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INTRODUCTION

TO TIIELE

HISTORY or AMERICA.

w <t;~-}3» y

< . ilisToRrY CfCOLUMBUS.

V ER Y circumftance relating to the difcovery and

1 {cttlement of America, is an interefting object of
enquiry. Yet it is pre{umed, from the prefeat flate of
literature in this country, that many perfons, are but
flightly acquainted with the charatter of that man, whofe
extraordinary genius led him to the difcovery of the con-
tinent, and whofe fingular futferings ought to excite the
indignation of the world.

‘The Sp:ni:hfiftorians, who treat of the difcovery an:d
fettlement of South-America, arc verg little known in
the United Hrates; and Dr. Robertfon’s hiftory of that
country, which, as is ufual in the works of that judici-
ous writer, contains all that is valuable oa the fubjc&, is
not yet reprinted in America, and therefore cannot b=
fuppofed to bz in the hands of American readersin genc-
ral : and perhaps no other writer in the Englith language
has given a fufficient account of the life of Columbus *a
enabie them to gain a competent knowledge of the hiis
tory of the difcovery of America.

Chrittopher Columbus was born in the repubiic of
‘Genoa about the year 1447 ; at a time when the naviga-
tion of Europe was fcarcely extended beyvond the limits.
of.
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of the Mediterranean. The mariner’s compafs had been
invented and in common uife for more than a century ;
yet wita the hielp ot tiis fure guide, prompted by the moft
ardent {pi-it ot difcevery, encouraged by the patronage
¢t princes, the maicers of thole days rarely ventured
from the ‘i’_‘,in. o‘ weds They acquired great applaufe
by lailing along the v of Africa and difcovering fome

he neishoring ciimdsy and after puthing their ree

ches with the ”rca v indiuttry and perfeverance for
more than h unf a entury, the Portuguefe, who were the
moit furtunate and ’mcrpm'n‘", extended their difcove-
rics fouthward no firther than the equator.

The rich commodities of the Eaft had for feveral ages
vbeen brought icio Europe by the way of the Red Sea and
the Melitervunean 3 and it had now become the objeét of
the Portuguefe to find a paflage to India, by failing
round the fouthern extremity ot Africa and then taking
an eaftern courie.  This great object engaged the gene-
ral attention of mankind, and drcw into the Pcrtuguefs
fcrvice adventurers from every maritine nation of Ev.ope,
Lvery year added to their experiznce in navig-uon and
teemed to promile a reward to their induftr-. ‘The pre..
spe&t, however, of arriving in the Indies, was extremcly
diftant 3 fifty years perfeverance in the fame trach, had
brought them only to the equator, and it w«+ probable
that as many more would elapfe before they could accom-
piith their purpofe. But Columbus, Iy an uncominon
exertion of genius, formed a defign 5 - lefc aiio~"‘hing to
the age in which he lived, than ben ficiai to poﬁemv.
'This defign was to fail to India by taking a weitern di-
retion. By the accounts of travellers who had vifited
India, that country fremed almoft witi.out limits on the
eaft ; and by attending to the {pherical figure of the
earth, Columbus drew this conciufion, that the Atlantic
ocean muft be bounded on the weft, either by India ite
{elf, or Ly fome great continent not far dittant from it.

This extraordinary man, who was now about twentye
feven yeurs of 297, appears to have united in his cha.
Talior evary trait, and to have pofluied every talent re.

quifits
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quifite to form and execute the greatcft enterprizes. He
was early educated in all the ufeful fciences that were
*taught in that day. He had made great proficiency in
_ geography, aftronomy, and drawing, as they were necef-
fary to his favourite purfuit of navigation, He had now
been a number of years in thc f=rvice of the Portuguefe,
and bad acquired all the expe... ~e that their voyages
| and difcoveries could afford. His courage and perfe-
~ verance had been put to the fevereft teft, and the exer-
« cife of every amiable and heroic virtue rendered him uni-
verfally known and refpeed. He had married a Portu.
guefe lady, by whom he had two fons, Diego and Fer.
dinand ; the younger of whom is the hiftorian of his life.
Such was the fituation of Columbus, when he formed
and thoroughly digefted a plan, which, in its eperation
and confequences, unfolded to the view of mankind one
half of the globe, diffufed wealth and dignity over the
other, and extended commerce and civilization through
the whole. To corroborate the theory which he had
formed of the exiitence of a weftern continent, his dif.
cerning mind, which always knew the application of
. every cirr .mftance that fell in his way, had obferved fee
veral fats which by ethers would have pafled unnoticed,
In his voyages to the African iflands be had found, float.
~ing afhore after along weftern florm, pieces of wood carved
in a curious manner, canes of a fize unknown in that
quarter of the world, and human bodies with very fingue
lar features.  Fully confirmed in the opinion that a con.
fiderable portion of the earth was ftill undifcovered, his
i Benius was too vigorous and perfevering to {uffer an idea
 of this importance to reft merely in fpeculation, as it had
done in the minds of Plato and Seneca, who appear to
have had conjectures of a fimilar nature. He determined,
thercfore, to bring his favorite theory to the teft of ac-
tual experiment. But an object of that magnitude re-
quired the patronage of a Prince ; and a d=fign fo extrae
rdinary met with all the obftrutions, delay and difap-
pontments, which an age of fuperftition could invent,
anl which perfonal jealoufy and malice could magnify
, and

—
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and encourage. Happily for mankind, in this inftance,
a genius capable of devifing the greateft undertukings,
aflociated in itfeif a degree of paticiice and eanterprize,
modefty and corfidence, which rendered him fuperior,
not only to thefe mistortunes, but to all the future cala-
mities of his life.  Prompted by the moft ardent enthu: |
fialm to be the difcoverer of new continents, and fully |
fenfible of the advantages that would refult to mankind.
from fuch difcoveries, he had the mortification to wafte

away eighteen years of his life, after his fyfiem was well

cltablifhed in his own mind, bcfore Lie could cbtain the

means of executing his defigns. T'he greateft part of this

period was fpent in fucceflive and fruitlets folicitations,

at Genoa, Portugal and Spain. A a duty to his native

country, he made bis firft propoful to the fenate of Ge-

noa; where it was foon rej-ted. Confcious of the truth

of his theory, and of his own ability to execute his de-

fign, he retired without dcjeétion from a body of men

who were incapable of forming any juft ideas upon the

fubject; and appiicd with freth contidence to John the

fecond, King of Portupal, who Lad diftinguifhed himfelf

as a great pairon of navigation, andin whofe fervice Co-

lumbus had acquired a reputation which entitled him and

his projet to general confidence and approbation. But

here he fuffered an infult much-greater than a direct re-

fufal. After referring the examination of his fcheme to

the council who had the direétion of naval affairs, and

drawing from him his general ideas of the lenpth of the

voyage, and the courfc he mcant to take, that great mo-

narch had the meannels to confpire with his council to

rob Coiumbus of the glory and advantage he expected to
derive from his undertaking. While Columbus was a.
mufed with this negociation, in hopes of having his

fcheme adopted and patronized, a veflel was fecretly dif-

patched, by order of the king, to make the intended dif-

covery. Want of fkill and perfeverance in the pilot ren.

dered the plot unfuccefsful : and Columbus, on difcover-

ing the treachery, retired with an ingenuous indignaticn

from a court capable of fuch duplicity,

Havi
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Having now performed what was due to the country
that gave him birth, and tc the one that had adopted
him as a fubjedt, he was 2t liberty to court the patronage
of any prince who fLiould have the wifdom and juftice 10
accept s propofals. He had communicated his 1deas
to his brother Bartholomew, whom he f{ent to England
to ne~nciate with Henry feven i ; at the {ame time that
he went himfelf into Spain, to apply in perfon to Ferdi-
riand and liabellz, who goverred the united kingdoms of
Aragon and Caftile. "T'he circumftances ot his brother’s
zpplication in England, which appears to have been un.
fuccefsful, is not to my purpofe to relate; and the li-
mits prefcribed to this fk- *h will prevent the de-

“tail of all the particulars relating to his own negociation
*in Spain. In this negociation Columbus fpent eight years,
-in the various apitations of fufpznce, expectation, and
‘difappnintment 5 till, at length Lis fcheme was adopted -
‘], by Itabella, who undertook, as Quezn of Caftile, to de-
fray the expences of the expedition; and declared her-
fcif, ever after, the friznd and patron of the hero wh
- projected it.

Columbus, who, during all his ill fuccels in the nego-

tiation, never abated any thing of the honors and emolu-
' ments which he expelted to acquire in the expedition,
ootained from Ferdinand and Iabella a full ftipulation of
every article contained in his firft propofais. e was
conftituted high Admiral and Vice-rov of all the Seas,
1{lands and Continznts which he fhou!d difcover 3 with
power to receive cne tenth of the proSts arifing from
their produltions and commerce. Thefe offices and emo-
luments were to be hereditary in his family.

‘Thefe articles being adjuited, the preparations for the
voyage were brought forward with repidity ; but they
were by no  ~uns adequate to the importance of the exe
Fedition.  “Larce fmall veditcls, fcarcely fufficient in fize
to be employed in the coafting bufinefs, were appointed
to traverte the valt A:lantic ; and to encounter the ftorms
anl currents that might be exncéted in fo lerathy a voy-
T4 wrenah Lilint and unknowa feas.  Thele veflels,

et



( 8)

as might be expelted in the infancy of navigation, were
ill conftrulted, in a poor condition, and manned by fea.
men unaccuftomed to diftant voyages. But the tedious
length of time which Columbus had fpent in folicitation
and fufpence, and the profpet of bzing zbic foon, to ob.
tain the objeét of his withes, induced Lim to overlock
. what he could not eafily remedy, and led him to difre«
gard thofe circumftances which would have intimidated
any other mind. He accordingly equipped his fmall fqua.
dron with as much expedition as pofiible, manned with
ninety men, and victualled for one year. With thefe,
on the 3d of Auguft, 1492, amidft a valt croud of anxie
ous {petators, he fet fail on an enterprize, which, if we
confider the ill condition ct his fhips, the inexperience
of his failors, the length and uncertainty of his voyage,
and the confequences that flowed from it, was the moft
daring and important that ever was undertaken. He
touched at fome of the Portuguefe fettlements in the Ca.
nary Ifles ; where, although he had but a few days run,
he found his veflels necded refitting. He foon made the
neceflary repairs, and took his departure from the weft.
ermoft Iflands that had hitherto been difcovered. Here
he lett the former track of navigation and fteered his
courfe due weft. -

Not many days after he had been at fea, he began to
experience a mew fcene of difficulty.  ‘Lhe failors now
began to contemplate the dangers and uncertain iffue of
a voyage, the nature and length of which was left entire-
ly to conjelture. Befides ficklenefs and timidity natural
to men unaccuftomed to the difcipline of a featfaring lite,
feveral circumftances contributed to infpirc an obftinate
and mutinous difpofition, which required the moft con-
fummate art as well as foititude in the admiral to centrols
Having been three wecks at fea, and «xjcricnice.d the
uniform courfe of the trade winds, which always blow
in a weltern direltion, they contended thac, fhould they
continue the fame courfe for a lenger period, the fime
wiad would never permit them to return to §pain. ‘lhe
magnetic needle bzgan to vory its diredtion.  ‘This beix;g |

the
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the firft time that phenomenon was ever difcevered, it
was viewed by the failors with aftonithment, and confi-
dered as an indication that nature itfelt had changed her
courfe, and that Providence was determined to punifh
their audacity, in venturing fo far beyond the ordinary
bounds of man. ‘They declared that the commands of
their fovereign had been fully obeyed, in theixj nroceed-
ing fo many days in the [ame diretion, and fo far fur-
pafling the attempts of all former navigaters, in queft of
new difoverics. Every talent, requifite for governing,
foothing and tempering the paflions of men, is confpia-
cuous in the condué ot Columbus on this occafion. The
dignity and affability of his manners, his furprifing know.
Jedge and experience in naval affairs, his unwearied and
minute attention to the duties of his command, gave him
.2 complete afcendency over the minds of his men, and
infpired that degree of confidence which would hare
maintained his authoerity in almoft any pclible circum.
ftances. But here, from the nature of the undertaking,
every man had leifure to feed his imagination with all the
gloominefs and uncertainty of the profpect. They found,
every day, that the fame fteady gales carried them with
great rapidity from their native country, and indeed froin
all countries of which they had any knowledszz. Not-
withftanding all the variety of management with which
Columbus addreffed himfelt to their patfions, fometimes
by foothing them -with the prognoftics of ditcovering
land, fometimes by flattering their ambition and feafting
their avarice with the glory and wealth they would ace
quirc from: difcovering thofe rich count:ies beyond the
Atlantic, and fometimes by threatening then with the
difpleafure ot their foversign, fhould timidity and difo-
bedience defeat fo great an objed, thieir uneafinefs ftill
increafed. From fecret whifpering, it arofe to open mu-
tiny and dangerous counfpiracy. At length they deter-
mincd to rid themfelves ot the remonftrances of Colum-
bus, by throwing him into the fea. The infetion fpread
drom fhip to fhip, and invelved officers as well as com-
mnon failers They finally loft all fenfe of. fubordination,
R | and
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and addreffed their commander in an mfol& minner, |
demanding to be conducted immediately back to Spain;
or, they aflured him, they would feek ‘their own fufet ty
by taking away his life. Columbus, whofe fagacity and
pcnetrauon had difcovered every f; ymptom of the difor-
der, was prepared for this laft flage of it, and was fufli-
ciently apprized of the danger that awaited him. He tound
stvainto contend with paffions he could no longer ceatrol.
11e therefore propofed that theyfhould obey his or.ers for
three days longer 3 and, fhould they not difcover land in
that time, he would then diret his courfe for Spain. .
‘I'hey complied with his propofal; and, happily for
mankind, in three days they di‘covered lund. This was
a fmall ifland, to which Columbus gave the name of San
Salvador. Their firlt interview with the natives wasa
fcene of amufement an:d compuffion on the one part, and
of aftonithment and adoration on the other. 'T'he na.
tivas were entirely naked, fimple and timorous, and they:
. . . . 5
wviewed the Spaniards as a fuperior order of beings, de-
fcended fromtheSun,which, in that ifland and in molt parts .
of America, was worthipped as a Dcitv. By this it was
ealy for Columbus to perceive the lin= of conduét proper
to be obferved toward that fimple and insffenfive peaple,
Had his companions and {ucceilurs, of the Spanifh nati.”
.on, poffeffed the witdom and humanity of that difcover-
er, the bencevolent mind would feel no fenfatione, of re-4
gret, in contemplating the extenfive advantages arxﬁngi
to mankind from the dxfcm'Crv of America. 4
In this voyage, Comu\ﬁ% dilcovered the iflands of Cu
ba and Hifpeniola; on the latter of which, he ercéted
fma!l fort, and hav'nu left a garrifon of thirty-cight men,
under the commard of an oPrcer by the name of Arada,
h: fet fail for Spain.  Returning acrofs the Atlantic, he
was overtaken by a viole ﬂorm, which laited {everad
days'and increafel to fuch & degree, as botlled all his na-
val {kill, and threatened immediate deftruétion. In this
ﬁtuanon. when ail were in a ftate of defprir, and it was
expeltsd that every fea would fwallow up the crary vel-

{el, he manifeded a {ccenii; and prefence of mind, por
1‘.8"3
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haps never equalled in cafes of like extremity. e wrote
a thort accovnt of his veyage, and of the difcoveries he¢
had made, wrapped it in an ciled cloth, enclofed it in a
cake of wax, put it into an empty caik, and threw it
overboard ; in hopes that fome accident might preferve a
depotit of {o muca importance to the world.

‘The ftorm however abated, and he at length arrived
in Spain ; after having been criven bv ftrefs of weather
_into the Port of Lifion, where he had opportunity, in
an interview with the King of Portugal, to prove the
truth of his fyficm by arguments more convincing than
thofe he had bLefore advarced, ip the charaéter of am
humble and unfuccefsful fuitor.  He was received every
where in Spain with roval honors, his family was en.
nobled, and his former ttipulation rcfpecting his oftices
and emoluments was ratified in the moft {folemn manner,
by Ferdinand and Ifabella; while all Europe relounded

his praifcs and reciprocated their joy and congratula-
. tions on the difcovery of a new world.

‘The immediate confequence of this was afzcond voy-
age ; in which Columbus teok charge cof a fquadron of
feventeen thips of confiderable burthen.  Volunteers of
all ranks and conditions folicited to be employed in this
expedition. He carried cver fiftzen hundred perfons,.
together with all the neceflarics for eftablithing a Colo-
ny, and exteading his difcoveries. In this voyage he ex-
plored moit of the Welit Iadia Iflands ; but, on his ar-
rival at Hifpaniovla, he fcuud the garrilon he had left
there had breen totaily‘deﬂroy’_ﬂ’by the natives, and the
fort demolithed. Me however proceeded in the plant-
ing ot his colony; and, by his prudent and humane con-
du& towards the natives, he effeCtuaily eftabiithed the
Spanifh authoritv in that ifland. DBut while he was thus
laying the foundation of theip future grandeur in South
America, fome di1'mntcmcfper{ims, wio had returned
from the colony to Spain, tegether with his former enc-
mies in that kingdom, cenfirired to accouplifh his ruin.

‘They reprefented his conduétin fuch alight at court,
as to create uncalnels and ditru®t in the jealous mind of

Ferdingnd,
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Ferdinard, and mzde it neceffary for Cclumbus again to
return to Spain, in order to counteralt their machina.
tions, and to obtain fuch further fupplics as were necefs
fary to his great poiitical and benevolent purpoles. On
his arrival at court, and ftating with his ufual dignity
and confidence the whole hiltorv of bis tranfaltions a-
bread, cvery thing wore a favorable appearance. 1le
was received with ufual honors, and zpain folicited to
take charge of another fquadron, te carry out fartlier
fuppiies, to purfue his d'xl‘covcries, and in every refpeét
to ufe his difcretion in extending the Spanifh Empire ir
the new World. In this third voy.ge he diicovered the
Continent of America at the mouth of the river Oro-
noke. He redtificd many diforders in Lis government of
Hifpaniola which had happened in his ablence; and eve.
ry thing was going on in a profperous train, when an
event wis announced to him, which comypleted his own
ruin, and gave a faisl turn to the Spanith policy and
sorcu in America.  'This was the wrrival of Francis de
Bovadilla, with a commiflion to fuperfede Celumbus in
Lis government; and with power toarraign Lim as 2
criminzl, and to judge of his former admintiration.

It £ems that by this time the enemics of Columibus,.
defpaning to complete his overthrow by greendleds infl-
nuations of mnl-conduit, had tzken the more cfiectual
methed of exciting the jealouiy of their fovereigns.
from the promifing famples of gold and other valuable
commodities brought from An:erica, they took occafion
to reprefent to the King and Quesn, that the prodigious.
wezlth and extent of the countries he had difcovered
would fvon throw fuch poweririo thic hands of the Vice-
rov, that he would irample=on the royal 2uthority, and
bid denance to thc Spanifh power, "There arguments
were well calcutated for the coid and futpicious temper
of Ferdinand, and they muft have had jome effedi upon
the mind of Ila‘)ella. ‘The confeqjuence was the appoint-
ment of Dovadilla, who had b:cn the inveterate cnemy
of Columbus, to take the government from his hands.
This firlt tyrant of the Spanifh nation in America be-

gan
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gan his adminiftration by ordering Colambus to be pat-
in chains on board a fhip, and {ending him prifoaer to
Spain. By relaxing all difcipline, he introduced diforder
and licentioufnefs throughout the coleny. e fub’eéted
the natives to a moft milerable fervitude, and apportion-
ed them out in large numbers among his adherents, Un.
der this fevere treatment perithed, ic a faort, time many
¢houfands of thofe innorent people. | N

Columbus was carried in his fetgers (o the Spanifth
court, where the King and Geen either feigned or felt
a fufficient regretat the condudt of Bovadilla towards this
illuftrious pritones; He was not only releafed from cone.
fine:nent, but trexted with all imaginablz refpel:.  But,
althcugh the king endeavored to expiate the offence
by cenfuring and recaliing Bovadiila, yet we may judge
ot his fiacerity ivom his appointing Ivicholas de Ovando,
another bitrer enemy of Columbus, to fuccesd ia the go-
vernment, and from his ever after rctufing to reinftate
Ceiumbus, or to tuifil any of the conditions on which
the difcoveries were undertaizen,  Atter two years {oli..
citation for this or fome other emplovment, he at length
obtained a {fguzdron of four [inall vetiels t5 attempt new
ditcoverics. He row fet out, with the ardor and enthu-
flafm of a young adventurer, in quelt of what wos aiwavs
his faverite obje(t, a paflfage into the South Sea, by
which he might i1il to India. He touched at Hifpaniola,
wherc Ovando, the goverror, refufed him admitiance
on fliore even to take fhelter during a Lurricane, the
prognoftics of which Lis experience kad taught him to
difcern. By putting into a fmall creck, he rode ou: the
ftorm, and then bere awav for the continent. Several
months, in the moit boilficrous ftaicn of the vear, Le
ipent in exploring the coaft round the gulph of Ilexico,
in hopes of finding the intended navigation to jndia,
At length he was fnpwrecked, and driven athose on the
Alard of Jamaice,

His cup cf calamitiss feemed now compietely full. He
was caft upon an ifiand ot favayes, withcut providons,
witbout any veflel, and thisty leagucs from any Spanify

" iettleern s,
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fettlement. DBut the greateft providential misfortunes
are capable ot being imbittered by the infults of our fel-
low creatures. A few of his hardy companions gence
roufly offered, in two Indian canoes, to attempt a voy-
age to Hifpaniola, in hopes of obtaining a vefltl tor the
relief of the unhappy crew. After fuflering every ex-
tremity of danger and hardthip, they arrived at the Spa-
nith colony in ten days. Ovando, through pcr(onal ma-
Iice and jealoufy of Columbus, =fter having detained
thele meilzngers cight months, difpatched a vefiel to Ja-
maica, in order to fpy out the conditiou of Columbus
and his crew ; with petitive inflructions to the Captain
not to afford them any relief. I'his order was punétually
executed.  ‘The Captain approached the thore, delivered
a letter of empty complimcut from Ovando to the Ad-
miral, recaived kis anfwer and returncd. About four
months afterwards a veflel came to their relief ; and Co-
lumbus, worn out with fatigues and broken with misfor-
tunes, returned for the laft time to Spain.  Here a new
diftrefs awaited him, which he confidered as one of the
greateft he had fuifered, in his wholelife. 'T'his was the
death of Queen lfabella, his laft and greateft friend,

He did net fuddenly abandon himfelf to defpair. He
dalled upon the gratitude and juftice of the King, and,
and in terms of dignity, demanded the fulfilment of his
former contra®. Notwithftanding his age and infirmie
tics, he even {plicited to be farther employed in extend-
ing the career of difcovery, without a profpct of any o-
ther reward but the confciouinefs of doing good to mane.
kind. But Ferdinand, cold, ungrateful, and timid, dared
rot to comply with a nnglc pro')ofl of this kind, 'left he
fhould encreafe his own obligations 1o a man, whofe fer-
vices he thought it dangerous to reward. He therefore
delayed 2nd avcided anv dodiiion on thefe fubjedls, in
hopes that the declining health of Cclumbus would foen
rid the court of tlie remonfirances of a man, whofe ex.
traordinary merit was, in their opinion, a fufficient ‘oc-
cafion of defirovring hin. In this they were not difap-
pointed, Columbus languifhed a fhost tiae, and gla

refigacd
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refipned a life, which Lad been worn out in the moft ef.
fential fervices perhaps that were ever rendered, by any
human chara&ter, to an ungrateful world.

c - e e——

Difcovery and Settlemernt of NorRTH-AMERICA.,

LTIIO’ Columbus was the firfl difcoverer of Ame-
A rica, and ought to have had the honor of giving
it Lis nmame, vet one Americus Vefputius, a native of
Florence, who made a voyage hither, fome years after
Columbus, gave name to this valt continent. Columbus
Lowever, confined his ditcoveries to the Iflands in the
gulf ¢f Mexico, and to the fouthern continent.

North America was difeovered, fome years af-
1497 ter Columbus’s firft voyage, by Sebafiion Cabot,
an Englithman, who obtained a commiflion trom
Henry feventh, for difcovering, fettling, and pof-
{efing heathen countries. The firft land he made,
was Nova-Scotia,
Sir Humiphrey Gilbert took pofleflion of New-
1583 foundlind and St. Lawrence, and began the fith-
ing trade.
1606 ‘The firlt fettlement of Canada, wis made by
Montfieur du Mont, a Frenchmzn: Quebec was
1629 once taken by fome Englifh adventurers; but was
1632 refigned to the French by treaty, and continued
in their poficflion, till it was tuken by the Englifh,
1768 under the command of general Wolf,

VIiERkGGINTIA

The firft grant of territory, within the the pre-

3584 fent limits of the United States, was made to

vir Walter Raleigh, 1t included all the lunds,

from thirty three, to forty degiees of north lati-

tude; to which he gave the name, Virginia, in

Lonor of queen Llizabeth, who was never marri-

el. “This grant was vacated by Sir Walter’s =e.
taindess, 0T ) Kiog
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April King James, the firit, by his letters pateat,

1605 divided Virginia, into North and South Yirginia,
The latter, comprch#ndcd between the thirty
fourth and‘tcrty frr(t degrees of latitude, he grant.
ed to the London company. This patent was
vacated by defire of the company, and a new
grant was made to taem, bounded by the forticth
degree of lutitulde.

While the property ot Virginia was in Sir Walter, he
made feveral truitlefs attempes to fertie it. Nearly half
the firit colony, was deftroycd by the favages, and the
relt, confumed and worn down, by fatigue and tamine,
returned to England in defpair. The {econd colony was
totally aeftroyed, probably by the favages. ‘The third
fuffered a fimilar fate; and the fourth cuarreiing among
themfelves, neg‘cétmg their lands, to hunt for go!d, and
provoking the Indians, by their 1nllent behavier, lofl
feveral men, 2nd tl e tanuihic d semaias of them would
have returned hom:, had hev ncot met Lord Delaware,
at the mouth of Ch apeck Yay, with a i\uadron load.
ed with provifions fc: thzirachicf, The utienton which
this nobleman paid i) (Lis infact fetilement, wiil eproil
his name amonp the tounders of the weftern empire, and
the beneflaltore of manlind.

1665 ‘The firtt permancatictiiement was made on JTames
River and caited Janmizs Town, It is now an in.
confideracle village.

NEW-.-10RL

‘-
Captain !,mﬁ Tielon,inhis fecer o . Ve
16c8 {¢ mL ot anorth weii P'\‘;a retothe L.-“l%u .-
covered th.e river- \n‘:'n takes his ue

Dutch foen iver eabiibed a imall = 0> 'y
New-Tork, anld ancther at Aibanv., thiy ac,
i fion about fifty years, when vpon the breake
ing cut of the wor detween the Lusiidi and the

Dutch, king Charles, the izcend, granted to his

w664 browes James, cuke of Yurk, the tra@ of landd

xl1ch
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which row includes New-York, New.Jeriey, and
partof Pennfylvania. Thedukefentabodyottroope,
under the command of Sir Rcbert Car, and took
pofleflion of New-York, withcut much refiftance.
The Duich, by way of reprifal, took the Englifh
fcttlement in Surinam. They afterwards cen-
quered New-York; but at the treaty of peace,
166y figned at Breda, it was ceded to the Englith in
exchange for Surinam, and continued an Englifh
govecrnment, till the late revolution, |

NEW.-.ENGLAND.

Betore the fettlement of Virpir'y, or of New.
602 York, captain Gofnold had expiored the eaftern
fhore of N:w-Zngland,~—be lifcovered and gave
name to Fiizabeth’s Iland, and Martha’s Vine-
yard, in Botton bay.  When king James civiced
1606 Virginia, by his leiters patent, the territory bee
tween the thirty cighth and forty {ifth degices of
latirude, was callsd North Pirginia.  Seversl
620 years afterwards, he incorporated a number of
perforns, among whom, were the cuke ¢f Lenox,
‘he marquiffes of Buckingham zand Hemilton, and
the ear’s ot Arundle anl Warwick, by the name
of the ¢ Ccuncil eftablifhed st Plymouth.” 'To
this company, he made an ablolute grant of all
the iznde in Ainerica, between the fortieth and
farty eizl..h degrees of north latitude, through-
we main land, from {ea to fea; excepting-
- .. %y aach 2nds as were agghat time, 2qually pol.
.y iome other chriftian prince or flaze.

o ~-‘~:?:5_’$’ASSACHUSETTS.
| _The fame jear, in which this grant was made, 2 num-
Ver of Puritans, who had expericnced fome feverities:
om the intolerant fpirit of James and archbifthop Laud,
fought 2 retreat in the wilds of America.. They, to the
eumber
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mumber of one hundred and fifty, arrived in the month
of November, and feated themfelves at Plymouth, in
Maflichuletts-Bay. Here they fuffered a!l the incon-
veniencies of cold, poverty and ticknefs. Many of them
died, during the winter; but the free enjcyment of their
religion, reconciled the {urvivors to their new fituation,
They bore their hardfhips with unexampled patience ;
and, by their induftry, {oon procured a comfortable {ub-
Aftence.

Within eight years from the firft planting of
Piymouth, the colony had become refpeltable,
by new emigrations trom England. They pro-

1628 ceeded to enlarge their fettiements, and built Sa-

116 lem* and Bofton+. ‘Thefe fettlements were |
3° made in confequence of a grant from the Ply.

nouth company, to Henry Rofwell, Sir John
Young and others, of all that part of New-Eng-
land, which lies between a line drawn three miles
north of Merrimak river, and another draww

three miles fouth of Charles river, from the At

lantic to the South Sza. 'Thefe were the an-
cient limits of Mafluchufetts-Bay. In the year

1629 following, this grant was confirmed by Charles
the firft.

CONNECTICUZY.
2631 Three years after, Robert, Earl of Warwick,

prefident of the council of Plymouth, granted’

* to lord Say and Seal, to lord Brook and otl}crs,
a tradt of land, extending, from Naraganfet river,

forty leagues on th- fea ecaft; and thence, |
through the main land, from the Weftern Ocean*

to the South Sea. This is the firft granr of Con-
necticut. Swmnaller grants, from the firlt paten-
tees, were afierwards made to particular pecople

in confequence of which Mr. Fenwick made a fet- |

ment at the mouth of Connefticut river, and
1634 gave it the mame of Saybrook, in honor of the
lords’

|
|

l
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|

v
I




1636

1662

( 19 )
lerds Say and Seal, and Brook. Soom after,
Mr. Haynes and Mr. liocker left Maffachufetts-
Bay, and fettled Hartford ; near which had bgen
a fmall Dutch fettlement, the remains of which
are ftill to be feen, on the bank of Cennellicut
river. The following year, Mr. Eaton and Mr.
D.venport feated themfelves at New Haven.
Connedticut and New-Haven were {eparate go-
vernments, till the reign of Charles the fecond;
when by agreement they were both incorporated,
bv the name of ¢ the governor and company of

Ap. 23 Connelticut.” The charter by which thefe colo-

1539

Y674

1621

nies were wnited flill continues to be the bafis of
their government.

RHODE-ISL A4ND.

Notwithfianding the Puritans, who fettled New-
Englund, fled from their native country to avoid
perfecution, yet they poflefied the fame perfecut-
ing {pirit themfelves. This {pirit difcovered itfelf
by the banithing of the Quakers and Anabaptifis
from DBofton; who rctired fouthward and built
the town of Providerce. Thefe peaceable people,
driven by the cruel and fanguinary rigor of the
puritans, to fiek a refuge abroad, extended
their fettlements to Rhode-Ifland, and in the
reign of Charles the fecond, obtained a charter
which continues to be the conftitution of the
ftate.

NEW.-H4MPSHIRE

Soon after the fettlement of Plymouth, in Maf-
fachufctts, captain John Mafon, obtained from
the council, a grant cof land, from the river
Naumkeag, now Salem, round cape Ann, to
Merrimak river, and from the {za to the heads of
tholz rivers ; with the dlands lying within three

mileg
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miles of the eoaft. This difkri&t was called Als.
riana. ‘The next year, another grant was made
to Mafon and Sir Ferdinand Gorges, jointly, of
the whole territory, from Merrimak to Sagada.
hok river, and from the ccean, to the lakes and
rivers of Canada. 'This difirit, which include;
~  the other, was called Leconsa. '

Under the authority of this grant, a fettiement

4623 was made, ncar the mouth of Pifcataqua river,
at a place called Little-Harbor, about a mile from
Portimouth, the prefent capital of New.Hamp-

1629 fhire. Six years atterwards, a purchafe was made
of the natives, who gave a deed of the traét of

‘land, lying between the Merrimak and Picata-

qua rivers. S
The fame year, Mafcn procutegda new patent, under
the common f{eal of the council of Plymouth, of the lands
between the fame rivers: which patent covered the whole’

Indian purchafe. This diftriét is called New-tlampfhire.

Some years after the fett!lements on the Pifca-

3641 taqua, New.-Hampfhire was, by agreement, unit-
ed to the government of Maflachufetts. It con-

“tinued under this jurifdi®ion, till the heir of
‘John Mafon fet up his claim to it, and procured

a confirmation of his title. It was theen feparated
from Maffuchulctts, and ereéted into a diflint go-
1679 vernment. The hzirs of Mafon, fold their title

' to the lands in New-Hampthire, to Samuel Allen:
of London, for {éven hundred and fitty pounds.

2691 This produced new controverfies, concerning the

' property of the lands, which embroiled the pro-
vince for many years.

The inhabitants about this time, fuffered ex-
tremely by the cruelty of the favages: The towns
of Exeter and Dover, were frequently furprized
in the night—the houfes plundered and burat—
the men killed and fcalped—and the women and
children, either killed, or led captives into the
wilderne(s. The fir@ fettlers in other parts of

NC'-_
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New England, were allo harrafied by the Indidas,

at diiterenttimes ; and it would require volumcs

to enumerate their particular fufferinge.

The Plymouth company refigned their grant

1635 to the king; but this refignggion, did not mate-

riaily atlet the patentees under them ;. as the fe-

veral grants to companies and individuals, were

moftly confirmed, at fomc fubfequent period, by
charters from the crown.

NEW-FERSET.

It is not certain at what time the Swedes and
Datch fettled upon the lands about the Hudfon
sb:cut . and Delaware but it muft havé been after the

1614 fettlement of V irgn(ua, and betore the fettlement
of New. Eng’lan{l . T claims of thefe nations
extended fronT\e thirty eighth to the forty firlt
degree of latitudle. 'To this tyadt ot country, they

gave the name of New-Netherlands, It con-
tmucd in their hands, till the reign of Charles

i . the ond when it was given to the duke of

366~ Yor A part of this territory was called New.

, in honor of the duke; and the whole as

en already menticned, paffed firft by con-

ft, and afterwards by treaty, into the hands
thc Eoglifh.

» . That art which lies between the Hudfon and
;nd the Dc aware, was granted to lord DBerkeley
Ind Sir George Carterer,. 2::d cailled New-]Jerfey *,

1664 ¥Lhe tir(t grant however, was merely a leafe for

*one year. The propriciors appointed Philip Car-
“teret the firnk governor, and directed the land to

1672 *be purchafed of the Indians.

‘o Atlter the New-Netherlands had been conquer.
¢ €d by the Dutch, and again refiored to the Eng-
Iuh by treaty, the arants both of kmg Cliarles to

1674 his brother the duke of York, ard of the duke

to the preprictors, were reaew ":l Locd Berkeley

C bad

* @ Nova-Cx(arra,



( 22 )

1673 had f{old his fhare of the territory, to John
Fenwick, Liy. who foon after conveyed it to

1674 William Pcnn Gawn Lawry, and Nicholas Lucas,

1650 ‘Two years after the proprietors divided their
property, \_\ay(i;ch they had before held, as joint.
tenants. S1PGeorge Car:eret had the eaft divifion,
called Eaft New Jerfey: Penn, Lawry, and Lu-
cas, took the welt divition, called Weft New- Jer-
fey. The line of divifion was drawn from Little-
Egg-Harbor, to Hudleuw’s river, at the forty firft
degree of latitude. Each party gave to the other
quit-claim deeds of its own divifion.

16-3 Two vears afier this partition, Curteret, by his
laft will, vet'ed all his property in Eaft ]cr.ey in
certain tmﬂcc;, to be fold tor the payment ot his

1682 debte. The truftees conveyed it to twelve pro.
prictors, who difpofed of their rights at pleaiure,
'I'ie goverpment continued in the proprictors, till

15¢2  the reign of qu-cn Anne; when it was refigned
to the crown. The governnient was then annex.
ed to New. York—the people chofe their aflem-
blies; but the goverror of New-York, ufed to
attend them. ‘The government was however de-
tached from that of New-York, before the late
revo,ution, when the two Jerfeys became an in-
dependen* flate.

A confiderable part of the ftate, fiill remains in the
heirs or afligns of the proprietors. New- Jerfey takes its
name from thc ifland of that name in the Englifh chan-
rel, where bxr George Carteret had conﬁdcrablc poi-
1cﬁxcns. |

PENNSYLVANIA.

he firll grant of Pcnn{vlvama was defigned

by Charles the fzcond for the famous adimiral

Pern, as areward for his fervices. But the ad- .

miral dying befcre the grant was completed, HE

1630 was made to William Dean, and included é:
) tra
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tra& of land extending from twelve miles north
of New-Caftle along the Delaware, to the begin-
ning of the forty third degree of latitude, and
from the Delaware weftward five degrees of lon-
gitude. ’

Wi, Penn, who was diftinguithed as 3 good as well as
a great man, took care to acquire the beft of titles to his
lands, by legal purchafes from the natives, the fole proe
prictors of tiie foil. He introduced into his {ettlement a-
moft liberal plan of civil and religious poticy—he tole-
rated all religious fefts, and thus invited not only hisewn
fect, the Friends, to remove from Engiand, but aifp vait
numbers of all denominations from Ireland and Germany.

The government continued in the defcendants of Wm,
Penn, tili*the late revolution; when the people affem-
bled, formed a republican conflitution of government,
and gave the proprietors a fuin of moneg"" in lieu of all
quit-rents.

In one century from the date of the charter of Penn-
fylvania, its inhabitants amounted to almoft four hundred’
thou{and fouis. Its fituation is favorable for commerce,
and it has the fingular felicity of being peopled principal-
ly by Quakers and Germans, whofe habits of induitry
and frugality are adapted to the accumulations of wealth.

DELAN AR E..

'The Swades and Dutch were among the firft fettless
in North America. ‘T'heyhad planted themf{cives on the
banks of the Delaware, many years before Wm. Penn
obtained his grant; and their defcendents remain there to
this day. Their fet:lements were compreliended in the
grant to the duke of York; and when W. Penn came to
take nofleflion of his lands in America, he nurchialed the -
three counties, now f(tate of D:laware, of tie uuu-, an.}
united them to his government.  Tier woreaflterwa 75,
feparated, in fome medlure, fro-n Jenafyivania, T
had their own aflemblios, but the governor of ¥ v

iJ L.y f ‘J ‘A
* £ 130,000 Sterling.

[ 4
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fyivania ufed to attend, as Le did in his cwn proper

government. At the late revolution, the three counties
were erefizd iato a fovereign ftate.

M ARYLAND.

1632 During the reign of Charles the firft, lord Bal.
t:more applied for a patent ¢f lands in Virginis,
and obtained a graat of a tra&t upon Chefapeck
Bay, containing nearlv orne bundrid and forty
miles fquare. ‘This tralt was nzined Alarylard,
in honor of qu=en Henrictta Muriz.  lord Bultie
more was a Roman Catholic, and, with z num.
ber of thLat denominaticn, began a fettlemernt in

-Maryland.  The rigor ¢f the laws in England a-

gainlt this religion drove many of the beft {,-

milies from that country, and greztly promoted

the fettlement of Maryland.  Lord DBullimore

procured an alt of {lzmbly, giving frec literty

for all denominations of Chriftians to enjoy their

religious cpinions. But, upon the revolution in

England, the penal laws againft the Catholics

were extended to the fettlements in Marylund ;

and the Epifcopal Church was cftablifired, both

here and in Virginia. This elabiithn.ernt con-
tinued t:ll the late revolution.

Maryland was a proprietary government, and, at the

‘¢« commencement of the late war, was in the bands of lord

karford, a natural fon of the late lord DBaltimore. But

uvpon the revolution in America, the people iflembled

and formed a confltitution of civil government, fini'ar to

thofe of the other flates.  l.crd Harford was an ablentee

Curing the war, and his property was confifcated. Since

the war, he has appiied to the legiflature for his eftate,

bt could not obtain cven a compenfation, er the quit-
vents, which were due before the commencement ¢f the

war.
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Tue CAROLIN 48

The French, under the dire&ion of Admiral Chaftils
lon, made an early difcovery of the jouthern coaft of
North America. They firt landed near the river, now
called Albemarle, in Norili-Carolina ; but not being in
a fituation to eftablith a fertlement, they returned to
France. .

The admiral, pleafed with the account they gave
1564 . of the country, fitted out a fmall fleet, with a-
bout five hundred men, to begin a colony where
their countrymen had landed on the firlt expedi-
tigqn. Here they built a fort, called Fort Charles; -
and in honor of Charles the ninth, then king ot
France, they called the whole country Carslina.
But the Spaniards ob:rained information eof their
proceedings, and fent a body of troops, which -
rcduced the caleny, and put the people to the .
fword,

No further atizmpts to effet a fettlement here, were
made by the French; nor were any attempts made by
the Englifh, until Sic" William Raleigh projeted an efta-
blithment on this coaft. * .
about In the reign of Charles the {econd, the earl of
1663 Clarendon, the duke of Aibemarle, and others

obtained a grant of the lnnds between the thirty-

firt and thirty fixth degrees of laiitude ; they -

were conftituted lords proprictors, and invefied
with powers to fettle and govern the country.
They began a fzttlement, between Afhley and
Cooper rivers, and called it Charleflown. The
model of a conflitution,and thebody of laws which
they ictrcduced, were framed by the cvicbrated

Mr. Locke.
This conflitution was ariftocratical; eftablithing orders
of nobility. ‘Thz Landgraves, or firlk rank, bad forty eight
C2 thoufand

* Sir Walter’s fuft attemp®s, 4 o8 faid, were made withia she prefept
Bits of Worih-Caralina, '



( 26 )

theufand acres of lind—the Cafliques, or fecond order
liad twenty four thoufand acrcs—the Barons, or lower
rank, kad twelve thoufand acres. "The lower houfe was
to be compofed of reprefentatives chofen by the towns or
countics, and the whole legiflature was denominated, a
parliam:nt. ‘Lhe lords proprietors flood in the place of
king.

They gave unlimited toleration of religion, but
the Epifcopalians, who were the moft numerous,
artempred o exclude the diflenters from a place
in the legiflature. ‘This produced tumults and
diforder among the fettlers, and finally betweern
rhe people and the lords prepricters.  ‘Thefe dit-
tznfions checked the progrefs of the fettlement
=nd induced the parliameut of England to take the
province under theis immediate care.  "Lhe pro-

" prietors accepted zbout twenty four thoufand
pounds freriing for the property and jurifdition;.
except the earl Granviile, who kept his eighth of
toe property.  ‘The con titution was new-model-
led, 2nd the diftri® divided into North and

1725 South Carclina,  "Thefe remained feparate royal
govermmcnts, till they become independent by
tie laze ravalution,

GCGEORGIA *

- The whole territcry between the rivers, Savan.
3932 nah and Altamaha was vefted, by the parliament
of Great PBritain, in truftees, who were to pro-
mote a fcitlement of the couniry. Mr. Oglethrope
was appointed the firft governor, and he began a
fettiement con Savannah river, with about a hun-
dred and fixteen poor people. PBut the original
plan of fetilement was extremely irjudicious, and
cceuld not fail to difappoint the expellations of the
proj-{tors.,
The grant te the truftees was therefore revoked, and

the

® Georgna was fo namcd ir heeor of George the frcond.
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the proviace ere(ted into a royal government. It bad
luft begun to recover frem the low ftate,. to which it jad
been reduced by the narrow policy of the Englith govern-
ment, when the late war commerced. Georgia contains
valt tra&ts of valuable land—its prefcat governnient is
liberal—and the fcttlement of it, by emigiations fiom
other fates, is uncommonly rapid.

GEOGRMAPUHT.
ExrLANATION of the TerMs i#n GEOGRAPLIY.

HE tirraguecus glete is the world or earth, con-
fiiting ot land and water.
About three-fifths of the furface of the earth is cover.
ed with water.

‘The land is divided into two great continents, th“
eaftern and weftern. Bt
The eaftern continent is divided intc Furope, Afia and
Africa. 'The weftein continent is divided into North

anl South America.

A Continent is a vaft tralt of land, not feparated into
purts by feas.

An Jfland is a body of land, lefs than a continent, and
furrcunded with water.

A Cape is a point of land, running fome ciftance into
the fea,

A Peninfula is a narrow neck of land, running far in-
to the fea.

A Promsntory, or head-land, is a high point of land
jutting into the fea.

A {mall rife of land, is called a Hil/——a large rife is
called a M :untain,

An Ifilsus is a neck of land, which joins large divi.
fions of the earth.

An Ocean is the largeft divifon of water, and not en-
elofed by laad. ' i

o ) That
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That which wathes the weftern thore of America, is
called the Pacific Occan. It is teh thoufand miles wide,
and feparates Amcrica from Afia.

That which walhes the eaftern fhore of America, is.
called the Atlantic Ocean. It leparates America from
Europe and Africa, and is generally three thouland miles.
wide.

That which wafthes the fouthern coaft of Afia, is cal-
led the Indian Ocean. ‘

A 8ca is the next largeft divifion of water. It'is com.
nmionly a branch of an ocean, extending into a ¢ontinent®.:

The paffage of water, by which a fea communicates
with an ocean, is called a Strair. | '

Lakes arc large bodies of water, furrounded by land.
“When thefe bodies of water are {mall, they are called:
Ponds. '
A Bay, is a part of the fea, extending into the land,
and not wholly furrounded by it. - |
- When a bav is very large, penetrates far into the land, ..
and is almoft enclofed by it, it is denominated a Gulf.

A paffage of water, between an ifland and the conti.
pent, and communicacing with the ocean, is called a
Sound. -

Waters arifing in fmall quantities ont of the earth,
are called Springs. ‘The {mall fireams flowing from,
fprings, lakes and ponds, are called Rivulets, Rills,
Runs, or Brocks. When numbers of thefe are united and,
-form large ftreams, the ftreams are called Rivers.

Latitude is the diftance from the equator, either north -
or fouth. -

Lengitude is the diftance from any meridian, cither,
eaft or wefl.

WesTERN CONTINENT.

America is about nine thoufand miles in length, ard :
generally three thouland miles in breadth ; although in
one place, at the ifthmus of Daricen, it is only fixty.

: North
® In common difcourfe we ufe fia inftead of ocean. ‘The diftinQliep

Detwean shefe terms, s principally sonfined to geographical treatifese -
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N:rth 4merica, the country which we inhabit, is a-
bout five thoufand milcs in length, from north to fonth,
and from one to three theufund miles in breadth, from

eall to welt.
Nlountains.

In all countries, the land rifes as we depart from the
waters of the fea or rivers; {o that the higheR land is
nearly at an equzl diftance from two rivers, or from the
fea on one fide, and from a river on the other.

Between the Atlantic and the Mifliffippi run feveral
vak rilges of mountains, in a direftion with the fca
coaft ; that is, from north.eaft to fouth-weft. "They ex-
tend fron about the lattitule 4:, in the back parts
. of New-York or DPeanfylvania, to the middle of
Georgia nearly in latitude 31, where they all con-
verge to a fingle ridge, and fublide gradually into a level
country, giving rifc to fome of the rivers which fall
into the gulph of Mexico. ‘I'Le fouthern part of this
ridge is called the Apalachian mountains, from a tribe of
Indians living on a river, which has its fource in the moun«
tains, and is called dpalachiksla. The firft ridge in Penn-
fylvania and Virginia, is cailed the B/ue Ridge, about one
Lundred and thirty miles from the Atlaatic. "Thisis about
four thoufand feet high, meafuring frou its bafe. Between
this and the North Mountain is a large tertile vale. ‘I'he
latter is the ridge of the greate{t extent; but the prin-
cipal ridge is the Allegany, which divides the territory
between the Atlantic and Mifliflippi, and is the height
of land between them, although not fo high from irts
bafe as the Blue Ridg~. All the ridges are broken
through by rivers, except the Allegany. ke paflage of
the Potomak, through the Biue ridge, is one of the
mof ftupendous {cenes in rature. It is thus defcribed
by a gentleman pertetly acquinted with this country *. |
“ You ftand on a very high point of land. On your
right comes up the Shenandoah, having ranged aleng the

right

*» M TF o

-
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foot of the mountain one hundred miles to feek a vent,
On your left approaches the Potomak, in quett of a
paflage alfo. In the moment of their junéiion, they rufh
together againft the mountain, rend it afunder, and pafs
off to the fea. ‘[he firft glance ot this {cene hurries our
fenfes into the cpinion, that, at the creation, the moun.
tains were formed firit, that the rivers began to flow af.
terwards, that in this place particularly they have been
dammed up by the Biue Ridge of mountains, and have
formed an ocean, which filled the whole valley ; that
continuing to rife they have at length bioken over at
this fpot, and have torn the mountain down from its
fummit to its bafe. The piles of rock on each hand,
but particularly on the Shenandoah, the evident marke
of their difrupture and avulfion from their beds, by the
powerful agents of nature, corroborate the impreflion.
But the diftant finithing which nature has given to the
piture, is of a very different charater. It is a true
contraft to the fore.ground. It is as placid and delighte
ful, as that is wild and tremendous. For the mountain
being cloven afunder, fhe prefents to your eye, through
the clift, a {mall catch of fmooth blue horizon, at an
infinitc ditance in the plain country, inviting you, as it
were, from the riot and tumult roaring around, to pafs.
through the breach and participate of the calm below.
Hcre the eye ultimately compofes iticlf 3 and that way:
too the road happens atually to lead. You crofs the
the Potomak above the junétion, pafs along its fide
throngh the bafe of the mountain for three miles; its tera
rible precipices hanging over you, and within about:
twenty miles reach Frederick’s-'Town®, an:t the fine
country round that. "T'his fcenc is worth a voyage acrofs
the Atlanti¢, Yet here, as in the neighborhood of.the
natural bridge, are people who have paficd their lives.
within half a dozen miles, and have never been to furvey:
thefe monuments of a war between riversand mountains,.
which muft have fhaken the earth idelf to its center.”
Batweca

® Ia Maryland, fifty-five miles welt of Baltimess.
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Between the Delaware and the Hudfon, the moune
tains are not fo high., But near the Hudfon, below Al-
bany, the Kaats-kill mountains rife to a great height, and
make a majz(tic appearance.

Between the Hudfon and Conne&icut riveds, the land
rifes into hills, near the fea, which bills run northward
and form the Green Mountain in the ftate of Vcrmont.
This ridge has the Hudlon, and lake Champlain on the
wett, and Conmelticut river, on the ecaft. It extends
from the ocean te Canada.

Between Connelicut river and the fea on the eaft,
there is a ridge of bigh land, tut no confiderable moun-
tains, till we arrive in the weftern parts of New-Hemp-
fhire, and the provirice of Main, nearly three hundred
miles from the mouth of the river.

Rivers.

The river St. Lawrence flows out of the valt lakes
which are on the north welt of the United States, and
running north eaft, falls into the Atlantic Ocean. It is
very large, and navigable for veflels of burden to Quebec,
three hundred miles from its mouth ; but the naviga.
tion is obfiruted by the ice, at leaft five months in the

ear.
’ Penobicot is a confiderable river, which rifes in Cana.
da, and running fouth, falls into the bay of Fundy.

Kennebek has its fource in the fame country, and take
ing a fouthern diretion falls into the fame bay.

The river Pitcatagna rifes in the mountains, in the
weit of the province of Main, and running fouth eaft,
divides that counury from New- Ha:inpthire, and empties
into the fea, at Portfmouth.

Merrimak river riies in the highlands, in the back
parts of New-Hampihire, and bending its courfe fouth
ealt, becomes navigable for fmall veffels at taverhilly
twclve miles from its mouth, which forms the harbor of
Newbury-Port.

Connc&xcut civer hasits fsurceinthe confines of Canada:

~ Its
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‘Tts courfe is foutherly, and after running about fonr hun.
dred miles, it falls into Long lfland found. 'This river,
like the Nile, overflows its banks, i1 the month of A.
pril or May, and forms a rich meadow on one fids or
other, for a length of three hundred miles, almoft with.
out any interruption. It is navigable for veflels of eighty
or one hundred tons, to Harttord, forty miles form its
mouth. It is navigable for boats, three hundred miles,
except feveral falls, which are impaffible. This river,
like moft others in America, abounds with fith; and it
is remarkable, that no falmon were ever feen fouthward
of this river.

The river Hudfon, which takes its name from the
dilcoverer, forms alarge bay, navigable for fhips of bur-
den, ons hundrzd and thirty miies to the city of the
fame name. The tide flows to Albany, one hundred and
fixty miles from the mouth. This river rifes in the
country weft of lake Champlzin, and nine miles above
Albany receives the Mohawk, a large ftream, which above
the falls, is navigable for boats. 'The falls, or as they
are ufually called, in the language of the natives, Kohoez,
arc a great curiofity ; being a perpendicular delcent, of
at leaft thirty feet, from one fide of the river to the other.
The large rivers to the fouthward of the Hudfon, have
their fources in the valt mounrains, that extend from
the lakes to Florida, which have been defcribed.

The Miflitlippi rifes in the unexplored regions to the
north weft of the Uni'ed States. It runs fouth, diviaing
the continent, at nearly equal diftances from the Atlan.
tic and Pacific oceans, and falls into the gulf of Fiorida:
Its courfe is almoft four thoulind miles. A bar at the
mouth and a very rapid current, renders the navigation
of this river difficult.

It is remarkable, that almoft all the rivers in America,
as well as many places now fittled by Englith Americans,
preferve the names given them by the ratives of the
country. 'This is paying a tribute of refpeét to the In-
dians, who formerly poflefied thefe fertile regions; and

the names are a kind of hiltory of the favage {ettlements.
Ifand:.



Ilants,

The principal iflan!s cn the Amarican couft are,

vewfoundland, which lics in theguit ot St Lawrence,
and who'e banks furnith the bei fithery in the world.

Cape Dreton and St. Johw's, whichiie to the fouthward
of Newfoundlund. |

Rhode-lilan 1; which is {mall but fertile, and lies at
the mouth of Providence river.

Long-Iflund, which firctches along the coaft of Cone
neéticut and Now-York. :

B:tides thefe, thers are great nunbers of finall iftands,
fome of which arc mbabite t, and very fertile. Such are
Stazen-liland, Dlock-1iland, TFiiher’s Iland, and DNars
tha's Vireyard.

Cl Ilﬁ{‘f .

Cape Race is the fouth eaft peint of the iflind of Wewa-
foundland. Ansther point of the {ume iflind on the eaft
is called Cape Bonavyla. On the norih is Cape Has-
mitin.

Cape Saé/e is the feuthernme® point of land between
the Bay of Fundy and the ocean. '{iiis is a dangerous
place for {hips.

€ape Anne is a point of land extending into the fea,
on the north of Bofton harbor.

Cape (o extends a great diftance into th: f21, on
the fouth of Bofton harbor. Itis aplice of dangerous
navigation, by reafon of the baonks of fand which 1un
into the ocean, and render the water fuallow, for two
hundred miles.

Alsntauk psint is the eaft end of l.ong Itland.

Cape ALy and Cape Henlof.n ere the two pointe of
land formed by the mou:h of D:laware river:  Cape
May upon the north, and [les/pos upon the feuth,

Cape Charles and Cape IHenry sre formed at thie en-
trance of Ch=fape~k Diy: The tivit upon the nerth, and
tae laft epon tie touth.

' D Lut
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But the moft remarkable and dangerous cape on the
couft of North America is, Hatteras, which is a point of
l:nd extendins far into the ocean, from the coaft of
WNorth-Cuarolina.  The water is very fhoal at a great dif-
tance from the land. The gulf fircam almoft wafhes this
point of land. The cape is remarkable for fudden fqurlls
of wind, and for the moft fivere florms of thunder,
lightning, and rain, which happen almoft every day,
during one half the year.

‘T'o the fouthward of Hatteras, are Cape Leslout, Cape
feary and Cape Riman. ‘The fhoals, which extend off
the latter cape, render the navig:tion near the coaft, very
cangerous,

Cipe Ilrida is the fouthernmoflt point of land, on
the eait of the gulf of Mexico.

Buave.

Thez bav of [uny between New-England and Novas
Scotia, is remarkable for its tides, winich rite to the
he'ahit ot fifty or fixty feet, and flow with fuch rapicity
w3 10 over:ake animals which feed upon the thore,

‘The CAfapeer is one of the larpett biys in the known
world, Lis entrance is in Virginia, and it ex:znds two
mundred and {eventy miies to the northward, divid-
ing Virginia and Marylanl.  Its width is gcnc'r.‘.ily
eightcen miles, and its navigation is ety and iafc.. llx_is
b:y roceives the waters of fome of the largeft riversin
America; the Sufgquehanmi—:ti¢ Petomak—the Rappa-
Laiunsk—TYork and Jumes rives.

Bziides thefe, there are grect numbers of fonaller bays,
tt.ar form harbors—tuch is Cafco Bav, at the neuth of
e Konnebelz. Chebukto Dav, i Nova-Sceria, is Jf
tiuguiibed by the lofs ofa Irereli fleer, Cofifped for that
20 ia 2 former war buoween France eud Liglind.

S-’P‘ﬁ;tf'



Straits.

The fraits of De/ifle divide theifland ef Newtoundland
from the Labrador coait.

‘The (traits ot Cun/s {eparate the ifland of Cape Breten
from Nova-Scotia.

‘I'he ftrait, called Hell Gate, between Long-Ifland
and the main, near New-York, is remarkable for whirl-
pools, occationed by the meeting of the tides from the
eaft and weft, which render xts pafluge untafe, except
at high or low water.

Tte Gulf Stream.

The Gulf ftream is a remarkable phenomenon. It is
a current in the ocean, which runs along the coaft from
the Gulf of Mexico to the banks of Newfoundland., 1t
is generally about fixty lcagucs from fhore, and its rapid-
ity, three miles an hour. It is fuppofed to be occafionel
by the trade winds that are confiantly orumg the water
to the weftward; which being comprefled in the Gult
of Mexico, finds a P..ﬁ-lbc b»t\u.,’l Fiorida and the
Bahama Iflands, and runs to the north eaft along the
American coaft. 'This h)pothchs 1s contirined by another
fact: It is {aid that the water in the Gulf of Mexico is

many yards higher, than on the weftern fide of che
continent, in the Pacific Oceau, |

Ll'o ’:';‘f-

No ceuntry furnithes fuch Liatcss as America  Lak-
Champlain which is alimoft the thi»":{t, is cie hundied
an | thirty miles long, and generiity twenty mules breal,

Lake Outario, Lx ie, Huron and Michigan are frem
tl.r:2 to five hundred miles in circumterence. Dut Lioke
Superior ex:eeds all the othorsy brino iftcem Lundred
miles in circuinference and containing wiany arge illands.
Thete lakes abound with fith.

Botwezn.
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Between the I:ies, Lrie and Ontario, is the great
catara(t, called, tie fails of Niagara, Here a vaft body
ot water delcenus aimceft perpendicularly one hundred
and firty foet; producug the moft terrible neife, and a
£ or miit that covers the country for niany nulcs.
Thets \‘.1{1 leices are connelted by fireams navigable
for bow'sy ona thro’ the middie of them runs the nore
thorn aait of e Urited States.

C i,"?‘.’l(/.” i/l I’.;I'é; "h:..’l-

"There tra remnrinb!s cfen s orwarer U in Anondta,

roda S el Toas a branch ob the Taes,
whoere v le cans o D s Pveey rine 2 i thie mountain

o tonth owot f the waiy tprng. dhe
vater Sa7e over aorecs tws hoede ad feer, wlhich s about
et fariizr than the faliarviooasa, Botween the
fhe=eo of water and thercck below, a auan may walk acrofs

C.‘.'";'f.fo

-

JTaddifue’s cave b= a curiofitv. It ic on the north fide
of the B’ ae Rilge ol exrar "sinto the earth three hune
dred feet, The valltor (ii‘(’x':"v s trom twenty to forty
fect high, of foill linefene, © rough which water is
continually percol ting. This tickiing dewn of the
water has tormed an incrufiation on the fides of the
cave; and the droppirg from the top Las formed folid
fpars, hanging like icicles; und on the botiom it has
formed figures like 2 fugar fout.

In another ridge, at the Panthier Gap, is the Bliaving
Cuvey from which iuzs a conflant ftream of air, fufli-
cient to proflrate weeds at the diftance of twenty yards.
‘Lhe airis firongeft in drv frolly weather,

‘There are in Virginia fome medicinal {prings, particu-
larly the Warm S/bim. , which iflues in a {treain fufficient
to turn a grift miil—its water, which is of a biood. heat,
is efficacious in the rheumatifm. The Hor Spring is

1115&11L.



( 37 )
{fmaller—its heat has b-ilel an epg, and the woter has -
relieved pmions when thic warm h)un" has 1aiicd,

Geocraruy ¢f tie Uniten STtaves,

HT. United States of Amrerica, are Thirteen; Now-
T HA‘xmihire, Matlachtiirs, Redediludy Cona
necticnt, {waich four are uftahiy c:ied New-Ingiond)
New-Yorik, Noew-Terfev, Penniyvivaniy, Delowars, Mary-
Lind, Vioroinie, Woith Ciroling, Scain Caroling, Grorgia.
V..xm\)m iy 2. indepen foat e,

The territory granted to thele fizres, extends from
Canalo and the Ll 5, to 170010y and from the Atlan
tic Ocean, to the river Miilliopi: It is abeout fourtecn
hundred mil-s in lenath, from vorth eaft to fouth welt;
and from caft to wotd, i broslih at the nerthern extre- .
mity, is abeat tweive huindred miles; but at the fcuthe
crn, nst moore than {even l wandr ed.

The noidhiern pare of this land upon the {ea, is called
the p;,:m.. e of Main; batit belo nes to the fiate of Maf=
ichuivis, Tt \tcx.\h foom the river Picataqua, to No-
va-Scoiiy, and from tle ocean to Connecticut rivoe. It
cont.ins three countics, and the lirge rivers Penobfcot
and Kennedeko Its principal fectlements, are Oid-York,
Scarborrough, and TFalmioudh: The i, which was the
large(t testicment, was burnt by the Dritith troons, dur-
ing the liiz wary butis robui'r, and now calicd Portios

The iz thore is barren lan-ly bue at a diiltance fro:u.
the tca, and on the rivers, the land iy telerably fertile,
The principal article of cxperiation is lumber.

NEW -1 AP SHIRKEK

Is a rral of land, ov"’imllv c:rved out of Mafluchue .
fetts. It lies on the fouth fide of the Pt tagua, bee
tween the fea and Connccticur river.  Its form s noarly
that ¢t a fusar ivaf, or pyramid;, the bafe of which, .

2 ﬂfﬁlﬁhﬂﬁ.:
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ftretches nearly two huadreld miles on ConnelUcut rivery
but its brewdih is conira@ed to fixtecn miles only on
the {ea.

tts principal towvn, Portfmouth, lizs near the mouth
of the Pifcataqua; where the river forms a gnol harbor,
mwvigabis tor large fhips. The town contains nearly
five huadred ho'lie=, and about four thoafand five hun-
dred inhubitints.  The principal articles of e¢xportation,
are lu abery anl vellle, which arz bailt at Exeter, a ve-

ry piesdant [eetlament, fiftzen miles from the mouth of
the river, ]

At tlinover, in the weftern part of the ftate, thereis
acalegey fowided by the hate Dr. Wheslock, which con. !
u.ts ot about en: havdred fiuldents, It is called Durte
mouta coilzge, in honor cf ford Dir.mnnt‘n, one of its
principal benefaltors. "Fae :Rltution s in a very Hourith.
ing flate.

MASISSACHUSETTS

Excealds from thie ooein on the eall, to th2 bounds of
New-Yook, 01 the v jr: baing ahout one hundred and
fifty miles in length, Te bas Riodetlind and Conncchi-
caz o theasudh, and N *W-H.mlp(u:rc end Vermont on
the norting beina abour Gxty miles tn breadth.

b & y

Jrs capital Boitan, contains two theufand two hLune
dicd houles, and sbout Cghteen thoufind inbabitants It
fiznls ena P rinfuly which is joincd to the ma'n land
by a ncck, ahout 2 andlc in lenzthy leading to Roxbury,

he onpofite o= north par: of the thwn, a bridge, coe
vering Charles rivery fcals from Bofton to Charl:ftown.
'I\!O_ b.:'!,.a SV il e l n\.\.\\rr(y l 1

s Dy W Cll v a't D. a con A ntiemen,
in the years 1525 and 1595, is merz than cne thoufand
three hundies teet o lengih, anl the noolctt rudture
12 Ancrica. '

Tae babor of Dolon s capacicus and [ufe. The pria.
eip:t wharh, which extewls absut two hundreld vards ine
to the toy, 2ad is covercd o ouz dile, with farge and



( 39 )
convenient flores, far furpafles any tlirg of the kind
in the United States.

About two miles from town, is the caftle, which com-
mands the entrance of the harbor. Here are mounted
about forty heavy pieces of artillery, befides a large num.
ber of a fmaller fize. The fort is garrifoncd by a come.
pany of {uldiers, who alfo guard the convifts, that are
fentenced to labor. 'Thefe are all employed in making
nails—a manufallory that is ufeful to the ftate,

On the weft fide of the town is the Mall, a very beau-
tiful pubiic walk, adorned with rows of trees, and in
view of the common, which is always epen to refrefhing
breczes from the fea.

Fifteen miles eaftward ot Bofton, lies Salem, which
contains {cven hundred and thirty houfes, and almoft
feven thoufand inhabitants. Forty five miles from Bofe
ton lies Newbury-Port, near the mouth of Merrimak
river ; the harbor of which is fafe, but of difficult en.
trance. T'his town contains ncarly five hundred houfes,
and about five thoufand inhabitante. Thefe towns, with
Cape Anne, and Marblehead, and Beverly, carry on the
fithery, which furnifhcs the principal article of export in
Miffuchufetts. ‘The diitance from Bofton to Portfmouth,
is ix'y five miles.

‘“'he univerlity of Cambridge, is the firft literary infli-
tution on this continent. Its buildings are large and ele-
gant—its library and philofophical anparatus, are the
moft complere of any in America. It i liberally endowa
ely and furnithed with able profcifors in the principal
branches of fcience.  Its fluden:s are zbout one hundred
anl eighty.

RHODUZE-1SL AND St

Inclules the iflond of that name, and Pro-idence plara
tations. It has Maffichufetts on the north ;3 Connelticut
on the weft ; and ths ocean upen the eait and fouth.

‘The city ot Newport, upon the ifland, contains nzar.
ly eight huadred Loults, and but five tlhoufand inhabi.

‘ taats
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tants ; although before the war it containel nine thou.
fand. 1ts harbor is one of the largeit and {uet in the
worid, and of eafyv entrance.

Providence, fituated at the head of naviziton, on a
larg: river or arm of the fea, thirty milcs from Now.
port, is at prefent in a flourithing cordition. It cen.
tains almoft ix hundred houfes. L'ne butinets of tiis
ftare confitts principally in the whale Li:hing, wnd i the
Weit India trade.

The college at Providence is a magnificent buildirg,
and ftands upon the heights, cait of tlic town, where 1t
commands an extenfive and beautiful profpelt. It is an
infant inftitution, and wants funds to fupport fuitable

profcilors.

CONNECTICUT

. Is bounded by Rhode-Ifland on the caft, by Long.
Ifland Sound on the fouth, by Maflachulfetts on the nuath,
and New York on the weft. Its extent is about one
hundred miles from eaft to weft, and fixty from north
to fouth.

Its two capital towns, Hartford and New-Haven are
the feats of government. Part of thefe towns have been
lately incorporated. ‘The city of Hartford contains about
three hundred houfes; it is fituated at the head of navi-
gation, on Connelticut river, about forty miles trom the
found. The city of New-Haven contains four hundred
houfes ; it lies on the fea thore, about forty miles weft
from Connecticut river. It is one ot the moft regular
anl beautiful fettlements in America: In the center of
the city, therz is a {pacious green, three hundred yards
fquare, adorned with a row of trees on every fide,

On the weft fide of this fquare, and in an elevated fi-
teation ftands Yale College, an inftitution founded in the
year i70¢, and which has produced a great number of
diltinguifhiel literary charaéters. Its ufual number of
fudents is about one hundred and feventy.

‘Lhe principa: articles of export, are horfes, cattle,

provifion
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provifion, and lumber, which arefold in the Weft India

iflands.

The inhabitants of New-England are moftly the de-
{cendants of the firlt Englifh fettlers. "There are no
French, Dutch, or Germans, and very few Scotch and
Irith in New-England. The increafe, almoft folely by na-
tural population, including Vermont, is almoft a million
of whites.

NEIW.-.-Y O0R K Slate

Extends from the ocean to Lak: Champlain and Canae
da, and comprehends about twenty wiiles en the eaft,
and forty on the weft of the river Hudton. It has Con-
necticnt, Mafiachufctts, and Vermont oa the eaft, and
New Jerfev and Pernfvivania on the weft

‘The city of New-York is fituared upon a peninfula,
or rather upon an iflaud ; for the water flows around it,
and it is connecled with the centineut by a {mall bridge
only, called Kings.Bridge, fifteen mi'es fram the city. o
The city contuins nearly three tiio{and five hundred-
houfes. It is an excellent fituation for trade—having 2
fafe {pacicus harbor, which is feldom or never ebitrudted
by ice.

Hudfon’s river is navig:ble for fhips of almoft any fize,
to the city of Hudfon, wiich is about ore hundred and
thirty milcs from New York—and fmall veflels go to
Albany, thirty miles hipgher, Mecit of the trade on this ,
river centers in New-York. ‘The principal articles of
exportation are wheat or flour, ¢#nd lumber. New York
imports moft of the European goods confumed in Cor-
necticut, and this and the other New-Ingland ,
fupply the New-York m:rket with Weft India pro.. .

This ftate was fettled firft by the Dutch; and a very
confiderable part of the inhabitants are their defcendants. +}!
The principal Dutch fettlements are at New-York, Al.
bany, Efopus, Claverak, and Scneé?ady. Albany is the
onl‘y city which exhibits the Gothic tafie in building :
It 1s almoft the oldeft town in America, and there are
houfes fiill famding, the bricks of which were brought

from
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from Holland. It contains almoft ix hundred houfe,

Long-Ifland alfo belongs to this ftate; although part
of it formerly belonged te Conne&ticut, and was fettled
by the Englith. It extends from New-York eaftward
one hundred and twenty miles, and is generally twenty
miles wide.

The college in New.York, called Columbia College,
is well endowed and furnithed with profeflors; but it
®udents are not numerous.

NEW.YERSEY

Has the river Hudfoa and the ecean on the eaft, and
the Delaware on the weft. It extends from Cape May
at the entrance of the Delaware on the fouth, to the li.
mits of New-York ftate, wett of the Hudfon, about
twenty miles from the mouth of that river.

There ate no large towns in this {tate. Trenton, the

prefent feat of government, contains nearly two hundred
houfe< and is pleafan'ly fituated, near the Declaware,
and thirty miles from Ph:ladelphia.
 Princeten, a delightful fituation, forty-two miles from
Philadelphia, is the {eat of a college, called Naufau Hall;
an inftitution, which has produced a great number of
eminent fcholars. Its ftudents amount to about one
hundred.

The inhabitants are moftly defcendants of the Englith
and Dutch.

PENNSYLV ANI1A

Extends from the Declaware on the eaft, five degrees
of longitude, or about three hundred and fifr7 miles weft;
and from Maryland on the fouth, to Nzw-York on the
north, about one hundred and fifty miles. }

The inhabitanis confi t of Englith, Germans, Irith, and
Scotch. The Friends, who were the firit fettlers, form,
a numerous and refpetable body of its inhabitants. w

The city of Philadelphia, is fituate on the weft bank of

th/l
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the Delaware, and extends, according to the plan, from
Delaware to Skuylkill. The improved parr of the city
reaches only about half a mile from the Delaware, but a.
long that river the buildings extend two miles, including
Kcnﬁnnton and Southwark, which zre the fuburbs of
the city.

It is the larg=ft and moft regular city in America. Its
firects all crofs each other at right angles, and form the
whole city nto fquares.

Near tl\c center is Market flreet, which is wider than
the omcrs, and contains the largeft and bett lupphed

ket in America, cr perhaps fn the world.

The Statehouic 15 a maanificent firufture, 2nd the
gardcn beiony'ng ity has bccn lately 'mprovcd and laid
out in agre. al) ¢ waiks, for the recreation of the citizens,

The ho pial, the poer bouf:, and prifon, the two
farmer cf brick, and the lsiter of {tone, are noble build-
ings, and excecd any of the kind in this country. The
new German reforiie 1 church, is the moft magnificent
firuture ot the kind in Aqicrica, and was built at the
expence of ten thoafand pouads.

‘This city contains almott five thonfand houles, and
fitty thoufand inhabitants, It is at the head of naviga.
tion, about onz hundred and fLifty miles from the mouth
of the Dziaware,

Lancafler, fituated twelve miles from Sulquehanna,
and fixry fix miles wett of Philadeipiia, IS the largc&
iniand town i America.

B-1il:s the l)clmare, this flate boafls of the Skuy!-
kil and the Su-quehanna, a larpe and noble river which
riles in the north weitern parts of NewY ork,runs through
Pennlyivania, forms a large tra@ of fertile meadow, and
empties I lclt into Chclapeck Bay within the borders of
Marylan.),

The Usiverfity of Pennfylvania is literaily endowed,
. furnidied with able protctTors in the different branches of
{cience. During the winter, ftudents of phyfic refort

‘hither from different parts of the country, to attend the
mf(l“‘al ¥ Jdl‘-;.

A Col-
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A College has lately been founded at Carlifle, weft of
Sufquchanna, and one hundred and iwenty miles from |
Philadelphia, It is called Dickenfon Coilege, in honor
of the late Prefident Dickenfon and bids fair to be a very
ufeful inftitution under its learned preifident Dr. Nefbit,
Its ftudents are ncarly one hundred.

A German College has been lately founded at Lancafter;

which is cailed Franklin, in honor ot the great ftatefiman |
and philofopher Dr. Franklin, onc of its principal benefag.:
tors. _
‘The Proteftant Epifcopzl Academy, lately fainded in
Philadelphia, is incorporated and endowed. It confifts
of about one hundred and {ifty fcholars and bids fair te
be a valuable inititution.

Flour is the ftaple article of produce in Pennfyivania,
This with many other valuable articles, and the trade of
s neighboring ftates, enables Pennfylvania to carry on
a very extenfive commerce with foreign nations,

DELAIW AR FE State H

Comprehends three counties only, which extend from
Pennfylvania to the entrance of the river Delaware, on
the weft bank of that river. I'he feat of government at
prefent is Dover, a fmall inland town, on the pecnin-
fula, between the Delaware and Chefapeek. The largeft
town in the ftate, is Wilmington, a beautiful fettlement,
thirty miles below Philadelphia. It contains four hun-‘
dred houfes, well built, and in a very pleafant fituation.

Its principal exports are {l.ur and corn,

MARYL AND

Is bounded by Pennfylvania on the north, by the
ocean on the eaft, and by Virginia on the fouth and
welt. It is divided into two parts, called the eaftern
and weftern fhores, by the great bay of Chefapeck.

The largeit townf'ul.thc m is Baltimores which con-
tains almoft two eufes. It lies upon an arm
of the Chzfipeek, a'affnall ditance frem the mouth of

Peiaploo |
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Petapfcoriver. It has one of the beft harbors in America,
From the head of Elk, which is at the head of the bay,
to Baltimore, is about fixty miles.

The feat of government is Annapolis, thirty miles
below Baltimore; a fmall city of about two hundred
and fixty houfes, but pleafantly fituated on the bay,
The houfes are generally large and elegant—an indica-
tion of great wealth. ‘The ftadt-houle is thz noblelt
firuture of the kind in America.

‘The principal rivers are, the Sufquehanna which
pafles through the north part of the ttate, and the Poto-
mak, which feparates it fromn Virginia; which is one of
the finelt rivers on this continent. |

Therz is 2 college founded upon the caftern fhore,
ealled Wafbington college, in honor of thart illuftrious
charalter. A college is alfo to be erected on the weftern
fhore.

The ftaple commodity of this ftate is tobacco, of
which great quantities are exported to Europe. The
northern parts of the flare alfo furnith great quantities
of flour ot an excellent quality. Corn is another confide-
rable article of produce.

VIRGINIA

This ftate is bounded by the Atlantic on the eaft; by
Maryland, Pennfylvania, and the Ohio on the north;
by the Miflidippi and Ohio on the weit, and by North
Carolina on the fouth. Its extent eaft and weft, from
the Atlantic to the Midiffippi is 758 miles—its breath is
about 200 miles. It containe 121,525 fquare miles,
which are one third more than are contained in Great
Britain and Ireland.

‘The eaftern part of this fate is penetrated by the Che.
fapeck, which leaves three counties on the eaftern fhore,
between the Atiantic and the bay.

. Virginia boafts of fome of the largeft and nobleft rivers
10 America. On the north, the Potomak which divides
the fate from M:ryland, riles in the Allegany mountains,

E bends
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bends its courle fouth eaft and falls into the Chefapeek,
It is more than feven miles wide at its mouth. It has
eighteen fcet water to Alexandria, about one hundred
and fitiy mi.es from its mouth; and tep feet to George-
town, eight miles higher.  About five miles above are
the ftalls, wiaich obftrut the navigation, for fifteen
niles.

The Rapp:hannck isa fmaller river, bur affords twelve
fect water to Fredervicksbuvp, juft below the falls,

York river furnithes, at Yorx town, 2 few miles from
its mouth, the beit harbor in the ftate for vellcls of alarge
fize. It holds four fathom water, twenty tive miles a-
bove York town. It is formed by the confluence of two
rivers Pamunecy and Alattagsny, both of which are
navwable for boats at fone d:ﬂ.mce from their junétien,

Fames river admits veflels of two hundred and fifty
tons burthen to Warwick, and of one hundred and twenty
five tons to Richimoal about ninety miles from its mouth,
It receives the Appamattsks, which affords navigation
for fmall veflels 1o Pererfburg. Juit above Richmond
are the falls where the water defcends eighty feet,
within fix miles; above which, the river is navigable for
canocs, almoft to the Blus Ridge.

N z""nml and Chikahorniny atford water for finall vef-
fcls, leveral miles into the country.

Elifabeth river attords an excellent harbor and large
enough for three Lundred fhips. At Norfolk it has
eighte:n feet water at common tlood tide.

‘The Rcancke runs through a part of Virginia, and is
navigable for boat:.

On the welt of the Alleozuy mountains, are the great
and little Kanhawav, which rife in the mountains, and run
north weft into the Ohio.—

The AMMononpahbela is one principal brarch of the Ohia.
The fource of this river is feparare.d from the Poiomak
by the Allegany Ridge. ‘The dittance is about foriy
miles,

‘The river Allegany is the other principal branch of the
C aio.
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Ohio. The head of this river is but fifteen miles diftant
from Prefque Ijc on Lake Erie.

‘The rivers Cumbcrland, Cherckee, and Kentucky, water
the weltern part of Virginia and furnifh navigation for
batteaux into the heart of the country. ‘They fall into
the Ohio.

The towns in Virginia are not large; the people moft-
I refiding on their plantations, —

Alexan !rh, fituated near the hiead of navigation on the
Potoimik; contains about three hundred hou!cs, and is a
pmce of great t trade.

Fru.cncu{burg, on the Rappahannok, contains about
two hundred houfes, and is a place of bufinefs. 13

Richmond, at the head of navigation on James ruﬂr
and the feat of government, contains about three hun’-'
dred houfes.

Peterfburg, twenty feven miles blo. Richmond, con-
tains about the fame number of houfeq and is a place of
great trade. ‘I'wenty four thoufand hopsheads of tobacco
have been fhipped in a year from this fingle port.

Norfolk was a well built town, but was laid in alhes
by the DBritith troops, during the late war. It is partly
rebu'lt, and is the center of bufinefs in the {tate.

W'uhamfbnrg was formerly a flourithing and beautifut
town. It contained about two hundred and fifty houfes,
and was the feat of government.

'The principal firect is one mile in length oa a plain,
with the college at one end and the capitol or {tate houfe,
at the other, exhibiting a pleafant profpect.  But fince
the fcat of government has been fixed at Richmond, the
city has decayed. Wiliamfburg is the feat of a nniver
fity, bur the inttitution is not in a flourithing tare.

The large and nunerous rivers wi vhich wacer Virginia
are very favorable tor commercz. ‘e principal article
of ex ortation is tobacco, «f Mm!x ahout 60,209 hogfe
heads u-: éxpoired arraally,. Wheat is alfo raifed in
abunlanc-, clpccvl v in the mountainous parts ot the
ftate. Corn is th* priucipal ariicte of food for the ne-

f’Oa, Yot a tasp as s raued toc €xXporiatione .-
Nine.
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Mine miles below Alexandria, upen the bank of the
Potomak, is Mount Vernon, the feat of the illuftrious
‘Wathington. His houfe is ancient, but magnificent
It ftands upon a bend of the river, about fifty yards
trom the water, and commands an exten{ive and moft a.
greeable profpeét. On the other fide, in front of the
Jioufe, is a {pacious bowling green, with ferpentine roads
en cach fide, adorned with rows of trees. On the right
and left of thefe are his gardens, abounding with every
thi.g convenient and ornamental.

NORTH-.CAROLINA

- Ys bounded by Virginia on the north, by the ocean on
the eaft, by South-Carolina on the fouth, and by the
Mifhiflippi on the wel.

The land for one hundred and thirty miles from the
fea, is flat, fandy_and barren, except near the rivers;
but the high landdeare fertile,

The navigation of this flate is diflicult and dangerous,
by reafon of the bars at tie entrance of their rivers, and
the flatnefs of the country,

The principal towns are Newbern, Haiifax, Ldenton,
Wilmington, Fayettevil e and Hilifborcugh. The principal
rivers are, tlie Roancke, which rifes in the mountains of

Virginia, and, running {Ouh.eift through a part of

North Carolina, difcharccs irteif into Albemarle found.
The Ncus, which is navigabie to Newbern; and Cape
Fear river, navigabie for vciltls of burden to Wilininge.
ton. .-

The principal exports of this flate are pitch, turpen.
tine and lumber. Tle weftern parts of the ftate pro-
duce tobacco, corn, 2nd wheat, which find a market in
Virginia and South-Carolina.

SOUTH-CAROLINA

Has North-Carolina on the north, the ocean on the

eaft, Georgia on the fouth, and the Miffiffippi on the w;ft.
' The

¢
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The city of Charlefton, the capital, cantains aboug
one thoufand fix hundred houles. It is fituated between
the two rivers, Afhly and Cooprr, the ccanfluence of
which forms the harbor. [t is regular and well built.

The land, more than one hundred miles from the fea,
is level ; but it is genersllv good, and makes excellent
rice and indigo. ‘I'he high lands in the back country
produce corn and wheat,

‘T'he principal article of exportation is rice 3 of which
fixtv-fix thoufund barrels were thipped in 1786, Indigo,
decr fkins, and lumber, are allo very confiderable articles
of rrade.

A colleae has b=en larely eftablifhed at Winnfboreugh,
130 miles from Charleton; and a company of gen.
tlemen have been incorporated, by the name of the
« Mbount Sion Society,” for the purpofe of promoting
literature. Miny gentlemen, however, both in Caroli-
na and the other fouthern ftates, fend their fons te
Princeton college, or other northern univerfities ; and

fome to Europe.

G EORGI A

Is the moft fouthern of the United States. It is bound.
ed by the river Savanna, which diviles it from South-
Carolina on the north; by the ocean on the ealt; by
the river St. Mary?’s, which divides it from the Floridas
on the fouth ; and by the M.flidippi on the weft. Its ex-
tent on the fea thore is about one hundred and thirty
miles, and trom the occan to the Mifliffinpt abour feven
hundied miles. Irs rivers are the Savanua, Ogecheey
Altamaha, the two Sariilss, Turtie river, and St Mary’s.

Savannah, its principal town, is fituated on the river
of that name, feventeen miles from the tea, and containgy,:
about two hundred houtes. |

Augufta, firuted at the head of the navigation on the
fame ‘iver, one hundred and thirty four miles from the
fea, is nearly the fize of Savanna. It is the feat of go--

vernment. |
E a1 Th‘ te
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’ﬂ;e principal exports of the ftate are lumber, rices
mdxgo, and tobacco. Georgia is alfy an excellent graz.
ing country, and furnifhes great quintitie of beet.  The
land is fertile, and the chmate, in the highlands very
healthy.

Georgia is yet an infant fettlement ; but bids fair to be:
a populous and flourithing ﬂatc, under the influence of
fts wife and liberal policy. The plan of a univerfity lately
adopted there is novel; but {eems caiculated to produce
the moft h.u‘ary efects. Tise literary geatlemen
threcughout the fiate are combined, and incorporated
for the purpofe of fuperintending the literature of the
fratel®,Tiey are to be governed by certain laws of their
own mang-and have the power of m:king fuch regu-
Jatione as they think recefliry refpecting cn‘lc’cs, aca.
demies, and fchools. An annual meeting of the whole
fociety is to be held; in which laws [hall be male, and
4d¢wr.,es conf:red upon fuch {lulentsin any cf the acade-
-~ #ies, as (hall be deem -4 qunibted. A dxp!oma entities
any citizen of the ftate to be a member of the univerfity,

The defigns of ithe infiit utlon, is to render the v ftem
of cducation uniform thro-ghout the ftate ; and 1o efedt
this pt..po.c, the univertity determine that only ons kind
of books, in any fcience, {hall be ufcd in all the acade.
mies, and fchools in the ftare.

The funds of this inflitution are forty thoufand acres
ef land ; a thoulund pounds in each county; with all the
monies and lands granted for the fupport of fchools be
fore the revolution.

Such a plan of education, which exclules the princi.
ples of difcntion, and combines the leading men cf the
fuate in the fane fucicte, confitutes the Grmelt bafs of
political and rcligious harmony.

VER MONT,

The tralt of conntry calied 77rmsnt, has Conn2liicut
tiver on the eat, Maflichufetts on the fouth, New.York
and Lak: Champlain oa the weft, and Canada on the

north.
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north. It is about one hundred and fifty miles in Tengils
from north to fouth ; and fifty in breadth from eaft to
weft. The right to it was before the war, claimed both
by New-Hampihire and New-York. When hoftilities.
commenced between Great Britain and America, the
inhabitants, confidering themfilves as in a flate of na-
ture, without government, and not within any legal ju-
ritdi&tion, affociated, and formed a conftitution of civil
government. Under this conilitution they exercifed all:
the powers of an indzpenlent fovereign ftate.  Some at.
tempts were made by New-York to prevent the eftablifh-
ment of their independence; and'the claims of the cone
tending partigs wwere once fubmitted to Congrefs. But
either through negle@, jeaioufy, or defign, in one or both.
partics, the qucftion was never broughit to a federal dee
cifion; but New York has lately paficd an a&, renounc..
ing all claims to Verniont, and empowericg their dele..
gates in Congrefs to concur in declaring it an independent:
ftate, and annex’ng it to the confederation.

Vermont is rapidly fettling by emigrations from the
New England flates, as well as by natural population.
Iis prefent inhabitants may be 6fty thoufand. Its {oil is
generally fertile 5 producing wheat, corn, and grafs in
abundance. It is covered with exce'lent timber. Irs ine
habitar.ts are, as is common in new fcttlements, hardy
and indufirious ; and during the late war, when the ftate
was a frontier, they diftinguithed themfelves by their
bravery ; particularly in the battle at Bennington. Its
north weltern boundary is Lake Champlain, which come
municates with the St, Lawrence. By this conveyance on
the north, by Hudfon’s river, which is but twenty miles
from the line, on the fouth weit, ard by Connedlicut
river on the eaft, this late is fupplied with foreign com-
moditice, and finds a market for its own produce,

This fiate is divided by a large mountain, running
fromi north o fuuth, through the wlole ftate, called the .
Grecn Msontein, which gives the {tate its name *,

Bennington
® ¥¢r mons, 2 Green Mountain,
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Bénnington, a well built town on the weftern border of -

‘the ftate, ftands in an elevated fituation, and is the pre.
fent feat of government.

- Vermont conduéted its m.ilitary operations, during the
war, independent of the United States—raifed and paid
its own troops—emitted and redeemed bills of credit, and
paid its own debts.

ExcLisH PROVINCES.

Canada, on the north of the United S-ates, is a large
oountry, originally fetdled by tne French, but corquered
by the Englith, who have held pofl flion of it ever fince,
The Englifh governor reiides at Qu:bec, a large well.
fertified town on the St. Lawrence. 'Lhe principal articles
of trade are furs and ikins.

Nova Scatia belongs alfo to the Englith. It is generally
a barren country, but commands the entrance into Cana-
da, and affords many advantages in carrying on the fith-
ery. The me:ropolis is Halitax.

SpaNisH PrRovVINCES, ’

The ¢v-c Floridas are Spanith provinces, on the fouth
of the Uriired States. 'They exrend from the Atlantic to
the M-Jiflipl. Sr. Aaguftine the capital of Eaft Fiorida,
lies unon the Atl.ntic; and Penfacola, the capital of
Weit Foria, is fitua.cd upun a [aull bay in the gulf of
Mcxico

One of the Floridas was conquered and taken from.
the Englith by Spuin during the late war 5 and the other
was given up by treaty, at the peace in 17383,

ASKETCN



(53 )

A SxxTcH of the HisTorY ¢f the late Wan
in AMERIC A,

%
HE attempts of the Britifh parliament to raife a
¢venue in America, without her coanfent, occa-
fioned the late war, which feparated this country from
Great Brirain.,

The firit attempt of confequence was the famous
Stamp-Aft, March, 1565. By this, the Americans were
oblized to make ule of flamped paper, for all notes,
bon.s, and other legal inftrumsents; on which paper, a
duty was to be pail.

This at occationed fuch general uneafinefs in Ameri-
€, that the= parliament thought proper to repeal it, the
But the next year (1565), the Tea- A& was framed, b

) /97

year after it was made,
which a heavy duty was laid upon tea, giafs, paper, and
many other articies, which were imuch ufed in America.
This threw the coionies into confufion, and excited fuch
refentment ameng the people, that the pariiament threg -
years after, took off threz feurths of the duty. i
he duty was i1l difagreeable te the Americans,
~who entered isto refolutions not to import and conlume
Britith manufatures. .

A few verrs after, (in 1773), the pecnie of Bofon,
wio w:re determined not to pay dutirs on tca, went on
board fome thips, belonging to tie Eufi-Indis company,
which lay in the harbor, and threw all the tea averboard. -
In other parts of Amnerica, violcnt oppofition was made
to Britith tagation. :

This oppofition enkindled the refentment of the Bri-
tith parliument, which they exprefled the mext year (1794)
by fthutting the port of Bofion, which ruined the trade
of thai flourithing town. This aét was tollowed by o-
thers, by which the conftitution of Maflachufetta was
Rew-modJclied, and the liberties of the people infrirxx)‘iccfi_. ’

H
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Thefe rath and cruel meafures, gave great and uriver-
fal alarin to the Americans. General Gage was (ent to
Bofton, to enforce the new laws; but he was received
with coldn 15, and oppofed with {pirit, in the execution
of his covmiflion.

The .20, s throughout America, reme nfirated and
petitione !,  t the fame time, many contributions of
mancv and o Dons from every quarter, were funt to
the inaub.tan - .t B.ton, who were {uffering in confe.
quence o' the -t bui.

‘The famey. v, troops arrived in Bofton, to enforce
the wicked ar o usjuit ads of the Britith parliyment,
Tortificat'o:s - :re ereted on b.(ton neck, by order of

< gencral G.age; and the ammunition and ftores in Cam.
bridge ard Charicitown, were feized and fecured.

In Septemb-r, leputies from mott of the colonies, met
in Congrels at Philadelphia.  ‘Thefe delegates approved
of the condu f the people in Maffachufetts ; wrote a
Ietter to general Gage; rublithed a Jeclaration of rights;
formed aun affociation not to import, or ufe Britith goods;
fent a petition to the king of Great Britain ; an addrefs
to the inhabitants of that kingdom ; another to the in-

34&ditants of Canada ; and another, to the inhubitants of
s the colonies. .

In the beginning of the next year, (1775), was paffed
the Fibery Bill, by which tie northern colonies were
forbid to tith oo the banks of Nawioaatland, for a cer.
tain time. T'his bore hard upon the commerce of thefe
colonics, wairch was in a preat meajure, fupported by
the fitherv., Socn r, anather b1l was pailed, which
reiiriined the rra! o ae ninddle-and fouthern colonies,
to Groat Brirain, [eiand, und the Weft Indies, except
under certain conditions. ‘Thefe repeated aéls of opprel-
fion on the part of Greatr Britain, alienated the affece
tions o1 America from her parent and fovereign, and
produced a combined oppofition to the whole fyii-m of
taxat on. e

Preparations began to be made, to oppofc by fores,
the exccution of thefe acts of parliament. ‘The eiljie
. of

»
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of the country were trained to the ufe of arms——gtéat
encouragement was given for the mamrfft&ure o.f gun-
powder, and meafures were taken to obtain all kinds of
military ftores. .

In February, colonel Leflie was fent with a detatch.
ment of troops from Boiton, t#e pcflcfliion of fome
cannon at Sulem. DBut the people had intelligence of
the defign—took up the draw.bridge in fhat town, and
prevented the troops from pafling, untill the cannon
were fccured ; fo that the expeditior faited.

In April, colonel Smith, and major Pitcairn were fent
with a body of troops, to deftrov the military ftores
w hich hal been coili&ted at Concord, about twenty mil:s
from Boton. At Lexirgton, the militia were coile€ted
on a green, to oppufe the incurfion of the Britifh forcea
Thefe were fired upon by the Beitith troops, and eight
men killed on the fpor.

The miluia were ditperfed, and the troops proceeded
to Concord ; where tiev deftroyed a few ftores. But on
their return, they were inceflantiy harraffed by the A-
mericans, who inflamed with juft refeniment, tired upon
them from houles and fences, and puifucd them to Bof-.
ton. i

Here was {pilt the firfl b/:cd in the late warj; a war,
which fevered America from tiae Dritith empire.  Lex;.
trigtsn opencd the firlt {cene of the great drama, whick, i1d
its progrefs, exhibited rh . mott iiiutt:ious charaltere ant
evenis, and clofed with a revolriion, cqually glorious
for the actors, and important ‘.t its confcquences to the
human race.

‘This battle roufed all America. The militia collefted
from all quarters, an:i Bolton, wasin a few days, befieg-
ed by twenty *houiend men. A flop was put to ail in.
tercourfe between the town and country, and the inha-

~ bitants were reduced to great want of provifions. Gene-

ral Gage promiied to let the people depart, if they would
deliver up their arms. I'ne people complied, but when
the geveral had obtained their arms, the perfidious
wretch, refufed to let the people go.

In
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In the mean time, a {mall number of men, under thy
ecommand of colonel Allen, and colonel Eafton, without
any public orders, furprized and took the Britith garris
rifon at Ticonderoga, without the lofs of a man,

In June followinggpur troops atterpted to fortify
Bunker’s hill, w‘nic‘ near Charleltown, and but a‘
mile and an half from Bofton. 'Fhey had, during the
night, thrown vp a finall breaft-work, which fheltcred
them from the tire of the Britith cannon. But the next
meroing, the Britith army was fent to drive them from
the hill, and landing under cover of their cannon, they
fet fire to Churletown, which was confumed, anJ march.

-ed to attack our troops in the entrenchments. A [evere

engagement enfued, in which the Britith fufered a very

great lofs, both of officers and privates. I'hey were re-

pulfed at firft, and threwn into diforder; but they fie
nally carried the fortification, with the point of the
bayonet. The Americans futiered a finall lofs, compar.
ed with the Britifh ; but the death of the brave general
Warren, who fell in the aftion, a martyr to the caufeof
his country, was feverely felt, and univerf:lly lamerted.

to_bout this £=e, the Continental Congrefs appointed

|§‘ .

e

th

fe

rge Wafhington efq. a native cf Virginia, to the
hief- command of the American army. ‘T'his gentle.
man had been a diftinsuifhed and fuccefsful oflicer in the
preceding war, and he feemed defiined by heaven to be
the favior of his country. He accepted the appointment
with a diffilence which was a proof of his prudence and
his greatnels, He refufed any pay for cight years labo.
rious and arduous fervice; and by his matchlefs fkill, fore
titude and perfeverence, condudted America through ine
defcribeable difficulties, to independence and peace.
Whii: true merit is efteemed, or virtue honored, man.
kind will never ceafe to revere t* - memory of this Hero;
and while gratitude remains .. the human breaft, the.
praifes of WasHINGTON fhall dwell on every American.
tongue. .
Gen. Wafhington, with other officers appointed by
Congrels, arrived at Cambridge, and took comroand t:‘
¢
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the American army in July. From this time, the affairs
of America began to afflume the appearance of a regular
and general oppofition to the forces of Great Britain,

Ja Autumn, a body of troops, under the command of
Gen. Montgomery, befieged _took the garrifon at
" 8t. Jobn’s, which commands t trance into Canada.
The prifoners amounted to about feven hundred. Gen,
Montgomery purfued his fuccels, and took Montreal; and
defigned to puth his vitories to Quebec.

A body of troops, commanded by Arnold, was order
to march to Canada, by the river Kenrebek, and thro
the wildernefs. After fuffering every hardthip, and |
moft diltrefling hunger, they arrived in Canada, an
were joined by Gen. Montgomery, before Quebec. This
city which was commanded by Gem Carleton, was im.
mediately befieged. But there being Hit¥hope of taking
the town by a fiege, it was determined to ft it.

The attack was made on the laft day of Decetber, but
proved unfuccefs‘ul, and fatal to the brave General, who
. with his aid, was killed, in attempting to {cale the walls,

Of the three divifions which attacked the town, one
only entered, and that was obliged to furrendef to fuperior
force. After this defeat, Arnold, who now comn anded
the troops, continued fome months Wefore Quebec,
although his troops fuffered incredibly by cold and fick-
nefs. But the rext fpring, the Americons were obliged
to retreat from Canada.

About this time, the large and flourifhing town of
Norfolk in Virginia, was wantonly burnt by order of
lord Dunmore, the royal governor.

Gen. Gige went to LEngland in September, and was
fucceeded in the command, by Gen. Howe.

Falmouth, a confiderable town in the proviace of Main. .
in Maffachufetts, fhared the fate of Norfolk; being lad -
in afhes by order of the Britith admira!.

1he Britith King entered into tresties with fome of
the German Princes for about feventeen thoufand men,
who wcre to be fent to America the next vear, to aflift
I {ubduing the colonies. The Britith parliament alfo
' ¥ pafled
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pafled an a&, forbidding all intercourfe with America
and while they repealed the Bofton-port and fithery bills,
they declared all American property on the high feas, for.
feited to the captors. This act induced Congrefs to
change the mode ofgarrying on the war; and meafures
were taken to ann®§*the enemy in Boiton. For this
purpofe, batteries were opened on feveral hills, from
whence fhot and bombs were thrown into the tewn. But
the batteries which were opened on Dorchefer. point
"Jpad the belt effett and foon obli;zd general Howe tg
Wandon the town. In March 1796, the Britith troops
‘Wibarked for Halifax, and general Wathington entered
the town in triumph.

In the enfuing fummer, a{mall {quadron of fhips com.
manded by Sir Peter Parker, and a body of troops under
the generals Qlinton and Cornwallis, attempted to rake
Charleftomg the capital of South Carolina. The fhips
made a ¢iolent atrack upon the fort on Sullivan’s lfland,
but were repulied with great lofs, and the expedition
was abandoned. .

In July, Congrefs publifhed their declaration of inde-
pendence, which for ever feparated America from Great

Britain. 3is great event took placs two hundred and
eighty fourdilrs after the firft dilcovery of America by
Coiumbus—dne hundred and feventy, from the firk

eft:&tual fettlement in Virginia—and one hundred and
fifty fix from the firft fettlement of Plymouth in Maffe.
chufetts, which were the carlieft Englith fettlements in
America.

Juft after this declaration, general Howe with 8
powerful force arrived near New-York; and landed
the troops upon Staten lfland. General Wafthington was
in New. York with about thirteen thoufand men, encampe
¢d either in the city or the neighboring fortifications.

The ojerations of the Briti‘h began by the aélion o8
Long ldland, in the month of Auguit. The Americans
were defuated, and general Sullivan and lord Stishiag
with a large bady of men, were made prifoners. -9
night aficr the engagement, a retreat was orderedy S

cxecty
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executed with fuch filence, that the Americans left the
ifland without alarming their enemies, and without lofs.

In September the city of New-York was abandoned by
the American army, and taken by the Britifh.

In November, Fort Wafhington on York Ifland was
taken, and more than two thoufand men made prifouners.
Fort Lee, oppofite to Fort Wafhington, on the Jerfey
fhore, was foen after taken, but the garrifon efcaped.

About the fame time, general Clinton was fent with a_ .
body of troops to take pofieflion of Rhode 1fland¢ ands
fucceeded. In addition to all thefe lofles gnd défeats,
the American army fuffred by defertion, 5nd more by
ficknefs, which was epidemic, and very mortal.

The northern army at Ticonderoga, was'in a difagree.
able firuation, particularly, after thebattle on lake Cham-
piain, in which the Ameriean f8rec confiting ot a few
light veficls, wnder the command of Arnold, and gene-

" ral Waterbury, was totaily difperfed. But general Carle-
ton, inftead ot purfuing kLis viftory, landed at Crown
Point, reconnoitered our pottsat Ticonderega and Mount
Idependence, and returned to winter quarters in Ca-
nada.

At the clofe of this year, the: American army was

* dwindied to a handtul of men; and general Lee was ta-

“ken prifoner in New-Jerfey. Far from being difcouraged
at thefe loffcs, Congrefs tock meafures o raife and efla-
biith an army.

In this critical fituation, generai Wathington, furpriz-
ed and took a larg= body of Heflians, who were cantoned
at Trenton 5 and toon after, another body of the Britifth
troops at Princeton. ‘The addrels in planf§ng and exe-
euting thefe enterpriaes, refl-Cted the higheft honor o1
the commander, and the fuccefs revived the defponding
hopes of America. ‘The lofs of general Mercer, a callant
officer,. at DPrinceton, was the priccipal circumftance
that allayed the joys of victory,

The following year 1777, was diftinguithed by very

\ ssgmorable cvents, in favor of America. On the opens

» ioff of she campaign, governor Tryvom was fent with a
SR bed v
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body of troops, to deftroy the ftores 2t Danbury, in Con.
Rellicut. ‘This plan was executed, and the town mofly;
turnt. The enemy fuffered in their retreat, and the

‘iArpcricans loft general Woolter, a brave and experienced
oflicer.

General Prefeot was taken from his quarters, en

- Rhode Ifland, by the addrefs and enterprize of colonel
Barton, and conveyed prifoner to the continent.
| en. Burgoyne, who commanded the northern Britith
.- gar tcok peficflion of Ticonderoga, which had been
ndened by the Americans. He puthed his fuccefles,
ed Lake George, and encamped upon the banks of
the Hudfon, near Saratoga. His progrefs however was
checked, by the defeat of colonel Baum, near Benning.
son, in which the undifciplined militia of Vermont, un.
der general Stark, difflayed unexampled bravery, and
- ¢aptured almoft the whole detachment.

The militia ailembled from all parts of New-England,
to ftop the progrefs of gemeral Burgoyne.

Thefe, with the regular troops, formed a refpeltable
army, commanded by general Gates. After two fevefe
altions, in which the generals Lincoln and Arnold, bes
haved with uncommon gallantry, and were wounded,
Gen. Burgoyne found himfelf enclofed with brave troopsy¢
and was forced to furrender his whole army, amounting
to ten thoufand men, into the hands of the Americans.
‘This bappened in O&ober.

‘This event diffufed an univerfal joy over America, and
laid a foundation for the treaty with France.

But before thefe tranfations, the main body of the
Britith forcea had embarked at New-York, failed up the
Chefapeck, and landed at the head of Elk river. The
army F:on began their march for Philadelphia. Gene-»
ral Wathington had determined to oppofe them, and for
this purpofe made a ftand upon the heights, near Bran«
dywine creek. Here the armies engaged, and the Ames
ricans were overpowered, and fuficred great lofs. ‘Lhe-
enemy foon purfued their march, and took poficflion:4

Yhiladelphia, towards the clofc of September. :
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~ Not long after, the two armies were again engaged at
“Germantown, and in the beginning of the aftion, the A~
mericans had the advantage; but by fome unlucky acci-
dent, the fortune of the day was turned in favor of the

Britith. Both fides fuffered confiderable lofles; on the

fide of the Americans, was general Nafh.

- In an attack upon the forts at Mud-Ifland and Red
" Bank, the Heflians were unfuccelsful, and their com-. ™
mander, colonel Donop, killed. The Britith alfo loft-
the Augufta, a fhip of the line. But the forts were af-

terwards taken, and the navigation ot the Delaware

opened. General Wathington was reinforced, with part -
of ths troops, which had compofed the northern army,

under general Gates; and both armies retired -to wine.
ter quarters.

In Oftober, the fame month in which general Bur-
goyne was taken at Saratoga, general Vaughan, with a
fmall fleet, failed up Hudlon’s river, and wantonly burnt
Kingfton, a beautiful Dutch fettlement, on the we.l fide
of the river,

“The beginning of the next vear 1778, was diftingnifh-
ed by a treaty of alliance between France and Americas
by which we obtained a powerful and generous ally.
‘When the Englifh miniftry were informed that this treas
ty was on foot, they difpatched commiflioners to Ame-
rica, to attempt a reconcikation. But America would
0ot now accept their ofters. Early in the {pring, Count
. de Eftaing, with a ilcet of fifteen fail of the line, was
- fent by the court of France, to aflit America, ‘

General Howe icit the army, and returned to England ;
the command then devoived uwpon Sir Henry Clinton.
> In June the Britilh armve left Philadelshia, and marched

for. New.York.  Oa their march tlicy were annoyed
by the Americans; and at Monmouth, a very regular
altion took place, between part of the armies ; the ene.

- my were repuiled with great lofs; and had general Lee
Obq'ed’hiq orders, a fignal vi®tory muft have been ob-
- taiogd. General Lze, for his ill conduc that day, was -
S F 2 fulpended, .

+
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fufpended, and was never afterwards permitted to join the
army.

In Auguft general Sullivan, with a large body of
troops, attempted to take pofleflion of Rbhode-1{land, but
. did not fucceed. Soon after the ftores and fhipping at
Bedford in Maffachufetts, were burnt by a party of the
Britith troops. 'The fame year, Savanna, the capital of
Georgia, was taken by the Britifh, under the command
of celonel Campbell.

In the following year (1779), general Lincoln was ap.
pointed to the couumand of the fouthern army.

Governor Tryon and Sir George Collier made an ina
curfion into Conneflicut, and burnt, with wanton bar.
barity, the towns of Fairfield and Norwalk. But the A.
merican arms were crowned with {uccefs, in a bold attack
upon Stoney Point, which was furprized and taken by
general Wayne, in the night of the 15th of July. Five
bundred men were made prifoners, with a fmall lofs on
either fide.

A party of Britith forces attempted this fummer, to

build a fort, on Penobfcot river, for the purpole of cut-
ting timber in the nsighboring forefts. A plan was laid
by Maflachufetts to diflodge them, and a confiderable
fiect collefted tor the purpofe. But the plan failed of
fuccefs, and the whole marine force fell into the hands
- @f tbe Britifh, except fome veflcls which were burnt by
- she*Americans themielves.
.. In O&ober, general Lincoln and Count de Eftaing
made an aflanlt upon Savanna; but they were repulfed
with confiderabie lofs. In this aétion, the celebrated
Poiifh Count Pulafki, who had acquired the reputation
ot a brave {oldier, was mortally wounded.

In this fummer, general Sullivan marched with a body
of troops, into the Indian country, and burnt and de-
firoyed all their provilicnas and fettlements, that fell is
their way. ' o

Oa the opening of the campaign, the next year, {13fio]
#he Britith troops left Rhode iflund.  An expepl@h
under Gen, Clinton and Lord Cornwallis, was am

L J
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ken again@t Charlefion, South Carolina, where General
Lincoln cemmanded. This town, after a clofe fiege of
about fix weeks, was furrendered to the Britith com-
mander ; and General Lincoln, and the whole American
garrifon, were made prifoners. _

Gen. Gates was appointed to the command in the
fouthern depactment, and another army collefted. In.
Aogult, Lord Cornwallis attacked the American troops
at Camden, in South Carolina, and routed them with
confiderable lofs. He afterwards marched through the
fouthern ftates, and fuppofed tl~em entirely fubdued.

The fame fummer, the Britith troops made frequent
incurfions from New- York into the Jerfies ; ravaging and
plundering the country. In fome of thefe defcents, the
rev. Mr. Caldwell, a2 refpe@able clergyman and warm
patriot, and his lady, were inhumanly murdered by the
{avage foldiery.

In July, a French flcet, under Monfieur d'Ternay,
with a body of land forces, commanded by Count de:
- Rochambeau, arrived at Rhode-lfland, to the great joy.
of the Americans.

‘This year was alfo diftinguifhed by the infimous trea.
fon of Arnold. General Walhingtor having fome bufi-.
nefs to tranfat at Wethersticld in Conneticut, left Are
nold to command the important poft of Wefipointy
which guards a pats in Hudfon’s river, about fixty miles
from New-York. Arnold’s condult in the city of Phis.
ladelphia, the preceding winter, had been cenfured ; and.
the treatment he received in confequence, had given him
offence.

tle determined te take revenge; and for this purpofe,

he entered into a negociation with Sir Henry Clinton, to: *

deliver Wertpoint, and the army, into the hands of the
Britith. While General Wathington was abfent, he:
difmounted the cannon in fome of the forts, and took
other ftepm to render the taking of the poft eafy for the
Bur by a provideatia! difcovery, the whole plan was.
defigied.  Mujor Aadre, aid to general Clinton, a brave
PR officex
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officer, who had been fent up the river as a {py, to con.
cert the plan of operations with Arnold, was taken, con.
demned by a court martial, and executed. Arnold made
his efcape, by getting on board the Vulture, a Britith vef.
fel, which lay in the river. His condu& has ftamped
hlm with infamy ; and, like all traitors, he is defpifed by

_ all mankind. General Wathington arrived in camp juﬂ
" after Arnold had made his efcape, and reftored order in

the garrifon.

After the defeat of general Gates in Carolina, general
Greene was appointed to the command in the fouthern
department. From this period, things in that quarter
wore 2 more favorable alpeét. Colonel Tarleton, the

~active commander of the Britith legion, was-defeated by

general Morgan, the intrepid commander of the rifle
men.

After a variety of movements, the two armies met at
Guilford, in North Carolina. Here was.one ot the beft
fought aftions during the war. General Greene and
I.ord Cornwallis exerted themf{elves at the head of their
refpettive armies, and although the Americans were ob.

- liged to retire from the ficld of battle, yet the Britith ar-

my fuffered an immenfe lofs, and could not purfue the
vitory. This altion happened on the 15th of March
1781,

7In the fpring, Arnold, who was made a brigadier-ge-
neral in. the Britith fervice, with a fmail number of
troops, failed for Virginia, and plundered the country.
This ealled the attention of the French 1leet to that quare
ter; and a naval enzagemneat took place between the
Englith and French, in which fome of the Englith fhips
were much damaged, and oas entirely difabled.

Atter the battle of Guilford, general Greene moved
towards South Carolina, to drwc the Britifh from their
polts in that ftate. Here lord Rawdon obtained an ia-
confiderable advantage over the Americans, félr Cis
den. But general Green more than recovered this dé
vantage, by the brilliant and fuccefsful aétion at the By

g
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fctf and the brave colonel Wathington was wounded

and taken prifoner.
Lord Cornwallis, finding general Greene fuccefsful in

Carolina, marched to Virginia, colletted his forces, and
fortified himfelf in Yorktown. In the mean time Arnold
made an incurfion into Conne&icut, burnt a part of
New London, took Fort Grifwold by fform, and put the

men fuddenly colleted from the little town of Groton,
which, by the favage cruelty of the Britith officer who
comnandcd the attack, loft, in one hour, almoft all its
heads of families. The brave colonel Ledyard, whe
commanded the fort, was flain mth his own fword, aftcr
he had furrendered.

‘The marquis de la Fayette, the brave and generous
nobleman, whofe (ervices command the gratitude of eve-
ry American, had been difpatched from the main army,
to watch the motions of lord Cornwallis in Virginia.

About the laft of Augult, count de Grafle arrived with
a lirge fleet in the Chefapeek, and blocked up the Britith
troops at Yorktown. Admiral Greaves, with a Britith
fleet, appeared off the capes, and an ation fucceeded 3
but it was not decifive.

General Wafthington had before this time moved the
main body of his army, together with the French tréops,
to the fouthward ; and as foon as he heard of the arrival
of the Freach flcet in the Chefapeek, he made rapid
marches to the head of Elk, where embarking, the troops
foon arrived at Yorktown.

A clofe fiege immediatecly commenced, and was carried
" on with {uch vigour, by the eembined farces of America
and France, that lord Cornwallis was ebliged to furren.
der I'his glorious event which took place on the 19th
of O&tober 1781, decided the conteft in favor of America;

Bx foundauon of a general peace.

nths aftcr the furrender of Cornwallis, the
o- .,.,e Nc"

tuated all their pofts in South Carolina and
3" and retired to the main army in New-York.

garrifon to the fword. '[he garrifon confifted chiefly of -

lext fpring (1782) Sir Guy Carleton arrived in. - -
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New-York, and took command of the Britith army ia
America. lmmediately on his arrival, he acquainted
general Wishington and Congrefs, that negociations for
a peace had been commenced at Paris.

On the 3oth ot November 1782, the provifional ar,
ticles of peace were figned at Paris; by which Great
Britain acknowledged the independeace and fovereignty
of the United States of America.

hus ended a long and arduous confli€t,in which Great
Bfitain expended near a hundred millions of money, with
hundred thoufund lives, and won nothing but difgrace,
imerica endured every crueity and diftrefs trom her ene.
mies—loft many lives and much treafure—but delivered
herfelt from a foreign dominion, and gained a rank
among the nations of the earth,

~ &n AccounT of the moft remarkable BATTLES
Joughkt in America durivg the late War.

Battle of Bunker's-Hill, Fune 175, 1775,

HE poft of Charleftown had h'therto been negleted
by both parties. The Americins thought it necef«
fary for them, whether they (hould choofe to alt onthe
detenfive or offenfive. They accordingly made the ne-
ceflary preparations, and fent a body of men thither st
night with the greateft privacy, to throw up works upon
Bunker’s-Hill, an high ground that lies juft within the
Hthmus, or neck of land that joins the peniafula te the
continent,
The party that was fent upon this fervice, earried on
their works with fuch extraordinary order gig
that though the peniniifa was furrounded Wil v
war, they were mot heard during the night; indyik
fuch incredible difpatch in the exzcution, that Ney 4§
a tmall bat frong redowbr, confiderable entrenchf ’
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3 breaft-work, that was in fome parts cannon proof, far
advanced towards completion, by the break of day. The
fight of the works, was the firft notice that alarmed the
Lively man of war carly in the morning, and her guns
called the town, camp, and fleet, to behold a fight that
feemed little lefs than a prodigy.

A heavy and continual fire of cannon, howitzers, and
mortars, was from thence carried on upon the works,
from the fhips, floating batteries, and from the top of
Cop’s-Hill in Beiton. Such a great and inceflant roar
of artillery, would have been a trial to the firmnefs of old
foldiers, and muft undoubtedly have greatly impeded the
completion of the works; it is however certain, that
they bore this fevere fire with wonderful firmnefs, and
feemed to go on with their bufinefs as if no enémy had
been near, nor danger in the lervice.

About noon, seneral Gage caufed a confiderable body
of troops to be embarked under the command of major-
general Howe, and brigadier-general Pigot, to drive the
Americans from their works. This detachment confifted
of ten companies of grenadiers, as many of light infantry,
and the gsth, 38th, 43d, and g2d battalions, with proper
artillery, who were landed and drawn up without oppofie
tion, undc the fire of the thins of war. The two gene-
rals found the enemy fo numerous, and in fucha pofture
of defence, that they thought it neceflary to fend back
for -a reinforcement before they began the attack; they
were accordingly joined by fome companies of light intant-
ry and grenadiers, by the .47th regiment, and by the firft
battalion of marines, amounting in the whole, as repre.
fented by general Gage’s letter, to fomething more than
two thoufand men. .

The attack was begun by a moft fevere fire of eannon
3nd how.tzers, under which the troops-advaaced very
flowly towards the enemy, and haltedigeral times, to
P ansopportunity to the artillery tde [a the works,

Rtow the Amcricans into confufiofs’ Whatever it
peedd from, whether from the number, fituation,
TRtOmtl togetlier, the king’s forces feem to have beea
w?‘ L - _ ulu{dl'
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uaufually ftaggered in this attack. The Americans floog"
this fevere and eontinual fire of {mall arms and artillery,
with a refolution and perfeverence, which would ng
have done difcredit to old troops. They did not retury
a fhot, until the king’s forces had approached almof 3
the werks, when a moft dreadful fire took place, by
which a number of the braveft men and officers fell,
me gentlemen, who had ferved in the moft diftinguith,
altions of the laft war, declared, that for the timeit
lafted, it was the hotteft engagement they ever knew,
It is then no wonder, if under fo heavy and deftrutive
a fire, the Britith were thrown into diforder. Itis
faid, that general Howe, was for a few feconds left near. -
ly alone; and it is certain, that moft of the officers near
his perfon, were cither killed or wounded. It is faid,
- that in this critical moment, general Clinton, who ar.
rived in Bofton during the engagement, by a heppy
mancewwee rallied the troops almoft inftantaneoufly, and
brought them agaia to the charge. They attacked the
works with fixed bayonets, and forced them in every
quarter. - Though many of the Americans were deflitute
of bayonets, and, as they affirm, their ammunition was
expendsd, a number ot them tought defperately withia
the works, and were not driven from them without diffie
culty. They at length retrcated over Charlefiown neck,
which was enfiladed by the guns of the Glafgow man of
war, and of two floating batteries. They fuffered but
little lofe from this formidable artillery, though the
dread of it bad prevented fome regiments who were
ordered to fupport them from fulfilling their duty.
Thus ended the hot and bloody affair of Bunker’s-Hill
in which  the Britith had more men and officers killed
and gounded, in proportion to the numbers engaged,
then in;gay ether a&tion which we can recolle&t. The

~ battle of | in the late war, with all its glorgas
" the vaftneis he confequences of whicé{w
dultive, w t fo deftructive to the officers JENN
trenchment caft up in a few hoglhe¥
lofs of the Americans accordisg4o an accounfiuit

e
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by tte American Congrefs, was comparatively finall,
amounting to about four hundred and fifty killed, weund-
ed, mifling, and prifoners. 'I'he lofs that was lamented
moft was that of Dr. Warren, who alting as a major-
general, commanded the party upon this occafion, and
was killed, fighting bravely at their head, in a littie re-
doubt to the right of the lines. 'This gentleman, who
was rendered confpicueus by his general merit, abilities,
and eloquence, had been one of the delegates to the firft
Congrels, and was at this time prefident of the Provincial
Congrefs; but quitting the peaceable walk of his profeilion
as a phyfician, and breaking through the endearing ties
of family fatisfations, he fhewed himfcif equally caleu-
lated for the field, and for public butinels or private fiudy,
and {hed his blood gallantly in the f) vice of his country.

7’

ATTACK wpen QUEBTC,
Pliludelphia, Fanuary 25, 1776,

The lalt letters from Canada bring an account of an
unfuccefsful attempt made to gain potitflion of Quebec
by ftorm, on the 31t of December laft, between the
hours of two and fcven in the morning, ‘

The general, finding his cannon too light to effeét a
breach, and that the enemy would not hearken to terms
of capitulation, formed a defign for carrying the town by
efcalade. In this he was encouraged by the extenfivencfs
of the works, and the weaknefs of the garrifor. . When
every thing was prepared, while he was waiting the op- -
portunity of a fnow ftorm, to carry his defign into exes
cution, feveral men deferted to the cnewny.  His plan ag
firt was to have attacked the upper and lowsg town at
the fame time, depending principaily for Tuct®fs againft
thlloper town : But dilcoveiing, from the motions of
pdy, that they were apprized of his defign, he 2l
% plan; and, having divided his lit!le army into

unents, ordered two feins (o Lo made 2gainit
5 G - the
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the upper town, one by colonel Livingfton, at thé head .
of the Canadians, againft St. John’s Gate; the other by
captain Brown, at the head of a fmall detachment, a.
gainft Cape Diamond, referving to himfe!f and colone] |
Arnold, the two principal attacks againft the lower town,

At five o'clock, the hour appointed for the attack, -
the general at the head of the New-York troops, ad.
vanced againft the lower town at Aunce de Mere. Being
obliged to take a circuit, the fignal for the attack was |
given, and the garrifon alarmed before he reached the
.- place ; however, prefling on, he pafled the firft barrier,
and was juft opening to attempt the fecond, when by the
firlt fire from the enemy he was unfortunately killed, to.
gether with his aid de-camp, captain John M¢Pherfon,
captain Cheefeman, and two or three more. ‘This fo
- difpirited the men, that colonel Campbell, on wl:om the
command devolved, found himfelf under the citagreeuble
neceflity of drawing them off.
~ In the mean while eolonel Arncid, at the Lead of a.
_bout three hundred and fifty of thofe brave troops (who
with unparalleled fatigue had penctrated Canada urder
his command) and captain Lamb’s artillery, had pafled
firough St. Reques, and approached-near a two gun bat-
tery withcut being difcoveyed. ‘This he attacked, and
though it was well defended for about an hour, carried
it with the lofs of a number of men. In this attack co-
lonel Arnold had the misfortune to hzve his leg fplintere
ed by a fhot, and was obliged to be carried to the Lofpital,
After gaining the battery, his detatchment paffec on to
& fecond tarrier, which they took poflcflion of. DBy this
time the ememy, relieved from the other attacks, by our
troopapeing drawn cff, direted their whole force agajnft

this detagghment, and a party fallying out trem Palace.
" Qate, attacked them in the rear, L

Thele brave men {uftained the force of the mbhe
rifon for threc hours, but finding themic'ves heshi
and no hopes of rvelief, they were ob'ip.é. 1
numbers, and the 2dvantageous fitnation tne S
over them. | |
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No regular return is yet come to hand, but, by the
~ advices reccived, we learn that our lofs in k:llcd and
wounded amounts to fixty, and three hundred taken pri«
foners, who are treated very humanely.
Among the flain, are captain Kendricks and lieute.
nant Humphries, of the riflemenr, and heutenant Cooper.
After this untortunate repu'fe, the remainder of the
army retired-about three miles from the city, where they
pofled themfelves advantageoufly, and are continuing the
blockade, waiting for reinforcements, which are now
on their way to join them.
Every poffible mark of diftinétion was fhewn to the
corpfe of geaeral Montgomery, who wasdnterred in Qe
bec, on the 2d of January.

BarTik of LonG-IsLanp. Auguff 28, 1756, .

Yefterday’s occurrences no doubt will be deferibed to
you various ways: I embrace this leifure moment to-give
as fatisfaltory an account as [ am able. A large body of
the enemy that landed fome time fince on Long- Iﬂand
at the end of a beautiful plain, had extended their troops
about fix miles from the piace of their firt landing.
There were at this time eleven regiments of our troops
pofted in different parts of the woods, between our lines
and the enemy, through which they muft pafs if they
attempted any thing againft us. Early in the morning
our fcouting parties difcovered a large body of thc ghe-
my, both horfe and foot, advancing on the <jamaica
road towards us: I was difpatched to gcncrallg
to inform him of it. On my way back, I dife
I thought, our battalion on a hill coming in, reﬁ'

y in our drefs—on this I prevailed on a fergeant:

o »men to halt and fire on them, which onucc&'- ¥

t‘? [

of bullets, and we were obliged to retisa,

guting fhirts, and was going to join them, but was ﬁop-
Rby & number of our foldiers, whe told me they were ~

e o b e~ - -
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In the mean time the enemy with a large body pene. -
trated through the woods on our right and centerop -
front, and about nine o’clock landed another body-on
- their right, the whole ftretching acrofs the ficld and
and woods, beiween our works and our troops, and fend.
ing out pariies, accompanied with light horfe, which har.
rafled or furrovr.ded and furprifed our new troops, who,
however, foid their lives dear. Qur forces then made
towards cur lines, but the enemy had taken pofiefiion of
the ground before them by fiolen marches. Qur me
broke through partics afrer parties, bu: fliil found the
enemy’s thoufands before them. Colonel Smealiwood’s, .
Atlee’s and 1azalet’s battaliens, with general bterling at
their hcad, had coliefled on an eminencgind madea
good ftand, but tle enemy fired a field pite on them,
and, being grea:ly {uperior in number, obliged them to
to retreat into a marfh; finding it out of their power
to withftand about Gooo men, they waded through the
mud and water to a mill oppofite them; their retreat was
‘covered by the fecond battalion, which had reached our
Jdines.—Colonel Lutz’s and the New England regiments
after this made fome refiitance in the woods, but were
ebliged by fuperior numbers to retire,

Colonel Miles’s and Brodhead’s battalions, finding
themfelves furrounded, determined to fipht and run;
they did fo, and broke through Englith, Heflians, and
difperfed the horfe, and at 1aft came in with confidera-
ble lofs. Colonel Pasry was early in the day, fhot through
th€ head, encouraging his men. Lighty of our battalion
came ‘in this morning, having forced their way through
‘the enemy’s rear, and come round by the way of Hell
Gate; we expet more, who are miiling, wiil come in
the fame way. *

BATTILE ¢/ TRENTON. |

Head- Quarters, New -Teawn, Decenler 26, 14
Sir, i T

I have the pleafure of congratylating you ~
fuccels of an enterprize, which § had forme
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~ Jetatchment of the enemy lying in Trenton, and which
was executed tlre next morning. - ‘The evening of the 25th
Jordered the trcops intend :d for this purpofe to parade
back of M‘Kenny’s Ferry, that they might begin to pafs
as foon as it was dark ; imagining that we fhould be able
to throw them all over, with the mccﬁq_ry artillery, by
twelve o’clock, that we might eafily arrive in I'renton by
five o’clock in the meorning, the diftance being abcut
nine miles ; but the quantity cf ice made that night, im.
“ peded the paflage of the boats fo much, that it was three -
o’clock -before the artiliery ceuld be got over, and near
four when the troops took up the line of march. I form-
ed my detgchmcnt into two divitions, cne to march up »
the lower, or River Road, the other by the upper, or -
Pennington Read. As t!u. divitions had nearly th&fame
difiance to march, I orlered each of them, immcc.hxcly
upon forcing the cut-pu:rds, to puth dirctly into (he -
town, that thcy might ci.a=ge the coemy before they had -
tims to form. ‘[he upprr divifon airived at the enemy’s
advanced poft exult y at eish: o’clock, and in three mi.
nutes after, I found from the tive in ths lower road, that
the other divifon Lad alfo got up. Tne out-guards made
but a {fmall opotiticn, thoagh for their numbers they bs.
haved véry well, keeping up a conftant rerreating fire
b:hind houfes. We prefently faw their main body
formed, but frcm their meotions they fecared undeter.
mined how to act, being hard prefizd by our treopsy who
had already got jofi:iiion of balf their artiilery, they at-
tempted to fiie cff by a road on their right, leading to
Princeton, Lut pereeiving their intention T thtew 3
-body of troops in their way, which immediateiy checked
lh:m L
Finding by eur dif; ofirion th:t thry were furrounded,
and muft incvitably be cut to pieces if they made 2ny fuc-
ér refitance, they avreed to 127 down cheir arass,
lumber that L.P.muc in this mannee were twentye
¢ D cers an i cight haadred and ﬂg"nv 4x men.
R ohl, the com.mndmg ofucer, ani {cven others,
e n’bd wounded in the town. [ do mot ez1€tly
o G- know -

£ 2Ty
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know how many were killed, but T fancy abou! twenty
or thirty, as they never made any reguwlar ftand. Qur
lofs was very trifling indeed, only (our officers and ong
or two privates wounded.

G. WASHINGTON.

BarTLE of PRINCETON. Fanuary 2, 1777.

We left Crofwick’s the 1ft inftant, about two o’clock
in the morning, and arrived at Trenton a little afier:
fuo-rife. About cleven o'clock we were alarmed by
the approach of the enemy. We fent one brigade
to amufe them, while we took polt on the lower fide of
the creck and back in the woods. There was a {mart
cannorade till dark, wlen both files ceafed firing. Tte
men were ordered to keep their pofts and lie on their
srms. A council of war was held, and it was determin.
to filc off to the right, through the woods, leaving the
ememy on the lef: ; and attack Princeton by day-light.
About five hundred men and two picces of iron ordnance
were left to amufe the enemy.

Our whole army, with a great tra'n of artillery, marche
ed about onc o’clock. About feven hundred of the Bii.
tith trocps were on their march to join the nusin body.
QOn difcovering our army, they returaed to town and
prepared to reccive us. One divifion of their troops
formed in front of a boufc on the fouth fide of the col
lege. General Mercer’s brigade filed off to the right,
and was attacked by the other divifion. The brigade
did not fire till they had advanced within fcrty yards.
The enemy received this brigade with charged bayonets,
and general Mercer received a mortal wound. Our bsi-
qade advanced through the fkiits of a wood in front of
the enemy, pofted on an emninence with two field pieces
General Green ordered the troops to form, as foom 3
they arrived, on 2 hill two or threc Lunred yarde.gife
tant. Our column was formed from the right by divifge
‘ens  About ecighty infantry of the cnemy were pofied
behind a fence about one bundred yuds ditamt. Cape

tain
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tain Henry was difpatched, with about one hundred inq
fantry, to flank that party ; but the firflsdifcharge of our
field pieces drove them up to the main body. The fe-
coud diviion was immediately ordered to decuble up to
the right, the third to the left, and fo alternately ; which
was done in facz of the enemy, and under a fhower of grape
fhot. About half of the firfl battalion was formed, when
they bruke, fell back upon the column, and threw the
whole into cenfution. ‘The officers exerted themielves
to form a divifion ; but they wecre unable. General
Wathington then ordered them to be formed abeut one
budred yards in the rear, which was done to fome cffet.
A divifion then advanced to the enemy in face of a hea-
vy fire. The enecmy left their fituation and inclined to
the left. The American troops prefled forward, and the-
enemy gave wae, dropped their packs, and fled with
precipitation, They futfercd a lofs of about thirty killed,,
aad three bundred prifoners.

BATTLE of BRANDYWINS.

Chefler, September 114 1977
Sir,

I am forry to inform you, that in this day’s engage-
ment we have been obl ged to leave the enemy. mafiers.
ot the field. Unfortunately the intelligence received of
the enemy’s advancing up the Brandywine, and croffing
the ford about fix miles above us, was uncertain and con. .
tradiCtory, notwithfianding all my pzins to get the beft.
This prevented my making a difpofition adequate to the
force with which the enemy attacked us on our right. In
confcquence of which, the troops firft engaged were oe
bliged to retire before they could be reinforced.

In the midft of the right, that body of the enemy
which remained on the fide of Chad’s-ford, croficd i,
amd attacked the divition there, under the commmand of
geoeral Wayne, ard the light 1rcops under general Max-
well, who, after a fevere confl.ét, alfo retired. The mi-
litis, under gencral Armftrong, being pofted at zgd.

r - ‘ abous
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sbout two miles below Chad’s-ford, had no opportunity
of engaging ; but we tought under many difadvantages,
and were, from the caufes above-mentioned, obliged to
retire; yet our lofs of men is, I ain perfuaded, very con.
fiderable, but I belicve much lefs than the enemy; we
have alto loft eight picces of cannon, according tothe beft
information [ can obtzia; the baggage having been pre.
vioufly moved off, is all faved, except the men’s blankets,
which being at their backs, many of them doubtlefs
were loft. I have directed all the troops to affemble be.
hind Chefter, where they are now arranging for this
pight. Notwithftanding the misfortune of the day, I am
happy to find the troops in good fpirits, and I hope zno.
ther time we fhall compeniate for the lofs we bave ful-
tained. The marquis la Fayette is wounded in the leg,
and general Woodtord in the hand. Divers other ofli.
cers are wounded, and {fome f{liin; but the number of.
cither, cannot now bg afcertained. ,
I have the honor to be, &e,
G. WasSHINGTON.

Bofon, Odsber 2.

Bxtrad of a letter prore 2 gentleman of diffin&ion in Phie
ladelpbia, 1o s fricna in this tzwny dated Sep. 15, 1777

Dear Sir,

In my lalt I wrote you, that we were every moment in
expc(tation of engaging the enemy, They advanced by
flow degrees up the river Branlywine, with an evident
*iatention of cpoiling ene of the furds, Qurarmy of courfe
moved on the other file of tie river to prevent ir.  Bat
as there werz three for ' within the comphfs ot ten mi'es,
we wers obliged to divide our army, tc sund oo nufeg
the great=& probubility wae, that thev would ¢ 25 e
mddle one, calied Chad’: 5 accordin. !ty ovr greve- o ve
was polted there, aad generai Maxweil, wiga aboo
tLv.

[« ¥
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thoufand light troops, was fent acrofs to take poffeflion
of the oppofite height. In the night of the 10th inftant,
they threw up a flight breaft work of limbs of trees.
The next morning, about eight o’clock, the enemy ap-
peared in fight,and moved on a party to difpofiefs general
Maxwell, and at a litile diftance opened upon our people a
heavy cannonade with eight picces of cannon, which was
returned by our artillery, with good effe&. General
Maxwell drove back the party which was fent againft him
with great lofs ; they were reinforced a fecond timé,sand
came on, but were again repulfed, and followed fome
diitance by the general’s party. But as they could not
crarry their {cheme into execution while cur light troops
remained on the other fide the river, they were deter-
mined, at all events, to oblige them to retire; accor-
dingly they fent a very firong party round a piece of
woods, in order to come upon his flank, while the other

attacked him in front. Tne genergl perceived this move-

ment, and retreated acrofs, where he joined the main

body, with the trifling lofs of three killed, and eight or .

nine wounded. A very intelligent feliow, who was in the
. aftion, told me, that when they purfued the enemy, he
was confident he faw near five hundred lying on the field;

. but the general, who is very modelt in his account of the

matter, imagines that there were at leal three hundred

killed and wounded. I was with the m«in body on tRin.

fide the river, and had the pleafure to fee the Britdh
troops run. The diftance from us was not mere than's
quarter of a mile.

The enemy ftill kept to their cannonzde, and fome of
their troops paraded on the heighis, and appeared as if
they intended to attempt Chad’s-ford, but their main bo-
dy filed off te the left, and crofling the upper ford, march-
ed on to Brimingham meeting-houfe, near which our
right wing was pofted. Upnforturately the accounts our
general received of this movement, were varions and ‘cone
traditory, which prevented a fufficien: force being fent on
to fuftain the attack in that quarter. Lord Stiriing’s and
.880thég officer’s divifions, were there, and general Sulli-

van

.
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van was fent on to reinforce, but unhappily his divifiea !
took rather too large a circuit, and rifing a hill, wereap
tacked by the whole force ot the enemy, before they had
time to form. 7This{fudden and unexpeted attack threw
them into confufion, and they retreated with the utmof
precipitation.

The other divifions were alfo obiiged to retreat, after
maintaining a very warm conflict for fome time, and were
clofcly purfued by the enemy, who took advantage of
their retreat, till they fell in with general Green’s divik
fioh, and the one that was Lincoln’s, but now command-
ed by general Wayne. Here a moft terrible and bloody
battle took place, which was maintained with the great.
eft bravery and intrepidity for upwards of half an hour,
when our people were obliged to quit the field, and the
day clofing prevented any turther purfuit. We loft in
this ation nine pieces of cannon, a number of officen
and men, but none of higher rank than major Bulh,
of colonel Hartley’s regiment, who was killed. |

In the evening the general retreated to Chefter, in ot
der to cellet his troops, and to permit them to take
fome refrefhment, having had no food the whole day,
and little or no flcep for forty eight hours before.

I forgot to mention, that at the time they attacked o
on the right, the party which poffzfled the heights oppofits
Chad’s ford, attempted to pafs it, but were attacked by
- general Maxwell, wio again obliged them to retreat, with
the lofs of thirty mnem, among whom was -a captain
Campbell, out of whofe pocket was taken the orders of
- the 1oth inftant, and fome other important papers.

BATTLE of MoNMouTH. June 28, 1758.
GENERAL WASHINGTON’s Letter to CONGRESS.

About five in the morning, general Dickenfon fent 33
exprefs informing that the front of the enemy had begap
their march. 1inftantly put the army in motiom,
fent orders to gencral Lee, to move on and attack ¢
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unlefs there fhould be very powerful reafons to the con-
trary ; acquainting him at the fame time, that I was
marching to fupport him, and, for doing it with the
greateft expedition and convenience, fhould make the
men difincumber themfelves, of their packs and blankets,

After marching about five miles, to my great furprife,
and mortification, I et the whole advanced corps re.
treating, and, as I was told, by general Lee’s orders;
without having made any oppofition, except one fire given
by tie party under the command of colonel Butler, on
their being charged by the enemy’s cavalry, who were
repulfed. 1 proceeded immediately to the rear of the
corps, which I found clofely preficd by the euemy, and
gave dire&tions for forming part of the retreating troops,
who, by the brave und fpirited condult of the otficers,
aided hy fone pieces of well ferved arcillery, checked the
cnemy’s advance, and gave time to make a difpofition of
the left win® and fecond line of the army upon an emi.
nence, and in a wood a little in the rear, covered by a
morafs in front. On this were placed fome batteries of
cannon, by lord Stirling, who commanded the left wing,
which played upon rhe enemy with great effelt, and ie-
conded by parties of infantry, detached to oppofe them,
effeCtually put a ftop to their advance.

General lee being detached with the advanced corpe,
the command of the right wing, for the ocrafion, was
given to general Greene. For the expedition of the
march and to countera@ an attempt to turn our right,
1 had ordered him to file off by the new church, two
miles from Englithtown, and fall into thc Monmouth-
read, a fmall diftance in the rear of the court houfe,
. whilft the reft of the column moved direétly on towards
- the court houfe. On intelligence of §hg retreat he march-
ed up and took a very advantageous pallition on the right

The enemy by this time, finding themfelves warmly
oppofed in front, m..de an attempt to turn our left flank,
but they were bravely repulfed and driven back, by de-
tatehed parties of infantry. ‘They alfo made a movement
¢ vt sight, with as littic fuccefs ; gencral Greene hav-

ing
- - .
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- their gettiny witiiin reach, before it was dark; theyre.
mained upon the grovnd they had becn dire@ted to oc. |
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ing advanced a body of troops, with artillesy, to a com.

manding picce of ground, which not only difappointed '
their defign of turning our right, but feverely enfiladed

thofe in tront of the fir(t wing  In addition to this, ge.
neral Wayne advanced with a body of troops, and kepe
{o fevere and well direCted a fire, that the enemy were
foon compelled to retire behind the defile, where the
firft ftand in the beginning of the ation had been made.

In this firuation, the enemy had both their flanks fe.
cured by thick woods and morafles, while their front
could only be approached, through a narrow pafs. I re.
folved, neverthleis, to attack them, and for that pur.
pofe ordered geieral Poor, with bisown and the Carolina
brigade, to move round upon their right, and general
‘Wqodford upon their letr, and the artiliery to gall them
in %ront; but the impcdiment ia their way, prevented

cupy during the night, with intention to begin the at.
tack early the next morning, aud the army continued
lying upon their arms in the field of aftion, to be in
scadinels to fupnort them. 1o the mean time the enemy
were cmploved in removing their wounded, and about
twelwe o'clock at night, marched away in fuch filence,
that though general Poor lay extremely near them, they

"effeted their retreac without his knowledge, The ex.

treme beat of the weather, the fatigue of the men, from
thegir march through a de¢p fandy country, almoft en-
tirely deftitute of water, and the diftance the euemy had
geined by marching in the night, made a purfuit insprac-
ticable and fruitlels.

AccounT ¢f the ATTAcK at SToNEY PoINT,

Staney-Point, Fuly 17, 1979

Sir, -
I have the honor of giving you a full and paritulas
retation of the reducton of this Point, by the lighs ‘4
fantry under «ny command, ,_ ﬁ
= . R R

-
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On thefagth Tftant, at twelve o’clock, we took up our
line of march from Sandy-beach, diftant fourtecn miles
from this place; the roads being exceedingly bad and
narrow, and hgving to palsover high mountains, through
deep morafles, and diflicult defiles, we were obliged to
move in fingle files the greateft part of the way. At
eight oclock in the evening; the van arrived at Mr.
Springfteel’s, within one mile and a haif of the ene-
my, and formed into columns as faft as they came up,
agreeable to the order of battle; Colonels Febiger’s
and Mecig’s regiments, with major Huii’s detachment,
formed the right columnj; colonel Butler’s regiment,
and major Murfree’s two companies, the left. The troops
remained in this pofition until feveral of the principal
officers with myfelf, had returned trom reconnoitering
the works. Haulf after eleven o’clock, being the hour
fixel on, the whole moved forward; tlte van of the
right confifted of one hundred and fifty volunteers, pro-
perly officered, who advanced with unload=d mufkets
and fixed bayonets, under the command of licutenant
colonel Fleury; thefe were preceded by twenty picked
men, and a vigilant and brave ofiicer, to remove thg
abbatis and other obftructions. ‘The van of the left é88e T
fited of one hunl:ed volunteers, under the command of -
major Stewart, with unloaded mutketsand fixed bayonets, .
alfo preceded by a brave and determined otficer, withf =,
twenty men, for the fame purpofe as the other, ‘
- At twelve o’clock the sffault was to begin on the right
and left flanks of the enemy’s works, whiift maj>r Mur. -
frec amufed them in frant; but a deep morafs covering
their whole front, at this time cover flowed by the tide,
together with other obftrutions, rendered the approaches
more difficult, than was at fir(t apprehended, {o that it
was about twenty minutes after twelve before the offiult
began, previous to which I placed mylelf at the head of
Febiger’s regiment or right column, and gave the troops
the moft pointed orders not to fire on any account, but
place their whole dependence on the bavonet, which
oper was literally and faithfully odeyed. ~ Neither the
H dzep
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deep morafs, the formidable and double rogs of abbatis,
-of the fireng works in front and flank, could damp the
ardor of the troops, who in face of 2 moft tremendouys
and inceflant fire of mufketry, and from cannon loaded
with grape-fhot, forced their way, at the point of the
bayonet, through every obftacle, both columns meet;
in the center of the enemy’s works nearly at the fame
infiant.
Yeur Excelloncy’s moft obedient bumble fervant,

| ANTHONY WarNE,
Prfﬁd’mt of Uongrefs.

ATTACK on SULLIVAN’s-ISLARD.  Fuly 28th, 1776

On Friday about cleven o’clock, the Commodore
(Sir Peter Parker) with his whole fquadron, confifting
of two line of battle fhips and fix frigates, anchored at
lefs than mufquet thot frem the fort, and commenced
one of the moft furious and inceffant fires I ever fawor |
heard. It was manifefily their plan to land, at the fame
time, the whole of the regulars at the eaft end of the ifland,
= and of courfe invelt the fort by land and fea. As the
~ .gwailon was compofed entirely of raw troops, both offi.
. cergpad men, I thought it my duty to crofs over to the
ifland to encourage the garrifon by my prefence. Butl
might have faved myfelf that trouble, for I found on
my arrival they had no occafion for any fert of encou.:
ragement. [ found them determined and cool to the laft .
degree : their behavior would in fa&, have dome ho-
nor to the oldeft troops.

I therefore beg leave to recommend in the ftrongeft
terms to the Congrefs, the commanding officer, colonel
Moultriz, and his whole garrifon, as brave foldiers and
excellent citizens. Nor muft I omit at the fame timé
mentioning colonel Thompfon, who with tie South-Ca- -
rolina rangers, and a detachment of the North-Carolina
regulars, repulfed the enemy in two feveral attempts to-
make a'lqdgement at the cxtremity of the ifland.

Our lofs, confidering the heat apd duration of ‘ht:
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was inconfiderable. We had only ten men killed, fevea
of whom loft their limbs ; but with their limbs they did
" not lofe their fpirits ; for they enthufiaftically encouraged
* their comrades never to abandon the ftandard of liberty.
and their country. This I aflure you is not in the ftile
of gafconading romance, ufual after every fuccefsful ac-

tion, but literally a fact. I with great pleafure mention’

the circumftance, as it augurs well to the caufe of free-
dom. At clgven the fire ceafed, having continud jufk
twelve hours without the leaft intermiffion.
The foregoing extralt of a letter from general Lee, is
publithed by order of Congrefs,
Joun Hancock, Prefident.

New-Yort, 7a1y 20. -

Our viftory at Charlefton was thus given out in gene.-
ral Wathington’s orders. The general has great ples-

fure in communicating to the officers and foldiers of this
army, the fignal fuccefs of the American arms under ge-
neral Lee at South-Carolina ; the enemy having attempt-

ed to land at the fame time that a moft furious cannone -
ade for twelve hours was made upon the fortification near
Charlefton ; both fledt and army have been fepulfed with. .

a great lofs, by a {mall number of gallant troops jufk
raifed. The enemy had one hundred twenty-feven men
killed and wounded, among whom were feveral officersy
two capital thips much damaged, one frigate of 28 guns
entirely loft, being abandoned and blown up by thecrew;
and others fo hurt that they will want great repairs igfore
they will be fit for for fervice; and with the 1ofs on our

fide of ten killed and twenty-two wounded. The firme

nefs, courage and bravery of our troops, have crowned

them with immortal honor. 'The dying hcroes conjered

their brethren never to abandon the ftandard of liberty ;

~even thofe who had loft their limbs continued at their pofts. .

Their gallantry and fpirit extorted applaufe from their
cncmies, who, dejeCted and defeated; have returned te
thsir former fation, out of the reach of our troops.

ATTACK..

v -
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ATvacy ism SAVANNA. Ofcber oiky 1579.

Afrer the conguill of Grenada, connt D’Eftaing, with
tae flezt under Lis command, left the- Welt-Indics and
tailed for the contizent. As feoon as general Lincoln
was infora.ed of Lisoorrival on the couft, he ordered hig
8rooy: 1o maren for Savannal, and colie€ted the militia
of Scuth-Curelina 2ad Georgia, A body of French
tracps was i lod to co-operate with the Americans in
fubluing the town. 'I'lLe tcwn was fummoned to {ur.
vender, but gened’ Prevett, the Britith commander, re.
sulcd o romipdy, wiad made every cxertion to defend it
ta tie it excren v He foliciteld leave for the women,
inl chiidren to depast from the tuwn ; but upon a fup.
poiiticn that this wes a jtratagem to fecure their plun.
der; or, unler an cxpeltaticn thit the helplefs women
and children being in town weuid oxpedite a furrender,
the requeft was refuled.

The iarrender of avenna by regular approaches muft
have been flow—ihe feafon was for avanced—the French
flect wis expoled, upon a dangerous coafty in a tempef-
tucus feafon=th={>, with other confiderations, prevaiied
upon general Linceln wnd count D'Eitaing to rifk an af-
fault.

‘The trecns marcl:ed, with great intrepidity, to attack
the Dritith lines; bLat a Licavy and weil-direlted fire from
the batteries, anl a crofs fire from the gallies, did much
cxqagion, and threw the front of the column into con-
fufion. . Two frandurds were Lowever planted on the
Britifh redoubts. Count Pulafki, at the head two Lun-
dred horfmen, riding into the town, full {fpeed, wi-han
intention of charging the enemy in the rear, received
a mortal wound. The aflaiiants {lood the enemy’s fire
fifty-five minutes, and ratreated. Count 1) Eftaing re-
ceived two wounds, and both the French and Amzsricaa
troops {uffured contiderahle lofs. The damage {ultsined
by the Britifh wie trifling, as they fired under cover,
end few of the all.ants fired at all, .
BatTLE



( 35 ) %
BarTLE of CAMDEN. Augufl 2cth, 1780,

On the fifteenth generzl Stevens, with a brigade of
Virginia militia, joined general. Gates. 'T'he whele of
the American army now amounted to three thicufand fix
hundred and fixty-three, of which about rine hundred
were contineatal infantry, and feventy cavairy.

The arrival of this force being quite unexpedied, lord
Cornwallis, buiily empleyed in forming regulations for
the interior police of the coumrv, was giitent from the
fcene of altion. No fooner was he informed ct the ap-
proach of general Gates, then he prepired to join his
army at Camden. He arrived, and fupericded tord Raw-
don in commandgea the tourteentl.  His tufertor force,
confilting of abgut fzventeen hundred infantry und three
bundred cavalry, would have juitiizd a retrear; bat,
confiiering th:t no probabie evert of an altion cenld be
more iniirious to the royai ictereft than that mealure, .
lie cho'e w tiake his fortune in the tizsid in 1 centeft:
with the conqueror ot Durgosrne.  On the nipht of the
fifreentihh he marched.out with his whole force to arrack
the American army ; and at the fame Liour general Gates
put his ariny in niction, with a determination o teke an
eligioie pelition between Sander’s Creck and Grezen-
Swamp, uhout eight wilss from Camden. The 2livanced
parties of botiy armizs om0t sbout mid-right, wnl a firing
commenced. In taz i’;l;'n..;n ¢f the n gm coloadd Port-
field, a very gailant cificer of the itate of Vir ;;.x,.a, re. «
ceived a morea!l wound,  Atter ia.ne time both partics
retreated to ther main bolies, aad thie wheole lay on thelr
arms.  Ia the morning a jevere and gererul engagement
took place.  As icon as the Brichh ,.p;*car:l 220t two,
hundrcd varde in frout of the Nortu-Cerolina trcops,{
the artillery was ocdered to fir2, and brigadier general
Stevens, to aitack the column which was dx!pmyed to the
right.  ‘That gailant oificer advanced with his brigade of *
militia in excellent crderavithin fifty pcc‘ ¢t the enery,
who were allo advasaeg, and then calie cat to his wen,

’1 2 L SR

Yo
[ VO



d ( 8 )
¢ my brave fellows, you have bayonets as well as they,
¢ we'li charge them.” At that moment the Britith in.
fantry charged with a cheer, and the Virginians, throw.
tng down their arms, retreated with the utmoft precipi.
tation. The militia of North-Carolina followed the
unworthy example, except a few of general Gregory's
brigade, who paufed a very little longer. A part of co.
lonel Dixon’s regiment fired two or three rounds, but the
greater part of the militia fled without firing a fingle fhot.
'['his precipitate flight was perhaps occafioned by the fol-
lowing caufes : the troops being badly fupplied, had fer
fome time fubfifted on fruit fcarcely ripe, witbout any
regular rations of flefh, flour or fpirituous liquors.

"'The unexpeted meeting of the enemy, their lying
for fome hours on their arms, with she apprehenfion
of immediate danger, and the horors of the night, o-
perating on militia who had never been in ation, and
whofe ftrength and fpirits were deprefled by their pre.
cecding low regimen, occafioned fo general a panic a.
mong the raw troops, that they could not ftand before
Wayonets. The whole left wing and center being gone,
the continentais who formed the right wing, and the
corps of refcrve, engaged about the fame time, and gave
the Britith an unexpeted check. The fecond brigade,
confifting of Maryvland and Delaware troops, gained
ground, and had taken no lefs than fifty prifoners. The
firlt brigade being confiderably out flanked, were obliged
to retire ; but they rallied again, and with great fpirit
- renewed the fight. This expedient was repeated two or
three times. The Britifh direfted their whole force a.
gainft thefe two devoted corps, and a tremendous fire of
mufketry was continued on both fides, with great perfe.
‘seysnce and obftinacy. At length lord Cornwallis, obe
ferving that there was no cavalry oppofed to him, pouw
ed in his dragoons and ended the conteft. Never did
ni:n behave better than the continentals in the whole of
this action 5 but all attempts to rally the militia were ine.
effeCtual  Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton’s legion chag
vhem as they broke, and purfued them as they were ek

ing
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ing. Without having it in their power to defend vhem.
felves, they fell in great numbers under the legionary
fabres. :

Major-general Baron De.Kalb, an illuftrious German,
in the fervice of Irance, who had generoufly engaged in
the fupport of the American independence, and who ex-
erted himfelf with great bravery to prevent the dereat of
the day, received eleven wounds, of which, though he re-
ccived the moft particular afliftance from the Britifh, he
in a fhort time expired. Congrefs, fenfible of his exalt-
ed merit, ordered a monument te be ereted in Annapo-
lis to his memory. Licutenant-colonel Du-Buyfion, aid-
de.camp to Baron De-Kalb, embraced his wounded
general, announced his rank and nation te the furround. °
ing foe, and begged that they would fpare his life. While
he generoufly expofed himfelf to fave his friend, he re-
ccived fundry dangerous wounds, and was taken prifener.
Brigadier-general Rutherford, a valuable officer, of the
moft cxtenfive influence over the North-Carolina militia,
furrendered to a party of the Britifh legion, one of whom,
after his fubmiffion, cut bim in feveral places. Of the
South-Carolina line, that brave and diftinguifhed officer,
major Thomas Pinckney, ating as aid-de-camp to major-
general Gates, had his leg fhattered by a tufket-balt,
and fell into the hands of the conquerors.

The Americans loft eight field-pieces, the whole of
their ariillery, upwards of two hundred waggons, and
the greateft part of their baggage. The lofs of the Bri-
tith, in killed and wounded, was about three hundred.
The royal army fought with great bravery ; but their
faccefs was in a great meafurc owing to the precipitate
flight of the militia, and the fuperiority of their cavalry.

TarLeTON’s DEFEAT. Fanuary 171k, 1781,

Thefe fucceffes, the appearance of an American army,

2 Gncere attatchment to the caufe of independence, and
the impolitic condu@® of the Britith, induced feverai
pesfoins to refeme their arms, and to a& in concert with
the -
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the detatchment of continertals. Lord Cornwallis wifk:
“ed to drive general Mor'g:m from his ftation, and to de.
ter the inhabitants from joining him. Lieutenant-colone]
Tarleton, at the he¢ad of a thoufand regulars, was or-
dered to execute this bufinefs. The Britith had two:
field-pieces, and the fuperiority of numbers in the pro.
portion of five to four, and particularly ot cavalry, in the
proportion of three to one. Befides this inequality of
force, two thirds of the troops under general Morgan
were militia.  With thele fair profpeéts of fuccefs lieu.
tenant-colonel T'arleton, on the fcventeenth of January
1781, engaged general Morgan, with the expetation of
drmng hiin out of the country. Genceral Morgan had
obtained early intelligence of Tarleton’s force and ad.
vances, and drew up his men in two lines. ‘The whole
of the fouthern militia, with one hundred and ninety
from North-Carolina, undzr major M‘Dowel, were put
under the command of coloncel Pickens. Thele formed
the firft line, and were advanced a few hundred yards
before the fecond, with orders to form on the right of
the fecond when forced to retire. 'The fecond line con.
fifted of the light-infantry, under licutenant-colonel How.
ard, and a {mali corps of Virginia militia riflemen. Lieu.
tenant colonel Waihington, with his cavalry, and about.
forty-five militiamen mounted and equipped with fwords, .
under licutenant-colonel M¢Call, were drawn up at fome
diftance ia the rear of the whole. ‘I'he Americans were
forwned before the Britith appeared in fight. Licutenant.
colonel Tarleton halted and formed his men, when at
the diltance of about two hundred and fifty yards from
the front line of general Morgan’s detatchment. As
foon as the Britith had formed thev began to advance
with a thout, a:d powered in an incefant fire of mufket-
ry. Colonel Pickens direCted the militia under his com-
mand not to fire till the Britith were wittiin forty or fitty
yards. This crder, though executed with great firm.
nefs and fuccefs, was not futhicient to repel the advancing
foe. 'The American militia were obliged to rutire, but
weis foon rallied by their officers. Tne Britifh advaneed

ra.pif:!y ‘
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npidly and engaged the fecond line, which, after a mofk
“obitinate confli@t, was compelled toretreat to the cawalry.
In this crifis of the battle lieutenunt-colonel Wathington
made a fuccefsful charge upon licutenant colonel 'larie-
ton, who was cutting down the militia. Lieutenant co-
lonel Howard, almeft at the fame moment, rallied the
continental troops, and charged with fixed bayonets.
The example was inflantly foilowed by the militia. No-
thing could exceed the aftonifhment and confufion of
the Britith, occafioned by thefe unexpelted charges.
Their advance fell back upon their rear, and communi-
cated a panic to the whcle. In this moment of confu-
fion licutenant-colonel Howard called to them ¢ to lay
down their arms,” and promifed them good quarters.
Upwards of five Lhundred accepted the cffer and furren-
dered. The firflt batalion ot the feventy firft regiment,
and {wo Britifh light infantry comparics laid down their
arms to the American militis. Previous to this general
furrender, three hundred of the corps, commanded by
lieutenant-coionel Tarieron, had been killed, wocunded
or taken. Light hundred fiand of arms, two field. pieces,
and thitty -five baggapge-waggons, alfo fell iuto the hands
of the Americans. Lieutenant-cclune! Wafhington pur-
fued the Britifh cavalry for feveral miles, but a great
part of them efcaped. The Americans had only twelve
men killed, and fixry wounded. General Morgan, whoie
abilitics were difcovered by the judicious difpefition of
bis force, and whofe altivity was confpicuous through
every part of the ation, obtained the univeifal applaule.
of bis countrymen, And there never wis a commander
better fupported than he was by the officers and men of
his detacnment.  ‘The g'orv and importance of this ac-
tion refounded from one end of the continent to the
other. It re-animated the defponding triends of Ame..
rica, and feemed to be like a refurretion from the dead,
to the feuthern fiates. ‘

DaTTLE
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BaTTLE of GUuiLFORD, March 16¢h, 1981,

ExtraZ of a Lettor from GEngraL GREENE.

Sir,

Oan the morning of the fitteenth, eur reconnoiterin
parties reported the enemy advancing on the great Salif.
bury road. The army was drawn up in three lines,

The greater part of this country is a wildernefs, with
8 few cleared fields interfperfed here and there. Ths
army was drawn up upon a large hill of ground, fut
rounded by other hills, the greateft part of which was
covered with timber and thick underbruth. The froat
line was pofted with two field pieces, jult on the edge of
the woods, and the back of a fente, which ran paralle
with the line, with an open field direétly in their front,
The fecond line was in the woods, about three hundred
yards in the rear of the firft, and the comtinental troops
sbout three hundred yards in the rear of the fecond,
witp a double front, as the hill drew to a point where
thecy were pefted, and on the right and letr were twe
old fields. In this pofition we waited the approach of
the enemy, having previoufly fent off the baggage to this
place, appointed to rendezvous at, in cafe of a deteat.

The aftion commenced by a cannonade which lafted
sbout twenty minutes, when the enemy advanced in
theece columns. The whole moved through the old ficlds
to attack the North Carolina brigades, who waited the
attack until the enemy got within about one hundred
end forty yards, when part of them began a fire, but s
confiderable part left the ground without firing at all,
The general and field officers did all they could to induce
the men to ftand their ground; but neither the advan-
taged of the pofition, nor any other confideration could
induce them to ftay. General Stevens and generst
Lawfon, and the field officers. of their brigades were
more fuccefsful in their exertions The Virginia militis
gave the enemy a warm reception, and kept up a he;vy
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‘fied for a long times but being beat back, the a&ion be.

came general almoft every where. The corps of ob.

fervation under Wathington and Lee were warmly en-
d, and did great cxccution. In a word, the confli®

was long and fevere, and the enemy only gained their

point by fuperior difcipline.

They having broken the fecond Maryland regiment,
and turned our left flank, and got into the rear of the
Virginia brigade, and appearing to be gaining our right,
which would have encircled the whole of the continental
troops, I thoupht it mcft advifeable to order a retreat.
We retreated in good order to the Reedy Fork river, and
croffed at the ford, about three miles from the field of
altion, where we halted and drew up the troops, until we
colleéted moft of our firagglers. We loft our artillery
and- two ammunition waggons, the greateft part of the
herfes being killed before the retreat began, and it being
impoffible to move the pieces but along the great road.
After collefting our ftragglers, we retired to this camp,
ten miles diftant from Guilford. .

'The firmnefs of the officers and foldiers, during the
whole campaign, has been almoft unparallelled. Anfdft
innumerable difficultics, they have difcovered a degree
of magnanimity and fortitude that will forever add a
Wftre to their military reputation.

NaTHANIEL GREENE,

BATTLE of the EuTAWw S:RrINGS.,

September 11k, 1781,

In my difpatch of the 15th of Auguft I informed your
Excellency that we were on our march for Friday's Ferry
to form a junion with the ftate troops, and a body of
militia colleting at thatplace, with an intention to mnake
an attack upon the Britith army lying at colonel Thomp-
fon’s, near M¢Cord’s ferry. On the 27th, on our arri-

val near Friday’s Ferry, I got intelligence that the enemy
were retiring,
~ We
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We crofied the river at Howel’s ferry, and took pok
at Motte’s plantation. Here I got intelligence that thgdf
enemy had halted at the Ewtaw Springs, about forty mile {
below us; and that they had a reinforcement, and were |
making preparations to eftablith a permanent polt there, |
To precvent this I was determined rather to hazard-anl

+ altion, notwithftanding our numbers were greatly inferior
to their’s, On the sth we began our march, our bag.
gage and ftores having been ordered to Howel’s ferry, -
under a proper guard. We moved by flow and eafy
marches, as well to difguifle our realintention, as to give
geuneral M.rion an opportunity to join us, who had been |
fent for the fupport of colonel Harding, a report of
which I tran{mitted in my letter of the gth, dated at
Maybrick’s .Creek. General Marion joined us on the
evening of the 7th, at Curdell’s plantation, {:ven miles
from the enemy’s camp.

The legion and ftate troops formed our advance, and
were to rctire upon the flanks upon the enemy’s forming.
In this order we moved on to thes attack, the legion and |

ftate troops fell in with a party of the cnemiy’s horfe and |
fodt "about four miles from their camp, who mittaking
our people for a party of militia, charged them brifkly, -
but were foon convinced of tiieir miftake by the reception
they met with; the infantry of the ftate troops kept up
a heavy fire, and the legion in front under captain Ru.,
dolph chargad them with fixed bayonets, they fled onall
fides, leaving four or five dead on the ground, and
fecveral more wounded. As this was fuppofed to be the
advance of the Britifh ariny, our front iinc was ordered
to form and move en brifkly in line, the legion and ftate
troops to take their polition upon the flanks., Al the
country is covered with timber from the place the altion
began to the Eutaw Springs.  The firing bepan again be-
tween two and three miles from the the Britifh camp.
The militia were ordered to keep advancing .as they
fired. ‘The enemy's sdvanced parties were driven in, and
a nwoft tremendous fire began on both fides from right
to left, and the legion and ftate troops were clofely ene
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pged. They kept up a heavy and well direfted fire,
and the enemy returned it with equal f{pirit, for they
really fought worthy of a better caufe, and great exzcu-
tion was done on both fides.

In this ftage of the altion the Virginians under lieu-
tenant colonel Campbell, and the Maryland troops under
colonel Williams, were led on te a brifk charge with
trailed arms, through a heavy cannonade, and a thower
| of mufquet balls. Nothing could exceed the gallantry and
firmnefs of both officers and {oldiers upon this occafion.
They preferved their order, and prefled on with fuch un-
fhaken refolution, that they bore down all before them.
The enemy weie routed in all quarters.

A party threw themfelves into a large three ftory brick
houfe, that ftands near the Springs, others took poft in
a picquetted garden, while others were lodged in an im-
peactrable thicket, confifting of a cragged fhrub called
a Black Jack. Thus fecured in front and upon the right
by the houfe and a deep ravine, upon the left by the
picquetted garden, and in the impenetrable fhrubs, and
the rear alflo being fecured by the fprings and deep hol-
low ways, the enemy renewced the altion. Every exertion
| was made to diflodge them. Licutenant colonel Wafthing-
ton made moift aftonithing efforts to get through the
thicket to charge the enemy in rear, but found it im.
praticable, and had his horfe fhot under him, and was
wounded and taken prifoner. Colonel Wafhington faile
ing in his charge upon the left, and the legion bafiled in
| in an attempt npon the right, and finding our-infantry
gilled by the fire of the enemy, and our ammunition
moftly confumed, though both officers and men con-
tinued to exhibit uncommon aéts of heroifm, I thought
proper to retire out of the fire of the houfe, and draw
Up the troops at a little dittance in the woods, not think-
| ing it advifeable to pufh our advantages further, being
perfuaded the enemy could nor hold the poft many hours,
and that our chance to attack them on the retreat was
better than a fecond attempt t diflodge them, in which,
if we fecceeded, it muft be atltcaded with confiderable lofs.

TLlis
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T4 CApTURE of LorD CorRNwALLIS,

Oétober 19, 1781,

Lord Cornwallis conceived him{elf bound by inftruc.
tions from Sir Henry Clinton, to defend the pofts of
York and Gloucefier. In obedience to thefe orders, and
in expeltation of fuccour from New.-Yoik, he prepared
for a fiege, by intrenching his army on both fides of
of York river. The militia of the ftate 6! Virginia were
called out to fervice, and were commanded by governor
Nelfon. The French and American troops marched for-
ward with fuch expedition, that, on the laft day of Sep-
tember, thev clofcly invefted lord Cornwalbis in York-
Town; the French extending from the river above the
town to a morafs in the centre, where they were met by
the Americans who occupied the oppofite fide, from the
river to that fjor. 'i'he poft at Gloucefter Point, wasat
the fame time invefted by the duke de L:uzun with his
legion, and a number of Virginia militia commanded by
general Weedon y but the operations on that fide was
little more than a warm fkirmith, in which the duke de
Lauzun compeiled licutenant. colonel Larleton to retire,

‘The trenches were opened by the combined armies,
@n the might of the fixth of O¢tober, and their attacks
- were cartied on with great vigor. The fhells from the
befiegers reached the {hips in the harber, and the Charon,
of forty-four guns, with fome of the tranfports, were
burned. On the night of the eleventh of Otober, they
began their fecond parallel, at the diftance of three bun-
dred yard. from the works or the befieged.

Lord Cornwallis was foon convinced, that the poft
which he- occupied was incapable ot refiiting the force
oppoled to it; but, in the confident expeCtation of aid
from New-York, he declined attempting a rctgcaf;.qu‘

hazarding an engagzment in the open field. His hopes

were farcher confirmed by a letter from Sir Henry Clise

ton, by which ke was informed that relief would fail %
bost
-4
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bout the fifth of O&tober. But it fo happened, that the
delays which nmeceflarily occurred in equipping and re-
- fitting the fleet, deltined for York-Town, made the
fulfilment of this engagement impoflible.

Two redoubts, which were advanced about three hun-
.- dred yards on the left of the Britith, greatly impeded the

was theretore refolved upon. To excite a fpirit ot emu-
lation, the redullion of one was committed to the

marched to the aflault with unloaded arms, pafled the
+abbatis and palifades, and, attacking on all fides, carrie:l

rens, on this occafion, perfonally took the commanding
efficer of the redoubt, but faved him from the fate which
vfually attends thofe who are taken by ftorm. Colonel
Hamilton, who condulted this fuccefsful enterprife with
fo much addrefs and intrepidity, and who is no lefs dif.
tinguithed for literary than for military talents, in his
réport of the tranfallion to the marquis de la Fayette,
mentioned, to the honor of his detachment, ¢ that in.
capable of imitating examples of barbarity, and forgetting
ﬁnt provocations, they fpared every man that ceafed
® reiil.”

. but loft a confiderable number of men. Thefe two works,
which had heretofore embarraffed the operations of the
beiiegers, by being included in the fecond parallel, were
made fubfervient to their ulterior defigns.

The inferior numbers. of the garrifon made it improper
| for lord Cornwallis to rifk any confiderable force in the
making of fallies, and the befiegers had proceeded with

fifty men. Thaey fucceeded fo far as to force two ad-

. progrefs of the combined armies. An atttack on thefe.
French—of the other to the A:nericans. The latter -

the redoubt in 2 few minutes. Lieutenant-colonel Lau--

The French were equally fuccefsful on their fide, Thep
arried the redoubt committed to them with rapidity, -

T

fo much regularity and caution, that nothing lefs than a .
ftrong attack could make any impreflion. On the morn- |
ng of the fixteenth, licutenant colonc! Abercrombie was
ofdered to make a fortie, with about three hundred and -

vanced redoubts, and te fpike elcven picces of cannon, |
. befides -
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pefides killing and wounding a confiderable number of
the French troops. Though the cfficers and foldiers dif.
played great bravery in this enterprife, yet their fuccefs
produced no effential advantage. The cannon, which had
been haftily fpiked, were foon again rendered fit for fer.
vice. By this time the works of the befieged were {o far

defiroyed, that they could fcarcely fhew a tingle gun,
Jord Cornwallis had now no choice left but either to
prepare for a furrender, or to make his efcape. He de.
termined to attempt the latter, hoping that at leaft it
might retard the fate of his army. Boats were prepared
under different pretexts, but with the intention of re.
cciving the troops at ten at night, in order to pats them
over to Gloucefter Point, from whence a paflage to the
open country was not altogether hopelefs. In the exe.
cution of this defign, the firit embarkation had arrived
at Gloucefter Point, and a part of the troops were land-
ed, when the weather, which was then moderate and
¢calm, inftantly changed to a moft violent ftorm of wind
snd rain. The boats were all driven down the river,
hich not only fruftrated the original tcheme, but made

. ot impoffible to bring back the boats from Gloucefter.

| %‘q’hc royal army, thus weakened and divided, was expofed
to increafed danger till the next day, when the boats re.
surned and the troops were brought back.

. By this time the works of the befieged were fo broken,
that they were afluilable in many places, and the troops
were exhaufted by conflant watching and unceafing fa-
tigue. The time in which relief from New-York was
promifed had elapfed. Longer refiflance could anfwer
no purpofe, and might occafion the lots of many valuable
lives. Lord Cornwallis therefore, on the feventeenth,
wrote a letter to general Wathington, requefting a ceffa.
tion of arms for twenty four hours, and that commiffion«
ers might be appointed for terms of capitulation. It is
remarkable, while lieuteaant-cgplonecl Laurens, tife offieer
employed by general Walhington on this occafion, was
drawing up articles by which a numerous Britith army
became prifoners, that his father was clofely contined in
the tower of London, ; Thd
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The pofis of York and Gloucefier were {urendered on -
the nineteenth of O&tober. T'he honor of marching out
with colours flying, which had been denied to general
Lincoin, on his giving up Charlefton, was now refufed
to earl Cornwallis, and general Lincoln was appointed to
receive the fubmiflion of the royal army at York-Town,
precifely in the fame way his own had been condudted
about eighteen months b-fore. The troops of every kin.l
furrendcred pritoners of war exceeded feven thoufand
men, but the effctive men at that time was very little
morce than halt that number.  The officers and foldiers
retaincd their baggage and cff: &+, bue all vifible plun.
dered property was hiable to be reclaimed.

Lord Cornwaliis endeavored to cbtain permiffion for
the Britith and G rman troops to return to their refpece
tive countries, under engagements not to ferve againft
Frince or America; and alfo an indemnity for thofe of
the inhabitants who had jouined bun; but he was oblig-
ed to confent, that the former thould be retained in the
governments of Virzinia, Pennfylvania and Maryland
and that the latter, whofe cafe lay with the civil authori-
ty of the ftates, fhould be given up to the uncond:ticnal
mercy of their countrymen. His lordfhip, nevertheler |
obtaired permiflion for the Bonetta floop of war to pafs
unexamined, which gave an opportunity of icreening
thofe of the loyalifts who were muoft obroxious to the
refeatment of the Americans. .

The land-forces became prifoners to Congrefs, but
the feamen and fhips were affigned to the French admiral..

ik
v

. ‘A%‘ .
General WasnincToN's fareael Orders to the At‘mz:f
of the United States. *

“*Rocky Hiil, near Princeten, Novemler 2, 1783. .
HE United States in Coagrefs aflembled, after giv-

“ing the afolt honorable teitimony to thg merits of -
| O ghe. .
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the federal armied, and prefenting them with the thanks
their country, for their long, eminent and faithful fer.
vices,—having thought proper, by their proclamation.
bearing date the 18th of O&ober laft, to difcharge fuch
part of the troops as were engaged for the war, and to
permit the officers on furlough to retire from fervice,
from and after to-morrow, waich proclamation hath been
communicated 12 the public papers, for the information
and government of all concerncd,—it only remains for
the Commander in Chict to addrefs himfelf once more,
and that for the laft tue, to the armies of the United
States (however widely difperfed the individuals who
compofe them may be) and to bid them an affetionate,
—a long farewell.

But before ‘the Commander in Chief takes his final
leave of thote he ho!ds mioit dear, he withes to indulge
himfelf a few moments in calling to mind a {light review
of the paft,—he will chen taks the Liberty of exploring,
with his military friends, their future profpe&ts—of ad.
vifing the general line of condudt, which, in his opinion,
ought to be purfucd ;—and he will conclude the addrefs,
by exprefling the obligations he feeis himielt under for
the fpirited and able aili tance he has experienced from
them, in the performunce of an arduous cifice.

A contemplation of the compleat attainment (at a pe-
riol earlier than could have been expelled) of the ob-
je€t for which we centended, asaintt {o formidable a
power, cannot but infpire us with altoniihment and gra-
titude.—The difadvantagecus circumftances on our part,,
under which the war was undertaken, can never be tor.
gotten.—The fingular interpofitions of J’rovidence in our
fecble condition, were fuch as could fcarcely efcape the
attention of thie moft unobi:rving.—while the unparal
leled perfeverance of the armies of the United States,
through almoft every poflible fuffering and difcourage-
ment, for the fpace of eight long years, was little ti.ont
of a flanding miracle. _

It is not the meaning, nor within the compafs of this
addrefs, to detail the hardthips peculiarly incident to out

fervice,
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| fervice, or to defcribe the diftrefles, which in feveral in-

flances have refulted from the extremes of hunger and
" pakednefs, combined with the rigots of an inclement
feafon ;—nor is it neceflary to dwell on the dark fide of
our paft affairs.—Every American officer and foldier muft
now confole himfelf for any vnpleafant circumftances
which may have occurred, by a recolletion of the un-
common fcenes in which he has been called to aét no in-
glorious a part, and the aftonithing events of which he
has been a witnefs ;—events which have feldom, if ever
betore, taken place in the ftage of human altion, nor
can they probably ever happen again. For who has be-
fore feen a difciplined army formed at once from fuech
raw materials? Who that was not a witnefs could ima-
gine, that the moft violent local prejucices could ceafe
fo foon, and that men who came trom the different parts
of the continent, firongly difpoled by the habits of edu-
cation, to defpide and quarrel with each other, would
inftantly become but one patriotic band of brothers ? or
who that was not on the fpot can trace the fteps, by
which fuch a wonder!ul revolution has been effelted, and
fuch a glorious period put to all our warlike toils ¢-

It is univerfally acknowledged that the enlarged pro-
fpe@ts of happinels, opened by the confirmation of our
independence and fovereignty, almoft exceeds the power
of defcription : And fhall not the brave men who have
contributed {o eflentially to thefe ineftimable acquifitions,
retiring victorious from the ficld of war :o the field of
agricuiture, participate in all the bleflings which have
been obtained ? In fuch a republic, who will exclude
them from the rights of citizens, and the fruits of theire
labour< ? In fuch a country, fo happily circumftanced,
the purfuits of commerce. and the cuitivation of the foil,
will untold to induftry the certain road to competence.—
To thiote hardy foldiers, who are a&uated by the fpirit
of adventure, the fitheries will afford ampie and profita-
ble cinpioyment 5 and the extenfive and fertile regions
of the welt wiil yield a moft happy afylum to thofe, who,
. fond of Jomiftic enjoyment, are feeking for perfonal in-
\ dependence.



( 100 )

dépendence. Nor is it poflible te conceive that any ¢f
the United States will prefer a national bankruptcy, and
a diffolution of the union, to a compliance with the re.
quifitions of Congrefs, and the payment of its juft debty,,
fo that the oflicers and foldiers may expet conﬁdcrab}c
aflitance, in recommencing their civil occupations, from
the {fums due to them from the public, which muft and
will. moft inevirablv be paid.

In order to effe@ this defirable purpofe, and to re.
move the prejudices which may have teken pofieflion of
the minds of any of the good people of the States, itis
earncitly recommended to ail the troops, that, with {trong
attachments to the union, they fhould carry with them
into civil fociety the moft conciliating difpotitions ; and
that they thould not prove themfelves lefs virtuous and
ufeful citizens, than they have been perfevering and viéte. |
rious foldiers.— What though there thould be {fome envi.
ouws individuals, who are unwilling ro pay the debt the
public has contralted, or to yield the tribute due to merit;
yet le: fuch unworthy treaunent produce no invedtive,
or any inftance ot intemperate condult,—let it be remem.
bered; that that the unbiafled voice of the free citizens
of the United States- has< promifed the juit reward, and
given the merited applaufc,—ler it be known and re.
membered, that the repuiation of the federal arniiesis
eitablifhed beyond the reach of malevolence, and leta
confciowtnefs of their atchievements and tame bl incite
the men who compofed them to honorable aéticns, urder
the perfuafion, that the prn ate virtues of wconony, prus
dence “and induftry, will nct be lefs amaoe in v
lite, than the more fplendid qn\lmes of valor, pe.fe
verance and enterprize, were in the tieid j—Every one
may reft affured that much, very much of the future {
happinels of the officers and inen, wi'l depend upon the
wife and manly cenduét which fhall be adoped by them, -
when they are mingled with the great body of the com-
munity. And although the gen-ral has fo [requendy
given it as his opizion, in the mcit public and explicit 1

manner, that unleis the principics of the [eedera] governe
ment ‘

[
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ment were properly fupported, and the powers of the
union encreafed, the honor, dignity and juftice of the
sation would be lofl forever: Yet he cannot help repeat-
. ing on this occzfion fo intercfting a fentiment, and leava
ing it as his laft injunétion to every officer and every
foldier, who may view the fubjeft in the fame ferious
point of light, to add his beft endeavors, ta. thole of
his worthy fellow citizens, towards effedling thefe great
and valuable purpofes, on which our very exiftence as a
nation fo materially depends.

The Communder in Chief conceives little is now want.
ing to enabie the foldier to change his military charadter
into that of the citizen, but that fteady and decent tenor
of behavior, which has generally ditinguifhed, not only
the army under his immediate command, but the dif-
ferent detachments and feparate armies, through the
courfe of the war; from their good fenfc and prudence, he
anticipated the happizft confequences, and while he con-
gratulates them on the gloricus occafion waich renders
their {ervices in the field no longer neceflury, he wifhes
to exprefs the ftrong obligations he fecls himfelf under,
for the affitance he has received from every clafs, and
in every inttance. He prefents his thauks in the mof
ferious and offeCtionate manrer to the General Cfhcers,
as well for their ccuncil on many interefting occafions, as
for their ardor in promot'ng the {uccefs ot the plans he
had adopted ; to the commundants of regiments and corps,
and to the other officers, for their great zeal and atten.
tion in carrying his orders promptly into execution; to
the (& ff, tor their alacrity and exaltuels in performing
the duties of their feveral departments; and to the non-
commiflioned officers and private foldiers, for their ex-
traordin .ry patience in fuftering, as well as their invinci- -
ble fortitule in aftion; to the various branches of the
army, the General takes this [aft and folemn opportunity
of profefling his inviolable aitachment and friendthip.—
He withes more than bare profeffions were in his power,
that he was really able to be ufetul to them allin future
kfe.—}1e flatters himfclt however, they will do him the

Juftice
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Juftice ¢o believe, that whatever cou!d with propriety be
attempted by him, has been done.—And being now to
conclude thefe his laft public orders, to take his ultimate
leave, in a fhort time, of the military charalter—and to
bid a final adicu to the armies he has fo long had the
honor to command,—he can only again offer, in their
behalf, his recommendations to their grateful country,
and his prayers to the God of armies.—May ample juftice
be done them here, and may the choiceft of Heaven’s
favors, both here and herea‘ter attend thofe, who under
the Divine aufpices have fecured inumerable bleflings for
others. With thefe wifhes, and this benediftion, the
Commander in Chief is about to retre from fervice—
The curtain of {eparation will foon be drawn—and the
military fcene to him will be clofed for ever.
Epwarp Hanp, Adj. General,

[

General WasHInGTON’S CIRCOLAR LETTER.

Hsad-Qartersy, Newburgh, Fune 18th, 1783,

Sir,
HE great obje&, for which I had the honor to hold
an appointment in the fervice of my country, being
accomplithed, I am now preparing to refign it into the
bands of Congrefs, and return to that domeftic retire.
meqt, which, it is well known, I left with the greateft
‘reluétance;—a retirement for which I have never ceafed
to figh through along and painful abfence,—and in which,
(remote from the neife and trouble of the world) 1 me-
ditate to pafs the remainder of life, in a fiate of undif-
turbed repofe.

But, bcfore I carry this refolution into effect, 1 thix_lk
it a duty incumbent upon me to make this my lafl officisl
communication,—to congratulate yon on the giorious
events, which Heaven has been pleafed te produce in aut
favor,—to offcr my fentiments refpecting fome important

'-{Bbjf'&"
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fubje&ts, which appear to me to be intimately conne®ed
with the tranquillity of the United Sates,— to take my
leave of your Excellency as a public charalter, and te
g've my final bleflirg to that country in whofe fervice I
bave fpent the prime of my life—for whofe fake I have
confumed fo many anxious days and watchful nights,
and whofe bappinefs being extremely dear to me, will
always conftitate no irconfiderable part of my own —
Imprefled with ihe livelieft fenfibility on the pleafing
occafion, I will claim theindulgence of dilating the more
copioufly on the fubjefts ot our mutunl felicitation ;—
When we confider the magnitude of the prize we con-
tended for, the doubtful nature of the conteft, and the
favorable manuer in which it has terminated ; we fhall
find the greateft poflible reafon for gratitude and rejoic-
ing ;—:his is a theme that will afford infinite delight to
every benevolent and liberal mind, whether the event in
* contemplation, be confidered as the {ource of prefent en-
joyment, or the parent of future happinels,—and we fhall
have equal occalien to felicitate ourfelves on the lot which
Providence has afligned us, whether we view it in a
natural, a political, or noral point of light.
The cit zens of America, placed in the moR enviable
condition, as the fole lords and proprietors of a vaft
trat ot continent, comprehending all the various {oils
and climates ot the world, and abounding with all the
necefliries and conveniences of life, are now, by the late
fatisfaCtory pacification, acknowledged to be poflefied of
abfolute freedom and independence—They are, from this
period, to be confidered as the altors on a moft com- .
fpicuous theatre, which feems to be peculiarly defigoated *
by Providence, for the difplay of human greatnefs and
felicity. —Here, they are not onlv furrounded with every
thing which can contribute to the compietion of private
and dJomeRic enjoymenr; but Heaven has crowned all its
other bleflings, by giving a fairer opportunity for politi-
cal happinefs, than any other nation has ever been favor.
ed with.— Nothing can illuftrate thefe obfervations more
forcibly, than a recolic&ion of the happy copjuncture of
| s times
i A
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times and circumfBtanccs, under which our republic of.
fumed its rank ameng the nations. The foundation ef
eur empire was not laid in the gloomy age ot ignorance
and fuperftition, but at an epocha when the rights of
maukind were better underftood and more clearly defined,
than at any former period j—the refearches of the humap
mind, after focial happinefs, have been carried to a great
exteui,—the treafures of knowledge, acquired by the
labors of philofophers, fages and legiflators, througha
long {uccetlion ~f years, are laid open for ufs, and their
collected wifdom .=.vy be happily applied in the eftablifh.
ment of our forms ot sovernment.—The free cultivation
of letters, the unbounded extenfion of commerce, the
progreilive refinement of manners, the growing liberality
of fentiment, and above all, tne pure and benign light of
revelation, have had a mciicrating influence en mankind,

‘and increafed the bleflings of focicty ;—at this awfp:icious
period, the United Statescame into exitlence as a nation,
and if their citizens thould not be completely tree and
happy, the fault will be entirely their own.

Such is our fituation, and fuch are our profpells; bat
notwith{tanding the cup of blefling is thus reached out
to us,—notwithftanding happinels is ours, if we havea
difpofition to feize the occafion and make it our own,
yet, it appears to me, there is an option ftill left to the
United States of America, that it is in their choice and
depends upon their condult, whether they wil be re.
fpectable and profperous, or contemptibie and miferable.
as a nation;—this is the time of their political proba-
tion,—this is the moment when the eyes of the whole
world are turned upon them—this is the moment to
eftablith or ruin their national chara&ter for ever,—this
is the favorable momeant to give fuch a tone to our fede-
ral government, as will cnadle it to anfwer the endsof |
its in titution ;—or this may be the ili-fated moment for
relaxing the powers of the union, anaihilating the cement J
of the confederation, and expofing us to become the fport
of European politics, which may play one (tate againft
another, to prevent their growing importance, and t0

ferve
/
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ferve their own interefted purpofes: For accerding te
the fyftem of policy the Siates fhall adopt at this mo-
ment, they will ftand or fall; and by their confirmation
or lapfe, itis yet ta be decided, whether the revoiution
muft ultimately be confidered as a blefling or a curfe,—a
blefling or a curfe, not to the prefent age alone, for with
our fate will the deftiny of unborn millions be invelved.

With this conviftion in my mind of the importance
of the prefent crifis, filence in me would be a crime,—
I will therefore fpeak to your Excellency, the language
of freedom and of fincerity, without difguife ;—1I am a-
ware, however, that thofe who ditter with me in peliti-
cal {fentiments, may perhaps remark, I am ftepping cut
of the proper line of my dutv, and they may potlibly
afcribe to arrogance or oftentation, what | kncw isalonce
the refult of the pureft intention.—But the redtitude of
my own hecart, which difdains fuch unworthy motives,
the part I have hitherto . cted in life, the detern:ination
I have formed, of not taking any fhare in public bufinefs
hereaflter, the ardent detire I fee!y and thali continue to
manifeft, of quictly enjoving in private life, after all the
toils of war, the benefits of a wife and I:beral govern-
ment, will, I flatter mylelf, fooncr or later, convince
my countrymen, t'.at I cculd have no finitter view in de-
livering, with 7. iittle refer.e, the opinions countaiued in
this addrefs.

There are four thir s, which I humbly conceive, are
eflential to the weil being, I may =ven venture to fay,
to the exiftence of the United States, wnd an Independ-
ent Power.

ift. A: -diffoluble union of the States under one fe-
deral head.

2dly. A facred regard to public juflice.

3dly. The adoption of a proper peace eftablifliment.
And, '

4thly. The prevalonce of that pacific and friend'y
difpofition among the peoplc of the Unmited States, which
will induce them to forget theic iocal prejudices and po-
licies, to make thof® mutwal cencefions whick are re-

Kk G itake
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* quifite to the general profperity, and in fome infiances,
to facrifice their individual advantages to the intereft of
the ccmmunity.

Thefe are the piliars on which the plorious fabric of
eur independence and national charadter muft be {up.
ported.—Liberty is the bafis,—and whoever would dare
to fap the fcundation, or overturn the ftruture, under
whatever fpecious pretext he may attempt ir, will merit
the Dittereft execration, and the fevereft punithment
which can be infiifted by his injured country.

On tie three firft articles, I will make a few obfervati.
ons—Ileaving the lull to.the good fenfe and ferious confis
ceration of thete immediately concerned.

Under the fir/ head, althicugh it may not be neceffa.
ry or preper tor me in thic place, to enter into a parti.
cular difquiiiticn of the principles of the union, and to
take up the great qucfltion, which has becn frequently
agitated, whether it be expedient and requifite tor the
S:ates to deicgate a larger proportion ot power to Con-
greis, or not;—yet it will be a parc of my duty, and
that of every true patriot, to aflert without referve, and
to iniitt upon the following propolitions :—That unlefs
the ftates wiil fufter Congrefs to preferve thofe preroga
t:ves, they are undoubtedly vefted with by the conftitu-
tion, every thing mult very rapidly tend to anarchy and
confufion.—Thut it is indifpenfible to the happinefs of
the individual Stares, thot there fhould be lodged fome-
where, a {upreme power, to regulate and govern the ge-
neral concerns of the Confederated Republic, without
which the union cannot be ot long duration.—"Tlat there
rauit be a faithful and pointed compliance, on the part
of every State, with the late propofals and demands of
Congrefs, or the meft fatal confequences will enfue.—
Thar whatever meafures have a tendency to ditfolve the
union, or contribute to violate or lcflen the fovereign
authority, ought to be confidered as hofiile to the libere
ty and independence of Amcerica, 2and the authors of them
treated accerdin iv.—And lafilv, That unlefs we can be

enabled, by the concurrence of the States, to particripat;
o .
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of the fruits of the revolution, and enjoy the effential
benefits of civil fociety under a form of government {fo
free and uncorrupted, fo happily guarded againft the
danger ot opprefiion, as has been devifed and adopted
. by the articles of confederation,—that it will be a {ubjett
of regret, that fo much blood and treafure have been la-
vithed for no purpofe, that fo many fufferings have been
encountered, without a compenfation, and that {o many
facrifices have been made in vain.  Manv other confide-
rations may be adduced to prove, that without an eutire
conformity to the f{pirit of the union, we cannot exiit s
an Independent Power,—it will be fufficient for my pre-
fent purpofe to mention, but one or two, which fcem to
me of the greateft importance :—It is only in cur urited
charalter as an empire, thit our independence is ac-
knowledoed, that our power can be regarded, or crr
credit 1 mnorteJ among foreign nations.—'I'he treaties of
the Furopean powers with the United States of America,
wiil have no validity on a dilolution of the union.——
We (hail b« ¢t pearly in a ttate of nature, or we may

find bv orr reviy 'OV exp?rience, that there is a na-
tural 2000 - e cdioa from the cx're'n° “f anar-
cny ty the ¢ #oevinny 3 oand that arlyrrary power
st eany oo o4 ae ruims of liberty abmcu )
licena 1in- 1

As to the - [ cle, which I‘Cﬁ):’ﬂs the Pfrform-
ance of pud’ e, Congrels have, in their late ad-

drefs to the U States, aimoft extuantted the fubjeet,
—they itave explaincd rheir ddeas 1o tilivy and have en.
forced the Obnh‘"“m)nb the States are vader to 1onder coai-
pcat juitice to all thie pdh"(. crea: tors, with fo inneh dige
pity and energy, that ' my ennion, no real fricad o
the hicror and indenendence oi Americx, can L te s
fingle moment refpelting the propricty of cemiplying
with the luit and lLionorabie meafures propofed 5 if their
arguments do not producce conviCtion, | know of nsthing
that will have ereater iuflneuce, efpe. "'v when we reu
collet, that the fvm m referred to, bun 7 the reiuit of the
collc&ed witdom of the coatinent, nautt be 2ftezmed, if
nos
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not perfelt, certainly the lealt exceptionable of any thag
could be devifed ; and that, if it {hall net be carried into
immediate execution, national bankruptev, with all ity
deplorable confequences, will take place before anv diffes
rent plan can pcfiidbiy be propofed or adopted 3 fo pref-
fing are the predent circurflances, and fuch is the alter.
mative now offired to the States.

The ability of the country to diicharge the debts which
have been incurred in its defence, is not to be doubted.
— An inchination, I flatrer myteif, will net be wanting—
‘The path of our duty is piain before us—Honefty, will
be found, en every experiment, to be the beit and only
true policy.—l.et us then, as a nation, be juft—Let us
fulfil the public contralts, which Congrefs had undoubt.
¢dly a right to make for the purpofe of carrying on the
war, with the fume good faith we fuppofe ourfelves
bound to perform our private engagements—In the mean
time, let an attention to the cheartul performance of
their proper bufinets, as individuals, and as members of
fociety, be earnefliy inculcated on the citizens of Ame-
rica; then they will ftrengthen the hands of government,
and be happy under its proteltion—every one will ‘reap
the fruit of his labors—every one will enjoy Lis own ac.
quifitions, without molcftation, and without daunger.

In this {tate ot abfolute frecdom and perteét {ecurity,
who will grudge to yield a very little of hLis property to
fupport the comnmon interefls of fucicty, and enfure the
proteltion of guvernment ? Who does not reme. iber the
frequent declarations, at the commencement of the war,
that we fthou!d be compietely futisfied, if at the expence
of one half, we could defend the remainder of our pof-
1-flions ? Where is the man to be found, who withes to
remain indebted, for the defence of his own perfon and |
preperty, to the exertion, the bravery, and the blood of
others, without making on¢ generous effurt to pay the
debt of honor and of gratitede ? In what part of the con-
tinent fhall we find any man, or body of imen, who
would not bluth to ttand up, and prepofc meafures pure
pofely calculated to rob the foldier of his tipend, and the

public
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public creditor of hisdue? And were it poffible that fuch a
flagrant inftance of injuftice could ever happen, would it
.pot excite the general indigration, and tend to bring
down upon the authors of fuch meatures, the aggravate

vengeance of hLeaven ?

If, after ali, a {pirit of difunion, or a temper of obfti-
pacy and perverfenels thould maniteft wiclf in anv ot the
States ; it fuch an ungracious difpotition fhould attempt
to fruitrate all the happy elfets tiiat might be expelted
to flow from the union; if there {liould be a refufal to
comply with requifitions for funds te difcharge the an-
nual interett of the public debts, and if that refufal thould
revive ail thofe jcaloufies and produce all thole evils
which are now happily remcved ; Congrels, who have
is all their tranf{alticns thewn a oreat degree of magaani-
mity and juftice, wili ftand juftiiied in the fight ot God
and man ; and that Stage alone, which puts idelf in cp-
pofition to the agzresatz wifdom of the continent, and
fellows fuch pernicious counciis, wili be refponiidle for
al the confequences,

For my own part, confcious of having 2&led, while a
fervant of the public, in the manner I corceived fuited
to promote the real interefts of my country; having, in
confequence of mv fixed belief, in fome meafure, pledg-
ed myfelt to the army, that their couniry would finuily
do them complete and ample juftice, and not withing to
couceal any initance of my eflicial condult from the
eves of the world, I have ticuaht proper to tranfmit 1o
your Lxceilency, the nuclofed collection cf papers, rela.
tive to the hulr-pav an] commuraticn grunted by Con.
grels, to tiie uific.rs of the army j—iro.a thefe commu-
nicdtions, myv decided fertiment wiil be clearly comprz-
hended, togethier with the conciuiive reafons wiich -
duced me, at an earl periol, to recomniend the adeptica
of this meafure in the meft e-ruct and firious mannes.

As the procecdings of Congreis, e army, and myicif
e cpen to all, and conizin, iy optaion, fuflicins
mformatizn ta3 remove the pijacice ani eriors which
Ray have peen qutertaned by any, Ithink it vaneczuiy

. N
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to fay any thing more, than juft to obferve, that the re.
folutions of Congrefs, now aliuded to, are as undoubted.
ly and abfolutely binding upon the United States, a
the n.oft folemn ats of confederation or legiflation

As to the idea which, I am informed, has, in fome in.
fiance; prevailed, that the half-pay and commutation are
to bz resarded merely in the odious light of a pention, it
ought to be exploded for ever ;—that provifion thould
b: viewed, as it really wae, a reai'omblc compenfation
otfered by Congre!s, at a time when they had nothing

elfc to give to otticers of the army, for {ervices then to
be @rformcd It was the only means to prevent a total
dcre‘nchon of the fervice. It w s apaitof their hire; 1
may be allowed to fay, it was the price of their blood,
and of vour independence—it is thercfore more thana
common debt—it is a debt of honor,—it can never be
confidered as a penfion or gratuity, nor be cancclled
until it is fairly difcharged.

With regard to a difiinétion between officers and fol-
diers, it is fufhicient that the uniform experience of every
nation of the world, ccmbined with our own, provesthe
utiiity and proprictv ot the difcrimination—Rewards in
proportion to the ails the pubiic desives from them, are
unqueftionzhiy due to ail iss icrunts ; in fome lines, the
foldiers ltave, perhape, genzrally had as amnple compenfa.
tion for their {srvicer, by the large bount'cs which have
been paid thiem, as their oflicers will receive in the pro-
poled comnutatien; in cthers, if belides the donation
of lands, the peyment of arrearages of cloathing and
wages {in which aiticles =l tlie component parts of the
army mutt be put 'pON tlz" fame fooxmg) we tuke into
the cllimate, the bounties many of the foldiers have re-
ceived, and the gratuity of one years-full pay, which is
prom: tcd to a!l, polnibly the'r fiiuation (every circume-
ftance beiny duly coniiicred) will not be deemed lefs elie
gible thun ‘that of thir ofiicers -,—ﬂmuld a further re-
ward, howsver, b: Juldged equita I will venture t0
affert, no one wild er. joy greater fati fachcn th.an myfclf
ou {eeirg «n exemptica from taxes ‘cr a lLumited n‘n}{.

(v 2ucd



( rrr )

fwhich has been petitioned for in fome inltances) or any
other adequate immunity, or compeniation, granted to
the brave defenders of their country’s caule 5 but neither
the adoption or rejection of this propofition will in any
manner effcét, much {efs militate againft the aét of Con-
grefs, by which they have offered five years full pay, in
lieu of halt pay for life, which has been before promifed
to the officers of the army.

Before I conclude the tubjeét of public juftice, I can.
not omit to mention the obligations this country is under
to that meritoricus clafs of veteran non-commiflioned of-
ficers, and privates, who have been difcharged for ina-
bility, in confequence of the reiolution of Congrefs, of
the 23d of April 1582, on an annual penfion for life ;—
their peculiar fuficrings, their fingular merits and claims
to that provifion, necd only be known, to intereft all
the feelings of humanity in their behal{—mnothing but a
punétual payment of their annual allowance, can refcue
them from the molt cemplicated mifery, and nothing
could be a more melancholy and diftrefling fight, than
to behio!d thofe who have fhed their blood, or loft their
limbs in the fervice of their country, without a fheiter,
without a friend, and without the means of obtaining a.
By of the neceflaries or comforts of life, compelled to beg
their daily bread from door to door—Suffer me to recom.
mend thofe of th's delcription, belonging ro your flate,
to the warmeft patronage of your Exceilency and your
legiflature.

It is neceilary to fay but a few words on the third to-
pic which was propofed, and which regards particuiarly
the defence of the republic.  As there can be little doubt
but Congrefs will recommend a prcper peace eftzbiith-
ment for the United Stares, in which a due attention
will be paid to the importence cof piacing the militia of
the Union upon a regular and refpeiable footing; if (his
fhould be the cafe, I would beg leave to urge toe greit
advantage of it in the ftrorgeit terms.—'Uhe militia of
this country muft be conlidered as the patladium ct our
fecurity, and the firft efeélual refoit in cefe o & Lofiitity ;—

1t
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it is efiential, therefore, that the fame fyllem fhould per.
vade the whole—that the tormation and difcipline of the
militia of the continent, fhould be abfolutely uniform,
and that the fame fpecies of arins, accoutrements, and
military apparatus, fhould be introduced in every part of
the United States.—Ne one who tas not learned from
experience, can conceive the difhiculty, expence, and con.
fution, which refult from a contrary {yftem, or the vague
arrangements which have hitherto prevaiied

If in treating of political points, a greater latitude thas
ufual has been taken in the courfe of this addrefs—tue
importance of the crifis, and the magnitude of the ob.
jedts in difcuflion, muflt be 1ay apology ;—it is however,
neither my with nor exvectation that the preceeding ob-
fervaszions, fhould claim cny regard, except to far as they
fhall appear to be dictated by a good intention, confon-
ant to the immmutabie rules of juiiice, calculated to pro-
duce a iiberza! {yftem of policy, and founded on whatever
experierice may have been acquired, by a long and clofe
attention to public buunels.

Here I might {peak with more contidence, from my
aftual obfervation ; and if it would not twell this letter,
(already too prolix} beyond the bounds I had preferibed
io myfclf, I could demonfirate to every mind open to
conviftion, that in lefs time, and with much lefs expence
than has teen incurred, the war might have been brought
to the fame hapoy conclufion, if the refources of the
continent couid have been properly called forth; that the
diftrefles and difappointinents which have very often oc-
cured, have, in too many initances, refulted more from
a2 want of energv in the Coutinental Government, than
a deficiency of means in the particuler States: That the
inctlicacy of meafures, arifing from the want of an ade.
quate authority in the fupreme power, frgn a partial
compliance wi.h the requifitions of Congrefs, in fome of
the States, and from a failure of puactuality in others,
while thev tended to danin the zcal of thof: who were
mor= willing to exert themicives, ferved alio to accus
muta:e this capences of thie war, and tu fiuitrate the beit,

concerted
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concerted plans; and that the diiccuragement occaficned
by the compiicated difficutties and embarradments, in
which our aflairs were by this means involved, would
have long ago produced the diffolution of any army, lefs
atient, lefs virtuous, and lefs perfevering, than that
which I have the honor to command. But'whiie I men.
tion thofe things, which are notorious talis, as the de-
fects of our “federal conflitution, particularly in the pro-
fecution of a war, I beg it may be underftood, that as I
have ever taken a pleafure in gratefully acxnowiedging
the afliftance and tupport I have derived from everv clals
of citizens; fo thall I a'wavs be happy to do juitice to
the unparalleled exerticns of the individual States, on
many interefting occuliens.

I have thus treely difclofed what I wifhed to makc
known, before I furrendered up mv public truft to thofe
who committed it to me  'T'he tufk is now accomplifh-
ed. I now bid adieu to your Lxcellency, as the Cuiet-
Magitrate of your State; at the fane time, Ibid a laft
farewell to the cares ot otfice, and all the cmploymcnts
of public life.

It remains then to be my final and only requeft, that
your Excellency will communicate thele fentiments tq
your legiflature at their next meeting, and that they may
be contidered as the lepacy of one, who has ardently
withed on all occafions, to be uicful to his country, and
who, even in the fhade. of retirement, wiil not fail to
implore the idivine benedicuion.

I now m.ke it my earneft praver, that God would
have you, ard the ftate over which you prefide, in bLis
holy protedtion,—that he wouid incline the hearts of the
ciizens to cultivate a 1pirit of fubordination and obedi-
ence to goverument,—to entertiin a brotherly affeltion
and love fogone anoz!‘rr, tor their fellow ciriaens of the
United States, aad pirticulariy for their brethren who
bave ferved in th= fiell—and finally, that he would moft
L;frzciouﬂ be pleafed to difpote us all to do juftice, to

ove.mercy, and to demean ourlelves with that charity,
humility, and pacific temper of mind, which were the

charadter-
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charaderiftics of the divine author of our blefled rchgm,
and without an humble imitation of whofe cxample i
thefc things, we can never expect to be a happy naton,
I have the honor to be,
with great refpet and efteem,
Your Excellency’s moft obedient
a and verv humble fervant,

GEORGE WASHINGTON,

A Short MEMOIR of General WasHING TON.

HIS excellency general WasHINGTON, was born in
Virginia, on the 11th of February, o/d fvie, 1732,
¢ is of En;’hlh extraétion, and defcended from one of
the meft refpeétable families that ever emigrated to Vir.
ginia. E1rlv in life, he applied himfclf to the military
profcﬁlon, and had the command of a bady of Provib.
cials, in the war between France and Luglind, which
was ended in 1763. His gallant conduét in that war,
placed his military talents in a very refpectable point of
view.

When the parliament of DBritain, paflfed the adts that
were obnoxious to America, he {tood forth to defend the
rights of his country. He was fent as a delegate from
Virginia to the general Congrefs, and in 1775, when
hotiiitics commenced, he was appointed comman.lerin
chicf of the armies of America; and five hundred dol
lars per month allowed for his piv. On his being inform.
ed of his appointment by the Prefidect of Coungrefs, he
flood up and faid :

s« gf- Pn’,z lent,

¢ Though I am truly fenfible of :he high sonour done
me ina this appointment, vet I feel great diftrets from s
confcioufnefs that my abiliries and military exncriesss
may not be cqual to the important truft : ilowever, ¥
the Congrefs defire it, I will enrer upen the :nomeantous

duty, and exert every power I poilzfs i their {crvice, 20d
for
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for fupport of the gi rizus caufe. I beg they will accept
my moft cordial thanks for this diltinguithed teftimony
of their approbation.

« But leit fome unlucky event fhould happer unfa.
vourable to my reputation, I beg it may be remembered
by every gentieman in the room, that I this day declare
with the utmoft fincerity, I do not think myfelf equal to
the command I am honoured with.

« As to pay, Sir, I beg leave to affure the Congrefs,
¢hat as no pecuniary confideration could bave tempted
me to accept this ardueus employment, at the expence
of my domeftic eafe and happinels, I do not wifh to make
any profit from it. I will keep an ex1&t account of my
expences. Thofe T doubt not they will difcharge, and
that is all 1 defire.”

Though general Wathington exprefled fo much diffi-
deace on his being appointed commander in chief, yet
the wildom, integrity, and abilities, lie difplayed in that
flation, will caufe his name to be remembered with pgra-
titude and efteem to the lateft polterity. ¢ By equaniuiity
and {weetnefs of temper, he wen the hearts of his faitha
ful fold-ery ; by humanity and t1uth he ccmmanded the
unwilling ¢itecm of the enemy ; by prudence, and cou-
rage, and fortitude, and nerfcverance, he became the
Deliver of his Country.’

At the peace in 1783, he was admitted, by order of
Congrefs, to a public audicnce, when he addrefied that
honourable body as follows :

¢ Mr. Picfidene,

“ The great event: on which my refignation depended,
having at length taken place, I have now the honor of
offering my fincere congratulations to Congrefs, and of
prefenting mayfelf before them, to {urrender into their
hands the gt committed to me, and to claim the in-
dulgence of retiring from the fervice of my country.

 Hapoy in the confirmation of our independence and
fovereipnty, an pleafed with the oppirtunity offered the
Vaited S.ates of becoming a refpectable nation, I refign

with
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with fatisfaltion the appointment I accepted with diff,
dence—a difidence in my abilities to accomplith fo ar.
duous a tatk ; which, however, was {uperceded by a con.
fidence in the rectitude of our caufe, the fupport of the
fupreme power of the union, and the patronage of
Heaven.

¢ The fuccefsful terminaticn of the war has verified
the moft fanguine expeftations; and my graticude for the
interpofition of Providence, and the affiftance I have
received from my countrymen, increafes with every re!
view of the momentuous conteft.

¢« While I repeat my obligations to the army in general,
I Nould do injuftice to my own fee'ings, not to aiknow.
ledge, in this place, the particular fervice and dittin.
guithed merits of the gentlemen who have been wtrached
to my perfon during the war. It was imipeflible the
choice of confidential officers to compoie mv fumily
fhould be more furtunate. Permit me, Sir, to recome
mend, in particuler, thofe who bhave continued in the
fervice to the prr‘fcnt an!n“l‘l. a: worthy of the favor.
abie notice and paronags of Congruds,

¢ I conli Lr;d “as an ue..d:wnimu: duty to clofe this
laft a& cf miv oifi inl life, by commending the interefts
of cur cearcll couatry to the proteltion ¢f Almighty
G.d, and thofe who have the fuperintendence of them
to his hoiv keeping.

¢ Having now nnitheld the work aflizned me, I retire
from the g:c.:t theatre of adtion, and b.ddmg, an affec
tionate farc +cl to this augutt be'ly, under whote orderns
Il ove o loug adted, 1 here cffer iy commitlion, and

e . ‘. . ”
take myv leave of all the employments ot pubiic life.

L

He *hen adionce?and dcli-.-':rcf to th= Pr-fi.'ent hs
commifiion, vitn a copy of Livaddr 15 aud having re

famed Lo e, thie Proiidont returned h¥m the {ollowe

Lty wliwer s '
¢« O

« s Uhnlied Suses in Cenprefs afienind receive

with er. ooy tow eticllng fer uiterance, the, folemt

r:ﬁgnatxon
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refignation of the avthorities under which you have lea
their troops with fuccefs, through a perilous and doubt.
fal war. Called upon by your country to defend its in-
vaded rights, vou accepted the facred charge, before it
had formed alliances, and whilft it was withou* funds or
a governmeent to fupport you. You have condudted the
great military contett with wifdlom and fortitude, invari-
ably regarding the rights of the civil powers, through all

Jdifatters and changes.  You have, by the love and con-

filence of your fellow citizens, enabled them to difplay
their martial genius, and tranfmit their fame to pofteri-
ty. You have perfevered, till thefe United States, aided
by a magnanimous King and nation, have been enabled,
under a juit provilence, to clefe the war in freedom,
{afety, au! independence; on which happy event, we
fincercly juin vou in congratulations,

“ Having defended the tandard of liberty in this new
world ; having taught a letlon uf:ful to thofe who inflict
and to thoie who fesl oppreilion, you retire from the
great theatre of aftion, with the bleflings of your feilow
citizens—but the glory of your virtues will not rerminate
with your military command-—it will continue to animate
remotett ages.

“ We fecl with you our obligaticn to the army in gene-
ral, and will particul=rly charge ourfelves with the inter-
eft of thofe contidenuial oflicers, who have attended your
perion to this altulling moment.

“ We join with youin commending the interefts of our
deareft country to the protection of Almighty God, be-
feecching him to difpofe the hearts and minds of its citi.
zens to improve the apportunity oftered them, of becom-
ing a happy and reipedtable nation. Ard for vou, we ad-
drefs to him cur warmeit prayers, that a life fo beloved
may be fofigred with =M his care; that your days may be
3s happy as they have been iliufirious 3 and that he will
finally give vou that reward which thus world cannot

give.”

L Genera)
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General Wathington had this audience of Congrels,
while they were fitting at Annapolis ; after which, -h;
immediately fet oft for his feat, at Mount Vernon; and
vetired to private lfe, amid(t the dclerved applaufes of
his country.

Though he had thus rctired, and had refolved not to
accept any public empiovment, vet the voice of his coun-
try called him once mere to public life; and he is now*
pretident of the Convention of the ftates, met to form (W
federal conftitution for the United Statcs.

SueTcurs of the Lie ¢f Marquis ve 18 Fayerrr.

H L enthufiaftic z2a! and great fervices of this dil-
tinguithed French nobleman, merit a particular

detail. At the age of nineteen he efpoufed the caufe of
America, with ail the ardor which the mbft generous
philanthrepy cculd infire. At a very early pericd of the
war, he determined to embark trom his native conntry,
Yor the United Stztes.  Bcfore he could complete his in-
tention, inteliizence arrived in Europe, that the Ameri-
can infurgents, reduced to two thoufand men, were fly-
ing through Jerf>y before a Britifh force of thirty thou-
fand regulirs. "This news fo effetually extinguifhed the
Jitile credit which Amerca had in Europe, in thie begin-
ning of the year 17-7, that the commitlioners of Con-
grefs at Paris, though they had previoully encouraged
his preje, could not precure a veflel to forward his in-
‘tention.. Under thefe ¢ircumQances they thought it but
Loneft to difunde him from the prefent profecution of
hic paii'ous enterprife. It was in vain they <lted fo can-
¢ida part. The thane which America had kirdled
Lis breaft, could not be exrincuithed by her misfortunes.
« Hitherto,” 14id Le, in the true fpirit of putrictifm, «l
¢« have oniy cherithed your caufe—row 1 ar geing to
¢ ferve it.  The loweritis in the opinion of the x_‘:mp;:’
s t0C

(2]
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« the greater wiil be the effe&t of my departure; ant
« fiace vou cannct get a veflel, I thall purchafe and nt
% out one to carry your difpatches to Congrefs and niy-
« fcif to America.” He accordingly embarked and ar-
rived in Charlefton carly in the year 1777. Congrei:
foon conferred on him the rauk of mijor-general. 1=
accepted the appointment, but not without exalting two
conditivns, which difplayed the elevation of his fpirit :
,the one, that he fhould ferve on his own expence; the
other, that he fhould begin his lervices as a voluateer.

He was toon appointed to commaad an irruption into
Canada. T'he plan was to crols the lakes on the ice; the
obj={t to feize Montreal and St. Johss. He was now at
- the age of twenty, and muft have keenly experienced
the aliurcments of independent command; but his
cool judgment, and honcit heart, reftrained him from
indulging a patlion for miutary fame, under circumfiances
that might have injurcd tue caule which lLie had fo zeal-
oully elpouicd. He found that, in cafe of his proceed-
ing, the army under his command would be in danger
of experiencing a fate fimilar to that of the unfortunat:
Burgoyne. With a boldnefs of judgment that would
have done honor to the moit expericnced general, and
without advancing bevond Albanv, he relinquithed the
expedition.  Soon after he received the thanks of Con-
grefs for his prudence. :

In the four campaigns which fucceeded the arrivaigpf
the marquis de la Fayette in America, he gave repeated
proofs of his miiitary talents in the middlc and eaftern
ftates ; but the events that took place under his command
in Virginia, delerve particular notice. X

Early in the year 1781, while the war raged to the
founthward of Virginia, the marquis de la Fayette was
detached on an expedition againf{t Pertfinouth, but here
his ative zeal received a check, no lefs fatal to his hopes
than when he wis obliged to relinquith the expedition to
Canada. T'he engagement neer the capes of the Chefi.
Peek, between the French chief d’ctcadre d’Eftouches,
i the Dritifh admiral Arbuthner, which took place on

the
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the fifth of March, 1781, defeated (he enterprife,
Upon this event he marched back to the Head of
Elk, where hLe reccived an order from general Wafh.
ing:on to return to Virginia, to oppofe general Philips,
who had joined general Armold at Portfmouth. Al
though the troops under bis command were in wagt
of ainroft every thing, he neverthelefs proceeded with
them to Daltimore. Here he learned that general Phi.
lips was urging preparations to embark at Portfmouth,
with upwards of three thoufand men. With the mar.
quis de la Fayette it was 2 moment of extreme diftrefs and
embarraiiment. In his whole command there wae not
one pair of fhoes; but the love and confidence he had
univerfally excited, enabled him to obtain a loan of mo.
ney which procured him fume neceflaries for his troops,
and gave renewed vigor to his march. He fuppofed
Richmond to be the objet of general Philips, and there-
fore marched thither with fo great expedition, that he
arrived at that pace the evening before general Philips.
He was joined the firft night after his arrival by major-
general baron Steuben, with a corps of militia. In this
manner was the capital of Virginia, at that time filled
with almoft all the military lores of the ftate, faved from
‘the moft imminent danger. ‘TRe Dritith appeared the
next morning at Manchefter, juft oppofite to Richmond.
The two armies furveyed each other for fome time, and
thhen general Philips, apprehending it to be too hazard- .
ous to attack the marquis de la Fayetts in his {trong po-
fition, very prudently retired.

Such was the great [uperiority of numbers by the com-
bination of the forces unler general Arnold, general Phi-
Jips aud lord Cornwallis—f{o fatal to all the fouthern
ftates would have been the conqueft of Virginia—that
the marquis de la Fayette had before him a labor of the
laft confequence, and was prefled on all fides by innu-
merable difficulties. : :

In the firft moments of the rifing tempeft, and till he
¢culd provide againft its utmoft rage, he began to retire
with his little army, which confified of about a thoufsnd

rcg“l“‘I
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regulars, two thoufand militis, 2nd fixty dr>goons.
Lord Cornwalis, exulting in the profpet of fuccels,
which he thought to be heightened by the youth of his
opponent, incautioufly wrote to Great Britain, ¢ that
« the boy could not efcape him.” ‘''he engagzement,
however, which was to confirm his promife, was fedul-
oufly avoided. Finding it impoflible to force an alion,
he next endeavored to cut cff the communication of the
marquis de la Fayette with general Wayne, who, with
cight hundred Pennfylvanians, was advancing trom the
porthward. The juntion however, was effeted at
Rackoon F¥ord without lofs. ‘The next objeét of lord
Cornwallis, was to get poflcflion of the American ftores,
which, for thcir greater fecurity, had been removed from
Richmond to Albemarle old courthoule above the Point
of Fork. While the troops commandced by the marquis
de la Fayette and general Wayne were forming 2 junction,
lord Corawailis had geiten between them and their pub-
lic ftores. ‘I'he poflethic.: of thets was a principal objelt
with both armies. ‘L he marqyi: de la Fayette, by fcrced
marches, got within a few miies ot the Britith arny,
when they were vet diftan: two davs march from Albc.-
marle old courthoufe. (Jace mor¢ the Britifh general
confidered himfelf fure er his adierfary. To fave the
flores he knew was his deiign, but to accomylith that
ovject, his lordthip faw no pridticabic way but by a road
in pafling which the America:: army might be attacked
to great advantage. It wasa critical moment, but the
marquis de la Fayette had the good fortune to extricate
himiclf. He opened in the n! v‘n by part of his army,
a nearer road to Aibcmarle, wiich, having been many
years difufed, was much cmbarraﬂ'cd and, to theafton-
ithment of lord Cornwaiiis, pofted himfelf in a ftrong
pofition the next dav beiween thz Britith army aad the
American ftores.

His lordibip, findit.: all his fchemes fruftrated, fell
back to Richmond, whitlier he was followed by the mar-
quis de la Favette. ‘The main American army in Virgi-

Ra was now reinforced &y the treops under major- gene-
L - 1
L: 53
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ral baron Steuben, and by volunteer corps of Vnrgxma
and Maryland gentlemen. And the marquis de la Fayette
had the addrefs to imprefs lord Cornwallis with an idea,
that his force was much greater than he aftually com.
;)mndcd His lordthip, therefore, retreated to Williamf.

urg.

After a feries of manceuvres, which it is not neceflary
to relate, and in which the Dritifh general difplayed the
boldnefs of en:erprize, and the voung marquis the found
judgment of age, blended with the ardor of youth, the-
tormer fixed himfe!t and his army in York-town. The
latter, under various prctences, fent the Penufvlvania
troops to the fouth fide of James River—colleted a force:
in Gloucefter county, and made fundry arrangements fub.
fervient to the grand defign of the whole campaign, which
was the capture of lord Cornwallis, and the Britith army
undcr his command.

Sometime after the capture of Cornwallie, the mar.
auis d- la Fayvette went to France, where he fucccfsfully
wfed his endeavors to promote the commercial and poli-
tical inteveft of thefe flates.

Pennfylvania, in order to fhiow her efieem for this
gallant nableman, has lately ere&ted part of her wefiern
rerritory, into a {eparate county, and named it Fayete.

————

SkeTcu ef the Life of the late Naruanicr GRCENE,
Massr-General c/ the forces of the United States of

/!men:a

A1S gallant efficer, whole death is fo generally and

I fo jufily regreted, wais born in Rhode-Ifland,
or about 1744, and was the fon of a re{pectable cmzcn
of the fame name, who was extenfively concerned in lue
crative iron-works, the property of which, at his deatb,

lic left to his children.

Mr. Grecne was endowed with an tuncommon degl‘tc
of indament and peactration, which, with a benevolent
manner
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F’manner and affable behavior, acquired him a number cf
-mluable friends, by whofe interc!t and influence, he was,
st an carly period of life, chofen a member of the affem-
bly of the then colony of Rhode Ifland. 'This truft, in
which he gave the bigheft fatistation to his conftituents,
he continued to poflcfs until, and at, the period, when
the foily and madnefs of England fevered a world from
her empire.

After the fkirmifhes at Lexington and Concord, when
a fpirit of refittance fpread, like wild-fire, over the con-
tinent, Rhode Ifland was not deficient in her contribu.
tions for the general defence. She raifed three regiments
of militia, the command whereof was given to Mr.
Greene, who was nominated brigadier-general. The li-
berty, fafety, and profperity of his country being expofed
to imminent danger, the pacific principles of Quakeri{m,
in which he had been educated, proved infufficient to
combat the ardent {pirit of liberty with which his bafom
glowed.

General Greene’s merit and abilities, as well in the
eouncil as in the field, were not long unnoticed by gene-
ral Wathington, who repofed in him the utmoft confi-
dence, and paid a particular deference to his advice and
epinion, eon all occafions of doubt and difficulty.

He was appointed major-general by Congrefs, the 26th
of Auguft, 1726. Towards the clofe of that year, he
was at the Trenton furprize ; and, at the beginning of
the next, was at the battle of Princeton, two enterprizes
not mere happily planned than judicioufly and bravely
exccuted, in both of which he highly diftinguifhed him-
felf, ferving his noviciate under the American Fabius.

At the battle of Brandywine, general Greene diftin-
guithed himfelf by fupporting the right wing ot the A-
merican army, when it gave way, and judicioufly cover-
ed the whole, when routed and retreating in confufion ;
and their fafety from utter ruin was generally afcribed to
e fkill and exertions, which were well feconded by the
Yoops under h# command.

At the battle of Germantown, he commanded the left
wing
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wing of the American army—and his utmoft endeavory
were exerted to retrieve the fortune of that day, in which
his condut met with the approbation of the commander
in chief.

In March, 1778, he was appointed quarter mafter ge.
neral, which oflice he accepted under a ftipulation that
his rank in the army fhould not be aftected by it, and
that he fhould retain his right to command in time of
aflion, according to his rank and feniority. This he ex.
ercifed at the battle of Monmouth, where he command.
ed the right wing of the army.

In the capacity of quarter-mafter general, he fully an.
fwered the expe@ations formed of his abilities ; and ena-
bled the American army to move ith additional cclerity
and vigor.

About the middle of the fame vear, an attack, in cone
jun@ion with the Irench fleet, cn the Britith garrifon at
Newport, Rhode-Ifland being plannec, gen ral Sullivan
was appointed to the command, under whom general
Greene ferved. This attempt was unfuccefsful the
French fleet having failed out of the harbor, to engage
lord Howe’s fleet, they ~~+e difperfed by a fiorm, and
the Americans were obiiged to raife the fiege of New.
port, in doing which general Greene difplaved a great
degree of {kill in crawing off the army in {afety.

After the hopes of the DBritith generals, to execute
fome decilive firoke to the northward, were frufltrated,
they turned their attention to the {fouihern ftates, as
lefs capable of defence, aud more likely to reward the
invaders with ample piunder. A rrand expedition was,
in confequence, planned at New-York, where the army
embarked on the 26th of Deceniber, 1750, and landed
on the 11th of Febru:ry, 1535, within about thirty mies
of Charlefton, which, after a brave defence, was furren-
dered to fir Henry Clinton, on the 12th ot May.

A feries of ill fuccels followed this untertunate evest.
The American arnis in South Caroiira were in generab
unfuccefsful, and the inhabitants were obliged to {ubmit
to the invaders, whofe impolitic feverity was r.-xtrcmcllyl
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il calculated to anfwer any of the objeéts for which the
war had been commenced.

Affairs were thus circumftanced, when general Wath.
ington appointed general Greene to the command of the
American forces in the fouthern diftri€t. He arrived at
Charlotte, on the fecond day of December, 1780, ac-
compained by general Morgan, a brave officer, who had
diftinguithed himfelf to the northward, in the expedition
again®t Burgoyne. He found the forces he was to com-
mand, reduced to a very fmall number by defeat and by
defertion. T'he returns were nine hundred and fevensy
continentals, and one thoufand and thirteen mulitia. Mi-
litary Rtores, provifions, forage, and all things neceflury,
were, if poflible, in a more reduced ftate than his army,
His m2n were without pay, and almoft without clothing,
and fupplies of the latter were not to be had but from a
dilance of two hundred miles. In this perilcus and em-
barraffed fituation, he had to oppofe a refpeltable and
vitorious army. Fortunately for him, the conduét of
fome of tle friends of royalty obliped numbers, other-
wife difpofed to remain neuter, to take up arms in their
own defence. This, and the prudent mealures the gene-
ral took for removing the innumerable difficulties and
difadvantages he was furrounded with, and for conciliat-
ing the affetions of the inhabitants, foon brought to-
gether a confiderable force, far inferior, however, to
to that of the Britith, who eiteemed the country perfeét.
ly fubjugated.

After he had recruited his forces with all the friends
to the revolution that he could affemble, he fent a con-
fiderable detachment, under general Morgan, to the
weftern cxtremities of the ftate, to protet the well dif-
pofed inhabitants from the ravages of the tories.

After general Morgan defeated Tarleton, he rejoined
general Greene on the 7th of February.  Still he was fo
wnferior to lord Cornwallis, that he was obliged to re-
treat northiward, and notwithftanding the vigilance and
altivity of his enemy, he brought his men in fafety inte
Virginia, .

In
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In this ftage he raceived tome reinforcements, and had
the promife of more—on which he returned again jnto
North Carolina, where, on their arrival, he hoped to
be able to act on the defenfive. He encamped in the v
cinity of lord Cornwallis’s army. By a varicty of the beft
corncerted manceuvres, he to judicioufly fupported the ar.
rangment of his troops, by the fecrecy and promptitude
of his motions, that during three weeks, while the ene.
my remained near him, he preveated them from taking
any advantage of their fuperiority, and cven cut of all
opportunity of their receiving fuccours from the roy.
alifts. ‘

About the beginning of March, he eftcCted a jundlion
with a continental regiment, and two confiderable bo.
dics of Virginia and Carolina militia. He then deter.
mined to attack the Uritith commander without lofs of
time, ¢¢ being perfuaded,” as he declared in his fubfe.
quent difpaiches, ¢ tl-at it he was fuccelsful it would
prove ruinous to the enemy—and, if otherwite, that it
would be but a partial evil to him.” On the 14th he
arrived at Guiiford courthoufe, the Britith lving thenat
twelve miles diftance. {oce battic of Guilford, page go)

Some time after this engagement, gencral Greene de-
termined to return to South-Carolina, to endeavor to
expel the Britith from that ftate.  His firflt obj:¢t was the
redultion of Camden, where lord Rawdon was pofted,
with about nine hundred men. The firength of this
place, which was covered on the !outh and eaft fides
by a river and a creck, and to the weltward and nerth-
ward, by fix redoubts, rendercd it impracticable to carry
it by ftorm, with the fmali army general Greene had,
confifting of about {even hundred continentals. He there-
fore encamped at about a mile from the town, in order
to prevent {uppiies from being brought in, and to take
advantage ot {uci circumitances as might occur.

Lord Rawdon’s fituation was ex:remely delicate, Co-
lonel Watfon, whom he had fonie time before detached
for the protection of the e.fiern frontiers, and to whom
he hal, on intelligenc: of gencral Greens’s imentif}n::

en
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fent crders to return to Camden, was {o effetuallv
watched by general Marian, that it was impoflible for him
toobey. His lordfhip’s fupplies were, moreover, very
precarious :—and f(hould ggncr.al Greene’s reinforcements
arrive, he might be fo clofely invefted, as to be at length
obliged to furrender, in this dilemma, the beft expes
dient that fuggefted itfelt, was a bold attack, for which
purpole he armed his-mu(:u':ians and drummers, and eve-
s perfon capable of carrying a mutquet.  He fallied out
on the twen:y.fitth of April, and attacked general
Greene in his camip. The defence was obitinate, and
for fome part ot the enpagement, the advantage appear-
‘el to be in favour ot America. Iicutenant colonel
Wathington, who commanded the cavarrv, hal ar one
time not lefs than two hundred Britith prifoners. lHow-
ever, by the milcondudt ot one of the American regi-
ments, vittory was {natched from general Greene, who
was compelicd to rerreat.  He logt in the altion 2bout
two hundred killed, wounded and pritoners.— Rawdon
loft two hundred and fifty-eight, :

There was a great (emilarity biiween the cenfequences
of the atl:ir at Guilford, ana thoie of this a&tion. In
the former, lord Cornwalits was {nuccelstul—but was o-
bliged to retreat two hundred miles from the tield of
altion, and fer a time abandon the grand object of pene-
trating to the northward. In the latrer, lord Rawdon
had the honor of the tickd, but was thortly reduced to
the necediity of abandoning his poit, and leaving behind
him a number of fick and wounded.

'L ke evacuation of Camden, with the vigilance of ge-
neral Greene, and the feveral ofiicers he employed, gave
a rew face to the =ftiirs in South Carolina, where the
Britith alcendency declined more rapidly than it had
been eflablithed. F'he numercus forts parritened by the
enzmv, foii, one after the other, into the L.nds of tire
Americans.  Orang- burah, Motte;, Waifon, George-
town, Granby, and all the others, fort Ninety-fix ex-
cepted, were furrendered, and a very confiderabie num-
bzr of prifoners of war, with wiiltsrv fteres and artiilery,
were foved in thean On




( 128 )

On the 224 of May, general Greene fat down before
Nincty.Gx, with the main part of his little army. The
fiege was carried on for a ¢onfiderable time with great .
fpirit; and the place was defended with equal bravery. !
At length the works were fo far reduced, that a fur.
render muft have been made in a few days, when a rein.
forccment of three regiments from Europe arrived at
Charlelton, and enabled lord Rawdon to proceed and
relieve this important poft. The fuperiority of the ene.
my’s force reduced general Greene to the alternative of
abandoning the fiege altogether, or, previous to their
airival, ot attempting the fort by florin. The latter was -
more agreeable to his enterprizing {pirit, and an uttack
wa: made on the morning of the 19:h of Jine. Hec was
repulied with the lofs of one hundred and fifty men. He
raifed the fiege, and retreated over the Saluda.

Some fkirmithes of no great momeat, took place be.
tween detached parties ot both armies in July and Au. |
gult. September the gth, general Greene having affem.
bled about two thoufand men, proceeded to atrack the
Britith, who, under the command of colonel Stewart,
were pofted at Lutaw Springs. (See battle of Eutaw
Springs, page 91.)

‘The battle ot LLutaw produced moft fignal confequences
in favour of America. The Britith, who had for fuch a
length of time lorded it ablolutely in South-Cuarolina,
were, after that event, obliged to confine themf{elves to
Charlefton, whence they mever ventured, but to make
predatory excurfions, with bodies of cavalry, whichin
general met with a very warm and very unwelcome re-
ception. |

During the relaxation that followed, a dangerous plot
was formed by fome turbulent and mutinous perfons in
the army, to deliver mp their brave general to the Bri-
tith. 'This trealonable defign owned its rife to the harde
fhips, wants, and calamities of the foldiers, who wereill
paid, iil clothed, and iil fed. ‘T'he confpirators did not
exceed twelve in number, and a provideatial difcovery
difappointed the preject, -
Ticn
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- From the beginning of the year 1782, it was currently
reported, that the tcwn was to be fpeedily evacuated—
but it did not take place till the 15th of December.

‘The happy period at length arrived, when by the vir-
‘tue and bravery of her fons, and the courage of her al-
‘lies, aided by the bounty of Heaven, America compell-
ed her invaders to recognife her independence. ‘Then her
Yrmies quitted the field of war, to cultivate the arts of
peace. Among(t the reft, general Greene revifited his
native ftate, where he proved himfelf as va'uable a citi-
zen, as the Carolinas had witneflzd him a ¢allant {oldier.
Diffenfions and jealoufies Fad extended their deftrubiive
influence among the Rhode Iflanders, and theis animo-
fities had rifen to fuch a degree, as to threaten ihe moft
ferious ill confcquences: general Greene exerted Limielf
to reftorc harmony and peace amongft them oncs more,
and was happily fuccefsful.

In O&tober, 1585, he failed to Georgia, where he had
a confiderable eftate. Here he occupied his time in do-
meftic concerns, until June 1786, when walking out one
day, he was overpowered by the extremesheat of the {un,
which brought on a diforder that carried him cff on the
1gth of the fame month.

In Aaguit following, Congrefs ordered a monument to
be ereted to his memory.

Tke fir? PET1TION 0f CONGRESS f0 1)z KING, in 1774,

Mot gracious Sivereign,
E, your majefty’s faithful fubj-&ts of the colonies
of New-Hampfhire, Maflichulett Bay, Rhode-
Hand and Providence Plantations, Conne&icut, New-
York, New Jerfiy, Pennfylvania, the ccunties of New-
C.alllc, Kent and Suflfex on Delaware, Maryland, Vir-
gimia, North Carclina and South-Carolina, in behalf of
ourfelves and the inhabitants of thefe colonies, who have
puted us to reprefcnt them in general Congrefs, by
this our humble petition, beg leave to lay eur grievances
detoce the thrine,

M . A ({andine
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A ftanding army has been kept in thefe colonies evep
fince the conclufion of the late war, without the confent
of our affemblies; and this army, with a conficerable
naval armament, has been employed to enfcrce the co.
le€ion of taxes. L

The authority of the commander in chief, and under'd
him ot the brigadicrs-general has, in time of peace, beey’
rendered {upreme in all the civil governments in Ameries}

The commander in chief of all your majefty’s forcesin
North-America has, in time of peace, been appointed -
governor of a colony.

‘The charges of ufual oflices have been greatly increafed;
and new, expenfive and oppreflive cffices have been mul
tiplied.

‘The judges of admiralty and vice-admiralty courts arer
empowered to receive their falaries and fees from the ef.
fe€ts condemned by themfelves.

"The officers of the cuftoms are empowered to break
open and enter houfes without the authority of any civil
magiftrate founded on legal information.

The judges qf courts of common law have been made
entirely dependent on one part of the legiflature for theie
ialarigs, as weil as for the duration of cheir commiﬁions.w‘

Counfellors holding commiflions during pleafure, ex.
ercife legifiative authority.

Huaible and reafonable petitions from the reprefenta.
tives of the people have been fruitlefs,

The agents of the people have been difcountenanced,
and governors have been infirudted to prevent the pay-
ment of their falaries.

Affemblies have been repeatedly and injurioufly dif-
folved.

Commerce has deen burdened with many ufelefs and
oppreflive reftriltions.

Bv feveral aéts of parliament made in the fourth, fifth,
fix:h, feventh and eiglhith years of your majefty’s reign,
duties are impufed on us, for the purpoie of railing a re-
venue ; and the powers of admiralty and vice admiralty-

courts are extended beyond their ancient limits; whcr;-
y
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by our property is taken from us without our confent,
the trial by jury in many civil cafes is abolithed, ¢nor-
mous forfeitures are incurred for flight offences, vexa.
gous informers are exempted from paying damages, to
which they are jultly liable, and oppreflive fecurity is re-
quked from owners before they are allowed to defend
ﬁeir right. |

Both houfes of parliament have refolved, that colonifts

may be tried in England for offences alledged to bave
‘been committed in America, by virtue of a ftatute pal.
fed in the thirty-fi‘th vear of Henry the eighth ; and in
confequence thereof attempts have beea made to enforce
that ftatute.
- A ftatute was paffed in the twelfth year of your majefly’s
reign, direting, that perfons charged with committing
any offence therein defcribed, in any place out of the
realm, may be indi@ted and tried for the fame, in any
fhire or county within the realm, whereby inhabitants of
thefe colonies may, in fundry cafes by that {tatute made
espital, be deprived of a trial by their peers of the vici-
nage,

In the laft feflion of Parliament, an a& was paffed for
blocking up the harbour of Bofton ; another empower-
ing the governor of the M.fluchuletts-Bay to fend perfons
indited for murder in that proviuce to another colony,
or even to Great-Britain for trial, whereby fuch offend-
ers may efcape legal punifhment; a third for altering
the chartered conftitution of government in that pro-
vince ; and a fourth for extending the iimits of Quebec,
abolithing the Englith and refioring the French laws,
whereby great numbers of Britifh frezmen are fubjefted
to the latter, and eftablithing an abfolute govrpment
and the Roman Catholic religion, throughout thofe vaft.
regions that border on the wefterly and northerly bogud.-
arics of the free, Proteftant, Langlith icttlements 3 and 3
fifth for the better providing fuitable (narters for off = .
cers and foldiers in his mejuity’s fervice in North- Ames
rica,

To a fovereign who glories in the name of Briton 5 the

bare
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mare recital of thefe alts muft, we prefume, juflify the
loyal fubjects, who fly to the foot of the throne, and
impiore his clemency for proteétion againft them. _

From this deftrudtive fyflem of colony-adminifiration, ,
aJopted fince the conclufion of the lift war, have flowed
thofe diftrefles, dingers, fears and jealoufies, that over.'
vhelm vour muajefty's dutiful coloniits with affliétion : and
we defy our moft fubtle and inveterate enemies to trace
the unhappy differences between Great-Britain and thefe
colonles, ron an earlier period, or from other caufes
than we have offigned.  Had they preceeded oa our part
trom a relliefs levity of temper, unjuit impulfes of am.
bition, or ariful fuggeflions of feditious perfons, we
fhould merit the opprobrious terms frequently beftowed
upon us by thofe we revere.  But fo far from promoting
innovations, w2 have cnly oppofcd them ; and can be
<harged with no offence, unlefs it be one to receive ia.
jaries, and be fenfitle of them.

Had our Creator been plecfed to give us exiflience ina
}and of fluvery, the fenfe of our condition might have
been mitigated by ignorance and habit. Dut thanks be.
to his adorable poodnefs, we are born the heirs of free-
dom, and ever enjryed our right under the zulpices of
vour royal anceflois, whofe tamily was feated on the Bri.
tith throne, to refcue and fecure a pious and gallant na-
tion from the popery and defpotifm of a fuperftitious and
irexorable tyiant. Your mojelty, we are confident,
juftly rejoices, that your title to the crown is thus found.
ed on the title of your people to liberty ; and therefore
we doubt not but your royal wifdom muft approve the
f2nfibility, that teaches ycur fubje@ls anxioufly to guard
the blefling they received from Divine Providence, and
thereby to prove the perfermance of that compaé, which
ctevated the illuftrious houfe of Bruafwick to the impe-
rial dignity it now pofictles,

‘The apprehenfion of being degraded into a ftate of
fervitude, from the pre-eminent rank of Englith freemen,
while our minds setain the firongeft love of liberty, and
clearly forefee the miferies prepaging for us and cur pot-

<. terity,
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terity, excites emotions in our breafts, which théugh”
we cannot defcribe, we fhould not with to conceal.

Fecling as men, and thinking as fubj:{ts, in the manner

‘we do, filence would be ditloyalty. By giving this faith-

%ul information, we do 2ll in oir power to promote the

great objells of your royal coves, the tranquillity ot your

governnient, and the welfare of your pszople.

Duty to your majeffy, and regard for the prefervation .
~of our{elves and our pofter tv, the primary obligations of
nature and focicty, command us to entreat your royal
attention ; and as vour majzity enjoys the fignal dif-
tintion of reigning over frecemen, we apprehiend the
language of freemen caunot be difpleafing. . Your roval
indignation, we hope, will rather fall on thofe defigning
and dangerous men, who daringly interpofing themfelves
between your royal perfon and your faituful « hjeéts, and
for feveral years paft incefiantly employed to diflolve the
bonds of fociety, by abufing ycur mujefty’s authority, .
mifreprefcnting your American fubjeés, and profecuting
the moft defperate aund irritating proj-(ts of oppreflion,
have at length compeiled us, by the force of accumuiated -
injuries, too fevere to be any longer tolerable, to difturb
your majefty’s repofe by our complaints.

‘Thefe fentiments are extorted from hearts, that much
more willingly. would bleed in your majefty’s fervice.
Yet fo greatly have we been mifreprefented, that a ne- .
ceflity has- been alledged of taking our property from us
without our confent, ¢ to defray the expences of the ad.
“miniitration, the fupport of civil government, and the
“defence, proteltion and fecurity, of the colonjes.” .
But we beg leave to affure your majzity, that fuch pro-
viion has been, and will be made for defreving the two
firt articles, as has been and thall be judged, by the le-
giflatures of the feveral colonies, juft and {uitable to their
re[peCtive circumftances : and for the defence, nrotetion
and fecurity, ct the colonies, their militia, it properly -
regulated, as thev earneitiy delire may immediately be
done, would bz fu.ly fuflicient, ar leaft in times of peace;
ad. jn cafe of war, you:lfaithful colonifts will bs ready

-2 and
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znd willing, as they have ever been, when conftitution.
ally required, to demonftrate their loyalty to your ma.,
Jefly, by exerting their moft ftrenuous ctforts in grauting:
1upplies and railing forces. Yielding to no Britifh fub.
jz(ts in affeltionate attachment to your majefty’s perfon,,
family and government ; we too dearly prize the privi.
iege of exprefling that attachment by thole proofs, that
are Lonorable to the prince who receives them, and to
ine people who give them, ever to refign it to any bedy
of men upon earth,

Had we been permitted 1o enjoy, in quiet, the inhe.
sitance left us by cur forefathers, we thould, at this
tune, have been peaceadbly, cheerfully, and ufefully em.
vleyed in recommending ourfelves, by every teltimony of
devotion, to your majefty, and of veneration to the ftate,
from which we derive our origin. But though now ex.
poled to u:« xpeted and unnatural fcenes of diftrefs bya
contention with that nation, in whofe parental guidance
"~ on all important affairs we have hitherto, with filial re.
verence, conftantly trufted, and therefore can derive no
inftrution in our prefent unhappy and perplexing cir-
cumilances from any former expericnce ; yet, we doubt
not, the purity of our intention, arnd the integrity of our
condudt, will juftify us at that grand tribunal, before
which all mankind muft fubmit to judgment.

We atk but for peace, liberty, and fafety. We with
not a diminution of the prerogative, nor do we folicit
the srant of any new right in our favour. Your royal
guthority over us, and our connction with Great Bric
tain, we fhall always carefully and z:aloufly endeavor to
jupport and maintain.

Iiiled with {entiments of Caty to your majefty, and cf
2fteCtion t> cur psrent fiate, deeply impretfed by our
educaticn, and ftrongly coniirmed by our reafon, and
anxious to evince the tincerity of thele difpofitions, we
prefent this petition enly to obtain redrefs ot grievances,
and relief from fears aud jealoufi:s, cccafioned by the
fyliem of ftatutes 2nd repuiations adopted fince the clofe
ef the lute vor, for riifire arevomee in America—eXe

ten ding
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tending the powers of courts of admiralty #nd vice-admi-
palty—trying petfons in Great-Britain for offences alledged
to be committed in America—affe&ing the province of
Mafi>civufetts- Bay—and altering the government, and
extending the limits of Quebec ; by the abolition of which
fyitem, the harmony between Great- Britain and thefe co-
lonies, fo neccilary to the happinefs of both, and fo ardent-
ly defired by the latter, and the ufual intercourfes, will be
immediately veftered. In the magnanimity and jultice of
your majcity and parliament we confide for a redrefs of
oar other grievances, trufting, that when the caufes of
our apprehenfions are removed, our future conduct will
prove us not unworthy of the regard we have been accul-
tomed, in our happier days, to enjoy. For, appealing
to that Deing who fearches thoroughly the hearts of his:
creatures, we folemnly profefs, that our councils have
been influsnced by no other motive, than a dread of im<
pending danger.

Permit us then, moft gracious fovereign, in the name
of all your faithful people in America, with the utmoft
bumility, to implore you, for the honor of Almighty
Gop, whole pure religion our enemies are undermining ;
for your glory, which can be advanced only by render-
ing your fubjeéts happy, and keeping them united ; for
the interefts of your family, depending on an adhercnce
to the principles that enthroned it ; for the fafety and
welfare of your kingdoms and dominions, threatened
with almoft unavoidable dangers and difirctics—that your
majefty, as the loving father of your whole people, con-
nelted by the fame bonds of law, lovalty, faith and blood,
though dwelling in various countries, will rot fuffer the
t{an!cend.mt relation formed by thefe tizs to be farther
violate !, in uncertain expeltation of effells, that, if attain-
Cd.. never can compenfate for the calamities through
which they muft be gained.

WE, therefore, moft earnefltly bLefeech your majefly,
that your royal aathority and iuterpofition may be ufed
for our relief ; and that'a gracious anfwer may be given-
te this petition.

That
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That your rﬁajefty may enjoy every felicity throughy,
long and glorious reign over loyal and happy fubjed,
and that your defcendants may inherit your profpe.ity
and dominions till time fhall be no more, is, and always
will be, our fincere and fervent prayer.

ADILECLARATION &y the RiPRESENTATIVES
of the United Colonies of North-America, fetting forth .
the Caufes and Neceffity of their taking up drms, Fuy 6,
1775-

I’ it was poflible for men, who excrcifetiieir reafonto.
believe, that the Divine auti-or of our exitenc? in.
tcaded a part of the human race to hold an acfolute pro.
perty in, and an unbounded power over others, marked
out by his infinite goodnefs and witdom, as tlie otjelts
of a legal domination never righttully refittible, however.

fevere and oppreflive, the inhapitants of tlicfe Colonijes .

might at lealt require from the parliament oi Great Byi.

tain fome eviderce, that this dreadful author:ty over them .

has been granted to that body. But a reverence for our

great Creator, principles of humaniiy, and the dictates
of common fenfe, mut couvince ali thofe who refle&
upon the fudjedt, th.t government was inttituted to pro-
mote the welfare of mankind, and ought to be admi..
niftered for the attainment ot toat end ‘Lhe legiflature of

Great- By itian, however, tlimulated by an juordinate pal-

fion fcr a power .ot only unjuitifiable, but which they

know to be peculiarly reprobiizd by the very conftitution .

of that kingdu.r, and deperate of fuecefs in any mode -

of conteft, where rerard thouid be had to truth, law, or
right, haveat leng o, deferting thoete, attempted to fledt
their cruel and impulitic purpofe ot c¢nflaving thefe Colo-
nies by vicience, and nave thereby rendercd it necefiiry
for us to clofe wirth rheir lait appeal from reafon to-
arms.—Yct, howeve:  i:ded that afizmbly may be, by
their intemperate rege 1or unlimited domination, foto
flight juftice and th= vpicion of m nkind, we efteem our-
felves bounl by obligations of refpedt to the reft of the
world, to make kncwa the jultice of cur caufe, o
url .
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Qur forcfathers, inhabitants of the Hlund of Great-

Britain, left their native land, to feck on thele fhores a
refidence for civil and reiigious freedom. At the expence
of their blood, at (he hazard of their fortuunes, without
the leaft charge to the country from which they remcved,
by unceafing labor and an unconquerable fpirit, they
effe@ted fettiements in the diftant and inhofpitable wilds
of Ameri-a, then lilled with numerous and warlike na-
tions of barbarians.—Socicties or governments, velted
with perfc& legiflatures, were formed under charters
from the crown, and an harmonious intercourfe was
eftablifhed between the Ccloaies and the kingdom from
which they derived their origin. 'The mutual benefits of
this unicn become in a {hort time fo extraordinary, as to
excite s{ionithment. It is univerfully conteffed, that the
amazing increafe of the wealth, firength, and navigation
of the realin, arofe from this fource; and the miuiiter,
who fo wifely and fuccefsfuuly direted the meafures of
Great Britain in the late war, publicly declared, that
thefe Colonies enabied her to triumph over her enemies.
—Towards the conclufion ot that wa:, it pleaied our fo-
vereign to make a change in his counfels.—From that
fatal moment, the affairs of the Britih empire began to
fall into confufion, and gradually fliding fro:n the iummit
of glorious profperity to which they had beer cavanced
by the virtues and abilities of one man, are at length dif-
trated by the convulfions, that now fhake it to its deep-
¢t foundations.—The new miniftry finding the brave
foes of Britain, though frequently defeated, yet fiiil con-
tending, took up the unfortunate idea of granting them
3 hafty peace, and of then fubduing Ler faithtul triends,
Tiele devoted Colonies were judged to be in fuch a
ftate, as to prefent victories wittout bloodfhed, and all
the caly emoluments of flatuteable plunder.—'['he unin-
terrupted tenor of their peaceable and refpectful bebavior
from tlie beginning of colonization, their dutifu', ze.lous,
and ufeful fervices during the war, though fo recently
and amply acknowledged in the moft honorable manner
by his majefly, by the late king, and by parliament, could
not
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not fave them from the meditated innovations.—parti.
ment was influenced to adopt the pernicious proje&, and
affuming a new power over them, have in the courfe ¢
eleven years given fuch decifive {pecimens of the fpirit
and confequences attending this power, as to leave no
doubt concerning the cffets of acquieflcence under j,
They have undertaken to give and grant our money with.
eut our confent, though we have cver cxercifed an ex.
clufive right to difpofec of our own proparty; flatutes
have been paffed for extending the jurifdittion of courts
of admiralty and vice admiralty beyond their ancient lim.
its; for depriving us of the accuftomed and ineftimable
privilege of trial by jury in cafes ff.ting both life and
property; for fufpending the legiflature of one of the
Colonies; for interdicting all commerce to the capital of
another; and for altering fundamentally the form of go.
vernment eftablifhed by charter, and fecured by alts of
its own legiflature folemnly confirmed by the crown; for
exempting the ¢¢ murderers” of Colonifts from legal trial,
and in effe€t, from punifhiment; for erelting in 2 neigh.
bouring province, acquired by the joint arins of Great.
Britain and America, a defporifm dangerous to our very
exiftence; and for quartering foldiers upon the Colonifls
in time of profound peace. It has alfo been relolved in
parliament, that Colonifts charged with committing cer-
tain qffences, thall be tranfported to England to be tried.
But why fhould we enumerate our injuries in detail?
By one ftatute it is dezlared, that pariiament can ¢ of
right make laws to bind us in all cafes whatfeever.” What
is to detend us againit {o enormous, 1 in‘imited a power?
“Not a fingle man of trofe who afflume it, is chofen by
us; or is fuhject to our control ur influence; but on the
contrary, they are ll of them exemor from the operae
tion of fuch laws, and an American revenue, if not di-
verted from the oftenfibic purpofe. for which it is raifed,
wculd altually lighten :ieir own burdens in proportion
as they increafe ours.  We faw the mifery to which fuch
defpotifin would reduce us. W= for ten years inceffantly
and incfteCtually beticged the throne as fuppiicants; we
reafoned,
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reafoned, we remonftrated with parliament in the moft
mild and decent language.

Adminifiraticn terfiole that we fhould regard thefe
oppreflive meaiures as freemen ought to do, fent over
fleers and armies to enforce them. The indignation of
the Americans was rouled, it is true; but i1t was the in-
dignation ef a virtwous, loyal, and affe&ticnate peopie.
A Cougreis of delegates from the United Colonies was
alembled at Philade/phia, on the fiith day of laft Septeme
ker. We refolved again to offer an humbie and doriful
petition to the king, ana alfo addrefivd our fellow fubjeéts
of Great-Britian. We have pur.ucl every temperate,
every refpetful meafure; we have even proceeded to
break off our commercial intercourlt with our fellew fub-
jefts, as the lalt peiceable admonition, that our attach-
ment to no nation upon earth fhiould fupplant our attach-
ment to liberty.—'[his we flittered ourfelves, was the
ultimate ftep of the controverfy: But fubfequent events
have fhewn, how vain was this hope of finding modera-
tion in our enem'es.

Several threatening expreflions againft the Colonies
were inferted in his maje:ty’s {peech ; our petition, tho’
we were told it was a decent one, and that his majefty
had been pleafed to receive it gracioufly, and to promife
laying it before his parliameunt, was huddled into both
houfes among a bundle ot American papers, and there
pegle@ted. ‘The lords and commens in their addrefs, in
the month of February, faid that ¢ a rebellion at that
tme atually exifted within the provence of Maffachufetts.
Bay; and that thofe concerned in it, had been counte-
manced and encouraged by unlawful combinations and
¢ngagements, entered into by his majelly’s fubjels in
feveral of the other Colonies; and therefore they befought
his majety, that he would tzke the moft effe@ual meaf-
ures to inforce due obedience to the laws and authority of
the fupreme legiflature.”—Soon after, the commercial i1 »
tercourfe of whole Colonies, with foreign countries, and
with each other, was cut off by an act of parliament; by
Wother, feveral of them were intirely prohibited fiom

the
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the fiftheries in the fsas near their coaft, on which they
alwavs depended for their fubfiftence; and large .
inturcements of thips and troops were immediately fent
over to general Gage.

Fruitlefs were all the entreaties, arguments, and elo.
quence of an iliuftrious band of the molt diftinguifhed
peers, and commoners, who nobiy and ftrenaoufly affer.
ed the juftice of cur caule, to ftay, or even to mitigate
the heedlefs fury with which thefe accumulated and un.
exampled outrages were hurried on —Equally fruitlefs
was the interference of the city of London, of Briftol, and
many ether refpectable towns in our tavor.  Parliament
adopted an infidious manacuvre calculated to divide ug, |,
to eftablith a perpetual aultion of taxations where Colony
fhould bid againit Coiony, ali of them uninformed what
ranfom would reldecem their lives; and thus to extont
froin us, at the paint of the buyoncet, the unknown fums
that would be fuflicient to gratity, if poflible to gratify,
minifterial rapacity, with the miferable indulgence left to
us of raifing, in our own mode, the prefcribed tribute.§.
What terms more rigid and humi jating could have beea
diftated by remorfclefs vitors to conquered enemies? In
our circumftances to accept them, would be to deferve
them.

Soon after the intelligence of thele proceedings arrived
on this continent, general Gage, who in the courfe of the
lalt year had taken poflzflion of the town of Byion, in
the province of Mufackhufetts-Bay, and Rill occupied itas
a garrifon, on the 19th day of A4pri/, fent out trom that
place a large detachment of his army, who made an v
provoked affault on the inhabitants of the faid provinee,
at the town of Lexington, as appears by the aflidavits of
a great number of perfons, fome of whom were offices
and foldiers of that detachment, murdered eight of the
inhabitants, and wounded many others. From thence the
troops proceeded in warlike array to the town of Concord)
where they fet upon another party of the inhabirants e
the fame province, Kkilling feveral and wounding moré
until compelled <o retreat by the country people {uddes

affembled
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sfiembled to repei this cruel aggretiicn. Hoflilities, thus
commenced by the Britifb troops, have beea fince pro-
fecuted by them without regard to faith or reputation.—
The inhabitants of Bs7cn being confined within that town
by the general their governor, and having, in order to
procure their difmiffion, entered into a treaty with him,
it was {tipulated that the faid inhabitants heving depofit-
ed their arms, with their own magifirates, fhould have
liberty to depart, taking with them their other effefts.
They accordingly delivered up their arms, but in open
violation of honor, in defiance of the obligation of trea-
ties, which even favage nations efteem foccred, the gea
vernor ordcred the arms depotited as aforefaid, that they
"might be preferved for their owners, to be fcized by a
body of fuldiers; detained the greateit part of the inhabi-
tants in the town, and compelled the few who were per-
mitted to rectire, to leave their moft valuabie efteéts be.
hind. _

By this perfidy wives are feparated from their hufbands,
children from their parents, the aged and the fick from
their rclaticns and friends, who with to attend and com-
fort them; and thefe who have been ufed to live in plenty
and even elegance, are reduced to deplorable diilrefs.

The general, further emulating his miniiterial mafiers,
by a proclamation bearing date on the 12th day of June,
after venting the greileft falfehoods and cclumnics againft
the good people of thete Colonies, proceeds to ¢ declare
“ them all, either by name or defcription, to be Yebels
“ and traitors, to fuperfede the courfe of the common
“ law, and inttead thereof to publith and crd:r the ufe
“ and ‘exercife of the law martial.” His troops have but-
chered our countrymen, have wantonly burnt Charief-
town, befides a confiderable number of houfes in other
Places; our (hips and veflels are feiz2d; the neceffary fupe
p-ies of provifions are intercepted. and he is excrting his
uimot power to {pread deftruétion and devaitation a-
found him.

We have received certain intelligence, that general
Carelton, 1he governor cf Canada, is inltigating the
' N weople
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peepie of that prevince and the Indians to fall upon us;
aad we have tut tco much reafom to epprehend, that
fchemes have been formed to excite domellic enemies
ezainft us.  In briet, a part of thele Colonies now feel,
and all of them are furc of feeling, as tar as the vengeance
ef adminiftration can inflict them, the complicated cala.
mities of fire, {word, and famine. We are reduced to
the alternative of chufing an unconditional fubmiflion to
the tyranny of irritated minifters, or retiftance by force,
—The latter is our choice. —We have counted the coft
of this conteft, and find nothing fo dreadtul as voluntary
fiavery. —Honor, juitice, and humani'y, forbid us tamely
to furrender that treedom which we received from our
pailant anceftors, and which our innocent pofterity have
u right to reccive from us. We cannot end ire the in-
famy and guiit of refiguing fucceeding generations to that
vretchedneds which inevitably awaits them, it we bafely
entail hereditary bondage upon them.

Our caufe is jutt.  Qur union is perfe&®.  Qurinternal
refources are great, and, if neceflary, foreign afiiftance
1s undoubtedly attainable.—We gratefully acknowledge,
as fignal inftances of the Divine tavor towards us, that
providence would not permit us to be catled into this
fevere controverly, until we were grown up to our pre.’
{znt (trength, had bzen previoufly exercifed in warlike
cperatiors, and poficfied of the means of defending our-
feives. With hearts fortified with thefe animating re-
fl=&tionsgy we moll felemnly, before God and the world,
declare, that, exerting the utmott enevgy of thofe powers,
which cur benelicent Creator hath gracioufly beftowed
upon us, the arms we have been compeiled by ocur enc.
mies to affume, wez wiil, in dzfiance of every hazard, with
unsbatieg firmuels and perfeverence, emplos for the pre-
fervaticn of our liberties; being with one mind refolved
to die freemen rather than to live {i:ves,

Left this declaration thould difquict the minds of our
friends aud fellow-fubjects in any part of the empire, we
aTure them that we mie n ot to difiolve that union which
has fo long end fo L aly fublited betwesen us, ‘a_mlil

whic
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which we fincerely with to fee reftored.—Neceflity has
not yet driven us into that defperate meafure, or induc-
ed us to excite any other nation to war againft them.—
We have not raifed armies with ambitious defigns of fe-
prrativrg from Great-Britain, and eftablithing indepen-
dent ftates. \We fight not for glory or for conqueft. We
exhibit to mankind the remarkabie fpetacle ot a peopie
attacked by unprovoked enemies, without an imputatioa
or even (ulpicion of offence. They boaft of their privi-
leges and civilization, and yet proffer no milder condi.
tions than fervitude or death,

In our own native land, in defence of the freedom that
is our birth-right, and which we everenjoyed tiil the late
violation of it—for the protetion of our property, ac-
quired folely by the honeft induftry of our fore-fathers
and ourfelves, again(t violence atually offered, we have
taken up arms. We fhall lay themn dewn when ho tilt.
ties fhall ceafe on the part of the aggredors, and all dun-

er of their being renewed fhall be removed, and net be-
..

With 2n humble confidence in the mercies o the fu-
preme and impartial Judge and ruler of the uuiverie, we
~moit devoutly implore his Divine goodnefs to prot=¢t us
hasoily through this great confli&t, to ditpofe cur adver-
farics to rzeonciitation on reafonable terms, anl thereby
*3 reiizve the empire from the calamities of cirvil war.

T.e feccond ADDRESS of 1the Congrefs sf the United Cslonies
ot N.rthe-dmerica, t ths P-up/e J/ (u eat-Dritain, agreed
10 44 Congrefs the 8th duy of Fuly, 1775.

Friende, Countrymen, and Brothren, .
Y thete, and by every other appellaticn that may
defignate the ties which bind us to each other, we
entreat your ferious attention to this our fecond atrempt
to prevent their ditffelution. Remembrance of formcr
fricndihips, pride in the plorious atchicvements of our
common anceftors, and atfeltions for the heirs of their
virtues, have hitherto preferved cur mutual connedtion;
but
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' but when that friendihip is violated by the groficft inju~
rxes, when thie pride of anceltry becomes our reproach,
and we are no ctherwife ailied than as tyrants and flaves;
when reduced ro the melancholy alternative of renouncing
ur favor or our freedom; can we helitate about the
choice ? Let the fhirit of Bntons determine.

In a fermer addiefs we allerted our rights, 2nd (tated
the i:juries we had then received. We hoptd that the
miention ot our wrorgs weuld have reufcd that honeft
indignation which has flept too lors for veur Fonor, or
the welture ot the empire. But we Lave not been pere
piittzd to cnteriin th's pleing expoltation. Every day
l"'(‘u;"\t anoaccumuiation or injuric, and the invention

Cthemiv Hiry hus been conttanny exercifed, in adding
to 'iw' ceivmitics of vour Ninciican brethren.

After the matt valuable righe of legiflation was infiing.
eds when the powers o ned by your p.riiunent, in
which we are rot reprefenied, and from our local and
oer circumilances caunot properly be reprefunted, ren-
dered cur property precaricus;y after being denied that

made of trial, to which w= have long been indebted for
t!u, tatety oF our perions, and the prefervation of our li-
berries; after Deing in many inftances divelted of thofs
v, wl i"’x were tranfimitted to us by our common an.
ceftors, and fubjedted to an arbitrary code, compiled un.
der the aulpices of Roman tyrants; after thofe charters,
which encouraged cur predeceffurs to brave death and
danger in every fhape, on wnknown feas, in deferts une
explored, amidit barbarcus and inhofpitable nations,
were annulled ; when witheut the form of trial, without

public accufution, whole colonics were condemned,
their trade deftroyed, thizir inhabitants impoverithed;
when foldiers were encouraged to imibrue their hands in
the blood of Americans, Ly oftirs of impunity; when
new modes of trial were inftituted fer the ruin of the at-
cuied, where the charge carried with it the horroks of
convition; when a derpotic government was eflabfifhed
in a neighboring province, and its limits extended to e-
very of our froaticys; we little imagined that any thullg

cou
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could be added to this black catalogue of unprovoked in-
juries: but we have unhappily been deceived, and the
{ate meafures of the Britith miniftry fully convince wus,
that their objelt is the redultion of thefe colonics to
flavery and ruin.

'To contirm this aflertion, let us recall your attenticn
to the affairs of America, tince our laft addrefs. Lot us
combat the calummnies of our enzmies; and let us warn
you of the dangers that threaten you in our dzitrultion,
Many of your fellow-fubj«lts, whole fituation deprived
them of other fupport, drew their maintainence from the
fea; but the Jdoeprivation ot our liberty being infufficient to
{itisfy the refentment of cur enzmies, tuc horrors of fo-
mine were fuperadded, and a Britith parliament, whe,
‘in better times, were the protectors of innocerce, and
the patrons of humantty, have, without diftin¢ticn « ¢
age or fex, robhed thontands ef the food which tlhey
were azcuttomezd to draw from that inexhaufiible fource,
placed in their neighborheod by the bencevolent Crector.

Anotaer at ef your legiﬂ‘\tm‘c {huts our ports, and
prohibits cur trol= with any, bur thofle ttates from whom
the great Law of fe [ prefervation renders it abfolutely ne-
ceilary we thouid ar preiosr witahold our comuncrce.
But this adt, whatoyv oo may have been its deiign, we ¢ona
fider rather azinjurious to your cpulerce (han our inte-
reit.  All cur commicrce terminates with yous and the
wealth we procure from other nations, is toon exchanged
for your fupertuitics,. Qur remittances mutt then ceafe
with cur trade; and our refinements with our aflluence.
We truit, however, that laws which deprive us of ever
bicfling brr 2 0il thac teams with the neceflaries of life,
and tat iberty which renders the ¢ Jovment of them fca
cure, w:ill not reinx our viges in their delfence,

We miant here oblerve ca tor crucity and inconfiften-
ey of thniz, who, .u.lz they pabiicly brand us with re.
Proachfi! and wnworthy epithi-t-, erdeavor to deprive us
of the micans of d-froce, Dy thiir incerpolition with fo-
reizn nowers, and to deliver us to the lawleds ravages of
dmerciiels toidiery.  But Lappily we are not without re-

a2 fources:
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fources; and though the timid and humiliating applice
tions ot a DBritilh miniftry fhould prevail with foreign
nations, yet indufiry, prompted by neceffity, wiil not
leave us without the mccﬁary fupplies.

We could with to go no further, and, net to wound
the ear of humanity, leave untold thofe rijorous alls
ot oppreflion, which are daily exercifed in the town
¢t bBoiton, did we not hope, that by difclaiming their
deeds and punifthing the perpetrators, you would fhortlyg
vindicate the honor of the lritith name, and re elab.
Lithed the violated laws of jultice.

‘T'hat once populous, fourithing, anl commercial
town, is now garrifoncd by an arwy fenst, not to pro.
tect, but to enliave its iubabitants. ‘The civil govern.
meunt is overturned, and a military defpotifm erected ups

on its ruins.  Without law, without right, powers are
affumcd urknown to the confiitution. Private property
1s unjuftly invaded. 'The inhabitants, daily fubjected to
the licentioufnels of the foldiery, are forbid to remove,
in dcfiance of their natural rights, in violation of the
moft folemn compadts. Or if, after long and wearifome
folicitation, a pals is p*ocur«.d, their effc€ts are detained,
ar.d even thefe who are moft favored, have no alternae
tive but poverty or flavery. The diftrefs of many thou.
fand people, wantonly deprived of the necefluries of life,
1s a {ubje€t on which we thould not wifh to enlarge.

Yet we cannot but obferve, that a Britith fleet, un.
juftified even by acls of your legiflarure, are daily em-
ployed in ruining our commerce, feizing cur {hips, and
depriving whole communitics of their daily bread. Nor
will a regard for your honor permit us to be filkent, while
Britith troops fully your glorv, by aéions, which the
moft inveterate enmity will not palliate among civiljzed
nations, the wanton aud unnecceilary dcﬂruéhon of

uarlefton, a large, ancient, and once populcus town,
before defected by its mhabnt.mt,, who had fled to avoid

the fury of vcur foldiery,

If you il retain thofe fentiments of co*npe.f’"on, by
which Britons have ever been diftinguiflicd 5 if the hu-

JLaNity,
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' manity, if the valor of our common 2nceficrs, Was nct
degenerated into crueity, you wiil lament the miferies
of their defcendants.

To what are we to attribute this treatment ? If to any
fecret principie of the cenftitution, let it be mentioned ;
let us learn, that the government we have long revered,
is not without its defects, and that while it gives free-
dom to a part, it neceflarily enflaves the remoinder of
the empire. If fuch a principle exifts, why fcr ages
has it ceafed to opcrate 2 Why, at this time, is it called
into ation 2 Can no reafon be afligned for this conducét ?
Or muft it be refolved inte the wiunton exercife of arbi-
trary power ? And fhall the defcendants of Britons tamc-
Iy fubmit to this 7 No, firs! we never will.  While we
revere the memory of our gallant and virtuous anceftors,
we never can furrender thofe glorious privileges, for
which they fought, bled, and conquered. Admit that
your fleets could deftroy cur towns, a1 ravage cur fezs
coafls ; thefe are inconfiderable objelts; things ¢f no mro-
ment to men, whofe bofoms glow with the ardor of li-
berty. We can retire beyond the reach ¢f your navy,
and without any fenfible diminution of the necefliries of
life, enjoy a luxury, which from that period ycu will
vant ; the luxury of being free.

We know the force of your arms, and was it called
forth in the caufe of juftice and your country, we might
dread thie «xertion ; but will Britons fight under the ban-
Bers of tyranny 2 Will they counteradt the labors, and
difzrace the vi€ories of their anceftors ? Will they forge
chains for their pofterity ? If they defcend to this un-
worthy tafk, will their twords retain their edgs, their
arms their accuftomed vigor! Britons can never becorre
the igftruments of oppretlion, till they loofe the fpirit of
freedom, by which, aione, they are invincible.
~ Our enemies charge us with fedition. In what does
it confift ! In our refufal to fubmit to unwarrantable adls
of injultice and cruelty ? If fo, fliew us a period in your
hiftory, in which you have not been equally feditious.

We are accufed of aiming at independcence 3 but bow

is
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is thif®accufation fupported ? Dy thc aliegations of yogp .
minifters, not by our actions. buf d, infulted, and
contemnned, what fteps have we pur!ued to obtam re.
drefs 2 'We have carried cur dutiful petitions to the
throne. We have applied to your jultice fer raiief.
We have retrenched our luxury, and withhe!"! our trade,

‘The advantages of cur commerce were defigned as g
compenfation for your protetion: when ycu ceafed to
proteét, for what are we to compcni'atc ?

What has beenthefuccefs of our endeavers? The cle.
mency of our fovereign is unhappily diverted ; our peti.
tions are treated with indignity ; our prayers aniwered
by infults. Our zpplication to vou remains unnoticed,
. and leaves us the meianchiely apprehention of your wang
ing either the will, or the power, to atlut us.

Eyen under thelz circumitances, what meafures Lave
we taken that betray 2z denre ot indepenicnce ! Have
we called i thg aid of thole toreign powers, wiio ave the
rivals of your grandeur ? When vour troops were few
and defencelels, did we take advantage of their Jif-
trefs, and C’(pd them our towns ? Or have #e per witeed
them to fortify, to reccive new aid, and to acuuire
additional ftrength ?

Let not vour encmies and ours perfuade-you, thati m
this we were influenced by fear or any other unwortlly
motivd. ‘The lives of Britons are flill dear to us. I'hcy.
are the- chiidren of our parents, anl an uninterrupted
intercourfe of mutuil benciits had knit the bonds of
friendthip, When hotiitties were commenced, when
on a late occufion we were wantonly attacked by your
troops, thcugh we repciied thile ailluits and returned
their blows, )Lt we lumented the wounds thcy obhgdd
us to give 3 nor have we yet learned to l‘(JOlCC at a vice
tory over Englithuren,

As we wi b not to colour cur »(lions, or dnf’mfc our-
thoughts, we fhuily in the fimple lannaag}c of trmh as
vYow ‘the meafures we have purtued, the motives upon
which we Lave adic: y an -] our future defigns.

Whe=n our late petiticn to the throne pioduced no os

ther
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their e fet than frefh injuries, and votesof your legiflature
calculated to juflify every feverity 5 when your fleets and
your armies were prepared to wreis from us our property,
to rob us of our literties or our lives ; when the hoftile
attempts of general Gage evinced iis detigns, we le.
vied armies for our {ecurity and defence. When the
powers vefted in the governor of Canada, gave us
reafon to Ar,prmend dqnger trom that quarter, and we
had frequent intimations, that a cruel and favage encmy
wis to be let loofe upon the defencelefs inhabitants of
our frontiers, we took fuch meafures as prudence didtated,
as necetiny will jultify., We poiletled ourtelves of Crown-
Point and Ticonderosa.  Yer, give us leave moft fo-
emnly to affure you, thar we have not yet loft fight of
the objelt we¢ have ever had in view, a reconcihiation
with vou on conttiutional princinles, ,md a reltoration
of thut friendly intercourfe, which, to the advantage of
both, w=, till lurcly, maintained. .

The inhabitants of this country apply themfelves chief-
ly to agriculture and commerce.  As their fathions and
manners are fimilar to yours, your markets muft afford
them the conveniencies and luxuries, for which they ex-
change the produce of their labors. The wealth of this
extended cofitinent centers with you; and our trade is
fb regulated “as to be fubfervient only to your intereft.
You are too reafonable to exped, that by taxes, in addi-
tion to this, we fhould contribute to your expence; to be-
lieve, after diverting the fountain, that the ftreamg can
flow with unabated force.

It has been faid, that we rcfufc to fubmit to the re-
firiCtions on our commerce. From whence is this infer-
ence drawn ? Not from our words, we having repexted-
Iy declared to the contrary; and * ¢ again proiels our
fubmiflion to the feveral aéts of trade and navigation paf-
fed before the year 1763, trufting, neverthelefs, in the
equity and juftice of parliament, that fuch of them as,
Upen coel and impartial confideration fhall appear to have
impofed unneceflary or grievous reftriGtions, will, at fome
happier period, be repzaled or aliered, And we cheer-

fully
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fully confent to the operation of fuch adts of the Britih
parliament as fhail be reftrained to the regulation of oyr
external commerce, for the purpofe of fecuring the com.'
mercial advantages of the whole empire to the mother.
country, and the commercial benefits of its refpe@ive
members ; excluding every idea of taxation, internal or
external, for raifing a revenue on the {ubjelts in Ameri-
ca without their confent.

It is alledged, that we contribute nothing to the com.
mon defence. ‘To this we anfwer, that the advantages
which Great-Dritain reccives from the monopoly of our
trade, far exceed our proportion cf the expence neceffa.
ry for that purpcfe. But {hould thefe advantages be in.
adequate thereto, let the reltrictions on our trade be re.
woved, and we will chcerfully contribute our proportioa
when conftitutionally required.

It is a fundamental principle of the Britifh conftituti.
on, that every man fhould have at leaft a reprefentative
fhare in the formation of thofe laws by which he is bound.
Were it otherwife, the regulation of our internal police
by a "Britith parliament, who are and ever will be unac-
quainted with our local circumftances, muft be alw.ys
inconvenient, and frequently oppreilive, working our
wrong, without yielding any poflible advantage to you..

A plan of accommodation, as it has been ablurdly
called, has beea propofed by your miunitlers to our re
fpeftive affemblies. Were this propofal free from every
other objeCtion, but that which arifes from the time of
the offer, it would not be unexceptionable. Can men de
liberate with the bavonet at their breafts ? Can they treat
with freedom, whilc their towns are facked 3 wher daiy
inftances of injullice and oppreflion difturb the flower
operations of reafon ?

If this propofal is really fuch as you would offer and we
accept, wiy was it delayed till the nation was put to ufclefs
expence, and we werereduced to our prefent mclan:acholy
fituation ¢ If it holds forth nothing, why was it pro:
pofcd ? Unlefs, indeed, to deceive you into a beliet, thal
we were unawilling to liften to any terms of accpmm_Od"f

tion .
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tion? But what is fubniiited to our confideration ? We

contend for the difpofal of cur property. We are told
that our dem:nd is unreafonable, that our 2flemblies may
indeed colle&t our money, but that they muft, at the
fime time, ofier, not what your exigencies or ours may
require, but fo much as fhall be deemed fufficient to fa-
tisfy the defires of a minifier, and enable him to provide
for favorites and dependants. A recurrence to your
own treafury will convince you how little of the money
slteady extorted from us, hus been applied to the relief
of your burdens. ‘o fuppofe that we would thus graf)

the thadow, and give up the fubitance, is adding infult tg
injuries.

We have neverthelefs, again prefented an humble and
dutiful petition to our fovereign; and to remove every
imputation of obflinacy, have requelted his majefty to die
reét fome mode, by which the united applications of his
fithful colonifls may te improved into a happy and per-
manent reconciliation. We are wiiling to treat on fuch
terms as can alone render an accommodation lafling, and
we flatter ourfelves that our pacific endeavors will be at-
tended with a remcval of miuifterial troops, and a repeal
of thofe laws, of the operation of which-we complain, on
the one part; and a d.fbanding of our army, and a diflo.
Jution of our commercial affociatiens, cn the other.

, Yct conclude not from this that we purpofz to furren-
der our property into the hands of your miniflry, or veft
your parliament with a power which may terminate in
our deftruion. 'The areat bulwarks of our conflitution
we have have defired to maintain by every temperate, by
cvery peaceable means; but your minifters (equal foes to
Britith and American freedom) have added to their for-
mer oppreflions an atteaipt to reduce us by the fword to
1 bafe and abjet fubmiffion. On the fword, therefore,
we a:2 obliged to rely tor protection. Should victory de-
thre in your favor, yet men trained to arms from their
iofancy, and animated by the love ot liberty, will afford
neither a cheap nor eafy conqueft. Of this at leaft we are
Affured, that our ftruggle will be glorious, our fuccefs
' certain
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certain fince even in death we fhail find that frccdom
which ia life vyou forbid us to enjoy.

Lzt us now afk what advantages are to attend our re.’

Guétion ¢ The trade of a ruined and defolate country js
alwavs inconfiderable, its revenue trifling; the expence
of tubjedting and retaining it in fubjection certain and ine.
vitable.  What then remains but the gmuncatlon of an
ill-judzed pride, or the hiope of rendering us fubfervient
to cefigns on vour hiberty.

Soldicrs who have theathed their fwords in the bowels
of their American brothren, w ! not draw them with
more reiuctince agaialt you. \\..-.1 too late you may
lament tis lofs of that frec. Jom, which we exhort you,
whiie {tifl in your power, to picicrve.

On tihe other huand, fhouid you prove unfuccefsful;
fhould that councétion, which we mott ardently wifh to
mainrain, be difflved; fhould your minifters exhauft
your treafurcs and waite the blood of your count-ymcn in
vain attempts on our liberty ; do tiiey not dciiver you,
weak and defencelefs, to your natural enemies.

Since then your liberty muit be the price of your vic.
tories; your ruin, of your defcar: —\What biind fatality
can urge vou to a purluit deftrultive of ail that Dritons
hold dear

If you have no regard to the conncion that has for

apes fubtifted between ur j if vou have turgor tiie wounds
we have received fiahting by vour tide for the cxtenfion
of the empirz; if our comnierc: is not an obi«¢t below
vour confideration; if juflicc and humanity have loft their
influence on your hearts; {till motives are not wanting to
excite your indignation at the mealures now purfued:
Your wealth, your honor, ycur Liberty arz at {ake.

Notwithftanding the diftrefs to which we are reduced, !
we fometimes fox'"et our own a{.1i{iions, to audupxtc and

fympathize in yours.  We gricve that rath ard incoafie

(’cr;xte councils fhould precipiiate the deftructon of an
empire, which has been the envy and adimiration ot ages,
and call God to witnels ! that we fhouid part with our
preperty, endanger our iives, aud facrilice every lhmg
but iiberty, to redeem you from ru'n,
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A cloud hangs over your heads and ours; e’er this
reaches you, it may probably burft upon us; let us then
(before the remembrance of former kindnefs is obliterat-
ed) once more repeat thofe appellations which are ever
teful in our ears; let us entreat heaven to avert our
ruin, and the deftrution that threatens our friends, bre-
thren, and countrymen, on the other fide of the Atlantic.

A DECLARATION by the Reprefentatives of the UNITED
STATES of AMERICA, in Congrefs affembled, Fuly 4, 1776.

HEN, in the courfe of human events, it becomes
neceflary for one people to diffolve the pelitical
Wnds which have conne@ed them with another, and to
sflume, among the powers of the earth, the feparate and
equal ftation to which the laws of nature and of nature’s
God entitle them, a decent refpet to the opinions of
mankind requires, that they fhould declare the caufcs
which impel them to a feparation.

‘We bhold thefe truths to be felf-evident ; that all
men are created equal; that they are endowed, by their
Creator, with certain unalienable rights; that among
thefe are life, liberty, and the purfuit of happinefs.—

That to fecure thefe rights, governments a1. inflituted
among men, deriving their juft powers from the confent
of the governed ; that whenever any form of government
becomes deftrutive of thefe ends, it is the right of the
people to alter or to abolith it, and to inftitute new go-
vernment, laying its foundation o fuch p:inciples, and
s0rganizing its powers in fuch ¢ rm,; as to them fhall
feem moft likely to effeét their fufety and happinefs.—
Prudence, indeed, will dictate, that givernmcnts long
cflablithed, fhould not be c..inged for ligh: and tranfient
caufes; and accordingiy all experience hath thewn, that
maakind are more difpofed to {uffer, while evils are fuf-
ferable, than to right themfelves by aholithing the forms
t which they are accuftomed. But when a long train of
tples ang ulurpations, purfuing invariably the fame ob-

124
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jet, evinces a defign to reduce them under abfolute def.
poti{m, it is their right, it is their duty, to throw off .
fuch government, and to provide new guards for their fy.
ture fecurity. Such has been the prefent futferance of
thefe colonies ; and fuch is now the neceflity which cea. -
ftrains them to alter their former fyftems of government,
The hitery of the prefeat king of Great-Britain is a hifs
tory of repeated injurics and ufurpations, zall having in
direlt object the eftablithment of an ablolute tyranny o.
ver thefe ftates. '[o prove this, let falls be fubmitted to
to a caudid world.

Hz has refufed his aflent to laws the moft wholefome,
and neceflary for the public good.

He has forbidden his governors to pai: laws of imme.
!tate and prefling importance, unlets {ufpended ia their
op=- otisn till his affent thouid be obtained ; and when fo
fufre < ‘ed, he has utterly negleted to attend to them,

He has retuled to pafs other laws for the accommoda.
tion of large diitriCts of people, unlefs thole people would
relinquith the right of reprefentation in the legiflature;
a right ineftimable to them, and formidable te tyrants
only.

He has call=d together legiflative bodies at plices un.
ufual, uncomfortable, and diitant from the dep« (itory of
their public records, for the fole purpofe of fatiguing
them inte compliance with his mealures.

He has diflolved reprefentative houfes repeatedly, for
oppofing, with manly firmnefs, his invalions on the rights
of the people.

He has refufed for a long time, after fuch diffolutions,
to caufe others to be eletedy whereby the legiflative of
powers, incapable of annihi'ation, have returned to the
people at large for their cxercife ; the ftate remaining,
in the mean time, expofcd to the dangers of invafion
from without, and convulfions within.

He has endeavored to prevent the population of thd:t
{tates ; for that purpole obflructing the laws for nacuralis

cation of foreiguers ; refufing to pafs others to encoux;agﬁ
® thoe
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their migration hither, and raifing the conditions of new
appropriations of lands.
.. He has obftruted the adminiftration of juftice, by
 refufing his affent to laws for eftablifhing judiciary powers.

He has made judges dependent on his will alone, for
the tenure of their offices, and the amount and payment
of their falaries.

He has ereted a multitude of new offices, and fent hi.
ther iwarms of officers to harrafs our people, and ¢at out
their fubftance,

- He has kept among us, in times of peace, ftanding ar.
mics, without the confent of our legiflatures.

He haes affe@ed to render the military independent of,
and fuperior to the civil powsr.

He has combined with others to fubje® us to a jurn.
di¢tion foreign to our conftitution, and un:cknowledged
by our laws ; giving his affent to their alts of pre:ended.
kgiflation :

For quartering large bodies of armed troops among us :

- For protelting them, by a mock trial, from punifl-
-ment for any murders which tiey fhould commit on the
inhabitants of thefe ftates: .

For cutting off our irade with all parts of the world :

For impofing taxes on us without our confent :

For depriving us, u many cafes, of the benefits of tsi-
al by jurv.

F r tran{fpeiring us beyond feas to be tricd for pre.-
ton e 0Sences :

For abolithine the f:ze fvliem of Englilh laws ia 3 ..
ne hhoring pruvinre, eftadl:ing therelu an arbitrary
‘povernment, and enlarging its boundarics, {o as to rene
der it 2* once an exampie and Bt inftrument for intro-
ducin; the {fame abfolute rule into thefe colonies :

cor taking away our charters, abolithing our moft va-
tuabie laws, and altering {fundamentally the forms of our
governuucnts ¢ ‘

For fufpending our own legiflatures, and declaring
themfelves invefted with power to legiflate for us in all ™

cafes whatfozver.
He -
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He has abdicated government here, by declaring us out
of his proteltion, and waging war againft us,

He has plundered our feas, ravaged our coafts, burnt
.eur towns, and deftroyed the lives of our people.

He is, at this time, tranfporting large armies of fo.
reigm mercenaries to complete the works ot death, defo.
lation, and tyranuny, already began with circumflances
of cruelty and perfidy, fcarcely paralicled in the moft
barbarous ages, and totally unworthy the head of a civie
lized nation. .

He has conftrained our fellow-citizens taken captive
on the high {eas, to bezar arms againft their country, to
become the executiomers of their friends and brethren,
o: to fall themfelves by their hands.

tle bas excited domeftic infurrection among(t us, and
has endeavored to bring on the inhabitanis of our fron.
diers the mercilefs indian favages, whole known rule of
warfare is an undiftinguifhed deitrultion, of all ages,
texes and conditions.

In every ftage ot thefe oppreflions we have petitioned .
for redrefs in the mof{t humble terms: our repeated peti
tions have been anfwered only by repeated injury. A
prince, whofe charalter is thus marked by every alt
which may define a tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler ofa
tree people.

Nor have we been wanting in attentions to our Britifh
brethren. We have warned them, from time to time,
of attempts by their legifliture to extend an unwarranta-
ble jurifdiftion over us We have reminded them of the
circumftances of our emigration and fettlement here.
We have appealed to their native juflice and magnanimi. !
ty, and we have conjured them by the ties of our com-
mon kindred to difavow thofe ufurpations, which would
inevitably interrupt our connexions and corref{pondence.
They too have been deaf to the voice of juftice and of
confanguinity. We muft, therefore, acquieice in the ne.
ceflity, which denounces our feparation, and hold them,
as we hold the reft of mankind, enemies in war, in peacs,

friends.
We,
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We, thercfore, the reprefentatives of the UniTim -
$vaTEs of AMERICA, in GENERAL CoNGRESss afiem-
bled, appealing to the fupreme }udge of the world for
the retitude of our irtemtions, do, in the name, and by
sthority of the good people of thefe colonies, folemuly
publith and declare, ‘I'hat thefe United Colonies a3
sd of right ought to be, FRER and INDEPENDENT
STaTEs; that they are abfolved from all allegiance to
the Britifh crown, and that all political coanexion be-
tween them and the ftate of Great Britain, is, and ought
to be, torally diffolved ; and that as Frer and INDE-
MNDPENT STATES, they have full power to levy war,
conclude peace, contra@t alliances, eftablith commerce,
and to do all other alls and things which INDEPENDEN"
StaTes may of right do. Aund for the fupport of this

|
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declaration, with a firm reliance on the protetioi. ot
Diving ProVIDENCE, we mutually pledge to eack
other our lives, our fortunes, and our facred honor,

4 fhert AccouNT of the CONSTITUTION of each of
1 the STATE:S.

HE fupreme power of the United States is lodged

in a Congrefs of delegates from each of the ftates;

bet each ftate retains its fovercignty and independence,

ad every right which is not exprefly delegated to the
United States in Congrefs aflembled.

New-Hampfbive. The executive power is in a prefi-
dent, who is chofen annnally by the people; he muft be
otthirty years of age, have an eftate of scol. one half of
which to be a freehold, in his 6wn rigzht, and be of the
Proteitant religion.—He is afliftel by a council of five,
;hrofcn annually by the legiflature, frcm among them-
elves, .

. The legiflative power is veft2d in a fenat~ endbouft cf
efentatives; who are Sc&cd annualiy br the pi'oplé:&
2. -_—
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2-A fenator muft be of the Proteftant religion, and i
feized in' his own right of -a frechold eftate of 20e/. of
thirty years of age, and an inhabitant of the diftrit for"
which he ischofen. A reprefentative muft have been an
inpabitant of the ftate for two years have an eftate of the
3“ of 105/. one half of which to be a frechold, in his
own right, be an inhabitant of the diftri€t in which he i
chofen, and be of the Proteftant religion. |

All males of twenty one years of age, having paid taxes,
are intitled to vote for all eletive officers in the ftate,

MajJachufz1ts-Bay. The executive power is in 8 go.
vernor, lieutenant governor, and privy council: The legi-
flature coniifts of two branches, a fenate, and a houfe
of reprefentatives. A {enator muft have been an inha.
bitant of the ftate five years, poflefs a real eftate ef 300/,
or a perfonal eftate of 600/. A reprefentative muft have
been an inhabitant one year, have a freehold of a tcek
or a perfonai eftate of 200/. The governor or licutenant
governor muft have been an inhabitant for feven years,
and poffefs a frechold of 100c/. An eletor muft bean.
inhabitant, and poflefs an eftate of 6el. or an anually ine
come of 3/. The governor, licutenant govenor, and
legiflature, are chofen annually by the people. The privy:
council are arfhually chofen by the legiflature from the
members of the fenate.

All who renounce every foreign jurifdittion, civil and
ecclefiaftic, are admitted to the offices of government..

_ Rbode-ffland. The government of this fiate is the
fame as eftablithed by the charter of Charles II;. for in:
that the king ceded to the people all powers, legifiativey
executive and judiciary. The legiflature confifts of two
branches; the governor fits in the upper houfe. The
Jegiflature are chofen amnually by the people. Every freee
man has a right to clet or be cleted into office.

Comnelicut. 'This ftate alfo retains its ancient form Of’f
government, which is nearly the fame with that of Rhoder

y




( 159 )
Mand. Forty fhillings freehold or forty pounds perfonal
eitate, a civil conver{ation, and- maturity of years, quali.
fies an inhabitant to eleét or be eleéted into office.

New-York. The executive power is lodged in a go-
vernor. The legiflature confifis of two branches, a fenate,
and 2 heufe of aflembly. ‘The governor-is chofen every
three years ;. he muft poffefs a clear freehold of 109/. he
is chofen by frecholders of tho fame qualification. The
fenators and their eleCors muft be qualified as aforefaid.
The afiembly is ohofen by:all thofe who have been refi-
dent in the ftate for fix months, pofiefs a freekold a 20/
or have rented a tenement of the yeaaly value of 40s.

New- Ferfey.  The executive power is ledged in a go-
vernor, who is chofen annually by the legiflature. The
legiflative power is in a.council and general aflembly,
The qualifications of the governor and councillors are,
ene year’s refidence, and an eftate of a1000/. An af-
femblyman muft have an eftate of §oo/, and have been an
inhabitant one year. The ele€tors muft have been refi-
denters one year and be worth 5o/. The council and af-
fembly are chofen annually..

Proteftants only are admitted te offices of government.

Pennfylvania. The executive power is lodged in a pre-
fident and council: The legiflative power is i a houfe of
reprefentatives. The prefident is chofen annually by the
council and affembly; the council is chofen triennally,
and the affembly annually, by the peopls. One year’s
refidence, and having paid public taxes, qualify a man to
be an ele@or; and two years refidence renders a man
eligible to any office in the commonwealth. A ceunci
of cenfors are chofen every feven years, to enquire into
_ the abufes of the conftitution.

All who profefs the Chriftian religion are admitted te
* the offices of government.

Dclaware. The executive power is in a governor and
privy
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privy council, who are elefted by the legiflature : T
Jegillature coniifts of two hranches, a council and a howfg:
of affembly. . The governor is chofen trienaslly, andthy
privy council for two years; the legiflative council is trien.
nial, and the houfe of aflembly annual, both chofen by
the people. ) o

All who ¢ profels faith in God the Father, and Jefus
Cbrift, and the Holy Ghoft, onc God,” arc ademitted te ,
the offices of government. A i

Maryland. The executive power is lodged in a go.
vernor and privy council, chofen annually by the legif.
lature. The legiflature confilts of two branches, a fenate -
and houfe of delegates. The fenate are chofen for five .
years, and the houfe of delegates annually. The govwer.
nor muft have property to the value of gooo/, and have .
been five years an inbabitant; and a privy councillor or
femator muft have been a reftdenter for three years, and
have frechold above the value of 1000/; a delegate muft
have been a refidenter one year, and pofiefs property a- .
bove the value of 500/, Eleftors muft have a freehold of -
fifty acres, or property above the value of 5o/, before .
they be entitled vote. |

Virginia. ‘The executive power is exercifed by a go-.
vernor, who is chofen annually, and a privy council, who .
are chefen triennally, by the legiflature. 'The legiflative
is formed of two diftinét branches, a fenate, chofen, every
four years, and a houfe of delegates, chofen annually,

by the peeple.

North-Caralina. The executive pewer is in 8 govere-.
nor aud council of ftate chofen annually by the legifla- .
turc; the governor muft have been an inhabitant five
years, and have a freehold of the value of a 1cea/. The
lesiflature confifls of two branches, a fenate and houle
of commons; a fenator muft have refided in the ftate oné .
year, and poflefs at leatt 3coacres of land in fee; a meme

der of the houfe of commons, muft poflefs 100 acr? n
€5
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fc; both houfes are chofen annually; and all freemen
who have been inhabitants one year, and paid taxes, may
vote for commoners, but they muft poffels 50 acres of a
frechold before they can vote for {enators.

Protefiants only are admitted to offices of government.

.South-Carolina. ‘The executive authority isadminifier-
ed by a governor, aflifted by a licutenant governor and
privy council, who are chofen by the legiflature every
two years. The legiflative power is velled in two dif-
tin€t bodies, a fenate and houfe of reprefentatives, who

we chofen every two years by the people. A governor

snd licutenant governor muft have been refidents ten
years and privy councillors five years, and each poffefs an
ehate of 10,000/; a fenator muft be thirty years of age,
bave been a refidenter five years, and have an eftate of

1000/, or if a non-refident in the parith hc is chofen for,
' eftate of 7000/, and be of the Proteftant religions
'3 reprefentative muft have been a refident three years,
ind poffefs an eftate of , and be of the Proteftant
religion. Any free white man who belives in the being
of a Ged, who has been one year an inhabitant, and paid
taxes equal to the tax on fifcy acres of land, has a right
to ele€t members of the legiflature.

Georgia. 'The government of this ftate has lately been
new modelled; we have not been able to obtain a copy.

ExTRACT from the ARTICLES of PEACE.

ART. I. IS Britannic majefty acknowledges the faid

United States, viz. New Hampthire, Maf-
fachufettes Buy, Rhode-Ifland and Providence Plantati-
oas, Conne&ticut, New- York, New. Jerfey, Pennfylvania,
Delaware, Maryland,. Virginia, North-Carolina, South-
Carolina and Georgia, to be free, fovereign, and inde-
pendent ftates; that he treats with them as fuch; and
for his heirs and fucceflors, relinquifhes all claims to the
government, property, and territorial rights of the fame
and every part thereof, ART.

[



162 )
.~ ART. 2. And that all difputes which miglit arife
future, on the fubjet of the boundaries of the faid Uniwg
States, may be prevented, it is hereby agreed and decla
ed, that the following are and fhall be their boundarie
viz. From the north-welt angle of Nova-Scotia, vig
that angle which is formed by a line drawn due north
from the fource of St. Croix River to the Highlands a.
long the faid Highlands, which divide thefe rivers thay
empty themfelve- into the river St. Lawrence, from thofg
which fall into the Atlantic Ocean, to the north-weftern,
moft head of Connellicut river; thence down along the
middle of that river to the forty-fifth degree of nowh
latitude, from thence by a line due weit on.faid latitude
vatil ir ftrikes the river Iroquois or Cataraqui; thene
along tbhe middle of the faid river into Loke Ontarieg
shrough the middle of faid lake until it {trikes the com:
munication by water between that lake and Lake Erig)
thence aloag the middle of faid communication inte l.ahi

Erie ; through the middle of faid lake, unril it arrives a\
the water communication between that lake and Lake
Huron ; thence along the miudle of faid water couamasie
cation into the Lake Huron ; theace through themid,
dle of faid lake 10 the water communication betweea
that lake and Lake Superior ; thence threugh Lalkg
Superior, northward of the Iles Royal and Phelipeaus,
to the Long Lake; thence through the middle of faid
Long Lake, and the water communication between it
anl the Lake of the Woods, to the faid Like of the
Woods ; thence through the fa'd lake to the moft
north weftern point thereof, and from thence on a duc
welt courfe to the river Miffiflippi ; thence by a line e
be drawn along the middle ot the faid river Miffifippi,.
until it thail interfe& the northernmolt part of the thistge.
firft degree of north latitude. South, be a line to be-
drawn due eaft from the determination of the line lak
mentioned in the iatitude of thirty-one degrees north ol
the equator to the m.ldle of the river Apalachichola @
Catahouche; thence along the middle thereof toits jond
tion with the Fiint river, theace ftrait to the head of Bt

: Marys
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Mary's river; and thence down along the middle of faid
fiver to the Atlantic Ocean. Eaft, by a line to be drawn
dong the middle of the river St. Croix from its moyth
ia the Bay of Fundy to its fource, and from its {ource
dire®tly north to the aforefaid Highlands which divide
the rivers which fall into the Atlantic Ocean, trom thole
which fall into the river St. Lawrence, comprehend-
ig all iflands within twenty leagues of any part of the
fhores of the United States, and lying between lines to
b drawn due caft from the points where the aforefaid
Wundarics between Nova Scotia on the one part, and
Lt -Florida on the other, fhall refpeflively touch the
Bey of Fundy and the Atlantic Ocean, excepting fuch
ifan.s as now are or heretofore have been within the li-
mits of the faid province of Nova Scotia.

ArT. 3. It is agreed, that the people of the United
Sntes fhall continue to enjoy nnmolefted the right to
take fith of every kind on the Grand Bank, and on all
other banks of Newfoundland, alfo in the gulph of St.
lawrence, and all other places in the fea, where the in-
habitants of both countries ufed at any time heretofore
to ifh. And alfo, that the inhabitants of the United
States thall have liberty to take filh of every kind on fuch
part of the coaft of Newfoundland as Britith fithermen
fall ufe (but not to dry or cure the fame on that ifland)
and alfo on the coafts, bays, and creeks of all other of
bis Britannic majefy’s dominions in Awmerica; and that
the American fithermen fhall have liberty to dry and
are fith in any of the unfettled bays, harbors, and creeks
of Nova-Scotia, Magdalen Iflands, and Labrador, fo long
s the fame fhall remain unfettled; but {o foon as the
fame or cither of them fhall be fettled, it fhall not be lawe
ful for the faid fithermen to dry or cure fifh at fuch fettle-
ment, without a previous agreement for that purpofe with
the inhabitants, proprietors, or poffeflors of the ground.
: ¢ ArT. 8. The navigation of the river Mifliflippi, from
&8 fource to the ocean,.fhall for ever remain free and
:en to the fubjelts of Great-Britain and to the citizens
o the Uniged States.

Come

3



1 164 )

Computation of the Quantity of Land in the United Siates,

HE territory of the United States contains
computation a million of {quare miles, in which

640,000,000 of acres,
§1,000,000

are
Dedut for water,

Acres of land in the United States, 589,000,500 of ditto,

That part of the United States comprehend:-d between
the we(t temporary line of Pennfylvania on the eaft, the
boundary line between Britain and the United States, ex.
tending from the river St. Croix to the north-weft extre.
mity of the Lake of the Woods on the north, the river
Mifliflippi to the mouth of th¢ Ohio on the weft, and the
river Ohio on the {fouth, to the atorementioned bounds
of Pennfylvania, contains by computation about feur
hundred and eleven thoufand iquare miles, in which are,

263,040,000 acres.

Dedult for water,
To be difpofed of by order
4 of Congrefs,

43,040,0c0

220,000,000 of acres.

4 Eftimate of the number of acres of water, north and aef-
award of the viver Obioy within the territory of the United

= States.

Acres.
In lake Superior, - - 21,952,780
Lake of the Woods, . - 1,133,800
Lake Rain, &c. - - 163,200
Red lake, - -. 551,000
,ake Michigan, - - 10,368,000
‘Bay Puan, - 1,216,000
Lake Huron, - - £,000,920
Lake $t. Clair, - . .- 89,500
Lake Erie, wellern part - 2,252,800
Sundry {mall ldkes aad rivers, . 301,000
43 ,040,000

J;llimm
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Efimate of the number of acres of avater avithin the
t.l'u teen United States.
Brought forward, 43,049,c09
In lake Frie, weftward of the line
extended from the north weft corner
}of Pennfvivania, due north to the
boundary between the Bririth terri-

torv and the United States, 410,070
In lake Oantario, - - 2,310,000
L-ke Champlain, - 500,000
Civeiapeek bay, - - 1,700,000
Albermarle buy, - 330,000
Deiaware bav, - - 630,000
All the rivers within the thirteen
ftates includng the Ohio, 2,000,609
7,960,0(;(}
! Total, 51,000,000

. The above calculrtions were made hon a&ual mea-
farement of the beft maps, by T'noaas HuTcHiNs,
gzoarapher to the United States,
. The who'e of this inmenic extent of unappropriated
wellsrp teriitory, containing, as above ftated, 220,000,000
ot acres, has been transcerred to the federal government,
and is pledged as a funld for ninking the contineatal d=bt;
i it is divided into new ftates, to be at a fnture period
almitted into the coufederation of the United States,
We thail fubjoin an exiralt of the orlinance ot Con.
grets, for diipoding of the lands 1 the faid weltern terrie-
tory 3 and the tempurare form of goveraaient ciabiithed
9y Congrefs for the naw fiate

3 ot Batrad Jorm an Ordinance 7,*’ ,,nmr[ far a,'.’eo
ing of Lands iz the Vi Toivitery.

: ONE of the lands within the {'x‘d ‘-—rri:m'y, {h:il be
fold under the pricecoione dolr e ucre, tobe p.’s‘d
in ‘pd:« crivan-oifice ceriibiontes, reaaicd icincCe velue

P by
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by the icals of dcpreciation, or certificates of liquidated
debts of the Un'ted States, including intereft, befides
tae expence of the furvey and cther charges thereon,
wiich are hereby rated at thirty-fix dollars the townfhip,.
in {pzcie or certificates as aforefaid, and {o in the fame
proportion for a fradlional part of a townthip or of a lot,
to be paid at the time of fales, on failure of which pay-
1ient, the faid lands fhall again be cffered for fale.

‘Ihere thall be refurved for the United States out of
every townthip, the four lots, being numbered 8, 13,
26, 2g, and out of every fralticnal part of a townfhip,
fo many lots of the fame numbers as {hall be found
thercon, for future fale.  There fhall be referved thelot
No 164, ot every townfhip for the maintainance of pub.
lic fcheols within the faid townfhip; allo one third part
of all gold iiiver lead and copper mines, to be fold, or
otherwife d.tpoled of, as Congrefs fhail hereafter dired.

An Ovnixasce [for the Government of the Territory of
¢the United States, norrh vyl of the river Okic,

E it crduiined bv the United States in Congrefs al-
B fembied, that e {eid territery, for that purpofes of
temporary government, be one diftrict, fubjcét, howerver,
to be divided into two didri&ts, as future circumitances
may, in the orinicn of Congreis, muke it expedient.

Pe it erdue'ned by the authority aforetard, that the
eftates both ct refident an:d non refident proprietorsin
“the fuid territery, dying inteCate, thall defcend to, and
“Pe diftributed raong their chidrong and the defcendants
of a deceafed chill er grendehild) to take the fhare of
their deceadzd Daront in eque! puis ameong them.,  And
where taere {1 53!1 b2 6o children or delcendants, thenin
equal parts to rhe next of kin, in equal degree: and a-
mong collaterils, the children of a deceafed brother or
fi ter of tle intcltate, fLicll Levein equyl parts among
¢hem, their decealed parents’ fharey and there fhall in
ro coe bra diftindion batveen kindred of the whole and
boif Uleod; faving in all calis to the widew of the ins

teitaie, .
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teftate, her third part of the real efiate for life, and one
third part of the perfonal eftate; and this law relative to
defcents and dower, fhall remain in full force until al-
tered by the legiflature of the difirict. And untii the go-
“vernor and judges fhall adopt laws =s herein alter men-
tioned, eftates in the {aid rerritory may be devifed or be-
queathed by wills in writing, fignel and fealed by him
or her, in whom the cftate may be (being of fuli age) and
attefted by three witnefless and real eftates may be cone
veyed by lealz and releafe, of bargain and fale, figned,
fealed, and delivered by the perfon being of tull ape, in
whom the eifate mav be, and artzited ov tve witnedder,
provided fuch wills be duely proved, a:d fuch convey.
ances be acknowledged, or the execurion thereet duiy
proved, and be recorded within ene year ulter proper
magifirates, courts, and regifiers fhall bs opuointed for
that purpofe; and perfonal proporty may be transforred
by delivery; faving, however, to the French ~nd Cam-
dian inhabitants, and other fcit'vrs of the Kofk. fkies,
St. Vincent’s, and the neighbou-ing viliiyzs, wao have
heretofore profefled themf lve ¢ .zens 61 Virginia, their
laws and cultoms now in forc: anmiaag them, relad

the defcent and conveyvence ot propzity,

Bz it ordained bre the satherite aforefiid, that there
fh.ll be appointed £ em time to tme, by Congreds, ago-
veruor, whole co:in lion fhall continue in torce ter tne
term of three years, uniets {cener revoked by Cengrels.
He thall refide in the dittridt, and have a freehold eftate
therein, in one thoufand acres of land, whils in the ex-
- erci{e of his othce.

There fhall be appointed, fron: rime to time, by Coh.
grels, a fecretary, whole commiflion ihail continue in
force for four vewrs, unlefs foouer revoked. 1le fhull
retide in the didndt, and hove = fre hold cfote thereir,
in five hundred acres of Land, while in the exercife of is
oftice. Tr {ha'l be his duty ro keep and preferve the ac,
and laws poficd by the legitlaturé, and the pubdiic records
of the dithridt, and the proceedings of th governor in
his ¢xecutive department; end tranimit av:hicatic copics

ct
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of fuch 2fis and proceedings, every fix months, to the
{ccretary of Congrels; there fhall alfo be appointed a
ccurt to couniift of three judges, any two of whom to form
a ccurt, who fhall huve a conumon law jarifdi&tion, and
refide in the difiri@, and have each therein, a treehold
eltate in {ive hundred acres of land while in the exercife
of their cfiice; ard their cemuniflions thall continue in
t>rce during geod behavicr.

The governor and judges, or a msjority of them, fhall
adoct zrd pubiith inthe diirit, fuch laws of the origi-
nal ttates, criminal and civil, as may de necclury, and bett
luited to th: circumfiarces of the dittriét, and report
them to Cergrels, iem tinie to time, which laws fhall
be in force in the dittrict, until the organization of the
general civmbly thercin, unlefs difapproved of by Con-
rrefe; bur afrerwards the legiflature thall have authority
to siter them as they fhall think 61,

‘T'hie geverncr for the tine being, fhall be commander
.0 chiler of the militia, appeint and comniiflion ail cflicers
in the fame, bolow the rank of general cfficers; all gen-
e-al cficers ihail be appcinted and commiflioned by Con-
grels,

P:evivus to the crganization of the general ffzmbly,
the pgoweiner thali appeint fuch mogifirates and other
civil ¢ &1zers, in each ccunty or townfhip as he (hall find
nzcztary for the preiervation of the peacs and good or-
der ia the fune.  Atter the general offembly thall be
rganized, the powers wad duties ot magifirates and o-
ther civil eflicers thall be regulated and defined by the
iaid afie nbivy but all moag'lrates and other civil oflicers,
not Lerein ctherwite divelied, thall, during tiie con-
tinuance of this temporary goeverament, be appointed by

&= governor.

Jor the prevention of crimes and injuries, tle laws to
b2 adopted or made, fhail Lave force in ali parts of the
CiQ, and for the ex:cutien of precefs, criminal and
civil, the governor thall maks proper divitions thercof,
and he the! proceed, frem time to time, as circuniftances
LIy requirz, o iny out the parts of the diauict in \Vhifh

1938+
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the Indian titles fhaill have been extirguithed, 1ute conr.
ties and townfhips, fubjclt, however, toruch aiteraticns
as may thereafter be made by the legiflature.

So foon as there fhall be five thouland free maiz in.
habitants, of fuil age, in the diftriét, upen giving prooef
thereot to the governor, thev fuall receive authoriry,
with time and place, to elelt reprefentatives from their
counties or townfhins, to reprefent them in the general
afiembly ; provided that for every five hundred free male
inhabkants there fhall be one reprefentative; and fo on
progreflively with the number cf free male inhabitants,
fhall the right of reprelentation increafe, until the num-
ber of reprefentatives fhall amount to twenty-five, after
which the number and proportion of reprefeatatives fhall
be regulated by the legiflature; provided that no perfon
be eligibie or qualilicd to a& as a reprefentative, unlefs
he thail hzave been a citizen of one of the United States
three years, and bz arefident in the diftrit, or unlefs he
fhall have reiided in the diftrict three years, and in either
afe fhall likewifz hold in his own right, in fee fimple,
tvo hundred acres of land within the {ame: provided
allo, that a freebhold in fifty acres of land in the difiriét,
having been a citizen of one of the United States, and
being refident in the diftri&t; or the like frechold, and
two years refidence in the difirict, fhall bz neceflury to
qualify & man as an eleflor of a repreicntative. .

The reprefentatives thus elefted, thall ferve for the
term of two years, and in cafe of the death of a repre-
fentative, or removal from office, the governor fhall
iffue a writ to the couaty or townfhip for which he was
2 member, to el=Ct another ia his {tead, to ferve for the
refidue of the term.

The general affembly, or legiflature, fhall confift or
the governor, legiilative council, and a heufe of repre-
fentatives. . ‘The legiflative council (ha!l confift of five
members, to continue in oflice five vears, unlefs founcr
removed by Congrels, any three of whowm to be a quo.
rm: and the members of tle councii fhall be nominat-
¢d.and appointed in the following manner, to wit, As

L2 feo:
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toon as reprelentatives fhall be eleted, the governor
tuail appoint a time and place for them to meet together,
and when m-t, they thall nominate ten perfens, retidents
in the ditisit, and each pofltfitd of a frechold in five
Lundred acres of land, and return their names to Con.
grelss tive of whom Congre's fhall appoint and com.
milisn to ferve as aforefaid; and whegever a vacancy
fhall happen in tle council, by death or removal from
ofiice, the houfe of reprefentatives {hall nominate two
pericns, quiiificd as zforefaid, for each vacancy and
return their names to Congrels; ore of whom Con-
grods inad appoint and commiilion for the refiluc of the
term; and every five years, four months at leafl before
iie expiration of the time of fervice of the nembers of
c.uncal, the faid houfe fhall nominate ten perfons, quas
liied as aforelaid, and return their names to Congrefs,
i.ve of whom Cengrefs fhall appoint and commiflion to
iv:vz as members of the coundil five years, unlefs fooner
removed.  And the governor, legiilative ceuncil, and
Leute of reprefentatives, fhall have avthority to make
ixws 1 all cafes for the pood government of the ciflriét,
rct repugnant to the principies and articles in this ordi-
nance citadlithed and declured. And a'l bilis having pafl-
ed Ty a mzjority in the houfe, and by a majority in the
cruncid, frall be referred to the governor for his effent;
but no bid or iegiflative ¢t whatever fha!l be of zny force
withcut kis aflent. ‘The governor fhail have powerto
convene, proregue and d:ffoive the general ¢iflembly,
when in his opinion 1t thall be expedicrt.

The gcvernors, judges, legilatve councily fecrerary,
and {fuch other oflicers as Counprefs tholl appoint in the
d-trict, fhall take an oath or athrmation of fidelity, and
of cfiice, the povernor before the prefident of Congrefs,
and aii other ofiicers before the governor.  As foun as a
leoiflature fhali be forized in the difinit, the council and
heule afiembled in one rcom, fhali have authority by
joint baliot to elelt a deiegate to Congrefs, who fhall
have a fect in Corgrel:, with a 1ight ot debating, but
nct ¢f voting, during iiis temporiry gevernment, And

n
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And for exterding the fundamental principles of civil
and refizious liberty which form the bafis wherceon thefe
repubiics, their laws and conflitutions are erefted ; to
fx and eliablith thofe principles as the bafis ¢t all laws,
conltitutions and governments, which for ever hereafter
fhall be-formed in the faid territory ;—to provide alfo for
the eftablithments of flates, and permanent governmert
therein, and fcr their admiffion to fhare in the tederal
councils on an equal footing with the original ftates, at
as carly periods as may be confifient with the general in-
tereft :

It is herebv ordained and declared, by the authority
afrrefaid, that the following articles {hall be confidered
as articles of compadt between the original ftates, and the
people and ftates in the faid territory, and for ever re-
main unalierable, unlefs by common confent, to wit :

Article the fojl. No perfon, demeaning himfelf in a
peaceable and orderiy manner, fhall ever be molefted on
account of his mode of worthip or religious fentiments, ia
the faid territory.

drticle the fe-ond.  The inhabitants cf the faid terri-
tory fhall always Ce entitied to tl.« benetits of the writ of
babeas corpus, and ~f ke t-ial by jury; of a f.-oportion-
ate reprefentation ot the people in the legiflature, and of
judicial proceedings accordng to the courfe of the com-
mon law. All pertons tha:l be baliable unlefs for ¢»phal
offcnces, where the proof fhall be evident, or the prz-
fumptiom great, All fines thall be moderate, and no cr el
or unufual punithment: fhall ce inflited. No man fhail
be deprived of his liberty or property but by the judg-
ment ot his peers, or of the law of the land : and fhould
the public exigencies raake it neceflary for the common
prefervation, to take any perfon’s property, or demand kis
particular fervices, full compenfation fhall be made for
the fame ;—and in the juft prefervation of rights and pro-
perty, it is underftood and declared, that no law ought
¢ver to be made, or hav: force in the {aid territory, that
hall in any manner whatever interfere with, or affet

private
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privatc contralls or engagements, bona fide and withoug
traud, previouily formed.

Article the third.  Religion, morality, and knowledge,
being neceflary to good guvernment, and the happinelis
of mankind, fchools, and the means of education, fhall
for ever be encouraged. The utmoft good faith fhallal.
ways be obferved towards the Indians. ‘Their lands and
property fhall never be taken from them without their
confent ; and in their property, rights, and liberty, they
never {hall be invaded or difturbed, unlefs in juft and
lawful wars authorifed by Congrefs . out laws founded in
juftice and humanity fhall trom time to time be made,
for preventing wrongs being done to them, and for pre.
ferving peace and friend(hip with them.

Article the fourth. The faid territory, and the flates
which may be formed therein, fhall for ever remaina
part of this confederacy of the United Staics of America,
futjelt to the articles of confederation, and to fuch al.
terations therein as fhall be conftitutionally made; and '
to all the alts ard crdirances of the United States in
Congrefs affiea:bled, conformable thereto. The inhabi.
tants and fettiers in the territory, fhall be fubject to pay
a part of the federal debts corntradice or to be contraéted,
and a proportional part of the expences of government,
to be apportioned on them by Congrefs, according to
the fame common rule and meafure by which apportion-
ments thereof fhall be mzde on the other (tates; and the
taxes for paying their proportion, {hall belaid and levied
by the authority and direction of the legiflatures of the
diftri&t, or diftricts, or new ftates as in the original ftates,
within the time agreed upon by the United States in
Congrefs aflembled. The legiflatures of thofe diftricts,
or new ftates, fhall never interferc with the primary dif-
pofal of the foil by the United States inCongrefs aflem-
bled, nor with any regulation Congrefs may find neceflary
for fecuring the title in fuch foil to the bona fide pur-
chafers, No tax fhali be impofed ¢n lands the property
of the United Sates; and in no cafe {hall non-refident
pro prictcrs be taxed bhigher than refidents.  The naviug-

it



( 173 )

able waters, leading into the Mifliflippi and St. Lawrence,
and the carrying places between the fame thall be com-
mon highwavs, and for ever free, as wcll to the inhabit-
ants of the faid territory, as to thecitizens of the United
States, and thoie of any other ftates that may be admit-
ted into the confederacy, without any tax, impott or duty
therefor.

Article the firth. There fhall be formed inthe faid
territory, not lefs than three, nor more ti:an five ftates;
and the boundarics of the fiates, as foon as Virginia fhall
dter her a&t of cefficn, and confent 1o the fame, thall
becomie fixed and eftablifhed, as follcw, to wit: the wef-
tern {tate in the faid territory, fhail be bounded by the
Mihflippi, the Ohio, and Wabafh rivers; a direét line
drawn from the Wub:fh and Poit Vincent’s, due north
to the territorial line between the United States and Ca-
nada, and by the faid teriitorial line to the Lake of the
Woods and M fliflippi.  The middle flate (hall be bound-
ed by the faid dircét line, the Wabafh, from Poft St
Vincent’s to the Ohio; by the Ohio, by a direlt line
drewn due nerth frem the nocuth ef the Great Miami to
to the faid territorial line, and by the f.id territorial line.
The cafiein ftate fhail be bounded by the laft-nientiored
Cire¢t line, the Ohio, Pennfyivania, and the faid terri-
torial line: Provided, however, cnd it is further undera
flood and declared, that the boundaiies of the'e three
fates, thall be fuhjc& {o far to be altered, that if Con-
grefs fhall hercafter find it expedient, chey thall have
athority to form one or two fiates in the part of the faid
territory wisich lies north of an eaft ond welt line drawn
thrcugh the {outherly bend or extren:e of l.2ke Micki-
gant: and wlenever any ct the faid ftates thall have fixty
thouland free inhabitants therein, fuch ftate fhLail be ad-
mitted by its delegates into the Conql'd': ot the United
States, on an equal footing with the criginal ftates, inail
refpedts whatever; and all be at libert y to form a per.
anent conttiiution and {tate government: Provided the
toeftitution 2nd government {fo to be fermed, {ix:ll be
republicars, and in conferniity to the principles centained

in
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in thele articles: And {o far as it can be confiftent wity
the general intereft of the confederacy, fuch admiffios
fhall be allowed at an earlier period, and when there May
be a lefs number of free inkiabitants in the ftate than fiy.
ty theufand.

Article the fixth. There fhall be ncither flavery no
involuntary fervitude in the faid territory, otherwife thay
‘n the punifhment of crimes whereof the party thall baye
+en duly convifted: Provided always, that any perfoq
efcaping into the fame, from wiiom labor or fervice j
lawfully clamed in any of the original fates, fuch fugi
tive may be lawfuliy reclaimed and conveyed to the per
fon claiming his or her labour or fervice as aforefaid,

Be it ordained bv the authonty aferetfaid, tisat the
refolutions of the 23d of April, 1784, relative to the
fubjeét of this ordinance. be and the fawe are hercby re
pealed and declared puil and void,

Done by the United States in Congrefs aflembled, the

13th day of July, in the vear of our Lord 178
and of their fovereiguty and independence the 1ath.

e —————

DEescriPTION of the GREAT LARES and strer Nio
TUuRAL CURIOSITIES in America.

AKE Michigan, is divided on the north-eaft from
Lake Huron by the Sraits of Michillimackinac; and
and is fituated betwcen forty-two and ferty fix degrees
of latitude, and between eighty-four and eighty.fevende-
grees of welt-longitude. Its greateit length is two hue-
dred and eighty miles, its breadth about forty, and its
circumference nezriy tix hundred. ‘There is remarkable
firing of fmall iflands, bepinning cv-r againft Askint
Farm, and running about thirty miles touth-wefl intothe
Iake. ‘Theie are calied the Beaver Iflands. Their fitos
tion is very plealant, but the foil is bare. Howeverthe
afford a beautiful profpedt,
On the north-weit parts of this lake the waters branch

out into two bavs. 'That which lies towards the porth
-1
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is the Bay of Noquets, and the other the Green Bay.

The waters of this as well as the other great lakes are
clear and wholefome, and of fufficient depth for the na-
vigation of large fhips.

The country adjacent either to the eaft or weft fide of
this lake is compoied but of an indiffcrent foil, except
where fmall brooks or rivers emnty themfelves into it ;
on the banks of the‘e it is extremely fertile.

Tke Lake of tie IF7cals, is fo cilled from the multipli=
dty of wood growing on its banks; fuch as oake, pines,
firs, ipruce, &c. 1t is of great depth in fome places. Its
krgth from ext to weft is about feventy miles, and its
greateft brealth about forty miles. It bas but few iflands,
and thele ot no great magnizude. :

Laes Sutericr, formerly termed the Ulpper Lake from
its northern fituation, is {o cailed on account of its being
fupecior in magnitude to any of the Lakes on this vatt
continert. It might juttiv be termed the Cafpian of Ame-
rica, and! is fuprofed 1o be the largeit body of freih water
on the globe Its circuniference, 1ccording to the French
,’charrs, is about fifteen hundred miles; but 1 believe,
that if it was coaited round, and the utmoft extent of
every bay taken, it-woull exceed fixteen hundred.

Atter I firft entered it from Guddard’s River on the
welt Bav, I coafted near twelve hundred miles of the
rorth and eaft fhores of it, and obfcrved that the great-
eft part of that extenfive traét was bounded by rocks and
weven ground. Tue water in general to lie en a bed of
rocks. \When it was calin, and the fun fhone brighe,
lcould it in mv canoe, where the depth was upwards of
'fix fathoms, and pliiniy fee huge piies of ftene at the
bortom, of difivrent fhapes, fome of which appearcd as
if they were hewn.  ‘I'hie water at this time was as pure
and trautvarent as air; and wy cano* {eemed as if it hung
lﬁlfp:ndcd in that cleaient, It wos impoffidle to look at-
teativelv throusa this limapid medium at the rocks below,
wilont findin: beforc inuny minuces were elalped, your

head
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head {wim, and your eyes no longer able to behold the
the dazzling {cene.

I difcovered alfo by accident another cxtraordmary pro.
perty in the waters of this lake. Though it wasin the
month of July that I piilted over it, and the furface of
the water, from the heat of the fupcrambient airy im.
pregnated with no fimalldegree of warmrh, yet on letting
down a cup to the depth of about & tathom, the water
drawn from theznce was fo excellively cold, that it had
the fame ctfelt when received into the mouth as ice.

‘The titwation of this luke i varioufls laid down; but
from the moft exalt oblervations I could mukez, it lies be-
tween forty-fix and fifty degrees of north latitude, and
between eighty-four and ninety-three degrecs of welt
longitude trom the meridian of London.

‘There are many iflinds 1n this L'ke, two of which are
very large ; and ir the land ot them is proper for cultiva.
tion, there appears to be fuihicient to torm on ecach acen.
fiderable province; efpeciallv on Il: Royal, wihich can-
not be lefs than an hundred milesiong, and in many
places forty broad. But there is no way at profent of
afcertaining the exalt length or breadth of ejther. Even
the French, who alwavs kept a finali ichooner on this
lake, whilft they werc in poflzflion ot Canada, by which
they couid have made th's difcovery, huve only arquired
a flight knowledge ot the external parits of thefe “:lands;
at leaft they have never pudlithed any account of the in-
ternal parts of them, that I could get inteliizence of.

Lake Superior abounds with a varizty of fiih, the prin-
cipal and beft are the trout and {iurgeon, which may
be caught atalmoit any feafon in the greateft abundance.
‘Tne trouts in general weigh about tweive pounds; but
{ome are caught that exceed ifey. Bofides chete, afpecies
of white fith is taken ia great (uantities here, that ulcm-
ble a thad in their tha; Pes but thiey are rather taicker and
l2{3 bony; they weigh about four pouu is each, anlar re of
a delicious talte. The beit way of catching thefc fithis
with anet; but the trour might be talep at il tinzs with

the hook. There are lu-.r,wx!., m:ny foirss of finaller b
- 1
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in great plenty here, and which may be taken with eafe;
among thele is a fort refembiing a herring, that are gen-
erally made ufe of as a bait for the trout. Very fmail
crabs, not larger than half a crown piece, are found botia
in this and Lake Michegan.

'This Lake is as much affeCted by ftorms as the At-
lantic Ocean ; the waves run as high, and are equally as
dangerou: to thips. It difcharges its waters from the
fouth-eal corner, through the Straights of St Marie.

Lake Huron, into which you now enter from the
Straights ot St. Marie, is next in magnitude to Lake
Superior. It lies between forty two and forty-fix de-
grees of north latitude, and feventy nine aud eighty five
degrees of weft longitude. Its fhape is nearly triangular,
and its circumference about one thoufand miles.

On the north fileof it iies an ifland, that is remarkabie
for being near an huudred miles in length, and not more
than eight miles broad T'he fith in Lake [luron are -
much the fame as thofe in Lake Superior.

I had like to have omitted a very extraordinary circums-
ftance, rclagive to thefe Siraights.  According to obfer-
vations ma le by the French, whilft they were in poflef-
fion of the fort, although there is no diurnal flood or ebb
to be perceived in thele waters, yet, trom an exa& at-
tention to their ftate, a periodical alteration in them has
been difcavered. I+ was obierved that they arofe by
gradual but almoft imperceptible degrees till they had
reached the height of about three fect. ‘This was ac-
complithed in feven years and a ha't; and iathe fam=
fpace they as genily decreafed, tillthiey had reached their -
former fituation ; fo that in fitteen years they had conie
pieted this inexplicabl- revolution. :

‘ At the time 1 was there, (he truth of thefe obfervation

cduid not be confirmed by tire Englith, os they had then
‘been only a few years ia pofT-flion of the fort 3 but they
all agreed that fome alicration im the limits of tly
Straights was apparent. A | thefe lakes are {5 26Qed

the winds, as foictines to have the appuarance of 2

Q. tildz,
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tide, according as they happen to blow; but thisis only
tcmporary and partil.

Late St. Claire, is about ninety miles in circumference,
and by the way of Huron river, which runs from the
fouth corner of I.ake Huron, receives the waters of the
three great lakes, Superior, Michegan, and Huron. Its
form is rather round, and in fome places it is deep enough
for the navigation of large veflcls, but towards the mid.
dle of it there ig a bar of {fand, which prevents thofe that
are loaded from pafling overit. Such as are in ballait
only may tind water fufficient to carry them quite through;
the cargoes, however, of fuch as are freighted muft be
takcn out, and after being tranf{ported acrofs the bar in
boats, refhipped again. '

‘The river that runs from Lake St. Claire to Lake Erie
(or rather Straight, for thus it might be termed from its
name)is called Dectroit, which is in French, the Straight.
It runs nearly fouth, has a gentle currcnt, and depth of
water {fuflicient for fhips of confiderable burthen. The
town of De:troit is fituated 2n the weftern banks of this
river, about nine miles below Lake St. Claire.

Lake Eriereceives the waters by which it is fupplied from
the three great lakes, through the Straighis of Detroit,
that lie at its north-welt corner. This lake ts fituated
between forty-one and forty-three degrees of north latie
tude, and between feventy eight and eighty-three degrees
of weft longitude It is near three hundred miles long
from eaft to weft, and about 45 in its broadelt part: anda
remarkable long narrow point lies on its north fide, that
‘projeéts for feveral miles into the lake towards the fouth-
caft.

‘There are feveral iflands near the weft end of it {o inq

fefted with rattle-fnakes, that it is very dangerous to land

+on them. Itis impoflible that any place can produce 2

Ygreater number of all kinds of thefe reptiles than this

3&, particularly ot the water-fnake. The Lake is cover-

&4 near the banks of the iflands with the large pcnd-hlivc;
& th
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the leaves ot which lie on the furfacc of she water o'
thick, as to cover it entirely for many acres together;
and on each of thefc lay, when I pafle.. over it, wreaths
of water fnakes bafking in the fun, which amounted to
myriads,

‘The moft remarkable of the different fpegies that in-
fet this lake, is the hifliag fhake, which is of the fmail
fpeckled kind, and about eighteen inches long.  When
a0y thing approachcs, it flastens itfelf in a mo‘ncnt, and
its fpo's, which are of wvarious dyus, become vifibly
brighter thronpah rape; at the fame time it blows from
is mouth, with great force, a fubtile wind, that is re.
ported to be of a naufvcus [mell; and if drawn in with
the breath of the unwary traveller, will infallibly Biing on
adecline, that in a few wionti.s muft prove mortzl, there
being no remedy yet ditcovercd which can countcxa& Jts ’
banetul influence.

The ftones and pc')blcs on the fhores o’thls hﬁé ate’
mot of them tirged; in a greater or lefs degree, “with
fpots that refemblc brafs in their colour, but which are
of a more fulphurcous niture.  Swmasll pieces, about the
fize of hazle-nuts, of the finie kinds of ore, are found
on the fands that lic on 11s b.nks, and under the water,

‘The navigation of this lake is efteemed more dangerous
than any of the otherz, on account of many high lands
that lie on the borders of it, and projet iuto the water,
in a perpendicu'ar dire€lion for many miles together; fo
that whenever fudden ftorms arite, canoes and boats are
frequently loft, as there is no place for thcm to find a
theleer.

‘This Lake difcharges its waters at the north~ca!} end,
into the River Niagara, which runs north and feuth,
and is about thiriy-tix miles in length; from whence it
.falls into Lake Oatario.

Lake Ontaris is the next, and lealt of the five great
Lakes of Canada. Its fitutation i is between forty-three
aad forty-five degrees of lasitude, and between fcventy-
fx and ieventy-nine degrees of weft longitude. ‘1Le fofm

of
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of it is nearly oval, its greateft lengtk being from nortk.
calt to fouth-weft, and in circumference, about fix hun.
dred miles. Near the fouth.eaft part it receives the
waters of the Ofwego River, and on the north-caft dif.
charges itfelf into the River Cataraqui. Not far from
the place where it iffues, For: Frontenac formerly fteod,
which was taken fiom the French during the luft war,
in the year 1758, by a fmall army of Provincials under
Colonel Braditreet.

In Lake Ontario are taken many farts cf fith, among
which is the Ofwego Bafs, of an excellent flavor, arnd
weighing about three or four pounds. ‘khere isalio a
fort caliad the Cat head or Pout, which are in general
very large, fome of them weighing cight or ten pounds;
and they are efteemed arare dith when properly drefled.

'Fhe countrv about L:ke Ontario, efpecially the more
nomlx gnd. eaftern parts, is compoted ot good land, and
in time may make very flourithing fcttlements.

Tbe Omiada Lake, fituated near the head of the River
Ofwego, receives the waters of Waod-Creek, which takes
its rife not far from the Mohawk River. ‘l'hefe two lie
fo adjacent to each other, that a jun&ion is cffeéted by
fluices at Fort Stanwix, about twelve miles from the
mounth of the fornier. This lnke is about thirty miles
long from the ealt to weft, and near fificen broad. The
country round it belongs to the Oniada Indians.

Lake Chemplain, the next in fize to Lake Ontario, and
. which lies necarly et from it, is about eigh:y miles:n
length, north and fouth, and in its troadcit -part four-
teen. It is well ftored with fith, and the lands that lie
oa all the borders of it, or about its rivers, very good.

Lake Gesre, formerly called by the French Lake St.
Sacrament, lics to the fcuth weft of the laft ment oned
lake, and is 2% out thirty-five miles long trom the north-
cait to fouth.welt, but of no great breadih, T'he country

around
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sround it is very mountainous, but in the vallies the lan™
is taieradly geod.

The Fulls of St. Anthony received their name from Fa-
ther Louis Hennipin, a French miffionary, who travelled
into thefe parts about the year 1680, and was the firft
European ever feen by the natives. This amazing body of
waters, which are above 250 vards over, from 2 molt
plealing cataraét; they fall perpendicularly about thirty
feet, and the rapids below, in the fpace of 300 yards
more, render the defcent confiderably greater; fo that
when viewed at a dittance they appear to be much high-
er than they really are.

‘Thefe Falls vary much from all the others I have feen,
as you aiay approach clofe to them without finding the
leaft obftruction from any intervening hill or precipice.

The country around them is extremely brautiful. Is
is not an uninterrupted plain where the eye finds no re-
iief, but compofed of mmany gentie alcents, which in the
fjummer are covered with the finelt verdure, and inter-
fperfed with little groves, that give a pleating variety to
the pro‘neét  Oa the whole, when the Falls are includ.-
¢d, which may be feen at the dittance of four miles, a
more pieafing and piclurefque view cannot, 1 believe be
fcuud throughout the uaniverfe.

At the entrance of the River Niagara, on its eaftern:
fliore, lies Fort Niagara; and, about eighteen miles fur-
ther up, thole remarkable Falls which are efteemed one
of the moft extraordinary produtions of nature at pre-
fent known. The waters by which they are {upplied,
after taking their rife near two thoufand miles to the
rorth-weft, and pafling through the L:zkes Superior,
Michegan, Huron, and Erie, during which they have
been receiving conflant accumulations, at length ruth
down a ftupendous precipice of one hundred ard forty
feet perpendicular; and in a firong rapid, that extendsto
the ditance of cight or nine miles below, fail nearly as

Q.2 much.
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‘wuch more: this River foon after empties itfelf inte
Lake Ontario. -

"The noife of thefe Falls'may bz heard an amazing way,
I could plainly diftinguith them in a calm morning more
than twenty miies. Others have {.id that at particular
times, and when the wind fits fair, the found of them
reaches tifteen leaguee.

The land about the Falls is exceedingly hilly and un.
even, but the greateft part of that on tre Niagara River.
1s very good, efpeciaily for grafs and paliurage.

Tte Falls of St. Marie do not defcend perpendicularly
#s thofe of Niagara or St. Anthony do, but confift of a
rapid which continues near threc quarters ot a mile, over
which canoes well piloted might pais.

At the bottom ot thete Falls, Nature has formed a moft
commodious ftation for catching the hfh which are to be
found there in immen{c quantites. Pertons ftanding on.
the rocks that lie adjacent to it, may take with dipping
ners, about the menths of September and Octeber, the
white fith before mentioned; at that featcn, together with
feveral other {pecice, they creud up to this fpot in fuch
amazing #hoals, that encugh wmay be taken to {upply,
when properiy cured, thoufands of inhabitants through-
out the year.

The Straights of St. Marie are about forty niiles long, |
bearing: fouth-eaft, but varving much in their breadth.
T'he current between the Fulls and Lzke Huron is r.ot fo
rapid as might be expeéted, nor do they prevent the na-
vigation of ‘hips of burden as far up as the ifland of 5t.
Joleph.

That range of mountains, of which the Shining A cun-
tains are a part, begin at Mexico, and centinuing northe-
ward on the back, or to the ealt of Calitornia, fcparate
the waters of thofe numerous rivers that fall either into
the Gulph of Mexico, or the Gulph ot California. From
thence continuing their courfe {Lill north-ward, between
the {curces of the Miffillippi and the rivers that run itrlalto'

e
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the South Sea, they appear to end in about forty-feven
or forty-eixi:t degrees of rorth-latitude; where a number
of rivers urife, and empty theamfelves either into the South
Seq, into.Huaton’s Bry, or into the waters that commu-
picate between theie two {zas.

Anmong thoiz mountains, thofe that lie to the weft of
the River S¢. Pierre, are called the Shining Mourtains,
from an infisite nuinber of civeytal ftoutr, ot an amazing

¢, with which tiiey are covered, and which, wien che
fun {hmes full up n them, fparkle 1o 2s to be feen at a -
very nreat dittance,

This extreordinery ranee of moureteins is calculated to
be more th.n tiree theutand mnl‘.s N ienih, witncut
anv very contileisble intorvals, wio.ch T beiieve furpailes

Cany tmng of + .« Rind inihe othcr quarters of ttie globe.

Probabiy in ature apcs L=. .y be teund to - cntain
more riches 1o their boweis, ti-;n:. ti e of Indoivon and
Malabar, or rhat are pouuced ¢ ie gulden ciiati of
Guiiiea; nor w.il I except even the {ciivian mines.

About thirty miles below the Folis -0 Lt Awthery, is
1 remarkable Cuove of an amuzing o N The .o’ us
term it Wiakon-tecbhe, that is, tlu D o ot the et
Spirite Tae errerance into 1t s ahoL. t*Lo.cet wioe, the
height of it five ferr. "Tacwca witiin s ocar tibieon fret
hi, - «d abeut *tory teet broad. Fhe o tom of it oone
fpis of tine « car t.nd.  Abcut twenty {tt rom tte €na
trance beg ns a like, the vater of Wl s tranfy.i.cut,
and extends to an vuleardiiai-de dittance « for the cacka
nefs of the Cave provenis alt wttempts 1ooicquire 4 b iows
ledge of it. I threw u1maii pubble t . t.s the ‘nierior
parts of it with my vtmoit fireagth:  could bear teat o
feii into the we.ory, and rotw thttund .o “twac o S !
3 fize, it caulcd an aflon.dhing ¢! Sorriblc nclie th.at
reverberated through all tiote pico. rcg'u.:.:e I o
ia this Cave many Iadian hieroy ;. cks, - chapreo..
ed ancicur, tor time ad neailv. orivied too 0 with n
fo that it was with ditficulty ? could tra.c : heis ;.z‘/

were cut in @ rude manner wpontheiide cihis <00

3
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which were compofed of a fione fo extremely foft that it
might cafily bz penetrated with a knife: a fione every
where to be found near the Mifliflippi. 'The Cave is only
accefible by afcending a narrow, fteep pafiuge that lies
near the brink of the river.

From the intelligence I gained from the Naudoweflies,
and whofe language 1 perfeétly acquired during a refi-
dence of five months; and aifo from the account I after-
wards obtained from the Aflinipoils, who fpe.k the
fzme tonjue. being a revolted band ot the Nuudowecllies;
and from the Killitiinoes, neighbours of the Ailiniyoils,
who fpeakz the Chipeway | nouage, and inhabit the heads
cf the River Dourbon; T fay from thefe rations, together
with myv own obfervations, 1 have lcarred tioat the four
moft capital rivers on the Continent of North America,
viz. the St. Lawrence, the Miliffippy, the river Bour.
bon, andthe Oregon or the river of the Weit (as I hint.
¢d in my Introdultion) have their fcurees in the fame
neighbourhood. 'I'he waters of the three former are
within thirty miies of each other; the latter, Liowever,
is rather farthetr wefi.

‘This fhews that thefe parts are the higheft lands in
North America; ard it is an inftance not to be paralleled
on the other three quarters of the giobe, that tour rivers
of fuch magnitude thrald take their rite together, and}
each, atter running feparate eeurfes, dilcharge their
waters into different oceans at the diftance of two thou-
fand miles from their feurces, For in their paifage from
this fpot to the bay of St, Lawrence, eaft, to the bay of
Mexico, fouth, to Hudfon’s B2y, north, and to the bay
at the Straights of Annian, we(l, each of thefe traverie
vpwards of two thoufand miles.

One day having landed on the fhore of the Mifliflippi,
fome miles below Lake Pepin, whilit my attendants were
preparing my dinner, I walked out to take a view of the
adjicent country. I had not proceeded far, before 1 came
0 a fine, level, cpen plin, oa whish I perccived at 'z

“little
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little diftance, a partial elevation that had the appesrance

of an intrenchment. On a nearer infpetion I had greater

reafon to fuppole that it had really been intended for this

many centuries ago. Notwithflanding it was now cover-

ed with grafls, I could planly difcern that it had cnce

been a breaft work of about four feet in height, extend-

ing the belfl part of a miie, and fuflicien'ly capacious to

cover five thoufard men. Its form fomewhat circular,
and its flanks reached to the River. Though much de-
faced by time every angle was diftinguifhable, and appear-
ed as regular, and tsthioned with as much military fkill,
as if planned by Vauban himfelt. ‘Tle ditch was not vi-
fible,but I thought on ex2mining n:ore curioufly, that I
cou'd perceive there certainly had been one. Fiom its
fi:vation a!fe. 1 am conwirced that it muft have been de-
figned for tlis purpefe. It frented the country, andthe
rear was coverced by the River; nor was there any rifing
ground tor a confider.ble way that commanded it; afew
firaggiing o:ks were a'one to be been feer nearit. In
many pl;l(‘gs fmall troéls were worn acrols it by the feet
of the elks 2nd deer, and from the depth of the ted ot
earth by which it was cofervd, 1 was able 1o draw certain
conciufions of its great ant quity. I examiuned all the
argles and every part with great attention, and have of-
te® blamed myvieif finee, for nct incampirp on the fpot,
!lﬁ! drawing an ex:&. plan ct it.  T'o fliew that this dif-
&iption ir net the off<pring of a hested imggination, or
the chimerical tale ot a miiiaken traveller, }'ﬁhd on ene
quiry fince ny reiurn. that Monf. St Picrre and feveral
tradders hav& at d:.ferent times, teken notice of fimglar
appearances, ¢n which thev have tormed the fame coh-
Je&ures, but withcut examining them {o niinutely as [
did. How a work of this kind cculd exift in country
that has Litherto (cccordirg to the gereral received opi-
mon) been the feat of war to urtit-red Indians alone,
whofc whaole flock of military know «dge has only, till
within two centuries, amounted to drawing the bow, and
whofe oniy breati-work even at prefent is the thicker, T
know rot. I bhave given as exac an account as poflible

of
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of this linguiar appearance, and leave to future explorers.
of thefe diftant regions to difcover whether it is a proe
dullion of nature or art. [Carver’s Travels,
Curigfitics in Kentucie.

Among the natural curiofities of this country, the
banks or rather precipices of Kentucke and Dick’s rivers,
deferve che firft place.  The aitoni‘hed eye beholds three
or tour hundred feet of a folid perpenlicuiar rock; in
fome parts limeitone, in others fine whire marble, cither
curioufly arched, pillared, or blocked up into fine build-
ing ftones. From the banks,-we fce the river, asina
canal or treuch, three or four hundred fect deep. It s
only at particuiar places that thigriver car be croiled, one
ot which is worthy of admiration; a road large enough
for waggons made by buffaloces, {loping with an ealy ds-
fceut trom the top to the bottom of a tteep Liil, near
Lee’s-town.

Caves arc found amazinplv large; in fome of which you
may travel fcveral miles.  Near the Lead of oalt Rivera
fubzeranein like has been ditcagered.

‘There are tl ree fprings or ponds of bitumen near Green
river, which do not tform a fitream, but Jifgorge them.
felves intq a refervoir, and when yed in lamips :mlwcr.u
the purpotss of oil. . .

On the fouth tide of Cumberland river, isan a!h&'
bank. g

Muny fine falt fprings, conftantly emit water, which -
being manutadtured, aftord great quanties of fine {alt.

A medicinal {pring has been found near Mg Boue lick,

Au a falt fpring, near the Ohio very lurge bones are
found ; far furpafling the fizz of any animal now found
in America. The heal appears to have been ubcut three
fcet long, the ribs teven, and the thigh benes abour fous;
ouc of which has been depofited in th.a Phiiadelphia libra-
rv, and faid to weich fzventy five pcunds: the tufks are
about a foo: in length, the grinders about five inches
fqyare, and cight inches lorg. -
Mae
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Near Lexington are to be fouud curious fepulchres,
fuil ot haman fkeletons, which ar> chus fubricated. Firft,
on the ground are luid large broad flones; on thefe were
placed the bocies, fepurated from e.ch other by hread
{tones, over whicn waslaid others, wh. . ferves ue o Lafis
for the next arrang=ment of bodies. Iu 1 's order tigy
are built till, about the height ot a man, (L naswthg
towards the top. This method of buryiug is tetajly Wi 4
ferent from that now pradtited by the Indians, ~ - i

In the ncighbourhood of Lexington, the remains o
two ancient fortifications are to be feen, furnithed with
ditches and baitions. One of thele contains about fix
acres of land, and the other three. Thegare now over-
grown with trees, which appears to be not lefs gban one
hundred and fixty years old. Pieces of'garthen veflels
have ailo been plowed up near Lexington, a manutadture
with waich the Indians were never acquainted.

Defeription of OH10PHTLE FaLLs.

The Fa'ls of Yochiogeny, called in the maps, Ohigpyle
Falls, are by far the mfoft magnificent, ot any thing of
this kind, in the ftate of Penniylvania. The feveral
anches of Yochiogeny river take their rife on the weft
¢ of the Al'egany mountains, and running no great
ftance, they unit and from a large and beautiful river,
hich, in puﬂmg through the moft wettern ridges of
the mountains, precipitates idelt over a level ledge of
.rocks, lying neu'ly at right angles to the courfeof the
river. I alls are, by eﬂ:mat!on, about twenty feet
in perpen ar height, and the river is perhaps cmhty
yards wide. For a confiderab.e diftance below the falls,
the water is very rapid; and boils and foams vehement.

oy, occalicning a continual mift to rife from it, even at

l

0oo-day, and in fair weather. ‘Tuc river at this place
s towards the S. W. but prefeutly winds round to

e N. W. and coptinuing this gen«r:! courfe for thirt
or fortv miles, it lofes its name by uaiting with thz Mon-
ongabels, which contains, pcrbaps, twice as much water,

This
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This river foon afterwards meets with the Allcghmy,'
and both together form the grand river Ohio.

Defeription of the CHALYBEATE SPRINGS, sesr Saratoga,

The fprings are fourd about eleven miles weft from
. Schuyler’s houfe, at Saratoga. They arefcattered
aj@Bg a vale or dip of low wet land, lying between two
B which run north and fouth parallel to each other,
'at the 8 ance of fixty or eighty yards.

The Main Spring, is a well of clear water, contain.
ed in a ftoneycruft, or rock, of a conic figure,. being
at the bifs tw-nty fix feer fix inches in circumference;
in height, on‘the weft fide, thirty feven inches, perpen-
dicula’® nd.om the agit fide fifty-eight. On the fummit
there is a cirfular aperture, or bafon, ten inches in di-
ameter, which difcovers the water bubbling up withina
few nches of the top. This rock, or cruft, is evidently
a petri:ation, compofed of feveral ftrata, which have

_been formed under_repeated overflowings of the water;—
but at what times thole ove flowings took pl:ce—whether
they yet continue at certain pgriods—or whether they
have totally ceafed, and when,—are matters of 1peculae
tion among the curious. : -

.;
In furveying the lands on the Allegany river, nﬂ
Fort Pitt, to be given to the officers and foldicrs of t
late Pennfivivania line, a large creek ha, been difcovered,
named O/ Creet, trom an oily or bitumous matter found
floating on its furface. This oil {prings oy of the bed
of the creek, and is faid 1o be found pur‘ithout any
mixture ot water. This ol is faid to be efficacious in
curing rhepmatic pains and old ulcers.

Dur readers are dejired ts corvel a m'flike in the account of Baltimores~=3
page 14, lafl line but onc, infleas of two hundred houfes, read, two thou%nd"
houfes.

In the account of the battles, tve were ob/ized to omit the allions of DBenninghs,
8araters, an! Germantown, becasyc w: sould not obtain avtbemtic nor official ase

eounts of thofs events,

CoNSTITUTION
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CONSTITUTION of the UNITED STATES,
pajfed in CONVENTION, at Philadelphia, Sept.’

17, 1787.

E, the Pcople of the United States, in

order to torm a more perfeét union, efta-

lith juftice, iniure domeftic tranquillity, provide

for the common defence, promote the general

weliare, and fecure the bleflings of liberty to our-

f1ves and our pofterity, do ordain and eftablifh this
Conftitution for the United Statcs of America.

ARTICLE 1.

S:%. 1. ALI legiflative powers herein granted fhall
be veited ina (,mgrcfs of the United States, which
fhall confit of a Senate and Houfe of Reprefentatives.

SeZ. 2. The Houfe of Reprefentatives fhall be
compofed of members chofzn every fecond year by the
people of the feveral States, 01d the eleQors in each
ﬁm. thall have the quahﬁcanom requifite for eleitorgy
of the mo.t numerqus branch of the taie legiflrture.

No perion fhall be a reprefentative who fhill not
have attained to the age of twenty-five vzurs, and
been feven years a citizen of the Unired Stares, and
who fhall not, when eleét:1, be an inhabitaat of chat
fate in which he hall be chofen.

Reprefentatives and dire@ taxes thall be appor tioh-
ed among the feveral ftates which may be included
within this Union, according to their r:1peétive num-
bers, which thall be determtacd by addiag te the whole
number of fice p rfons, including thofe Bouad to fer-
vice for a@@m of years, and cxcluding Indians not
taxed, three-fifth: of all other pe rfons. The actaal
enumeration fhall be made within three years atter
the firit meeting of the Congrefs of the United States,
and within every fubiequent teim of ten years, in
fuch manner as shey il by law dire®. ‘The num-
ber of reprefentatives thall a.t exceed one for every
“thirty thoufand, but each #:te fhall have at leaft one
rcpwlentmvc ; and until fach esumeration fhalt he
made, the ftate of N..w-Hampthire (hall be c'mtl%d

. R P
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to choofe three, Maflachufetts eight, Rhode-Ifland
and Providence Plantations one, Conneicut five,
New-York fix, New- Jerfey four, Pennfylvania eight,
Delaware one, Maryland fix, Virginia ten, North-
Carolina five, South-C .rolina five, and Georgia th-rs,

When vacancies happen ia the reprefentation from
any ftate, the Executive authority thereof (hall iffue
writs of cleCion to fill fuch vacancies.

The Hounfs of Reprefentatives fhall choofe their
Speaker and other officers ; and fhall bave the fole

wer of imveachment.

Secz. 3. The Senate of the United States fhall be
compofed of two fenators from each State, chofen by
the legiflature thereof, for fix years ; and each fenator
fhall have nne vote.

Immediately after they fhall be affembled in confe-
quence of the firft ele&ion, they fhall be divided as
equally as may be into three claffes. The feats of the
fenatois of the firft clufs thall be vacated at the expi-
ration of the fecond year, of the fecond clafs at the

efxpiration of the fourth year, and of the third clafs
t the expiration of the fixth year, fo that one third
anay be chofen every fecond year ; and if vacancies
happen by refignatio, or otherwife, during the recefs
of the Legiflature of any ftate, the Executive thereof
may make temporary appointments until the next
meeting of the Legiflature, which fhall then fill fuch
vacancies. ,

No perfon fhall be a fenator who fhall not have at-
tained to the age of 30 years. and been nine years a
citizen of the 6nitcd States, and who fhall not, when
ele@ed, be an inhabitant of that ftate for which he
fhall be chofen.

The Vice-Prefident of the United ,es fhall be
Prefident of the Senate, but fhall have no vote, unlefs
they be equally divided.

The Senate fhall choofe their other officers, and
alfo a Prefident pro tempore, in the abfeace of the
Vice-Prefident, or when he thall exercife the office of
Prefident of the United States. )

% The fenate fhall have the fole power to try all im-

peachments. When ficting for that purpofe, they thall

: on oath or afirmation. When the Prcﬁdcnt‘;f _th:
nite
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Whnited States is tried, the Chief Juftice fhall pre-
fide : And no perfon fhall be conviéted without the

concurrence of two thirds of the members prefent.
Judgment in cafes of impeachment fhall not extend
further than to removal from office, and difqualifica-
tion to hold and enjoy any office of honor, truft or
profit under the United States 3 but the party convift-
| ed fhall neverthelefs be liableand fubje& ta indi&tment,

trial, judgment and punithment, according to law.

Ses. 4. The times, places and manner of holding
efe@ions for fenators and reprefentatives, fhall be pre-
fcribed in each ftate by the Legiflature thereof ; but
the Congrefs may at any time by law make or alter fuch
regulations, except as to the places of choofing fenators.

‘The Congrefs fhali affemble at leaft once in every
year, and fuch meeting (hall be on the firft Monday in
December, unlefs they fhall by law appoiat a different
day.

Sed. 5. Each houfe fhall be the judge of the ele&i-

" oms, returns and qualifications of its own members,.
snd a majority of each fhall conftitute a quorum to
bufinefs ; but a fmaller number may adjourn from’
to day, and may be authorifed to compel the atte8i-
dance of abfent members, in fuch manner, apd under
fuch penalties as each houfe may provide.

Each hoafe may determine the rules of its proceed-
ings, punith its members for diforderly behaviour,
and, with the concurrence of two thirds, expel
member.

Each houfe fhall keep a journal of its proceedings,
and from time to time publith the fame, excepting
fuch parcs as may in their judgmenc reguire fecrecy :
and the yeas and nays of the members of either houfe
on any qugftion thall, at the defire of one-fifth of thofe
prefent, be entered on the journal,

Neither houfe, during the feflion of Congrefs, fhall,
without the coafent of the other, adjourn for more
than three days, nor to any other place than that in
which the two houfes fhall be fitting.

Sec?. 6. The fenators and reprefentatives fhall re-
ceive a compenfation for their fervices, to be afcer-
tained by la'v, and paid out of the treafury of the
United States. They fhall, in.all cafes, except trea-

fon,

o
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fon, felonry and breach of the peace, be privileged
from arreft during their attendance ar the feifion of
their r {peftive houfes, and 1n going to and return-
ing from the fame; and for any f{peech or debate in
either houte, they fhall not be quettioned in any other
place. .

No fenator or reprefentative fhall, during the time
for which he was eleted, be appoiuted to any civil
office under the authority of the United States, which
thall have been created, or the ¢motuments whereof
fhall have been encreafed during fuch time ; and no
perfon holding any office uader the United States,
ihall be a member of erther houfe, during his contia
nuance in ofice.

Sest. 7. All bills for ruifing revenuc shall originate
-in the houfe of reprefentatives ; but the fenate may
propofe or concur with amcudments as on other bills,

Every bill which fhail have palied the houfe of re-
pre{entatives and the fenate, fhall, bifore it become
aw, be prefemted to the prefident of the United
es ; if he approve he fhall fign it, but if not he

all return it, with his objeCtiuns, to that heufe in
which it fhall have originated, who fhall enter the
objeions at large on their journals, and proceed to
reconfider it. If after fuch reconfideration, two-
thitds of that houfe fthall agrec to pafs the bill, it
fhall be fent, togcthier with the ohisétions, to the o-
ther houfe, by which it fhail Lkewife be recosfidered,
aud if approved by two-thirds et that houte, it fhall
become a law. But in z2ll fuch cafes, the votes of
both houfes fhall be dutermined by yeus and nays,
and the names of the pafons voting for and againit
the bill {Fall be entered on the journal of cach houfe
relpe@ividy. If any bill fhall not be retirned by the
Prefident within ten days (Sundays excepted) after
it fhall have been prefented to him, the fume thall be
a law, in like manner as if he had figned it, unlefs
the Congrefs by their adjournment prevent its return,
in which cafc it fhall not be a law.

E~crvy ovder, refolution, or vote to which the con-
currence of the Scnate aud Houfe of Reprefentatives
may be neccllary (except on a queltion of adjourn-

ment)
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ment) fhall be prcfented to the Prefident of the U-
nited States; and before the fame fhall take ¢f"-&,
fhall be anproved by him, or, being dilapproved by
him, fhail be repaflcd by twa-thirds of the Senate and
Houfe of Reprefentatives, atcording to the rules and
limitations preicribed in the cafe of a bill.

S22, 8. The Congrefs (hall have power

To lay and colle&k taxes, duties, impofts, and exa
cifes, to pay the debts and provide for the common
defence wad the general welfare of the United States ;
but all duties, impolts and excifes fhall be uniform
tarodaghoat the Umted States;

To borrew moucy on the credit of the United:
States ;

To regulate commerce with foreign natiens, and
amon;r the feveral ftates, and with the Indian tribes

To eltablih ar unitorm rule of naturalization, and
uriform laws on the {ubject of bankruptcies through-

out tne United States; _
To coin mouey, regulate the value thereof, and of

forcign coin, aud fix the jtandard of weights al'

mealures ;
To peovide for the punithment of counterfeiting.

the fecuriiizes and current coin of the United States ;

To cttabiith poft offices and poft roads ;

To promote the progrefs of feience and ufeful arts,
by fecuring for limited times to authors and invent-
ors the exclufive right ta their refpective writingsand
dilcoveries

‘I'o conftitute tribunals inferior to the fupreme
court ;

'To define and punith piracies and felonies commit-
ted on the high {ius, and offences agaiunft the law of
nations ;

T'o declare war, grant letters of marque and repri--
fal, and make rules concerning captures on land and
water ;

'To raife and fupport armies, but no appropriaticn.
of mon:y to that ufe, fhall be for a longer term than
two ycars

To provide and maintain a navy;
R 2 Te



( 194 )

‘To make rules for the governmeat and regulation
of the land and naval forces;

To provide for calling forth the militia to execute
the laws of the union, fupprefs infurrcéiions and re-
pel invaiions ;

To provile for organizing, arming, and difciplining
the militia, and for governing fuch part of them as
may be employed in the feryice of the United States,
relerving to the States refpectively, the appointment
of the officers, and the authority of training the mi-
litia accerding to the dxf(.xplmc preferibed by Con-
grefs;

To excrcife exclufive legiflation in all cafes what-
foever, over fuch diftrict (not exceeding ten miles
{yuare) as may, by ceflion of particular States, and
the acceptance of Congrefs, become the feat of the
governmeut of the United States; and to exercife
like authority over all places purchafed by the cor-
fent of the leritlature of the ftate in which the fame

all be, for the erection of forts, maguzines, arfe-

s, dock-yards, and other ncedful buildings ;—And

To make all laws which ihall be nccdrary and pro-
per for carr) ing into execution the foregoing powers,
and all other poweis velted Ly this conftitution in the
government of the United States, or in any depart-
ment or officer thercod.

Sedt. 9. The migzration or importztion of fuch per.
fon; as anv of the Tates now exitt ting (hall think pro-
per to admit, fhall not Le prohibited by the Congrefs
prior to the year omne thoufand eight hundred and
cight, but atax or duty may be in.pofed on fuch im-
portation, not excevding ten dollars fur each perfon.

The privilege of “he writ of habeas corpus fhall not
be fufpended, unlcfs when m cafes of rebellion or in-
vafion the public fafety may require it

No bill of attaindcer or ex poft fuéto law fhall be
pafl.d.

No capitation, or other dirett tax fhall be laid,
unle(s in proportion to the ceafus or cnumeration
hevein before directzd to be tuken.

No tax or duty flrall be laid on articles exported
from any ftate. No preference ihall be given by

any
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any regulation of commerce or revenue to the ports
of one ftaie over thofe of another: nor fhall veflels
bound to, or from, one ftate, be obliged to enter,
clear, or pay duties in another.

No money fhall be drawn from the treafurv, but in
confequence of appropriations made by law; and a
regular itatement and account of the receipts and ex-
penditures of all public money fhall be publifhed from
time to timc.

No title of nobility fhail be granted by the United.
States :—.1nd no perfon holding any oflice of profit
or trat under them, fhall, without the confent of Con-
grefs, accept of any prefent, emolument, office, or
title, of any kind whatever, frem any king, prince,
o: foreign ftate.

¥ Se2. 1c. No ftate fhail enter into any treaty, al-
lance, or confederation ; grant letters of marque and
reprifal ; coin’ meney ; emit bills of credit; make any
thing hut gold and filver coin a tender in payment of
debts; pafs any bill of attainder, ex poft futto Jaw,
or law impairing the obligution of contrals, or grant
any title of nobility.

No ftate thall, withourt the confent of Congrefs, lay
any impcits or duties on imports or exports, except
what may be abfoluzely neceflary for executing its in-
fpeftion laws; and the net produce of all duties and
impotts, laid by any ftate on imports or exports, fhall
be for the ufe of the Treafury of the United States ;
and all fuch laws fhall be fubje& to the revifion and
controul of the Congrefs. No ftate fhall, without
the confent of Congrefs, lay any duty of tonnage,
keep troops, or fhips of war in time of peace, enter
into anv agreement or compact with another flate, or
with a foreign power, or engage in war, unlefs actu-
ally invaded, or in fuch immineat danger as will not
admit of delay. o

Se&. 1. The executive power fhall be vefted ina
prefident of the United States of America. He fthall
hold his office during the term of four years, and, to-
gether with the vice-prefident, chofen for the fame
term, be ele€ted as foilows.

Each fate fhall appoint, ia fuch manner as the le-

gifluture
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giflature thereof may dire@®, a number of ele@ors,
equal to the whole number of fenators and reprefenta-
tives to which the ftate may be entitled in the Con.
Erefs: but no fenator or reprefentative, or perfon
olding an office of truft or profit under the United
States, fhall be appointed an ele&or.

The eleCtors fhall meet in their refpeQive ftates,
and vote by ballot for two perfons, -f vhom one at
leait thali not be an inhabitant of the tam. Rate with
themfelves. And they thall makea iift of all the per--
fons voted for, and of the number of votes for each;
which. lift they fhall fign and certify, and tranfmic
fealed to the feat of the government of the United:
States, direCted to the prefident of the fenate. The
preiident of the fenate thall, in the prefence of the
fenate and hoafe o1 reprefentatives, open all the cera-
tificates, and the votes thall then be coanted. The
perfon having the g.eateit number of votes fhall be
the prefizeat, if fuch aumber be a majority of the
whole number of ele‘tors appoinied ; and if there be
more than onc who have fich majority, and have an:
equal number of votes, then the houfe of reprefenta-
tives fhall i.nmediately ch .fe by bailot onc of thein
for prefident; and if no pe 1un h.ve a majority, ther
from the five highel on the iiit the faid heule thall i -
like manner chufe the prefident.  But in ~huting the
prefident, the votes thall be taten by Tutes, tne re-
prefentatinn from each ftate ha.i..g one vote; a quo--
rum for this purpofe ‘hall ot of a member or
members from two thirds ¢fihe tates, and a mzjori-
ty of zll the ftates thall b~ ~eccflary to a choice. Tn:
every cafe, after the chr ice of e prefiden:, the
perfon having the greateit number of vores of the
eletors fhall be the vice-prefident. Bur if there
fhould remzin two or more who have equ.:  tes, the-
fenate fhall chufe frm them by bullot the vice-pre--
fident.

The Congrefs may aet-rmine the time of chofing:
the eleors, and the day on which tney fhali give
their votes ; which day thali be the {fame throughout:
the United S:ates.

No perfon except a natural born citizen, ora citi-
zen of the United States, at the time of the adoption

of
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of this conftitution, fhall be eligible te the office of
prefident; neither fhall any perfon be eligible to that
office who fhall not have attained to the age of thirty-
five years, and been fourteen years a refldent within
the United States.

in cafe of the removal of the prefident from office,
or of his death, refignation, or inability to difcharge
the powers and duties of the faid office, the fame
fhall devolve on the vice-prefilent, and the Congrefs
may by law provide for the cafe of removal, death,
refignation or inability, both of the prefident and
vice-prefident, declaring what officer fhall then at as
prefident, and fuch officer fhall act accordingly, until
the difability be removed, or a prefident fhali be
eleted.

The prefident fhall, at flated times, receive for his
fervices, a compenfation, which fhall neither be en-
creafed nor diminithed during.the period for which
he thall have been ele@ted, and he fhall not receive
within thar period any other emolument from the
United States, or anv of them. -

Before he enter on the executic »f his office, he
fhall take the following oath or afirmaticn:

“« 1 do folemnly fwear {or affirm) that I will faith-
fully execute the office of prefident of the United
States, and will to the bett of my ability, preferve,
prote&t and defend the coaftitution of the United
Statcs.”’

5-2. 2. The prefident fhall be commander in chief
of the army and navy of the United States, and of
the mtlitia of the feveral flates, when called into the
a@ual fervice of the United States; he may require
the opinion, in writing, of the principal officer in
each of the exccative departmients, upon anv fubje®
reliting to the duties of their refpe@ive offices, and
he ihull have power to grant reprives and pardons for
offences agiind the Uaited States, except in cafes of
impeach:nent.

He thali have pawer, by and with the advice and
confent of the fenate, to make treaties, provided
two-thirds of the fenators prefent cencur; and he
fhall nominate, and by and with the advice and con-
fent of the fenate, fhall appoint ambafladors, other
pubiic minifters and conful:, judges of the fupreme

conrt.
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court, and all other officers of the United States,
whofe appointments are not herein otherwife provid-
ed for, and which thall be eltsblithed by law, But
t'e C.2zrefs may by law veft the appointment of fuch
inferior officers, as they think proper, in the prefi-

deat alonz, in the courts of law, or in the heads of
dcpartments.

_ The prefident fhall have power to fiil up all vacan-
cies that may happen during the recefs of the fenate,
by granting commiflioas which fhall expire at the
end of their next feffion.

Se?. 3. He fhall from time to time give to the
Congrefs iuformation of the ftate of the union, and
recommend to their confideration fuch meafures as he
fhall judge n. «flary and expedient; he may, onex-
traordinary o. ufions, conveac both houfes, or either
of them, and in cafe of difagrcement between them,
with re{pe& to the time of adjournment, he may ad-
. journ: them to fuch time as he fhall think proper ; he
fhall receive ambaffadors and other public minifters;
- he fhall take care that the laws be feithfully executed,
sad fhall commiffion all the officers of the United
States.

Se?. 4. The prefident, vice-prefident, snd all civil
officers of the United States, fhall be removed frem.
office on impeachment for, and cenvi&ion of, trea-
fon, bribery, or other high crimes and mifdemeanors..

IIT. .

8¢8.1.The judicial power of the United States, fhall
Be vefted in one fupreme court, and in fuch inferior
courts as the Congrefs may from time to time ordain:
and eftablith. Tne judges, both of the fupremeand
inferior courts, fhall hold their offices during good
behavionr, and fhall, at ftated times, receive for their
fervices, a compenfation, which fhall not be diminifh-
ed during their continaance in office. |

Sett. 2. The judicial pewer fhall extend to all
cafes, in law and equity, arifing under this conftitu-
tion, the laws of the United S:ates, and treaties made,
or which fhall'be made, under their authority; to all
eafes affe®ting ambafladars, other public miniﬁe:i.

a
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and confuls; to all cafes of admiralty and maritime
jurifdi&ion; to controverfics to which the United
States fhall be a party; to controverfies between
two or more States, between a ftate and citizens of
another ftate, between citizens of different States,
between citizens of the fame ftate claiming lands un-
der grants of difsrent States, and between a ftate or
the citizens thereof, and foreign States, citizens or
fubjects.

In all cafes affe@ing ambaffadors, other public mi-
pifters and conluls, and thofe in which a ftate fhall
be party, the fupreme court fhall have original ju-
rifdi®ion. In all the other cafcs before mentioned,
the fupreme court fhall have appellate jurifdi&ion,
both as to law and fa&, withfuch exceptions, and
under {uch regulations as the Congrefs thall make.

The trial of all crimes, except in cafe of impeach-
ment, fhall be by jury; and fuch trial fhall be held
in the ftate where the faid crimes fhall bave been com-
mitted ; but when not committed within any ftate,
the trial fhall be at fuch place or places as the Congrefs
may by law have direCted.

éyea?. Treafon againft the United States fhall
confift onlly in levying war againft them, or in ad-
hering to/their enemies, giving them aid and comfort.
No perfgn fhall be convi€ted of treafon, unlefs on the
tefimony of two witneflcs to the fame overt a&, or
on counfeflion in open court.

The Congrefs fhall have power te declare the pun-
ifiment of treafon, but no attainder of treafon fhall
work corruption of blood, or forfeiture, except during
the life of the perfon attainted-

IV. |
Sec?. 1. Full faith and credit fhall be given in each
ftate to the public a&ts, records, and judicial pro-
ceedings of every ogher ftate. And the Congrefs may
by general laws prefcribe the manner in which fuch
a&s, records, and proceedings ‘hall be proved, and
the cff-& thereof.
Se?. 2. The citizens of each flate fhall be antitled

to all privileges and immunities of citizens in the fe-
veval A per.
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A perfon charged in any flate with treafon, felo.
ny, or other erime, who fhall flee fromquftice, and
be found in another ftate, fhull, on demand of the
executive authority of the ftatc from which he fled
be delivered up, to be removed to the Rate having ju-
- rifdi&ion of the crime.

No perfon held to fervice or labour in one ftate,
under the laws thereof, 2fcaping into another, fhall,
in con{zquence of any law ¢: icgulation therein, be
d.charged from fuch fcrvice or labour, but fhall be
delivered up on claim of :he party to whom fuch fer.
vice or labour may be due.

Se¢. 3. New ftates may be admitted by the Con-
gr:'s into this union ; but no new ftate fhall be form-
ed or crected within the jurifdition of any other
ftate ; nor any ftate be formed by the jun&ion of two
or more itates, or parts of {tates, without the cenfent
of the legiflatures of the ftaies concerned, as well as
of the Ceongrefs.

The Congrefs fhall have power to difpofe of and
wake all needful rules and regulations refpecting the
t :rritory or other, pioperty belonging to the United
States ; 2nd wothing Ia this Conftitation fhall be fo
couftrucd as to prejudice any claims of the United
States, or of any particalar ftate.

Sel?. 4. T'ne United States thall guarantee to every
ftate in this anion, a republican form of government,
and fhall protedt each of them agamit invalion ; and
en application of the legiflature, or of the executive
(when the legiflature cannot be convened) againit do-

meftic violence.
V.

The Congrefs, whenever two thirds of both houfes
thall deem it neceffary, thall propofe amendments to

is ConfRtitution, or, on the appiication of the legif-
Litures  of two-thirds of the feveral ftates, fhall call
a convention for propofing amendments, which, in
either cafe, ‘thall be valid to all intents and purpofes,
as part of this conftitution whean ratified by the le-
giflatures of three-fourths ot the feveral Ratcs, or
by conventions in three-fourths thereof, as the

eac or the other male of ratification may be pro-
| pofed
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poled by the Congrefs; Provided, that o zmend.
oeut which may be made prior to the year one thou-
fand cight hundred and eight fhall in any manaer af-
feQ the &t and fourth claufes in the ninth fe&tion of
the firft article; and that ao Rate, without'its con,
fent, fhall be deprived of its equal fufirage in the
fenate. VI

All debts contraled and engagements entered into,
before the adoption of this Conftitution, fhall be as
valid agaiuft the United States under this Conflitu-
tion, as under the confederation. |

This conftitution, and the laws of the United States
which fhall bé made in purluance thereof; and ali
treaties mide, or which fhall be made, under the au.
thority of the United States, fhall be the fupreme law
of the land ; and the judges in every ftate fhall be
bound thereby, any thing in the conftitution or laws
of any ftate to the contrat;_y notwithftanding.

The fenators and reprefentatives beforementioned,
and the members of the feveral fate legiflatures,
and all executive and judicial officers, botaof the U.-
nited States and of the feveral States,fhall be bound by
oath or affirmation, to Tupport this contlitution: bat
no rcligious teft thall ever be required as a qualifica-
tion to any office or public truft under the United

States.
VII.

The ratification of the conventions of nine States,
fhall be fufficient for the eftablifhment of this confli- -
tution between the States fo ratifying the fame. .
DONE in CONVENTION, &y the unanimons confint

3/’ the States prefent, the fcventeenth day of Sepremy~

cry in the year of our Lord ome thas/and feoven bun<
dred and eighty feven, and of the Independence of the

United States of America the tewelfth.  In avitnesi

awhereof awe bawe bereunto fubferibed our mares.

GLORGE WASHINGTOUN, Prefident,
And Deputy from Vircinia,
Febn Langdon,

lickelas Gilman.
MassacuuserTs. { ﬁ"f.b”mf.l Gorham,
i, 7t Al”go

S

New-Hampsairx.

CoxuscTicur
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£onnecricur. | { g”"’."‘ Samacl Yobnfix,
oger Sherman. A

) N!W‘YO‘x; AJIC-\‘“JE" H“ibﬂﬁo :
g’illim Living ftos, -

. . avid Brearley,

: N;.w‘:] ERSEYS William Paterjosn,

Jonathan Dayten.
FBenjamiu Frasklia,
- | Thomas Miffia,
Robert Morris,
George Clymer,

T bomas Fitsfimons,
Jared Ingerjoll,
Fames Wilfon,

: LGo:menmu' Morris.

George Read,
) Gunning Bedford, jun.
-4 Fobn Dickin/:n,
Richard Baffet,
. l__‘faco} Broom.
€ Fames M’ Hexry,
« Marvranp. & Daniel of St. ﬂoua: Tenifer.
{ Daniel Carrol.
Fobn Blair,
Tames Madifon, junior.
- "€ William Blount,
“"Norte-CarorLina.{ Richard Dobbs Spaight,
' -Hugb Williamfon.
Fobr Rutledge,

: Charles Cotefworth Pinckney.
SouTH-CarOLINA. Charles Pinchury,

‘PENRsYLvaNIA., <4

DEvaware.

"VIRGINIA.

Pierce Butler.

vG William Few,
JEORGLA. ‘Y Abrabam Baldwine.
Atttelt. William Jackfon, SecreTARY.

INCONVENTION,
. Monday, Septemder 17, 1787,
RESOLVED, -
“OFNH AT fbe Jreesding Conflitution be laid before
“T the United States in Congrefs affembled, and thot
“§t is the opinion of this Convention, that it foould .
wfrerwards be fubmitted to @ Convention of Dekegates,

. chofen
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chofen in each State by the pzople thereof, under the re-
commondation of its L-giflature, for their afent and
ratificaiion ; and that each Convention affenting 1¢, and
ratifying the fam:. fbould give notice shereof to ti-e U-
wit:d Siates in Congress affembled.

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this Convention,
- that a; foon as the Conventions of nine States fhall have
raiificd tbe Conflituticn, the Uinited States in Congrefs
afimbled fpould fix a day om avbich Elelors fhould be
appeinted by the States awhich fhall bave ratified the
Lame, and a day en avhich the Elcors jhould affembdls
to wote for the Prefident, and the time and place for
ccmmencing procecdings under this Conflirution. That
cfrer fuch publication the Eleétors fbould be appointed, -
and the Senators and Reprejentatives ele@ed : That the
Elecors fhousd mect on the day fx:d for the Ele@ion of
the Profident, and flould tranfmit their wotes certified, -
Signed, jeal*d ard dire&ed, asthe Conflitution requires, -
20 the Scerctary of the United States im Congrels affem-
bled ; that th: Senators and Reprefentatives flould con-
wsne at the time and place affigncd ; 1hat the Senaters
Soculd appeint a. Prefident of theé Semate, for the fole .
parposc of receiving, opening and counting the wotes for
Prefident 3 and that cgzﬂer he fball be chofen, the Con-
gress, together acith the Prefident, fhould, without delay,
proceed to execute this Conflitution. ‘.
By the unanimous Order of the Convention,
Georce Wasuingror, Prefident.
William Fackfon, Secretary.
In CONVENTION, September 17, 1787.
S1R,
WE have now the honor to fubmit to the confi-

deration of the United States inm Congrefs
affembled, that Conflitution which has appeared to
us the moft advifeable.

The friends of our country have long fecn and de-
fired, that the power of making war, peace and
treaties, that of levying money and regulating com-
merce, and tle cerrefpondent executive and judicial
uthorities fhould be fully and efte®ually vefted in the
general government of the Union : but the impropri-
ety cf delegating fuch extenfive truft to one body of
men is evident—Hence refults the ncceflity of a dif-

‘ferent organization. RO
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It is obvioafty impra&icable in the federal governs
ment of thefe States, to fecure 21l rights of indepen-
dent fovereignty to eack, and yet provide for the in-
teret and fafety of all—Individuals entering into
fociety, muft give up a fhare of liberty to preferve
tne veit,  Themsgnitude of the facrifice mult depend
as weii 2 fituation and circumftance, as on the obje&t
to beobtari. >, It isat all times difficulr to draw
with precifion -he line between thofe rights which
1muft be furreazered, aud thofe which muy be referv-
- ¢d; «nd on the prefunt occafion this difficulty was

encreafed by a di&grencc among the feveral Statcs as
to their fituation, extent, habits, and particular in-
terefls.

Ia all our dcliberations on this fubje® we kept ftea-
diiy in our view, that which appears to us the greateft
intereft of every true American, the confolidation of
our Union, in which is involved oar profperity, fafe-
ty, perhaps our national exiftence. This important
confidesation, ferioufly and dccEly impref’ed on ocor
minds, led each State in the Convention to be lefs
rigid on points of inferior maguitude, than might have
been otherwife expe&ed ;- and thus the Conftitution,
which we now prefent, is the refult of a fpirit of a-
mity, and of that mutual deference and conceflion
which the peculiarity of our political fituation ren-
dered indifpecfible.

"That it will meet the full and entire approbation
-of every Staie is not perhaps to be expe€led ; buteach
will doubtlefs confider, that had her interefts been
alone confulted, the confequences might have been
particalarly difagreeable to others : that it is liable
to as few exceptions as could reafonably have been
expe&ed, we hope and believe ; that it may promote
the lifting weifare of that country fo dear to us all,
2ad fecure her freedom and happinefs, is our moft
ardent with. With great refpett, we have the ho-
nor to be, fir,

Your excellency’s moft
obedient and humble fervants,
GEORGE WASHINGTON, Prefidena..
v mmanimous con,ent of the CONVENTION.

" His excellency the Prefident of Congrefs.
Chronelogy
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Chronel:gy of Remarkable Evmtj,.-"%&ricm
A , ..

AMERICA firft difcovered by Columbus.

South America difovered by Americus Vefpufius, from

whom it bhas its name.

North America difcovered by Cabot, for Heary WVII.

The firft permancnt fettlement in Virginia. ’

New Fagland planted by the Puritans,

Murvland planted by lord Baltimore.

Carolina planted.

The New Netherlands, nowsknown by the names of News:
York, New-Jerfey, and Penmfylvania, confirmed to the
Eng'ith by the fieace of Bicda.

Williamn Penn, reccives a charter for planting Pennfylvania.

Caroiina divided ioto two governments, named Nocth and
$outh Carolina.

Georgia planted.

American Philofophical Secicty eftablithed.

Stamp-aét pafled.

Fure 1, Bofton port (hut.

April 19, Battic of Lexingtop. _he firft altion between the
Britith and Americans.

A1y, Ticanderoga take:. trom the Britith by farprife. -

Alsy 10, Congrefs .icet at Philadelphia.

Fune 15. Gen. “athigton appointed commander in chief.s

June 17, El.dy aftion at "anker's-Hill, during which the

Briti”? ~z:at Charlef wn.

05. 1%, lalmouth burr< by the Britifh.

Canada invaded by *'.c Amerieans.

Aer, 3 Fort St john's taken by general Montgome-

23, Mo .creal taken by ditto,

Arnold, acr a dangerous march, arrives-at Quebec.

Diec. 8,V<feat of a party of Britifh at Great Bridge, Vit

Fas.© Gen. Mont >raery fell in an attempt to ftorm Qu

Nc.” 7 burnt by Jord Dunmore.

Feb. 2-. Yorics in North Caroi'ma defeated.

March. A fmall American flcet, takes New Providenc:

17. Bofton evacuated by the Britith.

‘Muy 9. The fiege of Quebec raifed.

Fanc. Battle of FThree Rivers, in Canada. )

‘Yune 28. Britifh defeat@d at Sullivait’s ifland, near Chaorleflen.

Fely 4, DecraraTioN of INDEPENDENCE.

~—8, Dunmore driven from Virginia.

Canada evacuated by the Anerican army,

Gen. Howe lands on Staten-1fland.

Auxgufl 27, Hattle of Long-lfland.

Scgpe. 15, New-York taken by the Britifh,

- 02, 28, Battle of Whitephains.

Nev. 16, Fort Wathiugton taken.
Dec. 7, Britith take pofleflion of Rhode-liland.
= General Lee takeu,
Al s~



P : ¢ 256 )
U 341 Ab'on;c‘pthe Brit.li army had over-run New-Jerfey, and”
) ) th; S of Amecrica weve at the lowett ¢bb.
Dec. 28" R%e tide of Amcriean afiairs terns in her favor, by
. gen. Walirglon's capturing goo Heflians at F'renton.
s £77%7  Fan. z Cupoorade at Fremen. -
‘ ——— 3. atlic of Urincetons
By the three lait adtions; and by the mafterly manaeuvres of
genoral Wathingion, the Britih were driven from the
JerLizs, except the town of Brunfnick,
Agr.i;.brdith,uader gov.Tryon,burn the ftores at Danbury,
Biitill cvacuste New-Jerfey.
S.pt. 11, Battle of Braddywime.
w—— Maflucre by the B-itith at the Paoli, Chefter county,
—— > .. utitith troops take poficflion of Phikudelphia,
Amcricans defcated on Lake Champliin.
‘l icenderoga evacuated by the Amcsicans on the approach
of gencral Burgoyne's army. \
Rattle or Beoningion.—1he fitft check to Burgoync’s army,
Aug. 8. Bridith obliged to raife the ficge of fort Stanw i &«
(ct. 4. Baidle of Germantown,
—— 16, Liopus, or Kingltoa, burnt by the Biitifh.
——— 17, Burgoync and his army furrenders to general Gates
29, ticflians defeated betore Roubank.
Nrw. 15. Americans evacuaie Fort Mudlin.
3778 Fub. 6. Ticatics between France and Amcrica figned.
Faae. Commiffioncrs from Britain asiive to treat with Con-
grefs, who refufe the terms offercd.
Fune 17, 3 he Britith commence hoftilities with France.
—— 18, ¥hilududphia evacuated by the uritith.
23. Battlc of Menmouth.
Frencic fect under oount d’Eftaing arrives, and has an en-
gagement with the Britifh Hect.
Aug.Unfuccefsful attempt of the Americans to take R.1flaad.
Dec. 2y, Georgiainvaded, and Savannah taker, )
2779 ‘The Bsiiith cltabithh pofts at Ebenczer and A_ugu(}m ‘m
Georgia ; irvade South Caroliua, and tl.reaten Charicfloa.
Fune 20. Battle at Stono Ferry.
Fuy 16. Stoncy-Point taken Ly general Wayne,
Augufi 14. American cxpudition to Penobicot defeated.
Cci. g, Freach and Arcrican army attempt to itorm Savanua. -
General Suilivan lays wafte the ladian couatry.
437% Rhode lland evacuated.
Fes. Gen. Clinton invades South Carolina.
. L.y 12, Charletton furrenders. .
%Fuly 0. Yrench et and army arrives at Rhode-1fland.
Azpafl 25, Battle of Camden. .
Cornwailis over-runs part of the fouthern ftates, and 1up-;
pofus them entirely tub:dued. |
Scpi. 24. Amold daerts to the Britifh, L,
U:r. 3. American militia gain a victory at King's mountain. -
B, 2. Gen. Greene takes comm.mil of the fouthdrn army.
81 fua. 1. 'Ll Ponafylvania lise revolt.
7 o Lhc y 3 "
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=—— 3. Arnold invades Virginia.
—— 10. Pennfylvania line rcturas to their duty.

e~ 17. Gen. Morgan defeats Tarleton at the Cow

Mar:) 1. Articles of Confedleidtion tinally ratified.
— 135..Battle of Guilford.

After the battle of Guilford, Cornwallis retrcated to Wil-
mington, North-Carolina, and from thence advanced to"
Virgmia; & general Greene returned into South-Carolina.

Apiil 25. Sccond battle of Camden.

May 10. Britith evacuate apd burn Camden.

—— 20. 2ornv ulis joins Arnold-in Virginia.

Gen. Greeae recovers moft part of the feuthern ftates; angd
partizan detachments from his armyyaader generals Mos-
gan, Sumptcr, Ma-ion, Pickens, cols. Lee, Laurens, Wath-
inzton, &c. fuccefsfully attack the cnemy's detached par-
ties, and capture their forts.

Y.ne 18. Siege of Ninety-fix raifed by the Britith.

July 6. Gen. Wayne attacks the Britifh at James town.

F«/y. During the {pring, Marquis Fayctte was appointed
to oppofc Cornwallis in Virginia; aftera feriesof manxn-
vrcs, lord Cornwallis retires to York-town.

. Augufi. General Wathington marches with the Sower of his

1782

2783 -

1787

rmy from his fation near New York to Virginia.

Avg. 26. Freach ficet and army arrive in Chefapeek bay.

Sept. 5. Emgagement off Chefapeek between the French and
Britith Reets,

= 8. Pattle of Eutaw Springs.

——1 3. New-London burnt,its garrifon maflacred by Arnold.

02. 19. Cornwallis turrendors to Gen. Wathington,

—— 24. Col, Willet def-ats the enemy at Mohawk river.

Fan. Gen. Wayne take poftin the neighbourhood of Savaum. .

Afsy 21. Gen. Wayne defeats Col. Rrown near Savannah.

Svme24.Gen. Wayne defeats a party of Indians near Savanna.

Felv 11. Savannah evacuatel. .

Nov. 30. Frovitionat articles of pefice figned.

Dec. 14. Charlefton evacuated.

Sept. 3. Definitive treaty of peace ratified.

Noa, 25, New-York evacuated.

Dec. The American wrmy difbanded ~Generl Wathh . gton
rcfians his commiflion int> th- hands of the . clident of
Congrefs, and retires to his eitate.

MM.y. Convention mert in Philadelphia, for the -+nofe of
forming a new Foderal Conttitution,
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