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Chritidn Reader, .

He [iil-out-firetchzd hand of Gods powerful Wrath
over this poor Cogntry, n (miting downonr Pillars,
plucking wup onv Stakes, and taking from wus the
breath of onr Nofrils, ts a matter [y doleful and
folemnly awfal and tremendows, that We nsay Well figh out our
forvere im the Words of the lamenmting Charch, Lam.§ 16,17.
‘The crown is fallen from our bead : woe unto us that we have
finned, Yur this our heart 1§ faint, for thefe things our eyes
aredim. How oft bave we fecn Aaron called zpro Mount Hor,
and Moles 1o AMount Ncoo, and there firipped ont of the Rags
of Mortaliry, ta be clsthed with the Glory of a better World ?
O how much of onr gliry bave We finnea down into the duft :
Abraham i new igrorant of as, and lrael scknowledgeth s not
yet let onr Father and Redeemer whofe Name is from everlafting,
vouch{Wle to return, for his fervemts fake, the Tribes of his In- .
bevitamee s Let himnot (1 ffer us toerve from bis wayes, nor bar-
din our bear: from bis far | but fo aw. ken, cff &1 and teach us
to profit, that being deeply and ducly humltlid under bis mighry
hand, he may pleals to lift ws up in due time.  Let thofe dreaaful
T bunder-claps Whrich of late have broken over onr heads, awaken
zid call us up {romtie bed of Sloth, to wrftle in Froyor with the
God of Salvations, whofe mercy enduvcth for ever, that he may be
prevaided with to r.sfe the Tabernocle of David which u falier, aid
ripasr all our breaches, to giv. (as Eleazar afier deceafed Aaron o)
Jothua to [.cceed Mofes, furnifbed with a dovble portion of hes
Spirit, to cncounter and overcume all emergent difficulties he may
mect with, in therace be s fet to run.  Thot growing (pirit of

wanionr [ vnder, and earine(s of Gods Rule sn Ccmmon wealt
and Chw ch, cannit but adde wesght to that load, which lycth on .
the Shou! "rsof fucn as are called to bear the burthem and keat of
Suchaday. Tocncow age the hearts and Wremgehon the bands of
A 2 the
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Tothe Chriftian Reader.

the Builders of onr Jerufalems wall, was the pions defign, and
prudent fcope of that Worthy Sérvam of ~C'l»‘:i}, who 1 wow at
reft, in Preaching thic following Sermon to a great and honourable
Auditory.  What gs here prefented, Was tagemont of the Copy
Written by the Awthors own band: Had he lived to review and
prepareit for the Prefs, it bad probably come forth With greater
lnftre and vigosr. That bis praifc-worthy pams taken in Study-
ing, Writing, Praying and Precching, and of others in Publifbing’
s Difconr(e [o feajorable and sfeful, may not be loff ; that the
Living Godmay yet delizht to appear for us in Mounts of Difficalty,
to fetile our Shakings, beal all our Back-[lidings and Breaches, and
£0 give e fuch skilful State-Phyficians , as may. by apt means
prudently ufed, vecover us to a better condition of Health ; that
the Beastyof the Lord our God may be npon ss, and hisGlory cn
our Children, let be the eravail of thy Soml, in prayerto Himin
whofe favosr if lifs. To whofe bijfing I commendthee, i pere
#lng what is here put. into thy hands , and reft:

Thinein the Lord Jefus,

7. 5.

As.
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Nchemiah 2. 10.

~—There was come a manto feck the welfare of 1he-
children of Ifracl.

oy w——

PN

Y He Oceafion of thefe words, and frame of the Cox<
texe, is known and obv.ous to ‘every Reader, we
need not take up time in that.

The words are afhort, but notable Charaifer
or defcription of good Nekemiah, when appointed to be Go-
vernowr or Ruler in 7wdab, and that in atime of trouble (of
great AffliGion“and Reproach, as z2», 3. ot Chap.1. and the:
whole frame of the Story tells us) then he willingly undertakes
the Charge, and comes with this defign, tnis-was hg aimand-
fpiriz, (asit was afterward his practife) to feek the weifare of
the Children of Jfxaci, If you ask who or what Nekemish
was, that was now come to bz Ruler in fadab, (for fo he was, -
Chap.5.14.) or what his bufinefs or defign was? Yeu arean--
fwered in this Peviphrafis, There was come amanto feek the wel--
o fareof thechildrenof Ifrael. Tuis broughtin here as that thac-
w.« the grief of tie dack-friends of Fudak,-( Sanballar and -
Vobiab. when they beavd of st, st grieved them exceedingly, faih
the Tex') butit wasatruth inic felf; (thar is.it that taimar).
this was the Newsthat was 1hen to be heard at fernfalems : and -
‘}? . it was no {mall joy to then:, that there was comea man (viz, -
| Nehemiab) whofeairy. buiwnets and (piric war to feek the wel--
|
}
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fare, (ot t4e good, = hewordis) of, or that that w.as good -
fory the childrenof ivael,

-, Burwithuehirther Prefluce, the words phinly afford us this®
 Trueks A3 Poct..
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Nehemizh on the wall

Do, 1265 the Work and Spirit of faithful Rulers, to fek
vh: welfare of the People, efpeciallywhen s shey are the
People of 12¢ God of Ifrael.  Or,

1t 35 the Duty ard the Spirit of faithful Rulers, evenin dif-
ficels and troublefome Times; (you may adde thar, for
that was the cafe of the Text) to feek the giod (or
welfare) of the People, efpecially when as they arethe
People of God,

- Thus Nehemiah did, this was his Spirit and Charaéier, and he
made it his bufinefs all the time he was Ruler in fudas, asthe
whole after-ftory fhews whieh is a large Comment on the Texr,
and his commended Example is here fet forth in the Book of
God, for others Znffruaction and Imitation. Rulers (I fay) are
to feck the Wellare, the good of the People: Rom.13.4. He #s
the Minificr of Godtoinee for good ; fpeskirg of the Civil Ma-
giftrate : heis fo by his Place, and he cugbt to be fo in his Pra-
ctice ; Ellh10.3. wealth-good (the word it) or welfare : the
fame word 1s therein the Hebrew, with thisin the Text, Lwk,
22.25. Civil Rulers are called Benetaltors, (faith Chbrift) and
fuch they ought to be, as they may jultly and cruly be fo called ;
Benefattors, < :x5¢7au, doers of good, to and for the people they
ruleover, efpecially when they ate the people of God; fo we
kaow Ifraci (the children of Ifrael) were Gods Covenant peo-
ple, 25am.7.24. and te fe-k the welfare of fuch a people (the
children and people of JIfracl) that hath an Emphafis in the
Text, was emphatically the-d:fon and defive of good Nehemiah,
that confideration moved his heare when he was in the:Court of
Perfia, both to pr.y for them, and to endeazonr ther help, Choop,
1.10. The fafetyof Feraf. l.m, the holy City, by his buuldirg
up the Wall chereof, was his main delign, &-hem.2. 13,17, So
Pfal 78.71.72. greatis the Trult and Obligation upon David,
when fetto feed (t0 Rule) 7acob, thit are the people of God,
and Ifr«el his inheritance: Pfal. 122, 9. fo {peaks Dvid, a
Ruler, to folilem. For the Religious Interells thereof (3ecaufe
of the Houfe of God thatis in ir) he is eiminently affeCted 0 feek
i1 good. Yor
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in Treublefome Times.

Yor a litle Explication, The Opjec?, [the Peoples welfarc]
and the 4¢, [Seek] are here confiderable.

Queft, 1. rpbat i that good, or welfare of the ptoplc, )me
Rulers ougbt to feek 2 or Wherein doth it confift ?

Anfw, Takeit inthe Example of Nebemmh the i 1mprove-
ment whereof the Text leads us uni

1. Theyareto leek the Mamtenancc and furtheranceof true-

R 1: gion among?]& a people, Nesemiab did not think himfelf un-
concern’d inthat; or that he being a Civi/ Ruler, had nothing
to do in matters of Religion : He encouraged and affilted Exra

. in the Reformation of Religion, C44p.8. & 10. He put forth

his Authority to reffrain and redrefs fundry abufes therein ; as -
Nebem, 13, The dqmng of the Temple, ver. 7, 8.9. N¢ %}Lf} of
the Levites, VET.10 Propbmxmon of the Sabbat
1y—22. Religionis the clucf and principal thing, whereir the
welfare of a people ftands ; it is impoffible they fhould Ae wel -
and do weli withoug this, whetebv they may come to ferve God -
and glorifie him, and attain Salvation for their own Souls. The
weal, the excellency, end and happine(s of Mankinde, lyes in-
true Religion: and therefore if Rulers feek the weal of a-
people, they mult needs feek the advancement and eftabliftiment
of this, Hence Religioeft (ummms politice finss | Religionis the
chief and laft end of Civil Pohcy A//iea E nc]clop p.1389. Gods
Commandments are the Rule of man’s good, Dest. 6.24. &
5.29. fois the firf? Table as well as the fecord : hence they
mu& be keepers of bath T ables,

In fubordination to Religion, they areto feck aifo the ex--
tem.d temporal welfare of the people : .

Conuﬁmg in theic Safeiy, thit Nebemiah taketh care for

in the firft place ; (the prefer vation and fafety of their perfons

and enjoy menzs, both Publick and Perfonal, Rehglous and Gi-
vi}) To that end he builds the Wall of 'fem[alem for their fafe-
ty, thas they might not be a prey unto, or repreach amongll
cheic Adverfaries, Nehn.2.17. Chis is fundamenza lly necef-
fary to the weltﬂre or Wcll-bcm;' of 2 peorle, they cannot pof- -
lb;} have wc// &rmr without the prefernation of their Bains,
borh Perfoial and Pohucal Whea Nebemiziy came to feck che -

weliare



Nehemiah o the wall

welfare of the children of Ifrae/, his great bufinefs was to
build the Wall of jersfalem , in which place their principal
Concernments, both of Religionand Government, were laid
up, Pfal.122.3,4,5. That Fersfalewms have a Wallfor the fofety
and przfervadon of it, (and of whatis contained in it) isre-
quiate to the welfare of Zfrael,

2. Their Henmefty: Rulers are tofeek to maintain, cherifh
. and preferve Civil Honefty amonglit a people, by reftraining
and redrefling Injuries between man and man, and other
Crimes and Mifdemeanours, by the Adminiltration and Execu-
uon of Fufice, by the free paflige of Righteoufnefs, which
aflignech to every one his own; and of Egwity alfo, abating
the rigour and extremity of ftri Juftice, whereneed is. Ae-
kemiab left an eminent Example of this, Neb.§.7—13. caufing
them to deal heneftly, yea mercifully with their poor brethren,
according as the diftrefsof the time required, fupprefling the
biting Tfury that was among them ; he frees the opprefled
from their oppreflions, and taketti care that Righreoufn:(s
and Egxity may obtain amongit the people ; chis alfo is a pare
of his care for the good of Irael. That people may live to-
gether in all honeffy as well as godiinefs, is the care and the be-
nefit of good Rulers, 1 Tim.2.1,2. and fo that Judgement and
Juftice may be faichfully adminiltred, which is a main Bafis of
the welfare of a people, and a main part of the work of Rulers,
1 Kingri0.9. Jer.22.3,15,16. amos 5.24. 1 Pet.2.14,

3. Their Profperity, in matcers of ourwar d Eftate and Lively-
haod, by fuch help as the care of Government may contribuce
tothasend, That that we commonly call (#7ealth) is a part of
the wealth or welfare of a people, though not the greateft pare,
as the world is apt to efteem ir. Good Rulers will gladly bea
furctherance thereunto, what in them lyes, that the Csmmon-
wealth may flourifh and profper in thae refpe®, but efp: wiall
in reference to neceffary livelyhood, when it is a time of diﬂref){s
and poverty, or fpecial fcarcity in this or that, of food or
cloching : when the people age in a low condition (or many of
them at leaft) wreftling with many and g1 ac difficulties, or in
adearth, Chap.5,2. how careful is tender-bearted Nehemiab :)f



in Troublefome Times.

the people at fuch atime, Nehem, 5. be took great care that

things might be fo carried on, that poor pesple might be pro-
vided of necefflarics, and be able to fuftain cheir Familiss, that
they might not perifhin a time of dearth and fearcity, ver) 2,

3, @c. this was parg of the good he did for the people, zur,10,

S0Ger.41.33—36, . _
4. Their Tranguility, Quictnefs {or Peace) in the enjoyment

of all thofe, (buth Religious and Civil good chings.) That was .

the {cope of Nebemiabs care and endeavours in many of hrs
a®ings. That the people might enjoy Peace 2nd Tranjuility,
he doth endeavour to prevent and hinder both Difwrbances

from without, (hence he built the Wall of Ferafilem) and alfo .

to etablith Vnity, Love and DPeace among themfelves; to that
end he took care to quiet Complaints and Contentions, and to
heal diffatisfactior:s that arofe among them, Nek.§.1,2— —6,7.
Ttis the grear fruit and benefir of good Government, that the
people mzy lead a guict and peaceable life, inthe wayes both of
true Religion, and civil Homefty, (or inrefpe&t both of their
Religious and Civil Concernments) : Tim.2.2. Thatof Ter-
tullns was a great commendation of Felix his government, had
it beer: true, and fpoken without flattery, Afts24.2. the en-
joyment of Quietnefs (Peace and Tranquility) is -an excellent

fruic of good Government, Thus of what the welfare of a

Peop/e is. Now
2. To [Seek] a peoples welfare, is to put forth uimoft and
beit Endeavours to procure, proiote and maintain it ; to fudy
ir, and to feak forit, to4é? forit, asoccafionis. Itis notan
empty Wibing and wowiding, (1 could be glad, faith 2 man, ¢
fee it go well with fuch a People) nor yet totalk of it onely, and
{peak great words, butto do (effetually and vigoroufly to do)
for it what in s lies, asthe cafe requires. Secking implies
pofitive and ind:.itrious Endeavours, in the ufe of all due
means, to obtain a thing, as the ufe of the Word, in other
places thews : See Pfa’. 34. 14. Prov.11.27. & 1%.14. &
18.1. Afat.13.45. Take a man thar feeks Wealih, or feeks
Honour, how diligent, a&ive, fedulous is he in his way, he
layes out himfelf in induitrious purfuit after 1t: ic doth a
. b faitiiud



| Nechemiah o5 the wall
~ faichful Ruler feek the welfare of the people | fo Nebemieh did
(asthe ftory tellsus,) Butl'may notenlargehere, = )
 Reaf, 1. Why it is the Work or Daty of Rulers to feek the
goodand welfare of the people; 1. Becanfe this s the way
wheréby she Ruler, as fuch, ghvifies God; viz. by fecking the .
- good and welfare of the people. ' To gl(*iﬁe'God, is the laft
end and great duty of every man, and chither weareto refer
allwe do, 1 Cor.10.31. Now we ferve and glorifie God in our
feveral ftations, (and as placed amongft men in this world) ina
~_way of feeking and ferving the good of men : hence the Law,
- whichis the Rule of our ferving and glorifying God, we know
“ne Table of it is taken upin enjoyning of us to do good to
men, tofeek and further the good and welfare of  our Aeigh-
boar, in all that concerns him, (in bss Hononr, Life, E R ate, ¢5c.)
- Would you ferveGod ? then faith the Lord, Love your Neigh-
borr, feck the good and w=lfare of vorr Neighbour as your
own: this is that Eternal, : nmuable, Moral Rule that lies
upon all men.. Hence it lies uponthe Ruler, that he doin his
place, and according to his capacity and compefs, (which is
- .grcager\then that of a private perfon, and therefore moreis
expected from him) feek the good of the people he ftands re-
" lated to. For [owr Neighbowr] is anyone-or more of Man-
kinde, whom we'have any opportunity or capacity to do good
unto, Lut. 10.29—37. and the more Spirituzl opportuaity,
advantage and obligation we are under -to do good to another,
the nearer Neighbour heis, Hence the Prople are the Rulers
next Neighbour, (as I mdy fay) theyare the dire® and eminent
Objed of bis love, and of the fruits thereof, whom bkis Place
gives him the higheft.advantages and obligations to do good un-
‘to. Henceto feck the good of the people, is the great work

and duty which the Eternal Law of God layes on thofe that are
- called to place of Rule and Government. .

Reaf. 2. Hence, The nextend of the Ruler, as fuch, ssto be

* for the people, andto promote their good and welfare: As the laft

end is the glory of God, fo the next end is cthe good of the

people, Rem.13.4. As 1 Cor.11.9. s.e. Womanis laftly and as

- Homo (or one of mankinde) for God; but neitly and as A24-

lier



in Troxbifome Timess .
lier (in her proper placeand Sex) for the man, to besnHelp
to him, Gen.2,18, So the Ruler is (as svery manis) faftilyfor
God, butnewtly, and asa Raler, for the-Prople, The people,,, 5.4,
are not for the Rulers, batthe Rulers for the people, to mini- sy o,
fter to their welfare, Now it is the excelency (the goodnefs) of Bucas.
every thing, and the duty of the rational creature, t6 ferve torég- 7¢*
its End; and the more aptly and fully that any doferveto
their End, the better and more excellent they are. - S
Reaf. 3. Fromthe Truft that is commsitted unto Rulers : They

~ are betrufted by God (yea by God and Man) with the Publick
Weal, and God will call for an Account of it, they are his 27:-
nifters, his Trultees for that bufinefs, Rom.13.4. No mancan
wholly excufe himfe!f from being his Brothers keeper, Gen.4.9.
but the keeping of the Common-weal of all their Brethren; is
ina particular manner committed to Rulers, they are called in -
Scripture Shepherds, Pfal.78.71, & 97.20. Exek.34.23. Mic.§.§.
Jes.23.14. who are betrufted wich the Flock s, Nurfing-fathers,
who are betrufted with the care of the Chside, Numb.11.12.
12,49.23. Thefe and fuch like Tit/es import the Truft theyare
charged with, ¥ the people or their welfare fhould ever mif-
carry in their hands, through their default, it. will be required
of them by theLord. The peoples welfare is a depofiram com-
mitted o them to keep, If but one Neighbour commit a thing
to another to keep, care and fidelity in that Truft will be re-
quired, Exod,22.7—12, much more when a whole Feople,

and God by them,do commit their whole common welfare unto
fuch and fuch to keep. |

Quelt, 2. why they are cfpecially to feek the swelfare of the .
people of God, or to feek the welfare of the people over whom -
theylarc Rulers, efpecially when as they are che Lords

ople, \ | a ‘
pc};mf. 1. From the Precionfuefs of fuch apeople, and of the
things that are laid up with them: The.Zord hath but one
Darling in all the world, and thatss his People, Jer.12.7,
the dearly beloved of vy Sonl, even finful Jfrael is {o called ; Jirael
isbzs Son, b firft-born, Exod.4.22. and fuch an onehe puts
to you to nurfe, who are Rulers in Jfrael/, they are his Por-

. B2 = tien,
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tion, his Inheritance, his pecriiar Treafure, Dent. 32.9. even
When foundin adefert land, ver.10. there he leads them about

.. asa Flock, by thehands of Mofes and Aaron and they are to
him'as the Apple of his Eye,ver.11. Pfal135.4. E x0d.19.4 §.
His Vineyard, 1fa.5.7. and this he commits t9 your careand
keeping (as Cant.1 6.) With what care is fucha Truftto be
managed and lovked unto ? aud how folemn would the account
beif negle®:d? as v King.14.7. G 16.2. They arethe Bre-
thren ot Chrift, and what is doneto or for them, yeafor the
leaft, for adefpifed handivl of them, he accounts asdoneto
himfelf,” Aar,25:40,45. They are the Spoufe of Cirift, of
whom heis very tender, for whoie welfare he is exceeding jea-
lous, Zech.1.14. They are the Hosfbold of Faith, and thereis

a fpecialty of .duty and obligation to do good to fuch, to feek
their good and welfare, Ga/.6.10. The nearer that any areto
-God, the nearce they are and oughr to betous,  Gods people
are precious ang ficrevrable in Gods fight ; yea if any part of
his people be more holy, more reformed, more conformable to

his Will and Image then others, they are the more precious :
and fo they fhould bein our fight, and willbe fo with all that
have a heart after the heart of God, and that love the righte-
Vi.Duch ous-as fuch, 1fa.43.4. Jer.2.3. When and while Ifrael was Ho-
& Ecgl. Jinefs to the Lord, (an holy people) not onely by defigmation, but

Avut in o . :
o0 ' alfo in meafure aually fo, the Lord was more then ordinary

log,
- teader and chary of them.

Remember al{o the precious things that are laid up with and
among the prople of God ; as »iz. The holy Ordinances of
God, The Tru:hof Religion, The difpenfation of the glorious
Gofpel, The helps of everfafting Salvation : Thefe things are -
high and {trong obligations to feek the good of fuch a people,
P{al122.9. and to maintain, preferve and promote thefe En-
joyments, wherein the choiceft part of their wolfare is con-
tained, When the Ship is: loaden wich Plate and Treafure, it
highly concerns the Mafter and Dilot to be very careful of her,
that fhe mifcarry rot,

Reaf. 2. The glory of Gods Name is eminently bound-up and
cancerned.in the. welfare of _his people; and thcrr:fopxﬁ11 , if

ers
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Rulers feek the glory of God,they muft intenfely feck the wel-
fare of his people. [is true, that God who brings goodoue
of evil| can and do'h make the adverfity and fufferings of . his
people turn to his glory ; buc tha: & dcth fo, is .but bysacci-
. dent, and a working by contraries. The peaceand welfare of
the Lords people, hath a more proper and dire@ tendency te
the glory of God, as well as theic own comfort. Indeed if you
{peak of bare outward quict and profperity, fingly confidered,
that hath not fo near connexion with the glory of God (though
that was an outward blefling, and was accounted a great fa-
vour in Selomens ime, 1 Kings 5.4 ) buc take the whole wel- -
fareand pzace of a Reicgious people rogether, that comprifeth
the flourifhing of Religion, the open exercife of Gods Wor-
thip, the free paffage of the Gofpel, the moft advantageous en-
joyment of all the helps of Salvation, and of all enconrage-
meatin the wayes of God : and thereisa very near and diret
conncxion between this and the glory of God ; hisglory is-
eminentiy bound upinit. So Pfal.102.16. when Zien is puli’d
down, laid i: the duft, as ver.14. lies in rubbifh, the glory of
Gods Name {u¥ers, and is eclipfed, (Exei.36.20. Ifa.52.5.)
But when Zior is built up, and reftored om her Captivity into
a condition of weltare, then the Lords glory appears, fhines
out, and isadvanced. Soalfo under the New Teffament, when
deliverance, peace, reft, and vifible welfare is given and granted
to the Church, it is counted and fpoken of as- a great glory to
God, and his Name is thereby lifted up amongft men. Sointhe
time of Conflantine, as thagis commonly tiken in Rev.12.10,
(The Kingdome of God is after a forc vifibly feen, faith Brighs-
man on the place, when God fetteth up godly Rulers to govern
his people.) And fo upon the morefulland final deliverance
and reftauration of the Church, and peaceable flourifhing of
- Religion therein yet to come, (the great iffue and fcope of the
Providence of God, of the Promifes and Prophefies of his Word,
and of the Prayers and Hopes of his people) the peace and wel-
fare of his people will be matter of grear ard wondertul glory
to God. and an exaliation to his Name and Kingdome in the
world, Rev.16..1.2,5,6, & 11, 15418, It is therefore no
B3 C carnal -
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- carmalthing, butan holy duty to defire, and in our places to
* " feek and endeavour the Peace and Tranquility of Jfrac/, not

for low and fenfual ends, but thar God might bave glory by
his mercy to us, and by more abundant and fruitful fervice
* _from us, And look as it isin the Body Natera/,chough God can
and doth turn Sickneéfs, Difeafes, and other like Afi&ions, into
‘great good to his people, and glory to his Name ;. yet notwith-
{tandirg Health is to-be prized, prayed for, and by al! fawful
roeans foughe after : anditis a duty of the fixth Command-
~ ment fotodo. The fame may be faid of political health and
welfare: God is to be fubmitted to, and glorified -in Afflition
- and Tribulation, if he pleafetg bring it but heis to be waited
oninall regular wayes (inthe nfe of all lawful means ) for
- welfare, even outward peace and welfare : and it is a grear glo-
iy to his Name, where he beftows itupon 2 people of his,
(publick peace and welfare upon a whole people efpecially) and
hels to be glorified for it. And hence to a& againft the welfure
of the people of Ged, is (in Scripture account) to act againit
the Lord himfelf, and againft his Name and Glory, (which
fhews how emineatly the fame is concerned in them, and in
their welfare) Pf2.83.3,4,5. (fuch are enemies to God,therefore
to his glory, ver.2.) & 74.7,8,22,23. Ze«h.2.8.- And on the
contrary, all that Nebemiah did for this people, and for their
weifare, hedid it for God, and the Lord accepted it, Neh.5.19,
G 13.14, Andfo Heb.6.10. you fhew love to Gods Name,
when you minifter to hig Saints, A
Reaf. 2, The Rulers own good and comfort will eminently
hereby be promoted , God will gracioufly remember Nebemiah
for good, for all the good turns that he doth for his people,
Neb.5.19. & 13.31. S0 Heb.6.10. God will ina Gofpel-way
(by his rich grace) richly reward every fuch fervice; AZeofes
had the recompence of reward o look unto, and fo hath every
faithful Ruler, H¢b.11.25,26. If you would {tudy for yous
own welfare, and contriveto finde out a way how you cuy be
rell, and do well enough (for one) whatever comes, thereis
no way in aif the world like this, Faithfully o feck the weifare
of the Lords people: Beand do for God and for his pcop!:-d,
| a1
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and youfhall be fureto do well whatever come, Ebed melech
that did but do for one Peremiab, found a reward even in thofe
faddelt imes, fer.39.16,17,18. much more fhall they {one
way or other) that do for a2 whole Body of the Lords people.
Dun. 4.27. the poor, 1. e, {pecially the poor people of God: °
(the afli&ed fews) then in his Domtaions in Captivity, if there-
was any way 1n the world to “lengthen ouc his Tranquility, chat

‘wasit. . As Numb.10.29,32. the Lord hath fpoken good con-
cerning Ifrael, if youfaithfullyfeek their good, you thall par-
take in the good and blefling - that the Lord hach laid up for
_them ; you fhall be bleffed wich them and among them, notin
this onely, butinanother world : for thy fadl profper that live
fersfalem, and faichfully feek the peace thereof, Pfal.122.6. |
‘" @S E 1. This Point thews us what ought to be the gene--
ral End and Rule of all the Motions and A&ions of Rulers,
viz. the welfare of the people. To-that fcope Nebemiab bends -
all his A&ions and Endeavours ; and Finis eff meafura mediornm,
_the End ferves to meafure, regulate, direct and limit the means,
and fhew what fhould be done. - That AZaxime of the Romans
was and is a. Principle of right Reafon, Salus Populi Suprems
Lex, [The welfare of the People is the Supreme Law ] and is
engraven on the Forehead of the Law and Light of Natere.
Hence it is owned and confirmed by the Scriptures, as we feein
the Text; anditis cafily deducible from the Law of God : for
- that that sindeed the Law of Nature, isa part of the Ecernal”
Law of God ; and the Law of God enjoyns, that in Bumane
Civil Affuirs, things be managed according to right Reafon
and ©quity; and chac Rulers, as they are for the people, fo
they are to make it their maia bufinefs,and the fcope of ail cheir
A&ions, Laws and Motions, to feek the welfare of the people,
There is Sun-light for this Maxime, and it was never doubted
nor denied by anyghat held but to Racional and Moral Prin-
ciples. Hence this Law being Supreme, it limits all other Laws:
and Confiderations, Hence it is impoffible that a people or
their Rulers fhould be bound by any other &aw, or Cuftome, .
or Confideration whatfoever, to do any thing that is really ~
and evidently contraryto this. If ic be indeed contrary or

deltru-



12

‘that will help to
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deftru@ive to the welfare of the people, (of the Community

they ftand cbarged with) it is impoflible they fhou!d be bound

in‘Coxfcsenceco doiit, -

* This is the Compafs that Rulers are to ficer vv, and the
T onck-flome of Right and Wrong in all their Motions, vic.

- Whatis for or againft the Publick good, and the Welfare of
. the people, Rom.13.14. That bounds and regulates his whole

Miniftration, Whatis for the Common geod, that and that only
youare to do; and all that ase fetin place of Rule and Go-

- vernment (be they of higher or of lower quality) do ftand

charged with the welfare of that people, whom they are Rulers

. OVEr, :

1 know when it comes to particulars, the doubt will fill bé,

‘What is for the welfare of the people. One will fay, this is

mott for the common good, another that. But
1. It will help much if this Principle be fetled and acknow-

.Jedged, ‘Thar in Civil Affairs, the Confideration of the welfare
~of the whole, is that which fhews and deterivines what is right,

and weighs down all other Confiderations whatfoever. Men

-will fay, We muft do what is right, whatfoever comes of it:

Fiat Paftitiarnat Celum. True, butitis moft certain it is not

.right, if it’be againft the welfare of the people. 1t is impofiible
that any thing fhould be truly right, that is deftruive to the
.common good : for it will conitantly hold, Salus Populi Su-
prema Lex. |

2. Confider the things wherein the welfare of a people does
confift, which are above- mentioned, [viz. Religion in the firft

- place, and then their Safety, or the Prefurvation of their Being,
‘both Perfonal and Political, and their participation in the Rules

and Fruits of Riﬁhtcoufncfs, Equity, Order and Peace] and

gles welfare liesan {uch things as thefe; and that Rulers are
ound in al cheir Motions and A&ions to feek the welfare of

.the people, and to do nothing contrary thereunto,

VSE

L)

ifcover and difcern what is for the weltare of
‘the people, or for the common good, and what not, Thereis
-need of much prudence and warinefs in particular Applications
‘and Cafes , but thofe general Princiglcs will hold, Thar a peo-
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U S E II. Hence fee, that difficulties and troubles do not
excufe, nor fhould difcoxrage Rulers from doing the work of
their Places which God calls them unto, -or from feeking the
welfare of the people: Such things do not excufe, nor fhould

difcourage from taking and accepting the Place of Rule when

called to1r.  As they did not Nekemiah, though he heard before
that their condition was a condition of greac afflittion and re-
proach, Neh.1.3. yet he voluntarily left the Court of Perfia,
to embarque with the Fews at ferufalem, when in fo flormy a
time as this was ; and how is he honoured in the Book of God
forit? It was a difficult time and cask that Aofes was fent up-
on, accompanied alfo with a deep fenfe of his own infirmity
and unfitnefs, Exod.3.4. he couid not but be flow and back-
ward to fuch a work ;

Lord grew angry, and chides him into a confent: but (I
fay) difficulties and troubles fhould not difcourage nor hinder

but yet when he was over-backward the

]

-

1 3
-

Rulers from doing the work of their Places when fet therein,

5.e. from faithful feeking and aing for the welfare of the

iave faid) the fummary work of the

ulers Place, Confider a littic the difficulties that lay upon

the fews and their Rulers at this time in fersfalem, after their
return from Captivity, and in the dayes of Nehemiab. -

1. They were a fmall, weak and defpifed people, Nebem.‘{.‘ |

1,2,4. & 1.3, & 2.19, Contemst and reproach is a bitter
and killing thing to ingenuous Spirits ; yet this they were fain
tc bear and pafs through, Itwas a dayof fmall things, which
others, yea even themfelves are apt to deipife, Zech.4.10.

2. They were in the mid% of Enemies, and Adverfaries

round about them, of feveral forts and Nations ;, Sanballat a°

Moabite, (from Horonaim a chief City of Moab, Ifa. 15.5.
fer.48.3.5,34. called the Horonite) and Tobiah the Servant,
the Ammonite, on the Ealt, Neb 2.10. (The Servant, he was
Governour of the Ammonites, but of a bafe and fervile fpirit
fome think that of a mean man, hewas got into Place, an

therefore is called Tobiab the Servane ; fuch are often worft,
Prov.30.21,22.) Gefbem the Arabian (Neh.6.1. & 4.7.) and

- others on the Somth , and the Samaritans on the North, Neh,

c 42,



they aimed at,

" Nechemiahi on the wall
4.2.Ezra 4.9,10. Thusthey were befer ronnd with Advesfa-
rics, and Ill-willers, and many Informers and Complainers
there were againft them, as before in the dayes: of Zersbbabel,
Ezra 4. & 5. i : o

3. Their Adverfaries did labour to afiright them wich the
Accufation of Rebellion, Neh.2.19. anold Ar:tifice, butit was
an injurious Calumny, and moft groundlels Accufation, The
binlding of the Wall of Ferafalem tor [elf-prefervation, had no-
thing in it of Rebellion : but many clamours and ftories: they

raifed of that nature, Neh.6.6,7,8. and fee their end therein,

ver.9. to weaken and difcourage them from their work, that
their hearts and hands might fail chem therein, that was it

4. There were Difcontents and Divifions among themfelves,
Neb.5.1. Great Complaints of the Jaferionr fort againft their
Superionrs ; of the Poor againft the Rich; of Rrethren againft

Brethren: yea;there werg among themfelves that were helpers:

to teir Adverfaries; and complied with them, even fome chief

men and others, Neb.6.17,18. and thereby, among other evils,
it came to pafs that nothing could be kept within its due com-
pafs, but every thing was carried and reported to their Adver-

faries, ver. 19. They uttered my words (or my matters) snto

him . and that doubtlefs not in the fairelt drefs, Yea, there

were fome of the Prophets that endeavoured to weaken the

hands of faithful Nehemsab, and to put difcouragement upon

vid Er¢l him, Neh.6.10, (This Shemaiab is conceived to be the fame that
is mentioned Ezra 8.16,) 11,12,13. (By the way, who would
have faid that thac would have been a fin, which might feem to-

Ainat.

be a prudent retirement for fafety ? yea, but for Nehemiab, in
a cafe fo circumftanced, to a& fear and difcouragement to the
prejudice of his Caufe and Work, would have beena fin,) But
ver.14. there were alfo that raifed Sianders of others of their
Prophets, thofeit’s like who were of another minde, wer,7.

§. They were poor, and low, and weak as to outward eftate,
corfli&:ng with wants and ftraics, and many difficulties in that
refped®, very unable to fupporc themfelves, and to bear the

Publick Burthens chat were then upon them, Neh.5.2—5. and
W“’ 1 80 .
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are in great diftrefs,

6. Hence there was hard Work, and weak Inftruments, rea-

dy many times to be difcouraged, Nch.4.10. the Workmen
themfelves, and thofe that fhould joyn nands together to la-
bour and carry on'the work, began to mutter and be difcou-
raged, by thedifficulty of thework, and their own weaknefs;
© we are not able, {ay they, to carryiton: At the fame time when
the Adverfaries were high, prefident and threatning, ver, a1.
- their own workmen began to be difheartned and-difident, ver,

10. Here was a juntture of difcouraging trial. Hence hard
fhif s they were fain ro make to carry on the work, and to put
forth chemfelves to the utmeft, and beyond an ordinary mea-
fure, by the care and conrage and conduct of good Nehemiab,
ver.16,17. Every one had butti hi$ hands full, and they were

fain to do two works at once, the work of a Sox/dier,and of a:

Labowrer, ver.18,21,22,23, |
7. It was a time of many frars, wherein they had many

fears among them, and many that heightned thofe fears : many

Reports, Threatnings and fore-fpeakings of this, and that, to
that purpofe, Neh.4.12.66.9,13,14,19. It is obferveable,
that that was the drift and endeavours of Adverfaries and 1ll-
willers, Fear, fear, fear, a difcouraging Heart and Hand-
Weakning carnal fear. The great word of God to godly Rulers
is, Be ftrong, and of a good courage, fear not when in Gods
way and work; 7of.1. 6,7,9. But the word of Satan and his
Initruments is, Fear, be afraid, look upon the danger of being
faithful : But (as to man and fecond Caufes) they had many
very great caufes of fear, many dangers round about them,
and to be faithful in duty in a time of fear, proves a difficult
task to flefh and blood. |

8. Which was worflt of all, Among this people of the
fews after Captivity, whenengaged in Reforming work, there
were miny fins, diforders and mifcarriages, which were pro-
voking unto God, and a great exercife of difcouragement to-
their faichful Leaders ; fuchin Ezra’s time as made hin blufp
before God, andfear what God would do with them, Ezra 9.

- C2 6,10,14.

| 1§
ver, 18, The bondage Was beavy upon this people : Neb.9,37. we
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6,10, 14. And before thatin Haggai’s time, fuch neglects of
carrying on Temple-work, and of finifhing what was begun,
as he tharply reproves, yeaas God reproved from Heaven, by
Drought, Blaftings, ¢c. Hag. 1. 2,5,6,9,10,11. ¢ 2.16,17.
And here in Nebemiahs time there were faults, evils and diftem-
pers found among them, as Neb.5.1,6,7,9. € 13. 4,5,10,15,
18, 23, 24,26,27. not oncly mawer of Afliflicx, but fintul
Corraptions and Diftempers do {prout up among a Reforming
people, and thofe they huve to wreltle with : yet neither did
thefe take them or their Leaders off from their Work, nor ut-
- terlyoverturnit ; nor did the Lord cait them off (though he
chaftened them) but helped them along, though in much infir-
mity. He was with them at many a dead lift, (Hag.2.4.) and
after frowns, yet /miled on them again : efpecialiy while the Lea-
ders were faithful to fearch out and teftifie againft evi/, and to
fer upon duty when called fo it; and the people were willing
to hearken to them, and to bereduced and reformed by them :
both which may be obferved of them all alorg in the ftory,
Hag.1.12,13. Ezra10.2,3,4,7,8,12,14. :

9. Laftly,we may remercber the long time wherein this poor
people were confli®ing and labouring under Difficuities and
Infirmities, and what a ucceffien of D:fficulries and Troubles
did attend them in the Reforming, and Rebuilding work they-
wereupon. From their firlt Grant by Cyra, unto the begin-
ning of Nehemishs Goverament (in the twentieth year of Ar-
taxerxes) according to the (hortelt Account, were 82 years (fo

.y Ufber inhis Annals. Famius faich 146. Lightfoor faith buc 37,
Af: " but few embracethat *.) Almoft all that rime,& fo afterward in
lisgha! tbc_tlme of Nebemiahs Government, they were followed with
- knowlof various Troubles and Exercifes (as the ftory at large tells us)
Times, though they had their lucid Intervals, and the Lord ftill helping
P-226, 10 i the iffue, ~
- - Thus that word was made good, Dan.g.25. that Ferufalem,
both City and Wall, Bould be built again in troublons times. Yet
notwithftanding a!l this, thev went onin their Work with Cox-
rage, and Cosflancy, and Cor “icnce in God, Neh.2.20. and he
did profper them, no. by prevziun 2 Difficulties, but by carry.
» Ing
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ing on the Work in their hands through all Difficuliies, and in
the midft of all cheir Infirmicies, And it is obferveable, That
every Tragedy they pafled through, bad a glad Cataftrophe ,
every ftrefs had a comfor*ibleiffue: God fill helped them.in
the conclufion and upfliot of every bufinefs, that they camc off
wellac Laft, though with mucheugging and wrettling, much
exercife of Faith and Patienice. So in the Building of the Terple,
(thus it went on heavily, and met with many obftrucions, and -
many Adverfaries ; yet they got throughat laft, to their great
JOY)Ezra 6.15,16,22. S0 here in the building of the Wali, Neb, -
6.15,16. % 12.27,43. And fo in the Reformation of Abufes,
Ezrai10, Neb.s. 5 13. Theftory of the Charchinail Ages,
& efpecially in the Scripture,informs us, that the beft avg great-
et works God hath delighted to carry on through maay Diffi-
culties and Oppolitions, and in mach fele infirmity of Inftru-
ments, The time of Mof(“’ of David,of Ifrael, all along in
the 0/d Tefamens, will furnifh us with many Inftances of it;
yeaand alfo of the Apsfles in their Work under the New Ze-
frament, AEt.20.19.1 Cor.16.9. &3.3. 2 Cor.11.23--28,29,30.
Gal.4.13,14.the glorious Gofpel muft be preached & carried on
through Infirmity of the fle/y, i.c. through outward meannefs
and afliGion of Inftruments, yet not therefore to be defpifed.
The whole Church of God, and every particular concernment
thereof, is ina Militant confli®ing condition in this worid,
and it muft be no ftumbling to us to fee it fo.: it occalions the
more exercife of Faith, Patience, Prayer, ¢3¢, in the work (as
we [eein the example of Nehemiah all along) and the more of
God to appear in theiffue of it, Neh.6.16.

Go on thereforein the Work of the Lord, and +n the Ser-
vice of your feveral Places, and be nottaken cfl by troubie,
difficulties, oppofitions, felt infirmities in your felves, weak-
neffes and diitempers in perfons and things round about you, .
(which will alwayes be.) When were there work for Patience,
Yaith, Forticude, Self-derial, and for the Spirit of a Souldier,
Wreltler, ¢ie. if it were not for fuch things? We mult none
“of us fay, of one Order or other, 1 will ferve God inmy place,

and.hielp build the Wall of . ferafalem, it T may doic with eafe,
| C3s | and
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and tranquility, without trouble, without hazard, without re-
p-oaches, andill requitals from men, G¢c. Chrift is lictle be-
holden to us, if that be all we will do for him ; thatis toe low
foi che Spiric of a good Somldier of Chrift Jefus, 2 Cor.6.4,5,8.
Yea, now you look like the Minifters of éod, when you cheer -
fully difcharge your Plices, though furrounded and loaden
with AfliQions, Diftrefles, Labours, falfe Reproaches, ¢>c.
“ Now you are dreft like a Minifter, likea Servant of God, and
~of 'ss people in' Publick Work ; and through fuch things as
chere, you muil go onin your Work, as the Apoftles then did.
USE III. a chreefold Exhortation: 1. To our Relers
and Leaders, 2. Tothe People. 3. To both joyntly, or to
the wigle, ‘
1. ToRulersand Leaders, who are betrufted with the Go-
vernment of this people. Let them be Exhorted by the word,
. andinthe Name of the Lord, to follow the Example of good
. MNehemiah, and to be of chis Spirit, to make it your work and;
~ bufinefs ro feek the welfare of the Lords people. The Cor-
‘cernments of a People framed into a Body Politick, are put
into your hands, and of fuch a people as are the people of
God (that no Chriftian Spirit can deny) a part of Gods /frael,
though but a part, yet no inconfiderable part of the people of
God a: this day in the world : fuch a part of Gods people as
are retred into thefe Ends of the Earth, for kaown ends of
Religion and Reformation, to ferve God in his Temple and
Orainances according to his appointnient: You are betrufted
with as precious an Intereft as is this cay upon the Earth ; iz,
with the Lives, Eftates, Liberties, and Religious Enjoyments of
fome thoufands whofe Names are written in Heaven,and bound
upon the Breaftand Heart of Chrift Jefus: yea, with fo much
of the Intereft of Chrift, his Truth, Wayes, Worfhip, Gofpel,
Name and Kingdome. asis to be found here amongft chis peo-
ple. Thispart of ..o/ do under God confide in you, and be-
truflt you with their Welfare: To be Inftrumentally the Sa-
viowrs and Prefervers hereof, is a thing more bonourable and
excellent (yea and more profirable too, as will appear one day)
then to be Owaers of all the Wealth of both the Zn.izs. Poor

Nihewiiah,

]
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Nehemiab, who fought and maintained the welfare of the chil-
dren of Ifracl, when but an handful, © peor fmall and defpifed
people, is more honourabie in the Book ~f God, then all the
great Ones of the Earthin bistime. Tho Lord Jiius Chrift,
having; «sk’d and obrained chis picce of the we.-rmoff enis of the
Earth for hu poffeffion, doth commit it uato y~u, as Inftru-
ments under him, to keep and maintain his pon-flion inir,
The eyes of the whole Chriftien world avg upon you; yea
which is niore, the eyes of God and of his holy Angc/: are up-
on you, to fee and obferve how you Manage and Difcharge this
Truft now ac fuch atime. And though your Obligations and
Encouragements from men, from the people over which you
Rule, are but fmall, there s lictle outward advantage you have
by them to engage you to them, or their welfare; (and hence
they that look no higher then the world, will never do much
for fuch a people) yet to men of Religion, and Conjcience, and
“Faith, there is enough to be faid to obligeand encourage them ¢
» the Charge and Commandment of God, and Dty to him, is the
highelt Obligation. Remember that the Lord, the great God,
fayes this folemn Charge and Injun&ion upon you (Hemosred
Fathers) as you wiil an{wer it at the great Day, That you feek
the good, and be tender of the welfare of this people: and
God may be bold v+ith you, though we may not ; e {peaks not
witkout Authority to Command, nor without Riches and Power
to Rewardyou; he hath given an Advantage to fet before you,
and encowrage you by, though we your poor people haveriot
iie hath the Promife to enconrage, as well as the Precept to binde
- and oblige : they that can really believe the Promife, will never
ftick at any Duty, and fo not at this duty of the Precept. When
Mofes chofe to fuffer ali&ion with the people of God, he made
the beft bargain for himielf that ever man did. Paw/ never
gain’d {o much, as when he lof# ad for Chritt. The Lord will
not let you be lofers by any thing you dofor his pecple, Neh.5. .
19. Every peny-worth of fuch Service fhall have muny poands of
reward, Mark 10.29,30. Godin Chriftisa rich and graciosns
Rewarder, aswellasa foveraign Commander , and therefore
when you are before the Lord, and look to him (s it is before -
s & DLOLE tlicLord, and 100K hirn,
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him, and in his Name that we now fpeak) the Exiortaiion
mentioned is ftzong and powerful, and wants no ftreceeh of
Argsment to bick it, to perfwade and conftrain ( encourage
and oblige) to feek the welfare of fuchapeople,

And fome Helps to :his purpofe (or ufeful Direions) we
mav readily gather from the Example of Nebemiah,

Dire®. 1. Pwut on bowels of Compaffion, {o asto haveaiively
fenfe of the Condition and Concernments of this people: So
Neb.1.4. ¢ 2.3. & §.18. Thiok not thatitis well enough if I
can fhift for one, Nekemiah was not of that minde, he tooka
view of their cafe, (in fpecial to fee where ought was broken
down and out of order in the Wall of Ferufalem, that he might
ftir up-himfelf and them to mend it) Neb.2.13,15,17.

2. Be ftudious and folicitous about the Publick, welfare , be-
ftow intenfe thoughts, ftudy and care concerning it, what may
be needful or expedient for it. Neb.5.7. Ay beart confulted
(took counfel, the phrafeis) imme; his minde wroughr about
the bufinefs : heis alfo very vigilant and induftricus ro jurefee

~ evils, and to ufe means ro prevent the fame, and to erder things

in their time and place; as may be feen in fpecial in Chap.4. at
farge. ] ~ |

?. Pra®ife Self-denial and Patience . faithful Rulers will finde
much need of that, efpecially among a people that are poor and
fuil of infirmities ; Neb.§.14,15,16,18. He requires not the
bread of the Governonr, (i.€. the Maintenance belonging and
futable to fuch a Pluce) becaufe many heavy burthens were up-
on that poor people, This was a voluntary departing from his
own Right, and it cannot be urged as binding where the cafe is
not alike (chough where, or fo far as the cafe s alike, the fear
of God will teach it, as itdid him, ver.15,) We may fear in-
deed that there is not that done by the people with us, that
fhould be, aud might be in this particular , it may be time will
teachus more of our duty in that matter : But to be fure great
things cannot be done by this poor people . and where foit s,
Rulers fhall honour God and themfelves much by Self-denia,

and condefcending to mean things; and o do that out of Jove
0 God and his people, for the which they are not rewarded by

men :
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mens (Ohtherearebura few fuch Neheminks in the ‘worw, )
we have caufe to prize and be chankfiy! for fuch, you cannor

finde the people upon earth- that have fo Se/f-demying and con-
defcending a Magiffracy, asthe Lord hath given unto us.) But
the lefs your reward is on Earth, the greater it fhall be in
Heaves, Asyou are to pra&ife Self-deniall, foalflo Patience,
When God chofe a Ruler for Jf7ael in che sldernefs, he chofe
the meekeft man in all che Earty, (Namb.12.3.) 3 manof pa-
tience, and he had need be fo, te bear the Intirmicies, Mur-
murirgs, Unthankfulnefs, and the Diitempers of the y_eoﬁl_e.
Mofes was a Nwrfing-father, Numb. 11. 12. The Nurfe had
need have more patience then the Childe, elfe what will become
of it? If when the Childe isfroward and unquiet, the Nwrfe
fhould be foteo, what work would there be? Though-itbea
time of firife (the great diftemper) of the Congregation,
Mofes and Aaron muit earry it wich patience and moderation, elfe
God will not take it well, Nwmb.27.14,” = = |

4. Coxrage and Conffancy was another imitable excellency in
Nebemich, and without which he could never have done his
work, nor {tood up for the welfare of that penple; efpecially
at fuchatime, Many fought to drive him from his work by
fear, bu: he abode undaunted and couragious in the Lord, Neb,
6.9,11, {he counts that fuch an a& ot fear was very smfuitable
toone infucha Plac') 13,74,19. Threatnings, Letters, Pro-
phecs, all cannort difcumpofe him by fear ; yea, be hath fucha
Courage, Faith and Prefence of Spirit, as to grcourage others
in time of danger, Neh.4. 14,20. (@ur God fhall w::2 for us )
If .the Spirirs of Leaders fsil when Difficulties and Yroubles
come, all fails , but God hach appoinced them to Spicit all
about them, to be bath the Head and the Hegrt of a people,
2 Ck  ..0,7,8. That (1 fay) is the great word of God to
_od Ruiers, onely be firumg, andof a gaod comrage, viz, in the
w. of the Rale, 7o,1,6,7,9. and they havea firong word to
buita ~on, (ver § ) Twill nos fail thee, nov forfake thee,

§. Hilwme and Prudence in the management of Affairs, as
it is mentioned in Scriptare as a Requifite in Civil Rulers, Degr,
3.13,:;. 2Chren.i.r0. fo it was not wanting in Nebemiab, as

D | the
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the whole frame of the ftcry fhews us. I mightinftancein fome

*a&s & fruits of his Wifdom ; as in his pru.fing the leffon that

we have fince had from Chrifts own- meuth, Beware of men,
(Mat.10.16,17.) Neh 6.2.3,4. in his not being. carried with

‘precences, and taking plaufible fhews of Reafon, no- not from

Prophets themfelves, Neb. 6. 10,11,12. 5= with great words

‘from others, Neb.2,19.20. His putting grea: Truft inco the
“hands of faithful men, Neb.7.2. & 13.13, G¢. We may here
“remember, That Religion.is the truelt Reafon ; Humefly the beit

Policy , and to keep in the way of the Rule, in the feir of God,
is the higheft wifdome : and all finful deviarion or turning to
crooked waves, is fely, fob28.28. J(al111.10. Priv.109.

Bur Religion doth not take away, but eftzblth the prudent
“minaging of Affuirs, as to the manner and circumftances of -

Ations.. How often may the fame thing be done, :and the fame

~ end artained, in a difcreet, moderate, comely and prudent way,

as wellasina way thar is lefs expedient? Devid guided them

with the skilfulnefs of bis hands, as well as with integrity of keart,

(al.78.72. Leaders are to exerta skilfulnefs and pruderce in
the manner of the Condu& of Affairs.. :

" 6. Be much in Prayer on all. occafions :.* Nehemiah was a

praying Magiftrare, and therefore fo helped and bleffed in bis

~wayand work, Neh.6.9. & 4.8,9. ¢ 1.4,11. (He lLaid the

ground-work and begimning of his work and bufinefs on Prayer,

~and fo he carried it on.) - He will have an Ejaculation to Hea-
“ven,. even when he is upon A& i:», and hath not time for more,

Neh.2.4. The Prayers of Rulersand Leaders for the People,
are a precious means of the peoples welfare,. That is one good
way ot izeking their good, to fet God on work by Prayer; and
engage himto do them good, Pfal.51.18. When Hezrkiah
and J/aizh do both cry and pray to Hezven, there is good hopes
it fhall g» well wich that people, and thae God will appear for
them, as he did, 2 Chrin.32.20,21,22. How oft did the Prayer
of Mofes and Aaron for Ifrac. in the Wildernefs, {lip in be-
tween them and Jrfrffion, Numb.14.12,13—19,20. ¢ 16.
20 21,22 45. ¢ 217, Qrwas an exemplary paflage of that
Worlby Piizce of wrange, who when he had but ome érearh to
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deaw, fpent half of it on the peeslein: prayer for them crying ‘
(as be fell downfil.xirg)' Obm]-—éoz ,ta@’p?q‘ of my Sonl; dZd 3"',‘,’f§*"
this poar .pmplg‘ - T pag g
2. This Point may afford feveral Juffruétions to the Pesple. - |
1. Tegives a Direction whom to make Cheice of for their |
Rulers ;, vir, Suchas may .bemoft fit and. likely, farbfully'to - ~
feek the good and welfare of: the people; and of fuch a people |
of God as through grace arein this rildernefs, and fo-citcum~
ftanced as cheyare.  But I fhall not infift on this, |
2. Learn and be exhorted hence nighly to prize and bowour
fuch Rulers when Chofen, and called to Place of Government,
Such as have it upon their heart, and make it their bufinefs
faithfully tofeek your beft welfare;, fuchas are in meafure of -
Nehemiahs Spiric; thofe whofe defign it is to feek not them-
felves, nor great things for themfelves, (alas they arenotto -
be had here) but the welfare of the people, their Safety, Peace
and Profperity, (ardihe rofperity of Religion, which is the
principal part of our welfire; ouc of love to God and to his
people; Be affured your welfare is bound upin fuch, It is
God that works and maintains 2 peoples weal, but he does it
by means, and efpecislly. by chis means-of faichful Rulers and
Leaders, [t was the great work of Gods mercy to the Jews
aiter the Captivity, (which the ftory is taken up in) that he
raifzd up for them, and among them, faithful Leadersto be
Inftruments of thear good , Zersbbabel, Exra and Nebemiab,
to rebuild borh the Tewple and Cicy of - Ferufalem, and Setcle
things in tite Church and Common-wealtli, When God means
well toa peopie, (hath thoughts of peace, fer.29.11. & 32.
41.) hegives chem fuch Leadurs as fhall cordialiy feek their
weltare ; when ever he hath good dayes for his people, hy
Jayes in this, /fa.1.26. & 60.47. fer.23.4. (See 1 Kings 10.9.)
So of oldinthe Wildernels, Pru’7%.20. Which Text of Scri-
prure we heard well improved in a Sermon on the like occafion
row Seven years apo, wherein it was faid, That that was the
Vhirgieth year currane that God had given us godly Magi-.
frrates 3 it fo; thists ihe Thirty fevench year currant, wherein
wihave enjoycu v snercy, Whereupo. ¢ was thien folemsiy
| D2 added
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added (by chat Reverend Servant of God who then Preached)
That the Sun fhines not upon an happier people then weare in- -
regard of this mercy: The Lord make us thankful forit, and
give us to know and prize. the things of our peace, and faich-
fully to adhere thereunto, (not medling with them that are
given to change) as alfo to love,honour;,and acknowledge thofe
that areand have been the Inftruments of our peice aud wel-
fare, as doth become us, 3 . | ’

3. Pray much for Rulers, that God may diffofe and affift
them to feek and promote your welfare, 1 7im.2. 1,2. (thatit
may be weli with us, thae we may enjoy welfare under their
Government) their work is great and weighty, and youare
concern’d cherein unfpeakably, [viz. to beInftrumental under
God of your whole welfare] and therefore you had nced to
pray hard for them. It wasa good fpeech of Bugenbagiss,
(apud Gerbard, de Magiftr. Polit. pag.924.) 83 tam prompii ¢
femus, &c. 1f we were but as forward to prey for Maﬁiﬁrates,-
as we are to cenfure and blame them, things wouid be better
with us then they are, - |

4.. Let people be friends and Helpers to their own welfare ,

~or every onein your feveral places feek the common good of

the whole, If Rulers are to feck the wellare of the people,
then furely people themfelves are not to prejudice or negle®
their own welfare. The Parient muft contribute Endeavours
towards bis owa healch,, as well as the Fhyfician, elle chere will
be but lictle good done, 1t is the Rulers work emineatly, as
his Place is more eminent ; butic is aifo the work of every one, -
according to the compafs of his capacity and opportunity, to

{eek the welfare of the place and people,where & among whom .

helives, 7er.29.7. Sothe Lord fpeaks to Cap.ives in Buabylon,
during the time of Gods patience with it, much more doth -
that duty liv on thofe that dwell in Zion, to feek the good and
the peace of the place, both by Prayer to God, and by all other
due means wickin their power. Love thy Neighbour, much
more a whole Community, a mulitude of thy Neighbours, is
ﬁ’j Lords charge to every one, A little more particu-
ALY, .

I Be
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1. Be fure (every particular perfon, I' now fpeak to even’
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them that are in private capacity.)’' #: :do o hart to Ifracl, (to " .
the Lords people among whom you live)  éither direitly, or”

indireftly , either wilfully or carele{ly : th .tis juft contraryto
fecking the welfare of the place and people where you live;
which is a Moral and great duty lying upon every Soul. Woe'
to that perfon, whofoever he be, that fhall -be a willing or'

blameable caufe of hurt or harm to the Lords people bere,~

- whom he that toucheth will be found to touch the Apple of bis'
Eje, Pfal.34.21.. When God called-A4brabam forth o foflow*
him in a way of Reformation, he gave that word along with®
him, Gen.12.3. and fo to faceb or Jfrael, Gen.27.29. and he”
did and will make it goed. If you love your Souls, take héed-
of touching Ifrarl o their hurt : yea even words thattend co-
the reproachor prejudice of the people of God, or Builders™
in ferafalem, is not a fmall matter, Neb.4.2,3,4,5. (fuch Im-
precations tell us, what will be the portion of fuch except they
repent, though not that o-dinary and privace Spirits fhould"
be forward ro with that it might be fo to particular per-
fons) They have provoked anger (Thee is notin the Hebrew).
irritated and raifed fpirits (by their Scoffs and Reproaches):
before, or in refpe& of the Builders, The words may carry:
that meaning. | \ |

2. Think it not enough to do mo ksrz, bur accordingto your
place and opportunity do good to Zfrael, to thatpart of itin’

fpecial in which the Lord hath caft you, Be willing to put forth”

_ thy feif for the publick good according to thy 7Talewr, Haft
thou Eftate which the Lord hath blefled chee wich, (and gorten, .
it may be,here under the thadow of the Government ?) let not
the Publick fulfer for want, when as thoun baitit by thee, Haft
thou Ability to ferve the Country any other way ? be ready”
thereunto: Do not onely pray, but put forth endeavinrs ac-
cording to capacity and opportunity for the peace and good of
Jerufalem  elfe you do but ddlly in praying, if you willdo
Nothing for it, Pfal.122.9. Seekitin the vfe of all due means,
A pwblick Spirit evenin a private perforis a precious thing

. & according to the compafs of his place o be rcady to do*

D3 fort
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for the common good, Could thg-Heatbcn- (the Rovwews and
others) -produgz fuch Sayifigs.as thele; Thar mam yvas wot born

for, bimfelf, but for bis Coxntry 5. Thasevento die for it s {meet :

Dilee & deccrums pro Patrid mori ; and boaft of thofe among

them that pra&ifed accordingly : and fhall Chriftians be {trar-

gers to fucha Publick Spirit, or be backward to att for the
common welfire. Here in Nebewiaks time cvery one fet his
hind to, to build up the Wall of Ferafaless, and the particaler
pe: fons and companies that did their parts therein, are to their
honoar recorded in the holy ftory, Neh.3. Oh thatis a pleafant
fight, iofeeall forts contributing to the Safety, Peace, Wel-
fare of Jerufalem, and joyning Heartsand Henis therein; Neb,

4.6, .Oh! have you a minde to build or to fave the Waii and

Voliare of ferufalm 2 Are you chrerfal | cordial, firward,

B

~ indefivions therein? notamdn to zak onely, but to werg when

Command is (as we fu‘) thar vie 2! ovg

\tﬁf:‘;ﬁiﬁt requires it,
" 3¢ Keep Order : keep in your -places, acknowledging and

- artending the Order thac God hath eftablithed in the place

where you livea Numb.2.2. the Ifraelites were commanded to.
pich every man by his owr Standard; the LXX. render it
v14 cilyuay Accordingtoorder v SO 1 Theff 4,11, AR ordirhy.
i youwould a& any thins for the publick weliure; leave :the.
gridance of che Ship to thofe that fit at Helm, ard are by God
and his people fe: iiere, and whom you are immediately Paced:
under : onely pray for chem. .Andif there bz place for an.o-
delt Suggeftion, tender i as becomes you, bux juitle not into

their Places, nor refufe te avquicfce in theic Carcluirons, This -

people of the 7ews after the Caprivity, we finde them ready
and willing to be ord=red by thofe the Lord fet over them
and by that means things went well, or when ougit was amifs
st found amendment, Fzra 19. 2,3.4.8.i2.14. Neh.§.12,13,
¢ 13. It was a foud. time-in Jfjackar, when:as, 1 Caren,
12 32, S o |

3, Tte third Branch of ihz Exhortation, Le:me flerk a
few words unto A4, to Ruic:'s ard People both togeLhier, The
| she toaim at, and be
fludious -of the common good; the, meal whu 17 5re of he,

'l:' L.
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Whole ; the Lines of evéry ones waves- and 3&ings fliould meet
in thatCemer. lnthe fepr of Godb= faithful and-careful htre.
in, And: this enid, let mc 2dde a few geheral’ Helps ind Di-
-reltions from the Word ot God, [luch -as-may concern boch
Rulers and People in their feveral capadities, though more emi-
reatly the former, as having the m:in Itroke in the Conduct
of Affuirs. | POt et e
- 1.’ Be fureto Gx updn a“righe Bufy, or- feutle apon a riphe
. Iatereft,. even the tructntete't of Chrilt Jefus ; £e.’Be found
.i5; and cleave to the wiy of -the Rile] the way of ‘Gods Word,
in thofe things efpecially thatvare of -publick ‘2nd general Cun-
cernment, Faithfully keep with God, and‘then he will be with -
you ; aswe well heard the laft Year, from'3°Chren.15.2. That
«therefore is che fure:and cerwin Wwayto wrlfare, Drat. 3. 29.
-In matters of * Religion and ‘Reéformacion ‘in a: fpécial’ man-
- per (which is' our- main Intereflt ) keepclofe-to'the right ey,
turn not from it to the righe hand or lefc ; “frot in thofe things
efpecially that concern your publick Profeffiss and Praftice in
-the fightof the World, Take heed of ‘Corruption here,
(¢1.) Do not wrong and marre an exceltent Work atd Pre-
fe/ffon, by mizing and'Weaving in fpurious Principles or'' Pra-
&ifes ; as'thofe of Separation,” Anabaptifm | MoreBian (Anar-
chical ) Confufion, and Licesiious Folerdticn. If any would
fecretly twilt in and efpoufe fuch things asthofe, and make-
them partof our Intereft, we muft n_eegs renounce it as nont
-of our Caufe, no part of the End and Defign of the Lords
faithfui Servants, when £y followed him into this Land that was
not fownm,. Separationand Asabaptifm are won.ed Intruders,
and feeming Friends, bui fecrer fatall Enemsies to Reformation ;.
as Pan/ inacafe not much unlike, 1 Cor.3.10—15. In this
Work here on foot, there was-a good Foundation laid, viz.
Chrit as the onely Law-giver in tis Church, and Reformation
defigned according to his Wili and Apo#alical partern | but take:
heed how you build cherevpon, 1f you thould buitd the Hay
and Sixbble of fuch chings as thofe, then verily (thoug: fincere
perfons will be faved, and che main of the Wark may be faved:
and revived ag [alt) yer verily fooner or later there'will come a

Fire:

;)
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Firve thavwill bwvw up this Siabble, and shen yoor poor Lea-
ders chat would have led -you the. right way, may be remem-
‘hred when &t is too late, - 1J0 not on pretence of swiding Cor- -
‘virprion, run into finful Separation from any of the true Chmr-
ches of God, (and what is:good thercin3 or from the Chil-
.dren of the Covenarit, Prize and bold faft the Covenant of
God toyou and yours, Keew}h(}od in his Covenant, and
walk up toit, andyoumay boldly truft him, God-All-fufici-
ent will keep you, If we will own Gods Covenant buc-for
one generauon oncly, (whenas Gen.17.7. the Covewant runs
to ws and onr [ecd afier usin their gemerations) now jultly may
the Lord tarry with us but for ewe gemeration, and then break.

- up houfe, and leave us to confufion, | )

~{z.) Oathe other hand, do nog fo avoid Separation, as to
neglek or picjudice Reformarion, The good old Non-Confer-
 miffs were very zcalous for Reformation, and yet alwayes fted-

fatt Enemies to Separation : thofe two may well confift, and
.they left us a good example therein,  Such chings as are or
have been known Corruprions in other Churches, it is no pare
of -finful Scparation, but a part of jult Reformarion to avoid
them, or refufe to propagate, pradide or continue them,
Chrift would ant feparate from (or caft off) the Zempl:, but
. he was zealous to pwrge the Temple, and fo thould we be,
Anditis our Errandinto the Wildernefs to ftudy and praé.fe
‘true Scripture- R:formation, and it will be our Crown (in the
fight of God and man) if we finde it, and Lold. it withoue
Adolterating atviations.  Ohfeek and keepit, and hold it faft,
Rew.3.15, To leave the Children of non-fcandalous Ortho-
‘dox Chriftians Unbaprized , will (I doubt nor) be one day
found a thing difplealing unto Jefus Chrilt, But on the other
hand, to Baptizeir: fuch 4 lax and ligentious way, as ferves
to drefs men in the Lizery, without bearing the Yoke of
Chrift; ¢ have his Nume upon them, with rejc&ion of lis
Government, this will not fur either the Principles of Refor-
mers, or the Rules of Seripince,  So though Rogid Severity
4n Admiflions to the Lords Yablcis to be avoided | yer to be
Jax and {light therew, to adiaic ali forts to full Cammnumon,
Ty
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or upon very {light Quelificatio=:, is againft the Peinciplesand -
- againft the Intereft of Reformation, Again, to pu: EleFiom -
of Chorch-Officers into che hands of Ail, [dhougli matters®
ought to.be fo unblameably carried, s none may have any
juit Objeltion aguinft the perfon Chofen, without /nacter of
fatisfaition given them) is fuch a piece of ruining Confufion,
as none of the Wayes or Models of Church-Goversmeent thit
-have been of any repute in the world, would -ever admit of,
That s an An lpttﬂ'it‘dl Taat-, Spanhem. pirpll(-l. Tbéﬁ‘)';.
Take heed of Extremes, and of paffing from one Extremeto
another, {or from flving from Papall or Prelatical Tyranny,
into Aforelian Aurczg which mans weaknefs is very aprio
- do. Prayand ftudy to find and keep the true Scripture-way,and
be not hurried fror it..on one hand or other, by the Devices _
of our cxmml;g Adverfary (Satan) whofe wiles we fhould nap .
beigaorantof, - - ” |
$o alfo in Civil Concernments, fix upona right Bafis, upoy ~
Foundations and Principles thac are Righteous and Rational,
and that will hold, asd let not one thing juftle our another,
But I forbear to meddie there, S -
- Inall avoid Irregular Extremes, and wilde Extravagancies .
be for fafeand fober Principles and Proétices. ft was a wife
mans Adotio, (Viz, Sit Nicholas Bacons) Medsocria Firma :
Things carried with Moderation and Mediocrity are firm and
ftable; Extremes foon run themfelves out of breath, tumbie-
down of themfeives, and fo end in Confution, -
3. Study Unity, (and tochagend Order ;) ie. Unityin the
Lord,and in his Truth and Fear. Uaity in Sin, Errour and Evil
is a piece of Hell, but Nnityin Peace and Righteoufnefs is na
Jitcle part of Heaven, and amain Ingrediencin a pec;les wel-
fare, Pfal.133.3.  To this end, o
(1.) Lerall that fear God heartily Waite inthe main, yea
all chat fear God will Unite therein : /,¢. in the main Concerne
ments both of things of Religion, and of the good of the
People. He that fears and loves God, will love his 7risd,
Jove his woord, (the Rule of Faithand Life) and love his po»
-~ plejand love their belt welfare; and the main Concernments ufl
| all




all thefe things are fo plain and palpable, as be that cordially
Joves them will (unlefs tranfported in a :mg of Temptation
which will not hold ) fee and clofe with them, 3nd unite
therein, | .

(2.) Let not them that Unire in the main, be difamised by
{efler Differences; but therein attend the means of Help, .and
be fec down by Order. _

i. Attend the Means of difcerning and finding our the right
way evenin leflér matters, and of agreeing thergin, Thereis
nothing fo little in the things of Religion, or of the pablick
welfare, (efpecially n matters of pra&ice, wherein we muft
of neceffity a& and pradife one way or other) as that we may
negle& it, or negle® our beft Endeavouyrs to finde it our, and
attend the minde of God therein, We muft set difregard
- the leaft of Gods Commandments, nor teach men fo to do, Mat.

5.19." Though the Points of Baptifm, Church-Order, and fuch
like, be not Fundamentals of Salvation, yer they are matters
of neceflary practice, (and of no fmall moment neither ).
wherein we ought to ufe all the means that God ‘hath ap-
pointed, and gives epportunity to know and do his Wiil, aod
~ to labour to.agree therein, that we may Emk the fame tbing,

1 Cor.1.10; « We fhou!” not think it a light thing to be of
“mary mindes, but diligently ufe the utmoft means to agree. .

2. If after the ufe of all Means, fome {maller apd leffer
Differences do remain, (as fome there will be while we dwéll
in the fleth) 4gree not to Difagree about them, byt to manage
them with Love and Meeknefs, Agree, 1fay, not in order to

Scparation, thatisa ftrange Agreement t0 agree t0 Divide and
Difunite, but in order to Union and Communion: aad in the
iffue, let Order carryit ; be fer down by Order, {ybmicting -
one to another inthe Lord, 1 Cor.14.32,33. Therecannotbhe
peace (buc confufion) if there be not an orderly fubjection one
to another. . |

You will fay thefe are but gemerals, It is not eafie to
fpeak morethen fo here: but yer they are fuch generals as

(1 humbly conceive ), admit an eafic application to particus
[gr;,.‘ R harabio Bl 4

j.Let



in Trenblefsme Tinies,

3. Letevery one take heed of Sin, and Rudy FHobimefz,and
pradical Piety, cr clofe walking with God, Prev.14.34. foel
3.17. Be anboly, and you fhall be an Lappy People, 1f -any
{in be [prowting up or gerting head, timely obferve &, and weed
it out of your Svuls, Churclies, Families, Towns, Country.
Let Minifters reprove in, and fpare not, Za.58.1. Let Magi-
Serares impartially punifh it, ‘and God forbid chac fhould ever
be found with us, as Amos 5. 10.) And let all forts of men
ftand up againt {in in their feveral places, and inall regulac
wayes, (for a diforderly ungrounded and ill- managed Zea/
often doth more hurt then good.) Keep out Sin, and that will

keep out Sorrow. Ifa.4.3,5. when ferw/alems remnant are-

holy, and thereby a beauty and glory 10 God, sher upon all that
glory thexe foall be a defence,  We in thefe places are eminently
obliged, and eminently edvantaged to bean holy people ; and

God expe®sit fromus : If we be not fo, we may expedt his \
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Rod, Ames 3.2, yetif we bear bis Rod, and beimproving of it |

unto holiriefs and amendment, he will not caft us off.

4. Inthis way (of regular -walking before God) put your
truft inthe Lord God dlmighty, Leph.3.12. Be bwmble and be-
lieving : Carry it humbly Before God and man , be not baughiy
becaufe of the holy Mouatain, nor in any other regard. I wifh
our whole courfe, garb and guife migt fpeak Humility 1:.d
Hwmiliation, in fo humbling a time as thisis. Carry.it 1n all
things as becomes a poor and afHi&ed people: Buc i you be
the people of God, and God Almighty be your God, - then put
your truftinhim. Pfal.62.8. that was the great duty of /frae/
in the Wildernels of old, and the want of that the great Con-
troverfie, Pfal.78.22. Never did God take perfon or people
into Covenant and near fellowfhip wicth himfelf, but he put
them upon this fooner or later, to venture all upon God, and
to relie upon his Mercy, Power and Yaithfulrefs, having no
other fring to their Bow but Faich in him : So Abraham and
facob often : fo Ifrael atthe Red-Sea, and in thé Wildernefs,
where they were called openly to «# and hve by Faith in the
fight of the world, both as to Prote&ion and Provifion, .nd
never was God known to fail a people, that in a way of we's-

E = doing
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doing did truft themfelves with him. We have fundry tintes
read of #eapons formed, but never of any hat. profpered againit
a Reforming people, and relying upon God. The ftory of Afa,
of fehohaphat, of Hezekiab may eafily be remembred, 2 Chrom.
14. % 20. ¢ 32.and of N:hemiab-alfo,Neb.4.11,15. & 6.16.
& foinrhe Promife, ffa.54.17. That denominarion| of a Reform-
ing people | may (i hope) in fome comfortable meafure be given
to this people. Reformationis that that we are engaged upon,
& are labouring in,though with much infirmicy and crouble,ard
fometime ready to fuy as they, Neb.4.10. yet the Workisin
" hand, and not quite given over : And thereisa defire to fear
Gods Name, and do his Will, as Nch.1.11. 1Eope the greateft
and fwaying part do fincerely fay, Zhy will be dine, though
through weaknefs. we cannot reach it ; e fhould not acfpife; as
Zech.4.10. God may chaften us for negles and faults, as he
did cher s wher. they were upon Reforming-work after the Ca-
- peivity~Hag. 1. -[And indeed there are fuch faults among us, as
do give matter of frar as well as bope-; 1 mean, fear of very
fore and fmart Chaltifemz=~ts : we have no -caufe to flatter our
felves, or to be fecure.] But yet God will be flow to caft off-
his poor people ; though he chaffen us, yet he will not kill us,
nor deftroy, but fave in the iffue, Pfal.118.18. and there-
fore we fhould be (low . to calt off our hope. Lay afide Secu-
. rity, and be awakened. (If there be things of moment amifs
amorg us, and we will ncithier mend, nor ewdeavosr itin gocd
earneft, burt it may be fall out with thofe that would mend as,
verily God will make us know that he is in good earneft, and
will not be dallied with ; itis a jealous God with whom we
haveto do) bur do nor lay afide your Hope and Faith. Yea,
whatever the Lord do with us; we. ought with humble reliance
on him, 10 leave our felves with him.  You that have Faith,
putitforth ; pray down, and selizve down Mercy for the Loxds
people, (all manner of mercy, preventing merey, reforming
mercy, pardoning fanflifying mercy, and delivering mevcy.) Thac
of Afu, Help ws, for we reft on thee, (2 Chron.i4.11.) is wont
to bring a good iffuc,

5, Laftly, Let every one be and do for God.and.for his
peeple




in Tronblefome Times.

people now, as they woald with to have done, when the great
Duay cf Account fhall come, . For God, and for Heg People, -
is the Motro of every gracious Soul, 2 Cor.5.13. amd he that

is indeed for God, is for his People, (thatis certain, 4 fob.§5.1.

¢ 4.20,21.) and doth fincerely feik their good and weltare, -

-y
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Why row hearken to this word, all you thac ftand before the -

Lo:d this day ; we muft ere long meet in a farre greater A/-

Jembly then this is, where we muit give Arconnt of our fpe.k-

ing, and of our hearing and doing ; when Chrift fpall breck_ ont .
of the Clewds, who 15 the omely Potemsare, King of kings, and
Lord of lords, and fit him down on the Throne of his Glory,and-

call all Nations, and us all before him; and- when it fhall be

faid, What you didto my Brerhren, to my People, Yea 1o the

leaf of thefe my Bretbren, youdid it unto me? and what good- ‘

you d.d nor do, what you neglc&ed, or had no heart, no affe-
&ion to do, nar courage 1o do for thefe, you did it mot to me
’ s ) )

Mat. 25.40.45. How will thefe chings Jook then?” when all-
worldly Interefts fhall be worth nothing ; when Eftates, and
YFriends, yea Crowns and Kingdomes fhall appear to be buc
peblle fomes, compar’d- wich one good look front Chrift Jefus !

Willit not then bea comfort to have foughe the welfare of the

children of Ifrael ? and will it not then be more bitter and -
terrible then many deathis, notto havedere it, or to have done

the contrary thereunto? Whatthe Apoltle fuich to Ecclefi-

aftical, 1 may fay to Civil Rulers, 1 Pet.§5.2,4. Feed and rule

tke Lords people, and feek cheir good inthe incegricy of your -
Learts, and when the chief Skepterd, ard cli:f Ruler fall”

cppear, then [ball yow receive a Crown of (m? tha: fadeth nat
away! And foall the people of God in your fevera! places, the

Lord is with you, while you be with tim ; as we cxcellently
heard the laft year : and it you bewith him, you muft and wiil-
be with and for his people; vea chiufe to [rffer off:clion With
them , if that be their condition, as Affis did, Hb.11.25.
And you will every one fay,as you fuinstimes had chat word on

fuch a day as this,fweetly lefc with you b rhar faihful N 2tpaniel

now with God, Pjal.122.8. Forwn Biairen, and companiovs

(ake , I.will now fay to Perslulems, Peace be witin ther: onld

becanfe
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éerity; . BmthaeSpiric and way perfift, a& and walk in your
feveral places, and bold en therein dgainft all Tempradions, i
faith and love thromgh Chriff fefws: And at ibar day, whes
every Cup of cold wazer to a Difciple fhall be rovarded; when
the boufe of Onefiphorme foull be yewsewbred . wien every a& of
_loveto the faichfal fhall be honourably acknowledged : Then
fhall yoa ffand in the Congregation of the righteoms, (in the
fame company then, that yoa cleave unto now) Awdshe Lord
the Righteows Fudge foall give you 4 Crows of Righteinfuefs,
asd snio all thas loOe bic aypearing,






