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Preach’d in the Audience of His Excellency
WwWILLIAM SHIRLEY, Efg;

Captain-General, Governor and Commander in Chief]

Tur HoNOURABLE

His MajesTty’s CounciL,

And the Honourable

House of ReEprESENT ATIVES, of the Pro-
vince of the MAsSSACHUSETTs-BAy, In

NEW-ENGLAND,
May 29, 1754.

Being the Anniverlary for the ErnrcTtioyw of His
MAJESTY's COUNCIL for ths Prm ace

N. B. The Part: of fsne Parazraphs, paffed over in the
Preaching of 2his Dijcourfey, are now inferted in the
Publication.

By FONAT 1aN Mavaznw, ﬂ. £,
Paftor of the VWit Chmcn in BosToxN.
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dn the Houfe of Reprefentatives,

May 30, 1754.

Xy Rdered, That the Reprefenta-
& 4 tives of the Town of B oftar
together with Mr. 2Zilliam Fletcher,
be dire€ed to give the Thanks of this
Houfe, to the Rev. Dr. Fonathar
Maybew, of Boflon, tor his Sermon
preached Yefterday before the Gene-
ral Court, being the Anniverfary for
the Eieé’clon of CouNceLLORs, and
defire a Copy thereot for the Prefs.

Atteft.
Oliver Partridge, Cler.Dom.Rep:
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AN

ELECTION SERMON,

MAaTT, XXV. 21,

HIS LORD faid winto bim, Well
done, thou good and faithful Ser-
vant ; thou baft been faithful-—-

, * .‘.'..i-, :: .: -.hl:-'-_ ' -l...- ' - ::*
= - IE‘ "ol
L) :‘r —

N\H IS 15 part of our Saviour’s well-
known parable of the talents; the
2. moralof which 1s in general this,
That whatever powers and advantages of any
kind, men feveraily enjey, are committed 10
them in truft by the great Lord and Proprietor
of all, to whom tney are accountatle for the
ufe they make of them; and from whom
they fhall, in the clofe of this prefent fcene,
receive either a glorious recompence of their

hdelity, or thie punifhment due to their {loih
and




6 An BEleltion-Sernion.

and wickednefs. ‘The fubje&, then, is very
veneral, and equally interefting, All men,
of whatever rank or charater, are concerned
in 1t. It leads our thoughts from what we
poflefs, up to the great fource thereof ; from
what we are at prefent, to what we fhall be
hereafter. It connelts this world with ano-
ther; and comprehends both our probationary
and final ftate; under the righteous adminiftra-
tion of God. | -

But though the fubje& is very general,
and of the lat importance to all; yet civil
power being one of the principal of thofe ta-
lents which Heaven commits to men, and the
prefent occafion requiring a more particular
confideration of 1t, the enfuing dilcourfe will
be confined thereto. Nor would I injure our
honoured Rulers by the leaft {ufpicion, that
they can poflibly take it amifs to be reminded
of their duty to God and Man ugpon this oc-
cafion, with all the plainnefs and fimplicity be-
coming a mmiter of the Golfpel, and con-
fiftent with decency ; the rules of which, it is
hoped, will not be violated.

Indeed were One to difcourfe upon this
{fubject before Rulers in an arbitrary govern-
ment; or before unfaithful Rulers, even
where the conftitution is free ; there would

e almoft a necefiity of difguifing and {uppre!-
fing the truth, onone hand, or of giving um-
brace on the other, A milerable dilemma!
But furely there can be no neceflity of the

formey,
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former, nor any danger of the latter, under
fuch a government as the Britith, and before
fuch Rulers as 1 have the honour to {peak to.

It is cuftomary for thofe who are called to
{fpeak upon fuch public occafions, to apolo-
gize for their want of proper qualifications for
the tafk. But how much reafon foever they
may often have for this, I think 1t 15 ufually
their unhappinefs not to be thought very fin-
cere in doing it. I fhall therefore wholly
omit this common ceremony; becaufe I
would fain be thought quite in earneft in e-
very thing I fay before fo grave and venerable
an zuditory, and upon {o important an occafion.

It may not be improper, in the firft place,
to fpeak of the fource and origin of civil
power: And then, of the great end of go-
vernment : Which two particulars will be
difpatched in a few words. In the third place,
it will be ufeful to recolleét {fome of thofe ar-
ouments, by which thofe who are vefied
with authority, fhould be induced to exercile
it with fidelity, {uitable to the detign of it.
And fo the fubjeét will be clofed with {fome
refleCtions, chiefly relative to this Anniverfary,
and to the prefent {tate of the Province.

As to the {ource and origin of civil power ;
the parable on which my difcourfe 1s ground-
ed, fuggefts that 1t is ultimately derived from
God, whofe ¢ kingdom ruleth over all;”
this keing as truly a talent committed by Him
to the fidelity of men, 2sany thing elfe can be.

In
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In this light it i1s confidered in the holy fcrip-
t¢ures, It is not only agreeable to the original
fcheme and plan of God’s univerfal govern-
ment, that civil rule fhould take place a-
mong men, in fubordination to His own ; but
his providence is actually concerned in raifing
thofe perfons to power and dominion, who
are poflefled of it. In the language of the Pro-
phet, « Wifdom and might are His. He re-
“ moveth kings, and fetteth up kings. The
“ moft High ruleth in the kingdom of men,
¢ and giveth it to whomfoever he will.” The
language of the apoftles is not lefs emphatical.,
They tell us, that < there is no power, but of
““ God;"” that “ the powers that be, are or-
“ dained of God;” and that *they are God’s
¢ Minifters.”

Buat then it is to be remembered, that this
power .1s derived from God, not immediately,
but mediately, as other talents and bleflings are.
'The notions of any particular form of govern-
ment explicitly inftituted by God, as defigned
for a univerfal model ; of the divine right of
monarchy, in contradiftinétion from all other
modes ; of the hereditary, unalienable right of
fuccefiion ; of the defpotic, unlimited power
of kings, by the immediate grant of Heaven ;
and the like ; thefe notions are not drawn from
the holy {criptures, but from a far lefs pure and
{acred fountain, They are only the devices of
lawned parafites, or other gracelefs politicians,

to ferve the purpofes of ambition and tyranny.
And
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And though they are of late date, yet being

traced up to their true original, they will be
found to come, by uninterrupted {ucceflion,
from him who was a politician from the be-
oinning.

God did 1nodeed formerly take one nation
under his more immediate care and patronage,
eftablith'ng therein a kind of civil polity.
Bui with this, the other Nations of the world
had no concern ; nor were they required to
imitate it, It might be added, that even this
commonwealth of Ifrael was not moulded
and modelled wholly by the immediate dictates
of Heaven. Adyfes, who {fometimes confulted
God 1in the Mount, at other times confulted
his father-in-law “fezbro in Midzan, the prince
and prieft of that country, By whole advice,
though a mere pagan, 1t was that the great
Hebrew lawgiver, parily framed his govern-
ment, And 1t is to be obferved, that this
government did not put on the re«v‘al form at
all till after along time; and then In exprefs
contradldlon to the councxl of the Propiet,
God declaring that this people rejelted Him,
in requefting a king. To fay the leaft, mo-
narchical government has no better foundation
in the Oracles of God, than any other. And
after the eftablithment of it amongft the
Hebrews the crown, inftead of defcending uni-
for mly to the elder branch of the male line,
was often beftowed on a younger; fome“lmeb

transferred to another family ; and fometimes
B even



10 An Eleflion-Sermon,

even into another tribe: And this not without
the divine approbation.

All the different conftitutions of govern-
ment now in the world, are immediately the
creatures of man’s making, not of God’s. And
indeed the veltiges of human inperfection are
{o manifeft in them, thatit would be a reproach
to the all-wife God to attribute them directly
to Him. And as they are the creatures of
man’s making; {o from man, from common
confent, it 1s that lawful rulers immediately re-
ceive their power. This is the channel in
which it flows from God, the original {curce
of it. Nor are any pofiefled of a gieater portion
of it, than what is conveyed to them 1n this
Way, Or at leaft, if they have any more,
thcy have it canly as the thief or the robber
hazs the {poi!, which fraud or violence has put
into his hands. Agreeably to what is here faid,
concerning the medium or channel through
which power is derived from Gaod, govern-
ment Is {poken of in {cripture, as being both
the ordinance of God, and the ordinance of
man : Of Ged, 1n reference to His original
plan, and univerfal Providence; and of man,
as it is more immediately the refult of human
prudence, wifdom and concert,

In the fecond place, we are juft to mention
the great end of government. And after the
glory of God, which we ufuallyconfider as the
end of all things in general, that can be no o-

ther than the good of man, the common benefit
of
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of fociety. This isequally evident whether we
confider 1t as a divine, or an human inftitation,

As 1t 15 God’s ordinance, it is defigned for a
blefling to the world, It is inftituted for the
prefervation of men’s perfons, properties and
various rights, againit fraud and lawlefs vio-
lence; and that, by means of it, we may both
procure, and quietly enjoy, thole numerous
bleflings and advantages, which are unattain-
able out of {ociety, and being unconne&ted by
the bends of 16, It is not conceivable that the
all-wife and good God, fhould ordzin govern-
ment amongit men, but with a view to 1ts be-
Ing {fablervient te their happinels, and well-
being in the world ; to be fure, not, that it
might be fubfervient to a contrary one, their
mifery. We cannot miagine it potlible that
He who 1s good unto all, and whofe tender
mercles are over all his works, {hould exalt a
a few perfons to power over the reft, to be their
oppreflors; or merely for their own fakes, that
they may amafs riches, that they may live in
eafe and fplendor, that they may riot on the
produce of other’s toil, and receive the homage
of millions, without doing them any good. ¢
were blafphemous to think that God bas infti-
tuted government for {uch a partial, unworthy

end.
So far has God interpofed in founding the

commonwealth of Ifrac/, 1t was in favour to
his chofen people that he did it: Not that they
might be opprefled and enflaved by their awn
Rulers; but that they might be dehivered from

B 2 op-=
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oppreﬁ”lon and {lavery and their tafkmafters in

/Agypt: And that, being brought out of the
houfe of Bondage, they mwht be conducdted
into a good land, flowing with milk and honey;
that they mlght there poﬁc@ property, €njoy
the blefling of equal laws, and be happy. Nor
1s the general deiign of government and ma-
giftracy now, throughout the world, different
from what 1t was amongft the Ifraelites: viz,
the happinefs of men. Accordingly the apoiile
tell us that the civil magifirate ¢ s the mi-
““ nifter of God to us for good;” and from
hence argues the reafonablenefs of fubmitiing
to his authonity. And all the inftructicns
and admonttions which God has giver to ru-
lers in his word, exaétly Correfpopd tc this de-
clared end of their inftituton, The end of
government then, as 1t 15 a divine orainanc
muft be human felicity.

And 1f we confider it as it is more inme-
diately the ordinance of man, the end muni
evidently be the fame. It bc:nm founelag 1o
and {upported by, common conient, it iv -
poilible the defign of it thould ke any other :
sSince we cannot fuppofe that nien would vo-
luntanily enter into fociety, and fet up and
maintain a common authority, upon any other
principles than thofe of mutual fecurity and
common good, Noris there any medium be-
twixt fuch common confent as is here intend-
ed, and plain lawlefs force and violence ; for
which Chriftians, furely, ought not to be ad-

yocates, Some ftates may have owed their-
be-a
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beginning, and more, their progrefs and en-
largement, to the latter of thefe caufes. But
thefe are not to be drawn into example, or to
have any regard paid to them, when we are
{peaking of the end of government, We ought
not to take our eftimate of the defign hereof,
from the views of banditti, and robbers, affo-
ciated to plunder and opprefs others : (tho’ even
they have a common intereft which they pro-
fefs to regard, and which keeps them together.)
But we are to form our idea of this end, by
what reafon {uggefts muft be the motive with
reafonable and honeft men to unite together
in the bonds cof fociety. And if we judge by
this rule, the end of government muft be the
common good of all, and of every individual,
{o far as is confiftent therewith,

We are therefore brought exattly to the
fame point at la{t, whether we confider go-
vernment as 1t 1s originally an appointment of
Heaven, or, more immediately, the voluntary
choice of men. The fecurity and happinefs of
all the members compofing the political bedy,
muft be the defign and end thereof, confidered
in both thefe hights, God 15 too good to or-
dain it for any other Purpofes; and men, at
leaft love themfelves too well, to chufe it from
any other principles: Unlefs, perhaps we may
{uppofe that a farther defign of political union,
is the defence and patronage of other perfons,
out of the fociety ; and the doing of good to
all, as opportunity 1s, 1n providence, afforded
for it. But if this 1s really any end at all;

yet
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yet it being only a fecondary and remote one,
it might have been pafled over in filence.

But tho’ the grand end of government un-
der all its difterent forms, is one, the good of
the political body ; this general end admits of
various {ubdivifions, and is profecuted in a va-
riety of ways; to {peak of which is quite be-
yond the defign of this difcourfe : And indeed
that would be to deliver a {yftem of politicks,
rather than a fermon. I fhall therefore only
add under this head, that as the happinefs of
men in {ociety depends greatly upon the good-
nefs of their morals, and as mortals have a clofe
conne€tion with religion, the latter as well as
the former, ought doubtlefs to be encouraged
by the civil magiftrate ; not only by his own
pious life and good example ; but alfo by his
laws, as far asis confiftent with the natural,
unalienable rights of every man’s conlcience.
Protection 1s, in juftice, due to all perfons in-
differently, whofe religion does not manifeftly
and very directly, tend to the fubverfion of the
oovernment. And a general toleration, with
this fingle exception, is {c far from being per-
nicious to {ociety, that 1t greatly promotes the
oood of it in many refpects, Perfecution and
intollerance, are not only unjuft, and criminal
in the fight of God; but they alfo cramp, en-
feeble, and diminith the {tate. And many
ftates, in other refpects politic enough, have
hereby greatly prejudiced themlelves, and
{trengthened their rival neighbours. For

what elfe i1s 1t, to butcher multitudes of their
own
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own people on religious accounts, as they have
done; and to oblige others of them to betake
themfelves to fiight, with their effe&s and
arts, into foreign countries, where they may
live fecurely ¢ So that {etting afide the great
impiety and unrighteoufnefs of this practice,
the impolicy of it i1s a {ufficient argument a-
oainft it. Nor, indeed, can it be doubted but
that the intereft of true religion, has been
oreatly prejudiced, by that notion whieh has
{o generally prevailed in Chriftendom from the
days of Conftantine ; I mean, that kings could
not be nurfing fatbers, nor queens nurfing
mothers, to the Church, unlefs they fuckled
her with human blood, and fed her with the
fleth of thofe, whom angry Ecclefiafticks are
pleafed to ftigmatize with the names of heretic,

fchifmatic and infidel #,

Thirdly : Itis now time to mention {ome
of thofe arguments by which Rulers thould
be induced to exercife their power with fideli-
ty, {uitable to the great end and defign of it.

It is afferted by a great man of the laft age,
« that the pretended depth and difficulty in

‘“ matters

* ¢ Notonly Germany, but all the Chriftian {tates, bled
¢ at the wounds which they—received in—religious wars; a
¢ rage which is peculiar to Chriftians, who are ignorant of
¢¢ idolatry, and 1s the unhappy confequence of that dogmati-
“¢ cal {pirit, which has {o]ong been introduced into all parties.
“ There are few points of controver{y which have not been
‘“ the occafion of a civil war : And foreign nations (perhaps
“ our own pofterity) will one day be unable to comprehend
“ how it was poflible, that our fore-fathers could kill one
“ ancther, for {fo many years together, and yet, at the fame
““ time, be preaching patience.” Volt, Age of L. X1V.
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¢c matters of ftate, is a mere cheat.” And
¢ from the beginning of the world,” fays he,
«« to this day, you never found a common-
«« wealth, where the leaders, having honefty
¢¢ enough, wanted {kill enough to lead her to
¢¢ her true intereft both at home and abroad*.”
It belongs not to my function to determine
how far this aflertion will hold true. But I
may venture to fay, that if honefty and pub-
lick fpirit are all that are wanting, there are
not wanting arguments enough, founded in
reafon and religion, to engage Rulers to aé&t
from thofe principles.

To a generous mind, the public good, as it
is the end of government, fo it is alfo fuch a
noble and excellent one, that the profpe& of
attaining it will animate the purfuit, and being
attained, it will reward the pains. The very
name of patriotifm isindeed become a jeft with
fome men; which would be much ftranger
than it is, had not fo many others made a jeft
of the thing, ferving their own bafe and wicked
ends, under the pretext and colour cf it, Bat
there will be hypocrites in politicks, as well as
in religion. Nor ought {o facred a name to
fall into contempt, however it may have been
proftitutedand profaned, to varnith over crimes.
And thofe times are perzlous indeed, wherein
men fhall be only lovers of their own félves,
having no concern for the good of the public.
Shall we go to the Pagans to learn this god-like
virtue? Even they can teachit. And is there
a Chriftian, who 1s required to love all men,

® H arringtan. and
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2nd to do good to all, as he may have oppor-
tunity for it; Is there a Chriftian, who does
not love even his brethren, the members of
the {ame body with himfelf? Is there a Chri-
{tian, who is void of all generous folicitude for
his country’s welfare @ Ts there, who has no
defire to fee it in a profperous and flourifhing
conaition ? Who has no pleafure 1in a@cualiy
feeing 1t fo? Is there, who has no grief, in be-
ho]dmO' its calamities ? no dl(poﬁtlon to ferve
it ? Such a perfon, though he were of a pri-
vate character, would be a reproach not only to
hisreligion, a religion of charity and beneficence,
but even to our common nature, as cerrupt and
depraved as itis. But how much more infa-
mous were this; in perfons of a public character?
In thofe, on whom the welfare of their country,
under providence, immediately depends ?

Bat 1t 1s not to be thought merely an office
of generofity and charity, for Rulers to exert
themidv& in the fervice o - the public. This
1s an mdﬂpmi...,bm duty of Jaf‘f ce which they
owe to it, by virtue of their {zation. They have
taken the care and guardianthip thereof upon

tnemieives: Yea h:v are commoniy laid en-
- der the folemin obligation of an ox h, 10 {tudy
and pur[ue its interelt, And whyare ’m,y ho-
noured ? v'?h,, rewarced Dy tie pmm, but
that the public may ’”GCCH’“ benenit from them?
Here then, are tles, 1f pofiible, more {trong
and facred than thofe (::f charity: Tigs, s 7hich
bem & Vl()]ut{.d Luw the violators of them

N o } ~
S P8 916183 e
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Another argument of fome weight, 1s, that
peopie are not ufually either fo blind and 1n-
{fenfible as not to know when they are well
governed 5 or {o unerateful as not to acknow-
lPdfTe 1t, and to 1 quue their benefadtors {uita-
b]y to theu merits.  Some men will, indeed
be captious, and find fault without reafon :
But 1015 a mere calui xmny to reprefent them of
this turn and temper in general,  All hiftory
{carce affords an exa:“nla of a people ruled
with prudence, de’qf:i, anc due clemency,
but what loved and honoured their Rulers ;
but what loudly prociuimed their vertues ;
but what, in all proper ways, requited their
paternal care and goodnefs, while living, and
reverenced their memory, when dead. And
how much more defirable is this, than for
them to have their ears filled with cries, com-
plaints and murmurings ? How much more

eligible 1s 1t, to live euepmed and to have their
names tranfiitted with honour to pofterity,
than to be the ob)f-‘@ s of publick hatred, as be-
ing rather tafk-maflers than fathers; and to
Icave no remembrance behind them, but of
their {elfithnefs and injuftice ; their unfaithful-
neis and oppreflions ?

It. were, moreover, to be wifthed, that
Rulers (ef‘)ﬂcial y Legiflators, whom 1 have
all along chielly in view) would {erioully con-
fider how much their own beloved polterity
inay be aftected by their counfels and conduct,
The effeét of public counfels and refolations,
whether good or bad, is not {o tranfient as

they
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they are themfelves, Even remote generations
often feel the confequence of themn. By wife
and good laws, and a proper conduét in other
refpets, the governors of a people, laya foun-
dation, by God's blefling, not only for the wel-
fare of the oeneration piefent, but alfo for the
profperity of thofe who may come after them.
In doing which, they, in effeét, leave the molt
valuable legacy to their own ofhpuncr s where-
as, by a contrary condudt, they entail on them
only milery and ruin, This coniideration
will be of great weight, not only with perfons
of a truly patriot and pudhc {pirit ; but even
with all fuch as are not wwizlout natural ajfec-
012 3 with all] who would not have their
memory curfed after they are gone, even by
thofe who thould 77/ up, and call them blefled.
A farther argument may be drawn from
this confideration, that Rulers derive their
power trom God, and are ordained to be bils
miniflers for good. 'T'hey are not only entruft-
ed by man with the care of the publicik; but
by God himfelf, the {upreme lawgiver, that
they may be the mnftruments of his goodnefs
and muniacence.  This dolirine, that rulers
are God’s minifters, and cloathed with autho-
rity delegated from Hium, has for too citen
cen made ufe of asa tonic of compliment and
adulation, 1n order to f{ooth them, and puft
them up with vain 1maginations, And {o
{uccefstul have the fervile adorers of Princes
fometunes been, in the management of 1t, as to
make them conceit t}’emfclvc,s almoft hterahy

C 2 Gods,
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Gods, and to think their {ubje&s {carce better
than brutes, made only for their fervice. That
the title intended, denotes their dignity, and
the honour which they may juftly expet, no
one can queftion, But the grand inference
they themf{elves ought to draw from hence, s,
that they {hould umtm.e the juflice and un-
wearied goodnefs of that God, whofe mini-
fters they are; and exercife the power with
which his providence has cloathed them, to
that gracious end, for which it 1s given.
When they profecute the true interefts of the
public, and diffufe happinefs around them,
then, and only then, they «&t up to their ho-
nourable chara¢ter. They then anfwer the
noble purpofesfor which Heaven exalted themn;
and are feconding the benevolent defigns of
providence, bemf" workers togctber with God.
And What can motre aninate a confiderate
man to fidelity 1n his traft, than this reflection.
"T'hat while he 1s thus ﬂ,;vm his ggnexatzon
he is dolng 1t gccording fa "/":? wiil of Ged ?
that he therein concurs with the delions of
the createft aﬂu ‘tcic of Ecings, the Creator
and Lord of all, who 1s good ento all roltis
an honeft jov, a p‘eafm‘e truly divine, that
muft refult from fuch conicious 1 integrity.
Chrittiur Rulers {houla, moreover, always
1ave 1n view the example of our blefied Lord
and Redeemer, to whom a// power 1n Heaven
and in earth s grven, All his laws are cal-
culated for the ood of nis fubjeéis; and he

governs them, In order to render them happy.
He
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He wasthe king foretold, who was to ““reign o
“ in righteoufnefs.” After Him thould all the
princes and rulers of the earth copy. And
if they did fo, the great obje& and end of
their government, would be to blefs mankind,
But the argument fuggefied in my text, is
of the greateft weight and ifolemnity of any
that can be thought of ; viz. the account
which all men are to give of their conduct
hereafter, to the judge of quick and dead.
‘T'hat fame Lord, who has given to one of his
fervants five talents, to another two, andto
another one, will come at the appointed time
to reckon with them ; and to render to every
man according to his deeds. INor are there
any perfons who have more reafon to aim at
approving themfelves to Him, than civil Ru-
lers, who have {o great a charge. It isan
eftablifhed maxim ot Ged’s equal government,
that ‘¢ unto whomioever much is given, of
““ him fhall much be required.” Nor does
He, at whofe tribunal they are to appear, re-
card the perfons of princes any more than of
their {laves, 'They are all equally his {ervants,
Happy! thrice happy! thofe who fhall then
be found faithful; for then fhall they enzer
suto the joy of their Lerd.  Not {o, the floth-
ful and wicked {ervant, who has either ne-
cleCted, or wilfully mifapplied, the talents
committed to him! Innumerable, alas! in-
numerable are the miferies and calamities
which have accrued, and are daily accruing
to mankind, from the abufe of that VEry power
which
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o which was defigned to prevent them, and to
be inftrumental of good to all that are under it.
Heaven beholds thefe things : And fhall not
Heaven, at length, vifit for them! ¢ Shall not
“ the Judoe of all the earth do right 1’
Rulers {urely, even the moft dlgmﬁed and
powerful of them, fhould not be {o elevated
with the thouo*hts of their power, as to forget
from whom it comes s ; for what purpofes 1t is
delegated to them ; whofc impartial eye 1t is
that furveys all their counfels, defigns agd ac-
tions ; and who it is that will, one day, exa&
an account of their fteward{hip. 1f only the
band rpon the wall, caufed the haughty Baby-
fontan’s knees to {mite one againfl another ;
what amazement will feize the proud Oppzef-—
fors of the earth, when they fhall behold the
¢ {on of man coming in the clouds of Hea-
““ ven, with all the holy angels with Him!”
The apopalypfc of St. ]ohn informs us how
different {entiments zbe kings of the carth, and
e great men, and the chief captains, and the
ng/vty Haen, {hali then entertain of themiclves,
from thofe whzch they are too apt to entertain
at prefent.  You will then {ee many of thofe
who made the world tremble and ftoop before
them, 1n vain attempting to bzde themfelves
7 z‘be dens and in the rocks of the moun-

tains! But,
It now remains to make fome refiections

upon this {fubject, and to apply 1t to the pre-
fent occafion.
And
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And we are reminded by the preceding *
difcourfz, how great a blefling good govern-
ment is; and what gratitude becomes thofe
whom God, in his providence, favours with
it. Inconfiderate men are too apt to think
government rather a burden, than a bleffing
rather, as what fome perfons have invented for
their own particular advantage, than what
God has inftituted for the good of all.  This
i, under Him, the great guard and fecurity of
men’s property, peace, religion, lives ; of every
thing here, for which it 1s worth while to live,
And this is a blefling which Britith f{ubjeéts
enjoy, in as high a degree, perhaps, as any o-
ther people, It is their felicity to be govern-
ed by {fuch men, and by {uch laws, as them-
{elves approve ; without which their beafted
liberty would, indeed, be but an empty name.
The form of our government is juftly the
envy of moit other nations ; efpecially of thofe
which have either no patliaments at all, or
fuch as may be banifhed at the word and
pleafure of a tyrant; which comes much to
the fame thing, We have alfo, for feveral late
reigns, been blefled with Princes too juft and
good to encroach upon the rights of their fub-
jects, and too wife to think that Britons can
endure a chain,  Happy had 1t been for {ome
former Piinces, as well as for their people, had
they been endowed ‘with the fame moderation,
juftice and wildom I—-

Perfons of a private charallter are, more-
over, admontined of the reverence and fub-

mif{lion,
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miflion, which they owe to government as
it 15 God’s ordinance ; and as Rulers derive
their power from him. Were this no more
than an human inftitution, yet it would, in
the nature of the thing, demand great refpet;
that being neceflary even to the prefervation
of it in the world, and fo, to people’s reaping
thofe numerous advantages which accrue from
it. But when we reflet, that this is an ap-
pointment of Heaven, 1t fuggefts that we
{hould be {ubject even ¢ for confcience fake;”
and that we cannot behave undatifully to-
wards our Rulers, without alfo rebelling a-
oainft God. Nor is 1t ealy to mention any
duty which the gofpel inculcates upon the
coniciences of men, with greater folemnity,
than that of paying due honour to kings, and
all that are 1n authority. However, 1t is not
to be forgotten, that as in all free conftitutions
of government, law, and not will, 1s the mea-
fure of the executive Magiftrate’s power ;
{o it 1s the meafure of the {fubject’s obedience
and {ubmifiton. 'The confequence of which,
I fhall at prefent leave others to draw ; only
obferving, that 1t 1s very firange we thould be
told, at this time of day, that lcyalty and {lavery
mean the fame thing ; though this is plainly
the amount of that do&rine which {fome, even
now, have the forehead to ventilate, in order
to bring a reproach upon the Rewvolutzon, upon
the prefent happy {ettlement of the crown, and
to prepare us for the dutiful reception of an

bereditary tyraut.
It
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It is moreover fuggefted by what has been
faid vpon this fubject, how much care and
integrity thould be exercifcd in the choice of
thofe, who are to have a fhare 1n govern-
ment ; that they may not be unworthy of it,
If it ever happensn countries of liberty, that
the conduct of public affairs falls into the
hands of weak or difhone{t men, the peopie
will fcarce be the lefs miferable, becaude they
had the choice of thele men themfelves ; tho’
they will be the lefs to be pitied. FPeople
have, in fome countries, bzen fo regardlefs of
their own welfare, as to give tco much en-
couragement to defigning men, who wouid
practice upon them; yea, as to make an infa-
mous merchandize of their hands and voices
to the higheft bidder, without any confidera-
tion of merit, of capacity or inclination to ferve
the public. It is not eafy to determine, who
are the moft criminal, they who would make
their way to places of power and truft, by in-
dire& means, or they who have {o little con-
cern for the welfare of their country, as to
hearken to them, and to become the tcols of
their ambition and covetoufnefs, And how
faithfully they are likely to ferve their country,
who fet out with corrupting it ; they who
afpire to a part in the government, by bribing
the avaritious, by flattering the foolifh, and
making fine promifes to the credulous ; is not
hard to conjecture.

Sir Thomas More tells us, 1n his model of a
commonwealth, that the wife and wvirtuous

D Utopians,
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Utoprons, ¢ take an oath, before they proceed
“ to an eleition, that they will chule hlm
‘“ whom they think meetel for the oice
al‘fd that, “ if a man aﬂ“*s?ff-c to an oftice, he
< 15 fuwﬁ never to comgpals i, Somme wiid
perbaps think 1t a piy, that 2 15 only an
Utopra, an imaginary rcgion, wnere {fuch
maxims are faid to prevail. Pmple being,
under no undue 1ufluence, would doubtlefs
make a better cheices thnan 'L'"‘C] citen do, n
thofs pihc:s* where 1:“;?91 wunity {upnlies the
want of wildom 1n the c;a:.}mda..u : and the
Ipirit of corruption, t hs fpirit of patrietiim,
#3 to men of real worth, It is a pity they
{hould be put upon molatmf:f thielr natural
modefty, by p oclauning their own fi perior
Qualifications for {erving the publick ; and by
{olliciting an acknow 1ed’*ﬂ ent hercof. It 1s
il hmde that “hofe who are moft capavle
f {erving heir country, thould be obiiged 1o
reward oihers for the liberiy of deing it. “Such
mren fhoeld furely be made choice of freely
anc volunlarily, without being for ced as 1f
were, either to beg or to buy, a confeflion of
their great merit ; e—fr}eci 11}, becaufe in this
cale, fome pﬁople nta }c’:‘; Icus temper, may be
apr (o iuﬁge\,t e hey have omﬁthmo clie
MmGoe at hears 1o e gOUu of their country.
indebd fhe t}:_i\_;;,.,m:.h:c of all ages has proved,
that men ¢f b grezterd merit, do the moit
difdein thofe a:vs and noa&ices, of which o-
thers ferve themicives <tk the unwary 5 and
ghat thofe who are ihe moft addifted to
F' them,

pa
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tiiem, are comn *oaly the leaft fit to be truft-
ed, etther m refpelt of capacity or integrity,
O s.}'”’z]

God forbid, that ever fuch things thould
become fafhionabic and reputable amongft ue;
or that any Son of New-Enzland, {hould
prove {uch a protane Efaz, as to {ell his birth-
right | Qur anceftors, though not perfect and
infallible in all refpe&s, were a religious, brave
and virtuous fet of chn whofe lov-u of liberty,

civil and r .....hglo 18, DIO""‘G‘ht them from their
native land, into the American deferts. By
tieir genercus care, it 1s, under the imiles of a
OTACIOUS prc‘mdizzf“e *ha.t we have now here a
zoodly heritage; and fee thefe once defart and
iolita ary places rejoicing and blofioming as the
role, the glory of Lehanoi beir ng given unto
them, the LFQCE!&FHL\J’ of Carmel and ofS{f, 12
By the wildom and’ bisty of our fore-fathers 1t
= under that Goj who hath determined th
bounds of ail men’s habitatien, that we he
Cu'oy many valuable prwﬂf‘ﬁes . of which this

day, amoneft other things, 1s a prooi and mo-
nument, "E."? ough weare not an in’iwendant
{tate, yet, FHeaven be thanked! we are a fice

-

people. ?ov ever all know, that it 15 not
from our privileges and llbcitICS fimply con-
iidered, but hom the ule we flkf: of theny,

that our telicity 1s to be exp wcd. And they
are {o great and ample, that tha right Improve=
ment of them, cannot but make us happy,
provided we have the virtue and honour to
make fuch aone of them, Nor can I think

D2 wWe
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we are {o far degenerated from the laudable
{pirit of our anceftors, as to defpife and abufe
what they procured for us at fodear a rate, I
am not willing to believe we are running {o faft
into the evil practices and cuftoms of other
places ; or fo fond of imitating the fathionable
tollies and vices of any, even of thofe whom
decency may perhaps require us to call our
betters, as{ome would infinuate that we are ;
and from hence prognofticate cur deftru&tion,
INo: I will not believe but that we fear God,
reverence the memory of our fore-fathers,
love our country and ourftives more than io
do thus; and that God wili {t1 i a1ve us to {ce
the Qood of his chofen,

But long cuftom requires that, upon this
occafion, I apply myfelf more particularly to
ocur honoured Ruleis; or, at leaft, cuftom
will {creen me from the imputation of pre-
fumption 1n doing 1t.  Foyou, therefore, the
Legiflators and political Fathers of the country,
I would now, with all proper humility and
deference, duefoc my diicourie.

I would not, mucn honoured Fathers, wil-
lingly ¢o beyond my line in any refpedt.
But fercly I fhould forget the proper duty of
Iny ftation, if 1 did not embrace the opportu-
nity which this day affords me, to befeech
vou, as you fcar God, whole minif’cers you are;
as you love the country, whole welfare de-
pends upon you; as you regard that good nzme,
which 7s as prec1ous orntmient, and ratier 10
e clofent than great rickes; as you have any

COnCern
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concern for pofterity, even your own; as you
would enjoy the blefled peace of a geod con-
{fcience, 1n life and deaths; and, in fine, as
you would be found of our common judge in
peace, in the day of his appearing; if 1 did
not befeech and exhort you, by all thele mo-
tives, to be faithtul in the diicharge of that
truft which 1s devolved upon you by Godand
man ; to let no unworthy views influence your
conduct ; but 1n all things to confult and pro-
{ecute the public good. You are very fenfi-
ble, my Fathers, that this is vour indifpenfa-

le duty. Your God, your king, your coun-
try, all expect this of you. NNor could you
anfwer 1t to either of them ; no, not even to
yourfelves, thould you neglect 1. It 15, I
craft from a fenfe of duty to God, 1n whofz
name I am now called to fpeck, and from an
affeCtionate concern for the welfare of my dear
native country, not from a vain affeCtation of
putiing on the monitor towards my {uperiors,
that I ufe this ficedom of {peech, and {fuch im-
portunity. And if it ferves, in any mealure,
by the blefiing of God, to awaken your zeai
tor His honour, and for the proiperity of this
people, the intent of it i1s anfwered.

There 1s but lictie probability, that thole
who fear not God, will much regard man ;
or that they who have not an habitual fenfe of
His authority over themfelves, will exercife
that which he has given them over others, as
they ought to do. Be pleafed, therefore, al-

Ways
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ways ta bear in mind that glorious Being, who
1s ever with you who lpake all wmlds INto
exiitence ; whofe power {uitains and governs
all thmb,_; in whote prefence no 1craph IS U~
veiled ; at whole frown, apoftate {pirits trem-
ble ; before whom, all * the inhabitants of

the earth are reputed as nothing 7 Whole
““ eves ever view, and whole eyelids try the
“ children of men: That nghteous Lord
¢ who loveth righteoufneils;” and under
whofe admmifiration, all men (hall at laift find
their account in an upright condudt, and in
that alone.  VWhile you have a juft fenfe of
thefe things vpon your minas, you wiil pur-
{fue no univorthy endas: You will have the
intereft of the puablic at heart: You will be
ﬂ‘xomﬁuve about the beil meafures of pro-
imoting 1t; and ¢ attend continually upon
<« this very thing.”

It 13 an 1 npotiant branco of the legiflature

e
>
Oﬂ

for the eniumng yeas that 15 this d-:l‘j
chofcn ; a branch of o eat honour, weiziyt and
mﬂmee 1 the ﬁow nment,  Befides the

:

nown part which the ceintiemen of that ho-
nourable board, will huve to alt in a legiilative
capacity; tiicy ‘weill have an notiner, which de-
maonds, at leatt, equal V.mto 1, c.qu:.s.l upright-
(] ; and that of ¢ freely

< SiVl”g advice, at « Ht ines, to the Governor,
«« forthe good m gf,i”‘f ne ofpubhc affairs of
<« the governme “1’{;, according (o the form of
the 11 om {'ne worid EOES not abound with
whiom all thele qualities concur,

which
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which render them fit for aquCiﬁ and coun-
{=llors, even in matters of far lefs moment.
Buat {uperior wildom and difcreiion s a Q(‘od
knowledge of the natare of government in ge-
neral: of the Britifh 1n paxtz:u Ar; Oof our char-
ter vights, and this plo.nm.,l 1 contlicution a,
thorough flcqmmtancp with the circumiiance
of the pmmnce, and Winh 1ts true nte 1cﬂs
a generous and pudlic {pirit 5 great l“onpﬁy
and intrepidity, fuch as will not waver with
very gale of popular breath, or any other
breath thefe {urely are the qcahhes, which
are natmally expected to be found, in all who
have a feat at that refpe&table board,  Should
there be ever {een hereatier, (a {uppofition
which I do not make without great relu f“(::.ncs;
but thould there ever be feen hereafier) at the
council board, a perfon of a low cqp:u.uy, of
little knowledee and difcretion; one, almoift
ignorant of the laws, government, al 1d Cir-
wmltances even oi hisown ccantry ; one, of
a Narrow, feh_.{h Avariiious turn ; cne, of .11,.:.16
integrity and litde fortitude 5 one, zlfr-aid (O
difclofc his mind, when advice is to be given
¢ {reely for the sfood management of the f*ub._
¢ lic affaursy’ ﬂlould {uch a one b= ever {een
hercafterat that board ; this, {arely wauia not
{rem very agreeable to 1ts known flile and
chara&er of bowourable. And all who are
concerned In the approaching election, will
regard thofe qualities which tend to fupport
and juftity that title ; exercifing a care pro-
portionate to the importance and dignity of

{uch
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fuch a truft : T mean they will do fo, pro-
vided they are altuated in this affair, by {fuch
principles as become men and Chriftians ; the
principles of fidelity to God, and love to the
country. Taking it for granted therefore,
that thefe are the principles which will govern
in the enfuing choice, in oppofition to thoie of
party, perfonal friendfhips, and perfonal enmi-
ties ; and to all private intereft ; taking this
for granted, I fay, I would now beg leave,
honoured Fathers, to mention fome other
things that may poflibly deterve confideration ;
though with great {ubmifiion and deference,
knowing that to prefcribe, is not my pro-
vince.

It may ke worth confidering, whether we
have not {fome laws 1n force, hardly reconcilea-
ble with that religious liberty which we pro-
tefs ; and which the Royal charter exprefsly
requircs fhould be preferved inviolate. A
neighbouring colony, we know, has lately

cen reprimanded on account of fome laws of
a perfecuting afpect, And whether fome of
our own, are of a genius and complexion {ufli-
ciently abhorrent from the fame f{pirit, 1s not,
perhaps, unworthy the confideration of the

legiflature.

'T'he ftate of our College can never be for-
ootten, nor enough lamented, by thole who
wifh to fee learning duly honoured, and 1n a
flourithing condition.  Indeed of literature
and the mufes chiefly haunted where poverty

refides——But this a thread-bare topic,~—Long
lve
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live the names of our venerable fore-~fathers,
who did fo much for the promotion of li heral
{cience, 1n the infant flate of the countr}f !
Long, the names of all the cenerous, benefac-
tors to this feminary of lear ning ! L%b, (he
naﬂleSOfHARVARD STODGL{TO‘J ,rioLLIs,
BERKELEY!

The want of fome ot effeSinally to fetile
claims and quiet poficilions, e‘pecially in the
frontiers of the Province, which is much com-
plained of by many: Not merels y, a3 what
renders private property too precarious 3 but
alfo as what 1s prejudicial to the public, 1
more refpects than one.

‘T'here 1s fuch a {pirit in fomerelpedts, now
appearing, and growing amongft us, as being
duly encouraged by the legillature, cannot,
with the ordinary blefling of providence, but
be of happy confequence, We are grown
pretty fenfible of the 1mportance of 1mproving
our lands, better than formerly ; that fo we
may not be beholden for our daily breac,y un-
lefs it is to him, to whom we pray for ie, It
1S not Implobable, from the late experiments
of fome public fpirited Gentlemen, that we
might have a valuable {taple, by meansof that

fruit which delights {o much 1n our foil; as

ell as greatly leflen the importation of foreign
liquors.  Something confiderable has, of late,
been done towards the ettablithing of afeful
manufactures among us: None of whichy it
is to be hoped, will Tall through and mifcars Vs

for want of proper encouragement from the

2 # go-
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oovernment, ‘The fithery now of late pro-
jected, and carried on, from this Capital, can-
not fail to be of great advantage to it, in the
low and declining {tate of its commerce; and,
indeed, to the whole province ; at leaft as long
as the mortxfymg rehglon of lent, 1s upheld 1n
foreign countries,
Tothefe Things, which have a favourable a{-
pect, may be added the zeal {hown by many,
for the introduction of foreign Proteftants *. 1t
is large 1mportations of this {ort, not of other
European commocdities, that has made one of
our Britith provinces rich and populous, 1 the
courfe of a few vyears ; {o that, of an incon-
{iderable fettlement, i now vies with the
oreateft and moit 0pu]ent And that which
may, perhaps, render it the more expedient
thus to increafe our numbers, is the probabili-
ty that we fhall, before long, have other em-
ployment than agrlculture and the blefled arts
of peace, for many of our own people: I
mean,

* Though the Province alluded to, has in faét been made

both populous and rich, by the introduction of foreigners ;
yet it is apprehended, that fome inconveniencies may arile
hereafter, if they have not arifen already, for want of cdue
precaution in the diftribution of them, &c. Which incon-
veniencies will, doubtlefs, be guarded againft, by any others
of our Britifh Coloniesand Plantations, which fhall bring in
great numbers of {uch Settlers ; this not being impracticable,
though there may be {ome difficulty attending it. And al-
though it {houid be thought, that the Germarns in Penfylvania,
Y 2wever they had been dlfpofed of, and whatever precautions
* .1 been taken with regard to them, are to0 numerous in
' pomon to the other Inhabitants; yet the Province of the

Lactuyferts 1s already {o populous with Exgli/h, that there
115 not to be the leaft, or moft remote, danaer hexz, of too.

. 48 lm_g_zortatlons of this nagure,
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rnean, in curbing and chaftizing theinfolence of
our neighbours on the Continent; neighbours,
whofe perfidy renders them a more formidable
enemy even in peace, than either their num-
ber or bravery in war,

It 1s not a little furprizing to many perfons
abroad, that this government has been at no
greater expence, and taken no more pains, to
civilize the natives of the country; and to
propagate among(t them the glorious Gofpel
of our Redeemer: Efpecially confidering one
profefled defign of our fore-fathers in coming
hither, our own high pretenfions to religion,
ana our own intereft. Indeed there is fome
reafon to fear, that even the donations of per-
ions abroad, and entrufted with others here,
1 America, for carrying on {o pious and good
a defign, have not always been applied with
that care, impartiality and faithfulnefs, which
might have been juftly expefted. Bat this
not being a matter wherein the government
15 immediately concerned, I fhall fay no more
of it: And fome will, perhaps, think that
even this 1s too much.

It 1s to be hoped that You, our honoured
Rulers, will not neglet any means that are
proper to be ufed by the government, to hu-
manize and chriftianize thefe pcor Savages,
Charity requires this, and requires it the more,
bzcaufe they will, otherwife, be in great dan-
ser of apoftatizing frem their natural paganifm
and barbarity, into that which is worfe, the

-y
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religion of Rome ; a religion, calculated ra-
ther to make men wicked, than to keep them
from being fo, or to reform them after they

re become fo., We know the great pains, and
various artifices, that are ufed by the Romifh
miflionaries, tc convert them to this wicked
religion, Nor can one well help caliing to
mind here, the words of our blefied Savicur :
““ Woe unto vou ;= for ye compais fea and
‘““ land to make one profelyte 3 and when he
“ 1s made, ve make him two-{old more the
$¢ chiid of hell, &c.”

RBut, as 1t was mtimated before, were com-
paflion to the fouls of thefe mifcrable pagans
wholly out of the cafe, even policy requires us
to bring them, if poflible, to embrace the pro-
teftant f..t...th Thxs would be one great means,
among{t others not {o proper to be mentioned
1 LS nlace, of attaching them to the Britifh
interelt: Whereas they wﬂl, otherwife, pro-
b.biy be cur enemies. And what fort of e-
nemies we are to expect in them, 1s no hard
roatter to cenjecture, fince the great duoties
which the Miflionaries of Rome inculcate
upon their {favage converts, are thofe of butcher-
ing and icalping Proteftanis : Generous ene-
mies, deubtlefs, when their native ferocity 1s

hsttf“d and 1mproved by a relfgzon that
naours 'y uumhtb in bleod and murder !

Thai which feemns, at prefent, chietly to
engage the attenticn of the public, is the Bri-
ti{h fettlements on the Continent being new,

in a manner, encompafied by the Flcnch
And
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And this i3 a matter of much more {ertous
importance that it would be, were it noi for
the numerous tribes of warlike natives on our
back ; who, it is to be feared, are more gene-
rally difpofed to fall in with that intereft, than
with ours, The principal reafon of which is,
doubtlefs, this: That our politic neighbours
take much more pains to gain them over, than
our colonies have hithertodone., Nor can it
be thought a thing of lefs importance for us,
by all means that are lawful and pratticable,
to fecure the friendfhip of the one, than it is to
put a {top to the encrcachments of the other,
fndecd, whoever has the friendfhip of moft, or
all, of thefe natives, may probably, in time,
become mafters of this part of the Continent,
Whether we, or they wio are now making
{fuch a refelute puth for it, Heaven knows *?

The

¥ Duery, Whether, if the Society for propagating the Gofpel
in forcign Parts, was well acquainted with the flate ¢f 1
gion in cthefe parts of America, Gentlemen of fo great piety,
charity, and lovalty, would not rather lend Miifionaries a-
mong the Savages 3 (by which they might, at once, both en-
Iarpe the Kingdom of Chrtit, and increafe the number of his
Miajeity’s ir1ends and {ubjells) than continue to {fupport mii-
fions Aere s where the peopie are already chrifuanized; and
alfo well able to maintiin their own Clergy ? Some have {ug-
oefted, that the Gentlemen of the worthy and hencurable So-
ciety mmenticned, dre not unacquainted with thele circum-
ftances. But 1s not this fuppoftion very injuricus ? For if
that 1s really the cale, we muil neceflarily conclude they
wretchedly pervert the defign of che Charities intruited with
them; and that their great sim in {fupporting thefe mifions, is
no¢ the converting of fHeathens to Chriiiiiaity 5 but the con-
verting of Chriltiuns of orher protcfiant densminations, to the
taitn of the charch of England: An imputation, {o irreconcilea-
ble with their kuown probity, honour and catholiciim, thatit
can never e bzlieved ; and which muft certainly bring fhame
wpon the anthors of ir, in the end!
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'The warlike preparations that are made and
maxing, in our iouthern colonies, prove that
th:y are not unapprehenfive of what may be
the confequence of thofe quick advances and
gizantic (trides, which the French are making
towards us; the confequence of the {trict al-
liances they are formung with thofe Indians
wio are already our enemies ; of their endea-
vours to fecure {uch as are yet neuters; and of

heir pr:.c’:.ices and many artifices, to corr apt
thole who ’1'*"6‘ 11 amity with us., VVC, ﬁuely,
who have always difunguifthed ourfelves by a
jealouly of our rights; by our loyalty ; and
our zeal for the common intereft ¢f his Ma-
jefty’s dominions on the Continent; We,
{urely, thall not be 1nattentive to thefe com-
moticns, nor inactive wien the general good,
yea, the very being, of all thefe colonies 1s
threatned. Shall not be inattentive and in-
active, did 1iay? We are not, we cannot be,
We {ce from the late conduct of our neigh-
bours, from their recent encroachments, and
unprovoked hoflilities, (unlels to breath on
our own terfriories be a provocation to {uch
m;:fﬂ we {ve from thefe things, in what man-
¢ all controverfies about bounds and limits,
re to be {citled ; how very amnicably | Pumc
ich! anlefs pf:rl s, Gallic 1s become {ufhi-
cicntly proverbial.  INo one that is not an ab-
f:;:iutc, (tranger to their ambition, to their po.
licy, to their 1njuitice, to their perfidiouinefs,
can be 11 any doubt what they aipire at.
And,

"‘i

I»-hf:j
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And, indeed, the progrefs they have made
in a fhort time, might feem ftrange, were it
not for their union amongit themfelves, and
for the nature of their governiment. The
{laves are content to {tarve at home, in order
to Injure freemen abroad, and to cxrend their
territories by violence and ufurpation.  Their
Jate conduct may well alarm us; efpeciaiiy
confidering our difunion, or at lcaft want of
a {ufficient bond of union, among(t ouriclves :
An inconvenience, which, 1t 1s to be hoped,
we fhall not always labourunder. And when-
ever all our {cattered rays {hall be drawn to 2
point and proper focus, they can fcarce fail to
confume and burn up thefe enemies of our
peace, how faintly foever they may firike at
prefent. What unioN can do, we need
only look towards thofe Provinces, which are
diftinguithed by the name of the uniTED,
to know. But in the mean time, each govern-
ment that confiders its own true intereft, will
undoubtly concur in fuch meafures as are ne-
ceflary and praclicable, for the common fafety.

Our prefent fituation, my Fathers, calls to
mind that of the tribes of I/rae/, {urrounded
and harraffed by their common enemies, at a
time when they were under no common di-
rection. 'Then it was that “ Fudab faid un-
¢ to Sumeon his brother, come up with me
““ mto my lot, that we may fight againft the
¢¢ Canaanites; and I alfo will go up with
‘¢ thee into thy lot; fo Simeon went with
“ him,” Though peace is very defirable,

upon
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upon juit and honourable terms, yet we know
very well, that God’s antient people were not
wont to be frighted out of their pofleflions ;
nor patiently to endure the incurfions and ra-
vages of their neighbours. And I am {ure
there is not a true New-England-Man, whofe
heart is not already engaged in this contelt ;
and whofe purfe, and his arm alfo, ifneed be,
is not ready to be employed m it ; in a caufe,
{o juft in the fight of God and man ; a caufe
fo neceffary for our own {elf-defence 5 a caufe
whereby our liberties, our religion, our lives,
our bodies, our fouls, are all fo nearly concern-
ed. We have, mdeed, of late done fome-
thing to fecure ourfelves, and are doing more,
We have put our band to the plough; and he
that Jooks back, 1s {o far from being worthy
the privileges of a cztizen of Heaven, that he
is not worthy to enjoy the rights of an En-
g!zyﬁvmz;!.

We are morally {ure from the fteps which
our neighbours are taking, that there mufl,
{ooner or later, be fome great turn of affairs
upon this Continent, which will put it out of
our power, or out of their’s, to difpute about
bounduries : We have heard their threats, and
infolent menaces ; we have feen their more in-
folent behaviour, And what a turn may be
given to the affairs of Europe, thould Heaven
permit Gallic policy and perfidy to prevail here
over Englhifh valour, I need not fay, and even
tremble to think! We are peaceably extend-
ing our fcttlements upon our own territories

_ﬂ;heg
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they are extending their’s beyond their own,
by tforce of arms. We muil meet at e oth;
which cannot be without a vidlent concuilion :
And the time feems not to be far off. In
(hort, their condu& muft be very ditferent
from what it has all along been, efpecially of
late, before we fhall have any reafon to think,
| that we can live in peace and good neighbour-
hood with them, how much foever we ‘may
defire it. The continent 1s not wide enodugh
ior us both ; and they are refolved to have the
whole,——The Court of Verfa:lles, for extend-
ing the French dominions in America, “hath
ever adopted this maxim, Divide & I pera 3
and, in purfuing it, hath (tuck at no meftfures
of perﬁdy * or Vlolepce for rooting out their

n':*whbours.
And what horrid fcene is this, which reft-

lefs, roving fancy, or fomethmo' of an higher
nature prefents to me ;and {o chills my blood '
Do 1 behold thefe territories of freedom, be-
come the prey of arbitrary power ? Do I fee
the motly armies of French and painted Sa-
vages, takmg our fortrefles, and ereCting their
own, even inour capital townsand cities ! Do

® One ﬂagrant inftance of this, appears in the murderous

manner of Capt. Hswe’s being killed, in the year 17350, at
Chicgnecto, by a party of Indians 1n the intereft, and under
the direCtion, of the French, in prefence of Monﬁeur Le Corne,

their Comm'mdant when he was received, by them under the

protefticn of @ fag of truce: For which outrage, no. ather
caufe can be affigned, than that he diftinguithed himf{eif by

his altivity in the fervice of his King and Coaatry, againft
~ the. attempts of the French in thofe parts
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I behold them fpreading defolation through
the land! Do I fee the flaves of Lewis with
their Indian allies, difpoffefling the free-born
fubjects of King GeorgGE, of the inheritance
received from their foxe-fathcrs and purchafed
by them at the expence of their eafe, their
treafure, their blood ! To aggravate the mdlg-
nity beyond human toleration, do I fee this
goodly ~ patiimony ravithed from them, by
thofe who never knew what property was,
except by feizing that of others for an infatiable
Lord! Dol fee chriftianity banithed for po-
pery ! the bible, for the mafs-becok! the ora-
cles of truth, for fabulous legends! Do I fee the
facred Edifices erected here to the honour of
the true God, and his Son, on the ruins of
pagan fuper ftition and 1dolatry ereCted here,
wwhere Satan’s jmf was 3 do 1 {ee thele facred
Edifices laid in ruins themfelves! and others
rifing 1n their places, confecrated to the ho-
nour of faints and angels! Inftead of a train
of Chrift’s faithful laborious mintfters, do I
behold an herd of lazy Monks, and Jefuits,
and exorcifts, and Inthtors and cowled, and
uncowled impoftors! Do T fee a proteftant,
there, {tealing & look at his bible, and being
taken in the fa&, punifhed like a felon! What
1ndignity 1s yonder offered to the matrons! and
here, to the vireins! Is 1t now a crime to re-
verence the hoary head! And.is he alone hap-
py, that teketh the little ones, and dafheth
them again{t the {tones! Dol fee all liberty,
property, religion, happinefs, changed, or ra-
thc&:
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ther tranfubftantiated, into {lavery, povertys
{fuperftition, wretchednefs! And, in fine,do I
hear the miferable {ufferers (thofe of them
that furvive) bitterly accufing the negligence
of the public Guardians! and charging all
their calamities, lefs upon the enemies, than
upon the fathers of their country! O difhoneft!
profane! execrable fight! O piercing found!
that entereth into the ears of the Lord of
Sabbaoth! Where! in what region! in what
world am I! Is this imagination ? (its own
buly tormentor) Or is it {omething more di-
vine ? 1 will not, I cannot believe ’tis pro-=
phetic vifion ; or that God has {o far aban-
doned us! '

And how different a {cene is now opening
upon me, with clearer indications of truth and
reality ! There, infolence and injuftice punifh-
ed! Here, ¢ the meek inheriting the earth!”
Liberty victorious! Slavery biting her own
chain! Pride brought down! Virtue exajted !
Chriftianity triumphing over impofture! And
another Great Britain rifing in America! Bat
I muft not declare the whole———Tbe Lora
God omnipotent reigneth! juft and true are alf
zhy ways, O thou king of faints. And them
that wali in pride, thou art able to abaje!
““ What has pride profited! Or what good
“ hath vaunting brought you,” ye reftlefs
difturbers of our peace! What good, your
mafles? your relicks? your croflings? your
Ave Maria’s? And to which of your faints wilf
Jou now turn !

¥ o2 But
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 But we are not, my honoured Fathers, to |
preﬁn e on God’s prote&tion, much lefs, on
hss giving us any fignal advantages over them |
that are evereither plam ing or executing mif-
chief againft us, without ufing” the proper
means for obxasnmv that prote@non and theie
advantages, As the apoftle faid to the mari-
ners, after afluring them of deliverance from
the impending danger,  except thefe abide in”
““ the fhip, ye cannot be faved;” fo it may’
be faid to, our Britith colonies, Ye cannot be
faved from the florm you are now threatned
with, yea, which is already begun, except ye:
are at union amongfl yourfeives; and exert
your {trength together, for your common in-
tereft. Upon this condmor‘,jou are fafe, even
without a miracic: otherwife, nothing (hort
of one can fave you. And can you, without
the utmoft. indignation, think of becoming a.
prey to. thofe who are fo much inferior to you
1n all refpeéts, meerly for want of unanimity,
public fpirit, the manly refolution of your
fore-fathers, and a litdle expence!

It 15 not, may it pleafe your Excellency,
(for to you, Sir, I muft now beg leave more
particularly to dire& my dx"couzie It 1s not)
one of the leaft felicities of this provmce to
have at the Head of it, a gentleman {o well
acquainted with its true intereft, fo capable of
{erving it, and f{o hear tlly dlfpofed to do it,
as we have reafon to think your Excellency IS,
We huve had echnen ce of your warm zeal
for ks Majelty’s lervice, and for the Welfalczof

1118
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this his moft loyal province. In the long war

during your adininiftration; had all concerned

been, I will not prefume to fay, equally faith-

ful; but, equally fuccefsful; neither the Euro-
pean, nor the American Dunkirk,; would pro-
bably have been a portand fortification at this

day; or, which is ftill better, they might
have been in ether hands than they are at pre-

fent. However we, 1n fome meafure, reap

the bappy fruits of your {ubjeCting the latter

of them to the Britith crown, in the change of

our mealum 3 and are likely, by God’s blef~

fing, toreap them In much greater pertection

hereafter, when time has matured them.,

The zeal which your Excellency has lately
fhown with relation to the encroachments and
koftilities of cur bad neighbours, gives us af-
furance, Sir, that nothing will be wanting, on
your part, towards thelr meeting with timely
and efteCtual oppofition.  And the ready con-
currence of the other branches of the legifla-
ture, with what you was pleafed to propoie
to the laft General Aflembly, at once fhows
the confidence that is placed in you, and ren-
ders it probable, at leaft, that no neceflary fup-
plies will be wanting hereafter, in order ta
profecute defigns of -this nature ; whether of
ereCting fortrefles for our own {ecurity, or of
demolithing in feafon, thofe of our injurious
~and trefpathing neighbours,  Crown- Point,
Crown- FPomnf, will {urely be a lafting Monu-
ment of the danger of delays in fuch Cafes!

It
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Tt 1s upon your Excellency, under God and
the King, that we chiefly depend for protec~
tion and happinefs. We are fenfible how
much you have the union of thefe colonies at
heart, Nor can we, without an implicit tax-
g ot your former adminiftration, which we
would be far from doing, doubt but that, for
the feture, you will ufe all your power and 1n -
fiuence for the good of this province in parti-
cular; and of all His Majefty’s dominions on
this Contment in general,  You will never
forget, Sir, whofe minifter yon are ; what God,
the King, and this people, reafonably expect
from You, confidering the paternal relation 1y
which you ftand towards uvs.

In fome refpects we have peculiar need of
a foitful and fkilful pilot at thistime. By the
fcoks of the clouds, we are to expect bad
weather; {uch as will require an e}:perjenced
and refolute mariner to carry us {afely and
happily through 1t.  But if that which has
the appearance of along and violent {torm
gathering, or rather actually breaking upon us;
ihould {foon bilow over, and leave us a clea.r
iky ; yet even when the Heavens are ferene,
and the gale profperous, 1t demands at lealt an
upright heart, (fuch a one as we truit your
Excellency 1s pofleiied of) to keep the ftate in
the right channel, and ficer her to her true
fciiary.

And as we are confident, Sir, you willin all
things do the duty of a good Governor to-
wards us; f{o 1t 1s to be heped, that Your pub-

lic
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jic fervices will never meet with an ungrate-
ful return from us. But I may venture, at
leaft, to affure your Excellency, that none of
your geod deeds thall be forgotten by our com-
mon Mafter in Heaven. He, whofe provi-
dence has put you into this place of honour
and truft, will furely recompence all the dili-
cence and fidelity which you have fhown in
it already, or fhall thow hereafter, a# the 7efisr-
reftion of the juff. INor can we wifh you,
Sir, any greater felicity, than that You may,
in every refpect, difcharge this important truft
in fuch a manner, as to have His approbation
at the laft ; and to be accounted a good and
Jaithful fervant. |
I could not, with propriety, and 1n due con-
{iftency with the eftablifhed form of our go-
vernment, apply mylelf particularly to his
Majefty’s Council for the prefent political year,
now expiring, unlefs 1t were with relation to
the new Eleltion this afternoon, wherein they
are to beara part. But having nothing to add
upon that fubjedt, to what has been faid al-
ready, to them in common with others con-
cerned ; 1t 1s humbly hoped, that the omif-
fion of a particular addrefs to that honourable
Board, will not be imputed even to forgetful-
efs, much lefs, to any difrefpect.
- ‘The honourable Houfe of Reprefentatives,
at the command of whefe predeceffors it is,
that I appear in this place, will indulge me
in 2 (hort application to them,
As
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As You, honoured Gentlemen, are dele~
gated immediately by the good people of the
Province, to reprefent, and aét for, them;
You are, if poflible, under a nearer and {trict-
er obligation, toregard their welfare, than the
other branches of the legiflature. You are
more particularly the guardians of their rights
and privileges. It is, therefore, to be prefumed,
that you will always be zealous to maintain
them; and not only fo, but, in all things,
ftudious of their real and beft intereft. Pri-
vate, perfonal intereft, You are very {enlibie,
has nothing to do in the fupreme Court of the
province. You are not deputed hereto by
your conftituents, Gentlemen, that you may
profecute your particular interefts, or the in-
terefls of others, any farther than they coincide
with the common good, and are involved in it.
Nor can you be at any lofs, what ought to be
done to the vile, mercenary tongue, that fhould
- toil ; what to the guilty hand, that 7:gh¢ band
of falfbood, which fhould either be lifted up,
- or kept down, to ferve the particular ends of
any man or party whatever, to the detriment
-of the public! Such things are indeed, almoft
too infamous and horrid, to be fuppofed pofii-
ble, in a-Chriftian country. . But alas! 1t is a
degenerate world, if not a corrupt age of 1it,
that we live in! -

However, it were very injurious to {ufpect,
honoured Gentlemen, but that You are all

aflembled here, from different parts of the
land,
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fand, withupright views, and an ardent love
for your country, And if You mean to ferve
the public, as doubtlefs you do, you will al-
ways ftudy the things that make for peace,
both amongft yourfelves, and with the other
branches of the legiflature : For it is by thefe
things only, that the commonwealth is edifieds
Not, furely, by party difputes and fations;
not by indulged animofities, and ftudied oppo-
fitions ; which oreatly difhonour and weaken
any government; and bhave both their origin
and end 1n evil, They who promote and
foment them, have always fomething elfe in
view, than what they would be thought to
have, the public gcod. This is, indeed, al-
ways the pretence; but private pique, or
private intereft, or a general temper and turn
to wrangling, isatthe bottom, It 1s, ufually
at leaft, the purfuit of feparate, diftinét in-
terelts, and a want of public {pirit, that is the
fource of party and contentions in any {late,
When all are united heartily in the main end,
having nothing fo much in view, as the good
of the public; party names, diftinétions, and -
difpates, vanifh of courfe ; and that unanimity
and harmony take place, which give both
beauty and ftrength to government ; and with-
out which, the public affairs cannot be carried
on, to advantage. A public {pirit, 1s a {piri€
of union; and union is the fource of public
happinefs: And public happinefs is the great

¢nd which you thould have in view.
G ) As
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As you, honoured Gentlemen, have a dif-
tin& part in the legiflature, nothing confidera-
ble can be done without You, for the public
ocood ; and I may add, or contrary to it :
Though I am far from thinking, that this is
defigned by any. God forbid! But the grant-
ing of monies, a thing of the utmoft impor-
tance, lies more immediately with 2oz,
And though you will always have a tender
concern for the intereft of your refpective con-
ftituents, yet You will have a greater, for the
cood of the whole Province; to be fure, for
the common intereft of his Majefty’s do-
minions on this Continent, Nor will You
be over thrifty, when #hat calls for hiberality.
And this will probably be the cafe before it is
long, ifit is not actually fo already.

I {freak now with particular reference to
the neceffary defence of this, and all thefe
colonies, againft thofe who are making inroads
upon us; and who have, even within the
fvace of a few weeks, had the hardinefs to
commit {uch hoftilities as are not to be en-
dured, unlefs we are determined to {it down
in inglorious eafe, and patiently to look on,
while our trade with the natives 1s ravifhed
from us; our fortrefles taken; our friends
and brethren, captivated, butchered, {calped;
our fields, laid wafte ; our territories, pofiefled
by thofe that hate us; and the Britith in-
tereft on the Continent brought to nothing,

Peace is a great blefling; peace is what we
would
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would chufe ; peace is the defire of all who
deferve the name of Chriftians. But fhall the
trumpet {leep? Shall the {word ruft? Shall our
oold and filver lie cankering 1n our coficrs ?
Shall our military garments be moth-eaten for
want of ule, when {uch things are doing! 1t 1s
impoflible, Gentlemen, you fhould be any
ways backward, or parfimonious, in {fuch a
caufe as this; a caufe wherein the glory of
God, the honour of your King, and the good
of your country, are fo deeply concerned; 1
might perhaps add, a caufe, whereon the li-
berties of Europs depend. For of f{o great
confequence 1s the empire of North America,
{(and that, you are fenfible, 1s the thing now
aimed at by our neighbours) that it muit turn
the {cale of power greatly in favour of the only
Monarch, from whom thofe liberties are 1n
danger ; and agamnft that Prince, who is the
grand fupport and bulwark of them. Con-
fider then, Gentlemen, in the name of God,
confider, what you owe Him, and to your
holy religion; what, to the proteftant intereft
1n general ; what, to your King and to Gieat
Britain, in particular ; what, to your native
country ; what, to the honour of your Ancef-
tors; what, to the prefent generation; what, tc
future ones; what, to yourlelves; and what, to
thofe whom the God of nature has made dearer
to you than yourfelves, your children. It 1s
even uncertain, Gentlemen, how long you
will have an Hou/e to fit in, unlefs a {peedy

G 2 and
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and vigorous oppofition is made to the prefent
encroachments, and to the farther defigns, of
our enemies! This, {urely, is iiota time to be
faving, unlefs in our private expences.

Ana while I am ipeaking of grants for the
common good, 1 cannot but juft add, That
neither the honour -of the Province can be
promoted, at prefent, nor its true intereft, in the
end, by great parfimony towards thofe who
ferve the public in a public capacity ; and re-
ceive falaries from it.  There iIs another thing
which I would beg leave to hint at here. So
far, honoured Genriemen, as fixing the propor-
tion which the different parts of the Commu-
nity are refpe€iively to bear in the public Ex-
pences, lies with You; You will doubtlefs be
tar from defiring, that any particular part,
fhould bear a greater proportion than is juft
and equal ; being regulated by 1its ability and
circumitances relatively confidered. You are
too religious, juft and impartial to defire this*,

In fine, honoured Gentlemen, I perfuade
myfelf, that you will, inall your debates ands
confuiztions, in all you do 1n your political, as
vkl gs privaie capacity, remember you are to

oive

¥ A certain part of this Community {which {urely there

is no need of mention: ¢ !) has fallen under {fuch greatdecays
and difficuities of late, chrough that fame Providence, which
has been {niiing upor the other parts of the Province ; that
Y verily believe rightvous Heaven will be juftly and greatly
provoked, unlefs fomc pity and relief is afforded to it. Poor

BOSTON! once the Glory of Britith America, What as;
thou coming to! What, rather, art thou come to aiready le=
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ive an account of yourfelves to the all-know-
ing, all-juft, and impartial Judge of the world.
And if you keep this moft {folemn and awful
truth uppermoft 1n your minds, it will be al-
moft impofiible for you to do amifs. You
will then aé&, 1n all refpects, with fuch a dif-
interefted view to the common good of your
country ; with {fuch unblemifhed, irreproach-
able integrity, as will be both accepiable to
God your Saviour, and to thofe for whom you
act 5. with fuch prudence and fidelity, at leaft,
2s will afford no handle to perfons of captious
tempers, and licentious tongues, under the pre-
text of bluming former Houfes, to couch a real
and juft farcaim on the prefent,

If any thing has been faid in this difcourfe,
not {uihiciently conformable to the ufual ftile
of tiwe pulpit; 1if; any thing that approaches
too near to politicks ; if the difcourfe has not
been enough confined to matters altogether
{piritual ; if our temporal and worldly concern-
ments have been too long dwelt upon; in fine,
if there has been any greater liberty of fpeech
ufed ; if, any greater pathos of exprefiion, than
becomes an Englith {ubjeét, a lover of his
country, and a proteftant Minifter, upon fuch
an occafion, and at fuch a junture, as the
prefent ; if this 1s the cafe, as perhaps it is,
the great candor of the audience is humbly
relied on, to make the moft favourable apolo-
gy, that the nature of the thing will admit of,

for him that has thus tranfgrefled. And #bar
' will
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will be, at leaft, as good a one, as any he
could make for himfelf, fhould he attempt
one. Butan apology would certainly be ne-
ceflary in another refpet, were this dicourfe
protrated to a much greater length., My
Reverend fathers and brethren in the miniftry,
will therefore readily excufe me, f I do not
honour myfelf by a particular addrefs to them,
as 1s cuftomary upon thefe occafions : Though
the {ubject 1 have been upon, 1s very applica-
ble, not only to civil Rulers; but alfo to thofe
whom our blefled Lord has counted faithful,

putting them into the minifiry.
However, 1 cannot conclude without juft

reminding this great aflembly, That all men
have certain talents commmitted to them, for
which they are accountable to him that gave-
them., The leaft and lowelt of us need not
ive without honouring God, in fome way or
other, and being, in a degree, ferviceable to
the world, Nor fhall any one that 1s faithful
to his truft, lole his reward; though he is {o
far from being in a capacity to do great and
extenfive good in his generation, that he can
only ¢ givea cupof cold water to a difciple
* in the name of adifciple.” For *¢ if there
¢ be firlt a wiiling mind, it 1saccepted accord-
¢ 1ng to that a man hath, and not according
““ to thathe hathnot,” ¢ Aswe have many
¢ members in one body, and all members have
*“ not the fame office; {o we, being many,

“* are one body in Chrift, and members one of
another,
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¢ another. Having then gifts differing ac-
«« cording to the grace that 1s given to us,
¢ whether miniftry, let us wait on our mi-
<« piftring ; or he that exhorteth, onr exiorta-
¢¢ tion; he that giveth, let him doit in fimpli-
« city ; he that ruleth, with diligence:”
« And, in all of us, let love be without diff1-
¢¢ mulation,” while we “ abhor that which
“ is evil, and cleave to tnat which is good.”
Thus, through faith, and patience in well-doing,
thall we at length ¢ inhent the promiies :”
for ¢ he is faithful that has promifed.” B

We muft unaveidably concern ourfelves, in
fome meafure, about the things of this mortal
life, fo long as it fhall pleafe the Father of
{pirits to continue us in 1t. But our great in-
tereft lies in another region, far beyond the
{fphere and verge of mortality.  And whofo-
ever is faithful to the death, fhall receive a
crown of life, that fadeth not. There 15 no-
thing here, Men, Brethren and Fathers! there
is nothing here, that can claim our higheit
love and affeGtions. ¢ All that cometh 1s
¢ vanity,” Riches take to themicives wings ;
pleafures pall ; “ favour isdeceitful, and beau-
< tyis vain.” ¢ Allthingsare full of change,”
and in perpetual rotation. ¢ The fafhion of the
¢ world paffeth away;” and God alone is
without wvariablenefs, and fhadow of turning.
Even all the kingdoms of the earth, though
they had their foundations laid in 1ron and
brafs and adamant, muft f{ooner or later, be

diffolved ;
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iflolved ; and their place be no where found
“All empire fhould be blotted out, except His,
“ of whom, and through whom, and to
* whom, are all things.”  All thall tefminafe
~1n a Monarchy, truly one and univerfzl. 'The
kingdom of the glorious Mediator, fhall firfk
break in pieces, confume, and abforb all infe-
ferior ones. And when he fhall have  put
““ down all rule, and all authority, and
¢ power, and fubdued all things unto him{elf,
““ then cometh the end,” when, as the fcrip-
tures inform us, even He fhall no longer reign;
but “ deliver up the kindom to GOD, even
“ the FATHER, that put all things under
“ him ; that GOD may be ALL v ALL.”
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