If Odubn 
to the c:Jc\'enth day pf N ovcmber, both incluil \,'l'. • 

"-
"A~ in order that the whok contents of this mJ-, " 

lIifdlo aod proclamation may be, more flllly ); nOWII, wc 
{hall dirc;ct copies then:of, both in the 'ElIglith anu Ger
man hu)guagl') to :bc trallfli,lttcd by fbgs of trucl' to the 

COllgrds) 
• 

,I • 

• • 

• 
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• 

• 

• 

Congrcfs, the General Affemblies or Conventions of the' 
colonies, 'plantations and. provinces, 'and to. 1cveral perfons 
both in' ci"il. and 'militllry capacit!cs within the faid colo
nies, plantations and provinces. And, for the ~urther fe
curity il~ times to come of the fcveral pcrfons or numbers 
or defcriptions of perfons who are or may be th,e objetts of. . , 
this manifeflO' and procJamati.on, we have fet our hands 
and feals to thirteen copics thereof, and have tranfmitted 
the fame to the thirteen colonies, plantations .and pro
vince::: abolfe-mentioncQ; and \ve arc 'willing to hope that 
the whole of this manifcfro and proclamation will .be 
faLrly au4 freely, p~bJifhed and circulated for the imme
diate, ge.neraI and. moit ferious confid.eration and benefit of 
aU his. nl~cfty's fllbjetls on this con~inent. And we ear
nt..1.Uv c:;iJmrt all pe'rfons who by this inftrulJlcnt forthwith 
rccd~,'e:rb.e benefit of the King's pardon, at tl)e fame time 
that th,~~~ entertain a bccoming fenCe of thc5jc~]enient and 

· ' afic8:im:::u!. meafures whereby they are now freed ftom 
.. many grievous charges which might hive rife~ in judge

'mcnt, ·or have been brought in q ueftion" againft them, to 
make .a wife improvem~nt of the fituation in' which this 
~anit-:fio and prodamation' places them, and not only,to 
recollt,C\, that 3. pCl{evernilce in the prefent rcbellion, or 

• 

• 

• 

any adherence to;thc treafonable conneCtion attempted to 
be fr:.med with a foreign power, wi11, after the. prefcnt 
g=-ace extended; be 'confidcred as crimes of the mofl:.aggra
vatedkind, bu~ to vie with each other in eager and ~or
dial endeavors to fecure their- own 'peace and promot~ and. 
efrabliih the profperity of. their countrymen and the gene-
ral weal of the empire.' " . . 

. - • 
• 

" AND, purfuant to his majefl:y's comm iffion, we 'herehY'~ 
require all officers civil. and military, aild alt others his: 
majdty's loving fubjeCls \Yhatfoever, to be aiding and af
lifting unto us in the execution of this our manifefto and 
proclamation, and of all the matters herein contained . 

• 

Giv(!I 'al Nt·w·rork, IhiJ 3d day. if OElober J 778. 
• . CARLISLE, (L.S.) 

H. CLINTON, (L.S.) 
.WM. EDEN. (L.S.) 

BJ Ihfir (xa/lmei(s (ommand, . ' 
AD i\ M F ,r R GUS 0 N, fierl/ar),." 

. . B \ . 
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By forne accidents in the conveyance of this proclama.,.. 
tion, it was a long time before it came officially to Con.,. 

ork' papers III thofe of the U mted . States. As foon, 
however, as it arrived, it produced the following folcmu ,,/ 

. appeal : , ' '. I •. 
• 

• • 

B.\' the CON G RES S of thi Unitcd Stalcs of Ameri,-a, 
• 

1\1 A N .I .F EST. O. • 

" HE S E United States having' been driven to . 
hofiilitics hy the opvrdIivc' and tyrannous mea

{un's of Great· Britain; h.wing·bcen· compelled. to com
mit the cl1cntial rights of man to the dccifion of arms; 
a.n<1 ha;'·jng been at kngth forced to tbake ofF a yoke which 
,hatI grown too bur.thcnlome to bear, they acclared them- , 
felves free anti independent. .,' 

• , 
• 

"CONFIDING in the ju"flice o(their caufe; confiding in 
HIM who difpofcs of human cvctfts, although weak and 
unpwv idcd, ~hey fet the power of their enemies at ~cfiancc . 

• 

, 
• • • 

" IN' this confiuence they have continued thr6ugh the 
various fortune .of thrc.:: bloody campaign~l, unawed oy the 
power, ul1fubJucd by the b:ubarity of their focs. Their 
virtuous citizens have bornC', without repining, the lof~ of 
molllY things whil'll make life delirable. Their brave 
tr{)('p~ have patiently endured the hardtbips and dangers Qf 
a lituation, fruitful in both beyond fomler example. 

, . ". . 
, 

" THF. Congrcfs, conlidcring themfclves bound to 
. Jove their l'U~l)l~CS, as chilJren ~ of that Being who is 

('qually the Father of ~ill; and dt;lirous, lincc they could, 
JlOt prc\,t'nt~ at leaf. to alleviate, the calamitic~ of war~ 
luve HliJieJ to fpare thofe who were in anm againH th.:m, 
.1lId to lightcn tht.: chaim of captivity. -

" THE coatiuct of,thofc fcrving unde!" the kill~ of 
(;Icat-Dritain luth, with (orne kw exceptions, lKt'll 

diamctrically oppotile: Tht'\' have bid walk lht: (ljlLIl 

C()Ulltrv, burllt:..! tllL' dt'flllCl kl~ .. i1bl!,l'<'. and butchl'lL'd 
'. . 

till' Cill/tlh of }\lIlni.l·J. Th-;lr pn(~lIl'; }\;I\'C bn'll tl-.c 
Il.1U~hlel-hullk~ 01 h.:r Ivl~i .. r~, th.:il' thip~ 01 hn tt:anll':l, 
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• 

• 

and the fevcrctl 
• 

grofTcfl: infult".- . 
• 

aggravated by the have been 
• 

• 
• 

" FO!LED in their vain attl!mpt to fuhjugate the un
conquerable {pirit of freedom, th<:y have mca.llly· af1ililcd . 
the rcprefentativcs of America' with bJ ibcs~ with dcccit, 
and the fcn~ility of adulation. They have made a mock of 
hUI1.1anity, by the wallton defirutlion of men: They have 
made a mock of religion, hy il!1pious appeals to God whilfi: 
in the violation of his lacrcd' comma'nds :. They have made 
a mock even of rcafon itfelf, ~y endeavoring to prove, 
that the liberty and hap inefs of America could .l:1fcly be 
entruf.led to thore who e {old tbe;r own, unawed by the 
fenfe of virtue or of .. 

• 

• 

"TREATED with , 

defcrvcd, they ·have 
folicited them to break: 
. their fouls with the blac 

• 

• • 

• 

contempt which {uch conduC't: 

. . none could be found th 

ied to jJlJividuals~: They have 
bonds of allegi:mcc, and imbue 

of .CI imes: But, fearing that 
thefe n:t<:d States equal to 

rpofr., to tlllenee weak minds, the wickcdncfs of their 
they have threatened 

• 

wi~e dev ation. . 
• 

• • . .. . .. . 
" WHJL£ the 1had of ilOpe.remained, that our 

enemies. c~uld be taugh by our example to refpctt thofe 
Jaws which .!lre held facre among civilized natiom, and ,to 
comply with ,the dit1ates of a rcljgion which t.hey pretend 
;n common with us to .believe and to revere, they have 
been kft to the'influence of that religion and that example. 
But fincc their inco~rigible difpofitions cann t be touched , 
by kindnefs and eompaffion, it becomes our uty by other 
mcans to vindicate tbe rights of h~ma.nity. .\ 

, 
" 'VE, therefore, the Congrcfs of the United States of 

America, do fc>lt:mnl y declare and proclaim, that if our 
ellcmies prefume to .executc their threats, or perlill: in their 
prcft'llt .career of barbarity, wc will take fueh exemplary 
vengeancc as {hall deter others from j1 like conduct. \Ve 
appeal to that God who f('archeth thc hearts of mcn~ for 
the reCt itudc of our intention!>; and· in h is hal), prt'icnce 
we dl'c1are, that as we ;l1"C 110t moved hy any light and 
hally fuggdtiolls of OIngcr or l"C\'cnge, 10 through c\'l.;ry 
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, 

of fortune we will' adhe.re to this our 
• 

• • , , 
, , 

• 

Donr ill Congrrjs, by 1I1:'animoTlS (Ollfil1l, the thirtieth d[!), of .-' 
OEhbtr, O1/e ilJfJu./m{d ji''i.'t'n hundred and Jevetlfj-:eight. ~ . ,.",,' 

• HE~RY LAURENS~ prifidmt. ' 
, , 

Andl. CHARLES THOMSO~, jecrctary.'" 
, , 

, 

. TEl'S all negotiation for dependence bring at an end, . 
Grt'atAEritain and America are now to cOlltenu on the . 
foilowing points: 1ft. On th~ part of 'Great-Britain it- is" 
dn:I!J-rnl, that as we wili not fuhl1)it, and {he wJlllot fubduc, .-, 
ihc will attl:ll1pt to ruin and utftroy. 2dly. On the' par.t _ ' 
of America it is dcdarcd, th<\t if the war. is profccuted ill 
a manner not conformable to the laws of nations~ the cOn-
duct of her enemies {hall be retaliated. . 

, 

, , 

, . , 
, 

I F our CI'ml~€S were under the . dance of reafon~ thcv 
" w0uld ddiH from thofe dforts wit 1 which tht::v ,threaten 

, , . 
m; Ill., Bctaufe, c.lthough they may bul'Il man.)' dcfence-
lc/!; towns, and ravage much of the open country., the ah 

, tempt ,to ruin us muft be unfuccc!~ful, and the ex pence of. 

, 

it cnormous; not to mention' that thcir whole force is ,... 
.'lccdIlry for their own defence, which ncceffity will daily 
incrt:,:fe. 2dly. Be\cau[~ th~ir barbarity"~ by 'cxafper:lting; 
more, the m.inos of the Americans, will more efi'i:Bually 
we.: n them frem all attachment to~ and cOlllH:ction wi t h, 
Grchl-Britain, as.well po\i'tical as commercial. 301y. Bc-
c.uii.: they Illuir cxpdt that our allies will "trod c\,l'ry aid 
in their pOWl'/ to \'indicate the viobted rights of nations; 
which indced : hry aie oQund to do, not ollly ill comm(ln 
with all (,Ihn (i}\cn:igns~ but by the powerflll principles of 
faith and ;iltlttion. And 4thl)'. B~caufe filch cOIH.lud on 
their part 'w(luld jllHify on ollr~ not only the hleach,of any 
compaCts which mig,lH be entcnd illto, but evell the moH 
t::ngllinary me;lfufe!> at !he nI(,it oifLnt periud ; nay more, 
would demand a rC,nll'llihrancc of the injlll'\', ulltil rll'.h 

"./'--- • _ _ • J 

ample vl:n~~( :mce would be taken as wuuld in fulure ptc- , 
\Tilt JimiLtf iJlflllt., from others. , 
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from being aconclufive argument why they will not 
adopt them; Ill. Becaufe .their whole conduct, with' rt'-

, 

, lation to this country, bears futh ftrong marks of foIl y, 
that to fuppofe they wi 1,1. not obftinat y perfill in' it, . 
would ar~uea degree of ,weaknefs and .mfiddity. 2dly. , 

, Becaufe It is perhaps neceffary that they thould make 
a vifita.tiol'l to every ftate, in order to purge it of the moll 
turbulent 'part of the difaffeClcd, and punifh the remainder 

• 
, 

• 

, 

by the defiruCl.on ,of their property, thereby bringing' 
home to their feelings 'that conviCtion .which ,Was not to. 
be effeCled jJ'lt~~_ <:otpr.n()n~waro()Lreafoning. ,,-- 3d!y. Be ... ,_...-

"caufeTotnething mull be allowed to the anguith of dif- ' 
'appointed3:varice .and ambition; fQ,r, fince no hope re-
, mains .of acquirin that d?f!linion which was the object 
'of. their fervent de ires, it IS perfeCtly natural that men, 

• 

, 

, 

• 

free from the influence of juftice or humanity, lhouJq 
take any, and ev~ry method to fatiate the yengeance of 
defeated defpotifm,. And 4-th1y. Becau"'fe, as !hey fuppofe~ , 
they have offended ll~ beyond forgivencfs;, fo they con~' , 

, 

dude that we lhall be frimulated by paffion '. tbeir 
own, to profecute their ruin: In which cafe, 'beinl! too 

. haughty to· a1k 'our friendfhip, they have no altcfl~7itive 
but, to endeavor t,o render our enmIty as little dangerous 
as poffible. . ... '. . ' 

" ' , 
, • 

ON the alber' hani!, the detelmination of Arr.erica to 
, 

retaliate, is diClatcd by every motive of policy and jufiice, 
and mu'fi t~r~ninate to thc g¥cat prejudice' of Britain, ana, 

. the ruin of her adherents, on this fide of tbe Atlantic :-
, 

Nor can the means be wanting,: the t~wn!,. on ,her coafl: 
are at Jeaft as defcncelcfs as ours; and d'icir citizens,. 'un-, r: 
tlfed to arms, are utterly incapable of repelling an lault; 
A frrtall fum of money would wrap their metro is in 
flames. Their fubjeCls and adherents may cafily be lfound 
in any part of the earth; and the drt->aded {cal ping-knife 
itfdf may, in the hJlid!-l of our riflemen, ,fprt'ad horror 
through their .iflanu. TLde and many other methods 
may readily be devif~\l; aIlJ certainly [orne critical mo
ment: will offt:r irfelf ill (It~ flow of- time. to proclaim to 
them the illjuries of Allie) j':-:l in the' rough1'otF'ids (or' 
merited barbarit\" , ' - , , 
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CONSIDERING our' prcfent, fttuation and ,connections, , i 
we cannot but be fenfible:that the independence of Ame-:- : 
rica is fully fecured, and n'Othi~g left to guard againtl but I ' 

'th~ ravages of ~,cruel foc" and the of our ' " 
finances. To effeCt: the .former, we' muO: ourfel'Ves : . 
ready to repel force by force wherever affailed;' 'and ''firmly,' 
retort every infringement of the law of nations with un- I 
feeling perfeverance. To remedy the latter, reconomy in : 

. the expenditure of money, and taxation, are the natural 
means, and,:inadditi~nto tnefe,privaterecollomy ,founded 
on a conviCiion that the 'monies wantonly ~xpe~d'ed ill 

, the prefent moment of depreci:.tion, will foon be deepl " 
'regretted wher) it hath recovered its full value. By fuc , 
fieps we' {ball fruftrate the deft ns of our enemie~, a.n~ 
haften that moment when ,the nited Sh\tes of 'North-. , 
America, rifing from diftrefs to glory, {ball difpenfe to 
their citizens the bleffings of that peace, liberty afld fafety 
for which we have virtuou~y and vigoroufly contended. 

, 
, '~ , , . 

" THE poitals of the temple we -have raifed to frCedom, 
fuan. then be thrown wide, as an afylum to mankind. 
America fhall receive to her~ofom and comfort ansi cheer. 
the oppreffcd, the miferable and the poor of every nation 
and of every clime. The enterprife of extending com-

. merce {hall wave her friendly over .the billows ~f the 
remott:;ft regions. lndu~ry collea and bear to her 
'fuores all the various produaions of the earth, and all by 
which human life and human manners are polifhed and . 
ratlorned. In be oming acquainted with the religions, the 
cuftoms and th laws, the wifdom, virtues and follies ami 
prejudices of ifferent countries, we fhall be taught to 
cherifu the pro ciples of general benevolenae. Wclhall 
learn to confioer all m~J\ as Qur brethren, being equally 
children of the U niverfal Parent-I.-that ·God of t,he 
heavens and of the earth, whofe infinite ma"eRy, for pro
vidential favor during the late revolution, mighty power 
in our prcf,:rvation frolP impending ruin, and gracious 
mercy in' our redemption from the iron ~hackles of dc~ 
fpotifm, we cannot ceafe with .gratitude and with deep . 
humility to pt.lifc, to reverence and adore. . 
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