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Chri{liin .Reader, .. 
. I 

H, fliil·op.tfrP,.ttch~d htt"J ,I God/ pO'tttt~rHJ \t:rath 
()ver thu pODr CotlnttJ, in fmi.~ing aow" ()S!,.Pi/l~"J, 
plm;kjng lip OIlV Stak.!s, and tl1k.jng from UI th{ 
/'reath of our J.Vofirill, ;, " m:Ltttr fo doltfNI and 

lo/emnb arvfNl lInd trtmellaDIU, thAt It"e" Mil] ~lell ftgh out our 
(orr.:ji':~·1· in tHe ''Words of the /,zmtntj1'J[ ·c btlrch, Lam. S .16,) 7 ~ 
-The crQIXln is f.lIlen from our head: \\foe unrfi IlS that we have 
finned4 hh" this our heart is faint... for t hefe things our eYes 
are dim. }J01l1 oft have ll"e {ten Aaron e/tf/ed·up to MOllnt Hor, . 
lind Moies ;0 i14011llt Ncoo, MIa th~:-e ft"ippd IJllt of the RagJ 
Df Mortahty, t~ be chthed JJ1ith the Glor, of II ~ctter lI'orM? 
o how m~/ch cf our glory h"l'lJe We finnea' down itZto the dsifl :' 
AbrahJrn U nfl~ igr.or.znt tlf m,l:nd Iirad :!c/:.noll'ledgtth tI5 not 1 
Jet 1ft ONT" F athfr and Redeemer 1fIhoJe N arm il from evtrlajling, 
·vouchI. t(l 'return, for hu ferVetnt J [Ilk!, tht T rihes . of hu In- -
hfrit.-t1l(.1: La him not [tfftr 1# to erre jf om hif W.1Ju, nor har­
d{ n our heart frDm hy {ctlr; hut fo tlW.J~!i1, t:Jf a md tetlch tU 
to profit, that being dupf1 and dUtly humHut g",drr hu might, 
h~md~ he ""1 plt"re to lift UI Itp in due tim('. Let tho(e dreadful 
Thllndt,,-(ldps \",h,c,h of l.tte have hroken o'ver OU1· heAd!, dlf?Hl(fn 

tmd call 1# I~p from the 6td of SI(;th, to lJ'r{fi1e in ~r']fr with the 
God of Salvations., w!JB!ePJtrq mdHrah [0" ever, that he maJ he 
pref/ai/fa lJ1lth to r.life the T "bern'c'le of na"id 'Wbich 1& falltn, .1f:a 
r'palr all our 6rfllchu, to giv. (45 EleazJr afur deccaftd Ad,:on,fo) 
Jofhua to {t.ceftd MtJf~s, fHrnifotd with a a'o/~hJ( ~ortion 0.( /Jil 
SpirIt, to mcounter and overC'i111t ali 11mrg-frtt dlJfc~ltieJ lu ",utj 
met t with, in the ract he u 1ft to rrOl. 7 h.Jt grolling fPiri~ of. 
'JJ1.11If ann f: t~lIdtr, "lid 1\'ftlrine/s of Gods R IJ Ie In C (;",-,,;011- -wtalth 
lind Cbu) ch. canYJ/If 61!t addt \~,ftght In rh';l load, ~,hich !yah 011 • 

the ShOll! lors of fi~ch '" tire c.llled to ~Ulr tt.lf ~urthtn lind hl"t of 
f:j&h", day. To tnc0t.t; .fge the htartJ and !irenl,th," Itt hands of 

A z thf 
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To tfie Chriftian tteaaer~· 
the l/IIiIJtrlof 'II! Jer~a.lems ,~.J/" ~M tJ.'.l;OI/J.Jt};gll, 411tl. 

prHlltllt [to" of thAl .ort", S~4_ tlf eltrilt, who ':I.1I().1ft· 
rift, i" Ptot-Itching thu' follo.";,,g S milD" t'" grlilt aU Jio"OIl.,.""/' 
ANditlr,. If"hAt U he?t ,rtfi1lteJ, ll'M ,,,:w. lilt of tbe CO" 

~ "rille" t., the Aitth",J D~ h""J: HIIJ he livea tIJ rtvir", if"J 
prepare it f(Jr the Prt/s, it hAd ,ro"abl, come forth *;th [rellter­
INftre lind vigo,.,.. Th.tt bit prll;fo·.rth, p.1JnI tll~" ;" Sf.d]­
inez, lVriting, Pr,qi"llt"d Prtcchi1lff, 411d Df otlitrJ ;11 P,,/'/ifl,i11l' 
.~ Difcoll1'(t {o fi4Jo".hle "nd IIft!:/, "'''1 not ~t loll; th:tt the 
Living God mal l(t Jditht to apptar for HI '"Mo"nll of Diffie.lt}, 
to fettle Oil' Shak.!.nlJ, heal IIIl ONr Bac~-flidi"gl ""d 6i-tIlChtl, lind 
to give HI'[lIcb Jk.!l["l Stlltt-Ph}jicianJ, M' "'11}' ~1 "pt mtanl 
,r"dt"t/, IIftd, recover HI to " betttr conaition of HtAlth; th.t 
the BeANt]"fJ[ tbt LfJrd ONr Goa mil] he lipan 111, lI"d hu'G/IJry~" 
DIU' Chjldrt~ Itt '" the trJJvail Df th, 50111, in 1rll)tr to Hi", in 
"hofe ftIVOII" if lifl!. To 71hoft hltffi"g-I cornmmJ t"t, in pt.,. .. 
u.(jng·JllhAt u hire p.t. i",o thJ),anJJ; and rtft: 

1~· s .. 
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Nehemiah 2. 10. 

---There Will cDllle" m,,, t() ·folk the nielfo,e of~ the: 
,hi/drill 'f l[r,tl. . . .0 

He OttilftDII of thefe words, and frame of . the C (m·' 
tt~t, .is known and ob~.juS t() 't\'ery Reader, W~· 
need not take up time in that. 

The words are a (hort, but notable ChnAC1(1' , 
or defcriprion of good Nt/'tWli"h, . when appointed [0 be G,..·. 
'Vlt'nDtn" or Rula" in iNJaIJ, and tbat in a tiY-le of trouble (of 
greatAlftiitiorr~and Reproach, as v!r. J.ot Chap.t. and the ' 
whole frame of the SCOiY tells us) then he willingly undertakes 
the Charge, and comes with this defign, this· was his aim an4, 
lpiri:, (as it was afterward his prlll1i[t) tQ feclicbe "~tlf"tt of 
tbe Chitdrtn of lr","d. If you ask who or wflat Nfhemi.th 
was, that was now come: to be Ruler in ;l4aAh, (for fQ'he was, . 
CJJ"P.,.I4.) or what his bufinefs or dcfign was ~ Y~HI art an-' 
fwercd in this PfriphrajiJ t There 2:pIU'fOWJt A 11IA1I tf) [uk the '1PtI:' · 
f q, of the ,hild"n of J/r~tl. It is brought in here ·as that that .. 
¥t •. '~ the grief of tlH~' "M~~fritndl of ?Ndi4h, -( S.tn~a""t and' 
7'obi9'!j,y: "hets thtl hear" of itt it ,grit'vul them t."(cudir.gIJ, faith'· 
the re~;,~) buck was a truth in it felf; (that is··it .(h~i[ I aim at). 
rh:js W4~ the Nlws-tbat 'was ~jen to be hetlrd at ltTlffd/fm: and, 
it was no fmall joy to tht'n.1~ thale there was ,orne a man (1)i.z. · 
lVtb(",;ah)whofeair.l: .buhnds and fpirit ''W,u to [uk. tke rrd-' 

!; .f.;trt , (or t!~t goodi ~.:: ~.:he .word is) of, or that thtff w.u good · 
! I f~r, the c/.,iliyt,z o( lj}.~!!. 
1 • But ~-JithGQt-tunhtr rt'iJ'~a. the words pl:linly aff,)rd OS thi-c;' '. 
!: 1

4ruth. A J Doe1, . 
, y 

. 1 
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· Nehemiah '" the W"ll 
,D<d.~ ~ttiAl~l W"i'.1111 S.,I,it 'f /Mtbfol Bllierl, II {t~ 

fhi 'wtlfore of thl People, t[pedaO, ",hell III l'he1 A,e 'he 
People ,f 'he Gla of lfr,ftl. Or, 

It iJ tbe Duty ttr.d ,he Spirit offoithfill Rulers, even;n dif 
thtllt and trtlllbfffome T'i '111 CS j (you may adde t hat, for 
that W~iS the (df' of the Text) tg Jeek the giod (or 
Wt~{t:re) of the People', tfpeciallJ .vhf,.] as tlJi] are Ihe 
People of God. 

" Thus lVfhrmitIh did, this was his Spirit and Charl1,!1cf, and he 
made it his bU!lnefs all the time he WJS R'.ller in lHdtih, as the 
whole afrer-f1ory fhe\\'s,\vhi€h is a large Commfnt on tIle Te~t:t; 
a,-,dllis ~commended Ex,lmplt is here ftc fonh in the Book of 
God, for others InflrNllion and /1'IJittt'tion.. Rufers (£ {~~,) lire 
to fetlz.. th!' \h~f''lrt, tbe good of the Peopl,,: i{om. I 3 ,4. He ~ 
the Minijler of Gild to 'vet fO'1' gOOd; fpeakirg of thr Civil Mao 
giflr~tf :he is fo by his Pllfee, and he ougbt to be Co in his p,,,, .. 
a,ee; E11h.10.3. ~'efllth-gIlDd (the word i~) Or 1f'f~f7t: the 
fame word is there-in the Hef,rtw, with this In the Text. Luk. 
2:!.2S. Civil Rulers are ca\led BemttlElorJ, (faith Chrifl) and 
fuch they ought to be, as they m.ly jun!)' and truly be fo called; 
Benefadurs, ~,'Wi'~7aJ, doer J of t,ood, [0 and for the people thry 
rule over, efpedatly when thty are the 'proplt of Goa; fo we 
k:1oW frrall (tht: children I.l' I(r~1el) \vcre Gods C01/{'n~nt PIO­
p/~, 2. Sam.7. 24. and to fe' k the welfare of fuch a people (the 
children and people of lfracl) thdt hath an Emph.tjiJ in the 
Text, was emphaticaHy lhe'i:l(#gn and deji;o, of good i.V{hcmiah; 
tbat (onfid~ra[i.)n In'oved his hearr \l:hen he waS in rhC!C()urt of 
Ptr'pd, both to pr.;! for them, and [0 tndf;l'l'OftY rht'lr hdp, Ch.?p. 
1. I o. The faffey'of Tf'I'I,j.1Lm, the holy City, by his bll,ldirg 
up the W,lll thereof, WJS his main dtf;gn, l\7:!:J[m.2. 13~ '7. So 
P[aI78.71,72. great is .t~f' Trufi and Obligation upon Davza, 
when fet to feed (to RH/t') 7 :lcob~ rh.!t are [he peopJe of God, 
and Ifr~el his inbt:ritance: PIal. J 22. 9. {o (peaks DdVjd~ a 
Rufer, to 7~tl(m. For the Religious lnterdls thereof (Lkcaufe 
oftht. HOUle of God that is in it) he is ~mir.entIy affedcd to fif~ 

.it; !/J,d. for 
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for a little E xpliciltion. The o~jta, [the Peeples wclfa-:.e] , 
a~d the 4 lt, [Se~kJ are here (o~hderabJe. ' . - . , 

il;!.1 . ~e{l. I. whAt U thAt gOOd, or .. ellArt or the ptop/t, ' _hi,h 
Rulers ought to (ft'<.! or ",herei" Joth it conJift' ! ", 

I ' .Anfw. Take it in the Example of NehemiAh, the improve-
l,i ment whereof the l-ext leads us Uni'). 

: 1 I. They are to leek the Maintenance and furtberance'of true· 
1,,:' \ R,ligion am~ng!l: a reoplt. NeJ;f.'!1iah di~ n;ot think bimfdf ~n-

concern'd In tbat; or that he being a CtVU RIIItr, had,nothtng 
: \ to do in matters of RelIgion: He en~ouraged and affilled E:t.ra 
I I . in the ReforrnatioR of Religioq, Chap.S. & 10. He put forth : I his Authority to rtftrAin and rfdrf{s fundry ~bufes therein; as' 

~\i l l-lthcm'.1 3· The delilillg of the Tempit!. ver.7!8',9. Ntgl:El of 
. I, the Lt'llltes, ver. 10 .13. PNp~anBJO" of the ~AUlltl,.'fi«,!' 

I , -.2,2. Religion is the chief and pfincipal thing~ wherein the ' 

I i 
,"el[.fre of a people Rands; it is impoffible they thould /It ."tll .. 
and do welJ withoU.t this, w hereby they may come to ferve God · 
and glorifie him, and auain Salvation for their own Souls. The' 

I I weill, the excellency, end and happinefs of MankiAde, Iy€~' in; , 
!! true Religion: . and therefore if Rulers reek the weal of a· 
I i people, they mull: n.eds feek the advancement and efiablifhment 
! \ of this. Hence Rdi!,i(J eft' /ummlU poiitictt filii!; Religion is the 
:! thief and laft end of Civil Policy. AI/1ed.E1IcJdop.p. i 389. Gods 
: i Commandments are the Rule of man·s good, Dellt. 6. 24. &. 
I IS. 29. fo is the prfl rable as weil as the fiUJlfd: hmce they 
\ I muil be ~fp{'rs of 60th T db/n. . 
~ ! 2. In fl,hordin.1thn to ReJigion~ they ar e to feek -aiio the f'''.- 4 

:1' 11 tern~J, tempor~tl welfare of the people: • 
I! . I. Conlil1ingin thdr Sa(tf,f; th.lt Nt-hemjah taketh c-are fOt, 

I! in the firO: plJ('4f; (the prefervat.on and fafet] of their perfons 
I I and erijvymentS', both Puhlick and Pcrfo::aJ, Religio~sa!1d Ci­:! viI) To that end he builds the W.tll of Jerl/(a/em, for their {afe-

ry, thar. they might not be a prey unto, or reprnach amongft 
I; (heir Adverf.u'its, J,V(h.m.2. I7.rhis is fund.!mentafly necef- ' 

f:lry to the welfare, or wdl-beir.r, ~ a pt'or1e, the-y C.lnnOt pof- -
bhir have ~c!1 ~!illl, without the prr(er7ll1tiJH of rhdr Bt i11 11', 

t'Of.l Perfui.al and Pvlicical. ' W k'll .J.VchC71li.1/J carne to ft<.k the ,. \ I 
I i 
I j 

I 
! i 
\ , , f 

, , 
\vell:trt 
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Nehemiclh III the WaH 
wdfart of the cbildrfn of IlrAtl, his great bufinels was to 
build tbe W.dl of ]e7 N,.{.1lf"" in which place their principal 
Concernments, boch of Religion and GOYt'rn~~nri were fetid 
up, PI.l. J 22.3,4,S. That. JtrM!Altl".have a Wall"for tile f.tfety 
aod pr~(erYiltion of it, (and of what is cOBtained in it) is re-

. quijte to tbe welfare of lftAt/. 
'1.. Their Hcntft]: Rulers are to reck to maintain, cherH''' 

. and prcrerve Civil H.ntft, amongtf a peopJe, by reftrainiog 
and 'redrcfling Injllries between nran and man, and mhcr 
Crimes and Mlfdemeanours, by the Adminillration and Execu­
cion of ll1J1ict; by th~ free paffjge of RighttON[lIt{s, which 
affigneth to everyone (lis own; and of Elf Hit] alfo, abating 
the tigour and ~xtremity of firid: Jullice. where need is. Nt-
. bt",illh left an eminent Example of this, Nth. S .1-13. cau6r.g 
them to deal honeftly, yea mercifully with their poor brethren, 
according as tbe difrrefsof the time required, fgppreffing tbe 
biting V(HrJ that was among them; he frees the opprdfed 
from their opprdlions,. and taketh care that RighteoNfnifJ 
. and EquitJ may obtain amongfl tbe people; this alfo is a part 
of his care for the good of lfrttti. That people may live to­
gether in ttl! IJolltfl, as well as god/illeli, is tbe care and the be­
nefit of good Rulers, J 7i11l.2. I ,2. and fo th:lt 19d9tmtnt and 
INflict may be faithfully adminiilred, whkh is a main BttfS of 
tbe welfare of a people, and a main part of t~e work of Rulers, 
1.King! 10.9. ]tr.22.3,1 S,J6. Am~J ).24. I Ptt.2.I4. 

3. Their Pro/pcrit), in matters of OU[wal d Efiate and Livdy­
hood, by (uch help as the care of Government may contribute 
to tha, end. That that we commonly call (n'ftti:h) is a p:1rt of 
the wealth or welfare of a people, though not the greJteH part, 
as the world is apt to efieem it. Good Rulers will gladly he a 
furcherance thereunto, what in them Iyes, thJt the C5mmon­
",falth molY ftourilh and profper in thil:t refpdt, but ffp'lially 
in reference to necdfary livelyhood, when it is a time of dillrefs 
and poverty, or fpedal {cJrcity in this or that, of food (lr 
.C!9(hing: when the people ue in a low condition (or many of 
them at le,dl) wrefUing with many and gr.1t difficulties. orin 
,I ~earch, ChtfP.5.~. how careful is tenJtr·he,irted Nehcmi~h uf 

"" t . ., 
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;n TrOUb'efomt Times. 1 .. 
tbe people at (uch a rime, Ntht"'- S. be to\)k 'gre.u . care that 
things might be fo carried on, tbat poor pED,le might be pro­
vided of ntttfJ A~ i:.~, and be able to fuRain their Farnj~lkst, ,tr1~lt 
th~y mig"-c not perHh in a time of dearth and· fcarci~y, 'litf/; Z, 

3, &c. this was paIl of the good he did for thepeopfe, 'tie? .19°. 
SoGt'It.4 1·33-56. - . ' 

4 .. Their TrIC1u}t,ilif], ~;rtnt[s ({\r Peace) in tbe enjoyme!1t 
of all chofe, (both Religious and Civil good tbir.gs.) That was 
the fcope of N thtmiahl care and endeavours in many of his 
aftings. That the peoplernigllt. enjoy Peal«:; ;:nd. Trauquility, 
he doth endeavour to prevent and hinder both Di./!lIr":met.f 
from 'n'irhollt, (hence he built the W.tll of Jeru[.,dem) and alf~ 
to eLlablifh Vni'1, Love and Pea,~ aWJon,~ themfdvtJ; to thJt 
end he took care to ({wet Complaints and Contentions, and co 
heal diif.uisfafiions that arofe among them, Neb.S.I,'1--6j7-
~t is the great fruit and "!nefit of good GovCrnfl1£lIt, that the 
people ,,;~] lead a fJRirt and peactable life, in the wayes both of 
true Religion, and civil HO lltft" (or in refpdl: both of their 
Religiol1s alld Civil Concernments) ! Tim.2.;·,. That of Ttr­
till/HI was a great commendation of FElix his government, had 
it been true, and fpoken without flattery, AU! 24.2. the en­
joyment of ~ietnefs (Peace and Tranquility) is -an excelfc:nt 
fruit of good Government. Thus of what the 'J!elfare of a 
Ptoplc is. Now· 

2. To [Seek] a peoples welfJre, is to pLt forth utmoft and 
btu Endeavours to procure, prorni)te and maintain it; to fllld) 
ir, and to /peak... for it; to aa for it, as occ"fion is. It is not an 
empty 'W~fh;ng and 'WoHiding, (I could be glad, faith a man, to 
fee it go 'Well with (Nch It People) nor yet to ttl!1( of it onely,and 
(peak.. great words, but to do (etTt<.'tually and vigorouHy [0 do) 
f~r j~ what j~ '''S, Ii~s, as the c,tfe req~ires. Ste'<..~~ implies 
pofiuve and tn(1l.ttrIOl1S Endeavours, an the ufe ot all due 
means, to obtain a ching; as the ufe of the Word, in <xher 
places {hews: See Pfa!.34.14. Prot!. JI.27. & I·S- 14· ~ 
)8.1. M~t_I~.4S. l'ake a man [11J[ feeks \Veah'ii, or feeks 
Honour, how diligent, lctivt', ft:du!ous is he in [lis way,. he 
layes out bimfelf In induilrious purfuit after it; 1.0 ~~t!~" ~ 

_ n t~litni\ll 
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Nchemiafi III tli4 WAH· 
-

,.,faithful Ruler kek the welfare of the people, (0 N thtJJl;Ah, did 
( &$ t}le nory tells Us.), But I' may. not cnlar ge here. .' - I 

.R.taj;. 1. 'Why it is t~ Wqrk or Duty of Rulers to feek,~he 
goodand w.elftlre of the 'peoplr; I. BttAII/t thil';, the ~ 
'Wherr&] 'ht RRltT, M {Itch, l/(Jrifit' Godi . vj~. by f~cking the .... 
goo~ .md. welfJre of the people. . To glmdie God, IS the Ian 
en.d and gr(~t duty' of every man, and, thither we are to .ufer 
all·we do; I CDr,. 10.3 I. Now ''Ie (erve ~nd glorifie God in oor 

o feveral nations, (and as placed' amongfi men in this wor Jd) in a 
,way of feeking' andf~vin'thegood of men: hence the LIW, 
whirli is tbe Rllit of our ferving and glorifiing GOd, we know 

'\ (jne T "hit of it is taken up in en joyning of us to do good to 
ment t~ reek and fur:thcr the good and welfare of. our N tigh­
,~, in aU that concerns him, (;~ hi4. H01l01lr, Lift, .EftAtt, &c.) 
, Would you . {ervt Goa? t~en faith the Lord, Love ,..,. N ngh­
~ftr,fet:k tbe good and ,,-..-dfate: of yonr Neighbour as your 
owg: this, is that Eternal; ~. nmuta~J~ Moral Rule that lies 
upon all men.. Htnce it lies upon the Ruler, tbat he do in his 
pl~Ce,3.Dd according' to 'his C",.,';IJ andcomf4{I, (which is 

~greatu then that of a private perfon, and therefore more is 
expcaeu from him J feek tbe good of the people he {lands re-

. laced tO~ ,f~r [our NtzghbDNT] is any/one,or more of ,Man .. 
kinde, whom we,have any opport.unity or capacity to do good 
unto, LflR.:10.29"--.37. and the·nl.Ore Spiritu?l opportunity, 
advantage and obHgation-~ve are \\nd~r' to do good to another, 
the nearer Neighbour he is. Hence the Pfoplt are the Ruferl 
n~xt Neighbour,-(as I may fay ) tbey are the diredand eminent 
ObjeCt of his love, and of tbe fruits thereof, whom his place 
gives him the bigbeftadvantages and obJigati?ns to do good un-

o to. Hence to 'feek the good of the peQpJe, IS the grc:.j[ wor k 
and duty which the Eternal La~v of God layes on thofe tbat are 

. c,llied to place of Rule and Government.... . '-
RtAf. .:t. Hence, The mxt end of the R"ltr, M fitch, u to /;e 

• for the pefJple~ IIna to promDtt thli,. gDoa 4nti "'(!fAre: As the },d1: 
end is the gl~,y of God, (0 the next end is the good of the 
~ople, .llo",. I 3.4. As I Cor. I 1 .• 9. i.t. Womal1.js laRJy and-as 

. 8(Jm~ (~~ 5>.~~ ofm~~~in~e) .fo.~ God i. but ~extly. ~l~ as ~~ .. 
. u,-.... -..... 
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-- • i" ,cr,l1III"ji"" 'rilllll. ' . '7. ' 
If" (i~ her proper place 'and Sex) tor. the IDIII, to he .-"He,,' . 
to bim, GtII~".18. So tbe Ruler il (0 every man Is) ,1.111yfor . 
God, butn~tJ}', and as a hi", for the ,Ptop/I.The, pet'l'le 1111 'illt 
are not fo~ tbe &.Ql~s, but ~h~ R.ul«s for th~ pt.ople,re mini. P41., '14. • 
fier to tbear welfare ..... Now It IS the txcellt"" ,([he goodnefs) of 8:4C411.' 

every thing, and the Jllt1 of the r~tiomd creature~ .to f~rve top;;g· 7f!. 
irs End; and the more aptly al,ld fully (bat, anY. doJeryc to 
th~ir End, the better and more e~ell~t they art. ~. · -

Rtar. 3. Frtim the'Tr"jI th.t u ,c",11!it~t. 'tlHt' 1l.llrJ: They 
are hetr~fteJ. by God (yea by GlJd and Man) wi~h the rublick . 
Weal, and God will call for an Account of ir, tbey are his Mi· 
nif/fr,s, his Truhees for that bufinefs, R.om. t 3 :4, No man can 
wholly excufe himfe!f from being his Brothers kttpt" Gen.4.9.. ' 
but tbe keeping of the Common-weal of aU their Bretbre~i is . 
i!1 a particular manner committed to Ru~rs, thqr are called "in ' 
Scripture Shepherdt, PCal.,8.71 .. & 17.20. f;Jek.34.2 3. Mit.S.S. 
Jer.zJ.14. who are betrufted wkh the Flocltr. Nttrfing-fAthersJ 

who are betrun~d with t.ht.careof theChilJt, Numb.II.IZ .• 
l(a.49.23.. Thefe and ftlch like Tittel import the Trull they are . 
charged with. If the people or· their welfare fbould ever mil",: 
carry in their hands, through their' default, it, will be required 
of them by the'Lord. The peoples welfare is a aepofit"", com­
mitted"o them to keep. ·If but one Neighbour commit a thing 
[0 another to keep, ClUt and fllkJit} jn that TrH/I will be re­
quirtd, Exod.22.7-12. ~uc~ more when a whole FJeople, 
and God by them,do commit tbelr whole common welfare unto 
ruth and fuch to ke~p. 

Q!left. 1. why thr1 .re cfPtciallJ tD fielt tht welfart: Df the • 
ptoplt of G oJ ~ or to Ceek the welfare of the people over whom 
they arc Rulers, efpecially wben as they ar~ the Lords 
people., ' <. , 

Rea/. I. From the Pt't.CioU(Ht/i of fuch a people, and of the 
things' that are laid up with them: I~, L"tl hath buc one 
Diiriing in aU the world,. and that j~ his People, Jer. t l.7. 
the dtAr~' htlO'f/uJ of m, So,tI, even finful IfrMI is Co called; /[rAtl 
il his Son, h,,· prft-6()rn, E"~Dd.4.~z. and fu!h an· one he putS 
to you t~ nurre, \I,.'bo Jre R~lers in l!rllrl; thty nre his ~or. 

. fl~· ' tl0~'. 

, 
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tlon, his Inheritance, his 1((I/.:;A' T,ca{UTt, Dent. 32..9. tven 
· _htn lfJ141f1i ill A 4t/tTt lAna, vee .10. there be leads them about 

_ . ~s:a J:ioc~, "J tht.h411(iJ o( Mofts Ana .11#0.; and they are [0 

Ilim-as the A"~t of his EJt, ver. II~ P[al. 13 ).4· E:na.19.4 5. 

" 
H iJ Y;JlfJtlrd, .1fa. 5. 7. and this he commits to ~'our carc and 
kt~ping (asCII"t.I 6.) With what care is-fucha Tr1Jfito be' 
l1lanag~d and lou.~ed unto? and how folemn would the account 
beif ll(gled:~~? a~ t K ;ng. 14.7. e;,.:" I 6.)__ They' are the Bre­
[bren 01. Chrtfl, ani \li~hat is done to or for them, }'ea for. the 
le.aft, .tor_, a,defpifed handful of [Ilem, he aCCO'Jnr~ as'done [0 

'himfe1f;Mat_2S;40 ,4s.They are the Spoufe of Chrifl, of. 
whom he is vcry tender, for whore !lelfare he is exceeding jea­
lou5\ ~tch.1.14. They are the R'sfoo/4 Df F4ith, and there is 
aJpcclalty of. duty and obligation to do good to. fuch, to feek 
tbei~ "good and welfare, G~/. 6~ 10. The nearer [hat anl' arc [0 

. God, tbe nearer ~he;' are and ought to he to us. Gods people 
are preooiJS and.h{'l~'~~.'rable inGQas fight; l'ea if any part of 
his people be more noly, more reformed, more conformabJe to 
his Will an~ Image then others, they are the more precious: 
and fo they (hould bt ia our fight, and will be fo with all that 

. , have a ~drt after the heart of God, and that love the righte-
, pj.D .. tcb ous·as (ucb, .If".4l.4.1e".2. 3. When and .",hiie.J{rtlt/.'R144 flo" 

r
l 

. ~ E.'Igl •. litlfji to thl Lord, (an holy people) not onely by dtJig.~ti(j", but 
crl "·1.I)t. 'll Ir · r. d L d· 'lot. . a 10 In meature a{lHAU, fo, tl"le .Lor was rnorCtoeR or lnary 

... tcader and chary of, them. , 
Remember alfo·the precious things that are Jaid up with and 

among the p~opIe of God; as vi~~ The holy Ordinances of 
God, The Tru:h of Religion, The difpenfation of the glorious 
Gofpel, The helps of everldfiing Salvation: Thefe things are ' 
high and Grong obligations to fftk tbe good of fu.th a peopJe, 
p [;1/."122.9. and to maintai(l, -prcferve. aRd prOIT10te there En­
joyments, wila-dn the choicefi part of their wdfare is con- . 
tained. When the Ship is; loaden with plate and Treafure, it 
highJy concerns the Mailer and pjlot to be very careful of her, 
thdt {he mifc;-arrv nor. " 

Rear. 2. The-glo,:" of Gods N arne is eminently bound,up and 
· cQIlcernc4.in the. w~1fare of . his people ; and therefore., .if , .- -. . .. , , .. ", ..... -. . " Rulers 

-- .--
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Rulers feek the glory of God,,,hey mufl Hntenfdy feek the \"lei- . 
f~tre o!' his people. It is true,· that G9d woo brings good -nut '. " 
of eVil, can and do~h make tbe _ad ver fttr nt1~ fuffermgs 9f.l1is 
people tUfn to his glory; but tha~ it d<d. {o, is .but by'ilco:: 

- dent, a~ -& working by contraries.. The peace and welfare of 
the Lords people, hath a mo~e prcy:r iL'.((d dir(d tertdeticy !IJ 

- tbe glory of God, as weJl as thtir own comfort. Indeed jf you '. 
fp~k of bare outward quiet'and profperity,' fingly confider ed, , -
that hath not fo near connexion with the glDry of God (though _ 
lhJt was an oun'3rd bleffing, and was accounted'a gr-eat fit .. 
vour in S(JQm~"J time, I Kings S.4) buttak'e the whole. wd- . 
fare and ~&fce of a Rdigious PeQple together, that cornprifeth · 
the flourifhing of Religion, the "open exel:cife of Gods Wor ... 
filip, -the free paffage of tbe Gofpel, the mofi- advantageous en­
jo}'menc of all the ~elps of Salvation, and ()f all encollrage­
ment in tbe wayes of God: and there is a ,rery .~ear and ifi~tct ,- : 
connf'!.ion between this and the glory of God; his-glQry is.­
eminently bound up in it. So PlttI.102-.16. when Zioll is puWd 
down, laid i~~ tbedufi, as 'ZItr.I4. lies in ru'bbifh, the glor-yof 
Gods Name jL:~r~rs, and is ec:lip{cd,. (E.t',f#~ 36.20. 1(":52 ,5.) 
But when ZU12! is b~t up, and refiored tr9tn her Captivity into 
a condition of weU:U-e, then the Lords ~lory appeclrs,' fhines­
out, and'is advanc:e<i. So alfc, under the Nl1v Tejlammt,· when 
deliverance, peace, refi, and vifible welfare i:~ ~ivtn and grant~d ' 
to tbeChurch, it is counted and {poken of as- a great' glory. to 
God, and his Name is thereby lifted up amongfi men. So in .the . 
time of Conjant;"t, as that is Q)Almclnly [~:~n in Re1J.12. 10. '. 
(rite Kingdome of God is after _a fort vifibly feen, faith Btight-~ 
"",,, on the place, when God (ereeth up godly Rulers to govern 
nis people.) And fo upon the more full and final deliverance' 
3nd refiauration of the Church, and peace.lble fiouriflling of 
Religion therein yet to come, (the great ifiiJe and fcopeor the . 
Providt1lce of God, of the Pt~mjftl and Pro"heftes of his Word, 
and of the Pra}erJ and Hopts of his pC()plt') .the peace and wel- , 
fare of his people will be mltter of grear at~,d wondertul ~Iory . 
to God, and an exaltation to his Name ancl Kingd()me in ttle 
worlJ~ Rell,I9 •. I.2.,S,6. &- II,' lr~18. It is thc.rtfor~ no 

B ~" . , II. · carr-uI 
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ami tbing, but an bolyduty to defire, and in our places to 
I r.i and -endeavour tbe P.eace and TranquHit)1, of 1[f'AcI, not 
for .low and (enrual efta, but that God might have glory. by 

.. his mercy to us, and by' more abundant and fruitful fervice 
. . fr~m us. And look as it is in the Body _N Au:ral"though God can 

and -doth tllr~ Sitkn~fs, Difeafes, and other like Afflitlions, into 
. great good to his people, and glory to his Name;- vet 'notwith .. 
Handing Health is to 'be priud, praled for, and by aU lawful 
mtans (ought after ! ,inct it is a duty of the fixih Conunand­
merit fo to do. Tbe fame may be faid of pol;t;,"I. health and 
welfare: God is to be fubmitted to, and glorified -il'l Affiit\ion 
and Tnbulaoon, if he pleafeto_bring it; bQt he is to be waited 
on in all regular wayes (in t.fle'lfe of all lawful means) for 
-welfare, .eve~ outward peace and welfa~e: and it is a great gl!>­
iy to hl~, Name, where 'he bellows It upon a people of lus, 
(publick peace C!nd welfare upon a whole p~ple efpedaJly) and 
heis to' be glorified for it. And hence to aa againfi the wclfllre 
Of the people of God, is (in Scripture.account) to act againfl: 
tbe- Lord himfeli~ and againfl ,his Name' and Glory~ (which 
{hews howeminend, the, fame is- cont:erricd in them, and in 

. their weifare)P{I2.83.3,4,S. (fuch are enemies to God.,tbc:refore 
to his glory, Vtr.2~) dw 74.7,8,22.2J. Zfch.2.8.' And on the: 
contrary, all that NehemiAh did for this people, and ror their 
wcifare, he did it for God, and the Lord accepted it, Ncb. S. 19. 
c;- 13.14. AndfoReb.6.IO. you {hew love to Gods Name, 
whet1 yo~ minifier to hi~ S~lnts. . \ 

ReAf. .~. The Rulers OlJ'fJ tDfJd and ttmifort will eminently 
her~by be ~romoted ; God will gracioufiy remember Nehemi.1h 
for good, Jor all the good turns that he doth for his people, 
Neh.s.r9.& ll.3T. SoHt~.6.lo. God will ina Gofpel-way 
(by his rich grace) richly reward every fuch fervice; MO{tl 
had the recompencc of reward to look unto) and (I) h;lth every 
fa.i(hful Ruler ~ Rih.II.2;,:>.6. If you would fiudy for you~ 
(j\vn welfare, and contri\'e to I1nde out -a \vay ho\v ~'0U 01,\)1 be 
wen, and do "pelt enough (for one) whatever comes, thereis 
no way in ail the world like this, faithfully to feek the welf:1re 
of the Lord, people :Be and do for God and for his peop!(I, 

arK! 
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and you,{ball be litre to do wdl \Vh~evercome. EIitJ·.t/t&h ' 
that did but do for one lft'tmillJ.. foul!d a reward .eveft in thofe 
faddeH: times, 1,,.. 39. 16,J7,18. much moreJball they (one 
way or other) that do for a who~e Body of the Lords' people. 
L",,,. 4. 27: (he poor, i. t. fpeciatly the poor people of God' · 
(the afHided ;tJIIs) tben in his DQmiLlions in CaptivitY, if 'ther.· 
was any way in tbe: world [0 -lengthen QUC hiE Tranquility, chat 

,\Vas ie. , As Nltmb. 10.29,32. the Lord,hatb (Po.ken good con-' 
cerni~g Ifratl, if you-faithfully.ft'ek their good, you {baJJ pJt :. 
take in the goo.d and ~1c11ing' tbattbe Lord halh laid up for' . 

. them; you t'hall be bleffed with them and a"mong them,. not in " 
this onely, but in another world: for .tb:1 foliO profPer.thdt 1(;'111' 

(trillalem, aod faithfuUy feek the: peace thereof, PiAl. 121.6. 
\ V S E I. Tbis Point thews us what ought" to. be the gene-" 

rdl End and Rule of' all the Motions ~nd ACtions of Rulers, 
lIi~.tbe welfare of, the people. To-that (cope J.Vtlmnillhbends' 
all his ACtions and Endeavours; and Finu tfl- mell!"," It)taior""" 

( the,End (crves to mcafule, regulate, dired: ~lfd limit d1em~, . 
and filew whatfhould be done:. -- " That M Ilxime of the RfJWJ,ms 
was and is a ' Principle of right Rafon, S"illl' PO/illi SlIprima 
Lex, [The welfare of tbe People is the Supr,eme Law] and is 
engraven on the Forehead of the Law and Light of Nlltltrf. 

Hence it is owned and, confirmed bY,the Scripturn, as we fee in . 
the Text; aDd it is eamy deducible from the Law of God: for 
that thatis indeed the Law of Na.tur~, i~ a pilrt of the Ecernal" 
l.aw of God; and tbe 4w of God . en joyns', that in Humane· 
Chit AifJirs, things be managed according to right Reafon 
and r.luity; and that Rulers, as they are for the people, fo 
tjey are to make it their main buGneis,and the fcope of aii [heir ' 
Actions, Laws and Motions, to feek the welfare of the people, 
There is :;un-light for this Maxime, and. it WiS never doubted 
nor denied hy any.-that, held but to Racional and l\1oral Prin­
ciples. Hence this Law being Supreme, it limits aU other Laws" 
and Confiderations. Hence it is impoffihle thac a people or 
tbtir Rulers fhould be bO,und by any other ~aw, or Cllfromf',. 
or Confideration whatfoever, to do any thing that is reatly 
and evidently contrar}' to this. If it' be indeed contrary or 

, , dtltru~ 
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,deilru&jve totbe wclfalre of the people, (of the Community 
they {land cbarged witb) it is impoffible they 1hou!d be bound 

. in:C (Jltfiit"" to do i~. .. 
'. this is tb~ C~mp"fs that- Ruler~ are to ~Ct:l u~', and the 
TDHCh-flDII' of R.lg~t and Wrong In all tbelr Mouons, 1Jh,. 

· What is for ·or againft the publick good, and the Welfare of 
,the people, R ••. 13 .14. That bounds and regulates his whole 
Minifi:r~ion. Wbat is for r.he C o~n gloa, th~t and tbat only 
you are to do ; . and all that are fet In place of Rule and Go­
vernment (be tbey of higher or of lower quality) do fiand 
c:barged with the welfare of tbat people, whol!l they arc R uJer s 

lover. .- " 
1 khow wh.~n it comes to particulars, the doubt will' Hill be, 

· What is for the .. welfare of the. people. One w.ill fay, d1is is 
,moa for the. common good, an~ther thar. But. 

. I. It willhcJp mucll if this Prin~iple befetled ,and acknow .. 
. 1edged, 'That. in Civil Affairs, the Confideration of the welfare 
.of the whole, is that which {hews and det~mines what is right, 
.and weighs down all oth~r Confider"ations whatfoever. Men 
· will fay, We mull: do what is right, wha~foever comes of it : 
Fi4t ll1j1;t~ rllAt ere/11m. True, but it is moll: certain it is not 
,.right, if it'be againfl tbe welfare of the people. It isimpofiib!e 
· that any thing {bould be truly rjght, th~t is det1:ruaive to tile 
,common good.: for it will conU,andy hold,S;'I," PDplili SH-
· ,rem" Lt~.· .. . 

2.. Confider the tbings wherein the welfare of a people does . 
(onfiil, which are a~ove· mentioned, ['tJj~. Religion in the firfl: 

· place, and tben their Safety, or the Pre!~rvation of their Being, 
· both Perfonal' and Political, and their participation in the Rwes 

. and Fruits of Righteoufnefs, Equity, Order and Peace] and 
· that will help to difcover and difcern what is for the weJtare of 
,the people, or for the common good, and what nor. There!! 
, need of much prudence and warinefs in particular Applications 
, and Cafes; but thofe general Principles will hold, That a peo-
ples welfare lies.n ruch things as thefe, and that Rulers are 

, bound in alJ their Motions and AClions ro feek the welfare of 
· the people, and to do nothing contrctry thereunto. 

I t')SF. 
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V S E It He~r.e ffe, that difficultieS and troubles do not 
tXCII[t, nor fbould J~'Col/.r"gt Rulers from doing the work ,of 
their Places which God calls them unto, ,or from reeking the 
welfare of the people: Such things do not excufe, nor fhoulel 
difcouragefrom taking and accepting the place of Rule when 
called to ire As they did not Ntlnmillh, though he heard before 
that their condition was a condition of gr~t afH id: ion and re­
proach, Nih. 1.3. yet he voluntarily left the Court of Pt,ft~ 
t? embar<Jue witb th~ 1elPJ .at ?erll!"le"" '~hen in Co ftormy a 
time as thIS was; and how IS he honoured an the Book of God 
for it? It was a difficult time and task that MoftS was fent up­
on, accompanied 31fo With a deep fenfe of his own infirmit.y 
and unfitncfs, E xod. 3 .4. he couid not but .be flow and back­
ward to fuch a work; but yet when 'he was over-backward the' 
Lord grew angry, and chides him into a confent: bllt -( I 
f.ty) difficulties and troubles ~ould not difoourage nor 'hinder 
Rulers from doing the work of their Places when fet therein, 
i. t. from f~ithful feekiRg and ~aing for the wdfar~ of t~e 
people, whlcb IS (as we bave raid) the fummary work or the 
Rulers Place.. Confider a Jitt~\c: the diffic.ulties tb~t Jay ripon 
the leJIII and their Rulers 'at thl~S time in ltrl4[Jem, after their 
return fr9m Captivity, and in the dayes of Neht1iliAh. ' '. 

I. They were a fmall, weak and defpifed people, Nehem.4: 
1,2,4. e!r 1.3. & 2.19. Contemi't and reproach is a bitter 
and killing thing to ingenuous Spir~ts; yet this they were fain 
to bear and pars through. It was a JIl] of {mAil things, which 
others, yea even themfelves are apt to defpife,ZtCh.4eIO. 

2. They were in the midil: of Enemies " and Adverfdries 
round about them, of feveral forts and Naiions; S anf,,,'lAt a . 
MDAhite, (fr.om H""Dnai", a chief City of MOA!J, J{Il. IS· S. 
1tr.48.3,S,~4. called the Horonite) and Tobiah th~ Servant, 
the Ammonitt, on the Ean, Nel,_2.1o,: (TheServ."t,hewas 
Govtrn?ur of thl'! Ammonitu, but of. a bafe a~d f~n'il~ fpirit

d
· 

(orne think that of a mean man. he was ~ot mto Place, aa 
therefore!s called To6i4h the J~trvant: fuch ,are ofcen warn. 
Prov.30.2.I,1.Z.) Gefoem ,the ArAbian (Neh.6.1. &4.7.) and 

. others on theSotdh; and the $11"''''#4''' on the North, Neb~' 
C 4·1. 

• 
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4~2,. Ezra 4.9,10. Thus they were befet rOllnd witli Advet'fa­
rics, and II 1· willer s , and many Informers and Complainers 
there were againll them, as before in the dayes of Ztr,n,!J.a6t1, 
.E :t,".4~ c;. s. . . - , ' 

3. Their Adverfaries did labour to· alright them with the 
Accufation of' Rehel/ion, Neh.2.19. an old Artifict, bll[ it,was 
1n injurious Calumny, and moll groun.dltfs AccufatiC?n. The 
~llding of the .W.aU of ltrHf.,iltm for '{tlf-prtfervAtio1l, had no" 
thing in it of RtheOion ~ .but many clamours and Rories·they 
raifedof t~at nature, Neh.6.6,7,S-. and fce their end therein, ' 
'Vtrn9. to weaken and difcouragc them from their work, that 
their hearts and hands might {ail. thtm thcrein,that was it 
they aimed at. _' , . 

4. There were Difcontents and DlviflODS among themfelvcs, 
Nth. 5 . .1. Great Complaints of the /,,/eriollr fort againft their 
SlIperilHrJ; of the Poor agairift the Rich; of B~~hren againft 
B.rethren: yea;there were; a~ong themfelves that were belpers· 
to their AdverCaries; and complied witb them, even Come chitf 
mtn and others, Neh.6. ~7,18. and ther~by, among other evils, 
i~ came to p~fs that, nothing . could- be kept .within its ,due com­
pafs, . but every·th\ng was carried and "cported co their Adver­
faries,.vt'r. 19. ThlJ Ntltrea "'1 'WPrdl (~r my matters)" lInt, 
h;",; and cba~, doubdtfs not in tbe fai reil deers. Y ~a, there 
were Come of: the Prophets that endeavoured co w-eaken the­
hands of faithful N thtm~Ah, ~nd to puc dif(ouragement upon 

Via £rgl bim, Nth. 6. 10, (rhis Shtm,ai.h is conceived, to be the fame that 
A:J7Iot. is mentioned· E.t.y.a 8. I~) 1 1,12, 13. (By the way, who woul", 

have raid chat thac would have be~n a fin, which might feem to . 
be a prudent retirement for fafety? yea, but for Ntht,.iah, in 
a cafe fQ circum£lanced, to ad: fear and di(couragement to the 
prejudice of his Caufe and Work, would have been a fin.) But 
ver.IAJ.. tllere Were alfo that rajfcd Slanders of orhers of ,heir 
Prophets, there it's like who were of another minde, 71tr.7. I 

5i. They were poor, and low, and weak as to outward efiact,' 
cor.ftidtng·with WJntS and HraiLs, and many difficulties in that 
r~fpeCl, very unablt: to filppflrt tbelIlfclves, and to bear the 
~M~M~~ ~u~~~c:~~ th.lt wc:re: then up~~ !~C.'!l~ ~t~.j.~-S. and . 

. 'II"" 18 •. ...... -- . 
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lire i" greAt tliflre/s. 
I 6. Hence there was "'Work, and ~tA~ Infirllb,lentt, rea~-

~I dy many times to be.difcoura~, Nth.~.Jo. the Workmen -' 
themfelves, and thofe thac fhould joyn hands together to)a­
bour and carry ortthe work, began to mutter and be diftvu .. 
raged, by the difficulty of the work, and their own weakncfs-:-; 

, We ~rt "Dt able, f.ty they, tl) CID''!', it /)n : _- At the fame time when 
the Adverfaries were ~jgh, prtjiJe1lt .and threatriing, ver., I. 

- their own workmen began to be difbeartned and-diJlitlmt, ver. 
10. Here was a jund:ure of difcouragingtrial. - Hence hard 
fbif~s they were fain to make to carry on the wor k, and to p1.~ 
forth thtmfe1ves to the utmoft, and ~>,ond' an ordinary mea­
fure, by the care an~ courage and condutt of good· Nthimi4,J 
'ZItr. J 6, 17. Every one had burD hB hands full, . and thty were 
fain to do twO works at once, the work of a SI)IIIJitr; arid of a 
LIl/'D'"tr, ver-.18,2 J ,22,,-2,3. . 

7. It was a rime of manYfi'lIrl; whertin they had many 
fears among them, and many that heightned tbofe fears ~ many' 
Reports, Tbreatnings and fore-fptakings of this, andtbat, to 
that pur-pore, Nth.4. 12. &6. 9,13,14,19. It is obfcrveable, 
that thL!t was the drift and endeavours of Adverfaries and -lll­
willers, Ftllr, fe~r, [tAr; a' djfrouraging Heart and Hllnd .. 
~e~ning carnal (tAr. The great word of Goa to godly ~uler~ 
IS, Be flrollg, IIn(/ of A goo~ CDIlr'Agt, fear not wIlen ILl G6d~ 
way and work; 10fo.1. 6,7,9. But tbe word of Satan and his 
Intlrumenrs is, Ft~r, be afrAid, look upon the c!a11ger of being 
faithful: But (as [0 man and fecond Caufes) they had Many 
very great caufes of fear, many dangers round about [hem, 
and to be faithful in -duty in a time of fear, proves a difficult 
task to Aefb and blood. 

S. Whiclol 'was wor fl: of all , Among this people of the 
Ttl.,! after Captivity, when engaged in Reforming- work, there 
were mJny fins, diforders and mifcarri:tges, whkh were. pro­
vo~jng unto God, and a great exercife of difcouragement to, 
their faithful Leaders; {uell in E~r"'s time as made hitn blNIh 
hf[ortGoa, and.fear wbatGod would do with them, Et.rA 9. 

. C 2 6, I 0, I 4. 
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6, 10, 14. And before,tbat in H~ggllj's time, (ueh nrgleds of 
carrying on Ttmpleu\Vork, and of finHbing what was begun, 
as he fbarply reproves, yea as God reproved.from Heaven, by 
Drough[.,.Blafiings, cJ~c. H.tg •. r. 2,5,6,9,10,11: & 2.1.6,17. 
And ht~re'ln Nthemiahs time tllC!rc were: tallies, tV1Is and dlLlem­
pers found among them, as lVtb.).1,6,7,9. & 13. 4,S,IO,!.S~ 
18) 2.3, 24,2.6,27. not ontly maner of Afflllliar., but iintul 
Corrllpt;o"s and DiHcmDe1"S do (prout up among a Reforming 
people, a.nd [hofe tbey i.ave to wreIHe'with! yet neither did 
[hefe take tbem or their Leaders o~tT from their Wor k, nor ut­
terly overturn it; nor did the Lord caft them ()fT (lhough he 
chafiened them) but helped them along, though in much infir­
mity. He was with them at many a dead life, (Hat. 2.4·) and 
after /ro"RIns, yet .r .ilea on them again: efpecioiliy while the Lea­
ders were faithful to fearch 011£ and teiline againft t7liJ, and to 
fet upon JIlt]'when called (0 it: c1nd the people w~re willing 
to hearken to them, and to be reduced and reformed by them: 
both whicb may be obfenred of them all alor:g in the fiory, -
HAg.l.12.,13. E~rA 10.2.,-1,4,7,8,12,14. · 

9. Lafily,we may remember the long time wherein this poor 
people were conftiding and labouring under D~fficuJties -.nd 
Infirmi[ie~;, and.what a fu(ceffian of D~t1icul[ies and froubles 
did attend che[J'l in the Reforming, and Rebuilding work they· 
v.:ere upon. From their lirll Grant by C]rw, . UI~tO the beg!.n­
rung of Nchtmi.lhl Government (in the twcntleta Y(llr of .Are 
tttxtrxeJ) according [0 the fbortetl Account, were 82 years (fo 

:,;,.'d Vfoer in hisAnna{l. , unilU faith 146. Lfghtfoot faith but 37, 
A~d:fit but ~ew er!!orace that ... ) Almon.111 that rrme,& fo afcerward, 10 

li':gb.l;'l the time of .lVthtmialu Gover!1menr, they were followed With 
. kr:,)wl.rJfvarious Troubles and Exercifes (as the nory at large tells us) 

TImes, though they had their lucid Intervals, and the Lord niH helping 
P·116, to in the iffL1t~. . 
~f I. . Thus that word was made good, Dan.9'.2S. that TerN/a/em, 

both City 2nd Wall, fholl/d he huilt ".~4i" in troH6!1J1U timu. Y c:t 
notwithflanding a.ll thIS, thev \I.'em on in their \Vork with COlt­

rage, and C01lpancl, and c(j,..··~';.Ult;f In God,. Nth. 2.. 20. and he 
.~ p~ofp~.r cbc:m, no~ by prt;\~~i;~lfg I)jffkulties, but by carry~ 

• • .<. •• • , • ., !!Jg 
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ing o~ the Wor k in their hands thrQugh aU O:mculdes, and in 
the mldll of all tileir J~firmiLies. And it is obfcrveable, Th:Jt 
every TrttgtdJ they pafi"t'd th~ough, ha~~ a glad C Iftlljlr{Jpkt ; 
every firefs had a comfor~lble Iffue: God nill helped therr, in 
the conclufion and Upfll0t of every bufin'!fs; that they (.1m,; utr 
weI! a.t hft, though with rrt\.ich tugging and wrefiling, much . 
exerclfc of Faith and P,uiepce. Sv in the Building of the Tcr,lple, 
(thus It went on heavily, and met with many obfirudiORs! and: 
~any AdverfJrit"s; yet they got through at btl, to their great 
JOy)E~rA 6. J S,16,,2:2. SO here in the b~lilding of the Wan,Neh. 
6.15,16. rj- 12.2.7,43. And fo in the Reformation of l~bufcs, 
E~rA.IO. Nth.S. ('9- 13. Theftoryof the Chtn'th in ail Ages, 
& c:fpecially in the Scripture,informs us, that the beR: a.'great· 
c:R works God hath delighted co arry on through maay Diffi· 
culties and Oppofidons, and in much fdt infirmity flf Infiru.;. 
ments~ The time of MOftl, of .DHvid, of I/rAt/-,' all along in 
the old Ttftammt, will furnifh us with many Inilan.ces of it; 
yea and alfo of the Ap'Jftles in their Work under tbe Nt,. Tt-
pament,A£! •. 20.19.1 Cer.16.9. &:\.3. 2.Cfir.1 1.23--28,29,3°. 
G"I.4. 1 3,14.tbe glorious Gofpcl muft be p~eached I~carried on 
throllgh Infirmit] of IJJe fle/h, i.t". through outward meannefs 
and affliCtion of InfirllmentS, vet not therefore t'O be defpifed., 
The \vhoJe Cbur'ch of God, and every particular concernlT~ent 
thereof, is in a MilitAnt confliding condidon in this world; 
and it mila be no fiumbling to us to fee it fo.: it occafions the 
more exercife of FA;th~ P"ti~lItt, Pra1er, &c. in the work (as 
we fee in the example of li themjah all along) and the more of 
God to appear in the ifi"ue of it, Nth.6aI6 •. 

Go on cher.:fore in the Work of tIle Lord, and..in the Ser­
vice of Tour feveral PiJces, and be not taken cff by trotlhl~~ · 
Clifficulties, oppofitions, .fdt infirmities in lour felves, wt'~k· 
neffes and diih:mpers in perfons and things round about you, . 
(which will alwJyes be.) When were there w-ork for Patience-, 
i=aith, Fonhude, Self-dcrliat, and for the Spirit of a SOllldier, 
Wreiller, &e. if it were not for fuch tbiflgS? We mu[t none 

. of us f.,y, of one Order or other, 1 will fervt' God i!l my pldce, , 
and.belpbuild the Wall of. {erNfa/em, if I may do it with eaf~., 
. .• · C 3. and . " 

• 
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and tral.Uluility, without trouble, without hazud, without re: 
p:-oaches, and iIl-rcquitals from men, &e. Chrifi is little be­
holden to us, if that be all we will do for him; that is tOO low 
((.'" the Spirit or a XlIIJ SotllJit1' of Chrifllt{1IJ1 2 Cor .6.4,S,8-
Yea, no\'1 )·ou look like the Miniflers of \..Jod, when you cheer­
fully dlfcharge your PlJces, though furrounded and loadm 
with Afflictions', Diftrctfes, Labours, fJlfe Reproaches, &c . 

. ~ NOll.' )'on,are drefi like a Mioificr, like a Ser,ant of God, and 
of 'lis people in" PubJick Work; and through (uch d:ings as 

· tnete, you muG go on in your Work, as tbe Apofilts then di~. 
V S E III. l\ threefold EKbortation: I. To Ollf a.ltr, 

and Leaders. 2. To the Ptoplt. ;. To both joyntll', or to 
the .£11 __ '. ' 

J. To Rulers and Leaders, who are hetruRed with tbe Go-­
vernment of this people; Let them be· Exhorted by tbe word, 
and in the N MIt of the Lord, to &lllo\V the Example of £004· :/. 

- Neht",illh, and tl) be of this Spirit, to make.it your workancl;. 
. bufinefs to feek tbe welfare or the Lor ds people. The Cor.- • 
. ctrnments of a People framed into a Body Politick, are put 
into your hands, and of fuch a people as are the ptOple of 
God (chJt n6 Chrifiian Spirit C3n deny) a part of Gods Ifr4tl, 
tbough but a part, yet no inconli{lcrab'e part of the people of 
God at this day in the world: fuch a pa~rt of Gods people as 
are retired into thefe Ends of tbe Earth, for kil0wn ends of 
Rdigion and Reformation, to fervl: God in his Ttmple and 
O"'di"anctl according to his appointment: You are bttruficd 
with as prtcious an Interefi as is this G,ll' upon the Earth ; vi~. 
with the Lives, Eflates, Liberties, and Religious Enjoymcnrs of 
Come thoufands whofe Narnts are written in Heaven,and bound 
upon the Reeail and Heart of Chrifl Jdus: yea, with fo much 
of the Interefr of Chrilt, his Truth, Waye:s, \\torihip, GofpeJ, 
NJme and Kingdome~ as is to be found htre amongfl thj~ ptO­

pk. This part of Ip ... ,./ do under God confidr. in you, aod be­
truf[ you with their Welfare: To be InHrurnencalJy the S . ..,-
1I;01l'S and Prefervers hereof, ~s a thing more h011Dura6lt and 
excellt:nt (yra and more p1'nfitahlt t~O, as will appear One dJ)') 
tIlen to be O\voers of all (',le Wealch of ~~oth [he inti/it!. Pt)(jr 

~~. h · h " .: t f In III . , 
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Nehtmi.rb, who fought and mainta~:'\ed tbe wdrare or the chil· 
~ren of IfrAtl, when but 3n handful,. ~ pOI)r fmall and defpifed 
p.eopJe,is more honourable in the Book ~ ... f God, t~n all the . 
great Ones of tbe Earth in his .time. Tbt Lord J,,:'us Chrilt, 
having 4U~d and obtained this piece of the IIt.· r1l1IJft ("Is of tht . 
E artli fDr hid ~JFjJif)n, doth commit it unto }'U, as InUru· 
ments under him, to keep and maintain his pOJ~"': .. ftion in -ire 
The eyes of tbe whole C hrilli"" ,,,,,./4 (if: upon )!OU; },C.l 

which is more, the eyes of GC4 and of 'his hofy Angdl ~re up-
on 10u, to fee and obferve how you Manage and DitChargt -:his 
Trull now at fuch a time. And though your Obligations an~ 
Encouragements from men, from the peoI,le oyer which }'OU 

Rule, are but fmall, there is little outward advantage you have 
by them to engage you to them, or their welfare; (and hence 
they that look no higher then tbe world, wilJ never do Glucb 
fo-: 10ch a people) l'et to men of RtligitJlI, and C,nlc;tllUy and 

-FAith, there is enough to be raid to obligeartd encourage them: 
• the Charge and Cf1ln1j""Jmellt of God, and DlltJ to him, is the 

highcLl Of,ligatit;n. Remember that the Lord, the great God, 
laycs this Colemn Charge a.nd Illjur.~on upon you (H~nOHrfd 
Fathtrs) as you will anfwer it at the great D.tj', ~hat you feek 
the good, and be tender of the welfart of this people: and 
God may be bold ,y:;"h you, tbough we may not; ~e fpeaksnor 
witbou.t Authority to C,mma_a, nor withOllt Riches and Po~,er 
to R~.".,.tl you; he hath giv~n an .4Jv4ntA~·e to fet before you, 

. :\nd tnc.rAgt YOB by, though w~ your POOl' people bave not; 
iK hath the Pro.ile to t"c_r"tt~ as well as the Prutpt to ,bindt -
and oblige: they that can really believe the Promife, will ne'er 
fij,k at any Duty, and fo not at this duty of ithe Precept. lNhen 
Mofrs chofe to lufer affliCtion with the people of God, he made· 
the bell ~41'IA;" for himfelf that ever mati did. PAHJ n,ever ' 
Kai,,'dfo much, as when he loP all for Chrilt The Lord will 
not let you be lofers by any thing you do for h;~ people, Ncb.S. _ 
19; Every pt",-w.rth of fuch Service {hall have m;tny pOIl1lds of 
reward, MArl{ 10.29,30. God in Chriil: is il rich and gr;fC;OIll ' 

R.:warder, as well as a fi'tJtrAign Command,er; and dlerefote' 
"ben Y9u are before the Lord, and look to Jlim (\ts it is before' - .. ._... .'-'. -........... . -' . . h· . 

1m ;,. 
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him, and in his Name that we now fpeak) the EXl'or~4",ofi 
mentioned is n:cang and powerful, and wants ~o nre~~;::th of 
.4,'I".tnt to blCk k. to perf\vade and cOAfiralO (encourage 
and oblige) to fetk the welfare of fueh a people. · 

And fome Helps to this purp~fe (or ufeful Direaions) we 
may ~e~dily gather from the Example of Ntbtmiah. . •. 

Direct. I. ·Pllt Dn /'0. til of Co.ptlffiDn, fo as to have a lively 
fe'nfe of the Condition and Concernments of this people: So 
Nth. 1.4. & 2.3. d- S.18. Think Rot tbat it is well enough if I 
can ibift for one; N themiAb was not of tbat minde, ~ took a 
view of_ their cafe, (in fpedal to fee where ought was broken 
down and out of order in tbeWall of 1Err4/aiim, tbat he might 
ftir up-himfelf 'and them to mend it) Neh.~.J 3, 1',17. 

2.. Be fludious and folicitous about the PII/"jelt wclfA7'e ; he­
flow intenfe thoughts, fiudl' and care concerning it, what may 
be needful"br expedient for ire Nth. S .7. MJ ht"rt cDnrlll/ul 
(look counfel, the phrafe is) i" me; his minde wrought about 
the buunds: he is alfo very vigilant and indullrious ,~ /~,·tfie 
evils, and to ufe means to p,ruent the fame, and to crder ~hings 
in th~ir time clOd place; as may be feen in fpedal in Cbffl.4. at 

" lar~e. - . . 
3. Practife Se/fJeni41 and Piltienct ; faithful Rulers will finde 

much need of that, efpecially among a people r.t.at ~re poor and 
fuil of infirmities: Nth.S. 14,1 5,16,18. He rEqllires not tht 
~rtad of the GOfJernollr't- (i.e. the Maintenance belonGing and 
futable to fuch a Place) becaufe many beavy burthens were up­
on that poor people. This was a voluntary departing from his 
own Right, and it cannot be urged as bindin~ where the cafe is 
not alike (though 'where, or fo far as the cafe is alike, the fear 
of "God will teath it, as ic did him, 'Ver. IS.) We may fear in .. 
deed that there is not that done by the people with us, that 
lhouJd be, add might be in this particular; it may be time will 
teach us more of our duty in thJ[ matter: But to be fure great 
things cannot be done by this poor people; and where fo it is, 
Rulers ihall honour God and themfelves much by Self-denial, 
. and condefcending to mean thjngs~ and t.) do that out of IO'llt 
. w God and bis people, for the which they are not 1t • .,J,J by 

men: 
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men' (0& there are "uc" lew loeb NtimlflNII in till wortl, .' 
we bav, QU(C to ,rile Ind be ~hankf.d for (u,h, 10U cannot . 
finde tb~ people u~n earth· th~t have (0 Se!{-4t"''''II.nd,coe­
defcendtng a Mat,iflr4C1, as the Lord hath glyen unto us., But 
the lefs your toward is ou Earth., the greater it thaU be ill 
Ht~"t". As you are to pra~ife Stl(-dtlliolQ, r~alfo PAI;tltt'~. 
When God chofe a Ruler for Ifraflin tbe wilJrrlltfl, be 'hoCce 
the -tftdI man in all the Ean:~, (NIt"'~. I 2.3.) a man of pa,. 
tien,e, and, he had nt~ be fo, to bear the Infirmities, MQ~_. 
rourings, Untbankfulnefs, and the DiHempers of tlie -,people. 
Mofts was a NII,(i1t[,-fttthu, Numb. I J. 1,2. The ~urre had, 
need have more patience [fJen the Childe, eIre what will become 
of· it? If when the Chi/de is froward and unqllit"t, tbe Ntlrli 
filouJd be fo tOO, what work wi)utd there be '? Thougb' it be a 
time of firife (th~ great ,dffieniper } .. of the C9ngregaaon, 
Moftl and -;'""D" mutt ~arry it With P4tit1lGt and ",odt,.~tiDn" el(e 
God will not take.it well} liN"".~7. 1.4-· . . . 

40 CtJ.r 4gr and COlifl-ry \VJsanotber imitable excellency in 
Nthtmu,h, and withu1ut wbi,h he could -never bave done his 
wor~, nor Hood up t'~r tbe welfare of that people; efpedalfy 
It fuch a rime; Many fought to drive him from his wor k by 
(lifT, bue he abode H"dlfllJlttti and couragioUs in t1!.~ Lord, Nth. 
6.9, I I, (he' counrs thac fuch an :t~ . or- [elf,. was very ""fN;tA~/' 
to one in fuc~ a Pjac') I 3, J 4, 19, ThrCJtnings, Letters. Pro­
phets, all (annot difclj~npnfc! lJim by rear: }'ea, be hath (u,h a 
Courage, faith abd pr t::re;.~ce of Spirit, as to elicourage others 
in time of danger, Ntb,4. I4,~o.(gJirG6d fbttl1 i!'t);-<"fOrlll) 
If ,the Spirirs Of Ledders f;lU when Ditflctlities and Yroubles 
(orne, aU fails; hut God hath ap?oinctd them to Spirit all 
abOUt them. to be botb the Head and the Ht4rl of a people, 
:. Ch,..' " .... 0,7,8. Thlu (I fay) is the great word of God to 
• Jd Ru!er~, ondy be jlr()"g, And of II ,!Qoa eONrag!, vi·~. in the 
w.. of tbe Rtllc;, 7~jb. 1. ,6~7.9. and ,(hey have a ilrong word co 
builu . "'Ofl, (!Jfl" , ) / wilt no~ fAil thtr, nor fo"JA~cthtt •. 

S. -H,'.(;u'tJ'$: and PtNdrllre in the management of AtfJirs; as 
it is tT!encilJrwd '" ~crirt'-lre as a Reqnifite in Civil Rukrs. DeHt, 
I.l!,!j- :.Cbl'u.l.10. foit WAS not wanting in Nthfm;Il";~S 
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the whole fram~ of [he fie ry {hews us. J m;ght inflance in fome 
· at\:.s & fru.ts of his Wifdom; as in bisprild.ting tbe It-tTon tbar; 
we have fince had fro(n Cbriils own~, meuth, B"""" of ""., 
( Milt. 10 •. 1 6., 17.} iV th 6 . .?. 3 ,4. in his nOt being, car tied wit h 
prettnces, and taking pJaufihJe Ibews or ~.-eafon, no' not from 
'ProphclI th~mfelves, Nt~.6. 10,11,12. fi~;.:->witbgreat words 
'from others,. ~'\7th.2.19~20. HIS .putting C~~Q' rrufr inco the 
. bands of faithful men, Nth.7.2. & Il.f 3, &.t".· .. ·\V~mayhere 
. remember, That Rrligjo7l.is the crueft: Red/,n; HfJlltJI] the bdl 
P oliq;. and to keep in the way of the Rille, in [he CeJr .of God, 
is the bighefi Wi/afJme: and all finflll lJt1/;iliiOIl or turning to 

. c;rooked wayes, is~ fi'Il}, '0" 28.28. J [al.lll.lo.Pr~1I.10 9. 
-Bur Rtlig,~~n doth 'not . take away, t,U[ efiaD};(b, [he prudent 

. : m;;il~ging' of Affairs, as to the' m.nner and<ir-cumlbnccs of· 

.. ARUms., How ofcen:may the fame thing be done, land'the fame 
end attained. in a difrreec, moderale, comdy and'pztudenc way, 

- as well as in a way that. is lefs exptdicnt?- Dnid t"Uitd them 
"i,h the J~i'(It'"t{iDf hid hatJdl, as well as ",irb illttlTiry of ht~r.t, 

. P{I,1.78.72. ·Leaders are [0 exert a .skilfulnefs and prudcr.ce m 
the manner of the C9ndud of Afairs... ' . 

. . . ;; 6; 'Be much in Pl°A}tr on aU,occafions:.· Nth""illh was a 
praying Magif1:rare, ~nd therefore Co helped a'fld bJclfed in bis 

. way and work, Nth.6.9. c1- 4.8,9. 6- 1.4,11. (He laid the 
'ground-work and 6£gilllli"lof his work and buiine{s on Pr~Jtr, 
, and fo he carried it on.) . He will bave an EjttNlllltiDlI. to Hra. 
ven,. even when he is upon Alliin, and hath not time for more, 

. Neh.2.4. The Prayers of Rulers and Leadtrs for the People, 
are a p.r(cio~s mea~s of the peo~es weIfdre.. That is one good 
way ot f~e.k'ng theIr good, to fet' God on work bv Prayer; a"nd 
engage him to 'do them good,. Plal.s I. 18. When H(~A:j .. 1h 
and l{iliah do both cry and pray co H~:!vc:n, there is good hopes 
it 01al1 g" wc:!l wich that people, and [hJt God WIll app~ar for 
them, 4'lS he diJ,2 Chr,n.31.20,21,},2. How oft did the Prayer 
of Mc[es and Aaron forI/rat!, in the Wildernefs, flip in be­
[\Veell tl)\~nl and d,jI'Iz,[fion, NN1t;!J.14. I Z, I 3-19,20. & 16. 
20.,2I,2.~ 45- C} 2J~7. Ir \\~,s an exemplJr~' p.1fiage of thJt 
~01LLJt P, it:cr of (;rRI1,~~). who when he had but 'fit 6rl14th to 

, . .. . . . - .. ~ -- --. . -. . - ~ ~ .. ~ -
",aw, 
'-------_. 
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d(a~, rp.~thJf 0.£ 4C on tbe "/~/' in -,r.", (or ["fftt~Ct:Ti1:'C~ v;. cl",t. 
(a~ be fell down il.u~)· Oh""c,4. ,t~~ pIt}' of "" S'NI, 4114'J/tlJ~t.r.' 
thH pDor ft"p~. '. - . '. - '.' . .. ·pa,. "14' 

2.. ThIS Pomt·mayaff'ord,feveralllljlrIlS,fHU to the Ptople. ' . 
I. It gi,es a Dirr.ttion whom to makeCb.,,(t' of for their 

R.'trl; ~ Suroas may ,bemoft fit ~nd,JikeJy, faithfully 'to 
reek the good IftdwC!lfare' of tb~ people·; . and· of .ruch a people 
of God as through gr~ce are in this wi/Jtrnfji,2nd Co·ottum .. · 
{lanced as chey-are. But I fhaU -not infift on t~is. - , . 

2. Learn anf! be ~xhorted he-nceofghly to ,r;~t and- hDlIfJUr 

(uch Rulul wllell Chofen, -and called to Place of ~~r~mtn~. 
such as have it upon- their heart, and make it their- bufinefs 
faithfully to-rr.e~ your bell .welfare; fuch as are in me.fureOf ' 
N ehl",;6b1 Spiri[; thofe whofe ~tftg'" it is to -{eek'not them· . -
felve~, nor great things for themfc:lvcs, (dtas the_yare not-to . 
be had bere:) .but the "'''fAtV; of the peopit", their S~fety, p~« 
and ProfperilY, (ar:dlhe profperity of Rtlitio1l, which'is the 
pdncipJl pan of our welfJre) out· of /.tlt to God' 'and to'his 
people t Be a[\lred your welfare i.s bound up in . (ucb., It is ' 
Go.d that worKS and maintains a peopks w~af, but be . ~oes it 
by means, and efpeci.d[y. by ti,is _ means 'of fdithful Rulers and ' 
LCJders. It was the great work of Gods mercy to the TtlJ'J 
afier the Captivity" (wlljc-h tIle (lory is taken ·up ;p) that -he 
,aifed up for thcm\ .lnd among them, faithful Leaders ,to be ' 
Inllruments of thdr good, ZtrNbbabtl" EtrA ar.td'/tTthtmiah, 
to rebuild both the Tempi" .dnd Ciry of ·1trll(nlem, and.re~de -
things 'in tIle (:Ilurcl, and (~()nlmorr\vealt~). ,WIlen God·- means 
well co a ptopi{\ (hath thou-bhts of peace, 7tr.l9. I I. d- 3. 2. 
41.) 11C r,iVt~ tllcm fuell LeJdufS as -{hall cl)rdialiy feek thr.ir 
weltare; wll'~n rver he Ilat:h good' d~l):-es f(.r his peoplca,- h~ 
layesinthi!t", I{t:.t.:!.6. &6o.J.7.1fr ."t3.4. (~ee 1 KingJ JO,9.) 
SO of old'ill tIle W,lderlleCs, Pl':~':.7'.~O. \l!hich l·cxt of: Scri­
pture we ~.cJrd well improved,in a Sermon on the like occafion 
J~O'V Seven ~'c .. ~rs ago \ \\lll(rein it was fJid, "'"hat th3t was the 
rt.lrtieth year (Urril'1t thJt God had given us gOl~l}' M~(i •. 
fl1'"ztfll if fO;thi,'i.l.'i d:.:-I"Hrty fe~emh year currant, wherein 
we b .. ve cojO) c.:J ~L.!. ;,:.c:rcy. Wh~r(upo. "was tlien {olcmsiy 

D 2, addt~ . 
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Nehemiah III the IJ~J .. , 

;4 
added (by tbat Reverend Servant of God who then Preached) . 
Tbat the· Sun £tunes not upon an happier people then w~ arc: in' -
rtgard of this mercy: T~c Lord make us thankful for It, ~nd 
give us ~o kn~w and pri~e- the things 9f our peace, and f.mh­
fulfy to adhere thereunto, (not medling with them that are 
g~ven to change) as alfo to love,honour,and acknowledge [hofe. 
that are. and hav.e been the· Inftruments of our peace al1d wei· 
fare~ as ~o~h become ~. . . . . . 

3. Pray much for Rulers., drat God may dlfrofe and affill 
tbem to feck and promote your welfare, 1 Tint.l. 1,2. (that it 
may be wdi with us,. thaE- we may enjoy welfare under their 
Governmtnt). their wor k is great and. weighty, and y(\U are­
concern'd therein unfpeakably, [vi~. to be Infirumental under 
God or your whole welfare) and therefore you had need to· 
pray hard. for them.. It was a good fpt'ech of BlJgmhllgiUl, 
(11,114 GerhAtJ. Jt MAgifll'. Polit. p.g.924.) Si film pYDmpt; ffa 
[emili, Bee. If we were but as for.ward [0 p74J for Magifi:ract's, 
a~ we are to ttllfo"~ and. blame them, things would be better 
WJth us then they are. '. . 

4 •. Let people Lle friends and HtlptT's to their own welrar~; 
. or every ont in your fevera1 places reek the common good of 
the whole. _ If R.ulers are to leek.,. the wc:lfJre of the people, 
t~en Curdy people thernfelves are not to prtjudict or nf~led: 
their own wclfare~ The. Patient mufi: COfltribute Endeavours 
towards his own health" as well as the f'h,jiciol.n, elfe there will 
be but little good done. - It is the Rulers work eminently, as 
his Place is more eminent; but it is a1fo the work of everyone, . 
according to thecompafs of his capacity and opportunicy, to 

. reek the welfare of the place and people, where & among whom . 
he lives, ]tr.29.7. So the Lord fpeak.s to CapJves in B~"JIQII, 
during the time of -Gods patienc.: with it; much more. doth . 
that duty HI.' on tbofe that dwell ill ZiQn, to fet:k the good .md· 
the peace of the place, both by Prayer to God, and by all other 
d~e means within their power. Love thy Neighbour, much 
more a whole C01llm""it); a multitude of tby Neighbours, is 
:~ Lo:d~ ~~~r&e t~ t!~ry' ~n~. . A,. !i~~~~ m~r~ p.uticu,,: 
~-... y~ ~ 

I. Be 
, j..... -
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. t. Be f \ire {eyer.r parricul~r perfP.n, r now (peak' «f even" 
them tbat ~re.n prIvate c.apaaty)' AL40 no If.,., to lJhttl, (c&' , 
tbe Lords people among woomyou llYt)'·eithertlirt£l",or~ . 
illdi,.t£llj; eithtr wilfully or rarekn y: tb' ,t i~' juft conn-ary to 
fetk:ng tbe welfare of the plate and people .here,you live;' 
which is a, Moral and great duty lying upon every Son~ .. WQe' 
to that perron, wbofoever he be,· that fball ~bc a willmg or' 
blameable aufe of hlut or bar l!' to. the LorJs pttplt here, ~ 
whom he that touchetb will be «lund to- touch the, Aplit of hM~ .E,t , . Pfal. 34.1 I. ' .. When God ccdled-4~r"h.", f~rdi to foOO\v:' 
him in a way of Reformation, he gave tbat word along .. ith" 
him, Ot".12.3. arid Co to lae,b or ]{rAtl, Gen.21.19.',aml he'­
did and will make it good. If you love 'your Souls, take betd..; 
of touching lr,.Atl to their ,hurt: yea evc:n words that tei;ld to ' 
tbe reproach or pr~judice of the people of God, or 'Builders' 
in 'erll/.lt"" is not a fmall matter, Nth.4.2.~3,4,S~ (fucb /",.: 
prtC.,UIII tell,us, what will be the portion of Cuch except tiley' 
repent, though noc that o:dinary and priva~ Spirits fhoulcf'­
be forward to' with that it might be fo to plIrticuJat' 'per~. 
fons) Tllt1 hlfllt pro'tJo/r.!J ."g" (Thet is not iri the Hebrew)." 
irritated and taifed fpirits (liy their Scoff's and ~eproaches); 
k[Drt, Of. in refpta of the 811i1dtrl. Th~ ,!ords may carry' 
that meaning. - , 

2. Think it not enough to clo.o "lIn, but according to your' 
place and opportunity do gooa to 1/,.,1, to that'part of it in " 
fl'cciai in which tbe Lord Ilath call )'ov.. Be willing -to put forth .-

" thy felf for tbe publick good a~cording to thy T lfitMt. Hall' 
thou E£late which the Lord hath J>lefTed thee witb, (and gotten, · 
it ma~ be, here under the fhadow of the Government?) let not; 
the PubJick Cutrer for want, \vhcn as thou halt'it by tbee. Haft· 
thou Ability to (erve the Country any' othtr way ~ . be ready" 
thereunto: Do not onely ,)"a1, . but put fonh rndtA't'';Hzr s ac-" 
cording to capacity and opportunity for the peace and good C'f 
]crllra/em; elfe you do but d"lly in praying, if )'OU will do 
r1othingforit, rp!ttl. I 2'2,9. Seekitinlhel~ft'of altduemeans., 
A p"b/ic~ Spirit even in a privAtt perro 1 is a prfdous thi:'tg;, 
~. f.... according·,to tbe compafs of t.is place to' be rc,;"dy to do:! ... , ", .. -. · . P. 3 ...' fGr1' 
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for mer commol1good. ~ tbc-Heatl,en (the Il,.." and 
othe~~), ,p'od~ Cud} SafifIs\.~.th~re; Til., "'.ll'M IIot h"", 
r,r, leim{t1J.,. lnttf~ 11i1 ~lf!I~ ;:1'h.',t""'~ttJ Jit .for;1 if {_tit: ' 
Dld(l&t1t.~"·II19:pr~ Patri'1IM;; arid boaR of tbofe among 
. them that pratlifed accordingly: and fhall ChriRians be nn~"· -
gers to fu.ch a Publick Spirit, or· be backwa~d to a& for t~e 
c:otpmon.:wcJfare. Her-e. in Ntht",ie'dme t:v.ery -OflC _fet his 
ha{1~ to, to build up tbe W-allof 1tfllfAlttJI't anclthe ,.,i&l,I,.1' 
perfolls aliU ,ompanicstba~ did their pares tberein, ,are totbei~ 
hqD9ur rtio,Jeti in the holy tl()ry, N~h..3. Oh tbat is a plea(am: 
flghr,iofce aU forts contributing to tbe SaMY, Peace, WeI-

.f.1~of f,rllfo1tm, and joyniug Ht#.tland HtlfUI therein~~ Nth. 
:~{S'.' 011 ! -hav~ you a mir.4e to lilt/ii or to {ave tbe W 3t~ and 

-W.t~~·.l~~ of j,r-fAit"" Are you, chttrf"l; rvJiaJ9 "';f"'M'a, 
'l'p;'lI#AriDIII therein? not· a m~n to tAi\ oncly, but to .".4twben 
ttiel~t~~ requires it.. -'. '.-
-. ,,~epOrder: keep in your-places, admowledging and 

·~ttc:~4i[.g,dle Order thac ~ hath dlabliOtcd !Jt the plate 
\Vhere~you Hv~ NIIIII/'.7..a.- the J{r.Muil1 'were Cf)mm~dc4 to: 
ptcli l!Vtf''J. man by his 0"" ~tandar d ;tbe -LXX.· rt'l)del" it 
J!:"'.'J-t'./;~Ij_~!' AcctJrJilll·fo·(J"lJtr :-, So 1 7hfjf.4:,11. Att: "tierl" 
if }'OU would _ att ~!lY [hinr~ for [he pflhlict. wc::lt~re; Ifcive :the. 
gUIdance of tbe ShIp [0 ttlofe t.hat fit at Htlm, arad are bl· God 
and .his people eeL there, :.and whom }1011 are: mmediately f! ated' 
tmder: qneJy pray for.tllt~~. .And if there :~ place fQr a '0,,0" 
dell Suggefiton, tender ~,.a$ t,U'pmes yeu, hue jl.1Hlu not into 
their Places, nor refufe to ai'qu;tfcein their ,Cor.£'liJiions. rhis · 
people of the le.1 aftet' the ('aptr\'h~1 t we finde tilt m ready 
and \clilling to be ord::reJ by thofe the Lord fet over [hem, 
and by that means things Wt'nt wdJ, or wh~n OUgilt was amifs 
J[ found Jmendmt:nt~_E~"a 10. Z,3!4.&"i~,I4~ Nth.s.n.,q. 
& 13- It ~a$ a r,o(Jij;'ilJle~in JDflc/;llr, when:3s, 1 ChrM. 
1 Z.; z. . .. 

3. Tte third I~ranch ,of rbf Exitllt"t:1tion. Le~ me /J'({f~ a 
few words unro All, [0 Ruk:'s and PUJrlt, both LOgtlhcr •. The 
CO~rhan~ is (as we ftf) tb,lt r.'c l!~! 0t'f~llt [0 il!m ~r~ and ,h~ 
nUdIOl,lS ~of the common gooJ), tbe. Jrt'~J ."t;· .. t )~"~.,,~~.,, .,.r. ',~u • 

... , ,. I 
j.. ., -. ' , 



:,,,,ow,oeq""""w;;'T"'/t{cii, .'Ii_/~' . i •• ' : WoP ~ •. ,,**4'*fi7·t-: 

,,·Jnlt; the Li1JtJ of Cl~ ORCS \Va,,~. ~~ngr-fbou'd~ 
-in dW:CU'ltr. lathe kat ofQOclib~~~lhfut .I\d~:trdut ,,&~. 
in. 'A ndf.:- ·this elid, fiot, me ':!~ a (e~ tetrerit1~ Haps '~rtd lJi­
-reaions,fromthe ~or6 of'~, 'JUch ~a$'ma,' ton~etn' both 
Rulers and People in their (cveral C3pacides,. tbo~b more: crni-
r.eatly the: former, as. hJvi~g 'the ~;lln' nrM:e in t~e.cdodu¢t 
-of Aif.£ir s., ~ ,'-, ~: . '~ ; ~ , ~ " . ~"', { =: . ~ '. - .' 

, I.' Be fure to 41~ u~dn-a :~.r~ 'Bw'!; .. -.: 'bt: :rtttf~ l\p0n ~·r.tgfit 
. -litfl,tjl,.c\len!be truc;·lntet"(lit;f Chrift IctUs ;: ltt~~i8e .fOU1~d 
· in; and c1C'3K to the '1idy of·~eRuJe; 'thcway bfGOds Word, 
in thofe things e£pecially that"are of ·-r.ublick . and g~era~ ~~n­
('~i·fJmcnt. 'Faithfully keep witb God,and:then'bewitI be with ~ 
)'OU; as \'~e wel~ ~eard the l~{l' y. ea~, (ff'!m.·1,'C!-",,,. ~ 1~z. ,fhat . 

t dlerefore 1sthe fur.e:and <.'tr~Hl. -a:~~~o .. .,,~~t,lH"!,· i; ,~9. 
'In matters of: RebglOn .an4 'Ref()rmanon 'In ~ fpeml' _n-
-ner {whicbis' our· ~n Interetl} ,kf;tp: dme' i:o: the rigM,' VJ\l}', 
turn not froin it to the r.ight hand or lefE ;' .,~, in thofe'things 
cfpeciallytbat concern Jour, puolick 'ProfiJ!i!J;' and Pr.(lEtiL~ttn 
the figbtof the· World., Take heed of ~or~pdon, here.', . 

, ~I.)· Donotw1~gandmarre an'ffldlent'WoI'kaftd1h,'" . 
..ftJlion, by miJ'ing211clweaving jrffpurious'Prim;;ples or:'p'rll-
Elifil; as"thofe of St'D'at;~n,: A;'llbapt,!m " Mor.tllilln (A.tT.\r-' 
· chical) C,"llIft'" ~and L:remious 'Toltrdti,". 'rf any would 

,fecretly twiil in and efpoufe fuch tl)irtgs as tbore, a'nd make-
,them part of our Interell, ~'e mu.tl.' n~eas renOMce it -as none' 
"of our Caure,' no part of the End and Defign of the LordS 
. faithful Scnallts; when Ih,"!, ftJlIDmd,him illto tbu t."li thAt "14 

'"at fl"".' Stp.Atio"and L1iittlr.pti[m are woOled' Intrud~s, 
and fceming FriendJ» bu~ feerer f,1(311 Elltmitl to Reformation;. 
as P ",,/ in aC'.lfc not m nch unlike". J CO". 3 • I 0 - IS. In this 
Work-b~reon foot, ttlere' was· a good Ft)und.at;on laid, vi:e. 
Chrifi: as tbeon~y La~~giv<:f, in' hs Chu:ch, and Ref Drm4t ifJ 11 

,defigned according to tllS \Vlli and Ar0(JII!tcal JMttrrn .. but take · 
heed h,.)w you build thereupon. If you {hl)ul.i bHi!J the H.11; 
and Stllh!Jle of futh rHn(;s as thofe, then H·ri1r (dlO.ug!1 finctre 
perfiuls. will be Caved. and t~c!mai" of tb~ \V:trk m'ciY be raved: 
and reVived at laft). }'~[ veril}' foollcr or l~!tcr therc'wil\ come a 

Firt: 



.Pl!.' thacwlU~. ~. ~I'''''t ~ ..... - ,oar JOGr r..; 
cIcr'~'" ~ .. ~W~)'O" w.",p,.ay. maykrlmem. 
. Itt,. .a.ea ~ i$ toO late:.' Do.ia~ on p(eteace of ifDiding c,,.. . 
. rqn,-.. ,:gD.O fuiul S".iIIl .. from an¥ of ·the true ell"". 
t6tl of God, (bel wbat· ii:&OO'I therein) or from the: Chil .. 

. dren oC the Coveaarit •. Prhe ancl. hoJd fJft .the -Covenant of 
Gocl to ,OU ~d . yours. K~tb God in., his Covenant, a~ 
walk:- up ~~. ancl"o~~ . ".utlll •• God-All-fullle.­
eat will k«p you. If we wiD own G~s Covenant bue-for 
onegenera~oo oncly, (~henas a'''.J7.1. the C01Jtllnt runs 
ttl III .I.tI 'III" foid .frtr III ;. thti,. I'''"M';D''/) OOW jufHymay 
the Lord tarry with US but for'lIt ,.,.At;"', and then brcU. 
up houf~ and .Ieave us to co"fofi'.. . . _ 

. (l-.} On ~_he odier band, do~ fn aVOId Se,m'At;D., as to 
I1caJe(t or preju~e Rtj'o1W4,i". The good oJd.N ,,,-Clint',.. 
.;}II Wt~e ~~y ~lous for Re[tl1'lNtilllr, .and yet al .. "Ycs ned. .. 
-(all Ent'lQies:tc,\ .. S".u-.,;,,,: tbofe twO .may Vltll conti!t, alld 
· they left us a good example the(~in. Such things as are or 
hay,e.beea jqlowu Corruprio~s in other Churches, .it is no part 
9£ ~&ful SepfrAti,,,, ;but a part of juG. RfflJ,·,.",itJ •. t~ al'oi4 
tbm, or tC(llfe to propagate t prattae o~ CQntinue them. 
· Ch~ia would not feparate from .( or caftotT) the Ttmp/~, but 
· he was U2lous to PlP'l' the Temple t and fo fuould we be. 
And ids· our Errand into the Wilderntis [0 lludy and pr.aatf~ 

. . true Scriptutc-Rt[tJr7liati,,,, an4 it wilt be our Crown (in· the 
~gbt of God and man) if .,e 6nd~ it, and hold. it withuuc 
A"olteratinl~ dt~jdtiolls.. Oh reck and keep it, and holdit ndl, 
Re·~~\ l.·1 i. To le~vt the Chi/art" of non·fCil1dalous Ortb:o-

· dos Chrifiians V"ha,tit:,l,J, will {I' doubt not) be one day 
,found a thing difplealing unto JJ,;fllS Chri1l. But on the ocher 
baod,- to Bdptize in CUdl a Jax and li~endvu$ way, as fer,,'cs I 

. to drefs men in the Li'tJffY " without bearing. tf~e 7oh.l of 
Cbrifl: ; . t,,) hav.c bis N ..lme 11 pon them, with rejt;(tion of l,~s 

. GCfllrnmt1Jt, this will nijt fu~~· i eiC!l«.;r tilt: Pr;1Iciplelof Refor­
mers, or the Rilla of S"rlptWt. So though a;gid StTl'1"tl 

: in Admiffio'ns to the LorJs r"hI~ is to be ayoiJcd ; yct to I:ic 
.. 1~x and OiSh" therein, to "Jlnit all forts to ruB Com.(faU4Iiol:)1 

/ ~IJt 
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'.upon very Ilight1MttliJe.tit=l, is a.aiiaR,tlte Ptincq;l~sanii .: , 
- 'I~nft ~ I~:~eff ~ Rtf".",.,;.. Again, te ,til: :Elt{liD., , 
ofChurdl-OfRcctS' meo the -~s 'Of AU". {dibag1i' ~~,~ 
OU,tht to.he (0 ,an&Jamtably Ql'r~, asltOne~1DaJ ..e lOY 
jolt olj,lI •. Igaunft the per~on' Cbofena without ~fDattcr or. 
{illit/AflioII .. givaJthem) is loch a '~ of ,ruinina (:~fiol\ ' 
as DOI!f! ot' the W Z or M tMJ, of C hM,..eb-GftIfr".,nt that 
: hate ~ Or iny .f: in the wprJ4- would -~ver .admitof." 
'ThAt iI t .. ~f"';J&MT,.;Spanbem:.OifPut.l. Tl-JC:£lJ.' 
Take heal of 'Extrem~, ~ncI ,of palli'n. tromqn.e. E2ttr~ to " 
~notber, {or.from 8}'m~ .(ro~· 1'4'.' or 'Prtl4l~'" Tlr~"1JJ, '_ 
Into Mwtl,. "' •• eh!) wbleb mans wtaknm IS vt.~y aptJo 

, ao. Pra, and ftudy to lind and ktep the tr ue Scripture-way,and ' 
he Dot hur'" fr01l1 it~..on Gone band' or other t by the: Deyi(es ~ 
of !lor cunning Advei(~ry (S,,!4n) whore wiles we 1houldiuu 
be Ignorant or. , ", '. ' 

So ~Ifo in Ci,il Concernme~ts, fix upon a . right B .. fir ~UPOtJ '-
Foundations,and PriricipJes thac are Righteous and Rati.nal, 
and tttat will hold,' 2S1d let not, onr thing . julUe out an91ber .. 
But I forbear- to meddle there. -' '., -
. In all avoiillrregular Extrlllltl, and wildeExt,.4fI"lA~1 ~ 
be for fare and f6her P,.i"ci,ltI and Pr~llit,·tI. ft 'WilS a i ire 
mans M,n., (,iz. sir Nichols BIlfD"J') A-ltJiDfri/l Fi"7'IIA: 
Things carried rih Moderation and Mediocrity are firm and 
nat.le; ~remes foon run tbemfetvc:s (~ut of breath,. tumble 0 

down of themfelvQ, JRd,fo end in Cornation. -
s. Study V"itl, (and to tbat end OrJt7' ;) i.~. Un:ity in tbe' 

Lord,and in his Truth a,nd Fear.' Ugity in Sin; Errour and Evil 
is a piece of Htl; but Unity in Peace and Righteoufncfs 'is 110 
little part of He"",,,,, and a main Ingredient ill a pet'l!\eS weJ.. 
fare; P!.1.135.3. ' Totbisend, ' , 

(1.) Let aU that ftar God heartily U l1ire in the main, ,yea 
ali !:bat fear God will Unite therein: i,f. in the main C'oncern. 
ments both of things of R.eligion, and of the good of tb~ 
People. He that"fears and loves God. will lov~ his Tr.~tJ" 
love his. "l~rJ, ,Ctbe Rule of Fahh and Lift) and lo,e his "". 

. ,1t,an41ovc that ben \VIlfA" I and the m.-in Con(f:rn'nen~~ of 
o ~. an 
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,. . 
all' thefe thine.s are fo pLtin andpaJpabfe, as 11e w.r cor&alJy 
loves them wall (onlds tranfported ina. pang of TeJDPtati~o 
.which will not hold) fee . and clore wab· tl1 •. , ,n4 unite 
tberein. ' 

( 2.) let not thrm that V n;t~ in the ~D, be Jjfp;ua by 
le6"c:roDitrcrenccs. but therein attend tile means' Gf Btlp, fM4 
be fet down bY.o.rdtr. - . 

I. Attend tbe Means· of difcerning and fin4in.g 9Ut til( right 
Wly even in lefTer matters, ~nd of agreeing ~,in. Thert is 
nothing fo little .in the things of Rtlig;fJ., or of tbe· p.6Jici{. 
WtlfA1't., (efpeciall~·n m.~tters of praaice, w~ein W~ muLl: 
of rteceffity ad: and I'ratbfe one way or other) . as ~ we ~y 
neg1ed it, or negleCt our bell Encleavotp's to fin.4e ·it O~, ~nd 
attend tbe 'minde of God -merdn. We moil_ 4ifrtg~d 

, tie It~fI of GDdS C" .. .J_IItS, ,.". Itub 111'" fo tD ti,; Mac. 
S .. I9.: Though tbePoints of BII/tlfm, Chll1'ch-Qrthr, an4 luch 
like, be not Fundam~ntals of SAl.",,';,., yet tbey are matters 
of necfff~y prA[l;CI;, (and of no fmall moment Deither l, 
wh.ercin we ought to ,g(e all tht 1De8I)S tbat God -hath ,p­
pointed, .. and gives eppor~nity to know and d~ his Will,· ~:aJl 
to labour to-agree thcret~, that 'We -'" /PIAl( the /iIfIII fhi":" 
I Cor. 1.10;. We fi!ouf~ not think it a ~ght t~ing to be Q( . 

. fIIlln) "p..au, but diljg~ntl)' ufe the uuno{\ naeans to "gret.. ., 
2. If after ttle ufe of all M~ans ,fom~ lDla.ller aJ)d lelfe.r 

Difcrences do remain, .. (as rome there will be wbil.e w~ 4woll 
in the flelh) Agree not to Difagrte about the~, ~9~ ~o ~O~C 
them witb Love and Meeknefs. Agree, I r~y, not in Qrd~ to 
Stf,ar~tio1l, tb~t isa firange .Ag1'te",ellt· to ag~tt to D;'fIi~l.n4 
Difllnlte, but In order to Unl()n. and Cqmmunlon: aDd In the 
iffur, let Order carry it ; be fet down by Order, {qbmitting : 
Ot;tt, .1I"her ill the L01'd, I Cor.I4.32,3 3. Th~ecallnot be . ,.A" (but tDII/llftDn). if there be not an orderly ft(~je[Jio" one 
to another ... 

You will fay tbrfe' are but gener~ll~ It is DOC ~afie 10 
. fpeak more then Co here: but yet they are fu~h Fne,:als as . 

l
(ll humbly conceive), admi~ ~~ ~~ .app~~~~ ~o ,~ti,..., 
"'I. . . 

J-~~ 



!. ~et e!ery olle take ht~ ofS.i1i, and Rudy Hdhlf{t,~nd 
ptaalCal P,tt,. t\l clofe. walking With God, Pr.'U. J 4. J 4.' 'fit I 
~.J7. Be a~ lJelJ,· and y~rl fhall be ~n hit", 'Pcopl,. If 'any 
ltn be /prolltmg Ul) or gerung head, timely obftrve it, and lPua 
it out of your Souls .. Churches, families, rowns, Country. 
LetMiniJltrlrtprstldin, a!ldfparel1Otf .g".S8.J. Let Mag;-
jlr4ttl impartially 1R".i/h it, ~aRd God f()rbid that ~r)!ltd ever 
be found with us, as A.I s. 10.) And let aU f9t-tS of roen 
ftand up agaiaft fm in their feveral places, and in al~ regular 
way.es, (fol" ., Ji{tJr~tr" . ungroundttd and· ill· managed Z MI 
often dOth more hurt tben good.) K~ oue Sin, an4 tbat witt 
keep Out SMTOY.. JIll. 4. 3, S. when lm.{llimll remnant are­
/"9, and thereby a beauty and glory to God, thtJIlllpon.O t h~t 
glor] thm fhA' St 4 dtffllt't. v.,r e in there places are eminendy 
.~/;l.tJ, and .eminentfy ""."fACta to ~e an boly people; an~ \ 
GoCIexpeds It from us : It we ~e not {o"we may exp~ his 
Rod, A-I 3.~ yet if we hear hi.' Rod, and be improving' Qf it . 
unto holineCs and amendment, he will not caO: us .ott ' . 
. ~ In this w,ay (of regtilar . walking before God), put your 
'''Nfl j. the LfJ1'J Goa .41",i,·htl, Zepb. 3. 12.' Be hMf'llble. :IDCI St­
litf/ing: Carry it humbly'tefore God and man; be not /g"1!tbt1 
bccaufc of the holy Moun~3int nor in any o~her regard. I wifh 
our whole courfe, garb and guire mig~'t fpeak H;=militllt;d 
If,,,,,iJi4t;Dn, in fo humbling a tim~ as this is. Carry. it m all 
things as becomes a poor and afHitled people: But!f you be 
the people of God, and Goel Almighty be your God, . t~n put 
your trull: in him. P(IlI.62.B. tl14t was the great duty of!Jr4tl 
In the Wildernefs of old, and the Vllint of that the great Con­
troverfie, Pflf/.78.22~ Ne-ver did God take perron or ptople 
into Covenant and near feJlowfhip with bimfelf, but he puc 
them ·upon this fooner or later, to yenture all upon God, and 
to relie upon his Mercy, Power and faithfulnefs, having no 
other flri"c.{ to their BD.,. but Faith in him:. So A/;r~h"fIf and 
l Aco" often: fo If,.,l at tbe Red-Sea, and an the WlIdernef\ 
where they were called openly to ,,8 and Ii'tlt by F 4;th in the 
fight of the world, both as to Proted:ion and Provino!'.. ..'..~d 
never w~ ~od known to fail a people, that in a way of w~ :!. 
. B :. d01ni: 
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p. . Ncliemiah' .'11 ,lie ~·,10 
doing ~d:trun themfelves with him. We have fundry ti,!,es' 
(<"ad of wfiplJlIS /.rllltJ, but nevcr of any that .,Ttl/perra agamO: 
a Rtfo~",i"l peoplt,. dnd reI,;,,! ~pon God. The nor)' of AlII, 
of ?tht./bAI'''t, of RtulQ.h may eafily be remtmbred, 2. Chro". 
14. rJ- -20. &- J,l. ~nd 'of Nfhemid'Jlfo,Nth.4- I I, r 5. & 6. -: 6 • 

. BtJo in ,.he Promife,q'''.S4. 17. That Jlnaminafifln{ Qf d RtfO!m­
.ng people]. may (( hope ).in fome comfortable. meafure be gIVen 
to tbis people. Reformation is that that we are~ngJged upon, · 
. ~ are labouring in,thou~b M,th much infirmi~y and crouble,ar;d 
fometime rQdy to fJY as the)\ Neh.4.10. y(c the Work is in I 

_ hand,. and not quite givt-ll O\'~r: And [hcre is a tifliTe to fear 
G~d, Names- and do his \Vijl, as Nth.t.ll. I·hope the greau:fi 
and fwaying part do fincere!y fa)" ThJ will br tifl"e; though 
through weaknefs. we- cannot reach it; ~/e fllould not ticj};[t; as­
Z ecl'-4. 1 0.. God may cbanen us for neglt:8:s and fclults, . as he 
did (her.s wntu. Lhey were upon· Reforming-work after the Ca-

_ ~vitYt...Jlllg. I • .[ And indeed there are fuch faules among us, as 
do give matter of ffar as well as hopfv ;. I mean, fear of ~ery 
fore anel [mart C:hafiif~m~1ts-: we have no ·c~ufe [0 R-.1tter our 
f~lves, or to be. recure. J Sut yet God will be n~w ~o CJfi off~ 
his poor people; though he chapen us, )'et he WIll not kjll us, 
nor dellroy, but I"flt in the jaue, Pf.tl.l 18. 18. and there ... 
fore we iliould be flow ito caft of . our hop.e. Lay a6de Seen-

. rky~ and ~ awakened. (If there be thiflgs of momen~ amifs 
amor.g us, and we will neither mend, nor t.dca1Jour it in goed 
carneH, but it may be (&&II Out with [hofe thJtwould -mend AS, 

veri;y God will make us know that he is in good carnell, and 
win not be dallied with; it is a jealous God with whom we 
b~ve to do) but do not Jay afide your Hope and Faith. Y ca, 
whatever the Lord do \vir.h US; we. ought with humble reliance 
on ~jm,.tolcaveo·ur fe1ves·withhim. You that have Faith, 
p.ut It forth; pT."] down, and ;'tlitve down Mercy for the Lords 
p.cople, (all manner f,f mercy, pl"tfltnfing me'rey, re[firming 
mcrcy,pArao1Ji1JlfanEiifjing mercy, and ,Jfliverint mercy.) That 
of AlA, fI tIp,", (fJr."e rIft Oil thtt, (.z. Chron.l +.1 1.) is wont 
tD Iving a gQOd j{file. 

S, LaiHy,.Lct every OQC be and do for G'oa,and .. for his 
. .. · - -. . - . · ~ .,. .. .. prf) pie 
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,toplt now, as they woal" wi{h to have d~ne, ,,11m' die great' 
paly. cf Account thall (o~e., For aod, and for H. J]!,.,k. ',- -~~ 

. IS the Motlo of rverY'graaou$ Soul, z.CDT.S.13.- aa4 ,heJ'hae- , 
is indeed for God, is for bb PropJe, (that is ~tain,~Joh.S.I·. 
6- 4.20,2.1.) and doth ~lncerely feo. k [heir good, and ~tltaie. · 
\Vh)' now beJrken to tlus word, all you' [hac iland betore (he . 
Lo: d tbis .day; we mufl ere long .mett in a' farre greater A /-: 
lemhI] then this is, where we muil give 4"oallt of our {jt,jJe: 
tng, alld of our ht4ri"l and Joi"l; when ChriJI· jlJiIIl ~Tt~1t DIIt! · 

of the CI,,,is, 7I'ho iltht ."tlJ Pott"~ille, Xi"!, .. o! l:j"ll, Alld'. 
LfJT4 olltWdJ., and fic him down on tbe Throne 01 his Glory,an4· 
call dll Nations, aAd US all before him; and· when it {hall be 
fald, Wh.n you did to my Brtth,.tll~ to my Pt'plf, yea to the' . 
le.ifJ of thtft "'J Brtt/'rtn, l'oU did it unto me? 'and what good, , 
you ld 1I0t aD, what you neclttlcd, or· hJd no neJrt, no afe:.. 
tlion to do, nor courage to Jo for theft, Jeu aid ;t not to lilt" 

.A/.lt. ~ S.40,4S. How will thefe things look tben?' when aft' 
Wor Idly lccereils {hall be worth nothing, . when EtlatfS, and· 
Friends., l'ca Cro-."J and Kingdomes filall appear [0 be but· • 
FthUellfJ1Iu,. compar'd- wi~b one good look fronrChrift Jtfus-!' . 
Will it not then bca comfort to have fought the welfare of the 
childrell of IfrMll and will if not th~:n JJe more bitter and· 
te:rrible thrn many deaths, -not to have d(lr~e it, or to have done . 
the contrary thertunto? What tIle }~p()ftle fairh [0 Eccltji­
Ajizca/, I may fay to CifJil RII!ers, 1 1)'t[.5 .2,4. }~ieJ' ""J rr./e -
t/:t Lfirds ptoplr, and reek [heir good in the: inregricyof your ' 
tC:JrtS, and Wlht" the ,hitf SJ:ep?trtl, and c!.i~.f Ruler foal I ! , 

I!ppt~r, thm fhAiI ,011 rteriflt A Croll" of dloYJ that f"derh nllt 

arPA]! And fo aillhe people of God i,l ~;our feveral pl~!ces, the 
lord is ltithJoll, while you be .",ith J.·im; .is we lxcdlet:dy· 
heard the lail year: and if you be wit It him, you mufi and wiil · 
be with and for his people t ~'(a ch#fe to .rrff~T "lfI ill hn )\' j:" ' 
thtm, if that be tlleir condition, as Il-((I/:.j clid, litb.l'I.2S.· 
And you will everyone fay,as }'OU 1tlm;~t;mt's had (hat word on , 
fucb" day as this,fwectly left with lOll, h,' rhl~. ftLhfu!N ~?thA1Iicl 
now- with God, Pf41.·1 !2.8~ J·or r:1l /), (t.~-'rtn, and 'cc,,.,."v.-:ln,·o til _ 
(Ilk.!, I, ,"il! no," fll) ttl Jerl1"d!cm J f i ,T.ld 6, )J1jti:~n t/,en ~n i 

/;fC.llt ft { 
~ 
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'14 '. Neltcmith M '" Wd, . ... .....'! ,,, ~.t "" LWJ .. f1ttii /'" /itt.!IJ .~ i 
v' '!f'-I :1..... . wIft of. nery Soal t~.IotJt, ... L ... ~ ,iflrI·,. /I •• 

itrItj.that"Sp!rk anCI tI.y I!frfift, .a and wafk in your 
(ntral " etid IJoIJ •• ther:ein againft all Temptations, ;" 
f.'/' , -. mil ,~, ChtiJ 1t{1II1 Ami., ;h4t .Ji1, wbl!!l 
e,ery ~up of cold "~,,. to a Difciple fball he, ".,.,.J,J, when 

.• -

,. h .. llfo flf O~fi1!H"- /llAll1I ~,""",J; wlIen e,er, ~a of 
_ love to die faacht8J fball. Ito bonourably atknuwledged s Then 
dlaU yca jlAtIJ i. tIJt C''''-''.. ., ,hi "ip,ttllll, (in the 
fame compan, chen, that yoa cleave UfttO now) A.II ,IN Lord' 
,In Rilhtt'lII 'illig, /IJ.ll trw ,.". C,.". o( Ril.t""r-'{t • 
.... II •• .tl ,h. /,,,, ., .",..iIIt. . 
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