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CONCERNING 
• 

u mt Ion 
AND 

on-
TO THE 

IGHER ERS: 
With fome REFLECTIONS on the RESISTANCE made to 

• 

H A R L E-S 
AND ON THE 

Anniver ory of his Death : 
In which the MYSTERIOUS DoCl:rine of that Prince's 

Saintfhip and Martyr.dom is UNRIDDLED: 

The Subltance of which was delivered in a S E R M 0 N preached in 
the Well Meeting·Houfe in Bojlolt the LORD'S·DAY after the 
30th of January, 1749 I 50. 

, , 
Puhlifhed at the RequPjl of the Hearers. 

• , , 

By ONATHAN MAYH~~,. A. M. 
Pallor of the W ert Chur~h in BoJIolt. . 

• 
Ftar GOD, honor the Killg. Saint PAUL. 

He that rulelh 0'11£1' Men, mujl he ju/l, fuling;lI the Fear o/GOD • 
. ' Prophet SAMUEL. 

1 have laid, )'e are Gods- hUI J'e /hall die like Men, alld "/ail lill, --
one of the PRINCES. King DAVID. 

, , 

Qpid memorem infandas credes! quid faEla ·TYRANN I 
EfFera? Dii CAPITI ipfius GENERIQUE refervent­
N eenon Threleius longll eli1ll vrjle SACERDOS 
.Obloquitur ; Rom. ral. Prin. 
,.;;,~--,-----.----_._-,----'-'-- -----
B 0 S.'! 0 N, Printed and Sold by D. FOWLE in Queen./I~eet; 

and by D. GOOKtN over·againft the South·Meeting·Houfe. IHo • 
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. 'HE elt/ding. diJcourJe is. the lqft of Ihret 'tIponth~' 
, fame: ff:l.!JjeO, wilb' forke IItile alm~/ionj' thliJaidi.·' . 

lions. It is boped Ibal but Jew will think the..., 
luo/eO oj il an improper one ~o be difcourfed ~n in Ih~, 

. ' 

pUlpil, un4er ono#on that tbis is preaching poli!ics, injJead, 
, .' .' 

of CHR1S1. HQwever, to remove all prejudices of lhis. . , . ' 

forI, I beg it may be remembred, tbat "all Jcripture . is· 
profitable Jor doftrine,for reproof, for CORREC'fION,for 

injruflion jn ;'ight~ouJnefl.'.' *, Why, then, /hould ?Jot, t~oft . , .-"', . , 

parts of Fripfure whichrefate io ciyjil :govlrnt11enf,~ be ~x· . 
, . . ,~, ". ..~. . 

amined and explained from the dejk~ as well aro,hers ,? Qbe~ 
" ' 

aicnce to the civil nzagifirate is a chriflian duty: and if 
.' , . ' 

[0, why /hould not the nature, grounds ant! extent 0/ it be 
eonjiaered in ochriflian aJJembly? Befid~~, if jt' b~ jaiAipat 

, • , • . ,,1' .. \_ . 

it is out of charafter for a chrij/idn mhziPer to 111eid/~ 'UJi{h 
[ueh 0 Juo/eft, this emJure will at laft Jail apof/the 'b'oly 
opojJles. '1hey write upon it in Iheir epifiles 10 chriflian 
churches : dnd Jurely it cannot be deenicdeither critninal or 

• • •• • • • 

impertinent, to attempt all explana/ien of tbeir ~oftrine..' 
I .• i:,\,:\1 

11' was tbe near approacb of the Thirtieth of January, 
thaI turned tny thoughts to Ihh Jao/eft: on which joJemnily 

tbe fiavilh dofJrine of pa.l/i7Je ~l;edience and non-re[tjlance, 
.. p ... 6 % et. 111. I • ...... -.' - • 

• 

• 

• 

, 



, , 
.. - ,-" .. , .' ,~.~ 

. . ' .'" -" 

'p R E It' ACE: 
•• '. 

is often warmly offerted; and thediJfentm from tDe ejlaJ 

bliJhed church, repre[ented, not only as ftifmalics, (with more 
• 

of Iriumph Ikan .0/ Irutb~ ana of ch()ler than chrif1ianily) 
• • 

Qui alfo as peifons oj feditious, Irai/erous and rebellious 
principles GOD be tbanked one may, in any part of the 
britilh dominions, Jpeak freely (if a decent regard be paid 
t~;!hofe in aWhorityJ b~th of government and religion; and - - . 

, e'V~n, -gi'l./e flme oroad hints, that he is engaged on·the jide 
of Liberty, the BIBLE anti Comnlon: Senfe, in 'oppojition 

to ryramry, PRIESr-CRAF{ and Nonjen{e, wi~houl bet'ng 
• , 

in danger eilher of the bafiiIe or' the inquifition: Though' 
there will always be fome interejled politici'ans., conlraClea 

• 

bigots, and h)'pocrilical zealots for a party, to't4ke offence' 
at fuch freedoms. Their mJure is praift: Their praift 

is hifa~y . A'/pirii; oj domination is always t~ be. gua;:d~tI' 
... ,'_ ,\.1, '", 

~g!zinJl b'oth. hz chilr.eh and jlale, even in limN, of the g.reateft-
jeiiiri/y ; jric~ as Ihc·prejenl is amongft US; . at 'fC'aft as 
10 the latter. '.Jhofe 11ations who are now iroaning under 
theJr~1J [cep!er of Iyraml), were once free.'. So l~eY:t1I;g/;t. ' 
probaBly;, hit;; re;jldined, bya ftaJonabTe ca~tion Ilga1n} ,tie.: 

.. ," . JL. 
Ipol{i ni'eafUf~s. 'Civi' tyranny is ujually [ma}l in '#s be ... 

, , . . 
gil11Ji1lg, like" the drop of a bucket," • Iii] ,ai 'engt/;~ . , ' , . . 
like a mighty torrent, or the raging waves of Ihp jea, tt 
\' , ". 

b;'ars do';;/t'all before it. anti deluges whole counlries and, 
J '" " ••• 

cwpires.'thus ii i; as '10 ecclefiajJical t)'rmznyalfo, the 

'il0f! cruil;'inlolerahie and impiotls, of any. From [mall 
beginnings, (t it exalts itfelf above all that is called GOD 

'~,wd Jhnh.s' worfhipped" t PepPft./Jave 110 jecurflj 

~. ... 'j"')"l'- :: I. 
I _ ...... , .t.J., , 

, 

agabrft 
, 

-



p, REF A C E., 
, ' . . 

, , , 

• 

~gainfl };eing ,!mper~ifully priefl:~ridden, o{tlbykeepingalJ 
, -

imperilJus BISHOPS, and ,other CLEJ,WIMEN who love' 
," _ .,,;, .. : .'.,',',.1 

10 " lord,it, over, God' s h6rit~ge," from getling ,heir foot 
... ',' . , ..... , .. ,,'-

infOlhe ftirrup Of ,all. Let, th,embe . ~nce fairl] , m~u~t~,: 
and their "imiffs, the laiety," oJ. m~ prance and flounce 

, " 

oooullo no purpoJe: And, .they will, . at lellgth,,pe 10 jaded 
and back'd hy' ,theft. "re.verend j~ckies" that. they wilt no~ 

• 

wen, ha.ve fpiriotsl enough to complain, that their ' backs, are 
galled.; or,-Iike Balaam'.s '!ft, to, ",rehuke the madnejs 
~~ orlbe prophet." II . 

, ' 

. 4' ffHE 'myflery oj iniquiiy began to work" t rom 
, .. , 

In ih~ lays hf fome oj the apof1les. But the kingdom oj 
, , 

Antichrift waS- then, in one reJpefl, like the kingdom oj 
heaven, however different in all others. It was " as a 
"grain of muftardJeed." * 'fhis grain was Jow,! in . , 

Italy, that frUitful field: And though it were" the lea) 
•• • • • 

" of aU feeds;" it foon hecame a mighty tree. It has, 
Io.ng ./ince, O'Uerfpread and darkned the grealejJ part of 
Chriftendom,. fo that we may apply to it what is Jaid of 

• 
the tree which Nebuchadnezzar law in his vifion "'l'he 
" height thereof reacheth unto hea'fJC1Z, and the fight thereof 
" to the end of all the earth And 'l'HE. BEASTS OF 
" 'IHE FIELD have /hadow under it." 'f'yramJ] briltgs 

, , 

ignorance and brutality' along with it. It degrades l11en 

from their juft rank, into the daft of brutes. II damps their 
[piril!. ,- II luppreJ!es arls. . II eXlinguijhes every Jpark of 

noble ardor and generofity in the breafls of thoft who are 
enjlavcd by it. It makes natural~-flrong a/zd great mil1ds, 

-I- Mr. Lr}lie. ~ 2 Pet. ii. 16. t 2 The!. ii 7. 1i' Mat. xi:i, ~ I. 

feeble 

• 

---

• 

, 
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- - . . , 

P ~R--E- F --A:, C E~' 
. . . . .. . . , , , ' . . " 

fee'ble and little ';' and triumphs :over. the _r~in[()f vir/IIi 
and' humanity,<fhiris'irue of I];anny in every jhape.' 

" • • t A • , • , , 

thefe can be:nothlHg' great ~nd good?:' where 1t~Ji1jtuen(~ 
'taches, For which -rc'lljo'iz it iJecOmes every f'iend to truth . . .... '. 

\ , '. " .. ), ,.. 
and human kind l ' ev~tj- IO'fJer of God: and. ' Ihe 'chriflian 

.. -, ".. , , 

religion, 10 bear a pari ;n oppojing this :hatefut monjler, It 
1 • '. -

was a de}ire lo'C01itribute a mite/awards cartying'ona way. 
.' t··· 

agaihfl this 'common enimj, that produced tbe following dip 
tourfe,'; And int· jerve iff 'any ~etlfure; to'keeP up 'a [pirit 

• • • • 

of civil and religious liberty a1JZ0Hg/I us; my- end is an~ 
• 

fwered.. .r'bere are virtuous, and candid men in 'alljefls ; 
all fltcb are -to be eficemed: '['here are aljo vicious me~ 

. '. . 

and bigots in all feCis ; and all fuch oughn 'to be defpifed~ 

• 

, 

• 

" To virtue only and her friends, a friend ; 
, 

• 
, 

, 
, . , . , 

" The world befide, may ,murmur or commend; .. 
• • 

" Know, all the difblnt din thai world can 'keep' 
, . 

• 

," Rolls o'er my grotto, and but fooths my fleep.'~ 

-
, 

• 
, 

, 
, 

, 

. , 
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, 

, 
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Concerning Unlimited Submiffion 
and N on-Refifiance to, the 

• 

ROM. XIII. I.' 8. 

-
" 

'I. Let every foul he flhjell unto the higher powers. For there is 
no power hut of God: the powers that he, are oraainea of Goa. 

2. Whojof'lltr therefore rrftJ1elh the power, rrftJ1elh Ihe ordinance of 
God: alld they that rtjiJ1, flall recti'lle to thtmfel'llu damna/;oll. 
, 3. For rulers are 1101 a terror to good 'Works, but to the evil. 
Wilt Ihou thm /lot he afraid of Ihe power? do that which il 
zood, ana tholl flalt have prai/e of the Jame : 

. 4. For he is the miniJ1er of God to thee for gooa. Bul if thou 
ao that which is evil, he afraU; for he heareth /lot the Iword 
ill 'i/ain : for he is the mi/liJ1er of God, a revenger to execute 
'wrath upon him that doth evil. 

, 5. Wherefore ye muJ1 /leeds he Juhjea, /lot only for wrath, {,lIl 

alfo for cOlzjcience Jake. 
6. For, for this cauft plly you trihute a/fo: for thry are God'i 

miniJ1m, attending continually upon this <very thing. 
7. Renaer therefore to 01/ their aues: trihute to quhom trihllte is 

due; cuJ1om, to whom cuJ10m ;fiar, to wham fiar ; hanollr, to whom 
honour. ' 

T is evident that the affair of civil government may 
properly fall under a moral and religious confidera­

, tion, at leaf!: fo far forth as it relates to the general , 
nature and end of magiftracy, and to the grounds 

and extent of that fubmiffion which perfons of a private 
• 

character, ought to yield to thofe who are vef!:ed with 
B authorjty~ 

• 
, 

, , 

, 
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2 0 tldlimited Submi.flion, and 
. 

authority. This muf!: be allowed by all who lI.cknow-
ledge the divine original of chriftianity. For although 
there be a fenfe, and a very plain and important fen fe, 
in which Chrift's kingdom is not of this world; this in­
fph-ed apofl:les have,. neverthelefs, laid down fome general 
principles concerning the office of civil rulers, and the 
duty of fubjects, together with the reafon and obligation 
of that duty. And from hence it follows, that it is pro­
per for all whO acknowledge the authority of Je[us Chrift, 
and the infpiration of his apoftIes, to endeavour to under_ 
frand what is in fact the dodrine which they have deli­
vered concerning this matter_ It is the duty of chriflian 
magiftrates to inform themfelves what it is which their 
rtili"gion teaches concerning the nature and defign of their 

. office. And it is equally the duty of all chriJIianpeo­
pie to inform themfelves what it is which their religion 
teaches concerning' that fubjedion which they owe to 

the higher powers. It is for thefe .reafons that I have 
• • 

attempted to examine into the fcripture·account of this 
matter, in order to lay it before you with the fame 
freedom which I conftantly ufe with relation to other 
dodrines and precepts of chriftianity; not doubting 
but you will judge upon every thing offered to your 
confideration, with the fame fpirit of freedom and liberl}. 
with which it is fpoken. . . 

THE paffage read, is the moft full and exprefs of any 
in the new·teftament, relating to rulers and fubjects : 
And therefore I thought it proper to ground upon it, 
what I had to propofe to you with reference to the 

• 

t John xviii. 36. 
authority; 

• 



Non-Reftjlance to the Higher Powers. 3 

authority of the civil magiftrate, and the fU,bjecUon 
which is' due to him. But before I enter upon an ex­
planation of the feveral parts of this pafi'age, it will 
be proper to obferve one thing which may ferve as a 
key to the whole of it. 

, , 

IT 'is to be obferved, then, that there were fome 
perfons ,amongft the chrijJians of the apoftolic age, and 
particularly thofe at Rome, to whom St. Paulis here 

, . . . 
,writing, w~o feditioufiy difcIaimed all fubjeCtiontocivil 
,authority; refufing to pay taxes, and the duties laid 
~upori their trafit and merch~ndize ; and who fcrupled 

, 

not to fpeak of their rulers, without any due regard 
'to their office and charaCter. Some of thefe turbulent 
. chrijJians were converts' from j udaifm" and others from 
:paganifm. ·The jews in general had, long, before thill 

, 

time, taken up a ftrange conceit, that being, the pecu-
liar and elefl people of God, they were, therefore, ex­
empted from chI'! jurifdiCtion of anyheatl;en princes ,or 

. governors. Upon this ground it was, that fome of . ' , 
• 

, 'them, during the public miniftry of our blefi'ed Saviour, 
came to him with that quemon' -Is it law/alto· give 
tribute unto Cefar or not? * And this notion many of 

. them retained after they were profelyted, to the ihri­
ftian faith. As to the gentile converts, fome of, them 
grofiy miftook the nature of that liberty which the gof­
pel promifed ; and !thought that by virtue of their 
fubjeCtion to Chrift, the only King and Head of his 
church, they were wholly freed from fubjeCtion to ,any 
other prince; as tho' Chrift's kingdom had heen 0/ Ihis 

• Matth. xxii, IT. 
fJJorU, 

, 
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4 01 unlimited Submijio?t, and 

world, in fuch a fenfe as to interfere with the civil 
powers of the earth, and to deliver their fubjeCts from 
that allegiance and duty, which they before owed to 
them. Of thefe vifionary chriJiians in general, who dif. 
pwned fubjeCtion to the civil powers in being where 

• 

they refpeCtively lived, there is mention made in feveraI 
places in the new·teftament: The apoftle Peter in par~ 
ticular, charaCterizes them in this manner them that ; 
deJpiJe government preJumptuous are they, felf-willed, they 
are not afraid to Jpeak evil of dignities. t Now it is 
with reference to thefe doting cbriflians, that the 
apoftle fpeaks in the paff'age before us. And I fhall 
now give you the fenfe of it in a paraphrafeupon each 
verfe in its order, defiring you to keep in mind the 
charaCter of the perfons for whom it is' defigned~ that 
fo, as I go along, you may fee how juft and natural 
this addrefs is ; and how well fuited to. the circumftances 
of thore againft whom it is levelled, 

• • • 

• 

THE apoftle begins thus Let every foul lI! he fuijel1 
un/o the higher powers; II for there is 110 power § but of 

_ . t 2 Pet. ii. 10. 

'I> E'lJtry Joul. This is an hebrailm, which lignifies every man; fo 
that the apol1:le does not exempt the clergy: fuch as were endow­
ed with the gift of prophefy, or any other miraculous powers 
which fubfi.fted in the church at that day. And by his ufing the 
heo,"w idiom, it feerns that he had the je'tv(fo converts principally 
in his eye. . 

II '[be highf/, Pq,,~·(/,s: more literaUy, the o'lJer.ruling powers: which 
term extends to all civil rulers in common. 

§ By po"uer; the apoftle intends not lawlefs Jlrcngth and brll.tal jom, 
without regu.1ation or proper direction; but juft authority; for fo 

. the 1V0rd here ·ufe.d properly figriifies. There may he power 
where there is no authority. No man has any authority to do 
what is wrong and injurious, though'he may have power to do it. 

God: . 
-

• 

• 
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Non-ReftjJance to the Higher Powers. 5 

God: the powers that be lit are ordained of God t ver. J; 

q. d. " Whereas fome profeffe.d chriflitms vainly ima­
" gine, that they are wholly excufed from all manner 
" of duty and fubjeCtion to civil authority, refufing to 
" honour their rulers, and to pay taxes; which opini~' 
cc on is not only unreafonable in itfelf, but alfo tends to . . 
" fix·a lafting reproach upon the chriflian name and 
" profeffion, I now, as an apoftle and ambafi"ador of 

, 

~' ehrift, exhort everyone of you, be he who he will, 
~' to pay all dutiful fubmiffion to, thofe who are vef­
" ted with any civil office. For there, is,. properly 
"fpeaking, no authority but what is, derived from 
" God, as it is· only by his permiffion and providence 
" that any poffefs it. Yea, I may add, that all civil 
~' magiftrates, as fuch, altho' they may be heathens, are 

, 

" appointed and ordained of God. For· it·is certainly 
." God's will, that fa ufeful an inftitution .as that of 
" magiftracy,. 1hould ' take place in the world, for the 
~' good of civil foelery." The apoftle proceeds : Who-

• 

jbever, therefore, refrfJetb the power, refrfJelb the ordinllnrc 
• 

* rhe powers that be : thofe perfons who are in faa veiled with 
authority; thofe who are in polfeffion. And who thofe are, the 
aponJe.leaves chrifiians to ,determine for themfelvcs; but who· 
ever the}! are, they are to be obeyed. , 

.~ OrJailledof God: as 'it is not without God's providence and per; 
miffion, that any are clothed with authority; and as it is agree­
able to the 'pofitive will and purpofe of God, that there fhoald 
be Jotne.per/ons veiled with authority for the good of fociety : not 
that any' rulers have their commiffion immediately from God 
the fupreme Lord of the univerle. Jf any alfert that kings, or 
any other rulers, are ordained of God in the latter .fenfe, it is in­
cumbent upon them to 1how the commiffion which they freak 
'of,- under the broad feal of heaven. And when they do lhie, 
they will, no doubt, be believed. 

of 

• 
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. , 

of God; and they that. refrft jhall receive to themfelves' 
damnation. ver. 2. q. d. "Think not, therefore,' t'hat 
" ye are guilders of any crime or fin againft God,. 
" when ye faCtioufiy difobey and refift ,the civil au-

. , 
.~, thority.· For magiftracy and govern~ent being, as 1 

, , ' 

" have faid, the ordinance and appointment of God, 
" it follows, that to refift magiftrates in the execution of 
" of their offices, is really to rerrft the will and ordi-

, 

" nance of God himfelf: And they who: thus refift, 
" ~ill accordingly be punifuedby Goo'for' :this : fin in 

• 

" common .with' others." , The apoftIe goes on,-' For 
rulers are not a te"or to good works, but to the evil. t 
Wilt thou then, not be afraid of the power? Do that 
which is good, . and, thou foalt. have. praije of .tbe 
fame. For he is the. minlfter of God to thee for gqod; 
ver. 3d, a~d: part of .the 4th. q. d. "That you may 
" fee the truth and juftnefs of what 1 affert, (viz. that 
" magiftnicy is the ordinance of, God; and that you 
" fin- againft him in· oppofing it,) confider, that even . -., '.'-

"pagan rulers, are not, by the nature and. de6gn of 
" their office, enemies and a terror to the good and 
" virtuous aCtions of men, but only to the injurious 
" and mifchievous· to fociety. Will ye not, then, re. 
" verence and honor magiftracy, when ye fee the good 

t For rulers are Ilot a terror to good 'Works, but to the e'IJiI. It can· 
not be fuppofed that the apolHe deligns here, or in any of the 
fucceeding veries, to give the true charaaer of Nero, or any 
other civil powers then in being, as if they were in faa {uch 
perfons as he defcribes, a terror to evil works only,' and not 
to the good. For fuch a charaCter did not belong to t}lem ; 
and the apoftle was no fycophant, or paraiite of power, • what­
ever fame of )lis pretended fuccelfors have been, He only tells 
what ruler. would be, provided they aCted up to their charaCler 
and office. 

" end , 

• 

-
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, 

" end and intention of it? How can ye be fo unreafon~· 
", ble? Only mind to do y0\.lr duty as members of 

" , 

" foeiety ; and this will gain you the applaufe and 
. - . . 

" favour of all gOOQ rulers. For whil~ yo~ do thu~, 
, ' , 

• • •••• 

" they' are, by their office, as min~ers of God, obli-
" ged to encourage and protea: y~u; it is for this 
" very purpofe that" they, are clothed with power." 
The apotlle, Jubjoins But if thou do that which is ~vil, 
be afraid, for: 'he beareih not the fw~rt1 in vatll. For 
he is .the minijfer of God, a revenger, 10 e:mute, wrath 

, ' 

upon, him that doth evil.· ver: 4.I,atter part. q. d. "But 
" upon the other hand, if ye refufe to do your duty 
" as members of foeiety ; if ye refufe to bear your 

, 

" part in the fupport of government; if, ye are dif-
, 

" orderly,and do things which merit civil chaftifemenr, 
~' then, indeed, ye have reaf,!n to be afraid., For it is 

. " -
!It It is manifeft that when the apofile fpeaks of it, as the office of 

civil rulers, to encourage what i§ gool; and 10 punHh what is evil, 
he fp~aks only of civil good aQdfviJ., They ,are to ,confult the 
good of fociety 'as /ucn ;' not td diBale in religious conc'erns'; not 
10 make laws'for Ihe government p( m~l\'s confci~n<;es,; lind to 
in/liS: civil penalties (oJ' teligipus crimes. It is lufficient to over· 
throw Ihe doarine'of the aUthority of the civil magiftrate, in af. 
fairs ,of a fpiritual ,nature, (fo far ,as it is built upon any thing 

, ,vhich is here faid by St. Paul, or upon any tbing elfe in the 
'new-teJbimen't) only to obferve, thafall the 'magillrates tbell in 
, the wor,ld were healhm, implacable e~emies to chrillianity : fo 
that' to give them a!lthority in' religious 'matters, would have 
been, in elfeS:, to give them autbority to extirpate the chrillian 
~e1igion, and to ellablilli tbe idolatries and fuperllitions of pagan. 
ifm. And can any onereafonably' fuppofe. that the apollle 
had any intention to extend the authority of rulers, beyond con­
cerns'merely civil and political, to the overthrowing of that reli. 
gion which he ,himfelf was fo zealous in propagating f But it 
is natural, for thofe whore religion cannot be fupported upon ' 
the footing of reaCon 'aod argument. to haverecour(e to power 
and force, which will ferve a bad cau(e as well as a good one i 
and indeed much better. " 

" nOC -

, 
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" not in vain that rulers are veft(:d with the power of 
" infliCl:ing punifhment. They are, by their office, 
" not only the minifters of God for good to thofe that 
" do well; but alfo his minifters to revenge, to die- -
" countenance and punifh thofe that are unruly, and in': 
" jurious to their neighbours." The apoftle proceeds 
-Wherefore ye mufo needs be [ubje8 not only for wratha 

. but alfo for conJcience Jake, ver. 5. q. d. "Since there: 
" fore, magiftracy is the ordinance of God ; and fince 
" rulers are, by their office, benefaCl:ors to [oeiety, by 
" difcouraging what is bad, and encouraging what is· 

• 

" good, and fo preferving peace and order amongft 
• 

" men ; it is evident that ye ought to pay a willing 
, 

" fubjeCl:ion to them ; not to obey merely for fear of 
" €xpofing yourfelves to their wrath and difpleafure, 
" but _ al(o in point of reafon, duty and confcience : -
" Ye are under an indifpenfable obligation, as cbriflians~ 
" to honour their office, and to fubmit to them in 
" the execution of it." The apoftle goes on For, 
for this caule pay you tribute alfo: for they are God's 
nziniflers, at/ending continually upon this very thing, ver. 6. 

q. d. "And here is a plain reafon alfo why ye ihould 
" pay tribute to them; for they are God's minifters, 
" exalted above the common level of mankind, not 
" that they may indulge themfelves in foftnefs and 
" luxury, and be entitled to the fervile homage of their 
" fellow· men ; but that they may execute an office no 
" lefs laborious than honourable ; and attend continually 
" lJpOn the public welfare. This being their bulinefs 

and 
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- "and duty, it is but reafonable, that they fuould be re": 
" quiced for their care and diligence in performing it; 
" and-enabled, by. taxes levied upon the fubjea, effeau· 
" ally to profecute the great end of their inftitution, 
" the good of fociety." The apoftle fums all up in 
the following words ' , Render therefore to all their 
dues : tribute, * to whom tribute is due; cujlom, * to 
whom cujlom ; fear, to whom fear; honour, to whom 
honour, ver. 7. q. d. "Let it nor, therefore, _ be faid 
" of any of you hereafter, that you contemn govern· 
" ment, to the reproach of yourfelves, and of the 
"chrifJian religion. Neither your being jews by na, 
" tion, nor your becoming the fubjeas of Chrift's king­
" dom, gives you any difpenfation for making diaur· 
" bances in the government under which YOll live. 
" Approve yourfelves, therefore, as peaceable and duo 
" tifu! fubjects. Be ready to pay to your fulers all 
" that they may, in refpea of their office, juflly de­
" mand of -you. Render tribute. and cuO:om to thofe 
" of your governors to whom tribute and cuO:om be­
" long: And chearfully honor and feverence all who 
" are vefted with civil authority, according to their 

" deferts." --
-

THE apoftle's doarine, in the pafi"age thus explained, 
concerning the office of civil rulers, and the duty of 

*. Grotius obfcrves that the greek words here uf~d, anfwer to the 
tributllm and 'VfEligalof the Romans; the former was the money 
paid for the foil and poll; the latter, the duties laid upon fome 
jorts of !Uerchandizc. And what the aponIe here fays, defervcs 
to be fenoully confider~d by all chrifiians concerned in that com­
mon practice of carrying on an illicit trade, and running of Koods. 

C fubjeas, 

-

-
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fubjeCl:s, may be fummed up in the following obfer'; 
• 

vations ; * 'Viz. 

THA T the end of magillracy is the good of civil 
fociety, as fuch : 

THA T civil rulers, as Jnch, are the ordinance and mi­
ni!l:ers of God; it being by his permiffion and provi-

• 

dence tbat any bear rule ; and agreeable to his will, 
that there 1hould be lome per/ons velled with authority 
in [oeiety, for the well-being of it : 

THA T which is here faid concerning civil rulers, ex­
tends to all of them in common: it relates indifferently 

• 

to monarchical, republican and arifiocratical government; 
and to all other forms which truly anfwer the fole end of 
government, the happinefs of fociety; and [0 all the 
different degrees of authority in any particular flate ; 
to infeiior officers no lees than to the fLlpreme : 

• 

THAT difobedience to civil rulers in the due exer·' 

eife of their authority, is not merely a political fin, but 
an heinous offe11ce againfl God and religion: 

THAT the true ground and reafon t of our obliga.." 

tion [0 be fubject to the higher powers, is the ufefulnefs 
of 

* The feveral obfervations here only mentioned, were handled at 
large in tlVO preceeding di{cou,fes upon this fubjeEl. 

t Some Cuppore the 3poftle in this palTage inforees the duty of 
fubmifl:on, with two arguments quite diJlinCt from each other; 
one taken from this confideration, that rulers are the ordinance, 
and the minifiers of God, (ver. I. 2. and 4.) and the other, 
from the benefits that accrue to fociety, from ci~'il government, 
(ver. 3, +, and 6.) And indeed there may be difiinCl motives 
and arguments for fubmiilion, as the), may be [cIJarately \:iewed 

and 

• 

-



• 

• 

NOlt-Reftjlance to the Ifigher Powers. I I 
• 

of magifrracy (when properly exercifed) to human foeiety; 
and its fubferviency to the general welfare : 

THAT obedience to civil rulers is here equally requi­
red under all forms of government, which anfwer the 
role end of all government, the good of fociety ; and 
to every degree of authority in' any frate, whethe~ 

fupreme or fubordinate: 

(From whence it follows, 

TH A T if unlimited obedience and non-refiftance, be 
IJere required as a duty under anyone form of govern­
ment, it is alfo required as a duty under all other forms ; 
and as a dmy to fubordinate rulers as well as to the 
fupreme.) . 

AND lamy, that thofe civil rulers to whom the 
, 

apofl:Ie injoins fubjection, are the perfons in pojft./fion; 

and contemplated. But when we conlider that rulers are not 
tIle ordinance and the mioifiers of God, but ooly fo far forth as 
they perform God'i will, by atling up to their office an.d cha­
raller, and fa by being benefallors to fociety, this makes thefe 
arguments coincide, and run up into one at laft : At leaft fo 
far, that the former of them cannot hold good for fub­
miffion, where the latter fails. Put the fuppofition, that any man 
bearing the title of a magifirate, ihould exercife his power in 
fueh a manner as to have no claim to obedience by virtue of 
that argument which is founded upon the ufefulnefs of magi­
ftracy ; and you equally take off the force of the other' argu­
ment alfo, which is founded upon his being the ordinance and 
the minifter of God. For he is no longer God's ordinance and 
mini(ler, than he aas up to his office and charaaer, by exer­
ci/ing his power for the good of fociety This is, in brief. 
the reafon why it is faid above, in the Jinguiar number, that 
the true groulld and reafon, &c. The ufe and propriety of this 
remark may be more apparent in the prllgrefs of the 
argument concerning refillance~ , . 

the 

, 

• 

, 
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the powers that be ; 
authority. t 

thofe who are aClually vefied with 

• 

THERE is one very important and interefiing point 
which remains to be inquired into; namely, the extent of 
that filbjeCl:ion to the higher powers, which is here enjoined / 

• 

as a duty upon all chrifiians. Some have thought it 
warrantable and gloriolls, to difobey the civil powers in 
certain circUlufiances ; and, in cafes of very great and 
general oppreffion, when humble remonftrances fail of 
having any effect ; and when the publick welfare can. 
not be" otherwife provided for and fecured, to riCe una~ 
nimou(1y even againft the fovereign himfelf, in order tQ 

redrefs their grievances ; to vindicate their natural and 
le~1 rights: to break the yoke of tyranny, and free. 
tllemf~ves and pofterity from inglorious fervitude and 
ruin. It is lipan this principle that many royal oppref­
lors have been driv.en from their thrones into banilP_· , 
ment; and many flain by the hands of their fubjeCl:s. 

'I' This muft be underftood with this pl'o'Vifo, that they do not 
glOlly ahuJe their power and trult, but exercife it for the good 
of thore that are governed. Who theCe per Cons were, whe. 
ther Hero, &c. or not, the apo!l:le does not fly; but leaves it 
to be determined by thofe to whom he writes. God does not 
interpofe, in a miraculous way, to point out the perfons who 
ihall bear rule, and to whom fubjeClion is due. And as to the 
unalienable, indefcalible right of primogwiture, the fcriptures 
are intirely filent: or rather plainly contradict it: Saul being the 
firil king among the ljraelitn; and appointed to the royal dig. 
nity, during his own father's life· time : and he was fucceeded, 
or rather fuperfeded, by Da'lJid, the laft born among many 1m. 
Ihrett-Now if God has not invariably determined this m'alter, 
it mull, of courIe, be determined by 111m. And if it be deter. 
mined by 1mn, it muft be determined either in the way of 
force, or of campoli. And which of thefe is the moll (quitahJt~ 
on b.e no. qQJ:ltion. . 

It '. 
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It was upon this principle that 'farquin was expelled from 
RaIne; and 'Julius Cefar, the conqueror of the world, 
and the tyrant of his cpuntry, cut off in the fenate houfe. 
It was upon this principle, that king Charles I, was be­
headed before his own banqueting houfe. It was upon 
this principle, that king 'James II. was made to fly that 
country which he aim'd at enfiaving: And upon this 
principle was that revolution brought about, which has 
been fo fruitful of happy confequences to Great-Britain. 
But, in oppofition to this principle, it has often been af­
fereed, that the fcripture in general (and the paffage un­
der confideration in particular) makes all refiftance to 
princes a crime, in any cafe whatever If they tmn ty· 
rants, and become the common opprefiors of thofe, 

. ~! 

whofe welfare they olight to regard with 11 paternal :if-. 
feaion, we muft not pretend to right ourfelves, unlef~ it 
be by prayers and tears and humble in treaties : And if 
thefe methods fail of procuring redrers, we muft not 
have recourfe to any other, but all fuffer ourfelves to be 
robbed and butchered at . the pleafure of the Lord's 
anointed; left we fhould incur the fin of rebellion, and 
the punifhment of damnation. For he has God's au­
thority and cOf!lmiillon to bear him out· in the woril: 
of crimes, fo far that he may not be withftood or 

• • • 

controuled. Now whether we are· obliged to yield filch 
an abfolute ftibmiillon to our prince; or whether difo­
bedience and refiftance may not be juftifiable in fome 
cafes, notwithftanding any thing in the paffage before 
tlS, is an inquiry in which we are all concerned; and this' 
is the inquiry which is the ~ain defign ~f the prefene-. . - -

difcourfe ... • 

• Now , 

• 

• 
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Now there does not feem to be any neceffity of fup': 
poling.. that an abfolute, unlimited obedience, whether 
aCtive or paffive, is here injoined, merely for this re"ron, 
that the precept is delivered in abJolufe terms, without 
any exception or limitation exprefiy mentioned. We are 
enjoined, (ver. 1.) to be jubjeB to the higher powers: 
and (ver. 5.) to be jubjeB for confcience Jake. And 

• 
becaufe thefe expreffions are abfolute and unlimited, (or 
more properly, general) fome have inferred. that the 
fubjeCtion required in them, muil: be ablolute and unli· 
mited alfo: At leail: fo far forth as to make paffive 
obedience and non refifrance, a duty in all cafes what­
ever, ·if not aCtive obedience likewiCe. Though, by the 
way. there is here no diftinClion made betwixt aClive 
and paffive obedience ; and if either of them be requi­
red in an unlimited fenfe, the other mllil: be required in 
the fame fenfe alfo, by virtue of the prefent argument; 
becaule the expreffions are equally abfolute with r~a: 
to both. But that unlimited obedience of any fort, 

• 

cannot be argued merely from the indefinite expreffions 
in which obedience is enjoined, appears from hence. that 
expreffions of the fame nature, frequently occur in fcrip­
ture, upon which it is confefi'ed on all hands. that no 
fuch abfolute and unlimited fenfe ought to be put. For 
example, Love not the world; neither the things that are 
in the world; t Lay not up [qr your [elves treajures upon 
earth ; * 'fake therefore nQ thought f()r the m()rr()w ; " are 
precepts expreJfed in at leaf\: equalJy abfolute and unli­
mited terms: but it is generall}'l allowed that they' are 
to be underftood with certain reftriaions and limitati-

t I John ii. 15. • M . att. VI. 19. - II Matt. vi. 34. 
ons; 

• 

• 
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-ons ; fome degree of love to "the world, and the things 
of it, being allowable. Nor, indeed, do the Rigbt Re· 
'{mend Fatbers in God, and other dignified clergymen of 
the efl:ablifhed church, feem to be altogether averfe to 
admitting of reftriCl:ions in the latter cafe, how warm 
foever any of them may be againft reftriCl:ions, and 
Ji.mitations, in the cafe of fubmiffion to authority, whe­
ther civil or ecc1efiaftical. It is worth remarking alfo, 
that patience and fubmiffion under private injuries, are 
injoined in much·more peremptory and abfolute terms, 
than any that are ufed with regard to fubmiffion to the 
injufiice and oppreffion of civil rulers. Thus, 1 fay unto 
)'011, that ye refill nol evil; but whofoeVtr /hall finite thee 
on the rigbt cbeek, ttlm 10 him 'be other alfo. And if tlJiy 

man will fue thee at tbe law, alld take away thy coat, let 
him have thy cloke aifo. And whofoever /hall compel tbee 
10 go a mile with him, go with bim twain. t Any man 
may be- defied to produce fuch {hong expreilions in 
favor of a pailive and tame hlbmiffiol1 to unjufl:, tyran­
nical rulers, as are here ufed to inforce fubmiilion to 
private injuries. But how few are there that underfiand 
thofe expreffions literally ? And the reafon why they 
do not, is .becaufe (with hlbmiffion to the quakers) 

• 

common fenfe {bows that they were not intended to 

be fo underf1:ood. . 

BUT to inilance in fame fcriptl1re'precepts, which are 
more direCl:ly to the point in hand.· Children are 
commanded to obey their parents, and fervants, their 
mailers, in as abfolute and unlimited terms as fubjeCl::s 

are 

" 

• 
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are here commanded to obey. their civil rulers. Thus 
this fame apoftle Children obey your parents in the Lora; 
for tbis is righl. Honour thy father and motber,' . whicb 
is the firfi commandment with promife. Servants, be obe­
dient to them that are your mafiers according to the jlejh, ' 
with fear and trembling, withjinglenejs of your hearl as 

• 

untlf Cbrijl. * Thus a1fo wives are commanded to be 
obedient to their htl£bands, , Wives, fubmit your [elves 
1m/o your own huJbands, as unto the Lord. For the huJband 
is head of the wife, even as CHRIST IS THE. 
HEAD OF THE CHURCH 'fherejore, as the 
church is fubjefi unto Chrijl, fa ret the wives be to 
tbeir own httJbtll1ds IN EVERY THING. t In all 
thefe cafes, fubmiffion is required in terms (at kart) 
:IS abfolLlte and llniverfal, as are ever ufed with refpeCl: 
to rulers and fl1bjeC1:s. But who fuppofes that the apo­
file ever intended to teach, that children, fervants and 

• 

wives, ihould, in all cafes whatever, obey their pa-
rents, marters and hli£bands refpectively, never making 
any oppofition to their will, even although they iho111d 
require them to break the commandments of God, 
or fhould caufeleily make an attempt upon their lives? 
No one puts fuch a fenfe upon thefe expreffions, how­
ever abfolute and unlimited. Why then ihould it be 
fl1ppofed, that the apofrJe deugned to teach univerfal 
obedience, whether aCtive or paffive, to the higber pow­
ers, merely becau(e his precepts are delivered in abfolute 
and unlimited terms? And if this be a good argument 
in one cafe, why is it not in others alfo? If it be faid 

:" Eph. vi. I, &c. t Eph. V. Z2, 23. 24. 
• that 
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that refiftance and difobedience to the higher powers, is 
, 

'here faidpofitively to be a fin, fo atCo is the difobedience 
of children to parents ; fervants, to mafters ; and wives, 
to huiliands,in other places of fcripture. But the quef­
tion ftili remains, whether in all thefe cafes there be 
not fome ~xceptions? In the three latter, it is atlowed 
tbere are. And from hence it follows, that'barely the 
ufe of abfolute expreffions, is no proof, that obedience 
to civil rulers, is, in all caCes, a duty ; 'or refiftance, in 
all cafes a fin. I fhould not have thought it worth 
while to take any notice at all of this argument, 
had it not been much infilled upon by fome of the 
advocates for paffive obedience and non·refiftance: For 
, 

it is, in itfelf, perfeCl:Jytrifling ; and render'd confidera-
ble, only by the firefs that has been laid upon it for 
want of better. 

THERE is, indeed; one paffage in the new-teftament; 
where it may feem, at firft view, that an unlimited 
fubmiffion to civil ,rulers, is injoined. ' Submit your 
[elves to every ordinance of man for the Lord's [ake,t I 

To every ordinance of man, However, this expreffion is 
no ftronger than that before taken notice of, with relation 
to the duty of wives So let the wives be JuDjeff to 
their own hufoands ' IN EVERY THING. But the 
true {olution of this difficulty ( if it be one) is this: by 
.every ordinllnce of man, - is not meant every command 
of the civil magiftrate without exception ; but evcry 

t 1 Pet. z. 13. 
• Literally, Ivery human injlitlltion, or appointment. By which 

manner of exprefiion the apo(Ue plainly intimates, that rulers de­
rive their authority immediate!;'. not from God, bllt from men. 

D order 

, 
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, . . . 

. -..' • f') 'I . • •• 

order of 1nagiflraies. a'ppoit}tedhy t»9n ; whether fuperior . " . ,., " . , . .. 

or inferior: For fo the apofHe eXplains hiri1felf in the 
very next words, , Whether it he to the king as {upreme., 
or 10 governors, . as unto them thai are Jent, ·&c. But, 

- . .. .' . . 
although the apoftIe had not fubjoined any fuch expIa-
., _.. \ . • ..J 

nati,on, the reafon of the thing. itfelf wotlld have obli-. 
. . ' 

ged us to limit the expreffion [every ordinance of man 1 
to fuch human ordinances and commands, as are not in-

, . . 
~ . . . .', " . . 

confifl:.eI!t with the ordinances and commands of qo~, . . . .. , 
• • 

the fupreme lawgiver; or with any other higher, and, 

antecedent, obligations. 
'J I" _ . 

IT :is to be 6bferV'ed, in the next pIaee, tbat'is the 
dUty' 6f' 'dniv'erfai bg~diehce aHd .·ri6'n~~ethlinc;e· to' ih~: . . .. . , .,'. " - .. " ".:. 

lJig'her powers, . cahnot be. argued froin the' a~foh:ite 1..J~li~, 
. " ' ... ~ .. " 

mited expreffions which the apofile here ufes ; fo neither 
can it be argued from the fcope and drift of his rea-

• • • 

loning" c<;>nfidered with relation: to the perlO,ns he: waS' 
4ere. opporing.. As was . obferved above~: there 'were . . . 

• 

fome profeifed chriftians in the apoftolic. age, whodif-' 
claimed all. magiftracy and civil authority in general; 
deJpifing government, and /peaking evil of digltities; fottle: 
under a notion that jewi OUg!lt not to be onder :the' 
jurifditlion ,of gentile rulers ;' and: others; tMtthey' \~ei'e' 
fet free from the temporal powers, by thrift.' Now it 
is with perfons of this licentious opinion and character, 
that the apoftle is cpncerned.And all that· was' direC1:Iy 
to his point, was to fhow, that they were bound to' fub: 
mit to Inagiftracy ill general. This is a circllmflance 
very I11ltcrial to be taken notice of, in order to afcertain 

the 
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the fenf~ qf, the, apoftle. For t.his being confidered, it 
is fufficknt to accpunt for all that he fays concerning th!! 
duty of fubj~aion, and the fin of refifiance, to the 
higher jJo'f!Jers, "witho,ut having 'recourfe to ,the doctrine 
of' 'unlimit,ed fUQmiffion and ,paffive obedience, 'in aU 

. -, 'I . \ .. . 

cares ~hatever. Were it known that thofe in opPQfi-
tion to whom, the apoftIe wrot~, allowed of ~ivil au-

,,' , . 
thoriey in general? a~d only a~erted that~here 'Yere 
flme 'cafes in 'which' obedience and non:refiftance, were . , . . 
'not a duty ; there would, theri; indeed, be reafon for 

.' . . 
interpr~cing, this: paffage as containing the doari~e of 
unlimited obedience, and non·refil1:ance, as it muft, in 
this cafe, be fuppofed to have been levelledagainft ' fuch 

. . . " 
as .denied that doarine. " ' But fioce it is c:eitain; ihat tnere 

• • • 
were perfoos. who vainly imagined, that civil government 
in general, was not to be regarded by them, it is moft 

, . 

reafonable to fuppofe, that the apoftle defigned his dif-
~ourfe only againft ihem. And agreeably to this 'fuppo~ 

, ' 

fieion, we find that he argues the ufefulnefs of civil !!la-
, 

giftracy in general; it~ agreeablenefs to the will and 
, ' ' 

purpofe of God, who is over all; and fo deduces from 
, 

hence, the obligation of fubll?iffion to it. But it will . . . ( 

not follow, 'that becaufe civil govern~et:lt, is, in general~ 
f • • - -. 

a gObd'inftitution, and neceffary to the peace and happi-
, 

nefs of human fociety, therefore there are no fuppofeable 
cafes In whichrefiftance to it can be innocent. So that . . ' . . 
the dlity of unlimited obedience, whether aClive or par-
five, can be argued, neither from the manner of expref-

, " 

fion here ufed, nor from the general fcope and defign 
of the paffage. ' 

AND 

• 
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AND if we attend to tlie nature of the arg\lment 
with which the apoftle here inforces the duty of fubmiC- 1 

fion to the higher powers, we !hall find it to be fuch a(1 
one as concludes not. in favor of fubmiffion to all who· 

• 

bear the tille of rulers, in cominon ;, but only, to thofe 
who a&luaJly perform the duty of rulers, by exercifing a 
reafonable and juft authority, for the good. of human 
fodety. This is a point which it wiII be proper to en-

, 

l:),rge upon; becaufe the queftion before us turns very 
much upon the truth or fal!hood of this pofition. It 
is obvious, .. then, in general, that the civil rulers whom 
the apoftle here fpeaks of, .and obedience t(> whom' he 
preffes upon chriftians as a.duty, are good rulers, t fuch 
as a~e,. in the exercife of their 'office and power, bene­
£lctors to fOdety. Such they are defcribed to be, thro'­
Qut this paffage. Thus it is faid, that they are not a 
terror to good works, but 10. !.he evil; that they. are God's 
miniOers for good; revengers 10 eXQ,Cute wratb upon bim 

• 

thai dotb evil; and that tbey allend continually upon. this 
vcry tbing. St. Peter gives the fame account of wIers: 
They are for a pralfe 10 tbem tbat do well, and tbe. pu· 
nifhment of evil· doers. * It is manifeft that this cha­
racter and defcription of rulers, agrees only to fuch as are 
rulers in fafr,.as well as in name: to fuch as govern 

• 

well, and aCl: agreeably t.O their office. And the apo~ 
file's argument· for .. fubmiffion to rulers, is wholly built 

t By good rulers, are not intended foch as are good· in a. moral or 
"r!igious, bot only in a political, fenfe ;. thofe who, perform. their 
d.-ty fo far as their office extends ;. and IQ·far as civil fociety, as 
foch, is concerned in their attions. 

" See the marginal note, page 6. See alfo the marginal note, p. 7. 
and 
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. and grounded upon a prefumption that they do in fact 
anfwer this charaCter ; and is· of no force at all upon 
fuppofition of th~ contrary. If rulers· are a· terror w 

• 

good works, and not 10 lbe tvil; if they are not miniflm 
for good to fociely, but for evil· and diftrefs, by violence 
and oppreffion ; if they execute wrath upon fober, peace-

. able perions, who qo their duty as members of fociety-; 
and fuffer rich and honourable knaves to efcape with 

. impunity ; if, inftead of attending'coniinually upfm the 
good work.of advancing die publick welfare, they attC1ld. 

. . 
ooly upon the gratification of their own luft' and pride 

-. . .. 
and ambition, to the deftruB:ion of the public welfare ; 
if this be the cafe, it is plain that theapoftl~'s argument 
for fubmiffion does noC reach them; they' are not the 
fame, but different perfons from thofe whom he cha­
raCl:erizes ;, and who muft be obeyed according to his 
reafoning\ Let me illiilhate the apoftle's. argument; by 

• • , . 
the following jimilitude: (it is no matter how far it is 

• 

'from.any thing which lias, in faa, happen'ed in the 
. ' 

world.) Suppofe, then, it was allowed, in general,: that 
.. the clergy were an ufeful order of men; that tney ought 

to. be efleemed very highly in love for their works fake; t 
• • 

and to be decently fupported by thofe whom they 
fe'rve, the labourer being worthy of his reward . •.. Sup­

. pofe farther, that a number of Reverend· and Right Re­
''Verend Drones, who w6rked nol '; who preached, perhaps, 
but onc~a year; and then, not the gofpel of Jefus Chrifr; 
but the divine rigbt of tytbes ; the. dignity of ·tbeir 
qjice as ambaJJadors of Cbri.fl~ the equity of fine-cures, and 

t 1 Thef. v. IJ. * I Tim. v. 18. 

a , 
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• 

. ap1tfra1ity of uenefices ;. the e~cel!ency of the dcv.01i011s 
• 

in that prayer book, which fome of them hired chap-
• 

lains 10 .uJe for them; ~r f<?me favourite point of church-
Iyrattny, and a1Jlicbriflian; ufu(p~tipn ;. fuppofe fuch men 
as thefe, fpepding th~ir lires in effeminacy, lUJ!:ury~nd 
idlenefs; (or when they were not idle, doing that whi:c:h 

. , 

.is worfe than idlenefs; fuppofe fuch men) fhould, mer~ly 
. by the· merit of ordination and con{ecralion, and a pecu­
liar, odd babit, c1~im : weat r~fp~ci:i and r~ver~nce', from 

'> J • 

thofe whom they civilly c!\lIed the beafls.6/ Ihe laiety ;.11 
• , • • ,_ 1 

and demand thouf~nds pir annum, for that good ferviCe 
which they , never. performed; and for which, if they 

.had .performed it-, this would be much more .than a qriOlj­
tum meruit : {iJpp~fe thi.s fhould be the cafe, (it is on'ly 

. by Wa'y. of ji!~'/e,. 'Qn9 (qrely it will give no offence) 
would not every body be aftonilhed .at fuch infolence, 
injqflice and impiety ? And ought not fuch .men to 
be,tol<;l,plain!y,. that, ~h~y:could Qotreaf9n~.b'y: expeB: 

_. ." . - .'. ,,' . . , ", 

the e~e~m and rfw.~rd, due ~o the mil)jft~rs.?f the g~fpel, 
unlefs they did the duties of their office? Should they 
not be told, that their title and habit c1~jmed no regard, 

• • • 

reverence or p.<!y, feparate from the cqr:e and. ~orkand 
. . , ~ '. 

vario~s dttl{es ef ~heir f~nflio.n ? A.nd~ha,t· whi,Ie' they 
neglected the latter, the jl)rmer ferv~d. only . tQ r~l)der . (, . . • • 

them the more ridiculous and contemptible? The appli-
cation of this jimilittlde .to the cafe in hand, is ver-y eary. 

• • • • • • 

, If thofe who bear the title of· civil nllefs. do not 
, .. . . " ' . -, . . . . 

• 

perform the dqty of civil rulers,. but aCl: direCl:ly €Olmter 
to the fole end and defign of their office ; if they 

Ii Mr. L,fic. 
• • 
Injure 
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injure 'aila :opptefs their- fubjea:s~ infteatl ef'defendi'ng 
theitrights and doing them good;' they have notthe 
leaftpre'tente to' be honored, obeyed and rewarded, ac-

, , , , 

cording tc,>'the' apoftle'sargument. . For his reafonihg, in 
otdet' to 'iliow' the duty; of fdbjetHbnto . the'. 'JJJgh~" , ... , . . 

poiweri, 'is, .~s' was • befiin~ obfetvea; iYulli whollY "upo-n 
tIre fuppofitidn, that they do, in /a&1, perform the' 
du·ty of rulers.' ' '.' , 

, " 
.~.. .- .... ~ .. ' ". ,-." , 

, . . -.J • 

dF it ,be faid,tliat the· apoftle nere: ufes anotber,ar,~ 

gument :·for fuotniffion to the 'high'e"p~(tfeh~hefides. that, 
which is taken from the ufefulmifs of:theii' offiCe to civil 
fQc!ety, when properly difcharged and executed; namely". 
that their power. is. from God ; ,that:they are ordained. oJ: . 
GOd;' and ithat· t.hey: tire Go'd'J'1tillflml'!S': .t\Ind if it be 
faid" tha't this ;argument for fubmimdn'to them will> hold 
good;althotigh they do not exercife their power fonhe . 

, . . . . 
benefit; , but . for the roin~ and d'eftnictiritl bf :'huri1:!n .; 
fociely ;' this objection was oli>viated~iri:pait~ <!h~f6r~. t ' 
Rulers have no authority from Gad :to :ab ,mifchief .. 
They are not God's ordinance, or God's 11liniflers, in 
.' , 

any· odler fenfe than as it isby his perrniffion and pro-
videlitc~;ihaf they ~re . ;exalted' itO: bear "rule ; ~1iiid .'as . 
magiffradi dulY'exercifed, and ~urhorliy'iigl1tly :.applied, ' 

• • •• • • • 

inc the ediaing ahd 'executing 'good' laws, 'Ia\vs adem- . 
, 

pered and accommodated to the common ~welfare of the 
fllbjecrs,muft be ftlppofed to be agreeable to the will of 
the' beneficent author and flipteme, Lbtd'of the uni-

, , 
verfe; whofektiigdom ruleth overall;'* ·and,whofe . 

+ See the mar:;in, pase 10, note t. .. pr.:!, ciii. '9. 
teuder 
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tmder mercies are over all his works. t It is blafph~my 
. . 

to call tyrants and oppr.e{fo~s, God's miniflers. They 
are more properly the .meffingers of falan to bl!JJet us; • 
No rulers. are properly God's minijlers, but fuch asare 
jufl, ruling in the fear of GQd. 1\. When once magiftrates 
at!: contrary to their office, and the end of their infri-

• 

tution ; whe.n they rob and ruin the public, inftead of 
being guardians of its peace aild welfare; they imme­
diately ceafe to be the ordinance and minijlers of God ; 
and no more deferve that g.Iorious charatl:er than common 
pirates and highwaymen. So that whenever that argu­
ment for fubmiffion, fails, which is grounded upon the 
ufefulnefs of magiftracy to ci.vil fociety, (as it always 
daes when magiftrates do hurt to fociety inftead of 
good) the other argument, which is taken from their 
being the ordinance of God, muft neceffarily fail a]fo ; 
no perfon of a civil charaCler being God's minil1er, in 
the. fenfe of the apoftie, any farther than he performs 
God's will, by exercifing a juft and ~eafonable author-ity ; 
and ruling for the good of the fubjet!:. 

THIS in general. Let us now trace the apoftle's 
rearoning in favor of fubmiffion to the higher powers, a 
little more particularly and exaCl:ly. For by this it will 
appear, on one hand, how good and conclufive it is, 
for fubmiffionto thofe .rulers who exercife their power 
in a proper manner: And, on the other, how weak and 
trifling and inconneCled it ·is, if it be fuppofed 'to be 
meant by the apoftie to thow the obligation and .duty of 

.~ Pfal. cxlv. 19. • % Cor. xii. 7. ~ z Sam. xxiii. 3. 
obedience 
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obecli~nce )to tyra:nnical, " oppremve rulers" inCOmmOR" 

" 

with'otf1ers9f a different charafrer. 
" " .' . " . 

THE apofiJe enters upon his fribjea: thus Let ever] 
: • - . • I • '. ',' • '. • 

foul be /ubjet1 unlo the higher powers; for" there is nil" 
, I • • 

power bul of God: the ~"owers thai be, are ordained 
oJ God::· Here "he urges""theduty 'of obedience from 
this" topic of argument, that civil nilers, "as" they jlre 
fuppofed "to "fulfil "the pleature of toa," are the" "~~di"" 
nance" of God. But how is this "an argument for" obe­
dience "to'fucih '"tul~ts as do not perform the pleafurc" 
of "God, 'bY doitrg good; but the pleaflire of" the 
devil," by doing evil ; 'and ruch as are not, therefore," 
Gvd' f" minijlers, but the "devil'!;! 'lPhojoever, thereforit 

" "" 

r"ijijlelli Ihe power, "refrfl"elh the ordinance' of God; ahd 
tbty Ihal rijifl," ./hall "recei'fJ8Io "the1l1jClvcs damnation. t 
Here the apoftle argulS, tHat "thofe who" refift a rea~ " 
fonable and' jut\:" authority, which'is ilgreeable to the 
will ;of "God, do really' refift 'the wiTI 'of God himfelf; 
and'will, 'therefore, be punilhed by him. But chow doe~ 
this prove; tliat tnore whordift alawIc~fs;"unreafonable 
power, which is contrary"to "tbe will of. G()d, do 
tnetein re-fift" the will "ana ordinance 'of "God? Is. r-a. . 

" " . " ,.-, .... , ...... 
filling thore ~1io" refift God's will, the fame thing with 

" " 

r~t;ftirig God"? Or !hall thofe who do fo, reteive if) 
" ." ;. , . .. , . 

ihfm(elvcs dam.nation! For .rulers are flol a terror If! goOrl 
works, but 10 tbe eVil." Wilt Iho"" Ihen "n9t be afraid (If 
the power? Do Ibotwhich is good; a1rJ ,fhou }hall"have 
praife 0/ Ihejame. For he is tbe minijler of Go(lIO 
thEe if;': good. ~ Here the apoftle argues more explicitlY 

~ Ver. I. t Ver, 2. " + Ver. 3d. "and"'p' art oftbe-":th." 
"E ' ;"ihan 

" 

" 

" 

-
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than he ha~ before doile, for revereiog, and fubmitting 
to, magiftracy, from this confideration, that' fueh as 
really performed the duty of magiftrates" would be 
enerhies only to die evil aCl:ions, of. men, and would 
befriend and enc~u~age the good; and fo be a common . ' , 

bleffing to foeiety. But how is 'this an argument, 
that we muft honor, and fubmit to, 'fueh magiftrates 
as are not enemies to the evil aCl:ions of men ;,but to, 

the good ; ,and fllCh as are not a common bleffing, but 
a 'common curfe, to foeiety! But if thou do tbat 
which. is evil, be, afraid: For he is the miniJIer, oj God, 

, "revenger, to execute ,wrath upon him, that doth 'evil. t· 
, - . 

Here the apo!l:le argues from. th~ nature and end of 
magi~r.acy, that fuch as did evil, (and fuch only) had 

, -
reafon to be afraid of the higher powers ;.it being part, 
of their office to puni-lh evild<ters, no lefs tban to de­
fend and encourage fuch as do well. Btltif magit'trates" 
are unrighteous ; -if they are reJPeflers of perfons ; if. 

, 

they are partial in their adminiftration of juftice; then_ 
thofe who do weU have as much reafon to be afraid, as,.. 
thofe that do evil : -there can be no fafety for the ,good, _ 

• nor any peculiar ground of terror to the unruly and in­
jurious. ,So thitr, in this cafe, the main end of civil 
government will be fruftrated. And what reafon is 
there for fllbmitting to that government, which does_ 
'by no means ailfwer the defign' of government? Where­
fore ye m;i.ft needs be /ubject. not only for wrath, but alfo 
for confcience fake. *, Here the apoftle argues the duty 
of a chearful and confdel:ltious fubmiffion ,to civU g<?:~, 

-

t Ver. 4th~ lalter parl~ ~ Yer. 5., 
'Vernm~nt; , 
~--
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vernment, from' the nature and end of magifl:racy as he 
had before laid it down, i. e. .as the defign of it was 
to punilh evil doers, and to fupport and encourage ruch 
as do well; and as it muft, if fo exercifed, be agreeable 
to the will of God. But how does what he here fays, 
prove the duty of a chearful and confcientious fubjection 
to thofe who forfeit ,th!! charaCter of ttllers ? to thofe 
who encourage the bad, and difcourage the good? The 
argument here ufed no more proves it to be a fin to 
refill: fuch rulers,' than it does, to refill the devil, that he 
may flee fro11J us. * For one is as truly the minijler of God 
as the other. For, for this caufe pay you tribute alfo ; 
for they are God's miniJIers" ai/ending continually upon 
this vcry thing. t Here the apofl:le, argues the duty of 
paying taxes, from this confideration, that 'thofe who 
perform the duty of rulers, are continually attending 
upon the public welfare. But how does this argument 
conclude for paying taxes to fuch princes as are conti­
nually endeavotjring to ruin the public? And efpecially 
when fuch payment would facilitate and promote this 
wicked defign! Render t~erefore to all their dues; tri­
bute, to whom tribute is due ; cujlom, to whom cufJom ; 
f~ar, to whom fear; honor, to whom bonor. II Here the . 
apofl:le fums up what he had been fayin,g concerning 
the duty of fubjeas to rulers. And his argument fl:ands 
thus "Since magifl:rates who execute their office well, 
" are common benefactors to fociety ; and may, in 
" that ref pea, be properly fl:iled the miniftcrs and ordi-
, ,'" n.ante of God; and fince they arcconfrantlyemployed 

, 
, 

'" James iv. 7.t Ver. 6. II Ver. 7. 
• 
In 

, 

, 
, 

• 

, 
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5.' in theJervice of ~e public; it becomes you .to pay 
,~ th,em, tribute apd cLlfiam! ;. and to. revetence,. hOI101, 

" .. and fubmit tol them in the execution of thl1ir .re­
". fpective offiE;es." .This is apparently good reafoning. 
B~.t does .this. argup;1ent cOllclgqe for. .the quty:pf paying 
tribme, eU,fiom, revereqce, h9nor alldobed}ence, toJuGh .. .' . 
p,erfo~sas, .(al~h~ugh they :bea~ the tide,o.t t:uk~s) ufe 

· al! their pow.er to. hurt an4 injure the public? fu~h 
as are not God's minijlers, but (alan's.? fuch as do npt 

'-' ~ , . ", ' • • 

t~l~e careaf,)mg.attend upon, the public ,inter.eft~ bllt 
their own, .. to t~e ruin of the public ? ,that is,)n 
iliort, to fuch as have no natural and juft claim at all to 

• I ~ • 

tribute, cufiom, 'reverence, honor and obedience? It 
. .' . . 

is to be hoped that thofe who have any regard to the . \. . . . . 
apofiIe's character' ·as· an infpired writer, or even as a 

. - . ... 

man of common underfianding, will'not reprefent him.as 
reafoning in fuc'ha loofe incoherent ma~ner ~' and draw-

... - '. . 
ing conclufions which have not the leaft· relatien to .his , . 

· premifes. For what can be more abfurd than an argu-
• • • • 

IT)ent thus framed?, " Rule~s are, by their office, bound . · .' 

" .. to conft:J!t the public welfare and--the. good 'of fo. . . '. . 
u .. ciety : therefore you are bound to .pay them' tribute, 

• • 

" to honor, and to {ubmit to them, even when they . 
" deftroy. the public welf~re,and are a common pefb.to . 

· ~, r0ciety, by aefiJ1g i.n direc~ cont~a9i~io? .to -t~·,nature 
". and end' of their office.... . .. ... . . . 

THUS, upon a- carefuheview.of the apoL1:Ie!s-reafonihg. 
, 

in this paffage, it~appears that his. argumen~s to.enforce 
• 

fub!)liffion, are of fuch a nature, as to con_elude only in . 
favour of fub!}liqiop /(J focf! rul;ptls be bimJelf def!ribes; 
• I, '. ;b ..... .~ l. , I., • 

1. e .. , . 

• 
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'i. e. f(Jch"3s rule- for -the good of fociety, which is the 
only end of their inftitution. Common tyrants, -and • 

• 

-public oppreifors, are not in"titled to obedience from 
their fubjeCl:s, by virtue of any thing here laid. down 

· by the infpired apoftle. , -' 
, 

I NOW add, farther, ,that the apof1:!e's argument.is 
" 

fo far from ,proving it to be the duty ,of people to 
- -

· obey, and fubmic to, fuch rulers as act in contradi~ion 

to the public good, t. and foto the defign, of their 
• 

office, that it proves the direfl, contrllry. For, pleafe 
, to QP(erve,that.if the end of all civil government, be 
· the good of fociety; if this be tbe thing that is aimed 
at..in conftituting civil rulers; and, if the motive and 

• • 

, atgupl!!nt for, fubmiffion ~o government, be taken from 
, the, ~pparent ufefulnefs of ,civil authority; it follow~, 

that when no fuch good end can be anfwered, by fup-
• 

miffion, there remains no argument or mOIive, to.~nfc;>rce 
. ' 

it ; if inftead of this good end's being brought about 
. byf~bmiffion, a contrary end is brought about, and 

. , , 

the ruin and mi(ery of fociety effeCl:ed .by it, here is a 
, pl~in and pofitive reafon -againft fubmiffion in all fuch 
cafes, ·1hould they ever happen. And therefore, in fuch 
cafes,. a r~gard to the. public welfare, ollght to make 
us with-hold from our rulers, that. obedience and fub-

. jeCl:ion which it would, otherwife, be our duty to render 
tQ..them. If it be our duty, for example, to obey our 

. kiqg, merely ,for this, reafon, th~t _h~ rules ,for the p~b· 
• 

t This does not intend, their aaing rain a fi'W parliluiarJlIjJollctl, 
which t~e be!\: ot ruler,s may d,?,through mifiake, _&c; but their 
aaing (0 habitually; and in a manner which plainly /haws, that 
,bel- aill! ~t, maki~g.tJ1~m~elv.e~gr.eat" by *~ ruiJJ,1i;f their fubjeBs. 

,~' " li~-
.... -0 • • 

• 

• 



• 

• 

Of unlimited Suomi ton, and 

lie welfare, (which is the only argument the apoftle 
_ makes ufe of) it follows, by a parity of reafon, that 

when he turni tyrant, and makes his fubjects his prey 
to devour and to dellroy, inllead of his charge to defend 
and cherifh, we are bound to throw aft" our allegiance 
to him, and to refill; and that according to the tenor 
of the apoftle's argument in this palfage •. Not to dif­
continue our allegiance, in this cafe, would be to 
join with the fovereign in promoting the flavery and mi­
feryof that fociety, the welfare of which, we ourfelves, 
as well as our fovereign, are indifpenfably obliged to fe­
cure and promote, as far as in us lies. It is true the 
apoftle puts no cafe of fuch';a,tyrannical prince; but by 
his grounding his argument for fubmiffion wholly upon 

the good of civil fociety ; it is plain he implicitly amho­
rifes, and even requires us to make refifl:ance, whenever 

this fhall be neceffary to the public fafety and happinefs. 
Let me make ufe of this eafy and familiar fimilitude to 

illufl:rate the point in hand Suppofe God requires a 
family of children, to obey their father and not to ref!l1: 

him ; and in forces his command witjI this argument; 

that the fuperintendence and care and authority of a jl)i1: 
and kind parent, will contribute to the happinefs of the 
whole family; fo that they ought to obey him for th~ir 

own fakes more than for his: Suppofe this parent at 

length runs difl:racted, and attempts, in his mad fir, to 

cut all his children's throats: Now, in this cafe, is not 

the reafon before affigned, why thefe children fhould 
obey their parent while he continued of a found mind, 
namely, their common good, a reaCon equally conclufive 

for 

I 

• 

• 



-, • 
\ 

• 

r Non-RefzjJance to the lfigber Powers. 3 I 

for difobeying and refifting him, fince he is become 
delirious, and attempts their ruin?· Ie makes no alteratio~ 
in the argument, whether this parent, properly fpeaking, 
lofes his :reafon; or does, while he retains his underfrand­
ing, that which is as fatal in its confequences, as any 
thing he could do, were he really deprived of it. This 
nmilitude needs no formal application-

BUT it ought to be remembred, that if the duty of 
tmiverfal ob,edience' and, non-refifrance to our king or 
prince, can be argued from+this paffage, the fame unli­
mited fubmiffion under a republican, or any other form 
of government; and even to all the. fubordinate powers 
in any particular frate, can be proved by it as well : 
which is more than thofe who alledge it for the menti­
oned purpofe, would be willing fuould be inferred from 
it. So that this paffage does not anfwer their purpofe ; 
but really overthrows and confutes it. This matter. 
deferves to be more particularly confidered: The ad­
vocates for unlimited fubmiffion and paffive obedience, 
do, if I miftake not, always fpeak with reference to 
kingly or monarchical government, as diftinguifued from 
all other forms; and, with reference to fubmitting to the 
will 9f the king, in diftinCl:ion from all fubordinate 
officers, aCl:ing beyond their commiffion, and the autho-

• • 

rity whiCh they have received from the crown. It is 
• 

not pretended that any perfon befides kings, have a cli-
• 

vine right to do what they pleafe; .fo that no one may 
refi{1;,! them,., without incurring. the guilt of faaioufnefs 
~mcl reb«lUon.. If any .other fupreme powers opprefs the - - . - --.' - . --

• 
• 

people; 

-- - .. 

I 
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people; it is generally 'aI/owed, that the people may 
get redrefs, by refillance, if other methods proV'e inef., 
feCl:ual. And if any officers' in a kingly government, 
go beyond the limits of that power which tliey have de-, 
rived from the crown, (the fuppofed original fource of. 
,all power and authority iii' the "'late) and attempt, ille. 
gaily, to take awaydhe properties and lives of their fel. 
low·fubjeCl:s, they may be forcibly refifted, at leaft till 

•• 

application, can.'be made to the crown. But as to the 
fovereign himfelf, he may not be refifted in any cafe;' 
nor any of his officers, while they confine themfelves 
within the bounds which he has prefcribed to them. 
This is, I think, a true {ketch of the principles of thore 
who defend the doCtrine of paffive obedience and non· 

• 

refinance. Now taere is nothing in fcripture which 
fupports this fcheme of political principles. As to the 
paffage under' confid'eration, the apo{Ue here fpeaks of . 

. . 
civil rulers in gmcral; of all perfons in common, vefted 

, 

with authority for the good of fociety, wit~out 'any par-
ticular reference to one form of government, more than 
to another; or to the fupreme power in any particular 

, 

frate, more than to fubordinate powers. The apoftle 
does not concern hi.01felf with the different forms of go~ 
vernment. t This he fuppofes left intirely to human 
, 

prudence 
, 

t The effence of government (r mean gool government j and 
this is the Dilly government which the' apotUe treats of in this paC­
,fa~) conlWs in the making anti ,xecqlillg of good laws laws 
attempered to the com mon felicity of the gO'L'erned, And if this be, . 

"in faE/: daile, it is e'lidenrly, in it {elf, a tbing of no confequence 
at all, what the particular form of government is ;- whether the 
legifiative and executive power be lodged in Olle alld tbe [ame per­

• fan, 
• 

<. 

, 

• 



Non-Rejifia/lce to the Higher Powers. 33 

prudence and difcretion. Now the confequence of this 
is, that unlimited and paffive obedience, is no more 

• 
enjoined in this pafi'age, under monarchical government; 
or to the fupreme power in any ftate, than under all 
other fpecies of government, which anfwer the end of 

government; or, to all the fubordinate degrees of civil 
authority, from the higheft to the loweft. Thofe, 

therefore, who would from this pafi'age infer the guilt 
of refifting kings, in all cafes whatever, though aaing 
ever fo contrary to the defign of their office, muft, if they 
will be confiftent, go much farther, and infer from it the 
guilt of refiftance under all other forms of govern ment ; 
and of refifting any petty officer in the ftate, tho' aCl:ing 
beyond his commiffion, in the moft arbitrary, illegal 
manner poffible. The argument holds equally ftrong in 
both cafes. All civil rulers, as fuch, are the ordinance and 
mini/lers of God; and they are all, by the nature of tbeir 
office, and in their refpeaive fpberes and ftations, bound 
to confult the public welfare. With the fame reafon 
therefore, tbat any deny unlimited and paffive obedi-

fon, or in dijftrtllt perfons ; . whether in OtIC perfon, whom we 
call an ahftlute monarch; whether in afcw, fo as to conftitule 
an arijlocm/y ; whether in mallY, fo as to conlHtute a rEpuhlic ; 
or whether in three co-ordinale hrQluhes, in fuch manner as to 
make the government parlake fomething of each of thefe forms; 
and to be, at the fame time, eJ!entially differEnt from them all. If 
the mdbe attained, it is en()ugh. But no form of government 
feems to be fo unlikely to accomplilh this end, as ahfolule mo­
narchy Nor is there anyone that has fo little pretence to a 
di'Vil1, original, unlefs it be in this fenfe, that GodjirJ1 introduced 
it into, and thereby overturned, the common·wealth of lfracl, as 
a Clllft upon that people for their folly and Qvic1udnejs, particularly 
in d'firing fuch a government. (See J Sam. viii. chap.) Jull: 
fa God, before, fent !f!.!!ails amongft them, as a plagllt, and a 
(urfe, and not as a birffing. Numh. chap. xi. • 

F ence 

-
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ence to be here injoined under a republic or ariftocrafy, 
or any other eftablilhed form of civil government; or 
to fubordinate powers, acting in an illegal and oppreffive 
mal)ner ; (with the fame reafon) others may deny, that 
fuch obedience is enjoined .to a king or monarch, or any 
civil power whatever. For the apoftle fays nothing that is 
peculiar 10 kings; what he fays,extends equally to all other 
perfons whatever, vefted with any civil office. They are 
all, in exactly the fame fenfe, the ordinance of God ; and 
the miniflers of God; and obedience is equally enjoined 
to be paid to them all. For, as the apoftle expreffes it, 
there is NO POWER but of God,' And we are requi • 

• 

red to render to ALL their DUES; and not MORE 
than their DUES. And what tIief~ dues are, and to 
whom they are to be ren/ered, the apoftle fayeth not; but 
leaves to the reafon and confciences of men to determine. 

Taus it appears, that the common argument; 
grounded upon this paffage, in favor of univerfal, and 
paffive obedience, really overthrows iefelf, by proving 
too much, if it proves any thing at all; namely, that 
no civil officer is, in any cafe whatever, to be refifted, 
though acting in exprefs contradiction to the defign of 
his office; which no man, in his fenfes, ever did, or can 
affert. 

IF we calmly confider the nature of the thing itfelf, 
nothing can well be imagined more directly contrary to 
common fenfe, than to fuppofe that millions of people 

• 
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of one jingle man; (who has naturally no fuperiority 
over them in point of authority) fa that their eftates, 
and every thing that is valuable in life, and even their 
lives alfo, fhall be abfolutely at his difpofal, if he happens 

. to be wanton and capricious enough to demand them. 
What unprejudiced man can think, that God made ALL 
to be thus fubfervient to the lawlefs pleafure and phrenzy 
of ONE, fa that it fhall always be a fin to refill: him ! 
Nothing but the moll: plain and exprefs revelation from 
heaven could make a faber impartial man believe fuch 
a monll:rous, unaccountable doctrine, and, indeed, the 
thing itfelf, appears fa fhocking fa out of all propor­
tion, that it may be queftioned, whether all the miracles 
that ever were wrought,. could make it credible, that 
this doctrine really came from God. At prefent, there 
is not the leaft fyllable in fcripture which gives any coun­
tenance to it. The hereditary, indefeafible, divine right 
of kings, and the doctrine of non-refiftance, which is built 
upon the fuppofition of fuch a right, are altogether as 
fabulous and chimerical, as tranfubftantiation ; or any of 
the moft abfurd reveries of ancient or modern vifionaries. 
Thefe notions are fetched neither from divine revelation, 
nor human reaion; and if they are derived from neither 
of thofe fourees, it is not much matter from whence tbey 
come, or whither tbey go. Only it is a pity that fuch 
doctrines fhould be propagated in fociety, to raife fac­
tions and rebellions, as we fee they have, in fact, been 
both in the laft, and in the prefent, REIGN. 

BUT then, if unlimited fubmiffion and paffive obedi­

ence to the higher powers,. in all pallible cafes, be not a 
duty, 

• 
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duty, it will be alked, " How far are we obliged to 
" fubmit? If we may innocently difobey and' refifl: in 
" fome cafes, why not in all ? Where !hall' we fiop ~ 

" What is the meafure of our duty ? This doctrine 
" tends to the total dilTolution of civil governm~nt ; 
" and to introduce fuch fcenes of wild anarchy and con­
,. fulion, as are more fatal to foeieey than'the worfl: of 
" tyranny." 

AFTER this manner, fome men objeCl: ; and, indeed, 
this is the moll: plaufible thing that can be faid in favor 
of fuch an abfolute fubmiffion as they plead for. But 
the worll: (or rather the beft) of it, is, that there is very 
little ftrength or folidity in it. For umilar difficulties 
may be raifed with refpeCl: to almoll: every duty of natural 
and revealed religion. To inftance only in two, both of 
which are near akin, and indeed exaCl:ly parallel, to the cafe 
before us. It is unqueftionably the duty of children to 
fubmit to their parents; and of fervants, to their mafters. 
But no one afferts, that it is their duty to obey, and 
.fubmit to them, in all fuppofeable cafes; or univerfally 
a fin to relifl: them. N ow does this tend to fubvert the 
ju(l: authority of parents and ma(l:ers ? Or to introduce 
confulion and anarchy into private families? Np. How 
then does the fame principle tend to unhinge the govern­
ment of that larger family, the body politic? We know, 
in general, that children and fervants are obliged to 
obey their parents and ma(l:ers refpectively. We know 
a1[0, with equal certainty, that they are not obliged to 
fubmit to them in all things, without exception; bm 

may, in fome cafes, reafonably, and therefore innocently, 
relitl: 
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refift them. Thefe principles are acknowledged upon all 
hands, whatever difficulty there may be in fixing the 
exacc limits of fubmiffion. Now there is at Jeaft as 
much difficulty in ftating the meafme of l!llty in thefe 
two cafes, as in the cafe of rulers and fllbjws. So thac 

this is really no o~iection, at leaft no rearonable' one, 
againf1: reliftance to the higher powers: Or, if it is one, 
ic will hold equally againft reliftance in thr. other cafes 
mentioned. It is indeed true, that turbulent, vicious­
minded men, may take occalion from this principk, that 

their rulers may, in fame cafes, be lawfully refilled, to 

raife factions and difturbances in the fiate ; and to make 
refiftance where refifiance is needJc:fs, and therefore, fin· 
fuJ. But is it not equally true, that children and fer­
vants of turbulent, vicious minds, may take occaGon from 
this principle, that parents and mafters may, in fome 

cafes be lawfully refifted" to refift when refiitance is un-.. . 
, neceifary, and therefore, criminal? Is the principle in 

• 

either cafe falfe in itfelf, merely becllufe it may be abu­
fed ; and applied to legitimate difobedience and relift­
ance in thofe inftances, to which it ought not to be 

applied? According to this way of arguing, there will be 
no true principles in the world ; for there are none but 

, ' 
what may be wrefted and perverted to ferve bad pur· 

pofes, either through the weaknefs or wickedl)efs of men. t 

• 

. A 

t WE may very farely aITert thefe two things in general, without 
undermining government: One is, That no civil rulers are to be 
obeyod when they enjoin things that are incontillent with the 
commands of God: All fuch difobedience is lawful and glorious; 
particularly,if per(ons refufe to comply with any Irgal rjlablij!;mtl1t 
oj religiol1, bccaufe it is a grofs perverJion and corruption (as to 

dotlrine, 

• 
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A PEOPLE, really oppreffed to a great degree by 
their fovereign, cannot well be infenfible when they are 
fo oppreffed. And fuch a people (if I may allude to an 
ancient/able) have, like the heJperian fruit, a DRAGON 

for 
• 

doEhine, worlhip and difcipline ) of a pure and divine religion, 
brought from heaven to earth by the Son of God, ( the only King 
and Head of the chriJIian church) and propagated through the 
world by his infpired apoftles. AU commands running counter 
to the declared will of the fupreme legillator of heaven and eartb, 
are null and void: And therefore difobedience to them is a duty, 
not a crime. (See the marginal note, page 7.) . Another thing 
that may be afferted with equal truth and fafety, is, That no go­
vernment is to be fubmitted to, at the n<pence of that which is 
the {ole end of all government, , the common good and fafety of 
foeiety. Becaufe, to fubmit in this cafe, if it Ihould ever happen, 
would evidently be to fet up the meal/s. as more valuable, aDd a­
bove, the end: than which there cannot be a greater folecifm and 
contradidion. The only reafon of the infiitution of civil govern­
ment; and the only rational ground of fubmifiioD to it, is the 
common rafety and utility. If therefore, in any cafe, the com­
mon fafety and utility would not be promoted by fubmillion to 
government, but the contrary, tbere is no ground or motive for 
obedience and but, for the contrary. 

WHOEVER confiders the nature of civil government muil, indeed, 
be fenfible that a great degree of implicit cOllfidence, muil un­
avoidably be placed in thofe that bear rule: this is implied in the 
very notion of authority's being originally a trujl, committed by 
the people, to thofe who are veiled with it, as all juil and righ­
teous authority is; all befides, is mere lawlefs force and ufurpa­
tion; neither God nor nature, having given any man a right of 
dominion over any fociety, independently of that fociety's ap­
probation,and confent to be governed by him-Now as all men 
are fallible, it cannot be fuppofed that the public altairs of any 
fiate, Ihonld be always adminifired in the befi manner pollible, 
even by perfons of the greateft wifdom and integrity. Nor is it 
fufficient to legi timate difobedience to the higher po'Wers that they 
are not fo admioiftred ; or that they are, in fome inftances, very 
ill-managed; for upon this principle, it i~ fcarcely {uppofeable 
that any government at all could be fupported, or fubfift. Such a 
principle manifeftly tends to the diffolution of government; 
and to throw all things into confuGon and anarchy. But it is 
equally evident, upon the other hand, that thofe in authority 
may abufe their trujl and power ta fuch a degree, that neither 
the law of reafon, nor of religion, requires, that any obedience 

or 
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for their pro/ellor and guardian: Nor would they have 
any reafon to mourn, if fome HERCULES 1hould ap-

or fubmiffion Ihould be paid to them; but, on the contrary, that 
they Ihould be totally difc"rded; and the authority which they 
were before v~fied witb, transferred to othm, who may exercife 
it more to thofe good purpores for which it is given. Nor is 
this principle, that refifiance to the high.r po~oers, is, in fome ex­
traordinary cafes, jufliliable, fo liable to abufc, as many perfons 
(eem to apprehend it. For although there will be always lome 
petulant, qllcrulous men, in every Hate . men of laCtious, tur­
bulent and carping difpofitions, glad to lay hold of any trifle to 
jIJfiify lind legitimate their caballing againll their rulers, and 
other feditipus pral\ic~s; yet there .re, cornparatively fpeaking, 
but few men of this contemptihle charaEler. It does not appear 
but that mankind, in general, have a difpolition 10 be as fubmif­
five and paffive and tame under government as they ought to be. 
----Witnefs a great, if not the greatell, part of tho known world, 
who are now groaning, but not murmuring, under tRII heavy 
yoke of tyranny ! While thofe who govern, do it with any toler­
able degree of moderation and jullice, and, in any good :neafure 
all up to their office and charaCler, by being public benefaCtors; 
the people will generally be eafy and peaceable; and be rather 
inclined to flatter and adore, than to infult and refill, them. Nor 
was there ever any gflleral complaint againll: any adminillration, 
'Which lajled long, but what there was good reafon for. Till 
people /inq themfelves greatly abufed and opp~ejfed by t/leir gover­
nors, they are not apt to complain; and whenever they do, in faa, 
find th~mfelves tQus ai,lufed and oppre/fed, they mull: bellupid not to 
cQmplain. To lay that fubjects in general are not proper jud$es 
when their governors opprefs them, and play the tyrant; and 
when they defend their rights, adrniniller juftice impartially, and 
promote the public welfare, is 8.S great trea!o,l as ever man utt~­
cd; .. 'tis treafon, not againll: one jingle man, but the Ilate 
. agtlinll: the whole body politic; -- 'tis treafon againll m3n­
kind; 'tis treafon againll common fellfe ; . 'tis treafon again!!: 
God. And this impious principle lays th~ foundation for juftify­
jng all the tyranny and oppreffion that ever any priDl:e was guilty. 
of. The people know for what end they fet up, and maintain, 
their governors ; ill\d they are the proper judges when they ex­
ecute iheir trujl as they ought to do it; when their prince ex­
ercifes an equitable and paternal authority over them; when 
from 8 prince and common father, he exalts hi~felf int!) a ty­
rant when from {ubjeCts· and children, he dggrades them into 
the dafs of Daves;. plunders them, make4 them his prey, and 
unnaturally fports himfelf with th~jr lives iln.d {ortun~s --. . 

• pear 
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pear to difpatch him· For a nation thus abufed to arire 
unanimouily, and to refiil: their prince, even to the de­
throning him, is not criminal; but a reafonable way of 
vindicating their liberties and juil: rights; it is making 
ufe of the means, and the only means, which God has 
put into their power, for mutual and felf-defence. And 
it would be highly criminal in them, not to make ufe 

-

of this means. It would be ftupid tamenefs, and unac-
countable folly, for whole nations to fuffer one unreafona­
ble, ambitious and cruel man, to wanton and riot in their 
mifery. And in fuch a cafe it would, of the two, be 
more rational to fuppofe, that they that did NOT rej;JJ, 

than that they who did, would receive to themfelves 
damnatiolz. 

And 

THIS naturally brings· us to make fame refleCl:ions 
upon the reliftance which was made about a century 

fince, to that unhappy prince, KING CHARLES I; 
and upon the ANNIVERSARY of his death. This is 
a point which I fhould not have concerned myfelf about, 
were it not that (ome men continue to fpeak of it, even 
to this day, with a great deal of warmth and zeal; and 
-in fuch a manner as to undermine all the principles of 
LIBERTY, whether civil or religious, and to introduce 
the moil: abject l1avery both in church and il:ate: fo 
that it is become a matter of univerfal concern. What 
I have to offer upon this fubjeet, will be comprifed in 
a fhort anfwer to the following queries; vhz. 

FOR 
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FOR what reafan the refiftance to king Charles the 
-Fir}l was made ? 

By whom it was made ? 
WHETHER this refi11:ance was REBELLION, t or 

not ?-
How the AnniverJary of king Charles's death came at 

firfl to be folemnized as a day of fafting and humiliation? 
And lailly, 

WHY thofe of the epifcopal clergy who are very high 
in the principles of eccle.fiaflical auihority, continue to 

fpeak of this unhappy man, as a great SAINT and a 

MARTYR? 
FOR what reafon, then, ,vas the refiftance to king 

Charles, made? The general anfwer to this inquiry is, 
that it was on account of the tyranny and opprejJion of his 

• 

reign. Not a great while after his acceffion to the 
throne, he married a french catholic; and with her feemed 
to have wedded the politics, if not the religion of France, 
alfo. For afterwards, during a reign, or rather a tyranny 
of many years, he governed in a perfeClly wild and arbi­
trary manner; paying no regard to the conftitution· arid 
the laws of the kingdom, by which the power of the 
crown was limited; or to the folemn oath which he had 

. taken at his coronation. It would be endlefs, as well 
as needlefs, to give a particular accoun~ of all the illegal 
-and defpatic meafures which he took in his adminiftra­
tion; partly from his own naturalluft of power, and 
partly from the influence of wicked councellors and 

• 

t N. B. I fpeak of rebellion, neafon, faintfhip, martyrdom, &c. 
throughout this difcourfe, only in- the Ja'iplura/ and thea/ogi(a/ 
fenlf. I know noc how the la.u defines them; the ftudy of that 
not being my employment -

G minitlers:-

-
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minifters. He committed many iIluftrious members of 
both houfes of parliament to the tower,for oppofing his ar­
bitrary fchemes. He levied many taxes upon the people 
without confent of parliament.; and then imprifoned 
great numbers of the principal merchants and gentry for 

• 

not paying them. He erected, or at leaft revived, feveral 
WI .• arbitrary courts, in which the moft unheard-of 
barbarities were committed with his knowledge and 
approbation He fupported that more than fiend, 
arch-bilhop Laud and the clergy of his ftamp, in all their 
church.tyranny and heIlilh cruelties He authorifed a 
book in favor of /paris upon the Lord's day; and feveral 
clergymen were perfecuted by him and the mentioned 

pious bilhop, for not reading it to the people after divine 
jervice When the parliament complained to him of the 
arbitrary proceedings of his corrupt minifters, he told 
that augujl body, in a rough, domineering, unprinceJy 
manner, that he wondred anyone lhould be fo foolilh 
and infolent as to think that he would part with the 
meandl: of his fervants upon tbeir account He refufed 
to call any parliament at all for the fpace of twelve 
years together, during all which time, he governed in.an 
abfolute lawlefs and defpotic manner He took all op­
portunities to encourage the papifls, and to promote them, 
to the higheft offices of honor and truft He ( proba~ 
bly ) abetted the horrid maffacre in Ireland, in which 
two hundred thoufand proteftants were butchered by the 
roman catholics. ·He fent a large ftlI11 of money, which 
he had raifed by his arbitrary taxes, into Germany, to raife . 
foreign troops, in order to force more arbitrary taxes 

upon 
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~pon his fubjeCl:s.· He not only by a long feries of afii • 
• 

0111, but a)fo in plain terms, afferted an abfolute uncon. , 

troulable power; faying even in one of his fpeeches to 
parliament, that as it was blafphemy to difpute what 
God might do; fo it was fedition in fubjeCl:s to difpute 
what the king might do. ' , Towards the end of his 
tyranny, he came to the ho~feof commons with an armed 
force, t and demanded five of its principal members to 
be delivered up to him And this .was a prelude to that 
unnatural war which he foon after "levied againft his own 
dutiful fubjects ; whom he was bound by all the laws of 
honor, humanity, piety, and 1 might add,of interejl alfo, to 
defend and cherilh with a paternal affection .1 have only 
time to hint at thefe faCl:s in 11 general way, all which, 
and many more of the fame tenor, may be proved by 
good authorities: So that the figurative language which 
St. Jobn ufes' concerning the juft and beneficent deeds 

• 

of our blelfed Saviour, may be applied to the unrighteous 
and execrable deeds of this prince, viz. And there are 
alfo many other things which king Charles did, the which, 
tJlhey jhoufd be writ/en everyone, I [uppo[e that even the 
world it[elf, could not contain the books that Jhould be 
wrllle». * Now it was on account of king C'harles's 
thus affuming a power above the laws, in diretl: contra-

• 

diction to his coronation-oath, and governing thegreateft 
part of his time, in the moll: arbitrary oppreffive manner; 
it was upon this account, that that refiftance was made 

t Hifiorians are not agreed, what number of foldiers attended him 
in this monflrous invafion of the priviledgcs or parliament Some 
fay 300, fome 400: And the au~hor of {he h~1ory of the ki/lgs of 
Scotland, fays 500. ~ John xxi. z5' 

to 
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to him, which, at length, iffLled in the lars of his crown; 
. and of thaI head which was unworthy to wearit • 

• 

BUT by ~hom was this refiflance made? Not by.a 
• 

private junto ;' not by a fmall fc:ditious party; not by 
a fe·w dejparadoes, who, to mend their fortl:lOes, would 
embroil the fiate ; but by the LORDS and COMMONS 

• 

of England . . It was they that almoft unanimoufiy oppofed 
, 

the king's meafures for overcurning the confritution, and 

changing that free and happy government into a wretched, 

abfolute monarc.hy. It was they that when the king was 
about levying forces againfi his fubjeC1:s, in order to make 
bimfelf, abfo!ute, commiffioned officers, and raifed an 
army to defend themfelves and the public : And it was 
they that maintained the war againll: him all along, till 
be was made aprifoner. This is indifputable. Though 
it was not properly. fpeaking the, parliament, but the 
army, which put him to death afterwards. And it ought 
to be freely acknowledged, that moll: of their proceed-. 

. 

ing, in order to get this matter effetl.ed; and particu-
larly the court by which the king was at laft tried and' 
condemned, was Iittl~ better tl1an a m.ere mockery. of 
jlJl1ice. . 

THE. next qlJefiion which naturally arifes, is, wheth~r 
• 

this refiftance which was made to the king by the par~ 
liamen!, was properly rebellion, or not? The anfwer to 
which is plain, that it was not; but a moll: righteous 
and glorious 1l:and, made in defence of the natural and 
legal rights of the people,againll: [he unnatural and illegal 
encroachments of arbitrary power. Nor was this a ralli 

and 
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,and too fudden oppoficion. The nation had been patient 
under the oppreffions of the crown, even to long fu[­
fering ;' for a courfe of many years; and there was no 
rational hope of redrefs in any other way . Refiftance was 
abfo)utely neceffary in order to preferve the nation froUl 
flavery, mifery and ruin. And who fa proper to make 
this relillance as the lords and commons; -the whole 
reprefentative body of the people; guardians of the 
public welfare; and each of which was, in point of le­
gi!lation, yelled with an equal, co-ordinate power, with 

that of the crown ? t Here were two branches of the 
legi(lature 

t The tflglijh coniHtution is originally and ell'entially Ine. The charac.' 
ter which y. CtZ(ar and '[ aci/lls both give of the ancient Bri/ahv 
fa long age', is, That they were extremely jealous of their lilmties, 
as Ilell as a people of a martial fpirit. Nor have there beeil 
wanting frequent inftances and proofs of the fame glorious fpirit 
( in both rei peas ) remaining in their pofterity ever lince. - in 
the ftruggles they have made for liberty, both againft foreign 
and domeftic tyrants. . Their kings hold their ,title to the 
throne, folely by grant of parliament; i. e. in other words, by 
the voluntary confent of th~ people. And, agreabJy hereto, the 
prerogative and rights of the crown are !laced, defined and limited 
hy law; and that as truly and ftriBly as the rights of any in­
ferior officer in the ftate; or indeed, of any private fubje/}. And 
it is only in this reipeB that it can be {aid, that" the king can 
" do no wrong." Being relhained by the law, he cannot, while 
he confines himfelf within thofe juft limits which the law 
prefcribes to ,him as the meafure of his authority, injure 
and cpp: ers the fubjelt. The king, in his coronation oatr, 
fwears to exercife only fuch a pOlVer as the conllitution gives 
him: And the fubjetl, in the oath of allegiance, fwears only to 
obey bim in the exercife of fuch a power. The king is as much 
bound by his oath, not to infringe the Jegal rights of the people. 
as the people are bound to yield fubjeBion to him. From whence 
it follows, that as foon as the prince fets himfelf up above law, 
he lofes the king in the tyrant: he does to all intents and pur­
pores. un king himfelf, by aaing out of, and beyond, that fphere 
which the conftitution allows him to move in. And in ruch 
cafes, he has no mar. right to be obeyed, than any inferior of· 
fi~er who aas beyond his cOllllllillion. The fubjeas obligation 

.' - ~- - ,- - ~Q. ; 

• 
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legillature againft one; two, which had law and equity: 
and the confiitution on their fide, againft one which was 
impioully attempting to overturn law and equity and the 
conftitution ; and to exercife a wanton licentious fovereign­
ty over the properties, confciences and lives of all the 
people :. Such a fovereignty as fome inconfiderate1y afcribe 
to the fupreme Governor of the world. I fay, inconfi­
derateJy; becaufe God himfeJf does not govern in an 
abfolutely arbitra!y and defpotic manner. The power of 
this Almighty King (I fpeak it not without caution and 
reverence; the power of this Almighty King) is limited 
by law; not, indeed, by ails of parliament, but by the 
eternal/aws of truth, wifdom and equity ; and the ever-

• 

lafting tables of right reafon ;' tables that cannot be 
repealed, or throw11 down and broken like .chofe of Mofes. 
-But king Charles fat himfelf up above all thefe, as 
much as he did above the written laws of the realm ; 
and made mere humor and caprice, which are no rule at 
all, the only rule and meafure ofhl3 adminiftration. And 
now, is it not perfeCl:ly ridiculous to call refiftance to 
fuch a tyrant, by the name of rebellion? the grand 
rebellion? Even that parliament, which brought king 

to allegiance then ceafes of courfe: and to relill him. is no more 
nhdlion, than to reult any foreign invader. There is an elfential 
difference betwixt gO'1lernmflIt and tyranny; at Ie all under fuch 
a conilitution as the £1Iglijh. The former conlills ill ruling ac­
cording to law and equity; the latter, in ruling contrary to law 
and equity. So alia, there is .an eifential difference betwixt re­
filling a tyrant, ana rebellion; The former is a juil and reafona­
ble felf.defence; the latter coolills in relilling a prince whofe ad­
rninillration is jull and legal; and this is what denominates it a 
crime. Now it is evident, that king Charla's government was 
iIIegal,and very oppreflive, through the greateil part of his reign: 
And, therefore, to refift him, was no more rebellion, than to op­
pofe any foreign invader, or any other domellic oppreifor. . 

Charles 

• 
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Charles It to the throne, and which run loyally mad, 
feverely reproved one of their own members for condem­
ning the proceedings of that parliament which firft took 
up arms againft the former king. And upon the fame 
principles that the proceedings of this parliament may be 
cenfured as wicked and rebellious, the proceedings of thofe 

, who, fince, oppofed king james II, and brought the 
prince of Orange to the throne, may be cenfured as 

, 

wicked and rebellious alfo. The cafes are parallel. But 
whatever flme men may think, it is to be hoped that, for 
their own fakes, they will not dare to Jpeak againft the 
REVOLUTION, upon the juftice and legality of which 
depends (in part) his prefent MAJESTY's right to the 
throne • 

• 

IF it be faid, that although the parliament which firft 
oppoCed king Charles's meafures, and at length took up 
arms againft him, were not guilty of rebellion; yet cer­
tainly thofe perfons were, who condemned, and put 
him to death; even this perhaps is not true. For he 
had, in fact, unkinged himfelf long before, and had 

, 

forfeited his title to the allegiance of the people. So 
that thofe who put him to death, were, at moft only guilty 
of murder; which, indeed, is bad enough, if they we~e 
really guilty of that; ( which is at leaft difputable. ) 
Cromwell,and thofe who were principally concerned in the 
( nominal) king" death, might poffibly hav,e been very 
wicked and defigning men. '. Nor !hall I fay any thing 
in vindication of the reigning hypocrify of thofe times ; 
or of Cromwell's male-adminiftration during the inter­
reg~lIIn; (for it is truth, and not a . party, that I am {peak-

• • 
109 

• 
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ing for. ) But fiiB it may be faid, that Cromwell and his 
adherents were not, properly fpeaking, guilty of rebellion; 

, 

becaufe he, whom they beheaded was not, properly fpeak-
ing, their king; but a lawleft tyrant.' , much lefs, are the 
whole body of the nation at that time to be charged with 
rebellion on that account; for it was no national as; 
it was not done by a free parliament. And much 

, , 

lefs fiill, is thl: nation at prefent, to be charged with the 
great fin of rebellion, for what their (lntefJors did, (or 

, 

,rather did NOT) a century ago. 
, 

BOT how came the anlliverfory of king Charles's death; 
to be folemnized as a day of fafting and humiliation? 

The true anf wer in brief, to which inquiry, is, that this 

faft was inflituted by way of court and complement to king 
, , . , .' 

Charles II, upon the rijioration. All were defirot15 of 
making their court to him ; of ingratiating themfelves; 
and of making him forget what had been done in oppo-

'. fition to his father, fa as not to revenge it. To effect 
, , ,.".. \ 

this, they ran into the moa extravagant profeffions of , 
aff'etl:loh and loyalty to him, infomtlch that he himfelf 

faid, that it was a mad and hair brain'd loyalty which 

they profelfcd. And amongft other ftrange things, which 

his firft parliament did, they ordered the 'fbirtieth of 

January ( the day on which his father was beheaded) to 
-

be kept as a day of folemn humiliation, to deprecate the 
judgments of heaven for the rebellion which the nation 

-
had been guilty of, in that which "'as no national thing; 

, " • 

and which was not rebellion in them that did it Thus 
, 
they fiJOthed and flattered their new king, at the expence 

... of 

, 
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of their liberties: And were ready to yield up freely 
to Charles II, all that enormous power, which they had 
juftly refifted Charles I, for ufurping to himfelf. 

THE laft query mentioned,· was, Why thofe of the 
epifcopal clergy who are very high in the principles of 
eccldiajlical authority, continue to fpeak of this unhappy 

prince as a great Saint and a Martyr? This, we know, is 

What they conftantly do, efpecially upon the 30th of 

January ; a day facred to the extolling of him, and to 
the reproaching of thofe who are not of the eftablifhed 
church. Out of the Jame mouth on this day, proceedetb 
bleJfing and curfing ; t there,with bleJs they their God, 
even. Charles, and therewith curfe they the dilfenters: And 
their tongue can no man tame; it is an unruly evil, full 
of deadly poifon. King CharllS is, upon this folemnity, 
frequently compared to our Lord Jefus Chrift, both in 
rerpett of the holineJs of his life, and the greatnefs ,and 
injuftice of his JuJJerings; and it is a wonder they 'do' not 
add fomething concerning the merits of his death al[o­
But bleJ!ed Jaint and royal martyr, are as humble titles as 
any that are thought worthy of him. 

Now this may, at firft view, well appear to be a very 
, 

firange phenomenon. For king Charles was really a man 
black with guilt and laden with iniquity, II as appears by 

his crimes before· mentioned. He liv'd a tyrant ; and 
, 

it '\vas the oppreffion and violence of his reign, that 
brought him to his untimely an~ violent end at laft. 
Now what of faintfhip or martyrdom is there in all this !, 

t Jam. iii. i, 9, 10. II Ifai i. 4· 
H 

, 

What 

, 
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What of faintfhip is there in encouraging people to pru-' 
fane the Lord's Day? What of faintlhip in fallhood 
and perjury ? What of faintlhip in repeated robberies 
and depredations? What of faintfhip in throwing real 
faints, and glorious patriots, into goals? What of faint-. 
fhip in overturning an excellent civil conftitution; \ 
and proudly grafping at an illegal and mon-ftrous power? 
What of faintfhip in the murder of thoufands of inno­
cent people; and involving a nation in all the calamities 
of a civil war? And what of martyrdom is there, in a . 
man's bringing an immature and violent death upon 
himfelf, by being wicked o'Uermpch.2 t Is there any fuch 
thing as grace, without goodm:fs! As being a follower 
of ehrift, without following him? As being his difciple; 
without learning of him to be juft and beneficent? Or; 
as faintfhip without fantUty? •. If not, I fear it wilL 
be hard to prove this man a faint. And verily one 
would be apt to filfpeCl: that thaI church muft be but 

t Reeler. vii, 17. 
," Is it any wonder that even perIons who do not <walk after their 

OWII luj/s, /bould /coif at lurh lainls as this, both in the firjl and ill 
the loft days, even from Everlaj/ing to t'llfrlafting? 2 Pet, iii. 3.4. 
-But perhaps it will be raid, that thefe ihings are MYSTERIES, 
which ( although very true in themfelves ) lay.underJIandings can· 
not comprehend: Or, indeed, any other perfons amongft us, be· 
fides thoCe who being INW ARDL Y MOVED BY THE. 
HOLY GHOST, have taken a trip acroCs the .lftlalltic to 
obtain tpi/copal ordination and tbe indflible (haraEler., However. 
jf thefe conferrattd gentlemen do not quite defpair of us, it is hoped 
that, in the abundance of their charity, they will endeavour to 
i/luridate thefe dark points; and, at the fame time, explain the 
creed of aWlber of their eminent faints, which we are told, tbat 
uolefs we believe faithfully, ( i, e. heli£'l1ingly) 'We cannot be laved: 
which creed, (or rather riddle) notwithfianding all the labours 
of the pious and metapbyJi(al Dr. Water/and, remains Iome-, 
what tflligmatical Hill. 

poorly 
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poorly flocked with faints and martyrs, which is forced to 
adopt fuch enormOllS finners into her kalendar, in order 
to fweIl the number. 

BUT to unravel this myfJery of ( nonflnft as well as of) 
iniquity, which has already worked for a long time amongft 
us; * or, at leaft, to give the moft probablefolution Of 
it ; it is to be remembred, that king Charles, this 
burleJque upon faintlhip and martyrdom, though fo great 
an oppre1for, was a true friend to the Church ;' fo true 
a friend to her, that he was very well affected towards 
the rOl11an catholics; and would, probably, have been 
very willing to unite Lambeth and Rome. This appears 
by his marrying a true daughter of that true mother of 
harlots; t which he did with a difpenfation from the 
Pope, that fupreme BISHOP; to whom when he wrote, 
he gave ,the title of MOST HOLY FATHER. His 

. queen was extremely bigotted to all the foIlies and 
1uperftitions, and to the hierarchy, of Rome; and had a 
prodigious afcendency over him all his life. It was, in 
part, owing to this, that he (probably) abetted· the maf­
facre of the proteftants in Ireland; that he affifted in 

• 

extirpating the french proteftants at Rochelle ; that he 
all along encouraged papijJs, and popilhly effected cler~ 
gymen, in preference to all other perfons, and that he 
upheld that monfter of wickednefs, ARCH· BISHOP 
LAUD, and the bilhops of his ftamp, in all their chllrch­
tyranny and diabolical cruelties. In return to his kindnefs 
and indulgence in which refpeCl:s, they caufed many of 

., z Thdf. ii. 7. t Rev. xvii. 5. 
the 

--- _ . 
• 
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the pulpits throughout the nation, to ring with the divine 
abfolute, indefeafible right of kings; with the praifes of 
Charles and his reign; and with the damnable fin of 
refi!l:ing the Lord's anointed, let him do what he would. 
So that not Cbrijl, but Charles, was commonly preached 

to the people. In plain eng1iJh, there 'feerns to have. 
been an impious bargain ftruck up betwixt the fcepter 
and the furplice, for en!1aving both the bodies and foul' 
of men. The king appeared to be willing that the 
clergy fhould do what they would, fet up a monftrous 
hierarchy like that of Rome, a monftrous inquifition like 
that of Spain or Portugal, or any thing elfe which their 
own pride, and the devil's malice, could prompt them 

to: Provided always, that the clergy would- 'be tools to 
." . - . ... 

the crown:; that they wou'ld make the people believe; 
. , 

that kings had God's authority for breaking God's law; 
that they had a commiffion' from heaven to feize the . . ' 

eftates and lives of their fubjeCl:s at pleafure ; and that 
it was a damnable fin to refift them, even when they 

did, fuch things as de1erved more than damnation. . 
, 

This appears to' be th~ true key for explaining the myfle. 
rious doCl:rine of king Charles's faintlhip and martyrdom. 

He was a faint, not becaufe.he was in his life, a good man, 
but a good churchman; not becaufe he was a lover of 
holinefs, but the hierarchy ; not becaufe he was a friend 
to Cbrifl, but the Craft. And he was a martyr in his 

death, not becaufe he bravely fuffered death in the caufe 
of truth and righteoufnefs, but becaufe he died an enemy 
to liberty and the rights of confciel}ce; i. e. not becaufe 

he died an enemy to fin, but diffin/trs. For thefe rea-
. fons 
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fans it is that all bigotted' clergymen, and friends· to 
church-power, paint this man as a faint in his life, though 
he was fuch a mighty, fuch a royal ./inner; and as a 
martyr in his death, though he fell a facrifice only to 
his own ambition, a';!atice, and unbounded luft of power. 
And from proilituting their praife UPO!} king Charles, 

• 

and offering him that incenfe which is not his due, it is 
natural for them to make a tranfition to the diifenters, 
(as they commonly do) and to load them with that re­
proach which they do not deferve; they being generally 

• • 

proferred enemies both to civil and ecclefiaftical tyranny. 
WE are commonly charged (upon the 'Ihirtietb oj 'Ja­
nuary) with the guilt of putting the king·to death, under 
a notion that it was our anceftors that did it ;' and fo 
we are reprefented in the blackeft colours, not only as . 

, fcifmaticks, but alfo as traitors and rebels and all that is 
bad. And thefdojty gentlemen ufually rail upon this 
head, in fucha manner as plainly. ihows, that they are 
either grony ignorant of the hiftory of thofe times which 
they fpeak of; or, which is worfe, that they are guilty 
of the moil ihameful prevarication, nander and fallhood. 

• 

. But every petty priejl, with a roll and a gown, thinks 
he mull: do fomething in imitation of his bellers, in lawn, . 

and ihow himfelf a true JOn of the church : And thus, <r .. , 

through a fooliih ambicion to appear confider(Jble,··they~ 
only render themfelves contempJible. 

BUT fuppofe our fore-fathers did kill their mock faint 

and martyr a century ago, what is that to us now? If! .. ~~. 
miftake not, thefe gentlemen generally preach down the .. 

doCl:rine of the impUIf1Ji#11 of ddam's jill. 10 his pojJerily, 
. as 

'. 
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as abfurd and unreafonable, notwithftanding they have 
folemnly fubfcribed what is equivalent to it in their own 
articles of religion. And therefore one would hardly ex· 
pea: that they would lay the guilt of the king's death 
upon us, altho' our fore-fathers had been the only authors 
of it. But this condua: is much more furprifing, when it 
does not appear that our anceftors had any more hand in 
it than their own. However, bigotry is fufficient to ac­
count for this, and many other phenonlena, which cannot 
be accounted for in any other way. 

• 

ALTHOUGH the obfervation of this anniverjary feems to 
have been ( at leaft ) fuperftitious in its original; and al­
though it is often abufed to very bad purpofes by the efta­
blilhed clergy, as they-ferve themfelves of it, to perpetuate 
ftrife, a party fpirit, and divifions in the chriftian church ; 
yet it is to be hoped that one good end will be anfwered 
by it, quite contrary to their intention: It is to be hoped, 
that it will prove a ftanding memento, that Britons will not 

~. 

bejlaves; and a warning to all corrupt councellors and 
minijlers, not to go too far in advifing to arbitrary, def­
potie meafures --

. To concIude~ Let us all learn to be free, and to be 
.... 9 ' 

4"d~ Joyal. Let us not profefs ourfelves vaifals to the lawlefs 
pleaiilre of any man on earth. But let us remember, ~t 
the fame time, government is [acred, and not to be trifled 
with. It is our happinefs to live under the government of 
a PRINCE who is fatisfied with ruling according to law'; 
as every other good prince will ' We enjoy under his ad­
miniftration all the liberty that is proper and expedient 

for 
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for us. It becomes us, therefore, to be contented, and 
dutiful fubjetl:s. Let us prize our freedom ; but not 
fife our liberty for a cloke of malicioufne{s. t There are 
men who ftrike at liberty under the term licentiollfneft. 
There are others who aim at popularity under the dif· 
guife of plliriolifm. Be aware of both. Extremes are 
dangerous. There is at prefent amongft tiS, perhaps, 
more danger of the latter, than of the former. For 
which reafon I would exhort you to pay all due Regard 
to the government over us; to the KING and all in 
authority ; and to lead a quiet and peaceable life. -I- . 
And while I am fpeaking of loyalty to our eartbly Prince, 
fuffer me juft to put you in mind to be loyal al{o to -
the {upreme RULER of the univerfe, bJ whom kings 
reign, and princes decree juflice. * To which. king eter· 
nal immortal, invifible, even to the ONLY WISE 
GOD, n be all honor and praife, DOMINION and 
thankfgiving, through JESUS CHRIST our LORD. 

AMEN. 

t 1 Pet. ii. 16. 1 Tim • '" P ,,' roy. VIII. I,. 
.. u. z. 

II 1 Tim. i. 17· 
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