PATRICK HENRY

(After the painting by Thomas Sully, who never saw his subject, but
succ:ssflxlly used the Fleming miniature. The original, now loaned to
the State of Virginia, is the property of Mrs. M. B. Harrison.)
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and the Rev. John Buchanan, concerning the fidelity of the likeness.
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Preface

TrHERE are those who persuade themselves that Patrick
Henry was truly a genius, and there are others so perverse
as to deny him his due meed of fame and gratitude. The
extreme Henry eulogists put one in mind of the old Arabic
tale (Spectator) about Gabriel and the boy Mahomet. Gabriel
caught him up, carried him off, cut open his breast, took
out his heart and wrung it till out dropped the fomes peccati,
or black spot of sin. In like manner, numerous late Eight-
eenth, and early Nineteenth, Century admirers of the elo-
quent Patrick looked upon him as possessing heaven-sent
attributes, though it must be admitted that none of them ever
hinted at heavenly surgery in his behalf. These contempo-
raries and devotees, such as Hugh Blair Grigsby, would have
us believe that our Patrick was little less than Gabriel-
visited—Tlittle less than inspired—when, in the high-wrought
climax of an oration, he would cast over his hearers what
seemed to be a magical, a supernatural, a solemnizing spell,
hard to be rid of, impossible to forget.

On the contrary, our unsympathetic, if not cynical, latter-
day critics, premising (with J. C. Young) that “there is no
greater monster than a faultless man,” profess to find in
Patrick faults he never had. What was he but a spellbinder ?
they say, unmindful of the fact that “spellbinder” did not
get into our vocabulary until 1888, and of the further fact
that the gathering of the freemen on the Courthouse green
made little use of newspapers, and no use at all of wires and
wireless, Before America became an industrialized, urban-
ized, polyglot nation with new and complex problems, it was
largely a land of farmers and pioneers; and a Patrick Henry
was at once telephone, telegraph and radio—the broadcaster
of the hustings.
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PREFACE

Few, indeed, of the founders of the republic fit into their
times more closely and characteristically than Patrick Henry.
As was that spirited age—an age of astonishing effort—so
were its men; they harmonized with it and, in truth, con-
stituted it. Like Washington in his high-minded, concilia-
tory, persevering, dependable and truly superior way, like
Franklin in his, Henry appears to us now to have been
cut out for his part. This is so whether we consider him as
a trumpeter of the Revolution, statesman-patriot, leader of
an exacting constituency of yeomen and gentlemen, or a
fearless scrutinizer and interrogator of Constitution-makers
powerful enough to override him.

Many American histories and biographies have the un-
mistakable Jeffersonian tinge, while others are of equally
pronounced Hamiltonian cast; and it is a fact that Patrick
Henry too often suffers from the misjudgments of writers
trained in the one school or the other. We may well bear in
mind what George Mason said of him: “He is, in my opinion,
the first man upon this continent, as well in abilities as pub-
lic virtues.” In simple justice, Henry must be assessed quite
apart from Hamilton and Jefferson. His long leadership
lasted from Stamp Act days, in 1765, to the Federalist crisis
near the end of the century.

That Henry belonged to his own times rather than to
these becomes apparent when we bethink us of his oratorical
triumphs. It is idle to speculate how his fame would fare
if he were now alive and should speak to our modern millions
over the radio, It is equally idle to lament that there was no
phonograph in existence a century and a half ago to catch
and preserve the grand, impressive qualities, the veritable
magic, of his delivery. “Deep as the sea,” was old Patrick’s
art to John Randolph, ambitiously listening that he might
discover its secrets and reapply its subtleties, Patrick’s inborn
eloquence, his championship of the rights of man, his inquisi-
torial genius in exacting safeguards for the commonalty—all
these were fruitfully used during the great formative period;
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and, belonging to that ‘period, they undoubtedly belong to
es. . .
th;: ga;ny case, we owe a great debt of gratitude to Patrxcfk
Henry for what he said or helped to say, and what he did
or helped to do in establishing the United States on the very

firmest of foundations.

The author wishes publicly to thank his obliging corre-
spondents in various parts of the country for 'theu: courtesy
and helpfulness in answering Patrick Henry questions. .Es-
pecially was this book befriended by the lat? Mrs. Eliza-
beth Henry Lyons (Mrs. James Lyons), of Richmond, Va,,
daughter of William Wirt Henry, granddaughter of John of
Red Hill-on-the-Staunton and great granddaughter of Pat-
rick. As literary executrix of her father, she'gra.mted free
access to (1) the material used by William Wirt in prepar-
ing his Sketches; (2) the original letters and documents
collected by William Wirt Henry and (3) the acc-:umulated
data gathered by descendants of Patrick Henry's sisters and
by various cousins throughout the West and Southwest.

Mrs. Lyons was a friend indeed.
GEORGE MORGAN

Philadelphia, Pa., 1929




THE TRUE PATRICK HENRY

"“ They continued to divide parties afterward more distinctly,
The party organized by Jefferson, and afterward led by
Calhoun, insisted that the States had entered into a compact
that they were still sovereign, and had only delegated power.;
which could be recalled. The party organized by Hamilton
and afterward led by Webster, agreed with Mr. Henry, that’
the people of the States had created a national government
and endowed it with certain supreme powers which weré
irrevocable by the -several States, except by amendment, as
provid'ed in the instrument itself, or by revolution. This éon-
struction was adopted by the Supreme Court, and acted on
by the Federal Government in its several departments, and
has been finally established beyond controversy by the result
of the greatest civil war history has recorded, brought about
by the endeavor of the Southern States to exercise the asserted
right of secession.”

- —

XVI
AS A LAWYER—ANECDOTES

WE have seen why and how Patrick Henry became
a lawyer; we have looked into the fee-books kept by
him prior to the Revolution, which interrupted his
practice; and we have heard one of his friends say
to him: “ Go back to the bar—your tongue will soon
pay your debts.” But as yet we have not stepped into
his old stick-gig and journeyed with him along the Vir-
ginia roads towards some distant court-house. This
gig, or ““ chair,” and the little hair-trunk Henry strapped
on behind the seat are now the prized possessions of
Louis D. Jones at New Store, in Buckingham. Fresh
linen, papers pertinent to suits that were to be argued,

~and a book or so were packed in the trunk. There is

evidence that Henry appreciated books more thoroughly
as he grew older. In one sense, he must have had less
need of them—in executing the laws he must have
learned a great deal of law; in drafting bills he must
have perfected himself along certain lines; in buying
land he must have acquired useful information—in a
word, the experiences of his later life had added to his
legal store; yet we find him peering between book-
covers as he followed the roads in his gig. Some of his
law-books were tossed up by the Civil War into the
auction-mart at Richmond, and sold and scattered. Per-
haps a favorite volume was Dunmore’s black-letter Coke,
which Henry had bought in Williamsburg. Campbell,
who saw the book, says: “ It has his lordship’s arms
and the orator’s autograph.” Judge Winston tells us
that Henry travelled about “on a circuit (Nelson and
White, Judges) carrying Soame Jenyns, of which he
365



THE TRUE PATRICK HENRY

gave the Judges a copy, desiring th i
not to take him forpg.’ travelligg ;l‘élnilf”thefgg ebtm;(e
jwhff:h bears.the title, “ Internal Evidences of Christci): ’
ity,” was ,prmted and given free circulation in Virginli]-
at Henry § own expense. Howe says that Henr d‘g
the same with Butler’s “ Analogy,” adding: Sherl}:)ckl’
Sfarmons, he affirmed, was the work which removed 1?
his .doubts of the truth of Christianity ; a copy of whiah
until a shprt time since, was filled with marginal noti.s’
He' read it every Sunday evening to his family, aft :
whxgh they all joined in sacred music, while he a’cco .
panied the_m on the violin. He never quoted poetxr'n‘
His quotations were from the Bible, and his illustratiox{s.-
frcgr‘lltthe B;]ble and ancient and modern history.” *
we have taken him away from hi i
started him in his gig towards th(}a’ court-h}:tjs:: l:ngr};da:rd
shal.l 80 on in that direction after inviting att,ention t;
:: :vxzﬁo;agtbf::;: V‘I/-ll;?m'y I\_vIas almost a born believer,
w g. He got his religion and hi
politics out of nature in the first place amdg in i
ﬁf;e tc;utatlalf ;t::; part .ﬁf theLBible which teachtetekrilsgf
. iton, Locke, Sidney,
ggﬁi;ci?rf;)::rs tt))ftfx_'teedom had intellectualiﬁedat?i g(')rt:xfé
Idea; but it came to Henry, it di

men of his day, by the working of hi); oa‘frnI tm%;dd.to Ioﬁt:\f/r

N i1t
Fe rxfi?iesvg;“{?glginﬁe’?d:; “Old Churches, Ministers, and -
[ , - 1, p. 12, the Rev. Mr. Dres
;}:jt ia&:;:ll; }vIvir:)?e' Zacll.e;la vtery‘ %reat ’abhorrence of i:gée?i}\’:

A reply to ‘Paine’s Age ' bu
%;s;:o‘yed ,}t before' his death” « This,” gconféelr}éasg:!’ 'l:rucg
Font:;::’ w;: fggtz:lrély ttrue. dMy father, Colonel Patriclzv‘H
ol s s est grandson of Patrick He ‘as
:r‘::l:tgiom(tihbhls grandfather when he wrote the r:;I); t? i’z:‘i:;
Bishopn%V ty I\’Z[r.“Dresser." But Patrick Henry, having read

atson’s “ Apology for the Bible,” and deeming it a

sufficient answer to Paj i i
mamaso ne, decided not to publish his own
366
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“.while he was on the circuit, it became fashionable in
- Virginia for young men to pin atheistic ruffles to their
“'ghirts. French views were popular, and threatened to
‘prevail. Henry was hurt by the talk of the young men.
" Here from the Wirt papers is a scrap of manuscript,
- much crumpled, torn, and stained, and it reads:

“ When the first Constitution of France (in 1789) was formed,
it afforded great and general satisfaction, and became the sub-
ject of conversation in a circle of which Mr. P. Henry was one.
He was asked what he thought of it, and whether the powers
of Europe would consent to its undisturbed operation. He
mmediately replied: ‘ No, no, nol—the Kings and Powers of
 Europe will not rest until they have deluged that country in

blood.” ”

He sympathized with the multitudes of fellow-beings
who were under the yoke in France, but he had no
patience with the extravagances and bloody horrors of
French democracy, and would not put up with French
~infidelity. In course of time his antipathy to the im-
- ported doctrines would cause him to oppose them politi-
cally, but just now he was endeavoring as best he could
to counteract the irreligious tendency of the hour. That
is why he praised Soame Jenyns to the judges and
doubtless to others whom he met on the road or on the
court-house greens.

We of this day would like to come upon a good
report of some roadside talk with Henry about the dif-
ference between the American and French Revolutions.
We can imagine the scene—a summer sky, with woolly
clouds lazily drifting; shade at a cool ford, the horses
splashing; an interested questioner in one gig, and
Henry answering from the other. We should like to
hear Henry on this subject, because we are sure he
would show with precision wherein his democracy and
Mason’s differed from the newfangled French democ-
racy about to be engrafted by Jefferson upon the Ameri-
367
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an stock. But possib]
: Y, at such a meeting ¢ ‘ay-
farer would haye producgd a Federal receip?,fof iz}:s ‘;?g-

vocative of ““ remarks ” at th
: ] € expense of a consol;

gog::nmt;:nt which might enq in heaven knewn:fc;iﬁamd
o Hezr;a taverns south of the James preserve traditx:ons
Y as a guest, but the “ Lawyers,” eight miles
, l\iIS more richly rem-
fomnt © i ot far away is Jef-
k mirl;_z tml.:;o%lar' Forest,” an octagonal brick M):mtic{ellfo
» designed by Jefferson himself, and shaded

by trees that were ht i
' 1ge of girth long b
other white man looked upon the BI?I% R?fg: o any

General Andreyw Jackson, who saw Henry once, probably
In Parton’s “[;se of Jackson,”

¢ was induced to stop,

Said Jackson, ‘Varm] ‘H f d h
" A Y, o] cOnceptiOn I h A4 orme ad
; R ad ever

given me auy just ldeas Of the man,s powels Of eloquence ; "

Judge Roa 2 ¢ imi
g ne says: “It was as g criminal lawyer that

his eloquence had i ”
Hangy, Lienc ad the fairest Scope.”  William Wirt

some of his
:.;Igtx:essed to judges on questions of law,
woncxinu?dl his prof?sswn for over thirteen years, it was
erful how rapidly he was able to recall it, an,d enter
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at once upon one of the most brilliant careers as an
advocate ever known to the profession.”

His fame, his popularity, his extraordinary persua-
siveness, caused clients to come to him, not only from
Prince Edward and the adjoining counties, but from
remote regions. Hence he could dictate large fees, and
require his clients to employ other lawyers to get every-
thing ready in the preliminaries. A letter of his to Rob-
ert Carter, of Nomini, shows just how he managed the
matter of fees. From this Carter another Carter,
Colonel Charles, wished to recover twelve thousand
acres of land. The trial was at far-away Leesburg,
near Potomac water, and Henry must have been many
days in his gig when he journeyed thither. Edmund
Randolph, who was the opposing counsel, writes to a

- friend, under date of Fredericksburg, August 18, 1789:

“The day before yesterday I returned thither from Lees-
burg, where I was confronted with Mr. Henry, and for three
days we lay alongside of each other, It was a diverting scene,
taken in the whole. My client, Charles Carter, must have
been defeated if a single point of four had gone against him;
and to obtain one everything was attempted in the way of
assertion, declamation, and solecism. In three points the Court
was unanimous against Mr. H.; on the fourth he had a bare
majority. Thus being mortified with defeats, and willing to
disguise them under the name of a compromise, he proposed
that his client, Robert Carter, should surrender 6000 acres of
land and £450. To this I agreed, knowing that two of the four
points were in strictness by no means in our favor.”

But Henry’s letter puts the matter in a different light.
So far from being chagrined, he was felicitating himself
upon having brought his client out of a slippery situa-
tion. He reminds Carter that in case of failure the
fee was to be one hundred guineas; in case of complete
success, four hundred guineas; and he takes him sharply
to task for the non-payment of the two hundred guineas

demanded.
24 369




