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HE propofed extenfion of the Excife

Law ia this Province, has ior fome davs

been the fubjeét of converfation in almoft

every compzary : And whiltl fome of you

applaud the wifdom and public (pirit of
our Legiflators, who promote the hazardous fcheme,
others do nct fcruple to condemn their want of fore-
fight, who, regardiefs of the future we!fare of their
country, detcrm:ne to fetter you with the moft odi-
ous of all taxes.

Fer my part, 1 have always confidered laws of Ex-
cifc as the Hydra of corruption and flavery ; and not.
withflanding their very plaufible introdudlions, view
them in no better iight, than cruel encroachments on
the liberty of tl.c fubjet, and moft dangerous engine;
in the hand of power.

To anfwer the exigencies of this Province, to fup.
post its dignity, aud to promote it; improvement ; to
make the rich pay in proportion to their wealth, and
to alleviate the burthen ot the pcor inhabitant, are the

laufible and infinvating pretences of the inended
impuiition —Pretences, which give the lic to common
fenle, and which wi'! impoft upon thofe only who have
no ftandard of their own to judge by ; and who de-
pead on the dixit of another, ter the geod or evil
tendency of every public meafurc. Although ic be
granted, that s fund tor the fuppoit of thi> govern-
ment i> immediately neceflary, it does not therctore
follow, that an extenfion ot our Excife Law is nccef-
fary and eligible: For certainly other mieans, by far
more fafe, may be provided fur that purjofc; means,
Icfs burthenfome 1o ti.e fubjett, lels it junous to trade,
and which would be borne wiuthh mucn 1elv complaing
by you, who are bound to fuppost guvernment.

The poor, it is fasid, now pay an Exce, when the
rich are exempted ; and theretore, fuch an extenucn
of our preient law is neceflary, as wi:l make the bur-
then general and equal. This argument, it it has
any weight, operates, in my opinion, 4 .aint! all Excite;
and thews the neceffity of abolithing tie taw new in
force. For all Excife Laws herctotore have proved
unequal ; and by their very fiame muft prove fo for
ever. But, in order to make the wealthy pay an Ex.
cife, the poor man muit have an additicn to his bur-
thea ; the tiade of this Province nuuit be fubjeéted to
much inconvenience and lofs—bribery, curtuption,
and perjury, mof be promotcd. ard venal bands of
officers mu.t be eflablithed, to execate, when occafiosns
require, the flurdy incafures of government. T'hefe, my
Countrymen, are bu: few of the many evil, concomit-
nt with the propofed Extenfion. lacite Laws,
onze eftablithed generall,, as they will be by the in-
tended A& in this Province, will never * e 1outed out.
They are by nature (o deflru@ively prelisic, that every
futwe Scflion of Affembl: wiil teem with a new pro-
gy, for whole prefervation, myriades of fpics and
informers mukt be cseated ; fo thatin ume, jou, my
Countrymen, will be reduced to the miferabic tlate of
the flavith Parifians ; to whom sothing remains free,
but the air and the river Seine, which runs through the
aiddle of their city : For there is a gexeral exciie up-
om all things that go into Pa:is, even to the very athes,
and old lees of wine.

la the Bill ot Excife, now prepared by our Aflem-
bly, there is & clauie to this bletl.d purpoie.  * That
if ic to any fingle magilrate, on the oath or
afirmanion of the excile officer, or kis deputy, or any
credible witnefs, that there is cauf= to fufpeét that any
wise, rum, fpirits, &c. have been made ufc of by any
petfon, contrary to the ictent and meaning of the
A8, hat then, and in fuch cafe, he may grant 3 war-
raat to the collctior, who, with aconftable, may eater
any boufe, Rore, kc. wherein fuch wive, rum, &c. are
feppofed to have been made ufe of, contrary to the te-
of the A&, and break open, it he finds occafion,
clofet, &c. in order to difcover and d.uect

o that in the prefent day of harmo.
neighbourhood, any improper uic will
i> damgerou: powes, invetted in 2 magil-
the law will be executed with fo much
0 make us fenfible of its dangerous tenden-
it be 000 lots for ws (o obtain manumifon.
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The day of tivil difcord and diffention may howeve;
come upon us before we are aware ; when every finew
of pow rmay be exerted for the worlt of purpofes,
and whea the Bill, | now trcat of, may prove the
furet means of oppreflion.

The plan of a general exrife will be effe@ually laid
by the prefent bill ; and fo large a field will at leugth
b= opened for the vultures of excife to fport in, that
our private dwellings may at any hour, eithes by day
or nith. on any frivolous pretence, Le wantonly and
cruelly violated ; our famiiies diturbed, terrihed and
abufed ; in fhort, domeftic peace, thut jewel of great
price, will give us a mourntul adicu, and our iuia
will be compleat in the ruis of all public and privatg
fccurity. The parliamentary duty of 7L, flerling per ton
on Madeira wine, wa> certainly intended by govern-
ment as a prohibition of that article in America, and a
difcouragement to our foreign trade. 1f fo what mult
we fay of the prudence and public fpirit of our Atiem-
bly, who co-operate with pailiament in burthening our
trade by an inland duty of 3l. 1or. currency per ton on
the fume wine. It it be fuid that the proguted excife
is only intended to operaic as a fumptuary law, and
taat the niches and luxury of this province require it ; |
anfwer, that it 1ach regulations are neceflary, it is dme
to reduce our trade within narower bouuds, cfpecia}]y
the very ruinous tracde to Great-Britain; and 1o impole
duiics on many other artic'es, lian wine, ipiris, &,
"The itatter we obtain in return for cur wheat, floor, &c.
which we couid not verd at all times in any corfiuer-
able quantity, unlefls thote articics are ruceived in pait
Fayment: So that every tax umpofed on them muit dif-
courage their ufe in this provinee ; and of courte njute
both the Merchant and Farmer. Now it it be trye that
our trade is too extenlive, that the inhabitauts of this
province have enouzh ot wealth, and that our countr
requires no farther improvement, 1. will then filow
that every ariticle of our trale fhould ot right be taxed;
and that wherever Gieat-Eritain has imj ofid a duty on
our iinperts, cur Aflembly thou.d lay on another. But
if on the contrary, we are as yetthe indultricus inhabi-
tants of a yeung uncnltivited province, and our trade ;
which s the tourda:ion of every improvement of our
coentry, be as setin its infancy, and it the rickes of
this province, taken collectivelv, be fcarcely more than
fufiicicnt to pay our heav, debt to Great Britain, we
mutt be ftupicly fupine indeee, i we tuffer, without
muimenag, suy alt of Affembly 0 be ixed on us which,
n 1ts confequernces, will injure our trade, and deprive
us of the mo:t « tlential blefling in lite, a puacetul, hap-
py and lecure mantion.

It may be thought by fome perfons that thete is rot
much kaim ia the propoted Bill; and that guardel o,
it 15 agzintt the wicked defign, of ofhicious Placemen,
no evil confequerce to the Inhabitaats of hits province
can puflibly anfe trom it —But they widd fecabe cen-
vinced that the Bill, maderately fiamed, as they mav
now {uppole it, wiil ucver anfwer the end of enact-
ing it —T'o fave appearances, and to corciiate the ta-
vour of the man*, who mofl righteouflv weie oppofad
agzintt it, it recetved 19 mucn of the lamb's cleasing,
as was judged neceffary to hide its native deformity.
But this very covesiny wiil coun:er.ct it execution;
unlefs fome additional peral clautes e add=d, and a:
Laatt a fcore or excife 1:en in each county bz a; poinge
to enteiceit.  Nay wi this wil be found infutivent,—
and nothing will fecute it ceainit repeated violadons,
but the making tte uficers of cacise thepieives judpe.
of intradlions; as i> nuw thz wietched cafe of Grzas-
Brizain ard Ireland.

Ozhers may believethaiit fuch horrid fucanveri nces
faould attend the excile faws in this provisae, it wil
be no hard matter in furure i save them repeaicd. —
Surange infatuation ! As it the expences and craving
of guvernment were like to decicate 1 Fo. by ti:is pic
caiious tenure alone do we exjov thag o v hupe ot
being happiiy rid of the busthen.—1t mo. ev 1 waaed
by governmen:, which will be the wate 10 long as we
have any government, they wiil never give up o fure
a mcan ot fleecing the (unjolt. == 50 tiat it there e
any :aws in the world tl.at csn boat ot #'4l i ity and im-
me rtality, excie laws o all oiber wui L thoie pow
h:vs the pishumicenee R P



