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** o PREFATORY NOTE. .

I'ne author of this pamphlet visited Raleigh, for the purpose
of attending a series of religious meetings, — On the wight of his
arrival, he was present at the organzation of an lSxecutive, Tegis.
lative and Judiciary "Femperance 'Sni"ivlv. and, aflter an adidress on
the occasion, was desired to preach before the Legislatare on the
following Sabhath night. The largest chureh was procured, o
very full audience of every rank were present, and the following
disconrse was submtted,

A request was soon  after received, signed by twenty-one Senit-
tors and Members of the House of Lunmmnb, “in behall of them.

“selves and “their associates, ™

desiring . copy for pnhll ation.
This request is relnctantly complied with, urged chiefly by the
desire that the publication may .prove beneficial to citizens renown.
od for a tolerant spirit.
As carly as 10672, George Fox, when he had crossed ¢ the
- areat bogs, laying abroad amights mn the woods by a fire,” and
reached the groves of Albermarle, “met with a tender people”
who received “the authority of truth ;" and when he had “opened
~many things concerning the hight and spirit of Gop that 1s in
cvery one,”’ he was still “#received lovingly.”  From the house
of the Governor, who “heard hiim meekly,” he went 1o the resy-
dence . of # Joseph Scot, one of the representatives of the country
‘where he had a sound and precious mecting with all conditions of
people;” and when he returned to Virginia, he declared that }w
found the peoplc of North Carolina, “ generally tender and open
.md that he had made among them “a hittle entrance for truth.’
. The charactenistics which this envoy of humanity found.in thm
chn'alrous State yet remain.  The kindness which the unworthy

author received will be gratefully remembered, and in return he

prays that every soul on her domain may become mhghtencd
sanctified and saved. | L. L. M



,, DISCOURSE

Ners s 36 —For David. after he had szrved s own
Leacration hu the will of God, fell on sleep,

Tur Apostle uttered these words in his argument at Antioch.
His immediate objeet wasp to prove that Juse i3 was the true Mesi-
ah *whom Gop raised from the dead. ™  In this allusion to the
person of David. we have a compendious deseription of a good

vharacter and a useful man.
The oceasion which his ealled us together, will, perhaps, re-

quire ami justfy a_sheht departure from ‘the usunl style of ser--
monizing; bnt while we procecd  to discuss some of the great”

principles which relate to the general good, most eamestly is it
desived that none of vou will fnrmt the dmml rr-uponcxbllmm con-
nected with vour pvrtmnl relation to Almighty Gop. In this
service we shall constder the -uhjc'ct of A Usprur LIFE AND A
PEaceErun DeaTn,

It is said of the ancient Monareh of Israel that « He served his
own generation by the will of Gon. ™ T his will suggest several

particulars. - -

In the first place. he took his pmmon in society as Providence
directed. and recoenized this life as a state of active service. He
felt a tie linking him to his brother man, to all men, and while he

served them buwnuml\ he felt most doc ply ‘that his hlghest-q

relation was a divine one, and because he was truly devout, his

mtrmnmn was the inspiration of goodness.. He was .qroail} Slnccre’ |

in his uncommon greatness thonﬂh imperfect in his life, he was
perfeet in his purposcs, and hence he was by infalible wisdom
declared to be #a man afier Gop's own heart.” His repentance
Wis as pmfound as his faults were obvious. - He was “zealous for
the Lorp,” and desired the prolongation of earthly existence only
that he might be more useful. In the seventh chapter of Acts 1t
is said that ¢ David found favor before Gop, and desired to find a
tabernacle for the Gop of Jacob.” Pcr*overance, that great ele-
ment of uscfulness, entered into his composition. - Having . served
the world tht m:gh a long life in the highest station, he made his
death-bed a throne of pe rpcuml -admnmnnn from which he taught
his son to “ show himself a man,” and dicd pm)mg that his influ.
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cnee g bt be augmented throneh the agoney ofworthy sueeossors

In the second placed thns mneient servant of Gon and hongmiry
soveed has gencratonr By this we are o undenstnd that he
served the age m o which he lived e went out of himselt, rose
above the narrow and contemptible preamets of sectional preju-
dice aad ook generous and comprehicnsive viens T s not
forgotten that pubhic men are herec—men who rale this conmmon.
wealth and Jegilare for thiv great peaple——mon older, wiser, and
hetter CVCTV WA than the t-‘-rprn]wl‘ We come not here itention.
.1”\ L0 dt‘;_}'l‘:lt]t“ the ]mlpil o low ax to make 1t the deseerated seene
of polineal fulminations, nor would we willingly deserve contemp
by presuming to dictate to vour superior sense. But we it as
CINZeNs of 2 conumon country, christians of a common faith, and
descendants of a race who never deemed it frrelevant o inguire
carnestly mto the process by which suceessive generations have
been served and by which comine ages should be blessed. How
will the Christian Patriot serve his age?

First of all he mst wuderstand it He must be capable of
imbihing s spirit before he can ennoble i, The wind must not
only be strong, but it must come in contact with the sea before the
biliows roll and are purified by the motion.  As well micht we
cxpeet, that of itzelf »the spiev breath of Arabyv ™ would cause
the stormy Atlantic to swell and dash against the adverse shore
ns that the great mass of the people will be moved and elevated,
and constantly impelled towards ane great point by the contlicting
whims of those whom luxury has emasculated of strength, and
irnorance has mcapacitated for counsel.

Morcover, one will begin to understand his age just as soon as

he has the power of ficZing its claims. Cold theorizers and frigid

dogmatics are obsolcte in our day.  Men of acute svmpathy are
our men of power. and men who have had experience among the
people, are the leaders who have won wisdom in the best school,
and with that prophetical sagacity which is quickened by the throb-
mgs of the popular pulse can intelligently euide human destinies
to the noblest goall What is the predeminant chargeter of our
age? Acuon! Who are fited 10 serve 1?2 Men who are active,
who are practical, and who in every vocation are warking men.
The age of mewaphysical disquisivon is past, and-the time has
come when af one would be useful he must be active in acquiring
wisdom and cqually industrious in embodving all he acquires in
maganmous acts which are palpable 10 the general feehnes and
conducive to universal good.  Healthy souls in sound bodics, men
of solid qualitics and indomitable application are démanded now.
This age though distinet is not seperate from those that have pre-
ceded. 'Weare bound to past generations, even to the most remote,
by a sublime connection.  Our age is the cumulated and com-
pressed result of all amiquity, as the majestic river widening 1o
the sea, is the result of cvery tribitary. however obscure. and of
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every fonntain, however smadl Flonee he who would mould and
dutde the eloments of the tmmre should not ke s position as o
pilot in-the eddving current of opimons mtil he has explored the
past and eaneht an inspivation commensurate with the magmtude
of the world's inerensing elaims. One proper destimation is into
purer and deeper waters: hut he who is jgnorant of what has heen
will he most inditlerent to what necds hecand will be as Tikely (o
navigate s eraft moone direetion ax another,

There ave two wavs by which we obtain the power of serving
our ocneration. he tiest hes in genons and  conprehensiee
selfeculture Hluman natare s adonticat inoas constintion and
s suseeptibility o social mflnence,  We thrill others most when
our own sonl as best toned. But the elements of publie thought
are diversitied, temperaments ditler, and loeal characteristies con-
et He therefore who is to minele among all and woull move
cach must possess an edueation as varied as the multifarions gra-
dattons of the surronndine  intellectual world, and must urge
repugnant demands throueh the universal avenue of love. "The
ciant in his best candition can move no farther than he takes hold,
The power of grasping moral powers iz moral, and 1s withm us,
We reach the soul through the soul.—we arouse the passions
only through the passions. 'T'rue power s intellecmal. s
honor and reward lies in the capacity of uttering the bright coms-
age of immortal thought.

Providence has appointed our existence in an age and country
most favorable for the illustration of this point.  In ruder ages,
physical strength obtained mastership i hfe.  In the subsequent
cra of chivalry. the prowess of military chieftains monopelized
the brightest siiles and the highest-honors.  But under the high-
cr civilization of modern times. heautiful thought 1s the favonte
sovercien, who from the printed page or speaking lip sways with
omnipetent eneravy a sceptre that is ommipresent.  Lool at the
recal power of mind.  If it cannot ¥ ereate a soul under the ribs
of death,” 1t will chisel frosty marble into the Imeaments and
aracefulness of more than kingly majesty.  Disdaining to employ
agents weak and fragile to execute its purpose, ecreative mind has
produced a titan-progeny whose strenath 1s greater than Briareas
with his hundred hands.  Vivified with a soul ethemnal and light-
ning-winged, these servants, whose toil 1s neither uncompensated
nor unjust, open the quarry and drive the loom; or when linked
to the car and ship they unexhausted go

‘“ Tramp, tramp over the carth,
Splash, splash across the sea. ”

- There are intellects at this moment extant and luxuriating in
the solitudes of profound meditation, or active in public toil, whose

?
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(‘ul‘h‘t']'ninllﬁ. Iullg: TG l]iﬁp:llt‘hl'ti on thewr mission of t'um|ll(5*f.,
are rushing ina thousand  divections with infinite ly more speed
and encrey than the Faceles of imperial Bome. As the hghtning
shineth from the east unto the west, so the clear hroad hight of
sterhing thought, glittering through = the spacions cirenits af hev
musing,” 18 pouring an effulgence round the globe. Not the fit-
ful coruseations of vapid medioerity, but profound and glowmg
mind is the universal gqueon whom all must adore or serve,
Republicans though we are, we mmst acknowledre that here s
covereren victorious heyvond our envy or our hate.

But mental strength does vot e in the power to =it still
Action, action energrtic, persevering and comprehonsive, s the
condition of development and progress. Mind must have mind n
masses (0 act upon, and in that contact there 18 an exciting power
beyond all human computation.  Napoleon must have high Alps
to overleap, nations for his conquest, and universal empire for his
domimion.  Nothing less than a whole planct will answer for
Columbus to shape his course upon; and such mental emperors
as Bowditch and Newton require immensity thick-shown with
my riads of constellations for apparatus, angels for fellow students,
and all cternity to unfold the Tatent energies of the human mind.

Why even here in this doomed carth, where storins howl and
disease destroys, the empires that rise, and the institutions that rule,
are only lengthened shadows of individual minds walking hefore
the sun of immorial glory. It is the same now as 1t ever has
been, the thick ranks of the great army of mankind are marching
with lock-step over the field of time to great conflicts and cternal
rewards. They march to the music of thought regular or dis-
tracting, and he who plavs loudest and best will be followed hy
the strongest host.

A thought put into action is infinitely more efiective than
exploding cannon. The tones of true cloquence will drown all
their uproar, counteract the force of their destruction, and render
the emperor of all the Russias utterly impotent before the splen-
dors of inspiring truth. The crash of iron hail and the growlings
of “the dogs of war” are intermittent, but the salvos of mental
artillery are perpetual. * |

Our power to serve the age in which we live is measured by
the excellence of our spiritual cultivation.  Gobp has indicated our
duty in the wonderful endowments of our race.  He has made 1t
the cternal nature of. the soul to make all things its own; and 1t 1s
the glorious prerogative of a virtuous mind to make all excellence
its solace and its food. 1s a diamond beantiful 7—mind will set 1t
on fire and from its flame cduce truth more sparkling and prohta-
ble than the perishing gem.  Is light transparent 7—mind  lays
hold of a ray, and with a scalpel more ctherial than the subject 1t
dissects, spreads before the eve of admiration, the discriminated
hues which in diversified combinations tint the rose and form the
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rainhow, heantity the carth md ndorn the heavens  Ad s the
deep Wi vault of those heavens sublime with the resplondent

clories of mnjestic worlds eireling there f=—mimd aye the mind ol

man, has from that awlul dome suspended s halinee-heam, and
|lml\ weighed vast systems of worlds e the even seales, Mind
llmmn o the lowest vale of nature, an intangible and immortal
CRRCNCE, l“lllllll'lf“-- whatever is dark, conquers opposing strength,
and with pinions swifter than the lightning's wing, flics an angel-
fheht, forth and right on whithersoever it will

Agam, by Bigh selfenlture we reach the spirit of onr age-and
move it by the power of priuciples.  Fle who deeply feels the rid-
dle of the world is in a good way to unravel i, One spark may
= kindle a conflagration which shall destroy the temples of liberty
and Justice, Such is the fanatic who hurls his toreh on high and]
vannts himsell as a philosepher, when be is only » madinan.
(e ‘?.pnh of hallowed firve may sct rubbish i a  blaze, from
whose flashy and blasting heat rich products may flow, as (Cor-
inthian brass was first formed amid the einders of a \U]llplllﬂllh
city,  One little word mnhmlunfr 4 nation’s spirtt.—one speceh
alowing with the inspiration of the age,—may fall on combust-
ihles which cceans emnnot (quench, Old John Adans, when o
college student, chanced to be in Boston and heard a patriotie
speee |1 one of the first sparks struck by the Genins of American
Llhm*t\, from his majesty’s oppressive throne.  That seed of fire
was not lost. It fell in the already glowing heart of him whom
a great nival frankly termed “our colossus in congressionil
debate.”  What the worth and power of the plmcrplc then
broached were 1s indicated by Mr. Adams’ declaration, # 1 say

the most solemn manner, that Mr. ()w- Oration 1;;:*1m:>t Writs of

Assistance breathed nto this nation the breath of hfe!”

Martm Lather found a bible inenmbered by traditions, and read
it In secret, panting after truth until the lmrrht vision burst upon
his enraptured heart.  In the licht of a new and nobler principle

than was possessed by his cotemporaries, his cell became more

= glorious than grandewr’s most maganificent saloon, and he deeply
felt that no man should hide what Gon designed all men to know.

Inspired by holy tfuth he could but mspire, and those reachings

of his soul went forth conquering and to conquer, until he had kin-
dled the surrounding atmostphere into a canopy of magnificince,

mspired contizuous mninds w nh his own ardor, and left The world
'1Il blazing from his torch. to assume hereafier a crown compared
to which the laurels of selfish heroes are weeds.

And yet the reformation was not complete,  Latimer and Ridley
“struck for a still nearer qpplomh to nndonbted right. IYor their
fidelity they must share in the peril and clory of all great
advancements.  * Fear not, Master Ridley.” said the heroical
Latbmer, as both m chams were gomg to the stake, “for hy the
blc-*‘-¢:11cr of Gop we will thie day iiindle such a flame as shall

- T
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hever go out! Naot ol -~h.|l| nul oo ont Fach new prineiple
dixcovered and proclimed, is a0 new and nperishable timinary
added 1o the moral heavens, ,

1o support an unjust war, Charles 1ol Fongland raxed s suh.
jeets itleaally and without just ennxe, Phnnpden vesisted the
trithng assessment of twenty shillings on his vast linded property,
aned stood up the mightiest among the mighty to defind a down-
trodden prineiple of justice and consed not mutil he had broneht
[Tony llm (lu-~| the ery of liberty, and vendeved ship-maney in all
e n's s 0 hated word, ’}

'l‘lww 1S another mtl stitl more striking illustration of the ser-
vice rendered to one's age and o all ages by the discovery and
defenee of profound and original principles. " Sir Edward Coke,
the thxllnwlmlwtl lnwyer—for it was fashionable for lawyers to
co to ehireh in those (l.l\..—-m]f' day discovered a Ind takoing
notes during divine service, Being  pleased  with the modest
worth of the lad, he asked his parents to permit him to edueate
their emulative son. 1t is said that Coke sent him 1o Oxford
Ho drank from the fountams of knowledge, and m those dmuwhb'
he found

‘““ The sober certainty of waking bliss, "

As the hart panteth after the water brooks, he longed for the
wisdom that rouses the might which so often and <o long slumbers
m a peasant’s arm.  He “communed with the past and with his
own startling thoughts.  He summoned around him the venerable
sages of antiguity, and in their presence made a feast of fat things,

‘“ A perpetuad feast of nectar'd sweets where no crude surfeit reigns, ?

At the fount of hohiest mstruction he eleared hig vision, and
from the mount of contemplation breathed in worlds 1o w hich the
heaven of heavens is but a veil.  But his soul was too iree for the
peace of his sycophantic associates, s principles were ton philan-
thropic for the selfizhness of his age, the doctrines which he
scorned to disavow were too noble for old England. and he sought
an asylum among the ey rocks of this wilderness world.  He came

“ To plant the Tree of Life, to plant fair Freedom’s Tree, ¥

and was driven {rom the cmim\r of white men through wintry
storms and savages more lenient than interested  {aetions, o mel
the first free LOlOI]\' m Awmerica. 'That boy was the fmmdf*r of
Rhode Island, that man was the pawiot whe stooped his ammmtv
il head as low as death for universal richts; and ever

-
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“ Fought to protect, and coniquered but 1o bless.”
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That clistiian was Roger the first who plead for
|||u Il\ of conserenee ln l|ll*- H)llllll\ .Illll l|ll' pl(lllul Of Ii'llt'lnlh
liherty for the world.

Stuch lovers of truth and ||M|u' are thie pitlnes of soctety and
the benefactors of their age. 'Ihey expel popular fears, steady
popular fickleness, (\p.nul warrow prejadice, md sink fictious
tempers in theie enlarged wisdom and public spivit

Such serviee s neither transient noy spasmodie. Thoughts
born 1 solitude and agony most lll‘(]lltnllv convulse or console
the world,  1n the llnhlunw-nh am of intelleet” which in the
murlky gloom of his llllll.'..{’l nee and negleet created in the mind of
(mlmnblm the conclusion that the carth is spherical, and that the
Indies might be reached by sailing due west, America with all her
vast domain inhabitants and lnatmv was discorered ! 13ut we haye
had moral explorers who, striking out » new and sueeessful voy-
aerey have returned with “pich argosies’” of inestimable wealth,
IPifty years ago a few Baptist preachers assembled moa small
parlor i the mnm! town of ‘Iittering, Eng.  After spending ¢
season e prayer for divine direction, l]ll\" osol v d 1o form o
association  for diflusing relicions ]mm\lultrﬂ in the heathen
world, and from their own seanty means they “ontributed thirteen
pnumla sterling as alms to accompany their devotion,  ‘I'his was
the begnmmge of the areat work of wodern missions.  'I'he germ
has arown to a 1]1]*"]1[\! tree overspreading the carth, There are
now fificen hundred missionaries in the field, aided hy five thon;
sand native teachers.  These arve laboring ¢ around twelve hundred
central stations and fifty printing establishments.  One hundr o and
eirhty thousand have already professed conversion to the Chris-
tan faith, and two hundred thousand more are daily taught wis-
don, ]*uman and divine, o the missionary schools.  William
L'nm, struck the first blow at home and kindled the first heacon
licht on the shores of the kingdom of darkness abroad.  Tie rose
to be the first scholar and foremost philanthropist in India.  He
emulated évery excellence and became the purest amone the
arcat, the: greatest among the pure.  The government which first
npposml hin came at lenath ta acknowledae their oblisations to
true religion. and on the 10th of Augnst. 1842, a oreat conconrse
of British statesmen and native patriots i Calentt nqnlud N
signify therr gratitude and vencerauon  for oreat services and
B nh.c'(l worth. b\ ordering the form of Dy Carcy cut in mar-
ble.  But neither they nov the aneels above can fully estimate
how wiselv and how well he served his generation.

- Robert Raikes, the mdustrious and henevolont printer of Gilon-
rester, havinge mqmlml n fortune. qet abowt *"llhrmhmtlm” It to the
henefit of his ace. Happily he strucle upon a new principle, by
catherme the vicious and donorant o a Sabbath  school, A
coreat hioht has sprung up and aplmfl [rom that heavenly ]'Mllu |
and mll]lﬂlh d]f‘ now hlessed 1 that s unmon of which. s L:.
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Cton himsell s the President, every matared chivistian should he a
tencher, and the whole world of youth the alumni,

Clarkson ont of Parlimnont and Wilberforee in ity with their
tongne and peny like Howard with his heart and hand,  served
their generation in the advocacy of justice and merey, and won
fime and glory which shall be Tuminous and immortal when the
names of their calumniators shall rot in the caves of cternal infa.
my and oblivion,

Another illustration, the strongest and most strilking of all, will
stand prominentin the history of this eventful nge. 1t is that those
six mnchriates in Baltimore, when drunk, should have staggered
upon the only true prineiple of sobricty,—a principle which, had
it been acted npon, \\-‘Olll(i have prevented previous dissoluteness
and which is hereafier destined to rescue the abandoned drunkard
from his hell, and elevate the moderate drinker into the condition
o a temperate and virtuons man,

The influence of true service to one’s age goes on multiplying.
Washmgton and his compatriots went to # war againsta preamble,”
—behind a small but unjust requisition they detected the presence of
tyranny, and dragging up from the ‘deep well of truth an old bt
undiscovered antagonist principle, they first felt its worth,authenti-
‘ated 1ts justness, and then went to the struggle of death in its:
defence.  What are the results? The principle has survived its
first patrons,and is now circling the globe.  From us to the south
pole, from sea to sea, almoste every foot of soil is disenthralled
from European rnle, the pcasants of the vales and hardy moun-
taincers of the old world snuff’ the air of liberty from our shores
~and pant for the blessings we enjoy. o |

What has done this?  Opinion !—mind aroused, and stimulated
mto action. It is a fearful power to unloose, but it is more fearful
when arbitrarily confined.  When ardent truth has once fallen
where 1t kindles, and latent thought has been drawn from the
‘quickencd mind, it thenceforth becomes a sword of lightning which
no material scabbard can sheathe.

The voleano in eruption, if allowed in a natural way to expend
its force may be comparatively harmless.  1is currents of noisome
scoria and melted rock may flow down through channels blasted
by outhursts of preceding flame, -or they may quictly subside at
the roots of richest vines to improve their flavor and mature the
richest fruit. sl3nt when the crater 1s closed by force, and the
abortive attempt.is made with coercive bonds to imprison internal
heat, then there is danaer all around.  No one can safely anticipate
where or in whatshape the inevitable explosion willfappmr. Y o
may, if vou choose, play with the uncaged lion,—vou may
tantalize the ticer when the first aush of worm blood is on his
enashing teetiy, but do not peril vonrselves aud vour country by
sporting with an mcensed public opunon!
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AL whom do Hiong cast their gentie looks?
Not to the east that would usurp their den,
“Whose hand is that the forest bear doth lick ¢
‘Mot his, that spoils her young hefore her face.
Who seapes the Inrking serpent’s mertal sting !
Not he that sets his foot upon her Facle,
'T'he smallest worm will turn when teodden on
And doves will peck, in safegnard of their brood.”

The age of physical foree 1s passnw nwva Yy, © Men are beoin:
ning to lw less enthusiaslic in heroiging their fellow mien for
wholesale murder. Probably we shall not. vote the npothesis of

many more military chieftains.  The gladintorship ol imind must
he our peril and our glory, 1t is useless to stand still aned frown,
as if we conld winlk diflicultios away., I a great confliet arises,
th‘ et the weakest . fond of.? T'wo thmtrs demaidd 'fl;lllllll]l'

I rst, Glod gives the best mands the widest field. Al souls
have somo points of contact.  Love of frand and error are unnatu-
ral.  One true soul will touch the latent f-rpnnfr:s m every other.
T'he sparks . of genius will kindle.  'T'he voice of reason, truth
and justice will tw'ntunlly be heard.  The whole carth hstens,
When the ambassador from God shall appear with true ereden-
tials,—a heart to feel every throbbing of humanity and an intels
Hect armed and ready to male aggressions on cvery tyranical foe,
that man will be heard !

In the second place, God gires fmnfr to the hest men by easur-
~ing their svccess. © The certainty of trinmph lies in the inherent
'suporlout} of truth over error. Good men have a wide firld,—
they ask no favor but a fair one. Il this 1s unjustly forbidden, it |
is only a momentary restraint.  Every {ree clement comes 1o their’
aid. . Some press’ will throw ont rayvs of licht. Some ]s.lﬂ(’l(‘(l
soul will speak.  Slander only reduplicates truth ‘indirectly by its
repititions of detraction.  Every breeze blows but to angment the
treasuce it circulates, Ewrv bounding billow rolls )omuﬁ'lx on
to the world’s himits, rejoicing n the dlwnnumtmn of that which
i most like itself—truth !—knowing no fear and yielding o no
chain, but ivmg on forever, bmmdlma fetterless, sublime? ~ Who
s $0 mean as-1o quail bt’.‘fOlO the dl SCUSSION ofnm, nnportant truth ?2
| /!

“ If we have wlhisperad truth,

~ Whisper no longer;
But speak as the thunder doth,

| Sle'ljllei'. and strongcr; P

1f a storm gathers in the.- polnu.al or moral heavens, it is more
than foliy, in our age, to depricate its ‘approach or fear its might
We must hm ¢ men of no whimpering,-childish composition 10
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conduet ol safely the elements of ctomulated wrath, Men who
cfliciently serve their generation are ol this -mettle. They were
anticipated and - deseribed by the elussie poet,—the moral giants
who mareh along the earth and aeross the ocean, hut theiy front
ix among the stars. 1'hey do not stand with pale lips and qualk-
ine knees, hut arasping the pillars of the temple wherg tyranny
sitx enthironed, not in blindness, likke the strong man of old, to be
self immolated, they erush oppression from its iron throne and
trmnple in their strength on the colossal ruins.  Day and night,
sunshine and storm, are vicissitudes which neither unpede such
men nor change their course,  'I'hey are not weathercocks to be
turned by the winds, but they take their positions in storms, like
the Alps, to turn the wind. " A great American poet has told us
the whole truth in lines worthy of the country and the man:

' Truth erush'd to carth shall rise again,
) T'he eternal years of God are hers
| But error wounded writhes in pain,
And dies among her worshippers, ”

[t is suggested in our text that the SCIVICE We owe our age 18
measured and sanctioned by the Divine will. ¢ David served his
cencration by the will of God.” How shall we deserve this
culogivm?  We must rise above a slavish devotion to a seet, and
constlt our common TFather’s will.  We must so far looscn our-
selves from a segment of the cirele of humanity as to comprehend
the whole.  When men are furiously and fanatically fond of a
particular objeet, they will prefer it to their own peace, to their
own life, and to every other claim. Men should be decided, all
men should have their sentiments well understood by themselves
and  frankly avowed to others. “"Jisnoble to have a giant's
strength, but not to use it as a giant.”  We should be open to
conviction while we are enforcing it.  The outlet of generosity 1s
the inlet oftrue greatness.  * The liberal soul,” said Solomon,
«shall be made fat.”  God puts a noble and generous man into stall-
feed, while the poor, meagre, miscrable miser is left to shrivel up
his pigmy soul in this world, and in the great winnowing day of
God's alinightiness, the crisped and haggard (ding will be blown
into cternal despair by the burning winds of contempt.

The will of God requires us not to clevate a few by depressing
the many, but on the contrary to seek the greatest good of the
oreatest number.  What means are to be used ? - 'I'his brings me
to the great pomnt 1 would enforce in all this discourse. We must
rducate.  Let us not leave the mass of mind to grow ignorant and
corrupt, and afiervards attempt cocreively to bmd . Xerxes
may as well expeet to chain the vexed Hellespont in peace.  Le-
aislation is impotent any longer 1o resist the heamings of a bright-

er day.  Knowledge is generous and communieative, and jealous-

i

Fi



.
|

Ay al Hs progress is o sure sviptom ol i want. But, thank Cuod,
the day has come when it cannot be sueecssfully resisted, Supers
stition nay condenm Cinlileo for his nnprmml nstronomy, bt tha

carth continues to turn roumd with all its stapid inhabitants vevoly-
g into light, Some are horn i darkness, have always dwelt
there rrnm chatee, it 18 their native lond, for it they lieht, and s
the only sense in which they are patriotic. 'I'his is natural, bt
thoy and all like them who fear the cfiuleence hursting up the
horizon should quickly kmdle conter fires s and pdueate, worear!
‘I'he more obstruetions you throw hefore the Hoodine tide of know-.
ledge, the more destrictive energies will be developed, e
faree of cannon may quell maob, but edueation will prevent them,
Moral power ereates the strongest munitions of safety o while
wrhitrary  compulsion  degrades TDoth the tvrant and his vietim,
We may expect that a fose will continue to-ery ont agninst in-
creased lllmnnmtlon, as that which they deprieate shames higotry,
enres superstition, and destroys all tyranny over hody  and <o,
But the fire-cross of wisdom is shining from hill-top to hill- Lo,
and is rapidly boinding from hand to hand.  Aagressions into
the mer(lom of darkuess have commenced,  We do not © Ty
havoe and et slip the dogs of war,” hut in Gon's name and for
all Gop's creatires we do. sy ¢ Let there be Light!7 1uis said
that if the heak of a bird is bound up fast, and his wings broken,
he can still live and breathe through the hollow bones, ™ But, fmy
we, give the hIrQ both wings and th to be used as heave n de-
~signed.  Epictetus told his sovercigen that he wonld confer &
greater favor upon the state by cley ating the thoughts of the pro-
plt" than by raising the roofs of their houses.

To sow the seeds of thought m uncultivided mind, s the fivd
- duty of this age; and on the Hm(“]\ digschavan of this {Iut\ our sal-
vation (l{?p(*ndb. I'he lower classes must be made inte Higent men
before they can possibly become useful éitizens.  The time will
soon come if 1t has not already dawned, when the greatest martial
victory ever achieved will be regarded as mhmw]v less important
than the opening of the first Lycenm or the establishment of an
additional school.  Mind, ruling with a sway as peaceful as sun-
lieht, hike it will be most pmxmful There are not physical
energies enonch n the universe to bend one thought of the human
- soul: and if we can succeed in training the rising generation  as
-~ they should be trained, cach youth mll become an intellizent pat-
riot ready to say to any oppressor as the ancient hero said—
% You may destroy ‘the case of Anaxarchus, himself you cannot
im'ch & .

'The extent and resources of our conntry ought to stimulate us
to prompt and persevering action in this énterprise.  We have
| allmdy under cultivation a fragment of our vast domain, includ-
Ing twenty-six sovereign states, some of which are larger and more
powellul !han whole kingdoms in Europe. We arc occupying -
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anc area of two withon three hnndred Giousand square miles | or,
one bitlion fouy hindred el seventy two million aeres, W hat
A theatee s here spread out for the lnst experiment of eivilization!

A son o the Pilarims may turn his back on the dust of

his sives and the fonm of his ocean hinmts, and travel three
thonsand miles owards the s tinge sun, and ‘mll be on his futher-
i, "Phe most magnificent seenery will greet him everywhere.,
Chivins of inland: seas, andinnumerable majestic rivers leaping
from their mountain springs, and coursing from Columbus to Ore-
oo, from the Lake of the Woods to New Orleans, may entice
i on ihrongh every zone and every elime, from tln, stern north
to the halmy south, from the regions of rock aund ice to the per-
petiual zephyr and  rose, a journey of twenty thousand miles, and
vt he will not have passed from his futherland.

Dot what if along our coasts, our rivers, our pl"mhtmns mind lies
pas=ive 1o the bigot and the thlrmfmfrlw! What if some crafty
mirigner, clntlnntr his hollow pummrms in “the rhinosceros
skin of impudenee,” shall act the part of a baser Cromwel here,
by lanuching from the Jitle fulerum of a military and wlurlolm
d-=potism a power which onece annihilated all that 1'Pm..1mml (0
Fnaland of chureh and parliament, {rightened the great nation
mto submissive, dumb despair, and

“hiewed the throne
Down toa block V"’

Let foreign bigots flood our land, and native intelleet be steeped

N gnorance hut for a brief cycle. uf vears, and the dreadful end

will come, the last experiment of lepnbhmn covernment will fm],

patriotisim will perish and this great national compact will tumble -

to ruins, hike a globe shattered by carthquakes.  We must educate,
We must supply the means to cenltivate the hardy yeomanry
seattered over “the low-lying fields of onr beauntiful land.”
Especialty 1s it needed that the cant and teenies of religion should
Q'WP pl e 1o a generous Spnlt and an active ht'n(mlfnw Male
the pulpit respectabile and it will be vespected. 1o not drive thin-
kmg men from the sanctuavy,  Let the aliar of Gon remam
aitractive as it was originally desierned, the wateh tower of wisdom

and not the throne of dulness. l\u'*p teachers of rehaion out of

the political arena.. May Cion paralize the hand that would unite
chureh and state und-r our skies.  We can dispense with such a
curse, Lt statesinen look well to therr appropriate business, and
let religonists see that trurh is not perverted nor morals m_]nrvd.
No preacher should be |m‘ti-~an but every herald of the Cross
should be a sentient nerve of Ireedom, the toughest sinew in the
\\]lf)ll‘ body of patrictism.

The result and veward of a useful-life is a pmcefnl death.
When David had served his generation #he fell on sleep.” . "This

i,
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beantiful deseription of a peaceful termination of life's 10ils and
solicitudes, 1s applied to David, Solomnon, Jehosaphat and Hezeliinh
i the Old Testament, and to Lazarus and Stephen in the New.,
'I'o the conscientious there is no guile in life, and to the useful
there is no terror in death.

“ "T'he good man lays his hand upon the skies
And bids carth roll, nor heeds her idle whirl,”

FHe who has consulted the will of Gop and the welfare of man-
kind 1n the transactions of his life, will not fear with Moses to ¢ go
up into mount Nebo and die, in the mount’  'I'he veteran chris-
tian be his walk of life what it may, will hear the simmons
without remorse, and like the venerable Girecian sage surround:d
by grateful pupils, will calmly fold his mantle about hiny and sit
down to die.  He bids the world good night and wakes in cterni-
ty all fresh for an immontal race and reward !

The purpose of this discourse will be lost unless an immediate
effect is produced on those who hear it.  We have no time to
waste.  The remote horizon gleans with Jurid forctokenings, the
monitory thunder muttérs hoarsely, and reverberates through
subterrancan caves.  The sagacious look thoughtful, and the
patriotic with suppressed forchodings anticipate coming storms.
There i1s no better alternative than to prepare for them. T'o be
conscious.of our peril, is to be alrcady in a propitious condition
to avert it. To have good men among us well educated, is to
possess the richest gifts of a beneficent Provid-ace; but to suffer
under great powers perverted, 1s to be scourged with the bitterest
curse. An uncducated population may be degraded; a population
cducated in unrighteousness will be ungovernable. The one may
orind in slavery; the other will give anarchy its venom and its
crimes,  All lesser luminaries that shone on the reflecting Nile
found no responsive melody ; but when the Sun shone there, even
stony Memnon poured forth melodious strains.  'The light of flow-
ers, of stars, and of kindred intellect may with intellect harmon-
“1ze in the-notes of narticulate praise, but it is only the highest light
that wales the adoration of gratitude vocal and sincere. A palace
of icc may be radient with hues as splendid as they are cold, but
while the fabric is admired it melts, and as itstreacherous material
grows liquid around the imprisoned occupant, his remorse will
ignite it to a-sca of flame. - | |

It is demanded by our country and our Gop that you who
occupy the principal places should be men of principle. Your
1alents; all the mfluences you can wield, are to be consecrated to
-the public good.  Your responsibility 1s fearfully great. If you
‘err even in an honest view of your duty, mystake the spirit of the
age, wound the constitution under which we subsist or indulge
private passion at the cost of the general weal, than will you
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suffer the reprisal which neither wenlth nor station enn rrt"of't,—-—-
you will receive in yonr persons, and forever pay in your fune,
the penalty of those whom Providence signalizes as doomed hut not
useless harriers to the violent current of changeful times.  If any
wish to augment the fury of gathering waters by braving them,
they will only prepare fertility for coming generations by forcing
them to sweep away wnrighteous impediments, and then to waste
their rage in diffusion.  Kvery violence done to human rights
15 grimly noted down in the grand impeachiment-hook by the
Crenius of Humanity who patiently waits titl the shadow upon the
darkening political. sun-dial points the hour of retribution,  The
crafty demagogue may hurl -

“Ilis dazzling spells into the spungy air
Of power to cheat the eye with blear illusion
And give it false prescntiments,

but hypoeritical falschood is always suicidal to its own interests.
“Be ye sure your sin will find yon out.” 'The gawdy shows
of the coronation of chicanery and ignorance cannot endure and
will not long beguile.  Restless wisdom has a broom to give to
the world a speedy riddance of all such nuisances.

We all have a great work to do.  Dolitical asperity should be
softened, popular ignorance dispersed, and a moral emancipation
every where achieved.  ''his will require protracted and incessant
torl. 1t 1s vain to wait for some potent magic to change the cha-
racter of a people all at once.  We have the inveterate habigs of
centuries to conquer. A copious administration of food is not the
most prudent means of curing the debility which results from
protracted abstinance.  The influence of example descends. We
must have purity, patrietism and piety mm high places. . We need
statesmen who'sha}l aspire not so much to harrangue ecach other
as to exemplify exalted virtues before a great,” earnest” and intelli-
gent nation. )

Pardon the warmth of my expressions. [ kknow where T am
and whom | am addressing; but under the caves of your magnifi-
cent Capitol, and in this dense throng of chivalrous Southerners,
[ think of that venerable christian patriot whose son was my
father, and on whose white locks my young brow leaned and
learned the sentiments which he enthusiastically imbibed from the
Iips of Washington and Lafayvette.. Not like Spartacus do 1 rush
to this seene and under appression cry—<¢U'm here to fight "—
but as a free man among the free, 1 pray you guard well and
transmit unimpaired the great inheritance which our fathers won.
Go to your constituents and declare your purpose; and if some
rival, skilful in meanness, commands more votes because his
whiskey cquals his selfishuess let him enjoy his brief triumph.
Labor generously for the real good of your county and your
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commonwealth, while life lnsts, and then full on sleep as gently
us the beneficent orh of dny sinks rom hnnan view, A glorious
reaction will [ollow, and your son, justly proud of an uprlﬂ'ht
futher's integrity, or a benelicinry, resened from obscurity by your
kindness and educated as o wm*thy stuccessor in the Jegisiative hall
will stand there with tears of gratitude morenoble than o coronet,
and mspired with an oloqumwu more thrilling and mua'nfmnnrms

than the sycophuncy of a parasite will proclaim i deathless tones
that,

H s e e M AN wais madle Zo Anoip,
And there will be a time when this great truth,
Ylectrie shall run from man to man,

And the blood-cemented pyramids of ignorance
Shall by its flash be thrown toearth in atoms-.-

When it shall blaze with sun-refuigent splendor
And the whole carth be lighted.”

There 1s an 1mposing | erandeur in public estimonials to exalted
worth, It i1s a noble thmrr to honor the truly excellent of our
race; it awakens the purest sympathies and gives energy to the
most generous sentiments, Tt has always been natural for nations
o associate the honors rendered to arcat men with relioious solem-
nitics,  We would not be idolatrous, neither would we wish to
deprive soctety of the illustrious, nor disenchant human nature of
the love of glory. We would only have men seek true celebrity,
by executing what 1s worthy of being celebrated. - True honor 1s
not C:\tPI‘I]'ll it can only be acqunwl by virtuons integrity in all
our relations to man and Ciod.. Moral ionm alone 1s permanent,
Like a hymn it is always .attractive, while the flecting pufl’ of
worldly praise 1s like a strect song, which wearies the ear.  Fame
created and sustained hy mtrnmc worth is like the plancts on
hich. To our imperfect sense they may sometimes appear to
stand still, move backward; while in reality, under the
cuidance of thP Infinite, they never are arrested in their orbits,
but with an original and ~ sublime mmm ntum coinpass the
heavens. False fame is like a gawdy flag floating over a
foundered ship; it streams out fmlly as tKn craft sinks, “and then -
disappears f()rf'vc-l IFondness for such  honors is  certainly
‘“avarice of air™; while a decp passion for enduring reputation 1s
- among the noblest ernotions of the human heart.  'T'he mind that
1S lﬂdlfﬁ‘l‘ﬂﬂt to the veneraton of posterity 1s undeserving of co-
temporary esteem.  Citizens and Patriots make this great boon
your own. = Sccure the homage of mborn generations, by
opening fountams to supply th=ir wants as they rise.  Let the
“stream of high thoughts and gencrons deeds go sounding down
the future, to charm the dull into intelligence and rouse the obdu-
rate into praise, deep and subline as thc mighty ocean.
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There are in this congregation many christians, and christian

ministers. Lt us, my brethren, approach the holy altar m spirit,
and before this solemn stillness is broken by the moving mass, like

the young Carthagenian swear cternal enmity to cvery vice.
Then maya Father's blessing go with us, our words of stern truth
be more often a warning than a prophecy, and our influence in the
cause of Gop and our country continually increascd,

“Till wraptin firc the realms of ether glow,
And heaven’s last thunders shake the }g_orld below:,’



