~ By the UNITED STATES in CONGRESS Affembled,

A PROCLAMATION.

HEREAS definitive articles of pesce and

fiiendthip, between the United States of Ame-

tics and his Britannic majefty, were concluded

and figned st Paris, on_the 3d day of Septem-
ber, 1983, by the plenipotentiasies of the faid United States,
sod J his faid Britannic Majefty, dely and refpeQively au-
thorized for that purpofe ; Which definitive articles arein the
words following.

In the Name of the Mof Holy and Undivided
TrIiIwITY.

1T having pleafed the Divine Providence to difpole the
fearts of the moft ferene and moft potent Prince Gro;ge the
Third, by the Grace of God, King of Great-Britain, France
and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, Duke of Brunfwick and
Lunenburg, Arch-Treafurer and Prince Ele&or of the Holy
Réman Empire, &c. and of the United States of America,
to forget all patt mifanderftandings and differences, that have
unthﬂlcy interrupted the gnod correfpondence and friend-
thip which they mutually wifh to reftore 3 and to eftablith
duch a beneficial and fatisfa@ory imtercourle between the two
countries, upon the ground of reciprocal advantages and mu-
tusl convenience, as may ote and fecure to perpe-
tual and harmony : And having for this defirable end,
already laid the foundation of peace and reconciliation, by
the provifional articles, igned at Paris, 01 the 3oth of No-
vember, 1782, by the commiflioners empowered on eachpart,
which articles were agreed to be inferted in, and to conftiruic
the treaty of prace propofed to be concluded betwesn the
crown of Great-Britain and the faid United States, but which
treaty was not to be concluded until terms of peace fhould be
agreed upon between Great-Bricain anl France, and his Bri-
tannic majelty fhould be ready to conclude fuch treaty ac-
cordingly ; and the treaty between Great-Brirain and France,
having fince bzen concluded, bis Britannic majefty and the
United States of America, in order to carry into full cffcl
the grovifion1l articles ahovementioned, according o the te-
nor thereof, have conftituted and appointed, that is to fay,
His Britannic majefty on his part, David Hartley, efquire,
member of the parliament of Grear-Britain, and the faid
Unit=d Stares on their part, john Adams, elquire, late a
comm flisner of the Unized States of America at the court
of Verfailles, late delegate in congrefs from the fate of Mal-
fachufetes, anid chict jultice of tke (id fate, and minifler
plenipcteniiary of the faid United Statcs, to cheir high mighti-
neflles ihe Stazes General of the Uniced Metherlands; Benja-
min Franklia, efguire, late delegate in congrefs from the
flate of Penalylvania, prefident ﬁn conveation of the (i
ftate, and minifter plenipotentiary from the United States of
America at the court of Verfailles ; Joha Jay, efquire, lace

refident of congrefls, and chiet jultice of the ftaic of New-

ork, and miniiter plenipntentiary from the faid United States
atthe Court of Madrid, to be the plenipotentiaries for the
concludingand figning the prefentdefinitive treaty ; who af-
ter having reciprocally communicated their refpeQive full
powers, have agreed upon and confirmed the following
articles.

Agrricte 1ft. His Britannic Majefty acknowledges the
faid Unized States, viz. New-Hampthire, Maffachufects-
Bay, Rhode-Iflind and Providence Plancations, Connezlicur,
New-York, New-Jerley, Penniylvania, Delaware, Maryland,
Virginia, North-Carolina, South-Carolina and Georga, to be
free, fovereign and independent itates: that he trears wih
themn as fuch, and for himfelf, his heirs and fucceflors, re-
linquithes all claims to the goverament, propricty aud ter-
ritorial nights of the fame, and every pa: thereof :

Axrticre. 2d. Andthat all difputes which might arife in
future on the fubje@ of the boundarics of the faid United
States may be prevented, it is hereby agreed and de:lared,
that the following are and fhall be their boundaries, viz.

From the north weft angle of Nova-bdcotia, viz. thatangle
which is formed by a lice drawn doe north fram the fource
ot Saint-Croix river to the Highlands ; along the faid High-
Iands which divide thofe rivers that empty thenfelves into
the river Saint Lawrecce from thofe which tall into the At-
Jantic Ozean, to the north-wefternmoft head ot ConneRicut
river, thence down along the middle of that river to the forty-
fifth degree of north latitude ; frond thence by a line due weft
on faid latitude, until it ftrikes the river Iroquois or Catara-
quy; thence along the middle of faid siver into lake Ontario,
through the middie of faid lake until ir ftrikes the comma-
mication by water between that lak+ and l:ke Erie; thence
along the middle of faid communication into lake Erie,
through the middle of faid lake until ic arrives at the water
sommunication between that lake and lake Huron ; thence
along the middie of faid water communication into the lake
Huron ; thence through the middie of 2’1 lake to the water
communication between chat lake and Jake Superior ; thence
through lake Superior northward of the iftes, Royal and Phi-
lipesux to the long lake; thence through the middic of faid

long lake snd the wster communication ‘between it and the
lake of the Woods, to the faid lake of the Woods ; thence
through the faid lake to the molt north-weftern point thereof,
and trom thence on s due weft courfe to the river Miflifippi ;
thence by a line to be drawn along the middle ot the faid
tiver Miflifippi, until it thall interfect the northernmolt part
of the thirty-brit de of north latitude. South by a line
to be drawn due eaft from the desermination ot che linc lagt
mentioned, in the lasitude of thirty-one degrees north of the
equator, to the middle of the river Apalachicola or Cacahouche;
thence along the middlc thereof to its jun&ion with the Flint
viver s thence fraight to the head of Saint Maq,v s rivers
and thence down alung the middle of Saint Mary's river to
the Atlantic Qcezn. Eaft by a line to be drawn along the
middle of the river Saint-Croix, from its mouth in the bay of
Fundy to its fource, and from its fource dise@ly north 1o
the aforefaid Highlands which divide the rivers that fall into
the Adlantic Ocean from thole which fall into the river Saiat
Lawrence? comprehending all iflan ds within twenty Jeagues of
any part of the fhores of the United States, and lying MW¢fﬂ
J:nes to be drawn due eaft from the points where the atorcfaid
boundarics between Novs-Scotia on the one part, and kafl
Flor:da on the other, fhall refpeively touch thebay of Fundy,
and the Atlantic Ocean; excepting fuch iflands as now are
or heretofore have been within the limits of the fald pro-
vince of Neya Scotia .

Ar1scrr. 3d. ftis agreed that she pevplcof the united
States fhall continue 1o enjoy unmolefted the right to take fith of
every kind ou the Grand Bank, sad on all the ocher banks
of Mewfoun iland 3 alfo in the gulph of Saint Lawrence, and
at all other jlaces in the fea, where the inhabicants of both
countries uled at any time heretofore to fith ; and alfo that
the inhabita:’s of the Unsted States fhall have liberty totake
fith of every kisd on luch part of the cosfl of Newfoundland
as Britith fihermen (hall ufe, (but not w dry or cure the
fame on that {fland) and allo on the cosits, bays snd creeks
of all other of his Britannic Majefty’s dominions in America s
and taatthe Ame.ican fithermen fhall bave liberty to dry and
cure fith in any of the unfetticd bays, harbours and crecks of
Nowva-Scoia, Magdalen iflands, and Labradore, fo long as
the fams fhal! remiin unfettled, bot fo foon as the fame or
cither of them (hall bz fetcled, it fhall not be lawful for the
faid fihermen to dry or cure fith at fuch fettlement, without a
pr.vious agrecment for that purpofe with the- inhabitants,
pruprictoss or pollefiars of the ground,

ArTicts 4th.  Jeis agreed that creditors on either fide,
fhall meet with no lawful impediment to the recovery of the
tull value in Rerling moncy, of all bona fide dubis hereiofore
contralted.

AaTicrz sth. It is agreed that the Conzrefs thall ear-
neftly recommend it to the legiflacures of the refpe@ive (tates,
to provide for the refticution ot all chtates, rights and pro-
perties, which have been confilcated, belonging to real Bri-
tilh fubjelts, and alfo of the eitates, rights and properties
ot perfons refident indiftti@s in the pofleflion of his majeity’s
arms, and who have not borae arms againtk the faid ynited
States. And that perfonsof any other defcription thall have
free libercy to go 1o any partor parts of any of the Thirteen
united Stater, and therein to remain twelve months unmo-
Jefted in their endeavours to obtain the reftitusion of fuch of
their eltates, rights and propertics, as may have been conSif-
cated ; and thac Congrels fhall alfo earnellly recommend ¢o
the feveral ftates a reconfideration and revifion of all aétsor
laws regarding the premifes, {0 as to render the f2id laws or acts
perfeltiy confiteat, n oniy with jultice and equity, but with
that fpirit of conciliation, which on the return of the blefl-
ings of peace fhould univerially prevail  And that Congrefs
fhal) alfo earneftly recommend to the feveral ftates, that che
eltates, rights and properties of fuch lak mentioned perfons
fhall be reitored to them ; they refunding to any perfons who
may be now in poficflion the bona fide price (where any has
been given) which fuch perfons may have paid on purchafing
any of the faid lan.ds, rights or provertses fince the confifcaci-
on. Anditis agreed that ail perfons who bave any interelt
in confiicated lands, ecither by deots, marriage fcttlements, or
otherwife; fhall meet wizh no lawta) impediment in the pro-
fecution of their juft rignrs.

ArTicre 6th. That there thall be no future confil-
cations made, nor any profecutions commenced againft
any perfon or pzrfons for or by reafon of the part which
he or they may have tzken in the prefent war ; and that
no perfon thatl on that account, {uffec any future Jofs
or damage, cither in his perfon liberty or property, an i
that thofe whomay be in confinement on (uch charges,
at the time of the ratification of the tresty in America,
fhall be immediately fet at liberty, and the profecuti-
ons fo commenced be difcontinued.

ArTicLe 7th. There fhall be a firm and perpetual
peace between his Britannic Majefty and the faid States,

and between the fubje@s of the one, and the citizens
of the other, wherefore all hoftilitics both by fea and
Jand fhall from henceforth ceafe 1 all prifoners on both
fides fhall be fet at literty, and his g:;unnic Majefty
thall with all convenient fpeed, and without caufing
any deftru@ion, or carrying away any negroes or other
property of the American inhabitants, withdraw all his
armies, garrifons and Aecets from the faid United States
and from every poft place and harbour within the fame ;
leaving in al} fortificaticns the Americar artillery thar
may be therein, and (hall alfo order and caufe all ar-
chives, records decds and papers, belonging to any of
the faid flates, or their citizens, which in the courfe o
the war may have fallen into the hands of his officers,
to be forthwith reftored and delivered to the proper
ftates and perfons to whom they belong.

ArTicre 8th.  The navigation ofg the river Miffi-
fippi, from its fource to the Ocean, fhall forever re-
main frec and open to the fubje®s of Great-Britzin
and the citizens of the United States.

AxTicre gth. In cafe it fhould fo happen that any
place or territory belonging to Great-Britsin or to the
Um.ted States, {hould have been conquered by thcarms
of either from theother, before the arrival of the faid
vifional articles in America, itis agreed, that the fame
thall be reftored without difficulty, and without requi-
ring any compenfation,

ArticLz 10th. The folema ratifications of the pre-
fent treaty, expedited in good and due form, fhall be
exchanged between the contraQing parties, in the fpace
of fix months, or fooner if poffible, to be computed
from the day of the figoature of the prefent treaty,
In witnefs whereof, we the underfigned, their minifters
plenipotentiary, have in their name and in virtue of our
full powers, figned with eur hands the prefent definitive
treaty, and caufed the feals of our arms to be affixed
thereto.

DONE at Paris, this thied day of Bepi:mber,
in the year of our Lord ome thoufand feven
hundred and cighty-three.

(L.§.) D. HARTLEY, (L.S.) JOHN ADAMS,
(L.8.) B. FRANKLIN,
(L.8) JOHN JAY.

A N D we the United Stztes in Congrefs a@:mbled,
having feen and duly confidered the definitive srticles
aforefaid, did by a certain a@& under the feal of the
United States, bearing date this 14th day of January
1784, approve, ratify and confirm the fame and every
pat and claufe thereof, cngaging and promifing that
we would fincercly and faithfully perform and oblerve
the {ime, and never fuff:r them to be violated by any
one, or tranfgreficd in any manncr as far ss fhould be
in our power : and being fincerely difpofed to carry the
faid articles into execuation truly, honeftly and with
good faith, according to th= intent and meaning thercof,
we have thought prop:r by thefe prefents, to natify the
ﬁremnfcs to all the goud citizens of thefe United States,

ereby requiring and enjoining all bodies of magiftiacy,
legifative, executive and judiciary, all perfons bearsing of-
fice,civil or military, of whatever rank, or pow-
ers, and all others the good citizens ofdm‘f: Scates of
every vocation and condition, that reverensing thofe
ftipulations entered into on theiz behalf, under the au-
thority of that faederal bond by which their exiftence as
an independent people is bound up together, and is
known and acknowledged by the nations of the world,
and with thac good faith which is every man’s fureft
guide within their feveral offices jurifdi®ions and vo.
cations, they carry in‘o effe@ the faid definitive articles,
and every claale and fentence thereof, fincerely, ftrictly
and completely,

Gl YE N under the Seal of the United States,
Witnefs his Exccliency THOMAS MIFFLIN,
our Frefident, at Am:polis, this fourteenth day of
January, in the yesr of our Lord one thoufand fe-
ven hundred and eighty-four, and of the fovereign-
ty and independence of the United States of Ame~

rica the eighth,
WA 6 v
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