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PSALM LXIV, e,

ALL MEN SHALL FEAR, AND SHALL DECLARE THE WORK OF
€00y FOR THEY SHALL WISELY CONSIDER OF HIS DOING.

AS Gop manifefts himfelf to us in his works, it isour
wifdom to contamplate them, as far as they come within our view,
And we are to confider them wifely ; in their connetion with one
another, and their relation to their end ; in the benefits refulting
from them.to oprfelves and to mankind : to confider them pioully
and devoutly, that our conceptions of the Author may be enlarged,
our gratitode to him enlivened, and our faith in him eftablithed, .

Tre contemplation of Gon’s works may be a daily exercife :
but there are particular feafons which efpecially inviceius to this
agreeable employment. 'The anniverfary of: great events, and the
beginning of a new year may, with great propricty,. be chofen for
“this devout purpofe. 'The emancipation of the. Jews from Egype
gave them a new epoch, and fixed the month in which their eccie.
fiaftical year thould in futare begin. - This event was ever after to

be recognized by a feftival celebrated in the fame month. ; |

Civivizep nations have generally had an era from which they
dated their time, The Grecks dated from the inftitation if their
public games ; the Romans from the building of their city'; the
Turks and Arabians date from the flight of their prophet from
Mecea to Medina. Chriftian nations have a more rmaik‘gbl_‘e
epoch, the birth of that wonderful perfon, who taoght their reli.
gion, founded their Church, and purchafed their falvation. This
epoch came not into immediate ufc among Chriftians. It was 'ﬁ‘r;ﬂ
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ufed by Dionyfius a Roman abbot, in the begirning of; the fixth
century-; and next by Bede, an Englith writer, in the beginning
of the eighth century. After-him it foon came into general ufe,
The French, that they mighs wipe away the very remembrance of
Chriftianity, have,” with the fabbath, abolifhed this era, and fub-
flituted their own revolution. Other nations retain it, and all
Chrifliarn nations will doubtlefs continue to retain it in memory of
the great Redeemer.

As this day begins, not only a new year, but a new Century
from that memorable era, it is proper that we fhould employ a part
of it in recollefting the works of Gop, and wifely confidering his
doings. And as we date our time from the birth of the Saviour of
men, and the Ruler of the Church, Gon’s doings in relation to the
Church 1n general, to our own country in particuiar, .and more ef.
pecially in the-laft century, will moft natuzally fall under our con-

templation, = . : |
In furveying fo fpacious a field, we can only fele€t {ome, of the
moft prominent objelts, '

Tre thought which firft meets -ts is grand and folemn, Eighteen
hundred yecars ago was born in Judea the great Redeemer of our
fallen race, After fpending about thirty years in private life, he
appeared on the public theatre, taught that divinely excellent. 're-
ligion which is conveyed to us, and confirmed.the truth of it by
his miraculous works : then voluntarily fobmitted to 2 death on the
crofs for the expiation of haman guilt and-for the farther proof of
his heavenly miflion ;. foon returned from the- dead, and, after
fpending a fow days among his difciples, vifibly afcended into heav.
€ 1a the prefence of more than five hundred people. Before his
afcent, he founded a Church, or rather enlarged the foundation of
the ancient Church, and commiflioned a number of his difciples,
.whom he had edycated for the work, to go forth into all-the world,
and b)’ their preaching and miracles to collet fubjeds into his king-
dom.. And he left them a promife, that he would never forfake the
faitbful mjnifters of his word, .and that his Church, founded onthe
truth, as on a rock, fhould ftand unmoved, and the g:{aties of hell
fhould never prevail againlt it. His promife we, to this day, {es
remarkably verified, and hence receive frefh evidence of the truth
of his religion, | | SRR !
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. THe religion of Jzsus foon made a mighty progrefs. It {ubvert.
ed the idolatry and polytheifm of the heathens, reclaimed them
from their abominable vices, introduced among them a rational
worthip, and formed them to virtuous manners. Within the age
of the Apoftles it had fpread over the greateft part of the Roman
empire, and found a place even in CcfaE’s houfehold. 'That a re-
ligion fo holy, fo contrary to the opinions and vices, the habits
and prejudices of the world, fhould, in fo fhort a time, fo far ex-
tend its power, in the hards of fuch weak inftruments, is an unde.
niable evidence, that a divine energy accompanied 1t, and that its

origin was from Heaven,

IN 1ts progégfs, however, it met with great oppofition: but this
oppofition operated to difplay its dignity and increafe its influence. ’

~ Among the Fews arofe the firft perfecutors of the Chriftian Church.
Of the believing Jews many fled into other parts to efcape the per-
fecuting rage of their countrymen, The difperfed Chriftians car-
ried their religion with them, and by their means 1t bccamc more

extenfively known,

Tue Jews, at this time, had onl)r a limited government of their
own : their country was a province of the Roman empire. Inabout
forty years after the crucifixion, they were totally fubdued and ex-
tirpated by the Romans, whom they had exafperated by repeatedi
infurretions, being excited thereto by a falfe expe@ation of a Mef-
fiah to deliver them from this foreign government, and to give
them dominion over all nations.

THEIR reje@ion of the gofpel of CurIsT was the dire@® caufe of
their deftru@®ion. Had they believed in the Saviour alrudy come,
they would not have looked for another, nor’in this vain éx[»c&a-
tion have rifen in arms agamﬁ the Romans. In this war, in which
they refifted their enemies with an enthufiaftic ardor, they were
finally conquered, multitudes pcn{hcd the reft were captivated and
difperfed. They have never fince exifted in a national form, and
never will,’ t1ll the fulnefs of the Gentiles fhall come in, They
fell by their infidelity : we ftand by faith. ‘Let us not be high
minded, but fear. Ifa people, who have had the gofpel, explode
it for the abominable licentioufnefs of infidelity, mlfcry and de-
ftruftion await them,

Tue firft Chriftian Church was in Judea. It might 'naturally'
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have been expe&ed that the congueft of that country would have
been the extin&ion of the Church. But it ‘proved the reverfe.
This conqueft was an awful difplay of Gop’s wrath againft the en-
emies of truth, and a ftriking accomplifhment of the prophecies de.-
livered by Curist, a few years before, concerning this grand ca-
taftrophe, ‘The diflolution of the Jewith ftate fupprefled the moft
implacable enemies of the Church. ‘The difperfion of the Jews
{pread the knowledge of the O/4 Teftament, and the flight of Chrif-
tians diffeminated the dofirines of the Neaw, and both concurred to
awaken enquiry and excite attention. The prefent ftate of the Jews,
wholly expatriated, every where difperfed, generally defpifed,
often opprefled, and ftill preferved a diftin& people, 1s fo fingular,
fo correfpondent to prophecy, and fo expreflive of Gon’s defign to
collet them again into a national capacity, that itmuft be regard-
ed 3s a ftanding proof of the divinity of the gofpel.

CHRrisTIANITY, in the fecond and third centuries, while it was
In progrefs in the empire, fuffered repeated perfecutions from the
pagan powers. But ftill it increafed and grew. Perfecution kept
the zeal of Chriftians alive, and direfted it to its proper objeét :
their exemplary piety, peaceablenefs and benevolence confounded
the acculations of their enemies ; and tle power of divine grace re-
markably animated them in their dangers, and fupported them in
their fufferings. Hence many were conftrained to confefs, that

Gobp was among them of a truth.

In the beginning of the fourth century, the Church had a fea-
fon of reft. Conftantine the Great was called to the imperial
throne. He, being a fricnd to Chriftianity, put an end to her
grievous perfecutions. In him was in fome meafure fulfilled the
prophet’s predi@ion concerning the Church, that ¢kings fhould be
her nurfing fathers.”” This predi®ion will be more eminently ful.
filled in a happy age yet to come. After the government of the
empire fell into the hands of Chiiftian princes, the Church enjoyed
a feafon of profperity. Her increafe and happinefs in this period,
John, in the 7th chapter of the Revelations, defcribes by the feal-
ing of 144.000 out of the tribes of Ifrael, and by the acceflion of
innumerable multitudes from all nations of the earth. = The happy
alteration 1n the ftate of the Church confequent on the tranfition
of the government from Heathen to Chriltian Princes, was 2 new
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{ubje&t of praife in Heaven. On this occafion the faints and angeis
_fell down before the throne of Gop, afcribing to him bleffing and
glory and thankf{giving for the falvation which he had granted to
the Church. If any imagine that civil government 1n a Chriftian
land may fafely be committed to infidels, let them recolle®t that
this is not the opinion of Heaven. Saint Paul, indeed, direéts
Chriftians to be fubje@® to, and peaceable under the then exifting
government, though acdminiftered by heathen magiftrates : but
where Chriftians have the power of choice, he inftruéts them to
fubmit their temporal controverfies to wife men chofen from among
themfelves ; not to unbelievers, or heatheps, who were leaft efteem-
cd in the Church.

INn this ftate of fecurity, the Church, after fome time, dcgener.
ated into a luke warm and worldly fpirit. Herefies of various
kinds ftarted up, as is common, when the power of religion de-
clines ; and Chriftians, now delivered from their common enemy,
fell into warm altercations and violent animofities among them.-
fclves, In this period, Arianifm, or the denial of the proper di.
vinity of Jesus Curist, firft difturbed the peace of the Church,
Before this time, Chriftians had fpoken of the Trinity in the God
head, and of the charafter of Curist, very much in the language
of fcripture, and thus had avoided all dangerous controverfy on
thefe myfterious fubjeéts. But, Arius a prefbyter of Alexandria, -
hearing, in an affembly of Elders, the divinity of Curist afferted
in terms, which he thought exceptionable, rofe in oppofition to it, -
and affirmed, that Curist, though the nobleft of creatures, fill
.was but a creature. His opinion was warmly embraced by many,
and by many as warmly oppofed. The Church was divided, the
parties hereticated each other, and by their intemperate zeal pro-
duced diftra@®ion and violence. Other controverfies grew out of
this ; an immoderate heat attended them ; and pure and prafical
religion was in danger of being confumed in the flame of party zeal.
Chriftians row needed, anc {foon they experienced new judgments
to arreft their attention to, and engage their hearts in the pratical

concerns of religion,

Ix the fifth century the northern barbarians in prodigious num-
bers broke into the weftern empire, and carried conqueft and de-
vaftation with them. They plundered and demolifhed opulent ci.
ties, laid wafte large tra@s of country, took and facked Rome it.

B
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felf, overturned the ancient government and eftablifhed their own,
and divided the empire into thofe ten kingdoms, which Daniei and
John had foretold under the figure of ten zers on the feet of Nebu-
{'hadnczzar's imagc, and ten horns on the head Of the bea{’c. " From
the fulfilment of thefe prophecies there arofe a new proof of the
divinity of the {criptures. Thefe calamities, for a while threaten.
ed the deftruftion of the empire and the extin&tionof the Church ;
but they ultimately proved favorable to mankind, and to the Chrif-
tian caufe. ‘They reprefled the exorbitant power of the empire,
checked the growing luxury of the age, and called the attention of
{erious Chriftians to the folid do€@rines and precepts of religion ;
and they eventually contributed to the fpread .of the gofpel ; for
thefe vi@orious barbarians, inftcad of 1mpofing their own fuperiti-
tions, adopted the religion of the countries which they conquered.
Thev, however, mingled with Chrifanity fome of their pagan
ceremonies, and thus unhappily prepared the way for a more eafy
introduttion of the papal fuperftition. But the corruption, now
openly appearing, awakened, for the prefent, the concern of pious
Chriftians, and roufed the zeal of the abler and better part of the
clergy, to explain the nature, aflert the fimplicity and vindicate the
truth of the religion taught in the gofpel. Thus pure religion was
maintained amidft grofs and threatening corruptions.

- WHaenN Chriftianity began to aflume a worldly form, avarice and
ambition became motives#to fpiritual offices and ecclefiaftical dif-
tin@ions, 'Thefucceflive paftors of the Church in the city of Rome,
felt and difcovered the influence of thefe motives in a peculiar man-
ner, 'They contended for a {uperiority in office above other minif-
ters, and for the preeminence of this Church above other Churches.
Ard in the beginning of the feventh century, the. Bifhop then in
office fucceeded in his ambitious projeét, fo far as to obtain from
the Emperor the title and authority of Pope, or Supreme Head of
the Church. In the middle of the next century the Roman pontiff
was vefted with civil authority, This papal power is fuppofed to
be the beaft in the Revelation. ‘This is to continue from the time
of its rife, 1260 years. If we date its rife from the former of thefe
periods, 1t1s within about 60 years of its fall ; if from the latter,
1t will ftand 200 years longer. Its prefent condition does not pro-
mife fp long a duration, |

Arrxg the papal power began tooperate, ignorance and fuperftition

\
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more and more prevailed, and the Church funk into difmal bon.
dage and darknefs. 'The pontiff claimed a fuperiority over kings» -
aflumed the power of remitting and indulging fins, pretended to
infallible knowledge, took the fcriptures out of the hands of the
people, and difpofed of their property and their fouls according to
his own fovereign will, The fpirit of liberty and enquiry was al.
moft fupprefied, and pure, genuine Chriftianity fcarcely tobe found.

In this dark period, however, there were fome, who had better
difcernment, maintained the truth, and lamented the gencral cor-
ruption. Thefe were the two witnefles, who, during the reign of
the beaft, were to prophefy, clothed in fackcloth, Some efforts
for a reformation, from time to time, were made ; but with little
fuccefs, until the beginning of the r6th century, when Gobp re-
markably appeared for the fupport of the finking Chorch ard the
revival of expiring Chriftianity. Men of eminent ability and in.
vincible fortitude were raifed up, who oppofed the vices and cor-
ruptions of the times with a f{orce of argument which confounded
their adverfaries, and with a boldnefs of {pirit, which aftonithed
the world, Their preaching awakened the drowlv multitude to
enquiry, and their writings, aided by the art of Printing, now late-
ly invented, gave the pure do@rines of the gofpel a rapid fpread.
The Pope, feeling his danger, had recourfe to arms : many princes,
embracing the reformation, rofe In itéf defence. A war commen-
ced, which, continuing for fome years with various fuccefs, ter-
minated in favor of the reformed religion,

~'TuE reformation foon made a public appearance in England, the
country of our fathers, where the principles of it had been more
privately taught for many years. It met, however, with violent
Oppofition, and fuffered fevere perfecution.  In one reign it was re-
ceived and prote@ed, in another it was condemned and exccrated
bty the ruling powers, until about the middle of the fixteenth cen.
tury, when, in the reign of Elizabeth, it was fully eftablifhed,

Attempts to fubvert it were afterward made, but they were pro-
videntially defeated. |

THE reformation, though a glorious, was but an imperfeét wosk.
Many pious and difcerning people withed it might be capried to
greatcr purity : but if this might not be done, they, at leaft, with.
ed for themfelves to be excufed from a compliance with certain ce-
remonies retained in the Englifh Church ; and on this condition,
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they would gladly have continued in her bofom. But in this ree
queft they could not be indulged. An unqualified conformity to
all her eftablithed ceremonies was an indifpenfible term of commu-
nion. They were therefore compelled to withdraw. Thefe puri-
tans, as they were now called, fuffered great oppreflions and cru-
elties from the bigotry of the Church and the tyranny of the court.
They were deprived of the rights of humanity as well as of con-
{cience. They were dragooned from the fanuaries of worfhip,
hunted in their fecret retreats, ferretted from place to place, until
wearied out with dangers, and worn down with fufferings, they

fought an afylum, firfR in Holland, and then in the deferts of
Amenca

WE are now, in the courfe of our narrative, come to our own
country. Had perfecution and tyranny been unknown in Europe,
America might long have remained a wildernefs. How important
are the confequences of thofe oppreﬁions, which our fathers {uffer-
ed! What a mighty territory 1s here cultivated, once a wilder-
nefs, the haunt of favage beafts and men more favage ! How much
has Europe been populated by emigrations to, and enriched by
commerce with the American world ! She fupports millions more
than could have been nourithed in her bofom, if the had derived
no affiftance from America. What an increafe of human liberty—
what a fpread of knowledge—what a growth of wealth—what an
enlargement of the Church, have followed from events which por.
tended nothing but mifery ! How unfearchable are the ways of Gop !

THE {ettlerment of New England, which began in the year 1620,
was at a time, and in a manner the moft favorable that can be 1m.
agined, to the introduétion of the Gofpel in its genuine purity. It
was a little after the reformation from Popery, and juft before the
eruption of infidelity in England. The reformation was there ef-
tablifhed about fixty years before, and the firft deiftical book was
there publithed by Lord Herdert about ten years, and the next by
Hobbes, z2bout thirty or forty years after the fettlement of this coun.
try began. Had it begun a little earlier, Popery would have been
the prevailing religion : had it been deferred a little longer, the
{feeds of infidelity, planted with it, would have taken root in the
foil, and produced their poifonous fruits with the luxuriance, in
which they have appeared in fome parts of Europe. The period of
the fettlement feems to have been providentially chofen for the pur.
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pofe of preferving the purity of religion. The principal adventur.
ers in this arduous enterprize were men diftinguithed for their abil-
ity and learning, their zeal and fortitude. Ilence Churches were
immediately ere@ed, eminent minifters fettled, decent provifion
made for their fupport, and a college foon founded and endowed to
fupply the Churches with learned minifters. Our fathers had too
much wifdom to think that illiterate men were capable of perform.-
ing the minifterial duties ; they had too much honefty to pretend
that divine infpiration would Juperfede a learned education ; they
had too much virtue to wifh, that men, who at great expenfe had
furnithed themfelves for the fervice of the Churches, fhould per-

form the fervice at their own charges.

'THE {ettlement of New LEngland was begun by a {rmall number of
people. There arrived at Plymouth in 1620 no more than 101 per-
fons ; and of thefe nearly half died in the enfuing winter. In the
fpace of twenty years there came over from England about 21,000
perfons, men, women and children, of whom few fettled in Ply-
meuth, where the foil was uninviting ; but the greater part plant-
ed in Maffachufetts, Hampfhire, Maine, and other places. After
the year 1640, there were few emigrations from England, as per-
fecution had then ceafed ; and many, who had come hither, re-
turned to enjoy the fweets of their native land.

THE perils and diftreffes of thefe fettlers in a dreary wildernefs,
filled with favages, muit bave been inconceivable, and thelr pre.
fervation and increafe remarkably providential ; as 1t was at any
time in the power of the favages to have extirpated them, had
they not bcen mercifully reftrained, There were times, how-
ever, when the natives, apprehenfive of danger from thele increal.
fing foreigners, attempted a general combination for their deftruc-
tion. The moit diﬁiﬁguifhablc feafons of danger, were 1n the
confpiracy of 1630, in the Pequot warof 1636, and in Philip’s
war of 1675, in which Springfield was burnt, and many other
towns ; fome within 20 milesof Bofton. But thefe combinations
were broken and defeated ; and the two laft with fuch deftruion
and terror to the natives, as greatly facilitated the progrefsof the
Englith fettlements. Thefe wars, however, were #.ceedingly ca-
lamitous, By a computation made at the clofe of Philip’s war, the
loffes fuftained by the Englifh amounted to L150,000 befides ex-
penfes incurred in their defence.  There were 1,200 houfes burnt :
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8,000 heads of cattle of all kinds killed ; feveral thoufands of bufh.-
¢ls of grain deftroyed ; and great numbers of the attive men and
promifitg youth of the country flain. Of the Indians, it 1s faid,
more than 3,000 were deftroyed.

AsouT the year 1664, the colonies were alarmed with a danger
of a different kind. ‘Their enemies here and in England had been
fecretly plotting to annihilate or abridge theiz charter privileges.
Commiflioners were now fent from the king, vefted with powers
incompatible with thefe privileges ; and they opened and exercifed
their posvers with a hauteur which indicated no friendly defign. By
the prudent firmnefs of the colonial affemblies, efpecially that of
Maffachufetts, the commiflioners were difappointed, and with {fome
difguft embarked for England. Apprehenfions ftill remained, that
by their unfavorahi: report to the king, new difpleafure would be
raifed, and a new attempt made againft the colonies. But the com-
miflioners, in their homeward voyage, by ftorms and capture, loft
zll their papers, and no report was ever made.

In.1686 the defign was renewed with more ferious effelt.  James
I1. a bigotted papift and an arbitrary tyrant, being feated on the
throne, refolved, as his brother Charles had done before him, to
eftablifh through his dominions the popifh religion and an abfolute
government. But he proceeded with lefs cautious fieps, than
Charles had done. He feized the charters of corporations in Eng-
land, and demanded the New England charters. Thefe infant co.-
lonies, unable to contend with the king, yielded to the imperious
mandate. ‘The Conne@icut charter was faved by an artifice, and
alterward refumed ; but for the prefent its eflicacy was loft with the
rct. Sir Edmund Andros was appointed governor-gereral, and
vefted with abfolute powers to rule the colonies. He arrived at
Bofton in December 1686, and foon began the exercife of his au-
thority. From this time, for about two years, all civil and reli.
gious liberty was fufpended, and feemed to be loft. Printing prefi.
es were reftrained ; congregational minifters were treated as lay-
men, and perfonally infulted ; attempts were made to invalidate
their marriages ; meeting hoofes were threatened with demolition,
and congregational worfhip with interdition. The fees of officers
were fixed by themfelves at an exorbitant rate., ‘The bufinefs of
probate was conducted by the governor ; and widows amd orphans
from the remote parts of the country were obliged to repair to Bof-
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ton, and pay an immoderate fee for the probate of a will. Few
cftates in that early period would bear the expenfe of a fettlement
1 the probate office.  Titles to lands were declared void - without
a patent from the governor, the coft of which, in many inftances,
was more ihan the owners could pay ; nor was the current money
In the country adequate to the purchafe of new titles for all the pof-
feflors. In this matter the Governor found it neceffary to relax,
The people were taxed at the pleafure of the Governor and four or
five of his Council, without an aflembly of their own. No town.
meeting could be held without fpecial licence. In fhort, every vef-
tige of former liberty was obliterated. Provoked by intolerable
oppreflion, and encouraged by intelligence of a probable revolution
in England, the people took the defperate refolution to fcize and
imprifon the Governor and his creatures, and to refume their char.
ter.government. This was a bold and adventurous act : But the
abdication of James and the acceflion of William in 1638, delivered
the people from fervitude and danger, and reftored them to hiberty
and fecurity. In four years after this, our late charter was granted
by William and Marv. By this the colonies of Plymouth and
Maflachofetts were united, 'This, though lefs popular than the
charter, which was loft, yet placed the people in a tolerable fitva.
tion, and foon gave general fatisfaQion, If Britain had not been
too exorbitant in her claims, it is probable we fhould for fome time
have been happy and contented under it. '

We have come to the century which is juft clofed. Here we
meet events no lefs interefting. 'To trace their conne@ion would be
entertaining ; but time will permit us only juft to detail them.

Tur1s country, in its dependence on Britain, was involved in all
her wars, which have occupied one half of the paft century. Thefe
wars, though calamitous in themfelves, have ufually terminated
favoratly for us ; and, together with the frequent imcurfions
of the natives, they have obliged us to keep up that military fpirit,
which difplayed itfelffo fuccefsfully in our late confli& with Britain,

‘Tue capture of Louifbours, in 1745, by the New England for.
ces, aflilted by a few Britifh fhips, was a wonderful event. It
raifed the refpe@ability of the colonies, gave them an idea of their
ftrength and importance, and enabled the Britifh government to
conclude a tolerable peace, after an unfuccefsful war in Europe,
and while it cxcned in that government a jealoufy of our future
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attempts for independence, and fuggefted the etpedxcncc of bring.
ing us more abfolutely under their controul, it {trengthened our
refolution to defend our liberties, S

Tur defeat of the formidable French fleet, which, in the fol-
lowing year, was {ent to recapture Louifbourg and deftroy our coafts,
and which had efcaped the vigilance of the Britith fleet, was a
ftriking inftance of the care of providence for this favored country ;
for this defeat was effeCted wholly by the hand of Heaven—by un.
ufual ftorms, ficknefs and mortality, without any human means.

Tue war, which began in 1745, and clofed in 1763, was ftill

mofre important in its confequences. It not only delivered us from
the incurfions of the favages, by which, for 130 years, we had
been frequently alarmed and diftreffed ; but drove the ¥French from
their encroachments on the claims of theBmlfh government, and
put into the hands of that government a territory extending from
the Atlantic to the Miflifippi. In confequence of this acquifition,
we now poflefs a territory vaftly larger than could have been ceded
to us in our treaty of peace with Britain, if the French had retain.
ed their encroachments, That war prepared the way for us to be-
come a great and mighty nation. It operated to our independence
in another refpe®. The prodigious expenfes of that war put the
Britith miniftry on devifing new expedients to increafe their reve.
nue. Among thefe the taxation of America was cne. Their un.
bounded claims alarmed the fpirit of freedom, which had ever dif-
tinguithed the people of this country, As the miniftry refufed to
recede from their claims, and we refufed to fubmit to them, a war
neceflarily enfued, which, after a {evere coafli®, terminated in

our independence.

THis 1s one of the moft remarkable events recorded 1n the hifto.
ry of nations. Compared with-our cnemies we were few 1nnumber
—without an army or navy-—naturally brave, but undifciplined :nd
onarmed—we had few experienced officers—poflefled hittle proper-
ty, except the foil and its appendages—were thinly fcattered over
a wide eountry -.without an energetic government..without any band
of general union, but mere advice and recommendation, and with.
out any coercive method to raife maney or levy troops. We were
to contend with a nation epulent, numerous, powerful and warlike ;
furnifhed with all the apparatus of war, and in a fituation to form
alliances, if neceflary. Great was the difparity—we faw it, But
we felt the ju{hcc and importance of our caufe. We were encour-

aged by able patriots. We entered the lifts, trufting in the pow-
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er and addrefling the throne of the Almighty—we were united—
we raifed armies without compulfion, and we fupported them almoft
without means—they foon were able to face veteran troops onequal
ground—they enddred hardfhip and met danger without complain.
ing—we aftonifhed the ocean with thips of force—we from various
fources procored arms, ammunition and all the furniture of war.,
In many encounters we had fuccefs; in difaftrous feafons we mmnn.
tained our courage—we captured whole armies of invaders—wse
formed an advantagcous alliance—we reduced our enemies to the
neceflity of withdrawing their forces and acknowledging our inde-
pendence—we negociated a peace, which was ultimately cftablifhed
on terms equal to our withes and fuperior to our hopes. Through
the whole fcene the hand of heaven was conipicuous 1n the produc.
tion of events by difproportionate means ; and in raifing up and
‘employing in the great work men of eminent ability agd unfhaken
fidelity, whofe names will naturally occur to your mind. Among
thefe General WaskinGTox and Prefident Apams were diffinguifh-

ed { the former in the field, the latter in the cabinet. The one at
_the head of his army conducled the war to a fuccefsful iffue ; the

other,” with his colleagues, negpciated an advantageous peace.

- Nor can we overlook:-the divine influence in dire@ing the peaple
to the formation and adoption of con@titutions, which happily com-
bine energy with liberty ; and to the choice of men to admini{lcl'
‘them, whofe wifdom and fidelity have in the main preferved peace
‘and refpeCtability abroad,.and tranquility end order at home, pro.
motcd indaftry, reftored publlc credit and mutual confidence, and
rcndcred the nation profperous and happy. If we can Judge of the
goodncfs of a government from its good effe@s, and this is certain.

ly the beft criterton, we muft approve our own in its conftru&tion
and adminiftration,

Tue progrefs of our country in population, wealth, navigation

and learning, is beyond example; and this has been moft confpicu.
ous ‘ince the revolutjon. |

Thw .growth of Plymouth colony was, at firft, bnt flow. In
four years after it began, there were in it but 180 perfons and 32
houfes.  In thirteen years its inhabitants were not. more than fufii-
cient to populate a fingle town, In the fpace of forty years it had
only twelve {mall towns, one faw mill and a bloomery. The other

C
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<olonics made greater progrefs. In 1643 there. were in Maffachu.
Yetts thirty incorporated towns, including four then under its ju-
rifdi@ion within the limits of Newhampthire. Some other planta-
tions were begun. There are within what is now the State of
MafTachufetts nearly 300 towns, roo worfhipping aflfemblies, and
400 fettled minifters.” The county of Hampthire was cre@ed 1n
1662. There were then only three towns, Spring field, Hadley
and Northampton, Within the f{ame territory, which included
Berkthire, there are now more than go towns. |

In 1665, accerding to the report of the general court to
the king’s commiflioners, there were, in Maflachufetts, 4,400
militia; exclufive—of -thofe. excufed. by age, infirmity and of.

------
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fice ; and probably from z5 to 30,000 fouls, The inhabitants, at
the prefent time, may amount to 5oo,000. According to the fame

report, the fhipping belonging to the colony was not far from §,000
tons. The fhipping of Maffachufetts, exclufive of Maine, 1s now
more than 200,000 tons. In the beginning of the paft century,
we may probably fuppofe, New England contained upwards of
100,000 fouls ; the other colonies a greater number. Virginia
alone, in 1671, contained 46,000 white inhabitants and- 2,000
flaves. In 1760 there were in New England half a million; 1n
17go more than a million of inhabitants. At this time there are
probably 13 or 1400,000 ; 2nd in the United § millions or more.

Witnin the laft feven years, Pennfylvania has increafed in tax.-
ables more than one fifth, and is fuppofed to have increafed in in-
habitants in an equal raiio, and to contain 530,000 fouls. Her
flaves, in this time, have dimiuithed more than half, and are now

but about 1500.
Witain a century bave arifen fix new governments, and {our

within a few years, where before was only an uncultivated wilder-
nefs. Hufbandry and commerce, by their mutual aid, are rapidly
increafing, The thipping of the United States exceeds that of any
nation, except the Britith. The armed fhips of all defcriptions,
public and private, are faid to amount-to 300. In cafe of awar,
which fhould offer inducements to the enterprize of private adven.
turers, the number might foon be doubled. In the Louifbourg ex-
pedition, fifty.five years ago, it was with difficulty that a fquadron
of 12 armed fhips, the largelt mounting 20 guns, could be colletted

from New England,
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In the year 1791, the exports from all the Britifh colenies 1n-
America, mcludmg Bermuda and the Bahamas,. qnd the fhlpmcnu

In the year 1790, the exports from the Umtcd States only, excly-
five of the colonies which the Brm{h retain, and of the home fhip-,
ments, amounted to 18 millions. In 1796 they cxcecded 67 mii-
lions ; in 1799 they amounted nearly to 7g millions, They have
confiderably increafed in the year paft. 'The valve of exports, in
the fpace of nine years, has inore than quadrupled. New.York
alone in 1799 exported as much in value, as all the ftates nine years’
before, Qur exports in one year amount to more than the national
debt. Itis owing to our increafing commcrce, " that our hufc
bandry is in fo flourithing a ftate. Qur farmers had never lefs
caufe of complaint, The revenue arifing from all our 1efources,.
chicfly from our commerce, was in 1791 fthort of five millions, in
1799 1t was twelve and an half millions of dellars; and in this
whole periced i1t has amounted to above feventy.-fevennillions, This
has been {ufficient to defray the current expenf{e of government, pay
the intereft of the national debt, and make feme redu&ion of the
principal ; and all this at a time when our commerce fuffered largely
by wanton depredations, and when our expenfes were increafed by
two infurrefions, by Indian wars, by the building and arming of
fhips for the proteftion of our trade, and by the fuppofed receflity
of afluming a warlike attitude on land. If we fhould enjoy exters
nal peace, internal tranquility and a wife adminifiration of govern.
ment, our ftrength and opulence in half a century will almoft exs
ceed calculation. |

ABouTt the commencement of the laft century, theére was only
one college in America, and in that the number of ftudents did .net
rife to feventy, Now there are in New England fix colleges, foms
of which contain from 150 to 240 ftudents ; and more than double
this number of colleges in the other States,

In the paft century have been made many curious and ufeful dif.
coveries in nature and art, for fome of which the world is indebted

to the tnventive and enterprizing genius of Americans, E

Ounr country has produced many eminent chara@ers in all the
departments of civil and focial life.

Ix the Jate war our military officers foon equalled thofe of Europe
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in perfonal bravery and taQical knowledge. Our commander in
chtef was an honor to his country and to human nature, Has repu.
tation is furrounded with a glory to which no European canapproach.

" Qur public minifters in the treaties which they have negociated,
have fhewn a diplomatic fkill not inferior to that of the ableft fo-
reign miniflers. | -

In ourlegiflative affemblies there are fpeakers whofe extenfive fcience
and commarding eloquence would do honor to a Britifh parliament.
And in our judicial courts, the bench and bar may boaft of charac-
ters which would fill. with dignity a correfpondent place in the
king’s bench. o ; o

SoME of our literary writers in theology, hiﬁory; philbfﬂth:
poetry and other fcicnces, might appear with reputation and acquire
celebrity on an European theatre. American publications within
twenty years have been multiplied, fome of which are read with
aftention on the other fide of the Atlantic, 'Too many, however,
are frivolous, fome arc vile, The increafe of printing offices indi-
cates the diffufion of knowledge. Newspapers are circulated thro’
the nation and read by almoft every citizen. Thefe, if executed
with regard to truth and decency, are ufeful vehicles of informations
But when they are bafely proftituted to irreligion, falfhood, flan-
der, .fedition, anarchy and party intrigue, they are the greateit
curfe that a nation can fuffer. ‘The moderate price at \?hiCh they
are obtained, and the facility with which they are circulated, give
them a peculiar advantage fpeedily to diffufe their poifon through
all the veins of the body. A free and independent prefs is highly
beneficial ; but a licentious one.is abominable. The former de-
ferves encouragement ; the latter will meet the execratior of the
wife and virtuous, There is no way in which a people can morc
rapidly- accelerate their corruption and mifcry, than by patroniz-
ing newfpapers of the latter defcription. |

Tue American revolution has been produ@ive of ferious confe-
quences-to other countries. By means of the French army and nar
vy, which co.operated- with us in the latter part of our latc war’
ahe fentiments of liberty were fpread through France ; and, con-

" curring with other caofes, produced a revolution there. The op-
pofition made to this. revolution by the neighboring powers has
involved Europe in a war, which has exceedingly deranged her an-
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cient {y ftem of policics, * Though the immediate effcéls of this war
have been extremely calamitous, and though the French revolution,
inftead of exalung, has almolt extinguifhed the liberties of the peo-
ple; yet we doubt .not,. that the great cvents, which have taken
place tn thac hemifphere, will, 1n.the hands of providence, be made
the means of-accomplithing the predictions of {cripture concerning
the happy ftate of the Church and the world. The prefent events
wear the complexion which prophccy has imprefled on thafe which
are to preccde that glorious iffue, o

W fee the prophecies fulﬁlhng. Popery has recclved a mortal
wound and is tending to irs exit. According to prophecy, the
mahometan and the papal powers will fall ncarly together. 'The
fame duracion is prefixed for both. Mahometanifm arofe about the
time that the bifhop of Rome was declared univerfal head of the
Church. Thefe two fyftems of fuperftition arc cqual obftruétions t¢
the fpread of Chriftianity, 'This never can generally prevail, while
either of thofe {yftems ftands in the way. The Turkith empiré
has for fome time been tottering. Its government, though def-
potic, is feeble and inefficient. The French have taken and ftill
keep poffeflion of Egypt. Paffawan Oglou makes progrefs and gives
terror to the Turkith government. He is probably affifted by the
French and Ruffians. The Ruflians, who border upon-and are enc-
mics to the Turks, will probably foon make war upon them, -and
reduce ftill lower, their declining power.. When popery and ma.
hometanifm have fallen, the two grand obftacles to the fpread of
the gofpc.l will be removed. After this, perhans 1n about forty.-five

years, if we nghtlv underftand Daniel, a glorious reformation wiil
begin to make its appearance. Previoully, however, there will be
a great prevalence of infidelity, 'This, 1 fear, has not yet rifen to
its height, nor fpread to its extent, It will bemof bold and daring
toward: the commencement -of the grand reformation.  The devil
will come down with great wrath, when he fceth that his time is
thort. Under the feventh vial® in-the Revclasion,. Babylon will
completely fall. We are now fuppofed to be undes the fixth vial,

perhaps near the laft running of it.. Under this we are warned,

¢« pnclean {pirits, the fpirits of devils will go. forth unto.the kings
of the whole world, and gather them to the battle of the great day
of Gop Almighty.”” Thefe fpirits of devils are: fuppofed to- be the

e
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maiignaic enemies of the. gofpel, who will apply every artifice to
{pread their pernicious fentiments and undermine the intereft of
Curist’s kingdom ; and they will probably ufe force; as well &s
intrigue. This feems to be imported:in the expreffion, * They
will gather-the kings to the battle.”” “Though they deny.the right
of rulers to fupport religion, they will call in their power to fub-
vert it. 'They will ufe every ftratagem to put the power of go-
vernment irto the hands of their own partizans, and to corrupt
thofe in whom this power is vefted. They will make a- kind‘ of
Open war againft Gon. They will feem, fora while, to prevail againit
the friends of Gop and religion. 'This perhaps will be the {laying
of the witnefles mentioned by Saint John. But thefe witneffes will
not long lie dead. They will wonderfully rife up again and ftand
on their feet, to the terror of their enemies and aftonifhment of the
world. On thefe enemies of the truth, awful judgments will now .be
¢xecuted. Thoufands of them will be flain, and the remnant will
be affrighted and give glory to Gopb. Such a fcene as we have de-
{cribed, prophecy inftrus us, will precede the happy day. *¢ Blefl-
ed is he that watcheth and keepeth his garments.’’ . Something of
the kind feems already to have begun in Europe. Our fafery will
depend on our maintaining the religion of Curist, and ftanding
firm againft the machinations of its enemies. The gofpel is a moft
benevolent and friendly inftitution : oppofition to it muft therefore
proceed from a fettled malignity of heatt ; and to what lengths. this
malignity may proceed, none can foretel. Let us not be fhaken in
mind, but ftand faft in the Lorp. _

THEe 18th century has clofed—and clofed with an event, which,
we hope, may be of happy confequence ; a treaty of amity with the

¥rench. Of the merits of the treaty we pretend not to be judges.
'The difpofal of it we leave to the conftituted authority, At leaft

we flatter ourfelves, that it may lead to the termination of an un-
happy controverfy,

We wilh this new century may begin with an event of more gene-
ral importance, the eftablifiment of a peace in Europe. Negocia-
tions have been opened ; but, I fear, there is but a faint profpett
of a pacific iffue. The war has fo deranged the ancient relations of
the European powers, that an adjuftment of their difputés will be
cxtremely difficult ; the fatisfaltion of their intesfering 2ims will
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be utterly impoffible, If neceflity thoold compel them to a peace,
it probably will be only a breathing fpell to gather ftrength for war,
This, if I miftake not, 13 that eventful period, in which there muft
be convulfions and overturnings to preparc the way for the glory

of the Redeemer’s kingdom., A people, among whom virtue and
Chriftianity. reign, will need no effential change ; for the kingdom
of Curisr is already within them. O, that we may be thus fe-

cured from a fhare in thofe judgments which will fall on a guilty
world.
I wiLy conclude this difcourfe with fome general refle€tions.

1. In the difpenfations of Gop toward his Church, we have full

evidence of the truth of the gofpel. From the beginning of the
Chriftian inftitution ; yea, from the beginning of the world, Gop

has taken the Church under his protetion. Mighty changes have
heen made in the world. Nations have rifen, conquered, fpread,
declined and become extinét; others have fucceeded them, follow-
ed their fortune, and fhared their fate. But the Church has been
{uftained and preferved ; yea, to prevent its extin@ion Gop has
- often marvelloufly interpofed. When we review Gop’s dealings
toward it for eighteen centuries palt, we plainly fee that he has
exercifed over it a moft peculiar care, and has dire€ted the methods
of his Providence in fubfervience to its intereft. Can we doubt,
then, whether the gofpel be divine ? On this the Church is found- .

ed : in this are foretold many of the great events which hiftory re-
cords : evidence of its truth is conftantly exhibited to our view.

If the gofpel is fo much an object of Gobp's care, it muft be highly
important : indifference to it is a contempt of his grace ; oppofi-
tion is an outrage on his government.

2. Qur fubje& gives us a humbling view of human corruption,

In ail ages mankind, in a greater or lefs degree, have been fa.
vored with revelation. This, though in fat much confined, has
been given under fuch circumftances, that, if men were as attentive
to their eternal, as they are to their temporal intereft, it would
have prevailed univerfally., The partiality of it is no real objettion
againft its divinity, but is a mortifying proof of human depravity,
Were there the fame attention to the concerns of futurity, as to
thofe of the prefent life, the gofpel would as cafily and as rapidly
{pread among men, as difcoveries in arts and fciences, "It is 2 hu.
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miliating thanght, that when we need a remedy for uurt‘ormptmn ;
we are fo obﬁmate in this corroption, as to fpurn the rc.'medy7 pro-

vided. | -

e

9. Wr fee the importance of an attention to fucceeding geneéra.
tions, | | - |

ir the tendency of human nature is to corruption: in fentiments
and munners, it concerns us to communicate to oirr ¢hildren juft
notions ef religion, and to inculcate on them the virtues which it-
tcaches. Let the generation on the ftage faithfully difcharge their
duty to the next, and this again to the fucceeding, and religion
iill be preferved. But the negleét of one generation opens the
door to increafing corruption ; and the neglect continued opens the
door widerftill ; and in a fucceflion of fuch generations the mounds
will be broken down, and vice and error, breaking in like a 'flood,
will overwhelm the land.

4. We fee, that the happinefs of a nation depends on the emﬁen:e
Of the Charch among them, |

Trisis Gob’s promlfc to his Church, ¢Iam with thee to fave thee:
Tho’ I make a full end of all nations, I will not make a full end of
thee.” As the Charch is under the protection of this promt{'e, the na-
tions-which havea civil conne&mn with her, hence denveanatmnal
fecuntv. ¢¢ Beautiful for Gtuation is Maunt Zion, thc city of the
great king ; Gop is known 1n her palaccs for a refuge. ' Our fc-
curity as a nation depends on our maintaining that religion which
Gon, by a wonderful feries of dxfpenfanons, has brought down to
our days and put into our hands. If we negle@t and defpnfe it, and

honor thofe who are fecking i its ovcrthrow, the Church will retire

from us, our defcncc will dcpart wnth it, and we fhall be made 1o
fccl that 1t is an evil and bitter thing, that we have forfaken our
Gm). * . 1 o

s, TRE events, which we have detallcd muft awakcn an ¢x-

seation of ftill greater events, _.
Tue mighty dramais not clofed. The day is coming, when

thc kingdom of CHrisT will overfpread the world, and Gop will
‘nurge out of it all things that offend. But beforc thlS Gan, take
.place, there 1s much to be done.  Gop ufually. employu human |
agency 1n effelting the great pu;pofgs of his government, {g that
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they feem to be brought forward in a natural way. He is now dif-
pofing the affairs of the world to introduce the mighty fcene, and
removing the obftacles which retard its appearance. Great altera-
tions muft be macde before the gofpel can have a general fpread.
Ignorant nations muft be enlightened and arbitrary governments
reformed. The paganifm of heathens, the delufion of mahometans,
the infidelity of Jews, the fugerftition of papifts, the corruptions

of proteftants, the ftupidity and formality of nominal Chriftians,
muft all be removed. And all this muft be a work of time. None

of us can expe& to fee the glorious day foretold. It is our wifdom,

however, to feck and pray for fuch a ftate of rcligion among our-
felves, as that which the world will hereafter enjoy, If we can-
not fec mankind as happy as we wifh, yet let us be folicitous to
obtain for ourfelves that perfonal happinefs, which religion offers.
Let us diligently promote the faith and pra&ice ot religion within
the circle of our influence—within the families in which we prefide
—within the {ocieties of which we are members. |

TurRouGH the goodnefls of Gop we have begun a new century.

We faw not the beginning. of that which is paft, nor fhall we fee,
onearth, the end of that which is begun. Great events have we
feen, and great events will our children fee. And there is one
which we all muft {ee, and which, as it concerns the individual, is
more 1mportant than all that have paffed before us—that within a

fhort time; we muft relinquith ouvr earthly interefts and con-
neftions, and remove, not from one clime, but from one world to

another ; muft enter on a new ftate of exiftence ; appear in the
prefence of the Almighty Judge ; receive our eternal deltination to
felicity or woe ; dwell among fpirits, holy or impure, according
as our character 1s aflimilated to the one, or the other—Good God !

how amazing the thought !-~To thine unbounded mercy we refort,
and here we reft. Compared with fuch a change, what is the re-
volution of a kingdom, or the diffolution of an empire ? What
multitudes have experienced fuch a change in the century paft 2
What multigg&éis will “expericnce the fame in the century to come 3

Countleféfm‘il’l&ns;n;dtryct n exiftence will, - within an hundred

MO P a* " . .
years,. com_% on tihte"ﬁagc, act a part, and pafs dway to rcccive their
rctributionfiﬁ%bther world. We have already come on the ftage .

> ; ﬁ '-‘l':‘- . oF . ) »
our .part+is, afligned.- us ; our.end will be:according to our woiks.
SR :kﬂ -
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To us the gofpel of falvation is given : whether our. defcendants

will enjoy 1t, depends on our wifdom and fidelity. Lég us cordial.
Jy cbey it, and faithfully hand it on tothem. Thus we {hail enfure_
our own falvation, and in the beft manoer contribute to thetrs.

Though we cannot in this low vale fee all the vaft events, with:
which the new century is pregnant, yet we may rife to a fuperior

ftation, and thence behold them with admiration and joy. Tbough*
we fhall not fee the Church 1n 1rs glory on earth, vet wemay.join
a more glorious Church above, and thence look down on the won.
ders of Divine Providence toward the Church below, and join the
Heavenly choir in afcribing glory and blefing to Goo for his great .

{alvation to the faithful, and his righteous judgments on their ene-
mies. Great and marvellous are thy works, Lord Gop Almighty :
Juft and true are all thy ways, thou King of Saints.

4
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A HYMN

SUNG AFTER SERMON,

WITH wonder we {urvey the ways,
In which our Gop to men imparts
The bleflings of his love ; with praife
Oudr mouths are fill’d, with joy our hearts.

From Heaven he fent his glorious fon;
To dwell with men ; for them to die;

From death ke rais’d him to a throre,
With pow’r to rule through earth and fky.

Proud are the kingdoms of the world ;
But though of wealth and pow’r they boalt,

They all to ruin fhall be hurl’d,
Rather than his Redeem’d be loft.

Rear’d by his hand, bought with his blood,
Firm ftands his Church, though earth affail ;
Through twice nine ages it has ftood,

Nor will the gates of hell prevail.

Like Mofes’ buth on Midian’s plains,

Oft has it been enwrapt in flame ;
But unconfum’d it f#till remains,
Secur’d by Jesus® mighty name.

By fuperftition’s’madnefs driv’n,
'To thefe Columbian wilds 1t fled ;
Here nurtur’d by the care of Heav’n,

It, like a vine, has grown and {pread.

This vine, Dear Savicur, nurture ftill ;
Vile fhoots prune off, but fpare the root :
Increafe it, till the land it fill
And blefs the nations with its fruit.

With joy we contemplate the day,
When CrrisT fhall through the earth be known :

Ye ling’ring years, come, roll away,

To fpeed the glories of his throne.



