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Mr. PrestDEXT, GENTLEMEN of the SocieTy,

GENTLEMEN.

H E Subjed@, upon which I have now the Honour to
addrefs you, comprehends the moft important Interefts
of Humaniry. Civil and religious Liberty have been, no lefs,
cminent for the noble Patrons of their Cauie, than for thofe
who have endeavoured to fubvert their beneficial Effects.
But fenfible of my own Inability to do Juftice to a Théme fo
extenfive in its Nature, fenfible of the Danger which awaits
the timid Adventurer, into Tralts feldom frequented by the
fcarce fledged Genius, 1 fear, left with Dxdalian Wings, I
fhall fall the ViQim of this premature Attempt. Upon your
Candour and Benignity I folely rely. That Benevolence,
which dire&ts the wife and good will ever defend, even the
waxen I'inion againit the penetrating Rays of the Critic.
fany and various are the Incentives to Action in the hu-
nan Breaft. Penury and Opprcilion muft ever call forth the
Fxertions of the Mind. That Principle alfo, which unites
Man to Man, and forms Communities prefervative of thofe
Rights, which arec moft cflential to the Happinefs of the ha-
man Race, foon defigned the beneficent Ylan, foon proje@ed
the equal Law, For in a State of Nature, where Anarchy
wantoned with ungoverned Rape, I'recdom and Independercy
were expofed to Intult and Violence.  The active Scoul, kind-
ling with public Virtue, comnmunicated its fearching Ylame,
rLLmd natural Libertv ito civil Society, Uncertainty into
the fecure Enjoyment of Property, and Danger into an Afy-
Lum againft all lnvafion ‘Thus from mutual Confent arofe
the Bl)d\ poittic.  In this early Srate, the rude Scnate met
beneath” the umbrageous Oak, and, thcrc what Equity re-
quired, Juftice adminiftered. Yew were Oflences, few thefe
unworthy Joys which dead:n the Senfe and devour the
afparing Faculdes,  The Entoreement of Law demanded but
A
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little Aflitance from the Hand of the Magiftrate, till Fraud
and Rapine violated domeftic Peace, and thirfted after kind-
red Blood. Thus relaxed, the Sinews of Government requir-
ed a ftrier Tenfion.

The fame Motives which induced Man to alicnate thofe
precarious Rights which a State of Nature afforded, would
alfo prompt him to fecure fuch as his Entrance into Secicty
had left unimpaired. To cfledt this, determinate Laws mutt
afcertain the exact Lines which fhould circumfcribe his civil
Liberty. That Part of his natural Liberty, which not only
Neceflity but  Juftice required, he therefore appropriates to
the Satety and Protperity of Society. What he thus donates
becomes the Right of the Legiilature; what he referves con=
ftitutes rhat civil Liberty which cannot be diminithed either
by the lLwuffian Hand of the felf-deputed Tyrant, or by thofe
ambitious Deeds which firike Mankind with Horror. 1 will
here beg Lcave to introduce the Sentiments of that great
Luminary, whofe intellectual Splendor burft furth upon the
moral World, already culightened, “ like another Moining
onMidnoon.” “Though Men, when they enter into Society,
give up the Equality, Liberty, and exceutive Power they had
in a State of Nature, into the Hands of Socicty, to be {o far
difpofed of by the Legiilature, as the Good ot Society fhall
require ; vet it being only with an Inteution, in every one, the
better to fecure Limiel, liis Liberty and Property (for no ra-
tional Creature can be fuppofed to change his Condition with
an Intention to be worfe) the Power of Society or Leg:iflatare,
conftituted by them, can never be fuppofed to extend tarther
than the common Good.” Thus the Extent, as well as the
Duration of legiilative Power, ultimiately terminates in the
Will of the Pcople. They are the original Springs of Go-
vernment, they are the tirft and only Principles, by which
the whole muft be regulated.  That thefe Principles may be
contemned, that the Laws of a fice Eflublifhunent may be
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defpoiled of all their falutary Terrors, that the Violence of
fome, from their Superiority of Wealth, and the Reftleflnefs
of others, from a guilty Poverty, may endanger a State, are
the dear bought Letlons of every Age. But the Feelings of a
People are the fureft Indicatives of their growing Oppreflions.
'To this End, they fhould ever keep in View their own Im-
portaice, thc Sight of which once loft, Slavery, like a
{econd Scylla, unarmed, unaflayled, tramples under Foot the
moft valuable Rights of Freedom.

Nor is the Authority of the civil Officer of a more extenfive:’
Nature. It is determined by certain eftablithed Laws, and
not by extemporary Decrees. The Waves might roll regardlefs
of the Command of an infatuated Xerxes, but the Magiftrate
muft obey. * Thus far fhalt thou go, and no tarther.” In another
Place it hath been obfcrved by the Author already quoted, that
“ this Power hath no other End but Prefervation; and there-
fore can never have a Right to deftroy, enilave or defignedly
to impoverifh the Subjeét. The Obligations of the Law of
Nature ceafe not in Societv, but in many Cafes are drawn
clofer, and have, by human Laws, known Penalties annexed
to them to eaforce their Obtervation,” Thus the Law of
Nature ftands as an external Rule to all Mcen, Magiftrates as
w2ll as others. It can require in this Allembly no Apology to
deliver the Sentiments of oNE, who not only fupported the
Cuufc of Freedom by the Exertions of the moft manly Genius,
but who glux xouuy cx;uo(ed himfelf to Duth mn its Defence.

fpe J.nc M.; giitrate 1, and by declauug Lovr much is aliowed
to him, ded..xre w‘.dt is denied; for he has not that which
Lo has not; and is to be accounted a Magiftrate only whilit
he exerciics that which he has.” When that Authority, which
oughit to be the Fountain of Tryth, Juftice and Mercy, be-
comnes the Source of Falfehood, Oppreflion and Cruelty, it is
then Tune to roufe the ftrongeft Paflions of the Soul, to call
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into Altion every public, every private Virtue. Diftrefs,
like Merit, will intercft the generous Mind. A People, ftrug-
gling with their Fate, though the Victims of tneir own Error,
muft kindle into Life the Patriot’s Fire. How much more
than glorious, then, to fawe the weak, prote@ the juft, dafth
down prefamptuous Vice, deprefs the wicked, and exalt the
rood! . :
& The Authority of the People is the beft corretive of the
Diferders of a dtate.  Tempered by Reafon, it gives a proper
Controul to Magiftracy, both executory and judicial. “Truc
Liberty is twinned with right Reafon, fthe dwells with her,
and, from her, hath no dividual Being.” Thus influenced,
civil Liberty becomes the Parent of every focial Blefling, in-
vigorates the Mind, gives it a bold and noble Turn, unre-
ftrained by the mott diftant Idea of Controul. Hence Greece
beheld the Perfian Pride exhaufted, afllicted, fallen. Hence
each Virtue triumphed in her native Air, each Science dif-
fufed o'er Life a gladdening Light, * each Art was Nature.”
Hence the Spartan Valour, refled immoveable as an Ifthmus,
at the renowned Pafs, while the confcious Ocean, covered
with Perfian Sail, {tocd mortionlefs. Hence, alfo, the Sers
of Athens difplayed, in the Field of -Marathen, that Intrepi-
dity, which future Times muft yet adore. Hail Ruffell '—
England’s Boaft, O Syox~Eey hail! There, blafted with Excefs
of Tyranny, funk, indignant, a gencrous, noble Soul. But
though fetting, like the Moeon, in Blood, he arofe to fhine
with {till encreafing Radiance.

Social Inftitutions require a preventive Operation as well as
a Remedial.  An uwnexpected Cloud mav render Government
languid and inefleftive. It is not enough that the executive
Power be duly tempered: The leaflt Conceflion may deftroy
its Tranquillity. They who gre verfed in the political 8ky,
will trace the Storm as it gathiers from the very Edge of the
Hacizon. When{uch a Provifion iy wanting, the Subilance of
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Freedom may be attenuated into Shadow, and the Machine of
State converted into a Ladder for the ambitious, By thefe
Means did the Predeceffors of our Roval Founder attempt to
gain the utmoft Bound. To the Annals of his Reign, I need
not refer yon. A Slave to that Superftition which defecrates
FHlumanity, fubje® to Paflions of the blackeft Dye; his only
Meriu that he degraded by no public Virtue the Race from
whence he fprang. The aQive Lye of Government lay clofed.
The Voice of l.aw was heard no more. Vice rioted with
Impunity, Perjury received its San@ion trom regal Authority,
the Perverfion, nay the Abolition ot Juftice triumphed under
the Aufpices of Jefferies and of Fames. Nor ftopt the Tyrame
here.  Religion in Chains, prophetically fad, beheld the ime
pending Blow. But in vain do we trace the Horrors of his
Reign. Britain awoke, as from a Dream, waved the Stand-
ard of Freedom, *“dafhed Lis idle Hopes, and bad his afpir-
ing Heart be low.”

*He fled—and with him fled the Shades of Night.” While
\Williaz , emerging out of Darknefs, brought on the aufpici-
ous Duy. His Influence difpelied "each Fear renewed the
Laws, emancipated Religion, burft each mental Fetter, and
fet Reafon free.

Hence this truly Royal Eftiblilhment of Science and
Rcligion; an Eik ablifhment, which cl-ims not only fuftice,
but the irreverfible Laws of Humnaniry as its proper Bafis,
I am well aware that even the ldea of a free Toleration,
11 Matters of Religion, has been a Source of endlefs Ap-
prchenfions, no lefs weak than inhman. Such indeed is
the conneling Tie in civil and religious Affairs, that they
fcem almoft micparal)h dependent on each other. Rut thould
we revert to the original Principles of Society, we fhall find
that it was conftituted only for the Prefervation of civil In-
terefts:  That the Duty of the Magtﬂra'c refpe@s thefe
Things alone: That his lunﬁh&mn extends only to civil
Concerns: Ard that all civil Power, Right and Dominion is

B
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bounded and confined to the only Care of promoting thefe
Things. As to practical, or fpeculative Opinions, the judi-
cious Locke has declared that, *if Truth make not her Way
into the Underftanding by her own Light, the will be but
the weaker for any borrowed Force, Violence can add to her.”
To draw the exa@ Lines between Light and Shade, is a
Difficulty above the Reach of human Art. It were no lefs
impracticable in this fhort Compafs to difcriminate the
Boundaries of civil and religious Liberty, We fhould, how-
ever, beware, left by attempting to promote, we in Fa& re-
tard the great Ends of Society. Syftematic Impofition en-
flaves the Mind. Such is the Nature of the Underftanding,
that Reftri®tion cramps its Progrefs. Though worn as Ar-
mour by the firong, it deftroys even their A¢hvity, while upoa .
the weak, it turns into a Load, and cripples the Body it was
defigned to protet. The theoretical Knowledge of Mankind
is fafceptible of daily Improvement, of Refinements which
not only fublimate Religion, but every Science that glows in
the Poet, or thines in the Philofopher. The true Policy of
cvery State will reader thofe Eftablithments which are
requifice as generous and unconfined as the good Order of
Society fhall permit. In vain it is urged, that the free Ex-~
arcife of Opinions will have the fame icious Tenw
icligious Socicties as in political, iince the fame - '
which ar the Non-toleration of the one, evinces the
uftice of the other. The one is the proper Obje@ of the
giftrate, the other will not admit of his Interference.
That the Well-Being of Society has a Retrofped to religious
and moral Principles, that Purity of Life may be the ready
Means to the Formation of Citizens, Soldiers, or Patriots,
will admit of no Doubt. Numerous are the Cafes in cit;ile
Society, clofely united to its principal Welfare, wherein
Interference of the iratee would argue the wildeft Ab-
furdity. There are Obligati mediate, and immediate,
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Fach may be equally produive of the beft Effe®s. But this
Difference will ever attend them ; the one muft derive the
Neceflity of Praice from the Enforcements of Law; the o-
ther from Motives purely focial. “In this 'tis God dires;
in that 'tis Man.” Are not Magnanimity, Generofity, Patri-
otifm, and many other exalted Qualities, more attraclive of
Love and Efteem, than Faith or Juftice! Are they not as ef-
fential to the very Being of Society, as any of the municipal
Virtues? are they not the Bond, the Energy of human Life?
Yet do they appear clevated above the Reach of human Laws,
nor know any other Enforcement than the original Percep-
tions of moral Beauty. But fhould there be Opinions utter-
ly fubverfive of all moral Obligation? Let them be founded
abroad. A Confutation of them will be the lefs difficult.
The Vegetable which delights in Shade withers at the firft
Beam ot the Sun: The Fuel which is concealed threatens
inevitable Ruin. Befides, the Power, which the focial Com-
pact confers, extending no farther than to the Advancement
of public Utxhty, the Subje@ cannot, in Juftice, be account-
able for any Opinions he may entertain, that do not cffe its
political Interefts. There may be a Profeffion of Faith purcl
focial, the Tencts of which, it is the Province of the
lature to determine. Thefe, however, are to be conﬁdered
not as Articles of Religion, but, as ‘Sentiments which the
ﬁ;od Order of Society requires. To fome, this Freedom of
ind, this Liberty of Thought, may feem the ready Avenues
to Cormpnon and Depravity. Human Life, thus unhinged,
the univerfal Fabric appears already difmembering. But fuch,
to an Audience, liberal as the prefent, I need not proclaim
the open Enemies to Truth, They hold the prepared Fee-
ters, and declare their Refolution to enflave. They may, it
is certain, when aflifted by particular Courts, proper
well-timed Severities, add te thefe excrutiating
pole any Belief, however abfurd. To the eternal szgracc qf
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many Counfrics, the Trial has alrcady bzen made with Sue-
cefs, For even fuppofe the Truth o ‘be thus propagated, it
muit retlect the grcatdt Igrominy as weil upon the Impofer
as the Believer: Since, by the fame Means, hc, who 1s now
tke orthodox Lhn:tnn might have been the moft ftrenvous
Pagan, Jew, or Mahowetan.

Should Experience be admitted as of any Weight, Fxperi-
ence will thew, that tho'e Socicties have ever cn_;oycd the
greateft Share of Profperity, where the Magiftrate has mot

trictly confined his Attention to civil Iaterefts. Flanders,

once the moft flourithing Country in Europe, how was {lic re-
duced by the fanatic Attempts of Philip the Sccond? How
was France depopulated: beggared, by the Revocation of the
Edi&t of Nantz? Does not Holland behold her Streets fwarm-
with induftrious, wealthy Citizens! Has not Britain,
ong fince in Theory, found this to be the Nerve, Support
“and Glory of the Land’ The Reign of GEORGE the Third
will be forever diftinguifhed in the Records of Mankind, as
the glorious Aira in wlich this Truth hath been realized toits
utmoft Extent. Docs not that neighbouring Colony, in whofe
Domain, the Sons of Eritain lately fought the w oodland War,

peircing deep into Naturc's Works, in generous Arts, cxaltcd

afpire to gain the Athenian Laurel? Shameful mdccd muﬂ:
Lave been the Diftance, which tins, her clder Sifter bad main-
tained, had neither thc cov Arts, nor Wit, nor Wifdom hcre
found a San@uarv. Ler filken Race, the mere Vermin of
the Spring, muft have continued a taftelefs, gaily-gilded
Train. Their Ignorance, their Poverty muft ha\c flimulated
each grofs Defire. Such their Thirft for Luxury, *that were
a Buyer found, they had ftood prepared to fill their Birth-
right for a cooling Draught.”

The Time has been when Men ftood amenable not only for
their AQtions, but their Opinions. Ignorance had dropped
the Man, and exalted into Majefty the Mantle. Religion,
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public Order, tottered on their Bafe, if a Deviation, but in
Thought, marked the meaneft Slave. Such Sentiments muft
ever betray a_Littlenefs of Soul, that would degrade even a
Scythian, a Tartar or a Turk. Servile Spirits are held in Awe
by idle Apprehenfions of the Worft. The Good, if that they
can difcover, they catch at, as the Philofoper the fetting Star,
which he dreads will never more arife. Such are the Maxims
which diftrefs Mankind. This the Soil, in which Perfecution
has ever ftricken the deepeft Root. Europe! how deadly a
Portion of this Vengeance has thou not often felt! How often
heard the threatening Voice, * fubmit ye Laity. yc prophane!
Earth 1s the Lord’s, and therefore ours; let ngs allow the
common Claim, and Half be theirs; 1f not, behold! the
facred Lightning flies.” But not even the Pen of Fate, dipt
in its deepeft Gall, can defcribe thofe Miferies which attend
on the Want of Labcrty, while the Enjoyment of it muft
prove that Bethefda, whofe falubrious Waters contain a
Remedy for every Difeafe. It prompts the philofophic Mind
to found the Depths of Science, of Wifdom, and of Truth,
It bids the bold Idea to arife, infufes lovely Forms, polithed
by the intellectual Touch, the moral Venus fhines with
double Charins. Thus we are enabled to embrace a more
than cloudy Faith. Thus, the Mind will be freed from fer-
vile Fear, a Gladnefs will be difflufed through the Heart, in-
ferior with fuperior be feen connefted, and human with
divine.

To you, my Fellow Students, would I now more particular-
ly addrefs myfelf. We were born to be free. Let it be our
Concern to become worthy Freemen. Let us remember how
much we owe our Friends, our Country, Mankind. Let every
generous Feeling of Humamty, every Difpofition which irra-
diates a private Station, illuminate the Public. He who is
in a public Capacity, is in a Situation of Power and Energy. &
It is not lefs criminal to fleep upon the Watch, than to dea /5
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fert the Seatiun, Life is but a defpicabie Lodger in that Breafl
whieh Honor and public Spirit leave untenanted. In Studits,
whether of Philofophy or Art, whether to trace the fair Idea,
or- W explore the finithed Gcm among the Rums of Antiquity,

purfue cach Obje@ with noble Emulation. Let Reafon di-
ro& the Procefs, while the moral Page informs the Heart.
Lot not the awful Tatk obfcure the Gleam of youthful Hope,
that dawns upon your Minds; but, lad by the daring Genins
of Seges, Heroes, Bards, picrce the deep academic Grave,
wehese: Wifdom reigns with Beauty and v:th Truth. Con-
temn the fervile Sons of Luxury and Pleafure. CTrouch not
2o the Sons of Bigot-Rage; nor paufe a Mom~nt to join the
gaudiike Band. Eternal Truth fhall thus difclofe the

es, fhall open a glorious mepcé't through the hallowed
es of diftant Worlds.

! “ Yoar free Powers,

5 The gencrous Pow’rs of the prevailing Mind,

I Bot for the Tafk of ydly {quandcred Hours, .

. Leéwd Brewls and lurking Slanders, were defigned, 1
. B2 ye your own Approvers. Honeft Praife - '
g QOft nobly fways
L ~ Ingenuous Youth.
= Bnt fought from Cowards and the lying Mouth,
-.'Praife is Reproach. Eternal G o alone .

+  For Mertals fixeth the fublime Award. y .
He, from the faithful Records of his Throne
" Bids the Hiftorian and the Bard ’
Infpofe of Honours and of Scorn;
Difcern the Patriot from the Slave;
" And write the good, the wife, the brave
- For Leflans to the Muiticude unborn,”



