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AD\TE R TISE~-IE NT. 

THE following DifcO;t1~fe £s puhlflkcd p'rc-

cife£v as it (L'as prepared. TILe latter part t1-

it, eJpecial'J', ,tlas l1wre concifi£v del£veTcd tlzan 

it -was in tile noteJ~ o1L1ing. to I he want l!f time, 

occdwntd t.Y tlu late arri~'at of t,ie proojJion 

(zi tIe ChUl·C-h. 

ConJorl1zably to 1"cqu91, it is juhlJlittcd to l,~c 

candor if the puhlic !~~, its zccll-zt'iJ1LCr, 
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God t1le .L~utllor of Prolnotion. 

E 

Jot. pro'nwtiorl. COTlLctil .1ltil he-r .{rulJ; ti~P.,. eajl, ft..lJr 
jT01JL the wejl, nor jr01Jl lite .fonifl. .Db;t GOD 

is the judge~' he putteth dO'wn one, and Jct­
tct,/z up another . . 

TO-D~-\ Y, Inv brethren, 'Ir~e recognife this 
truth as vt:rifiecl in our O\\Tn l;appy ex­

perience. On this the birth-day of ./~M E RIC A ~ 
LIBER TY and INDEPF.~nENCE, ,,·hiill, \\,ith 
gratitude and joy, \ve commenlorate the great 
deliverance which has be~n w'follJ;llt out for us, 
arl(l rllr\~e\~ tIle illnumf'rable and ine!liluable 
bleHings ~Thich we pollers, or have' In profp~tl; 
we acknnwledge the Great. Soycrrign of the 
ulli\T~'rle a~ the .J\utllor of tllt~lll all: rt~llol1ncillr. 
their inlDutation to the influence o"f any fecond 

I . 

. caufes fartl1cr tllall ,IS illflrllJllents ill } lis hand 
dIe accOlnplifluncnt of his purpofci. 
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I fiB A LL, I prelume, fuJI}' cOlupiy , ... ~ith the 
detign of the day, and, I hope, nnt entirely dif .. 
appoint your \\~ifhes, in the feryire to which 
}"~}U have called Ine, in endeayouring to inu!: 
trate the declaration of the Text with a par .. 
t.iculaI l-eference to ollrfe}\Tes . 

• ; FR O~10TI0N," ~.aith the infpircd Pfalmifi, 
" cometh neither from the eaR, nor from the 
H ,veH, nor from the [outh; JJ that is, not froDl 
any human inlhuments, or fecolld caufes.­
The children of the eaft 'were wealthy and wife. 
The Illes of the Gentiles, \vhich lay to the 
'weft) po{feffed 3 firong naval force. Aud Egypt 
and .A.rabia~ which lay to the fouth, had numer­
ous and powerful armies. But, faith David, 
the reput:'d author of this pfiJrn, pronlotion is 
not to be imputed to any, or all (,f there:­
neither to the wifdom and wealth of the one, 
or to the maritilne or land 10rces of the 
others. 

THE RE may be 3 reference here to the ido .. 
latry then pre,-alcnt in the ,\~orld. All lnen 
fuppofcd the origin of po'wer to be fi-on-I hea­
ven, or froln abo\'e., hu~ t hey \\"(~re Illuch di­
\'id~d in fClltilTICnt rdilcciing' it~ {()urce there ~ 
aih" Genti!e natiolls, who ,vele lnuch addicted to 
aHrol()gy~ fuppofed it came frolll the (un, which 
t h~y Blade lhe objetl of their ,,'orfh \/ j or frolll 
it'Ine of the flars. No: fajth Dayid, promo~ 
t ion ('o1\l('th n( ither frorn the can, nor fro 
th'-.' wen, nor [ron} the fouth: not fronl the l' 
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or fetting of the fun, ?r any elJ.n~t or con­
fiellation, or from then elevauon Of .. declen­
fion. It is not to be afcribed to an) or there, 
or ~o any p0\,;er or influence which tJ1ey 
potTers. 

THE north is not mentioned as the [ouree of 
promotion; either becaufe there were none who 
fuppofed it originated froID thence; or becaufe 
,he fame word which, 'in the original, lignifies 
the north fignifies alfo the {ecret piace, and from 
the fecrets of the Divine council it doth proceed; 
or from the oracle in Zion "'hich lay on the 
north fide of Jerufaleln. 

" GOD is the judge-: he putteth dov/n one, 
~, and fett~th up another." There is an AI­
Dlightv Sovereign, whofe kingdom is over aii, 
who i3 the origInal author, and real firft cauie 
of ~in prnlnotlon and dilgrace.. "The moil 
" High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and 
" givetlt it to ~·homfOcver he pleafeth." From 
the depths of obfcurity and fufferings he raifes 
rome to the fummit of honor and happinefs: 
and from the heights of honor and happinefs he 
reduces others to the IO\'tcil Hate of poverty 
and diUrefs And this he dcth in the capa­
city of a judge, and according to the HriEiefi 
rules of righteoufncfs. "Shall not the judge of 
" all the earth do right ?J) 

,JF we attend lc thi~ propofition either w'ith 
~~c to Dr~\'id, or the people of IrracJ~ 
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it is, at once, l)otll illuflrated a.nd confirlned 
in tIle moll firiking manner. ""Tl1o," faitll 
David, " anl I .. 0 Lord God, and \Vllat is mine 
" houfe ?~' l'hey \\·ere both incollfiderable in 
Ifrad when God called him from the fheep­
folds to be king oyer his people. And God 
e;~pre[~l}~ affures the 11eople of lfrael, that he 
had n()t choleII tlleln l)ccaufe they \\·ere more 
in numb~r than any people, {or they were the 
fewell of all people when he fet his love upon 
them. The hilloric page \vould alfo fUfllifll us 
with inllllnleral)le infl.ances for tIle illllftratioll 
and fupport of tile faIlle trutI1,. botll as it rc­
Ipetts cOffiInunities and il1(lividllals. 

BUT my defign is, to confider it with a par­
ticular reference to ourfcl,·es: ana tllat ]11 a 
public capacity. \Vith tllis \yiew, let us brief­
ly, look back to wllat we Ollce were--contem­
plate Ollf })fc[e.nt condition-an(l look fOf\\yar(l 
upon tIle profpetls \\·hicl1 are unfolclillg thern­
{elves t<) our figllt. 

T\,"o centuries ago wllat was Al11crica? Lit­
tle elle t}1an an howling ,vilderneIs, t]le llabi­
tation of fa\ytiges and l)eafis of prey. Tlle fir!l 
fettlers fOllgl1t, in this \rilderneis, that liberty, 
bot}l ci,ril <111U religious, \\·11ic]1 thole ,\\Tho ty­
rallilized o\ter thcrn w()uld not ~.lffer tllcm to 
enjoy at llolnc. Sn1<l11 ,vere tlleir nUJnbers, 
t!lcir Iai)()llrs great, n1aI1)' tIle difiiculties \vl1ic 
they had to encounter, · many the dilCour~ 
IJlents ,\rl~icl1 tJICY l·,ad to firllggle ag~lin 
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lriany the dangers to which they \\·ere expofed. 
Oft-tjinc~ have our frontiers been laid ","aRe, 
11l3r..y of the inhabitants murdered, or carried 
a\\"a," cJptive. and "Thole fettlements threatened 

* .A • 

to be o'_~cr-run. Had 110t the Lord been 011 

ou_r" fide, ~nd his gracious provi~ence our pro­
t{'etlon. often had the heathen tnbes, combIned 
together, f,vallo,ved us up. 

H.\ \' ! ~ G arriyed to fome degree. of popu­
loufnds and \\-eahh, t he parent became jealous 
L~ ncr off-fpring; and envious of its growing 
profpcrity. The iron hand of tyranny and op­
prc!Ilon ,\",~s Hretched forth ovC'r us. A difpute 
took place b::t ,,·eeo t he colonies and the mother 
c?untry. The great principle ,,"hich was the 
halgc, upon ,\:-hich the controverfy turned, was, 
the right claillled by the Brililli parliament' to 
bind tile Colonies in all cafes ,"~hatfoever" .(~t­
tempts were firH made to enforce this principle 
by a Hamp-aa: and afien\"ards renewed in a 
d.uty laid upon tea. OUf hUlnble petitions \\·ere 
euher refufed a reading or difregarded. The 
COIltfO\Tcrf\, becan1e fiiii Inore Iel~ious alld alarm­
ing: the parties He,v to arnlS; ~nd the appeal 
\\·as made to God as judge. 

'- LE T U~, for a InOOlent, endeavour to realir~ 
Dour fituation at this perioe}. ''Vith. ,vhom ,\yere 
~, we about to contend? ,\~lth a natIon h?ug}uy 

and po\rcrful: who gloried in being miUrcis of 
,tile oce3n: \vho profeffed to hold the balance 

ng the po\,.ers of Europe: abounding in 
B 



tnen: and anlply furni{hcd \vith all the ilnplc­
nlcilts ()f' ,\·a r-. 

\ViI:\ Thad \re to opporc.~ to an thi~? Had 
,-re a nUmerous and ,vell dlkiplined anny? .A. 
large fle~~t and \\TIl cCJui: ,t? j\ble and ex pe­
ricllced coml11Clllders!' j\ ill{l-it~il~!lCvY ()f' arl11S 

~ 

allu nlilitar\' {lores ? ':'\;ert~ Ol\f r()~lf\s ;111d ]lar-
J 

IJollrs ill tue11 a fl ~t tc of' rlcfC)lr(~ tl1a t '\Y(~ \\;cre 
in a ca pacity to bid thcln defiance? !-I ad \fC 

fonn:'G alliances with any of the powerful 
kingdornc; of the c;}rth, und('r ,\d10fe prol~c­
lion 'NE' tnight be fafe, and by \\"ho[c aHiH4 

~J • 

ance '\-e nlight hope to fuccccd? Scarcely 
1!1 O:1C iIlfi311ce ,,·as tllis tl~e falt_· \4;itll tls.-I\a\' 
Jno!-e. l\1anv anlon~ us \\TL' {(>int-heartc.'{: 

~ l~ 

fOlne ,rere a\'o,~-( d ('nenir:; t', Ollr caufe; and 
others, under the Ina{k or friends: proved 
t!1e ,\~orll of cnemi~s. ·,,"-hat t11Cll \\tas tIle 
ground cf our hope? Confiding in the juflice 
of out caufe, \\T put our truft. 111 God, ii-Olll . 

w'honl pro1l1otion c0111eth: who puttcth dow'n 
one, and fettcth up allot her.- --Onr harbours 
'fcrc blocker! up: and our ChCl rtcrs tak~n a \-ray. 
Our poiitical horizon 'was 0\ criiH-cad \rith dark­
ner.'\~ t~!C clouds \\TrC heavily chargcd~ the light .. 
ning~ fLdhed, and the hideous thunder rolled, 
threat.ening dcHruflion. Sntne of our to,vns 

t • 

\rere reduced to a Bu.'s. Others \\TrC In pof-
feffi()ll of' tl1(~ CnC1TI\'. Tll(.)ir tll·)111(~S tra\~cr-fcd 

~ 

\"c~rious parts of tlw cnuntry~ and left behind . 
t hntl, \rhcrt'\Tf they \\':'nt, th~~ yen ig('~ of de­
Y:-dhuicn ~lnd cr~l('lty. I fpcak to nlany 
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ha. Y(" t~":efi' things Hill freIh in lTHK'llibrance. 
~} r. 1 1 ' d 1 fe, " · · i · \- (>ll 1a \r(~ It~(~11 tAle tall· tirU 0 .!)l·!l J 11 t \' r~!1111 \' 

let on .\nlcrican ground. "You ha\-e flX';l 
thof(~ fll~ets ,:Jl{l arJllies \\~!li('ll \\"ere dt'fli~:t~(l t() 

t>nflave us, riding at anchor in our harbour:;. 
and fpreading defcJlation through our country. 
rfhis very city ,vhere we flU\\" Jy;cll: has kn" 
years poffeffed by the t:nelllY, W hilH: the d:{: 
trt~flt~d citinCI1S \\tcln(I(~r~(1 1,11· fi"()ln 1lt~nce ill 

quell of a {~l(e ret reat. !\1any of our bra ve 
111en fell on the high-places of the field, fighting 
brayely in defence of our juIt rights "al:d pri\";.­
J(~g("s: -whiJHjaiIs, dungeons: and prifon {hips \vere 
the lllercilefs gra yes of n1any 111 ore . 

Fo REV E R facn:d, on this day, be the nl(,lnOIV 
J # 

()t~ tll~}ie bl'a\~e llle11 \vlloI{~ li\·(~s ,\~er'~ ,.r()lu11tal-ilv 
offered as a iacrJice to the liberty of their COl 11-

~ 

11'\Y, all0 in ,-i11(lit'atio11 of' t11c rig11ts ()[ lllell. 
J (.~ 

Grateful L\.~ tll(~ r·ellle111bl"<llll~e ()i' tl1(){(: \\-ho 
throttgh lllany toils and dangers hayc liyed to 
{hare, \\-ith their f!11ow-cit:zclls, the bleHings of 

,independence and peact'. \\"hilH. '-!t the ElIne 
• A 

tlllle, \\!e hUl1ent that fn ~lll ,rant of confidence, 
occafiol1cci by the inelliciency of gOYCrllH)el~t and 
the derangC111cnt of Oll1' pUbl:c afl~lir~~ tl:e hard 
carnill~'S of the war ... \\"onl i~}ldicr v;cre, in l11anv 
inHan~~s, transferred. f()r a trifle, into the hand -; ()f 
f!x"culators, the lct'cb.c$ ~~nd drones of {(x:ict\". 

NEED I tell you the iITll(" of the contcH? 
o :-you all kno\"" it. .;. l\;(;t unto us, 0 Lord, 

t unto us, but unto thv lltln1C gl\"(' (r!<~;y. 
" \.. U .i 
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.: 0 fin; unto the Lord a ne~r {eng. for he hath 

.0 done m~r\'ellous things: his ri~ht hand and 
~, \..~ 

,. hi:' heI)" arm hath gotten hinl tte yiElO:-Y. 
4. The Lord hath done great things for us 
r· 1 f 1 1" H . f' d d d·'" .• '~·;,nel~(i \\ .. ~ ar·e ~~a(I. 'e 111 attlatt~ an It-

v 
traded the {'ounnfs Ol Our Cn~ln!es. I-Ie gave 
\\'"ifdom t.DCV~ cDunfeHors: tic raikd up com­
manders fcr e:~ ..... i-Ie united and infpirited our 
people. He provided a flfhcit-ncy of arnlS and 
lT1ilitary fto;es. lIe taught our':-!ands to ,,·ar, 
and OUi- fingers 1.0 fight. 1"hroughout the dif­
ferent U2ges of the war~ [roIn the yaliant dl ~ 
renre or Bunker~s Hiil, to the glorious rechlC­
Con of \' (irk ~ his interpofi tions for Qur pro­
reciion and fuccef~ \\·erc frequently cyidenced. 
lind, in p~ 0fe~~'Jf time, through the afliHance 
of th?.t gener~ uS and po\'.-erl'ul aqy \\"hOln ht' 
r.:lifi'd upi~r u_~, he gaye us \riEtory=, Indcpen­
(L'nCe, Lib'!TtV, and Peace. .. 

" 1·H £: l~ }: _IS al10ther cyent} in the pericdwe 
aTe no,,· cnnfi~ering. ,dli,ch ~efi'n"~:; our pal­
tlclilar re\nE:mL~i·a11ce. Tile tormC!tl()~l an(} a-
d0pticn of tIte YEDERAL CO~STIT0TIO~ is tH1 

jnitaace fingul:tr, and unri\.·aHed in the anrwJs 
()f time. _T t W'l!S deliberated upon, and debated 
·,::!th· aU "lhe pov;ers of eloquence and argulTICnt. 
I ~ "c~$ pea!:cably rat jfied. Agrecabiy to the 
!;P}Vl~:c'n made i!1 it, it hal) been ~~mendcd. 
r ~ :; H: n 7;l ,·,u r DV\VI~r to amend a!ly faul ts or 

! ~ 

t~{'i:"(JS ~·.-·ii:('!~ !~l~\~ l~e dircc,~ered in it. r\11(1 
• ,),:,. i- ;:- ,'... 1': . '" '., r. ,'" 1) l"\~)' 1 t ~ ere. d _ ~n. lid fl- fceii·l 
• • • & \ l \.. ..: • I;" \ . /0 ~ (.1 • J ~( .. "1 _ 6 .. _ _ J. 

~ ! -' . I 
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F:~ 0': a reyiew' of tl:f:: pan, let us p'roceed, 
S('[6nd:)'~ 1"0 the c()nt~lllp1ation of our prefent 
cop.tiition. 

L! F T up yO~lr eyes: then~ T upon this ~·ide~y 
extended contlnent, fronl Ne\\"-Hampfillre to 
Geor<Tia ~ and fi'onl the ocean to tile French 
Broad, ~lufkinguln, and the l .. akes. See it in­
ter!peried wlth .-'innlunerable, fpa~iou~~ ~nd de­
hcrhtful p1anttl-tlons and fanr.s. See It In many 
phtees highly cultivated and ilnproyed. ~Tie~ 
the feveral populous, opulent, and fplendld CI­

ties \rhich crown our coaHs; and the Dlany 
p!ealant towns and yillages interfperfed through .. 
out the interior parts of the country. See plan­
ters and farnlers each fitting under his own vine, 
and under hi~ o''1n fig-tree, and enjoying the 
fruit of their refpeaive labour. See the mer­
chant in his counting-boufe, and t he mechanic 
in his {hop, each induHrioufly prcfecuting their 
refpeRive callings. Sec the phyfician attending 
to the health of his patjent: the lawyer defend­
ing the life and the property of his ~Eent: and 
the divine, both by precept and example, en­
deavouring to conduEt his flock to hea\·en. See 
cemmerc~, "Tith her thoufand fails, cfouding 
our harbour~. tranfporting the {lu·pIus of our 
~:-:·du{~: to d;nant climes, and~ in return, fur­
!1iflllr;L!" U~ witll the (lel~cacies and JU:{llries of" 

,-J . 

evt:ry p~nt of ,he globe. See each Hate go-
t I· '} 1 • (1 f' h . verrlt~(.os lnter')al Y·, t~y ma.g!!l.ratcf.) 0 t elf O,\\~ll 

p()l1ujng~ :1.1d by 3 conHitutifJn and la\\'s IraJ'T' 
-lltl enacted by themfelvcs. 'Vie,\, the ~' 

'rtt- - . ~ .. 
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ral g~)'.(lrll111Pllt of l:~~ UI1itrd .')t~lt~S. ll\r t11c 
\.) r f·· 

f.WO hOUll~S 0 congrcis, confiihl1(T of ddt~gates 
(:hou'n hy each Hate rcii)eEti\-dy.o \d~oart" rc­
fP .. onfible to their conHitaents, and liab!e to he 
diiplaced at pleafure. undt'r a conHitution funn­
ed by the united w·if dom of l\nlerica; and al I cen­
t rirl:~ ~n the prefidency of a man whoft: "irtuf's 
and 1er\'icf.'s haye endeared to us, and \\·ho 
hJ.s been equally necefJ:lry and uit-ful in peace 
a11d in ,\"al-. Here no lll111atural clliiall(:e bc­
t\\'een church and !late fets the oaths and. obliga-

t ~ 

tions of rulers at yariance w'ith the right, -of 
nl~nkin(l, and the feelin~s of hU!llaultv. I-ferc 

{J • 

the la,\-s and gOyenUllcnt extend equal pro!ec-
tien and cllcouragf'lnent to all guod citizc-n~. 
Here no hierarch lords it O\"CT the h('ritat~(' of 
God: or l)ri\~ile,tt'd ()l-flel-~49 ()f' ~tI1\P t:i!ld. tr~lll) .. C-, . . 

pIe upon t!le rights of their fdio\\·-rHcn. No 
PrieHlics here arc obliged to fly tht ir country ~ 
nor IVluirs, nor Pahners, tranfi)OI1.nJ to Botanr­
Bav ~ 110r RO\\9ans filled ~!nd i)J1pl·iit)11l~(~ !t~r !)t~iI1·r 

~ . ,., 
friends to the righ· sand EblTti('s ci· :n~:llk!nd< 
1-1 t: re a 1) i ~ i lies a 11 dill (1 U i t r \ · 11 ~ e { ~t , \ -i t 11 1 iii t a I ) ~ ( , 
enrouragelnent and r('ward. ~-\nd ii" htre !!:t re 

{ > 

arc ~:lly' f~"cophan~s of power or Ininidlls cf the 
. . • .. • I' • , 1 .... 

;.;n·:~L It h lIiOr~~ O\rlng to an abJcc[ lcn·l!C oIi-
;j ( ) ! i t i () ! ! . t 11 all t (~I t 11 L 11 a t u rc 0 f' III e !! ( ) \ .. (' 1"1 1-
• ~ t , 

Inc nt, <.. 1 he '\'e: .:.d!t y and corruption cJ the.' 
. 

{ ")1'';. .. 
... It l~. 

I~. 1 'I' 1:-'( ll( \ (~f' <icf< :la t iOt1 anfl d(:~lt Il t)(~ l.lll-

ried ill ('\ ~~;lafl j;16 obli'·:inn. Let the {O ..... ~ 
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of the drum. the w'hifUing of the fife, the 
rOarin{T of cannon. the clathing of arn13, tte 
('onfuJ~d naife of . the warrior, the ganncnts 
rolled in blood, 'rith the gr()an~ of the ,\"ound­
cd and dvinu, be teen and heard no nlort'. 
Let the Jcai~n of p~ace~ and the i'unihine of 
profpcrity ,,"hich W'c haye c~joycd:. be p('rp~~­
tual and uninterrupted. Let th~ olIve branCH 
of peace, ,\-hich has neen extend .. ·d to us, 
be l1e'/\:'f \\·itildra\\Tll. ~-l '!lt~ fuil ot- .:\111Cl-il'3 

is congenial to the ireCOr lilK:rty wl:ich ha, 
(.. . ~.. . ' . .... . .. 

been planted tTl It: It (:\J.~·nd:) ItS 1rL ndlj' 
~)ra]lcjl:·S. and tIle l1ations . \~·f Illt' L~llt~l ~ll-C 
taking fhtlter under it. rrhe . fcienci. ~ lih up 
tlleir llcads. T lIe 2fts rl·\·i\~l.·. ..l\l'l[t tllt~ C01;­

cerns of our n2tiGIl \\"ear <~ pn'lnihng afiKe£. 
Sparks of that fire of liberty '\' hich has burn­
ed io bright in f\merica, ha,"e been traniport­
cd to Eur()p~ and k.indled into a blaze. 

trIll: re,~ollltion ill France \\~as iuddrn as all 

earthquake.. \VhiHl \re laInent the dIforder and 
COllfilfiol1 ,,911icilI13,"e t~lkt~tl place anlo11rrfl tl1C1Il. " ~ and the gn·at cffufion of blood ,,"hi::h their 
Hrugglc lor ii~~nT\' has con tlll~nt~ v;e 'rifh luc­
~c{~ t~ the cau!~->: :\.Jay the gloriou:-i ent1ll!­
hahn fpread until all the nJtior;~ of !he earth 
bee orne free. 

. I T is a pity there fhoul(l be one cloud to 
Int('r~cpt the bright fj)lcndours of thi:; (by.­

ut It cannot bt" (:oJ)ccah:d: nor c~n I paiS it 
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over in filrn(c, that in our prdcnt fituation 
tllere are {()Ine l'irl'lIIniiances dl~1 Tlllin{I alld 

L' 

rlillrefiing. Separated hy the Atlantic ~t the 
diflaJlct' ~)r 3000 nliles fil)!ll Ellr01}(~, ,,9C l)Uf-

1· 1 

poled, and flattered oUlfdves \\-c fhould be 
able to avoid bein~ ia"oh-ld in their p()ii­
tics~ or f'mbroil~d in their conteH5. 'fhe ('ar· 
Iy declaration of ,-,ur purpofe .. by gOYCIT;nlcnt. 
to obfer\·e tile flritl(~n- ntlilTcl)it ,; 11<lS n(1t a,-«il­
ed for our i~Cllritv. Contrary -to the ia, .. "s of 
nature and of ~lations, de-oredatio~s have 

1 , 

been nlade upon our trade, our "<.-!lels cap-
tured and condclllned, and our ft'cunen '(re~t-
ed ,\·ith inluHice and cruelty. ~av, 1, ~t.;h' .• 

.... - .. 
lliH retaining, in Ylolation of their trt:aq''''Aid, . 
us, poffeHion of the 'VcHcrn pons 'within ~ur 
territoryt they have been active in fiin-ing up 
the Indian tribe:) againU us. We niH hOFe _ 
that there grounds of diHerence may be re·' 
moved by negociation: that the \VtHcrn Poils 
will be given up: that conlpenfation ,\yill be 
made for th~ damages w'e have fuflained: 
and that peace may be prpfelTcd upon equi- _ 
table and honourable tel-Ins. 

I A!-[ ,~cll a\\·~re t11at diifeJ-C!1t fer.tilll~llts 
have been entenain.'~d re!i)cHing the n~eafures 
profecuted bv gOYCnUllent in this call'. It is 
not fGr nIl" ~ to <:nlCf into this controverfy. 
PC'rmit me to fay, in general, that a govcrn­
Dlent conflitut(>d upon truly republican prin­
ciples, w her~ 1:1.$ adnliniilrators are choien 
the people, c14'c(luntable to them, and r 
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to be difplaced at pleafure, is entitled to a 
high degree of confidence-that if ever fuch 
a government becomes tyrannical and oppref­
five, the people have themfelyes to blame­
that as it is too much the difpofition of perron,:; 

. in power LO abufe the trull: repofed in them, it is 
the buftnefs of the people to be obfervant of their 

. condua -that: a~\ it is of the utmon. confequence~ 
. efpecially in critical circumfiances, dla~. go­
vernment fhould poffefs the confidence of the 
people, all fufpicion or miftrufl of it ought to 
be admitted with caution. and not entenained 
but upon the mon fatisfaaory evidence-that 
war is a dreadful calamity, and a country 
ought never to be involved ii1 it but ;n cafes 
of ~bfoiute neceffity-and, that a !j~Jple driven 

r - into a v{ar, having ufed every junifiable mean 
~, f,) avoid it, enter into it ,vith the apprcbation 
~ ~ r r their own confciences, which naturally tends 

to infpire with invincible courage: with the 
: approbation of the world, whole good-will and 
: ~ood-w'ifhes are, in fuch circumftances, defira-
· ble: and with the approbation and fmiles of 
- heav·en which enfure fuccefs. · 

s 

. s -

FRO M the paR and prefent, let us, for a 
moment, extend our views to the future • 

. OVE R this, indeed, there hangs a vail im-
· penetra!'le by mortal fir.-ht. l-Iere \\ye are left 
~~ to deal enti'rely in hYt~thefis and conjeaure. 
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Hut as God generally ('ondutts hi~ goycrn­
lTIcnt hy the inflrumentality of «'cond cauies; 
and as fitnilar cauies ufually produce fimilar 
efictts, reaf(Hling fro 111 analogy i~, at leaH, 
hi(;hly prefun1ptive. If the!~' iroin the paH 
and prcfcnt \V'e Inay f()rnl conjcH:ures of the 
future, to ,\~hat height of diHinguifhcd emi­
nenC2 nlay we not hope .t\tnerica will arile? 
I'here i~ not that nation upon the face of 
the earth \vhofe profpetls are equally pro .. 
lniu!:g. God doth nOl blaH {ilch promi­
ftng profpcH~ unlefs provoked to it by high 
inHanct's of ingratitude and diiobedience. Un­
der h(~aven, it depends upon ourielvcs how' 
long \ve {hall enjoy that liberty, and how 
pcrn1ancnt and improved {hall be the bleflings 
of \vhich \ve are po{fefIed. By ,,~ife counfels 
and Virtuous condut1- "we Inay rife to an elni .. 
nente hitherto unknown among the kingdolns 
of the \vorld. Vice and f()Ily will render us 
infignificant and conten1ptible. 

LE T us, in p!eafing contelnplation, antici. 
pate the era when thofe immen{(~ traEts of fer­
tile land, which have been ceded to us, lhall 
he propled. and Hates on flates added to the 
union. \Yhen agriculture fha II have attajned 
its highdl ilnprovernents. '\Then lnanufac­
turcs, -in their various branches, {hall be efiab-
Iifhcd throughout the continent, and carried 
on in the greaten pcri(,ction. \Vhen litera­
t tl rc~ {ll~lIl 11<l \·c re(lc}l{~(l its zellitll. When \\~C 

~J 
WSJ - ... ,-



r 
i 

t 
I 
I 
i 
I 
I 

I 
I 
-

[ 1 

{hail ha\'c arrived !~! maturity in the fcicncc 
of govcrnnlent. r\.ud. in fhort. ",hen \n~ {hall 

t_ ~ • 

h"Ye Blade the greaten proficiency III C\Try 

thing uitJul and ornalllcntal. 

\V H 1 LS T \\r"e dT,n~ll in the plcafing and grate­
ful recollection of the hkffings \rhich ha\"(: 
flO\-\Td, and ,,·c v.~ould hope \rill fi II conti­
]1U(~ tC) flo\\t .. to Alncric(t41 }(·t lIS r(·111ellll)l~1" tl1at 

~ 

\\TC are citizens ()f" the ,\~orld. al1d the ,\"holc 
~ 

}llllllan I-ace Ollr l)retl1rcn. T11is conf!deI"atioll 
has a natural and po\~erful tet:dency to dilate 
the heart ,,,ith the fentiluents and feelings of 
hunlanity and beneyolence. Let us rejoice 
that the rights of lnan, both civil and reli­
gious, are cOIning to be better tiIidcrHood in 
the \vorld,-and that fOlne of the nations of 
the earth are ihaking off the galling fetters 
of bigotry and defpotifin. Let us heaye a 
figh, and drop a f)'lupathctic tear oyer thole 
nations \vhich are yet fuperHitious and infla­
,'(~d. }-\11d l(,t lIS. \\·jiJl ,,11 tIle ar"dor- of ~n-
thufiafiic anticipation. contelllplate the period 
when the uniyerfal preyalence of 1ight and. 
truth will be eHabliHnncnt of lln1,,<:'r1:11 peace, 
ljberty, and happineE. 1~hat there arc gIori­
Otl.§ days a\fait the church and the \~'or!d, the 
oracies of infallible truth abundant ly declare. 
I 10110- to fl"e, at leaH; the d;nrning of that 
glorio~s day~ v;hcn the on;:e highly ~avoured 
nation, \rho h:nc no'w for ages hlHrrcd under 
the rebukes of their On(~lHlt"d God, {hall be 

~red to his fa\"our, and th('~r ~(kno\dl'dg. 
_\.. __ -' ....... '!. r- •• .... ~. - ... ---..----"" ". .-' . 
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ment of the truth {hall be as life from the 
dead to thole nations which already believe. 
"",nen the light of the ulorious gofpe} of 
Chrin, who is the image of the in\·ifible God, 
{hall every where Drevail in its pu rity and 
power: when nations thali be DUIn as in one 
day, and all ends of the earth thall fee the 
fal,'ation of our God. 

LE T Vt7hat has been raid rerve to check 
all arrogance and pn:::!ilmption: to teach us 
our abfolute and entire dependeru:e upon God; 
and the obligations which. we are under t~ hi~ : 
an i to excIte our gratttude and pralfc' for 
all the inflances of bis goodnefs and mercy 
to us. 

PR1DE and felf-fufficiency are natural to 
the human hEan, and the fouree of many dif­
api-ointments, loffes, and forro~-vs. l\·1ankind 
ar~ unhappily prone to depend ~pon; and ~f­
cr"~e fuccers to infiruments and fecond caules, 
whilfi they loofe fight of the great firH caufe 
v.~ho direEis eyery circumfiance and over-rules 
every event. This felf-fufficiency, this depen­
dence upcn inflruments and means, is fre­
quently tl".e rcaion "why the moR promifing 
J11eanS fail of fuccefs, and the beft conct'rted 
fchemes pr,1VC abonive. God expecls to be 
r.oticrd a~(~ acknowledged by his intelligtnt , 
CT('atures in a~l the OPtT.ltions of his hands. .~ 
\ rhe.:1 we e~ther vainly and prefilffiptuoufi "AIIIIIIII 

c: "lOS ;t;: to (.uriclvcs, or ilnpiouHy and · 
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au·oufly impute to infirunlents al:d feco!ld cau ... 
I~s th~ fucce[s ,vith ,vhich Ollr endea.\·()urs llave 
be~n crowned, it is an high provocation to 
that C~od \V'ho i~ jealous cf his honour, and 
will not give his glory to another. 

IN all our ways~ then, Jet us ackno,·dedge 
God, and he 'will direft our Heps. \VhCJ1 \'.e 
~~e about to engage in any important buhntts, 
or in any arduous or dangerous ~nterpriie, 
let us look to hiln for counft~l, and engage 
his affillance and protet1ion. Is any thing too 
hard for God? By thee, faith David, 1 hav~ 
'run tArough a troop: by 11LJ God have I leap-

. cd O'V~T a 1.vall. lie giveth pO'wer to the fatnt; 
and to tllen~ tllat ha,ve no m(~ht, he encreajtth 
flrength. lhere is no king Javed by the 'IIlul­
titude, of an hl!ft: a mighty ~·1t{l.n 1'S not deliver­
ed by 11LllCn jI·rength. A h.o1Je £J a vain tltinU' 
f 01" ,faJely: neither Jllalt he ddiv(';- allY by his 
great jlrengt~. Behuld, tke e)'f of tlte Lord is 
1!-p:.n. them tnat feaT hi-m,: upon !Izcm tho! hope 
tn Ius merc)'. Should .w·c'. nG~wlthfl~ndIng all 
our endeavours to avoId It, ne dr~ggcd Into 
a war, let us enter upon it with the difpofi ... 
tion and {t~ntiments of- the cllurch of- old. 
Ajh UY Jha.!! not .rav{~ us; W~ will not 1"ide up­
or: horfls: neilhe'r 'will 'we fa)' a1~V rnore to 
t/u 1.v011:. of OU1" hands, }'e are (l'U;r gods: joT 

in thee tILe fatherlefs findeth 7ntrl)'. 

IN the proce(;; of any undertaking, let us 
ully notice J and acknowledge the divine 
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int.(»rpofirnn. ~:-1 :;;~n('y. The di\"ine prefence 
anrl a~eh'-,.": .. "'·e Uiliverfal. NOt <l fjJarro'\T 
li;,htetl! CJl ~lhp groun:l \\'ithout his notice. 
The VCIY. b;ih:':'\Jf \is·~;toPJ.ilt;~S l1cadr. are ,til . ~ 

numbered.· rrhe htdf t r.: • Hf king~ are in his 
. ~ . - . c 

hand5 asi~c rir(."T~ of Water, he turnedl thenl 
whetherf ,·,ti'\··~rhe ,,·-ill. Tie tUI·tletll tIle C()Ul1-

reI ()f .AllitnuDhe~ J11t~} looIifll11efs. Jil~ t {ll~(ll: 
a -

the w~fi ~j: t!z.ci·.,. oun~ trajti1ujr..·.: and th.1.: 
clJul1ji:L 0/" the frc-:;;l.~~ is cur-nut iil.'ad long. 
Ho\'V often, in his ha!t(:: qo {'ircunlnanres~ i!l 
theln{el\\~~ - tIle nloit 11·i,~ ;~-l-. d<:fea t tIle fa it-eil 

• - J 

profpeas, Gf acco!11}lith the mon unexpected 
C'YCllts. 

No R is the diyilV: agency 5 in the ifltlC, to 
be Ids l1<Aiced and ackno\d~dg{'d, than in the 
ccmrnr-ncenlent and progreis of any undert~­
king. ~t\;hen our profpi. fL are blaHed, and 
the iffii~. pn;ve,. CO;ltr?:ry tl ) our expettations 
and V.rinlt'S, l~t us hUfIlL·l~: fi~blnit c!nd adore. 
God is wife in heart a1:'.r( _1111g11ty ill cOHn{(·l : 
none cverharocncn hililf-itagainH hill} and 
prufper~'d .. -1\11 things :!n~y} ordered and 
difprJed by h~rl1, . as nlcit. eHeChtally to pro~ 
n ~ () t e J 1 i :\ () ~t \·11 ; ;- i r~ r \-" J 1 i ~ i _ -,ji{~lJ ,! 11 i 11 t e r (: { i s () f· 

\; ,;.... - -( , - 1 . r ~ s rI ' " h· ' I 
i! il ,\ylJO o,-c allf i lt~i"~ l !'·.i.~ll. () tile 111 ~j 

ci}"cumH anccs. anriint'VCl v t:YUU, it is tHat­
tt'r of triunlph and njoicillg, that Get! reigns) 
~ i ! 1 (I d·,: f t 1-1 ,~; ]1 a 1 1 ~ ) ( \:~' r II (- \ \. ill. 

--

" 

.• I I ,. ,T • 1, ~ ; f f. , I~ • A... ,~. ~ ttl\.. 

(-~l1r (:)}e It..~(, \'()ll i-S ,1 11(t 

p r'~"" '{':; f (l YOU ra b 1(', 
~ ~' ~: ~ , ~ , - ~ ~ r:~ ,f 'J-l \1 ~ 11,~d 
,.." ',. 4 _,..... ~ \'." ~ ~ • J' "\". 
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fuccefs, let U'i fee to it that ,ve ~ive God the 
glory. He is entitled to it, and he expe8.s 
n. Ho\\· Inany, alas! fail here? How few 
render again unto the Lord a.ccording to the 
benefits 'which they have received. Nature 
will prom pt men to cry unto God for deli­
verance in times of danger and difirefs: but 
it is (Trace IUUa dif pole and enable us to lnake 
fuitable returns for the bleffings conferred.-:­
Ingratitude is, particularly, a {in againU our 
o\rn comfort and intereU. By being ungrate­
ful we ilion ioole the relifll of our 111ercies. 
By being ungrateful \ve forfeit the comforts 
and blefIings of ~Nhich \ve are poffeffed. And 
by being ungrateful ,·ve render all our prof­
peas ana hopes liable to be blafied. Let us fee 
to it, then, that w'e be not chargable with 
this crirne. On this day particu1arly appro­
priated for the recolleEtion of national bIef-· 
lings, let us take h('ed unto Qurielves that we 
IO\le the Lord our God. Let us fear the 
Lord, and his goodnefs. And let us fuinnlon 
up all our powers in one united and vi~or­
ous afcription of praife. Bl~fs the Lord~· 0 
1J~)' Joul: and all that is ·within 1ne, bl~fs his 
ho£v nal1U. Rl~:(s tlze Lord, 0 1JLY .foul, and 
forget not all his benrfifJ. Allefuia : 1m tlze 
Lord God O1nnipotcnt Teigncth.. 

To conclude. Let us never forget, that 
the prefent is wholly a {hort and tran fitory 
cene. \'Vc arc beings of yeHerday, and. our 

on earth are but a U1Jdo\v. The king-
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doms of this world, in all their pomp and 
fplendor, are paffing. away like the pageant 
of a ,day. Shortly {haH the whole human 
race; be fwept off the fiag~ of time, and loR 
in the ocean of eternity . Yea, the earth it· 
kIf, and the' things which are therein, {hall 
Conn be burnt up. Fading and tranfitory as 
~ emblems of power, and the eniiul1S of 
roy.alty are, they are the attainments of but a 
few : i and they bring 'with them a wor1d of 
dangtr, ~iety,· and care. . B~t there ~ a 
glonous and permanent prolnOtlOn to \\o9hl~ 
the moil obfcure. on earth .mayafpire and 
reach. ,,\II the faints {hall be kings and prie~s 
of the moR high· God, and live and reign 
with him forever. T 0 this exalted felicity and 
glory let each of us afpire. Let us be look­
~ for new heavens and a new- earth, vrherein' 
dweUeth righteoufnefs: that· when \\ge rnall 
have done with all earthly things, we . nlay 
go to be: ever with the Lord. Into dllS 

evtrlaGlling kingdom, may an abundant en .. 
ttance be. admmiitered to each of us through 
riches of righteoufnefs and free grace in Je .. 
fus th e SaVIOur. Amen. 

J N J S. 


