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2 CORINTH. VI. 16. 

",--WHAT agreement hath the temple of 
GOD with idols ?---

o branches of the popilli con­
troverfy, .viz. the ;infallibility 
and fupremacy clai~ed by the 
billiop and church: of Rome, 
were handled by the two aged 
and learned. divines t, whom I 

have the honor to fuccccd in this department 
of the Dudleialz LeElure. It is now propofed, 
by divine affiftance, to offer fomething con­
cerning the idolatry of that church; it being 
one of the capital errors objeC1ed againfi: her. 
This branch of the controverfy alone is fo 
fruitful, that it would require many difcourfes 
to handle it in all its extent and variety. 
This learned audience will, therefore, expeCl: 
nothing more in a fingle difcourfe, tho' long, 
than a general idea of popifh idolatry; an 
~mperfeCl: iketch, the outlines of it. 

I Idolatry 

t The Rev. EDWARD ~CLI!SWOItTHJ D. D. late 
HOLJ.IS Profelfor of Divinity; and the Rev. Mr. 
THOMAS FO&C10FT, of BO~TON. , . 

• 

• 
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Idolatry confifis in general in the fervicc of 
idols, or falfe, imagi nary dci(ics. But [his, like 
all other crimes, admits of y,uious degrees. 
The worIhip of a cre,lturc under the formal 
110tion of its being tbe true God, exclufivcJy 
of him, is the grofieLl: kind of idolatry. The 
worfhip of any creature in common with him, 
as though it were eq Llally God, is a lower, but 
itill -very high degree of it. A third fpccics 
thereof is paying [uch fcrvicc to crC:ltllrCS, lln~ 
del' the notion of religion, as God h:1th forbid­
den, and as th.ey are unworthy of ; although 
it mny be profeifedly paid to them, not as gods, 
but in fubordination to him, as the ultil1Jate 
objeCt of \vorlhip. It is alfo idolatry to wor-
1hip the true God by images, or under any 
fllppofed material repre[entatiol1s of him. And 
it may be laid down as a general rule, that all 
fuch praCl:ices as the fcripture hatb condemned 
as idolatrous in Jews or P,lgans, arc equ11ly 
idolatrous in profeifcd Cbriitians. 

Protcflants have not accufecl Papifls of the 
!irfl and groffcfl kind of idolatry, or worfllip­
ping idols excIllfively of tbe true God; but 
they have charged them 'with nIl the others: 
.And to make goocl this olel nccufation, is the 
bufinefs now before me. In the pro[ccmion, 
of which, a [u111mary accollnt will be givcn ot 
the doCl:rine and praClice of the church of 
Rome refpccring the worfllip of the cLlcharifr, 
faints and aogels, picrures and images. 

• Chrifrians 
, 
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Chrit1ians carly 'began to fpeak tot) myfiI-. 
cally, not to fay unintelligibly, concerning the 
cucharift, or Lord's [upper. They did fo more 
and more,till the doCtrine of tranfubfiantiation, 
and the worfhip of the f~lCrament, were fully 
dl:ablifhed. Tbe council of Trent, confirmed 
by pope PillS IV, and coniidered as an authen­
tic Handard of popery, defines the dochille of 
the church of Rome as to this,and many otbel' 
points, mote particularly than had been done 
by any former coullcil. In fdIion 13th that 
council dcclarcth 8S follows: ' Principio do­
, eet i~mc1,1 fynoclus,' &c. III thefiljl place the 
h'y ./yJ1od teachet/), alld openly and Jimply pro­
f~!l( t/;, thut h; f.0e pure jacrameJ1t oj the haly 
clIcbarif!, after tbe cOllficratioH of the bread 
aud 'wine, our Lord Je/!!s Cbrijl, trtle God and 
llIan, is truly, feo!!y (1I1d jilbjlantially cOIi1ai1t~d t/11-

tier !be/peci!!s [or appearances] olthojefenJible 
thillgst. This great myfiery is increaied in 
.chapter 3d of the fame feffion,whcre the coun"" 
cil attempts to explain it. It is there [aid, 
, Statim poil: confecmtioncl11,' &c. That im­
mediately after co4ecration, tbe true boqy of our 
Lord, alld bis trlle blood, exi}l tlJfder the /pecies of 
br~ad d11d 7.uille,tagether 'Zuitb his Joul tlndDivil1ity i 
his body indeed tinder the /pecieJ ~f bread, ad bi s 
blood twder tbe lpecies oj wine, by virtue oj tb~ 
'Zllords [of confecration ;1 but the body itjelf 1111-

der the /pecies if wine, and the blood uuder the 
jpecies ~lbre(/d, al1d tbe foul m;dcf botb, by virttlc 
of that natural COiJJ:exiOll alld c01!cvmita;ICY, by 'which 

the 
t Cone. Trident. Self. 13. cap. I. 

, 

• 
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the parts of Chrifl th~ Lord, who preftntly rofl 
trolll the dead to die 110 more, are united together; 
aid afro theDivinity, beeatt/e of the ad1lZirab/~ hy­
palla tical 1I1IiOll thereof with the body and fOld. 
Wherefore it is mofl trfle, that one alld tbejil1nt 
thin~ [or as much *1 is contained tinder tither 
'/pecies, alld tl11del' both: for whole al1d perjeR 
Chrift exi/letb under tbe fpecies of bread, and tin­
der ev!ry part of its /pecies ; a/fo tuder the fpc­
cies of 'wine, and tinder i Is parIS. 
- Thus thefe venerable fathers. And this 
wonderful change of the bread and wine is 
faid, in the next chapter, to have been eonvt­
nienlty aJld properly caJ/ed tral~/i{bflal1tiatiol1. It 
follows, chapter 5th, ' NullllS ita que dubitandi 
, locus rclinquitur,' &c. 7bere is therefore na 
room left for doubt, but that at! tbe faithful of 
Chrifl, according to the praffice e'ver received ilz 
the catholic churcb, flollld ill reverel1ce give the 
worfhip of latria, 'which is due to the true God, 
to this moll bo/y facramel1t. For ueither is it 
therefore the lefi to be adored, bmltl[e it was ill­
flituted by Chrifl the Lord, to be take!1 [or eaten 

• 

and drunk] t. Th us the council: And in the 
Roman ritual this facrament is honored with 
the title of our Creator. 

It muft be obfcrved here, that the church 
of Rome difiinguifhes worlhip into latria, -du­
lia, hyperdulia and coadoratiol1. By the firft 
of which, latria, they underfiand the higheft 
kind of 'worihip, or that which is due to· God 
alone.· And the council of Trent exprefiy 

declares, 
... tantumdem • :j: ut fumatllr, 
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dec.lares, that the eucharift is t.o be wer1hipped 
therewith. The dpflrine and praCtice .of the 
church.of Rqme in this refpea are .exactly con ... 
formable to each ether. The eucharill: is wor~ 
!hipped by them in the moll: {elemn manner, with 
profirations, prayers and inceofe. The hoft • 
often carried in praceffiens, with the greatdl 
folemnity: And thafe who arc but cafually pre? 
fent where it paffes aleng, are .obliged to kneel 
dewn, as in an act .of werfhip to Ged; unlefs, 
perhaps, they will run the rirque of the inqui ... 
fiuan, .or .of being knecked on the head -by' the: 
devaut rabble that attend it. * '. 

B Their 
, It is well known, that the chief accufatioil again!\ the ol~ 

reformers, was, tha~ tbey delliedtrapf\l~llaptiation; tho' 
fame even of thofe W)lO (u.ffere.~ dea!,h, parti~ularly John Hl¥l 
and Jerom of Prague, did not differ materially fx:om ~hc 
church of Rome in this point; as plainly appears from Mont. 
l.enfant's H ijl9ry of the ,'OTf.1ldi ofConJIll.nce. An(,i w~at gr.~a,t 
firers the church of Rome lays upon t\J.is doarine, as a mpft 
dillinguifhing and ellential article of faith, will further 
from the canons, i. e. curfes, 9f tpe .coun~\l of Tr~~t, IS • 
. Some of which are here faithfully tranflated, partly that 
view. and partly with a view to give the unlearned reader a 
clearer idea of what thechur.ch of R.ome holds. IlS totthis 
matter. They are as follows. . 

Canon I. 'Si quis nega~~rit,' &c. .' If anyone thall den.y, that 
in ·the moL\ holy racrament of ,the eucharill the bodyan~ bloo..d, 
together with the foul and divinity .of o:ar 'Lord Jefus CWift. 
are truly, really and fuhl\j\n,tially cQIltained, .;l;Qd tlwefore 
whole Chrilt; but !hall fay, they' are in it only:as ·iItl.a.~gn. 
or figure, or in virtue: lQt him 'be all(ltiJema.' 

Can. II .• If anyone ihaU .faY, :t-hat :the fubfiante ,of.b~,ci.,and 
wine remain in the holy fi\cr~mellt of:lihe .eucilari~, . 
with the body and bloOd of our Lord Jefus .Chrill ; 
.deny. ·that admir~le and 1ingular c;on.verfio~Qf 
fubllance of -bread.intobody ,a~,qf ,he .'iI l1.o1e 

• 

of 
• 

--#'me .. 
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. Their doctrine and worlhip being hanno; 
Bious in this .refpeCt; it follows, that if the 
doa:rine of tranfllbltantiation is falfe, their wor· 
tbip· grounded thereon is idolatry. It is be­
yond the deGgn of this difcollrfe to enter intG 
I particular difcuffion of that doCtrine, or the 
arguments by which it is defended: Ie fhall 
(uffice to abferve a few things "'hh rdation 
ihereta. 

This doctrine is as plainly abfurd, fdf-re­
pugnant, and impoffible to be truc, as anyone 
that. can be im:tgined. For what can be more 
fa, than that bread and wine fhould be changed 
into the very body and blood of Chrill; while 
yet all the known properties of bread and wine 
remain, withbut the fubject or fubfiance; and 
none of the peculiar properties of fle~ or 
blood are perceived? What more impoffible, 
than that this bread and wine lhould alfo be 
changed, at the fame ti.me, into an human foul) 
and into the very fubfiance of the Deity? This 

doctrine 
wIlle into blood, the fpecies [or appearance] only of bread 
and wine remaining; which converfion, indeed. the catholi.: 
church moa fitly calls trantubHantiation ; let him beanall!t1l1o.· 

Can. III. • If anyone /hall deny, that in the venerable facra­
ment of the eucbarHt whole Chria is contained under each 

. fpedes, and under the feteral parts of each fpedes; let him 
be anathema.' 

Can. VI. • If anyone {hall fay, that in the holy facrafnent cf 
the eucharill, Chril\ the only begotten Son of God is not b 

. be adored with the worfhip of Jatria, even external; - let 
him be (/nathema.' 

So important a doBriDe is this, in the church of Rome: And 
more perfons; it is apprehended, have [offered death from her 
fOr denying it, and refufing to worlhip the eucharifi. than fo:. 
any other {uppofed bcrefy wbatever. 
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doCtrine fuppofcs alfo, that the fame undivided. 
body of Chrift may be wholly in heaven and 
wholly on earth, and in ten million. different 
places on earth, at the fame time. It fuppofes, 
that tho' the bread is whoHy changed into body, 
and the wine wholly into blood; yet both the 
body and blood of Chrifi:, the foul and Divinity, 
exifi: wholly and perfeCtly under each of the 
[pedes feperately confidered, and under every 
part thereof, be t!1ey ever fo minute and nume­
rous: Every apparent crumb of confecrate~ 
wafer, and each drop of confecrated wine, ho\"". 
ever [mall, coatains whole, intire Chrifi: un­
der that [pedes; body, blood, foul and Divi­
nity; and yet it is owned, that there is but one 
Chrilt! BeCides; this doctrine [uppo[es, that 
when our Lord inflituted the fupper, he took 
his whole body into his own hand, which was 
but a part of it; put himfclf into his own 
mouth, [wallowed do~\'l1 his intire body in­
to his Homac.h, and at the fame rime gave his 
body and blood to be wholly eaten and dmnk 
by each of his apoftlcs! Could the moO: fertile 
imagination invent gro{fer, mare ridiculous, or 
more impious incongruities? 

The evidence of fenfe is the moO: certain, 
that we are capable of; and by this we know 
that tranfubfiantiation is falfc. The Romanifts 
do not pretend to deny, but that all the five 
fenfes bear tefl:imony againfi it, as much as they 
pcfiibly could if it were falfe, 01' if the bread 
;lud \Vil1e remained after the juggling, hocus-
. . , B z . po~us 

• 
• 
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pocus t trick, which they term confecration. 
It • therefore, at beft weak and puerile, in fuch 
a cafe as this, to urge the tefiimony of fcripturc, 
or divine revelation. For the truth of the Chrif~ 
dan revelation itfelf depends Qn the truth of 
certain facts, by which there was an appeal made 
to the fenfes of men; particularly the miracles . 

refurre8:ion of our Sa\'ioUr. The evidence 
of fenfe being fet afide as precarious, it cannot 
be proved that eVer our Lord uttered thofe 
words, 'This is my body'i that he had any 
body at all; or that thcre was ever fuch a per­
fon in the world, as ' the man Chrifi Jcfus,' in 
difiin8:iol1 from a mere phantafm, or, in the 
language of our adverfaries, from the.Jpecits of 
a man. Thus does the church of Rome, by 
this doctrine, fubvert the vcry foundations of 
chrifiianity. We cannot be marc certain, that 
anyone thing in nature is what it appears 
to be, and not another, the morl different 
tnerefrom, than that trlle bread and \vine rc­
main after confecration; and. confequently, 
that tranfubfiantiation is the groffefi impofitioll 
and infult, that ever the prieHhood itfelf put 
lipon the fuperfi~tious credulity of mankind . 

. ' This dofrrine then, being plainly [a1fe, the 
thurch of Rome is certainly guilty of idolatry, 
iti worlhipping the eucharil1: as true God. For 
what i;s idolatry, if it be not fo, to believe a 
creature to be the Creator, and to pay divine 
homage thereto accordingly? Betides; when, 

. to 
. . .. ~ ~ ..". I . • . 

t Hocus-pocus fe~ms only a ¢orruvt !,i'oi:lUnciatioD bf 11* 
~n cor/iii, 
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often objected againft as idolatry, they alledge 
tranfubftantiation ; making this fuppofed change 
the ground of their worfhip i this is an ~mplicit 
acknowledgment, that their worfhip would 
aCtual! y be idolatrous, if there w~re no 0 fuch 
change: For why is this alledged, to exculpate 
themfclves, if their worfhip of the euchai'iff 
would not be idolatry without it ? 0 0' 

Some Roman-catholics have, indeed, ex;' 
o 

prefly owned this confequence. Cofl:erus par~ 
ticularly, a learned jefuit, cxprdfeth himfelf 
very firongly, as cited by doCtor H. More. 
Saith he, ' Theo errors of thofe were more to· 
, lerable, ,vho wodhipped fome golden or filvei' 
, flattle, or fome image pf any other materials, 
, for their God, as the heathen worfhipped 
, their gods; or a red cloth hung upon the 
, top of a fpear, as is reported of the Laplan:;. 
, ders; or rome live animal, as of old the 
'Egyptians did; than thofe who wodhipa 
, bit oj bread, as hitherto the Chriftians hav~ 
, done aUo over the world, if thedoCl:rine of 
'tranfl1bfiantiation be not true.' Thus do 
forne Roman-catholics fully agree with us iii 
this confequence; but others deny it. And 
the fubftance of what the fay, is, rhaf 
tho' tranfubfiatiation fuould be falfe ; yet °the 
Deity is certainly there 'prefent in the bread and 
wine, fo that they do notmifs of the propet~ 
object of adoration, while they [cern to wor~ 
fuip thofe ID\lterial ohjc'Cl:s: And, that 'they 

cannot 

, 
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f~nnot be jufHy chllrged with idolatry, becauf« 
~hey do not intentionally worihip a creature, 
knowing it to be fo, but firmly believing it to 
p~ true God. Thus they try to exculpate 
~h.emfelves, on the very difagreeable fuppofition 
that tranfqbftantiation is an error, and their in­
fallibility mifiaken; whether effeCluall y, or not, 
~~y !lppear from the following confiderations. 

The divine nature is dfcntially every-where j 

intimately and equally prcfent in all fen!ibic 
objeds throughout the univcrfe. And if mac~ 
h the divine prefence in an objeCt, will cxcu[c 
~ts worihippers from idolatry, then all other 
creatures may be ,vorfhipped without idolatry, 
~s well as the euc11arill:; provided the WOI­

.fhipper~ intentionally dired th<?ir devotiol15 
pltimately, not to th::fe objects abHractJy con­
ftdered, but as fYffibols of the Deity prefent in 
them. This is a plain confequence, ~l1d allow­
~d by forne Roman-catholics. Thus, 110 perfon, 
\Vho is a believcr in the true God, an omQi­
Pl"e[~nt being, can ever be guilty of idolatry, 
how many material ob'eas foever he I11qy 
worihip in the fame fen e that ~he Romaflifh 
wor!~lip bread and wine in the el,lcharifi. Tho' 
each of thefe objeCts is fllppofed to be God, 
and worfhipped under that perfllafion; and 
tho' ~he votary would be miHaken in this 
.refpect; yet he \vould not mifs of the proper 
object of adoration, bccaufe, the worfi come to 
the worfi, God is prefent therein, whom he 
hlte~d~ to wo~!'bip ~ which ~~ fllffi~~eqt to clt;~a\. 

. him 
• 
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l}im (rmn 'idolatry . For example;.if one per;; 
fon ihollid worihip the fun, another an image 
of wood or brafs, a third a man, a fourth a 
bean, and the fifth a devil, evell with latrii; 
each of the devonionills being fd infatuated as 
to believe the object of his worfhip the living 
and true God; Roman-catholics could not, 
upon the principle aforefaid, charge them witli 
~dolatry; or do it without condemning them~ 
felves. They would, indeed, be miflakeh, bilt 
not idolaters; becaufe it was their intentioh td 
v.,'Odbip the ttue God. .. 

But all idolatry, when people are un cere in. 
.their worfhip, fuppofeth (orne millake, or error 
in the judgment, either as to the objeit or the 
act of wodhip. Without fome erroneous bpi;;. 
nions there carl be no idolatry: And, as it 
learned divi11e hath jtiftly obferved, where tliiS 
fin is committed the mofl in goad earnejl, there 
is the gteatef} mifhtke in the judgment of the 
worihippcr. But they who aHedge, that a 
tnifiake with rcfpeCl: to tranfubfiantiatioh, if it 
be teally one, excUfes the worihippers of the 
bread ahd wine from idolatry, becaufe they 
think they aj"c worfhipping God i do in effect 
fay, that idolatry cannot be committed by ariy 
one, who is fo erroneous as to believe the 
creature he woriliipperh. to be God rnof} high. 
This is quire abfurd: For according to this 
way of rcafvning, the more ignorantly and fiu;.. 
pidly any worfhip mere creatures, believing their 
.?roper D.:ity, aad. the more devoudy they-adore 
. them; 

• 
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them; romuea lefs ljahle they are to th~ im-' 
putati~!l of idoliltry. . But the direCt contrary 
IS ml'mfef1:Iy true: By how much more fin­

any believe a cre~ture to be the true 
and wodhip it as (uch; by fo much the 

lUore grars is their idolatry. Let us fuppofe~ 
for mufiration, that among the Ifraelites of old, 
who . golden calves, there were per-
(01l$ of opinions; that fome adored 
them merely as fymbols, or reprefentations of 
Jhetrue God; but that others were fo fouiat 
.' 'to 'believe' the calf, to which they bowed 

dow.n, was. really Jehovah himfelf under the 
appearance or !peete; of a calf; even the very 
GOd that created, and brought them out of 

. Egypt. Now, on this fuppofition, would any 
fenlible man fay, that the former were, indeed, 
guilty of)dola~ry, but not the latter; becaufc 
they believed this four-footed beafl: to be their 
Creator? Ought it not to be faid, on the con­
trary, that' they were, for that very reafon, 
more hrutifh idolaters than the others, who 
wodhipped it only as an image or [ymbol of 
the Godhead? Or let us apply this to the 
.heathens. The ignorant ,vulgar, who wodhip~ 
ped fenfible objefls as real deities, were ever 
and • uftly accounted more fotti1h idolaters than 
tho e fpeculative perfons, who had no fuch high' 
opini9n .of thefe objeas, but wor1hipped them 
merely as reprefentations of the gods; or rather, 
as fome of them feern to have done, of the vari­
!:Jus powers, virtues and perfections of one 

• 

almighty, 
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almighty,'Cpirirual aiJd'invifible being. Thus, if 
amang the ancient Perfians fome adored the 
riling fun, only as the moll: glorious [ymbol of 
'the Deity, and a principal mean or inftrument 
of his munificence, while others worlhipped it 
as being itfclf God; the idolatry of the latter 
was certainly more grofs than that of the for­
mer. By the fame rule, the more fincerely 
any believe tranfubftantiation, and worlhip the 
etlchari/l: as God; the more {ottilli is their ido­
latry. Their idolatry would be lefs fcandalous, 
tho' real, if they worlhipped it merely as a re­
prefcntation of the Deity, or a facred memorial 
of our redemption by Chrill:. And here it is 
natural to obfave, that the idolatry of the Ro­
manifis is more grofs in this refpecr, than that 
of the Ifraelites in worlhipping golden calves, 
or th:1O mlny perrons, even among the Pagans, 
were chargeable with. There is no good rca-
fon to think, that the Ifraelires believed a gol- ... ·· . 
den calf, which they had jull: made, to be the 
true God, theirCreator; as the Papilis do, bread 
and wine. And it is certain, that fOl1re of the 
more intelligent heathens difclaimed, with much 
indignation, the thought of worfhipping any 
material objects, othcrwife than as fym boIs of 
the Deity; while the vulgar adored them, as 

"having divinity belonging to them. So that 
popifu idolatry, in this refpecr, approacheth 
nearer to that of vulgar Pagans, than to that of 
the more enlightened among them. And in· 
deed, none of them were ever fo brutal and 
favage, as to eat what he took for a deity: at 

C -- lcaft 
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·leafi: we . read of no fuch fcB: as" that of Gcd· 
eaters, even in the moil barbarous nations 
• 

and ages. And it is certain tbat the Egyptians, 
who worfhipped many forts of animals, roots 
~nd vegetables, that were good for food, as 
gods; yet thought it impious at once to adore 
and devour them: But tbe Papiits, it i<':cms, 
are lefs delicate, or fqueamifh. 

Let me difmifs tbis part of the fubjcc1 with 
a remark of the bte Dr, Middleton, agrcc:lblc 
to what was jutl: now faid, ill his excellent 
Letter from ROII!~, [hcwing:111 exact con­
formity between popery and paganifm ill 
many p:.lrtiCllbrs. 'As to that celebrated 
~ act of popifh idolatry, the wodhip of the 
, hoft,' f:lith he, , I muf!: confefs, that I can­
I not find the leaf!: refemblance of it in am' , 
S part of the PJgan worlbip : and as often a:; 
.1 I have been 1bnding by at mals, and fccn 
.' the whole congregation proihate on the 
, ground, in the hu,l1bleO: poilure of adoring; 
, I could not help reflecting on a p:1fTage of 
, Tully, when fpeaking of tbe abfurdity of 
, the heatbcns in tbe choice of their gods; 
, Btl! 7.iJilS malt, fays he, ewrJo mad as to take 
, that whicb be feeds upon for a god? § This 
, was an cxtr:1yag:1l1ce refervcd for popery a­
, lone: And what an old Roman could not 
, but think too gro[s cren for Egyptiun idola­
, try to l\yullow, is now become the princi­
, pal part ofworlhip, and tbe moil diftinguifh­
, ing article of faith, ill moderJJ Rome.' 

LET 
§ Sed ecquem tam amentcm cfi"c pUla!, qui iJlud, quo vefcatur, 

Deum credat cIfe. CI c, de Nat. Dear. jjj. 
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ET liS now proceed to the worlliip of 
faints and angels, as praC1:ifed in the fi:une 

church; by which the charge of idolatry will 
be further fixed upon her. 

The worfhip at demons, or the fouls of 
renowned perfons after their deceafe, is a very 
ancient fpecies of idolatry; as fame fuppore, 
even more ancient than the flood. Be that as 
it may, this became afterward almoft an uni­
verfal praCl:icc. For it is paft dilpute, tbat 
the greater part of the gods and goddeffcs 
\\'orfhipped by the heathens, were demons; 
dcceared heroes and kings, the inventors of 
arts, and other famous perfons, male and fe­
male. This kind of worfhip was ihieHy pro­
hibited to tbe IIraelites ; but yet they fome~ 
times fell into it. in conformity to their hea­
then neighbours. Chrinianiry, which was 
defigned to be the religion of the world, not 
of one nation only, ,"as particularly adapted 
to put an end to this, and all other kinds of 
fuperfiitious, falfe "orfhip among the Gentiles.; 
anti to efrablifh that of one God, by one Me­
diator, thro'out the earth. 'For there is one 
, God, and one Mediator between God and 
, men, the man Chrift J efus i \\' ho gave bim­
, [elf a ranfom for all, [0 be teHified in due 
'time.'t And' tbere is none other God but 
'one. For tho' there be tbat are called gods~ 
, whether in heaven or in earth, (as there be 
, god:) many, and lords many,) but to us there 
, is but one God, the Father, of whom are 

C 2. ' all • 

t 1 Tim. ii. 6. -
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, all things, and we by hiq1 i and oneLord, Jeflls 
, Chrifr, &c. ''* The primary bufinefs ot the 
apbiHcs, when they went among the Gentiles, 
Was to convert them from the worJbip. of de­
mons, and other idols, to the faith and "Yor­
fhip of the true GOG. 'We preach unto YOll,' 
iaid they, ' that ye fhould turn from thcre rani-
, ties Ullto theliringGod, which made heaven 
~ and earth, and the fea, and all things that 
~ are therein 'Ii. During the npofiolic :!ge, and 
fame time after, Chrillians in general were ['J 

averfe ~o tbe worfhip of demolls, :.md all othel' 
forrs of idolJtry, that they determin~tely re­
fufed any compiianccs with the \vorfhip of 
their heathen neighbours, even at the expence 
of their blood. They confidercd rbe worihip 
of Gngels ar.d Gcmons as incon111tent \vith the 
religion which they profelfed i and as what 
~vould have been an implicit renunciation of 
it. Blit the church of Rome is, ill effeCt, fo~ 
reconcilin,g tbere things together; even the 
temple of God with idols. For many ages paft, 
the \vorlhip of demol13, or angels, and [he 
fOllls of de~d men and women, has been fully 
eilablitbed therein, and as much practifed as 
ever the like worihip was among the heathens. 
The chicf difference is, that tbe Romanifts do 
;lOr call the faints or angeI~ gods and goddelTes i . 
though, for aught that appears, they attribute 
as n:uch power to them 2t leaa, as the pagans 
diel to their inferior deities; and depend as 
much upon them. 

L'l'hq 
Ii ACls ~iv; 
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The rife and progrefs of this fpecies of idola­
try in the Cbrifl:ian church, was briefly as 
follows. The martyrs were jufiIy held in 
great honor after tbeir deceafe. The cremete­
ries, or places of their burial, ufed to be mucH' 
frequented, ev'cn from the earliefi times: 
There the people pm yed. not to them indeed~ 
but to God; and fometimes fung hymns in 
honor of their memory. All this was done 
for {ome time, without any thought of wor­
{hipping them, though not wholly without 
fuperftition. But an extravagallt, and even 
idolatrous veneration for them fucceeded, at 
leaH: as eady as the fourth century. For Vi~ 
giLll1tills, who lived at the latter end of it, as 
Dr. Middleton has obferved, publicly charged 
the ruling clergy with paganizing and idola­
try, on account of feveral heathelliIh cufl:oms 
then in the church; particularly the veneration 
of faints and reliques. 'We fee, fays he, ill 
, efi'ett, a pagan rite introduced into our chur­
, ches, under the pretext of religion; when 
, heaps of wax candles are lighted up ill 

, clear (ul1-f11ine, and people are every-where 
, killing and,adoring, I know not what, con­
, temptibledllft, pl'eferved in a little verret, 
, and wrapped tip in precious linnen. There 
, men do great honor truly to the bleffed mar­
, tyrs, by lighting up paultry candles to thofe, 
, whom the Lamb in the mi(lfl of the throne 
, illuminates with all the luftre of his majefiy.' 
~t is f~id that Jcr.?ro, who attempted to all-

. fwer 
....... 00'-..>,",-_.,., - , , 
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[wcr Vigihntius, neither difowncd thefe prac­
tices, nor denied that they were borrowed 
fro111 the pagan worfhip i but juftified them 
by f:.lying, , Th:.lt was once done to idols, and 
,. \'vas then to be detefted; but this is done to 
, the martyrs, and is therefore to be received.'*" 
So it feems, that even in J erom's opinion, 
what was dcreftable fuperilition and idolatry 
when done by Pagans in honor of their gods, 
demi-gods and goddeiTes, was good and pious 
when done by Chriltians in honor of the 
martyrs: There needed only to transfer the 
veneration from thofe idols to the faint~, 
in order to render it laudable, at leafi ad-

o miffible : The kind of worfhip might be 
;fct..lined, if the particular objects of it were 
ch.lnged, and chriflian demons introduced in­
fiead of PJgan demons! 

But worldly policy, as well as fuperfrition, 
bad fome hand in eflablilbing faint-worihip. 
W:len ChriO:ian teachers became corrupt and 
worldly-minded, duo' the indifcrcte zeal, or, 
perhaps, policy, of Confbntine the Great, 
the.v aimed more at increafing the number of 
no'ni!la! C!uiflians, for fecular ends, than thac 
of real ones; or preferring their religion ill 
its original purity and fimplicity. And ac­
cordillgly, obferving how attached the Pagans 
,,,,ere to the \VOrillip of their gods and demi­
godc,t() their ffi3gnificent temples, images, and 
the fcail:s kept in honor of their deities j the 
Chri(ti~n leaders were fOi bringing theUl over, 

by 
~ Vid. Lfller 1m" Row, the latter cnd,. 
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by imit~ting many of their cuftoms. Then 
fpncious churches were built, fumptuoufly 
adorned, and dedicated to the martyrs; pic;. 
tures, images and altars were brought into 
ufe therein; and the fortpal invocation of 
faints encouraged. Thus Chriftians rivalled, 
if not furpa£fed Pagans, in their o\vn way, 
with a view to bring them over to the faith 
of Chrifr, at leafr to a profeffion of it. By 
which temporizing policy, as bifbop Stilling­
fleet obferves, chrifrianity came at Inft to be 
little or nothing eIfe but' reformed paganifm,' 
as to its external worfbip: Or, as Turretin 
fays, I the empire was brought over to the 
, faith, bur the church alfo infeCted with the 
, pomp of the empire; the Pagans were con­
, verted to Chrifi, but the Chriftian WOi-fbi? 
, depraved to the [aillion of paganifm. ' * 

The worfhip of faints prevailed more and 
more until the Reformation, tho' not equal­
ly in all parts, nor without oppofition. It 
continues in the church of Rome to this day, 
nearly in as high credit as ever. t They are 

from 

'if< Sec marc relating to this, Lett!r fr~m Rome, rub fin. 

~ That the faints are to be invocated, and fcnivals and 
temples confccrated to them, is an article of faith in tke 
church .of Rome. and mentioned as fuch, in com mOil 
with the moft clI'ential doCtrines of chrillianity ; without 
the belief of which therc is fuppofcd to be no fal vatiOD. 
• Septimus articulus ecclcfi:eRomaIJ:E eft, fanCtos in codo 
• regnantcs cIre hODorandos, ae: fefto! dies atquc bali 
• lieas iIIis eODfeeraDdas eIre.' Vid. Prrelud. Donum ill 
S.mmam 'Qn,il, OfNlI, Per Francif~ulIl LtpgalIl a Cori­
alanum. 

-
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from time to time canonizing new f:lints, tho' 
more fparingly than ill fame ages pail; jull as 
in old pag:m Rome" they were from rime to 
time enrolling morc dead men in the number 
'of the gods. They erect oratories and altars 
to them, pro!l:nlte themfel ves before their 
1hrincs, and burn incenfe to them; all nearly 
in the fame manner, that the Pagans did to their 
faCtitious deities. Alld the Pantheon at Rome, 
formerly the temple of all the gods, is now 
'dedicated to M.lry and all the faints. They 
a1[0 make formal vows and pm yers to them 
for bleffings temporal, fpiritual and eternal. 
Why might they not as well offer [heep and 
oxen in facrifice to them, as pay them fi.lch 
worlhip as this; and yet be free from idola­
try? 

Let me in!bnce in a few of their hymns and 
prayers to the faillts, by \Va y of fpecimen. To 
"St.Nkholus they addrels themfClves as follows: 
, Ergo pie nos exaudi,' &c. 'Therefore graciollfiy 
hear liS, who are inte11t on praijing thee, left 'we 
are fubje8ed to the fraud otthe eltemy ; bril1g us 
help. Deliver Its from ali evil; conduil tts 111 the 
right way ; and after this life, introduce tts into 
eterllal joys. To St. Agnes thus: ' Ave, Agnes 
, gIoriofa,' &c. Hail, gloriotls'AglJeJ ; prtjerve 
me ill tberigbt faith, 0 frJ.leet and beloved vlrgiJ~1 
I intreat thee wdb prayers. Grant If) all, that 
they may 111 peifeil charity wor/hip God, by whom 
thou wall eldled. They have longer forms of 
devotion to other faints; in which they dif­
ducHy implore of them almoft every blcffing 

that 

• 
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that can be mmed ; at IC:1.lt as many and great 
ones as the Pagans ufed to pr~y for to any of 
their gods, not cxcerting their Jllpiter optimus 
maximus i .11 tho' they call this wodhip, which 
tlley pay to the faints in common, only dulia, 
in difl:inCl:ioll from btria. Dut their \,"orfhip of 
the virgin l'vJary the), term hyperdulia ; by which 
i( is not cafy .to know what they mean, only in 
general, th,lt it is fOl11cthing more extravagant 
clnd outrageous than their worfhip of other 
flints, or of angels. In her Rq/arie, as it is 
called, that is, a kind of liturg), for the yirgin 
Mary, and in other dcyotional books, they give 
her the folic wing tides : ~cen regent of hea­
vel~, mifirefs of angels, 1110th([' of grace, mother 
of mercy, morha of God, the hope of the 
world, the m:H of linners, the repairer and favi­
our of ddi)~liring; iouis, the giver of fpiritual 
grace, the female L\'iom of the world, the 
helicr of the {ick, the confirmcr of the juft, 

·the rdlortr of thel11 that go Qftmy, the hdpa 
and hope of the ddubte, a moil ready helper i 
"nd the like. 

They fddom fpeak of tbe merits and inter­
cd1ion ofChrilt,bm in conjundion "ith thok of 

J 

1\ iary ; and in language that cxprdfcs their hepe 
of [,dv;ltiol1 by her's, as truly a':) by hisT. They 
fulcmnly confds their Gns to Ccd :l.I1d to her, 
in the fame bi'cath; as mav be ken in f~\'eral 

" pans of the Rit It,d. They [O:11ltillles 
D 

bcfct'eh 
her 

t ~ee pmicularly. in the Ritual. tbe offices r.a1lcd the /acrcnwd 
0/ T(poll,/1,(._ ,lI,d th~ t'ljil<llion oj Ib jt .. /( ; aJo the pay,r 
lur a wumao I1fH,l ,:u;~ lH:,,~i"5' 
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her to cxercire the authority of a mother, and 
to command her jOll. And in the office inti tied 
Onlo cOlJlme:u/ationis flllilJu?, the dying perron is 
directed to pray to her in there terms: 'Maria, 
, mater gratire', &c. 0 !11m)" mother qf grace, 
mother qf mercy, do tlJ01t protelt me from the 
enemy, and receii.!e me in the hOllr qf death. Let 

• 

me here fubjoin a prayer or l1yn1n to l\'bry out 
Qf the RqJizrie, as follows : ' Rcparatrix 
, falratrix', &c. Tbou female repairer all.! ;:1""iolll' 
if the dtjpairillg foul, the jho71Jtrer do7.vlZ and 
hejlo7.uer q/lpiritual grace, beal 111;)' ,uOlmds, I 
pray, I jere'ent!y ddirt ; and grant tbe gifts of 
grace to the jOlll that calleth UpOll tbee: Tbat I 
may be cbqfle and modejl. gelltle, '"valiant, jober, 
godb', regular, circlI1J!/pdl, a jlranger to re~I':CI1c.r.;e, 
'well illjlrulled, and guarded 0' the di:.'iJle ora­
cles ; cOI/lant, gra'"<-'e a1ld plea/mit .. bmigll, lo'uc[y, 
prudent ill heart, careful to /peak the truth, bat­
ing €7Jil, ee'er clea'uil~f( to God ill piou., "'ods. 
Part of another of thcfe admirable colleas in 
the Rqfarie, is as [011o\V5: 'Cor meum illu­
, mina', &c. ElllightClZ "0' bear!, tbolt rdi{(~'{'/if 
jlar qf tbe ji'a, atld ever d~/i:lld me from tbe,.'f­
"JiceJ ?f t h: cneJ1'!)'. 0 glorious '-..'irgilz Nfilr)', 
mother qf tbe eternal Killg, dc1iL'er us j/'OlJl al! 
tvil, and ji-Olll tbe ptl1lijbmeut of lie1l. Thi~ i~ 
a fpecimen of hyperduJia. 

They have another approyed book among 
them, called the 1\1(//),-'1j;z/ter, and the "Pjaltcr 
oj Oltr Lady, the work of their Jcraphic doCtor 
Bonaventure, and himfelf, if we G1J1 bclicye {o 
Hrange J. thing, both a faint and a carJi:lal ; in 

,yhi::h 
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which book the devotional pfalms of David are 
turned into forms of prayer and praire to Mary: 
So that, with fome little variations, the fame 
devotions which David offered to the King of 
heaven, they offer to the f!.!..leen of hea've1Z, at 
once, according to their divinity, his mother, 
fpoufe and daughter. Part of one of thefe 
pfalms is thus paraphrafed: 'In te, Domina, 
, fperavi', &c. In thee, Lady, have I hoped; I 
jball1le'uer be cOll/oullded. Recei't,c me to thy 
j;YiJOr j incline t bine cal' unto me, and rejoice me 
ill 111) trouble. Thou art lI!Y Jlrellgtb and my 
refuge, my cOl!folatioll alld ll~j protcajon. " Ul1tO 
thee ha-uc I criee! 'when lI~y beart 'lvas ill dijinfs j 

and tbolt bettrdejt1lle/rolll tbe top ~l the etefllal 
bills. I/lto tby bands, 0 Lad)" I comme1ld 1I!J 
lpirit, 1J!)' whole life, 1l!J l(!/l d{!)'. Another thus: 
, S:llus fempiterna', &c. Eterncljalc'ation is ilL 
tlJ)' hand, 0 Lu!y j tbey tbat 'It'ill duty hOllot 
tiJcc,jball rccei"ve it. Thy c1e1Jlell~y }hall 110t 
fii{ thro' eterllal ages j and tl."!)! mercy is from 
3"encratioll to generatioll. Another thus: ' Dif­
, pofitione tua l11undus', &c. By tl~)' difpqfitioll 
[or providence] tbe 'lvo/'!d enduretb, ~u-,bich thou, 
':uitb God, bas ./)ll!lded from the beginning. 0 
Lat!y, I amwbol{y thine j jave me, bccaufl thy 
prrziJes are dcligbtful in 1J!)' pilgrimage. This is 
hypcrdl1lil with a witnefg ! And to thefe [peci. 
mens of devotion to Mary let me fubjoin part 
of an equally pious infcription mentioned by 
Pl'. Middleton, over the gate of a great church 
in Italy; 'viz. 'There is no one who can be 
I fJ.\'ed, 0 molt holy virgin, but thro' thee . 

D 2' Mary, 
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, Mary, indeed, opens the bofom of her mercy 
, to all ; fa that the whole univerfe receives Out 

, of her fulnefs: The captive, redemption; the 
, !lck, a cure; the fad, comfort; tile {inner, 
, pnrdon; the jul1:, grace; the angle, joy; the 
, whole Trinity, glory'. The learned writer 
1ar. named, very pertinently remarks, that' when 
, Jeremiah rebukes the people of I ndah for 
, burning illwyi: to tbe _~!!-'t?(n q( beaL'Cll, one 
, can hardly help imagining, that he is prophe. 
, tically pointing out the worfhip now paid to 
, the virgin; to whom they al'hnlly bul'1l ill­
, wife at this d~jy under that very title''''. It is 
alfo well known tbat their churches, d~~,:cially 
in Iralv. are ll!L~,1 with \"Jil\'C Ll~)lcs and oh.:r-

• 

ings to \larv and other [1;nI5, for rl:n~ojcd elil'eS 

and deii\'t~rlllcls \\Iought by them; in like 
manllrr J~ tbe 11(;uhcl1 tC!11I,ks \\ ('rc" a,lol'l~~":, 
in honor of the g,)ds anJ lJoddt'lLs. And Dr. 

1....'") • {' 

Stillingnfet rd,Hes, tInt there y, as once a dirpl1ll~ 
among fame H()m:lIlc.Hhnl!~~, whcrher the 
LorJ.r l"~.lt::r migbt, or might 11 nt, be lIfd to 
the failll5. • And it W.lS well r({olved, ,ll1d vcry 
, fubtilly", fays he, ' that ultimately, principally-, 
, prinnrily and HriL't!y, they might llnt; "lit 

'/ec<Jnd.lI'i[", Icfs pl'incipdll; and la"zc6', anJ 
, rdllively they Ilii~~ht·. 

vVith fuclI-like \'Jin diflinaiolls' till'',' amufr. 
• • 

themfelves, import llpon the i~nor~\nt, and en-
deavour to pcl.lli,ue the ir :,lnlatrous worfhip of 
hints and allgels. They fay, they do ~lOt call 

them 

ji Vid. offi~, B, Vi,g. 'S.lve R~;;ioa; .\ve R~gina cre!OfllOl ; 
DomioJ angdorum' . . 
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them gods, or worIhip them with Iatria; but 
with an inferior worIhip. The council of Trent 
fays, in feilion 25th, ' SanCtos una cum Cbrifio 
, rcgnanrcs', Bec. That the faints reigning to­
getber 'luitb Cbrijl, offer up their pra)'trs to God 
fol' men: tbat it is good Gild prqfitabfe bUlllb!,. {1 

il!1'ocate tbem, aild to fly to their prqycrJ, help 
and aid, for ble.ffillgs to be impetrated of God ~)' 
his Sail', &c. By which cautious manner of 
ipeaking, it feems the council was::!. little afiaid. 
either cxpreGy to condemn or to jufrify llint­
worihip in all its cnormom extent, or in the 
manner in which it was then, and is now adll-· 
ally praCtifed. I mufl: CfaYC leaye to make :~­
veral remarks, rclati\'c to this point. 

The diitinCtion between latria. and d~11ia., on 
which the church of Rome 1J.ys (o much firers, 

• 

is an arbitrary one, without any folid foundation 
in fcriprurc. But q.king their own explanation 
of there terms, tbe diirin8:ion. ,vill 11.9t cxcu[c! 
them from idoJatf)'. People nul' be guilty of 
this, by paying an unwlrr,lI1,.lhlc worihip to 
[lints and angels, o·r other creatures, tho' they 
do not adore them as cqtL11 to God in nature 
and dignity, but \Yori:lir them :lS inFerior to him. 
\V c arc, indeed, to give honor, or, if they plcafc, 
worfhip, which is an cqu:\'ocal term, * to all 
thofe to whom it is due; and in fuch manner 
and mca[urc as it bdong3 to them, either by -the 
cxprcfs appointment of God. or by natural rca­
fon and right, in virtue of the known relation 

, 

• 
• In 

~ This word is di "TS t;mes ufcd in (cripture. t., exprefs tIle 
honOi [hat may t lufily due, al!d paid IQ creatures • 

• 



30 The Idolatry 0 wor ipping 

in which they fiand to\.vards us. But the thing 
infified on is, that that fen'ice and refpett, whe­
ther it be called honor only, or lVorfhip, which 
the church of Rome pays to faints and angel's~ 
is unwarranted by reafon, contrary to fcriprure, 
and properly idohtrous. Tho' the holy angels 
are all minifl:ring fpirits, fent forth to minifier to 
the heirs of falvation ; yet we are forbidden to 
wodhip them thus. 'Let no man beguile you 
, of your reward,' fays the apofiIe, , in a vollln-

of ' tary humility, and wodhipping of angels, in-
! nj" trllLling into thofc"which he hath not feen't . 

c When John feIl at the feet of an angel, paying 
him too profound a reverence; tho' it cannot 
be fllppofed, that he thought the angel was God, 
or meant to worihip him as God, he received a 
check fr0111 him: 'See thou do it not: I am 
, thy fcllow-fcrvant', &c. t And the council of 
Laodicea, convened anno 320 or 32 I, exprdly 
cond€:mned the worfhip of angels under the 
name of it/oil/try, and as a fOIJllkil1g our Lord 
:leJiu Cbrdfi'*. Novv, furdy, if even angds are 
not to be bowed down and prayed to by liS, 

tho' we know they minifl:er to us, and are a fu­
perior order of beillgs ; much lefs are the faints 
to be thus worfhipped. We are to be follow­
ers, bur not worfhippers of them, who thro' 
faith and patience inherit the promifcs; un!& 
thinking and fpeaking of them with honor, and 
imitatillg their virtues, be to worihip them, 
We know not that they have any concern with 

t Col. IT 18 
t Rev. XIX 10 anti XXII. S. 
11 Vld. Cunc. L~oJ c· 35. 

human 
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human affairs, or that they have any knowledge 
of what is pailing in this Iowa world. But 
we are fure, neither they, nor the angels are 
Qll}uifcient, omnipotent or omniprefent: Which 
confideration alone thews the folly, at leafl:, of 
wodhipping them in the manner the Papilrs do. 
Befides; the wodhip of demons [J"i,ulV:';U] 
is condemned by the apofl:Ie. 'I would not, 
, fays he, that ye ihould have fdlowihip with 
'demons. Y c cmnot drink rhe cup of the 
, Lord, and the cup of demons' t. And giv­
ing heed to ' doctrines of demo/ls', is one cba­
raClcrilHc of thofe who 1110uld 'depart from 
, the faith' in the Iaft days. Now, this Greek 
word certainly fignifics an angel or fpirit, v.'he­
ther good or bad. For Socrates, by the de­
mOll, of whilh he boafl:ed, furdy meant not 
the devil, or an evil malicious being, but a good 
genius, angel or fpirit ; and all the popith faints 
are properly demons'.l~. It is well if fome of 
them are not demons even in the bad fenfe of 
the word. 

Moreover; tho' they do not give their faints 
the titles of dii and dex, gods and godddTes; 
yet they call them divi and numina; as the 
Pagans of old Rome called dead men and wo­
men after their apotheofis t. And it appears 

from 
. t Vid. I Cor. X. 19 n. 

II' This is dearly evinced hy nlany learned Protefianls; particu­
krly ~lr Jor. Mede. in hi~ {}/~ofio~~ oflhe laUlr ti"Jc,. See 
alfo Sir Haae Ncwtor.'J (j~/~"!Jali';;J ~n DaTli:1 aT/d the 
Ap~ca&Ne, eh 14 I'm 1. 

t If the indignation of the reader will not be 100 11111ch raifecl. it 
may be an ?tr~eahlc amlllemC'l1 to him 10 compare the fol!ow­
ill!; pag.w ol,J p';l'ifh int.:riptitlllS, cxhibiiCd by Dr. Middle­

tun 
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from the example before produced, that they 
d~:e~ly implore ~f them the greateft bldllngs 
or time and eternIty ; health at body and minu, 
guidance in the true faith, fpiritual grace, pro­
teaion from the devil, deliverance from all evil, 
falvation from the pains of hell, a graciolls re­
ception at death, and admiilion to the joys ot 
heaven. They may,if they pleale,call this only 
dulia and hyperdulia: But what morc, whac 
greater or better do, or can they, pray fur tu 

God himfdf? Thefe are bldllngs, whilh h,~ 
alone can bdl:ow. And when they pray thu~ 
t9 the faints, expreiling their confidence in tbcit· 
protection in the (·une terms, in which good 
men ufe to exprc(s their's in the power, provi-, 

denc,~ 

top in oppofitc oolumns. to !hew hO\, nearly P~pills hare ". 
• dop!eJ the laDgua2c, as well ~s fpiri! of paganihll; and .i: 

cribed the fdmc powers.charaaers aDd attributcs to Ibeir f.iOl~1 
whicb had formerly beeD af~ribcd to heathen deities. 

Pagan infcriptions. 
Mercurio et Minervre 

Diis Tmelarib. 

Dii qui huic remplo 
prrefident. 

N u mini Mercurii tacr. 
Hc:rculi viCtori pollenti po-

inviCl:o. (tcati 

Pr~ftiti Jovi. 
s. 

Diis 
Deabufque 
CL":'[ ] O\"E. 

PopiPu infcriptions.· 
Maria ct Frllncifce 

Tmelares mei. 
• 

Divo Eufiorgio 
QEi huic templo 

pf~fidet. 

Numini 
Divi Gcorgii 
pollen tis potentis 

inviCti. 

Divis 
Prxflitibu$ jllvantibus 
Georgio St~pblI10(ll1C 
CU;\! DEO 01'T. ~lAX. 
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dence and gr.lCC of God; this is really giving 
divine honors to them: And if latria, as they 
fly, is the \\'orfnip that belongs exclllfively to 
God; then this is plainly !atria, \vhatevcr they 
may cali it. To give fllch wodhip as this t? 
the faints, is an implicit afcription of divine pe~­
fcCl:ions to them, while they arc explicitly owned 
to be but creatures. It is a kind of worfhip, 
which [uppo[cs them to be omnipotent, omn~­
fcient, and omniprcfent; fince He alon~, 
who is po{fdfed of thofe perfections, cafl 
be fuppofcd to hear prayers at all times, 
from all parts of the earth at the fame time,; 
and able to grant fuch bldIlngs. How poor a!l 
evafion is it then, for llomancatholics to fay, 
they Beidler call the [li11ts gods, nor worihip 
them with fupreme wodhip? For is not this to 

. fuppafe thlm really gods? And is not that even 
fuprenle wodhip, which can, with propriety, be 
given only to God almighty? It is of no con[e­
quenee, except as a matter of criticifi11, v,, hcthcr 
this be called latria or dulia: And if they are 
guilty of an apparent incontinency in this rer­
pett, as ",ell as of idolatry; it much marc con­
cerns their o\\'n infallibility to ckar it up, than 
• 
It concerns liS. 

Bcfidcs; this difiinCtiol1 might fcrve fome 
pagan idolaters as weI! as it docs them; all 
thole, who acknowledged one Cod. as fupreme. 
ror him alone they profdfcdly \\'orihipp(J \\ith 
fuprcl11c honors, anf-.vering to the !atria of the 
bpifh; the others they ,vorihippcd as fubordl~ 
11J.te, wilh a \vodlli1) aef\vcring to Julia or hytT-

I: I J. . .L..' . .(l P ... la " 
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dulia. But can \\'e think th:l.t the apollic Paul 
would have becn latistlcd with luch an apoloyas 
this! Suppoft: an Athenian Sorhin, for example, 
had fdid to him: ' Altho' you fc'e us worihip, 
, and offer [lCl'iflccs tn, many imifible beings, 
, male and female ; [0 that vou confider us as 

J 

, polythcilL and idolaters; you arc miftanken, 
, for want of attending to our learned difl:incti­
'ons. You 111uH know then, that fame of llS 

, at lean, own onc fU/'fc111c and man perfc\.'1: 
, being: Him only we intentionally honor with 
, latria; the rdl we worfhir only with duliJ, 
, or hypcrJulia, as lubordinate to him. Obfen-c 
, well this diitil1l'1:ion, good Maficr Paul; and 
, you ",ill then fec we arc no idohters, how 
, many del1lons, dcmi gods and godJcOt's foeycl= 
, we worfhip'. Now, one may be pretty cer­
rain, that the holy apofilc's Iririt would not havc 
heen lefs ' Hirred in him', for an apology of 
this fort, than when he came to Athel1s, am! 
, faw the city wholly gi\-cn to idolatry'i". Nor 
is al1 apology of this kind 1110re fatisfaftory 
from the mOllth of a modern Romanilt, than 
it would have been from that of an old.-'\. theni:lI1. 

One cannot well help remarking here, by the 
way, the great difingcl1uity and afrurancc of 
tho[e Romancatbollcs, who pretend that the\' 
pray to the faints only ~s friendly intcrcdfors, l;, 
pray for them. \Vue this true, it W(·u\J nilt 

excuf~ them; but nuthing can be more falf'·, 
And indeed, they arc fo 111elCh gi\cn to deny· 
jng norurioJs hc1s. alhi aifel tin'T Lnov. n fdk-

I 0 

t ACls XVII. 16. 
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hoods, in their difputes with ProteOants ; that a 
famous ancient hidoglyphic in DioJi,olis, ought, 
methinks, to be in{cribed in all their churches; 
the nearer th~ pulpit or altar the better. In that 
hieroglyphic a young child fignified coming in­
to the world i an old man, going out of it ; an 
hawk, the Deity; an hiproporamus, hatred; 
and a crocodile, impudence. All which, being 
taken together, in the Egyptian manner, cxprdf­
cd this ufeful ldfon i 0 Y tbat come into tbe 
'wO/'ld, alld tbat go out q! it, God belto impudence. 

Never did any pagan iJoLtcr~ implore greater 
bleffings of their fuprcme, or fa p-ITJt of their 
inferior deities, or demons, as the Rcmancatho­
lies implore direCtly of their [lints, e{pecially of 
IVlarv. But it has [ometil11cs been ['lid by them, 
thelt'there is a m:lterial difference in this rcfreCt: 
That thofe dead men and \Yom en, whom the 
heathens worfhipped, '''ere ignorant of' true re­
ligon, and black with crimes in their life-time; 
"hcreas thore that are \yodhippcd in the church 
of Rome, were vcry holy perfons, adorned with 
many fhining virtues, the workers of miracles, 
the ijJCcial favourites of heaven; and the like. 
Bc it fo : But the qudl:ion is not, who were the 
beft, the moll: worthy of imitation, and an ho~ 
r,onrabk remembrance; but , .... hetber any de­
mons, or (kad men, were they ever fo holy,can 
be thus worihipped without idolatry? True, it 
is more [ooliill and wicked to adore an ill man 
thus after his deccafe,than a wife and good one: 
~LJt yet the latter is as truly idolatry as the o~ 
tht!'. If the' Pagans were.'idolatcrs in worfhip-

E 2. ping 
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ping their deceafed kings and heroes, it was 
neither only nor chiefly,becaufe they werewick~ 
ed ; but bec:lufe they were demons, or dead 
men ; creatures that ought not to be thus wor~ 
ihipped, altho' they had bem virtuous & good. 
And finee the Rommins pay the like, if not 
('reater honors, to dead men and women, or de-
,) 

1110ns ; this I11Un, for the fame reafon, be ido-
latry in them alfo. 

But it may be remembered,that fome of thore -
men, whom the Pagalls deitled, had really been 
great benefaCtors to their refpeCtive countries 
and ages; teachers of agriculture, and other urc·' 
iul arts ; th~ ddtroyers of tyrants, and other 
wild beans and mOI~ll:ers ; the founders of cities 
and empires; wile i~'giO.lt()rs ; upright judge~, 
and good king~, the fathers of their propit'. In 
which relpeCts they had at leaH: as gnod a tid .. 
to great honors, hoth li\"in~T, and ;lr'lcr their d.:--. , 
ccafe, as fame of the popilll {aints; I think .1 

mllch better. For divers of tho[.:, who :dorn 
the R~mall kalender, were but ignoLlJlt enthll­
flafls, [ctrce better tban maJmrn ; p~ri'Lln:; \\";10 

ilever did any thing worthy of apphuL \h~ 
Symeon Stilites worthy of fignal honors for 
having his flation thirty years on a high pillar, 
like a flame on its pedcl1al ~ or the more like a 
god! Was Anthony, [or peaching to birds,bealls 
and fi!hes ! \Vas Francis, for hearing Chrifl:' s 
voice, as they [w, come from a cruciiix '* ; and 

• • 
being fa trantported with piolls zeal or iomcthing 

eire, 

*' This circl1mrlance is mentioned by bp. Stillio~flcct, as florn 
cardinal Booo(Vcnlure. 
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dfe, as to throwaway his breeches? Were 
others, for wearing out much hair-cloth 
and whip-cord on their backs, and no thoes 
on their feet, for many years? or for thofe 
numerous ridiculous feats, which knaves re­
ported, and fools believed, as miracles? But 
other popifh Glints had, if pollible, even leis 
(1nCl:ity th::m thde ; being rebels, traicors and 
a!Tailines ; the pens of fociety. and difiurbers 
of kingdoms. Were not Ofiris, Hercules and 
JEICubpius, Vulcan, Rhadamanthus and Ro­
lllulus, at leatt as worthy to be enrolled a­
mong the gods, as Ignatius Loyola, Garnet 
a 11d Thomas a Becket, among the faints ~ I r 
is marc abfur,j to worfhip fueh contemptible 
and wicked pcrfons as fome of the popilh 
Clints were, than fome of thofe, whom tbe 
P,lg,lI1S dcilicd ; or even than to worfhip the 
{brs ~1nd elements, which are fo ufefuI 10 llS. 

And' I would gladly know,' fays one, ' why 
, I 1111\' not as well honor God by gi viug 
, \vorlhip to tlIe (Ull, as to Ignatius Loyola. 
, or St. Francis, or any other late canonized 
, faint? The fnll is a certain monument of 
( God's gooc1ne/s, wifdom and power, and I 
I cannot be mifhlken trlen:in ; but I can ne-
I vcr be certain of the holinefs of thofe per-
c j()IlS I am to give di vine worfhip to. FOl' 

I all thilt I can know, Ign:1til1s Loyola was !l 
, greelt hypocrite; bur I am fmc that the fUll 

C is none; but that he {hines, and commulli· 
I catcs perpetual influences, to tbe huge ad-
, ral1l3ge of the world: t But 

:I: Dr. ;;Iiilio£fi,ct. 
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But to have done with fuillt-\vorfhip ; the 
doctrine and precepts of icripture are clearly 
againft this prac1ice of the Romanifts. And 
what fcripture ex:ample there is of it, which 
they may think worthy their imitation, I 
know nor ; except, perhaps, it be tb:H of the 
wicked rich man in hell, who eurneftly pray­
ed S:lim Abraham, but in vain, to fend L:lZ~l­
rus to cool his tongue with a drop of water. 
Bur, methinks, it is time enough for men to 
follow this example, when they come into 
that place of torment themfdves, and defpair 
of God's hearing their prayers. A dreadful 
extremity! to which we pray our adverl:uies 
ma v never be red lIced : And if there is an v 

• J 

[uch pbce as the pmgatory they talk at: we 
fhould be rejoiced, if there were any good rea­
fon to hope they might cfcape even that ~dfo ., 
For, by their own account, it is a very tcdi-

• • 

ous, round-about and painful way to hea\'en . 

• 

~ 

HERE is time to add but little concern-
ing the worfhip of piCl:ures and im~lges. 
This was probably itltroduced into [lie 

church in the fourth century, ill CU!lltnO:1 

with other bad cllrtoms; and fprcad Ldl:, thu' 
not without oppofition. In the eighth cen­
tury the indignation of 111:.1ny was /0 r~,ild 
againH it, -tbat they deilroyed all the imJgc3 
in churches, where-ever tht:J could ; and 
• 
were therefore called the Icol/oclafls. TLcy 
chiefly occafioned the calling of the fccond 

cO'Jnc.ii 
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council of Nice, anno 787 ; in which they 
were cen[ured, and the worlhip of images 
confirmed; efpecially llS that council cxpref:' 
[etll it, ' tbe image of the Lord and God, our 
, 51 viour J efus Chrilt ; nextly that of our 
, immaculate lady the mother of God, of the 
, venerable allgels, and then thole 'Of all the 
'!aims.' The council, however palliates this 
idobtry by faying, they did not mean to give 
images the \\"orf11ip of latria, bll~ an honorary 
ador:.llion, ~s to a type; \\' hich redounds to 
the honor of the prorotype. 'Imaginis enim 
, hOllar,' &c. For the honor of an image ter­
mil/atcI all the proto~I'pe ; a11([ be that adores dlt 

image, arlo adorel tberein 'lv/Jat iI' rrpr~/i:1zted bi' 
if. t This council aI/c) fpeaks of the great 
benefit of pictures and images, in edifying tbe 
people, cfpecially the vulgar, who could not 
read. * The council of Trent refers. to, and 

confirms 
• , 

t vid. Can. Nicren. II. ACt. 7. 
• , 

, The aUthor here lilbjoins a tranflation of a palfage pr two, by 
which the fenfe of Romancatholics as to the worlhip of cruci­
fixes, and other images of Chrill, may further appear; as alfo, 
what is meant by coadoration, a term ufed, but not explained, 
in this difCOllrk 'Nec inde fequitur, hoc pofito,' imagines', 
&c. Nor docs it folll'w. this being fuppofed. that images are 
to be retained only to help the memory, as modern heretics 
would have it : for memory is purely hillorical. and memory 
exciteth to render worillip to .G.od and the faints; but accor­
.lin): to this notion inJ"ge, would be kept for that latter re­
membrance [onlj' J. N~\"crthcltfs the O.ther opinion is more 
probable, and more: agrenble to the fynod. that Im~genlHluld 
be honored eVtn in themfdves, and (houid be the materi.1 ter­
minative ohje~t of veneration, and not only the exemplar. ap­
Jirchendecl in til.m, or at the prefence {If them; bee.ufe when 
thl; council fJp, lllat imolges arc: Iu be adored, but 1101 with 

J.u jll, 
\ 

• 

• 
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confirms the decrees of this; adding fame 
farther explanations and cautions, relative to 
this point; p:lrticulurly the follo\ving: NOll 

, propterea Di vinitatem figurari', &c. t 7 hat 
the Di·villity zs 1/ot tberefll'e figured, as t/;o' it 
could be [eelJ with bodity eyes, or expre/Jed by co­
lors or figures [a good realon why it fholJld 
not be at all attempted.] J..10reover, adds the 
council, let i1ltjupel'{litioll ill the invocation 0(' 
j.lints, hz the vel1eration of reliqucs, ([ltd in tbe 
fatred tift of imal!,es, be takelJ a·way. 

, 

Here is a plain conccffion, tbat tbey figllre 
the Di'vinity, even while they acknowledge 
it cannot be feell, or exprdled by .figures or 
colors: \Vbich might, perhaps, pais for a CO" 

tradicl:ion in any churd), but an infi11liblc olle. 
But not [0 Hand on fuch niceties \\' ith them; 

to 

latria, it intends that another thing 1R0uid be adored befidcs 
the exemplar only; for fillee ChriCl (hould be adored with true 
!atria, the fynod would not deny tbe wor(hip of latria to his 
image. if indeed in the adoration of it, not ~i3 imagc:, but Chrilt 
himfelf were adored, to whum no other adoration belidcs that 
of latria, belongeth. So that it intimates hereby, that fome 
adoration belongeth to images, diClinCt from the veneration and 
honor of the prototype, and which, ill the kind of worlhip, is 
inferior. ' A~ im'lge is honored two ways. Firll. as it is itfclf 
the material terminative objeCt of wor/hip, but the prototype 
the c~u[e for which it is worihippeJ. Secondly, [0 that the 
im.gc is honored together with the prototype; yet [0 that the 
prorotype fhould be primarily honored, the image feeondarily, . 
ilS the royal robes are honore.! together with the king; and 
that is called coadoration rather than adoration. Thus I ap-
prehend in my mind him that was crucified, together with the 
cro[s [pahapf mt iI/waYIJ and in adoring the Crucified witb 
a direct intentioQ, the frofs itfelf is eoadored in the fame aCt. 
Sluna c.'11.cif. omn." Opera & CIudio -'1. L. Bail. A oba vii. Docl. 
:fhcol .. ac Propa:niten. Parif. In cone. Nicre.1. II. 

t vid. COIl~. Trident. fefs. XXV. 

, 
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~,l mJl~c [mel \."l.'or01ip any picture or image of 
Cllriii-, cOl1fiLicrcd:.is God, which is what they 
chit:f!y il1tcud here, is idolatry j and direclly 
CO!1tr,II"\' to the fccond commandment, whe­
thL'r it be Luria, or dulia only, that is paid 
thereto. And tbe diHindions, of which the 
P~lpitl:s fcrve themfelves, would ferve as well 
to jufh(v the Ifrae1ires of old, provided they 
worfilipped golden calH's only as fymbols or 
ty pC5 of J (:11orah ; intending this honor fhould 
tcrmi:wre 011 him, :.is the prototype. Upon 
the fame principlc, thofe Pagans who wor­
fllipped images, not far their own fake, but 
8S i'uppoled rcprdcl1talions of the invifible 
God, could !lot be charged. ,,,"ieh idalatry~ 
how often 10(;\'cr they ·might··kifs, prafirate 
rilcmfclres before, and offer incenfe and facri­
ticcs t(J them. Some pagnn worfllippers of 
idols :lld inl:1gcs could, probably, h:lve mnde' 
fuch a Dka as trull', and with a much better • • 

grace, thall thofc of the Romancatholics 
who hare the holy fcriptures; in which all 
i :11 age- worfli i p is plainly for~idden. And, 
illdccd, tbe leaden; in the cnmell. of Rome 
have [hewn a confcioufi1Cfs, that fcripture 
was againfr them ill this rcfped, by leaving 
~be lccond commandment wholly out ofthofe 
which arc deGgned for common life, and di­
"iding the bft of the ten inrQ two, to <;ompleat 
the number. . 
• • 

As to· other pictures and images; if it be. 
idol::ltry to worfhip faints and. angels, as it IS 

· ~ p~~i~d 
, • 

• 
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,r~c1ifed ill the church of Rome ; it is even 
more (0, to worfhip their' images. As fom~ 
J12ve jullly obferved, they are guilty of double 
idolatry in this refpcH; fir11, III wor/hipping 
faints and angels tbemfelves, and then in a­
doring their images, with the like exrernal 
worfhip of prayers, proilratiolls and illcenfe : 
10r either of thcfe things \"'ould bc idolatry, 
,,'ithout the other. The tame arguments 

<-

which prove, that the Pilg:1nS worfhipping 
the images of their demons, or inferior deities, 
'\,,:as id.o1atry, will alfo thew t,he idolatry of 
;he church of Rome, in worfhipping the ima­
g~s of angels, and f:lInts, who are, frriCllyand 
properly, [hci~ delnons. The more intelli­
gene fort of pagans did not afcribc di vinity to 
their images thcmfcl"~cs j nur honor them with 
a more profound rei'Ci'encC', internal or exter­
nal, than Romancatholics pay to theirs. Nay, 
fome of them were intircly againfl the llfe of 
any images in their religious iervices j as (end­
ing to gi \'e people too grofs conceptions of tht' 
Deity. An~ when the cOllncil of Trent fo 
gravely injoins, that alljitperflitio,'Z in the wor­
fhip of faints and reliques, and in the ficted ztje 
of images, Olould be takm away, frill encouraging 
thefe practices themfdves; it is as anti-feriptu­
ral and irrational as if thofe fathers had decreed, 

• • • • 

t.hat men fhould commit fornication, but withe 
out uncha(lity ; theft and robbery, but wi~h1" 
out inj u(licG j m order, without breach of cha" 
~ity ; and bIafphemy, without impiety. The; 
" Jacrtd 

, , , 
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. if 

Jaclfed ttJe of thefe vices, is hardly a greater 
folecifm than the other. The fuperfiition qf 
this kind of worlhip cannot be takeli aW:lX, 
without taking away tha't worfhip itfelf. Nor 
is there any better foundation for a difiincHoll 
between the ufe and abufe thereot, than be­
tween the ufc and abufe oflying and adultery, 
incefl: and perjury, Indeed, the lcadei's i~ 
the church of Rome find all there crimes very 
uJefut- in their turns, and fubfcrvient to their 
own ends, when kept under their difcrcte and 
fkilful management: So that, in their opinion, 
laying them wholly nGde might, pc:rhaps, bi! 
the greatcfl: poiTIble abufe of tbc'm. For, wha·t 
,\,\TOLlld then becomc of their difpcnfations~ 
parJuns, indulgcncics, and I know not wh~t ; 
the wicked- craft, by whidJ they ba7.!e fh~;r 
'wealth? , 

• 

HE p;ltience of tbis lcari1ed· and refpec~ 
table :1uJicncc lhall be reqllcfied no 

longer, than while I fubjoin a few refiexions. 
, 

If then, the church of Rome be'grofIy ido.­
b.trolls in the fcveral refpcds aforefaid ; high­
ly di!honouring God, and the one Mediator 
whom he bath appointed, by an undue wor':' 
(hip of, and dependence upoll,many creatures; 
it follows, that lhc is [0 far from being the 
only true church, and chafie fpoufe of Chrift; 
that fhe is a mon corrllpt one, a filthy profl:i-. 
tllte, <.vho b1th forfn~cn her firfl]ove, and is 

. f ;', become 
, 
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beCOlne,. indeed, the ( mother of harlots. ' 
• 

Some Papins exprefsly own, tbat' if the 
, church of Rome is guilty of hcrefy, much 
, marc, if guilty of idolatry, it falls under the 
, apofile's excommunication, Gal. I. 8.' And 
if the be not actually guilty of both, it will be 
difficult at leafi, I believe abfolutely il1lpofli­
bIe, to (hew ,vhat church or perron ever was, 
that named the name of CbrilL If foundnefs 
of doCtrine and purity of worfhip arc dTelltial 
marks of a true church, as the'1 ~11l0\V ; \\"(; -
mufl: look for thelD, not ill tbat of Rome, bu~ 
eIfe-where ; unlefs we proceed upon the 
quaint l11$lxim of one who I:iid, tlJat WhOC\Tl' 

would find what he is in fC;Jrcb ot~ mu!llool~ 
for it 'i.vhere it is 11,~t, :l~ well as where it i:,. 
And if there mnrks arc w<1I1ting, anot:lcr, 
which tbey like\vife bOJilof, muf1 :1!Co f~il 
them; viz. holinels: At lenIr, it is not eJly 
to fee how that C:111 be nI1 holy church, bow-

• 

c\'er catholic it m:1y hc, in which il!l::h :1(-10-
• 

minable idobtry is pL1~lic~y amllOriz,:d, ;Jill! 
univcrfaJly pradifed . 

. It further appe:ns from hellce, '\"h{lt grc~jt 
danger there is of perdition in the comll1tlliicl])' 
of this church; erery true fon 8.nd cia ugh ter of 
which is, and muir be, an iJobtcr. The wrath 
of God has not been revealed from jJcm::n marc 
frequently, or in morc awful terms, againH: any 
one cla[s of finncrs, tha.n agu.inft iliobtcrs. And 
one of the molt diHil1~uiflljl1,C!: char,ltkrs of the 

f' r '!' '! r IJ' great apo.t:lry • rn:n tnc JeWl}, lorcto , IS 
" : . idolatry> 
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idolatry, wili-wotlhip, a voluntary; affeCled hu-' 
mility, and worlhippillg of angels and demons·. 
, The Spirit fpake exprefly, that in the latter 
times fome ihould apollatize from the faith, 
giving heed to erroneous fpirits, and doB-rines 
concerning demons, thro' the hypocrify of 
lyars, having feared confciences ; . forbidding to 
marry, and commanding to abfl:ain from meats~ 
which God,' &c.1I- . It is fo much eaGer to find 
all thefe charaCters in a certain church now in 
the world, than the marks of a true one; that 
there is hardly any room to· doubt about the . -
right application of them. . 

The ancient Babvlon \vas famous for idola--try; of whieh it [eems to have been the firll: 
[cat aftcr the flood; perhaps was the principa:l, 
for a confidcrable time before either Egypt. or 
Ph~nicia obtained the infamous preheminence~ 
If [0, this fuggcfts one intelligible rearon, why' 
the apof!:ate, idolatrous party in the chriman 
world fuould be dcfigncd by the fpirit of pro­
phecy, under the title of Babylon: And even 
the Romancatholics generally own, that Rome 
is the Babylon of the new teHament ; only they 
fay, it is Rome pagan, not chriman. Which, 
tho' [aid without any good rearon, and even con­
trary to llrong evidence, was yet necefiary for 
them to fay; unlefs they would farther own, that 
the mafl: dreadful CUl-fcs in the whole bible are 

. . . poinred 

* I Tim. IV. J, 2. 3. TIle antllOr has followed the learned 
and excelJ€nt :'tiL .lot". Mede's trallfhtion of this palfage.· 
'fhit:h is tmquelliclllbly th~ moft ~r,:n~m<!tical and [roper. 
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pointed dir~Clly againfr themfelves; for there 
~re" pointed againfl: Babylon. Nor is it wholly 
unworthy-of remark, that the modern Babylon 
41lfo nearly refembles the ancient in refpdt of 
th6 fparticular kind of death, which !he inflias 
on thofe, who renounce-her idolatrous worlhip. 
In the ancient, they who would not faU down 
and worfhip idols, were caft into a furnace of 
fire-: In the modern, burning to death :is the 
fJtdinafY punilhmen~ for fuen dilfenters and 
fchifmatics; and in her is fltl1ld the hlood of 
prophets and of faints. The former was a moll 
lnh\lman enemy and perfecutor of God's peo­
pIe: But" yet, where fhe flew her thoufands, 
the Jatter has {lain her ten thoufands. So much 
does the pretended only true and unerring 
church exceed the ancient Babylon in execrable 
(,:~uelty, perfecutidn and tyranny! 

Altho' there- had been no other weighty oh ..... _ 
jeCtion qgainfl: the church of Rome, bcfides her 
jdolatry, this alone would fufficiently jufiify thoCe 
who have renounced her communion: 'I'or what 
~ agreement ha.th thetemple of God with idols!' 
or his worfhip, with that of bread, demons and 
images? But fo enormoufly anrichrifiian is this 
church in many other refpeCls, that we might 
almofl- reckon idohmy itfelf among her leffer 
errors and abominations! In one view of it, in­
deed, or merely as it affeCls civil fociety, it is 
far from being the greatell-. No perfon, fureiy, 
c,:an ever want good authority to leave the com.., 
mQ!1ion of fuch i! chur(:h. A wa.rrant for it may 

- be 
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be found in almoll every page of the bible j par­
ticularly Revd. xviii. Where, after.il defcriptiort 
of Babylon as 'fallen,' or apoHatized j as 
become the habitation of demon~ [,t";~'Y;"'~vJ and 
a cage of every lmclean and hateful bird, 
&c. it follows, 'And I heard a voice froth 
, heaven, faying, Come out of her, my pcople~ 
, that yc be not partakers of her fins, and that 
, ye receive not of her plagues: For her fins 
: have reached unto heaven, and God hath te~ 
'. memberedhcr iniquities.' This is .fufficient 
warrant to come out of.3. church, whether 
Rome or any other, to which tlie chara&ers o( 
Babylon aCtually agree. And how much foeve~ 
the church of Rome may curfe thofe .of theRe": 
formation, or imprecate upon them the \ren" 
geance of Peter, Paul, the !{.ueen qf heaven, and; 
the other faints; we may be pretty [ure, that 
they have neither power. nor inclination td­
harm us on this account; tltat they will hei­
iller dcfiroy. us thcmfetves, nor pray God to dd­
it. They who invocate them to this end, in 
[olemn form, and fupport and propagate what 
they mi[~call religion, by. perfecution, fite and· 
[word; have far more reafon to fear the im" 
precations of thofe faints that were fiaill for the· 
\vord of God. and for the tcflimony which they 
held; whom Tohn faw under the altar, while­
they' cried whh a loud ,'oice, faying, How 
'long, 0 Lord, holy and true, doft thou il0t 
, judge and avenge our blood on them that­
~ dwell on the earth l't .. , 0 Babylon, ~f ~hoti 

f"area • 
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feareft not the imprecations of thorc faints s 
who have been Ilain in and by thee, for the 
teftimony which they held agai,nH: thy idolatry, 
and other abominations; at leal1: feat him, 
whom all fainrs and angels adore. Thou haft 
made kings and nations drunk with the wine of 
thy fomication; and thyfelf with the blood 

'of the martyrs of Jefus. And tho' thou 
glorifiel1: thyfelf, andlivdl: ddicioully by fraud, 
oppreillon and blood, faying, l)it a queen, anJ 
jhal! fee 110 jorrow; yet know, (hat thy day is 
coming: For jlrong if tbe Lord God ,d:o 
judgeth thee! t 

Detefiable as the idolatry of the church of 
Rome is, there are o~her of 11er principles and 
praCl:ices, as has been illtimated, which mo:'(' 
immediately affeCl: the peace and order of civil 
foday, the honor of princes, and the liberty 
and common rights of mankind. Our cOl1tro­
verfy with her is not merely a religious one: 
It is not, on our part, only a defence of the 
woriliip of one God by one Mediator, in op­
pofition to that of a thoufand demons or idols; 
of the authority of the facred oracles, in oppo­
£Irion to that of idle legends and traditions; 
and of fober reafon in oppofition to the groffefl: 
fanaticifm: But a defence of our la ws, liberties, 
and civil lights as men, in oppofi.tion to the 
proud claims and encroachments of ecclefiafti· 
cal perfons, who under the pretext of religion, 
and faving mens fouls, would engrofs all power 
and property to rhemfelves, and reduce us to 

the 
, 
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the moO: abj~Cl: flavery: It is a defCi:ncc, if I 
may fa exprefs it, bf the common fights of 
feeing, hearing, touching, [melling, tafling; aU 
whitlr'popery attacks and undermines, by the 
doclrihe of tranfubftantiation; and would take 
them from us, as a means of making us dutiful 
fans, or rather wretched flaves of the church. 
\Ve mull not fee, tall:e or fmell, but as the 
church is pleafed to give us leave. If {he fuews 
us a morfd of bread, or a drop or two of wine, 
after the prieft has played a few tricks with it; 
we muft believe it is no longer bread or wine, 
but God. And whatever elfe fue declares, we 
inuft implicitly receive it on her authority, on 
pain of being burnt in this world, and damned 
in the next! So important is this conrroverfy, 
as the honourable founder of this lcaure well 
knew; having himfelf written and pubIi!hed a 
learned di lfenation relative thereto. t Altho' 
we had no regard for true religion, yet we 
ought in reafon and prudence to deteft the 
church of Rome, in the fame degree that we 
prize our freedom. Her laws, more arbitrary 
than thofe of Draco, are, in end):, like his, all 
written in blood. Popery and liberty are in­
compatible j at irreconci!cable enmity ,,,ilh 
each other. May graciolls Bcayt'n ever prc­
fen'e us [Clam the one, and biers llS with 
the other: At leaH, if \ye are (wr to be [0 
unhappy as to lole our liberty, God grant the 
lars nJay not be ag~ravated, by h:lving it taken 
from us either by lordly, tyranIiicd prieOsjor by 

G tll0f~ 
:j: all ' jj~ves, and fOlds ,.f men, Rei'. XVIII: J 3. 
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thofe of the laity, from whom we have the beft 
reafon to expeCt the defence and fecurity ofit. 

Popery is now making great fhides in Eng­
land; as great, perhaps, as it did in the reign 
either of Charles or James the fecond: I pray 
God, things may not at length be brought to 
as bad a pafs! Thoufands of weak and wicked 
Proteftants are annually pcrvcrted to an impi­
ous, horrid fyil:em of tYlanny over the bodies 
and fouls of men; which lefs deferves the 
name of religion, than that of an olltrage on 
the [enfes, and molt valuable rights of men, 
and a fatire upon God. If we may believe 
thofe who pretend to kno\", and probably do, 
popiih prie1ts, jefuirs, and other emiifaries, arc 
very open and bold in om mother-country of 
late years, meeting with no vigorom oppofi­
tion: And even popijb hi/hol)S rljide there, (Illd 

go about to exerciJe t'l'tl)' /Jart qf tl.Jeir jzmc7ilJll, 

'without oJlence. It iecms, thac is far lefs good 
old protefbnt zeal than wcre to be wiD1Ccl and 
expected: Many, who call themfdyes prote­
fiants, look upon popery as an harmle[s, in­
different thing, notwithftanding its inherent, 
rdUcfs, intolerant malignity, and mofl: deftruc­
tive tendency. Heaven only knows what the 
end of thefe things will be; the profpcCl: i~ 
alarming! 

The agcnts of Rome, ever rcfllefs and fchem­
ing, C01Jlp4~' fla (wd fand Ii) md:e proji'{)'le.r; 
going about continuai!y from country to coun­
try,/eekin,g wbom tL(y 1/10)' de-.:our: And, pro. 

1~!1l"'ll \." I.J_L .. , 
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bably, there is no protefiant country, in which 
there are not fame of them, at lean lurking, if 
they dare not difcover themfelves. We fhould 
not be ignorant of their devices; nor ever off 
our guard againfi them. May this feminary of 
learning. may the people, minifiers and churches 
of New-England, ever be prefervcd from popiIh, 
and all other pernicious errors. Our Saviour, 
on a memorable occaGon, faid to the tempter, 
, It is written, Thou £halt worIhip the Lord thy 
, God, and him only £halt thou [erve.' If our 
popiIh tempters are not confounded and Glen,,' d 
with the like anfwer, it feems as if tbey had 
even le[s modefiy than he, who once faid, as 
the church of Rome now, in effect, faith; If 

• 

thOll 7uilt fall d07Ull and worjhip ME, all jIJal! 
be thine. 

To conclude: They who would keep them­
fdves pure from every fpecies of idolatry, mull: 
not only abHain from the worlhip of idols in 
the common grofs fenfe, as.pra~i[ed by Pagans 
and Papins; but alfo from an inordinate love 
of this world, its pleafures and enjoyments; 
and love God fupremely. The apof1:le niles a 
covetous man 'an idolater':-r For there are 
many that make gold their hope, and fay unto 
the fine gold, 'Thall art my confidence,' even 
before it is formed into an image by art, and 
man's device. By the fame rule, all other 
wicked I11tll arc in fome fenfe idolaters. What­
ev~r ufurps that place, that preheminence in 

the 
r Eph. v. 5. anq Col. Ill. 5. 
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the affections of men, which is due to God 
alone; that is their idol, that is their God. 
How many idolaters are thele then, even among 
protcllanrs? They only, who love God above 
all things, worfuip him in fpirit and in truth, 
whatever church they live in commuion with. 
May fuch worfllippers, whom the Father 
fceketh, be increafed in every church, to his 
glory; even till ' THE MAN OF SIN,' whofe 
coming is after the working of fatan, with all 
deccivablenefs of unrighteol1filefs in them that 
perilh, fuall finally be confumcd by the breath 
of thcLord, and' deHroyed with the brightnefs 
, of hi~ coming'!;;< 

'" 2 TheJr. II. 

PAGE 30. line 12 from the top, read, thofe things 

Advertifement. 
FTER repeated inquiry, the author could never 

obtain a fight either of the whole Rofarie of the 
Virgin Mary, or of the whole Mary-Pfa/ter. Thofe 
pans of them, which are produc~'~ in the foregoing 
difcourfe, were feleCted from among' others of the 
£'1me tenor, and tranflated by him from the Latin, as 
he found it cited by authors of repuration; particularly 
doctor Henry More. For other citations he is wholly 
accountable himfelf. Many other prayers to the 
Liims, even in the early ages of the church, may be 
{een in Sir 1. Newton's Obfervations on Daniel, &c. 
I'art 1. ch. 14. And among [hem a pretty remarkable 
prayer of Gregory Nazianzen to St. Athanafius; the 
latter of whom, as Sir Ifaac obfen-es, 'even from hi:> 
, yomh, IooIied upon the dead faims as mediators of 
, our prayers,' &c. 
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