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A SeErMoN occafioned

by the Fire in BosTon,
- MARCH 176o.

AMOS IL 6. .

—~—--SHALL there be evilin q ciz'j,
and the LORD bhath not done it 2

HAT devaftation have we lately feen made
in a few hours! How many houfes, and

other buildings, fuddenly confumed | How

much wealth deftroyed! How many. un-
happy families, rich and poor together, left deftitute
of any habitation, except thofe which either private
friendfhip, or public charity fupplied! What diftrefs
in every face ; fome mourning their own unhappy lot,
others tenderly fympathizing with them ; and none
knowing when, or where, the wide defolation would
terminate !

“ AFFLICTION
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“ ArrricTioN cometh not forth of the doft, nel-
“ ther doth trouble fpring our of the ground ;" to be
fure, not fuch trouble and affliction as this; a calami-
ty, fo great and extenfive ! This is a vifitation of pro-
vxdcnce, which demands a {eriows -and religious con-
fideration. And it 1s with a view to lead you into
fome proper reflexions on this melancholy occafion,
that I have chofen the words read, for the fubject of

my difcourfe at this time: Shall there be evil n a
city,” faith the propher, ¢ and the LORD hath not

¢ done it ?”’

IT is to be obferved, that altho® thefe words bear
the form of a queftion, the defign of them is ftrongly
to affert, that there is no evil in a city, which theLord
hath not done. Interrogatory forms of expreffion,
are often to be thus underftood : I mean, as the moft
peremptory, and animated kind of aﬂirmations. Thus,
for example, when it is demanded—** Can a man take
“ fire in his bofom, and his cloaths not be burnt 2’
Every. one  uniderftands this, as equivalent to afferting
the 1mpoffibility hereof in the ftrongeft terms. 80,
when it 15 afked, ¢ Can a man be profitable unto
¢ God #—Or 1s 1t gain to him, that thou makeft thy
¢ ways perfect? Will he reprove thee for fear of
¢ thee °* A peremptory denial of thefe feveral
things, 15 univerfully unde ftood by thofe queftions.
As if it had been fuid, Venly, a man cannot be profita-
table unto God ! - &c.  And when, after a reprefenta-
tion of the great wickednefs and depravity of the
Jewith nation, it 1s immediately fubjoined, ¢ Shall 1
““ not vifit lor thefc things? fith the Lord: Shall
“ not my foul be avenged on fuch a nation as this )
It is equivalent to a ‘ofitive denunciation of the divine
vengeance againlt that fintul people : and cven more

expreﬂive, thm it it had been faid direltly—I will vi-
fit

b Prov. VI 2. M Inb XX 2, 3. 4. b Jer. V. 29.
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fit for'thefe things: My foul fhall be- avenged ‘on:
fuch a pation as this. This would have been come,
paratively a cold, unanimated way of fpeaking ; far
lefs adapted to make an impreffion on ‘the reader of-
hearer, than the ather, . o ~

Tas manner of egpreflion in the text, is obvioully,
the fame with that, 13 the paffages quoted above; be-,
ing more forcible than a fimple affirmation would have
been, without fome potg of afleveration preeceding. .
It is as if it had been faid, Verily, or, furely, there is’
no evil in a city, and the Lord hath not done it.

HowevEer, to prevent a dangerous error here, it
muft be particularly remember’d, that by « evil * in
the . text, 15 not meant moral evil, or fin; but only.
natural, viz. pain, affi¢tion and calammty. It cannot
be fuppofed, that the prophet intended to attribute any
other eyil to God, as the author of it, befides the lat-
ter, *¢ Far be it from God, that he fhould do wick-
“.edly; and from the Almighty, that he fhould per-
¢ vert judgment "’ "Nor can the {inful and evil aétions
of men, properly be attributed to him; or to any
over-ruling providence of his, confidered as their im-
pulfive caufe, or as making them become peceflary,
“ Let no man fay [therefore] when he is tempted,
“ 1 am tempted of God : for God cannot be tempted
‘“ with evil, neither tempteth he any map. Butevery
“ man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own
¢ luft, and enticed. Then when luft hath conceived,
¢ 1t bringeth forth in.>  This 15 the account which
the apoftle gives of the origin of fin, or moral evil :
beyond which, if we pretend to go, in the way of {ge.
culation and refinement ; we fhall probably, at beft,
only amufe ourfelves, and perhaps not be innocent.
If God is not properly faid, even to  tempt * men

(0
T James I, 13, 14, I3,
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to do evil ; much lefs can it be truly faid, that he
compels them to do it, by any fecret energy, or ope-
ration, of his. “'We are doubtlefs, therefore, to under-
ftand the prophet as fpeaking here, only of natural
evil, in contradiftintion from moral: So that it will.
amount to this, that God is the author of all thofe
calamities and fufferings, which at any time befal a
city, or community. They are not to be looked on
as the effefds of chance, or accident; which are but
empty names; but as proceeding ultimately: from
him, the fupreme governor of the world ; and this,
even tho they are more immediately and vifibly ow-
ing to the folly, or vice and wickednefs, of men.

To fay, in this fenfe, that thete 1s no evil in a city,
which the Lord hath not done, is indeed no more, in
eftect, than to affert the univerfal government and
providence of God ; which, I fuppofe, we all believe,
whatever difficulties may attend our fpeculations on
the fubject. If God is the fupreme ruler of the world,
and exercifeth fuch a univerfal government over it, as
the {cniptures every where fuppole and teach, and as
nothing but folly or impiety can deny; he muft, in
fome fenfe, either mediately or immediately, be the
author of whatever events come to pafs in it. We
cannot {uppofe that there are any evils, or calamities,
whether public or private, in the prodution whereof
he itas no concern, and which he did not deiign, with-
out a partial denial of his dominion and providence.
For if any events come to pafs, contrary to, or befide
his defign, or without, and independently of him ; his
dominion is not an univerfal dominion, nor does his
kingdom rule over all, as the {criptures aflert. Thefe
events, if any fuch there are, are plainly exceptions to
the univerfality of his government ; being, according
to the fuppolition itfelfy fuch as were néither done, nor

ordered
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orderéd by Him. But furely ho man but an athieft,

or at leatt orie who difbelieves the holy fcriptures, can
think there are really any {uch events. It is not.lefs
a diftate of reafon, than it is a doCtrine of fcripture,
that as all thirig$ have one common Creator, they are
all fubje€t fo one common Liord, and under one fu-
preme ddminiftration; fo that nothing does, cr can
come to pafs, but in conforniity to his will, either pofi-
tive or permiffive. The denial of which ‘molt termi-
nate, not merely in the demal of a univerful {uper-
interding providence, but of one or other of God’s
attributes 3 either his omnifaience, or his omnipotence,
if not of both.

{

SoME public calamities are indeed, 43 was intimated
above, more lmmf:dlately and vxﬁbl)' the Lord’s do-
ings than others. He 1s, however, to be acknowledg-
ed as the author of theny all in ﬂeneral not excepting
thofe which are brought upon us by the wftrumen-
tality of fubordinate agents. Thefe dre all {ubjedt to
his dominion dnd cohtroul; and dependent” upon him
13 their various operations ; at Jeaft fo far that they
can do us ne hdrm, but by his will and confent.

IT may be thought inde¢ed by fome, that God is
more properly faid only to permit, than to be himfelf
the author of thof¢ evils, whether public or private,
which are brought upon’ us- immeédiately by inferior
agents; or thro” the wicked devices and practices of
men. It is not worth while to difpute this point,
which is rather a queftion of words and names, than
of things. For it muft be obferved, that when the
word permiffion is ufed in this cafe, it implies in it a

will and defign, that the things permitted fhould ac<
tually come to pafs. When God 15 faid to permit: .
any thing, the medning hereof is not merely this, that

he
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he does not prevent it ; for in this fenfe, we alfo might
be faid to permit whatever happens. throughout the
univerfe, tho’ it were not in our power to prevent
it : The impropriety of which way of {peaking,
would be obvieus to all. When we fpeak of God’s
permitting things, we mean that he does fo, knowingly
and voluntanly, having at the fame time power to
prevent.them, if he pleafed. He might doubtlefs, if
he pleafed, prevent them by ap immedate interpofi-
tion ; or he might have originally predifpofed and or-
dered things otherwife, and in fuch a manner, that
thefe particular events fhould never have come to
pals. For which reafon, God’s permitting them,
frems to amount to a pofitive will, or determination,
that they fhould come to pafs ; or at leaft, not to differ
very materially herefrom.

But not to enter into any niceties upon a fubjeét,
fo intricate in its nature s I fhall content my felf with
obferving here, that, in the language of fcripture,
God is not faid to permit, but to do, thofe things in
ceneral, which coms to pals under his government,
evil as well as good. ¢ I am the Lord, faith he, and
““ there is none elfe: I form the light, and create
¢ darknefs: I make peace, and create evil ; I the
“ Lord do all thefe things.”t The Icriptures do
not fpcak of God as an unconcerned, or inactive
fpeCtator, of any events; but as the author of them;
and particularly the author of all the calamities which
befal mankind, - Only we are to take heed, that we
do not fo conceive of his over-ruling providence, as
to make him the author, or approver, of mens finful
actions. We are to afcribe to him the moft univerfal
dominion and agency, confiftent with this necefary
caution, or limitation, I fay, confiftent with this ; left

we fhould be chargeable with blafpheming God, un-
| der

L

¥ thai, XLV. 6. 7.
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der the fhew and appearance of doing honor to him.

And fome there are, who could not perhaps eafily
acquit themfelves of this charge; in refpect of the mau-
ner in which they exprefs thomfelves on the fubjeck

of God’s providence and decrees.

BuT to wave every thing of a controverfial nature,
for which this is not, to be fure, a proper occafion ;
let me here juft mention a few of thofe many pub-
lic calamities, which God brings upon mankind from
age to age. For the ways are numerous, in which
he manifefts his righteous difpleafure  againft
finful nations ; and many the evils which he brings
on wicked cities and communities, from one gene-
ration to another. He fitteth upon the ciccuit of
the carth ; and all nations are before him lefs than
nothing and vanity.  All things are fubje®t to his
controul ; and he makes ufe of them in vartous ways,
to accomplifh the defigns of his providence.  Fire
and hail, fnow and vapour, and ftormy winds, fulfil
his pleafure : and the ftars in their courles, at his

command, hght again(t his enemies.

Gop fometimes lays cities defolate by the fword
of their enemies,  Numberlels inftances hereof are
particularly recorded in facred flory. And this 1s
one of the ways, in which God has often threatned
to chaftize a wicked and rebellious people.  This
threatning was executed in a moft terrible manner,
“even on his chofen people Ifrael, after thay bad
filled up the meafure of their iniquities: when Jeru-
falem was turned into an heap of ruins by the Ro-
maps, whom he armed and fent againft in

AT other times God manifefts his rightcous dif-

oleafurc againft wicked cities and countries, by fa-
B 2 mine.



J 2 A Serinon occafivied by the

arnc. Thos he reminds his people Tlracl, for their
"warning, of what be h.d formerly done-againft them
m this way ; and reproves them for their {tubborne
nofs under his affichng hand. ¢ I have given you
““ cieannels of tceth in all your cities, and want of
bread—1 have wiihholden the rain from you, when
there were yet three wonths to the harveft; And
I caufed it ro rain on one city, and caufed 1t not
to rain_ on another city—I have {initten you with
 blafling and mildew. When your gardens and
‘“ vineyards, and your fig-trees, and olive-trees 1n-
creafed, the paimer-worm devoured them @ yet ye
have not rcturned unte me, faith the Lord 4%

¥4
<

£t

£(

it

i<

Tre pellilence is another of thofe terrible judgs
ments, by which God fometimes lays cities and coune
trics defolate. The Ifraclites were offen punifhed
for- their fins 10 this way, asthey had been before
threatned. « 1 have f{ent amonalt you the pefli-
“ lence”, faith God to them, ¢ after the manner of
“ Egypr — and have made the flink of your camps
““ to come up unio your noflrils 1 yet have ye not
“« rerurned unto mel”?

Maxy cities have been déftroyed by terrible earth-
quaxcs ; fome intirely ; and others fo, far, as to be
laiting mo uments of God's righicous difpleature,

Cimrrivg innumerzbie other calamities and iudg-

wicied cides i I fhall here only fubjoin that of defo-
hatina fire. . Thus God threamned the ling of DBaby-
jon of il & Bohold, I am amiwfl thee, O thou

« moft rroud, faith the Lord God of hofls: for
« oy day s come, and the time that I wil wific
v« he—and Iwill Kindle a fire in bis citics, and it

¢ {hall

b

§ I

+ Armos Chp. 3V,
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“ {hall devour round about him$.” How many
cities have been thus laid in ruins ?  fome by fire
from heaven, or mighty tempefts of thunder and
lighting, as Sodom and Gemorrha : “OF which cities
it is faid, that they are < {et forth for an example,

“ {uffering the vengeance ol eternal fire ; called
eternal, becaufe thole cities were never rebuilded, but

remained to all generations the monuments of God’s
wrath. But thofe fires by which God deftroys, or

forely chaftizes, proud and wicked cities, are not
always thus kindled from heaven, as it were 1mme-

diately by the breath of God. They are more fre-
quently lighted up by other means; . either by treache
crous jnteftine enemies with defign, or accidentally
by other perfons. But by whatever means it comes
to pafs, it is not done but by the will and appoint-
ment of God, who over-rules all thefe events, and

has, doubtlefs, important ends to accomplith by
them, #

Aras]
+ Jer. L. 31, 32.

* Oxe of the greatelt and molt terrible fires known, was that
of Lonpox ia the reign of Charles II. A. D. 1666, Of
which the reader may pleafe to take the following account,
extradted from Dr. Smollett’sCompleat Hiftory of England.

¢ ApourT this period, fays he, London was expofed to 2 ter-
rible difafter from a conflagration which broke out on the third
day of September, in the houfe of a baker, . The flames, aug-
mented by a ftrongly eafterly wind, raged with {urprifing vio-
Jence. They deftroyed fix hundred ftreets, including cighty-
nine churches, many hofpitals and public edifices, and thirteen
thoufand two headred private hooles. ‘The ruios comprehen-
ded four hundred aod thirty-fix acres of ground. The con-
flagration coutinued threc days, notwithftanding all the endca-
vours that could be ufed to flop its progrefs, the king and
duke aflilting perfonally on horfe-back, from the firflt alarm 1o
irs total ceflation. At lenpgth,when all hope had vanifhed, and
tha wretched inhabitants were overwhelmed with confternation
| ' and
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Aras! We need not go to diftant countries for
examples of calamities of this kind. This capital of
the province has feveral times f{uffered feverely by
means of firc :” Particularly about fifty years ago,
when a confiderable part of the town was reduced
fo ruins+.  Since which there have been divers de-
ftrutive fires in the town, tho’ all of them far lefs
stenfive and ruinous,  All of them, I mean, excepi-
g that of the laft week, which was doubtlefs by
far the molt terrible vifitation of the kind, that ever
it cxperienced ; whether we confider the number of
the buildings, the value of the effe@s confumed,
or the mulutudec of people reduced to want and
mifcry hereby., Some perfons of eafy, comfortable
fortuncs, are brought at once into a flate of depen-
dence but hitle better than that of beggary : Some,
of large and affluent ones, have loft the greater part
of what they poflefled : Whillt others of the poorer
{ort have loft all ; and are, for the prefent, deprived
of all means of getting a fubfiltence ; fo that they muft

either perifh, or become a public charge.
| SOME

and defpair, 1t fuddenly ceafed, and was intirely extinguitheds
after having reduced many thoufand families from affluence to
mifery, and the moft flourithing city in Europe to a deplorable
hzap of rubbith.  Neverthelefs the {pirit of the people did not
fick under this calamity, London foon rofe more beautiful

from its athes, Thes king — —— repulated the plans
of the new flrcets, fo as to render them more {pacious and

convenient than thofe which had been burned-  And he pro-
kibited the ule of lath and umber, as materials for the con-
{lrultion of the houfes. The narrownefs of the ftrcets had
rot oaly fubjelted them to cafualties of this nature, but alfo
prevented a free circolation of air, which being impregnated
with arimal vapors, was apt to putnify, and produce wtettious
diitempers, infomuch that London was fcarce ever frec from a
contagion ; whereas no fuch dittemper has appcared {ince the

ity was rebuidt, ™

¥ Tawards of an hundred buildings were then confumed,



Fire in Bofton, March 1760, y¢

SoMt circumftances preceeding and attending this
great difafter, are not unworthy of our particular no-
tice. Fires have beén more frequent in the town of
late, than perhaps they have ever been in times paft.
It 1s but three or four months iidce a confiderable fire
happened, whereby many perfons were great {ufferers.+
A tew weeks after this, another fire broke out ; by
which, tho’ not fo many dwelling-houfcs were con-
{fumed, yet perhaps as much damage was fultained. *
And for three days fucceflively before this laft,and molk
terrible conflagration happencd, the town was alarmed
by fire. The firlt of thefe fires broke out at a very
{mall diftance from this place ; [ it got to a great head,
and threatned to lay wafte this part of the town,together
with this houle of prayer, the houfe of God, wherein
we are now aflembled ; on which the fire had aétually
taken hold. But, thro’ the good providence of God,
this very dangerous flame was happily extinguifhed,
without the intire confumption of any one dwelling-
houfe: and we are "again permitted, contrary to the
expectation of many, to aflemble ourfelves for the wor-
{hip of God, as ufual, in this place. So that we have,
in this refpect, caufe to fing of mercy, while, 1 others,
we fing of judgment.

TdE alarm on the next day, viz. on tuefday, was
very great, and not without {ufficient reafon : When,by
{fome means, theLaboratory of the royaltrain of artillery
here took fire, and was blown up; when the a“join-
ing buildings took the fire allo, which was in imminent
danger of being communicated to the king’s ftores, in

which,

+ At Oliver’s dock ; about 12 or 1§ families being then burat

OUt- ' v
* At the welterly part of the town ; when two rope-walks,

with their apparatus, were deftroyed ; and other cffets to
the value of fome thoufands of pounds.

| On Monday, March 17th.
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which, it 1s faid, a large quantity of powder, charged
fhells, &c. were repofited. The apprehenfion of the
fire’s making its way to thefe ftores, and of the fatal
confequences that might thence enfue, put the town
into a general confternation. [t was fome time before
people thought it prudent, or advifeable, to approach
the fire, {o as to ufé any methods to extinguifh it. But
on further information, and a more exalt knowlcdge
of the fituation and circumftances of things, they ap-
plied themfelves to the bufinefs with gréat alértnefs and
refolution. And thus this fire was extinguifhed, when
1t had done only a fmall part of the damage that was
apprehended from it; tho' intfelf that was not in-
confiderable.

Tre day following, T diffcrent parts of the town, at
cifferent times, were alarmed with the cry of fire. It
did not, however, then get to a confiderable head any
where, fo as to become dangerous: Only as there 15
always fome danger from a fire, tho’ butfmall, ia fuch
a town as this jefpecially in fuch a dry and windy time
as it was then.

By thefe fires was ufhered in, that far greater, and
more fatal one, which has left fo confiderable a part
of the town in defolation and ruin. * And there
is one thing that deferves to be particularly men-
tioned with reference hereto; as it may tend to lead
Us into 2 proper confideration of the providence of
God in this affair. ' When this fire broke out, and for
{ome time before, 1t was almoft calm. And had it
continued fo, the fire might prebably have been ex-

tinguifhed 1n a thort time, before it had done much
damage,
+ Wedaefday the 1gth.

¥ It was difcovered between one and two o'clack on Thut{day
morping, the 20th,
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damage; confidering the remarkable refolution and
dexterity of many people dimonglt us on {uch occaftons.
But it {feems that God, who had {pared us before be-
yond our hopes, was now determined to Jet loofe his
wrath upon us; to * rebuke us in his anger, and
*’ chaften us-in his hot difpleafure.” In order to the
accomplithing of which defign, foon after the fire
broke out, he cavfed his wind to blow ; and fuddenly
raifed it to fuch an height, that all endeavours to put
a ftop to the raging flames, were ideffectual: Tho’
there feems to have been no want, either of any pains
or prudence, which could be expected at fuch a time.
The Lord had purpofed, and who (hould difannul it 2
His hand was ftretched our, and who fhould turn it
back. + ¢ When he giveth quietnefs, who then can
make trouble ! and when he hideth his face, who then .
can behold him ? whether it be done apainit a nation,
or againt a man only.”* It had been a dry feafon
for fome time ; unufuaily fo for the time of year.
The houfes, and other things, were as fuel prepared
for the fire to feed on : And the flames were {uddenly
{pread, and propagated to diltant places. So thar, in
the fpace of a few hours, the fire {wept all before it
in the dire€tion of the wind ; {preading wider and wi-
der from the place where it began, ull it reached the:
water. Nor did it ftop even there, without the de--
ftruction of the wharfs, with feveral veflels lying ac
themn, and the immingnt danger of many others)j We-
may now, with {ufhicient propricty, adopt the words .

of the Pfalmift, and apply them to our own calamitous
| - | | circums-

+ Hai. XIV. 27.  * Job XXXIV, 29.

I One large fthip, and cight or nine other veflels were burnt -
One of which was loaded, or partly loaded, with the king’s
.ordnance-ftores, ready to fail. The South-battery on the
water's fide was alfo defltroyed ; when {ome barrels of pow-
der taking fire, the explofion was heard, and even the fhock

felt, at many miles diftance,
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circumftances, ¢ Comie, behold the works of the Lord,
“ what defolatton he hath made in the earth.” So
melancholy a fcene,oceafioned by fire, was, to be fure,
never beheld before in Americay at lealt not in the
Btitith dominions . And when I add, God grant that
the like may. never be beheld again, I am fure you
will all fay, Amen !

I fhort, this muft needs be confidered, not only
as a very great, but public calamity. It will be many
years before this town, long burthened with fo great,
not to fay, difproportionate, a-fhare of the public
expences, will recover itfelf from the terrible blow.
Nor will this metrepolis only be affetted and prejudi-
ced hercby, The whole province will feel it, For
fuch are the dependencies and connexions in civi
fociety, regularly conftituted, that one part of a com-
munity cannot be much hurt, without detsiment to
the reft : As in the human body, it one member
fuffer, all the other members {uffer with it. Efpe-
eally, if the HEAD be fick, or mammed, the whole
body will foon feel the effets hereof, and partake of
its {ufferings. And whatever fome weak, or envious
perfons may imagine, the good of the province in
general, 1s very clofely connclted with the welfare,
and flourifhing condition of this CAPITAL : So that
if 1t fhould fall into decay and ruin, the moft remote
parts of the country would very foon feel the bad
effelts of it.

AT whatever time this difafter had befallen us, it
would have been a very great one : Butit is particti.arly
fo at prefent, when both the town and country are {o
much exhaufted by public taxes, efpecially the former :
When' we have {uch a load of debt lying upon us; a
load flill increafing, inftead of leflening 3 and when

T the
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the feafoa of the year is Jult coming on, for profccu-
ting our military defigns and operations. This cala-
mity could not well have befallen us at any time, ot
conjunéture, wherein we thould have been lefs able to
bear up under it, and furmount the difficulties oc-
cafioned by it. But without any reference to thefe
peculiar circomftances, which enhance the misfortune,
the lofs or damage, confidered in itfelf, is fo great,

that it cannot be exatly computed in fo thort a time
as that fince the calamity befell us. |

It highly concerns us rightly to improve this wafit-
tation of providence, and to conduct ourfelves pros
perly under it. This will be, not only our wifdom,
but our greateft fecurity againft public calamities and
difatters for the future, whether of this, or any othet

kind. We fhould neither defpife the chaftening of the
Lord, nor faint when we are rebuked of him.
a C 2 , Now

|| Ina vote which paffed the Great and General Court-on-the
faturday after the late fire, itis faid to ** appear on the
¢¢ beft information that could in fo fhort a time be obtained,
¢ that there were confumed one hundred feventy-four
¢¢ dwellinp-houfes and tenements,and onc hundred {eventy-
¢¢ five warchoules,. fhops and other buildings, with a great
“¢ part of the furniture, befides large quantities of merchan-
‘“ dize, and the ftack and tools ogP many trade{men ; that
¢ the lofs, upon a moderate computation, cannot be lefs
“¢ than one hundred thoufand pourids fterling ; and —
't that the number of families inhabiting the aforementioned
‘* houfes, was at lealt twe hundred and twenty ; three
* guarters of whom are by this misfortune rendered inca-
' pable of {fublilting themlelves, and a great mumber of
‘¢ them reduced to extreme poverty, and require immediate
¢ relief, > For which charitable purpofe three thoufand
pounds currency, being about two thoufand two hundred
and fifty pounds fterling, was voted to be drawn out of the
public treafury ; and his Excellency the Governor defired to
fend briefs throughout theprovince, recommeading a gene-
ral coatributien for the unbappy {ufferers.
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Now, this being truly a public, as well as great ca-
lamiity, I fhall, in the First place, make fome . re-
flexions upon it, ‘which concern.us all 1n common
Seconpry, 1 Thall dire@ my difcourfe. particularly
10 thofe amongft us, who have been more: immedzate
fufferers therein, And Twmirpry, To thofe, whole
dwellings and fubftance have been preferved 3 and
who are not directly involved in this calamity.

First, It becomes us all in general, ferioufly to
regard the hand and providence of God 1o this evil that
has betallen us. This evil, this great evil, has not
furely come vpon us, but by 'his appointment, and
sccording to his fovereign pleafure.  Various conjec-
tures have been made, and rumours fpread abroad,
concerming the particular means, by which this raging
and deftruétive fire was firft kindled up.  Which of
therv is right, or whether either of them be {o or not,
[ am not able to tell : Nor 1s this very matenal to
my prefent defign. By whatever means this calami-
rous event has come to pafs, we are to Jook {till
higher ; to the great Anthor and difpofer of all things
For the Lord himfelf hath done 1. We ought ulti-
~mately to regard him therein, it there be any fuch
thing as a providence fuperintending human affairse
‘“ Yixcept the Lord keep the ciry, the watchman
“ waketh in vain ¢ It is vain for us to rile up early,
““ or fit up late, to eat the bread of forrows.”” . And
rae firlt thing requifite, in order to 2 due improve-
ment of this vifitation, 15 a fixed, firm perfwafion,
rhat God’s hand and counfel determined 1t to be done ;
or that it is really a vifitation from him. "We ¢annot
proceed a {tep, in the way of religious refexion upon
ity unlels we lay chis down fuft as a certan principle.

We
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- WE ought, 1n the next place, to acknowledge the
juftice and nghteoufnefs of God, in bringing this fore
calamity upon us: For the Lord 1s righteous 1n all
his ways, and holy in all his. works. Juttice and
judgment are the habitation of his throne, not only
when the light of his countenance is litted up, and
fhines upon us in our profperity ; but alfo when
clouds and darknefs are round about him, and we
are overwhelmed with adverfity.. God does not af-
flict willingly, or grieve -the children of men, even
when they have incurred: his jult difpleafure : Much
lefs does he wantonly punifh the innocent. We may
affure ourlelves, it is not without jult and fufficient
provocation, that he has appeared -thus againft us. It
becomes us therefore to be humble and {ubmiffive
under his chaftening hand ; under this great {rown of
his providernce. . For wherefore hould . a living
“ man complain, a man for the punithment of. hlS
“ fins}

THis is a feafon, wherein it doubtlefs becomes us
all ferioufly to examine our ways, in order to difcover,:
as far as may be, what are the fpecial grounds and
reafons of God’s difpleafure againft us, and of his con-
tending with us in fo terrible 2 manner. , Indeed this
general copfideration, that we are ﬁnful creatures m
common with the reft of mankind, were plainly. fuffi-
cient to juftify God’s dealings with us, even tho’ this
calamity had been far greater than itis. However,
the holy fcriptures give us reafon to think, that God
feldom, or never, brings very great ‘and public cala-
fities upon a community, unlefs it s for fins of a
very heinous and provoking nature. In which re-
fpect, there feems to be a wide and material difference
berween the condu@ of providence towards nations,
or communities, and towards, particular perfons. _FDE

wit



22 A Sermon occafioned by the

with regard to the latter, this certainly will not hold,
true ; the beft men being often the greateft fufferers
in this world. ¢ Al[ things come alike to.all ; and
“ there is one event to the righteous and to the
¢ wicked, ™ if we {peak with reference to individu-
als, in this prefent ftate : So that ** no man knoweth
 enther love or hatred from all that 1s before him ;”
cither by the profperity he enjoys, or the adverfity
which he fuffers. © Which feems not applicable to
communities 3 at leaft, pot eafily reconcileable with
the fcripture account of God’s condudt towards them,
to fay nothing of what we are taught by experience.

X prETEND not to penetrate fo far into the views
and defigns of providence, as to be ‘able particularly
and pofitively to determine, for what reafons it is that
God has thus forely chaftized us. ¢ His judgments
are a great deep,”” We may, however, conclude in
general, that whatever fins are moft prevalent amongft
us, thefe are fins which have contributed moft to brinyg
this great calamity upon us. In going thus far, there
1 no prefumption. No particular fins, or finners, are
indeed to be excluded, as not contributing to bring
calamities upon a people, whenever God fends them.
However, I fuppofe we are to look for the primary, or
chief caufes of common calamities, notin a compara-
tively fmall number of particular perfons, however im-
pious or profligate 3 but in the main body of a people.
Common judgments muft ordinarily be fuppefed to
to have fome common caufe.

Axp are there not fome fing, with which we are
very generally chargeable ? If any one fhould affert,
that we were generally profane {wearers, whoremons
ers, drunkards, adulcerers, thieves or lars, he would
goubtleﬁ himfelf deferve no -better a charalter than
that .
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that of a falfe accufer, and fhamelefs calumniator.
There, are indeed, many fuch fioners amongft us;
but it is to be hoped their number is fmall, n com-
parifon of thofe who are guiltlels of any of thele
crimes, But fuppofe any one fhould fay, that pride
was a {m very generally prevalent amongft us, would
he merit the charalter of a falfe accufer 7 If another
were to affert, that we were generally addicted to
luxury,. would he be a calumniator ¢ If a third were
to tax us with being generally felfifh, and greedy of
gain, without a due and proportionate regard to the
welfare of the public, or of our neighbour ; could
we truly deny the charge ? If a fourth were to ac-
cufe us of formality in our religion, of laying too
great ftrefs on fome things of little or no importance,
and comparatively neglefting the weightier matters of’
the Jaw and gofpel, could we juftly deny this to be
our charatter 7 I do not myfelf bring thefe general
accufations ; but it would not be amifs for us ferioufly
to confider, how far they might be juft. If there be
a real and {ufficient foundation for them, we need not
be at any lofs for fuch caufes of God’s difpleafure,

as are CONURON to us,

Nor would it be improper for us, on this occafion,
to inquire, whether we have been duly thankful to
God for the fignal mercies and deliverances which
he hath vouchfafed to us in times paft,. He has
fhown great favour and kindnefs to us at fundry times,
and in divers manners, Tho’ he has often . contend-
ed with us by fire heretofore; yet how often have
very threatning fires been feafonably extinguifhed ;
and not permitted to prevail againlt us. Have we
generally been thankful, properly thankful, for thefe
favourable appearances of providence for us,, in the
times of danger and fear 7 If not, our ingratitude in

? -
this
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this refpe, may be fuppofed one fpecial reafon of
the late terrible calamity. God’s defign may be,,
to make us more fenfible of former mercies, by the
greatnefs of the cvil he has now brought upon us.

Gop has repeatedly vifited us with earthquakes,
the moft alarming in their nature of any of his pro-
vidential difpenfations.  However his goodnefs and
compaffion have flill fpared us in thefe times of
our diftrefs, when we had reafon to apprehend the
moft awful and faral effelts of thefe vifitations ;  par-

ticularly of onc of them, a few years fince: Tho’
about .the fame time, the moft amazing defolanions
were wrought by earthquakes in fome other parts
of the world. Have we taken proper notice of his
dealings with us in this refpe@? If not, this may
be another reafon of the great calamity now brought

upon us,

Moreover :  Our enemics, during the late and
prefent war, have beén forming dangerous defigns,
againft vs, even againft this metropolis, But God
has repeatedly blafted their defigns; and has lately
given us the moft remarkable fuccefs againft them:
So that our once juft apprehenfions from them, are
vanifhed away ; and cven turned into triumph over
them. Have we been duly thankful for thefe de-
liverances and mercies 2 If not, this may be one
caufe, why he has now deftroyed by fire, what he
would not permit the enemy to deftroy.

Peruars we have rejoiced with an unchriflian, and
inhuman joy, in the diftreffes and calamities lately
brought upon our cnemies; when great part of their
country was ravaged, their villages burnt, their ca-

pital city befieged, ‘and pastly confumed by fire.’
It
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Tf we have rejoiced intheir mifery withan unrelenting,
favage temper of mind, God may have been hereby
provoked to bring this great ¢vil upen us; which, in
its kind, bears fome refemblance to what they have
fuffered. Or if we have not rejoiced in the mifery
of our enemics with' an unchriftian, barbarous joy;
perhaps we have triumphed over them with unchriti-
an pride; and been vainly clated with the Incecffes
God has given us, inftead of being humbly thank-
ful to him therefor. And if this be the cafe, God
doubtlefs defigiicd to ¢heck our pride by this vifita-
tion, and make us think more foberly nfy ourfelves,

BuT if thiere are no particular fins, with which
we are chargeable in' common ; yet are ‘we not all
in general chargeable with fome ? fome of us with
one vice, or mifdémeanour, and fome with another ¢
If fo, this is 4 fufficient ground for our being thus
chaftized by a common calamity. And we were
doubtlefs ripe for fome fignal punifhment from the
hand of ‘providence, when this great evil came upon
us. Many atrocious fins, and Hagrant abominations,
are found in the midft of us. To what an amazing
pitch of wickednefs and impudence, fome perfons
amonglt .us were arrived, is evident even from. fome
tranfafions at the time of the late terrible fire. For,
inftead of being affeGted with fo -melancholly 2’ pro-
vidence, and charitably affifting people in faving their
cffefts, fome therc were, fo hardened and fhamclefs,
as to taks the opportunity of the general confuiion,
to fteal and rifle their neighbours goods ! One would
hardly have thought it poffible -for- people to be {o
wicked, impious and abandon’d. I hope, indecd,
there were not many fuch ; and that thele were not
born and educated amongt us, tho' I am not certain.
Buor wherever they were born and bred, they arc

D certainly
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certainly a difgrace,. mot only to their.own country,
but to the world itfelf, and to humar.t nature. .

It does not become us, even the beﬂ of us, on
fuch an occafion as this, to juftify of. excife ‘our-
{elves; or to auribute this public calamity” wholly
to the fins'of others. Probably none of us can in-
tircly acquit ourfelves of having contributed to if,
by our own particular mifcarriages. ‘And it highly -
concerns us all, {erionfly to refle® upon our paﬂ
condud; and to humble ourfel*vc& under the rightcous

hand of God

"WE may all learn fome very ufeful and importanit
leffons {rom thlS vifitation, 1f ‘we duly attend to it.
We are hereby, more pamcu]arly reminded of thé
vanity of '.mrld]y riches, and the fo]ly of dcpendm{r
on, or placing our chief happlnefs in ‘thetn. How
fuddenly do they take to themfclves wings, and. fly
away, as an cagle towards heaven, leaing the pof-
feflors of them deflitute, not “only of fuperfluoug
wealth, but even of thofe thmgs ‘which are needful
for the bedy ! T s 15 one of .thofe difpenﬁtlons of
Pll}\LIﬂHLL, which give a particular force and énergy
to thefe words of the ap(}ﬁle— ‘' Charge them that
»« are rich, that they wuft not in uncertain riches,
““ bur in the hvmg God, who giveth us richly all
 things to enjuy And alfo to that moré encrll
adinonition of our Saviour himfelf—*¢ Lay not up
* for yourfelves treafures upon earth whera motk
“ and rult de corrupt, and where [hl&V::: break thro
« and fteal ; but lay up for yourfelves treafure in
‘ heavt,n,” &c.

To finifh lhcﬁ, general refleftions : We are all in

common adimonififed by this vifkation of providence,
| »
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¢o confider and amend our ways. Doubtlefs the end
of our being thus vifited and chaftized, is our refor-
matiop. Whatever fefious refleltions we may at
prefent make upon ‘this calamitous event; yet the
great defign of it will not be anfwered upon us, if
we continue unreformed. 'This is often the cafe,
Pharaoh and his™ people were in fome meafure hum.
bled, at the time when the plagnes were upon them.
Bur they foon forgat the judgments of heaven ; and
became more hardehed afterwards.  This was fome-
times the cafe allo with the people of Ifracl. « Thon
“* haft {tricken them?”, fays the prophet, ¢ but they
““ have not gricved'; thou haft confumed them, bus
* they have rcfuled to reccive correltion.  They
“ have made their faces harder than a rock, they
““ have refufed to return”.  If we are not rechimed
from our fins and vices by this calamity, we have
reafon to apprehend greater and heavier anes @ God's
anger will not be turned away; but his hand will
fhill be ftretched: ont againft us. O let us. not,
by - our impenitence and hardnefs of heart under
this corretion, provoke God to {mite ns with greater
feverity ;. left, perhaps, we perifh under his hand,
while there & 'tione to deliver ! But, on the other
hand, if we duly lay tohcart this fore chaftifement,
and return to (3od, he will doubtlefs return to ws
in iercy. ~ * Come then, and let us retarn unto the
¢ "Lbrd + For lie hath torn, and he will heal us:
“ lic hath fhiitten, and he will bind vs up”.  The’
ke hath vifited our tranfgreflions with a rod, and
our’ iniquities with ftripes ; yer lis loving kindnefs
will he not utterly taks from us ; nor fufter his fuith-

fulnefs to fai.

Bur I was in the next place, .
' Spcovory, To diret my difcourle paticalarly
Do | 1
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to thofc zmongft us, who have been the more im-
inodiate {ufferers in this common calamity. My
brabren, 1 truft we all n general heartily {ympa-
(fioC v"..n you, and bear a part in your affliciion,
Bar i 1t concerps vs all m common, feriouﬂy to
conlider the hand of Ged in this vifitation, allow
we o remind you, that it more elpecially concerns
you to do fo, on whom this great calamity, by his
irtment, *has more immediately fallen. To us,
s ;:r“'fIdLiz s more tan v.mj?crb ; to you it {peaks’
i:':;’i lander, cveain thuvder. would, however, be
y'*”t [rowm infinuating, that the ushappy perfons
2ro e imedizte fubjedts of this calamity, are
.22 s 2 gatlry 1n the (ight of God than others.
Thysvonid be ..tf once uncHarltabIc 1n itfelf, and 2
[1..1.1] v.osulion oF 4 ruiz, or maxim, which our Saviour
aid down oen an ;ccal on not aitogether unlike to the
profean Por 4  you muflt acknowledge, that altho’
] ..1... mxonicon of prmidence i this Viﬁta-
all of ud 1 cemmon YE[ [0 you It 18
3 and immaediaic, as well as Jouder. You
nig am_;r -_mi"'lc’llﬂl-:d 0 eXamine your ways, in
3 uw of vifl nw and wial.  And if you fhould
' .f::a:'._,, this previdence, you would doubtlcfs be
more moxcuiahe than others,

-f
a
-

as.
"D

"Il -llp"'

.0 Tere

I-ll-i-.'

It becomes you to bear your lnﬂ'cs, howcver
creaf, with patience, and humble refignation to the
witlof God : Ferhezis, you will remember, thae
hzs brouphe this evil upon yeu, Nor has he taken
any thing from you, which he did not firft give 1o
vou.  All thar 15 1n the heaven and m the earth, 18
nis: both riches and honor are of him +. And you
zre fenfibic that ail his worldly and temporal gifts,

¢ gikis enly daring bis goed pleafere : Ne abfolute,

perl,ctm!

+ 1 Chorn, XXIX. 11, £2.
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perpetual grants ; but fuch as he has an indifputable
right to recall, at whatever time, and in whatever
manner, he fees fit.  You have therefore no reafona-
ble ground of complaint; but.ought meekly to ac-
quicfce in what bie ‘hath done. It were not amifs
for you an this occafion, to refledt on the much grea-
ter loffesand fufferings of Job; and on the manner-ig
which he condufted himfelf under them.  He * fell
“ down upon the ground, and watfhipped, and fiid,
« Naked came 1 out. of my mothers womb ; and
« naked thall T retorn thicher : the Lord gave, 'ind
¢t the Lord hath taken away ; ‘blefled be the name of
¢ the Lord, In all which Job finned nor, nor
¢ charged God foolifhly?y, = o
God has-doubtlefs wife and holy, and even gracious
ends, to anfwer by wiliting you in this manner, ‘The
vifitation is particularly cilenlated to wean your dffec-
tions from this evil world ; and excite you to feek,
with greater diligence, the true, (piritval riches,  Per-
haps your hearts have been heretofore too much fet
upon the world; and thofe riches which will not
«+ profit in the day of wrath,” 1f this be the cafe,
God liath thown you your error by chis vifitation of
his providence ; and calls upon you hereby, for the
future to fet your affeftions only on thofe things that
are above, where Jefus Chrift fittcth at his right hand,
It will be happy for you, if you make fo reafonable
and wife improvement of your worldly loffes’; they
will then be the greateft pain to you in the .end.
Any accellion to, or increalc .of your virtues, is of
tar more benefit and importance to you, than thou-
(ands of filver or of gold would be,or all v.{df]illﬁ
riches. "Thefe are corruptible and tranfitory : but
that is a treafure that fadeth not away, incorraptible
and erernal.  And a good man, in the language. of
i Chap. L " the
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the apoltle, equally bold and bcuutiful, “ having

¢ potuing, poffefeth all things’ .

Tiese whofe habitations and wealth have beed
confumed by this defolating fire, have fill great
caufe of thankfulneﬁ, that their lives have becn pre-
{erved. ¢« The life 1s more than meat, and the
“« bedy than raiment.”  Confidering the time when
this fire broke out, being the dead of the night, when
peeple were in their beds, and {fome of them on beds
of ficknefs; confidering the violence of the wind,
and the ra pldlty with "which the flames fpread, and
aacch’d from place to place ; the wide extent of them,
and the ccneral cont};(‘ on and confternation wlhcn
they occalion’d ; confidering thefe things, I fiy, it
would ot have been ﬁrqnﬂ‘c if many perfons had
Fcnﬂxu together with thetr ﬁ]b{hnce and mixed thewr
Cﬁh dil 3 “Ud W [h t* Of thC!I‘ LW(“I']QQ Bl][’ Nno I {r,
was ol In "‘..15 refpedt, God remembered mer-
ey nthe mid of judgment; which demands ovr
grateful acknowicdgments ; and purticulardy tlie
thanke of thofe, who were o dangir of " cing con-
fumcd in their dwiélhings, a3 many of i wnhapny
fufferers were,

Bronge: I take it for f*":m 4, that fow, or nope
ef you, my bréthren anJ ufual hearers, bave loftall
vour woridly {ubftance, as fome others are faid 1o
nave done. Let me therefore cxbort you to be

thankful 10God for what he bas Jeft you fill poflefied
of ; efpecially if that be fufficient for you. to fubiift
mmronab;} upon, in the way of honeft iudufls y
Tho’ you ought not to defrife the chaftening of the
Lerd in the loffes you have fufiamed ; yoiit becomes
you to acknowledoe lis goodneis in wia: ix lett you.
It mmot o great deal thatis necellary o *hie cndv; or

l‘:fb
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Jife : virtue, and mederate defires, are fatisfied with
liteke 5 and haviag food cnd raiment, you ought to be
therewith content,  We brought nothing into this
world, and 1t 1s certamn we can Carry nothiug out ot
it, how much foever we poflefs : "Though if we could,
it would be of no advantage to us. In heaven we
fhould pot need, but defpife and negle@ it ; and m
hell it would not alleviate our torments.

But if any of you {hould have loft all youe
worldly fubflance by this calamity, you ought nat,
however, to defpond under this trial, or to faint, being
thus rebuked of the Lord ; but ftill to place yous
hope and truft in him, who hearcth the young ravens
when they cry. ¢ O fear the Lord, ye his famrs
«« for there is ho want' to them that fear him.” The
% young lions do lack, and {uffer hunger; but they

« that {cek theLord fhall not want any good thing§'.”
I reminded you above of the fuflerings and patience
of Job; let me now remind you of the * end of
the Lord” with refpet to hiny';  that the Lord is
« yery pitiful, and of tender mercy . That good
man faw at length an happy iflue of his troubles.
Yor « the Lord blefled the later end of Job more
than the beginning*”.  You may from hence take
fome encouragement : God is able to make all things
abound to you, Anditis a circumftance not unwor-
thy to remind you of, for your confolation, that you
live in a country, at leaft In a town, wherein.there s

a general difpolition in the people to afiord necelary
relicf to the poor and afflited : So thar you have
no reafon to be under any anxicry of mind refpeing
a livelihood ; efpecially if you enjoy bodily health
and flrength, “with abifiey to exercafe fome lawful
calling. But whatever be your condition in this

§ Pfalm XXXIV. 9, 30, } Jemce V. 11, * Chap, XLIL, ver, 32.
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world, godlinefs with’ contentment will be, not only
your duy, but your greateft gain. You'fheuld en-
deavour to be prepared for whatever circumf{tances.
God thall order fzer you ; and to this end, befeech
him to give you the temper of the holy apoftle, who
faid, ¢ I have learned in whatloever ftate 1 am,
‘ therewith to be content : I know both how to be
*“ abafed, and I know how to abound ; every where,
“¢ and in all things I am inftructed, both- to be full
““ and to be hungry, both to abound and to fuffer
“ need$”, Even the Son of man bad pot where
to lay' his head, tho’ the foxes have holes, and the
birds of the air have nefls.—And if the fame mind
be in you, which was in Chrift Jefus, you will bear
the extremeft poverty without repining.  Left there-
fore you Thould be wesry or faint in your minds,
confider_him, who “ tho he were rich, yert for your
lake became poor”: Learn of him to be truly
““ meck and lowly in heart; and whatever be your
outward condition, you will then ¢ find reft unto
your fouls”; fuch reft as the greateft worldly prof-

perity cannot give !

Trizory : Let me now twrn my dicourfe to
thofe, whofe habitations and fubftance have been pre-
ferved in this time of defolation ; efpecially to thole,
who have been in imminent danger of being fharers -
with others therein, As this calamity is fromGod,
fo it is he who has direfted it where to fall, and
prefcribed its bounds and limits, You fhould there-
fore be fenfible, that he has been your preferver ;
and made this ditinftion between you and others.
If others ought to acknowledge his providence in the
¢calamity which has befallen them, certainly it is not
lefs incumbent on us to acknowledge it in our own

, prefervation.

+ Phil. IV, 11, 12,
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prefervation. Had God, who commandeth the wind
when and where to blow, given a different dirc&ion to
it, our habitations might have been confumed, while
thole of the prefeat unhappy {ufferers were preferved.
I mention this circumf{tance particularly, becaufe it is
famihar and obvious ; plainly (howing, that itis God,
and not man, who has made this difference; an im-
portant truth, which might be evinced by other con-
{iderations alfo, were there time and occafion for it

Nor ought we to attribute our prefervation to

any {uppofed merit, or {uperior goodnefs in ourfelves; |

or the fufferings of our neighbours, to any greater guiit
or demerit in them. Qur Saviour {eems o have de-

figpned a general caution againft fuch imaginations, in a
paffage which was alluded to above. When certain
perfons told him of fome Galileans, whofe blood Pilate
had mingled with 'their facrifices, expelting, probably,
that he would have attributed this to the great wicked-

nefs of thofe Galileans in comparifon with others, his
reply was — ¢ Suppofe ye that thefe Galileans were

¢ finners above all the Galileans, becaufe they fuffered
* fuch things ¢ I tell you, Nay—Or thofe eighteen,
¢ on whom the tower of Siloam fell, and flew them ;
« think ye that they were finners above all men that
¢¢ dwelt at Jerufalem ? I tell you, Nay : But except
¢ ye repent, ye fhall all likewife perifh.”” Our Sa-
viour’s meaning here is not, that thofe Galileans,
and thofe - Jews, were not finners; or that they did
not jultly fuffer fuch things on account of their fins.
Neither of thefe things can be fuppofed. Bur the
obvious defign of this remarkable paffage is, to teach
us that God, in his providential government of the
world, does not always fingle out the greateft finners,
to make them the greateft fufferers in the fight of

men ; and, confequently, that we ought not to con-
E, clude
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ciote enfolres more rizhteous than others, merely
boroaic we at prefent efeape thofe judgments which
cornd otarrs, God will finally give to every man
secending ro his deeds, in weight and meafure, and
coof proporiion. Bur at prefent he adts as 2 fovea
veern s Iomaan, in the outward difpenfations of his
yrocioence towards particular perfons; agreeably to
the osfervations of Solomon, mentioned in the for-
wor portoof this Difconrfe, that ¢¢ all things come

ke 1o ol ; that there Is one event to the righteous
l.

L |
r |
T

and the wicked ; and that no man kooweth either
love or hatred from all thar 15 before him” A oreat-
er than Sciomon bas confirmed thefe remarks on
the condudt of divine providence.  We fhould there-
fore tal:ic heed, that we do not attribute to our own
Juperir picty or virtue, what we ought to afcribe
folely to the fovereign plealure of God, and his
crifinauifhing favour towards ws.  For to apply our
Savieur’s language and reafoning above, to the me-
iancholly occafion before wis : Suppefe ye that thofe
who have larely fuflered fuch things. were finners
sbove all that dwell in Boston ? Ttell you, Nay !
Av lealt, we have no reafon to think them fo, on
this account.  Many who have clcaped this difafter,
and rerlaps we ourfelves, are as great, or greater
(nnors ; and except we repent, fome ¢ worle thing
‘“ may come unto us .

VHAT fhall we rencer unto the Lerd for his dif-
ingtifhing goodnefs to us n this refpelt ? Tt becomes
L to rencder pranfe to him; for * whofo oficreth praife,
fach the Lord, glerifieth me.”  We fhould alfo fhew
cur grantude to God, by devoting ourfelves, and all
we Lave, to his honor and fervice.  His goodnefs and
forbearance lead Us to repentance, while his righteous
feverity is exercifed towards others for the fame gf:nerél
end.
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end. Us he draweth with the cords of love, while h»
fcourgeth others, not more guilty, with the rod of at-
fiction. And fhall we defpife his goodaefs, forbear-
ance and long-fuffering ! If there be any pecubiar au-
dactoufne(s, or prefumption, n delpiling the chaften-
ing of the Lord ; there 1s certainly a peculiar balenes
and difingenuity, in defpifing his goodnefs.  We and
our {ubftance, have been as it were plucked out of thae
fire, by which others have {uftered fo much. Let us
therefore take heed, left we incur that heavy cenlure,
Amos Chap. IV, 1 have overthrown fome of you
““ as God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrha 3 and Yi
were as a fire-brand plucked out of the burning ;

Xy B
L

¢ yethave ye not returned unto me, faith therord !

(41

-

WiLer it not particularly become us to thew our
gratitude to God for his diftinguilhing mercy to us,
by chearfully imparting of our {ubftance for the rehit
of our indigent brethren ¢ The government has alrea-
dy done fomething for their prefent reficf.  But there
being fo many of thefe unhappy fufferers, they will
doubtlefs ftand in need of farther {fuccour and affiflance,
before they are in any method of fupporting themfelves.
And God forbid, that any of us who have efcaped
this calamity, thould be backward to diftribute, or ua-
willing to communicate, as there may be occalion,
and we have ability! One reafon, we may well {up-
pofe, why God has {pared "our-fubftance, is, thar we
right be in a capacity to relieve and allilt thof-, .
whom his holy providence has render’d objelts of cur
charity. Itis partly for their fakes, not wholly for
our own, that our {ubftance has been preferved. WNor
can I indeed doubt, but that the people of the town
will be generally difpofed to liberality on th's occalibn 5
cipecially when 1 refiect, }I]fw largely Fand chearfully

2 LiC Y
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they contributed a few months fince, on a ﬁmxlar

occalion. T
.

BuT it is time to draw to a conclufion of this dif-
courfe. When God’s judgments are abroad in the
carth, it is then more efpecially incumbent upon the
inhabitants thereof to learn righteoufnefs. If we do
not regard the paft, or prefent, there may probably be
other, and heavier ones, in ftore forus. At leaft it
is certain, that the wicked fhall not finally efcape the
righteous Judgment of God. ¢ For behold the day
¢ cometh thar fhall burn as an oven, and all the proud,
““ yea, and all that do wickedly, fhall be as ftubble ;
¢ and the day that cometh fhall burn them up, faith
¢ the Lord of Hofts, that it (hall leave them neither

“ root nor branch.”* Such a fire as we have lately
feen,

+ About a thoufand pounds lawful money was colle&ed in the
feveral religious aflemblies 1o the town, for the relief of the
fuffercrs by the late fire near Oliver’s dock : A large fum,
conftdering the impoverifh’d and declining ftate of the town,
and the geeatnefs of the public taxes. And the’ the difpo-.
fition of the people be f{till the fame, and the prefent oc-
calion much greater, and more urgent than the former ; yet
it will naturally be remember’d, that our ability 1s now lefs,
than it was then. The more the rown then gave away, the
lefs it now has to give : And many who, as we fuppofe, con-
tributed largely on that occalion, are fo far from being able
to do the like now, that they need relief themfelves,

it s to be hoped thcrcﬁ)rc that our friends and brethren who
Iwc in the country, where thur fitnation fecures them fo ef-

Gaally againft calamities of this nature, will {erioofly coa-
inﬁ.r the prefent diftrefled condition of the town ; and fhew
their chriftian benevolence on this occafion agrecably to the
Frief which his Excellency theGovernor has iffued out. And
we are the more encouraged to exped this, by reflecting
how chearfully fome of them arade collections for the poor
amonpft us, at the time of the laft gencral {mall-pox in the
town, ——¢ With foch ferifices Gnd is well plcafcd P

* AMal, IV, 1.
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fzen, efpecially.in the night, diffufes general terror and.
diftrefs. What then will be the confternation, how
great the amazement, of a guilty world, when the Son
of man {hall be revealed from heaven in flaming fire,
taking vengeance on them that know not God, and
that obey not his gofpel! The old world penihcd by
water : But the licavens and' the carth that now are,,
are referved unto fire, ‘againlt the day of judgment,
and perdition of uugodly men,- And -even thefe leffer
fires and conflagrations, which ftrike us with {fo much
awe, may naturally remind us of that general, and
far more awful one, which the prophets and apoltles
have foretold s when the earth 1tlelf, with the works
that are therein, thall be burnt up, and the elements
fhall melt with fervent heat.—** Secing then that all
¢ thefe things thall be diffolved, what 1 manner of per-
“ {ons ounrht we to be, in all holy converfation and
‘ godhrht:!sfJ looking for, and hafting unto, the com-
“ 1ng of the day of God!””—To the wicked this will
be a day of unutterable woe ; but to them that fear
his name,, and ferve him, a day of triumph and exul-
tation. Happy are they who diligently prepare for
it. But, alas! there are many, who will not be per-
fuaded, that there is fuch a day approaching ;  fcof-
« fers, walking after their own lu&s, and faying,
« Where is the promile of his coming ¢ For fince the
¢ fathers fell alleep, all things continue as they were .
“ from the beginning” And many of thofe who
profefs to befieve it do not practically regard it, mind-
ing only earthly things : and fuchas thefe will accord-
Imly be overwhelmed with a fudden and remedilefs
d:ftruttion. For ¢ as it was in the days of Noah,
‘ fo {hall it be alfo in the days of the Son of man.
“ They did eat, they drank, they married wives, they
““ were given 1n marriage, until the day that Noah
“ ¢ntered into the ark @ and the flood came, and de-

¢ ftroyed
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# ftroyed them all. Likewife alfo as it was_in' the
*' days of Lot ; they did eat, they drank, they bought,

they fold, thcy planted, they “builded : But the
® fame day ‘that Lot went out of Sodom, it rained
* fire and brimftone from heaven;.and deftroyed
_ ®them all: Even thus fhall it be in the day when
% the Son of man is revealed !

+ Luke XVII. 26 —30.

THE END.
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