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A SERMON, .

II. TimoTHY, 1V. 2.

«“ Preach the Word.”

»i‘ HEN we read with attention that Epiftle
from which 1 have fele@®ed the important thome of
our prefent mieditation, we difcover the virtues of
the great Apoftle thining with peculiar luftre. Asa
Father of the Chuich, he exhorts his beloved Timo-
thv tc preferve inviclate the dignity of his facred
office; and as an inducement for him to proceed un-
daunted in the midit of difficulty, he dires his at-
tention to the realms of everlatting blifs—to that
inexhauftible fource of comfort and confolation, from
whence every good and perfe& gift proceedeth. He
was fenfible, that through the weaknefs of human
nature his tenderly beloved fon might fhrink back
at the appearance of calamity, and perhaps be dii-
mayed and caft down, when his exertions in behalf
of the golpel thould be moft indiipenfibly necefiz:y.
With a heart, therefore, teeming with parental ten-
dernefs, he bids him recolle& thofe diftrefics to which
he had {ubmitted, and under the preflure of which
he had begn fuccoured and fupported by the God of
Sion himfelf—<¢ Thou baft fully kiown (fays he) my
doctrine, manncr of Lif> what perfecutions I endiicd
bt out of thew all the Lord delivered e The dif-
civle, perhaps for a moment, might have comforted
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himfelf with the idea of being more fuccefsfu! in the
adminiftration of his office, thon his {piritual f?ther,
but in order to nin a prefumption of that nature in
the bud, and to remove from his breaft {o flattering
a hOPL, he aflured him, that fuch was the sature and
difpofition of the world, that every true and faithful
witnefs of a crucified Redeemer, fhould meet with
trials—<¢ Yea, al. that will live godly in Clrift Fefus,
Jball fuffer perfecution.””  Yet, notwithftanding the
‘path of minifferial duty was obftruéted bv evils fo
alarming, the Apoftlc urged his difciple to the moft
animated difcharge of his 1 important office. He had
aken a glimpfe within the vail, and had tafted of the
water of the river of life. Everv ray of fear was
therefore diffipated, by the refulgent beams of Je-
HOVAH’s countenance; ¢ being confident, that bis light
affiction, which fhould be but for a moment, would
work for Lim a far more exceeding and eternal weight
of giery.” In addition, rherefore, to the advice he had
already given him, b¢ now calls forth his attention,
in the moft folemn and affeéing manner—*< I charge
thee tefore God, (exclaims the aged and venerable
Apoftle) end the Lord Fefus Chriff, PREACH THE
worpr.”  The profperity of Sion engrofled his fole
attention; 1t was his meat and his drink to po the
will of his heavenly Father; he knew that the day
was approaching, in which there would be a depar-
ture from the giorious fimplicity of the gofpel of Chrift;
he therefore called upon Timothkv to be inftant in
feafon and cut of feafon; < for the time will come,
{ fz vs he) when they will not endure frund dolirine, for
iley fhall turn acay their ears from tie truth, and be
turned unto fabies s but watch tho‘t i ell things, cn-
durc afffi&ions, do the work of an Lvangelift, make
fad! preof of thy minisTrRY.”  This {olemn injunétio'l
conveys to the mind of the fericus teacker of religion,
the importance of his offices he knows that hc} is
ent
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fent forth to proclaim the truths of the gofpel in the
ears of a carnal, fenfual world, and that however op-
pofed his fellow creatures may be to the reception of
his important meflage, that he 1s to deliver it in its
native {implicity, not with flefblv words of man’s wif-
dom, but ir demonjlration of the cpiri. and of Fower.”
A&uated, thercfore, by the fame unerring Spirit,
what a comfort and fatisfaction muft arife in our
minds, when we confider that attention which was
paid to the dafrines of the gofpel by our venerable
reformers? Touched with a ray of celeftial ardor,
they marked well the bulwarks of our Sion, and have
guardcd againft every error, by comprehendmp the
great truths of Chriftianity in her glorious articies
and liturgy. Shielded and defended by them, we
may bid defiance to the kingdom of Antichrift: they
ferve as an enfign to convey to furrounding churches,
the purity of her principles; they preach Chrift, and
Chrnift crucified ; they prociaim him the Alpia and
Omizga of all our hopes; they point out to admiring
mulutudes the fulnefs of redczining love; they humble
the afpiring paffions of the human mind, and charge
her miniftering children, who are placed upon her
ccleftial walls, to ex 'uim in never-ceafing accents,
““ Bebold the Lamb of Ged, wwho taketh away the fins of
te world I Bound, therefore, as we are by every tie
ot virtue and fincerity, to found the trumpet of evan-
gelic truth, let us who wait at her altar, * pPrREACH
THE WORD”—let us not be afhamed of the gofpel of
Chriit, but exert our united voices in difleminating
the truths of religion, to the honour of God, and
the falvation of immortal fouls. Linked together
by an indiffoluble chain of affe@ion, fuccefs fhall
mark and dittincuith our labours.  Built upon the
rock Chrift _]qus, the gates of hell thall ne’er pre-
vail acainft us—7Infideoiv and Error fhall fice before
the prcv&ilmr* rays ot ‘Truth; and O rtoedoxy, like
the
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the Ark of old, ride glorioxfly triumphant. At an
opportunity, therefore, like the prefent, when the
watchmen from the borders of our Sion are convened,
for the purpofe of deliberating upon fuch meafurcs
as may have a tendency to cftablith ber intereft c::d
happi ‘zefs, it may not be improper ferioufly to cnquire
into fome of thofe important truths incu's 1 d by
Chrift and his difciples, and what was particularl
implied by the Apoftle, whea he cha'*ged his beloved
Timothy to ¢ preacn tHE WorRD.”—In the profecu-
tion of this momentous ob;e@, 1 fhall proceed with
caution: but though I advqmc with trembling fteps,
yet, as the fervant of the meek and lowly ?c’,m I
efteem 1t my duty to {pezk with freedom; and may
that God who filleth xmn,enﬁty with his prefence,
remove the veil of prejudice from our breafls, and,
by the illuminating power of his Spirit, lead us
into all truth.

Oxc of 'the moft leading points in that holy and
undefiled religion we nrofei«., and which 1t 1s parti-
cularly neceflary to procleim, 1s vur unhappy full in
Adam ; by which we are de eprived of that {pirituil
power with which man was firft created, and are 1n-
volved in fin and wickednefs.  That this 1s the cafe
i1s clearly evident from the general tenor of revelation.
“ Beboid, (fays the Phahmift) Jwas /baven 11 In1quity,
and in fin did my mother conceive me”  The Apofile
Paul, who was taught by the fame unerring Sy:nt
}as declared that « in Aduin all died:” hikewile, h.xt

“ by cie man’s difobesicnce meny were made finrers
thereby avowing his belief in the mlpu"un'. ot ort-
ginal fin, and the d pievity and corruption of our
fallen neture.  Aunl do s nouz our own experience con-
vince us that this 1s “:r-!]y the cole ? afl our eve
into the world, and obhferve the condudt of uur elow
creatures; evamine with attention the firft cforr . ot
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the infant mind—How {uiceptible are our children of
every impreflion of vice? How readily do they im-
bibe a love of the world? and with what relu@tance
do they in general recetve religious inftruction? How
trec-ently do we obferve the tender parent defeated
in all his withes? He fows the feed of piety in the
breaft of his beloved offspring, and endeavours to
train up_ his child in the way he fhould go; but,
while unfanctificd by the Spm* of the Almij ighty, he
turns a deat ear to the warm remonftrances of parentii
love, and inftead of walking ‘n the commandments
of God, tramples upon the blood of Chrift, and gives
up the reins to his detefted pafions. It 1s {uppofed
by thofe who are wife above whai is written, that the
mind of man, g his firft entrance upon this ftage of
action, is untinétured with depravity, and that, ) like
yon pliant ozier, it may be inclined exthcr to good or
evil : but this 1dea is not only repagn:mt to thofe de-
clarations of ferip:ure which have | jult been quoted,
but 1s immediately oppofed to the principles of our
Church, who in her ninth article exprefsly affe ferts,
that ¢ original fin flandeth not in the following o imi-
tation of Adam, as the Pclagiczm do vain{y talk, but it is
the fault and corruption of every man who naturaily i
engendered of toe qﬁ}prmé of cAddam, wherehy mai is
very far goue from original rightcoufuefs, and is of bis
own nature inclined to c*';z/ Jo that the fiefh L{,’iem always
conirary to the fpirit.” It is from that bitter fountain
of original depmvxtv that all our imperfections flow—
it renders the human mind at enmity with God, and
prevents us from treading in the foot{’cgps of tl‘e
meck wia lowly Jefus. It was from a convidtion of
this important truth, that the Apoftle informed his
Corinthian converts, that ¢ tbe natural or uncorverted
man careth not for the thiags of the [pirit of God, for
they are feolifbirofs unts bim s neither can be kiow toem,
for they are [piritually difcerned.” Our Saviour like-

wife,
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wife, who knew that the human mind was corrupt
by nature, declared to Nicodemus, a mafler in Ifrael,
that < cxcept a man was born again, be could not fec
the kingdom of God” 'The Jewifh teacher was in-
decd aftonifhed at the doftrine, and afked in a degree
of furprife, How can thefe things he? Our blefled
Lord afligned him the reafon, ana opened to his view
the real caufe, by telling him, that < that which is
born cf the fleih, is flzh.”  This declaration, indepen-
dent of everv other, is '1mply {fufficient to convince us
of our infufficiency, and the abfolute neceflity of con-

verfion, i order to enable us to cleave unto the Lord

vith full purpofe of heart: for if man pofiefles {uf-
fictent power by nature to enable him to practife ho-
linets in the fear of God, it certainly would be ufelefs
jor him to be born again: if, therefore, it is neceﬂéry
ior him to be born ag:un, a moral mfuﬂicxency 1S 1m-~
pied.  This, in the opinion of the Chu. ., is indeed
the cafe; for in her tench article, wherein fhe 1s dif-
courﬁng upon the freedom of the biuman will, fhe ex-
prefsly and without the leaft difguife afferts, that we
cannot of ourfelves do any thing plea‘ing to God ;—
““ for the conditicn of man after the fall of Adam is fuch,
tnat he cannot turn and prepare bimfelf by bis own na-
tural firength and good works to faith, and calling upon
God 5 wherefore we have no power to dy good works,
pleafing and acceptable to God, witbout the grace of God
by Chrift preventing us, that we may bave a good will,
and working with us, when we bave that good will.”

Sinck, therefore, fuch is the imperfect ftate of man,
from what fource is he to expect that affiftance which
will enable him to caft off the works of darknefs, and
to put on the celeftial armour of light>—The facred
fcnﬁtures agam reveal to our view the raoft effectual
mzef in the perfon and offices of the Holy Ghoft the
Comforter. 1t is through his facred mﬁuences that

the
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the adorable Jefus is manifefted te our fouls—It is to
him that the Spirit of the Almighty leads the repent-
ing finner for fupport and conjolation. ‘Though ene-
muies to the crofs by nature, yet when the light of the
Divine Spirit is refle&ed upon our minds, we are made
to « bunger and thirft after righteoufnefs ;”—we hear
the Almighty exclaiming in language of affe&ion,
< Seek ye my fuc2 I ard with a heart melted and fub-
dued, we cheerfully anfwer, < Thy face, Lord, will
wwe feek.” It is then that the glories of immortality
become confpicuous: it is then that we experience
the true meaning of ‘thofe facred prophetic declara-
tions,—*¢ I will bring the blind by a way that they
knew noty I will lead them in paths that they have
nst krowiny I will make darknefs light before them,
and crooked things flraight : thefe things will [ do
unto them, and nst forfoke them.” And again—<< ./
ncw heart mf will [gzvcyz' ard a new ipmt will
1 put within you; aend I will take away the flony
cart ous of your flefb, and I will give you a beart
of fiefby and I will put my [pirit within vou, and
caufe you to walk in my jRatutes; and ye fball kecp my
Judgments, and do them.” It is upon authority of
this fncontrovertibie natuie, that our holy Church, mn
her feventcenth article, explaius to her children the
alorious doctrine of convertiny grace—* They are
called {fays the) accoraing to God’s purpofe, by bis
fﬁzrzt woirking in duc fc*f(m—n’wy through grace obey
the calling.” Indeed, thrcughout the whole of our
incomparable luurcry, we find the afeription of
praife continually arxﬁng to the Almighty, as incenie
from the glowmc* altar.  In the datly fervice of the
Churcn, in language Fxmél: and affeding, we ap-
vroach the Throne of Meaven, coafefiug our fiis;
and initead of prefuming tpon the leaft power inhe-
rent in uw; by nature, we rckinow ledge our unwor-

B thina(s,
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thinels, amd confufs that < rdere i5 1o bealth im us.’
l rom an exnericnce of this truth, we are led 10 the
fect of the throne for divine affjiarce, and befeech
tha: God o enable us to perform his will, ¢ from
\\}t-.wv ool ey defees, all gosd counfels, and all Juj
corie s proceed.” The infufficiency, therefore, of
man baing a truth fo fully revealed in holv writ, and
1w abundantly enforced in our fervice, it cannot fail
ot appeanng necetliry for us, who are fent forth as
Ambaffudors of Ged, to proclaim it without referve,
and ©> deliver 1t as @ part of that word, or gofpel
ot Chnft, which we are delegated to preach.—From
this view that we have taken of the do&rines of the
gofpe!, with refpect to original depravity, and the
neceflity of converting gracc, in order to turn us
from darknefs into hgnt, it remains now to confider
whether we are juttified in the fight of God, through
that obedience, which-by his grace we are enabled to
perform, or whether our falvation is effeifed through
the alone merits of redeeming love. There 1s a
principle in the breaft of every man, that naturally
leads him to the works of the law for falvation, and
which prompts him to feek an admiffion into the
=bodes of everlafting blifs, by a partial conformity
to its {icred mjzmﬂ on:, although the f{criptures, fo
far from promifing him the leaft fecurity, declare,
that * curfed is be that comtinueth not in ail things
thae cre written in the book of the law to do them.”
But tle gofpel of peace, thofe « glad tidings of great
Javy” inftead of condu&ing the awakened finner to
mount Sinai for fafetv, dire@s his attention to the
crofs of the compaffionate Jefus: we there behold
him fufering for our fins, that we wbho believe may
be made the righrzou/nefs of God in him: the
{aciinice of his body imprefles our fouls with awe,
cnd while frem a knowledge of our unworthinefs
we
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we are weeping around the araning iz, we hear
him in accents of affcétion cautioning us from any
dependence fhort of himfelf alone, and declaring,
that « by grace y are fuved térough fuith,” and thae
““wit of yourfelves, i: 15 tbe guyt of Gad, nat of works,
leaft any man fbould boaff.” This truth was purric-
larly, and with more than common energy, inculcated
by St. Paul. He was jealous of the mediatorial
d:gmt» of his facred ma&nr, and afcribed the glory
of jalvatisn to him alone.  LEven in his time, error
had begun to infinuate 77 %/f in the Church of Chrift:

there were thofe who dependnd upon their own
works, and who thought them of fufficient impoert-
ance to purchafe for them cterral blifs; but when
{peaking of them, like a wife maftcr brilder he men-
tions the impropriety of their fyftem, and fupplicates
the Almighty to influence their minds by the effufions
of his holv Sgirit; ¢ for I bear them record, (fays the
Apoftic) that they bave a zeal of God, but not accord-
ing 1o kmoicedge; for they leing ignorant of Gid’s
rightcounc/s, end goirg about to q/laz’u’zﬂv their owi:
ngbteoufnejr bave nit ﬁ:bmi.tﬂd theiizelves to the
righteoujneis of God s for Chrift is the end of the law
for rightesuine(s to every cae that bolieverh.”  In bt

Lpiftle to the Phillippians, he diiclaims the leat
pretenfion to merit on account of his own works, 1n
this ﬁroug and decifive language :—¢ [ conut clV
toings oat 155, for the exvcelis m., of the knowiedee of
Corifp ¥ f.u my Lord, for wbam I cove fufered all
things, and ds count them but dung. Trat I wmay win
Corifty and be found in bim, no: baving (mark the
0111:111&.0'1 siine own righteoufs :cy., "’/mu is of the
low, but that which is through the faich of Cliit, the
vigecirnes of God by faith.”

.‘\!\'T}



( 12 )

Anp when we defcend from the Apoftles down
to a later period, we difcover the fame truths incul-
cated &y tbofe, who for purity of life and converfation
have been ever efteemed as fome of the brightejt
Jewels in the crown of the reformation; ¢ they
knew that no other foundation can any man lay, than
that is Jard, which is Fefus Chrift;” they therefoie
have reprefented him to our view as the zruth and
the life.—not only as the Redeemer, but alfo as the
walchfu! thepherd of his fheep. In one of the ho-
milies of the Church of England, where falvation
vy Chrift alone is the fubje@ treated of, it is declared,
that ¢ we are juftified by God’s free mercy, and the
merits of the Redeemer only, and by no virtue or
good works of our own, that is in us, or that we
can be able to have, or # do, for to deferve the
fame, Chrift himfelf only being the caufe meritorious
thercof.”-—Bifhop Beveridge, whofe piety and ex-
emplary manners ever diftinguifhed him, when dif-
courfing upon the fame important fubje&, ftept forth
with holy zeal, and like a faithful witnefs of a cru-
cified Jefus, plead the hallowed caufe of righteouf-
nefs imputed—¢ For how is it poffible, (fays the
learned prelate) that I fhould be juftified by good
works, when I can do no goed works at all before
I be juftified? My works cannot be accepted as good
till my perfon be fo; nor can any perfon be accepted
by Ged, tili firft engrafted into Chrift; before which
engrafting into the true vine, ’tis impofible I thould
bring forth good fruit: for the plowing of the
wicked is fin, fays Solomon, yea, the facrifices of
the wicked are an abomination to the Lord.”—
Thefe are evidences fo powerful, authorities fo de-
cided, that they cannot fail of carrying conviction
with them, efpecially as they fo immediately harmo-
nize with the profeffed principles of our holy Church,

who
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who in her eleventh article boldiy and evangelically
aflerts—< We are accounted righteous before God, on'y
for the merit of our Lord and Saviour Jesus CHrisT,
by faith, and not for our own works or defervings,
wherefore that we are juflified by faith only, is a moft
wholefome doflrine, and very full of comfort.”

THEse, my much refpeed brethren, being fome
of the fundamental principles of that gofpel com-
mitted to our charge, it certainly is a duty incumbent
upon us, to deliver them without referve. They
are indeed the pillars of Protefiantifm—pillars upon
which the glorious fabric of Salvation is erected.—
Let us, therefore, as faithful {ervants of Chrift
Jefus, be inflant in feafon and out of feafon in preach-
in them. While engaged in a caufe fo sruly noble,
what have we to fear ’—Intrufted with a commiffion
fo conducive to the welfare of immortal fouls, what
have we to apprehend ?—The fmiles of a beneficen¢
Saviour will accompany us through this vale of
tears—If involved in difficulty, if oppofed by thofe
for whom we Jabour, and for whom we pray, the
blefled Jefus will fupport and comfort us by his
Spirit; he will fpeak the language of affeffion to our
fouls—<¢ Lo, I am with you afways, even unto the end
of the world” Under the moft adverfe circum-
ftances, the importance of our office muft be im-
prefled upon our minds. Remember that we are
fet as a city on a hill, which cannot be hid: our
do&rine, therefore, muft be drawn from the foun-
tain of unerring truth ; we muft preach, not ourfelves,
but Chrift Jefus the Lord, and endeavour to con-
vince a benighted world, that unlefs they poflefs an
interett in redeeming love, their fouls will be fen-
tenced to eternal pain. It is not upon our own
works, either in whoie or n part, that we are t{(;

tru
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truft to for juftification. A deij#, or any other infi-
del, may be a moralift; but, agreeable to revelatxon,
the door of Salvation is clofed againft him; for « /e

oniy that believeth, fball be faved.” By preaching
Chrift, and Chrift cruc1ﬁed we fhall therefore bring
the proud and prefumptuous legaliff to the crofs of
redeeming love. By informing him that there is no
other name under Heaven whereby he can be faved,
but the name of Jefus, he will, through divine
grace, ftop his needlefs and alarmmg purfuit, and
inftead of confiding in himfelf, will fall low at the
feet of the Redeemer, and exclaim in contrition,
« Tefus, maftery bave mercy upon me!”—As a friend,
therefore, to mankind, I befeech you to bdlow the
trumpet of evangelic truth, Though younger in
years than fome of you now before me, yet, in-
trufted as I am with the mi iniftry of the gofpel, I
even charge you, before God and the Lord Jefus
-Chrift, ¢ vrEacH THE WOrRD’—Trim the celeftial
Lamp of Salvation through faith—take hecd that ye
touch not the Ark of the Almighty with unhallowed
hands, and be not athamed of the Gofpel of Chrift.
With this folemn advice I now bid you adieu, and
fhall conclude with a fhort addrefs to the lay mem.-
bers of this convention,

From your immediate fituation in life, you have
it much in your power to forward and promote the
intereft of religion: it is to you that wc are fent the
jovful bearers of celeftial tidings: itis from you that
we 1n general derive our ﬁxpport and upon whom,
undcr Gaa’ wedepend for the united exertions of bene-
volence and fincerity. Let your attention be therefore
directed to the good of Sion; wallz worthv o1 vour
important vocation, and let the celeftial I ght of virtue
gild and diftinguifh all your aclions ; remember that

- the
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the caufe of religion is the caufe of a crucified Jefus;
acquit yourfelves therefore with becoming zeal; let
your counfel be ever weighed in the balance of the
fanctuary ; and be determined with the Apoftle to
know nothing but Cbrif, and him crucified. Under
condu& fo aufpicious, our united labours will meet
with the blefling of the Lord our God: fweet peace
fhall attend us on our journey home: when we are
called from this our earthly tabernacle, the prefence
of Jenovawn fhall {uftain and comfort us; and we
fhall be received into the armis of our divine mafter
with ¢ WELL DONE GOOD AND FAITHFUL SERVANTS,

ENTER YE INTO THE JOY OF YQUR LORD.”’—Now 10
God the Father, .





