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PREFATORY NOTE.

The following Oration was premediinted and delivered, much 1n tts pre<ent form,
on the oceasion for which it was desircd.  1ts preparaticn for the press, however, has
heen a subsequent task, in the performance of which, the author has.written some-
what more fuily than he <poke. The Association, who kindly requested 2 copy to
print, will please ezeuse the delav which, by the law of necessity, has been imposed.
The author has his pvaportoan of jobs on hand, which he would hope to d spatch as
rapidiy asis compatnt e wih mediocre tlente and the inspiration of deg-day s

C neinnars, July 20:A, 1548, w La M.



ORATION

IN our remarks on the present occasion, we shall con-
sider three general questions.
I. What object has called together this great assemblage

of enterprising citizens ! It 1s to lay the corner stone of

the Ohio Mechames’ Institute.  We design to erect and oc-
cupv aii this beautiful site, an Institution which shall suc-
cesstully compete with such establishments as the Middie-
sex Mechanics® Association in Lowell, and the Mechanics’
Association at Liverpool. The following facts may be ap-
propriately stated :

Near the centre of Lowell stands the spacious brick and
stone ‘*Mechanics’ Hall.” *:Besides stores in the basement
and lower stories, it contains n the upper, a large hall,
used principally for a lecture room; another large one, used
as a reading room, being richly supplied with newspapers,
pamphlets and reviews from all parts of the Umited States,
and some from the Canadas and Great Britain; and a room
containing a laboratory, for the purpose of making chem-
cal experiments, and a Government room; also, a room for
the Mechianies’ hibrary, consisting of more than 2,000 vol-
umes, and another appropriated to the use of the ‘Middle-
sex Society of Natural Hlstory, whose cabmet already
consists of more than 4,000 specimens, prﬁ?tnpally mineral-
ogical. The value of this property is about $25,000.”
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The historian of Lowell in addition to the above facts adds,
Qur mechanics are much more intellirent and moral than
the generality of traders and salesmen o our commerceial
cities.  Thev are, as a general rule, a reading, thinking, 1n-
dustrious, savine, honest, mdependent class of men. "They
are better offt m monev matters, than a great major-
ity ot the lawvers and traders throughout the Umon.”
Sinee the above statements were first made, the ]n--mulmn
In question has greatly uuprmul

The 1 mvrp«ml Mechanies® Institution was, according to
Lord Brougham, copied trom the Frankhn Institute mn Phal-
adelphia. It has become by far the most splendid and ex-
tensive stitution of the kind m Locland.  **'The building
of the lnstitution cost not less than £10,000: 1t contins
upwards of 3,300 members, 83 pupiis in three day schools,
GO0 pupls in fitteen or sixteen evemng classes. It has ity
teachers regularlv emploved. whose salaries amount to
L0000 per annum, a hbrary of 7,000 volumes, with 1.500
readers, and a dady distribution of 200 volumes, and public
lectures twice a week, attended by andiences varving from
700 to 1,300, There are now 1in England about 300 Me-
chames® Instituttons. which have been established within
twentv vears,

II. What do we design to accomplish by the Institute,
the foundation of which we have just laid ! Qur aim s
to promote the etlicienev and happmess of Mechames.
We hold to the orthodoxy of the well known doctrine
of Bacon, imseribed as our motto,—** KNOWLEDGE 1S
Power.” Knowlede of our phvsical being 1s power:
knowledge of our mental capacities is power: knowledge of
nature. of science. of the trades we practise, the tools we
handle. the substance on which we toil, 15 power, propor-
tioned to the comprehensiveness of our insight and the skill
with which we subordinate fixed laws to practical use.

Some of us have been laboriously but delightfully em-
ploved for two weeks past in attending the anniversaries of



At S

the common schools, the lugh schools, the colleees and -
stitutions devoted to protessional edueation e our cuy.
And what metropohis mvour lind can ~how thewr superor
ill llllllllw!’. 1hm*nu;_11nw:-:-= and CCOloINY Ol tor all o i:l:-:-‘~t':-‘~.
and adapted to everyv arade of nund, Only one educational
establishment 1= wanting to reader our svstem complete —
one of the lnghest ordery expresslv adapted 1o promote
practical zciences mechameal cetficieney, and social happi-
ness—tins we e already commenced to build.
Lducation 1= the whetstone that gives an edae and efli-
cicney to every mmplement i the mechanie™s mental tool-
chest. He mav have them rough-ground on the harsh
armdstone of experiences where he has at onee to tarn and
hold on, with the gloomy prospect of "ending with a wiry
cdoe or no edge at all. The teath s, the grind=tone and
the oil-stone must go together. A man to be suceesstul m
any departinent of active hteo mast have learned mthe rug-

aed school of experiencey as well asn the quict bowers of

the polished graces. It 1= by no means a mnstortune to
sutier the apparent adversities of carly penury and severe
toil. The rigor of hard fortune 12 the best ficld for voung
talent to vattle Ol “t‘ who 15 destined to become a -
ture Hercules, will strangle venomous serpents m his cradle
ceven,  The gants of mtluence who tread our carth with an
cnergy that jars the stagnant nimd imto wonder, began with
bracing their tiny teet on barren rocho winle thie v drew an
through stramed pores. the chixir of power condenscd trom
the cold storms of adversity that beat on ther unsheltered
brow. This school 1= the moral gvnmasium of the soul.
It fanmharizes one with serious 1deas.—m itz hight the
dread secrets of human destiny are revealedi—m it dizer-
pline the virtues take a deeper root—m 1t= Jessons the
foundation uf a manly cducation 1s kud. Who ever saw
the pet of wealth and ecasv fortune, the babeline ted with
silver spoon on bed of down, pampered in vouth, stultified
in age, with a “dirt brush™ on lus upper hp, Ins greasy
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locks wath all of Samson's protusion and with nnthmﬂ of
his strength:s who over saw suwelh a thing do deeds that
clority God or man? It s well to serve a rough appren-
tceship an that areat workshop, the world. There oue be-

= amgites acquaimnted, as Mudton deswreds wath =eemiy arts and
aifairs, mstructed i the wavs of men, and there has pomnt-
od out the true path to fame bt not to tortune. Ben Jon-
son laud brichs—burns held the plough—Gattord  made
shoes, and all weres probably, the better tor at.

Education has several mmportant uses,

In the First place. 1t gives one @ dnoweledee of hus pow-
ers.  The excitation of the taculty of thoueht s the reve-
latton ot the soul to atselts Toas a sunple clement.—the
power of thought,—and may he i the hardy mechanie -
active, he a tank of water turiad and congealed. but at
ratiticd to cthereal Profeney h_\ the fire of education, that
cold tank. with 1t latent power aroused and scientificadly
applicd, Wil hedve moantums trom thew base. Naid - bad-
mund Stone. tie Mathemataan: Does anv man need to
Know anv-more th;m {he Tw &‘l‘!!}‘-ﬁi\’ letters, to learn CVery
Ih‘all.‘:l' Cise 7t o Iilt“ I‘:ll;_:llsh chitld these letters, 'his truee,
are the svmools ot all tae terature 1w that language, but
then they must be aecurateiv and mteiligentiy fearned. Be-
iy with the use o these clements, and pmﬂr(’*unclv
mastening the scrence of their combimation 1 torms of
thought, the tinnker becomes acquamted with himsell, and
makes at fength. the verv important discovery of his real
cndowments and pecuhiar forte. For the want of this, thou-
sands of raallv talented men have trttered away their hives
in fruttless endeavors.  Fuseli, when President of the Roy-
al Soctety of Art i London, complained that *-the Roval
Academy had robbed the plough and shoemaker’s stall of
verv meritorious persons, and that many came to the sculp-
tor’s chisel, and the painter’s pencile who might have han-
dled the 10iner™s »lane or the tailor’s scissors with greater

.. advantage v the public and profit to themselves.” ‘The



professions n this country are crowded with useless men,

who oucht to be very good mechames. But, no!

to **hany
a shingle out™ with ailt lettersi—to lav on shelves profes-
stonal hooks that are never read,—to wear fine elothy and
sit with caze and dicmtv waith one’s heels on the mantel-
prece, i novel i tns hand, las clun o s bosom, and a
spittoon by his sideqis much more: gentleman-hike than te
so1l the iy hand, ke “lean, anwashed artiheers™ i such
aross pursmts as honest mduostry and @ usetul hie,
Secondlv @ Fducation awves ats possessor the fullest use
of lus taenlties, Ttan artisan or operator of any hind s to
make use of a compheated tool or mstrument. some pains
are taken to school himm the arrancement and nse ot the
ditferent parts  the wav of applving the complex imstrument,
Cthe unpertection to whieh the =everat parts are hable, the
cmnp;_'-n:-::uimm to be used for the errors artsing from them
and the methods by wineh it may be Kept e the best order,
=0 as alwavs to be ready forats work, and capable of per-
forming tins work well.  Not asat hes mactive on the beneh
or in the chesty but the whole tool or mmstrument i
working state 1= the principal subject of explanation, Kd-
ncation fits the mind to all branches ot knowledoe, as the
1< fitted to the whole class of it A weitl enl-

“hrace”
tivated mechanical mind will hore mto every subjeet, how-
over konotty of hard, just as the same well-zeasoned and
will drive every hat to its utmost

stronclvy made “brace,
capacity.  Without this prepared adaptation between the
instrument acling and the mstruments acted wpon, their
contact will produce anv thing but harmonv and useful re-
sults. Not many vears ago. the French government sent
over to the Chinese, as a present. very curions brass mad-
els of all the mechanical powers. whieh they i their con-
ceited 1gnorance received and regarded as tovs for the
amusement of the grand-children of the Emperor. Sir
George Staunton declared, that the costly mathematical in-
struments, made at great expense and taken to Pekin by
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Lord Macartnev, were as atterly useless to the Chinese, as
a steam-ongine to an Fsquumanx. or a loom to a Hotten-
tot.  The ditficalty with that nationas, that they lack men-
tal enlargement.—thev are cursed with that caste which re-
~duces a laborning man, however ntrinsicatly worthy, to pop-
ular contempt. Henee the general nund wath them s, hike
their shoes, contracted and really contemptible. Kduca-
tion, on the contrary, colarces and ennobles the faculties of
the whole man, and all men of” every condition. 1t 1= the
diviming rod that pomts unerringly to the subterrancan
mines of ‘nevhaustible wealthe Ttas the potent.kev that un-
locks the treasures of darkness and renders the peasant with
this diadem more noble than crowned Kings. Patient and
persevering cultivation realizes the combined powers of the
fabled Arcusand Briarcus.—it gives a hundred eves to plan,
and a hundred hands to execute.

As a third consideration. let 1t be added. that education
bestows on its possessor the power of exerting a wide and
healthy influence over others. It has been smd that he
who can cause two blades of grass to arow where only one
cxisted before. mayv be consudered as the greatest benetac-
tor of his species. He who excites activity in anr intelli-
cent spirit, sows a field with immortal germs where nothing
before has arown of worth. It 1s the othice of education to
hestaw on its recipient the fullest use of his powers; to
aive him inward force: to train him to self-government and
self-cultivation.  Who then can doubt. that 1t 1s a noble
undertaking. to assist and unfold the intellect in those clas-
ses of the -.communityv. whose adverse condition exposes
them to a merely animal existence 2 If it be said, in reply,
that education is verv weil in itself, and that it is certainly
desirable that we have in societv an cducated class, but
mechanics are not its fit subjects. and from the necessity of
their condition cannot partake of elements so noble, T will
simplv ask who are inventors, the most useful scholars
the world?  Almost every person prominent in history, who
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has sigmalized lnmselty by the mvention of ‘new processes,
or the mprovement of old sciences, has been educated in
spite of difficulties. Lord Chancellor king, of Fngland,
was a grocer until the middle age of life.  Chief Justice
Pratt, of New York, was a earpenter by trade, hut cutting
his foot so as to unfit himself for that sort of work, he gave
his attention to the law.  1tas the rule and not the exeeption.
that thosemn all ages who have been best edueated were per-
sons who were placed under what seemed the most unfavora-
ble circumstances.  They have been men of humble origin,
narrow fortuncs, small advantages, and generally self-tanght.
Cleon, the tanner, was a successor of Pericles in the gov-
ernment of Greece in its best davs.  Domosthenes was a
cutler, and right sharp tools did he learn to-use in more
senses than one.  Cincinnatus was regal m character be-
fore he left the plongh: and Terence, the African, was a
noble poet while vet the vassal of Publus.  Justin, the fif-
tv-fifth Emperor of Rome, was originally a herdsman’s boy
im Thrace, who could neither write nor read, but became
onc of the wisest and best rulers of the nughty empire.
Pertinax was an artificer; Diocletian was the son of a
serivencr ; Valentinian of a reope-maker ; Probus of a
gardener ; and Maximin of a wheel-wright; Arsaces, the
founder of the Parthian dynasty, was the son of a herds-
man ; Agathocles of a potler ; and Iphicrates of a cob-
bler. Servius Tullus was the son of a female slave ; and
the mighty Tamerlane of a goat-herd.  Moses, the first of
law-givers was a shepherd ; and so was David, the sweet-
est poet, and the greatest king.  Fishermen and tent-mak-
ers were the first apostles of our religion; the Redeemer of
mankind was ‘“the carpenter’s son.”

Examples in our owiday are equally pertinent and pro-
fuse. George Canmiygp was the son of an aciress ; and Sir
Robert Pecl began Iffe a cotton-spinner. Many others
were indebted to early~struggles with want for subsequent

wealth and fame, nobler and more profitable than mere
9 .
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=tatesmanship. Richard Hargreaves, a wearer of Lanca-
shire, mvented the spinning jennv, m 1767, and the stock
ards which reduced the labor of carding fifty per cent.
‘The mdividual whose mventions in cotton machmery, **bore
the English nation triumphantly through the wars of the
French revolution, and which were unquestionably of great-
cr value than all her colonies from Hindostan to Labradory
was in s vouth a poor yournevman barber, i Preston, the
voungest of thirteen children, afterwards kmghted by royal
hands, and known to the world as Sir Richard Arkwright.
Cartwnight, the mventor ot the power-loom was a elergy-
many, who had his mechanical genius exeited by examining
a machme for plaving chess. and who mnocently thought
that a machme for weaving cloth might as easily be made,
studied the subject until he beeame an enthusiastic mechan-
1c, and executed the wonderful improvement he desired.
Sir Humphry Davv, who, by his safety lamp and other
splendid aclhievements i natural science, won Ins wav to
the Chair of the Roval Society of London, and at the head
of the chemnsts of Europe, was the son of a poor wood-car-
rer 1n obscure Cornwally and was mmself an unpatromzed
apprentice to an apothecary, where he made his first ex-
periments i chemistry with his master®s vials and gallipots,
aided by an old syringe which had been given him by the
surgeon of a French vessel. wrecked on the Land’s End.
West, the famous paintery was an obscure Quaker boy in
Philadelphia. too poor at first to purchase canvass and col-
ors: and vet he eventually rose to be the first artist in Eu-
rope, patromzed by kings, and President of the Royal So-
ciety of Art n London. Count Rumford was a farmer i
Woburn, Mass. Too poor to procure ‘the common privi-
leges of scholars, he used to walk down to Cambridge, to
hear the lectures on natural philagophv. He not only be-
came one of the most distinguished mechanical philosophers
of his age, but actually founded the Royal Society in Lon-
don and ntroduced Sir Humphry Davy into public life.
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Fulton was a portrait-painter of obscure origing he began
without fricnds or fortune, and by one wmvention has
brought remote nations mto near neighborbood, changed
the universal aspect of human afliairs, and pushed the tide
of civihzation tar up towards its highest pomt.  Columbus
was a poor Genoese pilof, who went begeme his way from
court to court, untily executing the suuple proeess of =ail-
ing m one direction as long as he had water to float Ins ship,
he discovered a new world. - IFrankling as 1s well known,
was the son of a tallow-chandler, himscll a printer, who
prosccuted lis studies in the mdst of constant manual toil ;
as a patriot, performed the noblest service; as a philoso-
pher, enlarged the bounds of knowledge by a yew depart-
ment of science, and livedito be pronounced, by Iiard Chat-
ham, an honor to thc*ngé m which he hved.  Bowditeh,
the translator and corrector of La Place, used te sail from
New England ports as a common seaman, or supercargo,
and has recently died with the reputation of bemng a philos-
opher cqual to anv-in Kurope, and the best mathematician
on the globe.  Paul Moody was a plain mechanic of modest
but sterling worth. T haveoften seen him busy in scratinising
the splendid machmery which he had mvented or mproved.
An cloquent Governor of Massachusetts has justly saud,
that to the self<taught mind of this mechanic the great man-
ufacturing establishments at Waltham and Lowell arc
much mdebted for their prosperity. Dr. Carcy, the first
Missionary to India; Roger Sherman, the renowned states-
man; and Dr. Worcester, the late distinguished philanthro-
pist of Massachusetts, were all shoemakers ; an occupa-
tion of which Coleridge has weli said, that 1t has been fol-
lowed by a greater number of eminent men than any other
trade. The name of Thomas U. Walter may serve to
close this brilliant hist; the choice of his father made him
a bricklayer ; naturc designed him for an architect. Sc-
vere and constant toil when young, prevented the acquisi-
tion of copious classical learning; but an almost sleepless
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industry has since stored his nind with the entire science
he has professed, with the addition of as much general lit-
erature as 1s requisite to embellish the artistic principies
which the wishes of the wtelligent call hm to tcach. By
birth and patriotic love he 1s an American; 1 taste and
talent he 1s a Greek whom Phidias would have honored,
and Pericles emploved. When the Mint in Philadelphia
was bmlt he worked under a macter, but every block was
fitted to its bed under his observant eye.  When the splen-
did palace, erected by the munificence of Girard was to be
built, no superior could be found, and this bricklayer, son
of a mechanic, projected and has recently completed a co-
lossal model in marble of Corinthian magnificence which
has never been equalled in this country and may never be
excelled.

These instances and illustrations have been presented to
show the value of institutions for education and for the difiu-
sion of knowledge. It wasnomagic, no mracle, which made
thesemen great proficientsin the known, inventors of the new,
and teachers of mankind. It was the patient, long-contin-
ued, persevering cultivation of their oppressed but aspiring
mmds. Industry, temperance and perseverance are the best
patrons in the world and the only ones true talent requires.
The safe path to cxcellence and success, In cvery pursuit,
1s that of simple, but sound prelimmary cducatlon, diligent
devotion to acquire the art, and devoted industry in prac-
tising it. Whatever may chance to be the origin of a great
discovery or improvement, scicnce and studious application
are always requisite to perfect and illustrate it. It may
surprise some, that men who never reposed in bowers of
classic ease nor fed on luxurious viands should excel the
college student and the wealthy Don. There is no mystery
in this. The workshop 1s the real school of practical phi-
~ losophy,—the placc where evcry hint is’brought at once to
the test of experiment, improved if it 1s worthy, and reject-
ed if it 18 not. No empty theories there are dozed over
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from week to week ; no dotard fantastics can in that busy
pracfical scefic dream on from month to month in wuprofit-
able cl'(nch ““ \bstractions™ do. but httle towards nour-
l_?h{g the mind : they minister much less in support of the
~body. There are those who are aptly described in the Bi-
ble, *“They foil not, ncither do they spin, vet Solomon in
all his glory was not arrayed like onc of these.”  While
such personators of *“the limbo of vanity and paradise of
{ools,” strut from one scene of mane nonscnse to another
without onc new 1dea m their head, or one result of real
usefulness in their Iite, the well-modelled sinp which the me-
chanic has built and sent out with rich cargo to circum-
navigate the globe, profits those who only look on her.
'The generally admitted distinction between the liberal ind
mechanical professions 1s not so decided n reality as it first
appears ; for in those that require essential labor of mind,
there 1s almost always some participation of intelligence;
while between the two extremes the two clements are com-
bined in every diflerent proportion.  If a mechanic stands
second to any man in the ranks of life, it 1s because he has
chosen that position by himiting his intelhgence. Let the
working man respect himself, zind he will be respected. By
means of the multiplication and progress of the mechanical
powers, the mechamcal professions arc cvery day approach-
ing the liberal professions; and man, learming that the part
which belongs to him in the operations of industry, recov-
ers his dignity in the excrcise of his faculties, and becomes,
at the same time, a more uscful citizen.

We have stated the object of our present gathering, and
the design we have in view, to execute which we erect this
Institnte. Let us now-

III. Consider some of the motives which should urge
forward trlumphantly, the enterprise before us. We pre-
sent three considerations.

First, the position we occupy. The peculiarties of our
age and situation demand that we should generously edu-
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cale our Mechanies. It would scem that to no class of
persons 1= a decent knowledge of practical philosophy
more unmediately requisite than to those who are to con-
struct or make use of labor-saving machmerv,—who are
to navigate oceans, subdue uncultivated la:ds, lay out and
direct the excavation of canals, to erect houses and supply
thair furmture, to build steam-engines and stage-coaches,
hyvdraulic presses, and the more complicated apparatus of
private gratiiication, or great public manufacturing estab-
lishments. Until within a few years, there has been hittle
or nothing attempted, which could be called education for
practical life. And vet nothing can be plamner than that
those whose livelihood depends on the skilful practice of the |
arts, ought to be instructed, as far as possible, in the sci-
entific principles and natural laws, on which the various
arts are founded. In this manner alone, popular errors are
cradicated, accidental discoveries improved, and the pre-
cious time and expense otherwise squandered in abortive
undertakings saved. That your minds may be suitably
impressed with the importance of the point now under
consideration, let me remind you of the relation we as
Americans sustain to the other portions of the world, and
the relation we in Cincinnati sustain to our National Union.
‘The magmtude and tremendous influence of our country
render it extremely difficult to convey an appropriate idea
of its proportions and resources to vour minds. Our do-
main 1s measured by fifty-seven degrees in one direction,
and twenty-four in another, including an area of two million,
three hundred thousand square mlle;. ; or one billion, four
hundred and seventy-two million acres. We have already
under cultivation a fragment of this domain, including thirty
sovereign States, some of which are larger and more pow-
erful than whole Kingdoms in Europe, and yet only one
third of this immense tract has, as yet, been reclaimed
from the wilderness, while the portion already settled, could,

with advantage, sustain a population ten times as dense,

/
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as that bv which 1t is nowoccupied.  Almost every square
rod of this vast family of States mav be made eminently
productive. No sandyv deserts, no noxious wastes, dis-
ficure the surface: no fiery volcanoes blast the prohific and
spontancous-fruits of Providence, or with carthquike ruii
destroy the handiwork of man. The most magnificent

scenery cverywhere fascinates the eyve of taste.  Chains of

inland scas, with their tributary streams, supply to the n-

dustrious the certain rewards of toil. The hundred rivers,

cast of the Alleghanics, coursing nearly the whole extent
of the Atlantic States, and the mnumerable strecams that
from the Western Alleghanies and the Rocky Mountains
rush to embrace each other in the mighty Valley of the
Mississippi, reaching their almost intermmable arms from
Columbus to Oregon, from the Lake of the Woods to New
Orleans, present to the contemplator the most astonislung
facilities for internal commerce the world affords.  While
these bring our inland valleys into near proximity to the
sea-board, our coasts, strctching thousands of miles, and
indented with numberless bays and cdmmodious harbors,
seem formed by the hand of Prowvidence, for the express
use of a people who were to traffic with the whole carth.
Our broad and fruitful empire stretches through every zone.
Soils of every degree of fertility, and a climate varying
with every leaguc’s extent, from the bracing cold of Maine
to the balmy breath of Ilorida, render the successful
growth of every valuable staple hghly propitious.  Lven
our mountains arc as productive as they are sublime. DBe-
neath their rugeed coat of rock, lie inexhaustible mines of
mineral wealth; and thus, with the variety of soil and di-
versity of climate, they combine to furmsh the raw mate-
rial for every species of manufacture. ‘These striking cir-
cumstances, together with the singular advantage of an 1so-
lated position, separated by broad occans from other pow-
erful nations, who might appropriate our possessions, or

threaten our liberties, form the basis of natural advantages
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which we possess in a mcasure far above any other single
nation. He who lives thirty vears longer, will probably see
our population swelled to ncarly fifty miilions, and will see
the spirit of enterprise in all our public establishments in-
creased in proportion—nearly or quite half a score of new
States added to the Union; cities and manufacturing vil-
lages scattered over regions now lying in unbroken soli-
tude; railroads cut over and through pathless mountains;
rivers now unexplored, foaming behind rushing steamboats ;
canals traversed with the quiet but rapid Archimedian
screw 1n the place of paddle-wheels; and ail those parts of
the country now partially scttled, crowded with a much
denser population around multiplied schools, richly en-
dowed colleges, and splendid cdifices adorned by architec-
ture, and filled with specimens of the sister arts. The time
will come, and that soon, when every river of this vast do-
main of the Umted States will be alive with industry, when
every lake will be whitened with the flotillas of trafiic,
when present wildernesses will be converted into gardens,
when every mountain will be penetrated for ore, or dotted
with flocks; when the night lamps of contiguous cities and
towns will be seen by each other, while the ficlds that n-
tervene are covered with golden harvests; when the Rocky
Mountains will look down upon our Western and Eastern
coasts, alike dcuscly settled, and when American citizeps
will be computed by hundreds mstead of scores of millions.
It would scem as if God designed this vast arena as fitly
proportioned for the noblest struggles of the human mind.
This 1s the last home of hberty. No caste divides our
ranks; no star-chamber dictates our duty. The sun of
our prosperity has scarcely risen above the horizon, and
already it has diffused its cheering light over many nations.
I trust in God that it is destined to rise steadily higher,
kindle a flame which will consume every oppressive yoke,
and bring Heaven’s gift of liberty to every panting soul.
Let us pass to considerations which more immediately
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relate to the interests of the Oho Mechamces’® Institute.

Look at the position occupied by ou: City and State on the
map of our common country. Itisa remarka . We
are ncar the centre of a vast basin, cight thousand miles
In circamfercnce, an arca the most productive on the face
of the globe. By stcamboat, National Road, and rail-car,
we are within four days of all the great citics of the East.
On the other hand, with hike facility, a short time carries
us to every great mart of all the South West. Through
our noble rivery and the best of artificial thorouchfares, di-
rect communicaticen is held, by our active commerce, with
cvery civilized nation of mankind. Cincinnati ought to em-
ploy more intelhigent mechanics than any other city in the
world. Nature has thrown around this spot unwonted
temptations for the men of wecalth and enterprise. 'T'he
place itself ‘1s healthy beyond most other towns. The cli-
mate never retards imndustry by excessive heat or cold. Un-
limited motive power, free labor, and the best of fuel are here
supplicd at the cheapest rate. Immense quantitics of raw
material can be speedily brought to hand, of the best qual-
ity and at the lowest rates. Every artistic production of
cotton, woollen, silk, hemp, lecather, clay, wood, lcad, iron,
and the precious metals, may be, and will be, produced on
this spot, with a profusion and excellence, which shall com-
mand the praisc and purse of all the great West. Let
Lowell be ¢ the Manchester? of the littie patch beyond the
mountains: we must be for America the Sheffield and Bir-
mingham combined.

Our second motive in this enterprise is degrived from the
influence of judicious encouragement hestowed on meri-
torious mechanics. (God has seen fit to deposit the best
minds avhere he has placed the richest jewels, under rough
coatings and m caverns somctimes quite obscure. 'These
are to be brought out and polished for use.  All great con-
servative influences come up from the inventive and indus-
trious classes of our race. The Almighty does not adver-

*Y
«J




18

!

tise the world of 1ts best men through thc mmpressive en-
dowments of Toscswater and \hcassar-ml Ordinarily,
from the rustic cabin, or the mechanice’s workshop, ecmerge
the proneers of social improvement and national weal. As
the organs of mfinite Love, they trample on popular wrongs,
dissolve unholy coahitionsyand crush tyranny of every shape.
But these immcipient heroes at the outset need a kind look—
the greeting of a warm hand, and the fostering mftluence
of both emplovment and advice.

Delicacy forbids me to lock around on this vast throng
for examples, clse how many apt illustrations could here be
foufid. Scores stand here, ready for everv dood word and
work, who-started thhout a dime, but by hardv industry,
fostered and rewarded by a generous community, have
achieved l)oth wealth and that which 1s better—a good
name.  Remember that others, young and emulative, are
on vour track, and arc ready to succeed you in every laud-
able pursmt. Give them a chance. Lirect this noble edi-
fice.  Open to succeeding generations 1ts Labrary, its Lec-
ture Rooms, and Scientific Ialls. A noble monument will
1t remain; and the perpetuity of your beneficence shall be
your brightest epitaph. '

'The third motive presented to urge you to zealous exe-
cution of what vou have here begun, is a patriotic consid-
cralion. Tt s fit that this corner-stone should be Luid on
the 4th of Julv. I'ree mstitutions have ever been guarded
with especial solicitude by the workingimen of our land.
Some of you have seen -the magmficent Hotely recently
built and owned by the mechanics of Boston, called the
‘““ Revere House”  lhstory records an intcresting inci-
dent, which explains the origin of the name, and the pro-
priety of its being given to that superior edifice. At the
time the new Constitutjon of the United States was before
the country for adoption, Massachusetts for a while hesi-
tated. Says Mr. Webster, “several States had alrcady

agreed to the Constitution : if her Convention adopted it,

-
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it was hikely to go nto operation.  This gave to the pro-
ceedings of that Convention an intense interest, and the
countrv looked with a trembhng anxiety for the . result.
That result was for a long tunc doubtful. The Conven-
tion was known to be ncarly cqually divided: and down
to the verv dav and hour of the final vote, no one could
predict, with any certamty, which side wounld prepon-
deratc. It was under these cireumstances, and at this
crisis, that the tradesmen of the town of Boston, i
January, 1788, assembled at the Green Dragon, the place
where the Whigs of the Revolution in its ancient stages,
had been accustomed to assemble.  Thev resolved, that i
their opinion,if the Constitution should be adopted, ¢ trade
and narvigation would rvervire and inerease, and employ
and subsistence be afforded to many of their townsmen.
then suffering for the want of the necessaries of life s
and that, on the other hand, should 1t be rejected, ¢ the
small remains of commerce yot left would be annihilated ;
the rvarious trfides and handicrafts depending thercon
decay ; the poo be increased, and many worthy and skil-
ful mechanics (rmn])c.’l(*(}; lo seck employ- and subsistence
in strange lands.’” These resolutions were carried to the
Boston Delegates 1 the Convention, and presented to the
hand of Samucl Adams.™Lhat great and distinguished
friend of Amer:can hiberty, it \I'as feared, mieht have doubts
about tte new Constitution.  Naturally cautious and saga-
cious, it was apprchended he might fear the practicability
or the safety of a gencral government. He received the
resolutions from the hand of Paul Revere, a brass-founder
by occupation, a man of sensc and character, and of high
public spirit, whom the mechanics of Doston ought never
to forget. ‘ Ilow many mecchanics,” said Mr. Adams,
‘““ were at the Green Dragon when these resolutions were
passed ¥ ‘¢ More, sir,” was the reply, ¢ than the Green
Dragon could hold.” ‘“And where were the rest, Mr. Re-

vere ¢ ¢ In the streets, sir.” ‘““And how many were
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in the streets 2 ¢ More, sir, than there are stars in the
in the sky.” That was nearly as large a gathering as the
one that graces the present occasion. Let us hope that
the same spirit moves in all bosoms here, to impart bright
auspices to the undertaking in which we are engaged, and
to perpetuate the free nstitutions under which we hve.

If it be asked, what can be done, and how much, let us
look around for a reply. Let as recollect, that-a half cen-
tury since, with a population 1nsignificant, this country
vindicated her independence, 1n a war against the oldest
and strongest government on carth. Let us remember
that the foundations of these prosperous and powerful
- States were laid by a few persecuted private citizens, pos-
sessing but hittle wealth and no patronage or protection but
their own resolute” will. And, as if to indicate the mecans
of all our triumphs, and consecrate this land as the theatre
of noble individual eftort, it was by the determingd resolu-
tion of one friendless mariner, pursued throug?years of
penury and contempt, that these vast continents of Amer-
ica are made the heritage and home of civilized men!—
What have mechanics.done? We have the authority of
our greatest Statesmen hving, that they stood foremost in
the battles of the Revolutlon What have they done 1n
the arts of peace? If they have not forged the bolts of
Jove, they have, by their representative Franklin, drawn
them from the sky. If they have not cast the axletrees of
Mars, they have constructed chariots, and finished axle-
trees, which on iron tracks run with greater speed than
those which fabulous antiquity conceived. If they -have
not wrought in Cyclopaan caverns, forming armor for bel-
ligerent ‘gods, they have created both god and armor—a
Titan with body of iron and soul of steam, who has gone
‘“ tramp, tramp over the earth, splash, splash across the
sea,’ lashing the foaming deep with his chariot wheel, and
subduing the trembling earth beneath his ponderous arm.
That old smutty blacksmith of mythology, Vulcan, has, by
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mechanics, bcen robbed of his aristocratic dignity, and been
compelled to do job and custom work. And Minerva,
proud of her wisdom, and like some other ladies, con-
temptuous towards the 1gnobly born, has by hardy mechan-
1Ics becn not rudely but effectually torn from her purple
throne in the Olympian skies, and been compelled to in-
spire the popular lecture and teach mechanics’ schools.
For the interests of thése I plead. I plead that the chil-
dren and wards of mechanics may be carly and well edu-
cated. Every thing that shows the magnitude and growth
of the country; its abundance and varicty of resources; its
increasing demand for all the practical arts, arc so many
reasons urging us to furnish young men especially the
means of education, when 1t 1s certain that every kind of
talent 1s sure to be required, honored, and rewarded. In
this country, thank God, places of honor and cmolument
are not hmited to those who chance to be born rich or re-
spectable.

“ Full many a gem, of purest ray sercne,
The dark, unfathomed caves of ocean bear.”

There are children at this moment growing up in the dark-
cst obscurity, 1n town and country, who possess no inher-
ited capital but poverty and healthy industry, who will, in
a few years, successfully contend with the mightiest intel-
lects of the age. “A fair ficld and no favor,” is the war-
cry of talent. With this what will the American mechanic
do? He will beat the Old World into sullen respect, or
enthusiastic admiration. He has done this already. IFrom
Lowell, full setd of cotton machinery have been sent to St.
Petersburgh; locomotives, built in Philadelphia, are driving

- asuccessful competition on several European railroads ; and

the splendid steam-ship Kamschatka, rccently built in New
York, challenged the severest scrutiny of English builders,
and has received the hearty approbation of her owner, the
Emperor Nicholas. In these, and many other instances,
the raw materials of Russian iron, hemp, &c., have been
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imported, manufactured, and returned; with-a value en-
hanced fen fold by American skill.  Many articles, for
which only a few vears since we were centirely dependent
on foreign manufacturers, are now completely driven from
the whole West by the superior productions of our own
city. . -

'The mechanic 1s a nobler being than Alexander: he is
not lmmted m s, conquests to one world.  Without doubt,
bovs now exist, dressed in rough gatments, who nourish
the fire of f_"(“fl]ll]b—Sll]Ot.hClCd as vet by iegnorance and pen-
~urv—a voleanic fire, which will vet burst on the astonished
caze of milhons.  The realms of invention are by no means
entne!v explored vet. We can casily demonstrate that
other continents of land cannot lie pear our own; but no
one can tell what worlds of rich thought we have nearly
approached, but never actually touched. - Like Columbus,
we may explore; but we are not compcelled, hke him, to
obtain a royal permission to launch our craft upon this
occan. It may be i the power of some now hving—it
mav possibly be the destinvy of some one educated by this
Association,—to lay open such natural laws as will aftect
most powerfully the condition of the civilized world.  Be-
fore such a result 1s obtained, we must use the appropriate
means, We must cducate, educate!  Give us mtelligent
men, who can themseives plan and build the State- House,
and they will be the pillars of the State. Kducation makes
the best foreman, and trams the-best apprentices. Give us
sober, frugal, cducated mechanics, and they will deserve
the encomium which an eloquent writer has besto“cd i
the following words::

“ The mechanic is one of God’s noblemen.  What have
mechanics done ?  ITave they not opened the secret cham-
bers of the mighty decp, and cxtracted its treasures, and
made the raging billows their highway, oa which they
ride as on a tame stced ?  Are not the elements of firc and
water -chained to the crank, and to the mechanic’s bidding

. -



compelled to turnit ?  Iave not the mechanics opened the
bowels of the carthy and made his products contribute to
his wants ¢ The forked hghtning 1s their play-thing ; and
they ride triumphant on the wimgs of the mighty winds.
To the wise they are the flood-gates of knowledge; and
Kings and Queens are decorated with their handiworks.
He who made the Universe was a great mechanie.”’
May that dread Architect of the Universe ¢ who weicheth
» the mountains in a scale and the hills m a balance,” watch
over your counsels, conduct this cdifice to a safe comple-
tion, and prosper your bencvolent cfforts in the cause of
human mmprovement. And may we umtedlv and habitually

act with the consciousness that—

¢ e Man 1s made to knme,

And there will he a time when this great truth,
Lllectrie, shall run from man to man,

And the bloodicemented pyramids of ignorane
Shall by its tlash be thrown to earth in atonms—
When 1t shall blaze with sun-refulgent splendor
And the whole carth be lighted.” -



