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SPAXlSII A\IERIC,\,-:Il, DE PRADT, 
The latest intelligencc which wc hayc rcceiyed 

from South America acquaints us with the 1:1ct, 
that General Doli\'ar, with the independent for. 
ces under his command, had mad" himself mas'. 
ter of the town of Angostura, on tilC banks of 
the rivcr Oronoco, It is also a,hle!l, that the pat
riot admiral Brion had been obliged to depart 
f .. om the Island of Margarita, and th"t his inten· 
tion was to stcer for a placc of rendezvous in thc 
"icinity of Boliyar's ncw' position, 

If this accoun t be trne-and we h.we no reason 
.) . '" 'at'present to dc!ubt it-it tends til prove, iIi the 

'\ :. rl';\':'CC~ ,f tnl.ll':~ J):ll~("U Jar i:lr3"rnl,.itluu, ;11:"'(.1 l~c 
.I!i?cpe~~n~ P7rtYl!{,';C }Jcch compdleu to ';1 .. Cll· 

~.- ~. ~e. the proyin~~, SAnta f\lartba, 'Vcnezuelaj 
and Cam ana, and to take refuge in Spanish Gui. 
ana, This would seem to augur ill for the cause 
of South American independcnce "pon the ,\t. 
J:mtic coast: but the scene of revolution is so ex. 
'~nsil'e, that insurrection may ,be suppressed in 
one qtiarter and,still pl'el'ail iIi another, 

A writer has rccently appeared, who has thrown' 
. considerable light IIpon the qnestion now de. 
pending between the. Spaniards of Amerioa and 
those of Enrope :' lIe is ".}'l'enchm:m..ofthc name 
of DE PnA1\'Ii, 'nnd he discuRses the suhJcct with 
\musu"l holdneSs and candor; which e\'cry one 
will allow wh~~as reae\ his !Il'gumen~s, and arc 
informed that he belongs to the order of l'riesl~ 
and is a Dourbon Royalist. This author reasons 
tJms: ' 

Spanish America must, soone~ or I:,ter, be in· 
dependent: it is in the order of nature. that she 
shQuld be RO, The, principles of 6ep'~t;1tiQn are 

'too deeply implanted in the minds of th~ Ameri· 
"ans ever to be eradisated, They may be defeat. 
('(1 in ,their object now; but they will, from time 
to ti~ne~~eattempt, and fiuallyJlley must 
~juccer:l. .:f·li~ r;p~\li~l,(": (,: EUf\"'l'C ~~~nw an~ 
nwkwar{l in iltting out lnnritimL t·:-"i-lc\i:~:o!l>; bC4 
Slde~, they want pecuniary means: these means 
they call chiefly deri\'e only ii'om America, and, in 
consequence of 'the stilte' of rel'olution there, 
Ihey arc ,umi~i~ithhcld, The popUlation of 
!'plUli.h America is superior to that of Old Spain. 

• II is as fifteen are. to elc\'en. It 113 .• the a,h'an
',t;.j;e of being I~'\hituated'to the climate, which is 
destructive of the E,urdllean Spaniards., The sol· 
.liers,of<Ol<l Spain, who arc sent1\t c{Jmh"t,lhe re· 
voluti~~is~s, will Lither speedl!>.: find ti.eir g.',\\,es, 
or they 'Y,ll he won ovcr to th~~C:J.ll"e ()f indepell
den;e by llu'§~5:;cs :mJ the m~j,/!\Il\'i'ut"gcs with 

\O~J .. JY.! . t.... " '.~ .:2 
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which thc indepcndents hayc it in their power to 
allnre them, The inhahitants of 'Spanish Ameri· 
Ca arc no longer lnere Indians: they arc, in :i 
great mC!lSIlrC, of the gt:nuine Iberian blood, It 
is not, with that part of the glpbe, at this day, as 
it was in the times of Cortes and Pi7.:11'ro, In 
,\merica they inhcrit the spirit, and are, in a cer
tain degree, acquainted with tlie arts and tile 
sciences of Europe. The flame ()f insurrecti., 
is uni,ersal: subuue it in one prol'ince" it W1-H 
sull exist in another, and 'in places where'it is 
e'<tinct it will be reki\ldlcd from the fire's whilli 
e~ntinue to blaze in other parts, Could Spain re· 

,~(;'1~(~1~··4.' her ('010nl('9, !'jh~. rm:ld not rC"ta.iu' them 
~n O:;ll1:..; _:'tior,. WjUJLut guatJing tIlcm by milita1'./ 
force in every quartcr: and how can she furnish 
troops sufficiently numerous for such a 'purpose ? 
Should. she try the experiment, slie will depopu-
late herself once more, as she did at the period 
of her first settlements in the western.Jlemis. 
phcre.· It is for the interest ortllc United States 
and of Brasil that the 'whole coutinent of Ameri. 
ca should be independent of Europe: the pros. 
perity of those two sections of America will per. J,';. 

petually excite the Spanish colonies to new ef
forts to liberate thcmseh'es from tbe yoke ofthcll' 
mother country, 1che desire foroindependence' 
is strcngthened by moti"es of self-interest; for, 
under the dominion of Spain, Americ:\ is exclu~ 
'ded from trading "'ith the rest of .the world;' 
wllercas, in a stale of independence, she \\'oulJ 
h:",e a free commcrci"l intcrcourse with aU na. 
tions. If· Spain continues the' War against the 
Pahiots, both royalty and the Catholic religion 
will be put in jeopardy, The priests are gene. 
rally the friellds of' arbitrary powcr;. they f,wi).r 
the cause of Old Spain to the detriment of the 
colonists, :lIld the Americans will be glud to get 
rid of them and to' c.bblislL a 'more liberal systom 
.o! Chl~suan wOl'ship, The Hp:mish AmericaJ\!! 
. :a, {i'l',n t~1C f'Jppl·ession.'~.ic.h d\L'y h:w.c c:< c

rlenced under a monarchy, be naturally inclined 
to republicanism; and if ~tllCy' should prosper 
under that f"rm of govc~inent, whilst the. suh. 
jeets of J~uropean so\'el'Cigns are qppressed :Inri 
rendered miserable under the forms of royalty, 

.. 
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un their part, in e\"~ry thing that could intoxicate 
their sen.es, 01' gratify their vanity. Succeeding 
demagogues followed the example set by Pericles 
-an inundation of luxury Was poured in upon 
thc country, and the capability of l11aintaining 
its freedom and indcpcmknce vanished. A \"l

erors PEOPLE SE'fJ.:n C . .\X liE F1tEE-TIIEIU l'.u'· 

s(O~s FOllGE 'rUEllt :Fl: .... ·cr..ns. 

Wlw.t a spcctacle! A. democracy distinguished 
for genius, for valor, fo,' power, fiJI' the growth of 
scicnce, for the cultivation of eloquence am! pu
etry, for l11unificent encouragement of the fine 
:Irts, and abol'c.all for the ardent lovc of liberty; 
the nUrse of soldiers and statesmen-the prolific 
mother of heroes-the herocs of )Iarathon, Sala
mis, I'lata::', :\Iycalc-thc cradle of philosophy and 
philosophers-of Socmtes, l'lato, Aristotlc, Xen
ophon-in one cOlllprchensire word, ATnExs, re
uuced mc\"Cly by the blightil)g hanel of luxury, 
to the lowest debasement of which man or na
tions arc susceptible-its citi?ens at last sunk to 
the deg ... ~dation of being feel at the public expense, 
likc the modern Lazaroni of Naples; nay worse, 
if worsccan be imagined-so utterly depraved 
and emasculated, as to accept amusement as an 
alms, anel to become objects of a funtl established 
by the influence of their demagogucs, for a/lord
iug them gratuitous admission to thc theatrcs! ! 

\Vlmt was the consequence? out of this uni
versal laxity and a daily incrca"ing appetite for 
gross uchallchery, al110rc unil'ersal profligacy, ant! 
a more undisguised p,-actice of cor1'l\ption arose. 
To all scnsual men, but 11100'e particularly to vulga
rity thoroughly sensualized, the IUI'e of eonntry is 
nothing when opposed by present gratification.
hl'cry hand in Athens was open for a bl·ibc, and 
nothing was wanting to the complete e:;tinction 
of the republic, but an ambitious, bold, allll cun
ning" fiJl'eign encmy; and him they soon f',and in 
l'hilip of Macedon. Each succeeding day they 
became mOl'e devotedly the brutalized tools of 
their t:lI"orite demagogllCs, while those dema
gogues were, all the timc, the subscn'ient agents 
of Philip. In 1":1in llemosthenes raised his mighty 
e10Cjucnce to resist the cormption that prevailed, 
to rouse the Athcnians to a sense ofthe;',dauger, 
and to cxpose the pernicious machinations of the 
~[acetloninn tyrant-his clorillence, eveR Ids, 

was no match for the scnrnalitr of that fallen peo
ple. Yitiated by the pmcticc of luxury, beyond 
the pos,iuility of cure; a dinner was 1110re impor
t:lIlt in their eyes, than Athcns-a theatric!ll spec
tacle or a song, more precious than )juerty; and, 
so far from hQlng able to savc his country, De
mosthcnes coulJ only by swallowing poison, save 
himsclf from the ignominy of being betrayed by 
I,is ungratdlll cOllntrYlIlen to perpetual imprison
lIIe nt or death-in shor!, from \h~ di:gracc of filiI. 

illg into the halllis of l'hilip, who hy the batt\" 
of ("I,,"ronca, tiecisi\'cly extinguished the liberties 
of Athens, and the independence of :L11 G~ecc~. 

This is a most afflicting' picturc, hut it is a COl" 

rect one. To Amerie,u,s it presents. an awful 
lessoll, and ollght to be kept continually in the,,· 
I·iew. <.:oultl the whole bc compressed into on,; . 
short, cOlllprchensivc sentencc; that sentcnel! 
ought to be inscribcrl in large letters at the en
trance of O\'cry city, town, anti village in the Uni
ted States. Unhappy, ill-fated Greecc, which at 
this moment, after a bpse of two' thousanll yr::trs, 
remains a mOlln:nent of the I'engeance of Heavell 
uponnationalluxurl·. :For I clo belic"e that if the 
whole globe were ."neasurcd over, step by step, 
there could not be found npon it one spot whcre 
civilization had el'er prevailed, inhabited by so 
miserable, forlorn, and abject a race !IS that once" 
most f""ored portion of the e,u'th. '. 

lily next will contain a 110 less imprcssive pir~ 
ture of tile fat~1 effects of luxury upon that stupen' 
dOllS power, the HOlnan republic. 

LUCILll'S;' 

DECLARATION OF JXDEPE!\DENCr.. 
.'nO)t'TnE 'F'nEr.~IA.~'R JO[,RnL. I . 

l'hiltltL']phitl, JUlle 16, 181i. 
Messrs. ~1'Corklc &. Son: . 

G""TU:"",,.-ScI·e,-a1 applications haying beell 
recently malle to me to stnlc the errors which I 
had ohs('r\'ed, lind oftclf mentione!l, in the Jlubli, 
cations of the names of the members of the Con
tincntal Congress, who declarcd in I1I1'our of' 
the IndeJlendence of the United States, on the 
4th of ,July, 17i6-1 h:wc not, at present, sullici
ent hcalth and leisure to ,'cply severally to eacl, 
application. Therc ean be but one correct stah'
ment of filCtS: one public statement, therefore 
throngh thc prcss will ser\'c the purposc of, till: 
gentlemen who h(we madc the re'luest, ant! mal' 
,,150 give satisHlctioll to thc mint!s of others, wh;, 
11U1'e tnrnet! theil' thoughts lIpon the sub;cct. If 
1:U1I correct in m,' statement, it mav hc ~f "'" to 
futul'c histori:1l1s: "ifllot, Ill\" errors call be readilv 
con'ccted. I wish, therefore, br means of 1"01;" 
paper, to make the following statement of tl", 
tacts, within 1111' knowledgc, relative to tile sub
ject sf enquiry': 

On MOl\{I.~y, thc 1st d;l)" of Jnly, lii6, t)IC ar
guments ill Congress, lor anll against the l)"ch
mtion of Independellce, h,l\'ing beell exh~ll:;ted, 
alld the mcasllI'e fillly considered, the Congress 
resoh'er! itselfinto a committee of the whole ;'the 
question was put by the chairman, and all the 
~'tate8 voted ill the nffirmath'e, except Pellnsyl
I"3nia, which was in the nego.ltil·e, mid De!awal'e, 
which was equallv di\·ided. l'cnnsyll"ania, lit that 
time, had sCI'en membeNl, viz. John :\IOl'tOIl, 
Benjamin Franklin, ,James Wilson, John nick;n
son, Robert Morris, Thomas Willing', and Charles 
Hnmphrc)·s. All werc prcs~nt on the 1st of July, 
and the three first named voted for the IlccJlft-a
tion of Independence, the rem:lining four against 
it. The state of Delawure had three members, 
Ca:e:ll' Rouney, George Head' and mvself, Geor!,'"f! 
nead :mcl I we"e present. I voted for it, Getll'g'c 
Head ag:unst it. Whel.1 tlle president ,·cs'jn,II.:.1 
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his chair, tl,e chairman of tbe committee of the 
whole made his report, which was not acted upon 
lIntilThurstlay, the 4th of July. In the mean 
time I had written to press the attendance of 
Cxsar Rodney, the tlllrd delegate from Dela
ware, who appeared early on tllat day at the 
state-house, in his place. '\'hen the Congress 
assemoled, the qllestion was put on the report of 
the committee of the whole, and a.pprovcd by 
every Stale. Of the members from Pennsylvania, 
the three lirst, as before, voted in tile allirmati,'c 
:lIld the two last in the negative. John ,icl:inson 
and Hobert 1I10rris were not prescnt, and did not 
take their scats on that dav. Cxsar Uodney, for 
the state of Delaware, "otctl with me in the ,;lfirOl
ati"e, and George Head in the negati,'e. 

Some months after this, I saw printed publica
tions of the lIam<-s of those gentlemen who had, 
... it was said, voted [01' the Declal'ation of Inde
pendence, nnd obser,'e,l that my own name was 
omitted. I was not a little surprised at, nor could 

, I nccount for the omission; beC:lllSC I knew that 
on, tile 24th of June preceding, the deputies from 
tJle comnliltees of Pellnsdvania, assemble:! in 
provincial conference, held;,( the (;urpenter's Hall, 
I'hihdelphi:<, which h,,,1 met on the Hlth, & chosen 
me their president, had unanimously declared their 
willingnes,; to concnr in a vote of the Congress, 
declaring the t;lIikd Colonies free alld indepen
dent states, :lnd had ordered theil' ,Iecbration to 
he si~'necl, and their president to deliver it into 
Con!{rcss, which accordingly I (~i'l the day f~)I
IO\l'IIl{\' : 1 knell' also, that:l rcgllllcnt of aSSoe,:!
\fll'S, of which 1 was colonel, Iwd. at the cnel or 
:\1 a\' bdc,re, Ilnanimousl\' m"dC! the san\(' d<!cla-
11ltion. 'These cil'cun1sh~nccs were mt:;ntiull(-d at 
1 he time to gcntlemen of my acquaint:!llce. The 
crro;' re~laiaed ullcorrected till the year 1781, 
whell I was appointed topubli,h the laws of~'cnn-, 
s\'lnUlia, to ",hiell I IJI'cfixed the Dec!"ral1on 01 
!jl(\epenc\ence, and inserted my own name, wi~h 
the nalltes of my colleagues. :\f,cl'warcls, 11\ 

179i', wh~n the late A, .1. Dallas, 1':"1' then Se
,'wta,y of' the Commonwealth' Was 3ppoint~(\ to 
publi,h an c,\ition of the laws, on comparing ~he 
\lames published as subscl,ibc,l to the DeciamtlOlI 
of 11I,lcpem1cnce, he observcd n \,:Il'i,\IIce, anci 
the omission, in sonlC publicatinhS, of the. nan\c 
of Thomas :'I'Kean; haying pr!,cllrecl "eertlficate 
frnm the Secret:!rv of 5.,le, that the name of 
Thomas :.r·Kean \vas affixed ill his own hand writ
ing to lht· original Uechl-.. tion of Independence, 
though omitted ill the jonrnals of Congress, 1\11'. 
Dllllas then requestcd an explar.atioll of this cir
cumstance £i-om mCt aml frotn my answer to this 
nppl;cation, the f<ll\owing extracts wcre taken 
and published by lItl·. Dallas in the appendix to 
the lirst volume of his edition of the laws: 

"·t'or sevcrnl years past 1 have been taught to 
think less nnfa"orably of scepticism than formerly. 
So many things hal'c hee!1 misl'ejlr~scuted, .missta
ted, ~l~'1 erroneously prllltec! (wltl.1 seemlll~ :,u
thent,c,tn un,ler Illy own eyes, as m I!')' op"llon 
to render those who douht of el'c!'V tiling, lIot al
tngether inexcusahle. The publication of the 
lleclara\ion of inclepcnc!,'nce un thc f<lIlrth day of 
,Inly, lii6, as pl'intet! in the .i0lll1lals ot' Cong-I'css, 
\',,\. 2, p. 2-12, &c, and also in the acts of most pub
E~ botlies\ ,'"ce, so far as respects the names of 
the delegates or deputies who made that decla
ration, has kt! to the ~bo\'e reflection. By tbe 
prilltc,l publications rcfelTed to, it \I'ould appeal' 
,0; if the filly-Ih'c gelitICmcn ,,-hose names arc 

\ 

there printed, nllll none other, were on tllat day 
personally present in Congress, and assenting to 
the declaration; whereas the truth is otherwise, 
The following gentlemen were not members on 
the fourth of July 1776, namely, Mathew Thol'll
ton, Benjamin Rush, George Clymcl; ,lames 
Smith, George Taylor, and GeOl'ge Uoss, Es
quires. The five last named Wel'e not chosen 
delegates until the twel1tieth of that month; the 
fil's\, 1I0t until the twelfth day of Seplemhel' fol
lowing, nor did he take his scat in Co"gl'ess until 
the i',)urth of Novembcr, which was fOllr months 
after. The journals of Congress, "01. 2;1, pages 1( 

2i7, 442, as well as those of the "",emhly uf the 
state of Pcnnsyh'ania, page 53, ami of the general 
assembly ofXew-Hampshire, establish these facts. 
Although the six gentlemen named had been "e
ryactive in the American cause, and some of them, 
to my own knowledge warmly in favor of its inde
pendence, pre,'ious to the uay on which it was dc
c1arc~, yet 1 personally know that none of them 
were In Congress 011 that day. . 

" ~lodesty shoul,lnot rob any man of hi~ just 
honor, whcn, by that honor, his lIIodesty canllot 
be oflendctl, lily name is not ill the plintcd jour_ 
nals of Congress, as a party to the d-.ciaration of 
ind"pcnuellcc, and this, like I\n error in the first 
concoctioll, has vitiatcd l\Iost of the subsc'lucnt 
public:\tions, ami yet the fact is, that I was then a 
nlem bel' of ConlSress, from the state of Delaware, 
was personally pl'esent in COllgress, and voted ill 1,,_ 
vor of in(\cllcntlence on the fourth cIay of .lul.,', 
17i6, anc! signed the dcclamtion aftcr it had bee-I. 
cngrossed 011 rmrehmellt, where my nallle, in my 
own haml writing, .till appe:u's, lIenry "'isncr, 
of the state of,Xcw York, was also in Congress, 
al\(I "otecI fOI' independellce, 

." I do not know how the misstatement In the 
printed journa" has happened: The munuscript 
Imblie journal, l1:\s 110 names annex",l tu the cle
clar:ltioll ofino<!pellc!ence, 1101' has the sec)'e'/ iOllr
nal; bnt it appears hy the latter, that o~ the 
nineteenth day of ,July, 1776, the (;Qngress, di
rected that it "houM be clIgrosseJ on P:\I'ClllllCnt, 
alld signed by M.·ery "'"libel', :lnd that it was so 
produced (111 the seconel of Allgust :lIIU signecI. 
This is interlined in the secret journal, in the 
hami writin;;- of Ch:lrles Thompson, Esq, the se. 
cret:\l'y, The pre,pnt secretary of state of the 
Ullitl'c! Rtatl's, anc! myself, hal'c htely inspected 
the jOll1'llals, and spell this. The journal \\'as first 
pI'illted by :'Ill'. 'John })unlap, in 1778, and, pro
bably, copies with the names tben signed to it 
Were printc,l in August, liiG, and that Mr Dun
lap printcd the nanH:5 from one of them," 

Your mo::.t obedient sen"nut, 
'1'H05_ :WKIUX. 

SOUTH A:m:R1C,\~ AFFAIRS. 
"'c hal'c been politely f<'rnishcd by a gentle

mon who ani,'cd in the Ba\' ill the Buenos A \Tean 
brig .l'~ll'i{)ta, (says the Baitimore American i with 
th" Ibllowing interestillg information rclat;,'e tu 
thc all"i!'''; ill SOHth Ame!,ica: 

rr On 1st of June inst. n Spanish s[lIlaclron passed 
the Island of :'Ilargaretta, consisting of 2ll s,liI and 
25'.)0 men, unekr the Bwu'bon ),''''g, anc! anchored 
ill C\U\l>lIa, :Ift<:r plundering- several fishing bOllts 
and pressing a nlllllber or fishel'll1en nnel cOlm'nit
tillg 1I1111\l'roll,; other depreciations against ti!C ci
tizellS; by thc last acconnt they ha,\ not disem. 
ba!'ked, as they were ill all Itnl'calthy ~bite, auol 




