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gious Society was formed in this place. . And this da

completes the fortieth year, fince my relation to you
commenced. My Miniltry has been twice as long, Qs

L

that of your firft Paftor ; and almoft five years longc'*'

than that of my immediate predeceflor. The day re-

minds us of the relation fubfifting between-us : The
length of time, which this relation has continued, re-

‘minds us, t_hat its diffolution.is at hahd.

Your prefcnt attendance in ghe houfe of God I have
requeﬁed that I might addrefs you, on fome important
‘matters, under the 1mpreﬂion, which the day will natu- '
rally make on your minds, as well as my own.

The fubftance of my exhbrtation will be that, which

- the text and the {eafon fuggeﬁ K St'md falt 1n the
-Lord.” |
T {hall lllaﬂmte the words in applying them to you.
I. Stand fd{’c in the faith of the Gofpcl aod prel
-with indignation, every attempt to feduce you from it
Ifyou elieve there is a God who governs the world,
‘and men gre 'u.coum'lblc creatures, then you believe
there is fuch a thing as religion. And if there 13 any
fuch thing, it muft be that which you find in theGofpel.
Here every vice is forbidden, and ¢very virtue inculea-
ted, I‘LLI’B‘HIE mo*[l\powcrful arguments are propofed,
and the moft cffectnal afliftances oﬂ'ci't_:d, fo reccommenid
and enéo:.irage 1 virtuous lite.  And here the molt
\ gracious provifion 1s made to bring thie ruilty 1w a;
ftate of pardon, and revive theu deiponding lmpu
Whoove
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3 ‘Whoever, thcr'efore, makes ﬁght of the Gofpel, rec-
jeéts, in fubftance, all religion : He leaves no ground
. on whxch his hope can fecurely ftand, and no, informa-
tion on whlch his faith can rationally depend. If he
- difccrds the idea of religion, he renounces his rationali-
ty, and takes rank among the brutes. If he frames to
himfelf a religion, different from that taughtfy revela-
tion, tl:ius far 1t muft be irrational and abfurd ; néither

confifent with the ¢haraler of Gpd, nor adﬂ.pted to the
cmdltmn of man.

The honeft and nl;right man, who doubts the divini-
ty of the Gofpel, will carefully examine its ¢v idences,
and promptly yield to the conviftion which they bring.
Before he ventures .to rejelt the Saviour propofed, he
will take time to anfwer this queftion, * To whom fhall
Igo ' What . better way of pardon fhall I find—what
- better iy[’cem of virtue fhal] I contrive, than th-t which
~the Gofpel reveals? The ferious ¢xamination of this
queftion will certainly lead him to a humble acquz-
'Hcfccnce in the chriftian fcheme.

If the Gofpel is divine and important, unbelief muit
invelve us in awful guilt, The Saviour {ays, ¢ If ye
believe .not that I am he, ye 1hall die in your fins.’
¢ Take heed, therefore, left there be in any of you an
evil heart of unbelief in departing from the hvmg God:
But exhort one another daily, left any be hardened
through th¢ deceitfulnefs of fin.’

This
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This is aday, when deifin, and the errors which lead

to 1t, appear more openly, than they have ufually done.
The errors: moft remarkably tending to infidelity are

umverfalyfm, fatalifm, and enthufiafm.
" Unwverfalifin, or the denial of future punifhment,
relaxes the momllty of the Gofpel, and gives the reins

toevery luft. Fatalifn, or the doftrine that the voli-
‘tions and a&ions of, men, whether goad or bad, arc all

pre_cifel_,y fixed and determined by aneternal and uncon-
trolable necéﬂit_y', takes away all fenfe of accountable-
nefs, and opens wide the door to- vice and licentiouf-
nefs. E;:tb:}ﬁaﬁﬂ,: or a reliance on imaginary revela-
tions, made either to ourfelves, or to other people, fu-
‘p_erfede's"- and fets afide the revelation which God has

g1ven us in the Gofpel. Thus they all eventually lcad
to, ard ufually termmatc in total infidelity. ‘

. The open, undlfgulfed appearance of 1nfidelity in the
prefent..day isaconfequence of thofe political convul-
fions and revolutions, which have agitated the world, &
cfpema]ly this partofit. . A fpirit of liberty awakens
enquiry, and emboldens an avowal of fentiments, which
once were {tudioufly concealed. When enquiry is
- roufed, itymakes: many ufeful difcoveries : but it will
often run to excefs. There is, in fome minds, a certuin
- vanity, which affe&s to difcard common epinions, in
order to difplay a {uperiority of genius. Free enquiry
13, on the whole, f2vourable to truth; but its firft ef-

forts often produce temporary errors and confufions.
| The



The imigration of forcigners, which is a natural con-
{equance of our national profperity, and of :the prelent:
cons ylitons in Europe, will be attended: wreh jeal dan-
eror 1o the purity of religion. I\Tm) of thefe rou:wm.r:
betng men of diftinguithed cducation lmd fortunc, as

well as of licentious principles and mianncrs, will 1n-

* . » . ." ) ',‘Iﬁ y ’ j.
troduce and diffeminate among us the Vices and errors
q . . -/ , "o . ¢ |
" of their own country And hbeitine fentiments are

. : : N
fo congenial to the corruptions of the heart, fo ddtter-

ales
ing to human, pride, acd fo pleafing to the natural love
of novclt), that they eafily gain credit and prevail,
As this 1s a day of danger, be watc nlu] I¢il veu

Lear the inﬂru&mns, which caufe LO CI'T hun e waords

of knowledge.  Let your mind: be impradicd wiw o
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s real temper be wrought in your hearts.

- When a new {entiment s oftered o
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virtue, or om_y' emboldons vice—vwhether ot loas to re-

peatance of fin and amcudment of lily, cr ouly pacilies
- confcious gutltsa—whether it voenld -11‘1:;];:: vou boetrer

e, or rather fet von locle fv onrthe cLiteations ol 1:0-
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in the future life ; ; and Tet your regards to 1t be govem-
“ed, not by the examples and Opmwns of 1 men, but by
~ thie fober dl&ates of reafon, and the plain inftruions of

b

fxevelatmn.

2. As -you would ftand faﬁ in the Lord, you muﬂ.
. maintain a chriftian profefion, and fupport the honour
cof it by..a correfpondent life.

It 1S nO ucommon thing, that perfons when they
- are called upon to emter into the church of God, plead
1 excufe for their neglet, that the members of the
¢hurchvare as Joofe and ungodly as many others. And
 they afk, * Why fhould we join ourfclggs to fuch a fo-

r nothing {rom
¢

ciety, when its members differ lmle,
tbe men of the world ??

.Fhis is, x.nd-eed, an mfuflicient excufe. The vbliga-
tions of religion lie on all, to whoth the Gofpel comes.
1hey arife not from a voluntary profeflion, but from
the c’ommﬁnd of God. _-If one fees corruptions 1a a
church, t@is 15 not a reafon, why he fhould turn away

fromr it,.and leave the corruptions to prevail ; but ra-

. thera reafon, why he fhould join himfelf to it and .co-
Q,per‘at:e“ with s brethren to retify what 1s amifs. It :
35, however, a known fact, that the loofe converfation
. of profeflors difcredits rell*rlon and obflructs thegrewth
e the church,  Chriftians are therefore tobe blame-
Ief 3y the funs C o} without rebulie 1a the miclﬁ* of a
| | pevverle

*
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perverfe nation, fhining as l:ghts in the world, and hold-

lng forth the word of hfe" | 1 |
‘Walk, my brethen, as men bound for another world

--as men feeking abetter country. Ifyouare ab" orbed in
cares, add:&ed to the p]eafures, and conformed to
the manners of this world, will it be thought, that there
18 any ﬁncenty:n your profeflion ? Will.not your exam-
‘ple cormpt the manners of many around you? The
Apoﬁle fpeal-.s—-and he fpeaks with, tears-—concerning
;i; fome, who fo. walk that they are encmiles to the crofs of
Chnﬁ - | .

| When I fpeak to the profeﬁors of religion, I tean

 to comprehend all, who, in any way, declare their be-
'hef of the Gofpel ; yea, all who have been confecrated

i to God. 'You ought to regard your baptifm as a feal
jof your covenant obligations, unlefs you mean to re-
fnounce 1t. Ana if you renounce this, what do you
lefsthan rennunce the Saviour!—Baptifm”is1nto Chrift.

_ .The‘Gofpel-has come to ysu. You either believe,
or difbelieve it. If you belicve it, then pmfefr it, and
live agreeably to it, If you mean to reject 1t, beware

leﬁ. that come upon you, which is written in the Pro-
phets ;¢ Behold, ye defpifers, and wander and perifh.”
3. To ftand faft in the Lord, is to maintain the poiL-
¢r-of his religion, :
' There are fome, who have but a fuperficial religion.
1he
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Theéy. are not willing that the form of godlinefs fhould
be dlfcommucd ) the world, nor do they intend to re-

. mounce, lt the*nfelvcs. But the} choofe to make their

N\

18115;1?11 ap ealy~pliant thing, which may comport with
their interefts and Kumours, and ‘will et impofe toc |
great reﬁramta._ Hence,ihey arc_carricd about with
divers and ftrange: do&rmes. They follow every new

- fcﬂ: hopmg to find fomet‘ung which will pleafle their
1magination, and pacify their confcience. Tle¥ are

everlearning, but neverfettled in the belief of the truth.

Illerata fome, who ﬁattPr themfelus, a'lt 1t is no

grfat matter, what a man believes, 1f he only.acts a-

ﬂreeably to his behcf——that great firictnefs in morals 1s

1 gy =

hot required, or may be dlfpeufed with, where there is
‘a regular attendance on forms, and a’wa irmth of aflec-
“tion 1n devotional exerm es. Thus they put the megus

in the place of the end.

e "'\.—H"’il-'l.rhﬂ-ﬂ“ﬂr;i-l. v = YR el

- Theré'are‘ fome, who excufe the.corruptions of their
heart, and their acquired habits of vice, under the foft |
| ‘and gentl name of natural defires.  And they ima- -
gine, L{xod will never condemn them for following |
thofé'propenﬁ'ties', which he has put in them as a part
of their conftitution. . Thus, by making their own ﬁj

-lufts and-humours, the ftandard by which to judge of"!

e T R e TR

wirtue and vice, they form to thea.fclves a licentious

rc]:glon, Whlcll tolcrates their mtqaities, and calins
{:

1
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their feais. They cxplain away “the fubﬁancs., and
“leave only the fhadow ; and under this they fit with a

falfe delight.

Bcwarc that you indrlge no fuch delnfivesfenticzents.
If rchgldn was defigned to prepare won for. Leav enlv
. happmefs, 1t muft form you to a temper capable of
that happmefs. As that confifts in the enjoyment of
God, religion mufl transform you into the Image of
- God. o |
~ Obferve the {lated exercifes of fecret religion, fulls
é.’ felff:xa_mfnation, ‘editation and «pra yer. Jf thels
are throwﬁ afide, you cannot ezpenenc‘e ti;e real power
of godlinefs,  This confifts in ptous rvegards to (ed,
-ahd fixed refolutions for his fervice, which can be inain-

'tamcd only by intercourfe with bim, and cenverie

¥

with your’elves..

4. A faithful attendance on the erdinances L the
.-Gc_ifpc.l 1s implied in your ftanding faft in the.l.ord.

Thus the Apoftle teaches us : Having liberty,” favs
hie,” ¢ to enter into the holieft by the blood of - Jefus, et
us draw near with a true hcart, in the full aflurance ¢f
Faith—Let us hold f’lﬂ the prefeflion of our faith witl:-
out wavering —~Lct us covﬁder onc another to ,“evcnu
unto love and good worh.s, not for{aking the '1ﬂcmblms
of ourfelves together.’ o ’

The ordinances, which God has inftitated, archigh-
. | B | )y
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Iy Jmportfmt, and cannot be negle&ed without frreat thl-
honour to him, apd awful danger to * ourfe]fcr

et me e*chort parents to bring their children to
baptifin. 'I}l_xougb of late ther¢ has been a great increafe

of baptifms, ftill there are among.us fome houfcholds
unbaptlzed |

ad

'Ifpeak now onlv to thofe, who acknowled e the
Tlght of infants to baptifm ; for this j5 not a t:me to
'bl‘ll!g forward matters of contrmcrfy If vou believe
that baptifm is an inftitution ot ‘God ; and that, under
the__ Gofpel, as under former d: (perfations of the cove- .
nant of grace, children are to be delicated to himeif

 you recolled, that under the patrizicial, as W cll as
Jewifh dlfpenﬁltlon, the feal of God's covenant was to,

- be applied to th{j‘l-——lf you call to mind, that, 1 the
“firlt creation of man, God ordained that childven fhould
be a_feed to biifelf, and made this ordinance u part of

T hig covenant with Adam, as the prophet Malachi ob-
ferves ; you will feel yourfelves bound to p-refent youx
childrcnr to God, and to procure for them the appoInt-
ed'token -of their covenant relation to him. |
. The proiperity of the church greatly depends on the
- religious education of chlldren, and the attendant blef-
ﬁrw of God.  And your confecration of them-to him,
10’ his inftituted way, will be a mean of awakening
~ your attention to their education, and of obtaining his

blefling for them.
. | I



[t is with pleature, that I. have belidd, in monibs
- paft, the great incrcafe of wmmumcanm at thie Lord’s

table.. But fhll there are man) who tutn anay [1em
it. " Of the youths {ew take a feat there. I Lopetacie
- are, amoang yau; my chndren, thofe who .rcn'ii_}: reve-
~ rénce the ordinance of Chrift’s fupper. “I'he numbers,
which I often fee fitting around, as ferious fpeftators of
the folemnity, afford a pleafing expedtation, that more

wil draw near, _and Chnﬂ"s table will be full. 11 you
 are detained from this ordinance by rchg,mua fzars,
‘your very fears prove your right té it. For a feai of
".oﬁendmg God by an unworthy atgendance, "Wln not -’

ftop here. It will reftrsin you from oﬁ'c_ndmg J:in by

other unworthy conduét.” And a fear thus operating

indicates a_heart prepared to draw near to;(}bcf‘

But if you look on the ordinance with indrlevence;
co'nfi};;r; 1t 15 an ‘ilnﬁitutionpf Chrift defigned Jdor the
commernprafion of his deathr; apd thercfore 1ndiltera
ence to It gﬂufl involve great ingratitude, impicty
and guilte |

\Vc wifn to fee Chrift’s church mcrc'lﬁnb, aad the
young_funfcnbmg with their- hands td him. But we
‘_wi.ﬂl?"that all who name the name of Chrift may depart
from iniquity, and walk worthy of hLim, who has g:ﬂlcd
them to his ‘kingdom and gIor;*.‘

Suffer me alfo, iﬁy brethren, to call your attention to

the ftated worlhfp of the Lord’s (dy. S
| ' . That

A ¥ e
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Tiiat focial worfhip is a divine appointment, adipte.l
to the benefit of civil fociety, as well as to the promo-
tion of vital'gedlinefi, you will not deny. And yet it
cannot be differnbled, that, in thd prefent day, mnlt-
tades treat it with great indiffcrence. Let not this in-

Jiflerence be feen. among you. If you, who are profef-
iars of rellglon, and heads of familics, neglet, and al-
15w your children to negle@ the worfhip of the fanctu.
ary, it 1s nataral to 'appre\hend, that 1ndifference to this

divine appointment will more and more prevail ; and,

perhaps, when a vacancy thall take place among you—
this evea is not remote—you will have grown fo
rezzll205 of God’s wbrﬂlip, that his houte wiil be lett
you defolate. It would be painful to reiize, that the
next genzration will come forward and grow up with.

Sut bant fm—withaut public inftreQion——witheut ro-
a2cd for the fabbath, or for the bible.

Confiler :h: matter as it imuaediatedy veipects mur-

o 2

'ﬁf}'ff‘;‘;. Is an aveclionto Gol’s wer q1111- confittent with
the temnzr which vetongs toheaven? Would not an ata
":1::1';:1'0*: upogy it aflid youn your perfonal religion, and
.1 the education of your chldoen \‘.;-1 1 net vour

) . .
500‘::] C(LL':HPI{: o ]Ii“ l]f hn.n’“u oty I-t:fjl o are
comirg after you? "‘n}' ane to arottior, ¢ O me wad et
Us g up ty thr, houteof the Lord.”  Let vour reco lend

Cyrithia it wally,” Tt it appear ws 2oty thnt s
compact toxcthier, wlather the tnibes go un o give

yhanlis to the rome of the Lo;f:.
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~ There 1s ancther thiag winch I beg loave jaftto moer -
tion. Iti1s what muft {oon call your attention, unie Rp—
which heaven prevent—yon ceale to b a whizious li()r-
‘ciety. - 1 fhall not dwcl{ on the fubielt 5 bat I otun
think of it with concern. It 1 providing a dccent and
-con}'cnicn_,t houfe for divine worthip.,  Whencver there
fhall be a vacancy here, to fupply it wiii be excecdingly
dihicult—perhans impradticubls, in the prefent ftatc ol
your houfe of worihip.” The building of a mecting-
houl_'c, and the tetthing of 4 minilter at the fame thne,
may be atteaded with fuch embarrafments, as will

-

‘muca cadanger your peace and trmiquililf: 1)Ut own
pt‘udch'c wiil léad you to (l{:]ibt‘l‘f;t(‘, whetiiey the vone
currence oi two fo tmportant tranfactr,ns, oaghi ot ik
"poilibie, to be proventedh

i_ 5. Your tlandrig faft 1n the Lord wiid much denend

on the muntenattoe ot famdy coline, L0 thi, s gonea

rallv negicated, il tehgion witi 1 o1 didapoear. Jothaa
thoughe fo, v lhen he faid to the eopte of Hivc, C 100
feemevil to you tolerve the Lordd, Jliect Vo, tats day,
whio :,‘L"HH; lcrve. But, @ for me and ny Loute,
we wili five e Lord.

- Attend, then, to the rchigicis education of your chil-
dren, and afford tuem vour afliftance in the lhinp;s which
concern th-ir pretent uletulnefs and future happinels.
- Trame them up to wdutley o fome henett calling.
Relirai;'l\}.cir iriegulr preopenities. kocourage eve-
ry virtuous dupolition.  Feinai tom with the ne-

, | | cellary
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‘ceflary means of mental improvement. Walk befura
them 1n a perfe@ way. . Suffer them not to become
the companions of fools; but teach them to allociate
with the wife. DMaintain {ocial worihip 1n your houles,
and require their orderly attendance.  This will facili-
tate your domeftic government, and ohtain the dwmc
| blefling on your houfcholds.

6. . The Apoftle h'wmq exprefled his defire, that the
Theffalonian believers fhould ftand faft in the Lord,
adds this requelt, The Lord make you to increate and
abound inlove one toward another, and toward all nwcn,

to the gnd he may ¢ffublifh your hearts unblameable 1n

holinefs.’

That you may ftand faft 1in Chrift, you muft cult:-
vate a {pirit of candour and charity, in oppoﬁ..:onéo

blgotry-'--:{ fp!rlt of pea_ce and huamility 1n oppulltwn

L

to {piritual pride, from whence cofnes contention.

Regard religion as important ; but Le moft zealous
Torthe fubflance of 1t; not Tor were arcumitanges and
Aappendages. Be fteady in yvour chiiftian protet-
fion; but nevercondema thele wao diiler from you, un-
lefs the dlffcrcnq. aftects the foundation of chriftianity,

Landour‘aml condeicention are cffeatial to a Gofpcl
temper and conduct, and ﬁccfeﬁflry to the peace aid cdi-
fication of Chuiitian churches. |

Hitherto, my brethren, yvou have mamtained a com-
mendable unioo. 1 do not find, that any controver(y

a3
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has-ever exifted in.this church, which has required the

interpofition ot an ecclefiattical council, Let brother-
ly love continue.’ Dangers have attended beu ; Lut,
by the good ‘hand of providence, you have beenTafely
condulled tlirough them. Dangers jgain’ may ariie,
'but be at peace among your(elves, and the God of peace
}W{ll be with yeu. ¢ Mark them,; who caufc divifions

and offenfes, contrary to the doétrine which ye have re-
ceived, and avoid them ; for they who are {uch ferve
m.)t‘fhc Lord Jefus Chrif, but their own belly, znd
with good words and fair {pecches deceive the hearts ot

the ﬁmplc. ’

" There.is an hypocrify, which, to ferve a party détize
affe&s a xcal for the purity of the chuarch, 111:::, o
loag-asJtcan work fecretly, under the dil'g!:zifc of picty,
will produce great miichief. Excepting this, there is-
nothing more dancerous to the peace of the church,
than religious bigotry ; by which I mean, laying fuch
uﬁreafonable weight on certain opinions and furms, as

to exclude from out.charity and fellowfhip all whe dif-
fent from us.

“Thofe, fe@s, which fet up feparate communions, to

the exclufion of other Chriftians,and are induftrious to .

rmake profclytes from other churches, that they may 11-
creafe a party of their own, are bmldmg on a founda-
tion very different from that which Chrift has marked
out.” Never patronize and encourdge any feét founded

on.fo narrow a balis—any fe&t wlm.h rears v itfelf by
materials
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em,
-

- materials furreptitioufly collefted from other buildings.
To undermine,one chriftian fociety 1n order to buuld
vp another, 15 the eflence of bigotry, as diftinguifhed
from charity. On this principle few chriflian churches
can exift ; for ):'ou will fid, 1in the fame vicinity, fow
Chriftians who do not, in fome things, differ from one
~another, And if every difagseement muft caufe a fe-
parﬂtion, fcarccljr two can walk together. And we find
‘in fadt, that focicties, ereed on this narrow balfis, foon
totter and fall into.rnins,

In.this imperfe& ftate there mut be charity and con.
e ' : e .
defcention, elfe there can be no union and ftability 1o

chriftian churches.

I remind you of thefe things, thaugh ye know them,
and- are cfic th‘ncd i the prefent truths, T think 1t
meet, aslong.as I am 1o this tabernacle, to ftir you 'up
by puttlnfr you I rcmnmbmz ce, knowing, that fhortly
I muft put off this tebernacle.  And T defire, that, af-

ter my deceafe, ye may be able to have thefe mm < Gl

ways 1n remembrance.

The t'iinc_herc allotted us 15 fnort.  Soon our duys
on, carth will be numbered : Let us fill them up with
ufefulnefs, that we may finifh them with joya.

When I look back, I.am furprized to fee hew foon
forty years have pafled away. The time which re-
mains to me, and to fome of you, will fecarcely be per-

cetved, Let us, who are walking together in the

R

K ‘
I 1

downvard
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dotynward path of life, conteniplate our end, and apnly
our hearts to wlldom.

Therc are many prefent in this allembly, who have

o

no recollection of the commencement of my miniiry.
Their exiftence began at o later dute. Dt vou, oy

friends, will foon find yourfelves in the

'

You alréady Lerm to take 2 hare in fhe bhutiols of 1o-

ciety. You, perhaps, will Faes 1 part iy o3l D

1 1

=

tlement of another minitler. Ay vour hewrn, Leob

led with thole pious il.:*utimcnts, atd locind woiocloon,

which will quaiify you tev the pattad 5.

)

1'9'0!'1(1, and for the 11':1171&1:55; ;_‘l'wpu_;l‘r.t: [0 % e ik b

w

1next. S

May this chrititan tocicty, which Las flecd tor
]lu11(11‘§11 years, ﬂll‘l {and falt in the Lord,  The yin‘u .
zeal of vour fathers Luid 2 foundatzmio e privalegos,
v.m...h n_:u ht.;e c.,w‘, . Dce that Yot Voot :.'rriml Y-L'dl’
t!“" m 1t tiiem  to LUL(.'-_.L.;..HI:'T f‘C]n..lu..x.u?- 111‘» lm-\"
who fhAll live an hun Wred years Licner, recognize
your works of picty, =3 you do thes, who lived an
hundied year: ago. | -~

1o awaken in s the zcu) rroomm wtiaed, and to en-
fo*r(.c"!.he advice offerad to us, we will tuliea view of
the origin 2nd progret, of thiy weiety) wud of the deal-
11gs of providence toward it. |

The tevn of 901‘:;;0* Sy (D Wit Wiis town re-

mcda PArt Bl 3774) was feitled Do Resbad
B |
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in'the year 1636, jult 16 years after the arrival of oun

fathers at Plymouth. In the preceeding year, planta.
116ns were bcguﬁ “in Windfor, Hartford and Wethers.

eld, b} adventurers from Dorchefter, \.T(.wtoun, (now
calied Cambrlﬂge) and Watertown. Gov. Winthroup,
an has Journal, fays, ¢ In October 1635, about 60 men
woinen and.children,, went by.lafid towards Connecti-
cut, with their cows, heifers and fivine, and after a tea
drous and difficult journey, arrived {ufe there.— But tiie
people - fram Dorchefter whogemoved their'cattlc‘rbe-
fore winter, loft the greatcil part of them.  Some,
however, which came lute, und coald not be put évie

{!1_3 I‘i?(.'l‘, lived well thro! the w.giter without fN h.z__'.

T

Chie people were put to great firags tor want o[,;n'ow-

ians.  T'hey ate malt, gratns, and goorns 5 and tiey ol

el

near S 2000 weith of a,:.il..lc.
.
At 1111.: tlmc cattle of all kinds were extremely dear,

A good cow was valued ut _,{;:c or [30; @ pair ¢t

oxen at /‘;40.; ﬂlu.p at o/ a‘head. e
LThe reafon allcdgcd for thefe cmigratitms was, ting’
all the towns within the Bay began to be r_xg'uch‘
ftrattened by their nearnels to one another, and Ly the

great increafe of tuar cattle”
~But though the want of rcom might be tad {irft mo-
tive, a fpirit of enterprize ftrongly co-operated with it :
Kor the emigrations were fo large, that the old towns
-

%

wete thereby exceedingly wendiened and  dimnifhed.
“ _ Governoy
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Governor Winthrop fays, “In 1636, Mr. Hooker,
paﬁor of the church of Newtown and thc beft &f his

congrcgatlon- went to Connet.’clcut :md dtoxc thither 100

heads of cattle.” And from Dorchefter My, Watham
‘the paftor removed with almoft his whole church, fo

that foon aftcr we find the pcople 1n that town delibe-
rating on the formation of a mew church, ¢ a great

part of the 0ld ohe-bemq gone to Conne&icut.”

The firft planters 1n Springficld were no more than
"énght men, The number of women and clnldien I
have hot bccn able to learn. Their firft 1ntention was
to have xfctt]'ed on the welt fide of the river, as did the
adventurers in the towns below.,  Accordingly they be-
- gan to build in the gre.at meadow, at a place from that
_circumftance denominated, and {1l called How/fe BMea-
dow ; qt)“ut on the friendly advice ¢f the natives, that the
place was fubje@ to inundations, they changed thess
purpole, and removed to the other fide.

Though they were few in number, yet, anunated

with a fpirit of picty, they early provided for the fet-

-tlement of the Gufpel Miniftry.. And within one y‘car

after the plantation began, Mr. Moxcn, Lhcn firll min:l-
ter, wis with them. '

The people on Connelticut tiver generaliy lived 1n

peace with their Indian neighbours. “Ihe town of.

Wethersficld, however, in the fecond year after the fets
tlement began, met with a fevere blow, ¢ oequin, @

p UK

”(

ke



‘head man of the river Indians, Zave lands on the ri-

—""'"“"—-s..._,_______.u [

ver to the Englifh, that he might {it down by them aad
be prote@ted. But when he came to Wethersfield and
fet up his wigwam, the people drove him away by force,
- Refenting the w'rong, but wanting ftrength to revenge
1t, he fecretly drew 1n the Pequots, who came up the |
, rwer, and killed fix men at theirwork, and three we-
men, and mptwatcc‘ twe qnla,anddeﬁroycd a herfe and

twentvcows. As this mifchiet was in confea uence of

2 plovoc'mon offcired on the npart of the Englith, they,
by advice from the governor and magiitrates in Bollon,
| - 7/ A

inflead of profecuting a war, made a new agrecineit with
the Indians of the river. =~ - '

- The peoplein Sprmgﬁeld {uffered no moleftation trom,
z‘f'n.u Indians, until thc year 1675, which was astirne of
great calamity.

The famous warrior king Philip, who had ever becn
~ an cnemy to the "Enghth, being driven {rom his head
o 'quartcrs at Briftol, then caljed mount Hope, came with
y his Indians to the weftward; and, having deltroyed

Brookfield, advanced to the river, and excited among

the Indians here a general difsifeSion to the Lnglith,

The people in this and the nerthern towns on the™ris

ver, began to apprehend danger, and to put thamfelves

in a ftate of defence. The people in fjpringﬁcid,_hcﬁ)w-

- ever, relying on the prefefiions.of the Indiang, felt too
- fecure, Hoitilities committed in the townsabove,
Auguftand September, increafed theis cencern : but
,, " | - al
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~flill they did not realize thetr-danger, until, by a mef-
fage from Windfor, they were informed, that 300 of
Philip"s men had jowed with tic Spr}ingﬁcl"dr Indians,l
and were then in the Indian fort on Long Hill, and that
- their intention was to deﬂroy the town, l11s plot was
difclofed by one of the Windfor Indians. On thisalar-

-ming-iateligence, the people fled to thc_ir fortified liou<
{es, and thus faved themfelves from a general matlicre.
In the morning of the sth of®&ober, O. S. two men,
with 2w intention to examine the truth of the informat.-
ea from Windlor, fet out -for the Indian fort; buat wore
fired upon by the way ; one wa, Kkiijed, thz other mer-
tally wounded. The conflagration of the town ur.;.;
chate]_) enfued, in*which were confumecd about *o het-
fes, and 2o barns. Only two or three houfus cloarea o
‘Thefe were fortified. Afiflance was fent frem etier
towns, but arrived too late.  Befides tha two men ab .o
mentioned, thcxe were feveral wounded, ..md oite iy

tally. Onec v*oman was flain.*

Oune of the men kpled in the 1Inornlag i thc way to.

ward the as Nr. Thomas dtdler, from whon d:-
{cen L(kthc family of that name in this *"1:‘i‘-h.
At this time thcrc were {ome hioufes 1n I...onf*rlac AHPLLS

and 2 number on 'hz.-. fide of the Tiver, none of which
were deftroyed. The encmics firfl. objedt avas the deoe

..,
xll ot
m_—_- mﬂ » g o

¥ See Mr. Brrcl’ Centm Soris
. (‘I

™
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f!>~l\ﬂlon of the principal fettlement, Before they could

extehd their operations, fuccours arrived.

\i | But in the I'm‘insr folldwmg, form, mifchicf was donc

)

§ on this fide of the river. In Chi icopee-ftreet, fo called,
about a mile north of the meeti g-houfe, the Indians
illed .2 young man named. Pelatial Morgan ; and at

~ the famc ttme, captwated a lad, who »was in company
~with him. The lad afterward returned. |

“In the fame year, by the beft lnformatlon ] can ob-
tain, Mr. Abel Leonard, who lived near the fouth bank
of Agawam, was thot in his canoe, as he was pafling
t}nt nvfbr. "One of his defcendauts, of the fifth genera-
\ tigh, now dwells on the fame lot. /

' There 1s an 1imperfet tradition of thers, captivated,

and {lain, of whom I can colle& no fatisfatory uccount.
' \ Within the memory of our aged people, fome of the
»  houfes here\were fortified and garrifoned ; and within
abont 50 yea&s pait, watches were occahonally appointed

N

o

“to patrole’ our:ftreets, for fear of the enemy.

Happy are we, who fleep in our houfes, and go forth
to our Jabou rs in fafcty, & have none to make us afraid.
At what tlm;, the fettlements on the weft fide of the

ryver bcgan, I cannot learn with exa&nefs ; but it was

| ]::l')b"!blv as early as the year 1660. In the fpace of 39
~ wyears, the houfes in that part of the town, which is now
\‘«"“I"'}'!'n; frft parith in Springfield, had increafed from per-
baps about 8 to but litde .more than 30 : and yet in

\\ ., | | 1664,
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1664, @_hich was IT years b_ehgre, there were, in the
"ﬁrhqle’ town, 73 male inhabitants. There muit there-
- fore have been a confiderable number at that tigie in o-

| thr_e:' parts of the town, | | | |
.In'1662, there was granted to John Riley, a Zou/s
loMn the weft fide of the }ivct‘,. cdnditicm’éd, that he
foon ercfled a houfe upon it.  And two years after,
there was granh_gd te Thomas _Coz;pc r, un the fouth fics:
of Agawam, a boufe lot, lr‘)qntﬁcd with reclation to a cel-

- 1%!‘, which he had already dug. - |

Withina few years after this, I find grants of bonfe /¢
in divers places ; (owne as far welt as Paucatuck-brook: .

In 1683 there appears to have beén a number of ii.-
habitants here ; for, in this year, on the 18th of March, a
boat containing fundry perfons, who, on the Lord’s day,
were returning from public worthip, was overfet in
the great river! and three perfons were 8Growned ; viz.
Reice and John Bedartha, and Lydia the wifc of Joleph
- Bedurtha. Another woman, by the name of Rogeis,

-

fuppofed at ficft to have been dead, was reflored. *

In the year 1696, which was 6o yearsafter the fzttle-
ment-of the town began, the inhabitants on the wel fide
“of the river, making about 30 families, were INCOrpori=",

. “tedd

which I bave Leen able to find, are Riley and Coaper. - Soon after the .
are Foﬂcr, f}’oms,' Petty, Scot, Barber, 'Rngrrs, Milier, Parlos. s o
gan, Fowier, Leonard, Bidurtha, Ely, Bagz, Day, Nervick,
namcs, MoK or atl, were here beforethe parifb was incorperared
of them arc Xow Extin Elm—/ome are 1.umercus gnd reipectalle, |

N L,

\,
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its nlacs. Fromthem and otlers 1h
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tcd inte : adiftin& pariih. Iun. Jun? zégSnc!u_ujch A&
gathe red, 2nd tl:e rev’d John Woodbridze was ordarned

ats, 'pa’lc:r. ‘Te digdn in June 1618, }He was well re@om-

e b'" imany, pcopm who wefe hving when I ccme 1o

ve lcarned, that be

- : a ! - , ' . ) .
fulained 2aamiable charadter, as 3 gonkleman, aderidian

aond a miuiﬂ::r.“

Vhat wes th c growih of the parih, and the num,
‘

%

Y

b &

A ol ,‘ N l‘* * - :‘- - . ‘-
C. bn;:t;fr:“;s, acmisons . dondlis, GG O LT,

:cannot et {or s recortls, i1 ne .1:.}'*.. AT Wl ll

{o0n af‘tcl‘ T‘:fs death.

i : | -, . . - I
The firft deacens inthis church, Mels. John Batuer,
it aea

itd bepezer Parfons, were ehdien .n 1770 The foee

\

- mer ured i 1712, ooed o the Jatter 1a 1732, aged S

' ~ . X ‘
years. Kirht ott l(.'lS "have “u.{?.:;m-cd ard axercafod th

a?y

eon’ s office 11 }‘1 clruarsh :

* - - v - we Rey P 'T
ceafed.. Their ages wcere 9::.., So; =3, and 82 vean.

-5 ) L] ' -~ .

Four drc &ill Lvidg, of whom onec is now a7, and viic

3wyems oll.§ -

I ]une, 1502, this meeting-houfe was ered ded. It

srofe in ‘the very. begmmng of the preient enmr:-.

Meay the next century, wluch is juil at hand, as early ¢
. a

- X Mz let: four jons, wHe were mme of wirtdy cuparac-

1. Tw of them were mimiflers.  Oxe [ciiled in Somtnaiicy 5 :be
other i34 a par:ﬁ nf Newbav:im. -

€ Aes. Faieoh By, Jobn I'Jy, SamuX D.ly aJ Fonh Merrict,

§ M. . Natbanid Aichin'an? ani jawqu Wose.

Tne deacons. of the foush church are all fill bvicg. Téc two firfd,

5. Fobn Z..murd and Remben | eonard, were che w13 1262, and

aremow, the former in bis-871h, the lasrer 19 iv: 19 var.

s
*
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» new houfe r;ﬁng among von. ¢ Build anio Gad =

'fan&uary,' that he may dwell amony von.” Xnd ¢ be

ye all butlded together for an ?1::"§)Etat-ion to God throuzk
the Spiriv.’ '

In June, 1720, the rev’d Samnd} Topkihs was or-
dained the fecond naitor of this clurch, Ile died.in
October, 1535, in the 62 j-‘t:f!!' of ]'1is.rgf, and 36th of
his Bliatllry. - ¥is chacallee s well known, aind his
msmory {{ill de;hjm the amed.

-ed by all his ;::.t'{imlint;mct. i

Voithun this parifh, whmf"ﬁ:'n includad the 'whole

trat, now callu \V(_ﬂ-sih"i:ﬁ:gﬁald, there were baptized,

during his miniflry, 660 perfons, znd 2o admitted to

the Lord’s table. Of deythis-] canpo: ind, that Lie kept

ansy recor:l: At the time of lris death, there were a-

bt)!.ll‘ 200 famifies within the linits of the orifinal pa-

¥
]

rih. To this number 1t had angreafed in o jcars,
The anhual increafe was 3‘[3:::*:313;;:;lfear.'!_}'.

JIn reviewing our sfarrative, cne thought will natu-

:. rally firike your niinds ; and let it be deeply inprelied;

that your fathers, from the firdl fcttloment of thefe

towns, and even of the céuntr}-,fi-:crc_ {tedfaii 1n the re-

ligion of Chrift——that in their deepcft poverty they

. .—-an(_l

s

_ﬁ—‘*__-

1 By
*
m .

T Sl e e S —

* Hiuar:[org,un. ' ﬂ/m' Hobkns, dangb:cr of Rev. Timqrby Eiwards,
of Wind or died June 1766, aned 73 years—He left 120 jons, borb now
\suing, oneof whom is minifter of Hadiey ;¢ one daw:bier whomarried °
tothe Hon. ¥, Worthington, E, q. Ll D. > dyied Nov. 1766 ; aged 36 yéars

“-.‘

-were zealousto m2intain the inftituted worthip of God
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—-mdthat thc care and blefﬁng of pr'o'!:'nnmnc dod pe-
" markablyattend them. ¢ Therefore, my breghmen, desre
ly beloved, fo ftand falt in the Lord” ~ -

After the deceafe of Mr. Hopkins, the parifh was va-
cant about 10 tnbnths. In Mzrch; 1756, I begax w

;prcach wuh you ; In July following was imwvited, amd
~on the 25th of. Auguﬁ was fepntatad to :}wmmr. of

ﬁ"""r'—'--.-,_“

‘the munﬁry in this place.

“All the mrmﬁers, who took a part ia the &Mmy
of my ordmauon, are among the dead : znd omly oo™

furvive of thofe wbo conftituted the ordamany comme:ll,

| which #as uncommonly numerons.

In 1759, the fouthern part of the original parih =3
éreted into a diftin@ parith, containing zhout = ¢ Zumi-
lies. In September, 1962, a chorch wes forml, Come
ﬁﬁmg of Chriftijyns of differemt deénominctions, xhaoy
with great appeatance of candour, weved ﬁm&ﬂ&m-.
. guilhing fentiments, and covenanted to airtrmd em e

fame mmlﬁry, and commune at the fame mive. O
the week followmg, the rev’d. S}lvmns Gaifswold Wy
ordained theu- paftor. -

A httlc before the death of M. Hopkms., ® momaiber

of inhabitants in the north part of the originl parii,

- nmiting with a number on the eaft hde af tae TRt Die
o - ver,

* Rev. Mefs. Mackinfiry, gid Hueplons «of Hadlicy.

i



~wer, were incorporated info one parith; and, muagss,
called a.nd fettled the rev’d. ]ohn Mac.knﬂtr-r

That part which lies on the wefl fide of the river, :_;.
a Iate ad of divifion, is become a diftin@ fociery, and s
the third parith in this town, 1t has a meeting-homiz ;
bnt is deftitute of a minifter, We bhope 11 will mue
Tong remain fo. - B
When the fecnnd or fouth parlfh was incorpergied,
f_heft rematned 1n this about 95 famihies, and 530 fuals

Ten years ago the number of families was 1 ;,4., and il
togls 897. Within the fame limitsg the families are now
271, and the fouls ébout ygo. Nine families have loz: ¥
beenrannexed to this from the fonth parifh.. The prefae
amber of families is 180, and of fonls zbont 30 KO-,
The average increafe of the parith for 40 yvears ks
been 2 familics 2 year. The progrefs in the lzf 10
years hasbeen nearly the fame, as in preceding yenzs. .
In this period the emlgmuons have much exceeded e

m.l'ntmnb.

.- fn the firft 20 years of n;y m:mi&;y, the suwber of
deaths was 208 ; the mean number of fouls, 1 foppeds,

was about 670; the pmpoﬁion, fmﬁcthing lels tham 1
to 3. In the fpace of 30 years, the number of Aemths
was 346-; the mean number of fouls about 24 ; zie
proportion a little fhort of 7 to 2. Ia the whale pers-

' ad

J
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| “53"‘6{' 40 years, the number of deaths is 473 ; the.
meaa aumber of Iouls 773 ; the proportion nearly 8

!3, or fom-:hl. g lefsthan2t0 3. Ina periag of 66
- years, the aember of deaths will prodibly be equal o
‘the namber of fouls liviag in the middle of that period;

&

1€, 2209t 9 ~o.*

G'Iue 173 perfans, who bave died i 40 years, 1o
h‘ld arnived T the jota ; i to the 6oth; 86 to the
70th; 43 @0 the Saﬁ, § .to the goth; and 4 tq .the
_ggth year of theis iz, ¢ If 2 man live man) years, and

rqma in them 2ui ; et him remcmbgr the. days of
damn-fs, for they ball be many.’

The baptifms cf ciidien, whofe parents were meam.
“bers of this church, have, in the time of my miniflry,
beez 837. OF this
. gidniag of]ul? 1793, which is lictle more than a year.

nave been baptized fince the be-

Aﬂmnﬁons to ihe Lord’s, table, mdudmg transfers

- of relation to this fro':n otaer churches, there have been
230.
to the chuach, exorefiing a2 doubt of tiieir meetnels for
the Lord ble. Thischurch regards all profcﬁ’ors, as

complctc m:rmwu_:s,'znd aalar her waech ; but fhe cx.

Bohles thele, aboot 3o have joined themfclves

ercifes 1aduizence to tenler coniciénces. Qf the 250
3 . communicants,

“ Is tée pxs of 4o wiars, 20 perons’ bave bom taken
Jrom swvar i by canary. 3 ch: lae: war, .6 belc.ging ta the pa-
t r"b#i..!u “the %, 0 3% Bile ..., arl § by the ‘worl ¢ 2he enemy.
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'rcbinmunicants, 113 have been admittéd 1n the lat 1o
years and 35 :n little more than 2 year. The wecreadc

~ of thé church has been mech greater 13 the 1afl 10 yea:s’
of wy mintftry, than in apy preceding gjd of the |
l'amc lengthi. “The increafe, fince the Jung of the laft
th has been diftinguithed.- The Lord make yon 10
mcmfe more and more 1n nuinbers :md in good werks.
* May the remaining part of my minifiry be readined
" more ufeful, than the paft ; and through your praye:a
-3y I obtain grace to fulf} tke miniftey, which I hove
)wewed of the Lord Jefu: to teftify thr: gof pel L‘r"f i,
and thus finith my courfe with joy.
~ Our relation has hitherto fubﬁﬁcd in comi riaue
peace and fnendﬁnp - May it fo coatinue to the cuc.

I temembcr, with gratitude, many iuadnt.ir-t vaek |
I hugc_rg:tchd,, and you have my ardert wiiies end
daily prayers for your tranquility and happine(:.
Aﬁ'loqg the teftimonies of your regard and rzeve-
lence, there s arecent one for which you will acce;:
’niy'p'articula'r thanks. The bencfa&ion ta % u: ok ] .d- 48 SR o

lude was fo liberal and {eafonable, ard fo h!l-'-p Iy wlooe
ted to Wy exigences, that it could not but be grateizliy
felt. It was made with a cheerfulacls and ardour,
which add much to 1t5 intrinfic worth; and wilh &
great unammxty, that 1 confeis my felf indebted t2 yrz

all.

. ‘May your bt..evolence awakeain mea greatin o
C2

. FFliiws
o’
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gence in your fervice. May yout union among your.
felves be preferved. May peace and wifdom guide all
~your fteps. May, you never want a minifter who will
heartily feel, ardently pray, and cheerfully labour for
you in the Lord. Maiy the word and {pirie of God ne-
ver be removed from you, nor from your feed nor from
“your feed’s feed, ever down to.the lateft f{ucceflion of
our mortal race. | .

. And now, brethten, I commend you to God, 2nd to
the word of his grace, which isable to build you “up,
and to give you an inheritance among them who -are
fanQified. And Iintteat you for the Lord Jefus fakc,
and for the love of the fpirit, that you firive togethqr

1n your prayers and labours for the common intgreft of

Chrft’s church, and for the Rarticula'r intereft of thas
fociety. May my remainiug tervices be accepted of

the faints, and ufeful to you all. May I come to you
with j Joys and with you be refreihed.
e ay the God of peace be tith you all.

AMEN.



