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New-York, Fuly 8th, 1795.
Sir, |
TH E Mcchanic, Tammany, and Democratic So-
cieties, with the Military Officers, have appoinied
us £o rcium you their united and fincere Thanks Sor
your animated and patriotic Sermon, preached at
their chue[l on thc‘4tlz Inflant, being tﬁe Anni-
verfary of American Indcpcndcnce |
We are further direled to requeft a Copy fur Pub-
lication.
We are, Sir,
With Refpeit and Efiecem,
Your's, &3c.
WILLIAM BOYD,
THOMAS L. KIP,

~ JOHN STRIKER,
BENJAMIN EGBERT.
!

The Rev. Mr., Miller.




"ADVERTISEMENT

SEVERAL Faragraphs in the following

Drfeourfe, though in the original Copy, were

omiited in the Delivery, for want of Time.
This, however, the Author fuppojed, by no
means precluded therr Introduion here. Witk
all its Defells, he fubmits it, without Apologies,
2o the Candour of THE PEOPLE, fo :wkofe
beft Interefis he would confecrate all his Mins
Yfirations,
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S ER M O N

C EXODUS xii. 14.

AND THIS Liy SHALL BE UNTO YOU FOR A

 MEMORIAL

IDERMIT me, my fellow citizens, to congratu-

late you on the return of this DAY—A day
which comuletes another year of freedom to our
favored land—A day on which were laid, by the
venerable patriots of America, under the all go-
verning band of Jemovan, thofe foundations
of peace, liberty, and independence, which we
enjoy—A day, therefore, in many refpeéls, one of
the moft interefting that ever marked the annals
of the world.

The twentieth year of the important zra, which
we now commemorate, hath, this morning, dawn-
ed upon us. After this long experience, we have
ftill reafon to-hail its return, and to rejoice in
thofe events, which the feafon recals to our view.
After a lapfe of time, in which the fervour of re-




L 6 ]

volutionary feelings, has given way to rational
enquiry, and calm convition ; we have ftill am-
ple, nay, increafing ground to rife up and call it
blcfled. We have ftill reafon to fay, with joy,
This day finall be unto us for a memorial ; we wi.
keep it a fesft of gladnefs, throughout all our gener-

airons.

The day mentioned in our text, is that on
which the children of Ifrael were delivered from
Egyptian flavery, and efcaped from the oppreflive
hands of the tyrant Pharwoli. The hiftory of
their injurious and cruel scadage, and of their
happy deliverance are ton familiarly known, by

all whom I addrefs, to red a formal recital at

prefept. Nor fhall I dciain you by attempting
to ftate the obvious anal.sgy between their liber-
ation, and that'which we this day commemorate.
Let it fuffice to obferve, that if they were bound
by the exprefs command of God, to keep a: a
facred memorial, the day on which they came i:p
out of Egypt ; we are bound by reafon, by r:li-
gion, by patriotifm, by every folemn tie, never to
forget the pay, which proved the commencement
of fo many diftinguifhed bleflings to our lard.

A memorial is fomething which recals, in a di-
re€t and forcible manner to the mind, tiae cha-
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ralter or tranfaltion to which it refers. Now
although the fplendid and glorious {cenes which
this day brings to our view, are too interefting,
and too important to be ever wrapped in total
oblivion, by beings capable of refleétion ; yet it
is proper to do fomething more than barely to
remember them. It is pleafing, and it is ufeful,
at ftated feafons, to bring them home to our bofoms,
and in a deliberate and folemn manner to recognize
their importance. This is not only an employ-
ment highly grateful to the patriotic mind, but it
is much more ; it is a tribute which we owe to
our Gop ; it adds new life to a flame, which
giatitude commands us to keep always burning;
it cherifhes and extends the influence of a {pirit,
which fhould forever animate the breafts of
freemien.

Let this day, then, be to us 2 memorial in two
refpefts.-—Let it ferve to recal to our minds, and
praltically to imprefs on our hearts, a fenfe of

our national BLESSINGS, and of our national
’ ’.U'J.'Yo ‘

I. Let this day be a memorial of our national
BLESSINGS,

In taking a view of thefe, you might be led
back to the important period, when our venera-
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ble fore-fathers left the unhallowed fhores of op.
preffion—braved the dangers of the ocean—fur-
mounted all the hardthips of an howling wilder-
nefs—and reared, in the forefts of this weftern
world, the firt manfions of liberty. You might
be prefented with a view of their numerous and
corhplicated {ufferings, and the manifeft interpo-

fitions of providence for their fupport and pre.
fervation. You might liften to a rccital of the

~ various fteps, by which fmall and difperfed fet-
tlements rofe to extenfive, compa&, and happy
focieties ; and, nurtured by the divine benefi-
cence,’ grew into ‘confideration and eminence. .
You might be led, in fhort, to review the whole
hiftory of this growing country, from the earlieft
period of its population by Europeans, to the
‘memorable time, when a place was given us
among the independent natiors of ¢ earth,

But this would be taking two wide a field for
the limits of the prefent addrefs. It will be ne-
ceffary to confine our attention to thofe events,
and thofe diftinguithed bleffings, which ftand in
more immediate conneflion with the anniverfary
which we celebrate. Thefe may be fummed up
under two gencral heads.—Ouar emancipation
from Britain—and the numerous important ad-
vantages, avkich have flowed from that grand
event, as their fource,
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When the people of the United States,in Coxe
grefs affembled, affixed their hands and their {cals
to the folemn DEecLarATION OF INDEPENy
pEncE which has been juft read i your hearing,
the world beheld them with amazement ; and
cven many of our own citizens, under theinflyencg
of a natural timidity,trembled atthe fightt W ho
could behold, without the higheft folicitude,a few
infant colonies rifing up to oppofe an herculean
foe ; and during to engage the gigmtic greatnefs
,of a wealthy and a haughty power # Unfkillzd jn

e * difgraceful fcience of human butchery ;"
unfmmfhed with the inftruments of carnage and
death, and unfupyoried by any other arm, thap
that of the MicuTY Onzcr IsRAEL, they croud-
ed to the banner of ireedom ; prociaimed Ha
ance to the thunder oftheir e: ~mies; and rep=i,
led without difmay, the cruel invaders of thejy
ineftimable rights,

To trace the progrefs of this conteft, through
all its varied and irregular fteps, is neither ne.
ceflary nor pofﬁb‘llel,' at prefent, It were unpar-
donable, however, to omit obferving, that the
inftances of aivine interpofition in our favour,
through the whole courfe of the ardeous ﬁrug-
gle, were too sgnal and illuftrious to be f vrgot:

B
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ten by the moft carelefs ; and too numerous, not
to fix in grateful aftonithment, the moft unfeel-
ing mind.  For {cven years, our land exhibited
a fucceflion of fcenes, equally uncxpefted, won-
derful and glorious, You faw a glow of enthu-
fiafin, which language fails to defcribe, pervad-
ing and actuating every bofom. You faw an
army cnduring every imaginable hardfhip, with-
out reiaxing in its attachment to the caufe for
which it was fuffc.rmg You faw the counfels of
our enemies infatuated, and their wileht plans
difconcerted, in 2 manner almoft miracylous.
Yoy {aw the life and health of the illuftrious
Cosxaranper 1N CHIEF remarkab-ly and gra-
cioully preferved.  You faw powerful FrR1ExDS
AND Arvies raifed up for us, on terms of un-
expefied advantage. You faw us rife, like An-
tceus, vigorous from every fall.  You faw us led
on from time to time, to conqu,cﬁ and triumph ;
untii, at length, the fair fabric of freedom was
completaly reared over the tomb of tyranny.

Dut why do I detain you with this exu"lting
review ? Many of thofe who are this day indu]-
ﬂeml} liftening to the fpeaker, were fharers in the
toils, and aftoys in the triumphs, which have been
mentioned, Many who arec now within thcfc.
wiatls, could defcribe, in the glowing language of
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experience and of afluc! vifian, what has bzen fo

feebly and fuperficially noticed. Tell us; ye ve-
nerable Affertors of the rights of man! tell us,
for you alone can properly tell, how ardent the
facred flame, which, at that eventful period, pof-
fefled and governed your fouls! Paint to us;
{vhofe age forbade us to be agents in the impor-
tant fcene, what you felt, and what you faw;
what noble principles infpired your bofonis, and
what heroic exertions you were enabled to dif-
piay. That, like you, fhould the vcice of nati-
onal danger call us, we may prove ourfelves
worthy of the defcent which we boaft.

Large, indeéed, is our debt to all tliofe, whom
Gobp kath honosed to be the iNsTRuMENTS of
{fecuring out independence and national felicity.
Many of them, alas ! fcll as martyrs in the caule,
and [ealed our glorious emancipation with their
blood. But a large proportion have lived to
tafte the bleflings for which they fought ; and to
enjoy thofe ineftimable rights, for which they
rifked their all. Let us never fuffer this day to
pals over our heads, without calling to mind
their fervices and their virtues. From the high-
eitand moft conlpicuous, to the leweflt and molt
obfcure,they have all DESERVED WELL 6F THEIR
couNTRY, They are entitled to cur affettionate
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fétiembrance and regard. Their names, and
their heroic exploits fhall never be forgotten,
trhile gratitude has a place in the bofoms of
Amcricans ; or while this land continues to be
the abode of free men, who know how to value,
what has been fo dearly purchafed.

But we propofed to confider this day as 2 me-
fnorial, not merely of our emancipation from
the tyranny of an unnatural parent; but alfo of
the numerous rich bleflings to which that grand
event has given rife.

There is, indeed, a propenfity in the human
tnind, to afcribe to particular favorite events,
much more than really ftands in conneflion
with them. We are tooapt to view an intereft-
ing ®ra, or a fignal tranfaflion, as invelving
more numerous, and more important confequen-
ces, than there is juft ground to admit. But in
the cafe before us, we can fcarcely go too far;
or attribute more to the event in queftion, than
the clofeft enquiry will warrant. The moft
impartial mind will readily grant, that a large
fhave of our happinefs as a people ; and the
whele of our national dignity and rank, flow from
the proceedings of that glorious day, when the
venerable fages of America role, and pronoun-
ted her INDEPEZNDENT and FREE.
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ftis owing, under providence, to this bold,
but neceflary feparation, that the Unitep
Stares have affumed a high and honorable
place among the nations of the earth; or rather,
have, in many refpefls, rifen above them all.
It is to be afcribed to this, that they have made
fuch rapid advances, in every thing that tends to
promote the welfare and happinefs of civil foci-
ety. However great our natural advantages;
they would all have been in vain, had the fhack-
les of Britifh power continued 10 bind and ref-
train us. Like a promifing youth, whofe genius
and talents are cramped by a cruel and felfifhi
parent, we muft always have continued a fpi-
ritlefs and groveling people. Induftry would
have been difcouraged ; and like labourers in
a vineyard not our own, we fhould have lived
under the contratted views, and unafpiring hopes
of kirelings and {laves.

But . behold the happy effefls of freedom
fhining rciplendent throughout every part of
our land! no fooner was the ftruggle over,
by whichthe galling yoke was broken in piec-
es, and caft from our indignant necks, than
thefe, before gloomy colonies, began to afs
fume a new and promifing afpeft. Fruits
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ful fields appcated, where thorn: and briars
Jately grew ; and beautiful villages werc {pread
¢ver thofe plains, which uniil then, had only
ferved as miferable mementos of our poverty
and thraldom. And although the relaxation and
debility of the political body, which foon fuc-
ceeded to the violent ftruggle it had made dur-
ing the war, gave rife to many di{couragements,
and fhewed the inefliciency of the plans which
were originally formed ; yet thefe evils werc as
fhort-lived as the caufes which gave them birth.
By the pcaceable and deliberate adoption of a
inore effeftual CoystiTuTION; and by the hap-
py influence of this excellent government, the
tottering fabric of .public confidence has been |
repaired ; the falutary bonds of focial union
have been ftrengthened ; the adminiftration of
impartial juftice has been reitored ; and every
avenue to national importance, and the felicity
of individuals opened wide.

In flort, from tke period of our feparation
from Britain, we may date the commericement;
~and diftin&ly trace the progrefs of moft of thofe
bleflings which we enjoy as a people. Then
were {own the feeds of that elevated expanfion of
mind, and that ardent love of freedom, which
bave ever fince diftinguithed and adorned the
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American charalicr. From that moment, comny
merce lified her drooping head, and looked fors
ward with joy to the profperous times which {he
has fince cxperienced. 'The_n agriculture, and
the mechanic arts, were placed wpon a bafis, upon
which they have already rifen to a high degree
of improvement, and ftill promife much higher
advances. Thenthe interefts of fcience emerged
from the clouds, which until that hour had fat
thick and deep upon ghem, and began to thine
forth with new and encrcaﬁng bnghtmf:fs. Thcn,
in a2 word, were cﬁabhﬂled that EQUALITY OF
RIGHT3 AND OBLIGATIONS ; that civiland reli»
gious freedom ; that reign of law ; and all thofe
genuine republican principles, which are calcu.
lated to call forth the beft energies of man ; tg-
make the wifeft application of the human facul.
ties ; and to build up the fabrig of natiopaj

happinels.
This recital of the happy conlequences of our
{eparation from Britain, is not defigned, either 19
Jfeed our vanity as a people, or to fill uswith bile
ternefs towards the mation from which we have
withdrawn. Nothing more ‘s intended, than,
that, on the day confecrated as a memcrial of the
blcfﬁngs which have been recounted, we fhould
gealize their cxnﬁcncc, and feel their value,
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Nothing wmore is withed, than to bring into view
ev.ry circumftance which tends to enhance the
value of thefe diftinguifhed favors, that your
gratitude for them may be the more fervently
excited. Americans! if you would be faithful
to yourfelves—if you would be faithful to your
polterity—if you would be faithful to your God,
keep in your breafts a lafting monumerit of thefe
things. Never forget, and efpccxally on THIS
pay, never forget, the various dangers from
which you bhave efcaped—the numerous difficul-
 ties which vou have been cnabled to furmount,
and the grievous oppreffion from which you have
been refcued. Bat while you cherifh an habituzl
remembrance of your deliverance from thefe
evils ; cherifh alfo, a fpirit‘of forgivenefs toward

~ the author of ydur injuries, Let no malignant

) paflions rife, to tarnifh your dcyoat gratitude, or
to defile your patrlotxc _10)

But, THIS DAY ﬁxou.\d nOt onlf remind us of
our national BLessiNcs—We propofed alfo-to
confider it,

I1. As amemorial of our national pury.

Unto whomfoever much is given, faid our Lord,
of him fhall much be required. This declaration
is applicable, as well to communitics as to indiyie
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guals.. 1n proportibn- to the pumber and yaine
of the bieffings heaped upon us, and the priyiy
leges we enjoy asa peeple, are the fqlemgiiy and
weizht of our obligations to a fuitable condu@®.
How much more may be rationally expefled,
and jultly demanded from us, thap from the
fubje@s of an African, or Afiatic tyrant, who,
under chains, drag out a few mlfenﬁe days, ;ai,r
fleep their lives away, without properiy unger-
ftanding, and therefore, without truly eftimating
their rights | They know not the fweetnels of
liberty, fo‘r they have never tafted it. - ‘Theycan
judge but feebly of thie horrors of defpotifm ;
for they have never feen any thing sutbwhscl;

to contraft the odious obje@. They, of confe-
quence, muft have very indiftinét conceptions of
political duty ; for rights and daties always g9
hand inhand. But with regard tous, my‘,fé}léj |
citizens, the cafe is widclyﬁ'iﬁ‘e\_;ém; Thclxght _f
which we enjoy, and the privileges with which
~ we are furrounded, give rife to a variety and ex-
:cem of dafté&;\vhich there is neither ,;i.mé to de-
Tineate, avfull length, ‘nor-ability. 10 urgés with
fufficient force. A few of the mwoft obyioys and
interefting fhall be {elc&ed, and offered to your
confideration. . o

€ e
\
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-+ The rixst duty of which the annual return. of
this day fhould {erve as a memorial, is, to REA L=
12K AND_ ACKNOWLEBGE THE SOURCE, from
whence the national bleflings, which we celebrate,
have flowed. Who firft put it into the hearts of
»ur venerable and illuftrious patriots, tp caft off
the yoke of oppreflion, and to oppofe the en-
~ croachments of a haughty power, with fuch firm-
ncfs and decifion ? Who nerved the arms of our
brave citizens in the conflit ? Who infpired our
“lcgnﬁatorsmd commanders with wifdom and with
valour ?  Who gave -us powerful ALtizs—en:
couraged our fuffering army-—-crowned them
with fignal vx&ones-—and condufted ys to a glo-
:nous peace? QfF whom is it that we are TH1g
pay furroanded with fo many bleﬂines : and
are permmed to keep it as a memorial, with joy
- and gladnefs ? Surely thefe are all the Lorp’s
 poings. It istrue, thefe great events have been
‘brought about through the medium of human
inftruments, and {econd caufes : but while we
;cgard them with becommg gratitude, let us
dogk beyond them, to the Primary AGENT.
Sublime and keroic as their exertions were, they
wonld all have been in vain, withaut the fupport
and ducﬁmn of Hiy who fits as governor
mqag she pations, Promotion cometh neither
Jrom ,tlze Eg/l nor frpmdﬂ; Weft, nor from the
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South ; dut God is the Fudge ; he plitteth doin-one,
and ﬁtteih up another.® Give unto the Lord, thzﬁ-
Jore, O ye kindreds of “the people ! give mnto the )
Lord glory and firength.  Give unto the Lord th?
glory duc unto his name. T o

 Americans ! never forget Him who made you
what you are. Never fuffer yourfelves'to lofe
fight of the hand, that has been fo often made
bare for your (alvation. Jehovah will notre-
}inqu?ﬂl the honor of his government, nor’ will
" he give his glory to anather. If you forget him,
be will forget you. 1f'you flight the Omnip6-
tence, wh-icl} has been your fhield and buckler,
you will be made to bend before it, by a weight
of wrath. ™or pride goeth before deftrullion, and
an haughty [pirit before a fall.p  Let us, then,
take good 'heed to ourlelves, that we love ‘the
Lord our God. Let us avoid all‘arrogﬁh'cc‘anfl
prefumption ; and look to Him as ouf SUPPORT,
rroTEcTOR and GuIDE. For 21l our fuccefs
and profperity, let us give Him the glory. “in
every undertaking, Iaftead of refting it drin
SF flefh, let us go for Rrenath and WiTHGE Yo
His throne. .And in all car ways; let &’s‘aﬁmm

PG, IkRA O, T P xeviey , 8, ¥ Provixdis W .




[ 20 ]

jedge His fovereign rule.* Thus may wé éx-
peft a continuance of his blefling, and confide
in his preferving care. For, behold, the eyes of the
Lord are upon them that Sear him ; upon them z}zas :
hogeé in his mercy. — ~

«~

Anoruer duty, of which the retdrn of this

, : ! 2 \ :
84y thould remind us, iz sviTamiy 70 ESTI-
MATE THE NATiONAL BLESLINGS WHICH WE

- gnjor: With regard to moft of the favors

~ %hich a bountiful God beflows upon his crea-
_;-_‘édi;:éé,jiméy be faid, that their true value is rare-
,‘ fyﬁzirzeﬁ uniil ihey are withdrawn, and the
ci:ffi%?e’i;é}gnaées of their lofs ajpear. When the

. -mdltprecious jewels become cheap and commcez,
- .-they fink in our efteem ; and the faireft oljetis

In creation, fade in the eye that s admied to

 familiar and unreftrained vifion. This is too

much the cafe with our national bleffings ; they
are {0 rich, plentiful and common among all
tlafles of citizens, that few.confider their intrinfic

. * That there is an dcknowledgement of God intumbent on
" Jociety as fuch, will not be denied, by thofe who are friends to
any xé¥igibn at all.  Jt mufl, therefore, have given fincere plea-
Jursbaquary.. jerious mind, thai the citizens of the United States
were lately called, by the Chief Magiftrate of the Union, inan
~ tnier-fling flate of public affairs, to make fuch atkhowledgement,
in an explicit and public manner. May America never want

magiftrates, who will be difpofed at all proper feafons, to call her
20 a pmilar duty' | May fhe never be deflitute of citizens, who
Wil rejosce in cvery oppertunity of complying with fuch a call |
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impoﬂanc‘e. But remember, that Liberty, with |
her large trairn of attepdant bleflings; difrains to
dwell among thofe who refpeft her not; She

wa never tarry long with a people, who vcmnre y
to ﬂlght her dxgmﬁcd charafler. . |

s

“Would you know then, my fello‘w cmzens tt'lé_f

value of our national pnv:ieges and bleﬂings 3

Confider, for a moment, what they cg{t us p—
a tedious war—immenfe treafures—and the richs

&ft blood of our countrymen.  Think, alfo; how
'lugb they have already raifed ys; among tht na-

tions of the earth. Under thexr‘aquxg:cs,- we

have made advances in political grandeur and

felicity, more rapid than the world ever witnefs
fed before. Think, moreover, with what ardouf
our fzllow creatures have ﬁruoglcd for them in
all ages, and how much they have fuffered, to
obtain even a diftant view of fuch glorious ob-
jekts.  But, above all, if you would realize the
true value of thefe bleflings, look round on the
ftate of other nations, and behold them diftraft=
ed with the din of arms—overflowing with blood
~—or fhaken from their foundations with inter=
nal difcord ! Behold the greater part of the Eu=
yopean worlda, either groaning under the horrors
of war, or clfe with :drawing from the ﬁeld,'
through inability any longer to continye the defs
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tuflivé conflid ! Beholdyin fhoft, three.fourths
- of “the ‘buman racé, bound in chains, and fols-
m‘i'tting their necks to the feet of idiois and mon-
ﬁérs,“;\vl%c; fealt on the miferies of man ; and
who blufh not to ¢laim a divine authority, thus
to fcoarge and trample on their fellow creatures!
' Bbdld thele things ! and thén fay, whether the
b!eﬁihgs which welhis day commemorate; do not
thine with additional luftre ? Contempiate this
feint piure of humah ifery ; and theén fay,
whether yoi-d8 not retarn with tenfold more
defight and ¢xultation, to thefe p=actful thores,
-where ‘evéry man fits under ‘his own vine, and
under his ‘own fig-tree, and has none to makc
him afraid ?

" A TEIRD dutv of which the return of this day
fhould be to us a memorial, is, QUuIETLY TO
ENJOY AND WISELY TO IMPROVE the politicai
blefings which have been conferred upon us:
However excellent our form of govctnmént —
however numerous and rich the privileges undet
which we live; ‘they will avail but little, unlefs
they are ufed in 2 temperate, virtuous, and bes
voming manner.  Political happinefs will be
Tought in vain, either where liberty is turned into
ticentioufnefs, or where the rights and privileges
7 free men are not afferted; and efed with bes

PRV Y T N
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coming dignity. Innumerable mifchiefs. wil}.
arife here, if we turn either to the right hand or tg.
the Jeft. They who will notiubmtt to eqmtab}e lagvs |
and ftrengthen the hands of a wife gov ernment,
ftab the vijals of the body politic,and underming
all focial happinefs; while thofe who cap fit,
with a cold incifference, and fee therr riom;
infringed ; or who feek.not rcdnefs whenr it can
be obtained in a conftityticnal manner, deferve-
tg be figmatized as traitors- to their country.~—
Now, wilgly to enjoy and improve our-naiiona};_
blcﬂings, is, to avoid both thefe extremes, - Jtis.
to ufe that liberty to which we have beer called

nof as a cloak of malz_cwu[r;ej.'s, but as the fervant of .
God. Itisto cultivate principles.and mamier'a
conformablz to the republican government of
which we boaft. i is, in one word, to affert and
maintain our rights in fuch a manneras will mofﬁ'
effeQually tend to promote the good order, peace
and happine[s of fociety,

Political profperity rehdcs, not in the words

and letters of the Conflitution ; but in the temper,

the habits, and the praftices of the people. The
one may exhibit a fair and promifing afpeét; whije
the other may prefent a view humiliating and
odious in the extreme. Behold the ftriking con.
rpaft between the Magua Cuazva of Great
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#ritain, and the a@ual adminiftration and 0&
of that kingdom! In tie one, tic noble allf
dtgmﬁedbom of Fréedom appears—buit whill

we turn to the other, we are aftonithed to &*
Opﬁrﬁon ftanding in’ triumph, and almoft evel§

poimcd gﬁevance in its train !

- With us it re&s, then, tb make the rich glfts "
Heaven, vhlch we this ddy cox rmemorate, COME
tribute to our real happinefs ; or topervert tbeﬁf
30 the worft and moft deftruSlive purpofci’?
With us it refls; cither, by a wife choice of pu@‘*
dic officers—by = ready fubmiffion to wholefom$®
laws-—by moderation, induftry, ahd every ‘
publican virtue, tc promote the true weifare i’ -
fociety ; orelfe, by an oppofite courfe, to comp:
vert bleﬂinos into curfes ; and the moft delicio§s"
nedtar, into geli and wormwood.—With us "i |
reils, to convince the world, by fair e:xpe;rhnen?E
that enlightened freemen can govern them{elve %
or to furnifh the enemies of freedom with an ac-’.
cafion to foeak reproachfully, and upbraid us
as the contrivers of vifionary [chemes.

Tue Lasr duty that fhall be mentioned here;
of which the annuai retuzn of this day fhould-
remind us, is,t0 WATCHOVER THE INE§TIMABLp
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PRIVILEGES WE ENJOY, AND ENDEAVOUR TO
TRANSMITTHEM,NOTONLYUNTARNISHED,EUT
HIGHLY IMPROVED,TO THE LATESTPOSTERITY,

In this happy country, fovereign power refides
with the people. It is theirs to pull down and
build up, to confiru&t and to deftroy. This
being the cafe, it belongsto the body of citizens
at large, under Providence, to keep {afely gh?:
treafury of Freedom, and, of all that has been
given us, to lole nothing.  So that, if privileges
be abufed; if power be ufurped; or if our go;
vernment become corrupt and oppreflive, we
have none but ourfelves to blame. Ours is th_é:
taik to cherifh and confirm the b.eflings of peace,
liberty, and independence, which we enjoy ; to
defend them againft the attacks of open enemies,
and the machinations of {ecret foes ; and 5 guard
againft every thing that is caiculated to dimjnifh

their influence.

Would you, my feliow-citizens, fix heaven-
born Liberty for cverin the land fhe has chofen?
Then cultivate the {ame principles, and always
keep in operation the {fame caules, which origi-
nally gave her birth. Libesty is a living prin-
ciple.  She lives in the temper and dilpofition,

D
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in the fentiments and feelings of the people. As
long as fhe exifts and flourifhes there, fhe will rife
{uperior to :he powers cf the world, and bid
calm defiance to the fury of every foe. But
when fhe ceafes to maintain this refidence, what-
cver props and contrivances may be ufed for her
detentjon and fupport ; whatever plans may be
devifed to conceal her decay, we may bid her
farewell for ever. In order, then, to preferve
and tranfmit uncorrupted to vour children, the
bleflings of liberty, in which you this Day re-
joice; be virtuous, indulftrious, and upright, in
your refpettive ftations. Fly from yourfelves,
and difcourage in others, every fpecies of cor-
ruption, fattion, and party rage—by which fo
many fair political edifices have been humbled to
the dult. Seek focial peace, harmony, and love,
by every means in your power.  Frown into an-
nihilation vice in every form, and purfue, with
unremitted ardour, that righteoufnefls which ex-
alteth a nation.  For, believe 1t, without the ge-
neral prevalence of virtue and good morals,
among all claffes of citizens, it would require an
““ annual courfe of miracles” to preferve your
freedom. | |

But whatever may be the prevailing charafter
of the people at large ; flill, if the feats of go-
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vernment be filled with corrupt and ungrincipled,
men, there is no lefs danger of deftrulior: to our
Republican Fabric, Ifwe, unplicitly, and with-
out obfervation or enquiry, commit the manage-
ment of our public affairs, to the feififth, ambi-
tious and defigning; there will foon be an end
of genuinc freedom, and of all political happinefs.
Let every member of the community, then,
clteem it his duty, to watch with care the concduét
of all thofe to whom power 1s" entrufted.—Bear
in mind, that in this imperfef and depraved flate,
the moft exalted human charaéters are to be con-
fidered as fallible; and theré¢fore thould always
be treated as if they were capable ¢f doing wrong.
Be attentive, then, to the condu& of every officer
in government. Carefully avoid, indeed, giving
indulgence to fulpicion or miftruft of any, but
‘upon the molt fatisfattory evidence ; as few things
have a more unhappy influence on the pecacean
comfort of fociety, and I may add, on the exii-
tence of republican government, than this. But
never give upyour right to keepa watchful eye on
the fervants of the public.  Aslong as this right
is uled 1 a becoming macner, 1t will be a terros
to bad men only, who hate the l:zht, neither will
come to the light, leajl their deeds fhould be veproved,
And when you obferve any to abufe the truft
committed to them; when you perecive them,
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to fpor\ with ycur ineftimable rights, or to facri-
fice the public good, to their own aggrandize-
ment—affert the fovereignty of the people, by de-
priving them, in a conftitutional manner, of their
pérveried power; by degrading them, with the
calmnefs and dignity of freemen, from thole {eats
which they are found unworthy to fill,

And let the Magiftrates and Legiflators of
America remember, that to them, in a particular
manner, are intrufted the rizhts of their fellow-
citizens, and the happinc{s of their country. let
them remember, that in their hands are depofited
the {acred treafures of freedom ; and that upen
their official condu&, under Providence, 1in a
great meafure, depend our national profpcerity,
and the perpetuity of our free government. Let
them remember, that he who facrifices the pub-
lic good, at the fhrine of his own popularity or
fortune; he who fports with a fingle right, or
barters away a fingle privilege of his conftituents,
is not only unworthy of their confidence; but 1s
alfo, thereby, ftriking at the root of his country’s
happinefs; and may be preparing, though in a
remote manner, and though he realize 1t not,
chains and mifery for millioas yet unborn.

Again;in order to the {ecurity and perpetuation
of Liberty, in thefe flourifhing Republics, it is of
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the higheft importance that there be a cEnerAL
PIFFUSION OF KNoWLEDGE among all claffes of
citizens. The damon of flavery delights in the
horrors of darkne{s—before the light of truth,
he flies precipitate ; and when knowledge fhines
around, he hides with fhume his odious head. 1.et
each fucceflive generation, then, be carefully 1n-
ftrutted in the rights and duties of man; and this
enemy of focial happinefs will attack you in vain.*
Educate your children in the manners, the feel-
ings, the principles, and manly ardor of Ame-
ricans ; and they will always be able and difpofed
to tramgle down the rifings of arbitrary power.
Train them up in the knowledge and praélice of
that religion, which is calculated to produce and
fecurc both {piritual, and political Liberty ; and
they will always know how to eftimate the blef~
fings of freedom.t Often recount to them the
* Theeftadl rment of public fihols, and mﬂﬁuw!/m* fuppart

an objecl of legifl:tive atrention. 1s fo plarzly and irtimately
Cormcfhd aith !/z' welfare of all r(puélzcc, that neither proof

oo illufiration on the /wju/ arc wecflary,  Of fuch efablifh-
mont, the Eaflern States hav» fet us. “an homorable and uf ful
cxun,;,a i he States «f New York end Panfylvania foem to
b: about engaing ina fmilar plan s and very Statein the Union,
it is hoped. 1, l/uon /»e wife enouph to attend 1o the important
objelt. May we ye! fethe time, when good education fhadl be
extend:d to every C[/{/:s 0" citizens ; and when a TEACHER OF
YourtH fhall be eflecm d ons of the mofl important and vefpecs
table members of civi! fuciety !

t The author is not one of thofe who itmagine folitical Leberty
to conftftin freedom from all reflraint, coen that of morality and
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wonderful works of the Lord, and the great de-
liverance which he hath wrought out for us; and
they will know where to look for future fafety
snd happinefs. Teach them’ to defpife the
crowns and fceptres, the haughty pretenfions of
family and blood, and all the pageantry of power,
with which little minds are carried away; and
they will always rife again{t their introduétion
to thefe republican climes. Teach them to re-

vere the God of Heaven as their King ; and they
wili defpife fubmiflion to earthly defpots. In a
word, inftil into their minds that noble enthufiafm
in favour of freedom, which animated the breafls
of American patriots, at ti:e period which we now
commemorate ; and they will ever be free!

Upon the whole; let me repeat the im-
nortant truth, that it depends upon cnirfelves, un-
der God, how long we enjoy that liberty, and
preferve inviolate thofe rich bleffings which we
poflels. If we become a corrupt and vicious

law. I therefore, confiders the man who oppof:s religion, and
why firh's againfl chriftianaty (the only ymuzncfy/?em of divin-
truth) as an enemy to his country. 1L is perfuaded that nothing
has fo zreat a tendency to promote and eflablifli real Liberty, as
the praical influziice of this fyflem. He never expels the happy
arrival of the pcnoi of UNIVERSAL EMANCIPATION, unfil
tnetriumdh of evangelic truth fhall becom:» univerfal a'fo. -—llow
far, then, the ’Z)oic of infid-lity and vice, which are pour’ 1o 18
o every fide, forchod: well to the liberties ami happzwfs 0, tiig
cvuntry, he (cam to tac corfderation of his fellow-aitizens,
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people, I forefee all the horrors of monarchy faft
approaching: I forefee the odious infignia of
flavery coming forward at no great diftance: 1
hear the rattling of chains, forging for my be-
loved countrymen: I fee the genius of Liberty
retiring to weep over our ruin.* But if; on the
other hand, we fuitably eftimate, and wifely im-
prove the bleffings of which we are put in pol-
feflion, we may reafonably indulge the higheft
expettations of a continuance and daily encreafe
of our national felicity and glory. We may con-
fidentlv anticipate the period, when we fhall rife
to a degree of political eminence, which ftates-

men have long contemplaied in theory, but never
yet beheld.

The prefent afpe&i of the world is wonderful,
and above defcriptionaffe@ing! We behold na-
tion rifing up againft nation, and kingdom againt
kingdom. We behold the minds of mer, efpe-
cially in Europe, in a ftate altogether unprece-
dented, and producing events the moft amazing.

* Wiencver vice and corruttion become grmerel 1 the
United States.  When the peoplc bargain and trade cuay
their wotes.  When the officers of govermment dealin the fava
traffic, buying and /u”mcr (ﬁtcs and power. In a word, uhin
the fpiric and foui of “Rig cpuditcan government dm, the /cyn~
dation of Monarchy wll be laid. Sheuld thefe evils ever ari’;
among us, and prevail /wzzzc}z God forind !) by uwtwvr Hai
our povernmert may becal e, we fhallbe thewer® of faves ; ie-
xaufe we hall Line the aatne of freemon, -
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Ali buman caiculation about the confequence:,
feems to be utterly at an end. What defigns the
Governor cf the Univerfe is carryiag on, we
Know not  The chriftian patriot, however, can-
not help indulging the cenfident hope, that all
thefethings are defignedtobanifhtyrannyfromthe
carih; to eitablifh the reign of civil and religious
Liberty ; to fecend the exertion of thofe who are
ftruzclinaf e their rights; toiupport the bannerof
frecd 'm notonly n thofe rwo rRePusLICS Which
have lately calt oft the yoke, but alfo throughout
all lands ; and to halten the un:verfal prevalence
of righteou{nefs and peace. « But, whatever may
be the cvent, The Lovd reigneth, let the earth re-
joice. Our duiy, as a people, in thefe circum-
‘ftancecs, is incontrovertible and plain.  Itis to
FOLLOW PEACE WITH aLL. It is quictlytoen-
joy, and wifcly to improve our precious rights;
but boldly to refiff every impious invader. It
to pray for,and to feck our own happinefs, and the

happinels of all mankind.

Finally, my fellow-citizens, remember, that
though not in our national capatity, yet as indi-
viduals, we are ail candidates for etermty. Ina
few days, empircs, kingdoms, and republics,
with ali their boafted greatnefs, fhall be fwept off
the ftage of time, and be feen no more for ever.




[ 33 ]

But we have immortal fouls: We have afpiritual
part, which fhall furvive the general ruin, and
outlive all the ravagss of time. There is a king-
dom which is not of this world, offered and fe-
cured to all the faithful dilciples of Jefus Chrift.
There is a glorious cxaltation tendered them,
without money, and without price. To this felicity
and glory, then, let each of us afpire! And while
we defpife earthly royalty, let it be our higheft
ambition, to be kings and priefts unto God, even-
the Father, through riches of free grace in Chrift
Jefus, our Lord and Redeemer.

A ME NI
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