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Letters of Thomas McKean,
Quincey, June 39, 1317,
o, “1"’}\
The oldest statesman in \lnrfh Amer:ca 1s no
more.  Vixit. :
Mackean, for whose Qer"xf‘ec and., mdeed, for
~ whose patronage, the two states of Ponnsvlvlm‘a‘
and Delaware once contended, 1s nu*nbered wit!
Lits ;dt‘lex S.
I cannot exnress my "eelmf*t upon this event n
‘any way, better, than by the pubhc“"m of the in-
ch,sedletters :

1. Jnne 13, 1812, '-‘,

. August 20, 18i3."

. August 28, 1813.
4. November 15, 1813.
5. January, 1814.

{
!

iprofits, rank or fame between us;

6 October 15, 1814.
7. November 20, 1815.
8. June 17, 1817.
{pray you t0 print these iettersin vour R
OH.\’ '-&DAMS:
Editor of thé Baltimere Weekly Pe'r'

Philadethiia, Jine 13rh, 1812,
EAR Sm-—-—’)n my return “from a tour to the state
of Deluware, I found your kind letter of the 2d
Instant, and thank yon for this mark of esteem.

Our venerable friend Clinton has gene befire us, |
sohias the iilusirious Washington, eleven vears ago;
and 1 buve nearlv outlived ali my eaﬂv acquam- |
tance. I remain the only svrvwmg member of the!
first American congress, held in the city of New-|
York in October, 17635; and butthree more, of whom
vou are one, remain alive of the second, held in this
ity in September, 1774. It was my fute to be de-
iegated to thdt trust annuaily during the revolu
aonary war with Great Britain, until the prelimi-j
ury articles of peace were signed in 17 82 which
ffarded me an opportunity of knowing every mem.
«r of congress during the whole of that time; and
,mc;are with pleasure and 2iso with pride, that I

mbraced the pouucal semiments of none with
nore satisfaction (being congenizi with my osvn)

han yours; nor do 1 recodect a single qucbhon m

Yaich we differed.

Liistrue, I was a friend to the revolutionin France,

rom ihe assemblv of the Notables until the king

i decapitaied, which T deemed not only a very

Wocious buta most absurd act. . After the limited

onarchy was abctished, ¥ remamed in a kind of

athy with regard to the leadefs of the different |
arties, until I clearly perceived #/az nation was in-

"i'Jable at zhat time of being ruied by a popular go-

“iment: and when the few and afterwards sn

fridual assumed a despot. sway over them, I

|

Wight them in a situation better than under the
Ternment of a mob, for I would prefer any kind |
: g-’h’em ment {o such -z state, even tyranny Wi __
archy. On this subject then, I do not conceive |
* differed - widely.
My dear sir, at'this time of our lives,
Mainly be no questmn.

i

\’-?jrl “E‘{*r, - . ‘.: ) i

LT

shook hands
with the warld three vears ago, :md we said fare-
weil ts exch otier; tive toys and ratties of childliood
\‘:ou'd, in a few xe«x; more, be probably as stita-

ie 1o me as office, honor or weaith; but™(1 thank -
God) the facuities of my mind ave as yet little ifany -
thing impaired, and my affections and frieadships -
are unshaken : I do assure you that T venerate our
early friendship and am happy in a continvance of it.’

Since ™y exe'nnum from ofliciul and professional
duties, T have enJm ed a tranquility never (during a
long p“otmcted {ife) heretofore expérienced, and
my ! health and comforis are su"ﬁcxent for a reasona- ~
ble mun.

Our country is at this moment in a critical situa-

~vr}

SAES]

A ' tion; the resait is in the womb cf fute; our system

of government, #n peace, is the best in the World,

i but how it will operate in war is doubtful; this, how-

ever, is likelv to be soon put 1o the test and I sin-

|cereiy regx et it.

Thereis a cheerful air in your letter that eviden-

te tces health, nexce and a compstency, which that you
egister.’

may long enjoy is the sincere wish and ardent pray-

er of, dc« sir, your old friend and most obedient
servant,

/.'
2l

THO’S McEEAN.
Joa~ A*nus, Fsquire, )
Late Pre.ident of the U. S. of America.

P]'zlx(]elp/’zza. Sngust 26th, 1313.

zar Srr—T cav al iength furnish you with a ca-

p} of the proceedings of the congress neld at New- -

York in 17 65, 1t 18 mc!os°d herewith. After dili-

gent enquiry I had not been abie to procure 4 single

copy, either in manscript or prmt done in the

United St tates, but fortunately met one, published

by I. Alinon, in London, in 1(6/, witiy a coilection

of American tracis, in four octavo volumes, from

which I caused the present one to be printed: it
may be of some use to the historian at least.*

The marguis de Casa ¥rujo, with may daughter,
their children and servants, made me a visit on his
return from-an embassy to the prince regent of Por-
tugal, at Rio Janeiro, in Brazil, last June wasa year,
and remained here until a few weeks ago, owing to
the embar o, war . blockades, &c. when they sailed
for Cadiz. fre above circumstances, with others,
witl, T {rust, be some apology from my long delay
in answering your last-esteemed letter.

In the congress of 1765 there were several con-
spicious characters: Mv. James Gtis appeared to
me to be thie boidest and best speakef—I voted for
him as our president, but brigadier Ruggles suc-
ceeded bv one vote, owing to the number of the
committee from New-York, as we voted individuals
1y : when the business was finished, our presxdem:
would not sign the petitions, and peremptorily re-
fused to uesign any reasons, until I pressed him so
hard 1hm he at lust szid, it was agawst bis con-
science;” on which word 1 rung the cbange so loud,

(TR4)
\41.

? -
-

* The journals of this congress, taken from the
original M. S. S. of its clerk [John Cotion, esq.]

there can | were published in the Weekiy ReersTes, vol. Tk
as you obserye, of honcrs,szv 1812, )
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that a plain challenge was given by him and accept-\tained the deprivation of great comforts; but oz -
éd. in the presence of the whoie corps; but he <'1e- iosg 15 their inctflble gam; they are in the Bosom &f
parted the next morning before day without an adieu their father and their God.. These are among the
to any of his brethren. He seemed to accord with' common cnlamities of life; resignation to the dis-
what was done during the session so fully and hear-|pens:tious of Providence, and gratif,dde‘for all the
tily, that Mr. Otis told me frequently it gave him blessings left us are indispersable duties. '

surprize, as he confessed he suspected his sincerity.

Your fivor of the 3ist last month would have

There was less fortitude in that body than in the {been acknowledged before now, but from a b ope
succeeding congress of 1774: indeed some of theil entertained of giving you some account of the
members seemed as timed as if engaged in a trai- congress at Albuny in 1754: however, after con
terous comuspiracy. Mr. Ogden, then spezker ofisiderable enquiry, ILave been disappeinted. T have
the New-Jersey assembly, following the example ofja feint recoliection, that it was appointed by the
the president, declined to sign the petitions, though | Briush ministry for the ostensible purpose of ascer.
warmly solicited by myself in private and also by taining the boundaries of the several colonies to
my father-in-law, col.” Borden, his colieague : the|the eastward of Delaware; but in reality to proose
consequence of my mentioning this fact, as I re-|theleast offensive plan for raising a revenue in Ame-
turncd to Newcastle through New-Jersey, was tojrica. 1In 1739, Sir William Keith, a Scotch gentle.
Mr. Ogden a burning in effigy in several of the man, who had been a lieutenant-governor of Penn-
counties, and his removal from the office of speaker |sylvania, proposed such an assembly to the ministry:
at the next meeting of the general assembly; and jlie also proposed the extension of the British stamp-
to me, menaces of another challenge. The greatjduties to the colonies. He was then, I believe, in
mass of the people were at that time zealous in the{the Fleet-prison. Thehints he gave were embraced,

canse of America. Other incidents of that day are
recoliected, but they are of trivizl mport.

ithe first in 1754, the second in 1764.

I+ has been long a matter of surprise to me, that

‘In the year 1778, and afterwards until the pre-|no gentleman of talents and character has undertak-
liminaries of peace were signed, the members ofjen to write a history of the former British colo.
congress varied yearly in point of talents and ex-{nies, now United Siates of America, at least fron
ertions in favor of tiie revolution : they seemed t0}1756 to 1806, a period of fifty very important yeurs.
be considerably governed by the prospects before Such a work would not only be a great benefit t
then:, as they were promising or the contrary : how- ;posterity but also to the author—it would sell well

€ver a great mujority were siaunch whigsat ail times. |
Whatever may be the fate of our government in
the United States, I decidedly think with you,!

i

for the reason vou assign, that a democratic form in|

To form an opinion that a majority of the peopl:
of Penusyivania were against the American revolu
tion ai its commencement, was not uncommon, espe
cially by strangers: the mistake arose from the

France, in the present age, was preposterous : I en-jCircumstance of a large majority of their represen
tertain the same opinion of the Spanish provinees:tatives and civil officers being in the opposition
in South America. The form established last year | Tnis state was first settled by a colony of Quaker.
by the cbries of Spain is admirably adapted to the their proprietor and governor, William Penn, b.
state of civilization in the peninsula—it is a capital Ing at the head of the sect: they had the entir
performance, but will be attacked and resisted by;government or rule of Pennsylvania from 1682 unt
the inquisitors, jesuits, monks, and all the bigots 1776, by the following means: The province wasi
and petty tyrants. the beginning divided into three counties, Philade
It does not seem to me, that either of your suc-!phia, Chester and Bucks, and when the three low

cessors enjoy more ease than your predecessor. Mr,

counties on Delaware (now state of Delaware

Madison has paid too.great a deference to therecom/separated from them in 1700, each county

mendations to office by low and designing men, who)

eight members in the legislature, and the city

stood very much in need of recommendations them- }ing been incorporated and inhabited chiefly by th
selves, though exéellent democrats, if they were to {Sect, was ailowed two. Eight other counties wu

be credited;—Mr. Jefferson split on the same rock; |
many of their appointments have been exceedingly |
mnproper : though general Washington conferred
offices on sgme tories, yet they were capable and:
only undeserving.

My paper is drawing to a close, so is my life; I
- am now in my eightieth year, therefore more than
a year-older than you. Had you not noticed the gui-;
-veration of your hand (an expressive word, though
newly used) J should not have discovered it—mine
quivers very much when feverish or agitated by se- !
vere exercise; my eyes grow dimmer, my heagjng
duller, and I have other symptoms of age; but why
repeat grievances that cannot be redressed ! May
you not oniy continue to enjoy, but imcr-ase your
health and o:ium cum dignitate with every other
blessing. - o

car sir, your friend, : : .
THO'S McKEAN.
Hon. Jorx Apaws.
~ Pliladelphia, August 28t%, 1813.

Desr S:r—With sincerity I condole with you on
the death of your daughter; I had five children who
have.died, three of whom have been married and lef:
a nupereys effspring. By these gygnis we have sug-)

erected prior to the revolution, and were allowe

{Some two, some bu: one representative, so that
all they'had but ten; although, if they had found

the representation according to the number of u

|man beings il each Qistrict or county, the Quak

would have been greatly overruled, even adding
the tories or enemies of the revolution to tb-
number. The voice of the representatives was!
the voice of the people, as is the case with thef
tish parliament; the three Quaker counties, havi
24 members in assembly, made all the laws. T
gave great trouble to the whigs, but they were ks
under by fear as well as by superior numbers : ff
that day the people called Friends have. cease
rile Pennsylvania; they foresaw the consequen!
of an equal representation, as it would affect th
selves, ud this was a principal cause of their aver
to a change in the form of our government as 2
dy, though many individuals of their society diffe
with them and became active and good citize?
1 : i 1

In the marriage of our children, thesr, not
hapniness is to be chié®y consulted; I confess
wish is to have them estabiished in their n#
country. o L

On reflection, I cannot refer to a single 1S
of disinieresied or evident friendship of Greal
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tain towards this country during the period you
mention : every act which right bear such an as-
pect, has been performed for the interest of the

administration .alone, although coupled in some|

‘cases with that of their own island.
I shall be aiways pleased with your corresnom

dence, and happy in contri \utmg- to your -aniuse-j
aent. Your ahle ialent for writing history, and your |

eminent public stations, indaced a hope thag we
should be favored with an a&count of the transac-
. tions in Ainerica, for at {east tx\. last sixty years,
from your pen '

THO’S McKEAN.

Piuladelp/zw, November bt/z 1813.

Dzar Srr—I have to thank you for the introduc-
tion of the Rev. Mr. Henry Coieman to my acquzin-
tance, and am sorry his other engagements depmved
me of his company as oftea and in the manner I
wished.

My last letter was (1 percexve) dated in August
instead of September; your’s of that date, to which
mine was an answer, bore the same date, and I sup-

laries would necessarily cease- xt was their in_erest

therefore to oprose the revolution, and they did

oppose 1t though with as much secrecy as practi--.

cable; they told theirhearers, many of whom, espe-
cially:in Sussex, were illiterate, ignorant and bi-
gottec., that it was a phn of the Presbyte ians o

t their religion establishied, that it orxg‘mated n
T\Tew- mwkand and was fi ystered by the Pr esbyterians
in every cciony or province: a.ma jority of this state
were unquestionably against the independence of
Americy, but the most sensible of the Episcopa-
hars, the Baptists and Qx.aker

them, as *hey helieved they would be overpowered,
with the help of the other colonies, if they resxsted.
[ could not avoid rem‘.rking' that 1 was chosen,
unanimousty, snpeaker of the house of representa
tives of this sta.te, wheri, of afl the members pres
sent, there were but six, including myself, who
were esteemed whigs.

That you m~y continue to enjoy health and every

other hlessing is the sincere prayer of, dear sir, your
old friend, ~

pose lay before me. Old age will discover itself
whether we will or not.
The anecdote of Sir William Keith’s proposal to|
e British ministry is to be found in the latter end |

of the 1st volume of American Tracts, printed by

THO’S McKEAN.

The hon. Joux Anaxs.

: Priladelphia, January, 1814,
Dear Sir—In vour favor of the 256th November

I. Almon, in London, 1767 : it hud been published llast you say, “that you ventured to say, that about
in London in 1739, and Is titled “A proposal f'orla third of the people of the colonies were zgainst

“ establishing by act of pariiament the duties upon
“stampt paper a and pa ~chment in all the British
“colonies.” Purtof the anecdote T had by tradi-
tion, and in a novei, “Peregrine Pickle;” for I have
n..d and still read novels : these fabulous histories

afford me not only amusementbut ple.xsur'e because
t.ne_y almost aniversally make vice detested and pu-
nished, and virtue triumphant, which is not the case
of ‘us\ow of real life.

With respect to the hlstomes of North America
hitherto published I concur with you in opinion;
they were not popular, because the authors were
tittde known, and it was known, that they had not
am opportunily of personal knowledge of the facts
they related. and in several of them were mistaking:
the authors seem to have puid too much attention
© those whoin they supposed would, from their
rcnutadon for wealth and influence, be wiost like-

i to promote the sale of their books, or otherwisc i Life

ithe revolution.” It required much refiection be-
foreI could fix my opinion on this subject, butan
mature deliberation I concluide you are right, and

ethat more than a third of influential churacters .

were against it. The opposition consisted chiefly

and the Presbyte-
rians, with very few exc&ptzms, prevailed &gamst

N

of the Friends or Quzkers, the Menonists, the Pro-

testant Episcopalians, whose clergy received sala-
ries from the Society for promgaung the gos-.
pel in foreign parts, and from the officers of the
crown and proprietors of provinces, with their con-
nexions, adding the timid and those who believed
the colonies would be conquered, and that of course
they would be safe 1n their persons and property
from such conduct and 2lso have a probability of

obtaining office and distinction, and aiso the discomn-»

tented and capricious of all grades.

I have not heard the spec»ﬁc sum of maoney ’\*Ir.”

C. J. Marshall received for his copy right of the

s
«ivance their fortunes : this temptation is now done ;any certain information concerning it; but if he ob-
{tained a sixth part of what you mentios, I thukhe

iway; the favored characters are all dead, and very |
kw of thewr desceuc.mt: at present i any way dis- |
ingruished. :

i
Thave briefly mentioned the situation ¢f the peo- i sure or inclination to write

sle of Pennsylvania at the time of the Aun“xﬂzc.ml
volution; the like shall now be dene with respec: !
 Delaware. This small state was inhabited be~i
hre Pennsylvania; it consists of only three courities,
‘iz. Newcastle, Kent and Sussex; the last was set-
ted by a few families from Sweden, more frém Hol-
wd, but ehe great mass {rom Eungland; Kent was
&Ply in the same proportions; and Newcastle was |
ihabited from Sweden, Holland, but the great|
ajority were from I reland-—~t‘1er\, were a few from
Eizland and Scotland. In Newcastle, three-£fths
“ﬂxe at the time ol the revolution Presbyterians;
Kent about five-eighths Protestant prscopdmns,
.-‘ﬁ-l 12 Sussex two-thusds of the latter. The “Socie-
¥11 London for Propagating the Gospel in Foreign
farts,” had about half a dozen wissionaries, per-
s more, in the state of Delaware, to some of
“hom they gave a salary of 60¢. to others 50/ ster-
g 3 year; these ministers foresaw, that if Ameri-
% Became an imdependent state or wation, theéir s

ought to be contented.

During my protracted life I neither have had lei-
a history, and at my
present age 1t 1s out of the question.

thave ofien been spoken to and even solicited by a

great many of my learned acquaintance to undertake

mat of tue Amer.can revolutien, beginaing at the
year 1760 or before; among them Dr. Rush your
former correspondznt, wus not the lesst anxious.
Though I shall never write a history, I will give
VOu an
independence, which may amuse, if not surprxse.

On the st July, 1776, the question was takenin.

the committee of the whole of congress, when
Pennsylvania, represented by seven members then
present, voted against it~—4 10 5; among the majori-
ty were Robert Morris and John Dickinson. Dela-
ware, (having o:uy two present, nainely, myselfand.
Mr. Rc,ad) wus divided : all the other states voting
in favor of it. The report was delayed until the
4th, and in the mean time I sent an express for
Czxsar Rodney, to Dover, in the county of Kent, in

e of Washington, nor have I been able to cbtain

I: is true, I -

historieal fact respeeting .the declaration of

Delaware, at my private espence, whom I me$ as the
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. state-house deor onthe 4ih of July in his boots; hé
resided eightly miles from the city; and just arrived
as-congress met. = The quesilon was tzken, ;De!a‘-'!‘
ware voted In fuvor-of independence; Pennsylvana, |

“(there being only five members present, Messrs.

Dickinson and Morris absent) voted also for it;
Messrs. Willing und Humphries were against it.
Thus the thirteen states were unanimous in favor of
independence. Notwithstanding this, in the printed
public jouraxl ‘of .corgress for 1776, vol.-2, it ap-

ears that the declaration of independence was de-
clared an the 4th -of July 1776, by the gentlemen
whose names are there mserted; whereas no person
signed it on that day, and among<ii€ names . there
inserted, one gentleman, namely, Gecrge Read,
Esq. wxs not in favor of it; and seven were not in
congress on that dav, namely, Messrs. Morris, Rush,
Ciymer, Smith, Taylor-and Ross, all of Pepns}'ﬁ:a-
ni:t-'-'?ind XTF. Thornton of New-Hampshire; nor
were the six gentlémien last named, members of
congress on the 4th of July. The five for Pennsyl-
vania were appointed delegates by the convention
of that state on the S0th Jaly, and Mr. Thornton
took-his seat in congréss for-the first time on the
4th Novermber following : when the names of Henry

20om
LR Y

g g AP S

I did not believe they meant to continue the was
longer. War, then, is the order of the day. We will -
never be British colonies again. The loss of the
hives of many thousands of our fellow-citizens and.
of millirns of treasure mmnust be the COnsSequUence;
but in times of peace dezth is not-idle, and luxury
and dissipation squander millions. ‘When not halfas
numercts arid not 4 tenth part so wealthy, we fought
them, near forty vears ago, with the assistance of”
five or six thousand troops from France, and the i
version occzsioned by the French navy, and we bet
them. Weare now so well prepared, 2and have had
siich recent proofs of skill and bravery, both on the
ocean and on the land, that there is no reason to
despair of success agan.

The yeur ensuing will be the year of trial:—we
shall then have as able and as brave officers and
privates as we have ever had; nay, I will venture to
say, superior by sea and land—and, when I reflect,
that we can bring ten men into the field for the sime
expence as our enemy can one, (for they will have
to bring their forces three thousand miles at least
before they can meet us) there is reason to con-
clude our finances will hold-out as long as theirs;
especially when we consider they have been lately

Wisner of New-York, and Thomas M‘Kean of De-|twenty years at war with another country, that com-

laware, are not printed assubscribers, though both'!

were present in congress on the 4th of July and

voted for independence.
_ Here false colors are certsinly hung out; there
. 3s culpability somewhere: whai Thave heard as an
Jexplanation is as follows: When the declaration
was voted, it was ordered to be engrossed on parch-
ment snd then signed, and that a few days afier-
wards aresolution was entered on the secret journal,
that noperson shouid have a seat in congress during |
that year until he should have signed the declara-
tion of independence. After the 4th Julyl was not
in congress for several months, having marched
with a regiment of associators, as colonel, to sup-
port genersl Washington, until the flying camp of
ten thousand men was completed. When the asso-
ciators were discharged, 1returned to Philadelphia,
took my seat in congress and signed my name to|
the ‘declaration on parchment. This transaction
should be truly stated, and the then secret journat
should be inade public. In the manuscript journai,
Mr. Pickering, then secretary of state, and myseif
saw a printed half sheet of paper, with the names of
the members afterwards-in the primted journais,

name is signed in my own hand-writing,
‘A glimmering of peace appears in the horizon;

may it be realized : but every preparation should |

bé made for a continuance of the war. When the
British arms- have been successful, I have never
found _their rulers or ministers otherwise than
" haughty, rude, imperious,—nay, insolent. They
and their sliles have this vear been successful, both
_in the north and south of Europe.
My sight fades very fast, though my writing may
not discoverit. - God bless you.  Your friend,
R ‘THO’S McKEAN.
His Exceilency Joax Apams, - ‘

Philadelphia, Octoler 15th, 1814.
-Drar sie—The commumications of our plenipo-
tentiaries at Ghent give compiete evidence of the
tempar and views of the British government re-
specting peace with the United States; they will

emphaticaily ;unite them. ‘I have always been of|

opinicn that the administration of Britain intended
2o.protract the negociation. until the result of the
present.campaign should be knowr; but, until new,

manded all their energies. o

An omnipotent and benevolent Providence may,
by permitting new broils and contests in Europe, or
by other meaus, furnish other employment for the
British adminis‘ration, besides planning the de-
struction or subjugation of an innocent people,.
fighting for their independence and just rights. On
God let us rely; he has been and still is our general
in chief. , ‘ ;

I thought Thad done with the world, having spent
eighty years in it, but unexpected events have re-
called my attention to it for a short time. ;

The declaration of war appeared to me improvi-
dent and very wrong; but now there must be no
retrospection; all our powers must be exercised on
the present and the future. ‘

In Philadelphia we are at last roused and pre-
paring for defence and safety. There is an entire
change of elective officers, both in this city and
county, without a single exception. ;

This will be handed to you by the rev. Mr. Cole-
man, who makes buf a short stay here: he bas as-
sured me"of your good health. Having this oppor-
tunity, I could ret refrain writing, and my mind

stiched in. We examined the parchment where my|being engrossed with the situation of our country,

in obtaining and securing the happiness of which

you and I have employed so many years of our lives,

at the risk of every thing valuablie in this world,

has forced from me a political epistle. Your wor-

thy son being placed at the head of the commission-
ers, of the United States, for negociating a peace,’
has bitherto prevented me from engaging my pen

to you about the politics of the times. - -

May we live to see an honorable and successful
termination of this second arduous contest for Ame-
rican liberty; and may you be as happy as I wish |
you. Your friend, ,

THO’S McKEAN.

His excellency Joax Apaxns. ,

Philadelphia, Nvoember 20th, 1815.

Dzar Str—Icannow answer the guestions in your
favor of the 30th July last, viz. Who shall writ¢
the history of the American revolution, &c.?
Major general Jaumes Wilkinson has. written it
He commences with the battle of Bunker’s OF
Breed’s hill, at Boston, and concludes with the bat-
tle near New-Orleans, on the Mississippi, a perioé

{
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of forty years; It will .be p(iblivshef'dfiﬁ"i thrée vi- | Mr. John'Q. Adams has been named, but it rot

lumes large 8vo, each containing about 500 pages. | known whether this may nat '_'.C;I.’C.a‘te j.?ﬂ‘?f‘?". or jit-
. The general, I 4m informed, confines himself tojjure him with the present administration, w hich kis |
military transactions, with a reference to a very friends WQ“’-}’;?’Y a‘-l-mfﬁ{ms avoid. - e s
few of the civil. T knew him personally near forty | ' My sheetis e}l_:nos‘: ﬁmsfhed. Godb}ess you. -
years ago, but have not seen or heard from him for. , Your old friend, |
the last seven years : I think him above mediocrity.

o o THO’S McKEAN;
He has beenin the army during the whole time, and | His Excel}egcy qux Apaxs. St

is hetter qualified to give a description of its pro- = e
ceedings than any gentleman with whom I am ac- , .  Pliladelplia, June 17th,1817. -
quainted. : L Dear Sir—T am at present obliged towrité to'you

" This history has been written within the last se. by another hand. The inc,los?d letter x&g‘s' sent tume
ven or eight months, at Germantown, about ‘six i May last, by ,yQ‘-"q_x}“sQn Tnom:}s‘Bk‘:;;;\‘d‘ar‘:r.\:s_',;_f__;sq.
miles from this city; though I have not heard of .the with a request tha; I shoy_l;d Ife‘ti':'l.__._l”'f.‘lt, ug;@eg- cover,
general belng there until lately: he has kept him- [to you. I regret thgt\p\y’n}g to ?‘.’."’Sﬁak‘?f?.f y;sére-
self quite retired and private. , . [sidence, T bad riot the pieasure of his company at
I do not recollect any formal speeches, such as|my table Wl;gr}_ he was last in th;s..c;ty. .I,"IF‘S.S?}‘???L'
are made in the British parliament and. our late | has been so kind, I understangl,' as ta’ explgun ‘the

c-Dn:‘Tesses, to have been made in th- revolutionary | circumstance to him. BT e
congress, though I was a member for eight years,| Ttseemsthat the oifice of secretary of state; the
from 1774 until the preliminaries of peace were|talents of the candidates being equal, s tire step-
signed. We had no time to hear such speeches; ladder to the presidential chair, at least ;g-has'}};e_gp
little for deliberation: action was the order of the}so in the cases of the three last presidents. "Now
day. The speech of Mr. Richard K. Lee, given by [as your son, the honorable’ John Quincy Adams, is
the Italian, the chevalier Botta, which I have read, appointed to that station, if he makes the best ad-
may have been delivered, but T have no remem-|vantage of his situation, it is more than'probable
brance of it, though in congress, nor would it do|that he may be the next president of the United
any member much credit : I have no favorable opi-|States. =~~~ LY
nion of the Chevalier, he appears to me 2 vain and I s@au se}dom hereafter be able to writé to you.
presuming character to have attempted such a his- Please to pay .m&devmrs_toyogg som, af"%’i‘."?e??
tory; perhaps the res angustz domi (poverty) im- |y most sicere wishes for your. ealth and happt
peiled bim. - - . e ness. _.I am your .Old, friend,
Although we may not in the United States have| . - .
a Thucidydes, a Tacitus, Hume, Robertson or Gib-|HisExcellency Joas Avams. TRy
boa, who have been reckoned the best historiansin{ P. 8. I have answered Mr. Ingersoll’s request by
Greece, Rome or Great Bri‘ain, yet we have gen-{a publication in the newspapers.* -. e
tlen:en of great talents and capable of writing the}] Y o
history of our revolution with‘at'least as muchre-} = T ——o—
. gard to truth us any of them has exhibited.  Defeat of Sir Peter-_-P.arker.. ,
With respect to general WilkinsonI recollect an}  pefiyre § published the copy of the inscription on
anecdote : he was in 1777 an aid 'to general Gates, |} e monument of Sir Peter Parkér,—page-245. ¥ ad-
and by him sent to congress at Yorktown, in Penn-|s.eqced a note to col. Reed, (a revolutionary soldier
sylvania, with the dispatches, giving an account of} ;4 1ate a senator:of the. United :States) who:op-
tie surrender of Sir John Burgoyne and the BritiSh| 5564 and defeated the baronet, requesting any par-
army to the Americans at Saratogs; on the way hejyiculars of the affair that he might be. pleased to
spent-a day at Reading, about fifty miles from York:| o5 inicate in addition to those contaimed in his
own, with a young lady from Philadelphia, whom| g .i.] Jetter to general Chambers. Ina-very polite
be afterwards married. "When the dispatches were|jo¢eop justreceived from:him, dated on the 3d inst..
read in congress, propositions were made for pay-1}e apglogizes for not answering my note sooner,and
fg a proper compliment to the favorite of general} j crves— e o .
Gates who brought us.such pleasing news. GOV.} « 1t is to be regretted that on any occasion the
Samuel Adams; with a graveand solemn face, moved| friends. of a gllant man should be ‘so tnmindful of
tongress ihat the young gentleman should be Pre-fayhat they owe:to his memory -and: to truth, as to
‘ented with “a pair of spurs.”’, .-t linscribe ion-his tombstone a palpable filsehood. .
What -changes in Enrope have occurred since I{-That Sir Peter was a man of great gallantry there
bad _tlg-.s*a,ipleasure=of writing:to youlast? ‘Lewis 18th{ig no doubt; that he sought fame- in’every-.clhime
‘Sagain on the throne of France, the great.Napoleon | ind bid fuir to rival Nelson, is -alsé true. < It is
i the bottom of the wheel, never to rise more; apot true that I had three times the number. 6f the
nsoner, for- life. The French nation miserable; enlemy’s - force—but it is certainly true:that Sir Pe-
“ain has re-established the tribunal of the Ingui-{ ter:had atleast double my force. It isnot true that
iton and restered the Jesuits. - The rulers of Por-|].wis supported by cavalry—therewas notorie man
tgal void of common sense. South America:in alor officer belonging to.cavalry or thebattte-groand,
Htate of: opposition;to the government of 'Spain, and | or in the.action, except captain Wilson.”> -[He then -
'in all appearance will. soon be independent: of it-Iproceeds: to. state various facts to. shietr that: the
: V‘[‘?t?Y@P?%.,,JS.? right,:.said. Mr.. Pope, ‘the first of | enemy?s -force: was double that : of ‘his-own, on the -
Mets and moralists. . Lotk oy testimony: of ancinteHigent gentleman who-was a pri-
lha‘{‘?@‘??hi“g to do with politics; nor much with |soner on-board the Menelaus, and dined every day
iy-thing else in this world, but I hear and listen.| with.the officers;to whom they spoke freelyiof their
115 s4id that James: Monroe, . secretary-of state, | object, force,&c.and whoheard therollcalled before
‘IOhﬂ Armstrong, late secretary at war, Dewit Clin: }and after.the:action, they apprehending sio’danger
2, late mayotr of New:.York; and.perhaps - Rufus{from. him. ' “In-a conversation” covtinues col. R. ..
' 1”3;» now; & senator, will be.proposed-as carididates | “between ‘capt:Chambers and Heutenant Crease {ot"
qrtgeanextpresi«dency.'Ido not think the prospect | s o e i
* tither or any of them very encouraging. ’

THO'S McEKEAN,

> Nl TS

* See page 278, present vol. W. R.
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) ,the ’\1 enelaus] the htter msnsted that we must have

" had 500 men, and that we were covered by a mask-

" &d battery—this monstrously magmfvmg vision of
thelieutenant may account for the mistake inscribed
on the tomb-stone as to nuwmbers, cavairy, &c.
gentieman of intelligence, who was a morning or
two after the affair taken from his habitation on Cthe
bay-shore by lieut. Crease and 200 men, stated thati
the enemy complained most vehemently of the ef-
fects of ‘our buckshot—his information fully: cor-
roborates that before received, with the addition
that the enemy had but thirty men, who escaped
unhurt, losmg their weapons, &c.

5.« will. now observe, that Sir Peter came up the

bay with a squadron consisting of the fugate, a
large schooner and a sloop. The schoorer was up-
-set ina gale off Swan Point, crew saved except two,
Tt is not likely that of this force he would have

-anded only 124 rank and file. We do know that

~ “while his squadron was in the ‘waters of Sandy|

Point, he did cause Fort Madison to be reconnoi-
tred, and that the night following he landed 300
men, got lost, was ashore the whole night, and only
‘re-embarked at day-light—to this circumstance was
the safety of Fort Madison, in all probabxhty, owing.

¥ wrote sn account of this at the time, His landin

on an unknown shore to attack a work fie had lit-{

tle knowledge of, speaks for his character. Upon
one of Sir Peter’s peoplebemg asked, ‘wheth er they|
did not consider the attack upon us as a hardy un.
dertaking ? he replied, ‘Sir Peter never stopped to|
ealculate danger when he had an object in view—

that he had frequently landed on the coasts of Eu- |
_xope, and surprized and carried the works of his{

enemies’ m that quarter, “and that he was adored by{;
. his:crew.’ He calenlated on surprizing and carry-
ing oy camp, »=nd although but a handful, it covered |}
at that time the countr\r he was acting upon underf;
the buraing orders of admiral Cochrane: - His com-
mand brought out one day’s provisions-and all the
prepared materials for communicating: £re-to build-
- ingsy &c.—these were left on the fieid and picked
up by our people, the neighbors. Had hesucceeded,
no doubt the adjacent country would have present-
ed a widely spread scene of ruin. Chestertown (not{>
Georgetown Y Roads) was only seven miles distant
and 2 fine road. Whether that was within his range
X cannot tell; though my mformahon JuStlﬁed the|
“belief thatit Was.? ,

“«Différence of Opmlon >

Among the ablest, neatest and most respeq..a‘b}e -
- Weekly newspapers that we see, is the Zelescope,

published at Columbia, S. C. 1Itis one of the few
- that we generally lay aside for..a.second looking-

over; and inone of these we observe 2 well written} -

- article in reproof of such as are constantly clamor-

ing zbout the “ingratitude of. repubhcs ?—1I never}

could see that a charge of ingTatitude. for serwces

-rendered belonged more to my wcountry-than 'tof

others, though it is not'without sin in this respect.

It is true, we have not.the habit, and I hope never|.
will, of -building up the fortune- of :one .man who

, .appened to.command, on.the: maisery -of tens.of}

+housands -of others commanded “that- did -their.
duty.and-fulfilled every obhgatmn as.well as:he; as
is the practice in monarchies, to bolster themselves
—but.there is 2 more general diffusion of: justice in
~_our public measures. Yet the .editor of the  Tele-
. wcape believes that we have neglected the: “great
=nd good- deceased,” and quotes a -couple of arti-|a
--ics relating to Gen GrerNe and Dr. FRANKLIN.

A_"F
_1et net the stone that covers Frasxkrix’s ashes bfA

The just ano. full s’mre of celebrity t‘mt belo'wg-eT

fto the former was not, perhaps, rendered to: him

through the Yocal situation and higher grozmd ocei-
pred by WasniNeTow; and of hrm it may be 110"\‘
that the marble should speak to our c‘nldx en. ﬂur

touchedt—unor permit the sublime simplicity of its
inscription to be lost by the stateliest production of
art. 'lhe'wo”‘d is ﬁ'le& wx.th his name—eripuit
fulmen cein, sppfr‘vlmqne tur(mms, ‘he is every \xhe;e
 known and revered; and “forbid, it that an idte saz-

ing at his mansolewm should usurp the place of 5
solemn admiration of his various talents and ser.

vices when near the spot where his ashes repose.
The man “thathasascul® will befilled with stronger
and more delightful emotions on looking at the

plain slab that. covers his remams, on which only

appears

BEFJAMI-N
DeBo3AE

than in beholding a column high enough to out-cap
the pyramids of Egypt, the names of whose builders
are lost; but that of Fraxxiix is immortal. Scienc.
and Philosophy have inscribed itin ail their work:
——leerty has proclaxmed it to all natious, and His.
‘ory consxgns it to the reverence of ages.

} Fn.uzm.m,

Political “dlﬁ’urences of opinion.”

| The sentiments contzined in the followmg- extractoe

4 letter to the editor from a gentleman of the bx

in North-Carolina, are not less flatte ung to it

~ one than heonorable to theother. :

«As you have given me an opportunity for writ
ing to you, allow me as one of your readers, to than!
you for the valuable information which your pap.
 has afforded. You and I may not, perhaps, coincid
in many of the doctrinal po'nts of party politic.
'but, thank God; the time is going by when there:
any necessity of recurrmg to these as tests of h
nesty and patriotism, or of considering them as th
indispensible links of friendship and good neig!
borlood. For the good of our glorious forms ¢
government, neither of us, probably, would mshf
see the whole nation think alike, and follow, If
mere automata, all sorts of public measures; b
let us, ifi possible, make this necessary contest got

natured charitable and gentlemanly.”

- The Locust. |

A resnectable oid gentleman, “who has seen:
ooserved the locust at the different periods of th
appearanceé, as noted below, has favored the edi
of the ReersTER with the following memoranda
-~ TH? LOCUST APPEARED—
- In 1749, in the month of May. - ‘
In 1766, they came out of the grotmd fxomt
'14th to the 17th of May. c
In 4783; they came out from the 16th to the L
of May. ~ ...
In 1800, from t‘xe 19th to the 26th of May.
‘In 1817 they did riot appear until the begind!
of June; it:is supposed the cold and wet weafl
retarded their progress.

They eontinye : from four to six weeks; 3nd
harmless, except to young and tender fruit tre¢
the twigs of older trees; wherein the female -
sxts her eggs, which in‘a few days” vivify; 40

either breaks-off, or the younglocust: €mer.
falls to the -ground and makes’ its" Way mto
earth for anothex- pemor* of 17.years‘

e
-
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Domestic Manufactures. =~ °~
SROM THE NEW-YORK EVEXING POST, OF JUNE 14.
The American Society for the encouragement of

American manufactures, met last evening, in the

assembly, room, at city hotel.—

Dauiel D. Tomkins, president of the society, took
the chair, supported by the vice-president, col. Few,
and John Ferguson, esq. The society being orga-
nized, James Monroe, president of the United States,
was proposed as a member, whereon, the presiding
officer suggested that the usual form of ballot be
dispensed with, and that James Monroe be received
as a member; a motion to this effect was then made
and carried unanimously~—~Messrs. Morris, Colden,
and Peirson were appointed a committee to waiton
the president of the United States, to inform him
of his being elected, and to solicit the honor of his
attendance at the meeting; to which he politely as-
sented, and being inducted by the committee, took
his seat on the right of the presiding officer, who
immediately rose and in an extempore and eloquent
address, assured his excellency, of the high sense
entertained by the society, of the honor he confer-
red, by assenting to become one of its members,
which.created a confidence, that he would do all
which he consistently could, to promote the views
with which the society was instituted.

To which, his excellency replied, with much elo-
quence and force, that he duly appreciated the ob-
jects of_ the institution, which were particularly
dear to him, from'their being intimately connected
with the rea/independence of our countiry, and clos-
ed, with an assurance that he would use his eiforts
as far as the general interest of the country would
permit, to promote the patwriotic and laudable ob-
jects of the society.

James Madison, Thomas Jefferson, and John
Adams, were then separately proposed as members
and admitted unanimously: the usual form of ballot
being, on motion, dispensed with.

The corresponding committee offered the follow-
ing report, with an address from the pen of C. D.
Colden, esq. which were severally read—After

which, the president of the United States withdrew,
and the society adjourned.

REPORT B
Of the corresponding commiztee of the society for the
encouragement of domestic manufuctures.

The corresponding committee, elected in persu-
ance of the 3d article of the constitution, for the cur
rent year, respectfully report— L

Thatimmediately after the meeting of the socie-
ty, held on the 31st of December, 1816, they took
the speediest measures for carrying into effect the
resolutions, respecting the printing and publishing
the address then reported and adopted—They ac-
cordingly caused to be printed 5000 copies; one of
which was transmitted to the president of the Unit
ed States, and one to each of the members of con-
gress and heads of departments of the general go
vernment, and ta the governors and members, of the
* legislators of the states respectively, as far as the
same was practicable. - '

. Your committee, in further pursuance of the du-
ties delegated to them, caused a memorial to be
drawn up on behalf of the society, addressed to the

the congress of the United States, praying for the }

permanency of the duties imposed. by the tariff; the
Prohibition of cotton goods, manufactured beyongd
the cape of Good Hope; such ‘revision and modifica-
ton of the revenue laws, as might prevent smug-
gling, false invocies, and other frauds; for a duty of

0 per gent. on auction sales, with the exceptions [

therein staied; for a recommendation to the officers
of the army and navy, and to all cizél officers, to be.
clothed in American fabrics; that x1} pu'blic supplies
for the army’and navy might be of Ameérican ma-
nufaclure; and for such other protection as might -
place our mercaniile and manufacturing interests
bevond the re:ch of foreign influence.

1t is with pleasure and gratitude your committee
bave learned, that the war department has given an

entire preference to douiestic manufacture, and us

much is confidenily hoped from the deparument of
the navy. : '

Your committee elected a delegate to proceed
with the same to the seat of government. |
Memorials of similar import, were drawn up by
the merchants of this city, and by the citizens at

large, respectively; and another member of your -
committee was deputed by the merchants, who also’
appointed a citizen of New-York, then in the ci

of Washiagton, to co-operate with the delegates of
this society, and cause the above named memorials
to be laid before congress, with instructions to so-
licit and promote the objects of them, by their best
endeavors. A

The delegates, on their way to the seat of gavern-
ment, took occasion to explain to certain respecta-
ble and influential citizens of Philadelphia and Bal-
timore, the objects, views, and motives of this socie- .
ty and the nature of their mission; and had the sa-
tisfaction, during tbe short period of one day in
each of these cities, to witness the formation of -
kindred associations, whose proceedings have been
long since made public, and which by their intelli-
gence, patrioiism, capital and character, have prov-
ed an inappreciable acquisition to the cause of do-
mestic industry. ' ‘

During their residence in the ¢city of Washington, -
the said delegates, with the aid and co-operation of
their colieague, made a similar and no less success-
ful appeal to the citizens of Washington, George-
town, and Alexandria; who at a meeting convened
by public notice, instituted .and organized; an as-
sociation, entitled the Metropolitan Society—the
proceedings of this association have also beenhade
public, and their zeal, influence and respecuability,
have done much in rousing the spirit of inquiry and
promoting the true interests of their country.

The delegates were heard with much attention
by the commitiee of commerce and manufactures.
of the house of representatives, to whom the-above.
memorials were referred, and zha¢ committee. re-
ported iz part by a bill, for the continuance of the. -
 existing duties upon importation as prayed; and re-
ferred the other matters more immediately connected
with the revenue to the secretary of the treasury;
whose opinions, we think ousrselves authoriséd to
'state were in unison with the prayer ofthe memorial-
ists.—And although. the lateness of the session, and
the mass of unfinished business, prevented the im-
mediate attainment of the objects desired, yet the-

apo

.wisest-and mpst experienced in and out of ‘congress:

| (the enlightened members of the committeé of the,

house  included) were of opinion, that nothing
would be lost by the delsy, as every day would
offer new manifestations of the public sentiment,
and the circumstances of the times be more fully
| developed, and'operate as a law of necessity.
It may be timportant aiso :o state the friendly in
timation of the committee itself, that nothing would
bmore conduce to jfuture success, than an authentia
collection of facts, tending to shew the value of the
-property embarked in domestic manufactures, the
great portion of which wus jeopardized by the cau-.
ses set forth, and the loss and irrepairable injury
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the commum..v myst suffer from negiect and indif-
erence to so. essentiul un interest.” As. that infors
‘mation could ke best cotlected and emood:ed by
the active industry of zhis and other societies, we
mention it as an additional stimulus to exertion
and efforts, well combined and wgorouslv sustained,
and we trust that all cmzens, who prize the last-

mg mdependerce of their country, who rejoice in

jts general and individual prosaerxtv, will tak
’ pmde and pleasure in sharing so generoys a mak

The *wo delegates who proeeeded together from
this city, were gratified, in returning thmugh the
town of Lancaster, in Pennsylvania, to thness the
formation of an association of citizens, possessed
of every qualification to be usefui;—talent, influ-
ence, and capital. They were zkere, as on the for-
mer occasmns, lmvxted\ to explain the views and
tendency of their mission, and had the pleasure to
find the principles of this institution approved,
adopted, and promptly acted upon by their respect-
ed fellowscitizens.

Numerous societies have cotemperaneous‘v, and.

in rapid succession, arisen throughout the union;}

many have announced themselves by publications
full of energy, and marked with mtelhgence. Regu-{!
lar communications have been transmitted to us
from the societies of Wilmington, in the state of
Delaware; Middietown, Hartford and Litchfield, in
Connecticut; Rome and other places, in the state
of New-York: and“we have full authority to say,
that Ohio, Kentucky, New-Jersey, Vn'gmm and
Mlssxsmppl, will soon add their strength and weight
to thé .common stock.
The most emioent journalists, without regard
to pohtzcal or party relations, have lent their un-
bought taleats: and’essays have ‘appeared in their
columas, “which would do honor o any country or
to any cxuse. The pencdxca.l pUb}.ICdClﬁnb of most
acknowledged merit, and extensive circulation, |
have likewise auppropriated tieir labors.to the ser-
vice ‘of their country, and as fay as their sphere
e,xtem‘ed have put prqudme to Hight, and igno-
rance to bhame -
A psmphlet has been comphed by a judicious
and masterly hand in the city of Philadelphia,
from the report of the celebrated Alexander Ha-
milton, taade by that statesman in the year 1790,
when secretary of the treasury, by order of the
house of representa.txves. this paper has been emi-
nently serviceable, inasmuch as it brings back ‘_the
judgment of the reader, to the na Lral order of
things, bzfore the distorted and disjointed relation
of the civitized world had habituuted thankind to
.disturbed and crooked views, and fallacious reiiau-
ces uporn epuetneral hopes and transient specu a-
~ tions,—It establishes prmclples pure and unerring;
-and has the merit not only of sage predigtions, but
of. propaecies futfilled.

1t is impossible to notice all the valuzble tracts
that patriotic excitement has given birth to, with-
in the short period since our institution led the
wav-—-the address of the society of Middletown,
in ‘Connecticut, and the report.cf the cominittee,
of Pittsburgh, reprinted by order of the house of
representatives, are documents deserving much at-
tention; and it is to bé wished, that a collection of
the most of these valuabie tracts, sho:ud be em-
bodied ‘and preserved—they arc so muny plew*es
to the public;. of the fui *p
zen.

‘The address of the society has been reprivted
and circulated in such a.bund.mce, in so many dif-
4erent Jforms, and noticed with so much favor, that
sitls ;mgessxb; 1o retive from the fm’zt of the bat-

~ fore.gn principle.

ad o _/q,l__ty. of the citi-

e, whehe. SVé \‘“ithout‘ SOMe

\ st «poefu'ec tosg
f character. It is oul turn fow, to take the nexy
step- in the ﬁeld of genérons emulatinn, and wag

shon! t4 meet, more tud." hulf way, evéry overture
to cor "ezpondence and co-operation—wWe *should
acknewizdge owr obligations for the confidence re.
posed in us, and for the lght and m:.u uet.on re.
Hecied upon us.

So far your committee have traced their ProgTess
in the execution of their trust; so fur, our ba*'h has
udventured with a favoring gale; for although we
lament that some of our fabrics must su‘%er wﬂ*-
in this year, irveparable loss; vet we trast, that the -
certainty, w xth which they may count upon tlxe foster.
ing care of the government, will in geqerai restore

courage, conﬁdence, and credit, and enable tiie

greater part to ride out thestorm. Theimmense
iosses, at which our markets are glutted, cannot -
endure for many years, and little can Ae see, who
does not read the rising prosperity of cur manu-
factures, at no distant d“y, and =itk it, the power,
happiness and security of this bigh favo red land.
Your committee, couxdermb- the interests of
commerce and manufactures as inseparable and
identical, cannot close this report without notic-
ing an evil wihch has gro vn to an alarming extent,
The present system of auction sales of recent date,
in this couniry, and an anomuly in the bistory of
commerce, hes early exploded ail reguiar business;
and the auctioueer, whose office was formerly sub-
ordinate to that of the mer chant, is now neariy the
only selier; and if subordinate to any, merf’" ! 2
If any sales are now made by the
egular trader, they are cccasional and supplemen-’
tary. ks GUE sdpplelnt
Commercial education, orderly habits and sober
pursuits, honor and good faith, too fatally yield to
gambhng speculations and fraudulent contrivances.
he benefits, if any, that result from this extrasr-
dmarv ‘monopoly, are dearly pa.‘.d for by the ruin
of a class, whozse industay was the life of the com-
munity and through them in a greater or less de-
gree of the various and numerous descri ptions of
persons, who, without being commercizi, depend
upon commerce for their support—And xf once the
merchant disappears from the scene;-if the source
is once destroyed, the thousand channels which it
fed become dry and fruitless, the proprietor, ‘the

- mechanic, the artist, the laborer follow in - the train,

and must'seek elsewhere for subsistence.

- Already bas the public feeling remonstrated
dgainst this abuse; but the practice has still pre:
vasled. The established merchant it hus been
shewn, must ever be unable to compete with the
stranger who is charged with no contribution to
the. puohe servxce, subjected to no reat-or house-
hold expenditure, none of the costs or charges of &
commercial estabtishment, nor taxes, nor imposi-
tons for thre support of government.

Your committee therefore, refer this subject to
the most serious atlention of the society, that the
most suitable means of investigation may be adopt-
ed to substantiate its truth and to procure rehef

ADDRESS.

At who believe that the happmess and- mdepcn-
aence of-our country, are connected with the pros-
pentv of aur mam 1f'a.ctm'es, must repxce 1o 'se€ the
chief magistrate -of the nation honoring with bis
presence, a- society instituted for their protection
and. encouragement. Kaowing that the manufac-.
tures. of the United Stadtes cannot' in:'‘their’ infunt.
state, resist therivalship of forexgn nations without
the patronage of the government, it is consonng to,

ﬁnd that A, to whom the unanimous voice of &l re"
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people has comniitted the‘;hig:h'en:‘t f.v'fﬁc‘(c‘, hus
only consented to become a member of our. institu-
tion, but that he avails-himself of the first'opportu-
nity, of giving it the countenance and support of his.
attendance. o o BT R
Anincident like this may form a new era in the
history of society.—In other countries the.influence
of the magistrate is felt, only from the operation of
his laws or through the instrumentality of his sub-
ordinate agents: while on the other hand,; he de-
rives his information through intermediate chan-
nels; but our happy constitusion, places the peopié
znd their officers, in such relations 16 each other,
that thev may have a mutual and direct’ intercourse
—and we now behold the fiest mayistrate of a great
nation, seeking at its source,-thé mformation which
will enable him to know the wants and wishes: of
the country.” A iife devoted to the good of bis coun-
try, gives us assurance, that-it is only necessary to
make him acquainted with what will promote its
happiness, to lusure all the support, which may be
derived from his high station. It is"now voo late
to question’ e advantages of manufactures; all his-
tory shews us how miich they have costributed to
the prosperity of every stute, Where they have been
encouraged.” Indeed, we find that in seme instances,
trey” have been the sowices of all the wealth and
power of a people. As they huve prospered or declin-
ed, nations have risen or sunk. ¥ven weulth, with-
out manufactures and commeérce, has anly served
10 degrade 2 great community, by tl_le i_z*-.tro‘ductlou
of chat Tuxury, which was purchased with the pro-
duce of inexbaustible mines of gold. But it is not
xs they are sources of wealih, chat an American must
feel the deepest interest in the fate of our manu-
factures—they more nearly concern us, as they are
connected with our independence. For how shall
we aveld the influence of foreign matiuns, while we
suifer ourselves to be dependent on them, not only
for the fuxuries but the necessrries of life! Can that
nation feel independent, which has no reliance but
upon foreign hands for the fabrics which are to
cisthe her citizens?  For manufactured materials
which are necessary for the comstruction of iheir
dwelliags and for the tools with which they are to
cultivate their soil ¢ : )
But such has been our situation, (unknown almost
to ourselves,) until a jealousy of our prosperity
provoked a war, which barred us from the work-
shops of England; and then we fournd we were in
some measure obliged to rely oo a treasonablc trade,
1o clothe the armies, which met her in the fietd of
battle. The very powder which generated the
thunder of our cannon, was sorretimes British ma-
nufacture, and the siriped-bunting may ofien have
been from the same’ loom with the Cross of Saint
George,over which it sofrequently waved in triumph.
Such a state of things, could not but awaken the
spirit.and enterprize of Americans. Amidst the
agitations of war, while one part of the populaton
was ranging itself under the military bunsers of
sur country, another devoted itself to her interest
in another form.  Manufactures arose as if by en-
chantment«—on every stream she formed for her-
seli spacious. dwellings, and collected in ‘them ma-|
ny thousands, who in no -other way t:q_t‘_x;ld" co‘ntri-u
bute to the general weal. ~Those too young; or too
old"to bear‘arms, who had not'strength for agricul-

tural labors—the female whose domestic ‘'services|

could ‘bedispensed’ with in her family,” found kere
4 means of Individual gain, and of adding to the
Public prosperity. In a short three ydars, thig pro-
duce of our looms rivalled-foreign-productions; and

i jmore alarm from, the progress, of our manufactures,

than she did from. the success of our arms. " But -
peace came—while we were at war, the ware-hous-
es of.BEngland were. filled: with, the 'produce of the
labor, which a loss of market had énabled lier to.
purchase at a depreciated.prige;.- The moment.in-
tercourse betweenthe two.countries was. opened,
her hoarded stores were thrown upon. us, and we
were deluged with the. manuficteres.which had
been waiting the event. They could bé soldwithout
prefit, because the foreign. manufacturer thought
lumself fortunate, if he .could realize the Capitak
wiaich he had been: obliged to expead, to. support
Ails establishment while there was-io szle for wares.,
_-But.he was_content to: bear a loss, because,. in
the words of an English statesman;: “it was well
worth while to.incur a loss upon the first exportas,
tion, .in order.by the ghu, to stifle.in the cradle,
thuse rising. manufuctures in the  United:, States;
which the war had forced into existeiice—It
would -have been, surprising -indeed if, our infang
manufactures, the establishment of which, had ge-
acrally exhausted the capirals, of these who.embark-
ed iu them, could have sustained themselves under
such circurmsiances, without any aid or support from
the government, without any means of countervail-
ing the effects of the sacrifices. which. foreignets.
were willing to make for their destruction.—iHow
were they to maintain themselves? ¥ was impossi-.
ble—many’ of them' sunk—bit we hope, 1o risé
again,  The attention of the government was tog
ardeatly directed, during. the war, 10 otker objects,
to perceive the policy or recessity of that protestion
which the manufacturing interest did -not then ap-
pear to want. But now, that peace will lexve our
legislators free to consider and provide: for the real.
independerce, and permanent -prosperity of our
country, now, when we have at the head of our .ad-.
minisiration, a citizen, whose presence herd this
evening assures us of the interest he takes in the-
objects of our institution, we may hope, that Ame-
rican manufuctures will receive.all the countenancé
and support .that can be derived from the pover of
the government. Lc. that power be exerted only
so far as to counteract the policy of foreign nations,
and every American may be gratified in the pride
of wearing the produce of the inierican soil, manu-
factured by /American hands. .Again shall tae sur-
plus popuiation of our great cities, and the feeble
powers of 'women and children, find 722z means of
useful and profitable employment, which manufic-.
tures alone can afford them: .Jgain shell the patrio-
tic and eaterprising capitalist find sdwentage in
deveting his means and mind to objects so calcu®
lated to premote tie prosperity and happiness of
bis country. And ggain shall foreign nations dread
10 see us rising to that real independence, which we.
never caa in truth enjoy, while we depend upon any
but ourselves for the first necessariés of life. The
Sqciety beg leave to. tesiify tothe chief magistrate
of thié nation, the high sense they entertain-of the
honor he has conferred upon them.by his presence-
at this time, and sincerely pariicipatesin the feel. .
ings, which have been $o utiversally manifested on,
his-visit to our city, and most cordially ténder him
their best-wishes for is health and happiness.

L

' AGRICULTTRE AND MANUFACTURES.

In the” house of representutives, June 26.
.. [The committee to whom was referred so-much of-
his excellency’s’ message as.relates to.agriculture

egislature of Neew Hampslire,

3,,3%._'2‘ nation with which we were contending, felt

and domestic manufactures, made the following re... -

port:—
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- Your'committee are deeply sensible that agri-
cultureand domestic manufactures -must ‘be our
permanent sources of wealth and prosperity; that
4 proper attention to, and encouragement b’f, these
objects are the only possible means of turning the
balance of trade in our favor, and securing to our
citizens that independence so pecessary to us as
individuals or as members of the community. ‘
- Your committee would beg leave to remark,
that while other sciences, and other arts, are re-
ceiving the most flattering encouragement, both
by legislative patronage and individual --bounty—
we cannoet indulge the mortifying reflection, that
agriculture and' domestic manufactures, so neces:
sary to’‘our existencé as an'independent nation,
shouid be suffered to-languish in obscurity, or be
Encwn only in habits Sanctioned by tradition.
- The greatest nations of antiquity have given
honorable testimony of their veneration for agricul-
tural pursuits, and their history furnishes the
brightest examples of its importanice to mankind.
And while the labor of some of the nations of
Europe, in modern times, has been employed in rais-
ing their country from the domains of the ocean,
and- in others. contending with obstucles waich na-
ture seems to have designed as insurmountable to
cultivation; we cannot but congratulate our fellow-
citizens on the fertility of our soil—the ease and
readiness with which improvements may be made
—the sure and bappy rewards of industry, and the
unbounded field which is here opened for the
exercise of every agricultural experiment calculated
to increase our knowledge, improve our wealth,
and add to the stock of individual and social hap-
piness. - S :
" In selecting the means most likely to produce
the great and obvious benefits resulting from an
attention to these objects, your committee would
respectfully suggest—that the members of the ie-
gislature, in their private capacity, as citizens of
the different sections of the state, can, undoubt-
-edly, do much by their example and influence for
the improvement of arts so important to our vital
. interests. ‘ T o
Your committee would further recommend, that
societies for the premotion of agricuiture and do-
mestic manufactures be established in those coun-
%es of the state where such societies have not al-
ready been instituted; that correspondence be esta-
blished between the societies of the several coun-
ties, and all proper exertions be made to collect
and disseminate all useful information on the im-
portant subjects under their consideration. -
" And further that the sum of one hundred dollars
be appropriated to the use of the “Cheshire agre-
cultural society,” for the purpose of enabling said
society to:-grant premiums for the best productions
either of stock, grain, or such other articles as may
be thought expedient; and that said society be re-
quested to include the subject of domestic manu-
factures with the objects of their association. And

that a society-in each of the other counties inthe|- -

state, which is, or may be established for the above
purposes, receive from the treasury ‘of this state
the like'sum of 'one hundred ‘dollars, on application,

after being duly .t)_rgahizheci_‘ as afpfiesai_di ’
" Respectfully submitted by

HN EROADHEAD,
- For the committec.

e J.Q

' Which-report was accepted:-

. The President’s Tour.
Our regular a¢éount of the president’s tour {pags.
282) left him on his arrival at New Haven. The
following js an account of subsequent proceedings. -
On tiie 21st of Junehe reviewed the troops at New
Haven, and received due military horors. In the
afiernoon he was visited by all the surviving revolu-
tionary officers resident in that city, eighteen in
number, and by the distinguished citizens general.
ly—after dirner, accompanied by gov. Wolcott, the
11¢}1t. governor &c. he visited the places about the '
town deemed worthy of note. On Sunday he at-
tended divine service and in “the evening, the com:
mittee, in the name of their fellow citizens, took
leave of uis excellency in a short address, expres-
sing the high sense which they entertained of his
visit with their sincere wishes for his individual
prosperity, and his successful administration in his
exalted station. The address was reciprocated in
a manner honorably to the president and highly
gratifying to the committee” . o
In his visit to New Haven he seems to have won
the hearts of the people—the editor of the Herald,
m an account ofit, .says—sThe dress of the presi-~
dent hus been deservedly noticed in other pupers
for its neatness and republican simplicity. He wore
a plain blue coat, a buff under dress, and a hat and
cockade of the revolutionary fashion. It comport-
ed with his rank, was adapied to the occasion, well

jcalculated to excite in the minds of the people, the

remembrance of the day which “tried men’s souls.”
I was not the sound of artitlery, the ringing of bells,
nor the spiendid pr.cessionsalo e, f.m which we are
to judge of the feelings and sentiments of the peo-
ple on this occasion—It was the general spirit of
hilarity which appeared to manifest itself in every
countenance, that evinced the pride and satisfaction
with which the Americans p-id the vsluntary tribute
of respect to the ruler of their own choice—to the
magistrate of their own creation. The demon of
party for a time deparied, and gave place for a ge-
neral burst of NATIONAL FEELING.” o

He reached JMiddletown on Monday, at 9 o’clock,
A, M, escorted by a company of cavalry, and break-
fasted—after which he viewed the pistol, sword and
rifle manufactories there, and proceeded to Wea.
thersfield, where he was met by the military from
Hartford, &c. and received with a national salute,
and introduced into the place by a very great assem-
blage of citizens and soldiers, who escorted him
over the bridge, which was elegantly ornamented
with three lofty arches thrown over it, composed of
evergreen and laurel—from the central one was
suspended a label—¢*March 4, 1817.” ‘

The members of the corporation of the city.visit-
ed the president immediately after he had arrived
at his lodgings; and (in the absence of the mayor)
John Morgan, esq. senior alderman, ‘delivered the
following address; to which the president gave “an
appropriate extémporaneous answer.”: :

To the President of the United States.

Sir—The pleasing duty has devolved on us of
presenting you the congratulations of the citizens
of Hartford, on your arrival in this city. Ttis with
sentiments of regard for private worth, no less than

{respect for official dignity, that the personal pre-

sence.of t
sociated. e

The endearing relation which subsists between
the people of a free country, and their political fa-

the first magistrate of our nation is as-

. w2 ~ {In'seriate, same
day, read and coneurred.j- -~ - U T
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c —

ther and guide, .is peculiarly fitted tp cherish and
emnoble these'sentiments. . - .
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