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----SHALL there be evil in a city, 
and the LORD hath not done it? 

• 

HAT devafl:ation hav,e we lately feen made 
in a few hours! How many houfes, and 
other buildings, fuddenly confumed ! How 
much wealth deftroyed! How many, un-

happy families, rich and poor together, left deftitute 
of any habitation, except thofe which either private 
friendlhip, or public charity fupplied! What diftrefs 
in every face; fome mourning their own unhappy lot, 
others tenderly fympathizing with them; and none 
knowing when, or wher~, the wide defolation would 
terminate ! -

" AFFLICTIOlf --
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L1 Sermon occafi91ted oJ the 6 
• 

- . - -". , 
" AffLICTION cometh not forth of the dull, nei­

" ther doth trouble fpring out of the ground ;" to be 
fure, not [uch trouble and affiiCtion as this; a calami­
ty, fa great and cxtenfive! This is a vifitation of pro­
videnCe, w hith demands a feriotls -and religious can­
fideration. And it is with a view to lead you into 
fome proper reflexions on this melancholy oecarion, 
th~t I have chofen the words read, for the [ubjet!: of 
my difcourfe at this time: " Shall ther.e be evil In a 
city," faith the propher, " and the LORD hath not 
" done it ?" . . . , -

IT is to be obfervcd, that altho' thefe words bear 
the form of a queftion, the cleGgn of them is firongly 
to affeTt, that there is no evil in a city, which t~eLor~ 
hath not done. Inrerragarory forms of expreffioH, 
are often to be thus undc:rftood: I mean, as the -moft 
peremptory, and animated kind of aflirmations. Thus, 
for example, when it is demand<i'd· "Can a man take 
" fire in his bofom, and his cloaths not be burnt ?" t 
Every. one'lir'ldedtands thiS, as equivali:ot to a{f~rting 
the impoilibility hereof in the ftronge!l: terms. So, 
when it is afkecl, ". Can a man be profitable unto 
" God? Or is it gain to him. that thou makeO: thy 
" ways pertdl? Will he reprove thee for fear of 
" thee ?"* A peremptory denial of thefe feveral 
things, is univcr[dly undrrllood by thOfe queilions. 
As if it had been faid, Verily, a man cannot be profita­
table unto God! ,&c. And when, after a reprcfenta­
tion of the great wickednefs and depravity of the 
Jewifh nation, i( is immediately iubjoincd, "Shall I 
" not vilit fiJr thel': things? !;lith the Lord: Shall 
" not my [')01 b<.: avenged on [uell a nation as [his ?"II 
It is equiv;llenr to ;! Fofitjvc denl1ncj~tiorl of the divine 
venaeance ;w,l:nft tht /inful ptOI)le: and cI'en more 

b " 
expre!Iive, than it it had been l:tid directly- I will vi-

fit 
t P 0 '-J "' • " L "\'! 1 " 0 ' 11 Jor '1 "? r y, t. ... .),l).~.~ .. , -1 J' It, t., Ii, ",' 
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lit fQr'thefe thing~ :).\1y foullhalJ ~. ayengeq 'Pflr 
futh a nation liS this. This, wO\l!d p;t'(e. llNen ~om., 
paratively a cold, unal1imateQ way 9f fp~*iog; fljL 
lefs adapted to make an iJUpre$on on '~h~ reader Cl.P: 
hearer, than the Qthel", '.. i 

, • 
• 

TUll manner of e~premon in the teJ!:t, is QbviouGy } 
the fame with that, in the pa/fagesquoteq. .above; be~, 
iog more forcible tb;tn a limple affirmation Vi'0~19 h~vc:, 
been, without fome note Qf alfeveratioo preceediog .. 
It is as if it h~d been faid, Verily, or, furely, there is' 
no evil in a city, and the Lord hath not done it. 

. . . 

HOWEVER, to prevent a dangerOtis error here, it 
mull: be particularly remember\l, Chilt by " evil U ill 
the , ~ext, is not meant moral evil, or fin; but only. 
natural, viz, pain, affiiCl;ion and calamity. It cannot 
be fuppofed, that the prophet intended to at~ribute any 
Qthereyil to God, as the author of it, be{j.pes the lat .. 
ter. J' Far be it from God, that he thould do wick­
"edly; and from the Abnighty, that he /hould per,,: 
" vert judgment!" Nor can the (inful and evil ailion~ 
of men, properly be attributed tp him.; or to aJlY 
over-ruling providence of his, conlidered as their im-: 
pulfive caufe, or as making them become /leceffary. 
" Let no man fay [therefore] when he is t~mpted, 
" I am tempted of God: for God Cannot be telllpte<l 
" with evil, neither tempteth he any man. But every 
" man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own 
" lull:, and enticed. Then when lull:, hath conceived, 
" it bringeth forth fin."t This is the acCOunt which 
the apoftie gives of the origin of lin, or moral e'/il: 
beyond which, if we pretend to go, in the way of fpe. 
culation and refinement; we {ball probably, at befr, 
only amufe ourfelves, anp perhaps not be innocent. 
If God is not properly faid~ even to ~' tempt ~~ men 

to 
t James I. 13, 14, IS· 
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to do evil; much lefs can it be truly faid, that' he 
compels them to do it, by any fecret energy, or ope­
ration, of his. We are doubtlefs, therefore, to under­
ftand the prophet as fpeaking here, only of natural 
evil, in contradiftintlion from moral: So that- it will, 
amount to thi~, that God is the author of all thofe 
calamities and fufferings, which at any time'befal a 
city, or community. They are not to be looked on 
as the effe& of chance, or accident; which are but 
empty names; but as proceeding ultimately' from 
him, the fupreme governor of the world ; and this, 
even tho' they are more immediately and vifibly ow­
ing to the folly, or vice and wickednefs, of men. 

To fay, in this fenfe, that thece is no evil in a city, 
which the Lord hath not done, is indeed no more, in 
effeCl:, than to affert the univerfal government and 
providence of God; which, I fuppofe, we all believe, 
whatever difficulties may attend our fpeculations on 
the fubjeCl:. If God is the fupreme ruler of the world, 
and exercifeth 1uch a univerfal government over it, as 
the fcriptures every where fuppofe and teach, and as 
nothing but folly or impiety can deny; he mult, in 
fame fenfe, either mediately or immediately, be the 
author of whatever events come to pars in it. We 
cannot fuppore that there are any evils, or calamities; 
whether public or private, in the producHon whereof 
he has no concern, and which he did not deftgn, with­
(lut a partial denial of his dominion and providence. 
For if any events come to pars, contrary to, or befide 
his derign, or without, and independently of him; his 
dominion is not an univerfal dominion, nor does his 
kingdom rule over all, as the fcriptures alfert. Thefe 
events, if any fuch there are, are plainly exceptions to 
the univerfality of his government; being, according 
to the fuppofition itrelf, fuch as were neither done, nor 

ordered 
• 

• 

, 



, 
, 

, Fire in Bofion, Jt!arch 1760. ) 

ord'ered by him. But furely no man but an athien; 
or at leaft one who difbeJieves .the holy fcriptures, can 
think there are really any fuch events. It is not, Iefs 
a dictate of reafon, chan i~ is a doftrine of fcripture, 
that as all thllig~ have one common Creator, they are 
all lubjeCl: to one common Lord, and under ooe fu~ 
preme adminiftration; fo that nothing doe~, or can 
come to pafs, but in conformity to his will, either pofi­
tive or permimve. The denial of which mull: termi~ 
nate, not merely Iii the denial of a univerfal fuper­
intending providence, but of one or other of God's 
attributes; either his omni[cience, or his omnipotence, 
if not of both. 

SOME public calamities are indeed, :\~ was intimated 
above, more immediately and vilibly the Lord's do­
ings than others. He is, however, to be acknowledg­
ed 3S the author of then1' all in general; not excepting 
thofe which are brought upon us by the infirumen­
tality of fllbordiR3te agents. Thefe ~re all ju~iect [0 

his dominion and cohtrblil; and dependent' upon him 
ill their varibus operations ; at leaft fo far that they 
can do us no harm, but by his will and confen!. ' 

IT may be thought indeed by fome, that God is 
more properly raid: onty to permit, than to be himftIf 
the author of thofe eVils, whether public or private, 
which are brought upon' us' immediately by inferior, 
agents; or thro' the wicked devices and practices of 
men. It is not worth while to difpute this point, 
which is rather a quell:ion of words and names, than 
of things. For it mull: be obferved, that when the 
word permiffion is ufed in this cafe, it implies in it a 
w:n and delign, that the things permitted fuould ac':' 
tually come to pafs. When God is faid to permic- _ 
~ny thing, the meaning hereof is not merely this, that 

B he - . 
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loJe does not prevent it ; for in this fenre, we alfo might 
be faid to permit whatever happens throughout the 
univerf .. , tho' it were 'n'ot in our power to prevent 
it: The, impropriety of which way of fpeaking, 
would be obvious to all. When we fpeak of God's 
permitting things, we mean that he does fo, knowingly 
and .voluntarily, having at the fame time power to 
prevent, them, if he pleafed. He might doubtlefs, if 
he pbfed, ptevent them by all immedate interpofi­
tion; or he might hwe originally predifpofed and Of­

dered things at lIerwife, and in fuch a manner, that 
tq& particd.lf events lhould never have come to 
pars. For which reafon, God's permitting them, 
fcems to amount to a poutive wiH, or determination, 
that they fh Juld come to pars; or at leaft, not to differ 
very materi:llly herefrom. 

Bu r not to enter into any niceties upon a fubjetr. 
fa intricate in its nature; I {hall content my felf with 
obferving here, that, in the language of fcripture. 
God is not raid to permit, but to do, thofe things in, 
general, which come to pafs under his government, 
evil as well as good. "I am the Lord, faith he, and 
" there is none elfe: I form the light, and create 
" dJrknefs: I mlke peace, and create evil ; I the 
"Lord do all thefe thii1g~."t The fcriptures do 
not fpeak of God as an unconcerned, or inaaive 
fpeaator, of any events; but as the author of them; 
and particulJrly the author of all the calamities whic·j, 
befal mankind. ' Only we are to take heed, that we 
do not fo conceive of his over-ruling providence, as 
to make him the author, or approver, of mens finful 
actions. We are to afcribe to him the moft univerfal 
dominion and agency, conli!l:ent with this necdfary 
caution, or limitation. I fay, conli!l:ent with this; left 
we Ihould ~e chargeable with blafpheming ~od, un­

der • .. 
+ Ifai. XLV. 6. 7. 
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<let the fhew and appearance of doing honor to him. 
And fame there are, who could not perhaps eali1y 
acquit themfelves of this charge; in refpeCl: of the mall­
ner in which they exprefs th~mfdves on the fubjetl 
of God's providence and decrees-. 

BUT to wave every thing of a controverGal nature, 
for which this is not, to be fure, a proper occaGon ; 
let me here jufi, mention a few of thofe many pub­
lic calamities, which God brings upon mankind tram 
age to age. For the ways are numerous. in which 
he manifefls his righteous difpbfure again!1: 
finful nations j and many the evils which he brings 
all wi~kea cities and communities, from one gene,· 
ration to another. He fitteth upon the circuit of 
the earth j and all nations are before him Ids Ihan 
nothing and vanity. All things are fllbjeCl to his 
cantrall I ; and he makes ufe of them in various ways, 
to accomplilh the defigns of his providence. Fire 
and hail, filOW and vapour, and fl:ormy winds, fulfil 
his pleafure : and the flars in their coudes, at his 
command, fight againfl: his enemies. 

GOD fometimes lays cities defolate by the fword 
of their enemies. N umbcrlefs infiances hereof are 
particularly recorded in facred flory. And this is 
one of the ways, in which God has often thrcatncd 
(0 ehafiize a wicked and rebelJioll~ people. This 
~hrcatning was executed in a moa terrible manner, 

. even all his chofen people Ilrael, after thay had 
filled up the meafllre of their iniquities: when Jeru­
faiem was turned into an heap of ruins by the Ro­
mailS, whom he armed and fent againil it, 

AT other times God m:lIlifefls his righteous di f­
:Jlea!ilre againfr wicked cities and COUll tries, by fa-
• B .. ' 

L. mUle. 
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, 
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m;r.~. Thu5 he re:ninds his people ~rracl, for their 
'\':'arnil;g, of what he h . .d formerly done_:lgainft them 
i!l lhis way; and reproves them for their fiubborn­
l;C~ under hi, afflicting hand. "I h:lVe given YOll 

" deanne::: of tecth .in all your eides, and want c£ 
" bread . I have WilhholJcn the rain from you, whcn 
" there were yet three months to lhe barveH; And 
" I caured it ro rain on one city, and caured it not 
" to fain. on :mother dry I have fi)1ilten YOll with 
.< b\:;fiin~ :mJ n;iIJcw. When your gardens and 
" Yinc\'~rJ:;, :lnd your fig-trces, and olive-trees in­
" ere.lled, the p11lllcr-worm dn'ourcd them: yet yc 
" 11lvc not returned UntO me, faith the Lord t .. 

THE pdlilencc is anothef of thofe terrible judg. 
rncnrs, by \yhich God [ometimcs lays citi,es and coun~ 
tries dcfobte. The lir:lelircs \~ ere ofvm puniJh~d 
for· their fins in th::; way, as -they had been before 
thr~lrn('J. "I h31tc fcnt amonr,fl: you the pcfli~ 
"!enec", [,:,h God to thcm. " afler the manner of 
" ,Egypt :t:1d hre made the flink of your camps 
" ro come up un:o your nullril,: yet have ye not 
,e '· .... '"llr~o 1 u"to ~C" ....... ;. J. ..... U.u ,U . .io. 

, 

1h~Y cities h:n'c been ddlroyed bj terri,ble eJrth­
C;tiJ;';C, j k>mc imirelv; :rnd others fo, far, as to be , . 
h:ir:; mo UlTICnts of God's rightco:» dilplca[ure, 

O . t' I ." d'd ·:'f!TT1::G In!1t1:11e:-~:>le ot 1er C:l:;;ln11tlcs::tn JLl g-
r:-::-nl~, by \'I:hicn God makt:s kno\.p,"n his \vrath ~g3ill!l: 

wic::c;J c:ri::s; I fbll here only filbjoill that of dero­
h~;ij.~ i~!('. Tb:J~ G0:i rhie.Jtned tl1c J~ing of Baby ... 
Jon of t·U. "13:h:>iJ, I am a!:(linH thee, 0 thou , 
" n' ,f'. ,_e_ .. .l I~:·ll t 1- n LoeJ God of' l'oOs' fior h'.t "<.d. ~II, I..... .) J •• , 

" !;:\. (:~~y ~~ come, ~nd the rin1c th~t I \vill vifit 
• • 

"' :Le :\nd I , ... ·ill k~i~.:UC a fire in his c1cic)} :1od it , 

,n 
••• 

" lha1! -
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" fhall devour round about him t. ), How many 
cities have been thus laid in ruins!? fame by £rc 
£I·om heave!!, or mighty tempelb of' thunder and 
lighting, a.s Sodom and Gomorrha: 'Of which Cities 
it is faid, that they are " fet forth for an example. 
" fuffering the vengeance of eternal Ere; called 
eternal, becaufe thofe cities were never rebuilded. but 
remained to all generations the monuments of God's 
wrath. But thofe fires by \\> hich God deftroys, or 
forely chafrizes, proud and wicked cities, are not 
always thus kindled from heaven, as it were imme­
diately by the breath of God. They are more frc'! 
quently lighted up by other means j ,either by treach­
erous inrcfrine enemies with defign, or accidentally 
by other perfons. But by whatever means it come~ 
to paIS, it is not done but by the will and appoint­
ment of God, who over-rules all thefe events, ,and 
has, doubdefs, important ends to accomplilh by 
them. * 

ALAS 1 
t Jer. L. 31, 32. 

• • 

'*' ONE of the greaten and moll terrible lires known, was t1,at 
of LONDon ill the reign of Charles II. A. D. 1666. Of 
which the reader may pleafe to take the following account, 
elttralted from Dr _ Smollm'.Compleat Hillory of England. 

'. , , 

" ABOUT this period, fays he, London was expofed to a ter­
rible di(a{lcr from a conflagration which broke out on the third 
day of September, in the honfe of a baker, ,The 1Iames, aug­
mented by a I!rongly eallerly wind, raged with furpriGng vio­
lence. They dellroyed lilt bundred ilreets, includin/l eighty­
nine churches, many horpit~ls and public edifice., alld thirteen 
tboufand two hand red private hoofes. The ruins compreben­
ded four hundred and thirty-lix acres of ground. The con­
JlagratiGn coutinued three days, notwithtlanding all the endea­
vours that could be ufed to Ilop its progrefs, the king and 
duke aflifling perfonall}' on horfe-back, from the lirl! alarm to 
its total celf.tion. At length, when all hope had vanilhed, and 
ell: wretched inhabitants were oTerwhelmed with conllcrnation 

, , and 
• 

, 

• 
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ALAS! We n~ed not go to dillant countries for 
examples of cllam'ides of this kind. This capital of 
the province has feveral time, luffcred feverely by 
means of fire : ~ Particularly about fifty years ago, 
when a cOllliderable part of the town was reduced 
(0 ruins t, Since which there have been divers de­
flruftive fires in the tOWll, tho' all of them far leG 
cxtcnii\,e amI ruinous. All of them, ,I mean, except­
ing that of the laft week, which was doubrlefs by 
far the molt terrible vifitation of the kind, that ever 
it experienced; whether we conGder the number of 
the building3, the value ot the effecls confumed, 
or the multitude of people reduced (0 want and 
mi(cry hereby. Some perions of eaiy, comfortable 
f~,rrul1CS, arc brought at once into a !late of depen­
dence but little better than that of beggary: Some, 
(If large and affiucnt ones, have loft the greater part 
()f what they polfclfed: Whilft others of the poorer 
10rt h:lVe 10ft all; and are, for the prefent, deprived 
of all means of getting a fubGfience; fo that they mllft 
either perilh, or become a public charge. 

• 
SOME 

~nJ uefplir, it fuddenly ceafed, and was intircly extinguialed, , 
after having reduced many thoufand families from affiucncc to 
mifery, and the moa f10urifhing city in Europe to a deplorable 
heap of rubbifh. Nevcrthelefs the fpirit of the people did not 
!ink under this calamity. London foon rofe mOre beautiful 
{ronl its anles. The king _ regulated the plans 
of the new Ilrceu, 10 as to render them morc fpacious and 
connnicn; than thofe which had been burned, And he pro­
l:ibitcd the ufe of lath and timber, as materials for the coo­
r."l·:lion of IRe houres. The narrownefs of the lhem had 
lOot only fubjdled them to cafualtics of this nature, but alfo 
Fcrcnlcc\ a free circul-atioo of a.r, which being impregnated 
',;th ar.imal npors, was apt to putrify, and produce infc:aious 
ciillcmpers, infomuch that London was fearee ever free from a 
.:onlagioll ; whereas no fueh di!lempcr has appeared fince the 
c;:y was rebuilt. " 

~ IOrn.rd, of ~." hllOdrcJ bui1ding~ were then confumcd. 

, 
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SOME circuml1:ances preceeding and attending this 
great difa(l:er, are not unworthy of aur particular no­
tice. Fires have been more frequent in the town of 
late, than perhaps th~y have ever been in tim~s palt. 
It is but three or four months iince a confiderablc fire 
happened, whereby many perfons were great [u/ferers. t 
A few week s after this, another fire broke out; by 
which; tho' not fo many dwelling-houft:s were con­
fumed, yet perhaps as much damage was fufrained. * 
And for three days fucceffivdy before this lafr,al1d moIl: 
terrible conflagration happened, the town was alarmed 
by fire. The firft of thefe fires broke alit at a very 
fmall di!l:ance from this place; II it got to a great htad, 
and threatned to lay wa(l:e this part of the town,together 
,vith this hou[e of prayer, the hou[e of God, wherein 
we are now alI'embled; on which the fire had aCtually 
taken hold. But, thro' the good providence of God. 
this very dangerous flame was happily extingliilhed. 
without the intire confumption at anyone d\\'clling­
houfe: and we are 'again permitted, contrary to the 
expeCtation of many, to a{f~mble ourfdves for the wor­
{hip of God, as u[ual, in this piKe. So that we have', 
in this refpeB:, caufe to fing of mercy, while', in others, 
we fing of judgment. 

THE alarm on the next day, viz. on tuefda)" was 
very great, and not without {uilicient reafon : When,by 
fome means, the Laboratory of the royal train of artillery 
here took fire, and was blown up; when the. ar'join­
jng buildings took the fire aHa, which was in imminent 
danger of being communicated to the king's flores, in 

which, 
t At Olive/'s dock; about 12 or I) families being then burnt 

out. . . 
'" At the wenerly part of the town; when two rope-walks, 

with their apparatus. were aef1royed ; and other effects to 
the value of fome thoufands of pounds. 

!l On Monday, March 17th . 

• 

-
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which, it is [aid, ~ large quantity of powder, charged 
lheHs, &c. were repofited. The :tpprehenfion of the 
fire's making its way to thefe flores, and of the fatal 
confequences that might thence enfut', put the town 
into a general confternation. It was fame time before 
people thought it prudent, or advileable, to approach 
the fire, fo as to ufe any methods to extinguifu it. But 
on further information, and a more exaCt knowledge 
of the fituation and circumnances of things, they ap'­
plied theinfelves to the bunnefs with great alertnefs and 
refolution. And thus this fire was extinguifhed, when 
it had done only a fmall part of the damage that waS 
apprehended from it; tho' in itfelf that was not in­
confiderable. 

THE day following,t different parts ofthe town, at 
ciffercnt times, were alarmed with the cry of fire. It 
did not, however, then get to a confiderable head any 
where, fo a!> to become dangerous: Only as there IS' 

always fome danger from a fire, tho' but fmall, iil fueh 
a town as this ;efpecially in ruch a dry and windy time 
as it was then. 

By thefe fires was ufhered in, that far greater, and 
more fatal one, which has left fa confiderab!e a part 
of the town in defolation and ruin. '* And there 
is one thing that deferves to be particularly men­
tioned with reference hereto; as it may tend to lead· 
us into a proper confideration of the providence of 
God in this affair. When this fire broke out, and for 
fome time before, it was almofl: calm. And had it 
continued fo, the fire might probably have been ex-

. tinguifued in a lhort time, before it had done much 

• 

. damage, 
t Wedoefday the 19th • 

• 

to It was dircovered between oDe and two o'cluck on Thu,rday 
morging, the 20th. 

• 
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damage; confidering the remarkable refolution and 
dexterity of many people :imonglt us on [uch occafi,0ns. 
But it fc:ems that God, who had fpared us btfore be~ 
yond our hopes, w'as now determined to Jet loofe his 
wrath upon us; to ,. rtbukt: us in his anger, and 
,,' challen us,in his hot dilpleafure." In order to the 
:Iccomplilhing of which defign, foon after the fire 
broke out, he caufed his wind to blow; anCi fuddenly 
raifed it to fuch an height, that al! endeavours to put 
a' ftop to the raging Haoles, were irielfecrual: Tho' 
there feems to' ha ve been no want, either o( an y pains 
or prudence, which could be expeCted at fuch a time. 
The Lord had purpofed, and who fhould difannul it ? 
His hand was ftretched out, and who fhould turn it 
back. + " 'When he giveth <;juietnefs, who then can 
niake trouble? and when he hideth his face, who then, 
can behold him? whether it be done againfr a nation, 
or agaillll a man only."" It had been a dry featon 
for fame time.; unufually fa tor the time uf year;­
The houfes, and other things" were as fuel prepared 
for the fire to feed on: And the flames were fuddenly 
fpread, and propagated to di!tant places. So that, in 
the frJlce of a few hours, the fire fwept all before it 
iri tht: direCl:ion of the wind; fpreading wider and wi­
der from the place where it began, till it reached the 
water. Nor did it ftop even there, without tht: de- ' 
firucrion of thewharrs, with' feveral velfds lying at 
them, and the immin(!nt danger of many others.1I We' 
may now, with fufficient propriety, adopt the words, 
of the Pfalmift, and apply them to our own ca1amitous 

, - ", C' circum-
t Ilai. XIV. 27. .. Job XXXIV. 29· 

R One large /hip, aDd eight or nine other vetrels were burnt: 
One' of which was loaded, or partly loaded, with the king's 

,ordnance-flores, ready to fail. The south-battery 00 the 
water's fide was alfo deflroyed ; when fome barrels of pow­
der taking 6re, the explofion was heard, aDd~cvcll.thc.lhock 
felt, at many miles dillaBce, 

• 

• 
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• 

circumf1:ances, " .Come, behold the works of the Lord, 
" what defolation he hatQ made in the earth." So 
melancholy a feene,occafioned by firt', was, to qe fure, 
never beheld before in America; at lea!\: not in the 
Btitifh dominions. And when I add, God grant that 
the like may. never be beheld again, 1 am fure you 
will all fay, Amen ! 

1M fllOrt, this muft needs be confidcred, nd~ on~1 
:IS a very great, but public calamity. It will be many 
years before tbis town, long burthened with fo great, 
not to fay, difproporrionarc, a !hare of the public 
I'xpences, will r~cover itfdf from the terrible blow. 
Nor will this metropolis only be affeCted and prejudi­
ced hereby. The whole provinc/! will feel it. For 
fueh are the dllpendencies and connel!:ions in civil 
foeiety, regularly conftituted, that one part of a com­
munity cannot be much hurt, without detriment to 
the rell: : As in the human body, if one member 
fufFer, all t4e other members iufFer with it. Efpe~ 
cially, if the HEAD be lick, or maimed, the whole 
body will foon fed the effeCl.s hereof, ~nd partake of 
its fufferings. And whatever fome weak, or envious 
perfons may imagine, the good of the province in 
general, is very c10fdy cOl'lncaed with the welfare. 
and flourifhing condition of tbis CAPITAL: So tha~ 
if it {houM fall into decay and fuin, the moil remote 
parts of the country would very foon feel the-tla~ 
(ffeas of it. 

• 

• 

AT \'1 hate\'er time this difafter had befallen IlS, it 
would have been a very great one: But it is particb:,uly 
10 at preiCnt, when both the town and country are 1il 
much exhaulr~d by public taxes, efpecially the former: 
When' we have fueh a load of debt lying upon us; a 
load Hill inerealing, inftead of lefrening; and when 
. . . . .. . the 
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the fedf,,:! of the year is jun: coming on, for profccu­
ring ou'r military defigns asd operations. This cala­
mity could not well have befallen liS at any time, or 
conjuncture, wherein we fhould have been lefs able to 
bear up under it, and furmount the difficulties oC:~ 
calioned by it. But without any reference to thefe: 
peculiar circumftances, which enhance the misfortune, 
the lofs or damage, confidered in itfelf, is fo great, 
that it cannot be exatUy computed in fo ilioft a time 
as that flnce the calamity befell us. II 

-

IT highly concerns us rightly to improve this vifiti­
tarion of providence, and to conduCt ourfelves pro .. 
perly under it. This will br, ,not only our wifdom, 
but our greateft fecurity againft public calamities and 
difafters for the future, whether of this, or any other 
kind. We fhould neither defpife the chal1:ening of the 
Lord, nor faint when we are rebuked of him. 

C z NoVi 

-

n In a vote which pafTed the Grcat and General Co~rt",on'the 
faturday after ~he late, fire, it is faid to .. appea'r on the 
" bell: information that could in fo Olort a time be obtained, 
" tha't there were corifumed one hundred feventy-four 
" dwclling.houfes and tcnements,and onc hundred feventy­
II five warehoufes" /hops and other buildings, with a great 
• r part of the furniture, befides lar~ quantities of mClchan­
.. dize. and th1: ~ock and tools of many tradefmen ; lhat 
" the lors, upon a moderate computation, cannot be lefs 

-

• r than one huodred thoufand pounds ll:erling ; and • 
rr that the number offamilies IDhabiting the aforementioned 
•• houfes, was at leall: ,twe hundred and twenty; three 
If 'iuarters of whom are by this misfortune rendered inca­
rr pable of(fubli!l:ing themrelves, and a great Ir~mber of 
" them reduced to extreme poverty, and require immediate 
" relief." For which charitable purpofe three thoufand 
pounds currency, being about two thoufand two hundred 
and fifty pounds Herling, was voted to bc dra-wn out of the 
public treafilfY ; and his ExceUency t~c Governor dcured to' 
fend briefs throughout thfprovince, recommcllding a gene­
raL ,-gnuibutigo !qr t4e Ilnbappy f~!fercr$. 



, 
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." , 

j\ ow, this being truly a public, as well as great ca­
lamity, I !hall, iri the FIRST plact', make lome, ft:­
flexions upon it, 'which concern, us all in common. 
'-;ECONDLY, I nlall direct my clifcourfepJlni{)uJarly 
!o [hof(; amongll: us, who have been more' immediate 
fuA'erers therein. And THIRDLY, To thoft', whofe 
dwellings and fub{tance have been preferved ; and 
who are not direClly involved in this calamity. 

FIRST, IT becomes llS all in general, ferioufly to 
rrgard the hand and providence of God i~ this evil that 
has bcbllen U$. This evil, this great evil, has not 
lllrely come upon us, but by 'his appointmenr, ,and 
,'ccording to his fovtreign plcafure. Various conjec­
,rures have been made, and rumours fpread abroad, 
concerning the particular means, by which this rilging 
and dcltrucl.i\'c tirc was firft kindled up. W~jch, of 
t/)t'I:l is right, or whether either of them be fo or nor, 
j am not able to tell: Nor is this very material to 

III Y preJellt dt!!gn. Bv whatever means this cal.lmi­
WliS event hJS come to paJS, we are to look fiill 
hig'wr; to the ~reat Author and difpofcr of. all things: 
Fur t:lt Lord 11ImleJf \lath done it. We ought ulti-

. '11<1[cly to regard him therein, if there be any fuch 
thing as a providence fuperintending human affairs. 
" Yxcept the Lord keep the cicy, the wacchman 
.; wakedl in v;lin: It is vain for LIS t6 rife lip early, 
" or {j~ up late, (0 eat tbe bread of forrows." ,And 
!;1~' firit thing rt'quiutc, in order to a due improve­
,pellt of this vifiration, is a fixed, firm perfwafion, 
! hat God's hand and cotlnfel determined it to be c1Gllt ; 
/If that it is rtal:v ;t viuration from him .. '\Ve ,t;:lnnot 

• 

proceed ~ /tep, in rhe way of religious n,:fexiof\ upon 
ie, tin'er;; '·.c lay dli~ Gown)ilft as a (utain principle • 

• , 
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'. WE ought, in the next place, to acknowledge the 
jufhce ~nd righteoufnefs of God, in bringing this fore 
calamity upon us: For the Lord is. righteous in all " 
his ways, and holy in all his works. J u!1:ice and. 
judgment are the. habitation of his throne, not only 
when the light of his countenance is liited up, . and 
lhines upon us in our profperity; but alfo when 
clouds and darknefs are round about him, and we , . 
are overwhelmed WIth adverfity.· God does not af-
fliCl: willingly, or grieve. the children of men, even 
'~hen they have incurred his juft difpleaiure : Much 
lcfs does he wantonly punifh t!lC innocent. We ,may. 
affilre ourfelves; it is not without jufl: and fulEcient 
provocation, that he 'has appeared thus againfl: us. It 
becomes u.s therefore to be humble and fubmiffive 
under his chafl:ening ,hand ,; under this great frOlvn of 
his providence .. For." wherefore lhould, a li\'ing 
" man complain, a man for the ptlnilhment ot his 
" fins 1 " . 

• • , • 
• 

• .' ? • 

TH[S is a fearon, wherein it doubtlefs becomes us 
all ferioufly to exai'fline oUf ways, inorclerto difcover, 
as far as may be', what ar!! the fpecial grounds and 
"rea{ons of God's difplcafure again!l: us, and of his con~ 
tending with us in. 10 terrible a manner. ! Indeed this 
general copfideration, that we are finfuLcreatures. in 
common with tbe refl: of mankind, were plainly. {ulE· 
ciene to ju!l:ify God's dealings wit!1 us, even tho'. this 
calamity had been far greater than it is. However, 
the hul y fcriptures give us reafon to think, that God 
feldom, or nCl"er, brings very great' and public cala: 
mities upon a communityt. unlels it is for fins of a 
very heinous and provoking nature. In which re" 
[peer, there feems to be a wide and material difference 
between the conduct of providence towards nati9ns~ 
or communities, an~ to~ards, pacticul.ar perfons. "¥.?hr 

Wit 

, 

, 



22 ' 'A'Sermon occajio.1'Jcd by the 

with rega~d t~ t be latter ~ this certainly will not hold 
true; the heft men being often the greateft fufferers 
in this worls}. "All things come alike to. all; and 
" there is one eveiltto the righteous and to the 
" wicked," ~ we fpeak 'with reference to individu­
als,' in "this prefent ftate : So that" nc> man knoweth 
" either love or hatred from aU that is before him'; .. 
either by the profperity he enjoys, or the ad verfity 
wbich he fuffers. ' Which fe~ms not applicable to 
rommunities; at leaft, .not eafily recoricileable with 
the fcripture account of God's condua: towards them, 
to fay nothing of what we are taught by experience. 

. I PRETEND not to penetrate fo far into the views 
and defigns of providence, as to be able particularly 
and pofirively to determine, for what reafons it is that 
God has thus fordy chaftized u"s. "His judgments 
are a great deep.·~ We may, however, conclude iii 
general, that whatever fi::s are molt prevalent amollgfi: 
us, thefe are. fins which have contributed mo~ to bring 
this great calamity upon us. In going thus far, there 
is no prefumption. No particular lins, or finners, are 
indeed to be excluded, as not contributing to bring 
calamities upon a people, whenever God fends them. 
However, I fuppof.e we are to look for the primary, or 
cbief caufes of common calamities, not ·in a compara­
tively {mall number of particular perfons, however im~ 
pious or profligate; but in the main body of a people. 
Common judgments mull: ordinarily be fuppofed to 
to have fome common caufe. 

AND are there not fame fins, with which we are 
very generally chargeable? If anyone fhould alfert, 
that we were generally profane fwearers. whoremon· 
ers, drunk:lrds,adul[ercrs, thieves or liars. he would 

. oubtlefs himfelf deferve no . better a ch3raUcr than 
that. . , 
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that of a falfe 3ccu[er, and lhamelefa calumniator •. 
There, are indeed, many filch finners amonga us; 
but it is to be hoped their number is liuall, in com~ 
parifan of thofe who are guildefs of any of thefe 
crimes. But fuppofe anyone fhould fay, that pride 
was a fin ·very generally prevalent amongfl: us, would 
he merit the charaCter of a faHe accufer? If another 

• 

were to affert, that we were generally addiCted to 

luxury,. would he be a calumniator? If a third were 
to tax liS with being generally felfinl, and greedy of 
gain, without a due and proportionate regard to the 
welfare of the public. OJ of our neighbour; could 
we truly deny the charge? If a fourth were to ae .. 
cufe us of formality in ollr religion, of laying too 
great firefs on [orne things of little or no importance, 
and compar:ltively negleCling the weightier matters of 
*e Jaw and gofpel, could we juftly deny this to be 
our charaCter? I do not myfeJf bring thefe. general 
accufations i but it would not be amifs for us fetioufly 
to confider, how far they might be jufl:., If there be 
a real and fufficient foundation for them, we ,need no.t 
be at any 10Cs for fuch caufes of God's dirplea~ure, 
as are common.to us • 

• 

N OR would it be improper for us, on this.o~caGon, 
to inquire, whether we have been duly thankful .(0. 

God for the lignal mercies and deliverances which 
he hath vouchfafed to us in times paft.. He has 
lhown great favour and kindn,efs to us at fundry times, 
and ill divers manners. Tho' he has often. contend. 
ed with us by fire heretofore; yet I:ow often i13ve 
very threatning fires been feafonabl y extinguilhed j 

and not permitted to prevail again:1: us. Have we 
generally been thankful, properly tbankful, for there 
f!l,vourable appearances of providence for us., in the 
times of danger and fear? If not, ou~ ingr~ti~u~eh~n 
. . t 1:5 

, 

• 
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this refpea; may be fuppofcd one fprcial reafon' of 
the late terrible calamity. God's defign may be" 
to make us more fenfible of former mercies, by die 
greatnefs of the evil he has now brought upon us. 

GOD has repeatedly vi/ited us with earthquakes, 
the moll: alarming in their natllre of :my of his pro­
vidential difj)enfations. However his goodnefs and 
compaffion have fiill fpared us in thefe times of 
our diO:refs, when we had reafon to apprehend the 
moll: awful and faral effcCls of thefe vifit:ltions; par­
ticularly of one of thenl , a few years fince: Tho' 

• about ,th~ fame time, the moll: amazing defolauons 
were wrought by earthquakes in [orne other parts 
of 'the world. Have we taken proper notice of his 
dealings with us in this refj1eCl? If not, this may 
be another rcafon of the great calamity now brought 
upon us. 

, 

MORE.OVE.R: Our enemies, during the late and 
prefent war, have been forming dangerous dcfigns. 
againll: us, even againfl this metropolis. Bur God· 
has repeatedly blaUcd their defigns; and has lately 
given us the mort remarkable [uccefs againft them: 
So that our once jufl: apprchenfions from them, are 
vanifhed away; and even turned into triumph over 
them.,' Have we been duly thankful for thefe de­
]ivcr3nce~ and mercies? If not, this may be OIie 
caufe, why he bs now dellroyed by fire, wI.at he 
would not permit the enemy to denroy. 

, 

PERHAPS we have rejoiced with an unchriflian, and 
inhuman joy, in the difirelfes and calamities lately 
brought upon our enemies; when great part of their 
country was ravaged, their villages burnt, their ca­
pital city befieged, 'and palltly confumed by fire.' 

If 
, 

• 
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If we have rejoiced in their mifer'Y' with:m unre!cnti:Jg. 
ravage temper of miria, God may have been herehy 
provoked to bring this great evil uppn us; whjch., il~ 
its Rind, be.:irs', fame rcfemblance to what they have 
fuffered. Or if we have not rejoiced in the mifery 
_of om: enemieS with' an unchrifiian, barbarous jey; 
perhaps we have triumphed over them with unchrifii­
Qil pride; ~ria been vainly elated with the fuccclfes 
qod has given us, inflead of being humbly thank­
ful to him therefor. And if this be the cafe, God 
doubtlefs ddighcd' t6 check our pride b this vilita­
tion, and make us think more foberly 0 ollrfelves . 

• , 

BUT if tliere are no particlliar lins, with which 
we are chargeable 'In' common; yet are we not all 
in gcneral chargeable with fome? fome of us with 
or.e vice, .or mifdemeanour, and fome with Qnother ? 
If fo, this is ~ fullicient ground for our being thug 
chaflized by aeommon calamity. And we were 
doubtlefs ripe for fome lignal pllnilhment from the 
hand of 'providence, when this great evil came l1pon 
us. Many atrocious fins, and flagrant abominations, 
are found in tne,midA: of us. To what an amazing 
pitch of wickednefs and impudence, fome perf OilS 

amongCl: .us were- arrived, is evident even from. [oine 
tranfalHons at the time of the late terrible fir~. For, 
infiead of being affeCl:ed with fo 'melancholly a' pro­
vidence, and charitably alIilHng. eople in £ving their 
dfeCl:s, fame there \Vere, fo bar ened and 'fl13melcfs, 
as to take the opp.ortunity of the general confillion, 
to fieal and rifle ,their neighbours goods! One would 
hardly have thought it polIible for' people to be fi) 
wicked, impious and abandon'd. I hope, indeed; 
there were not tmny fuch ; :llld tim thefe w~re not 
born and Nuc:ited amongfi us, tho' I am not certain. 
But wherever thcy wcre born :l1ld bred, Ihey arc 

p certainly 

, 

, 
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ccrttillly a difgrace, 'not ,only ,to their ,own, counm~7 
but to the world itfelf, and to ,human nature. " , , 

" , , 
" , , 

, ' , 

I T docs not become us, even the befi of us" 011 
fllCh all occafion ag this, 'to jufiify or, excufe 'our-
4C1 \'CS; or to attribute,' this public calam~ty wholly 

\ to the finS'of others. Probably, nqne of us can in~ 
tirely acquit ourfelves of having contributed .to }r, 
by Ollr own particular mifcarriages.And it highl . 
,concerns us all, fcriol1!ly to refica upon our. pa 
Cancilla; and to humble ourfeIv~ Under the rightcOll! 
h .. nd of God. ' , 

• 

, 'WE may alllcarn fame very ufeflll and important 
Iclfolls from :'tl1is: vilitatiol1, if \~~ duly attend to i~, 
Weare hereby. ~1OfC p:miclliarly: reminded of die 
vanity of w,<?rIdly riches, and the, folly, 'of ,dependillg' 
~)!l, or placingoLlr chief happincfs iIr th·em. How 
fuJucnly do they. take to rhemfelves wirigs, and.fly 
~w~y, as an cag~e towards heaven, l~a"ing 'tIle pof­
idIors of the,lll dcllitute, Mt, only of fuperffuotii 
wd: b, but e\'en of thole things:' whiCh are needful 
f~r the body! Tbis is onc of' thofedifpenfations,'of 
pro\'i~!el\c(;, which give \1. particular force and energy 
to thn!~ worJ~ of thc apoaJe "'<";harge them that 
.' arc r:ch, Ibn they truO: not' in uriccrt'Jiri riches. 
j' bm in tbe living God, who giveth us richly 3,n 
" things to e,I~()y": And alfo to that more gertesi1 
aJmonilion of ollr ,Saviour himfelf ': Lay not u~ 
" for yourfdves Ireafures upon earth, when~ mota 
H ~ml mIt do corrupt, and where thieve. break thro' 
., :md fieal; but lay IIp for yourfelvell trea.l4!r~ in 
u ~ca vcn/' &c. 

, 
, 

, 
, " 

T () . fin:lh theft: gl!l1er1ll rcfleaions: We ~re all ill 
co;n;;;,lll ~JlIloni.ll~d by Ihis viCltatioo of pro'ridence, 

, , 

It 

, 
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to confider an~ amend our ways. Doubtlefs the CI1:I 

of our being ,thus vifi,ted and chafiized, is our ref or" 
matioo. Whatev.er fcfioU3 reflcCl:ions we may at 
prefent make upo~ 'this c~lamitous event; yet the 
great deugn o~ it \\'jP' nllt be anfiveredupon us, if 
we continue unreformed. This is often the cafe. 
Pharaoh and his' people were in lome meafute hum­
bled, at file time when the plagues were upon them. 
Bur they foon forgat the judgments of heaven; 3ml 
became more hardehcd afterwards. This was fame-

• 

times the cafe alto with the people of IIi-ael. "Tholl 
" hafl: Hricken them", fays the prophet, " but they' 
" hlVt not grieved'; tholl hafl: eOllfumed them. blli 
/I they !i.3V": r;:furcd to receive correCl:ion. They 
« have made their f:lces harder than. a rock, they 
" have rcfufcd to return". If we arc not rc.cbilllcd 
from our {:jns 3lid vices by rhis calan~itv,wc hm:: 
teafon to apprehend greater and heavier ones: C-rod's 
anger will' not be turned away; but his hand will 

• • • • J • 

flil! be firetchc~ out againfl ill. 0 let u~; not, 
by' our J8lpenit~,u~c and hardnefs of hel!'t Ul\der 
this correCl:iolJ; lirbvbkc God to fmite us with grcaGCr 
fev.eritt; le{t~ . ~rlla~.' w~ pcrifh under his hand, 
whLle there Is '110M to delIver! Bur, on the othcr 
hand, if we dul by to'heart this fore chafl:ifcmeot, 
and return to ad, he will doubtlcf:l retllrn to us 
ii~ ':'n'icrey .. ' ":Come then. anlliet us return unto the 
"'tord ': For lie hath torn, .and he will heal us; 
(,: lie h:lth fil1iuen, and he will bind us up". Tho' 
ne hath viUted Ollr tranfgreffions with a rod, and 
our' initJuities with flriprs; yet his loving kindncfs 
'Will he not utterly tak~ from l1~; nor fulfer hi> Dith­
til hids to fail. 

, 

BUT I wa~in the next place, 
'~JGONDLTJ To direCl: my difccllrfc 

D :: 
p31 t.iclllarly 

to 

, 

, 
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('0 thofe :m~ongfl: us, who have been the more im­
n:.c2::ltc fuffi:rers in. this common calamity. My 
h:rhren, I tfUft we all ill general heartily fympa­
~f.j:: w!,h YO!!, and bear a parr in your afHiEtion. 
Bu: if j, concerns us :;JI in common, feriollf1y to 
(o:oji,lcr the h:u:.d of Gcd in this viGrariolJ, allow 
;:":e to remind YOll, !hat it more efpecially concerns 
y~u to do fo, OIl whom this great calamity, by his 
3p[Gir:lmenr, 'bas more immediately fallen: To llS, 

lL:~ i:r,c~i.:l;:11C:; I::orc [han whifrrs; to you it ftlcnks 
::;:1 b:::~;. c':e!1 III thur-der. _ would, however, be 
~'cry . ;~<;,'Ill !r.llr.u~,:ng, !113t the unhappy perrons 
... :.;.,. ~."!'c i:::!l;c;di;.tt! lubjcEts of this calamity, are 
:c: gel·":;~; n:·Jl ~ g;::lry in the light of God than Olhers. 
-i'!;:> \:ldJ he .i' once uncharitable ill itfelf, and a 

• ~ -.. r 1 • b' 1 <;:. 
t:.i~;llv#u;~t!On CI a f!..i!e, or m:-t.Xlnl, \\: J.!C 1 Ollr .... :tVl0ur 
• • l I - 1 h I'k 1 .:'d! C.)\;·!l ell :J, ccc2l:on aot ;lItogct er un J 'e to [ le 
rl";~:Jr. E!~" it;), you mutt acknowleclge, t~at altho' 
. " I' . . f 'J . h' . , '.:~ G:.; 2;:; .i':n.:i)nic;oD u provl ence Jll I IS vlhla. 
., 11 _. . . . • • 

['0:1, :'C I'.' all OJ lj;: Iii (c[nmon;· yet ,to you It tS 

::!\J;!: Lire{, :If;d i:nmcJ;~ic, as well as louder. You . . . 

aT"; <",:c.i~jjy ;di);c:Jiihcd w examine your \7avs, in 
!b:; t!ay (If Yi(t~lt:un ~nJ trial. Arid if you 1Jloll,1J 
Cif:-Cg3;-.. ! t:1~S F;-C\ Iac:ncc, you would' doubtlcfs ,be 
·····.-e i··o,.~."~l.l,. It'·'n· utl)"r-~j.\'.iI .. ~J .... _'_~!.I .. ~I".. L.... • \.. ,) • 

. 

h !JecOlr:es you !O bear your Jolks, however 
r,r,Jf, wirh patience, :mc1 humbJe refigoation to the 
v. i!l of Gt,J : L~ be i, is, you will re~mber, [hat 
ks brono!:r this evil upon yeu. Nor has he taken 
any thing from you. which he did not firH gi"e to 
yOll. f.i1 thJ! is in ,he heaven ~nJ in the earth. is. 
h;,: ~(J!h riches ~;]d hOllor arc of him t. And you' 
:rc ic:;iiSic tbt :dl his worldly and temporal gifts, 
~rc £if:s cdy (~uring his good pIea[cre; Ncr abfolmc •. 

. llCrpCll1~1 
t J Cborn . .xXIX. JI, 12 • 

• 

• 
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lJcrpetual grants; but fuch as he has an indifj1l1tabl~ 
right to retail, :Jt whatever time, and in whatever, 
manner, he fees fit; You have therefore no rearona­
hIe ground of ~o111plaint; butoughc meekly to ~c­
quiefce in what he 'hath done. It were noc' amifs 
for you an this occalion, to rcftetl: au the much grea­
ter lolfes'andfufferings of Job; ~nd (in [he nJ3nneriti 
whidi heconduaed himfeJr under them. Be ," feU 
" downupol1 'the ground, and w'or/hipped, l)nd ,laid; 
" Naked came I out;o~ "ly ~liotlifrs womb; :rnd 
" l\!Iked!hall 1 return thIther: 'the Lord gave,'~nd 
I' the Lord hath taken away,; 'ole1fedbe the name of 
" the Lord. In all which Jab finned nor, nor 
.'1 ClJarged God fooliilily"~. ' " ' 

, , , 
, .' , 

God hasdoubtlefs wife and 'holy, and ,even gr~~iOll!i 
~l1ds, ro anfwer by viliting fO~ iIi thls manner; ,Thq 
viuration is ,particularly .c:ilcl1.h,tcu to wean YOllr,affeco 

tions from this evil world i and, excite you to fcck, 
with greater diljg~nce, .the true, rpiritual riches. Per-
b .. ps your hearts have been heretofore too much fet 
upon the world; and tbofe riches which will not 
" rrofit ill the day of wrath." If this be the cafe, 
God hath ~OWll you your errol' by this vifitation of 
his proyidcnce; and calls upon YOli hereby, fbr' the 
future ta ret your affeCtions only on t)lofe things ~ha[ 
:lre above, where Jefils Chrif1 Utteth at his, right hai)d~ 
It will be h3 ppy for you, if YOll make fo r.earoh,abl~ 
and wife improvement of your warMly Jolfes; rhe1 
will then be the greatefl: gain 'to ,you inthcel)~, 
Any acceffion to, or increalc ,of your virtues" ;is <}t 
f~r more benefit and importance tOYQl1" than thou~ 
f.111ds of film or of gold wOl\kl bel or aB worldly 
riches. There are corruplib.1e .,and tranurory ': but 
rhat is a treafilre that fadcrhnor aw!\y, jncorrilptibl~ 
und eternal. And a good man, in the l~ng~l~gc, of 

1 Chap- I. ' the 

• 



the "pank, equally bolel :cd bc~Ut:fl1l, " having 
" Dotl;ing, f01Tcl:~th all things'! 

THOSE:. whofe habitations and wealth have bCC!\ 
con[umed by this dcfolating fire. have frill grw 
caufe of thankfulnefs, that their li\'es have been pre. 
fen'cd. "The life is more th:in meat, and the 
" body th:m raiment." Confidcring the time when 
this fire Sroke out, being the dead of the night, when 
p~ep!c were in their beds, and fame of them on beds 
of iickncfs; confidcring the violence of the wind, 
:ll1d !h~ rapidity with 'which the' flames f[,read, <111\\ 

'~tch'd from place to pbce; the wide extent of ihcm, 
end the f'cnerai confuiion and c.:mllcrnation which , , 
tbey uCGt!!on'J j conlidcri:J3 there thing<, I [;y, it 
\1'0:11,1 r.ot have been fir311l-;C, if many pcrC(;ns had 
rc'rillicd t0gcther with their fub1bncc .. aliJ nii;,('ci tb::ir 
c.ni afhs \\';,h tbl of their (,1w(,llinQ~. Btl( no I if,: 

. . . ..... 
\o.'~s ']0(:, 1n rbs tt'fpccr, God remembered mcr-
t;.y :!l :::e !nid!!. of jUc!£;ll1cnt j which dl'n;al1d~ ot'r 
f,:':;teful ~,c~t1owjcdgments j and, r.-,rii(,)2rly the 
!ha!lk~ -of tl:ofr, \\ ho \';'(fe in dat1g~1 ':Jr 'o:ing (0!1-

fun1cd:~ iht:ir Jv.:·i:Ui~gs, :1~ m~ny of r!~.:. linh:1pl'Y, 
(ujfere~ were. , 

. '" 

B':SlDiS: I !:lke'it fer g~nttu, that few, or no:~c 
ct. yo'J, my br"::l)rcn and llriJ!ll hmc:s, bve Jolla! I 
,'orlt wodJJv (ubflaLcr, as [.lrnc othCr$2rC [liJ to . . -' , 

ha .. e Gone. Let me thucfore exhort VOll to be 
, ' 

ibnkfllllOGod for wlm he bs Ht Yoel nil! poffdTCd 
of; ~rpeci111y jf thar be ftlff.cienr for you to Il;biifl' 
cornfonably upal1, in the way of hanett iiicluftry. 
Tho' yon ought nor to dc~nifc rhe chailc:<n~; of th~ 
Lord in the loffes you have fdhincd; yc:;t c~comcs 

k 1 d I · ,r'" I' YOll to ac now.e ge 113 gi\O(I!lCiS 111 \\I)a: j, elt you. 
r · 'I" r , 1 ~ ~ I!! nor a gr~t (.,;0 r1mr IS nlOcc!,Jry (,' • :,' ell. ~ or 

ilfe ' 
• 



life: ,'irtne, and i1l0,kr",e dcGrcs, arc fttisficd with 
littk; and hayiiig fooll ;~lld raimellt; you ought to be 
,herewith content, We brouQht nothill[' into this 

u " world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out of 
ir, hO\v ml!ch facvet' we polfe!s : Though jf we could, 
it would be of no advantage to US~ I n heaven we 
fhould Dot need, but Jefjlife and neglect it; and in 
hell it would not alleviate our torment •• 

, , 

BUT, if any of. YOll ihoult! have Joft 311 yo~ 
worldly fiJb(l.ancc by thIs cabmity, you ought not, 
howevEr, to defpood under thj~ trial, or to fainr, being 
thus rebuked of the Lord i but !til! to place yo~. 
hope and rmit ill him, who heareth the young ravcng 
when they cry ... " Olear the Lord, ye his l~itJts ; 
" for there is no W:ltlt' to them that fear him.' The 

. II young lions do lack, and fuffer hunger j but they 
" tim iet-k theLord fuall not Want any good thing§'.'~ 
I reminded you above of the fuffcrings and p.ltience 
of Job j 'Ict me now r~mind you of the It end of 
the Lord" with rcfjlCct to him; " that the Lord jj. 
" very pitiful. and of tender mercy t." That goo4 
man raw at length an happy ilfue of his rroublcii. 
For " rheLord bleffed the, latter end of J ob mor~ 
than the beginning *". YOll may from hence take 
fame encouragement: God is able to make all things 
~bound to you. A:nd it is a circllm{bnce not unwor~ 
thy to rem'ind you of, for yout confolation, that yoq 
Jive in a country. at lean in a town, wherein. there i$ 
'" general (\ifjlolition in the ,people to afford necetiary 
relief to the poor and affhCted : So [har you hava 
no reat;m to be under :my :iDX!Cry of mind refpeCtil1}:; 
a livelihood; efpccially if YOll enjoy bodily health 
and I1rcngth, 'with ability ip eXt:rc~fc lome lawful 
.:alling. But whatever be your condition in this 

. .. '. world, 
\ I'f.IQl xxx!". 9, 10 •. j' Jar .. " V, 1I. ~ Chap, XLII, rc;i', 12. . . \ . -
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woriJ; godlinefs with contentment wiII be, not only 
your duty, but your greaten gain. You'lhould en-
deavour'to be for whatever circumfi;lOce~ 
God than you j and to this end, befeech 
him to give you the' temper of the holy a (He. who 
faid, (c I have learned in whatfoever ate I am, . , 

., 'therewith to be content: I know both how to bi , 

" :lbafed, and I know how to abound j every where; 
~' :lnd in aU things I am infiruCled, both to be full 
" and to be hungry, both to abound and to futrer 
" need t". Even the Son of man had not where 
to lay' his head, tho' the faxes have holes, and the 
birds of the air have neas. And if the fame mind 
be in you, which was in ChrillJeCu9, you wiII bear 
the extremeA: povorty without repining. Lell there­
fore au Ihould be weary or faint in your wiIids, 
conli or, him, who If tho' he were rich, yet for your 
f:ike beca~e poor": Learn of him to be truly 
" meek and lowly in heart; and whatever .be your 
()utwar~ condition, you will then "find rell: unto 
your foul~'; fuch .ren, as the 'greatefl worldly prot: 
pcrity cannot give ! . 

. 

THI~OL1': Let me now turn my difcpurfe to 
thofc, whofe habitations amd flib/bnce have been pre­
ferved in this time of defolation j e~)ecially to thofe, 
".ho have been in imminent danger of being lharers 
with others therein, As this calamity is ffO~ God, 
fa it is he ...,ho has direckd it where to tall) and 
prefcribed its bounds and limits. You fhould. there­
fore be felllible, that he has been your preferver; 
2nd made this di{jjnction between you and others. 
If others ought to acknowledge his provi4ence in the 
calamity which has befallen them, certainly it is not 
leis incumbent on us to acknowledge it in our own 

, preferv;:tion. 
t Pliil. IV, II, 12. 
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pl"cfervation. Had God, who commandcth the wiwl 
when and where to blow, given a different dircCl:~lI1 to 
it, our habitations might have been confilillcd, whil.c 
[hofe of the prcfcnt unhappy fllfTercrs were prefervcJ. 
I mention this circumfbncc plrticubrly, bcc;lt1fe it is 
familiar and obvious j pbinly fhowing, that it is God. 
and not man, who has made thig difference; an im­
portant truth, which might be evinced l1y other con­
fiderations alfo, were there time ami oecafion for it. 

NOR ought we to attribute our pl'efervation to 
any fuppofed merit, or filperior goodnefs in ollrfeh'es ; 
or the fufferings of our neighbours, to any greatcr guilt' 
or demerit in them. Our Saviour feems .to have de­
figned a general caution againll fuch imaginations, in a 
pafTage which was alluded to above. When certain 
perfons told him of fome Galileans, whofe blood Pilate 
had mingled with ·their facrifices, expeCl:ing. probably, 
that he would have attributed this to the great wicked­
nefs of thofe Galileans in comparifon with others, his 
reply was " Suppofe ye that thefe Galileans 'were 
II finners above all the Galileans, bec3ufe they futTered 
" fuch thing~? I tell you, Nay-·Or thofe eighteen, 
" on whom the tower Df Siloam fell, and flew them; 
II think ye that they were finners above all men that 
" dwelt at Jerufalem? I tell YOll, Nay -: But except 
" ye repent, ye fuall al\ Iikewife perilh." Our Sa­
~iour's- meaning here is _ not, that thofe Galileans, 
and thofe . Jews, were not linners; or that they did 
not jufily futTer fuch things on accou nt of their lins. 
Neither of thefe things can be fuppofed. But the 
obvious delign of this remarkable palfage is, to teach 
us th3t God, in his providential government of the 
world, does not always fingle out the- greatefl: linners, 
to make them .the greatefi fufferers in the light of 
men; and, cOllfequently, that we ought not to con-

E dude 

• 
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c> 1,. c.:' {,l·;cs ITIClre ri"hteom than others, merely 
'" [",:, ;e' \\c at rref~nt CfC3pC thofe judgments which 

ki:J (,til:r5. God will finally give to every man 
~.~(,'d;:1~ lO his deeds, in weight and meafurc, and 

,~ 

", ,:~t p: ":,,,:'::on. Btlr ~r }'rcfcnr he acts as a [ave-
• • 

r, ;;::1; 1 mean, in the outward diipenbiolls of his 
rro':i::':'!'c;: w,,;~rt1> prt'lcl1br pcrfolls; agreeably to 
1:.,.' o:,L.r;::;ons Lf Solomon, mentioned in the for-
1nT I'~ [, of this Dirconrfe, that " all things come 
:,j;l;(! iO :,11 ; th~t there is one e\'cnt to the righteous 
;; :~,l the \'. icked ; 3nd that no man knowcth eithcr 
b, c <'r h:tr"J [!'lliTl a!l th~t is before him." A great­
("c than !:>olomol1 has confirmed thefe remarks on 
11:(" cr;nduCt cf dirinc prO\idence. We fllOlJlJ there­
fore taLc heed, that we no not' attribute to our own 
Ii;;'Crio[ pic ty or virtue, what we ought to afcribc 
1"lcly to the rovcreign pleafllre of God, and his 
(:!itif1gl1;111!n~ f:l\'our towards llS. For to apply our 
S~\'i0lir'S language and r{'aloning above, to the me­
hl1cholly OCC3tiOll before llS: Sllppofe yc that thore 
\' lio Im'c lately filffcreJ fuch things. were linners 
:;ho\'(' ~1I [hat dwell in BC)STO~ ? I tell you, Nay! 
At 1":;.0:, we have no rearon to think them fo, 011 

Il,is ~ccounr. 1hny who have cfcaped this difafier, 
~nd l'cr!J:lps we ourfcl\'cs, are as great, or grcilter 
Ijlin~r,; anJ (-xcept we repent, fame ., worre thing 
.. t us" IDly C0I<,C un 0 • 

,y H,\ T !hall we Tencer unto the Lcrd fur his dif­
tir.guifil!nr:; goodnefs to us in this refpeCt? It becomes 
\I, to renG<:r praife to him; for "whofo offereth praire, 
fiith the LCfl~, glcrifirth me." ''iTe lbould alro lhew 
('Ur grl!irude to God, by devoting ourfe\ves, and all 
\';e 1::1\,t, to l-Jis honor and fervice. His goodnefs and 
fa, b~.1rance lead Us to repentance, while his righteous 
rt:\'er:~j' is cxercif::d towards others for [he [a:11(' general 

, , end. 



Fire in Doflo!l, lvIarcb 1760. 

end. Us he draweth with the cords of lovt', while h~ 
fcourgeth others, not more guilty, with th~ rod of at­
fliction. And Ihall we defpife his goodoefs, forbCJr­
ance and l<Jng-fulf~ring \ If there be any peclJliar alJ­
dacioufnefs, or prefumption, in defpillng tbe cldl:~n­
ing of the Lord; there is certainly a peculiar b::J(;nd:; 
;jnd difingenuity, in defpiling his goodnefs. W~ ::nd 
our fllb!1:ance, have been as it were plucked out of th;!t 
fire, by which others have fuffered f() much. Let \IS 

therefore take heed, lell: we incur that heavy cenfllrr, 
Amos Chap. IV. " I have overthrown fome of you 
" as God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrh:l ; and YE 
" wen: as :! fire-brand plucked out of the bl1rnin~; 
~~ yet have ye not returned unto me, faith theLord ! '~ 

• -
• • 

WILL it not particularly become us to {hew Olli 

gratitude to God for his dil1:inguiOling mercy (Q LIS, 

by chearfuUy imparting of our fubitance for the reid 
of our indigent brethren? The government has alrt':l­
dy done fomething for their prefent relief. But there: 
being fo many of there ~mhappy fufferers, the'; will 
,doubtleffi ll:and in need offarther [uccom and affiiL:flCl", 
before they are in :loy method of fupporting rhemfclvcs. 
And God forbid, th:lt any of us who have cleared 
this calamity) ihould be backward to diflribute, or lla­
willing to communicate, as there may be occalion, 
and we have abIlity! One reafon, we may well fup­
pore, why God has [pared' our-fublbnce, is, that we 
!:light be in a capacity to relieve and alIifl: tho I,,, . 
whom his holy providence has render'd objel9:s of cu. 
charity. Ie is parely for their fakes, not wholly for 
our own, that our [ubftance has been pr&rved. N Qr 
can I indeed doubt, but that the people of the town 
will be generally difpored to liberality on rll:s occaliY)1l ; 
cfpecially when 1 n:fiecr, how largely [and c!;c.lrfuH y 

E Z tlic Y. 
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they contributed 
occalion. t 

a few months fince, on a fimilar 
• 

• • 

. 

BUT it is time to draw to a concIulion of .this dir· 
courfe. When God's judgments are abroad in .the 
earth, it is then more rfpecially incumbent upon the 
inhabitants thereof to learn righteoufnefs. If we do 
not regard the pall, or pr&nt, there may probably be 
ocher, and heavier ones, in ftore for us. At leaft it , 

is certain, that the wicked /hall not finally efcape the 
righteous judgment of God. "For behold the day 
" cometh thar /hall burn as an oven, and all the proud; 
" yea, and all that do wick edly, Ihall be as ftubble; 
" and the day that cometh Ihall burn them up, faith 
" the Lord of Hofts, that it /hall leave them neither' 
" root nor branch."* Such a fire as we have lately 

• 
feen, 

t Abont a thour.1nd pounds lawful money was colletled in the 
fevcral religious a/lcmblics in the town, for the relief of the 
fuifc,ers by the late fire near Oliver's dock: A' larg~ fum, 
conlidcri ng thc impovcrifll'd and declining fiate of the .town,. 
~nd the grcatocfs of the public taxes. Aod tho' the difpo-. 
fition of the people be fiill the f.me, and the prefent Dc­
e.dion much greater, and more urgent than the former; yet 
it will naturally be remember'd, th"t our ability is now lefs, 
than it was then. The more the town then gave away. the 
lefs it now has to give: And many who, as we Cuppofe"con-. 
triburcd largely on that occar.on, are fo far from being able 
to ,10 the like now; t·hat they need relief themfelves. 

It ;. to be hoped therefore, that our friends and brethren who 
li,'o in the country,'where th<ir fituation fecure. them fo cf­
fedll'lily againll "Iamities of this natUre, will fcriouily 'co~­
fid<r the prefent di!lrcffcd condition of the town; and /hew 
tlocir chrillian benevolence on this occafion,agreeably to the 
b'ri:-{which his ExcdlencI' tbeGovcrnor bas ilfued out. And 

• • 
we arc the more cocollrdged to expe-'t this, by, refletling 
I""v ch~arfully fome of them nTdde colleclions for tbe poor 
""h'ng!! r", at the time of the lall gcneral fmall.pox in the 
tuwn. " With fuch facrir.ccs God is well pleafed." 

j; :>Ial. Ii". 1. 
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feen, efpecially. in the night, dilfufes general terror and, 
ditl:rcfs. What then will be the confl;ernation, how 
great the a!nazement, of a guilty world, when the SOil 
of man !hall be revealed from heaven in fla~ing fir~ 
taking vengeance on them that know not God, and 
that obey not his gofpe! ! The old world 'peri~ed by 
water: But the heavens and the earth that now are, I 

are referved unto fire, againll: the'diy . of judgment,. 
and perdition of ungodly men. And even thefe lelfer 
fires and conflagrations, which {hike us with fo much 
awe, may naturally remind us of that general, and 
far more awful one, which the prophets and apoll:!es 
have foretold; when the earth iefdf, with the works 
that are therein, !hall be burnt up, and the elements 
!hall melt with fervent heat.. "Seeing then that all 
" thefe t~ings 01311 be diffJlved, what manner of per'" 
" (ons oughc we to be, in all holy converfa"cion and 
" godlinels? looking for, and hafting unto, the com­
" iog of the day of God! " To the wicked this will 
be a day of unutterable woe; but to them that fear 
his name, and ferve him, a day of triumph and exul­
tation. Happy are they who diligently prepare for 
it. Bur, alas! there are many, who will not be per-
1lladed, that there is fuch a day approaching; "feof­
" fers. walking' afrer their own lu!!:!;', and raying, 
" Where is the promife of his coming? 'For Gnce the 
" fathers fell aOeep, all things continue as they were . 
" from the begtnning" And many of thofe who 
prolds to believe it, do not praCl:ically regard it, mind­
ing only earthly things: and fuch as thefe will accord­
ingly be ovawhelmed. with a fudden and remedilefs 
d-:frrllction. For" as it was in the days of Noah, 
" fo {hall it be alfo in the days of the Son of man. 
" Th~y did eat, they drank, they married wives, they 
" lYere given ill marriage, until the day that Noah 
" cntc:'~d into the ark: and the flood camt', and de-

. ~~ ftroyed 
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• ftroyed. them an. Likewife al[o as it was in the . 
• ' days of Lot; they did eat, they drank, they bought, . 
-they fold, they planted, they "builded: But the: 
- fame day that Lot went out of Sodom, it rained 
• fire and brimftone from heaven; .and deftroyed' 

_ til them all: Even thus fhall it be in the day when 
, ~ the Son of man is revealed! "·t 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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t Luke XVII. 26 -:roo 

THE END . 
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