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I TIMOTHY iv. &,

—(GODLINESS is profitable unto all things, having proms
ife of the life that now is, and of that which is to come.

N all fituations and conditions of life, true rel.
gion is of the firft importance. It 1s the folace

of thofe, who are placed in the vale of poverty and
aflli¢tion ; the fweetener of all the unambitious en-
joyments, of the middle walks of private life ; and
the highe{t ornament t6 the perfons, and charatters
of the rich, the honorable, and the great.  Without
it, no man can be either truly, or laftingly happy.
Were this divine guelt to be banifhed from the fo-
ciety of men, this world would become but the a.
bode of folly and wretchednefs ; and man, with all
his boafted reafon and fuperiority, inferior, in point

of real enjoyment, to the herds who graze the
fields.

THE fentimenis of St. Paul on this {ubjed, are
clearly exprefled in our text and context. After
cautioning Timothy to avoid perplexing him{elf and
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others, with the fabulous traditions of the Jews, and
their endlefs genealogies,and exhorting him, like the
athleticks in the Grecian games, to exert his utter.
molit labor and diligence, in purfuing and promoting
the doltrines and duties of true piety, as an argu-
ment to enforce the whole, he introduces the words
ot our text.  Godlinefs is profitable unto all things, ba-
ving promife of the life that now is, and of that which is
10 conie.

TuESE motives to godlinefs, though firft addrefi-
ed to Timothy, apply with equal force and propri-
ety to all men, of every age and condition. The
import of the textis briefly this, ¢ Godlinefs is ev-
ery way advantageous.  Whoever fhall experience
the power of it, will thence derive a rich harveft of
cain.  Befide the crown of immortal glory, which
it infallibly fecures to its pofieflor, it will produce the
hicheft fatisfaction, of which the human mind is
capuble, in the prefent {tate of exiftence. 1Its ad-
vantages are eminent in all {tations, and fituations,
and 1n the profecution of every bufinels, proper to
engage the attention of mankind.”

Ir then godlinefs have promifes of good to be en-
jeyed in this lite, as well as in that which is to come,
it it be profitable unto all things, we may doubtlefs
with fafety conclude, that effetual aid may be deri-
ved from it, in the admimftration of civil governe
ment ; and that, if generally and faithfully prac-
tifed, it would moft eflentially contribute toward
obtaining for, and fecuring to a community, all the
important ends of its inftitution.

To illuftrate this obfervation, is the propofed obe
ject of the prefent difcourfe. Preparatory to which,
a concife view of the nature of godlinefs, and of
the ends of civil government wili firft be taken,



ELECTION SERMON. 4

I Pty

GoprLiNess 1s a term ufed in two fenfes; the
one limited, and the other more gcneral. In its
limited fenfe, it includes only the duties of piety to-
ward God. Inits general fenfe, 1t comprifes all the
duties prefcribed by the chnftian religion; thofe
which we owe to our fellow-men, and to ourfelves,,
as well as thofe which we owe to God. 'The apof-
tle, in our text, ufes the term in its moft general
{cnfe, as appears froin the extenfive benefits, which,
he affures us, will flow from a faichful prattice of
its various duties. Thefe duties cannot now be mi-
nutely detalled. It may however be proper to ob-
{erve in general, that they may be divided 1m0 four
clafles, the dutics we owe to God, to Chrift, to our
fellow-men, and to ourfclves.

In the firlt of thefe, are comprifed fupreme love
to God, a fixed dependance on, and a humble truft
in him, a cordial {ubmiflion to his providential dif-
penfations, together with conformity to his revealed
will

In the fecond, are included faith in the mediator,
accompanied with a daily and fincere attention ta
him, confidcred as our teacher,our example and law-
giver, our advocate and interceffor with the father.

in the third, are contained unmiverfal love to man-

kind, mercy, juftice, beneficence, truth and the for-
givenels of injuries.

Tre fourth, comprehends the grace;s of humility,
mccknels, prudence, fortitude and felf-government.

Avr the before mentioned virtues are briefly com-
prehended, by our divine mafter, in the following
expreflive words. ¢ Thou fhalt love the Lord thy
God, with all thy heart, and thy neighbour as thy-

{elf.” 7T hefe unitedly conftitute that godlinefs, which
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1s urged on us in our text, as being every way con-
ducive to the advancement, of all the important in-
tereils of mankind.

BuTt in order to determine, how far godlinefs
contributes to the obtainment of the great ends of
civil inftitutions, it will be neceflary to enquire what
thofe ends are ! Or what are the great objeéls, all
governments ought to purfue, and which all good
governments actually do purfue, though with dit-
terent degrees of fuccefs ! Thefe, it is fuppofed, may
be all comprehended in the following particulars.

i. THE primary objet of civil inftitutions 1s to
prevent thofe evils, which, confidering the deprav-
ity of mankind, would certainly refult from a ftate
of nature.

SevLrisuNess 1s the predominant principle of fal-
len man. 'This, by bemng {fupreme, neceflarily ex-
cludes the fear of God, and benevolence to our fel-
low-men.  And among a number of individuals, un-
united by any focial compat, would produce a ftate
of conftant mutual hoftility. In fuech a fituation,
jarring interefts would at once enkindle the fire, and
conftantly fan the flame of difcord ; and of courfe
bantfh peace and fecurity. No protettion, except
what may be derived from perfonal prowefs, can be
cbtained by individuals, in a ftate of nature. Life
and property are cqually infecure. Tndeed without
fome kind of civil affociation, the laft muft be ex-
tremely limited.  The power of an individual, unaf-
filted by thofe arts, which flourith only under the
protection of civil government, is wholly incompe-
tent to the acquifition of more property, than abare
{ufliciency for a fcanty {ubfiftenze. But admitting
the poflibility of acquiring confiderable property in
a {tarc of nature, full it would only ferve to invite
plunder, and lawlels invafion. The more one pof-
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fefled, the greater would be his dancer.  And 1t
his ﬁrencrth thould prove futhcient, to rehiit @ fingle
mvader, it mult unavoidably vicld to the fupmm
force Of a2 oombination of thoﬁ:, who would choofe
to live by rapine, rather than fubmit to the toils of

daily labor.

THE evils to which men would unavoidably be
expoled, in a ftate of nature, we may lecarn from
thofe, which have ever been attendant on revolu-
tions. During fuch changes thercis cver a period,
in which laws lofe their influence, and licentioul-
nefs prevails. This reign of 'marchv is at 1ts moft
alarming crifis, in that ftage of a rev ‘olution which
intervenes, betwecn the deftruétion of the nld, and
the eftablithment of new principles and maxims of
government. It 1s probable that no revolution was
ever clleCted in any country, with lefs of thefe evils,
than the recent one here in America.  In our own
State, very few diforders appeared ; owine perhaps
principally to the mnconfiderable alterations, which
the revolution produced.  Butin fome parts of the
union, the moft fatal evils were expericncd.  Iaw
was no longer a reftraint, right no longer regarded,
property was invaded, virtue infulted, chaftity pola-
luted,and life facrificed, by abandoned ruffians, who,
Liaving broken over every reltraint, rioted on the
{poils of their innocent neichbours. Under an in-
expreflibly more dreadful experience of thefe, and
many other {imilar ewvils, 1t 1s well known, one of
the principal kingdoms of Europe, has for feveral
years been groaning.

THESE things have been mentioned, folely with
a view of exhibiting a fpecimen of what may be
expefted from a ftate of nature. To prevent their
exiftence, as far as poflible, to fecure to individuals

the peaceable pofleflion of life, liberty and property,
B
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is a primary object of civil government.  And its
tendency to accomplifh this purpole, undoubtedly
wrought a conviction of 1ts ablolute neceflity, inthe
uinds of men, in the early ages of the worid.

2. ANOTHER object worthy of the purfuit of
government, 1s the promotion of the greatelt good
of the whole community, fo far as that may be ef-
felted, without injury done to others,

PrivaTe intereft, or the good of.an individual,
farther than it may be confidered as involved in the.
good of the whole, ought not to be, and cannot
confiftently be the object of the focial compact.  As
the whole is greater than its parts, fo the good of a.
community is greater, than the private intereft of any,
individual.  And to caufe a greater intereft to fuf-
fer, for the purpofe of advancing a lefs, is a violationr.
of the order of naturc, and of the laws of equity and-
reafon. A community is but one great family ; in
which, every member ought to confider his own in«
tucﬂ, as involved .in that ot the whole; and this
whole ought to fwallow up cvery private or detache
cd intcrdgt As ro private family can be happy,
where each member is a&uated folely by a princi-
ple of felf-gratification ; as fuch a line of condudt
will produce a conftant clafhing of interefts, which
will unaveidably iffue in contention and animofity ;
{o no ftate can enjoy political happinefs, where the
public good is neglecled, and an attachment to pri-
vate, becomes the ruling paflion.  Hence cabals are
alwa}, s injuriows, and ought to be oppofed and even
defpifed, as deftructive of the ereat ends of civil fo-
cicty. ‘They invanably have for their objett, fome
party defign.  And, the fetting up of {uch an inte-
refl as the principal objett of purfuit, is in the na-
ture of it, hoflile to public good. Private emolu-
ment cannot be fet in competition with public, with-
out cndangering the latter, And to cndanger the

o
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public good, ror any private advantage, is always to
facrifice the greater intereft to the lels.

Frowm thefe obfervations it appear., that the goad
which ought to be the objett of povernment is the
public good ; and that in competition with it, no
private or party intereft ought ever to be placed.

BuT itis further to be obferved, that although
the greatelt good of a community, ought to be the
{cading objett of its government, yet even #his is
not to be purfued, by fuch meafures as are injuri-
ous to other communities. Although the intereft
of an individual may be facrificed, where it is abfo-
lutely neceffary to promote the greateft good of the
public, of which heis a member; yctit by nomeans
tollows, that a ftate or kingdom, in order to pro-
mote its own advantage, poflefles a night to adopt
fuch meafures, as are injurious to a fifter ftate. It
15 as inconfiftent with every rule of moral obliga-
tion, for one ftate to commit injuftice againft anoth-
er, as it is for an individual to rob or plunder his
neighbour. All mankind are brethren, the chil-
tren of the fame common parent. Different {tates
are correlatives of each other, The great chriftian
law which prefcribes our duty toward our neigh-
bours, confidered in-our individual capacity, will,
if obferved, regulate the conduét of ftates toward
gach other,

ALTHovcH politicians have burdened the {cience
of government, with many intricacies, which may,
not improperly, be called the chicanery of courts;
yet, if inexperience may be permitted to rntk an d-
pinion, we fhould fay that it is reducible to afew
plamn principles. Tolove our neighbour as our-
felves—Ta do to others as we would that they
fhould: do to us, are rules of moral conduct as apph-

cable to communitics, as to mdividuals, Ndr can
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any rcafon beafligned in juftification of fraud, in-
jultice, oppreflion, or cruelty in a body of men,
more than mm a fingle perfon. On the contrary,
wlicre 4 body of men practife injuftice, the crime 1s
far greater, than a fimilar act of injuftice performed
by an individual : becaufe in the one cafe, the gult
1s confined to a fingle {ubjeét, and in the other, 1t
extendsto a whole community 3 and becaufe the
evil confequences of public njuftice, and the 1nju.
rics done by it, arcfar more extemntive, than thofe
of private.  When one nation is guilty of injuftice
towards another, thoufands and millions may feel
the mjury. It is not in human power to calculate
the evils, which will {follow one dehiberate a&t of {fuch
injuitice. It will be readily granted, that the evils of
private injuftice are many. Among thefe may be
cnumerated expenfive law-fuits, the difaffection of
Jamiics to cach other, and all the ufual confequences
of private hatred.  Yet admitting the worft that
can tellow, the cavil law 1s a barnier, which will al-
wavs check and reftrain thefe evils, and confine
them within certain limits.  But when one nation
practifes grofs injuitice againft another, there is no
coninon arbiter, either to decade the contention, or
to control its deftrudtive eftefts.  'War commonly
Lurits forth like a fweeping deluge, overwhelming
and confounding the innocent with the guilty ; and
injitcting on whole countries greater, and more dy.
rable calamities, than any of the ufual fcourges, by
which heaven corrects the madnels of mankind.

Tiie foregoing oblervations fufficiently prove,
that national injuflice is far more criminal in 1tielf,
and far more fatal in its confequences, than private.
And of confequence, that the fame moral rule of
righteoufnefs, which the fcriptures have prefcribed
to individuals, and by which they are bound to reg-
ulate their conduct, ought to be adopted by nations,
and faithfully adhered to, in all their treatment af
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cach other,  Hence will appear the juflice of the
remark  before made, that although the greateft
public good of a community, ought to be the end
of 1ts government, yet even that 't:-bjcft, oreat and
important as It 1s, ought never to be puriued, by
means, which involve in thun, a violation of the
rights of other nations.

BuT notwith{tanding the evidenc truth of this
remark, it is to be lamented, that a policy directly
repugnant to the rules of moral juflice, has been too
prevalent among all nations.  The Roman love of
their country, {o much the boaft ot her citizens and
{fo highly celebrated by her beft writers, even in the
pureft days of that republic, was but a {eltifh con-
tracted principle. Its objet was the aggrandize-
ment of their commonwealth, not only without any
regard to the happinefs of other nations, but at the
expenfe of their libertics, privileges. and independ-
cnce. Their love of their country, led them to
deftroy, or at leaft to fubjugate every neighbouring
" {tate, which ftood inh the way of the enlurgement of
iheir empire, or whole interelt was inconfiftent with
their own ambitious views.  Juitly were they char-
acterized by the {pirit of prophely as a beaft dread-
ful and terrible, and firong exccedingly ; as devouring
and breaking in picces, and flamping the refidue with
their feet.

It 1s with the deepeft regret, that truth obliges us
to confefs, that too fimilar to this deteftable exams-
ple, has been the policy of modern, as well as an.
cient nations. ‘While the rulers of kingdoms have
been careful to inculcate mutual juftice among their
fubjects, by wife and falutary laws, they appear te
have forgotten that national juftice is a virtue; or
not to be fenfible, that there is any thing criminal in
injuring a neighbouring ftate, where the power of
doing it 1s poflefled, and an opportunity offered.
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While the private robber, who forces from an 1ndi-
vidual a fmall fum, muft expiate hiscrime ona
pibbet, 1t has been but too common for one nation
to rob another of whole provinces, not only without
cenfure, but with a tribute of praife for their mar-
Oal atchievments, Lo this fatal fource, the injuf
ticc ot nations toward cach other, is to be attri.
buted the awiful fcourge of war, with all its dread.-
ful calamities. It the caufe could once be fup.
prefled, the efle@t would ceafe ; and the prophecy of
univerfal peace, {o frequently repeated in the facred
writings, meet with an immediate accomplifhment,
'The inftruments of war would thenbe converted
into implements of hufbandry j nation would not
litt up fword againit nation, ner would they learn

war any more,

Tuese few remarks on natiopal injuftice have
been made, to call to the minds of this audiernce,
the evils, which muft neceflarily refult from
the prevalency of that unjuft policy, which leads
a nation to advance her own intereft, by ats of
injuftice done to others. And likewife for the
purpofe of explaining in what fenfe, the public good
eught to be the objet of political inftitutions. To
avoid the evils of a {tate of nature, and to promote
the greateft national happinefs, have been mentioned
as the proper ends of government. ‘Thefe, are
confidered as including not only the particular ob-
jects, which have been brought up to view in what
has been faid, but whatever tends to the profperity
of a nation. |

We will now proceed to ernquire, what advans
tages, in the purfuit of thefe ends, may be derived
from the practice of godlinefs.

1. Goprivess will be produdtive of national fe.
Liaty, by fecuring the fidelity of rulevs.
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THAT national happinefs and mifery, are clofely
conneted with the character and conduct of thofe
who hold the reins of government, approaches
nigh to a felf-evident propofition, At leaft it isa
truth which a very little argumentation will fupport,
and which has been fully confirmed by all hiftory,
both facred and profane. 'Lhe government of an
Ahab, and a2 Manafleh, of a Nero and a Caligula,
aftord unequivocal proofs of the mifery of a people,
deftined to endure the {fcourge of wicked and tyran«
ical rulers. ¢ Whenthe righteous are in author-
ity, the people rejoice, but when the wicked bear-
eth rule, the pcople mourn.”  An uaprincipled
magiflrate is regardlefs of the public good, and:
wholly under the influence of felfith and mercenary.
views, In fuch hands neither the property, the lib-
erty nor the life of the people are fecure. Thefe
may, and meft. probably often will be facrificed to
the luft, the ambition, the avarice, and cven the ca-
price of the tyrant. The public good is unfpeak-
ably too precious a depofite, to be betruftcd to fuch:
men. He who difregards the obligations he is under
to his; God, cannot be fuppoted fuitably to feel
thofe which he is under to his fellow men.  He will.
rather be led to confider his exaltation to office,as rai-
fing him:above the reftraints, laid upon his unofficed
brethgen, and as affording him an opportunity for.
ipdulging with impunity, the felfifbnefls and wick-
ednefs of_g his heart. A ruler deftitute of virtue, will
without doubt ina greater or lefs degree be guilty.
of malepraétice. And a government badly admin-
iftered, will produce evils introductory, both to
public and private intelicity. ‘There is an infepar-
able connexion between the moral character of rul-
ers, and their admuniftrations. If the former be
viclous, corruption will appear in the latter, and a
corrupted adminiftration militates againfl the very.
ends of the focial corpadt. And of courfe is in-

confultent ; with the happinefs of a community.—~
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The liberties of a nation are always extremely une
{ate, in the hands of vicious rulers § and the mife-
ries which natione have fuffered under the govern.
ment of fuch characters, aretobe ranked with the
heavielt of divine judgments.

Ir then vice in authority be deftru&tive of pub.
lic felicity, 1t is but rational to conclude that vir-
tue exalted to power, muft be produétive of diretly
contrary effelts ; and that a pious magiftracy muit
afford the moft encouraging profpet, of national
happinefs. ‘The magiitrate, who to the natural and
acquired abilities neceflary to prepare him for office,
adds the fear of God, a reverence for the diftates
of his own confcience, and that love to his fellow-
men, implied in true godlinefs, will not fail to make
the good of his conftituents, the ultimate object of
his pohiical purfuits.  His example will uniformly
be in favor of virtue, and his abilities fteadily ex-
erted to fupport and maintain that “ righteoufnefs
which exalteth a nation, and to difcountenance and
fupprefs that vice which1s a reproach to any peo-
ple.””  As alegiflator, he will difregard local preju-
dices and party views, and ever give his voice in
favor of {uch laws, as he believes to be foundedin
juftice and public uulity ; and oppofe with firinnefs,
and uncorruptible integrity thofe of an oppofite
tendency. As a judge, his decifions will be guided
by law and cquity, without partiality for, or preju-
dicc againft any man. In whatever flation he is
called to ferve his country, he will remember that
he is accountable for his condut not only to his
fellow citizens, but to the fupreme ruler of the uni-
verfe; that he has a molt important truft commit-
ted to him j that he 1s a mintfter of God, for good
to his people; that the primary defign to his ion—
orary appointment, was to capacitate him to em-

loy all his talents, in promonug and diffufing
{:appineﬁ: through the community ; and that he
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arifwers the great end of his being called into office,
only f{o far as he {teadfaftly purfues this grand ob-
je€t.  And that a greater proportion of happinefs
will be enjoyed by a people, where their rulers are
atuated by fuch difinterefted motives, than where
they are influenced by felfithnefs; is too cvident to
need ptoof: Itisas unneceflary to prove; that men
of piety are not only the moft likely to purfue the
public good, but the only charaéters, from whom
we have reafon {teadily to expett, fuch difintereited
conduct. Nothing can afford {fo great a fecunty
for the fidelity of rulers, as godlinefs. Other mo-
tives may for a time produce unexceptionable con-
duct. But the influence of thefe other motives will
be ever uncertain, and at beft fubfervient to felfifh
views. The public good will always be abandoned
by fuch a mind, whenever it is confidered as directa
ly oppoled to private intereft,
-

- No men,in an)(ﬁtuation or employment, are fo .
fenfible of the obligations they are under to fidelity
as the truly religious. No others {fo fully perceive
its importance; or are fo deeply imprefled with a
convi¢tion of its neceffity. Religion isa crown of
glory to all who pofiefs it. It does not of itfelf pre-
pare men for office, either in church or ftate. But
where they are otherways prepared, the addition of
‘true religion, above every *hing, contributes to their
fidelity and ufetulnefs, This obfervation applies
with as much propriety, and force to the civil ma-
giftracy, asto any official charafters. Fidelity in
that office, is eflential to national profperity. So
that godlinefs, when it lives and reigns in the hearts
and lives of the magiftrates of a country, contrib-
utes direCtly, and molt eflentially to the public hap-

pinefs.

2. GODLINESS is 10 lefs {alutary to a community,
by the influence, which it has on the great body of
the people, C
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As it fecures the fiddity of rilers, fo it makes
rood citizens.  If its prattice could once become
univerial in a nation, it would produce {ucha con-
duct in all ranks, as would iflue in general profperi-
tv. Sofar as national happinefs depends, on the
prownotion of the focial virtues—on the cultivation
ot benevolence, kindnefs, juftice. and charity~—on
the prevalence of harmony and tranqullity,.the
praltice of godlinefs has a dire&t tendency to its
advancement. Godlinefs tcaches us te deo juftly,
to love mercy and to walk humbly with God. To
owe no man any thing, but to love one another.
Torender to all their dues, tribute to whom trib-
ute, cuftom to whom cuftom, fear to whom fear,
honor to whom honer is due. . And, to compre-.
hend the whele in few words, to lpve our neigh-
bouras ourfelves. So far as thefe virtues promote
public happinefs, or are any way cqnducive to the
profperity of a nation ; {o far the falutary influence
of vodlinefs 1s indifputable.  As it refpeéts the du-
ties of the fecond table of the law, it confifts in the
exercife of thefevery virtues. And how far the prac-
tice of them adlually does contributé to -national
profperity, we may learn from the evils which theis
oppofite vices never fail to produce. *Fraud, injufs
tice, anger, wrath and hatred -are moft evidently
the bane of {ocial happinefs ; and in proportion to
sheir prevalency, are invariably produdlive of mife
rv. ‘The prattice of thele virtues then, and confe-
quently of ftrue godlinels, has a direét tendencyto
promote the public good. | .

Acaln, fo far as national happine{s depends on a
fuitable conduétin the members of a community,
toward each other, 1t is directly promoted by- godii-
nels.  The circumitance laft mentioned, 1t 18 weld
known, has great influence on domeitic happinefs.
It is eflential to the profperity of a private ‘f}a)mily,

that the condut of each member be regulated - by
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the ftriCteft rules of propriety—that the heads con-
duct with a dignity becom:ng their ftation ; equal-
ly remote from unreafonable aulterity on the one
hand, and trifling familiarity on the other—that
children and fervants, conftantly exhibit reverence
and refpect, by an unreferved and cheertul obedi-
ence. Imprudence and folly in the governorsot
a family, and obftinacy and difobedience in the in-
ferior members, are utterly deftructive of doméftic
felicity. And why fhould not the cafe be the fame
with larger communities ? The happinels of a na-
tion is compofed of fimilar ingredients with that, of
a private family. And as the condu&t of the feve-
ral members of the latter, toward each other, has fo
evident an influenceon their happinefs, why muft
not the profperity of a nation be greatly aftected, by
the mutual conduc of its rulers and ruled ? It {o,
godhineis: muft certainly promote national felicity.
Forit influences rulers to rule in the fear of God,
and unofficered citizens to reverence and refpect the
magiftrates of their country, as minifters of the
Moft High, appointed for the good of his people.
So far asit extends, it leads every man to conduct
agreeable to his ftation ; to abide in, and faithfully
te difcharge the duties of his particular calling, and
thus to contribute to the advancement of the gene-
ral felicity’ - o~

BuT | take the hiberty of farther obferving, that
godiinels promotes national proiperity, as it con-
tributes to an increafe of wealth. If any fhould
calkin queftion the truth of this obfervation, let me
defire him to remember, that thete are few vices but
what are luxurious ; that they are expenfive, and
even prodigal beth ot time and money ; and that
thole which are moft corrupting, which {pread their
contagion the moft rapidly, which ever have and
ever will prevail where godlinefs is neglected, arenot
enly fuch as devour property, but fuch as introduce
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difeafe, debility, idlencfs, and even an averfion to ev-
ery [pecies of labor, and thus dry up the very fources
of national wealth,

O the other hand, godlinefs leads to temper-
ance, health, induftry and frugality. It not only
retrenches the expenfes of extravagance, but it adds
to the ftock already poflefled, the daily gains of
diligence. From the command and example of
her divine teacher, fhe gathers up the fragments, and
fufters nothing to be loft.

[r, after confidering thefe particulars, any thould
fill be difpofed to doubt, whether a general diffu-
iton of godlinels through a nation, would contrib-
ute more to the increale of itr wealth, than the un-
reitrained reign of vice, let him compare the ex-
penfes of the feveral virtuesincluded in true godli-
nels, with thofe of their oppofite vices, Let him
for inflance compare the expenfes of humility, tem-
perance and frugality, with what would be neceffa-
ry to fupport pride, luxury, mtemperance and prod-
igality, and the comparifon will convince him, that
it is vice which drains a2 nation of her wealth. We
venture further to offer it as a decided opinion, that
if fuch a perfon fhould judge with impartiality, he
would meet a conviction, that the fathionable vices
of the prefent day, are far more expenfive than the
fupport of government, together with all the pub-
lic and private means of literary, moral and reli-
gious inftruction. The univerfal fpread of godlinefs
among us, would fave this enormous expenfe, and
thus increafe the pecuniary advantages of our nation.
Sc: true is it that godlinefs is profitable unto a/f things,
having promife of the life that now is, and of that

which 1s to come.

Bur permit me to add, that godlinefs, above ev-
¢ry other principle that can be pamed, gives efiicacy
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to the laws of a nation.  Among many other ingre-
dients, neceffary to the happinefs of a people, a good
code of laws will doubtlefs beinciuded.  But fimply
the cxiftence of fuch aiyftem ot laws, will be but of
little advantage, unlefs they are facredly regarded—
unlefs they poflefs a commanding 1nfluence: on all
ranks of citizens. Laws, that have loft therr influ-
ence, neither afford protection to the virtuous, nor
lay reftraint on the exccfles of the victous. And
laws difregarded and trampled on with impunity will
ever lofe their influence. Of confequence, the
fupport of law, by giving it as extenfive an obeth-
ence 3s pofhble, and by putting its penalty in exe-
cution on delinquents, muft be of high importance
to national proiperity. And yet no part of civil
government 1s attended with more, or greater difli-
culties. Men of true picty will fee, and fecl the im-
portance of giving efhcacy to laws, and from ihe
pureft motives, throw their whole weight into that
fcale.—They will obey the ordinances of man for
the Lord’s fake. But the vicious part of every
community are always impatient under the reflraints
of law; and ready to violate it, whencver they can
flatter themfelves of doing it with impunity. Hence
the well known fa&t, that laws are trampled upon,
in proportion to the Ancreafe of vicee The more
grofs wickednefs prevails, the more are all laws di-
vine and human duregarded.. The inference from
this fact is plan, that no principle can give fuch an
efficacious influence to the laws of a nation, as true
godlinefs. There 15 a clofe conneftion between fi-
delity to God, and fidelity to man ; he who poflefles
the former will not neglect the latter. Confequent-
ly the diftufion of true religion through a nation,
- would in this refpett, be attended with a moft happy
influence.

Bur it 1s worthy of further remark, that godli- -
pels not only contributes to the maintenance and
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fupport of law, by its influence on the hearts and
fHives of 1ts true friends; but the dotrines of reveal-
ed religion, have a happy political eftect on all who
believe them, even with a fpeculatve faith, The
corruptions of mankind, it is believed, are far more
reftrained, from an apprehenfion and dread of fu-
ture punifhment, than {from all the penalties, wiich
fanuon the feveral codes of human laws. Revcaled
religion denounces future wrath, not only againit
perions guilty of impiety toward God; but againit
murderers, thieves, adulterers, perjured perfons, and
all who commit crimes againit fociety. So far as
divine revelation is believed—{o far as 1t gains even
an hiftorical aflfent from mankind, the idea of this
tuture punifhment, mufl operate as a forcible check
to human corruptions. Thefe penalties, admitting
the authenticity of the fcriptures, are known by the
unpenitent to be unavoidable, and therefore aftect
the mind as realities. No conceabment, no fraud, .
no flight, can protect the offcnder from the ven-
geance of the judge. If the finner dies m impeni-
tency, he muft unavoidably fuffer the dreadful con-
fequences.  But men can eafily efcape the penalties.
of human laws. Underthe beft executed govern-
ment, the probability is that they are actually avoid-
ed in morc initances, than fuffered by tranfgreflors.
‘The means of efcaping civil punifhiments are very
numerous, and perfedtly known to the moft vicious
part of cvery nation.  So that human laws are ale
ways tranfgrefled with a hope of impunity. I then
all dread of future punifhment were totally annihi..
lated, the ftrongeft fupport of civil law, would be,
removed, arxl very little be left to reftrain, the cor-
ruptions of the vicious. And the confequence might
be an abfolute wmpofhbility of fupporting civil gove
ernment. -

From the foregoing obfervationg we may at leaft
sonclude, that godlinefs is not only kighly advanta
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geous, but that, a belief of its doélrines, and efpe-
cially thofe which refpect the divine charadter and
future rewards and punifhments, are effential to the
well being, if not to the extftence of civil {ociety.
And it isa well known fact that all antiquity were
in favor of a fimilar fentiment. Nota fingle legif-
lator has ever attempted to enforce obedience to his
faws, folcly on the foundation of civil fanctions.
'They univerfzlly perceived the infuthciency of thefe
matives, unaffifted by thofe derived from rehgion.
And as taey were ftrangers to divine revelation,
they formed a fubftitute, and adapted 1t, as well as
they could, to the circumftances, the genius, and
the prejudices of their people. Lycurgus, Solon,
Numz Pompilius, Capac, and every legiflator, at
all famed for the wifdom of his inftitutions, found
it neceflary to have recourfe to rchgion; and, in
fact, derived from that [ource, the principle mo-
tives to enforce obedience. This fhows, that in the
judgment of thefe eminent men, the belief of a fu.
preme Being, and the prathce of fome religion, are
of great importance to the fupport of civil govern.
ment 3 .and that 1t is in vain to expct that a {yftem
of laws can be maintained for any confiderable pe-
riod, independent of all afliftance of this kind. An
opinion, as- is -confidently fuppofed, founded ina
veryaccurate, and extenfive knowledge of human
naturé, and which, we cannot but prefume, will be
ever found true, as long as finful paffions and affec-
tions poffefs fuch an influence on mankind.

Ir then fome religion has ever been found necef-
fary to the exiftence of civil government ; if where
the true religion has been unknown, the ableft le-
giflatqrs have thought it neceflary to invent a fubiti-
tute ; if even an hiftorical belief of the doétrines of
revealed religion, have fo dire&t a tendency to fup-
port civil inftitutions ; certainly the reality itfelf, the
general fpread of true piety among all ranks in 2
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commonwealth, muft be attended with the moft fak
utary effects. Its influence on the order, the regu.-
Jarity, the peace, and the harmony of a community,
cannot fail of augmenting its felicity. |

We fee then, that befide the fpiritual and eternal
advantages of true godlinefs, which the defign of
this difcourfe will not admit of our confidering,
there are important benefits to be derived fromitin
the adminiftration of civil government ; and if gen-
erally and faithtully practifed, it would molft eflen-
tially contribute toward obtaming for, and fecuring
to 2 community all the valuable ends of fuch an in-
ftitution.

Ir the preceding obfervations be jult, thento
maintzin, that godlineis is oi no importance 1n a
civil point of view—that gentlemen may be every
wav ac well qualified, to actin any official charaéter,
in the povernment of a nation without, as with reh-
gion—that it is 2 matter of no confequence to the
political happinefs of a people, what religious fyf-
tem, or whether any at all prevails among them,——
to fupport thefe, and fimilar fentiments, not only
tends to the encouragement of 1mmorality, but to
the propagation of political herely. And in pro-
portion to their prevalence, muft be productive of
the moft dangerous confequences, . Without reli-
gion, a fenfe of moral obligation can never be pre-
ferved. And once deftroy afenfe .of moral obligd.
tion, and you ftrike a deadly blow at the root of all
mutual confidence between the different members of
the community, and invite the fpread of thofe vices,
which are moft hoftile to the political as well as e-
ternal intereft of mankind.

I FEFL a peculiar happinefs on this occafion, in
being able to confirm thefe {entiments, by the au-
thority of that moit excellent mMan, that-»€sT OF
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PATRIOTS, whofe diftinguithed talents and. eminent
abilities, faithfully confecrated to his country’s fer-
vice, have not only in an unexampled manner en-
deared him to his fellow-citizens, but rendered him
the objet of the veneration of the world. From
that valuable legacy of political experience and fen
timent, which he bequeathed to his country, in his
addrefs accompanying his refignation, I gladly 1in-
troduce the following paffages. -

¢« Or all the difpofitions and habits, fays he,
‘“ which lead to political profperity, religion and
““ morality are indifpenfible fupports. In vain
“ would that man claim the tribute of patriotiim,
““ who fhould labor to fubvert thefe great pillars of
¢ human happinefs, thefe firmeft props of the du«
¢ ties of men and citizens. The mere politician
* equally with the pious man ought to refpect and
‘“ to cherifh them. A volume could not trace all
“ their conneftions with private and public felicity.
¢« Let it fimply be afked, where is the fecurity for
«“ property, for reputation, for life, if the fenfe of
“ religious obligation defert the oaths, which are
“ theinftruments of inveftigation in the courts ot
¢ juftice? And let us with caution indulge the
“ fuppofition, that merality can be maintained
¢« without religion. Whatever may be conceded
« to the influence of refined education on minds of
¢ a peculidr {truture; realon and experience both
¢« forbid us to expet, that national morality can
“ prevail in exclufion of religious principle.

“ It is fubftantially true, that virtue or morality
“ is a neceffary fpring of popular government.
“ The rule indeed extends with more or lefs force
. % to every fpecies of free government. Who that
% is a fincere friend to it, can look with indifferency

“ on attempts to fhake the foundation of the fa-
“ bric D
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I caxnoT conclude this extract, without obfervy.
g that the fentiments it contains, in the view of
cvery wife and good man, muft add a luftre to a
character, already enrolled on the records ot death-
lefs fame, and the fubject of a more univerfal admi-
ration, and more extenfive efteem, than any which
the world hath hitherto produced. May America
preferve in everlafting remembrance his  political
counfcls—may they continue, through-all {fucceed-
ing generations, the fundamental maxims of their
government~—may his fucceflors be all animated
by the {ame {pirit of wifdom, patriotifm, firmnefs,
and uncorruptible integrity—may he in the fthades
of retirement be conftantly blefled with the fpecial
tokens of the divine faver—may felf-approving re-
fleCtions on the part he has ated, and the {piritual
joys of communion with God and Chrift repay the
ccafclefs toils and anxicties of his public life—and
when heaven fhall call him from  his- earthly abode,
may he be admitted to a diftinguifhed {eat in the
paradife above.

PrrarT me to add, that if any thing can confole
us under the painful idea that WasHINGTON, noO
longer diretts the helm of our government, it is the
pleafing reflection that we have for his. fuccefior, a
eentleman, not only of the firft charater for litera-
ry and political merit, wifldom, firmnefs and inde-
pendency of {entiment, but one, who in the very
moment of his inaugaration, and in the prefence of
both houfes of our national legifiature, and a moft
crowded - affembly of all ranks of fpeftators,* had
the {ortitude to avow his attachment to the chriftian
religion, and his fixed determination to- confider a
decent refpeét for chnftiamty among the belt re-
commendations for the public fervice. -

1
i

® Scec Prefident Apans’s fpecch at hig inavguration, -
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Bur we {ufpend thefe pleafing reflections, and
proceed to remark, that if the obfervations which
have been made be juft, the importance of [upport-
ing chriftianity is undeniable.  All the political ben-
cfits, which can be rationally expected tfrom any
religion ever taught in this world, may certainly be
expetted from the chriftian, and in a much higher
degree than from any other, in proportion to the
{fuperior excellency of its moral precepts.  The can-
did enemies of our faith confefs, that the morality
taught in the gofpel is the moft pure, and the belt
adapted to the purpofes of focial happinefs, of any
moral {y{tem ever publithed to men. If then fome
religion be neceflary to anfwer the purpofes of civil
government, chriftianity even on political views
ought to be preferred to al] others, as it poflefles far
the greateft tendency to ptomote the important de-
figns alrcady mentioned. [fits morals are the purett,
its tendency to promote fo¢ial happinefs is the great-
eft, and therefore good policy requires its fupport.

It 1s not however our wifh that any thing fimilar
to the religious eftablifhments of Europe, fﬁould be
introduced into our country. 'We hope never to
{fee our magiftrates employed, in prefcribing articles
of faith ; nor in the exercife of the leaft coercive
power to compel men to adopt this, or that creed,
or {ubmit to any one mode of worfhip in preference
vo another. May liberty of confcience, 1n this land,
be never violated. But if there be important polit-
ical advantages to be derived from chriftianity,
which cannot be fo effettually fecured by any other
means, as appears evident from the preceding ob-
{ervations, then i1s it as much the duty of govern-
ment to endeavour its prefervation, as in any other
way to feek the public good. It every individual
be left to choofe for himfelf both with refpect to
do&rines, and modes of worfhip, laws made for the
{fupport of public inftrution, and the religious ab-
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fervation of the fabbath, cannot in any proper fenfc
infringe on liberty of conicience,

IF religion then has a juft claim to the protetion
of government, it muft be peculiarly important to
official characters, The more exalted .gentlemen
are 1n ofhice, the more public and extenfive their
{fphere of attion, the more neceflary is it, that their
whole conduét fhould exhibit undeniable evidence
of their attachment to religion, The great body of
the pecple look up to them, not only for examples
In every virtue, but for that legiflative encourages
ment to the caufe of religicn, on which its general
proiperity under God muit in a great meafure de.
pend. If godlinefs be profitable unto all things, if
its political advantages be as great as has been re.
prcfented, good policy will certainly lead to a prefs
ervation of the laws f)c;r the fupport of morality, to
a maintenance and if need be, to an enlargement of
the {tatutes for the fuppreffion of vice, and to the
appomtment of fuch men to fill the feveral offices
under our government, as are known to be at leaft
men of unblemithed morals. A fteady adherence
to this rule would difappoint the hopes of the wick-
ed, and proportionably encourage thofe of the vir-
tuous. It would make our legiflature a terror in.
deed to evil doers, and a praife to them who do well.
Much depends on the.condut of  rulers. To
{upport religion, law and liberty, is theirs, We
live in a day when each of thefe have many foes,
When the advocates of infidelity are loudly boaftin
of the increafe of their numbers——When licentioug
nefs is alarmingly-prevalent, and when- the federal
eonititution, the great palladium of our liberties, has
been violently attacked, That amidft all thefe in.
ternal evils, and the dangers which arife from for.
eien infults and depredations, cur.rulers may be di«
retted by unerring wildom——that they may ever
poflefs that firmnefs and fidelity, which the arduous
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dutics of their flation, and the pecubar difliculties of
the day require, is the ardent prayer of all their pi-
ous conftituents. And {upported by {o important
an encouragement, itis hoped, and expected that
they will difregard the untounded clamours, of the
enemies of religion and our country.

BuT befides the fupport which chrifbianity has a
ril%ht to expet from government, it is of the high-
eft importance, that it receive all encouragement
~fropr every clafs of.«chtizenss In this bufinefs all
fhould be united, and extend as far, and as general-
ly as pofhble the pradtice of true piety, If there
were no futurity, L .he race of men had been made
only for this world, fhll the univerfal pratice of
godlinefs would be a moft defirable objeét, and as
fuch muft meet the fincere approbation of every
friend to his country. And if fo, how inconceivably
important indeed is it, when we are affured by a well
authenticated revelation from heaven, that we are
all aéting not for time only, or principally, but for
the rewards, orthe punifhments of an eternity. The
motives to the choice and practice of godlinefs are
immenfely great. Both temporal and eternal ben-
efit, the promife of this life and of that which is to
come, are all prefented to our view, and placed ina
very confpicuous light before our eyes, and nothing
but the groffeft {tupidity can prevent our feeling the
force of them.

. Tuis {ubjet leads me further to remark, that al-
though the laws of our land have excufed clergy-
men from theburdensofcivil funé&ions,and left them
at liberty to devote their whole time to the bufinefs
of their peculrar profeflion, yet no body of men are
more deeply interefted in the profperity of their
country, or under greater obligations to conftant ex.
ertions for that purpofe. And happily their duty
as chriftzan minifters, and as members of civil focie-
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ty perfeéily coincide. In the former, which is the
nrincipal capacity in which they are called to aét,
they are pointedly commanded by their divine Maf-
ter, to become enfamples to the whole flock over which
she Holy Ghoft has made them overfeers, and tv teach,
rebuke and exhort with all long fuffering and doctrine.
The firft cbject of their labors is to prepare men {or
the kingdoin of heaven. This they areto attempt
by explaining to them the nature, and enforcing on
them the importance of true godlinefs, and by per-
{uading them, if poffible, to afaithful pratice of it
in all its branches. If they can effeét this great
purpofe, they will not only benefit the fouls of en,
and advance the kingdom of the Redeemer in the
voorld, but do a mo(% important {ervice to civil {o-
cicty., If they can become the happy inftruments
of lcading thofe among whom they labor, tofor-
iake fin, to embrace the gofpel, to love God and
pratife every branch of true piety ; they will no
doubt obey magiftrates, and fubmit themfelves to
every ordinance of man, for the Lord’s fake.. The
more we promote the intereft of religion, the more
fhall we advance that of civil fociety. 'The more
ipiritual good we do the {oulsof men, the more ef-
tectual aid fhall we afford to the rulers of our land.
Minifters have every argument fet before them, to
excite them to diligence and fidelity, drawn from the
temporal, and the eternal intereft of men. And in
adJition to all this, they are further animated, by a
confideration of that future account which they muft
give of themfelves, before an affembled univerfe.
Though the ftupidity of this infidel age, may often
excite in them the complaint of the evangelical
prophet ¢ that they labor in vain and fpend their
ftrength for nought,”” yet let them not be weary in
well doing, but perfevere with redoubled diligence,
fupported by the glorious hope that their labor will
not bein vain in the Lord.
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LasTLy, the foregoing obfervations point out to
us all, the fure means of promoting national happi-
~ nefs. Public virtue, and political profperity arein-
timately connefted. Righteoufnefs will exalty and
vice bring ruin on a people. 1If then we are true
patriots, if it is our glory really to be, as well as to be
¢ftcemed the friends of our country, we fhall devote
ourfelves to the {incere practice of true godlinefs ;
and in our feveral ftations faithfully endeavour ity
univerfal promotion. Enmity to religion is incon-
fiftent with true patriotifm. They who are either
publicly or privately undermining the foundation of
piety toward God, are weakening the force of moral
obligation, and aiming a fatal blow againit the dear-
eft privileges refulting from the focial compact. 1f
we would ‘with to be a happy people, to enjoy in
peace and tranquillity the bleflings of a molt cxccl-
lent conftitution, and to tranfinit thofe fruits of fuch
vaft expenfe of blood and treafure unimpaired to
polterity, 1t is of the higheft importance, that we
praltife true godlinefs; as ¢very other expedient,
while that 1s neglected, will be found utterly infufh-
cient.

In one word, the choice and pradtice of religion
1s urged on us, by every confideration which ought
to affet a rational mind. Our duty to God, our
country, and ourfelves require it——our intereft and
happinels for time and eternity demand it of us.
May God, of his infinite mercy grant us all; to ex-
perience it, i all its power, and in all its comforts

and confolations, for the fake of the dear Redeem-
er. AMEN, |



