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publication—with the hope that due allowance will
be made for its many errors and defects.

Yours, &c., very respectfully,
' JAMES A. LYON.



@hyistinnity and the Gl wws,

INTRODUCTION,

About the 20th of March last, some half dozen of
the supposed pirated Alricans, thut had been smug-
gled into the country by the ¢“Wanderer,” were
brought within the hearing of the church bells of
Columbus and offered for ssle. This excited the
disgust and indignation of many of our citizens, The
author of this Lecture, fearing that some of his friends,
being uninformed of the truc meral character of the
act, might be tempted to become a party in the crime
of those who offered them for sale, by purchase, thereby
invelving themselves in difficalty and disgrace, availed

himsolf of the first opportunity that offered of putting
o +

his fellow-eitizuns, and cenecially woung men for whom
be fecls the deepest interest, on their guard againat
such temptation. This opportunity was soon afforded
at & public and promiscucus meeting of the citizens,
sggembled to hear a lecture cn morals and manners:in
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time, the peopte were requested, by one of our most
distinguished and wealll:y planters, to remum oeated
and the author, being mvited to speak, gave ntterance
to the indignation the peoplo felt at being thus
insudted by the sforesaid violators of law who preaumed
that the high-tons’ moral and intelligent people of
Columsbus could  ‘ompted to become & party with
them in their high crime. These sentimeonts, how-
ever accordant with the views of the great majority
of +he citizens, as evinced by the significant and
creditable fact that the aforesaid bold violater of law
rusde no sale of his smuggled propeity in thia place,
were nevertheless not entirely without oppositien
suificient to creste a little excitement. This led the
auihor to give netice in his pulpit that he would, on
the following Sabbsth afternoon, deliver & lecture on
s Christianity inits relation f{o the civil laws,” This
acnounceinent brought the excilemcot fo ils scme
on the part of the few thut we shall term the Oppo-
gition-—¢ some,” a8 the ancient Ephesians in Payl’s
day, “crying one thing, and some another,” amongst
which ¢ confusior "’'—-it was gaid--that the author had

EIRUNCONUCY 100 juury A Warwing Lis 1NenUE BEaA
hecoming pavtize In the aforesaid high erimes l~that
it was intermeddling with things that did not belong
tohis'calling! Others admitted that the thing itself,

that 15, the warning of men againat the comumission
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of crime and great sins, was not so very much out
of the line of a clergyman’s duty, but that the time
and place of doing it was exceptionable—that the
Minister of the Gospel should not apeak against sin
and vice in the «treets and markets, but should remain
silent until, invested with gown and bands, he .gets
into the pulpit! These and similar criticisms, gave
occasion {0 the author ico preface his Lecture with
the following preliminary remarks—viz:

I have been amuseld at the discussions that have
taken place on the strests and elsewhere, by a certain
cless, as fo the prerogative of the pulpit! Individusis
who. make no pretension to religiop-—~who know
nething, scarcely, of the Bible—who can not tell the
difference botween ths * Apochrypha” and ‘Apoc-
alypwe’’«-or distinguish betwe: ¢ John the Baptist’’
gnd: ‘“John the Kvangelist,”” and ¢ Judas Iscsziot”
and * Judas the anthor of the Epistle,” with all the
self-confidence of - & ehurch dignitary, will gravely
pronounte on the prerogative of a Minister of the
Gospel—-and confidently decide as to what the Lord
Josus Chrige Aas and hes not commissioned his “am-
bassadora™ to ~proehim.!--whst is proper, B.Dd what
is no¢ peoper for the Minister of the Gospel, in trying
bumbly aad eonscientiously to discharge Lis duty, to
sy .and-to do!! 1 acascely know which the meore fo
odmire, the supercilious self~confidence or the sgnerance
of sach aclf-oonstituted arbiters of the pulpit’s pre-

3
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rogative! I know not but that it would be well for
the information and . comfort of such to deliver a
speciai Jecture on the proper prerogative of the puipit,
in which I should soon show that from the beginning
to the end of. the Bible~—both by precept and exam-
ple, by declaration and implication, it is made the
solemn duty of the  Watchmen on the walls of Zion"
to “cry aloud and spare not” against—what?-—~all
unrighieousness—and to inculcate—what ¥—all vnirtue!
~whick will extend to and embrace all th actions of
all men, high and low, rich and poor, bond and fres,
in, church snd state. He who fakes the ground that.
the Ministec of the Gospel tranecends his holy com-
migsion.in preaching against corruption in the state—
or wickedness in: ‘rulers, shows thereby that he-does.
not understand the first,principle of Bible teaching on
this. subject:. that he is pitiably ignorant of:.God's
waord,and;the practioa and pracept of Bible characteral
Such;doukitless, wonig pronounce. Moses to have heen.;
an intermeddler in: matters that.did not belongtulum
in daring to.confront. Pharaoh,’ the: great : monareh of
Egypt!.. Siuck would adjudge Samuel, Elijahi,’ere~
miahy; and the -prophets -te have transcended: theis.
prerogative ‘bgcause; they . repraved. Kings . fox theix:
wickedness!-xnd. John, the Baptist to, have. noted.
mdlmmlﬁ and :mhly in boldlm#ellm3 Herod ‘of :his
ﬂQIMQfMMWs TR ST YRR S Ll

 Nothing: cqun. he ;no;o abﬂq rd thgn the nogoy thas,,
the “ Ambassadors” of the “ King of Kings and Lord
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of Lords’ should ask sinners—consult the world, as to
wnat they should preach, or Aow, when or where!!
Paul, in the discharge of his duty as an Apostle of
the Lord Jesus Christ, did “not consult with flesh and
blood—but in ¢ the castle ”-—before kings—-in * the
market place’’—-by the “river side,” and on ¢“Mar’s
Hill,” the great court house of Athens, he lifted his
voice fearlessly against all unrighteousness! So in
like manner ought the successors of Paul to do the
same, in the same manner, and In the szame spirit.
The strange fancy that a Minister of the Gospel must
not open his mouth in proclaiming the truths of the
Gospel in warning men against sin and iniquity, and
in inculcating virtue, except in the pulpit, is simpiy
riuiculous! Who ever in.agined that Elijah waited
for a pulpit before he delivered his terrmble messages
against wicked rmlers! or that Jesus Christ carried a
pulpit about with him through the hills and valleys of
Palegtine! or that Paul, when ‘his spirit was stirred
in him,” called for a pulpit before he gave utterance
to truths that made kings tremble on their thrones!

I have recently requested my people, in the language
of Paul, (Eph: v1. 19, 20,) to pray *for me that
utterance may be given unto me, that I may open my
mouth boldly, to make krewn the mystery of the
Gospel, for which I am an Ambasscdor * * * that
therein I may speak boldiy as I ought to speak’—
and I trust their prayer has been graciously answered.
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With these preliminary remarks, 1 shall now pro-
ceed to discuss the main subject, which i3 Christranity

an s relations to the canl laws of the country.



LECTURE.

| MARK XI1: 17.
i Awp JESUS ANSWERING $A4ID UNTC THEM-—RENDER URTO (CX3AB THXR
TRINGA THAT ARk C28AR', AND 10 GOD TH: THINGS THAT ARE (oD's.”

I propose, at this time, to discuss & great moral
guestion of fearful importance—fearful, because of
its direct and powerful bearings upca the weal or the
woe of society, not only in 1ts social relations, bat
also in its organic and govermental aspects:—a ques-
tion, too, because of its moral and religious bearings,
that comes entirely within the province of the pulpit.

I do not propose te discuss politics. This I leave
to politicians, except when politics cross the line into
the domains of Christian morals, and invade the temri-
toriee of religion: then I will discuss so called politics,
since it thereby becomes & question of morals, aund a
legitimate subject for the pulpit.

I do not propose, 2t this time, to discuss the ques-
tion of ‘‘Slavery,” although strictly a pulpit theme,
as it is a Bible doctrine, and one that I have already
treated, in years gone by, ia this pulpit—the themeo
of my first disoourse being, * Slavery in the light of
the Bible,””~—and of my second, *Slavery in the
light of God's providence,”-—besides, I have delivered
elsewhere, and circulsted in print in this community,
still another discourse on the * Missicnary Aspect of
Afcdcan Slavery.”
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Neither is it my intentioz to discourse on the subject
of the “Slave Trade” between this country and
Africa: nor to enquire whether it would redound to
the best inerests of our country iu any asnse or aspect
whatsoever, religious, moral, economical, or politicak
to repeal existing laws on that subject—-although
I have very decided opinions on that question, and

shonld deem it perfectly proper, nay, a binding.duty,

on account of its great moral and religious bearing,
to express them if occasion required. But the present
ocoasion does not require 1if.

In short, I d¢ not intend to investigate the intrinsic
propriety or umpropriety of any .existing law. DBut
the great theme of my present Lecture is the Bible
command~~the christian duty of every citizen to
‘“ Render unto Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and
to God the things that are CGod’s,’-—or, in other
words, to reverence and obey Civil Law, which, in
this country, to which the eyes of all nations are
turned, 1s our only King!

My right, privilege and duty to discuss this subject,
will hardly be called -in question by any one, except
such as are wholly ignorant of the duties pertaining
to the office of the Christian ministry, and of the
maoral: questions that:come within the:domains of the
Christisn pulpit. - It is my- righit, my privilege, my
duty ‘to discuss the grast doctrine of my text, because:

- FirsT. I am a CITIZEN, not only with. equal rights
and immunities with others, a part of the body politic,.
and & constituent of the-ecommenwealth, with common
interests at stike, with a common future, .and with
the same patriotic ‘hopes and aims, but I am bound,
68 such, to contribute my due proportion of influence
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towards the prosperity of the body politic of which I
am & member, and from which I receive protection.

SEcOND. 1 am not only a citizen, bat I am more: I
‘am the HEAD OF A FAMILY, the FaTHER of little
children, who are now receiving an education, which
no vigilance can guard agsinst—no cauticn can ward
off, from their surroundings—from what they see and
~ heat'ip the every day walks of life—from the common

 sentiment in the midst of which thev live and move
and breathe: and an education, foo, that is to shape
their destiny for life, and be as lasting as eternity!
and hence, influenced by the feelings and the affections,
the hopes and the fears of a father, I don’t want my
child to imbibe, from the moral atmosphere in which
he breathes, sentiments adverse to the weord of od,
injurious to the well-being of society, and destruczive
to his future hopes and prosperity as a successtl o1
good - citizen. It is a duty that I owe my swn
oftspring to try to throw the salt of heaiih, and
morality, and wvirtve mto that society arui public
sentunent, that 18 to stamp their charncters with
moral lineaments lasting as ceaseiess ages!

Tairp. It 18 my pury, not only as a private citizen
but as a Minister of the Gospel, to aid in establishing
civil law and public order. - The truth is, the pulpits
of the land are the pillars of civil power, and must of
niecessity be so in ail really free governmenta. This
is almost a truism. It is eminently verified in the
past history of .our country. - Ministers of the Gospel
led the ‘Pilgrims’’ that brought Liberty and Pro-
testant Chritianity to New kEngland. The name of
an eminent- Minister. of the Glospe! is signed to the
immortal ¢ Declaration of Independence.” Mimsters
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of the Gospel commingled with the revolutionary
arnies, aiding them with their counsel, with their
prayetrs, and with their blood! Washington, and the
leading politicians of that day, when thé: comstitution
of the United States was promulgated, and was of
doubtfal auccess, invoked the aid of the Ministers of
the Gospel in carrying it into successful effect. Gen-
eral Jaekson, during ‘the late war,” was essisted by
Ministers of the Gospel in sounding the tocsin,
raising the clans for freedom, and descending like an
svalanche upon the invaders of our shores, and driving
them from our borders! Nay, how long, think you,
the free government of these United States, or any
State government would last, were there no pulpits
in the land? Pull down theae pulpits, close these
clx: ch doors, muflie these church bells, and banish the
Me.igter of the Gospel from the land, and where would
yout bussizd FricAdom be in less than a iustrum of
years?. The yjusmiion neds o answer. How perfevtly
abward; then, is it, ané how indicative of ignoranee,
ior axiy one to imagime $hat it is net my poTY, 88 well
28 my privilege, to ehforos tie doétrine of my text,
and eid in establishing vivil iaw and public order!

- Feoonrn: -Bat stillfertier; it is -tot optionsl with
meé Whether I with temiin silent, threugh o shrinking
and’ osrhid - polivy, dietatéd by 1ounanly feavs, un-
woithy -of an * Ambassedor™ of the Lord Jesus
Chtist-—for he whe is r.ot willing, if need be, to
sietifice M life for the.tr.ih that he presches; is not
fit to: hodd that highest ofice among weny ['soy it is
not ontierdl ‘witic me whether I will or will not
piesch obedience to Civil Laws, sin¢e it'is a Bible
dectrine olearly; repeatedly, abundantly set forth in
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the Word of (Qod, and therefore, as a Minister of the
Word, I dare not hesitate to do 1it.

The doetrine of the text is most explicit and ex-
actly to the point:—*“ And they” (the Jews) *‘sent
unte him certain of the Fharisees and of the Herodians
to catch him in his werds;” and, after & good deal
of artful flattery, they said unto him, ¢ Master, is it
lawful to give tribute to Cresar or not? shall we
give? or shall we not give?” You will bear in
mind that the government of the country was 2
usurped one, won by the sword—not republican, not
christian, but despotic and pagan. Obedience to
Ceesar (by which was meant the Roman government)
was believed by the Pharisees to be a violation of the
Theocracy in which no other king was recognized but
God. Powerful, therefore, was the inducement, in
the estimation of the Jews, fo take ground against
obedience to civil law. Indeed, if it were possible to
fimd a valid argument against obe lience to civil law,
whilst at the same time we recognize our obligation
to the faw-making power, it certainly would be found
here, since ‘{0 pay tribute to Ceesar’” might be
construed into a virtual support of usurpation, and
of a pagsa government in suppased contravention of
the Theocracy of the Jewish Comstitution! But
wliat was the answer of him in whom dwelt all the
fulness of the God-head bodily, and who epeke as
never man spake? It was-—*Render nnto Csser
the' thinge that are Cmsar's, and to Gtod the things
that ere God’s:”—which teaches not only the duty
of obedience to eivil law, as all. commentators agree,
but, sceording to Doctor Joseph A. Alexander, “the
two duties are in perfect harmony, and rest upon one
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and the same principle.” ¢“By rendering to Coesar
what is his, you render unto GGod what is hs.”

In view of such teaching, therefore, on the psrt of
the great Founder of Chnstiarity, well might we
expert to find his Apostles and Disciples every where
inculcating the same doctrine. Take the following
as & specimen: Paul says-—*Let every soul be
subject unto the higher powers. Kor there 18 no
power but of God; the powers that be are ordained
of God.” Peter says—*‘‘Submit yourselves to every
ordinance of man for the Lord’s sake: whether it be
to the king as supreme: or the gevernors, as unto
them that are sent by him for the punishment of evil
doers, and for the praise of them that do well.”

The Old Testament is equally explicit in its teaching
on this subect: “Thou shalt not revile the gods,”
(the civil authorities) *“‘nor curse the Ruler of thy
people”—* Fear thou the Lord and the King, and
meddle not with them that are given to change’ -~
4Curse not the Xing, no not in thy thought.”” Peter
speaks of those whomn the Lord will reserve to the
day of judgment to be punished, ‘But chiefly them
that deapise Government, and: are:not afraid $o.spesk
evil.of ignities.”’ ..Jfanl: again»eshorto -4 Be subjeot
not -only. for. wrath,but for conscience sake’’--4‘ ['or
thig cause pay yetribute also: for they are alsoGod's
minigters, attending continually upon this very thing.
Render, therefore, to:all their dues: tribute t0. whom
tribute is. due; oustom to whom custom; fear te whom
fear; hopor to. whom honer.”— Put them in mind to
be suhjeot. to principelities and powers to obey magis-
tratos 't Whoever résistoth, yesirteth the Qrdinance
of God; and they that resist shall receive damnation.!’
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How 18 it possible for the houest and fearless Am .
bassador of the Lord Jesus Christ to Keep his hins
caled on the great doctrine of the text i view of
the abundant, the overfiowing, the tremendous utter-
ancer of oly Wnt, clearly and éxpliettly pointing
out and enjoining hie dutv on that subject?

Frern. But once more, 1t i8 sy duty peculiarly as
a Presbyterian Mumister to inculcate the duty of
obedience to eivil laws, becanse it v made ro by o
separate and distinet article 1w the eveed-—the “ Con-
fession of Fauth™ of the great chureh of which T am
an humble Minister.  Chapter XXIIL of the Con-
fosston of Faith treate “Or e Civin Macistrare,’?
and Nectron IV, of that Chapior resas as follows, vizz

14 ig the dut}' of the pt*ﬂ}‘lh' 1o prdy for Mu;ﬁ;l:lrn:w:, to honor ther per-
sons, 1o pay thew tribate ond other dues, i0 obey their Inwfol cominundsy,
2nd to be eubject to their authonity, for conscience sake,  lafidelity, or dif-
feveneo an religien doth pot mukc voud the Magistente's just and legal au-
thurity, nor free the people from dae obedi nee $o hin”

But it is needless; my hearers, for me to dwell o
this part of my subject. 'That it is my right, my -
prvilege, my duty—as o citizen with common rights
and nmmumitles, aad nterest: in the present and
fntare of our country-—as a futher of children that
are growing up and imbibing an ineffaceable moral
character- from the social atiosphere m which they
hve—as a friend aud supporter of the free and
republican iusfitutions of this great country, where 1
expect to live aud die, and my posterity after me—an
an Ambassador of Jesus Christ, “ King of Kings and
Ford of Lord<,” who has commirsioned me, and
commanded me to preach obedience to civil lawe as &
christian duty-—and an humble Minister of the wide-
extended, conservative, end powerful Presbyterian
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Church 1n these United States, whose creed enioins
it as & part of my faith and practice --I repeaft, as
such, it is needless any longer to advocate my high
privilege—my solemn duty, to enforce the doctrine
of my text, the duty of reverential respect and
obedience to civil laws. Nor would I have dwelt so
long, nor half so long, on this part of my subject,
had it not embodied the very gist and ini~row of the
great theme which I am discussing. Indeed, wore I
to stop here and say no more, I consider that I have
“said enough to satisty every Bible-reader and Bible-
believer, that it is the binding duty of every Chiistian,
and every good citizen, to render by act. and by
word, and by every other lawful influence, respect
and obedience to the constitutional laws of the land,
so long as the laws remain unrepealed, and we
recognize our allegiance to the Governinent that
ordains them.

But there are other aspects of this interesting
subject, to which I desire now respecttully to call
your attention. It cannot have escaped the serious
and reflecting observer of the signs of the times, that
the tendency of things for the last few years has
been calculated to awaken the well grounded feurs,
and to excite the painful apprehensions of every
patriotic citizen. It would seemn that mobocracy aud
1awlessness are becoming the order of the day through-
out the entire length and breadth of our country!
As illustrations of this fearful and rapid tendency, I
would instance the frequency with which the laws of
the United States have been openly trampled under
foot in New England, the honored cradle of American
liberty :—the rebellion in Kansas, so destructive of
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life, property, and good morals :—the numerous vigi-
lant-mobs, fearful and terribie in their lawless ten-
dencies, that have disgraced many of our large cities
and fowns :—the fillibustering expeditions along our
southern and western borders :—and the general dis-
position to trample upon law. and set its officers at
defiance every where :—and most alarming ot all is
the cowardly disposition of many of the law-abiding,
and order-loving part of the comimumty, which coun-
stitute for the most part & large majonty, if they did
but know 1it, to wink at. or te shrink from oppesing
and boldly denouncing such fearful and destruetive
tendencies to inevitable ruin! I have lived long
enough, and my experience has been such, as to con-
vince me that two or three dozen of reckless, wicked
men, can make the impression in a community of as
many thousand that therr opinion 18 public opinion !
The sober, quiet, substantial part of any commumty
are tor the wmost part modest and shrinking—rzoo
shrinking for the public good. They have a grear
aversion to comiag into collision with any railing
opposition. They are quiet, and silent; and then
voice ig not heard nor their arm raised 1n antagonisin,
And hence they are erroneously thought to acquiesce
with the noisy !'—Indeed they theinselves do not know
their own strength. Whereas on the contrary the
lawless and reckless few make a great out-cry, trom
the fact that wickedness is a very active virus in the
bosom of man, and nerves him with unwanted energy.
Moreover such for the most part loosen their tongues,
and add to their garrulous propensities by artificial
stimulants, so that they are bold. fearisss, and brazen
in uttering their lawless sentimints, and most vocifer-
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ous 1 thewr nuseemly screams and vells at the hustings
im applanding vicieus opinions—and if the world
were to judge by the hidecous noise made on such
occasions—oand alas! too many do—they would
conclude, as Elijah did of old, that all Israel had
wone ofter Buaal! Whereas, it they were to rise up
as one man—speai out and declare their sentiments,
chey would hnd to their joy and astonishment, that
they were the people—and the lawless and reckless
were as yet but the faction! 1 can assure you my
fellow-citizens thot if our gloricus country is ever
driven to destruction, as porterded by the present
lawless tendencies throughout the land, it will be

done by the young, self-willed, ambiticus Phaigtiens .

on both sides of “the line,” who will grasp the
reins, and lash the fame-breathing steeds into madness,
whilst the sober, quiet, modest, order-loving, gread
majonity will be culpable lookers on!!  We do not
know our strength-—and the rcason we do not know
1t, 18 that. we do not speak out, and let our voices be
heard. The righteous should be * bold as 2 lion*"—
and teel and act as Isaiah did when he said—** for the
- Lord God will help me; therefore shall I not be
confounded ; thercfore have I set my face like a flint,
and I know that I shall not be ashamed.”” I repeat,
that nothing1s more slarming in the present tendency
of things, than the shrinking quiescence of good
men. This muy be accounted for in part, in addition
to explanations alrcady given, by an madequate
apprehension of our real danger. He who are grown
up men, an! hove loug since had our principles of
faith and pructice firmly established, do not feel that
we ourselves are in any danger of being carried away
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hy such disorderly tendencies. True, but we forget
how short a time it requires for our children fo grew
ap and becorne actors, zealous, selt-willed, head-strong
actors on the great theatre of political affairrs!  Please
bear in mind that it requires only twenty-one years
to travel from the cradle to the beallot-hox—and less
time than that in this dynasty of “ young Amernica,”™
to shoulder a musket, gird ou a howie-knite, and
pocket a revolver, and set parental and all other
authority at defiance! Here hies the dreaded danger:
not that we, the fully grown up and mature, are able
to be much influenced by the tendenctes alluded to.
but the danger is that the Ruing Generation, whe 1 &
Siort time, long before your head and mime are laid
.uder the sod, it we live out the ordinarye term ct
haman life, will have the remms of Government, the
law-making power in their own hands; this generation
will and must of necessity receive an educabion, &
bent, a bias trom this disorderly state of things, deeply
ingraven as in rock, and ineffaceable as the laws ot
mind and of nature, which will inevitably shape thewr
destiny and the destiny of our country! Nowinview
of these facts and considerations which are indispu-
table, I appeal to you, fathers and heads of families,
and patriotic citizens, young and old, whether it be
not the bounder duty of every one of us to set our
faces like a flint against this lawless tendency, and to
use our utmost endeavors to stay the immoral influence
that is so rapidly, and so inevitably raoulding the
mnnds and hearts of our children who will so soon
mould and control the country, which in time ia
destined, for good or for evil, for the weal or woe of
eur specie¢s, to influence the world ! !
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The position 18 now tuken by some good men, and
advocated with great learning and abihty that
Amenrica, protestant America, is the * Restored Israel
of God,” promised m such glowing terms by the
ancient prophets. Arnd if it be so, if America i8
indeed to become the  comised Land” to the down
trodden people of God, the ‘great high way” of
the nations, and the morsl Light-House whose
effulgent radiance high and liifted up is o penetrate
with benten rays all lands, and is it not a grand
thought well caleulated to ennoble every Amerlean
bosom ! will 1t not Hrmish @ most powertal stnnnlus
to every christian, to every philanthropist, to every
geod mau, to use his utinost endeavors, to heal, purity,
and preserve 1 1ts wdegrity this great Natlon, that,
united and harinoniouy, ix so soon to give laws to the
whole earth ¥

We feel prond of our Government, and justly. It
18 called by the Natious of the world “Tur GREAT
RepuBric!”  But I can assure you, my hearers, that
1ts glory consists in bemng Christizn.  And whenever
Christian prineiples cease to have their influence in
our Legislative bodics, that moment we enter a
current that sweeps us into the mielstrom of political
destruction, resulting in anarchy first, and despotism
next ! ¢ The edifice of human liberty,” says
Professor M. B. Hope, ¢ can stand secure only when
it rests upon the Bible; for this conclusive reason,
that the intelligence, and still more the meoral
principles, which we have seen to be cssential, cannot
in the npature of the case exist, and in point of fact
never have existed permanently, except under the
illuminating, renovating and commanding influence of
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the Christion revelation.™  “[ft1s the spinttnal life
and power of Christianity moulding cur institutions,
actuating our rulers and law-makers, and controlling
the moral principles of our people, in virtue of thenw
personal subjection to its sway, and nothing else, that
can successtully eounteraet the evids which are ever
risiny  up to threaten the hife of our national
freedom.”

The great Washington in his Address to the peopie
of the United States deelining being considered a
candidate for re-election to the Presidency, makes use
of the jollowing language ;< Of all the disposifions
and habits which fead to political prosperity, religion
and morality are mdispeusable supports. In vam
would that man clann the tribute of patriotisin whe
would labor to subvert these great pillars of human
happiness, these firmest props of the duties of men
and ecitizens. The mere politician, equally with the
pious man, ought to -erpect and to cherish then.
And let us with caution indulge the supposition that
morality can be maintained without religion.  What-
ever may be conceded to the influence or refined
education on minds of peculiar structure; reason and
experience both forbid us to expect that nationa!
morality can prevail in exclusion of religious prin-
ciple.”

““ The framers of our Constitution,” says the
celebrated Wads. orth, “recognized their obiigations
to act as 1n the everlasting presence of a higher than
human authority. Ana they did act as in such
presence. Protestant Christianity is positively part of
our common law, and part of our Constitution. The
civil law of this lund lifts a Protestant Bible in every
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oficial imauguration, and proclaims the Sabbath ax
conxecrated to (Hod, alike in the hails of our ighev
national « auetl, and o the mdest hnt of the
borderer,”’
“Chnostiamty,’
xylvauia, “gocoeral Uhristianity 1y and always has
heen a part of the common law of Pennsylvania * *
Christianity with liberty ot conscience to all men.”
“IFrom the tune of Bractou not to go tarthe v baek.”
«ays the same  authority, “Christiamity  has been
recetved as part of the common law of England.”

?

says the Supreme (‘ourt ot PPen-

“No free Government exists i the wornd,” contiues
the sanie ingli autnority, “unless where Christiauity
iv acknowledged and is the religion of the country.
So far from Clristianity, as e counzel contensds,
being part of the machivery necessary to despoisim,
the reveese v the fact.  Christiinty i3 part of the
common law of this State. 16 13 not proclanned by
the conmnanding voice of any human supertor, but
expressed in the cabm and nuld aceenty ot cusiomary
law. Its foundations are broud and strong and deep;
they are laid in the authority, the interesix, the

affections ot the people.”

Daniel Webster, one of the greatest, it not the very
greatest, exponent of the law our couutry has ever
produced, says:

“Christianity is part of the law of tho land. This was the osse amony
dhe Puaritans of New England—the Fpiscopalinns of the Nouthern States -
o Pennsylvanis Quakers, tho mnss of the followers of Whiteflold »ud
Wosloy, and tho Presbyterians; ull brought, and all adoptod this great
druth, nud all have sustained it. Aud where thore i any roligioua sentiment
smovgsl mon at all, this sentiment incorporates tsolf with tho law. Kraery
Ming declares it The massive cathedreal of tly Catholis; tho Eplicopa-
ian church, with its lofty apire pointicg hearvonward; the plain tomplo ot
die Quaker; tho log church of the hanly pionoer of tho wilderness; the
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mementoes and mowmorials arcund and about ug; the consecratod grave-
yvards, their tombstones and epitaphs; their gilont vaulls, their mouldertng
cantenta; all attest 14, The dead vreve oo o well ag the Lirany. The
panerations thal bave gone before speak to it pidd prenvunce it from the
tomb. We feel 1t.  All all procleim that christianity, gonersl, tolornant
cirrtshiamty, indopendent of secta and parties, 13 the law of tho tand

Now, my hearers, what 15 the evitable iference
—-the grand conclusion that is toreed sipon us by this
conjoint, harmonious, and eloquent iestnuony of
philosophers, sages, law-makers, and supreme judges,
all agrecing and all deelanuge as with one voice and
with one tongue, that christianity is—not oulv an
indispensable element of our moral well being—not
only anessential mliar to the permanency and stability
of our free o anent—Dbut more, that 16 s 1tself *a
PART OF THE COMMON LAW OF THE LANDY' The
aference, the grand conelusion s, thar disoledience

£7 {'Héz IHH' iS-—-—-El“kL‘ I tllt? jilti:uu'm i}I' iih]i‘!!l
commentators, aud legal exponders of the highest
anthority —REBELLINN AGAINST Gion!

In thiy country, Law is our oily Kine; aud we,
cach mdividual member of society, are the pitlars of
his sublune throne. It i our ouly protection and
safe-guard. 1t 13 the exponent of public sentiment
coustitution:lly expiessed—and is strong, not on
socount of its pains ana penalties in the letter, nor of
the brute force, as in despotic countries, that may
attend its administrat.on, but on account of its hold
on the affections of the people.  Thegefore to violate
iaw—to set it st definnce, or to deféat 1ts design and
intention, by any other than the constitutional means
—that 15, by repeal at the ballot-box, or by the
decision of the Supreme Court, i8 virtuaPtreason, and
real, unvarnished wickedness: 1t i8 a criine against
(iod, and against man'
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Men may, on sudden emergencies, somefimes act,
not in violation of s w, but without the forms ¢f law
—~that is, do 1n the absence of law, wha! the law
would do i’ it could be brought "o Lear.  But this 1s
¢ very different Giing from acting contravy to and in
violation of the luws of a Govermment whieli we still
recognize, and to which we stll profess to owe
allegiance.  Sich irreverence for constituted anthori-
ties, such disubedience to eivil law, 18 not tenocent——
nay, it 18 a crone, that will adiit or no jusiiiation,
ner even of palliction, m this republican country,
wiiere the opinon of a najority, constitutionally
expressed, makes law; asud which law, if wrong,
unwise or defeetive, may be deelared inoperative and
<ot aside by the Supreme Cowrt—I say, resistance to
such Governent—a Govermnent to which yon still
profess allegiance—wilful dixehedience to sueh law,
and the advocacy of sich sentiaents 18 not imnocent,
it 18 pernielous, hecause it leads direetly to wrong, to
violence, to moboceracy, to anarchy, to bload-shed and
to destruction.  Let ue fest this assertion:  Suppose
oune hundred men, or one hundred thousand, 1t matters
not, any number less than the law-makiug majonty—
determine to violate a law, I care not on.what plea,
I ask whether, on the same principle, ten men may
not do the same? And if ten may, will not the same
logic justify one? What is the difference? Where
will this doctrind.Jead to? A child can answer that
1t will lead to the destruction of all law, and all
organized Government! Might will make nght.
This will repult, first, in the formation of numerous
small marauding bands—then of larger and fewer—

and last, of an iron despotism! Now I ask can a
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principie ever, or In any instance, be right, that
logically and mevitably leads to such appalling
results?  Clan “a good tree bring torth evil frat?”

But again, if a minority, I cave not how large and
respectable 1omay be, has a right to violate civil faw,
and to resist acknowledged authority, (for 1 am not
discussiug a casus belly, nor the justifiable grounds ot
a revolution,) it they wmay resest the law of the
majority, has not the majority the very sane right, to
sy the least, to enforce thew faw? and what w this
put to advocate cwvil war and bloodshed? the most
horrid of all evily, the legttunuate fruits of the most
perntelcus of all sentiments!!

The advocacy of such lawless sentinents; 15 wrong
1in theory and ruinous tn practice, becaunse it moulids,
with pewertul and fearful vaondity, the minds and
hearts of the young and risiiiy generation, who ure
50 soon te vountrel the destinles ot this great and
coustantly expauding nation.  The impression thai i
makes upon my lhittle son, and upon yvours, is iiot
favorable to their growing up to be law-abiding
citizeus, It is this laxness of speech, and want ot
revereuce for constituted law and euthority—law
made by sworn legislators, supposed to be the wisest
and i.est amongst the people, that is the true cause of
80 much lawless conduct in different parts of the land,
onr owu streets not excepted.  How iny heart sickens,
to hear law-makers, and grave senators in our
legislative halls, and men in high places—whose
irreverent and reckless flippancy is echoed by a
thousand lesser but self-constituted arbiters of public
weal-—speak with as much indifference of scvering
this glorious Union, the admiration of the whole
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world, erccted upon, the fortunes, the hives and sacred
honrors ot our fathers, and baptized with thewr tears,
their prayers and their blood, as though it were o
thing of noughi-—a mere child’s bauble—a foot-hall
o ho kicked out of the way!!

Aud bere 1 cannmot refrain froin transeribing the
prayer of the mmmortal Washington, contained in his
“ Circular Letter,” addressed to the Governor of the
several States, trom the head-quarters of the United
States army. 1t 13 1 these solemn words:

“I now mako it my ournost prayer that God woald have you, and tha
State vver which you preside, in his hely protection; that he woull iocling
the hearts of the citizens to enltivato w spirit of subordination and obedivnee
to Govornment; te entortain o brotherly affection and love fur one another,
for their follow-citizens of the Uaitad Statez at large—aad particulariy for
their broturen who have sorve Vin o feld—and finally that He would »ice
graciously Le pleased to disp o0 i all to ) justics, to love merey. and
demean ourselyes with that charity, humility, and pacific tempor of mind
which woro the characteristics of tie divine Author of our blessed religion;

without an humble imitation of whose exainple in these things wo can neyver
hope to be a liappy nation.”

With the least particie of snch a spirit as dictated
that patnotic prayer, it would be mmpossible to indulge
in those dreadful imprecations against the Government
and the Union with which our halls and hustings so
frequently resound. Such reckless speech 18 not
innocent, as it will not be without deleterious effect.
Let some one, whom the people honor, denounce and
vilify, from day to day and from year to year, yow,
the father, in the hearing of your Liule boy, your own
child, and think you it will not be without evil effect
-~that your child will not grow up with diminished
love a&nd respect—nay, positively wanting in reverence
and affection for you? It would be a wiracle if he
did not. Would yon risk it? Would you suffor it?
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No, tiot for a moment!  And will nol the very same
elicet be produced upon all our elnldren, who will
soon reach man's estate, and upon ol the weak, silly
and untiunking ot the land, by hecaving unre mlkmi
and ureeacingly this flippant ribaldry about severing
the Union!-—splitting the Unton!——pulling down the
yullars of our great republican throne, as thonghar
were anoiher Dagon's TUemple!l--and  sending  an
srrow, dipped e the poison of 1enovanes and tanati-
cist, to the hoart of the Ameviean Koele, whoge
wiige uow overshadow the entive continent!  Noy no,
my hearery, Toean assire vou thoel sueh daring
banguage, cuelyirrevevent «oeech, wiken, of H'!lli't'l*i‘ T
wicked, 11 not sinecree, i ot ety and wiched, s not
plesung to the wber, Thindd e el tm,:lm- it of
the communmity; nay, 1 = posttively pambl, as it 15
ecrfanly dangerous, i that il ediestss our children:
16 1= Thoceiore not goot poa e bad ante ad worse
morals—Iet us therefore v envonrage i

flow the despotsoof the 0 World wonld ebucekle
with unsuppressed glee arul eauitation, fo see this
giorions, but to them terrtble, Union severed o
fragmenis!  Aod how {ty wouid, with destruetive
art, play upon the diiforent parts; as did Philip of
Macedon upon the factions of Greeee, until we were
M consmined!  Aud oh! whut a swd proepeet ma the
eyes of the zeatons Chostien, who regards this united,
homogeneons, chrietion Government as the great
Svangetizer whiell is to give, not only law, but the
Gospel to the world!  lHow can we regard the
enemies of the Union o any other hight than as the
enemies of God, the enemues of a pure church, and
the enemies of the human race!
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I am a firm believer in ¢ Manifest Destiny.” 1 have
not a doubt but that in due time-—which will be
God’s time-~a time not forced, not brought about by
the violation of law and justice, but In due time,
that all these Southern Islands, and all these Southern
Anarchies, for they deserve no better name, will fall
into our hands as a ripe apple falls to the ground.
But that ¢ Manifest Destiny” that attempts to go In
advaace of law and God’s providence, is manifest
outrage and wickedness which will not prosper! It
i3 a remarkable faet, not generally recollected, that
we have an account of a fillibustering party recorded
in the Bibie, which I will read. It was a party in
the “¢camp of Israecl,” that determined, contrary to
the commund of Moses, te take the “promsed land”
betore God’s time! The record, which you will find
in the XIV. chapter of the Book of Numbers, and
which I will now read, will inform you as to the
upshotl of that fillibustering expedition:

‘““ And they rose up early in the morrning, and gat
them up into the top of the mountain, sayiug, lo, we
be here, and will go up into the place which the Lord
hath promsed, (llel'e 135 therr faith in  “maenifest
destiny,”’) for we have sinmed. And Moses said,
wherefore now do ye transgress the commandment of
the Lord? But it shall not prosper. Go not up, for
the Lord 18 not among you: that ye be not smitten
before your enemies. For the Amalakites, and the
Canaanites are t.aere before you, and ye shall {ull by
the sword: becauce ye are turned away from the
Lord, therefore the Lord will not be with you. But
they presumed to go up to the Hill Top, nevertheless
the Ark of the Lord and Moses departed not out of
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the camp. Then the Amalekites came down, and
the Cansanttes, which dwelt m that hill, apd smote
them, and discomifited them even unto ITormah.”
And so 1t will be with every other hillibustering
expedition which, 1 vieolation of the laws of (Yod
and the laws of man, attempts to anticipate God's
providence.

But there 13 one other evil resulting from this
tendency to encroach npon law and order, from thix
laxness of speecl, and want of revercuee for law
made by sworn legislators, that s loonnng +p teavtully
1n all parts of our great country ; it s this: [reverence
tor law begets prreverence for law-makers and
administralors of law, whieh, 1 turn, will soon
result i our besi men not conseuting to become
legislators and government officers!  The evil of this
state of things will be perfeetly astounding!  Who
enn depiet the future of our contry when good men,
ot of sheer =eli-respeet, refuse to condescend to
tuke part i our legislative eonueils and the afivies of
the government; waen the sword, the purse, the
army, and the navy of the country full into the hands
of ambitious, bad men! I can assure you, my hearers,
that, according to my judgment and observation, the
current of popular ebailition and utierunce, nay more,
of overt action, i8 fearfully tending in that direetion !

Let me say, m covclusion, that in this “Great
Republie,” this «Free Country,” where public sen-
timent, constitutionally expressed, is law, every good
citizen should reverence law, and feel individually
aud morally responsible for its faithful execution.
‘What can the officers of the law do in this free country,

where military force would be a stigma upon our
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boasted frcedom, unless they ave sastained by the
people? Let it be a maxim written upon the mind,
the heart, the conscience of every Aerican citizen,
that each and every member of the community is
responsible for the welfare of the whdle! Con-
sequently each one 18 bound to thiak—is bound to
@:faw an apmmn—-—m bound to give utterance to his
sentiments—and is bound to wse A# wnfluence, much
oz little, in support of virtue and the suppression of
of vice! Timidity in e*{pi'esaing cur opinions in
relation to moral conduct is very wprel:emzble. To
be silent i this land where public sentiment is law,
and the only law, 18 to be virtually a party in the
ffansgression. We are all watchmen upon the walls
of public welfare—and are all bound to *ery aloud
and epare not” when we see the danger. Ambrose,
an eminent father of the ancient chumh, Was aeCls-
temed to say, “As we must give an account for our
idle words, so likewise must we for our idle silence.”
May the Lord add his blessing, for Christ’s sake,

AMEN.




