S E R M O N,

Preagiep in New-Yorg, Juiy 4th, 1793.

BEING THK

A NNIVERSARY

OF THE

INDEFPENDENCE or AMERICA:

AT THE RKQUEST OF THE

TAMMANY SOCIETY, ox COLUMBIAN ORDER.

By SAMUEL MILLER, A M.

ONE OF iBE MINISTERS OF THE UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCEES, IN
THE CITY OF NEW-YORK.

emm— T o K

NEWSYQORK-PRINTED BY THOMAS GREENLEAF,




In Society, July 4, 1703.

R ESOLVED, That the Thanks of this
Sociely be returned to the Rev. A r. SAMUEL
MiLLER,forhiselegant and patriotr.: *.:‘T;‘“-'k.’,_f-;'OZL'{'/é,
delivered by him, before the Society, this Day.

ORrRDERED, That Brothers R«r{tdga‘rm,‘f;‘;.(it-
chell, and Ker, be a Committee i ,waz“s:- on Mr |
MiLLER, for this Purpofe, and to vequefl a
Copy for the Prefs.

A true Copy from the Minutes,

BENJAMIN STRONG, Secretary.




TO THE

TAMMANY SOCIETY,

G R

-~

COLUMBIAN ORDE R-—

WHOSE FRINCIPLES OF ASSGCIATION
MERIT THE HIGHEST APPLAUSE—
AND WHOSE PATRIOTIC EXERTIONS
DEMAND THE WARMEST GRATITUDK

OF EVERY AMERICAN—

TrRis § E R M O. N,

Delivered and publifhed at their Requef?,
Is refpeifully dedicated,
By their Fellow-Citizen,

Tue AUTHOR.




e S

ADVERTISEMENT.
Tre Sfollowring Difcourfeis frublifhed, almoft verbatim, as it was
delivered, exccp‘ting the addition of the Notes. It was comprfed
on vtry jhoft Noﬁce-—-émidﬂ many preffing Avocations—-and, confe-
quently, in great Hafte. Thefe Circumflances, together with the
want of Abiliies and Experience in the Author, muft apologize for
tts indigefled and defe&ioe Appearance. -
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CHRISTIAN'»ITY

T H B

GRAND SOURCE, Axp THE SUREST BASIS,

o P

POLITICAL LIBERTY:
A SERMON

IL CORINTHIANS, iii. 17.

—AND WHERE THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD
1S, TFERE Is LIBERTY.

IN contemplating nationaladvantages, and
national happinefs, numerous are the ob-
jets which prefent themf{elves to a wife and
relletting patriot. While he remembers the
paft, with thankfulnels and triumph ; and
while he looks forward, with glowing anti-
cipation, to future glories, he will by no
means forget toenquireinto the fecret {prings,
which had an aftive influence in the former,
and which, there is reafon to believe, will
be equally. connefted with the latter.

Tuese ideas naturally arife, in the mind
ofevery American citizen, efpecially on tkis
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Anniverfary of our country’s natal hour.
While we review, with gratitudc and exul-
tation, the various fteps which have paved
the way for our political advancement, we
are obviouily led to fearch tor the happy
principles, which laid at the foundation of
thefe—And while we fuffer fancy to draw
afide, for a moment, the veil which covers
futurity, and to difclefe 1ts bright {cenes, we
cannoct oveilook the fame objefts, on the
extenfion and farther influence of which, we
are to build our hopes.

We have convened, indeed, principally
to celebrate the completion of another year
of freedom to our weftern world. We are
to keep this day as a memorial of the time
which gave rife to the prectous privileges
we enjoy, as a fovereign and independent
people. It may, therefore, be imagined,
thatouronly proper employment, onthe pre-
{ent occalion, is, to take a retrofpett of the
interefiing f{cenes, which that glorious #ra
prefented to the mind, and to recount the
noble atchievements, which, under the di-
rection of infinite wildom, laid the founda-
tion of vur profperity and happinels, But
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why fhould our chief attention be direted
toward thefe objeéts? They are objefls, in-
deed, upon which to gaze, delights and ele-
vates the patriotic mind. They are obje(is,
which, to lofe fight of, 1s to forfeit the cha-
rafter of a faithful citizen. But,at the fame
time, they are objefts toc familiar to all pre-
fent to need the tormality of repetition. I
addrels many of thofe who were near wit-
nefles of thele ftupendous tranfaftions ; and
not a few wh:. were agents in the important

work. Whole hearts burn within them, at
the recolleftion of events, which the world
beheld with amazement: and who view
with tranfport, the political greatnefs which
thefe events were the means of ufhering in,
‘and eftablifhing in our country.

Ix an audience of this defcription, then,
where 1s the neceflity of my trefpaffing on
your patience, by a bare recital of whatis fo
well known, and fo feelingly remembered ?
Where 1s the need of my attempting, with
minute care, to call up to your view, the
patriotic and wife management of our coun-
fels, o thofe #rving times—the fortitude and

enthnfaitic svdor of our heroes—the ] plen-
B
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dor of our concuefts—or the dignity an
glory to which we are cxaited by the fu-
preme  Arbiter of naiions ? Rather let us
turn oui attention to the grand Sousce,from
which we arc to expect the long contnu-
ance, and the happy increale of thcze inva-
luable gifis of heaven.

AxD tothis cheice of a fubje&t I am allo
led by the recoliettion, that the refp\.\.;able
SocieTy to which this difcourle 1s,1n a par-
ticular manper, addrefled, hold up, as the
great object of their attention, every thing
that may tend toc promote the progrefs of c:-
vil biberty, and to tranfmit 1t, pure and un-
defled, to the latelt pofterity. They profefs
to ftand as guardians over thofe ineftimable
rights and’ privileges, which have heen {o
dearly purchaled, and, 1n generzl, to feek, in
every form, the advantage of their country.
To anallociation eftablifhed upon fuch lau-
dable principles, nothing that is included in
thefe great outlines of their fyftem, can be
confidered either as foreign to their plan, or
heneath therr attention.  Nothing can be
confidered entirely mapplicableto their de-
figns, 1n celebrating this aufpicious day, that
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15, 1n any degree, ccunected with the promo-
tion of public dignitv and happinels.

T is under this impreffion, my [ellow ci-
tizens, that I pfopow, on the prefent octafl-
cn, to offer you a few gencral remarks on
the important influence of the Chritian re-
ligicn in promoting political freedom. - And,
as the foundation of thefe remarks, I have

cholen the words which have juft been reaa
in your hearing.

I am well aware, that thefe words, taken
in their proper fenfe, havea principal refer-
ence t0 liberty of a different kind from that
to which I would accommodate and apply
them. They refer to that glorious deliver-
ance from'the power, and the ignoble chains
of fin and fatan, which is gffefted by the Spi-
rit of the Lord, in- every foul, in which his
fpecial and’ faving influences -are found.
‘They pount-out, alio; that-releale from the
bondage of the legal adminiftration, which
the gofpel affords to all who receive it in
fincerity and truth.—But, as I am perfuaded
the propofition contained in our text i3
equally true, whether we underftand it as
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{peaking of {piritual or political liberty, we
may fafely apply it to the latter, withoutin-
curring the charge of unnatural perverfion.

THE {entiment, then, which Ithall deduce
from the text, and to illuftrate and urge
which, fhall be the principal obje@ of the
prefent difcourle, is, That the genzral pre-
valence of real Chriflanily, in any govern-
thent, has a dire@ and tmmediate tendency -to
promote.and to confirmtherein, political-tiberty.

THis important truth may be eftablifhed,
both by attending to the nature of this re-
ligion, in an abftra& view ; and by advert-
ing to a8, and the expenmental teﬁlmony
with which we are furnifhed by hiftory. -

TaaT the cortupe pafliond and the vices
of men, have, in all agés of the world, been
the grand fource and fapport of tyranny,
and of every fpeciesd of political-and domef-
tic oppreffion; is a truth too well known, and
too generally admibred, t6 require formal
proof, on the préfedt’ occafion. A mo-
ment’s refle@icn oz ¢he naturé-of tyrannv,
and of thofe di‘hofitions in the eonftituent
members of fociety, which lead t6 its origin
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and advancement, is fufficient to convince
every unprejudlccd ‘mind, that human de-
pravity is the life and the foul of flavery:

What was it that firfkraifed this monfler from
~ the infernal regions, and gave him a'dwel-
~ ling among meén, but ignorance, on the'ohe
hand, and on the other,ambition and pride?
Thele his complotters and aflpciates;:pros
ceeding in a ftate of indiffoluble eonneétion;
have always held up his deformed head,and
wield=d his iroh-fod. Together they have

invariably come into being—together thcy

~ have dvcd and flourithed—and mto one

common grave have they fink at laft.

“THE truth is, that pohncnl hberty doeq
not reft, folely, on the form of governmeat,
under whicha nation may happen tolive. It
does not confift, altogether, in the arrange-
mcnt or in the balance of power ; nor éven
in the rights and privileges whichthe con-
ftitation offers to every ciizen. Thefe in:
deed, muft be acknowledged to have a con-
fiderabic effett mn 1ts promotidn or decline.
But we fhallficd, on a clofe mfpettion, that
fomething elfe is of equal, if not of greater
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importance. Cafes may eafily be conceived,
where, without a fingle material or glaring
deficiency in. any of thefe, true and defira-
ble liberty may be almoft unknown : and,
on the other hand, where, under the moft
wretchied orgg;njzation of government, the
fubftance of freedom may exift and flourifh.
Human laws are. too imperfect, in them-
{elves, to fecure completely this ineflimable
bleﬂi’ng It muft have us feat in the hearts
and difpefitions of thole individuals which
compole. the. body politic ; and it is with
the hearts - and difpofitions of men that
Chriftianity is converfant. When, there-
fore, that perfeltlaw of liberty, which this ho-
ly religion includes, prevails and governs in
the-minds of all, their freedom relts upon
a:bafks more folid and immoveable, than hu-
man-wifdom ‘¢an devife.—For the obvious
tendency of this: divine fyftem, in all its
parts,is, in the language of its great Author,
to bring-delsverance to the captives, and the
opening of the prifon to them that are bound ;
tv undo the::heavy burihens ; to let the op-
prefled go free ; and ic break every yoke. But
te be. more particular—
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THE prevalence of real Chriftianity, tends
to promote the principles and the love of
political freedom, by the dolirines which 1¢
teaches, concerning the human charaéter,
and the unalienabie rights of mankind ;
and by the virtues which it 1inculcates, and
leads its votaries to practice.—Let us take
a hafty view of each of thele—

Cax oppreflion and {lavery prevail among
any people who properly underftand, and
are {untably impreffed with, thofe great Gof-
pel truths, that all men are, by nature,
equal—children of the fame common Father

—dependent upon the {fame mighty power,
and candidates for the fame glorious 1m-

mortality ? Muft not defpotifm hide his
head in thole regions, where the relations
of maa to man are diftinétly realized—
where citizens, of every rank, are confider-
ed as a band of brethren, and where the
haughty pretenfions of family and blood,
are viewed in all their native abfurdity, and
in thofe odious colours in which this {ub-
lime {yftem reprefents them ? In fhor:, muft
not every fentiment, favorable to {lavery,
be forever banifhed from a nation, 1in whicl,
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by means of the benign hght of the glon-

ous Sun of righteoufnefs, all the human
-trace are viewed as fubje(t to the fame great

laws, and amenable to the fame awful tri-
‘bunal, in the end.

CHRISTIANITY, on the one hand,teaches
thofe, who are raifed to places of authorty,
that they are not intrinfically greater than
thofe whom they govern ; and that all the
rational and juftifiable power with which
they are invelted, flows from the people, and
is ‘.‘nendent on their {overeign pleafure.—
There s a love of dominion natural to every
human creature ; and in thofe who are def-
titute of religion, this temper 1s apt to reign
uncontrouled. Hence experience has al-
ways teftified, that rulers, left to them{elves,
are prone to imagine, that they are a fupe-
rior order of beings, to obey whom, the
ignoble multitude was made, 4:d thet their
aggrandizement is the principal defign of
the focial compa&. But the religion of the
'Gofpel, nghtly underftood, and cordially
embraced, utterly difclaims fuch unworthy
fentiments, and banifhes them with abhor-
rence from the mind. It contemplates the
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happinefs of the community, as the prima-
ry object of all political affoctations—And
it teaches thofe, who are placed at the helin
of government, to remember, that they are
called to prefide over ejuals and friends,
whofe beft intereft, and not the demands of
felfithnels, 1s to be the obje(t of their firft
and higheft care.

~ On the other hand,Chrifthanity, wherever
it exerts 1ts native influence, leads every
citizen to reverence himfelf—to cherifh a
free and manly fpirit—to think with bold-
nefls and energy—to form his principles up-
on fair enquiry, and to refign neither his
confcience nor his perfon to the capricious
will of men. It teaches, and it creates in
the mind, a noble contempt for that abjett
{fubmiflion to the encroachments of defpo-
tifm, to which the ignorant and the unprin-
cipled readily yield. It forbids us to call,
or to acknowledge, any one mafter upon
earth, knowing that we have a Matfter in
Heaven, to whom both rulers, and thofe
whom they govern,are equally accountable.
In a2 word, Chriftianity, by illuminating

the minds of men, leads them to confider
C
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themfelves, as they really are, all ¢s-ordinate
terrefirial princes, ftripped, indeed, of the
empty pageantry and title, but retaining the
fubftance of dignity and power. Underthe
influence of this illumination, how natural
to difdain the fhackles of oppreflion—to
take the alarm at every attempt to trample
on their juft rights; and to pull down, with
_indignatior, from the feat of authority,every
“boid invader I o

BuTt again—The prevalence of Chrifti-
anity promotes the principles and the love
of political freedom, not only by the now-
ledge which it aftords of the human charac-
ter, and of the unalienable rights of man-
kind, but alfo by the duties which it incul-
cates, and leads 1ts votaries to difcharge.

THE fruits of the {pirit are, juftice, love,
gentlenefs, meeknefs, and temperance : Or,
in other words, thefe are among the diftin-
guifhed graces and duties, which the Chrif-
tian fyftem not only commands us conftant-
ly to regard, but which it creates in the
mind, and which are -found to prevail, ina
greater or {maller degree, 1n all who fincere-
ly adopt it. Now thefe are unqueftionably
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the grand {upports of pure and undefiled
Liberty—They ftand equally oppofed to the
chains of tyranny, and to the licentioufnefs
of anarchy.

ITis a truth denied by few, at the prefent
day, that political and domeftic {lavery are
inconfiftent with juflice, and that thefe muft
neéeffarily wage eternal war—So that,
wherever the latter exifts in perfeétion, the
{ormer mult fly before her, or fall profirate
at her feet. 'What, then, would be the hap-
py confequence, if that goiden rule of our
holy religion, which enjoins, that we fhould
do unto all men whatever we would wifh
that they fhould do unto us, were univerfal-
ly received and adopted ? Wefhould hear
no more of rulers plundering their fellow
citizens of a fingle right; nor of the peo-
ple refuling that obedience to equitable
laws, which the public good requires. We
{hould fee no oppreflor claiming from his
equals, afubjeftion which they did not owe ;
nor fhould we fze the latter lifting up their
lawlefs hands, to refent the realonable re-
quifitions of an authority conftituted by
themfelves, In fhort, were this principle
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univerfally to predominate, we fhould fec
nothing, on the one fide, but demands
founded on a fineere regard to the general
intereft ; and, on the other, that ready com-
pliance, which promotes the peace and hap-
pinefs of fociety.

No lefs extenfively beneficial in 1ts effeis
on civil hiberty, is that pure and refined Je-
nevolence, which the Chriftian {yflem incul-
cates, and eftablifbes 1a the minds of thofe
who are under its govcrnment. Though
the conftitution of a country be ever {o de-
feftive; yet if every rank of citizens be
under the hab:ituzal infiuence of that uni-
verfal charity and good will, which 15 one
of the diltinguifhed glories of our holy reli-
gion, there will freedom fubflantialiy flou-
rith. To fuppofe that oppreilion, with the
numerous hell-born woes, which follow mn
his train, can be cherithed n regions, where
the mild Spirit of benevoience and love
reigns, 1s to fuppole that the moft difcor-
dant principles are capable of uniing ; that
demons of darknefs, and angels of hight
can dwell together in harmony.—Im;jofl-
Gble I Wherever that heavenly temper is
lound, which, like the Deity hiwfc!f de-
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lights in {howering down bleflings, both on
enemtes and friends; there wiil the unali-
cnable rights of men be acknowledged, and
cvery infringement of them will be viewed
with abhorrence.®

Nor let us omit to take notice of the pe:
culiar tompeirance and moderation, which the
Gofpel {yflemenjoins. Thefe are of no lefs
1mporiance, with refped to their influence
on poliucal happinefs, in general, and efpe-
cally as they affett the iniereft of civil Ii-
berty. It 15 an obfervaton as old asth
falt upon which it is founded, that nothing
move certainly tends, to fubvert the princi
ples ot freedom, and abate a laudable en-
thufiaim for republican equality, than ade;

* Hereatwill, perhaps, be ebjeled, that hewen r jufl thefe remarks
riay appear tn theery, yet thetr force is rot a Lttle weakened, by ad-
verting to the rumerens perfecutions and wavs, to which Chrifliamiy
f1s grven Tifec—ut el it be remembered, that Chrifitanity hes been
mire froquently the mere pretest, then the true motive, of thefe mul-
trlind (:J‘s of vuclty wndirtsl rance, whi h fully the pages of hifis-
Y. (’zre» ally heve the cfstring of cmbitiom, revengr, or fome
eqtal’y corrupt principle, seen attraduted to religion, and fuppoled ts
hooe mothing elfe for ther origin,  Bul admitting for amoment, thgt
Cirifaamity has tvzealily, ben the caufe of much mifckief of this
kiad; yetitwas Caridlanity Aamefully mifanderflood, end impionfly
aorverl Ao 1 weas not the pure and bencvolent f~fi:m of the Gol2ed,
fed dind zealaad mad Tanitinm,

-
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parture from that fimplicity of manners, and
that prevailing moderation, which our reli-
gion inculcates and promotes. Ever fince
the eftablifhment of civil {ociety, the words
of the Roman Poet, when fpeak ing of his
own country, have beer applicable to moft
great empires -
— - Seevior armis
Luxuria incubust, villiumgue vlcifitur orben.
| Juv.

- Bur for this evil, there 1s 1:0 preven-
tive that promifes fo much fucccis, no cure
{o effe€tual, as that which is here prefented.
Chriftianity, more powerful than human
ftrength, and more efficacious than human
law, regulates the paflions, and roots out the
corruptions of men. It not only tames the

favage breaft, and gives a deadly blow to
barbarity of manners; butalfo tends to
quench every extravagant thirft for power;
to beat down every high thought, that exalt-
eth itfelf againft the general good ; and to
render men contented with thole rights
which the God of nature gave them. While
thefe difpofitions prevail, flavery muft fland
at an awful diftance, bound in chains, and
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Liberty, fair daughter of the fkies !
Walk in majeftic {plendor c’er the land,
- Breathing her joys around.

Havine thus contemplated,in an abftratt
view, the native tendency of the Chriftian
religion, to promote civil liberty ; let us now
take our ftand with Hiftory, that miftrefs of
wildom, and friend of virtue, who from her
exalted ftation, caufes human events to pafs
n review, before her impartial tnbunal.

WHEN we compare thofe nauons, in
which Chrniftianity was unknown, with thofe
which have been happily favored with the
light of {piritual day, we find ample reafon
to juftify the remarks which have been
made. It may be aflerted, with few excep-
tions, that there never was a regularly orga-
nized government, fince the foundation of
the world, where the true religion was not
received, 1 which political flavery did not
hold a gloomy reign.*—It has been general-

A 54

* To relate the enovmities of defpotifm, and the confzquent deg?'a.
dation and wretchedn-fs to which human nature has been reduced,
in many parts of the globe, would be equally frocking and in redible
to an American car.  How mufl the lives and fevtunes of men Fave

been (ramplea ufor, among the Mexicans, when, at the dedication
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ly found, indeed, that in propottion as the
faint glimmenngs of the light of nature,
with which Pagan nations were favored, ga-
thered firength, and grew 1n brightaefs, 1n
the fame proportion has fomething like {o-
cial freedomn been promoted and extended.
But thefe glimmerings have £iil proved in-
adequate to the defirable purpole, of 1m-
pariing to their liberty a confiftent and per-
manent chara@er.* As examples of this
truth, you will readily recur to the Atrican
and Afiatic kingdoms, net excepting fome
in other quarters of the globe.

‘On the other hand, it may be obferved,
with equal confidence, and with fewer ex-
ceptions, that there never was a government,
in which the knowledge of pure and unde-
filed Chriftianity prevailed, in which, at the
faine time, delpotfm held his throne with-

of their great temple, we are told they kad 6o or 70,000 fuman fa-
crificec ; and that the ufual amount of them, annually, was about
20,000 ! Sz Clavigero’s Hiftory of Mexico. vol. 1. page 281,

* The repudlics of Greece and Rome muf! be ackaowledged, tn fome
degrec,exceptions o this gemeral remark.  Lut even aming them,
nwmraus were tne inflances in wrich the affi<ft of ther poliical af-

Girs Saeteiimiry (o ther fad wast of Chriflian kncwledge.
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out controul.® It is true indeed, that in the
Chriflian world, during thofe centuries
wherein grofs fuperftition reigned, and the
truth was buried in darknefs, {lavery reared
his head, and {cattered his poifon among
men. It is true, that then, the cloud of op-
prefiton fat thick and deep over the nations,
and the world was threatened with a relapfe
into ancient barbarity. But when, at the
aulpicious xra of the reformation, the great
fource of day role again upon the benight-
ed world ; when the true knowledge of the
Lord revived, the truth fpeedily made men

free. When, in bis {plendid and giorious
light, they began to fee what they were, and

what they ought to be; they delayed not to
caft off their chains, and to affert their rights,
with dignity and indeperdence. This is the
light, which ever fince thofe days, has been
gradually undermining the throne of tyran-
ry in Europe.t Thisis the light, which, ga-
* ¢ Chrifuanity, fays Baron Montefjuien, has prevented dc_)potc
ifm frombeing cflablified tn Ethiopia, notwithflancing the heat of

the climate, the largenefs of the empire, and its fituation inthe midft
cf African defetic flates.”

+ One of the bivtereft enemies of Chriflianity, Mr. Hume, obferves,
tzat < the preciaus ‘parks of liberty were kindled and preferved by
D
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thering ftrength and refinement, by 1its pal-
fage over the mighty deep, hath kirdled a
flame in this weftern world, which, we truft,
will continue to blaze, with encreafing
brightnefs, while the Sun and Moon fhall
endure.

No-r is it political flavery alone, that yields
to the mild and benign Spirit of Chrifhianity.
Experience has fhewn, that domeftic flave-
ry allo flies before her, unable to ftand the
teft of her pure and holy tribunal. After
the introduttion of this religion into the Ro-
man empire, every law that was made, relat-

the Puritans i England ; and that, tothis fed, whafe principies ap-
gear o frivolous, and whefe habits fo ridiculous, the Englifk owe the
whole freedom of thair conflitution.” The unfounded and malicious
refle®ion which tiis pafage contains, defere:s ne comment. ‘[ he
conceflica is worthy of notice, as it is th: conceffiom of an advesfary.

It way alfo be mentioned, inthis place, that ent of the 17 provinces
of the Low Countries, which groaned under the tyranny of Philip 11,
only the 7, now called the United Provinces, wbich admitted and
efiablifhed the principles of the reformation, fucceeded in their attempys
to throw off the Spanifk yoke. The reft, indeed, made a yeint effort
to gain ther liberty, but failed 5 and are not, to ihis day, a free
people. A remarkable teflimony, that Chrifiianity can only be ex-
pelled to exert her mative influence, and produce the happieft offells,
when fhe appears in her beautiful fmplicsty, firipped of that gaudy
and deforming atlire, with which corrupt and ambitious men have

ever been chfpofed to clothe her,
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ing to flaves, was intheir favor, abating the
rigors of fervitude, until, at laft, all the {ub-

jefts of the empire were reckoned equally
free.*

HumaniTy, indeed, 1s fhill left to deplore
the continuance of domeftic{lavery, in coun-
tries bleft with Chriftian knowledge, and po-
litical freedom. The American patriot muft
heave aninvoluntary figh,at the recollettion,
that, even in thefe happy and fingularly fa-
vored republics, this offspring of infernal
malice, and parent of human debafement, 1s
yet {uffered to refide. Alas, that we fhould
fo foon forget the principles, upon which
our wonderful revolution was founded !

* When Pope Gregory the great, who flourifhed toward the end
of the 6th century, gave biberty to fome of his flaves, ke offered this
reafon for 1 “ Cum Redemptor nofter, totius Conditor na-
ture, ad hoc propitiatus, humanam carmem volucret affumere, ut
divinizatis fue gratia, dirempto (‘qua tenebamur captivi) vinculo,
prifine nos reflitueret Lbertati : falubriter agitur, fi homines, quos
ab initip iberos natura protulit, et jus gentium jugo fudflituit ferve-
{utis, in ed, qud nats fucrant, manumittentis beneficio, libertali red-
dantur.” Gregor : Magn : ap. Potgicfs : lib. iv. ¢. 1. fed. 3.
H'hat a triumph is here exhilited, of Chriftian principles, ver the
Sfordid diflatcs of pride and feififhnefs ! Wouid to God we could
more frequently hear this language, and fee carrgfponding prattice,
in Curiftiins of the prefeat day !
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But, to the glory of our holy religion,and o
the honor of manv benevolent mmds this
monfter has received a fatal blow, and will
{foon, we hope, fall expiring to the ground.
Already does he tremble, as it lus deflrulion
were at hand.—\With pleafure do we behcld
many evident prefages of the approaching
pertod, when Chniftianity fhail extend her
{ceprre of benevolence and love over every
part of this growing empire—when opprel-
{ion fhall not only be foftened of his rigours ;

but fhall take his flight forever trom our
land.

TuaT happier times, and a more exten-
{ive prevalence of liberty, are not far diftant,
there are numerous reafons to believe.—If
{o fignal and glorious has been the influence
of Chriftianity, in promoting pohucal and
domeftic freedom, notwithitanding her re-
{trained and narrow operation among men,
what may we not expett, when her domini-
on fhall become univerfal? If fuch have
been her trophies, amidft {fo much oppofi-
tion, and the continual ftragsles of contra-
ry principles, what may we not indulge the
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hope of feeing, when her empire fhall be co-
extenfive with terreftrial inhabitants—when
the knowlodge of the Lord fhall cover the earth,

as tne waters cover lhe depths of the fea 2

THEN, may we not conclude, that univer-
{al harmony ard love, and as the neceffary
coafequence of thefe, univerfal liberty, thall
prevall ? Then, may we not confidently
hope, that opprellion fhall be as much ab-
horred, and as much unknown, »s fre:dom

15, at prefent, in many parts of the globe

That the name of man, of wha: cver nation,
or kindred, cr people, or tongue, fhall then
be the fignal of brotheriy affe@ion :—When
the whole human race, uniting as a band of
brethren, fhall know no other wifhes, than

to promote their common happinefs, and to
glority their common God :—When Zhere
Shall be nothing to hurt nor deftroy in all the
foly mountain of God—uwhen. the defart fhall
rejoice, and bloffom as the rofe ; and whenthe
kingdoms of this world, fhall become the king-
doms of oui Lord, and of hus Chrift 2

TaAGINE not, my fellow citizens, that
thele ave the flights ofa vain and difordered
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fancy. The facrcd volume teachesus to
comfert one another with thefe words, and to
triumph in the glortous profpeét. The Au-
thor of truth himf{elf, bids us ook forward,

with joy and gladnefs, to
ghs —
when, from the rifing of the Sun, to the geins

(& ‘,)v
down Uhereof, has name [kall have frec cowfﬂ

and be glorified.
To the introduttion of thefe happy days,

it feems as 1f the prefenttime afforded many
hopeful preluces. Can we turn our eyesto
the Europcan {tates and kingdoms—can we
behold their convulfive ftruggles, without
confidering them as all tending to haften this
heaverly ®ra? ['fpecially, can we view the
iterefting fituation of our AFFECTIONATE
AxvLiEs, without indulging the delightful
hopfe, that the [parks, which are there feen
rifing (oward keaven, though in tumultuous
confuﬁon {hall {»on be the mezans of kind-
ling a gene2! flame, which fhall 1ilummate
the darkeﬁ and reanoteit corners of the east

and pour uzon ihcm the eftulgence of ten-

fold glory ?

“ The bleft Immanuel’s gentle rer
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Tz fplendor of their profpedlsis, indeed, -
not aliogether unclouded. But, we trult,
that every difficelty and diforder will {pced-
ily vanifh, and give place to harmony, and
eflicient government. We truft, that He
who rides in the wherlwind, and divelts the

Storm, will wield their fierce democracy with
his mighty arm-—hufh the rude noife of war
in their borders—breathe propitious upon
their counfels—and, 1n theend, crown their
exertions with abundant fuccels.—

TrE glorious {tructure, which this once
opprefled people are employed in erefiing,
has been aflailed by numerous malignant
foes. Black, and awfully threatning clouds
have hung over 1t—the rains have deicend-
ed—the floods have poured forth—the wiads
have blown—they have all beat violently
upon 1t; but, as if founded upon a rock, it
has yet flood. And we hope it will ftand.
We hope that, bidding calm defiance to the
fury of every tempeft, 1t will continue to rife
with increafling greatnefs, until time fhall be
no more. Ceale, then! ye fhortfighted fons
of ambition, who would oppole this impor-
tant work ; ye who delight in oppreflion,
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and who feed on the miferies and debale-
ment of men; ceafe to 1magine, that by
your feeble arm, you fhall be able to with-
ftand the Mighty One of lirael! —Remem-
ber, that if this caufe be of the Lord, you
cannot overcomeit; and if, haply, you be
found fighting againlt God, your labors, hke
thofe of the unhappy fufferer of old, will
but revert upon your own heads.

Let the haughty kings of the earth, then, fei
themfelves, and the rulers take counfel togelher,
agawnft the Lord, and againft the work of his
hands;—He that fitteth wn the heavens will
Naugh—the Lord will have them wn derifion.
If this wonderful Revolution be, as ‘{ve truft,
a great link in the chain, that 1s drawing on
the reign of univerfal harmony and peace ;
if 1t be occafioned by chrifhian principles,
and be defigned to pave the way for their
complete eftablifbment, however it may ap-
pear to be fullied by 1rreligion and vice,* it
15 the caule of God, and will at laft prevail.

* The Author is well aware, that, in ofering his fentiments, thi,
freely, en the French Revolution, k- flands upon controverled jround.

It would, :herefore, 1ll become hisinexperience, and more particu-
lavly his profeliiony to enter into the detalis, cr tie warmth of
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Havinc thus commented, in a general
manner, on fome of the leading objefts,

this argument. He cannot hlp thinking, however, that the great
pillrs of this-Revolution refl upon thofe natural rights of men,
which arc affumed by the beft writers on government; and upon
thofe fundamental principles of religion which the Author of our .a-

tures has revealed. -

[t s obje€l:d to this revolution, that it has been flained by vio-
knce and inkumanity of the moft attrocious and unneceffary kind.
Wherever a life has been wantonly deflroyed, or other feverities un-
neceffarily inflicled, no one fhould withhold his cenfure. But fhall
we make no diflinlion betweer. the crimes of an enraged multitude,
and the decifions of conflituted authorities ? or, between the preci-
pitancy of a popular affembly, at the crifis of a flruggle, and the
deliderations of [ectled government & Hhen a nation, folong d:firef-

ofed, lifts her avenging arm. and breaks her chains on the heads of

her oppreffors s when a peopl- make a violent effort, to overturn the
mountains of defpotifm under which they are buried, can we expeld
perfel wifdom, prudence, and moderation to guide all their exerti-
ons ? While man remains fuch a creature as he 1s, this would be g
miracle indeed

But it will be further afked---Why, fince the great objefl of this
difourfe is to cfablifh a natural conneélion between chriffianity ard
pobitical liberty 5 why, in France, amiaft the grevalence of thelatier,
docs the former app-ar to be fo little refpefled und acknowledged, ef-
pecially among the principal friends and promoters of the revelution ?
Wh do we not fee a remarkable attention to real religion, amidft fo
many exertions to fecurethe rightsof men & Thi anfwer ts, that Chrif-
tianity, confidered as a fyfiem of principles, in 1h-cry, may produce
extenfive effells, where its fpecial and faving influence is extremely
fmall.  Nay, every attentive chferver of human affairs, hesdoubi-
lefs difcavered a fecret but tmportant speration of thefe drincipl:s, en
minds adlually defpifing and rcjc’ging tiem. The onz half of that
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which prefented themfelves from the pal-
fage of {cripture which was chofen, the firft
emotions which naturally arife, both from
the preceding remarks, and this interefting
occafion, are thole of grautude and of
praife. Here, happily, our thankfulnefs as
patriots, ana our thankfulnefs as chriftians,
perfeltly coincide, and are inieparably con-
neted togethert.

LET us unite, then, in offering our grate-
iul acknowledgments, to the Sovereign

lizit, in which infidels boaft, as the fplendid refult of reafon aloue,
5, infad, the light of revelation; and while they contemn its grand
Source, they adopt and ufe it, in all their religieus creeds, and in
many cf their dmly aflions. A fmall extznfion of this theught, will,
perhaps, when applied to the French natien, andto all fmilar cafes,
go far towa-d folving the difficulty in quefion—That people may
be alting inthe ligh: of chriftian principles, though they kncw it not,
weither regard them, A deliverance fromthe darkuefs of fuperfition,
;nay have led them, at once, to ciff off (h: chains of tyranny, and
t rengunce even the jufl reflraints of real Chrylianity.

But, after all ; is there not reafon to hope, that many of the a:-
counts which have besn circulatedin America, refpefling the diforder,
vice, and contempt of all facred things, prevalent in France, arelo-
tally groundlefs ? Is it not pcfhble, that theve is much more regular-
ty, decorum, and rea! religion, in that firugsling Republic, than her
neishboring enemies, fo fond of mifreprefentation and calumny, are
willing to aliow # 1hat many fhameful inflasces of exaggeration
have deen deteflcd is well known,
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Difpenfer of all blefiings, that, while many
nations are covered with the mantle of
darknefs and fuperftition ; and in confe-
quence of this, are groaning under the yoke
of fervitude ; the Sun of righteoufnefs hath
rifen upon us, with healing in his wings 5
and hath taught us,in a political view, to
know, and to maintain our proper charaéter.
Let us blefs his holy name, that, under the
influence of this light, we have been led to
aflert the dignity of human nature—to throw
off the chains of oppreflion—to think and
aft for ourfelves, and to acknowledge no
other king than the King of the univerfe.
Let us blefs his name, that, under the gui-
dance of the fame light, we have been led to
frame a confltitution, which recognizes the
natural and unalienable rights of men;
which renounces all limits to human liber-
ty, but thofe which neceflity and wifdom
prefcribe ; and whofe great objett 1s, the
Zensral good. O give thanks unto the Lord!
for he 15 good; for his mercy endureth for-
ever. Let the redeemed of the Lord fay fo,
whom he hath redeemed from the oppreffor, and
delivered from all their deflruétions. Q that
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men would pratfe the Lord, for his goodnefs,
and for his wonderful works to the children of
men ! |

Acain ; if it be a folemn truth, that the
prevalence of Chriftianity, has a natural and
immediate tendenc to promote political
freedom, then, thofe are the trueft and the
wifeft patriots, who ftudy to encreafe 1ts in-
fluencein fociety. Hence it becomes every
American citizen to confider this as the great
'palladium of our liberty, demanding our

firft and higheft care.

THE Lord hath done great thirgs for us,
whereof we are glad.  1he lines are fallen un-
1o ws in pleafant places, yea, we have a goodly
heritage. 'We poflefs an extenfive, noble
country. Ferulity and bcauty vie with
each other, in favor of our eale, accom-
modation, and delight. Every avenuc to
national importance, and. the felicity of 1n-
dividuals, is opened wide. Let 1t, then, in
addition to all thefe advantages, and to
completeits glory, letat be Immanueli’s land.
"L his will refine, and inconceivab}y apprect-
ate your freedom. This will render you at
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once the pattern, and the wonder of the
world.

To each of you, then, my fellow ci-
tizens, on this Anniverfary of our Inde-
pendence, be the folemn addrefs made! Do
vou wilh to fland faft in that Liberty, where-
with the Governor of the univerfe Aath made
you free? Do you defize the encreafing prol-
perty of your country ? Do you wifh to
{ec thelaw refpeéted—good order preferved,
and univerfal peace to prevail ? Are you
convinced, that purity of morals isneceflary
for thele important purpofes? Do you be-
lieve, that the Chriftian religion 1s the firm-
eft bafis of morality ? Fix 1ts credit, then,
by adopting it yourfelves, and fpread its glo-
ry by the luftre of your example! And
while you tell to your chiidren, and to your
children’s children, the wonderful works of
the Lord, and the great deliverance which
he hath wrought out for us, teach them to
“remember the Author of thefe bleflings,and
they will know how to eftimate their value.
Teach them to acknowledge the God of
heaven as their King, and they will defpife
fubmiflion to earthly defpots. Teach them
to be Chriftians, and they will ever be free!
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ANDO, THOU EXALTED SOURCE OF LI-
BerTY ! not only grant and fecure to us
POLITICAL FREEDOM ; but may weall, by
the effeftual working of thy Mighty Power,
and through the mediation of Chrift Jefus,
be brought 1nto the GLORIOUS LIBERTY OF
THE SONS OF Gop ; that when this world,
and all that 1s therein, fhall be burnt up, we
may become citizens of a better country,

that is an heavenly.
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