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I vels to be ascertained; estimates of ex-
~nterttal ~ln.prO\letnent. I pense \0 be made; t'eport to be mad(~, to , ' ' I the leglslature, &c. : . 

[The plan of a Board of Commissioners foX' The 6th section authorises the com..: 
Illtel'nal Improvement, is. cal~uIated to be of j missioners to appoint' agents, survey'" 
great bene~!, If they shall Sit pe~'l1:,~n~ntly, ! 01'8, &c. ',I ' 

any proposItion fI'om a company ?1' mdlvlduals TI e 7tl s f on pledges and appro ... 
for sllch pm'poses, can be sllbmltte~l to them ,1 1 ec \ .. ( , 
at once" and as theil' attention will not be eli. pt'tates --r-- dollat's annually fo1' ten 
vel'ted to other objects, they \vill be enabled ! years, in aid of .'oads, bl'idges, canals, 
to expedite evel'y u~e.rul Pl'ojcc,t~ ~n~ ,\~ill i ~c. 'The money to be raised ~Y the sale 
have the !Ileans of de~I~Jlg on the mel.1g1blhty ! of bank stuck, by the collection of ar
of any, 'Ylth m,ore faCility than the legls1atul'e, rearaU'es due for lands 01' by a loan on 
whose time WIn be thus saved, If the Board 0 • i " , 

be judiciqusly selected theil'l'eqommendation the credIt of the state. , 
would always carry '\~ejght, and pet'hal)S it The 8th section provides for the I ~e~ 
might be advantageous, jf theil' powcrs should ception of proposals to conti'act fol' car;" 
he extended to authorize tl}(~m, to subscribe l'ym 0' the purposes of the bill in to exe-
~he funds of the ~tate to a,lnm~e(~ ~mount. cutign. , ' 
rhe Board of PublIc Works III 'vu·gulIa, esta· 1'1 1 ' .. I' '1 '. 
blished f01' similar purposes, have considera. • le 9t 1 secho,n (ll'ects t Ie COm~1l1S'" 
ble discretionary powel', and seem to have SIOnet'S to ascel'tam, as early as, pOSSIble; 
exercised it with grea.t effect.] the tel'lUS upon which the ditfet~ent turn .. 

pike companies will allow wagons with 
wheels of diflc1'en~ widths, to and fl'ol1). 
the city of Philadelphia, to pass toll free. 

From the llal'rislnwg C'h,'onicle, Jan, 18, 

On Wednesday: last,. in the House of 
Uelll'eSentatives, l\f., Lehman, from the' 
cOlhmittee on roads and inland naviga
tion. reported a, bill, entitled "An act 
providin~ for the appo~ntment of a board 
of commIssioners, &r.c." . ' 

Thefii'st section .of this bill pl~ovide'$ 
for the appointment of a board of com
Illissionel's to be' named in the bill, to 
consider and digest plans relative to in-
tm:nal impt'ovement. ' 
Th~2dt 3d, 4th and 5th sections di

reet.' a ,surve:r. of the territor'y which ~e
parates the' dIfferent nayigable, stt'eams 
of the; state; levels, &c. to' be taken; 
plans, drafts, and models to be executed; 
quant!~ 9f water upon the different Ie-
, VOL. I. ~ 
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The 10th provides a compensation for, 
the IcommisslOllers, &c. 

1l1'01n a Read'ing Pape'r~ 
"Our nOl,thern 'turnpike, r.'om the per

manent bridge at Berwick, has IJI'ogl'ess .. 
ed beyond expectation. Thit,ty .. tour miles 
have been completed this soason, and 
waiting the inspection of commissioners, 
-to be appointed by the governor. The:~ 
exertioils of the managers for, the corlt
'pany, haye enabled the contt'actol's,t~ 
'perform In one, season, more than: C{)1.dd 
have,b.een, expected ,in t\vo.' ,'.Chis tum ... 

~ , . 
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/'
which was continued round the gt'ave, 
j~nd ·had a very solemn and impressive 
effect. vVhen it was finished, the preach. 
Cl' ( a " coloUl'e~l" man) delivered a dis':' 
COUl'se. As Bnght have been expected, 
it was full O1'e1'1'01'8 of language, but the 
ludicrous etl(~ct of some of them was el~ 
fectually countcl'actcd by man)' stI'okes 
of pathos. In speaking of the last mo-

, ments of the deceased, he expressed him
self with much f~eling, and I think with 
mOl'e delica~y than ,I have usually wit· 
nessed. His address to th9se al'ound 
him was well calculated to 'produce an 
effect upon them, and appeared to do st). 
One sentence I pat,ticulady remember: 
",The greatest-text !s an op~n sepulchre, 
and the loudest VOIce that can be ad
dressed to you will soon be' heard on the 
boards of the coffin !" I . , 

A. B. S~ 

BOSTON llIIJL OF MORT AIJITY. 
Abstract. of the .Bill of MC)1,t:llit), for the town 

of Boston, from the 31st December, 1817, 
to the 31st December, 1818, ag'I'ceabJyto 
the record kept at the Health Ofiice. 

The deaths were caused by diseases and 
casualties, as fbllows; 

Of the forcgoing Of the above thcre 
there'were: 

Under 1 yem' 
}<'l'om 1 to 2 

2 to 5 
5 to 10 

10 to 20 
20 to 30 
30 to 4·0 
40 to 50 
.5U to 60 
60 to 70 . 
70 to 80 
80 to 90 
90tolOO 

~ ~. 

.~ I;l 

~ ~ 

~ ~ 
8:3 89 
4.9 4·9 
35 22 
18 18 
26 17 
58 52 
57 56 
60 '!9 
51 38 
36 35 
25 24 

9 11 
2 2 

-,--
509 462 

509 

Total 971 

died: 
In January' 71 

February. 60 
March 91 , 
April 79 
May. 78 
June 83 
.luly 75 ' 
AUg'l~St 77 
Septelnber 88 
October 104· 
November 89 
Dccember 76 

-
Total, 97.1 

,', 

Published by ordel' of the Board of Health. 

JA: IEH HOlllNSON, Secretal'Y. 
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,J/lilij eel hltt1,l ~ 

ll1~O'1n the 1~1'eeman's Jou1'nal. 

'Ve havc been particularly requested to re
publish the following' lettcr fi'om the late .go
,"el'llor ~l 'K(!an, writtcn but a short time prew 

violls to his dccease. . 

Abscesses 5 JJrought over 54·3 DECLJ\.RATION OF INDEPENDENCE. 
Accidental I 1 l"evcl' Typhus 1 f2 
Aneurism 1 I"its 24 Plu'ladeljJ/da, Jmw 16tll, 1817. 
Allgina Pectoris 5 Gout 1 i\fCSSI·S. "'m. M'Col'kle and Son,' . 
Apoplexy 9 Gl'avcl 1 lil::S'I'I.Bm::s-ScY(:!ral applications having 
)lu1'l1s . 2 Hcpatitis 5 becn reccntly madc to mc, to state the errOl's 
Cancel' 3 Hel'llia . 1 which I hall obscrved, and often mentioned, 
Casualty 10 Hremol'l'hagia· 4 in thc puhlications of'the namcs of the mem-
Cholel'a.3 Hooping coug'h 2 bcl'S of the Continental Congl'css, who ,de-
Consumption 138 Hyd1'occphalus 4 clal'cd' in fuyo\ll' of the indcpendcnce of the 
Cramp Ilnfililt diseases 156 United States, on the fom'th of' July, 1776-
Croup 5 lnfimn. of' hrain 1 I have not, at present, sufficient health and 
.CYlinnche Maligna llntemperancc 2 leisul'e to reply sevcrally to each application. 
Debility 2 Meqsles l' There can be but one COl'l'ect statement of 
Diseases tmknowll 24,6 Mortification ' 4 fhcts: one public statement, therefore, through 
Dl'inkhlg~col(lw~tel' 2 Old age 32 the press, will scrve the purpose of the gen-
Dl'opsy , 23 Palsy 6 tlemen who luwe made the request, and may 
Dispcpsy . 12 Phrenitis 1 also g'ivc satisfnction to thc minds, of othc1's, 
Dhmkenncss 1 Plcurjsy ~1 who have turned their thoug'hts upon the 
))l'Owned 12 Quinsy 4 subject. If 1 mn correct in my statement" it 
Dysentery 4 nickets 2 may be of lise to future histori~ns; jf not, my 
])yslll'Y . . 1 Scalds 3 erl'ors ca~l be readily corrected. I wish, thercM 
!"cycr Biliou~ . 7 Scrofula 2 fore, by means of' y,OUl' pnpel', to make the 

Intei'mlttellt 1 Spasms 6 following' statement of the facts within nIy 
· InfHumnntory ,5 Still borll 44 knowledge, l'e~tl.tive to the suhject of inquiry. 
· Nel'\,ous . 2 Suicide 4· 011 Monday, the first day of .July, 1776, the 
· PUhnol~ic 36 S,udden 12 argl~ments in Congrcss for find against, the 
~)lltr~$l 1 r.Jl~el's ID,eelal'ation of Indepehdencc having' been e,,-

/ l'ue;rperal 4 l!austed, ~nd the 11.1e~\s.llre fhlly considered, 
Total' 971. the Congress resolved itselfinto a committee ~ 

, Carried ove1' .543 -, qf the ~~ho,le j t~le question WD,S J.lu~ by the 
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chairma.n, and all Hie States voted .in Ithe af
,~rm~\ti"e except 'Pennsylvania, which was in 

· the ilCgative, and Delaware, \vhich was equal
'ly divided. })ennsylvania, a\, that time, had 
seven filembel's, viz .• John Morton, Benjamin 
l"l'anklin, James ,,7ilson, John Dickihson, Ito
bert Morris,' Thomas \Villing, and Charles 

'Hunlphrcys. All were present on the fh'ot of 
'July, p.lld the three first named voted i'ot· the 
'Dcclat;ation of Independence,. the remaining 
foul' against it. Th'c statc of Delawarc had 
threc members, Cresar Hodney, Cieorgc Read, 
and myself. George Head, and I, were pre-' 
sent. I voted fOi' it; George Read against it. 
,\Vhen the president resumed the chair, the 
chait'ma'n' of the committec of the whole made 

,his report, which was not acted upon until 
ThursdilY, the 4·th of July. In the mean time, 
I had written to press the attention of Cresal' 
Rodney, the third delegate from Delaware, 
who apI;eared early on that day at the State 
House,1I1 this place. When thc Congress fiS

sembled, the question was put on the report 
of the committee of the whole, and approved 
by every State. Of the members from Pcnn
sylvania, the three first, as before, vote'd in 

, the affirmative, and the two last in the nega
tive. John.Dickinson and Hobert Morris were 

· nO.t present, and did not'"' take thcil' scats on 
that day. Cresar Uodney, for the state of De
la.ware, ~oted with me in the'affirmativc, and 

· George Read in the ncg·ntive., ' I 

Some months after this, I saw printed puh-
'lications of the names of those gentlemen, who 
had, as it was said, votcd f()l' the Declaration 
of Independence, and ob~erved, that my own 
name was omitted. I was not a little slIr
IJrised at, nor could I accoU11t for the omis" 
sian; because I kne\v that on the 24th of 
June, preceding·, the deputies from the com
mittees of Pennsylvanill, assembled in provin
cial conference, held at the Cal'penter's Hall, 
Philadelphia, which had met on the 18th, and 

, chosen me their p1'esident, had unanimollsly 
declared their willingness to concur in a'vote 
of the Congrcss, decla1'ing thc United Colo
nies fl'ce and independent states, and h~d Ol'
dered,their declaration to be signed, and their 
president. to dcliver it in to Con~)'ess, whiGh 
accordingly I did the day fbllowlllg: I knew 
also that a l'eg'jment of associatol's, of which I' 
was colonel, had, at the end of :May before, 

"unanimously made the same cleclaration.-· 
These cil'cumstances werc mentioned, at the 
timc, to gentlemen of my acquaintance. The 
crror remained uncorrected till the year 1781, 
when I was appointed to publish the laws of 

• Pennsylvania, to which 'J 'pl'efixed the Decla
ratioll of Independence, and insel·ted my own, 
name, with the names of my ~olleagucs. Af
terwt\1'ds, in 1797, when the late A .. J.'Dallas, 

, . csl}. then secretm'Y of the c(}mmonwealth, was 
al)point~d to publish an' edition of th~ laws, 
on comparing the n~mes published I as sub. 
sCl.'ibed to the lleclal'ation of Independence, 
he observed a.'vuriance, and the, omission, in ' 
some ptibIications, of the name.?f Tlio~l\s 

'. M.'Keal~ j. haying procur~d, a certificate from 
the I-3ccretary of state, that ,the name of Tho .. 

mas 'M'Kcan WH9 'atlixed in his own' hand. 
writing to the original Declaration of Inde. 
pendence, though omitted in thc' journals of 
Congress; 1\11'. Dallas then l'equested ,an ex. 
planation of this circumstance from me, and 
from my answer to this application" the f01-
"lowing exh'acts were taken and published by 
Mr. Dallas, in th"e appendix to the first VQ .. 
lume of his edition of'thc laws', 

" Forsevcl'al years' past I have been tang-lit 
to think less \\nt~voul'u.bly of sct!pticism than 
furmerly. - So many, things have been misre
presented, misstated, tlnd erroneously prin\cd 
(with seeming :authenticity) under my own 
ey~, as in my opinion to rendel' those who 
doubt of every thing, not altogether incx .. 
cllsable. The publication of the Dec1nrntion 
of' Independence on the 4th day of July, 1776, , 
as printed in the Journals. of Congress, vol. 2, 
page 242, &c. and also III the nets of most 
public bodies since, so far as respects the 
'names of the delegates 01' deputies who made 
that declaration, has led to the above reflec
tion., By the printed publications l'eferl'ed to, 
it would appeal' as if the fifty-five g'entlcmen, 
whose names are there pI'inted, and ·none 
otber, were on that day pel'~ona.lly present in 
Congress, and assenting to the declaration; 
whereas the tl'uth is otherwise. Thc follow. 
ing' gentlemen were not membel's on, the 4th 
of July, 1776, namely,. Matthew Thornton, 
BenJuIlin Hush, Gcorge Clymer, James Smith, 
George Tay10l" ~nd George Hoss, esquires. 
The five last named were not chosen dele
gates until the 20th of that month;' the first, 
not until the 12th day of September follow. 
ing, nor did he take his seat in Congress, un. 
til the 4th of November, which· was fom 
months aner. The journals of Congrcss, voJ. 
2d, pages 277 and 442, as well as those of the 
Assembly of the sta~e of Pennsylvania, page 
53, and of' the General Assembly of New 
Hampshire, establish these fhcts. Although' 
the six gentlemen named, had been very 'fiC. 

tive in the Amel·ican cause, and some of them, 
to my own knowledgc, warmly in favour of 
its independence~ previous to the day 01\ 
which it wus declared, yet I personally know 
that none of them were in Congress on that 
day. \ ' 
, "Modesty should not rob 'any man of his 
jllst honom·, when by that honour, his modesty 
cannot be offended. My name is not in the 
printed j oUl'nals of Congress, as a party to 
the Declaration of Independence, and this, 
like 'an error, in the first concoction, has vi. 
tiated mqst of the su,bsequent publications, 
and yet the fact is, that I was then a member 
of Congl;ess for the state of Delaware, wns 
l?el'solUtlly .present in Congress, and voted in 
favom' of mdepencl.enc'e. on the' 4th day of 
~u]y, 1776, and sigu,:!d the J?eclal'ation, ufter 
'It had, beel~ engrossed ~n, parc.h!llent, ~vhcre 
my name, . m my own, band Wl'ltlllg, stIll ap· 
peal·s. "Henry Wisner, :of the state' of New 
York, was also in: Cons'ress, and 'Vot~d for in-
dependence. " . '. . r '. 

" I do not know how .the m,~statement III 
the pl'illted joul'llals has happ~ncd, ' The mao 
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.1'lll1lcript public journal has no names annexed 
t ') the Declaration of' 'Independence, nor has 
the secret journal i but it appeal'S by the l:tt~ 
tel', that on the 19th dl\)' of July, 1776, the 
Gungl'es~ directed that it sl\ould be cngl'ossed 
on parchment, and sig'ned hy' every member, 
and thnt it was so ~)l'odllectl on the 2d of All~ 
gust, tl~d, sign~d, This is il~t~!I'1incd in .the 
secret Journal, 1Il the hnlltiwrltillg' of Charles 
Thompson, cS4' the seCl'et~ll'Y. The present 
sect'ctary of' state of the United States, and 
Inyself~ luwe latcly illiipected the j()llrn~\ls, 
~l.ncl seen this. The' joul'Ilal was fil'~t printed 
~}y Mr, John Dunlap, in 1778, and pl'obabljr, 
copies, with the names then signed to it, 
Wel'e printed ill AUS'ust, 1776, and that MI'. 
l)uulnpprillted the names from one of them," 

-Your most obedicnt servant, 
'rHOS. MfKEAN, 

.PMladeljJhla, January 30. 

The National IntelligenceI' of the 2Sd 
just. states, that Col. Tr'umbull's Painting 

· was exhibiting in this city, "in the Ve1'!1 
rOOlU, where, more than fOl'ty years ago, 
· that most important subject was consi. 
dcr'ed and adopted." We regret that 
this is not exactly COI'I'ect. Congress sat 
in the easte1"n, and the picture was exhi" 
bited in the western room of the old 
State House. A few months ago, that 
'vencI'able apartment undenvent altera
tions and repail's, which made it more 

· eonvenient fm' the a~lmini8tmtion orjus
tice, but diRfigured that ancient appeal'. 
anee' which should' have been preserved 
as long as it would I'1st., " 

\Ve have heard of an Amel'ican gen
tleman who purchased an antique dug 
f('Om the ruins of Herculaneum. It was 
a h~ad of Cleopatm, and was set ill massy 
gold., 'rhe setting was not very fashion .. 
able, and the gentleman had it taken oj!, 
and affixed the stoile' to a very handsome 

. watch seal. 

FROM TUJ~ NATIONAL IN;rELLIGENCEn. 

STATE OF THE INDIAN TRIBES. 
To t/te Senate and ][ouse of Rcpf'e8cntatives of 

the United'Statcs, in COllg't'CSS a88cmblcd " 

The memorial of the representatives·· 
of the l'eli~ious' society of ~riends in 
~en-nsylvanla, 'New Jersey, Delaware, 
a~d the eastern parts of Maryland) res
liec tfull ysheweth-

I, 

That, fl'o/ll the, period of the emigrn .. ' 
tion of OU1' ance8tOl'S to this country, a 
tendm' conccl'n hath been cherished alid 
promoted amoug us, for the instl'uction 
and civilization of the Indian natives. 
e~ldeavoUl'ing, as occasions presented, 
t.o manifest the gl'ate(ulsense we enter .. 
tained, of the truly' hospHable reception 
and genet'Olls treatment they extended 
to those earll settlers of this, then a wil .. 
del'ness lane . 

Viewing them as it class of fellow men. 
whose neglected and untutored state 
formed sb'~Jng claims upon the sympa'
thy, chal'ity, and forbearance' of the 
white' inhabitants, our desirEls for their 
welfare have been unabat.ed; and, for 
many yeal'S, with the approbation of the 
executive depal'tment, "we have been en
gaged in exertions to introduce" more 
particula.rly atnOllgst t!lose natiQn,s on 
the noNh western frontier, such a know .. 
ledge of agriculture, and some of the 
most necessar'y mechanic arts, as would 
enable them to procUl'e ample supplies 
for theit' comfOl·table subsistence, and, 
gmdually prepare them for becoming 
useful citizens; towal'ds which they are 
advancing wit.h encoumging success:
Thel'efure, fl'olll long expedence, we 
can contldeqtly state, that they al'e a 
people whose pe1'ceptions are strong, 
lively, and susceptible of g1'eat improve-
mcnt. ' 

'Vith deep concern, we have observed 
a disposition spreading in the United 
Statcs, to considm' them as an incuni
bl'ance in the community, and their re .. 
sidence within OUl' bOl'dcl's as an ob
stt'uctiorl to the progressive improve
ments and folpulence of the nation. Hence 
it is, that some, through alluring pros
pects, calculated for the increa'se of pl'i
vate emolument, seek to evade or lay 
waste the salutar'y restr·i.ctions which 
have been wisely provided f'or the regu .. 
lation of tmde, amI to pt'event the free 
introduction of ardellt spirits among 
them; which, if they should eLfect, would, 
we believe, though gradually, yet ulti
mately, pr()duce theil' entil'e cxtinction. 
. The preservation and existence of na .. 

tions and governments, however exalted 
in the ~cale of POWel', must depend upon' 
the pi'ovidence of the Almighty; but. 
when prompted by ambition, a thirst 
fQ~ aggrand~ze!nent, th~y have swerved 
fr9m the prinCIples of 1'lghteousneM 3n~ 

, 


