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The artide on "Political Economv"thatfol •. Aft~r numerous.ealcul:itions ahd~!\riy~plieiiist(), 
10ws, has 50 much occupie4 th~~tten'tion, åftbe the opinions as· well as theexperience o,(othets, I ' 
editor for several oays, as almost to prevent him. havearrived at the following con<:hisions-7~~t:the. 
from attending to anything else: yet ~e has to re.., ma1}-1~f(lcturer;,gOfJds (not made up mto clotiuAg}re
gret many ititerruptions and incidents c!llculated. to qmred to clothe the people of t~e, Unit:d. Sta~es, 
unhinge the mind ofthat degreeofhatornony WhlCh coste;, or rnay be valued, thus-:-duttes, 8cc, mcludea:.: 
is 50 necessary to the proper accotnplishment ·of 'For every w~iteperson under 10 years. old ,: ' .... 
undertakings Ilke ~his: .'. .' S 12 per.a1zrlU1!J. 

He respec~f!llly mVltes a dehberate examlnation . above 10 30 
of the facts stated and assumed-a~suredthat an ~ other free person,{average). .~()' :. 
attention, to them, whatever may be thought of -stave (av:erageY .. 'lO 
theil'. arranFement and application, will beuseful I cannot believe that th(!se esti~ates, are.u;lre-:;.-
to h:!s country. sonable; The more I 100k at them tlie more certain' 

r feel that they are under the average 2ost. But 

P · l-t- l E Y N IT accepting them as data, we have the following re.-O llca conom -..L o.. sults: . I .. 

PROPOSrrION THE FIRST. . 3~750,OOO persons at'$12 45,000;000 
," OUR AGRICU.LTURE CANNOT FURXISB A. SURPT.U5 FOR 3,800,000 30 114,OOO,Q&O 

EXPOR'.I"SUlTICIE::vT TO CLOTHE A.ND SUPPLY THE PEO- 300.000 20 . 6,OOO~OOO 

PLE OF THE UNITED STA.TES; TO THE COST OF SutH 1,350,000 10 13,500,000 
GOODS BEING ADDED THE lJUTIl:S.L~ cn.\RGES UPON eost of m.a..Tlufactured articles need-~ _ 
TliE~r, WHICII )Il;ST BE PAID AS WELL AS THE on!- ful to clothe the people·. of the g17S,50v,Oao 
GINAL PU'RCHASE J\IOSEY." United States,· .' . . 
The broad ground of this propositio?- admits the There are in.tpe United States more . 

. introdllction of numerous f.1.cts, ancl mvolves the than a million of Famiiies offreenersons, 
most importantsubjects.ofPOLITlCAL :&coN03l!'. ~Ve each of which. consumes an !.ve~!lge va-
shall trea! ofthem as briefly as :ve c:1n; hut 'lr they lue of more than 408 per annum,.in '". 
ap-p~ar te<1ious to any one, let hlm turn to t?~ close other manufactures; such as for aeds 

'of thearticle where the 'results of aur enqUIrles are and bedding, table eloths and towe1s,· .... 
collected and -stated, pro and con. carpets, &c., articles of ironmongery:~ 

In theflrst place we have to calculate the ~alue and brass wares; china; .queen's"eartb-· 
of the goods required to clothe and supply the peo- en and glass wares; window glass, lo~k. ,. ~ 
ple of the United States-~d. ing glass es, paper, Ste. : .' 40.?OOO;oa~ 

In the 8ecrmil, after _shewmg the value. of aU onr The new houses built every year and ... '. ,.' 
agricultural products, t.o .attempt to ascertain the the old ones repaired, for ironmonge- '. : . 
surplus we'mighthave, Jf we were to abandon cer- ry, window glass, paints, paper hang •.. ". 
ta:n manufactures-and ing, &-c. ca.nnot eost les! than 850 eadi'.. '" 

By a comparison of the two, to dcmonst:-ate the for an average-say 200,000 at 50$ .. ·10;000,900 " 
pr{)position. . ' Judging by the returns of the IDar- . 

a::rltis proper to obserye, t!lat we 811a11 ealculate shals in 1810, which, though defective, 
the former at so much as it rnay be sl1pposed to C08t gave a value to the product of oUt' dis
the fål"l1ler and planter.-:..and the latt.er at the amount tilleries and breweri~s of more L'um 
which it clearly hringsto him-immedi.alely, in both 16~ millions, andadding the~e.to the 
cases. The difference between the original..cost or amount of foreign Hquors consumed, 
final product, is the proSt and support of the elasses we cannot estimate the eost of aur 
t.~at do not: labor-tl:te merchants, traders, lawy~rs, drinks at less than . ' . 3O,OOO,oQo 
&c. &c: and for the support of the general and state 50 millions 198. of sugar, be~ides that 
governments. It is- important tllat this should be whichis m:l.de in~ the United States, 
recoliected,.:CD·' . (including tbe duty) at 12~ 6,250,000 

The 'present popu~ation of the-United States, ma- 8 milliens galls. molasses, as above, 
thematical1y ascertai~ed by the facts furnislJed in at 50·:. . , ' 4~OOO,OOO 
the several censuses, aml>unts to about 9,200,000 4! mi11ions b'llS.':., sa.lt, as abov€, at 60·· 2;700

2
000, 

souls. This is rather below than above the real 15 millions los. eoffee, '25· . 8,7 50~OOO . 
llUlllber; for it is in' the-very mture of things t..l]3t 3! millioris lbe. tea, 100 3,5.00,000 
any census of the United States, while the people l\Iinor artieles-pepper and spices, 
are so thinly scattered over so,rast a tract of coun· mustard, foreign fruits, &c" &c.-gs 
try; must be defective. forea.ch family, less than 10 sents per 

The pres'ent population may be thus designated: \veek, 5,OOO~OOO 
'White persons under 10 years old 3,750,000 ., • 
----- over'lO . 3,800,000 ' . 283,700,000 
Fre~ pel'son of color, exclusive of in- Add for the p!oduct oF ~m: furn~ces .' 
dJ~ ,0-.·. '... 300,000 and forges, roUmg and shttmg· mIlls, 

Sla",es • ' ". fl 1,$50,000 and other factories and \Vorks in iron, 
\ _ - (estimat~(l in 1810 at nearly 14~ mil. 

ntal, ' 9,200,000 lions) with the ntanufa~ure of acms 
.... "\.. :j . \"{rf: :(If. 

~ , 
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5. Suga7'--:--wbole Cl"Op , • L:Erus SEE THE Rl:SULT~_' 
40,000,000 lhs. at to cents·~,OOO,OOO The cio~hi1Jg J1nd'wpplie.a(jf th~ ,whole , 

'6. Ric~for export - ' ,~ ,-' ,,-people as ~etailed.t .are valued a.t , 31D~000,OOO 
110000 tierces at S30 ..>,600,000 Food and, graln for drilUcsare equal to 253,6.12,000-

7. 8he~P'8 ?fJOol, hemp,jla;r andjl~8eed---: ", Food of thEllt horses ,.'. '- '61,000;000 
,Supposed v!1lue ' " ,,40,QOO,000 

8 .• 'Miscellan(!0U8- , ' 
Value of article5 exported, and Dot in- . 

cluded.in the preceding/estimates, 
Vegetable food: ' -, _ 

'Vheat, fiour anQ bis~uit 7,712,000 
Indian corn and meal -1,646,000 

Deduct. 

Annual ba1anc~ 

624,112,000 
,495;65~,OOO ' 

Si28,459,OOO 

Rye., oats, pulse, potatoes, 
apples, ~c. 

If there ;tre any errors of great magnittide in the ' 
preceding, (and where So much depends upon opi-

338,000 mon many will be of opinion, no doubt, that there 
9,590.1000 are some, notwithstandirig our earnest endeavors td . ' 

Beef, tallow, hides, live eat'!' 
tle . 

Butter and cheese 
Pork, bacon, lard.1 live hogg 
Horses and uiules 
Sheep 

Other ~mall items 

738,000 
223,000 
719,000 
364,000 

49,000 

ascertain truth) I am c01lfident that they are in fcrcor 
of agricult'llre. The above balanee must stand, ,an~ 
nu.ally against us byeeasing to manufacture the few 
things named. It is for those that areopposed to 
manufactures to sb ewhow that balance is to be paid. 
I say it is impossible, utterly ntPOSSIBLE to pay it. 

2,093,000- But weshall have to recur to tllis matter again as 
350,000 we proceed to examinesome of the rest of the pro. 
--- ' positions, and dismiss it for the present. -

nf'st amaunt, 426;,441,000 - PROPOSlTIOS TRE SECO!iD. 

~. Product of the forest-- Tkat if agricultur~ could fltr'Tlish 8UCh w,rpb18, thefl· 
Articl~s exportetl 7,293,000 reign murket -ml! nDt recerne it one year i'R. ten-
l coru of \\·ood for each person, in- unless at ruch rates and on such tertTl8 tU 7l1rmlcl beg. 

cluding the 'quantity consumed in gar 1IS. Wheat, at SO cent8 a lJushel, åelWered on 
manufactories, workshops, &c. (cut, our sea-board, jtJr example, might, perhaps, general. 
but in the woods) at 81.50 t13,800,000 lyfind a market-, out could 7De rai8e it, at that price.2 

,Wood for other purposes than fuel t15,000,O.oO This req!!.ir~ only a very brief exPOSitiOIi. Ac~ 
, , cording to the preceding estimates we should have 

Total.annual ,-a1uegfagricultural{ $.162534 000 nearly 8 180,000,000 worJ! ofagr~cultural products 
~ products ' ' S ,., " to spare·. There cannot be a steady foreign market 

N ow to shew what mig-ht be added to this pro. .for it-and the surplus would be sa great as to lo\\"· 
tluc!: by the abandonment of spinning anel weaving, er the price or valne of the whole 50 per cent. 
and the works in iron, glass, paper and paints, and Evt:ry tlling 7Dould he a perfecttirug in the ma:-ket~ : 
of distilling and brewing. PROPOSTTION THE THIRD. 

Three fourths of all the'labor of aU the people of l That the flreign market i811CCer,!o he reTied IIp(;~ and 
ille Unit~d States, fitted for agriculture, is en- i may be last altogether hy -zoar, esc. 
ged in 't.'ie business of agriculture, and ,furnis~es us l No argument is necessary to demonstrate this pro· 
with commodities worth 8426,441,080, exclUSlve of\ position. The fact must be evident to every one. 
the product of th~ for~t, becaus~ the labor off .. ·The 4th proposi~ion is i!1terestinp, and with the _ 
1000 men .would do' notbmg, (aecording to ~ur pre- \ .:>th~ 6th and 7th, will make the subJec.t of the next 
sent habits) to increase the quantity of timber. The numher. . , 
whcle amount of days' låbor performe~ or that l, ,,' • - ' 
,·;nay be perfol"med, in thefield is 2,437,5~three I than the amOl:lIlt stated-but the amonnts given may 
:rourths øf which is 1~828J1125, or about~233 per. be about the value they are of to thefarmer. 
hand,* which, at the p!esent very hig~ price o~ p~ l :j:The free la.bo~ers ~isted by horses and oxen, 
duce, may be nearly rlght~ I may ear-o moretban thls, hut we must recollect th:?t 
To thefir-!t amount 426,441,000 '\a!most one third of the number of days' work- we 
Add the amount of labor equal to that ' have allowed to agricultule is perfor-med by slaves. 

of 154,000 men, (the manufac1ures . Su~r, l\Ir. Darby says, may prod~ t9 the, plan-
c~ing as proposed) at~S23S eacb. .35,882,000 ter.240S per hand, cotton 184,-tobacco only 107-

, whidl it is presumed is an addition to the culture 

Ada. again,. for the labor of seamen,§ 
fishermen and watermen, snip~ 
wrights &c.l00,OOO at S233 

Productof theforest thatmight be 
export8d -

462,323,000 of their own brea.d sttrffs, &c. . 
'§These are added because the east of theU' 

, maintenance is ~alcuated, and because the valne.of 
23,30D~OOO their labor is estimated in the consumption of the 

people. -, 
9,000,000 ., To pay 310,000,000 :witb:l or exceeding1y re· 

, trench o~ present expences. ' 
*nd wc have the cap4city to produ~e t S495 653 000 
, a value of ,S· . ' " Declarallon of Indepe.ndence._ 

ti: 30 mil1ions from the ca,ne and 10 from tne ma- PhiladelP!da, J une 16th 1S1, . 
ple. 'Ve-have left out the value ofthis product In Messrs. William M'Corkle and Son, " 
;he u.ble of costs by charging only the am~unt of Gentle,»en-Sev~app1iaationsba,"e beenrecent-

.forei.gn sugar cO~tlIDed)" but it is of no great conse- ly m.&de to me to state.the '~:ors wbich". I h~ obi 'Q\1ence. _" " served, an~ often-tnenuoned, ]U the~~tlons o. 
- tThese ltems, at 1r.ar.l:d,· ~e worth much mor.e the namesof the m:mb~~of'the ~ntmental conj. 

"i"h il, _ ' ' , gress,:who declaredm fav.orofthemdepeneence~,.. 
.~~ Sfe next C(\~t!W~' ',:,4e en it ed S~tes, O!1 the 4~h of'July, 1775-1 h!'.'~' 
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)lot at present. suffic1et}t h~alth and le~~?~e_~~ reply·l OD comp~iritthe ~ames publ~$h?d~.s~b~14b,E'd J:? 
fscver~lly to' ea~h a.pplicatlOn., Therecan'b~ out one t~e, declaratlOn of l.ndependeJlce, ~e~observe~a va· 
/correctstateme!lt of fåcts: one public statemen~; rtance,. and the gmission in '~6m.e 1>.ublie~t~oJ)s,pf 
therefor~,. through the .press, will;.serve the pt!r- t~e !lame of ThomasiW'Kean;)layjilg: prqetn:~d ~ 
\pose of the g~tlem~~ wb? have mad~ f~.e request, gertificate . from the secretaryof" $t;itelba:tfJl~ na2~e 
and may also gLve sattsfactlOn to the'mrndS ofothers, ofThornas M'Kean was affixed in his own·hand :wrlt-
wh<.J have turned their thoughts upon thesubject. ed to the original declaration "of independence.;. 
If I am cor~ec~ !n m~ statement, it m~y' ~e of ~se though omitte.d in.the jonrna1~ of ioogr~s~, ·~!r. \ 
to future l11stor~ans; lfnot, my err.ors can.be readily Daliasthen .requeste~ ~"! explal}~ti~n of t4fS Cl:- . 
corrected. I W'lsh, therefore, by meansofyonr pa- cum~ta~ce from me, and from. my aliswer ~o th.1S . 
p~r, ;-to make the following: statement o~ the facts appl:cauon, the f~liowffig e~tracts '\vere~ t*en a~4 . 
wl!hin my knowledge, relative to the sullJeC?t of en- pubhsh~d b~ l\'Ir; ~allas in the append~ ~o;~e fi~t. 
qUJry.. '. ~..' . volt:Ime of hIS editIon of the laws. .'. 

On Monday, the 1st day of'July, 1776,. the ar~u- t ~'~or. several years past I.llave Qeen taught tå 
me?ts in conEr.ess foz:, ~d a,gainst the d'eclaratlon lt~~l'!k less t;nfayorable of sc~ptjcism than ·for.m~rlY. 
of md~p.endence, hanng beeo exhausted, . and the! So many thmgs have been mIsrepresented., ~~~~t~a 
!Deasu:es fully ~o~~ider~d, the congress z:e~ol,:ed I and el"roneous~}' printe~ (with s:e!fiing auth~ntiCi;l·) 
l:self tnto a comID;.lttee of the·whole; the questl~n under my own eye, as ~n my 0p~lon to re~er. ~~~:;. 
\1-ag put by the chalrman, and alL.the states voted ~n wlw doubt of every thmg, not:dtogether. m~xcus:a.'; 
the affirma~ve, except Pennsylv~ia, w]lich was I? ble. The publication 'ofthe dec1aråtio~ o.find~pe!l'
t~e;negati>ve, and Delaware, w'hie~j was equally dl" ~ence on the 4th of July, 1776, as printed i~·· the 
vlded. Pennsylvania at that time hAd seven mem- Journals of congress, vol. 2, p<ige 242, &c. and a~o 
bers, ru. John Mortan, . Benjarnin Frank-lin, James in the acts of most public bodies since, SD f~r as re
\Vilson, JODn DIckinson, Robert l\forr.:is, ThoIDJLS ·spects the narnes of the delegates or deputies .~·ho. 
'Villing, arid Charies Humphreys. All were present ~ade the declaration, has led to the aooY~ ~e~e.c-· 
on the first of July; and the tru-ee first named voted tlOn. By the printed ptlblications referr.ed.to, it 
for ilie declaration of independen~eJ the r;,maining would 'appear !l.S it the fif: y-five gentlemen, w11oi.e 
four.against it. The state of Delawar-e bad three\ n3.m·es are there printed, and ~one other, were on 
memb·2.rs, Cå:S~r Rodney, George Re~d, and inyse!f. ~hat day, person~Uy.present in congress, a~~'aSse:~t
George Read an~ I w~re present. I vot:d for It, I Inp- to IDe decbr~tlOn; whereas the truth IS other
George Read~amst It. \Vhen the preSident re- Wlse. The follow-mg gentlemen ""ere n'Otmembers 
sumed the chair, the chail'man of the committee of( on the 4:h o~ July, 1776, namely, ~I<itth~\V Thorn-

. the whole made. his report, which was not ~cted {ton, Ber:Jamm Rush, George Clymei", James Smith, 
upon till Tllursday, the 4th of Jul!. In the mean George Taylor, ande George Ross, esquires~ The 
time I had ,\Titten to press the attendanee of Cæsar I five last named were n~t chosen delegates until t~e 
Rodney, the third delegate from pe1al\rare, WIIO ap- • 20th of ili,at mo~th; the .first,. not until the 12th day 
peared early on that day at the state bouse, in this pf September fo.llowi!lg, nor did he take his seatjn 
place. Wben the congress assembled, the question congress,..until the 4th of November, which w~ foUr 
was put up on the report of the committe6 of the months after. The journals of congress~ voL Sd, , 
whole, and approved by eve1"y state. Of the mem· page 277 and 442, as ~.-ell as those of the 'asSeinblY 
b~s from. Pennsylvania, the three first, as befare, of the state of Pennsylv.:tnia, page' 53, and.:of .L'1e 
voted. in tbe affir~a~iveJ and ~he t~IO la.st. in the l generalassemblyofNew:Hampshire, ~S1;a~Iish,th~~e
negative. John Dlckmson and Robert liOl'r!:i were I facts. Although the SlX gentlemen na.TJled, .. bad_ 
not pre~ent, anddid not take their seats on that day. been very active in the American cause, arid som~ 
Cæsar Rodney, for the state ofDelaware,voted with ?fthem, to my own knowledge, warmly in favor ~f 
roe in the affirmative, and George Head in the nega. ltsi~dependence, previous to the day oil' which it 
tive. was declared, yet I personallyknow that none of. .... 

Same mOT.thsaftertllis, Isaw printed public:itions them were in congress pn that day.·. -
of the names of those gentlemen, who had, as it \Vas "l\fo4esty shot44 not rob.any man of his jt1~t . 
sS:id, voted fOl" the declaration of independence, and l honor, when, by that hon()r, bis modesty.cannot be 
ob$erved that nijown name was. omitted. I \VaS notatl o:tren. ded. ?tIy name is not in the printed journal of 
little surprised at, nor could I acco~nt for the omis.. congressJ as 'a party to the decl;1ration oTinJepen
sion; because I knew that on the· 24th of June pre. dence, and this like an error in tue fi~t concoetlon, 
cediiig, the deputies from the comtriittee \ofPennsyl has vitiated most of the subsequentpub1ications~ and 
vania, assembled in tlle provincial conference held at yet the folet is, that I was. then:J. member of ~6ngr~ss 
the Carpenter's Hall,Philadeiphia" whi~h had met on for the state of Delawa:e, was persQnally present 
the 18th, and chosen me theirpresident, had unaru- t in congress, and voted in favor of the independence 
mous}y declared their \Villingness to concur in aron the 4th day of July, 1776, and signed the decla
vate ~f the congress, declaring the United Colonies ration, after it had been er.grossed OU' parchment: 
free. and independent states, and h'ad orderedtheir ~vb.ere my. name, in my own hand writing still ap
declaration to be sign ed, ·and their president to de- pears .. Henry "\Visnerofthe state· of New-York wis 
liver it to congress, which accordingly I did the day also in congress and voted for independence 
foUowing; I. knew also, that a regiment ofassocia- ''1 do not know bow the misstatement in the print- , 
tors, of whieh I \Vas eolonel, had, at the end ofMay ed journ:ils has happened. The manuscript public 
befQre, unanimously made the same declaration.- journal, has no names annexed to the declaration 
These circumstances were mentioned, at th e time c of iudependence, nor has the 8ecret· journal;. bat it 
to gentlemen of my acquaintance. The error re· appears by the latter, that on t."Je 19th day ofJuly, 
main.~ uncorrectecl till t~e year 1781, when I was 1776, the congress direc~ed. that i~ should be en
appomted to publish the laws of Pennsylv:mia,. to gross ed on p:~rchment, and slgned hy every 1l}ember~ 
which I prefixed;the declaration of independence j a.nd that it was so produced on' the 2d -of August, 
and inserted my own name, ~'ith the na~es of my and signed. This is interlined in the secret jouz·nal, 
colleagues. Afterwa.rds, in 1797, whep the hl.te in, the hand writing- of Charles Thomson esq. the se
A. J Dallas, esq. then secretary of the common· cretary. The present secretary of state of the Uni
we~lth, W\4S apppinted.to· publi~h ~n editi?n ~f.l~ws) ted States, and mysel!; have lately i!1spect~~ t'lr.e ~ 



Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner.  Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

~g8 , NILES', WEEKLY ~GISTER-SA.TURDAY,JUNE 28,11817. 
, , '- ,- -',' ~, .. 


