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ADVERTISEMENT.

THE Author has been informed, by a Triend, 2% a {ermon, publithed
by the Rev. Dr. Ersxing, of zdinburgh, preached on occafion of the
death of the late Dr. “ris334¥ RossrTsoN, and on the fame vest, has
fome coincidence in its plad with the following difcourfe. He mentions
this cuiasidesce ot with the. sicw of fuggefling a companif> between
any performance of that veacrabic and diftinguifhed Divine and a fmall
hafty produdtion of hnown}whxchonlybecameanobje&ofmmn
from its fubje® ; but, merely to give himfelf an opportunity of obviating
;afymon,bydechnng which he does moit explicitly, that he had gevey
{cen De-Ersxing's difcourfe, nor heard a fyllable of its plan or ‘coz
tents, until after the following was delivered, sgd the larger part of &
sranfcribed and ‘icnt to the Printer.
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e —— S ——

1 CERONICLES XXiX. 12.

—And in thine kand it is 1o make great.

GREATNESS is a relative term. It is ufed in
different fenfes, according to the object to which
it is applied. 'When applied to material obje&s, it
is intended. to exprefs large extent, or magnitude.
When wufed with reference to the human cha-
raler, or in any :ntelleGtual or moral fenfe, it has
a figurative meaning, and impiies diftinguifhed
power, dignity, or exceilence. In comparifon with
the infinite and eternal God, no created being can
be called great. In his glorious prefence thc higheft
angels vail their faces, and are chargeable with
comparative folly. Much lefs, with reference to
him, can any appellation of this kind be applied
to man—a being lower than the angelic hofts—a
worm of the duft, who, before Jehoyah, muft
confefs himfelf to be nothing, and lefs tian nothing,
and vanity. But comparing one race of creatures
with another; or, more particularly, comparing in-
dividuals of mankind with their fellow men, we
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may, without impropriety, {peak of them as great
or good, when, of the limited portion of excellence
of which their nature admits, they poffefs an un-
common share. For this ufe of terms we have the
example of many paflages of fcripture, and efpe-
cially of that which 13 now under confideration.
Dawvid, the fervant of God, was equally diftin-

guithed as a monarch and a faint. His zeal for
the worthip of God led him to conceive the plan
of ere&ting a {plendid temple to his name: and,
although he was not permitted to execute this
plan himfelf, nor to fee it accomplithed in his day ;
yet, in conformity to the divine direction, he made
large preparation for 1t before his death, and placed
the bufinefs in fuch a train as rendered -the execu-
tion of it a more gafy tafk for his fon and fucceffor.
In making this preparation, the king contributed
largely of his own property; and, after having:
done fo, to the extent of his ability, he called
upon the great men and princes of the land to do
the fame. They complied with his requeft, with a
degree of promptitude, willingnefs, and liberality,
which evinced that they pofiefied a large portion
of the fame {pirit which animated their mafter. It
was on receiving this liberal contribution from the
princes of the land, tuat David offered up to God
the humble and grateful acknowledgments of which
our text is a part.  Z7ine, O Lord, fays he, is e
greatnefs, and the power, and the glory, and the vic-
tory, and the majefly. Both rickes and honours come
of thee; and in thine hand is power and might; and
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in thine hand it is to make great, and 1o give firength
unto a/l.
It would be eafy to Ihew, in the {pirit of our
text, that every {pecies of greatnefs, whether in
the natural, moral, or political world, comes from
God. But inftead of entering on this wide field,
I fhall confine myfelf to the confideration of that
nefs which is fometimes beftowed on man. It
fhall, therefore, be my obje&, in the prefent dif-
courfe, to fhew, THAT WHEN ANY OF THE CHIL-
. DREN OF MEN BECOME GREAT, IT 1s Gop wHo
MAKES THEM $0; and then to apply the fubje&
to that 1LLusTRIOUS CHARACTER, for the lofs
of whom our country mourns.

The general truth of the propofition contained
in our text will not, I prefume, be difputed by
any who are now prefent.  To a chriftian audience
it cannot be neceflary to prove, that God is the
{fource of all exiftence, the giver of every faculty,
and the author of all promotion. He made us, and
not we ourfelves, and the infpiration of the Almighty
gave us underflanding. He doth his will and pleafure
in the armies of heaven, and amoug the inhabitants
of the earth. Promotion cometh ncither from the eaft,
nor from the weft, nor from the fouth; but God is the
Judge ; ke putteth down one, and fetteth up another.
Inftead, therefore, of dwelling on thefe plain and
. elementary principles of religion—inftead of going
about formally to prove, that God is the fource of
all human greatnefs, which an aflembly of believers
¢an never, for a moment, doubt; I fhall rather




tequeft your attention, while I endeavour to point
aut fome of the various methods in which he makes
men great, and the means by which be ordinanly
accomplithes their exaltation.

As human greatnefs is of different kinds, and
appears under a variety of afpefs; fo the means
which infinite Wifdom ufes to raife men to it
are alfo different. Sometimes Ais patk, with re-
{peét to them, s in the deep waters, and his footfieps
are not known. At other times his manner «f coii-
ducting their advancement is more perceptible and
plain. Let us humbly attempt to take fuch 2
view of fome of thefe methods, as may lead us
more diligently to ftudy, and more devoutly o
admire the ways of Providence.

I. God fometimes makes men great, by confer-
ring upon them the advantage of diftinguifhed and
honowrable birth. 'This we are particularly led to
notice by our context. For we there learn, that
the liberality which the royal Pfalmift acknowledges
in the paffage before us, was difplayed by z4¢ Chiefs
of the Fathers, and by the Princes of the tribes of
Ifrael. Thole diftinctions of birth which are
founded upon an kereditary nol.lity, and upon the
{fyftem of privileged orders, in general, are happily
unknown in our land. I fay happily, becaufe
whatever advantages fuch diftinctions may be fup-
pofed by fome to produce, they are generally ac-
knowledged to be alfo productive of multiplied
curfes, wherever they exift. To be defcended from
the truly great, and the really virtuous, 1s, indeed,
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an honour; but to be able to claim a defcent from
thofe whofe elevation 1s merely artificial and titu-
lar, is an honour only in the eftimation of frivolous
minds. In fa&, fuch nominal exaltation, when
confidered alone, 1s fo far from fhedding a real
glory around the charater to which it belongs,
that it rather ferves to render littlenefs more con-
temptible, and frailty or vice more odious. Still,
however, God has been pleafed to permit, in the
arrangements of human fociety, that birth ifhould
be the foundation of one {pecies of eminence. . And
where this eminence is wifely improved, like every
other difpenfaticn of Providence, it may be mad
an inftrument of accomplifhing much good, bott
to the poffeflor and to the world.

When, therefore, the Creator brings men intc
exiftence with this ditin&tion, and under thefe
advantages, he may be faid to make them great,
becaufe he places them in a confpicuous and re-
{fponfible fituation. He gives them a weight in
fociety, in addition to that arifing from their per-
fonal dignity, which they are bound to afe for
his glory and the general happinefs. In propor-
tion as they are raifed above their fellow men, their
means of ufefulnefs become more numerous and
extended; their virtues become more precious,
from the force of elevated example; their vices
more poifonous, from the allurng form in which
they are exhibited ; and their whole charater more
important and operative in its relations, by means

of the artificial power with which it is invefted.
B
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It 75 {carcely neceffary to add, that this is the
loweit kind of greatnefs with which human beings
can be endowed; not only becaufe it is merely
nominai; but alfo, and chiefly, becaufe it may, in
general, be faid to be lefs conneéted thanany other
with perfonal excellence. It is an elevation of which
the wife and the foolifh, the righteous and the
wicked are equally made to partake; and, there-
fore, is of fuch a nature, as that, while it lays thofe
who poflefs it under peculiar and folemn cbliga-
tions, it takes away all pretext of glorying in them-
{elves. .
- II. God fometimes rnakes men great, dy giving
them a large portion of this world's goods. It isan
old, and a jult maxim, that ¢ wealth is power.”
It gives thofe who potlefs it an importance in fo-
crety, and a capacity for ufefulnefs, which, when
properly improved, are ineftimably precious. When
God makes men rich, he places them in a high
ftation. He gives them an influence over their fel-
low men. He furnifhes them with the means of
promoting happinefs on an extenfive {cale. It was
doubitlefs this, among other fpecies ¢ greatnefs,
which the Pfalmi& had in view in auttering the
words of our text. The chiefs of the fathers, and
the princes of the tribes of Ifrael, wer: great by
reafon of their rickes as well as their Acnours. It
was on account of this diftinétion that their pious
monavch called upon them to kononr the Lord witl
their fubfiance; and it was, probably, with refer-
ence to them, that he acknowledged the hand of
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God in making grest, and in giving firength unto
men.

- When, therefore, the Supreme Difpofer of all
things beftows on any of our race a large fhare of
this world’s goods, he may be faid to make them
great, provided he alfo beftow upon them an heart
to ufe his gifts with a noble generofity. For, let it
be remembered, that mere wealth, without a dif-
pofition to gnakz that ufe of it which 1ts Giver de-
figned, does nct conftitute greatnefs in the esti-
mation of the wife and the good. On the con-
trary, the rich mifer is, of all chara&érs upon carth,
and in the view both of God and man, amopg the
moft defpicable and mean. There is a littlenefs in
his charaéter to which the moft impoverifthed fa-
vage is incapable of finking., It 1s only to thofe
who have joined to wealth, 2 benevolent and gene-
rous [pirit, that the true elevation refulting from
property belongs. T..cre feems to be an allufion
to this principle in the prayer of David before us.
It is probable, that in calling the princes and chief
men of the land great, he had a refpe®, not only
to the exient of their pofleffions, but alfo to that
noble elevation of mind which had prompted them
to dedicate a large portion of their wealth to the
worfhip and glory of their Almighty Benefattor.

III. God inakes men great, in a ftill higher
fenfe, by beffowing upon them difiingusfhed intellec-
tual alents. By his powers of intelligence and rea-
fon, inan is raifed above the brutal tribes. By his
capacity of comparing, diftinguifhing, and com-
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bining ideas, and of knowing, ferving, and enjoy-
ing G od, he 1s placed a lzitle lotver than the angels,
and crowned with glory and honour. The {malleft
portion of this inteiletual power has a degree of
dignity and greatnefs annexed te 1t, which far ex-
ceed all the fplendouss of material magnificence.
Wher we compare mind with body, or mental
attivic, with mere 1nert matter, the former claims
a {uperiority of the higheft and moflt important
kind. |

Rut, as our Creator has formed different orders
of intelligent beings, {o he has made beings of the
fame order to differ among themfelves. To {fome
ke has given {mall talents; to others greater and
more powerful. On thofe whom he defigns to em-
ploy in confpicuous {tations, and to make the in-
ftruments of extenfive good to the world, he ufu-
ally confers talents of a peculiar and diftinguifhed
kind. He caufes them to pofiefs, in an eminent
degree, acutenefs, of perceptlon, ingenuity of co:-
bination, force of reaxomng, and accuracy and
foundneis of Juuguxcuu T hele C.&aucd minds re«
ceive and deferve the name of great, becaufe their
powers and their activity are extended. They have
eniarged and comprehenfive views. They are capa-
ble of great undertakings. They are qualifiec to
atchieve {fublime enterprizes. Tothem, in general,
belong the deep inveftigations, the {piendid difco-
veries, and the wife improvements, which adorn
and elevate the charater of man. And to them
pertains the high prerogative of being ftudicd and
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adinired by mullions who never faw their faces in
the fleth; and of entertainiag and enlightening, by
the efforts of their ¢ cnius, diftant nations and ages.

1t ought, however, to be obferved, and to be
bern in mind, that true greatnefs does not coafift
{fo much n brilliancy of talex's, ssin folidity, firength,
and perfeverance of inteliectinal character. It 1s not
the rapid and noify ftream, but the decp, mayettic,
and folemn, which carries all before it. It 1s not
the dazzling meteor, which aftonifhes by the ve-
locity of its movements, and affrights by the glare
and the iound of its corufcations; but it is the
fteady, {erene, and regularly revolving luminary,
that enbightens the world. Who that rcads the
memoirs of a S#//y will not pronounce him to have
been a far greater man than Servin, that prodigy,
and even moniter of talerts, whoie charaer he
has recorded. The powers of the latter, indeed,
were {plendid to a degree hittle fhort of miracu-
lous; but they were perverted, proftituted, and
ulclefs to the world. But the genius of the for-
mer, {ublime in its views, practical in its tendency,
and perfevering 1n its exertions, was continually
planning and executing the nobleft enterprizes;
and thus was made the inftrument of difpenfing
countlels bieffings to his country, and to mankind.

1V. God makes men great, &y producing occafrons,
and difpofing events in fucl a manner as to rall fortl
aid difplay their talents. It 15 an old and familiar
maxim, that ¢ occafions make men.”  If by this
maxim be meant, that a fortuitous concourfe of
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;autes, without ihe interference of any defigning
agent, creates and raifes up diftinguithed charac-
ters, it 1s undoubtedly a fentiment replete with im-
piety. Butif it be underftood to mean, that the
Governor of the univerfe makes ufe of great and
interefting occafions, to roufe, to expand, and to
exhibit the faculties which he has beftowed, thereis
every reafon to {uppofe, both on the principles of
philofophy and religion, that the maxim is juft.

It 1s certainly true, thatin order to make a great
figure on: the political, military, or {cientific ftage,
there muft be preparatory circumftances, happy
occafions, and 2 favourable coincidence of events.
What would all the learning and wif{dom of the
moft profound civilian avail him or the world, if no
opportunity were afforded him of putting them in
pra&tice, or of bringing them, by fome means, mnto
public view? How could the mioft fplendid mar-
tial talents raife the charater of their poflefior, if
his lot were caft in a fealon of tranquillity and
peace? In fuch a cafe they muft terminate in
abortive wifhes, and ufelefs defigns. Great powers
can only be difplayed when great exigencies pre-
fent a field on which they can a&k. Now great
exigencies can happen but feldom ; and, therefore,
thofe qualities which are moft worthy of being ad-
mired and efteemed by mankind, often lie hid-
den, like the treafures of the undifcovered mine.
The foot pafles over the golden cavern, as upon
common ground, until neceflity or accident breaks
1t open, and difclofes its precious riches.  Hence
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there can be little doubt, but that multitudes,
whofe iives have glided away in an ufelefs tenor of
{loth and obicurity, might have been highly diftin-

guithec, and eminently ufeful, if an opportunity

had prefented for the exertion of their powers.

Pull many a gem of pureft ray ferene,

'The dark unfathom'd (aves of ecean beary
Full many a flow'r is born to bluth unfeen,
.And wafte its fweetnefs on the defert air.*

When God, therefore, defigns to raife up a great
man, he difpofes occafions and incidents in a pro-
per train for the purpofe. He makes thefe inci-
dents to operate on the mind of the future hero;
and the mind of the hero again, by a kind of moral
re-altion, to give increafing greatnefs and intereft
to the fzenes in which he participates. Hence both
may be faid, at least in certain ftages of their pro-
grefs, mutually to ftand in the relation of -caufe
and effe& to each other. Thus, the age in which
men are brought into the world, the circumftances
of their education, the company into which they
are thrown, and the events which daily take place
around them, may all contribute to form and
ftrengthen the mind. They may, and doubtlefs do,
frequently operate as fo many caufes to generate
talents, to give the talte and views an elevated di-
rection, and to impart dignity and energy to the
whole character.

Who that reads the hiftory of Aevender, docs
not fee that, humanly {peaking, he weuld have

* Grav.

A eetreps e tmareonm—
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lived and died unknown, beyond the bounds of 4
{fmall diftn&, had not the atchievements of his
father Philip, and the leflons of his preceptor Ari/-
totle, fired his ambition; and had not the divifions
and the weaknefs of Perfia prefented an eafy road
to conqueft and glory? Who that traces the ca-
reer of the emperor Juflinian, from the rank of a
private {oidier, till he afcended the imperial throne,
can refrain from admirig the myfterious ways of
Providence, or can doubt, for a monient, that pro-
motion is affected by the power of the Moft High ?
Had God caft the lot of the illuftrious Gharles of
Germany in other tinies, or ina different {phere; had
other: princes {at upon the neighbouring thrones;
or had the period of his reign been lefs diftracted
and critical, would he not, 1n all probability, have
fallen filently and unnoticed down the ftream of
time?” Nay, to mention a ftill more ftriking and
familiar inftance, had the noble enthufiafm in fa-
vour 'of American Independence burft forth but
half a century carlier or later; or had our glorious
emancipation from Britain been accomplithed with-
but recurring to arms; is there not évery reafon to
believe, that the REAT MAN, whole death we de-
plore, and whole memory 1s embalmed in the
hearts of a grateful people, would have been, to the
end of lus hfe, nothing more than a refpetable
farmer ia Virginia?

But God sot only ufes great and {pl lendid occa-
fions, as means of conducting men to eminence. In
his hands the finalleft are fometimes made produc-
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tive of fimilar effe&ts.  Difpenfations of Providence
which, at firft view, appear trifling, often de-
cide the purfuits in which men engage; and thefe
purfuits are made, by the fame infinite wifdom, to
difclofe the latent energies of the foul; to ftimulate
into action the languid powers; to awaken a genius,
which, without fuch events, might have flumber-
ed for ever. If we tracc the career of fome of the
greateft men who have ever lived, we fhall find,
that they were raifed by unexpelted means ta
eminence ; and that events, apparentiy fmall, were
made tp accomplith their exaltation. How often
has an accidental interview, of which no confe-
quences were forefeen ;—a paffing civility, by which
nothing extraordinary was 1ntended ;—or a matri-
monial alliance, from which no material advantagg
was expeéted ;—how often have trivial events of
this kind led to the advancement of mien. from
private life, to the throne of empire, and to the
command of millions |—Who that calculated on
the principles of human wifdom, could have fore:
feen, that a little domeftic difcord would prove the
firft link 1n a chain of caufes, to advance Fofepk
from obfcure retirement to the ftation of chief ruler
over the land of Egypt? Who that followed the
ftripling Devid, when fent by his father on a hum-
ble errand to the Ifraclitith army, would have im-
agined, that this youthful thepherd was to be led,
by fuch a tranfient vifit, to become the deliverer
of his countrymen from the proud Philiftines, and
aftcrwards an ornament of tihe Jewith throne?

C
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And, to defcend to more modern times, how fin-
gular and unforefeen the means by which the great
William, whom Britain ftiles her de/iverer, gained
the fovereign power of that kingdom! And how
{mall, and apparenily unimportant, the incidents
by which the Emprefs Catharine rofe, from the
loweft poverty, to wield the {ceptre of the Rufhas'
Thefe, and a thoufand fimilar inftances of daily
occurrence, prove, that in the hands of God, not
only weak things of the world can be made to con-
Sound the mighty, and foolifh things of the world to
confound the wife, and things that are not, to bring
to nought things whick are; but alfo, that inftru-
ments the moft feeble, and circuir.ftances fcarcely
thought worthy of notice, can be made to infpire
with wif{dom, to clothe with power, and to conduét
to the higheft celebrity and honour.

V. God makes men great, by giving them the
affections and the confidence of their fellow men. A
incn may be endowed with great talents—may be
enriched with large pofleflions—and may be called
to a 2 confpicuous part on the ftage of human
lite, and yet be confiderably defeCtive in fome of the
attributes of greatnefs. If he cannot obtain the
refpect and attachment of thofe around him, he
fails in an important point. ¢ The perfetion of
“glor~,” fays a great and admired heathen,*
< confifts in thefe three particulars, that the people
“ love us, that they have confidence in us, and

¢ CicERo,
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«« that being affeGted with a certain adiniration to-
s¢ wards us, they think we deferve to be honoured.”
Though this {entiment proceeds upon principles in
{ome degree erroneous, and, therefore, cannot be
adopted, in all its extent, by a chnftian, yet it
doubtlefs contains a mixture of truth. To attain
the veneration ard love of our fellow men, 1s an
important ingredient in earthly greatnefs. It is
true, indeed, that fome of the greateft and beft
men who have ever lived, were, almoft wholly,
deftitute of it; but would they not, probably,
have been greater and more ufeful had they pof-
fefled this hold on furrounding minds? Repu-
tation, in a ftill higher {enfe than wealth, i1s power;
and a kind of power highly defirable, whether we
have a refpect to our own happinefs, or to the effi-
cacy of our fervices to others. A4 good name, fays
Solomon, #s rather to be cholin than great riches, and
loving favour rather than filver or gold.
Accordingly, when it 1s the will of God tc make a
man great, or an inftrument of doing extenfive good
to the world, he ufually gives him the hearts and
the confidence of thofe around him. He fo orders
events, that his actions fhall appear in a wife and
dignified point of light, and {o controuls the affec-
tibns of men, that they fhall view all his condué
through a favourable medium. This popularity,
when duly improved, has the beft effeds. It is
ufeful to thofe who poflefs it. It 1s, at once, a
guard to virtue, and an excitement to duty. A
confcloufnefs that the eyes of the world were di-
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:&ed toward them, ard the confidence of the
jorld repofed in them, has animated the patriot—
as fired the hero—and has given nfe to {ome of
he moft {plendid and ufeful enterprizes that were
ver atchieved. PBut public confidence, while it
requently produces happy effeéts on thofe who
offefs it, is ftill more important with reference to
hieir ufefulnefs in the world.  The {phere of their
nfluence 1s enlarged, in preportion to the degree
n which they enjoy the good opinion of the com-
nunity in which they refide.  Men liften with a
wiliing ear, and with favourable prepoffeffions, to
a teacher whom they honour. Their affeGionate
attachment adds weight to his example, and gives
authority to his counfel. Hence his exertions to
do them good are more effc&ual than thofe of
others, becaufe they enter with readinefs into the
ipirit of his plans, and cheerfully co-operate with
him 1n his benevolent labours.—Seldom has any
pecpie {een a more illuftrious inftance than we have
witnefled, of the influence of 2 BELOVED NAME
on the public mind. We have feen it unite the
affc&ions and the counfels of thofe who would, 1n
all probability, have been otherwife divided. We
have {een it, morc efficacious than the exertions
of official power, reprefs the murmurings, calm the
fears, and conciliate the confidence of the difcord-
ant and dcfponding in the moft trying times.

VI. Laftly, God makes men great, by adorning
thetr hearts with wirtue and holinefs.  Tlls 1s the
topftone of the edifice of human promotion, with-
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out which the whole ftructure 1s imperfe&. Let
a man poffefs all the talents, the wealth, and the
honours which a human being can enjoy, o which
a grateful people can beftow; yet if his bofom do
not expand with benevolence, and his heart do not
refle¢t the moral image ot his Creator, Zeke/ muft
be written upon all his greatnefs. What the hght
and the genial warmth of the {un are to the natural
world, the beauty of holinefs 1s to the {foul. It theds
a glory over all the faculties of man. It forms that
arvinity of nature which renders rational beings like
God; and which conftitutes their fitnefs for the
pure joys of his prefence.

It muft be allowed, indeed, that many of thofe
whom the world has called great, and who, ir fome
refpets, deferved the name, have been deftitute
of this moit noble of all diftin¢tions. Their am-
bition was wholly feifith. Their views, though
comprehenfive, were terminatcd by the prefent
ftate. Their ativity was rather a curfe than a
blefling to mankind. The characters of the moft
mighty conquerors, when viewed through a proper
medium, exhibit a degree of moral debafement,
from which humanity, to fay nothing of religion,
tarns away with abhorrence and thame. The wt-
moft with of that great heart, for which the whole
carth did not afford fufhicient cbjects of conquett,
was, after all, to be praifed by the Athenians. And
the Cefars and Pompeys of our race have waded to
alory through the tears and the blood of their fel-
low men.
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But when the Supreme Difpofer cf all things
defigns to raife men to the higheft pinnacle of great-
nefs, he adds to every other fpecies of elevation that
{ublimity of virtue which fanétifies talents; that
- difintercited benevolence which gives a dignity to
the chara&er; and that transformation of the whole
man nto the image of God, which raifes the foul
from carth to hcaven. Man never appears 1 fo
truly ngd'e and honourable a point of view, as
when his faculties are direted to their proper ob-
jedts, and all his powers confecrated to the divine
work of doing good. The hero in virtue s as much
fuperior to the hero 1n conqueft as the heavens are
higher than the earth, or as light excelleth darknefs.
How hittle did a Darins, an Aprippa, and a Nero,
appear in companionwitha Daxier and a Pavs,
even when thele holy men were ftunding "2 bonds
before them! How much does the character of an
How arD nife above the moft powerful monarch, or
the moft renowned deftroyer of his {pecies, 1n all his
glory! Todevife and execute plans for leflening the
miferies, and promoting the happinefs of man, was
his meat and Jus drsuk. For him no tears flowed but
the tears of gratitude and love. For him the lips
of the widow, the fatherlcfs, and the prifoner, were
opened in fecret benediction. And future gencra-
tions fhall rife up and call him blefied.

Such 1s the greatnefs of him whofe underftand-
ing 1s enlightened with divine knowledge, and
whofe heart 1s warmed with holy love. His ta-
Ients are no longer devoted to tiie nurrow plans of
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{elfifhnefs, but move in a wider {phere, and com-
mand a more extenfive horizon. His ambition,
lately confined to temporal aggrandiicment, now,
takes an higher aim.  Inftead of temporal weaith
and honours, he feeks heavenly treaiures, the ap-
probation of God, and the honour of advancing
his glory.  Inftead of thirfting atter conqueft and
deftru&ion, his bujom 1s animated with the noble
defire of promoting univerfal happinefs. His be-
nevolence, no longer bounded by names or tern-
tory, embraces the whole family of God. His
hopes, inftead of terminating in the purfuits of
earth, rife to the moft noble, {ublime, and excel-
lent obje@s in the umiverfe.  And his enlarged fout
can now be f{atisfied with nothing, as his fupreme
good, but 1nfinite excellence, and an eternal weight
of glory.

I have thus attempted, brethren, to lay before
you a brief fketch of fome of the various means
by which God raifes men to diftinétion and great-
nefs  To fill up the outline which has been given;
by a more particular recurrence to details and in-
itances, muft be left to yourr own meditations. In
the mean time, I would requeft your attention to
a few of the numerous practical leffons which this
{fubje@ fuggefts to the {erious mind.  The follow-
ing are obvious and important : "

1. If the doftrine which has been delivered be
juft, then great ineu have no reafon to glory in
themfclves; nor are others at hberty to fet them
up as 1dols. o made them to differ from others ?
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and what have they that they did not receive 2 I,
therefore, they have received all they poffefs, why
Jhould they glory as if they had not recerved it 2 The
truth is, the doétrine of our total dependence on
God, for our exiftence, and for every power and
enjoyment connected with it, removes, at one
firoke, all ground of pride and felf-confidence in
man. The moft ingenious, honcurable, and ex-
alted, are nothing more than JeEwovawn’s inftru-
ments: and, therefore, to HIM is ultimately due
all the honour of their great and good actions. In
contemplating, then, the virtues and fervices of
diftinguifhed men, it becomes us to adopt the lan-
guage of the infpired Plaimift: From thee, O Lord,
both riches and honours come; and in thine hand is
power and might, and iu tiiue hand it is 1o make
great, and to give flrength unto all.  Not unto us, not
#unto us, but unto thy name be the glory!

2. Isittrue that it belongsto Ged to makegreat ?
Then when thofe who have been raifed to high
diftintion, and made eminently ufeful in the
world, are taken away, we are taught, by this doc-
trine, not to indulge 1n anxiety or defpair. The
fame God who raifed them up, who girded them
with ftrength, who infpired them with wifdom, and
who fitted them for the {phere in which they moved,
full lives, and will forever live. He can qualify
others, at his pleafure, to take their places, and to
act 1n the various exigencies which may arife.  For
every crifis which occurs 1n human affairs, he has
his infinitely wife plan laid, and his inftruments
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prepared, to'do his will, in every part of the {cene.
And from even ftocks and ftones he can raife up
agents ta accomplifh his purpofes.  Brethren, how
confoling the thought that we live under the go-
vernment of fucha God! What though the ab-
je€ts of our admiration and love be taken away?
What though inftruments ou which our hopes were
placed, be unexpectedly removed from the ftage?
The Lord reigneth, let the earth rejoice, let the mul
litude of ihe z/les be glad thereof ! 3

3. If the view which has been given of this {ub-
Je€t be juft, then how awfully refponfible is the fitu-
ation of thofe whom God has nade great!* Unto
whomfoever much is given, of them will muck be re-
quired ; and to whom God has committed much, of them
will ke ajk the more. 1 fpeak to all fuch within my
hearing—-to the rich, the ingenious, the learned,
and the honourable. Ye great ones of the earth!
your Creator has made you eminent among mep.
He has put into your hands many talents. He has
givert you a weight in fociety, and aninfluence over
thofe around you, which enable you to do extenfive
good, and to bring a Jarge fum of glory to his
name. And let me remind you, that for the ufe
which you make of all thefe advantagcs, ke will
bring yoi into judgment. What improvement, then,
are you making of your diftinctions and yopr
talepts? Dreadful, indged, will be y.ou_r repk.on«.»

. This mfcrence, though in the ongmal copy, was omnttcd i Jch-
vering the difcourfe, as were ‘fcvcral preceding and fubfequcnt para-
graphs, for want of time. :

D»
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ing, if you be found, either to have buried them
infloth and 1nattion, or to have perverted thern to
the ‘unhaliowed purpofes of fin. In fuch a cafe,
better had it been for you to creep through life
with the moft obfcure and mean of your fpecies;
or rather that you had never been born. Be intreat-
ed;, then, to confider the defign for which you were
raifed to eminence, and the obligations which it
lays upon you. Study to be great in virtue, in
holinefs, in zeal for the glory of God and the pub-
lic good, as well as in the objets of temporal pur-
fuit. Thus will your elevation prove a blefling to
yourfelves and to mankind. Thus will the tran-
fient honours of earth be but introductory to higher
honours—to the fceptres and thrones of glory re-
ferved for the juft, in a better country, that is, an
heavenly.

4. This fubje& teaches us to honour thofe
whom God makes the inftruments of great good to
the world: - When he honours them, 1t is our duty
to do the fame: and if, in doing this, we a& un-
der the impreffion, and upon the principle, that
they are his infuuments, we ultimately glorify him
thereby. |

And here permit me to apply the fubje& on
which we have been meditating, to the chara&er
of that 1LLUsTRIOUS MAN, on account of whofe
death the emblem of forrow fhrouds this facred
defk, and for the lofs of whom we behold the fin-
gular {petacle of a natton mourning.

It 15 not my intention, brethren, to fubje& you
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to the pain of hearing the language of fervility and
adulation with refpet to this venerable Perfonage. *
To fay nothing of other confiderations, fuch lan-
guage would be peculiarly inconfiftent and unfea-
{fonable after the do&rine which has been delivered.
But I truft it will be unneceflary to prove, before
this andience, that we are called, in duty, to take
a particular notice of this folemn difpenfation of
Providence. It is our happinefs, and our boaft,
that we live under a government in which the
voice of the people is the fupreme law; and, there-
fore, the approbation and applaufe of this voice,
fhould be offered as the reward of long and faithful
fervices to the people. Let 1t never be faid that
republicans are ungrateful. Let us teftify, by our
conduct, that we perceive the difference between
the oftentatious pomp and mockery of grief, which
attend the demife of tyrants; and the ardent {pon-
taneous affection with which a grateful people can
cherith and honour the memory of a patriot and
benefaltor.

You will not confider me, in the prefent dif-
courfe, as attempting to draw, at full length, the
charater of this diftinguithed Man. This is a tafk
which, as it would be too arduous, is alfo, happily,
unneceflfary. The record of his virtues and his
fervices, 1s fo deeply imprefled on-your hearts ; his
great actions form fo fplendid an obje& in our hif-
tory; and the bleflings flowing from them to his
country are fo numerous and extenfive, that I am
perfuaded the feelings of your hearts, this day,
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form his beft eulogium. But you will indulge me
"while I endeaveur, in a few fentences, to recal to
your view fome of thofe confiderations, which de-
mand a tribute of gratitude and refpeét to his me-
mory from the Atherican people.

Our beloved and deplored W AsHINGTON was,
emphatically, A M2~ wWHoM GOD HAD MADE
crREAT. Without the tinfel ornament of titled
nobility—without the advantage of what is called
diftingunifhed and honourable birth, he was. raifed
by the Governor of the world to.a degree of great.
nefs, of which the hiftory of than has furnifhed
but few examples. He was-not, indeed, endowed
with thofe brilliant and dazzling talents, which
many erroneoufly imagine to be alone eftimable.
His mind was of an higher order. Providence de-
figned hiin to move in a Iphere in which a digni-
fied. prudence, foundnefs of judgment, firmnefs,
felf command, and uniformity, were e{pecially need-
ful; and, therefore, thefe were the leading features
of his character. With thefe refpectable powers
he entered, at an early period of life, on the career
of military glory, againft favage invaders; and, even
then, gave the moft decifive and honourable pre-
fages of his future greatnefs.®

* In the year 1755 he fuftained the rank of Colonel in the Virginia
forces, being then only twenty-three years of age. In this rank he ac.
companied Gen. Braddock in the celebrated expedition in which that
officer was defeated and loft his life. On this occafion he was expofed
to imminent danger, and difplayed great bravery and military ikill. Tt
is faid to have been owing, humanly fpeaking, to his advice not being fol-
lowcd, that the dreadful cataftrophe took place. And when the Com-
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When the encroachments and oppreffion of Bri-
tain prompted our countrymen to throw off her
yoke—when a few infant colonies rofe up to con-
tend with a gigantic, rapacious, and haughty pa-
rént, you faw him ftep forth, their patriotic leader,
in afferting "their precious rights, and in braving
all the ills of a periious and doubtful confli¢t. And;
though little verfed in the art of war; though
placed at the head of a raw and undifciplined army ;
though contending with fkilled, veteran, and mors
powerful foes, you faw his wi{dom, his perfeve-
rance, and his valour, rife fuperior to the mof}
formidable difhculties. You faw him lead on his
fellow-citizens, from time to time, to conqueft
and triumph ; until the fair fabric of Independence
was completely reared over the tomb of tyranny.
- To prefent an adequate‘'view of the fervices
which he rendered his country during this arduous
{ftruggle, would be to give, in detail, a principal
part of the hiftory of the revolution. His taients,
as a military coramander, were not fo much dif

mander in Chief had fallep, it was chiefly by his addrefs and good con-
dué that the broken remains of the army were brought off the field.

© A few wecks fubfequent to the above-mentioned event, the Rev
Samuel Davics, afterwards Prefident of the College of New-Jerfey, and
then fettled in Virginia, was called upon to preach before an indepen
dent company of volunteers, which had juft been raifed, and which was
sbout to march againft the fame fee. In the courfe of his fermon he
took notice, with approbation, of the martial ardour which his hearers
difcovered; and, afterward, when the difcourfe was printed, he added,
in a note, the following remarkable words: “ As an inftance of this, I
may point out to the public that heroic youth Col. WasurngTON, whom
I cannot but hape Providence has hitherto preferved in fo fignal a man.
ner, for fome important fervice to his country.”
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played by the number or the magnitude of the
battles which he won, nor by ¢ marching over
thoufands and tens of thoufands who had fallen
by his vitorious {word;” as by his addrefs, in
making the moft of the feeble force which he led;
by preventing the effufion of blood; by fkilful di-
verfions and movements ; by exhaufting the ftrength
of his foes; by wife delay, and avoiding decifive
actions, where they could only be hurtful ; by con-
cealing the weaknefs of his army, not only from
his opponents, but from his own foldiery them-
felves; and, finally, by avaiiing himfelf, with ad-
ruirable difcernment, of feafons and opportunities
to make an effeCtual impreffion on the enemy. The
rath and unthinking, who eftimate the talents of
a general only by the multitudes he has deftroyed,
the cities he has facked, and the extent of the de-
vaftation which he has produced, may be ready to
imagine that fuch a piture affords little evidence
of a high military character. But the {ober and
refleCting, who confider his peculiar fituation, the
fmall extent of his refources, and the formidable
difficulties with which he had to contend, will, with-
out hefitaticn, pronounce the Leader of our revo-
lutionary army one of the moft refpetable com-
manders of ancient or modern times.

You will not underftand me as intending to af-
cribe to this favourite Hero all the honour of effe&-
ing our deliverance from a forcign yoke. Many
illuftrious men, no doubt, fhared largely with him
in the burdens and the honours of thofe trying
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times. But his pre-eminent fervices in accomplifh-
mg our glorious revolution, have been univerfally
acknowledged, and have long been the theme of
wonder and eulogium in both hemifpheres. Who
was it that, under God, encouraged our {uffering
army, raifed their drooping {pirits, and cemented
their affe®tons and their ftrength, in the moft
gloomy crifes? Who was 1t that, by his prudence
and his fortitude, eluded the fnares which were
laid for his feeble bands, and conducted them, by
unexpeted means, to vitory and giory? Ye pa-
triots of feventy-fix and feventy-feven! -Ye who
witneffed the hardfhips, thie dangers, and the difaf-
ters of that memorable period, do not your hearts,
big with mighty emotions, refponfive fay, It was
HE? Yes; under the diretion of the Gop or
ARMIES, it was, indeed, #E. There wasa majefty,
and, I will add, if the expreflion may be allowed,
a magie in his prefence, which difpeiled fear, which
infpired confidence, and which commanded the
veneraiion of enemies themfelves.

~When the independence of his country was efta-
blithed, you faw hum, like Cincinnatus, retiring to
his farm, and, with a magnanimity even greater
than he had difplayed in military atchievements,
exchanging the charalter of the foldier for that of
the citizen. When the voice of his fellow-citizens
again called him into public view, you faw him,
. obedient to their command, quitting, a fecond
time, his beloved retirement, and putting his {plen-
did and untarnithed reputation to hazard on the
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field of pohitical confli®. It is probable that, on
the day when he a-cepted the chair of Prefi-

ent of the United \tates, no mortal ever had
the applaufe and the admiration of fo large a por-
tion of mankind fo unarimoufly enlifted iz his
favour.

With refpett io thc adiminiftration of our de-
parted Friend and Father, as = civil magiftrate, 1t
is, perhaps, impoffible, at prefent, to make up an
impartial opinion. The tendencies and effe@ts of
fome of his meafures, pofterity oply can fully ap-
preciate. ‘That there is lefs. unanimity among his
countrymen with refpect to thefe, than with refpe
to his mulitary fervices, you need not to be inform-
ed. It tfhould always, however, be remembered,
that he was called to the helm of ftate only a
fhort time before the gathering of a ftorm in the
political world, which has fubverted the works of
ages, which ftill fhakes Europe to its centre, and
of which no one can eftimate the confequences, or
fee the end. Many of the conjunctures in which
it became his duty to decide, and to a&t, were emi-
nently critical, arduous, and embarrafing. To
explore the untried interefts of an infant empire,
and to fele&t tue fafeft connexions abroad, when

.. toe civilized world had, almoft univerfally, rifen

in arms, was furely a talk of magnitude, of peril,
and of doubt. Nor is it wonderful that, at {uch
a period, the feelings and paffions of his conftitu-
ents fhould be tremblingly alive to the impreflion
of public meafures ; or that the buman mind, weak,
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failible, and vanoufly modified as it 1s, fhould rufh
to oppofite conclufions. Recollecticns of this kind
cannot faii to {often the afpernties of party, and to
{fuggeft an apology, both for the miftakes which
Lave been imputed to the illuftrious Deceafed, and
for the warmth of many who differed from him
in opinion. And 1t is pleafing, and, in a high de-
gree, honourable to his memory, to obferve, that,
amidft all the diverfity ot {entiment, and the col-
lifion of parties; amidft a!l the mutual accufations
of foreign influence and domeftic corruption, which
have, unhappily, agitated our country, his integ-
rity has remained unimpeached and unfufpeéiad.
Even thefe who believe his political errors to have
been moft numerous, have yet acknowledged, that
they were the errors of a mind a&uated by the
pureft motives, and purfuing, with undeviating
Ye@itude of.intention, the public good.

Many of thofe great men who have dazzled the
world with the fplendour of their ations, and who
commenced their courfe with profeflions of un-
bounded attachment to liberty, have feized the
firft opportunity to ufurp power, and have proved
the worft of tyrants. The hiftory of a Gromsvel!
1s the hiftory of many deceivers and falfe patriots.
But the MaN whofe memory we delight to honour
was never liable to this charge. You never faw
him thruft himfelf forward unfolicited to public
view, nor court an admiffion to placcs of truft and
authority. On the contrary, he was always brought

forward by the unanimous and importunate voice
K
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of a grateful people. He availed himfelf of no
opportunity that was prefented to gratify ambition,
or to promote his perfonal aggrandizement. He
feemed to hold the commiffions of his country for
no other end thaii to do it good ; and inftantly fur-
rendered them, when the object for which they
were conferred was accomplifhed.

Singular fuccefs, and extended fame, have been
tos often found to make even ftrong minds felf-
confident and vain-glorious. A fuccefsful general of
antiquity, in recounting his numerous victories,
when he came to {peak of one diftinguifhed above all
the reft, boafted, «In 7isis, Fortune” (the imagin-
ary deity to whom he had conceded fome agency in
the former inftances) ¢ had no fthare.” The Hero
of America furnifhed an example fo remarkably of
an oppofite kind, that his magnanimity was not leis
difplayed in his manner of bearing profperity, and”
receiving applaufe, than in accomplithing the moft
mmportant eniciprizcs of his public life. Neither the
fuccefs of his great undertakmgs, nor the voice of
univerfal praife, were found to diminith 'his digni-
fied, retiring modefty, or to feduce him from the
remembrance of human weaknefs. On the Provi-
dence of God he took every opportunity of expref-
fing a firm reliance; and to Divine goodnefs and
aid he never failed of afcribing the glory of every
favourable event.

Of the various kinds of greatnefs to which hu-
man beings afpire, you have heard that moral he-
roifm is the moft worthy of our ambition. The
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laurels which virtue beftows are more precious than
crowns and {ceptres. He that is flow to anger, fays
the wife man, s detter than the mighty, and he that
ruleth his [pirit, than he that taketh a city. But
how feldom have the proud favourites of fame ap-
peared to recognize or regard this truth! How
often, perhips it may be faid, how generally, have
the {plendid and commanding talents of great men
been jeined with degrading paffions, and the meaneft
vices! The ties of juftice, of benevolence, and
of gratitud: have been violated, for the fake of
accomplifhing their magnificent but felfith plans.
A decided exception to this general character is a
rare phznomenon 1n hiftory. You have, doubtlefs,
gone before me in making an application of thefe
remarks. "The patriotic citizen, to whofe meiuory
we are paying this tribute of refpect, furnifhed fuch
an exception. His private deportment correfpond-
ed with the {plendour of his public reputation.
Amidit the din of arms, and the weighty cares of
office, he was not unmindful of the virtues which
became him as a man. His ear was ever open to
the voice of humanmity; and his attention to the
various duties of focial and relative life was digni-
fied and exemplary.

It is not uncominon for the moft diftinguithed
heroes to end their lives in neglect and obfcurity,
after a high carcer of celebrity and honour. To
the long and humiliating catalogue of the evils at-
tendant on old age, which moral and fatirical writers
have given, we may generally add the diminution,
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if not the total lofc of fame.* But from this ge-
neral law our beloved and admired Hero was in a
great mealure exempted. He retained the affec-
tions of his countrymen, and the admiration of the
world, to the end of life. He defcended to the
grave full of years, loaded with honours, and co-
vered with glory. And though his mortal part is
configned to (he tomb, yet we have every day frefh
reafon to believe that his reputation will live, and
his name be pronounced with enthufiaftic ardour
among diftant generations.

Such was the MaN whofe death we this day de-
plore. Citizens of America! let his memory be
cver dear, and ever honoured among you. Tell
to your children, and to your children’s children,
what great things God has accomplifhed, through
him, for your country. Tell them of his love of
Tiberty. Tell them of his long, faithful, and tri-
umphant exertions to eftablifh her ftandard in our
Jand. ‘T'ell them how he lived, and how he died;
that, like him, fhould the voice of national danger
again call, they may be ready to ftep forth in {up-
port of their rights, and prove themfelves worthy
of the defcent which they boaft.

And you, ye youths of America! behold the
example which has been this day fet before you;
and let a generous ambition fire your bofums. It

“ In life’s laft fcene what prodigies furprife,
Fears of the brave, and follies of the wife!
From Marlb’rough’s eyes the ftreams of dotage flow,
And Swift expires a driv'ler and a fhow.
Jouxnsox,
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would be extravagant encomium to hold up our
departed CHIEF to your view as an example abfo-
lutely perfec, or to reprefent him as concentrating
all poffible excellence in his charatter. Such in-
difcnminate and exceflive praife, when applied to
any mortal, however it may be intended, muft
have the effe of fatire in difguife. But he, un-
doubtedly, left an example, fo unufually illuf-
trious, as to furnifth a fit obje& for your afpining
imitation. Go then, beloved youths! learn of him
to confecrate your talents to the public good.
Learn of him to love freedom, the birthright of
man, and to be always ready to facrifice your lives
in defence of your country’s rights. Learn of him
to maintain that felf-command, dignity, and order
of condu@, which are {o effential to focial welfare.
And, finally, learn of him to carry to the end of
life, that confiftcnt and uniform attachment to
principle, for which he was fo eminently diftin-
guifhed.

And thou, 1LrLUsTRIOUS SHADE! father, friend,
and benefattor, farewell! Ever will we cherith
and honour thy memory. Thy virtues and thy
fervices fhall be remembered while gratitude has a
place in our bofoms, and while this land continues
to be the abode of freemen, who know how to
eftimate the value of that hiberty, which has been
purchafed and fealed with blood. Over thy grave
we promife, in dependence on the aid of Him who
alone can give ftrength, that we will never forfake
the principles for which thou haft fought, and
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which animated thee to thy lateft hour. While
we watch, with filial affetion, around thy fleeping
duft, we will guard, with ever growirg zeal, that
fair political inheritance which was thy glory and
thy joy.

Finally, my brethren, we learn from this {ub-
je&t, and from the folemn difpenfation of Provi-
dence which we have been contemplating, what 1s
the end of all earthly greatnefs.

The paths of glory lead but to the grave.*

The admired hero, and the beloved fage, not-
withftanding all his greatnefs, muft, at length, lie
down in the duft. There, according to the high
decree of heaven, the rich and the poor, thelearned
and the ignorant, the honoured and the defpifed,
muft become the common food of corruption and
worms. Candidates for immortality ! fo uumber
your days, that you may apply your hearts unto wifdom.
What will it avail you to receive the applaufe of man,
whofe breath is in his noflrils, and to be loaded with
thofe honours which foon fade away, if, after all,
you have no inheritance fecured beyond this little
{pan of exiftence? There i1s a kingdom which is
not of this world, offered and {ecured to all the
faithtul difciples of Jefus Chrift. = There is a glo-
rious exaltation tendered to them, without money,
and without price;——an exaltation in comparifon

* GravY,
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with which the objects of earthly ambition are
infignificant trifles. To this felicity and glory,
then, let each of us afpire. Let us feck after re-
conciliation with God, through the atonement of
his dear Son; and a conformity to his image, by
the power of the Holy Spirit. Let it be our
higheft ambition to e found of him at laff in peace,
without [pot, and blamelefs : that when He who is our
life fhall appear, we alfo may appear, and live and
reign with kim in glory, forever and ever. AMEN!
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